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Biex is-sejha ta’ Marija
lil  Karmni Grima tasal
f'widnejn [-Ghawdxin u I-
Maltin kollha u hekk dej-
jem jikber il-ghadd tad-de-
voti li jiréievu grazzi spec-
jali Ii 1-Madonna xxerred
minn dan is-Santwarju.

Gozo Press.

STAMPA TAL-QOXRA:

L Istampa tal goxra turi 1-Kwadru Miraku-
luz li minnu 1-Madonna ta’ Pinu kellmet lit-

twajba Karmela Grima fit-22 ta’

Gunju,

1883. Dan il-kwadru, xoghol il-pittur Amadeo
Perugino, tpitter fis-sena 1619. Din ix-xbieha
tal-Madonna giet inkurunata mill-Kardinal

Alessio Lepicier fil-1935.



Il-Kelma tar-Rettur

Fid-diskors li I-km.T. Legat tal-Papa, Salvatore Pappalardo ghamel
fleghilug il-Kungress u I-festi Centinarji fis-Santwarju Ta’ Pinu, fost
hwejjeg ofira semma kif l-egoizmu u s-suppervja jZzommuna I-boghod
minn Alla, ghaliex barra li huma fonti ta’ kull hiazen huma wkoll ostaklu
ghall-indiema.

Dan il-kliem jikkonfermawhulna kemm il-Kotba Mqgaddsa kemm
ukoll l-esperjenza tal-hajja. Kienu s-suppervja u l-egoizmu li nizzlu lil
lucifru mis-sema u xefituh fl-infern ghal dejjem; kienu l-egoizmu u s-
suppervja li waqqghu lil Adam fid-dnub; kienu dawn ii-Zewg vizzji li
dahhilu tant mibeghda, glied, tilwim, vendikazzjonijiet u qtil fid-dinja u
wasslu lill-istess dinja f’xifer il-gerda.

Ghaliex min ikun mahkum minn dawn il-vizzji jara lilu nnifsu
quddiem, dejjem u kullimkien, igis lil kulhadd anqas minnu, u biex jasal
Jejn ikun jixtieq, jinsa ghal kollox id-dmirijiet tieghu lejn I-ofirajn u jichad
id-drittijiet taghhom. U jekk xi darba jaghmilha ta' umli aktarx li ma
Jjkunx ma’ persuni izghar minnu imma ma’ dawk li jkun irid jidher aktar
kelu. Din hija I-kawza li I-bniedem jistinka kemm jistinka ma jistax isib
paéi. Ghaliex Alla jirregetta lill-egoist u lis-supperv u fejn ma hemmyx il-
barka t’Alla ma jistax ikun hemm hena u sucéess. Kemm naraw nies
kemm fil-qasam materjali kemm ukoll f'dak spiritwali jistinkaw biex
Jilhqu l-idejal li jkollhom. Imma fejn jaslu? Forsi Alla jkun Zejjinhom
ukoll b'diversi doni u opportunitajiet. Imma jekk dak li jaghmlu ma
jaghmluhx prinéipalment ghall-glorja t’Alla, mhux biss ma jirnexxux,
imma xi drabi jservu wkoll ta’ fisara.

Imma araw ftit Alla kemm iliobb lil dawk li huma umli u li jaghmiu
ma jaghmluhx ghall-interess personali taghhom. Ghaliex saret hekk
kbira I-Madonna? Ghaliex Alla jhares lejn l-umilta taghha!! Ghaliex tant
gaddisin ghamlu tant gid u giebu tant barka madwarhom? Ghaliex kienu
umli u hadmu ghal Alla biss. Ghaliex kull meta I-Madonna trid twassal xi
messagg lid-dinja ma ssibx xi persuna gharfa, imZejna b’gherf profan jew
teologiku, xi persuna diplomatika, imma dejjem tfittex persuni umli

bhalma huma tfal, jew persuni ta’ edukazzjoni Zghira bhalma kienet
Karmni Grima, li f'dawn il-granet qeghdin infakkru I-101 anniversarju

tas-sejhia taghha, u tant persuni okira li ghexna u nghixu maghhom u li
ghamlu tant gid lil ghajrhom. Ghaliex Alla jingeda bl-umli biex ikawwad
lis-supperv, biex jurih li bis-suppervja u l-egoiimu ma jasal imkien klief
fit-telfien.

Nitolbu mela lill-Madonna biex tghinna Ralli akina wkoll inkunu
mhiarsa mill-egoiZzmu u s-suppervja, u li naghmlu naghmluh ghall-glorja
t'Alla, u ghall-gid ta’ ghajrna u mhux biex nidhru afina.
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ls-Santwarju ta' Pinu u d-Devozzjonijiet Marbutin Mieghy

Mill-E.T. MONS. NIKOL &. CAUCHI, ISQOF T GHAWDEX

ll-Pellegrinaggi ghas-Santwarju Ta’ Pinu

Hija haga maghrufa, li s-santwarji ewlenin tal-
Madonna f’kull parti tad-dinja, jigbdu lejhom ghadd kbir
ta’ pellegrinaggi.

Dan gara wkoll fis-Santwarju Ta’ Pinu. Anke gabel ma
xterdet ix-xniegha li Sidtna Marija semmgfiet lefinha f'dan
il-post, xi nies devoti taghha mill-parrocci qgrib kienu
jmorru jzuru din il-knisja ckejkna, jitolbu quddiem ix-
xbieha tal-Madonna u jixghelu I-lampier li kien hemm
quddiemha. Meta mbaghad il-Maltin u [|-Ghawdxin
semghiu |-ahbar tad-dehriet tal-Madonna Ta’ Pinu, |-ghadd

Proc¢essjoni bix-xbieha tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu

gabel telget minn La Goulette fit-Tunezija,

f’pellegrinagg - lejn Kensington, I-Awstralja,
fis-sena 1957

ta’ pellegrinaggi kotor f'dagga. Minn dak inhar sal-lum, ta’
kull sena eluf ta’ nies izuru dan il-post gaddis.

Dun Alwig Vella, Direttur tal-perjodiku “Id-Devot ta’
Marija” jiddeskrivi bil-kelmiet II gejjin, dan il-fenomenu:
“Giet xewqa lil kulfiadd li jmur jinvista lil din il-knisja. 1zda
meta kull min jibda jmur fiha u ghalkemm isibha semplici,
rozza u minghajr zina, pure jfioss go fih fiaga li tigbdu ghall-
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gima u ghad-devozzjoni, iz-zmien li jghaddi go fiha, itir
bhal lefRa, johirog bix-xewga li mill-aktar fis jerga’ jmur
jinvistaha, jiefAu z-zejt mil-lampa taghha u jsibu ta’ qawwau
ghajnuna l-iktar kbira; il-poplu kollu t'‘GhRawdex u xejn
ingas ta’ Malta, donnu msejjah mis-sema, f’dagga wafida
mar bil-kuruna f’idejh jinvistaha. Sinjuri u fqar, sacerdoti u
sekulari, zghazagh u xjufi, kwazi kulfiadd bil-mixi,
ghalkemm fil-boghod, marru u ghadhom imorru jirrecitaw
ir-Ruzarju fit-trig u jinvistaw lid-devotaimmagini ta’ Marija.
Fil-granet tal-Adud imbaghad, il-folol tan-nies bdew ikunu
tal-ghageb, mis-sagfitejn ta’ bil-lejl bdew jitilgu mill-irfiula
l-aktar mill-boghod.” (73)

Dawn il-gtajja’ ta’ nies li jzuru s-santwarju kienu joktru
fix-xahar ta’ Awissu u b’mod partikulari fil-granet tal-
kwindicina tal-Assunta. “Ma’ nzul ix-xemx” — ikompli
jikteb Dun Alwig Vella — “kont tara I-poplu kolly wara
gurnata twila ta’ xoghol u ta’ ghomma, sejjer qtajja’ gtajja’
lejn is-santwarju Ta’ Pinu jghid ir-Ruzarju u hekk jissokta
sal-lejl avanzat, biex jerga’ mbdghad jibda fil-ghodu
kmieni.” (74)

Fost l-ewwel pellegrinaggi organizzati ghal din ‘il-
knisja, ta’ min isemmi dawk ii saru minn diversi fratellanzi.
Hekk fil-5 ta’ April, 1887, fil-ghaxija, il-membri tal-
Fratellanza tal-Addolorata libsin bl-abitu tal-
Kongregazzjoni taghhom u mmexxijin mill-Patri Riotta u
Patri Romano, gizwiti, zaru din il-knisja u saritithom
funzjoni li fiha ppriedka Patri Romano. (75) Fl-1ta’ Me”ufll—
ghaxija, il-fratellanza tal-Kuncizzjoni tal- Patnjlet ta’ San
Frangisk, u warajha |-Fratellanza |-ofira ta’ Gesu Marija
mwaqqfa fil-Parroc¢a ta’ San Gorg, immexxija mill-
Prokuratur taghha Dun Guzepp Grlma ghamlu
pellegrinagg gﬁas -santwarju flimkien ma gemgha kbira ta’
nies. (76) Fit-12ta’ Gunju, 1887, il-Patri Egidju, Gwardjan tal-
Kunvent ta’ Giezu tal-Belt Valletta, gab mieghu madwar
flamsa u tmenin imsefibin fit-Terz Ordni Frangiskan. Waslu
Ghawdex fil-lejl ta’ gabel, raqdu fid-dar tal-irtiri ta’ San
Kalcxdonju imbaghad fit-tlieta ta’ fil-ghodu marru fil-knisja
ta’ San Gakbu, fejn libsu l-abitu tat-terzjarji u minn hemm

“telqu bil-mixi lejn Ta’ Pinu, bis-salib quddiemhom. Kif

waslu fil-kappella, il-Patri Gwardjan gaddsilhom,
garbinhom u kellimhom dwar id-dehriet tal-Madonna.
Qabel ma telqu, Dr. Filippu Curmi Ceci f'isimhom offrallill-
kappella stendard tal-Rarir abjad bl-istemma tal-Ordni
Frangiskan irrakkmata bid-deheb. (77) Pellegrinagg bhal
dan sar mill-konfratelli tal-Via Crucis tal-Birgu fit-2 ta’
Dicembru, 1888, li gew minn Malta I-gurnata ta’ gabel,
gaghidu f’San KalZidonju u minn hemm telqu bil-mixi fis-
sebgha ta’ fil-ghodu lejn Ta’ Pinu, libsin |-abitu taghhom
kulur id-demm. [l-Kanonku Marmara |i ha sehem
maghihom fil-pellegrinagg ghamel diskors tal-okkazjoni u
fisem kulhadd offra lis-santwarju ganpiena tal-fidda. (78)
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ll-parrocci kollha ta” Ghawdex u Rafna minn dawk ta’
Malta ta’ kull sena, specjalment fi zmien ir-Randan,
jaghmlu pellegrinaggi ghas-santwarju. Fost ta’ [-ewwel li
bdew din id-drawwa kien hemm il-Kappillan ta’ Kercem,
Dun Guzepp Vella, li fis-17 ta’ April, 087, wara nofs inhar
“mar bil-poplu tleghu kollu, bil-Kleru u I-fratellanzi tas-
Sagrament u tar-Ruzarju jirrecitaw ir-Ruzarju tant huma u
sejrin, kemm huma u gejjin.” L-istess ghamel il- kappillan
taz-Zebbug, Dr. Dun Bartolomeo Busuttil, li fl-24 ta’ Apnl
1887, wara nofs inhar nizel mir-rahal tleghu ghal Ta’ Pinu
bil-Kleru u [-poplu u irrecitaw ir-Ruzarju. (79)

Fis-siegha ta’ bil-lejl, tas-6 ta’ Awissu, 1887, Dun
Guzepp Vella, vicendarju tal-Ghasri, mexxa pellegnnagg ta’
nies minn dak ir-rahal u miz- Zebbug, li ghaddew xi hin
jitolbu fil-ghalga ta’ quddiem is-santwarju b’gabra kbira.
Imbaghad temmew il-pellegrinagg taghhom bil-kant tal-
Litanija. (80)

Fost il-barranin li kienu minn ta’ l-ewwel li gew jaghtu
gimithom lill-Madonna Ta’ Pinu kienu bosta kattolici
Irlandizi, suldati fil-Cornwall Regiment of Light Infantry, li
kellhom il-kwartieri taghhom fil-bajja ta’ San Gorg, Malta.
Nhar it-Tlieta ta’ fuq Ghid il-Hamsin tas-sena 1887, huma
gew Ghawdex u mmarcjaw mat-triq Ta’ Pinu bil-marci tal-
banda li kellhom maghhom. Kif waslu fil-kappella, il-
Gizwita Fr. Hayden li gie maghhom ghamlilhom diskors
qasir dwar id-devozzjoni lejn il- Madonna Ta’ Pinu li kienet
dejjem tikber. Ghalkemm kienet xemx tisreg, huma
qgaghdu barra quddiem il-kappella, galu xi talbiet,
imbaghad kantaw flimkien, akkumpanjati bid-daqq tal-
banda, [-Innu “Hail Queen of Heaven”. (81)

FI-1ta’ Novembru, 1887, fit-3.00 ta’ fil-ghaxija, is-suldati
Inglizi kattolici tar-rigment Second Essex li kienu fil-Forti
Chambray, flimkien mal- Kapplllan taghhom Patri Riotta
S.)., ghamlu pellegrinagg ghal Ta’ Pinu, fejn il-Kaporal
Kennedy offra f'isimhom xemgha kbira lill-Madonna. (82)

Sabiex id-devozzjoni lejn il-Madonna ta’ Pinu tixtered
mhux biss f’pajjizna izda wkoll barra minn pajjizna, iadem
hafna ]-Patri Agostinjan Lorenzo Cauchi li miet fis-sena
1907. Gie li kien imur Ta’ Pinu, darbtejn kuljum bin-nies
warajh, ighidilhom ir-Ruzarju mat-triq u xHin jasal fil-
kappella jgieghed il-fjuri fuq l-artal u jirrecita maghihom xi
talbiet quddiem ix-xbieha tal-Madonna. (83) Sahansitra
huwa kien mar Sqallija biex ixerred din id-devozzjoni fejn
gassam mijiet ta’ kopji ta’ ktieb dwarha li huwa kien ha
hsieb li jigi stampat hemmhekk. (84)

Id-Direttur tad-Devot ta’ Marija, jassigurana li sa mill-
1887, mhux biss minn Sqallija, izda wkoll minn
Kostantinopli, Bona u Philiville fl-Afrika ta’ Fug, kienu jigu
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f’Ta’ Pinu diversi familji biex ikomplu I-weghdi
taghfihom. (85)

Fattur iehor li sewa sabiex ikompli jganqal fil-poplu
taghna x-xewqa li jzuru s-santwarju Ta’ Pinu kien il-periklu
tal-marda tal-kolera li Rakmet fi Sqallija fis-sajf tal-1887 u
ghamlet ukoll xi vittmi fil-gzejjer Maltin. F'din |-okkazjoni,
gruppi ta’ nies minn diversi nfawi ghamlu pellegrinaggi
ghas-santwarju sabiex jitolbu-’l Alla bl-intercessjoni tal-
Madonna li jigu meflusin minn dan il-flagell. Hekk per
ezempju, fit-18 ta’ Settembru, 1887, fil-ghaxija, il-Patri
Pubbliju Marija Galea, Gwardjan tal-knisja ta’ San Frangisk
tal-Patrijiet Konventwali, mexxa pellegrinagg tat-Terzjarji
Frangiskani lejn Ta’ Pinu bil-ghan li jitolbu lill-Madonna
thares lil gziritna mill-marda tal-kolera. (86)

Wara li ntemmet din |-epidemja, bosta GRawdxin u
Maltin Rassew id-dmir li jzuru s-santwarju Ta’ Pinu biex
jirringrazzjaw lil Alla u Marija Santissima li kienu Relsuhom
minn dak il-periklu. Hekk, fl-20 ta’ Novembru, 1887, fil-
ghaxra ta’ fil-ghodu, il-Kanonku Dun Frangisk Saverju
Debrincat, Arcipriet tal-GRarb u Rettur tas-Santwarju,
b’ringrazzjament ghall-Felsien mill-flagell tal-kolera, kanta
t-Te Deum, ta I-Benedizzjoni Ewkaristika u ghamel diskors
lill-poplu. Ghal din I-okkazjoni, mhux biss il-kappella, izda
wkoll il-ghalga ta’ quddiemha, kienet iffullata bin-nies li
gew minn kull rokna tal-gzira. (87) Fil-25 ta’ Frar, 1888, is-
Sorijiet ta’ San Vincenz de Paoli, impjegati f’diversi sptarijiet
u istituti ta’ Malta gew fis-santwarju Ta’ Pinu, fejn semghu |-
quddiesa u |-priedka ta’ Monsinjur Mikiel Angelo Farrugia.
Billi fl-isptarijiet kellhom jassistu ma’ xi morda tal-kolera,
kienu fil-periklu kontinwu li jittieAidu b’din il-marda;
wafida minnhom fil-fatt, kienet mardet serjament b’din |-
imxija, u waslet f’xifer il-qabar, izda mbaghad irnexxielha
terga’ tfieq. Dawn is-sorijiet riedu juru r-rikonoxxenza
taghhom li bagghu Rajjin u ghalhekk organizzaw dan il-
pellegrinagg ta’ radd il-Rajr f’riglejn il-Madonna ta’
Pinu. (88)

Fost il-pellegrinaggi kollha i jsiru ghal dan is-
santwarju, jistioqqgilhom jigu mfakkra I-pellegrinaggi
djocesani li minn zmien ghal zmien jigu mnedija mill-
Isgfijiet f’xi okkazjoni specjali. Sabiex isir talb specjali ghax-
xita, [-EC¢. Tieghu Mons. Mikiel Gonzi, Isqof t'GRawdex,
mexxa pellegrinagg mir-Rabat sal-Bazilika Ta’ Pinu fid-29
ta’ Marzu, 1936, (89) Meta s-shab iswed tat-Tieni Gwerra
Dinjija kien qed ighatti I-Ewropa u t-theddida taghha kienet
qorbot hafna lejn pajjizna, gie organizzat pellegrinagg
ghas-santwarju b’inizjattiva tal-Isqof Gonzi fit-2 ta’ Gunju,
1940, bil-ghan li jsir talb lill-Madonna sabiex tehles lill-gzira
ta’ Ghawdex mill-gerda tal-gwerra. Peress li f'dak il-jum
huwa kien marid bl-influwenza, mexxa |-pellegrinagg minn
floku Monsinjur Guzeppi Pace, li f'dak iz-zmien kien
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Ar¢idjaknu tal-Katidral. Dawk |i Radu sehem fil-
pellegrinagg gew mistiedna sabiex jaghtu kelma lill-
‘Madonna li jekk gziritna ma ggarrabx il-Rsarat tal-gwerra,
meta din tintemm, jaghmlu pellegrinagg iefor ta’ radd il-
hajr ghal dan is-santwarju. (90)

Din il-weghda taghhom I-Ghawdxin wettquha fis-27 ta’
Mejju, 1945, meta pellegrinagg djocesan ta’ ringrazzjament
ghas-santwarju Ta’ Pinu gie mmexxi minn Mons. Guzeppi
Pace li sadattant kien gie nominat Isqof ta’ Ghawdex. (91)
Mons. Pace ta ordni wkoll li fit-22 ta” Gunju ta’ kull sena,
jigifieri fl-anniversarju tad-dehriet Ta’ Pinu, fil-knejjes
parrokkjali  Ghawdex ghandha tindagq mota ta’ 10 minuti
f1-10 ta’ fil-ghodu ta’ dan il-jum u fil-ghaxija jitkanta t-Te
Deum u jinghad talb specjali lill-Madonna. (92)

Pellegrinaggi djocesani ghas-Santwarju Ta’ Pinu saru
wkoll bi thejjija ghall-Kungressi Ewkaristici Djocesani fl-
1929 (93) u fil-1979, kif ukoll fil-bidu tal-Missjoni Djocesana
tal-1967 u tal-1980. '

L-ahhar kelma li nixtiequ nghidu hija dwar il-
pellegrinaggi tat-tfal u taz-zghazagh. L-istudenti interni tas-
Seminarju, wara l-ewwel pellegrinagg taghhom li kien sar
fil-5 ta’ Awissu, 1887 (94) komplew ta’ kull sena jzuru s-
santwarju, aktarx fix-xahar ta’ Mejju. Diversi skejjel ofira
kienu jorganizzaw minn zmien ghal zmien pellegrinaggi
ghall-istudenti taghhom. Mir-registru tal-Vizitaturi,
jirrizulta wkoll li xi parroc¢i ghawdxin, fosthom dawk tan-
Nadur u tax-Xaghra kellhom id-drawwa li jiehidu t-tfal ta’ I-
Ewwel Tqarbina f’riglejn il-Madonna Ta’ Pinu.
Ricentement, it-tfal Ghawdxin gew imlaqqgghin fil-Bazilika
Ta’ Pinu ghal diversi okkazjonijiet bhal ma huma dik tas-
Sena Internazzjonali tat-Tfal {’Dicembru, 1979, u fic-
celebrazzjoni Ewkaristiko-Marjana ghall-istudenti fis-6 ta’
Dicembru 1980. F'Ta’ Pinu, inzammu funzjonijiet religjuzi
ghaz-zghazagh fit-22ta’ Frar, 1980, u fit-30ta’ Ottubru, 1980.

Ta’ min jittama li x-xrara ta’ devozzjonilejn il-Madonna
Ta’ Pinu li tkebbset f'qalb il-poplu taghna ma tintefiex izda
tibga’ tixghel ukoll fil-generazzjoni zaghzugha tal-lumu ta’
ghada. Anke f’pajjizna jehtieg li jitwettqu I-kelmiet ta’
Sidtna Marija: “Min issa l-quddiem, kull nisel isejjahli
hienja.” (95)

REFERENZI:

(73) “Id-Devot ta’ Marija”, n. 2, Jannar 1881, p. 18.
) “Id-Devot ta’ Marija”, n. 5, April 1881, p. 66.
) “Id-Devot ta’ Marija”, n. 2, Jannar 1888, p. 18.
(76) “Id-Devot ta’ Marija”, n. 5, April, 1888, p. 34,
) “Id-Devot ta’ Marija”, n. 4, Marzu 18881, p. 50.
) “Id-Devot ta’ Marija”, Marzu 1889, p. 49.
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L-Omm ta’ Gest ghandha sehem haj fil-
grajja tal-fidwa tal-bniedem u ghalkemm |-
appostli fil-bidu tal-ministeru taghhom ma
tantx tawha importanza, aktar ma beda
jghaddi z-zmien, aktar bdiet tingharafdin i-
Omm. L-appostli, ghall-bidu setghu
jitkelimu biss mill-esperjenza taghhom
ma’ Gesul, ghalhekk tkellmu minn Rajtu
mill-Gordan sa wara|l-gawmien. San Mark
isemmiha biss darbtejn, (Mk 3:31-35; 6:3).
Mattew, ghad li kien jaf is-sehem tal-
Madonna fil-hajja ta’ Gesu, ta importanza
lit Guzeppi, ghax imnissel minn David, biex
juri lil Kristu bhala s-Sultan. F'Mattew hu
Guzeppi li jaghti I-isem lill-lben tax-xbejba
Marija (Mt 1:18-25). Imma f'Luga Marija
tidher quddiemna kif ghandha tidher, kif
fil-fatt hadet sehem Hhaj fil-missjoni ta’
Kristu.

ll-vangelu ta’ Luqa jiftah b'Marija: il-
hajja tal-Knisja wkoll tibda b'Marija fic-
Cenaklu (Atti 1:14). Imma tispikka x-xbieha
ta’ Marija fi Gwanni, |-appostlu mahbub ta’
Gesu. Hu jgieghed il-hajja pubblika ta’

Gesu bejn zewg grajjiet Marjani, l-ewwel
fil-Kana tal-Galilija, u mbaghad fuq il-
Kalvarju.

“Imma forsi ssib min ighid illi dan |-
izvilupp fl-gharfien tal-hidma ta’ Marija fil-
fidwa tal-bniedem, kien Rtiega psikologika,
bzonn tal-mohA ta’ I-ewlenin insara biex
isibu OMM. Fil-fatt ma hux hekk, ghaliex
dan l-izvilupp fl-gharfien ta’ Marija bhala
dik li ghienet fil-fidwa, jurili I-appostli-u |-
insara ta’ l-ewwel zminijiet kienu fehmu
aktar il-misteru ta’ Gesu, misteru
mghaggad sewwa ma’ dik il-‘'mara’ li
HUWA xtaq li jitwieled minnha”. (Gal.
4:4) (1)

Ghalhekk sabiex nifhmu aktar is-sehem
ta’ Marija, jaqgbel li nharsu lejn xi titli li
nghatawlha fil-vangelu.

XBEJBA TA’ SIJON:

Ghall-ewwel Marija tidher bhal kull
Marija ohra li kienet tghix fi zmienha u
qgabel zmienha. Nghidu biss li I-isem
‘Marija" fl-Aramajk jista" jfisser 'Princi-

IL-PELLEGRINAGGI
GHAS-SANTWARJU

TA’ PINU
(Jagbad minn pagna 38)
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pessa’. Luga jpingihielna bhala tfajla
gaddisa, u li toqghod ghal-ligijiet tal-Lhud.
Fil-fatt wara erbghin jum mit-twelid ta’
Gesu marret ghat-tisfija fit-tempju. (Lq.
2:22). Imma ghal Luqa, Marija mhix
sempli¢i Lhudija bhall-ohArajn. Hu
jurihielna bhala x-xbejba ta’ Sijon, il-
personifikazzjoni tal-poplu Lhudi kollu.
Marija hi x-xbejba ta’ Sijon li emmnet
kliem il-Mulej, ghalhekk hi tifrah ghax issa
I-Mulej gej fil-belt tieghiu biex isafRafiha
ghal dejjem:

“Ghanni ja bint Sijon,
ghaijjat bil-ferR, ja Israel,
ifraii u thenna b’qalbek kollha,
ja bint Gerusalemm,
is-sultan ta’ Israel, il-Mulej,
hu f'nofsok”. (Sofon. 3:14).

L-Anglu wkoll iselimilha bl-istess kliem:
“Ifrah Marija (Lq. 1:28). U dinil-merhbata’
I-Anglu ma kinitx merfba fiergha, imma
tfakkarna fil-weghdiet tal-migja tal-fedde;j
fil-belt gaddisa tieghu. U wkoll it-titlu i |-
Anglu qalilha: “*“SIBT GHOGBA
F'GHAJNEJN IL-MULEJ” (Lg. 1:30)
ifakkarna fl-gharusa ta’ GHanjet |-
Ghanjiet. Hi biss mid-dar kollha ta’ David
irceviet dan il-messagg. “Dan il-ferh (tal-
migja tal-Feddej) issa twettaq fi tfajlaliqed
tipprezenta lill-poplu kollu. Israel jinsab
fMarija u (permezz ta’ Marija), jisma’ |-
messagg li Alla ser jibghat sultan il-
Messija go nofshom". (2)

HI LI HABBET 'L ALLA

Marija, ix-xbejba ta’ Nazaret hi |-
bniedma |i Kabbet ‘I Alla fuq kollox, u
ghaliex I|-imhabba hi hajja u tnissel,
f'Marija kellu bilfors isir it-tnissil ta” I-lben
ta’ Alla. Kienet lesta li tilgghu fi hdanha,
ghalhekk nistghu nghidu li gabel nisslitu fl

Rdanha, Marija kienet diga nisslitu
f'galbha. (Prius mente concepit quam
ventre).

U Marija ghamlet bhal Alla I-Missier. |I-
Missier tkellem u nissel il-KELMA, sa minn
dejjem. Marija wkoll tkellmet u bl-IVA
taghha tatna lil Gesu Kristu. Marija tatna lil
dak li nisslet fl-imhabba. GRalhekk “Radd
fid-dinja ma kien appostiu kbir
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dagsha. Hadd mhu kapaci jaghtilid-dinja |-
KELMA li tatna hi.” (3) Hi tatna lil Gesu
ghaliex fl-imhabba kbira {i kellha ma
setghetx izzomm ghandha I-iktar haga
ghaziza u gaddisa li kellha. Ghaliex |-
imhabba Radd ma jista’ jwaqggafha:

“lima kotran ma jistax jitfi I-imhabba, I-
angas ix-xmajjar ma jistghu jgorruha.”
(Ghanjet I-Ghanjiet 8:7).

MARIJA — XBEJBA SAFJA

Marija kienet xebba u omm fl-istess hin.
Dan jistgarruh c¢ar Mattew u Luga u
f'vangelu qadim ta’ Gwanni nsibu hekk:
“Hu li ma tnissel minn |-ebda demm u
laham imma minn Alla”. (Gw 1:13).

Fil-Palestina ma kienx hemm post gholi
wisq ghal min kien jaghzel li jibgqa’ mhux
mizzewweg. Li tibga’ mhux mizzewga kien
ghajb ghal tfajla Lhudija, ghalhekk bint
Geftah tibki ghaliex kienet ser tmut xebba.
(Imhallfin 11:37 jissokta). Imma fi Zmien
Gesu, insibu li fl-gherien ta’ Qumran, grib
il-Bahar il-Mejjet kienu jghixu kwalita ta’
patrijiet (biex insejhulhom hekk) li ma
kienux jizzewgu. Imma dan ma hux
argument sod bizzejjed biex wiehed
isalihah it-tradizzjoni li Marija kellha
f'mohhha li tibgqa’ xebba mqgar gqabel ma
zzewget. U |-fatt li wiegbet lill-anglu: “Kif
ikun dan jekk jien ma naghrafx ragel?”’ (Lq
1:34) ma jurix li hi kienet diga gatghetha li
tibga’ xebba (vergni).

.‘Marija kienet diga mgharrsa {(ma’
Guzeppi) u ghalhekk kienet ser tizzewweg,
imma kienet ghadha ma bdietx tghix ma’
Guzeppi. Ghalhekk, wiehed ghandu
mnejn, hawnhekk, jistudja I-mistogsija ta’
Marija lill-anglu. Hi kienet fehmet li t-

-tnissil li kien semmielha l-angiu kien ser

isir mighajr telf ta’ zmien. Bhala gharusa hi
naturaiment fehmet illi dan kien ser jigri
b’mod tas-soltu; |I-inkwiet taghha hu dovut
ghall-fatt illi hi kienet ghadha ma hix
mizzewga. U I-mistogsija ghalhekk kellha
tkun proprju hekk: “Kif jista’ jsir dan jekk
jlen m’iniex mizzewga?” U jghidu x'ighidu
xi whud, ma hix Raga faéli li tghaggad
flimkien I-intenzjoni ta’ Marija li tibga’
vergni mal-fatt li hi kienet diga mgharrsa



ma’ Guzeppi; li tahseb |li Guzeppi wkoll
kien ta’ l-istess Rsieb ta’ Marija hija
asserzjoni taghna i iohlogilna zewg
problemi minflok wahda.” (4)

Ghalhekk nistagsu: Mela kif it-
tradizzjoni tghidilna i Marija bagghet
vergni wkoll wara t-twelid ta’ Gesti? U t-
twegiba jaghtihielna l-istess kittieb:

“Naturaiment, li nemmnu |i Marija,
wara li kienet fehmet mill-kliem ta’ l-anglu
I-mod ta’ I-ghageb kif it-tarbija kienset ser
titnissel u hi gatghietha li tibga’ vergni, hi
kwistjoni ohra. U f'dawn i¢-¢irkustanzi
godda, Marija fiasbet (u emmnet) li ragel
bhal Guzeppi kien japprezza u jirrispetta
dak li tkun xtaget hi.” (5) Fil-fatt, Mattew
1:18-22, jurina bi¢-¢ar illi Guzeppi kien
fehem sewwa l-misteru, wara li dehrlu |-
anglu fil-Folm, u ghalkemm gabel kien ser
jitlag 1l Marija bil-mohbi, issa aktar
japprezzaha u jirrispettaha.

Marija hija safja sa mill-bidu. Hi I-
gaddejja tal-Mulej, u bRal sidha hija safja.
Marija hija safja fil-Rsieb, fil-kliem taghha,
f'ghemilha. Marija hija safja f'galbha.

U fis-safa taghha, “tigbidna lejha bhal
ma jigbidna lejh hoss hlejju, jewir-rifa tal-
ward ifuh. Is-safa tnissel f'rufina sens ta’
gibda lejha, gibda li ma nafux infissru. Is-
safa tmiss il-kordi intimi ta’ ruhna. Dak
kollu li nixtiequ, dak kollu li nittamaw,
jilRaq il-quécata tieghu fis-safatal-fisieb, li
jnissel fina s-sliem u I-hena.” (6)

Hekk afina tajna harsa hafifa, forsi wkoll
minghajr sekwenza logika, lejn I-Omm
t'Alla, kif turihielna t-tradizzjoni Nisranija.
Din it-tradizzjoni kibret u xterdet matul il-
miljiet tas-snin, u hekk issa saret bi¢c¢a
wafida mill-wirt ta’ missirijietna.
Hawnhekk ippruvajna nuru illi din id-
devozzjoni Marjana ghandha bazi soda fil-
Kelma ta’ Alla. U ppruvajna narawha aktar
cara biex aktar nifhmu I-parti taghha fil-
grajja tal-fidwa tal-bniedem, u biex id-
devozzjoni lejha tkun devozzjoni matura u
mhux bla sens.
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TA’ PINU SANCTUARY
THROUGH THE CENTURIES

On a strip of elevated ground only a
short distance from the picturesque village
of Gharb, on the farther side of an inter-
vening valley, the splendid Sanctuary of
Our Lady of Ta’ Pinu towers majestically
over the rural scenery, its high belfry
rearing its head against the overhanging
blue vault.

As if matching with the grandeur of this
imposing holy edifice, the enchanting
landscape holds the visitor spellbound.
The terraced slopes of Ta’ GRammar facing
the sanctuary reach down to the main
road. Farther away to the seaward,
overlooking the vast expanse of water, lies
Ta’ Gurdan hill, its highly-perched
lighthouse still affording an invaluable
beacon in the awe-inspiring darkness. At
its foot, like an outpost guarding the
approaches to a nearby inlet, rises the
charming crib-like hillock of Ta" Kangla.

Part of the immediate surroundings
above the sanctuary abound with extinct
stone quarries which must have been
fully utilised in supplying stone for its
erection. Singly and in small groups,
common fruit trees as the fig and
pomegrenate still dot the landscape while
vines shoot out their tender twigs across
stone hedges. A few straggling houses
close by make up a small hamlet having a
chapel dedicated to St. Publius.

In this fascinating landscape the famous
Marian shrine stands, embracing within
its sacred precincts the old chapel with its
thrilling history. In its cool shade, pilgrims
and tourists relax from the stifling heat of
summer while about them the air is alive
with twittering short toed larks and
chirping cicadas hidden away among the
greenery. In the curfew hour the tinkling
church bell breaks the solemn stiliness to
summon the faithful to prayer while all
around nature is hushed to rest.
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The original chapel dates back to very
remote times and judging by the estimates
arrived at by the late Mgr. Giuseppe
Farrugia in his booklet ‘La Beata Vergine
Ta’ Pinu In Gozo”, published in 1891, it
must be about six hundred vyears old.
Similar wayside chapels were scattered all
over Gozo at the time of its erection, but
later collapsed through the ruinous hand
of time and public neglect. Undoubtedly,
such would also have been the fate of this
historic chapel but for the timely
intervention of the zealous faithful every
time disaster seemed imminent. Time and
again access was forbidden in view of its
dilapidated condition.

In the Siege of Gozo on July 16, 15651, it
was devastated but again restored till the
pastoral visit of Mgr. Cubelles in 1554.
Considering its speedy restoration and the
few hundred survivors after the Siege, it
must have been very dear to the islanders.
In 1675, the Apostolic Visitor Mgr. Peter
Duzzina, alarmingly observing its well-
nigh collapsible state again declared it
inaccessible and ordered its demolition.
But the inscrutable designs of Providence
had decreed otherwise. Tradition has it
that at the outset of the demolition process
a labourer had his arm broken and his
workmate broke a leg. Looking on this as
evil portents of their own impending doom,
they gave up and no further attempts were
made. From its humble condition it was
destined to be eventually transformed into
a world-famous Marian shrine, the pride of
the islanders and the wonder of foreigners.

Early in the seventeenth century a
wealthy landlord named Pinu Gauci,
owner of the site where the chapel is
iocated, undertook its restoration at his
own expense; later also making handsome
donations for its upkeep and entrustied the
renowned ltalian painter Amadeo
Perugino with a painting of Our Lady in



1619. Through his becoming so closely
associated with the fascinating history of
this chapel, Pinu Gauci unwittingly had his
name transmitted to posterity. Though not
ranking among his masterpieces,
Perugino’s painting is jealously treasured
in view of its miraculous and historical
connexions. In it Our Lady is depicted in a
full-length standing posture, head bathed
in a golden aura of light slightly inclined to
the left, eyes uplifted and hands reverently
folded in an attitude of prayer. Angels are
placing a crown on her head, also encircled
with a diadem of twelve stars. Beneath lies
an open sepulchre recalling the
entombment with six apostles ranged
about sorrowfully gazing upwards as She
is assumed into heaven. Two short
inscriptions read: “Mr. Pinu Gauci son of
Saviour Gauci” and “‘Painted by Amadeo
Perugino 1619”. The painting makes an
irresistible appeal kindling devotion in the
onlooker.

In his pastoral visit of 1879, the late
Archbishop Peter Pace again found it in a
very bad state, with a leaky ceiling and
almost beyond repair. However, contrary
to all expectations, this critical juncture
when its preservation was at stake proved
to be a turning point in its destiny. Better
days lay ahead.

Undoubtedly, the two most glorious
chapters in its chequered history were
written on June 22, 1833 and on June 20,
1935. On June 22, 1883, at about 10.00
a.m. a pious peasant spinster named
Carmela Grima hailing from GRarb was as
usual taking a meal to her brothers whom
she had left tilling the fields. Being in a
hurry and unable to pay even a fleeting
visit, she recited a short prayer on passing
in front of the chapel. On rounding a bend
along; the tortuous road leading from the
chapél, she heard a voice twice or three
times calling her and saying: “Come,
come”. Carmela looked around puzzled
and on seeing no one in the deserted fields,
following a recitation of a Hail Mary, made
as if to go on. Suddenly the same
mysterious voice broke again the stillness
of the hour saying: “Do come today for
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you'll be unable to come here the lapse of a
year”. There remained no further doubt
that the mysterious voice proceeded from
the chapel.

Retracing her steps she summoned up
her failing spirits, entered and beside
herself with celestial joy, continued her
prayers. Finishing which, while making for
the frontal door, the same voice called out
again: “Recite three Hail Marys in
commemoration of the three days of my
entombment”. Instantly acceding to the
request, she returned home. Not only did
those brief ecstatic moments mark the
most important landmark in the annals of
this Marian shrine; they also played a
brilliant role in promoting the traditional
teaching of the Assumption leading to its
eventual proclamation as a Dogma of Faith
in 1950 by the saintly Pope Pius Xil. On
June 25, 1958, the 75th anniversary of
this most glorious episode, during the
rectorship of the late Mgr. Lorenzo Portelli,
a marble slab bearing a bust and
inscription was fixed to the facade of
Carmela Grima's house on the outskirts of
Gharb to commemorate this remarkable
event.

Meanwhile, the words of the prophecy
were fulfilled to the letter: not long
afterwards Carmela fell sick and for a year
was unable to visit the chapel. What
indescribable sorrow must have pierced
her heart at the thought of being withheld
from her longed-for visits to the beloved
Lady!

Shunning the limelight of publicity and
given wholly to a contemplative life of
prayer and penance, for two years Carmela
disclosed her heavenly secret to none.
Later, while talking to a pious peasant
bachelor also native of Gharb, Francesco
Portelli, their topic shifted to the neglected
chapel. To kindle in him greater devotion to
that miraculous ikon of the Madonna, she
confided to him the celestial secret;
whereupon he also made known to her
that for six times he had heard the
Madonna calling him and imploring
devotion to the wound caused by the Cross



on Christ’s right shoulder as He dragged it
up the hill of Calvary.

For two subsequent years the reserved
heavenly-favoured peasants kept their
secrets all to themselves. Then in 1886
Vincenza Portelli aged 75, mother of the
same Francesco, was miraculously cured
of heart disease and other chronic
ailments after having had recourse to the
prodigious image when the attending
doctors had given up every hope. News
spread all over Gozo, bringing in its wake to
this very day countless spiritual and
temporal favours that the compassionate
Celestial Queen has ever since been
bestowing on her suppliant children. Two
other prodigious healings among the first
recorded deserve at least a passing
reference for their particularly striking
nature. The first involved the
instantaneous cure of 27 vyear-old
Margerita Bartolo of Nadur after being
stricken for eleven years with Ophoritis
and ancilary infirmities. Another
instantaneous and likewise impressive
healing from almost complete blindness
concerned Carmelo Azzopardi, a draper,
hailing from Valletta. So completely
restored was his eyesight that for a long
time afterwards he worked far into the
night in the dim light of a kerosene lamp.
By now news of these miracles had spread
to ltaly and the Maltese communities in
North Africa.

Naturally, these outstanding cures
brought about considerable sensation
among the faithful and devotion to Our
Lady of Ta’ Pinu rose accordingly, leading
to the first organised pilgrimages to the
chapel. Suffice it is to mention those that
took place in June 1887, the memory of
which lingered on for a considerable time
afterwards. OnWhit Tuesday June 1887, a
detachment of lIrish soldiers from the
Cornwall Regiment of Light Infantry then
billeted at St. Geroge's (Malta) crossed
over to Gozo. Betore lunchtime they
marched from Victoria to Ta' Pinu in
blazing sun, their regimental band playing.
On arrival, their accompanying chaplain
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Fr. Hayden S.J. delivered an impressive
address dwelling on the rapidly-spreading
devotion to Our Lady of Ta’ Pinu, following
which prayers were recited. Then, to the
strains of brass instruments, they sang the
hymn famous among English-speaking
Catholics, “Hail, Queen of Heaven". It
must have been a really touching and
thrilling spectacle watching those
Irishmen once more testifying to the
staunch faith instilled in their distant
forefathers by the glorious St. Patrickl!

The second pilgrimage likewise on a
grand scale took place on the 12th of the
same month by the lay tertiaries affiliated
to the Conventual Friars Minor residing at
Valletta.

It is said that Carmela Grima was
granted a vision of the magnificent temple
over the site whereon the original chapel
stood. It then occurred to then-Bishop of
Gozo Mgr. Giovanni Maria Camilleri to
transform that cherished chapel into a
splendid shrine. in this he was warmly
seconded by an able and erfergetic rector,
the late Mgr. Giuseppe Portelli. He took
over at a most crucial time, a transitional
period so to speak, when the chapel was
undergoing a transformation from its
humble status to a world-famous Marian
shrine. Mgr. G. Portelli's rectorship
spanned a period of thirty-three years
{1916-49), including of course the critical
dark days of World War Two with the
attending administrative difficulties and
shortcomings. His Lordship and Magr.
Portelli willingly laid their hands to the
plough being warmly supported in their
noble holy idea by the then-Archbishop of
Malta Mgr. Peter Pace, himself a Gozitan
who never forsook his native Gozo.
Donations poured in from all over the
islands while the Maltese communities
throughout Great Britain, ltaly, North
Africa, Australia and America as well as
foreigners from lIreland and other
countries equally rose to the occasion.

To the renowned architect and civil
engineer André Vassallo went the



laborious task of drawing up the plan while
the celebrated master-mason Vitor Vella
was entrusted with its execution. No
efforts were spared to achieve the best
possible results. Undeterred by the great
hazards involved (on one occasion two

workmen died through a fall from the -

scaffolding) particularly in those days
when modern building equipment was
totally lacking, the arduous work forged
ahead. On the 13th of December, 1931,
the solemn consecration was carried out
by the then-Bishop of Gozo Mgr. Michael
Gonzi, while building was completed on
the 8th of May, 1936.

This magnificent sanctuary forms a
blend of architecture and sculpture, a fine
specimen of workmanship at its best. As
with great Marian shrines the world over,
on stepping in you are gripped by an
unusual sense of deep peace and felicity,
feeling as it were immersed in an
unearthly atmosphere. Your attention is
drawn to a life-size stone statue of the
Assumption perched high in a niche
behind the high altar. Over-looking the
side altars are colourful mosaic works
representing familiar scenes from the life
of Our Lady, as the Annunciation and Visit
to Elizabeth. In the centre of the presbytery
supported on four columns rises an
exquisite canopy being an inward emblem
testifying to its rank as a Minor Basilica.
Within the sanctuary in the chapel of the
Immaculate Conception are interred the
mortal remains of Carmela Grima and
Francesco Portelli.

Gracing a space between two naves
stands a marble pulpit surmounted by an
eagle while miniature stone statues of the
Apostles in niches below the vault adorn
the sanctuary. A room in the right hand
corridor leading to the inner chapel houses
arich collection of votive offerings donated
in thanksgiving for favours received.
Besides a host of other testimonials of the
boundless compassion and intercessory
power of Our Lady, here we find displaced
a life-jacket left by a grateful youth
miraculously saved from drowning; steel

splints donated by a grateful devotee cured
of leg infirmities and the wooden crutches
of a formerly-crippled individual. There is
also a stirring account of an aged man
miraculously saved from drowning
through a fall in a raging storm while
baiting lengths of twine, when he couldn’t
even swim. Moreover, he was doubly
benefited through a successful outcome
after undergoing a very difficult operation.

In glass cases on a stand near the main
entrance are displayed different kinds of
souvenirs ranging from common articles
as holy medals, holy pictures, rosaries to
others not so common and very attractive.
Miniature mementoes suitable for a living
room, or bedroom, all bearing an effigy in
metal or otherwise of Our Lady of Ta' Pinu
with electrical devices. Guides in neat
uniforms speaking different languages are

The Marble Pulpit at Ta’ Pinu Sanctuary



on hand offering every available help.
Visitors are shown round and great pains
taken to satisfy their curiosity through
detailed information. A Visitors’ Book
bears numerous signatures running into
thousands of people of different
nationalities, religious beliefs, colours and
social standings. | feel it would be most
fitting to reproduce at least one moving
entry, namely, that penned down by the
Bishop of Prato, Mgr. Fiordelli: 'l have laid
at Her feet my Diocese, my poor self, my
beloved clergy, the spiritual needs of my
flock. May the Madonna bless us”.

Another glorious event in the splendid
history of this famous Marian shrine
occurred in 1935, when the miraculous
image was solemnly crowned by the
Cardinal Legate, His Eminence Alessio
Lepicier, whose portrait hangs in the
sacristy. Every year on June 22, at 10.00
a.m. church bells throughout Gozo peal
out joyously in commemoration of the
unforgettable event of 1883.

During the Second World War (1939-
1945) at the height of the blitz on Malta, Ta’
Pinu Sanctuary must have had several
narrow escapes from destruction,
particularly as it liesright on the route then
followed by enemy aircraft operating
against Malta from their bases in Sicily. It
had become customary for enemy
bombers to drop their bombs haphazardly
to make good their escape on being
intercepted by British fighters. On one
such occasion a near miss shattered the
stained glass windows which were
replaced after the war. Another tragic
event on the fateful May 6, 1942 should
come in at least for slight reference
through its connexion with Ta' Pinu. On
that ill-starred day at about 4.00 p.m. the
first in a series of fifteen Wednesdays
preceding the feast of the Assumption of
Our Lady, a number of passengers had
boarded a route bus at St. Sabina Square in
readiness to leave for Ta' Pinu. The sirens
sounded an alert but several passengers
simply ignored it and stayed on in the bus.
Shortly after the all-clear was given, two
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German aircraft machine-gunnedthe bus,
killing the driver and injuring several
passengers while scrambling out in the
ensuing panic.

After its centuries-old chequered
history, often interspersed with the
intervention of the supernatural, this
famous Marian shrine has finally assumed
its rightful place among the foremost in the
world, becoming a focus of attention for all
who set foot on Gozo, whether Maltese or
foreigners. Indeed, we may safely claim
that it has become a “"must” to all visitors.
The highest ecclesiastical and civil
dignitaries call there, while postcards,
tourist brochures, calendars as well as
books about our islands unfailingly carry
its photo, thus finding its way to the
remotest corners of the world.

Apart from the distinguished

,personalities aiready referred-to,

Interior of the Basilica



eccesiastical and lay, who have figured
prominently in the distant past. mention
must also be made of those departed not so
long ago and others still living who are
striving in different ways to foster devotion
to Our Lady of Ta’ Pinu. Foremost comes to
my mind the saintly peasant Francesco
Mercieca, familiarly known as Fren¢ tal-
Gharb. Ever since hisyouthful days he was
imbued with a tender devotion to Qur Lady
of Ta' Pinu, witness his compositions in
verse in Her honour. His lifetime may be
fittingly summed up under two headings:
promoting devotion to the Blessed Virgin
and furthering by every possible means the
general welfare of his fellowmen. By word
and example he tirelessly strove to attain
both. Such was his selflessness that after
a hard day’s toil in the fields he would
willingly -sacrifice his few remaining
leisure hours to minister to the needs of
the distressed who would flock to his
home. These tiresome ministrations would
continue from dusk for hours on end, often
lasting far into the night, sometimes even
till the small hours of the following
morning. From all walks of society, locals
and foreigners would flock to him seeking
advice on different matters. To the
depressed he gave encouragement,
consolation to the bereaved and to the
bodily afflicted, cures or patient
resignation to God's will. Broken families
were again made whole, family quarrels
patched up and reconciliations brought
about among fallen-out friends, always
winding up by recommending devotion to
the Blessed Virgin. Through his
instrumentality donations poured into the
Sanctuary to be later diverted both for
embellishments within as well as for
external grand projects connected with the
Sanctuary. To him came the original idea
of placing life-size stautes up the hill of Ta’
Ghammar forming the present Way of the
Cross.

Francesco Mercieca passed peacefully
away on May 19, 1967. Together with
Carmela Grima’s and Francesco Portelli’s,
his intercession is often invoked and holy
pictures distributed among the faithful in
gratitude for favours received.
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This holy and most praiseworthy
mission of promoting devotion to Our Lady
of Ta’ Pinu continues at a brisk pace and
may be said to have gathered momentum
inrecent years during the episcopate of His
Lordship Mgr. Nicholas Cauchi and the
rectorship of Mgr. Benedetto Camilleri.
Both are striving very hard together with
ecclesiastical and lay co-helpers to fully
realize their saintly and noble mission,
which is clearly evident in the spiritual
and temporal spheres.

Apart from the time-hallowed devotions:
of the fifteen Wednesdays preceding the
feast of the Assumption, other religious
activities include Pontifical Masses ‘'sung
on special Marian occasions.
Concelebrations likewise have become a
frequent occurrence; while lay sodalities
as Legion of Mary and Catholic Action
members are taking a more active part in
functions held throughout the liturgical
year. Renowned speakers of different
nationalities are brought over to deliver
talks and address conferences on topical
issues. Through the medium of the
efficient and indefatigable rector Mgr.
Benedetto Camilleri, a set of life-size
marble statues of the Passion have finally
arrived from Italy and been placed in
position forming the Way of the Cross up
Ta" Ghammar hill, thus realizing the
lifelong dream of the late Francesco
Mercieca. It should be recalled that the
miniature models of these statues were
cast some years ago by the then-budding
Gozitan sculptor, Alfred Camilleri Cauchi.

During the Lenten season particularly,
penitential pilgrimages are organised by
the different parishes of Gozo up Ta’
Ghammar, making the Way of the Cross.
On a similar occasion, Bishop Cauchi
himself leads a pilgrimage for youths.
Parishes from Malta organize their own
pilgrimages in summer. Outings for the
shrine are also held for inmates of the two
local orphanages, St. Joseph Institute and
Our Lady of Lourdes Home as well as from
the Old Folks Nursing Home at Victoria
Hospital.

(ikompli pagna 50)
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FUQ
KARMNI GRIMA

M. Frangisk, kif tafha lil Karmni Grima?

T. Kelli tlettax-il sena meta mietet Karmni
Grima. Billi ahna konna mrobbijin hdejn il-Knisja,
ta’ spiss kont nara lil Karmni gejja I-Knisja. Id-dar
fejn kienet toqghod Karmni, dak iz-zmien kienet I-
ewwel dar fil-bidu tar-rahal ta’ I-Gharb. Karmni
kellha erba’ passi gmielhom biex tasal il-Knisja;
kienet tilbes hwejjeg goffi u antiki — bil-kemm ma
jkaxkrux ma’ l-art — ghonnella kbira mlebbta
maghha u dejjem b’kuruna tar-Ruzarju b’zibeg
kbar ta’ I-injam f’idejha. Mid-dar ghall-knisja u
mill-knisja ghad-dar, dejjem tghid ir-Ruzarju.
Milli jidher, Karmni kien fiha persuna mhux hazin
fi zmienha. Jien nafha ta’ aktar minn tmenin
sena, u taf int, min ikollu z-zmien jitkemmex u
jickien.

intervista ma’

FRANGISK CAUCHI
mill-Gharb

M. Frangisk, ghedtli Ii Karmni kellha I-boghod
biex tasal il-Knisja. Kif kienet taghmel biex tmur
kuljum il-Knisja?

T. Meta Karmni ma kenitx ghadha tiflah tigi I-
knisja bil-mixi, wiehed mill-eqreb girien li kellha,
Wigi Cini, kien iwassalha I-Knisja fuq karettun ta’
Amar ckejken li kellu. Wigi kien jimbotta I-

karettun flok il-Rmar. Meta dan Wigi kien iwassal
lil Karmni I-Knisja, kien ihalli I-karettun f'xi genb,
fejn ma jaghtifastidju lil hadd u jerga’ jmur id-dar,
ghaliex Wigi kien ikun diga sema’ quddies.
Sakemm kien ghadu jiflah, Wigi kien jisma’
dejjem il-quddiesa ta’ I-ewwel, ghall-habta ta’ |-
erbgha jew ta’ I-erbgha u kwart ta’ fil-ghodu. Dak
iz-zmien, il-kapitlu tal-Kolleggjata, ghall-habta
tas-sitta ta’ filghodu kien jaghmel matutin, lawdi
u quddiesa konventwali kuljum Allura meta Wigi
kien jisma' I-gniepen tal-Knisja jhabbru s-
Sanctus, kien jerga’ jinzel il-Knisja biex iwassal lil
Karmni d-dar. Fuq il-karettun, Karmni kienet tkun
dejjem bl-ghonnella f'rasha.

M. Frangisk, ghedtli li kellek tlettax-il sena meta
mietet Karmni. Tiftakar xi haga dwar din il-grajja+
T. Kienet il-gurnata ta’ Lapsi, festa kkmandata.
Ahna t-tfal konna nistennew din il-festa b'herqa
kbira bieximmorru |-bahar, id-Dwejra, aktarx biex
nghumu Il-ewwel ghawma. Ghall-habta ta’ nofs
in-nhar, smajna li mietet Karmni ta’ Pori, ghax il
Karmni Grima hekk konna nsibuha. Dak il-hin
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stess, tlagna ghad-dar ta’ Karmni biex naraw lil
Karmni mejta, naturalment bil-mixi, ghax dak iz-
zmien hekk konna mmorru. Kif wasalna d-dar ta’
Karmni sibniha lesta fit-tebut. Kienet liebsa libsa
bajda, faxxa celesti, lesta ghall-funeral, ghaliex
Karmni kienet mietet bil-lejl. Id-dar ta’ Karmni
kienet mimlija bin-nies, sac¢erdoti u sorijiet jitolbu
ghal ruhha. L-ghada sar il-funeral u Karmni
ndifnet fil-qabar privat tal-Kan. Dun Guzepp
Grech li kien il-Kan. Teologu tal-Kolleggjata.

M. Frangisk, fejn jinsab dan il-qabar?

T. Dan il-gabar ta’ Dun Guzepp Grech kien
jinsab fil-knisja parrokkjali ta’ I-Gharb, ghax dak
in-nhar kienu ghadhom jidfnu fil-knejjes, izda
forsi disa’ jew ghaxar snin wara, il-gisem ta’
Karmni rega’ nqala’ mill-qabar biex jittiehed fis-
Santwarju Ta’ Pinu. ll-qlugh tal-fdal ta” Karmni
mill-qabar sar b’mod I-aktar privat u I-knisja
nzammet maghluga biex ma jkunx hemm folla.
Dan ix-xoghol kien f'idejn I-Imghallem Vitor Vella
li kien ghadu jahdem Ta’ Pinu. Kellu zewg lavranti '
mieghu. Ghal din I-okkazjoni kien hemm prezenti

I-Arcisqof Emeritus Mons. Mikiel Gonzi, li dak in-nhar kien Isqof ta’ Ghawdex. Kellu
mieghu lill-kappillan Dun Salv Tabone, il-Kang¢illier tal-Kurja, Mons. Mikelang Xerri
u x-xufier tieghu Gangu. Kien hemm prezenti wkoll is-saéerdoti tal-parroé¢éa u anki
xi sacerdoti minn San Lawrenz. Kien hemm ukoll Marinton Grima, in-nepputija ta’
Karmni. Kif tellghu t-tebut mill-gabar, il-Kan. Grech dahhal idu fil-genb tat-tebut u
gieb flixkun tal-hAgieg li kien issigillat u minnu hareg karta li wrieha lill-Isqof Gonzi u
anki lil xi ohrajn. Minn dawn in-nies kollha li semmeijt, baqa’ biss hajjin, ix-xufier
Gangu, il-Kan. Dun Bernard Portelli (li jigi z-ziju ta’ I-Isqof Nikol Cauchi), jien u hija
Leli. Jekk baga’ xi hadd iehor ma niftakarx. Imbaghad il-fdal tal-kadavru ta’ Karmni
tqgieghed go tebut tal-kewba u gie ssigillat.

M. Tista’ tghidli kif ittiehed il-fdal ta’ Karmni Grima fis-Santwarju Ta’ Pinu?

T. Kienet gurnata fost il-gimgha. X'hin il-Kapitlu spicca mill-ghasar, li kien isir
kuljum, sar it-trasportbit-tebut ta’ Karmni ghal Ta’ Pinu. Hadu sehem il-membri tal-
kapitlu, u tal-kleru, xi sa¢erdoti minn San Lawrenz, u I-poplu ta’ I-Gharb bi hgaru,
ghax dawk li kellhom iktar minn 25 sena kienu jafu lil Karmni personalment. It-
tebut konna rfajnieh: Sander Cauchi, Francis Tabone, Karmenu Formosa u jien.
Konna ghadna guvintur. Meta wasalna vi¢in Ta' Pinu, mhux it-triq biss kienet
mimlija bin-nies, izda anki I-hitan tar-raba’, ghax dak iz-zmien quddiem il-Knisja
ma kienx hemm bini. In-nies kienu kollha bl-imhatra min ibus it-tebut jew imiss xi
kuruni mieghu.

L-ghada, il-kapitlu u I-kleru tal-parro¢ca, ghal xi t-tmienja ta’ filghodu rega’
mar Ta’ Pinu u hemmhekk saret quddiesa kantata. Imbaghad it-tebut gie midfun fil-
kappella tal-Kun¢izzjoni fejn ghadu hemm sal-lum. Hemm ukoll il-fdal tal-kadavru
ta’ Frangisku Portelli li kien sema’ wkoll il-lehen tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu. ll-lapida li
tahtha kienet midfuna Karmni gieghda migbura fis-sagristija I-qadima tal-Knisja
parrokkjali ma’ xi tliet lapidi ofra. U I-gabar li fih kienet midfuna Karmni I-ewwel
darba ma’ rega’ ndifen fih Radd, ghaliex id-dfin fil-knejjes spi¢¢a u flok I-ogbra sar
ukoll il-paviment ta’ I-irham.




M. Frangisk, trid izzid xi haga ohra? .
T. lum il-Knisja tal-parroééa antika
mhux biss tgawdi |-privileggi ta’ aktar minn
200 sena kolleggjata u aktar minn 90 sena
matric¢i, hija bazilika u santwarju tal-
Vizitazzjoni; imma tgawdi I-privilegg li mill-
fonti tal-maghmudija taghha Hhadu |-
maghmudija z-zewg gharajjes ta’ Kristu
devoti tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu: Karmni
Grima u Frangisk Portelli. Barra minn
hekk, minn dan il-fonti ha s-sagrament tal-
grazzja wkoll il-mexxej tad-djocesi
ghawdxija, li fis-Santwarju ta’ Pinu, illum
f'eghlug il-mitt sena mid-dehra tal-
Madonna, ged jigbor lil uliedu ghawdxin u
bil-kelma qawwija u kuraggjuza tieghu
ighallem il-Vangelu ta’ Kristu u t-taghlim
tal-Knisja mqgaddsa, apostolika, rumana.
Viva I-Madonna, omm taghna I-Maltin u |-
Ghawdxin.

li-qabar ta’” Karmni Grima

D

TA’ PINU SANCTUARY THROUGH THE CENTURIES

; Nor has the cultural aspect been
forsaken. In fact particular attention is
being devoted to increasing cultural
activities always with the predominating
aim of fostering devotion to Our Lady. A
Marian Cultural Centre has been opened
.opposite the Sanctuary with Fr. Carmel
'Borg in charge as Assistant-Director with
i the twofold aim of disseminating Marian
'literature and chronicling day-to-day
events inthe sanctuary. Hence the Blessed
Virgin’'s brilliant and unique role in the
Divine plan of salvation is thus brought
within easier reach of the reading public,
better understood and better appreciated.

Though in its early stages, this library is
already  stocked with a fairly good
collection of Marian literature notable
pamphlets, reviews and books in different
languages mostly Maltese, English, Italian
and French. A quarterly review entitled

“Our Lady of Ta’ Pinu” now in its fifth
year is being published with various and
most appealing contributions, including
also thanksgiving notices for favours
received, baptisms and marriages
celebrated therein as well as presentation
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(Jagbad minn: - pagna 47)

of babies in token of gratitude. Marian
literary competitions are also organized. A
most praiseworthy and pious practice has
been introduced, namely, sending in
petitions in sealed envelopes for spiritual
and temporal favours with promises of
prayers for the intentions of the senders.

Besides, the former residence of
Carmela Grima on the outskirts of GRarb
has been converted into a Museum,
displaying some personal belongings
including farm tools. )

Last year we commemorated the
hundredth anniversary of the greatest
landmark in the history of this famous
Marian shrine, the glorious episode of the
22nd June, 1883, when our Heavenly
Mother and Principal Patroness deigned to
commune with her lowly confidante
Carmela Grima. Highlights of these grand
celebrations were undoubtedly the Ninth
Marioligical International Congress and
the Sixteenth International Marian
Congress held Tast September with the
heartfeit approval of His Holiness Pope
John Paul Il and based on the themes:



“Marian Devotion in the Seventeenth and
Eighteenth Centuries” and “Our Lady
Mother of Reconciliation”.

In a joint pastoral letter dated April 10,
1981, His Grace the Archbishop of Malta
and His Lordship the Bishop of Gozo
expressed their identical views that both
Congresses should aim at a radical
Christian renewal in our lives, surely the
crying need of the times. Having lost sight
of the Christian values in life, modern
society has consequently sunk into an
abyss of moral and spiritual degradation.
To the rapidly-increasing threat of total
annihilation through a nuclear World War
Three, add other grave social evils
relentlessly undermining the very
foundations of society: internal strife,
divorce, abortion, blasphemy, profanation
of Sundays and drug-addiction top the list,
not to mention seemingly-insoluble
economic ills afflicting every country.

Hardpressed of all sides, with a very grim
outlook, let us follow the beaten path of our
ancestors in their unwavering devotion
and staunch confidence in the Blessed
Virgin. To our all-powered and
compassionate Celestial Mother they
unfailingly turned for support in every

crisis, obtaining miraculous interventions
in their behalf in a most conspicuous
manner as the troublous history of our
islands amply testifies.

Once again let us avail ourselves of this
rich heritage of deeply-rooted Marian
devotion and amid the encircling gloom
fervently implore HER powerful
intercession and that of Her chaste
spouse, the great St. Joseph, Patron of the
Universal Church, fully confident that our
earnest pleading will not be in vain.

LOUIS GAUCI.
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IL-KOBOR U D-DEVOZZJONI TA' MARIJA

Marija hi I-Bint privileggjata tal-Missier Etern, li nissilha bla dnub mill-
ewwel ta’ I-ezistenza taghha, li fiha jsib “il-ghaxqa Tieghu".

Marija hija dik li Kristu ghazel li tkun Ommu. Hu hejjieha u refaghha ghall-
missjoni unika taghha bhala Omm t'Alla.

Marija hi dik li I-lspirtu s-Santu mlieha bil-grazzja sa mill-ewwel mumenti
ta’ hajjitha; kemm fit-Thabbira ta’ I-Anglu u fic-Cenaklu giet imfawra bid-doni ta°

I-Ispirtu s-Santu.

Hadd, la fis-sema u langasfl-art, ma jista’ joqghiod Adejn Marija, minfhiabba |-
kobor, is-setgha u I-glorja taghha li giet imsebbfia bihom.

(Kard. Suenens).

(Kard. Suenens).

(Kard. Suenens).

{Isgof N. Cauchi).




~LILL-MADONNA TA" POMPEI-

Quddiemek Madonna
Nitghaxxaq b'haddejk,
Tkellimni go galbi
li-harsa ta’ ghajnejk.

Fi Adanek, ja Ommna,
Int ghandek Bambin,
B'tas-sema, il-harsa
Fih afina henjin.

U, isfel f'riglejkom
Hemm zewg gaddisin,
H-Kbir San Duminku
Ghassies taghna d-Din.

U Rosa |-qaddisa
Ma’ D'minku I-gieh,
B'idejhom mifruxa
Moghtija [-gliegh.

B’kuruna tas-sema
Gew lilhom moghnija,
Biex biha jitfahhAru
Gesl u Marija.

U fehemha Duminku
Dil-gawwa tas-sema,
Rebhiet garrab biha
Qlub godda Hu hema.

O Mgaddsa Kuruna
Li tqaddes l-erwieh,
Li tke¢¢i u tharrab

Lill-ghadu bla gieh.

Nghozzuha I-Kuruna
Li tatna Marija

Gieh dejjem ma’ Binha
Natuhom fohrija.

KAN. DUN NIKOL VELLA APAP
1 ta’ Frar, 1984.
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Ghelug il-60 Sena mill-Kanonizzazzjoni ta’ Don Bosco

IL-MADONNA GHAJNUNA TA’ L-INSARA
FIL-HAJJA TA’ SAN GWANN BOSCO

(L-Ewwel Parti)
Minn MONS. FRANGISK BORG

Ghaddew hamsin sena minn meta I-
Papa Piju XlI, f'ghelug il-Gublew
Straordinarju |i sar fl-1933-34, bhala
gheluq il-1900 sena tal-Fidwa li wettaqg
Sidna Gesti Kristu bil-mewt tieghu fuq il-
Kalvarju, iddikjara gaddis lil Gwann Bosco
fI-1 ta’ April, 1934.

San Gwann Bosco twieled qgrib Torin fis-
16 ta’ Awissu, 1815, u lahaq qassis fl-
1841. Bil-ghajnuna tal-Madonna huwa
waqqgaf ghat-tfal subien u guvintur
Oratorju f'Valdocco, fil-belt ta’ Torin, u biex
l-opra tieghiu ma tintemmx mieghu waqqgaf
Kongregazzjoni ta’ sacerdoti i taht il-
patro¢inju ta’ San Frangisk de Sales.
Flimkien ma’ Suor Domenica Mazzarello
wagqqaf is-Sorijiet ulied Maria Awsziljatrici
biex jiehdu Rsieb il-bniet u x-xebbiet. Miet
{Torin fil-31 ta’ Jannar, 1888.

Kewkba tal-Hajja u Apostolat tieghu

ll-kbir Napuljun Bonaparti, wara li fis-
suppervja tieghu kien tefa’ fil-habs lill-
Papa Piju VI, ghax ma berikx |-armi biex
bihom jahibat ghar-Russja, wara i kien
kwazi hataf |-Ewropa kollha, fl-ahhar gie
mirbuh fil-battalja ta’ Waterloo u gie eziljat
u mghasses fil-gzira ta’ Sant'Elena, grib I-
Afrika.

GHhRall-kuntrarju, il-Papa Piju VI,
mehilus mill-Rigbs, b'radd il-Rajr lill-
Madonna, waqqaf il-festa tal-Madonna
Ghajnuna ta’ I-Insara li kellha tigi
ccelebrata ghall-ewwel darba fl-24 ta’
Mejju, 1815.

Kwazi tliet xhur wara, fis-16 ta’ Awissu,
I-ghada tal-festa ta’ Santa Marija,
f'dagsxejn ta’ rahal fil-kampanja jismu
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Becchi, qrib Torin, twieled il-gaddis
tagfina, it-tieni tifel ta’ Margerita Occhiena
mart Frangisk Bosco, li kien mizzewweg
darb’ofira u li kellu tifel jismu Toninu mill-
ewwel mara. L-ghada |i twieled fil-
magﬁmudlja tawh l-isem ta’ Glovanm
jew aRjar Ganninu.

Ganninu Bosco, twieled f'familja fqira,
wild ir-raba’, imma tar-ruh. Ommu, in-
nanna Gerit, kif kienu jsibuha I-quddiem
ulied Don Bosco, kienet wahda minn dawk
in-nisa nsara tal-ghageb ghall-hila ta’
ruhihom u I-fiegga tat-twemmin taghhom,
billi jgisu li jimxu dejjem mat-tagfilim tal-
Knisja Kattolika. Margerita Occhiena i
twieldet f'Caprilio, izzewget ma’ |-armel
Frangisk Bosco, ghadu fl-ahjar tieghu. Dan
kellu ghorfa f'Becchi u ftit tmiem raba’
jahdimhom hu, fil-grib tar-rahal. Mili-
ewwel mara kellu tifel biRalma ghidna, i
kien lahaq id-9 snin. Margerita ngibdet lejh
u hiabbitu bhal binha, kif ukoll kienet thobb
lix-xwejfia omm zewgha i kienet
tghammar mieghu.

Fis-sena 1813 tweldilhom tifel u
semmewh Guzeppi; u sentejn wara, kif
hidna, fis-16ta’ Awissu, 1815, kellhom il
sanninu. Kienu fil-genna ta’ l-art
ghialkemm kienu fgar, imma langas lafiqu
ghaddew sentejn fuq it-twelid ta’ Ganninu
meta missieru Frangisk marad u miet. Ftit
gabel ma miet, lil martu b’lehien miksur
galilha: “Margerita fudli hsieb uliedi
kollha, fug kollox nirrikkmandalek lié-
¢kejken: qis li tiehu hsiebu, imsejken
Ganninu”. Dawn kienu |-ahhar kelmiet li
Aargu minn fommu gabel ma miet. Kienul-
11 ta’ Mejju, 1817, meta Ganninu safa
Itim. Din it-tarbija ltima kienet iddestinata



minn Alla biex gurnata ssir il-missier ta’
eluf ta’ ltiema mad-dinja koliha, bil-
ghajnuna tal-Madonna Awziljatri¢i, il-
Kewkba tal-Apostolat tieghu.

Holma ta’ meta kellu 9 snin

Meta kellu 9 snin, Ganninu Rolom holma
li bagghet impressjonata f'mohhfiu. F'din il-
fiolma sab rufiu f'bitha kbira Kafna, fejn
kien hemm Hhafna tfal jilaghbu: biééa
minnhom jilaginbu, bi¢¢a jicéajtaw, u bicéa
jidghu. Meta sama’ d-dagha, Ganninu
gabez go nofshom u ghamel Riltu kollha
bil-kliema u bil-ponnijiet biex isikkithom.
Dak il-hin deherlu ragel, wi¢cu kollu dija,
liebes ta’ sinjur, b’'mantell abjad li kien
jghattilu persuntu koliha. Sejjah il
Ganninu b’ismu u gallu jogghod hu bhRala
kap taghhom u wissieh: “Mhux bis-swat,
izda bl-imAabba u bil-Riewwa trid tirbah
lejk lil dawn hAbiebek. lzda ghallimhom
dwar il-kruha tad-dnub u s-siwi tal-virti".

Imbezza, Ganninu wiegbu li kien tifel
fgajjar, injurant u li ma kienx kapaci
jghallem id-duttrina lil dawk it-tfal kollha.
F'dagga wahda, it-tfal waqfu mill-glied u
mid-daghia u bdew jersqu kollha ma’ dak
is-sinjur li kien gieghed ikellmu. Allura
Ganninu stagsieh: “Min inti Sinjur i
tridni naghmel din il-faga impossibbli?”
Is-Sinjur wiegbu: “Sewwa sew ghaxdinil-
Raga tidhirlek impossibbli, li inti ghandek
taghmilha possibbli
ubbidjenza u billi titghallem!” “Kif nista’
nitghallem jekk ommi ma tistax thallasli I-
iskola?”’ wiegbu t-tfajjel. "“Naghtik jien
wahda ghalliema li fl-iskola taghha int

I

tista’ ssir gharef u li minghajrha kull gherf

tad-dinja mhux hlief bluha”. “Imma int
min int?” rega’ stagsieh Ganninu u s-
Sinjur wiegbu: “Jiena I-lben ta’ dik li
Ommok ghalmitek isselmilha tliet darbiet
kuljum”. “Imma x’jismek?" rega’ stagsieh.
U s-Sinjur wiegbu: “Ismi stagsieh il
Ommil” U hu u jghidlu hekk, Ganninu
lemafi ma’ genb is-Sinjur, Marata’dehral-
izjed sabiha, liebsa mant jiddi minn kull
naha, sejhitlu Rdejha, Raditlu idu f'idha u
qaltlu: “Hares!”” Ganninu hares madwaru
u ra li dawk it-tfal kollha ghebu u flokhom
kien hemm qtajja’ ta’ gidien, klieb, gtates,

permezz ta’ |-
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S. é&vann Bosco, devot tal-Madonna

orsijiet u hafna annimali ofira. “Dan hu |-
gasam tax-xoghol tieghek, galtlu hawn
ghandek tahdem, gis li tkun dejjem umli,
ta’ kuragg u ta’ gawwa; u dak li issa ged
tara jsir minn dawn I-annimali, inti ghad
trid taghmlu fuqg uliedi”. It-tifel dawwar
mill-gdid ghajnejh u minflok I-annimali ta’
gabel sab ruhu mdawwar b'hafna frief
helwin. Dak il-fin, dejjem fil-holm, infexx
jibki u talab lis-Sinjura biex tkelimu aktar
¢ar ghax ma setax jifhem x'riedet tfisser.
Is-Sinjura qeghditlu idha fug rasu u qaltlu:
“Meta jasal il-waqt kollox ghiad tifhem.”"
Xhin galtlu hekk, sama’ bhal FRoss u
stembah u ma ra xejn izjed. Din il-Aolma
mliet ras Ganninu Bosco. Kienet il-bidu ta’
gdusitu.

Talb u Xoghol, Xoghol u Talb

Din kienet il-hajja ta’ Don Bosco. lI-Papa
Piju Xl, f'diskors li ghamel fuqu fid-19 ta’
Novembru, 1933, gal ghalih: “Mnejn dan
il-ghageb ta’ xoghol tieghu mill-agwa;
mnejn dan il-kobor ta’ xoghol i xtered
mad-dinja kollha hlief ghat-talb tieghu lil
Alla, talb ta’ bla ma jaqta’, ghaliex qisuh
dejjem migbur f'Alla? Tabilhaqq jista’



wiehied ighid ghalih i x-xoghol tieghu kien
talb u t-talb tieghu kien xoghol; u
togoghdlu tassew, ghaliex ftit daqgsu
setghu jghidu ghalihom |i x-xoghol
taghhom huwa talb. X'kienet it-talba
tieghu ‘'l Alla Rlief “Da mihi animas caetera
tolle?’” ‘Aghtini |-erwief, u I-bgija
Audu?”.” U é-¢kejken Ganninu Hhtieglu
jafidem kmieni. Meta bagghu bla missier,
ommu Margerita kellha tahseb ghall-
Aobzna ta’ kuljum u t-trobbija ta’ wliedha.
Ta’ erba’ snin, lil Ganninu gabditu jirgha z-
zewg bagriet li kellhom, jigbor il-hatab
ghan-nar u jghinha fid-dar kif seta’. Xitwa
u sajf ibakkru ghax-xoghol fid-dar u barra
fil-gRalga, b’'kisra hobz niexfa f'idejhom
biex jitrejqu.

Ommu Margerita, ghalkemm gatt ma
marret skola, kienet tingala’ biex trabbi lil
uliedha fil-biza" t'Alla. Ta" kull filghodu u
filghaxija, araha tigborhom madwarha u
gharkubbtejhom jitolbu ‘1 Alla jaghtihomiil-
mehtieg ghall-gisem u ghar-ruf, il-hila
biex jistghu jaRdmu u |-maffra tan-
nuqggasijiet. L-ghaxga ta’ din [-omm
tassew nisranija ssemmilhom fuq il-
Aniena t’Alla u I-gmiel tal-holgien kollu li
Alla ghamel ghall-ghajnuna tal-bniedem.

Fiz-zmien tat-tfulija ta’ Ganninu Bosco,
il-gun kien jaghfas fuq I-ltalja. Tallaba
minn kull gens kienu jiggerrew minn rahal
ghall-iehor jaraw mnejn jiksbu logma
hobz; u ghalkemm omm Ganninu jafuha
b’mara fqgira, in-nies kienet taf li fiadd ma
hareg bil-guh mill-bieb taghha, jew angas
lil hadd ma ¢ahdet rokna fejn jistkenn ghal-
lejl. Jekk tisma’ b'xi marid li jinAtieglu |-
ikel, xejn ma kienet togghod iara jekk hijiex
ser tlahfaq ghaliha u ghal uliedha, araha
tibghatlu mill-ftit i jinzerta ghandha
mahfzun. Hekk Ganninu tghallem minn
ghand ommu |-iegga ghat-talb, ghax-
xoghol u ghall-karita. Arah imidd idu jghin
lil ommu fl-eghmejjel tal-hniena li tidhol
ghalihom biex tghin lill-morda.

Ganninu Bosco jilhag Qassis

Meta gorob id-disa’ snin, omm Ganninu
rat li din il-Rajja ta’ raghaj ma kenitx
togghod ghalih, ghaliex fehmitha li Alla
ried xi xoghol iefor minnu. Imma
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f'Murialdo, raha! grib taghhom ma kienx
hemm skola u dik ta’ Castelnovo kienet il-
boghod wisq ghalihom. lzda ofit ommu, li
kienet taqdi lill-Kappillan ta” Caprilio, li
kien fetahi skola ghat-tfal zghar fid-dar
tieghu, hajjritha tibghat lil Ganninu
ghandu. Ghalkemm kien hemm madwar
zewg mili boghod, li ftieglu jimxihom
darbtejn kuljum biex imur u jerga’ lura, rif
jew xita, Ganninu xejn ma raha bi kbira la
darba ried jitghallem jagra u jikteb. “lrrid
nitghallem ghax irrid nilhag gassis”’. Hekk
kien ighid lil shabu.

Kien ghalaghom |-ghaxar snin, meta
Ganninu Bosco réieva I-Ewwel Tqarbina.
Dak iz-zmien ma kienux ihallu t-tfal
jitqarbnu qgabel ma jilRqu t-thax jew
tlettax-il sena. Imma ommu Margerita fis-
sena 1826 baghtitu jitghallem id-duttrina
f'Castelnovo. Ommu nnifisha hejjietu
ghall-Ewwel Tgarbina u dik il-ghodwa li
kellu jersaq jitqarben, riedet twasslu hi |-
knisja ta’ Castelnovo u tgarbnu flimkien, u
wissietu biex f'dak il-jum hekk ghaziz
ghalih iwieghed lil Gesu li jibga" ghomru
kollu marbut mieghu. Ganninu hekk
ghamel u Gesu Ostja dahal f'ruf dan il-
gaddej zghir u zammbha taht idejh dejjem.

Ganninu lilommukien semmielha fuqil-
fiolma tieghu u fehmitha mill-ewwel li bin-
ha kien ghal qassis. Margerita, billi Toninu
ried li Ganninu jalidem ir-raba’ magfihom,
telget kollox f'idejn Alla, u Alla sama’ t-talb
tagfiha. Dikis-sena 1826, sena tal-Gublew
mad-dinja kollha, saret missjoni ta’ tmint
ijiem fl-ibliet u fl-irfula l-kbar tal-
Piemonte. L-aktar grib ta’ Becchi, ir-rahal
ta’ Buttiera kien fejn saret il-missjoni, u n-
nies ta’ l-idwar kienet tmur filghodu u
filghaxija ghali-priedka bil-mixi flimkien,.
U hekk gara li Ganninu Bosco li kien imur
kuljum iltaga’ ma’ Dun Calosso, il-

Kappillan xwejjafi ta’ Murialdo, li kien imur

bil-mixi man-nies. Dan staghgeb meta ra
lit-tifel Ganninu ta’ ghaxar snin imur ghall-
priedki. Dan il-gassis interessa rufiu fit-
tifel u meta sar jaf bix-xewga tieghu li
jilRag qassis, ftiehem ma’ ommu biex
tibghatu kull filghodu biex hu jghallmu |-
Latin u wara nofs in-nhar jibga’ jahdem fir-
raba’. Ganninu ried itir bil-feri. Mar



ghandu jitghallem. Sabu iebes I-ilsien
Latin, imma ma gatax galbu; dahal ghaih
b'fhiltu kolltha u peress li kien mohfiu tajjeb
beda miexi I-quddiem gmielu. Dun Calosso
habbu lit-tifel, ghalimu kemm seta’ u meta
kien ged imut urieh fejn kellu merfugha |-
flus biex Ganninu jefodhom Hhalli jkun
jista’ jkompli jistudja. Meta mietil-gassisu
tfaccat il-familja tieghu, it-tfajjel Rass id-
dmir li jaghtihom i¢-Cavetta fejn kien
hemm il-flus, u baga’ b'xejn, jittama
dejjem fil-providenza t'Alla.

Kien ghadu zghir meta tghallem jaghmel
il-Buzullotti, jimxi fug il-Rabel, bAal taé-
cirku u hafna loghob ieRor. Dan kien
iservih biex jihbor hafna zghazagh
madwaru u qabel jibda I-logfiob, kien
ighidilhom ir-Ruzarju u jsemmaghlhom I-
priedka tal-Fadd ta’ gabel. Hekk bdiet il-
hidma ta’ Dun Bosco, fost iz-zghazagh.

Ta’ Amistax-il sena, iz-ziju Mikiel, Au
ommu, baghtu jitghallem f'Castelnuovo. lt-
trig ghal Becchi kienet twila, ghalhekk
meta tkun ix-xita, mal-lejl kien jitrekken
taht it-tarag ta’ wiefied Rajjat ta’ galbu
tajba, li fl-ahihar hajjru jghammar mieghu
u jhalias xi haga zghira. Wara |-fin ta’ I-
iskola beda jghin lil dan il-Rajjat u filwaqt li
kien inalias I-allogg tghallem is-sengha ta’
hajjat. U hekk baga’ biex ifiallas I-allogg u
jixtri I-kotba jafidem ta’ mastrudaxxa, ta’
haddied, xoghol li kellu jservih il-quddiem,
meta beda jigbor it-tfal u z-zghazagh.

F'sentejn ghadda kors ta’ tliet snin, u

ghalkemm kien jahdem wara I-hin ta’ |-
iskola, gieb l-oghla marki possibbli, ghax il-
Madonna, li taghha kien tant devot, dejjem
ghenitu.

FI-1833, wara |i ha l-parir ta’ Dun
Cafasso, gassis li kulhadd kien ifahfiru
ghal qdusitu, Ganninu li kien ged jahsibha
jidfiolx mal-Frangiskani, gataghha [i jsir
gassis. Mar Chieri f'Kullegg tal-Gizwiti u
hemm issokta jitghallem.

“Hmistax-il xahar wara, f'Ottubru 1835,
fil-knisja ta’ Castelnuovo, fejn tghammed
ghoxrin sena qabel, il-kappiilan libbsu s-
suttana ta’ kjeriku u Ramest ijiem wara,
talab 'I ommu tbierku, gabel jitlag ghas-
Seminarju ta’ Torin. Margerita taptpitiu
fug spallejh u galtlu: “Meta inti gejt fid-
dinja, jiena tlagtek f'idejn il-Madonna,
meta bdejt tiighallem, ridiek tibga’ dejjem
devot taghha u titiobha fit-tigrib, issa
nitolbok li tghozzha dejjem bhala Sultana
tieghek!” Ganninu Bosco wasal fl-ahhar
biex jagta’ xewqtu. Dun Guala, Rettur tas-
Seminarju ta’ Torin wegfidu li jhallaslu |-
ewwel sena; it-tieni u ti-tielet sena
rebafihom b'xejn bil-hila tieghu. Mis-
Seminarju Minuri ghadda ghas-Seminarju
Magguri u hemm baqga’ dejjem jispikka fl-
istudju, fl-imgieba tajba u fil-gdusija.
Qaddes fl-1841 u minn dak inhar sar
maghruf bhala Dun Bosco.

(fissokta f'Rarga ohra)

minna.

IL-MATERNITA TAL-MADONNA
Jekk trid tkun iben Marija, jehtieg li tghix it-tbatijiet tieghek fid-dawl tal-fidi.

L-imRabba ta’ I-ommijiet kollha flimkien kapa¢i tqabbad huggdiega kbira;
imma din |-imhabba ma tizboqx I-imRabba li Marija ghandha lejn kull wiehed

“{I-fidili kollha ghandhom jaghmiu talb fiergan lil Marija, Omm t'Alla u Omm
il-bnedmin, biex ikun hemm il-ghaqgda fost il-poplu t'Alla.

(F. Cutiaz).

(Sac. G. Alberione).

(Koné. Vatikan ll).




ID-DEVOTI TAL-MADONNA
JILQGHU L-ISTEDINA TAGHHA

L-istorja tas-Santwarju tal-Madonna ta’
Pinu mhux biss insibuha miktuba u
ppubblikata minn diversi awturi serji u
responsabbli fir-ricerki taghhom, imma
iktar importanti, hija storja minquxa fil-
qalb ta’ eluf ta’ devoti, Maltin u GRawdxin,
li ta’ spiss jinxteftu f'riglejn Marija biex
ifanhruha, jirringrazzjawha u jitolbuha
tghinhom fil-htigijiet taghihom.

Meta jzuru s-Santwarju ta’ Pinu, id-de-
voti tal-Madonna jkunu ged iwiegbu ghal
dik I-istess stedina li -Madonna ghamlet lil
Karmni Grima: "Ejja, Ejja”". Min qatt jista’
jifhem x'Aasset Karmni fdik il-laggha
ntima mal-Madonna fil-kappelia ¢kejkna
taghha dak inhar tat-22 ta’ Gunju, 1883?

Dak il-feri u paci spiritwali li Rasset
Karmni fil-jum tal-laggha taghha mal-
Madonna gatt ma jista’' jitfisser bizzejjed
meta tinkiteb I-istorja ta’ dik il-grajja.

Imma d-devoti ta’ Marija li bhal Karmni
Grima jilgghu dawk il-kelmiet ta’ stedina,
“Ejja, Ejja”’, u jwiegbu ghalihom bis-
serjetd u bid-devozzjoni li tixraq, jista’
jkollhom xi hjiel ta’ dik il-paci li hasset hi
meta semghet il-lefen ta’ Marija jsejhilha.

F'dan is-santwarju kull qalb thoss il-
prezenza ta’ Marija. Min jasal sa Ta' Pinu,
donnu bla ma jaf kif u ghaliex, ihossu gisu
migbud minn xi gawwa misterjuza, u
malajr jintilef f'mumenti ta’ talb f'riglejnil-
Madonna.

Kull min izur is-santwarju donnu mhux
kuntent li jlissen biss it-tlett Ave Marijiet li
I-Madonna talbet minn ghand Karmni
Grima; imma jfioss ukoll il-htiega li jiftah
galbu ma’ Marija, juriha bil-ferh u n-niket
tieghu, u jitlob minn ghandha twegiba ghal
dak koliu li jtaqqal il-galb.

Dawk kollha |i jersqu friglejn il-
Madonna ta’ Pinu, ipoggu taht il-harsien
taghha ta” Omm il-problemi kollha
taghhom. Hafna huma dawk li anke jiktbu
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l-intenzjonijiet taghihom u jatdawhomiha
taht |-artal taghha biex jipparte¢ipaw mit-
talb li ma jaqta’ qatt halli Marija tehlishom
minn kull hemm li jkolthom jew tghinhom
isibu kuragg biex igorru s-salib i
jtaggalhom.

Huwa fenomenu interessanti hafna li d-
devoti tal-Madonna Ta' Pinu jhossu i
huma parti fajja mill-istorja ta’ dan is-
santwarju; iflossuhom ixxurtjati li huma
wkoll, bhal Karmni Grima hassew il-
prezenza ta’ Marija, u jghozzu |-lagghat
tagfihom maghha f'dawk il-mumenti-ta’
talb li jghinuhom mhux ftit biex ihobbu lil
Gesu u jimxu |-quddiem fit-triq tal-qdusija.

Bhala turija ta’ radd il-hajr ghal tant
grazzji magqlugha bl-intercessjoni ta’
Marija, Rafna minnhom jibqghu
jfakkruhom billi jRallu xi tifkira fil-"Kamra
tal-Weghdi” bhala ringrazzjament, jew
inkella billi jnizzlu isimhom fir-registru tal-
weghdi maglugha, ghad li ma jongsux
dawk il-lagghat intimi ma’ Marija
minquxa fil-galb tad-devoti taghha, imma
mohbija ghal ghajnejn il-pubbliku.

ll-laqgha ta’ Karmni Grima mal-
Madonna nkitbet b'ittri tad-deheb fl-istorja
ta’ pajjizna, u;Rull Malti u Ghawdxi serju
jghozz, u jAossu kburi b’din il-pagna tal-
istorja tagfina. Imma waqt li nammiraw il-
generozitd li biha Karmni Grima wiegbet
ghas-sejhia tal-Madonna, ma nistgfiux ma
nammirawx ukoll il-generozita ta’ tant u
tant devoti ta’ Marija li ta’ spiss iwiegbu
ghall-istedina taghha u jmorru jagfituha |-
gima tagfAhom fil-post maghzul minnHa
nnifisha...

Din il—generaiité Marija tiefu pjacir
biha, u ghalhekk hi min-naha taghha ma
tongosx li tkun generuza u tkompli xxerred
grazzji abbundanti fug uliedha kollha u
tghinhom biex ifiobbu iktar lil Gesu.

DUN GUZEPP CAMILLERI.



Santwarji Marjani fl-Ewropa .,

Minn DUN GUZEPP GRECH CREMONA

L-Ewropa nisranija hija mimlija bis-
Santwarji Marjani. Hawn sa nsemmi xi ftit
minnhom u nibda minn Ruma. Ghax kif
galet Marija stess “kull nisel sa jsejjafili
hienja” (S. Luga Kap | v. 48).

RUMA

L-ikbar knisja tal-Madonna gewwa
Ruma hija I-bazilika famuza ta’ S. Maria
Maggiore, mibnija mill-Papa San Liberju
fis-Seklu IV. ll-Papa Frangiskan
Konventwal Sistu V (1585-1590) zied ii-
kappella tas-SS.mu Sagrament waqt li
Pawlu V (1605-1621) zied il-kappella
Burghese fejn hemm
Madonna ““Salus populi Romani” sa minn
zmien San Girgor il-Kbir. (590-604). Imma
I-eqdem knisja tal-Madonna f'Ruma hi 8.
Maria in Trastevere mibnija minn S.
Kallistu I {li jinsab megjum fiha u li miet fis-
sena 222). Fost Santwarji Marjani ofira tal-
Belt Eterna, insemmi biss §. Maria degli
Angeli mibnija minn Michelangelo fit-
Terme ta’ Djoklezjanu (Piazza Esedra). S.
Maria della Vittoria tal-Karmelitani Skalzi,
moviment tar-rebha ta’ Praga, S. Maria in
via tas-Servi ta’ Maria fejn hemm il-

Madonna del Pozzo, il-Madonna del Mira-

ix-xbieha tal- .

colo f'S. Andrea delle Frate tal-Patrijiet”

Minimi fejn ikkonverta I-Lhudi Alfons ta’
Ratisbonne, u fejn gaddes I-ewwel
quddiesa San Massimiljanu Kolbe, il-
Madonna tat-Trig, ghand il-Gizwiti tal-
Knisja ta’ Gesu, il-Madonna del Divin
Parto ghiand I-Agostinjani fil-Knisja ta’ S.
Wistin, u dik tal-Perpetuo Soccorso ghand
ir-Redentoristi ta’ S. Alfons (Via Merulana)
barra minn tant ofirajn.

QGrib Ruma, insibu I-Abbazija ta’
Grottaferrata tal-Patrijiet Baziljani, il-
Madonna tal-Bon Konsill gewwa
Genezzano ghand I-Agostinjani, il-
Madonna tal-Grazzja, fil-Katidral Velletri,
u 8. Maria Liberatrice ghand I-Agostinjani
ta’ Viterbo.
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ITALJA

L-agwa Santwarju Marjan fl-ltalja hu

-dak ta’ Loreto, i ilu mill-1291, Zmien il-

Papa Frangiskan Konventwal Nikola IV
(1288-1292). Sistu V (1585-1590) ta’ i-
istess Ordni Ratru Katidral. lllum hu
Uffiécju tal-Kapuééini.

Gewwa Firenze, barra mill-Katidral
immens ta’ §. Maria del Fiore u I-famuza
knisja tad-Dumnikani ta’ 8. Maria
Nowvslia, hemm il-Bazilika tal-Karmnu u s-
Santwarju tas-SS. Annunziata tas-Servi
ta’ Maria. Dan I-Ordni beda fis-sekiu Xlli
f'"Montesenario qrib Firenze fejn
ghandhom is-Santwarju tad-Duluri.

Anke Napli ghandu s-Santwarju tal-
Karmnu, il-famuza Madonna Bruna u
mhux boghiod minn Napli ghandna dak li
tieghu kien darba Rettur S. Gwann
Leonardi (li miet-fl-1609) u dak tant famuz
ta’ Pompei, imwaggaf mill-Beatu Bartolo
Longo, Terzjarju Dumnikan, fl-1875.

Famuz fi Sqaliija I-Katidral ta’ I-Assunta
f'Palermo, dak tal-Madonna ‘‘della
Lettera”, f'Messina u s-Santwarju tal-
Madonna ta’ Trapani.

U f'Sardinja ghandna s-Santwarju tal-
Madonna ta’ Bonaria. li-Patruna tat-
Toskana hi I-Madonna ta” Montenero, li
tinsab qrib Livorno. Importanti wkoll il-
Madonna ta’ “San Luga” Patruna ia’
Bolonja, il-"Madonna della Salute” ta’
Venezja fejn hemm ukoll il-famuza ‘S.
Maria Gloriosa de’ Frari’’, tal-Minuri
Konventwali, |-Assunta ta’ Tiziano, ii-
Madonna ta’ Monte Berico grib Vicenza,
tas-Servi ta’ Maria, $§. Maria di
Caravaggio fid-djocesi ta’ Cremona, u dak
modern ta’ Monte Grisa fid-djoCesi ta’
Trieste.

Gewwa Milan, barra mill-Katidral I-iktar
famuz tal-Bambina, ghandna s-Santwarju



ta’ S. Maria spora S. Celso, mnejn telaq il-
Beatu Giovanni Mazzuccenighall-martirju
gewwa Woodlark fl-O¢eanja {1885) u dak
tal-Bambina, Casa Madre tas-Sorijiet ta’
dan l-isem, imwagqgfin minn S. Bartolomea
Capitanio u S. Vincenza Gerosa. Insibu
mbaghad gewwa Torin is-Santwarju tal-
Consolata li tieghu kien rettur San Guzepp
Cafasso, dak tal-Awziljatrici imwaqqgaf
minn San Gwann Bosco, u dak tas-
Superga, mibni mir-rejiet ta’ Casa Savoia.
Fl-ahharnett, insibu f'Genova I-Assunta,
knisja sabiha msejfia ta’ Carignano, u I-
Madonna della Guardia, barra miil-
Kuncizzjoni ta’ Piazza Corvetto, tal-
Patrijiet Kapuccini, fejn hemm il-gisem ta’
I-ajk gaddis, San Frangisk minn
Camporosso.

Santwarji Taljani ofira huma fost |-
ohrajn il-Madonna Inkurunata ta’ Foggia,
dik tal-Providenza tal-Barnabiti ta’ Piazza
Dante gewwa Napli, il-Madonna

MirakuluZza ta’ Foggia, dik tal-Grazzja fil-
Katidral ta’ Faenza, il-Madonna tan-Nar fil-
Katidral ta’ Forli, “"tad-daqqa ta’ harta™ fil- -
Katidral ta’ Vercelli (imsejha hekk ghax
kien hemm bniedem Razin li taha daqqga
ta’ harta), il-Madonna tal-Karmnu fil-
knisja ta’ S. Gwann Battista gewwa
Rimini, il-Madonna tas-Safifa, fil-Knisja
ta’ San Kamillu ta’ Milan, is-Santwariji
maghrufa ta’ Rho; ta’ Oropa, ta’ Saronno
u ta’ Varallo, il-Madonna tal-Purezza,
ghand it-Tejatini ta’ Napli fejn hemm il-
gisem ta’ San Gejtanu, il-Madonna ta’ |-
Angli, barra mill-belt ta’ Assisi, tal-
Frangiskani Minuri, il-famuzi Katidrali ta’
Siena u ta’ Pisa, u tant u tant ofirajn. Ta’
min isemmi li San Bernard ta’ Oairauxkien
ried li I-knejjes kollha Cistercensi jkunu
dedikati lill-Assunta (famuza qrib Milan il-
knisja ta’ Chiaravalle Milanese), u San
Duminku ried li I-knejjes Dumnikani jkunu
wkoll dedikati lill-Madonna taft
kwalunkwve titlu.

iy

kollu.

IT-TWELID U D-DULURI TAL-MADONNA

Nifirhiu fit-twelid ta’ Marija Bambina, ghax hi kellha tkun u saret il-glorja tas-
sema, it-tama tad-dinja, il-biza’ ta’ l-infern u l-omm ta’ l-istess Alla.

Ejja naghtu gima lili-Vergni Marija, ghax it-tifkira tat-twelid taghha tkattrilna s-
sliem ta’ hajjitna, filwaqt li nfiossu I-ferh ghas-sehem li kellha fil-fidwa.

Bir-ragun it-twelid tieghek, o Marija Bambina, ifakkar u jiabbar il-ferh fl-univers

“Il-gnus kollha jsejhuli hienja”, qalet Marija bi spirtu profetiku, u l-poplu t’Alla
mxerred mad-dinja jiftahar li gieghed tafit il-mant qawwi tieghek.

“Eva tatna mill-frott tal-fiajja; u flok hajja gatlitna bis-semm; Marija dewqitna
mill-frotta ta’ mhAabbtek; Ges...hajja li qatt ma tintemm”.

“Alla tieghek, fik demmek jiggerra; B'halib sidrek int lilu rabbejt; Int ghallimtu
jitkellem u jimxi; Int il-lilewwa ta’ bewstu hassejt”.

(Aréisqof Em. M. Gonzi).

(E. Gerada, Pro-Nuncio ﬁI—Pakistan).

(Liturgija).

(Mons. Ed. Pecoraio).

(P. Mattew Sultana).

(Poeta A. Cuschieri).




MILL-
HAJJA TAS-

;SANTWARJU

' Migoura minn DUN KARM BORG |

MARZU (ikompli)

9. Pellegrinagg mil-
Legion of Mary tar-Rabat
ghas-Santwarju tal-
Madonna ta’ Pinu. Wara
saret il-Via Sagra ma’ |-
Gholja ta’ Ghammar.

11. Sar pellegrinagg

mill-parroc¢éa ta’ San Law-

renz. Mexxew il-pellegri-
nagg is-sacerdoti tal-
parro¢éa Dun Guzepp
Piscopo u Dun Manwel
Cutajar.

Fl-istess jum I-Arcipriet
Mons. Carmelo Mercieca
mexxa peilegrinagg mill-
parroc¢ca tax-Xewkija u |-
Arcipriet Dun Alwig Vella

flimkien mal-kleru tal- -

parro¢¢a mexxa Konceleb-
razzjoni fis-Santwarju fi
tmiem il-pellegrinagg i
sar mill-parrocéa taz-
Zebbug.

17. Fl-okkazjoni tal-
Festa ta’ San Guzepp,
Mons. Isqgof Nikol

Cauchi mexxa Funzjoni
ghall-irgiel Ghawdxin fis-
Santwarju tal-Madonna
ta’ Pinu. Fid-diskors ta’ I-
okkazjoni Mons. Isqgof
fReggegd lill-irgiel GRawd-

xin biex ifarsu lejn San
Guzepp u jzommuh bhala
mudell ghalihom ta’ kif
ghandhom jiehdu Asieb il-
familja taghhom u jrabbu
lil uliedhom fiz-zminijiet
tal-lum.

22. lllum, id-Djakni
Ghawdxin, flimkien mal-
Prefett tas-Seminariju,
Dun Mikiel Mintoff,
ghamlu pellegrinagg
ghas-Santwarju tal-
Madonna ta’ Pinu. Giet
icéelebrata I-Ewkaristija u
sar talb lill-Madonna bi
thejjija ghall-Ordinazzjoni
Sacerdotali.

lllum ukoli, il-Kappillan
Dun Gwann Cini flimkien

.ma’ xi sacerdoti tal-

parrocéa, mexxa pellegri-
nagg ghas-Santwarju
mill-parrocéa tal-Fontana
fl-okkazjoni tas-Sena
Maqgaddsa tar-Redenzjoni.

24. ll-Kan. Dun Salv
Pace, Direttur Djo¢esanta’
I-Abbatini, organizza
pellegrinagg ghall-
abbatini kollha ta’
Ghawdex. Huwa siess
mexxa Koncelebrazzjoni
flimkien ma’ ghadd ta’
sacerdoti Diretturi parrok-
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kjali tal-Piccolo Clero u fi
tmiem il-quddiesa ta’
tifkira il dawk kollha i
attendew. Madwar 300
abbatini Ghawdxin Radu
sehem f'din il-funzjoni u
wara saret Via Sagra
ghalihom mis-Santwarju
ta’ Pinu ghal fuq I-gholja
ta’ Ghammar. F'din il-Via
Sagra hadu sehem attiv
abbatini minn kull
parrocca.

Hlum ukoll Mons. Isqof
Nikol G. Cauchi mexxa Via
Sagra mis-Santwarju ta’
Pinu ghal fuq I-gholja ta’
Ghammar. F'din il-Via
Sagra HAadu senhem nies
mill-parrocéi kollha ta’
Ghawdex.

25. Ill-Kappillan Dun
Guzepp Mintoff mexxa
pellegrinagg mill-parro¢éa
ta’ Kristu Ewkaristiku
Salvatur ta’ |-Ghasri,
ghas-Santwarju tal-
Madonna ta’ Pinu.

30. Fl-okkazjoni tas-
Sena Magaddsa tar-
Redenzjoni, [-Arcipriet
tal-Katidral, Mons.
Carmelo Scicluna mexxa
pellegrinagg ghas-Sant-
warju ta’ Pinu fejn huwa



stess mexxa Koncelebraz-
zjoni flimkien mal-kleru
tal-parrocca.

31. Gie organizzat
pellegrinagg mill-parroéca
ta’ San Lawrenz u saret
Via Sagra mis-Santwarju
ghal fuq I-gholja ta’
Ghammar.

APRIL

1. L-Arcipriet Mons.
Guzeppi Borg tal-Parroééa
ta’ I-Gharb, u I-Arcipriet
Dun Nikol Vella tal-
parroé¢céa ta’ Sannat
mexxew pellegrinaggi
mill-parroééi taghhom
ghas-Santwarju tal-
Madonna ta’ Pinu. Fiz-
zewg pellegrinaggi giet
iccelebrata I-Ewkaristija u
sar talb lill-Madonna.

4. Fl-okkazjoni tas-Sena
Mgaddsa tar-Redenzjoni,
I-Azzjoni Kattolika ta’
Ghawdex organizzat
pellegrinagg ghas-Sant-
warju ta’ Pinu. Dun Karm
Hili, Assistent Ekklezjasti-
ku Djoéesan gaddes ghal
dawk li hadu sehem fil-
pellegrinagg u wara saret
Via Sagra mis-Santwarju
ghal ma’ l-gholja ta’
Ghammar.

5. ll-Legion of Mary taz-
Zebbug organizzat pelleg-
rinagg ghal ta’ Pinu. Dun
Salv Tabone gaddes ghal
dawk li hadu sehem fil-
pellegrinagg.

6. IlI-Kumitat Djocesan
taz-Zghazagh organizza
pellegrinagg ghaz-
zghazagh Ghawdxin
ghas-Santwarju tal-
Madonna ta’ Pinu. Wara li
I-Kan. Dun Anton Refalo
mexxa r-rit tat-Tgarbin fis-
Santwarju, u hafna

zghazagh tgarbnu, saret
Via Sagra ma’ I-gholja ta’
Ghammar. Mijiet ta’ zgha-
zagh minn Ghawdex kollu
hadu sehem fdin il-Via
Sagra.

8. Is-Superjur tal-
Fergha Ewkaristika ta’
Malta, Gorg Grima, mexxa
pellegrinagg penitenzjali
ghas-Santwarju tal-
Madonna ta’ Pinu. Saret
ukoll Via Sagra mis-
Santwarju ghal ma’ |-
gholja ta’ Ghammar, fl-
okkazjoni tas-Sena Mqgad-
dsa tar-Redenzjoni.

Mum ukoll [-Arcipriet
ta’ Ghajnsielem, il-Kan.
Dun Guzepp Zerafa mexxa
pellegrinagg penitenzjali
mill-parrocca tieghu ghas-
Santwarju. Saret ukoll Via
Sagra ma’ I-gholja ta’
Ghammar.

11. Saru pellegrinaggi
mill-Kommunitajiet tal-
parroééa ta’ San Gorg u
tal-knisja ta” San Frangisk
tar-Rabat. Saret konceleb-
razzjoni li tmexxiet mill-
Arcipriet Mons. Emman-
uel Mercieca u Dun Louis
Bezzina ghamel I-omelija
ta’ |-okkazjoni.

14. lI-Moviment Ewka-
ristiku ta’ Ghawdex
organizza Lejl Adorazzjoni
fis-Santwarju ta’ Pinu.
Wara quddiesa mid-
Direttur tal-Moviment,
tkompliet [-adorazzjoni
sas-sighat bikrin ta’
filghodu.

15. Ill-Kappillan ta’
Keréem, il-Kan. Dun
Frangisk Debrincat mexxa
pellegrinagg mill-parro¢ca
tieghu ghas-Santwarju
tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu.
Huwa gaddes ghal dawk li
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Radu sehem fil-pellegri-
nagg.

16. IlI-Kurja 'Maria
Vergni’ tal-Legion of Mary
organizzat pellegrinagg
ghas-Santwarju ta’ Pinu
ghall-membri taghha tan-
Nadur, tax-Xaghra u tal-
Qala. Wara li I-Legjunariji
hadu sehem fil-quddiesa
komplew dan il-pellegri-
nagg penitenzjali bil-Via
Sagra li saret ma’ I-gholja
ta’ Ghammar.

17. Fi tmiem I-irtir
taghhom tar-Randan
f'Manresa, il-Professjo-
nisti ghamlu pellegrinagg
ghas-Santwarju tal-
Madonna ta’ Pinu. Huma
Radu sehem f'quddiesa li
saret ghalihom mill-
predikatur ta’ I-Irtir.

18. L-Azzjoni Kattolika
ta’ Keréem organizzat
pellegrinagg ghat-tfal u |-
istudenti. Qaddes ghali-
hom Dun Girgor Grech u
wara saret il-Via Sagra
ma’ |-gholja ta’ Ghammar.
19-22. Mons. Beneditt
Camilleri, Rettur tas-
Santwarju, mexxa |I-
Funzjonijiet tal-Gimgha
Mgaddsa fis-Santwariju.
25. Fr. Alfred Pitreé
gaddes ghas-sorijiet
Agostinjani li gew
f'pellegrinagg ghas-
Santwarju. Sar ukoll talb
lill-Madonna ta’ Pinu.

MEJJU:

2. Bidu tal-Erbghat tal-
Madonna ta’ Pinu. F'dan
il-jum il-programm tal-
funzjonijiet kien hekk:
Quddies: fil-5.00 a.m.; fis-
6.00 a.m. kantata; fit-8.30
a.m. Fil-5.00 p.m. Ghasar



li tmexxa minn Mons.
Beneditt Camilleri bis-
sehem tal-Kapitlu ta’ I-
Gharb u wara quddiesa bl-
Omelija minn Dun Karm
Borg. Fit-8.00 p.m.
Quddiesa letta u wara
Mons. Rettur mexxa
Korteo ‘aux flambeaux’
fug iz-zuntier tas-
Santwarju. lI-Funzjonijietj
ta’ dan il-jum intemmu
b’Celebrazzjoni Ewkaris-
tika.

5. Fl-okkazjoni ta’ |-
ewwel Sibt tax-xahar, il-
Fergha Ewkaristika
organizzat il-laggha
taghha fis-Santwarju.
Saret quddiesa u wara
sieghia adorazzjoni.

6. Mons. Guzeppi Butti-
gieg qaddes ghal grupp ta’
Legjunarji i gew fis-
Santwarju biex jirringraz-
zjaw lill-Madonna fi timiem
I-"'Peregrinatio pro
Christi” li huma ghamiu
f'parrocéa gewwa Ruma.

12. Pellegrinagg mil-

Legion .of Mary. Qaddes
Dun Guzepp Camilleri u
sar diskors dwar Edel
Quinn minn Bro. Edward
Camilleri. Mons. Ruzar
Borg ghalaq din il-
Funzjoni b’Celebrazzjoni
Ewkaristika.

Pellegrinagg mil-‘Le
Spigolatrici della Chiesa’.
Qaddes ghalihom Dun
Karm Hili fil-kappella tal-
Madonna.

13. Pellegrinagg mill-
Onorati Maltin ghas-
Santarju tal-Madonna ta’
Pinu. Qaddes ghalihom il-
Kan. Zammit Gabaretta.

25. Saret Funzjoni
ghall-istudenti Ghawdxin.
Mexxa I-Funzjoni I-E.T.
Mons. Nikol G. Cauchi, u fi
Mons. Isgof Nikol G.
Cauchi u fi tmiem il-
quddiesa gassam kotba
tat-Testment il-Gdid il
dawk l-istudenti kollha li
Aadu sehem f'din il-
Funzjoni.

Pellegrinagg mis-
Sorijiet Agostinjani.
Qaddes u ghamel kelmtejn
ta’ l-okkazjoni P. Alfred
Pitre, Delegat tas-Sorijiet
ghal GRawdex.

27. F'gheluq il-60 sena
mill-kanonizzazzjoni ta’
San Gwann Bosco, I-E.T.
Mons. Isgof Nikol G.
Cauchi mexxa Konceleb-
razzjoni fis-Santwarju tal-
Madonna ta’ Pinu. Hadu
sehem fil-Koncelebraz-
zjoni ghadd ta’ Salezjani u
sacerdoti Ghawdxin.
Numru kbir ta’ GhRawdxin
fia sehem f'din il-funzjoni.

31. L-Arcipriet Dun
Anton Sultana mexxa
Pellegrinagg mill-parrocca
tal-Qala ghas-Santwarju
tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu,
f'ghelug ix-xahar ta’
Mejju. Huwa gaddes ghal
dawk li hadu sehem u
ghame! kelmtejn tac-
Girkustanza.

&

Via Sagra ma; I-Gholja ta’ GRhammar mill-abbatini ta’ GRawdex
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GHAWDEX:

Mary Jane Borg; Michael Sultana; Guza Said; Dolores
Zammit;, Manwel Borg; Emilia Apap; Pawla Cauchi; Maria
Azzopardi; Nata Camilleri; Maria Said; Maria Attard; Karmena
Camilleri; Karmena Borg; Karmena Sacco; Anglu Cassar; Loreta
Portelli; Stella Attard; Pawla Grima; Rita Buhagiar, Bernarda
Camilleri; Anthony Cordina; Maria Pisani; Antonia Farrugia;
Spiro Grech; M'Anna Mercieca; Lela Cassar; Carmen Ciantar;
Guzeppa Zammit; Tessie Bugeja Peter Paul Cassar; Carmen
Agius; Rita Saliba; Maria Buttigieg; John Cini; Maria Attard;
Clement Micallef; Giovanna Refalo; Victoria Galea; Maria Galea;
Doris Pace; Beatrice Lupi; Salvina Grima; Carmel Camilleri;
Therese Farrugia; Anthony Pace; Anthony Cini; Guzeppa Axiaq;
Joe Galea; Rose Cini; Joe Bugeja; Anthny Camilleri; Joe Scerri;
Salvina Camilleri; Francis Galea; Maria Bigeni; Maria Farrugia;
Gorga Borg; Loreta Xuereb; Rita Gauci; Emmanuel Spiteri; Maria
Sultana; Carmen Cini; Frangisk Sultana; Angela Micallef; Wistin
Bartolo; Maria Grech; Gamri Stellini; Beatrice Vella; Noel
Cardona; Guzeppa Grech; Frances Camilleri; Spiru Mejlag; Sunta
Cassar; Kelina Pace; Charlie Xuereb; Lilly Pisani; Mariano Haber;
Rita Saliba; Sunta Bajada; Tereza Costa; Gamri Said; Frank Said;
Cetta Debono; Lorrie Attard; Guzeppa Azzopardi; Carmen Mizzi;
Rita Grech; Maria Attard; Patricia Spiteri; Joseph Farrugia;
Guzeppi Sultana; Naney Formosa; Guzepp Borg; Gorg Cachia;
Jane Buttigieg; Liza Curmi; Joe Xuereb; M'Anna Apap; Pawlu
Grima; Cetta Xiberras; Maria Sammut; Maria Borg; Antonia
Sultana; Pawla Muscat; Mary Cauchi; Karmena Vella; Josephine
Bajada; Toni Zammit; Esther Formosa; Angela Cassar; Joe
Muscat; Carmela Camilleri.

Giacinta Muscat; Maria Cardona; Frangiska Buttigieg; Sunta
Scicluna; Tereza Camilleri; Carmen Magrin; Toni Sultana; Maria
Grima; Carmela Curmi; Taréisju Muscat; Martin Stellini; Michael
Galea; Guza Atkin; Marcelline Zammit; Paul Sultana; John
Spiteri; Joseph Mercieca; Anglu Portelli.

MALTA:

Rose Micallef; Tony Cassar; Guzeppi Zerafa; Karmenu
Micallef; Gorg Azzopardi; Mary Micallef; Tereza Xuereb; Helen
Buttigieg; Guza Vella; Vincent Debono; Louis Camilleri; Sammy
Attard; Antonia Busuttil; Joseph Farrugia; Margaret Pace; Kathy
Bajada; Dominic Sultana; David Bartoli; Carmelo Vella; Fredu
Zerafa; Philip Enriquez; Victoria Galea; Doris Aquilina; Guzeppa
Portelli; Antonia Calleja; Mary Mallia; Gorg Bianchi; Joseph
Ciappara; Salvu Farrugia; Mary Vassallo; Natasha Borg; Pauline
Demicoli; Alfred Galea; John Debono; Karmenu Cauchi; Joseph
Cauchi; Rose Mary Dalli; Sam Falzon; Miriam Axisa; Nikola
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Falzon; John Aquilina; Connie Agius; Carmen
Azzopardi; M. West; Carmela Formosa; S.
Attard; Aldo Portelli; Guzepp Gauci; Beneditt

Axisa; Gorg Vella; Carmela Bonavia; A.
Caruana; Doris Debono; Maria Zammit;
Francesca Costa.

AUSTRALIA:

Josephine Briffa; Rita Spiteri; Rita Saliba; Leli
Xerri; Mary Ann Said; George Camilleri; Anglu

Camilleri; Benny Farrugia; Gorg Pace; Mr. &
Mrs. Mercieca; Tony Vella; R. Deguara; Irene
Tonna; Salvu Azzopardi; Jean Grech; Tancred
Sultana; Margaret Caruana; Nancy Spiteri;
Grace Anastasi.

U.S.A.:

Michael Muscat; Stella Xuereb; Frank
Xuereb; Mrs. J. Haber; Michael Sultana; Rose
Vella;, Emmanuel G. Cassar; Frank Said.

ZWIGIJIET L! SARU FIS-SANTWARJU

Paul Saliba u Nina Camilleri mix-Xewkija;
Anton Farrugia minn Victoria u Doreen Pace
minn Sannat; Joe Portelli min-Nadur u Rita
Abela mill-Qala; M'Anne Falzon mill-Qala u
Teddie Xerri mix-Xewkija; Lawrence Portelli
minn Hal Ghaxaq u Maria Azzopardi mix-

Xewkija; Michael Azzopardi mix-Xewkija u
M’Anne Xiberras minn Keréem; Mario
Buhagiar minn Keréem u Frances Spiteri minn
Victoria; Salvu Spiteri mill-Munxar u Mary
Muscat min-Nadur; Twanny Farrugia minn
Victoria u Frances Spiteri mix-Xewkija.

PREZENTAZZJONIJIET TA’ TRABI LILL-MADONNA TA’ PINU

Ruth Attard —GHharb; M'Grace Mejlaq —
Nadur; Karen Lupi — Victoria; James Lupi —
Victoria; Tania Portelli — Keréem; Charles
Azzopardi - Xaghra; Romina Cefai — Zebbug;
Richard Frank Axiaq — Zebbug; Miriam Axiaq
Zebbug; Natasha Vella — St. Andrews;
George Charles Haber — Nadur; Maria Assunta
Said — Nadur; lan Galea — Imgarr, Malta;
Laurie Vella — Xagfira; James Tabone —
Hamrun; Natalie Borg — Keréem; Gesabel
Apap — Xewkija; Charmaine Cordina —
Victoria; Giovanni Camenzuli Gharb;
Mariella Cremona — Xagfira; Daniela Spiteri —
Qala; Charmaine Vella — Victoria; Paul
Debrincat — Kalkara; Stephan Bugeja —

Xewkija; Austin Xerri — Xewkija; Rosemary
Muscat — Victoria; Patricia Spiteri — Xaghra;
Martin Azzopardi — Xewkija; Ritianne
Azzopardi — Xewkija; Joseph Paul Cardona —
Nadur; Lewis Stephan Magrin — Xaghra; Rose
Spiteri — Xewkija; Denise Camilleri — S.
Gwann; Rachael Waine — Valletta; David-
Waine — Valletta; Kevin Waine — Valletta;
Michael Xuereb — Nadur; Emily Camilleri —
Nadur; Oliver Spiteri — Sannat; Roberta Cassar
— Lija; Danny Farrugia — Mgarr, Malta; Rita
Caruana — Qormi; Charmaine Portelli —

Fontana; Frances Galea — Victoria; Josef

Magro — Victoria; Paul Buttigieg — Qala; Elise
Anne Bajada — Victoria.

MAGHMUDIJIET LI SARU FIS-SANTWARJU

Paul Zammit bin Benny u Elizabeth neé Axiaq
minn Victoria; Natalie Borg bint Emmanuel u

Carmen neé Vella minn Keréem; Mario Lupibin
Frank u Emmanuela Said minn Victoria.
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WARDA Lk NMADONNA

KULL ABBONAMENT HUWA WARDA LIL MADONNA.
AKTAR ABBONAMENTI: AKTAR WARD LIL MADONNA.
L-ABBONAMENTI HUMA TURIJA TA’ QIMA LIL MADONNA.

Igbor Abbonati

Ghar-Rivista

‘‘Madonna ta' Pinu”

® XERRED DEJJEM L-ISTAMPA T-TAJBA

® HAJJAR LILL-OFRAJN JAQRAW LETTERATURA
MARJANA.

@ TRID TOFFRI RIGAL UTLI LIL HABIBEK?
ABBONAH FIR-REVISTA “MADONNA TA’ PINU".

Ibghat I-indirizzi ta’ I-abbonati I-godda lil:
Amministratur,
“Madonng Ta’ Pinu’”’,
Centru Kulturali Marjan,
Ta’ Pinu — Ghawdex.
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IS-SANTWARJU TA’ PINU MIBNI WARA LI L-MADONNA KELLMET LIL KA

RMNI GRIMA.

“Il-Vergni Marija li mit-thabbira tal-Anglu lagghet fqalbha u f'gisimha [-Verb t’Alla u gabet
il-Aajja lid-dinja, hu maghrufa u unurata bhala vera omm ta’ Alla u tar-Redentur. Hi stess
mehlusa b’mod sublimi, in vista tal-merti ta’ Binha u Mieghu marbuta minn rabta iebsa
li ma tinhallx, hi mghonija b’uffic¢ju l-aktar gholi u bid-dinjita ta’ Omm tal-Iben t’Alla, u
ghalhekk bint mahbuba tal-Missier u tempju tal-Ispirtu s-Santu: u li minhabba dan id-don
tal-grazzja l-aktar gholja tisbog b’mod kbir lill-kreaturi l-ohra kollha fis-sema u fl-art. Hi
madankollu marbuta flimkien mar-razza ta’ Adam mal-bnedmin kollha fi htiega tal-fidwa,
anzi hi “tgssew omm tal-membri (ta’ Kristu) ...ghaliex ikkooperat bl-imAabba ghat-twelid
tal-fidili tal-Knisja, i ta’ dak ir-Ras huma membri”. Ghal dan hi maghrufa wkoll bhala |-
membru singulari u ewlenija tal-Knisja u figura taghha u mudell l-aktar perfett ta’ fidiu ta’
karita, u l-Knisja Kattolika, mghallma mill-Ispirtu s-Santu bl-imhabba ta’ pieta ta’ bir
tivveneraha bhala Omm l-aktar mahbuba”.
(Mill-Kostituzzjoni Dommatika “Lumen Gentium'
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