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Wetland plants in Mediterranean Islands:
A collaborative initiative to collect information
for their conservation

In the Mediterranean Basin, the conservation of plants faces critical
challenges due to the historic and ongoing impacts of human land
use, placing biodiversity under pressure. This issue is particularly pro-
nounced on islands, where the intrinsic fragmentation of freshwater
environments is exacerbated by the limited land area. Consequently, is-
land wetlands, which are generally smaller than their continental coun-
terparts, are more fragile and often overlooked in conservation efforts.
Therefore, addressing the need for improved knowledge of wetland
plants occurring on islands is a crucial objective that remains largely
unresolved. Challenges persist, including cryptic taxonomy within cer-
tain genera, and there is still a need for a comprehensive overview of
the diversity, distribution and conservation status of these plants. These
knowledge gaps contribute to policy and management shortcomings,
hindering effective conservation or recovery efforts. This study seeks to
bridge these knowledge gaps by compiling information from local ex-
perts onwetland vascular plants occurring on the approximately 10,000
Mediterranean islands and islets. Our work presents and discusses the
preliminary results of a checklist of over 200 wetland vascular plants
of conservation interest. Remarkably, 20% of these species are globally
endangered, 50% face threats on at least one island, and available in-
formation is inadequate to assess the conservation status of 30%. The
insights provided in this study can support parallel initiatives, such as
the Red List Index of Mediterranean wetland plants. Moreover, they can
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serve as a reference for planning targeted conservation actions and fos-
tering public awareness about plant diversity in Mediterranean island
wetlands.
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