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JESUITISM, OR POPERY AT MALTA.

“ The servant is not grealer than his 1ord.
If they have persecuted me, they will also
nersecute you.”

Tug Popedom, risen to supremacy in the Church and Stalte, chal-
lenged a controlling power over the partisans of schism and apos-
tacy from Popery. The sovereign Pontiffs, in the madness of am-
bition and despotism affccted the dominion over all mankind and
called the arm of the civil magistracy to their aid, in order to en-
force their pretensions, This deformily of the papal system asso-
cialed with kindred horrors remained, in a great measure, unnoticed
and concealed in congenial obscurity amid the dark ages, which
dawned on the world at the revival of lettcrs lhls hideous spectre
cscaped for a long lime the execralion of man tlll the llght of the
Reformation exposed the monster in all its fnghll‘ulness. The Re-
formed Religion—the Religion of the Bible—was a mortal blow fo the
papal power and inflluence, as also an event of the grealest import-
ance o mankind.  The Bible began to shed ils lustre through the
world ; the b'eams_of the Sun of Righteousness, reflected from the
Book of God, pourcd a flood of moral radiance over the earth ; and
man, opening his eycs, the spirit of darkness fled away and intellec-
tual light shed its rays through the mental gloom of t(he votarics
of Popery., The Reformed Religion, therefore, broke the Pope’s
right arm, deprived him of a considerable portion of his spiritual
dominion ; and not only curlailed his exorbitant power; but also

narrowed his influence.
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It became, therefore, the policy and interest of the Pope and his
adherents to oppose and overthrow the general diffusion of scriptar-
al information ; and in order to cffect this, the best instruments
were selected.  Accordingly, the thuaders of his bulls, excommuni-

calions, and anathemas were destined to fall from the Vatiéan upon
those, who are reckoned rebels, apostates, and deserters from the
Popish Communion.

The period of persceution and intolerance, which has intervened
between the Reformation and the present day, has been diversified
by many (heories and actlions; this series of years displays great
variely ; the popish clergy and kings wielded the civil and ecclesias—
tical power against. the Reformation, since ils rise and progress ;
and the whole Romish hierarchy, through another agency, laboured
in the work of oppression and persecution for the eradication of
Protestants and exlerminalion of their abeltors. The Jespits, there-
fore, were in the year 1540 founded with the express view of
serying the Pope, of opposing the enemics of the Romish see, and of
undcrmmm" the Protestant fallh They indecd, have ever been the
most sublle, powerful and tmplacable enemies with which the Reform—
ation has had to contend, Their grand object, has always'been, to
retard the march of a purer system, (o opposc the diffusion of spi-
ritual Tight, and to hinder the progress of religious and civil liberty.
The hopes oflhclr foundersand patrons bave not been dlsappomled
as lhcy always have fulfilled lhelr high deslmy o/ doing eul that good
may come (0 thew Chur ch I

Protcslants fostered amld lhe chamy “of pure christianily and
dccenvcd by the fair spceches and smoolh “ords of lying Jesuits,
know little of the genius of Popery; we say of Popery, because we
trace the fountam of thal corrupt system and the bitter streams which

flow from it as that wluch poisons society in Malta. To those there-
fore, who assort that the nalure of Popery is repressed by the
diffusion of letlers, the light of Revelation, and the influence of Pro-
testantism ; and that the Popedom, was compelled, though with
reluctance, to changeits cruel practices, or that'its principles are not
what they were, the following stalement is presented, supported as' it
is, by facts, to show that such symptoms of its desease still exist; and
thatits spirit,like latent heat, however occasionally it my be inactive,
is not extinguished. The case of Mrs. M. Bonavia, a native of Malta,
and converl from Popery, amply discovers the deceitfulness of all
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popish pretences to liberalily in this part of Her Majesty’s Dominion.
It exhibits, in a striking " light, Popery wunchanged, as well in the
corrupt nature of its doctrines as the cruel and (yrannical policy, in
which the Papists seck to fetter and enslave the bodies and souls of
men, though all' their apparatus of racks, wheels, and gibbets, has
lost its efficiency, and these instruments of infernal machinery of
the holy office are in ruin in the late dungeons and cells of the ' In-
quisitor’s palace now inhabited, not by ‘the Taquisitor and viclims of
popish p’ers‘e‘(‘:ulion, but by the officers of the British garrison in’ this
Istand. “This statement of facls connected with Mrs. Bonavia’s cases
prcsenls a spcc:mcn of Jesuitism; but in'respectfully submittling it-to
(he Reader, we do not charge lhe Maltese her Countrymen with the
pcrsecuhon and oppression she has undergone. Mrs. B testifies,
that the Mallese arc generous, kind, and warm-hearted, patient un-
der sutfermg, and ready to reward every little' kindness they reccive
with an’ amplc rétarn of gratitude. * She attributes not the'injustice
and oppressmn with which she and “her family have been treated
to’any peculiar‘depravity in them. . 'The ‘root of her grievances are
not Maltese—it is'a thing- of foreign importalion —it has come from
Rome and Hibernia,  Ronie has framed the ' éngine of persecution,
but the’ spiritual influence of the Romish and Irish Jasuils Priess,
that harmlcs*s thing, as some of the ‘English liberals represent it, is
the steam’ that keeps in Malta the ponderous machinery in incessant
motion. '“This is, indeed, a subjéct of imp ortance both for a sincere
Protestant and for those Political ‘men, 'who~ have not' just views of
the evil' of Popery, and ‘arc not alive to its’ subtle’ and “encroaching
spirit.  The eyes, therefore, of the British Pablic, ought at present
to be' pccu]mrly directed to what is going on at Malta, of ‘which the
Goverhor'is a Roman’ Catholic, and what is'worse, a protéctor of
the Jéshl'ls' We'trust, then, that the Re ader of these pa‘ges will
bear w:th patienee while' we adduce some facis shewmg the corre-
ctness of (lis statement, ' ' 7 :

Mrs. M. Bonavia) since'the 1st November 1839 has been cmployed
as fémale Teacher in'the Government ‘primary school of: Senglea, a
town inimediately’ opposite to Valletta in the Island of Malta; under
the direct control of the Rector of the Universily, the Canon Dr. Em,
Rossignaud. 'Mrs. 'B. at that period, was a Roman Catholic. Llllle
time had elapsed after her conversion before she began to suffer
from lime to time some gricvances, annoyances, and insults in ‘her
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own school, from the boys’  Teacher Mr. Giuseppe Madiona—who
having represented Mrs: Bonavia to her pupils as a perfect menial
and hireling to himinhis office, and baving thereby lessened the es-
timation of the girls towards (heir Teacher, and infased a spirit of
insubordisation against her, her influence was banished from the
school, till after three reports she had made to the Reclor, and in
conformity with the instructions she had received from the superior,
he, Mr. Madiona, was turned out of the school and threatened at his
peril-to desist from his interfering with the females’ school ; however,
though Mr. M. 'was checked by a superior power and could not set
hisi:foot in the school, yet he did not fail in various ways to annoy
and oppress Mrs. B.: And if one would ask the late Rector Dr. Ros-
signaud, what Mr. M. did to molest and oppress this woman? (his
Rey. gentleman would answer:—that Mr, M. had hindered Mrs. B.
from drawing water out of the well, from which she had been per-
milled to draw.it for her own house (altho’ the key of that well be—
longed to the school, and Mr. M. had instructions to leave it with Mrs.
B.; and therefore, he, the Rector, learning that she was  left for two
days, from the 27th to 29th of June 1841, without waler, he sent a
man from Notabile, a place distant more than six miles from Sen-
glea, to bring to Mrs, B, the other key he had in the University.—
That Mr. M. more than once tried to injure Mrs, B. by his false re-
ports.agaiost her, but he, knowing the whole matter between the two
Teachers, and the. truth which was on Mrs. B.’s side, terminated
‘every connection betwcen the boys and females school of Senglea ;
and thus the female Teacher, enjoyed perfect peace and tranquillity
for more than three years. | |
. ‘Bal, ‘perhaps another would ask Mrs. B.—~Why Mr. M. was so
much disposed, to annoy and insult her ; and what was the cause to
produce in him such an animosity against her? The reply which she
would give is this—namely:— 1st. That as she is a native of Valletta,
and Mr. M. of Senglea, she never saw his face before the 21st No-
vcmbcx: 1839, when she began to attend her own school; conse-
'quently, having no acquaintance with him, she refused to prepare
for him some coffee, when he personally requested her to do so, and
to drink it together with her, and at her own house, after they had
finished from the schoul,—2nd. That, as on one day having, after
school returned home and found Mr. M. laying down on her bed,
she turned him out of the house, and *‘ bade him not dare to sct
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his foot there any more;"” and to the servant “aot te open him the door
if he should come again;’ and this was when he kaew, that her hus-
band was in the country house at St. Julian’s<-for change of air on
account of ill health. “Beyond this Mrs. Bonovia is not'aware of any
circumstance to produce ' animosity in Mr. Madioda (owards her; or
molestation in her own school. “ Bul; 4§ we'kavé already obsérved,
that he ‘being kept under by the'Rector, he never darcd todisplay his
feelings towards her, till three'years after,” when a fitter opporta-
nily ‘was preparing to favor him ‘to be avenged on her, b’ecausé'shé
loved chastity and resisted temptation to sin against God' and matn-
monial faith. (Rom, vii. 2. L. Cor. vii.'89.)" | :

In January 1842, Mrs. B.'s husband ‘abandonéd ' (he crrors of the
Romish ‘church, and made a public profession of the Protestant faith
by publishing & Tract written in the Italian language, as'an answer to
a Pastoral letter of the Bishop of Malta, issied on the 20th of previous
October, against the Reading ‘and hearing the Word of God eveti in’ihe
simplicity of the Holy Scriptures; therefore, the anathemas and excom=
munications were fulminated by the Bishop,both against'the Readers
and Hearers, as ‘also against “Mrs. B.s -‘conisort; 'who was ‘pablicly
opposed to the buall of the Bishop. | Tha Priests and Jesuits; headed
by Dr. L. Fiteni, the Arch-priest 'of Senglea, kept the match in their
hands to support the po wer of the Dragon; dnd'to silence the voice of
trath, which made itself heard in’the native \longhe.- 'The resalt thén
of the Bishop's'letter soon was experienced by Mrs. B. and family
because heér husband had undertiken the missionary Work to convert
his fellow Countrymen t6-(he truth as it'is in Jesns.

- As'Mrs./B.’s'hiasband established meetmgs in his’' own'’ house for
the Reading and expounding the Scriptares in'the Mallese language,
thete soon ‘arose ‘persecution 'to himself, family, and those persons,
who ‘resorted to his house.” He therefore; his wife, and ‘even'the
helpl'éss‘ children, were not éxempted from ‘molestations ‘and annoy-
ances; hideous noises were made at their door, 'in’ the évening to
frighten the little ¢hildren, throwing of stones at their windows, and
more than three times their door-ways have been so covered with
filth, that none, could move out till it, was washed by Mrs, B. amidst
the derision of the nelghbourood as none of her three'servants would
take that toil. ' Legal proceedings were also taken against them, by
the landlord of the house they occupied at: Senglea, Strada Crocefis-
so; who, being a Priest, made a new location to another Priest,
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by which contract he raised the house rent to so exorbilant a rate,
and put sach heavy conditions, that Mrs. Bonavia and husband by
no means could accept them; it was manifest to . all, that such a
plan was a feigned: one in order to drive them oul of jthe house It
was.useless for Mrs. B,rand: husband to protest against the, illegality
of the new location, and. against the claimed, right of the landlord
who was  simply wusufructuary ; because, lhe judges (who had to
decide lbequqstlon, being Papists, .and..notorious parlxzals of the
Jesuits, and: therefore, spiritually dependant. on -Popish. hlerarch},
which blasphemously profess to hold the. Lcys of hell: and _heaven
and to open and shut them at their sovereign pleasure ), in qpposu_lon
to the laws, practice, and decisions: of: the same courts, of justice in
support ' of Mrs.. B/s claims, they approved the new, contract and
condemaed her and husband: in the expenses, and ito remove from
the house, within a shorter term thanis established by law. And here
it is not out of place to remark, that though  the new. Rev. Hirer
when he appeared before tha_Cqurt swore : *‘ that he hlms,clf was
willing 1o occupy that house, and;was in a great cargeness (o live
soon in.it,” still; after,Mrs. B. was driven.out by force from, the house,
the Rev. Priest, not only did  not fulill what he; promised with an
oath, but also let the house to-another family at,.a lower rent, than
was fixed jin the contract stipulated.to;the prejudice of Mrs.B. . That
case excited, indced, a great surprise and indig'nalionv among scveral
lawyers; who having undertaken;the plea advised Mrs. B.'s husband
to prosecute  the - Priest; for perjury. : Itis remarkable-also,-that a
similar case, and at the same time;, happened . with Dr., Gobat, the
present Anglican Bishop.at Jerusalem, who nccupying an -house in
Valletta on behalf of the Church Missionary Society, held also-meet-
ings.for the reading and.expoundingthe Scriptures to,the Mallese ;
in; which reading and expositions Dr. Bonavia, Mrs B."s;husband, was
cggaged_; and thus both Dr. G. and Dr. B. were driven outof their
houses by the Court, for no other reason, than for; their holding
meelings condemned by the pastoral letler, of: the Bishop of Malta.*
_"' ‘Dr. Bonavia. aftér ‘even ‘yéars, 'viz. on "the 28th ‘August’ 1849, con-
wversing with-a Roman Catholic; elergyman and his relativé, has been in-
formed,. that. the contracts, of new location and .the suit at law taken

againsthim and Dr. Gobat'was a plan suggested and conducted by the

Jesuits:on account of  the meelings for the leadmg and expounding the
Scnptux(;s in their houses:
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Mrs. Bonavia finding it impracticable to hire, another house ( be-
cause the ignorant prejudice of the Maltese began to prevail against
her family ), begged His Excellency the Governor, Sir F. Bouverie,
to grant her leave to occupy the emply apartments in the house
hired by the Government for opening the primary school of Cos~
picua. His Excellency sympathizing with Mrs. B.'s case, and such
apartments being devoted for the habitations of the females’ teacher
of that school, immediately granted Mrs. B. prayer (o occupy them,
and directed also that, when the school should be ready to com-
mence ils operations, Mrs. B. be removed from Senglea to Cospi-
cua’s school. Consequently the acting Rector (the Canon Dr. Psaila)
received wrilten instructions from the Government to give forthwith
possession to Mrs. B., and to deliver (o her all the keys of the empty
apartments. All this had been put into exccution, and Mrs. B.
was put in the pay-list as school-mistress of Cospicua; she began
also to make some repairs on her own account and was (o occupy
the premises within a few days, however soon her expectations were
frustrated. But it having been reported to the Chief Sccretary to
~ Government, Sir Iector Greig, a partizan of the Jesuits, by the
Acting Rector, that Mrs. B.’s hasband had had some religious conver-
sation with and Irish Roman Catholic woman, (who was still living in
that house, and had received orders to quit it, that Mrs. B, might soon
go there,) Mrs. B. forfeited the privilege granted to her a few days be-
fore. Tt was in vain for her to explain to that honorable gentleman,
that her husband was obliged to defend himself and his faith after
an altack he received from (hat woman, who was a Protestant and
had turped Papist to marry a Maltese; because, she had been
also threatened by the Chief Secretary, ‘ that if her husband should
continue to speak against the Roman Catholic religion, or distribute
tracts, she would lose the situation”*; and by the Acting Rector, “that
if she would remain in the situation, she should forsake her husband
who had become a heretic.,” These circumstances took place be-
tween the 10th to the 28th October 1842. A

In 1843, Mrs. B. being supposed to be still Roman Catholic, on
the 24th April had a visit in her own house at Senglea from (he
Arch-priest Dr. L. Fileni, Rector of that parish. The visit took
place seven days after Easter of that year. The Rev. gentleman at

"Mr. Vin. Mamo, the second assistant to (he Chiel Secretary, was present
and the interpreter in that conference,
2
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first enlreated Mrs. B. “{o turn out of the house and forsake her
husbhand as being a heretic and proscribed from the bosom of the
church ”; and to persuade her to do so, hereferred her to some
Roman Catholic divines, and above all to St. Thomas d'Aquinas,
who declares and teaches such apractice. His exhortations, how-
ever, were not successful ; and as Mrs. Bonavia, to contradict that
popish principle, told the Rev. Dr.—*That it was not new with her to
hear such insinuations ; but after enquiring from a better theologian
than St. Thomas d’ Aquinas, she had learned—that it was not lawful
to put away, or desert her husband even if he wasan infidel”; and as
the Rev. Dr. supposed that Mrs. B. had been told so by her own bro-
ther the Professor of theology in the Royal University, she therefore
to remove from him thatsupposition informed him, *“ that St. Paual
was the divine, who advised her that she is bound to live with her
husband” (L. Cor. vii. 10—16. ). This language was sufficient for
the Rev, Arch-priest to understand, that Mrs. B. was reading the
Bible and adhering to Protestantism ; he therefore changed, his aff-
able language and kind promises into curses and threatenings of
excommunication, ““ if she would not scon confess and receive the
communion at that Easter-time together with her eldest daughter,®
he would denounce her to the Bishop, and do all that has in his
power toremove her from the sitnation of school-mistress.”

~ Mrs. B. did not comply with the Rev. Dr.’s wishes, because she
had already discontinued those services of the church of Rome;
therefore, she gave him suflicient motive to fulfill his threathenigs.
Faster-time soon was over, and on the 3rd Sunday after, which
was on the Tth May 1843, the Arch-priest gave the first blow of
persecution against Mrs. B. He from the pulpit harangued the
people and through the confessional instructed his flock :(—“To be
very careful for their girls, and to walch over the school to which
they send them; as also to enguire, whether the school-mistress does
not smell of heresy, or is supposed to belong to herctics; because, if
their girls attend such schools, it would be belter for them to cut
their throats, than to send them inlo a school, where the mistress is
nothing else than the devil himself in female form.” This inflam-
matory language was quite suflicient to explain to his hearers what

* Miss Bonavia has been at last converted from Romanism, though she
was a very obstinate Papist, and now is married to an Englishman and
resident in London.
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the Parish-priest meant by his speech ; it was indeed oo plain his
language and a direct step against Mrs. B.’s school. 1In fact she
immediately was placed in a kind of a civil excommunication ; * and
the people of Sénglea have been so alarmed and began to show
their disaffection towards Mrs. Bonavia and her school, that the num-
ber of pupils, atlending the school, in a very short time was from
100 and 110 reduced to 25 and 20,

Up to this period Mr. Madiona was very quiet like a dormant ser-
pent; but being encouraged by the circumstances alluded to, very
soon raised up his head and began to make use of the best means to
show his odium, and to favour the caunse of oppression against the
woman, who was proof against his solicitations; he therefore, made
to the Rector of the Universily ( Mr. Bult ) some exaggerated reports
against Mrs. B., in consequence of which, he, ( Mr. Butt ) accompanied
by his secretary, visited Mrs. B.'s school, and made enquires about
it. From the list produced, they learned, that, within the last three
months, the average of the daily attendance of girls in her school
was from 20, to 25. Both the Rector ( an Irish and Roman Catholic
gentleman ) and his secretary expressed their surprise at seeing such
a tangible proof and contrary evidence against Madiona’s weekly
reports—* that the number of girls, attending her school, was redac-
ed to 2 and some times (o nothing ”. And here il is worthy to
remark, that whilst the Rector was in Mrs. B.'s school and exa-
mining the pupils, he received a message from the parish-priest
Dr. Fiteni, that he wished to see him and the secrelary at his house,
where he wished to have the pleasure of spending a little time in
conversation with them and some other friends, The Reclor and
his secretary accepted (he invitation. The parly was composed of
these two gentlemen, Dr. Fiteni, Mr.Madiona, and some other Priests.

* What is meant by civil excommunication, is explained by this: that
some of the people of Sengiea have cast out Mrs. B. of their sociely ;
some others withheld from her the common charity of life, though she
was in a family way ; others refused to speak to her, or even to sell ar-
ticles of first necessity, and being compelled by the poiice to do so, or to
give her passage in their boat, they threw the money into the sea, they
had received from her ; others cut the sign of the cross between themselves
and her, and spit upon her whilst passing close to them, or under their
haleony ; others insulted her with the most provoking and obscene epithels,
or throwing al her stones and nasty things, or blowing out at her face the
smoke of their cigars, whilst they passed closed to her ; in short being qot
able to walk alone in the streets, or to go to school, she was accompanied

by police-men. )
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They, indecd, were very cordially received; and the Rev. Arch-priest,
to show his complacency treated the party with a splendid refresh-
ment, It was afterwards related in a coffee house, by some of the
Priests, who attended the meeting, * that the object of that council
was Mrs. Bonavia's school and her situation.”

In June 1843, the Arch-priest Dr. Fiteni, accompanied by the
school-masler Madiona, and the wife of the porter of that school,
visited Mrs. Bonavia’s school, in order to discover what books might
be found in [the hands of her pupils. The Rev. Dr. went, while
Mrs. B. had not gone yet to the school, being little before + p. 8. a.
m. Mrs. B, however, having arrived in good time to begin her
duties, she found them still searching in the shelves made fast to the
walls of the school, to see, whether there was any protestant book.
Afterwards, Dr. F. asked Mrs, B.to open the drawers of her desk, and
table to see what books there were there. She was very much offend-
ed at such a treatment; and though being aware that neither the Rev.
Dr, nor Mr. M. had any power to require from her such an homi-
liation, yet having no cause (o fear, she complied with the Dr.’s wish.
Their suspicion was not verified, because they did not find any thing of
the kind, they were looking for; at any rate, from what Mrs. B.
understood by that inquisition, she had every reason to believe, that
- that behaviour was owing to Mr. M.’s insinuation.

In the following October and November, Mrs. Bonavia had been
repeatedly threatened by the same Rev. Arch-priest o lose her
situation, if she would not go to confession, and receive the com-
munion ; and the people of Senglea (in consequence of a pastoral
letter of the Bishop of Malta emanated on the 14th October 1843
against the Free-Masons and other private Sociely and Meelings
recently installed), had been harangued as before; but, as Mrs. B.
never allered the system of instruction adopted by the Government
for the primary schools, and following also Our Saviour’s advice
( Malt. vii, 37:) she succeeded so well as to overcome the prevailing
prejudice of the parents of her pupils, that sympathizing with her
sufferings, they were convinced, that she had become the sport of a
concentraled bigotry, and party spirit of the Pricsts. Men's lan-
gaage, indeed, discovers what country they are of, so likewise what
manner of spirit they are of, The heart is the root, and the lan-
guage is the frait; if the nature of the tree be good, it will bring
fruit accordingly.
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But before we go farther to trace Mrs. Bonavia’s struggle with the
enemies of the Word of God, we would remark, that as in that pas-
toral lelter promulgated against the Masonic Lodge installed in
the cily of Senglea, every other private Society, Union, or Meeting,
had been also condemned and anathematized, and Mrs. B.’s husbaod
was holding Sunday meetings in his house at Senglea, on behalf of the
Colonial Church Society for Divine service, the people of that city
believed, that Dr. B.’s meetings belonged to the Masonic Lodge; Mrs.
B. therefore, had been subjected (o fresh threatenings and the family
{o a bitter persecution, and had to endure every thing short of bonds
and imprisonment.  The Maltese, still deride Mrs. B. and family,
calling them cursed Free-Masons. The hearers, too, of the truth,
amounting afterwards to about 110 individuals of both sexes, have
not been without their portion of suffering.

So again in comparing the inflammatory tanguage, the mdecent
epithets and attribules lavishly conveyed by the Bishop upon Pro-
testant Ministers and Missionaries through his pastorale of the 20th
October 1841, and upon the Masons and other individuals designed
in the other pastorale of the 14th October 1843 ; and examining
also theother circumstances whick took place before and after the
latter episcopal edict, and connected with (he missionary efforts
made by Protestant Missionaries in Malta since the year 1841, we
believe, that every thinking man will be enabled (o judge, whether
the object of the Bishop, in promulgaling his pastorale against the
Free-Masons and (heir Lodge, was to reckon with them the Proles-
tant Missionaries, and Ministers, asalso Dr. Bonavia’s meelings for
Reading the Scriptures,* already called Lodge, in the other pasto-
rale of October 1841? As for ourselves, we think, it is unneces-
sary to comment upon those two pastorales, as they speak for .
themselves, and - exhibit but too clearly the real character of the
Romish system; and considering also the other (erms and ana-
logy of languages couched in the aforesaid edicls, coming from
the christian ministry, who had sarrounded the late Bishop in his
old ‘age, as well as other documents, we are persuaded to believe,
that such was the case with his lordshipf; and that also he has been

* Dr. B. held also every Monday, meetings at St. Julian’s bay, 4 village
distant 'from Valletta three and half english miles. -

+ The Governor of that time was of our opinion; he directed the exe~
cutive police to bring before the Magistrates, as it has been done, some
instances of persceution and persoral violance to Dr. B. and those who
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made the instrument of the Jesuitical party to attack unoffending
bodies of individuals, against whom the most atrocious charges have
been made with the same prodigalily and unwholly unsupported on
both occasions. The grounds upon which our opinion is based, are
the two documents we got in hand ; and as we adhere to nothing
but to truth, we deem it necessary to subjoin their copy or extract
0 make others understand fully the subject. The one is a copy of
a letter by Mrs. Bonavia's. husband addressed to the then Acting Ins-
pector of Police a few days before the pastorale of October 1843 ;
and the other of the publication of a Jesuitical paper { L’ Osservatore
Mualtese, Fasc. XXXVII. 20d Noy. 1843) accompanying and comment-
~ing upon the said pastorale with the most unwarrantable, seditious,
and unfounded assertions. ™

In February 1844, Mrs. B. had been again informed by the Rev, Dr-
Fiteni—*that he would not be satisfied till he had succeceded in driv-
ing her out of the school”; andthe Rector of University threalened
her also ““ to remove her from the situation if she would not do all in
her power that her little child be christened in the Romish churchs
and he himself be the sponsor.” Mrs. B. cared nothing for these me-
naces, and leaving herself in the hands of ZIM who ruleth among men,
not only assented that the infant should be baptized by a Protestant
minister and in the Protestant church, but also she atlended the ce-
remony, al the Dock-Yard's chapel, with the family, Attempts have
been made consequently by the Rev. Arch-priest and the Rector
with the Government (o obtain Mrs. B.’s discharge from the school ;
and to support their request, they stated the prejudice of the peo-
ple of Senglea against her; for which reason, they alleged the school
was eatirely rained. Bat the Governor, Sir Patrick Stuart, fin-
ding thatuno fault was with Mrs.B. respecting the school, and that
their statement was a motive for obtaining her discharge, he rejected
their applicalion, slaling:—* that the Government has no power to
interfere with Mrs, B.’s religious opinions.” Being thus disappointed
Dr. Fiteni and Mr. Bult in their devised plan, Mrs. Bonavia enjoyed
for nearly six months some tranquillity, and the number of the pu-
Pils began (o increase again; but soon a new storm was raised ap

attended his meetings, to show to the Bishop the effects and incompatibi-
lity of his anticonstitutional pastoral letter with the religious liberty
guaranteed by the British Government.

"~ See the Appendix, letter A and B.
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against her, and those better days were changed into bitter ones.
She had to enter into a conflict against the most intolerant outrages
and annoyances both with the head and subordinate officers of the
primary schools.

In October 1844, the Government deeming it ne cessary to exo-
nerate the Rector of the University from the direction of the primary
schools, appointed the Canon Dr. Fortunato Panzavecchia, Director
of that establishment ; Mrs. B. therefore, knowing that for a long
time there had existed a cordial friendship between the new Direc-
tor and her husband, she thought it convenient to pay a visit to him
and to congratulate him on the occasion. This wasa few days
after his appointment. As soon as Mrs.B. was introduced into the
Canon’s room, where he was conversing with some people, he in-
formed her :—* that (the Government is very tired hearing every day
complaints against her; and for that purpose he +was particularly
charged to watch over her school; therefore, on a more fitling oc-
casion he would tell her some thing, to which she must absolutely
yield, if she was willing to occupy the situati on; otherwise he should
be compelled to make a complaint; however in dealing with her, she
mast consider him as a friend, and not as a sectarian missionary like
««vveavs .. Who induces and perverts the Maltese to become herc-
lics,” Mrs. B, asked the Canon for an explanalion of what he meant,
but he replied :—*T'll do it on a fitter opportunity, when you will un=
derstand me better.”

On the 10th of that month, the Canon made his first visitation (o
Mrs. B.’s school, where in the presence of all the pupils he told her:
—** I have nothing to say respecting the instraction you give in the
school ; Tam quite satisfied with hearing, that you are a very able
teacher, and well disposed to communicate knowledge of the most
useful kind of ncedle-work ; but on account of your apostacy, and
the satanical work of your husband, I have many complaints against
you ; and for this reason, if you do not forsake your husband, and
do not recant, you will compel me soon to make a report to the Go-'
vernment for a remedy.” Mrs. B, wished the Canon.to observe *“that
her religious opinions had nothing to do with the school; and there=
fore, if for that reason he should be compelled to make a report
against her, he was at full liberty to do what he thought proper.”
Since that time the new Director began to treat Mrs. Bonavia in the
most valgar and tyrannical manner, to enforce his absurd and insi-
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gnificant injunctions, and also to use outrages, threats, and insults
for carrying out his views; and how absurd and vulgar have been
his addressings to this woman, that though she is married, still they
are painfual to her to remember: they are, indeed, offensive to honest
and chaste ears, and shameful to a man of honor, calling himself, also
God’s minister. The Rev. Canon weut so far as (o reprimand Mrs.
B. in the presence of the girls, for the least trifle he had observed
in them, or for any thing not consonant o his extravagant ideas; for
which reason the greater part of the pupils lost their estimation for
their Instructress and were infused with a spirit of in subordination.
The Canon Panzavecchia engaged also a man purposely to annoy
and oppress Mrs. B. in her own school, while she was falfilling her
duties. This man (whose name is Giovanni Bonello ) is still Mr. Ma-
diona’s assistant teacher, and also a relative. He had been placed in
Mrs. B.’s school with a few boys under the plea, that Mr. M.’s school
could not hold more pupils, whilst in reality it was half empty. The
assistant teacher, therefore, being entirely under the spiritual in—
fluence and protection of the Rev. Director of the schools, one can
imagine how well he execuled his office in pulling in metion the
engine of oppression against Mrs. B. who was at this lime in the fa-
mily way with twins ; and thus this unoffending teacher was exposed
lo a constant fretting and harassing tyranny more intolerant than
death itself., To give a full detail of the whole proceeding and per-
seculion to which this helpless female has been subjected by the
Rev. Director would be-some thing tedious ; but it is enough to
state, that in consequence of the untiring oppression carried on a-
gainst ber, and not being able physically to endure the ordeal of
annoyances and insults to which she was subjected, she many
limes fainted in' the arms of the pupils, as also vomited blood on
account of the smoking and bad smelling of the cigars introduced
into the school by this assistant teacher,—of the incessant walking
along (he room-school,—and of his singing, or buzzing noise dar-
ing the girl’s instruction, but in his time of idleness. Under such
circumstances the victim of Popish iantolerance could not derive any
redress of such outrages and oppressions from any appeal to the
Director, or request ‘to the assistant teacher; because her intreaty
was denied with the kind reply from the former;—* that the man
was placed in the school to oversee her ”; and from the latter :—*‘that
she must suffer him 5 because he was there to oppress and annoy her."’
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Thesearenot exaggerating facts, as. references can be made both to
the pupils; or their wriiten testimonials, -as well as:to the assistaut
Director (at that time); the MarquisiBarbaro . di:S. Giorgio, for their
supporl. And (o illu strate still further the peculiar’position.of Mrs:
Bonayvia-with the Reverend Dircetor, the. intelligent Reader must. be
informed,also, that on the 21th December 1847,she had been asked by
him~—4Whether she had shared in. the illumination, which heppened
to beon Sunday, the 19th of the same,, to celebrate the arirval of ‘the
new cmleovernor, Mr. More O Ferrall whro had landed the previous
Saturday,morning 2= -and for hasmg given anegative .answer, . -ou
the req,son of its being the, Lord's. day, she had been- told'by the
Canon i< That now, is arrived the set lime (o gel nd of you;. for, the
new Governor.is not of the. sect-to which, the: former Governors belonged,
who. have kept you in .the situation in spile of the Maltese, who are all
Romar; Catholics.” RN T 3 ‘

Amadstgsu(.h a conﬂucl to w\luch Mrs B Was, exposed lhe Canon
Pa,uzayeg,phn;g, for unknown molives, in JAu,ly, 1_848_ resigned his office,
the Government therefore, afler. .a, period of six manths promoted
the asgfglfan; Dirgctor, the Marquis, Barbaro di S.:Giorgio, to, tha.
Direcldrwm@{mt_he primary schools; thos, MrsoB. hoped for a change,
which would relieve her from, all the diflicultics she had had to cn-
counter for the lime past,;, 'Hm old. af(.quam{anc,e bqlwcen the fami,,
lies of, lth’arquls and, of Mgs. B s»—~khqmany obligations, which lhc
new Director still owes, her,  for: having  sellled some, . of ‘his
impaorlant affairs wilh his parqnﬁ,—-pnd lhe redress, whu,h (whcn as-
slslaqulgqplon)he w:she:d tpfgjve her;, fpr rcslragmno Lhe assistant
1eacherﬂfmm perpetrating the insulls, gud oppressions to which ho
had. bcbg}psugaied were sullicient reasous, for Mrs, (B, fo, expect
from lhqqnlew p;rgclor every., protccuon and A prompt remedy for,
lhe harqsl”ps under. wluch §h¢ LATE sugferm;,‘ Bul, how haye Mrs.,
B. s;o;ﬁp(};@l}qps bean rea lxsed? Has lhe Marquus mamlam«ed his,
pron?!,s,f, Which he, in January 1849 made lo Mrs, Bonana in.a visit,
to hqr:s;;boo}—- g thgt he never, would break lhe bonds of bns old,
fricndship, pj npl for"etlmo' lhc great 'obllgallons he ()W;a§l ber ;.
being ﬁreﬁgom any mtolcrancg and bnglry, and r;oL pm;u.dmcd
as, the, late I irgctor. was pvth hcr for lgecommg a Prolcslanl 2" By all,
means, no. e
The l&;aﬂe(s of Mrs,, B 8. pprscqu;nqn fayoqrgd hy lhq ad\ent

of a Roman Call_gnollc Goypmor ; ,,apd by the, promolgm of the
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Marquis Barbaro to the directorship, who had obtained his sifuatio
ibrough the intrigue of the Jesuits (and especially of the late ‘Pad?
Rylle, who was the instrument of the Marquis wife's apostasy fror
the protestant faith, and the very person who baptized her again
they raised up great hopes (o gather the storm again against th
individual condemned as a heretic; (herefore, to arrive at thi
vbject, they had chosen a ‘creature of their's holding the head office
of the department in which Mrs. B. was ; and to support the plan they
devised, they joined another person, who had already tried to in-
jure and destroy the honor of their vietim,  daring the rectorship
of Dr. Rossignand. “We see, therefore, the noble Marquis quite of
the same character—and even of worse and more injurious than that
of his Rev. predecessor; because, if Canon Panzavecchia was plaio
and candid with Mrs. B. in explaining to her his views in conse—
quence of her religious change; the Marquis, amid the charily pro-
fessed towards his old friend, mediatrix, and protectress,and in the
show of kindness like thatof lying Jesnits his protectors, was flatter—
ing and beguiling her, and also preparino a course for ‘carrying on
a scheme of fresh persecution and oppression, and even selling up a
nel to enlangle her. We see, then, the boasted liberalism of the
Marquis soon ‘transabstantiated” mto barbarism against the very per-
son, who, on #ccount” of his ‘marriage’ with ‘a girl uuequal in rank
and fortune, stood like "a shield between his naked breast zmd the
sword drawn against him by 'his ate father.
 Mr. Madiona also, who " as waiting to give veut to ‘his' enmity
against. Mrs. ‘B. arn,mg only from his defcated flagitious designs,
'werly embraced the opportumty he had ‘héen long' looking for,
to oppress aud persecute her.  We must not, therefore, ‘wonder at
Wim, if lie made’ use of all’ his arls'to avenge, or 'torain her. He,
whom we have seen taking an offensne part agamst Mrs. B. qulckly
and gladly undertook the task 'to begm hostility, whnch ‘he had
already shewn on different occasions against her; and vthe. popish
parly, indeed, through the instrameutality of the ‘Marquis Barbaro,
could nol possibly select a better person’ for carrying oun the work
they had began. Therelore, Mr. Madiona and the Marquls took a
prominent part iu the affair, and employed every engine m thezr
power to aid Mrs. Bonavia's persecutors.
~ Accordingly, no later than a few days after (he Marquis Barbaro
was promoted to the Directorship, to bégin his work ‘of persecuation,
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he, by aleller dated the 6th Feb, 1849, created Mr. Madiona superior
officer of Mrs. Bonavia and through the same letter, he directed him
to “take charge of Mrs. B.’s school—lo superintend the instruction of
the reading, writing, arithmetic and needle-work—to watch over her
behaviour—and in fine, in case he should sce any thing not accord-
ing with his views, to make a report to enable him how to
deal with her according to her desert.” Mr. Madiona, with joy
( as be expressed il lo a Priest] received that communication
through Mrs. B. herselfl, on the 8th of the same month, when shg
was called by the Marquis to Yalletta school to beiastrucled by the
mistress of that school, how to hold the needle and thread,—on
which finger to wear the thimble,—how to prepare a wrist-band for
stitching &c. ®* Mr., Madiona, therefore, to give proof of having
accepted the appointment and of his fitness for oppression, the fol-
lowing morning he had received that intelligence, went to Mrs. Bo-
navia’s séhool, where from he was turned oul by the person now
placed at his prudenee and pleasure to trample under his feet.
A happier chance could not be presented to Mr.-Madiona, than (o
be created superior to that person, who was already opposed to his
designs! Where conld a man more unprincipled than him be found
to carry on a plan for removing that woman {rom her situation on
account of her forsaking Romanism ? Indeed, Mr. M. invested with

* Notwithstanding Mrs. B.’s examination of her ability previous to her
appointment in the situation she occupied under the Government, and
her great and Jong experience in educating the children and the good
management of the primary schools for nearly 10 years with satisfaction
of the late Governors, Sir F. Bouverie and Sir P. Stuart, and the Rectors,
the Revds. Rossignaud and 0’ Malley and Mr. Butt, not excepting the Canon
Panzavecchia ;—notwithstanding the highest references she can give, even
the written testimonials of H. late M. Queen Adelaide, in which she express-
ed her royal satisfaction with Mrs. B.’s industry, and for which she gave
Mrs. B. a mark of her approbation ;—and altho’ the lccal Government and
the Marquis are aware of these circumstances, yot Mrs. B. was compelled
to humble herself and to go to school of Valletta, where she had supplied
the office of teacher when required by the superior, and to suffer to be
instructed like a girl, who never attended any school, by that female
teacher and assistants over whom she once presided, in the most humilia~-
ting and absurd manner too painful for Mrs. B. to describe. Does not this
case alone sufliciently illustrate the spirit of the local authorities towards
this person? As for us it is enough to reply, that the parents of Mrs. B.’S
pupils, and even the girls themselves, plainly understood, that the pro-
ceeding of Mr. Madiona and the Marquis Barbaro towards Mrs. B, was
nothing else than a plausible and secret plan adoptéd for exhausting her
patience and bripging her to the necessity of resigning her situation,
and thus to be rid of her,
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the new cloak of authotity to interfore with Mes, Bonavia's duties, and
unchecked by the: superior: power of his Director, and even "sup-
ported by his patronage, was: pretly much the 'same, and more ar-
rogant, daring and dangerous than even he ever was before he had
been restrained by (Dr.: Rossn"naud frominterfering w:lh Mrs. ‘B.s
school. ). J B4R ' : :
It svould by quite tiresome: to enler‘info a full narration of what
beflel Mrs: B. in the triturations she underwent with Mr. Madiona, and
the Director; but if an unprejudiced examiner: would refer to the
written Journal, and testimonials of Mrs. B.'s:pupils, which are in
ber hands, he would distinct!y (race not enly a continued and un-
abated haoslility of Mr. M., and/a constant’ persecution, oppression,
outrage, annoyance, and even:personal violence, ¥ slanderings,
vulgarities, and other particular ' grievances, to which ' she had
been expased inher own school: since the: 9th of February down
to the 23d. April, 1849 ; but: also it ' would be easy for him to
learn, ‘that' the girls;: who attended the school ‘returned home
shedding manyatear at the remembrance of the (reatment which
Mrs. B. received from Mr. Madiona: and the Marquis ‘in“their pre-
sence in the school, ‘and then bewillled to conclude with the parents
of the pupils, that such an untiring and tyrannical manner with the
ontrages,  epithiets;  and. threats: they..carried on agaionst ‘her by
falsehood, was indeed a plan quite sufficient to drive Mrs. B. out of
the situation,. In faet, Mrs. B. not-being able to stand against the
captious oppression and molcstahons carried on against her; and,
bemg also.{ perhaps with malxc:ous design ) advised by the Marquis
to-apply to Government for a redress, she lhoughl it advisable to
lay before His Excellency the: Governor,: the Honorable Richard

More O’ Ferrall, the followmg reprcsenlauon in whlch she humb—
Iy Stated 31—, . el

Por £
)& O

““That on thc 7th inst. lhe \Iarqms Barbaro di San Gnorglo, the
Director.of the Primary schools, accompanied by Mr. Gius. Madnona.
the boys’ teacher; visited the petitioner’s school, and the: latter, in her.
presence and of all the girls in the schuol brought before the Marquls

several accusations agamsl her, by w hich shf, lhmks hcr characler
is, mjured .

* Mr, Madiona in the plebonce of the Director yand the girls in'the schdbl
laid his hand upon Mrs. B.'s.face; called her a liar; and threw on'the floor

her silk mantle, and frampled it under his feel!! lhe Marvquis 1emained as
if he were dumb. :
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“ That although the ‘petitioner 'eould verbally reply (o what she
had been charged by Mr, Madiona and though she challenged him to
substantiate his charges against her; and notwithstanding she could
contradict them by, producmg the necessary evidences, lhe Marquis,
refusing to hear her and the witnesses she could on the’ momentbring
forvsard and'declining also'to see some tangible proofs she could pro-
duce on the spot, adopted Mr.M,’s charges,.on his own testimony,as ak
honorableman, * against the petitioner, and therefore, he ordered him
to draw.up a nate of some articles alledged to have been missed from
her school, that they might be made new, and their expense abated
from her salary, aud to make also a regalar report on her conduct,
that both the note and the reporl may' "be transmitted to the Chief
Secretary to Government. 4

“The petilioner-has the honor of submitting to Y. E.’s'considera-
tion, that for about' 'nine years she has been up to ' this, suffering
imputations, slanderings, irregularities, troubles, importunities, dif-
ficulties, outrages, contempts, ‘tyranui¢s -and oppressions, of which
the pelitioner shall-‘not trouble Y. E. witha detait; and-also other
annoyances lo which she has been subjected by the Master Ma-
¢iona and his Assistant Giovanni Bonello; and therefore, it may
be presumed that Mr. Madiona thinks, that now is the time and the
[avourable opportunity Lo give vent to an invelerale enmily against her.

“ Under such circumstances the petitioner hu mbly craves Y. E.
to be pleased to order, that whatever accusation, ‘or report ‘has
been made against her, either by the Director, or Mr. Madioua,should
be communicated to her, and also an opportunity and means be given
her [or provzdmg herself with the mecessary. proofs, evidences, and
examinalions. to contradict. all that has been said and made against
her by Mr. Madiona, or by any olher person; or persons, concerned Lo
injure, annoy, insult and oppress her. And therefore, for these and.
other circumslances, abuses, and lrrcgulanues existin ,she humbly
requests Y, E: toinstitute a Court of enquiry, composed of persons that
cannol p()asxbly have any bias ¢ither on one side; or'the other'in the
matter, in‘order to bring all that"has taken place within the period
already referred, between the said Mr, Madlona his Assistant, their
adherénts, and’ lhe pelitioner,  under the cogunizanze of Y. E that ‘an
adequate remedy and justice be applied and administered to the evils
of which the petitioner complams. And so, as in duly bound, she
will ever pray, LOIIBE : bl b

“The 17th March, 1849.”

The Rcadcr willadmit, that there was nothing in the tone of this
memonal to SubjLCl lhe pelitioner to a forfeiture Qflhc favor of a

A title bestowed by the Marquis upon "{he school-master Madiona
when on ‘the 7th ‘March 1849, they visited Mrs, Bonavia’s school.’
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reply; and also will admit, that there was cvery thing in that pe
tion to excite the prompt atlention of those, who should be a
xious to enforce the exccution of the laws forthe preservation

the liberly, peace, and privileges of H. M.’s faithful officers a1
loyal subjects in this Island ; yet, though more than a month h:z
elapsed,Mrs. Bonavia received no reply to her memorial,and therefor:
as the irregularities, insults &c. which constrained Mrs. B. lo appé:
to H. E.’s protection againsl were going on with thesame temerif)
she, on the 21st of the following April, addressed another petilio
to the Governor Mr. More O' Ferrall; which is the following :—

“Humbly sheweth, :

“ That il is more than a month since she had the hounor (o lay be-
fore Y. E. a petilion describing briefly the stale of her position with
the school-master Giuseppe Madiona, and complaining of his out-
rages, annoyances, insults, irregularities &c. with which the me-
morialist is incessantly harassed while fulfilling the dulies of her
public capacity.

“That in that petition the memorialist took the liberty of request=
ing Y. E. an easy remedy for the evil of which she complained ; but
the memorialist had not the honor to receive yet that courtesy, which
the humblest individaal usually receives from Y. E.—viz. the fa-
vour either of a redress, or of a reply.

“That as the outrages, contempts and other irregularilies, which
constrainced the memorialist to appeal to Y, E. still continae in unmiti-
gated rashness, she must therefore press again on Y. E.'s altention
the claims of her sufferings from a notorious inveterate enemy—the
boys’ teacher, Giuseppe Madiona—to the protection of Her Majesty's
Government.

““That the memorialist begs leave to inform Y. E, that some years
azo she had been also molested in her public capacity by the same
officer Gius. Madiona, with the same line of outrages and irregulari-
ties; but alter an application, calling . the attention of the Rev. Ca-
non Dr. Emmanuele Rossignaud, the late Rector of the University,
under whose control the primary schools were placed, the memo-
rialist soon obtained, not only an immediate redress, but also pro-
tection from the said Gius. Madiona’s aggressions, oppressions, and
personal persecalion, ' '

*That memorialist has (o submit to Y E.'s consideration, that
she has some reason to think, that the same school-masler, Giuseppe
Madiona bas the hope (as he boasts) of impunily aund the Director’s
favor and protection for encouraging him to molest the memonialist
in her awa schoal, and therefore she presumes, that uuless some
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preventive be adopted :by Y, E. she has little hope, that he will
restrain himself from perpetrating bis outrages, irregularities &c.
to whichshe, since the Yth February ult. has been subjected by the
present Dnre(lor——thc Marquis Barbaro di San Giorgio.

* That the remedy which the memorialist proposed in her peti-
tion to Y. E. for the evils she complains of, commends itself as affec-
live, practicable and equitable; therefore, the memorialist humbly
entreats again Y. E. to order, that an immediate Court of enquiry
he instituted into the c:rcumslanccs to ‘which she adverted 'in her
former petition. Y. E.'s memorialist thinks, that her demand is eqni=
tahle, for she asks nothing, bat what has been adopted by Y. E,
in similar cases, for an inpartial administration of justice and protec-
tion to one of Her \la;esl) s oppressed and persecuted officer. And
the memnorialist, as in duty boand, wxll ever pray. ;

“ The 21th April 1849 p?

To this memorial Mrs. Bonavia received the fullowmg reply :—

“ Chief Secretary s office,
‘alletta, 241k April, 1849.
“*Madam,—In reference (o your memorial addressed to His Excel-
lency the Governor, and daied the 21th instant,” 1 ‘beg to acquaint
you, thatthat document, which, in so far as it is a complaint against
the school-master Mr. Giuseppe Madiona, ought, previous to appli-
calion o lhe Government, to have been addressed. to the Marquess
Barbaro di San Glorgm has been in lhe Birst instance referred lo
that gentlemen for a report. ™
“1 have the honor 'to be Madam, th 1oibil
i \ Your must obed. humble seryant
.{Signed) .  H. LusgingTon
v Chze/'becret to Governmcnt
“Mrs. M. Bonavia Cambo, .
M:stress of the Primary y School,
+Senglea. "

Now, (he Reader should admt that this’ communication’ from the
Chiel Sccretary behrs two facts in reférence’ tolthe subject of Mrs!
Bonavia's ‘applications ' to "HY E. ths ‘Gove'rnor, {o which, as they
are very plain lo be ‘understood, it may be usefal’to réfer.  The first
of them is, that the aforesaid letter does 'not give any réply to the
requests of Mrs, B. so far as (o obtain any redress; a nd the" second
fact is, that'the' Governor, as'it appears, previous to'his {aking any
consideration of Mrs. 'B.’s' complaints, would hear a‘rep'ort from'the
Marquis Barbaro di San Giorgio, (o0 whom Mrs. B. had already applied
for'a ' remedy,  when oo the 7th March 1849, he' visited her school,
and in his presence she had been repeatedly insulted by Mr, Madionas
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and-afterwards “he suggested her-to apply to ‘the Governor for re-
dress.* 1t would be easy therefore, to conclude, that Mrs. "Bonavia
seeing that nothing could be oblained from the Director, and that he
took no notice of her reporlst for the outrages, and other irregalarities
she had received from Mr. Madiona and his Assistant, it was then ad-
visable for her Lo apply to the head of Govérnment wxlhoutaddressmg
any further document to the Marquis Bar baro di San Gwrglo pre-
vious ta -application to the:-Government; who was to be informed of
the circ umstances under Whlch lhc Marqms dlrecled Mpr. Madmna to
draw a' raport. ‘ LR

. And’ h(*re itis Worlhy to, remark also, that xflhe remedy in quesllon
depended only upon the report-of the Marquis Barbaro dl San Gior-
gio, Mrs. Bonavia with good foundation could not entertain the hope,
that the-irregular ¢onduct of Mr, Madiona should be suppressed ; be-
cause, ifthe Dlreclor was W\"m" lhat the annoyances &c. [ even per-
petrated in hlS presence ‘and for which he had already received a writ-
ten-and.verbal complaint; on the of 7th, and 15th, March, 1849 ) *
should cease; he, as the head of that Department, under whose con-
trol ‘were 'Mr. Madiona and* ‘Mrs. Bonavia, cught;, previous (o any
apphi‘almn from' Mrs B. 1o "the Governmenl to havé lak'en'every
step ‘to have had her case ;nveshgated But on the conlrary, though
the Marqms was aware ‘of Mrs. B.’s posmon with the school-masler
Madiona, and of the difficulties she met with. in fulfilling her duties
sitice’ the* Oy dffebt’aary last'y ‘add though he had been requested by
the Govemm*enf fOr a report sincé Mrs. B.’s first application to the
Governor, '{- yel we see him to have neglected his daty for more than
a month, and thus by his taking no notice oer. M.s; mxsconduct he
had allowed him to grow unruly and more arrogant ,.lbaw.ever, even
inihis; presence |  Mes. B, therefore had sirong reason,to apprehend
that: the indifferent proceeding of the Marquis, together with the-arbi-
trary conduct.of Mr..M. was nothing, buta concurrence.and an en-
eoyragemeny fo,-be abusively and meanly, trealed in; ber,own school
by the ;sehoolsmaster : Giuseppe ,Madiona,. .and his, Asslstant ,and
their, pumls@ 91b91 Tre 6isido o) ., i

volt is farther lo b,o remarked that smcg Mrs. B 8, ﬁrs},apphcatnon
toithe Gevernmn; a, repont. h&s been cu‘culaled in Stmf*lea.w- tht the

OVISEE RS ATpenidi Y, Fett 0w 01, 01 g101D nef ib oredued

‘ +, See the foregoing letter fFom thc'ChIef Secmtary of t«he 24 th Amm 18 49.
S See. the Appendix, letter D, ', ]
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Governor; does not. listen. o what Mrs, Bonavia complains agains
the school-master, or, any body. else;. but as she:is aboul Lo be dis-
charged, . he will let her applications alone,”  From whatsource
spruug this report Mrs, B. is.nol aware; but cerlain it is, that she has
beendinformeddy the parcuts of her pupils, who heard. it fgom\ pen-
sons connected with her school;; asalso, by a pablic person, who, is
ready.to tesiify under oath and before a:Court of Justice, that he had
been l,o,i‘d,‘so by Mr.Madiona on  the morning of the 19th of last
Mareh,-when the said Mr. M. tried 10 dissuade that gentleman in. his
public bapacily froin taking any parl to supportMrs. B.'s defence,

So again, it the Marquis had. no. bias in. Mrs. B.'s cuse, he, as a
public officer, ought to.be impartial both. to Mre. M:and Mes. B. ;
and therefore, after: having received. from. Mr: M, charges- against
Mgs; B: of which -he ordered him Lo draw  up a reporl,dn order Lo
transnul;;w;o the Chief Secrelary, it was 'his duly, and not his su~
bordinate officer’s ( Mrs. B.') to apply to Government for bringing
the:affair Lo a.proper investigation, We must, however say, ithat
the entire conduct of the Marquis Barbaro seems. to have .carried
with: it the.most distinct. magks ; ol partiality ; for, if he was dis-
posed; m‘déab‘juslly, we-Lhink, that he ought to consider either Mr.
M. as insabordinate and aslanderer; or Mes. B. guilty of the charges
preferred ,against bher, or. innocent,; and therefore to, xeport the
one, or the ether to Government for pumshment But the Marquis
remained silent and suffered Mrs, B. to be insulted and trampled
0n under Madioua s feet, and ' limited himsell to threatening her
in the school and before the girls, to dzscharge her from the situation,
lhaQto makeany report to Goy ernmcnl as he was requesled lhalJus-
lice shgpldbe,ad;mmstered bqlween lhe Lwo oiﬁcm's under hxs Jjuris+
diction. Had Mrs. B.beeasionocent and oppressed; she ought-tohave
been profected by the authorities ; had she been guilly in any thirg,
she ﬂughl to be tried, and pumshed acs.prdmrr to justice, and not Lo
be insulted and.apnoyed while discharging hor public duties: Itis o=
videnl' therefore, that both Mr. M and'the Marquis Barbaro 'di San
Giorgio were working together to oppress and persecate Mrs. B, wilh
this difference however, that'the school-master was an avnwéd, and
the Director a more oceult and secret’ pcrsecutor
| Allasl 45 days al'ler Mrs. Bonavm addressed twopellllons to H.
E, the Govemor for obt,ammﬂ' a_redress, of her grievances, she buc—
eceded in ehcumrr the Gevernment: atteation ; and: lhercfore‘on tha
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4th of May ult. at { past 11 a. m. she received a verbal intimation in
the name of (he Direclor, to appear in the primary school of Sen-
glea on the afternoon at } past 3 before a Court of Enquiry, and to
bring with her all the witnesses for examination. Now, we ask, was
this Commission legally appointed and directed to proteed according
to the civil law, or in conformity with a Council of War and in the
most summary way ? We should wish to have a satisfactory answer
to this question; in the interim, cousidering the circumstances
accompanying the appointment of the Commission of Enquiry, which
has being the object of such a marked and pcculiar proceeding,
wiil interpret which were the measures adopted by the local
Government for the adwministration of jastice; however, though
Mrs. Bonavia had not been informed under what circumstauces and
provisions the Commission was appointed ; and though she had not
received any intelligence from the Government upon that subject,
yet she thought it prudent to “obey the Director (though he had
nothing to do with the matler) and to appcar before the alledged
Commissioners at the appointed time and place; but as Mrs. B.
was anxious to act, in a way according (o the law, she prescented a
a protest before the two geatlemen, who verbally told her they were
the Commissioners of Enquiry appointed by the Government. The
two gentlemen were sitting at Mr, Madiona's school, where they re-
ceived the following protest writlen in Italian language :—

“Government Primary School,
Senglea, the 4th of May, 1849,
“Gentlemen,—This morning at { past 11,1 have been verbally in-
timated through Mr. S. Bugeja— assistant school-master,—and on
behalf of the Director of these primary schools, to appear before a
Commission of Enquiry on this afternoon at § past 3.

“* No wrillen inlimation was given to me; neither has been explain-
ed me what part I must support, either of a plaintiff or defendant.
Therefore, 1 do solemnly protest, first for the irregularity and illega-
lity of the intimation—and secondly for the brevity of time prefixed
to me.

“1 do earnestly request therefore, that a new writlen citation be
trasmitted to me, explaining the part | have to support before you,—
that in the same citation be indicaled the heads of the accusation, in
case that my part will be of defendant,—that a sufficient time be
prefixed for enabling me to procure the evidences respecting the
part 1 am to sustairn, and that the citation will point out the means
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to compel the wilnesses to allend tn ¢ase they should refuse to ap-
pear before the Commissioners,

** On account of the brevity of time prefixed to me I defer giving
any further exception, which may fall out with me both on account
of the incompetency of the persous appointed for the Commission of
of Enquiry ( not being known to me up to this moment ) and also of
the illegality of their appointment, as well as in regard to every
other circamstance, which the case should offer me, and which also
1 defer to explain aflerwards.

(Signed] * Mamia Bonavia CumBo, Mistress,”

On the next morning Mrs. Bonavia addressed to H. E. the Gover-
nor the following memorial in I(alian.

* The humble Pelition of Mrs. M. Bonavia Cambo,
Teacher in the Primary Schools.
“Humbly sheweth,—That since the petitioner had the honor to lay
before Y. E. a representation describing briefly her position with
the school-master Giuseppe Madiona on account of his incessant in-
sults and irregularitics even in the presence of the Director of the
Primary schools—the Marquis Barbaro di S. Giorgio,—and in her
own school, she was constrained on the 21th of last April, to address
to Y, E. through the Chicf Secretary's office, another memorial,
which, referring to the first petilion of the 17th of last March, call-
ed again Y. E.’s atlention upon the subject therein coutemplated.
Whether such a memorial was submitted to Y, E.’s consideration the
petitioner is not aware; but on the 24th of the same April, she re-
ceived a communicaton not by command of Y. E. (as in such cascs
was the Governement practice) from the Chief Secretary, through
which she has been iuformed, * that that document, which, in so far
as it is a complaint against the school-master Mr. Gius. Madiona,
ought previous to any application to the Government, to have been
addressed to the Marquis Barbaro di 8. Giorgio, had been in the
first instance referred to that gentleman for a report.”

“That yeslerday; ( the 4th inst.) at § past 11 a. m. the pelilioner,
through Mr. S. Bugeja an assistant teacher in the school of Valletta,
has been verbally intimated oo the name of the Director, to appear
before a Commission of Enquiry at § past 3 p. m, The pelitioner
at the appointed tlime appeared in the boys' school, where she has
been called, and found there Dr. G. B. Frapani and Dr, C; Galland,
a Physician, who told her they were the Commissioners.

*“* Whether suck a Commission proceeds from Y. E.'s appointment
'which the pelitioner does not know } she begs leave to observe——
that such a proceeding is, for many reasons, illegal.—First of all,
the petitioper ought to be informed —of the appointment of such a
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Commission, of its altributes, power, and from what authority does it
proceed,—of the individuals who are to form 'it,—of the" proceéeding
that ouohl to be adopted,— and of all other formalities, which may

lead to an exact admlmslratlon ofjushce. ‘Second 'to'call'the peti-
tioner through a wriltén citation mthout a suﬁlcwnt pEl‘lOd of ume
Lo enable hcr lo_prepare hcr defence is unfair.

* The want of such necessary formalmcs caused the pelmoner o
lay before the: aloresaid two gentlemen;: ¢alling themselyes Com-
missioners, a prolest, copy of which she.appends: hereto,

““As the petitioner on her appearing before the Commissioners
she knew who were they, being told by them they were the Com-
missioners, thus (in case that such’a’Commission  proceeds from Y.

.E.’s appointment) she begs leavé to inform Y, E., that the aforésaid

gentlemen, cannot be her-jodges  for two reasons :—first, because
the former must be one of her evidences ; and the latter she refuses
on.account of just reasons known Lo her.

' The petmoner therefore, being persnaded that Y E has uolhmv
in'view, than the sole admnmslralwn of justice; ‘without-any regard
to persons whatsoever; if - such a’ Commission proceeds from: Y.
R.'s appointment; ‘humbly begs you to be pleased asito appoint
another reqular Commission, and ‘to ‘order’ that all the: proccedings
will 'be regutar and-according to thelaw; and be carried ©ut.in snch

a ‘way, as 'to lead into’ an “issue; uamely, lo an’exact and imparlml
administration’ of justice.s - I 1 picys

- TheSih of Mcu, 1849, itdus - :

reason to expect ll:al e B the (JOVerl]Ol‘ would we:gh lhe ‘malter
laid before liim, aud t6 consider also both the equilyofs her pro-
tesfations ‘and earnest requests ‘therein- contained, ‘as well*as the
constant praclice here and in Er‘iﬂla'u'd carried on in (rial byjury;
and therefore, that he would comply with the legal remedy and
proyisions she applied for. Howey er, the following communication
from the Chiel Secretary to Government will explaiv, whether Mrs.
B.'s: request and prolestations were attended Lo, and how far H. E.

was willing to give a lcgal redress aud provisions for the adainis-
tration of justice.

“ Chief Secretary’s office
Valletta th May, 1849.
““Madam,—With reference to your recent memorial to His Ex-
cellency the Govertior and protest thereto appended, stating objec-
tions” on yout ‘part to Dr. Galland and Dr. Trapani proceeding with
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the Enquiry (hey bave been requested and-authorized to undertake,
I am directed to inform you that His Excelleney, has directed those
Genuemen to resume_the Eonquiry and (o give you the option of
appearing before them (o, explain and support the char"es whuh
vou have made against Mr. Madiona.
¢ I have the honor to ‘be Madam;:
Your.mest obed, humble ServanL d
(Sigued) . H. LUSHINGTON - ‘
e e ~ , Chief Secry. to Government; .
“To Mrs. Bonavia Cutmbo - slao s
&oo bl &c.
On the following aflernoon at 4 past 3 Mrs. Bonavia, received
threugh the before mentioned Mr, S. Bugeja, assistant leachcr the
following intimation :—

| “; Valletta, the 10th May, 1849,

4 ’lhe underslgned in fulfilment of their duty committed to them
by the Government toinvestigale namely, the facts alledged by Mrs.
M. Bonavia: Cumboragainst: Mr: 6. Madiona, and by -himdenied,
will meet again in the ‘primary ischoolof Senglea, (o morrow at 4
past 3 p.m.to which reunion the said Mr. G: Madiona, and Mrs: M:
Bonavm Cumbo arerequested:to appear

C GALLAND,
(S' "Cd) <B. Traran,”

The matler at issue was become to Mrs. B. of a serious concern
as it might’involve her in greal diﬂicull‘ieé both  on consideration of
the second’ appmnlmonl of the aforememloned gentlemen to resume
the enquiry, and on account oflhe legal prowsmns she had requcst-
ed to support the charges she had preferred against Mr. M. TIndeed,
no legal means were given (o Mrs, Bij nor were the Commissioners
empowered to give her any assistance fo'compel those witnesses, who
should refuse 10"appear before them; as'in fact the most parl of then,
and even lhe mosl important refused to appmr on Mrs. B.'s behalf un-
less lhey should be summom,d for fear of the priests’ intolerance ;
her posmon therefore, was of more perplexnly than before; and she
was placed | in an embarassmg dllemma cllher to appear before the
Commissioners againsl, whom she had already protested for legal
reasons, and also without any proof to substanliate her charges, or
to fail' from appeéaring before thém and not proving her accusations.
to be considered a disobedient, or a malicious slanderer agaiost the
school master Mr. M, For these and other reasons Mrs, B. presuming
that H.. E, the Governor had .o predilection iu (his. affair, and that
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-he was a man of sense and justice, she addressed to him a letler
written in Italian, of which the following is a literal translation :(—

‘“ To His Excellency, the Right Honorable R. More O'Ferrall Esq .
Governor of Malta and its Dependencies &c. &c. &c.

* Sir,—The undersigned, on the 5th inst. had the honor to lay
before Y. E. a memorial, through’ which, among other things, she
represented to Y. E., that if the Commission of Enquiry was appoinl-
ed by Y. E., Dr, Trapani cannot serve as a Commissioner on
the only reason, that he is to be one of her evidences, and refus-
ed Dr. Galland on account of some just reasons, and concluded to
implore Y. E. to be pleased to appoint a new Commission of En-
quiry, and according to the laws; in short, that all the proceedings
should be directed in such a way as to administer an exact and im-
partial justice.

*On the 9th inst. the undersigned received a communication from
the Chief Secretary to Government, through which she has been in-
formed, that Y. E. has directed the said two gentlemen to resume
the Enquiry.—QGn the 10th of the same at | past 3 p. m. she has
been intimated by the said two individuals to appear before them at
the same hour.—Meanwhile she does not know up to this time the
power and attributes of the Commissioners, and whether she is
provided with the means to compel the many witnesses, who, without
being summoned, already informed her of not being disposed to
appear.

*‘Such a procecding, and upon a good foundation, gives to the
undersigned room to suspect, that there is no intention to administer
to her that impartial justice for which she repeatedly entreated Y. E.
Because, to omit every other circumstance, the confirmation of Dr.
Trapani, afler the explanation given by the undersigned, in the
aformentioned petition, deprives her of an important proof of the
fact ; and to oblige her morally (since she is very anxious to sub-
slantiate her charges before persons that cannot have any bias ) to
appear before Dr. Galland, whom she had already refused, is a des-
potic proceeding contrary to the liberty dueto the British subject.

“Thus the undersigned, after the explanalions given in the above-
mentioned pelition,—the protest thereto appended,—and the con-
firmation of the two individuals, she cannot but take as partial Y.
E’s proceeding;—and therefore, the undersigned, representing again
her request to Y. E. for the appointment of a new and impartial
Commission of Eunquiry, before which she might substantiate her
charges against Mr.Madiona and every other person they are preferr-
ed, is placed by Y. E. in the position of not justifying her charges,
and in the necessity to abstain from appearing before the abovemen-
tioned two individuals, rendering in any event Y, E, responsible for
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every consequenca of such a proceeding, which preclades the way
of justice,

** The undersigned has the honar to be
of Your Excellency Most obed, humble Servant,
[Signed] Maria Bonavia Cumso.
Vittoriosa the 11th May 1849.”

On the afternoon Mrs. Bonavia appeared again before the two
gentlemen directed to resume the Enquiry and presented to them
the following declaration, in Italian, of which the following is a
tra nslation :—

** Government Primaiy School,
Senglea 11th May, 1849.
““ Appears Mrs. Bonavia Cumbo mistress in 'this school, and in
consequence of a representation she made this morning to H. E. the
Governor, she abstains from entering in whatsoever discussion with
DDrs. G. B. Trapani and C. Galland appointed by the Government
Commissioners of Enquiry, respecting her complaints against the
school-master Giuseppe Madiona and against any other person, or
persons, for the reasons given by her in the same representation.
“MARiA BoNavia CumBo. ™

It was in vain that Mrs. B. applied and claimed for redress,
protection, and administration of juslice; because, after all, though
she had not done any harm, yet she has been arraigned,— tried,—
condemned,—and punished as a criminal. By the following com-
manication from Mr. H. Lushingten, the Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment in reference to this subject, the Reader himself will judge
how far the Governor Mr. More O'Ferrall may be charged with
partiality and passive cooperation wilth Mrs. Bonavia's persecutors.
by withholding from her the admiunistration of justice, legal means,
and protection to which she was entitled, and which it was in his
power to afford.

“ Chief Secretary’s office,
Valletta 23d May, 1849.

*“ Madam,—I am directed by His Excellency the Governor to
communicale to you that, on consideration of your conduct with
reference to the Enquiry directed in consequence of your charges
against Mr. Giuseppe Madiona, he is compelled to conclude that
you cannot with advantage to the public service be continued in
the post now vou hold; and 1 have therefore to intimate to you

that you will forthwith cease to occupy the sitaation of school-
mistress of Senglea.—His Excellency's decision to the above effect
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has been communicaled:to the Marchese Barbaro di San Giorgio.

“1 am, Madam, Your obed, humble servant,
(Signed.) = H. LusHINGTON
“To Mrs. Bonavia Cumbo.”” ~ Chief Secret. to Government.
&e. ~ &e, . o ‘

1t

Thus terminated Mrs. Bonavia's case in connection with the Go-
vernment primary schools,. and thus the framed engine of persecu-
tion—and the spiritualinfluence of the Romish and Jesuit priesthood,
have driven her.out of an establishment exclusively belonging to a
Protestant Government. However, Mrs. B. knowing that there is
nothing on her part to render her liable to such a shocking con-
clusion and anjost punishment, she addressed a letter to H. E. the
Governor, designed as a mediam of communicating to “him her
grievancesand also for showing the inconsistency of his'conclusion
both "wyil'h';l])e p‘r,}incivples of logic and justice, and with the spirit
of the British Conslitution, v _

The following is the literal version from the Ttalian:—-

“To IHis Lxcellency the Right Honorable R. More O' Ferrall Esq.
Governor of Malta and its Dependencies &c. &e. &c.
w0 8ir,—l'beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of a leiter from
Ahe. Chief. Seeretary..to: Government of the 23d of  last month
through Mr. E. Bonavia's (the superintendent of quarantine ) boal-
man, * the tenor of which is the following : —
. Madam,—I am. directed. by his Excellency .the Goyernor to
communicate (o you that, on consideration of your conduct with
reference to the Enquiry ‘directed in consequence of your charges
‘agdinst “Mr. ' Giuseppe ‘Madiona, lie is compelled to'conclude that
‘youccanuvol withcadvantage to: the public service ‘be continued in

¢« Mr. Emmanuele Banavia is one of the notorious abettors of the Jesuits
in Malta, w!lose boatmen are not the messangers of the Chief Secretary,
for he has his own servants in his department. Mrs. Bonavia received the
letter of hp.r"._dismissal not sealed at the outside with the Government
seal, according to the constant practice of the Chief Secretary’s office, we
have reasons, therefore, to think, that the letter to Mrs. B. was sent open
first (o Mr, B. for-his information,  and then by that gentleman fowarded
Ao Mrs. B. sealed with a common wafer and throught one of. his hoatmen.
It is worthy of remark also, that the bearer of that document after
‘having ‘delivered it'to Mrs. B. he stopped in the school till she oponed the
letter ‘and ‘after terminated its reading he *“laughéd’”, ~The girls inform-
ed Mrs; B.,that while that man was going out of the school, he said with a
low voice, ¢ at last yom bave, swallowed the pill’’, How that boatman
could know the contents of that letter, is some thing curious, unless he
is a prophet or sorcerer, or has been told by his master, or the Chief Se -
cerotary himself. ¢13] !
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the post you now hold; and | have therefore to intimate to you'that
you will forthwith' cease to occupy the sitnation of school-mistress
of Seanglea.—His Excellency’s decision o the above effect has been
communicated to the Marchese Barbaro di San Giorgio.

** Strange indeed, Sir, arbitrary and inconsistent seems to me
Y. E.'s proceeding in this case of mine, and neither can | form an
idea of any plausible reason, which could lead Y.'E. to come to
such a conclasion—that on consideration of my conduct with reference
to the enquiry; 1 cannot with advantage to the public service be con-
tinued in the situation of school-mistress ~of Senglea: but I think,
Sir, that | have jast reason to say, that besides I have been punish-
ed before I have been tried, my conduct in reference to the above
mentioned enquiry, even if it were asit/is in Y. E.'s opinion, has no-
thing to do with the advantage of the public service, unless the pu-
blic cannot enjoy any advantage but with irregular proceedings and
arbitrary means for the adwinistration of justice, Itis not for me to.
explain any arbitrary medium of authority employed (by the Govern-.
ment}for carrying on some public affairs in the present state of things
in Malta; [ am nor disposed, at the present, to question the right of
Y. E. lo form any opinion you please on my conduct in reference
to the aforesaid enquiry; however, I can freely complain, that, what-
ever might have been the private motives, which induced Y. E. to
come to such a conclusion, it is an opposite deviation from the real
sense and spirit of my representations to Y. E.,'and -as suach, it is
a sligma laid against my public conduct, and njurious to my interest,
for the purpese of depriving me unlawfully of my situation ; and there-
fore is‘churgeable with the guilt of slander, and that [ have the
right to request it to be proved immediately, and satisfactory proofs
produced of its truth.

“Bul, leaving aside (hese consideralions, I beg leave to ask Y. E.
—if, for having (on account of my charges against the school-master
Mr, Giuseppe Madiona, and any person whalSoever accomplices
with him ) called Y. E.s attention to afford me protection, and to
appoint a regular Commission of enquiry composod of impartial
men,—and to order that the Commissioners in the same eaquiry
should proceed regularly and according to the law, and that all the
proceedings should be conducted in such a ‘'way as to lead to an
issue of an exact and impartial administration of justice ;—and for
having resisted against being morally compelled by Y, E, to appear
again before those gentlemen, whom I had already ohje('(od to, as
Commissioners, according to the explanations given in my' repre-
sentations fo Y. E. of the 17th March, 21st April, '5th and 11th of
last May,—could [ justly be considered by Y. E. unfit with advantage
to the public service to conlinue in the post ! held, and intimated
to ceass immediately to oceupy the situation of school-mistress ?

J



34

I leave it {o the more calm and serious judgement of Y. E-and to
proceed to censider what 1 ought to say on..coosideration of your
conduct with' reference to. my present case! However, I lake the
liberty to submit to Y, E. a humble argument: grounded on-the
same reason alledged against me; namely, if, for having repeatedly
requestied Y. E.s interference for a legal: protection, as an oppress-
ed and persecuted officer, in the discharge of my duties, by other
officers like myself, as well as by the Director, I am:sentenced by
Y. E. of not being fit' to occupy any longer my situation with'ad-
vantage (o the public service, with the same reason ['may infer, that
every officer in ' H. M.'s scrvice, mol adhering, as his-daty is, tv just
and :legal demands for a full and faithful administration of justice,
is ~unfit to'continue  holding whalsoever situnation with L. M.
Government in this Island with advantage to our populalion, and
therefore he must forthwith cease to occupy it. What did I ask
of Y. E: but a legal remedy and impartial administration of justice ?
And what did 1 exercise but a legal right to refuse, or to accepl an
irregular and illegal proceeding, according to the liberty, which
the British Constitution secures me, as all H. M.’s subjects have a
right to expect 2 * Can ‘any man, whatever may be 'his political
opinions, say my demands are unreasonable and my proceeding
illegal for having been anxious to enforce the execulion of the laws
for the preservation of wy rights and honor? Yet, Sir, though I
have been so jealous as to follow strictly a course from which
might result what was my position with Mr. Giuseppe Madiona,
his- Assistant, and the Director of the primary schools ;~—and altho’
my requests were made according to the laws and practice of Great
Britain for such similar cases,~—I could not obtain from Y: E. a
legal and practical ‘redress for my grievances, and also- my claims
were rejected with contempt, and my respectful communications
have failed to elicit from Y. E. so much as the shadow of impartia-

lity and administration of justice. ‘

“/In like mapner, whilst having strong claims on the protection
of Y, E. ;—whilst [ was secking a remedy, which commends itself
as effective, practicable, legal and equitable for (he  evils of which
| complained ;—whilst I did not only implore but, even insisted,
upon having an impartial administration of justice—Y. E, not only
refused lo exercise in my fayor the power with which you are vested
for the protection of the innocent and oppressed, but also, as if it
were (o punish me for not having consented, that. is to say, for not

* That one will be enabled to form a correct idea respecting Mr. More
0’ Ferrall's proceeding in ther present case, and to judge also whether he
or Mrs. Bonavia had acted according to the spirit of the English Goyvern-
ment, and the law for the administration of justice in Great Britain, we
refer the reader to the Appendix, letter E. where he will trace which is
the law and practice of England for trials by Jury.
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having yielded toc the arbitrary and illegal’ proceeding of Y. E.—
as if it were ‘to take up every 'difference in'the question on Y. E.’s
and ‘my rights; ‘Y. 'Eitcomes forth 'with a conclusion, or rather
denuneiation against my conduct in reférence (o what 'you would il-
legally and morally’ compel me to ‘adhere o, and then to condemn
me" of not bemg ablerany “longer to'econtinue with adxantag.,e 1o
the publie: servicé to ‘oceupy my situation with H. M.'s" Govern-
ment ! Therefore, it evidently” follows, that my rights aud’ pr‘ia
vileges ‘haverbeen by Y. E!invaded-—my character jeoparded,—
and iy ‘interest injured.  : Mvis: then; thut Y. E’'§s proceeding,
such as it'is 'in thisicase, earries with dt the most distinet marks
of - despotismy, and- partidlity, by which'it is'évident, that it has been

intended to“preclude from meé the way to subslantiate fully’ my
charges against Mr. Madiona and his' adherents,—to deprive me
of that llborty enjoyed by the British subjects,—and (o hinder me
from obtanimg a tull and lmpartlal ﬁdmmislralnon otjuslue 5

-“lsee aow, Sll‘ that wnhqust reason I could anticipate ‘partia=
lity and injustice, Whnle I 'had a'right' to expect encouragement and
protection from Y. E¢to puta stop to the'incessant outrages, slan-
ders, imputations; cuntemplts, “tyrannies, oppressions ‘and other'ir-
regularities to which 1 was subjected by the conduct of the school-
master Ginseppe Madiona, the Marquis:Barbaro di San Giorgio, and
their 'adherents) connected with: the primary schools." 1 understand
now, why Mr. Madiona had already hoped for impunity (as | have
submitted to Y. E.s consideration) and encouragement from’'the
Marquis Barbaro di San Giorgio touéutrage and annoy mie even'in his
presence:and in my schooel;>+why thé said Mr. Madiona had express-
ed his anticipation—that my complaints against him and my'hwmblp
requests to ¥, E. would' notbeattended by the Government. ' Sir,
have minesand Mr.:Madiona’s: expectdtions: been realised?' Isthis a
practical' verification of Mr. M.’s‘anticipation’ of impunily “and par-
tialitys the'result Jof the :sapineness of Government, or 'a stretch of
arbitrary ‘power; insulting t6 thé British' Government? ' Dogs ‘all
this proceeding of theslocal govermment with' reference 'to:the ‘en-
quiry in' qlestion; »;prove: torbea deviation from the sense. of my
jast claims, or the froits of extensively ramified combinations, which
may be m@wat‘ partreferved to the intrigues of those who aré op-
posed to me?

“1t ought to be an'indifferent matter for Y. By if there weré not
any ‘propensity,  or predilection : to injustice, whether I 'should
appear, tbefore ! the ' first, ‘or.anothér commission - of " enguiry,
which: on’ ‘actount of ‘legal and just reasons, 1 solicited Y. E. to
appoint: = Ttnis'not. for  me o say ‘what ‘the ‘motives ‘of my ralers
have “been ' df not: appointing a new and regular’ eommission: of
enquiry, and 'to' direct the first ' commissioners:'to ‘resume it in
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spite of my petitions and solemn protestation; but from their pro-
ceeding, | can take congnizance, and on that legitimate ground, so
far as they withheld the protection and administration of justice
which it was in their power to afford me, | must charge them with
passive co-operation with my persecutors in the war they waged
against wme. Nor is it for me to say, whether such a proceeding,
conclusion, and impeachment of my conduct with reference to the
enquiry in gquestion are really wade by Y. E.; but as through
the letter of the Chief Sceretary to Government they are attributed
to Y. E. and they go forth with the weight of Y. E.’s name attached
to them, I think, that such a proceeding is sufficient to reply to
these facts, leaving to the Public to judge, whether those who hold
the reins of oar local Government are to be classed with my per-
secutors, or my protectors, ' : Th

““1,"as a public officer, to. whom the important mission has been
entrusted by the Government for carrying out the work of public
education; am naturally anxious to.-remove from my character an
aspersion, or vituperation, which.if true might be easily proved
aud would prove me also to be ulterly unworthy to serve wilh ad-
vantage to the public senvice; silence then, on my part; might be
construed iinto tacit admission of the charge. ' I trust therefore, that
the public before whose bar my: character is arrigned, while see-
ing that my humbly requests were  denied with contempt, will see
also that, 1 was punished without being tried—without any: legal
sentence—without even the form: of justice—and thus will acqait
me of presumption in: respectiolly calling upon Y..E. either to
substantiate your reasonis which*f compelled you to conclude, that
in consideration of my conduet: with reference to:. the: enquiry, 1
could not. with -advantage to the public servicer be continued: in
the post [ held - of school-mistress of Senglea, or to retract the in-
jurious; imputation: preferred against my conduet, or to:correct the
mal-administration of justice, by appointing  a new  and:regular
commission of  enquiry, on which I did; and do solemnly insist,
according to the circunstances contained . in my representations to
Y. E. before which I may fully justify my charges, which I do
prefer again agaiost Mr. Giuseppe  Madiona, Giovaani- Bonello his
Assistant, and the Marquis: Barbaro di San Giorgio, Director of the
primary schools, ;

‘1 beg to remind respectiully Y. E, that I have claims to'the
protection of i1 Mi's Government ; dberefore my humble requests
are equitable, as I do request nothing but a prempt and impartial
administration of justice. - With Y, E. it remains now to choose the
alternative, either of proving the accusation againist ‘wy conduct,
or of correcting the evil inflicted to my cost, which if it remain not
rewedied, there 'is reason {o apprehend, it will inflict the decpest
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degradation on the proceeding of your government in the adminis-
tration of justice.. . As for me, I put.my .case (o the conscience of
every honest and candid man to judge, whether Y. E. lovked on it
with the same impartiality, which manifested Y. E.'s predecessors
at every attempt which was made to injure me and to remove
me from my. situation, of .which tangible proofs do ‘exist.in the
University .and «in- the: Chief Seeretary’'s oflice;; bul those previous
Goveranments adopted preventives to the serious mischief intended
against my, - person and: charauter by lhou 'individuals whe 1are.
still alive. . .. 5 ad) :
“In conclusion, 1 haw tocrave Y E's pardon for having occapied
vou so long with'a subject, upon which 1 .am respeclfully ‘to culk'Y:
E’s altetition'lo grant my just réquest for the appointment of a new
regularand formal ‘commission ‘of enquiry according to ‘the terms
of my former petitions and protestations,” furnished ' wilh every
power and legal formality and solemnity, to investigate not only
my charges againist Gius. Madiopa, Gioyapuoi Bonello, the Mar-
quis Barbaro di San’ (:lorglo, and’ every other person, or persons
connected with the primary school of Senglea,’ but also my conduct
for vvhu‘h 1'am' charged by Y. E. with reference to'the aforesaid
enquiry directed on the 3rd and 9th of May 1849, and thus an ap-
portanity my bé afforded ‘both to Y. E. to correct your partiality
and uhjust conclusion against me, and to me to enjoy freely my
rights'as a British _subject, to justify ‘my couduct now by Y. E, pu-
bhdy mib‘eached—a nd to have also the means to. obtain an: mdem—
nity for the damages injustly cansed lo my interests. '
~ “have the honor o be of Your Excellency, | sRa |
it o o R L N ost Obed. Hunible ‘Servam
httormca Sttada' Lebice No 3% (Slgned)“MAnn Bonavia CUMBO
e ‘l42h June 1849 Py ‘

Though M”rs Bonavia had brought in the afuremcntsuned lctter.
every remark that militates on her side to excite H. E.’s attention,

who oughi Lo be anxlgus to admmnster Jusuce, yet up to the 19th
of next. July, she receiy ed, no answer, nor l‘edfe'is 4 aud thercfore

she waited ipon Hi E. the Gbvernorto learn the real cause which.
subfef’ct'ed' Licr to o forfeitfure’ ol a réply. How Mrs. ‘B, was behaved
by H 2 the Reader will Judgc from the following letter, whlch her
huxbagld thou"ht it Lqmcuwnt to addreﬁs to His, wallenu '

VS

£y

¥ ()
KRR EY

{

\ ai‘f**v‘ o mol dqobe 0l V:ttorwm .Stmda Lebice No. IJ
SR 97 ! : B9 ik 25ty July 18494

b Slr-—Qn the 14th of last June Mrs Bonavia ‘addressed a letter:
to Y. Evin ‘consequence of the chiarge you have. preferred against
her ‘condact with ‘reference  tosthe enquiry directed on the 3d and
9th  of last May to investigate the charges she made against the
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to recall to Y, E.'s memory the lstter she had the honor of address-
ing to Y. E. on the 14th of last mouth; in'order to convince Y. E. of
the upright motives of her conduct in reference to the enquiry in
question, and to obtain in some way a competent redress of her
complaints; so as to avoid the considerable expences, which she will
be obliged to undergo; and which she will claim together with
every loss, injury, damage and inconvenience she may suffer, sustain
and undergo in consequence of Y. E.'s decision and® of the local
Government's proceedings in this affair, till the question between Y.
E., the local Government, and Mrs. B, be full) and definitevely
decided by the proper aulhormes :
*'The undersigned has the honor to be,
of Your Excellency, Most Obed. Humble Servanl
e (Signed) “Dr. VIN. BONAVIA.’

To the above communication Mrs. B.'s husband _reccived the
following reply :—

" Chief Secretary’s o/ﬁﬂe
Valletta 15th July, 1849.

““ Sir,—1 am dlrocled by His Excellency the Governor to acquaint
you that in your letter of this day’s date addressed to His Excel-
leocy you do nol point out the documents you require to lay your
case before Her Majesty, or the public tribunals ; that if you feel
yourself to be unjustly trcated youn are quite right to seek redress
by every means in your power ; and that peading the reference of
this matter to superior authority, should you think that course advi-
sable, His Excellency declines all further correspondence on the
case which so far as His Excellency is concerned is terminated by
his previous decision

* Fhave the honor to be, T ;

' iSir, .  Your Most Obed. Humble Servant

*“To:Dri Vincenzo Bonavia ; .. (Sigaed) '* H. LUSHINGTON "
&en & & , Chief Secretary to: Govern.

Strada Lebice N. 13. Vittoriosa.

The infelligent Reader will not fail 'to observe lhal the above
communication purports to be a reply to Dr. Bonavia's letter to H.
E.the Governor, yet it bears no answer 1o the application therein
contained; and it attempts also 1o represent that the arbitrary
treatment with which Mrs. B. was deal( with by H. E. was jast on
cosideration of her couduct. Under this conyiction her hasband
wrote to the Chief Sec relar) to Government as follows :~—

“Vittorivosa Strada Lebice No. 13
31rh July 1849.

“Sir-~1 beg leave to acknowledgo the receipt of your letter of the
25th inst. intended as a reply (o another of the same day's date,
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which I'had the honor to address to H. E. the Governor askiag him
to order, that authenticated copies of some documents recorded in
the Chief Secretary’s. office, in the archives of the University for
stadies, and in the records of the Primary school of Vallelta, should
be farnished to me as Mrs. B.'s allorney,

“Your letter in the first place stafes, that you were directed by
H. E. the Governnr (o acquaint me, ‘that in my letter 1 did not
point out the documents [ require to lay Mrs. B.'s case before Her
Majesty, or before the public triibunals.,” Thbeg to observe on this
topic. that though I am aware ol it, and I did not deem it necessary
to detail minutely such documents, as H. E.'s decision on 'this
subject is to be based upon my lawful request, and not vpon the
pointing out of the documents, still 'your communication gives no
answer at all'to my application for the docaments | require. On the
conlrary I believe, as propricty requires, that [ ought to be informed,
whether I E. the Governor is willing to comply with my request
for the authenticated copies I indispensably require ; and to which
Mrs.B. is legally entitled. A negalive, or affirmative reply would
rclieve Mrs. B. from any embarassment. However, if the omission
of pointing out the documents I require is considered a fault, which
carries anen compliance with the application, [ think, that such a
proceeding is not stranger than the. precedent,

“ Next it is stated, ‘that if I feel 1 am unjustly treated, I am
quite right to scek redress by every means in my. power. With
regard to the spirit of these arranged (erms I'regret to say, thatit
demonstrates a kind of sarcasm and anxiely o express sentim(nts
to -hurt Mrs. B.'s feelings and to injure her conduct and character,
as the allasion is designed to characterize her as guilty of some
fault. On:the‘other hand, I begto obsérve, and I feel glad in say-
ing it, that !such an impeachment against Mrs. B. is not inaceord~
ance at all with what she has been previously and clearly assured,
when on the 19l inst. she had aun interview wilh youi=4That
there 1s nothing with the Government that militates against her: conduct
and charaeter,’ - Since your verbal assurance, I must candidly con-
fess, that I did, not expect from you another written charge wilh
guilt’against'my Consort, unless there is some  thing not knowu
yel by her. :

“1is farther asserted in your letter, ‘that H. E. the Governor
declines all further correspondence on the merits of Mrs, B.’s case,
which so far as H. E. is concerned is terminaled by his decision.”
In regard to this paragraph, permit me to say, that this doctrine
is valid in a conntry under a despotic roler; and as I am nol aware
of the existence of any application to H. E. the Governor to corres-
poud with me on the merits of Mr. B.’s complaints against him, nor
of any request to hestow on her any favor, but to grant what she

6
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is entitled to claim and expect from his professcd justice, 1 leave it,
therefore, to your impartiality to judge, whether H. E's direc-
tion to you in the present instance, as far as H. E. is concerned
in the matter, has any reference to the tenor of my request in
that letter. However, [ beg to observe, that from H. E.’s declining
all further correspondence on Mrs. B.'s case, | presume, that it is a
pretence lo avoid any explanation whatever on the molives, which
led him to an unjust decision against her, and which he has been
summoned o give before the (ribunal of conscience and reason for
discharging her from a situation she honorably held for nearly ten
years, and from which she has been driven oul of, without any fault
on her part, of which she is aware, though she respectfully called
upon H, E. to substantiate. Yet H. E. the Governor had neither the
charily, nor the candour to prove, or lo retract the accusation, for
which more inquisitionis romanae he has punished her.

“The malter at issue is to Mrs. Bonavia a serious concern, as it
may involve her in pecuniary difficulties, and there are also other
considerations which make her position one of much perplexity, [
therefore anxiously await your reply not knowing what course |
shall pursue until informed of H, E.’s decision—whether he is dis-
pused to order that the requested authenticated copies of the docu-
ments in question are to be given to me.

“ Under the conviction, that H. E. the Governor has no predilec-
tion to deprive Mrs. B. of the necessary means to support her
case, 1 beg to advert that the copies she requires are thefollowing :—

“Correspondence, or communication recorded in the Chief Secre-
tary’s office, between this Government, and the lale acting Rector of
the University for studies—the Canon Dr. Psaila, and the present Re-
ctor—Mr. W. Butt ; as also between this Goverament and DDrs. G. B.
Trapani and C, Galland authorized to assume the enquiry directed on
the 3d and 9th of May ult ;—in the archives of the Universily for stu-
dies, between the said Acling Rector, and the present Rector, this Go-
vernment and the Arch-priest of Senglea, Dr. L. Fiteni ;—and in the
records of the Primary scheol of Valletta, between the late Director—
the Canon Dr. Panzavecchia, the present Director the Marquis Bar-
baro di San Giorgio, this Governmenlt, the boys’ teacher Giuseppe
Madiona and Mrs. Bonavia, All these documents refer to Mrs. B.'s
case in conneclion with the Primary schools during last nine years
and which are necessary in justification of her stalement, which is
to be laid before Her Majesty the Queen &ec.

“ There are other docaments in the records of the Universily for
stadies, and Primary school of Valletta, which 1 deem it not ne-
cessary to trouble you by pointing them out distinetly ;. however,
as these are also in support of her case, may 1 regnest you to be
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favoured with a reference to tL. E. (he Governor, that he may be
pleased to direct that authenticated copies ol them all be furnished
lo me.
“1 have the honor to be :
Sir, " “Your most obed. humble servant
“ Tg the Honorable (Sguned ) Dr. ViN. Boxavia,”
Henry Lushington Esgq. -
Chief Secretary to Government. "

e Nc.© &,

Though the foregoing communicalion coutains nothing to sub-
ject the writer to the forfeitfure of a reply, and though more than
twenty four days elapsed since it had been sent to the Chief Secre-
tary; yet Mrs. Bovavia's husband received no reply to the request
it contains, and therefore he addressed another letter as follows :—

“ Yattoriosa Strada Lebice No. 13.
20th August, 1849,

“ Sir,—It is more than (wenly four days since I addressed a let-
ter to you in reply to your communication of the 25th ultimo ; yet,
though | have represented to you every thing connected with Mrs.
B.’s case to solicit and excitle your prompt attention, I have not
received the favour of a reply.

‘“Aslam very anxious to bring soon Mrs. B.'s complaints be-
fore Her Majesty the Queen and the Public, I take the liberty of
begging again your altention to the request contained in that lelter;
and as it conlains nothing but a claim to what my Consort is legal-
ly entitled, I beg, therefore, leave to request you to inform me,
whelher His Excellency the Governor previous (o his leaving had
complied with Mrs. B.’s just request? namely to direct, that the
authenticated copies of the documents pointed oul in may lelter of
the 31th ultimo, be given to me, to make use of them as I may
find necessary in justification of the present case.

“ Feeling the hope, that ncither H. E. the Governor, nor the local
Government have any disposition (o withhold the copies of the
documents in question which would be considered obstructive of
Mrs, Bonavia's justification of her complaints and to deprive her also
from the right, and means to clear her conduct unjustly impeached
by H. E. the Governor,

“I have the honor (o be .

Sir, “Your most obed. humble servant,

““To The Honorable (Signed )  Dgr. VIN. BoNAVIA. "

H. Loshington Esq.
Chief Seeretary to Government "
&e, . &, ., &,
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This communication met with the same fale as the former. It is
dated August 23th and up to this hour its writer has reccived no
answer.  From this proeeeding, therefore, it is evident, lhal_ﬂ. i
not only tacitly refased to exercise the power of administering ju-
slice, but also be'was disposed to wilhhold the means td‘which Mrs.
Bouavia is legally entiled, and which would lead her to justify her
gricvances, and thus to obstruct and frustrate the object of fustifying
the complaints of the party, who is suffering the consequences of the
most despolic, arbitrary, and vnjust proceeding of Mr. Richard
More O Ferrall, who already has forgeiten the pledge he:gaye on
his receiving the reins of the government of Malta.

Such are the grievances of Mrs. Bonavia, a converl from Popely
and a fermale of the most blameless and exemplary life; - bat the
disclosures which her husband has made in his Missionary labours
among his countrymen, of the lnckcry and immorality of the Popish
Priests, and of the superslmon of the Romish Church, have rendered
her and her family peculiarly obnoxious to the Romish, prx.eslhood
Mrs. B. and family—the only known Maltese proteslant family in
Malta—has been denounced as herctlic and marked for persecution
by the Priests and Jesuits of this Island ; Y is nol' surprising then,
that the person, who has been: thus proscribed by the Bishop of
Malta by his pastoral letter dated 27th May 1849, is the very
individual in whose behalf a Roman Catholic Governor and noto-
rious ahetlor of the Jesuits, refused to cxercise the power with
which he is vested to. protect her for fear of incarring the indigna-
tion of his Bishop and ‘curse of his Church'? * ' Now, can any wman
whatever his religious opinions are, deny that, while Mrs. Bonavia’s
case is (s terminated, the lhrca(eanb of Monsignor Fiteni, thc Ca-
non Panzavecchia, Mr, Giuseppe Madiona, and the Marquis Barbaro di
$an Giorgio against her, have not been literally verified and brooght
mlo effect? We will make no comment on the result of their
threatenings and anlicipations, as they spcak very plainly to the
hearts of every one who has a little sense; but we only remark,
that Mrs. B. conld not obtain from H. E. the Governor legal means

¥ The four ecumenical Councils of the Lateran, and the Councils of Con-
stance and Sienna excommunicated and condemned Protestants, who affected
1 show of piety, and commanded the ** civil powers’’ to suppres them; and
consigned their ** protectors ™ also {o the same condemnation.
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aud redress for her complaints ;—that Mr. More O'Ferrall, to give
full satisfaction to the' Pope and his Emissaries, who are bilterly op-
posed to'the work, which is going on in Malta, has unlawfully and with
a foul imputation driven Mrs. B. out from the situation she honorably
held for ten years ;%-that her claims for her grievances have been
rejected with contewpt, her respectful ‘communications (¢ the Go-
vernment have failed to oblain, eventhose legal means,; to which
she is entitled, o support her case for ‘oblaining a full adminis-
tration' of justice ;—that she has forfeited her temporal support,
but Mr. Giuseppe Madiona and his Assistaat Giovanni Beonello—
the men, who were engaged-as execulioners, and who have so
well performed the work of oppression and persecalion—=since
Mrs. B.s removal from the school, have beén promoted to a
belter and more comfortable sitaation in the primary schools’
eslablishment ;=-and that the Arch-priest of Senglea, Dr. Fiteni ex-
pressed his 'satisfaclion to a parent of one of Mrs. B.'s pupils:—
““that at last she had been Cashiered from the post she had
held for a long time in spile of the Maltese, who are all Christians
and faithful sons of the holy Father the Pope ! Under sach cir-
cumstances, the victim of the Romish and Hibernian intolerance
could not derive any aid, or benefit from an appeal to the Represen-
tative of a Prolestant Queen and Nation, whose laws are hased
upon principles contrary to those of powers still planged in darkness
and superstition ; because, the tolerance and religious liberty—the
Palladium of British Constilution-—so plcdrrcd to the Maltese, and
inculcaled to H. E. the Governor, Mr. More O' Ferrall,—is now
changed into an iustrument of oppression. — Shall a Romish Bishop,
his Priests and Jesuits, together with a Koman Catholic Governor be
allowed to'practice in Malta with impunity, what the British Con-
stitution and Laws cannot effect. withont infamy (o the English Na-
tion? Shall the civil rights of Protestants in a Roman Catholic Coun=
try ruled by a Prolestant Sovereign be exposed to the lawless in-
vasion of the Pope ? Shall the voice of (he English Nation not be
raised in yehement indiguation against the infringement of the Law
and Liberly of English subjects; and shall none be fonad to sym-
pathize wilh the Maltese already groaning for deliverance from the
crucl oppression of an imperious, dcspouc and tyrannical'sway—
the sway namely of the Jesuils ?

*82é lhe Appendix, lelter G,
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Tt is not for us to discuss what the motives of Mr. More O' Fer—
rall have been not to enforce the law slill in force in the United
Kingdom and in this Brilish possession, but he has dispensed the
present Bishop of Malta, his vicars-general and all persons profess—
ing the Roman Catholic religion, holding any oflice, or place of trust,
or profit under the Government of Malta, from the Oath of allegiance
as established by law in these Islands on the 10th April 182§, and
2d January 1839, without such law having been abrogaled, and
wilhout informing the public, he has ordered privately, that instead
of that oath of allegiance, * they shall for the future only and
simply swear allegiance to. Her Majesty Queen Victoria | ; but, if
that oath established by law be binding upon the Ministers of the
Crown and Representatives of the Sovereign in the Brilish dominions,
it is binding olso on Mr. Richard More O’ Ferrall, as Governor
of Malta, and the English and Maltese people, therefore, do look
in all ordinary cases, for ils observance; if then any  Minister
of the Crown; or Mr. More O’ Ferrall, has brought forward
measures contrary (o the law, and spirit of the oath of office and alle-
giance, he nol only is guitly of violalion of an act of Parliament and
of perjury in so doing, but also of passive co-operation with the
Roman Catholic priesthood to disturb, or weaken the Protestant Re-
ligion, or Protestant Government * in these Islands. It is an essential
principle of Popery, however disguised by some, and lost sight of by
others, to lolerate none who are not of that church, and the grant

* The oath of allegiance of which we speak, is that established by an Act
of Parliament passed in the tenth year of the relgn of H. M. the king Greol‘ge
1V, intituled ““An act for the relief of H. M.’s Roman Cathoiic subjects’’
and now since the 2d of January 1839 is established by law in Malfa. ( See
the Appendix, letter F.

+ The new framed form of the ath, which is to be administered, instead
of the other before alluded, is simply this< ““ I A. B. do swear and promise
truc and faithful allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Victoria. ”’

: There are two the opinions prevailing among the Maltese: the one is
in llwon of the English Protestant Government ; and the other in favor of a
Roman Catholic one, which is the French. The former is prevalent with
the Maltese liberals ; and the latter among the bigot Roman Catholics hol-
ding situations with the civil Government, who generally are protectors and
partizans of the Jesuits in Malta. How extended is the latter opinion we
cannot exactly tell; but it will be known by a deplorable experience of
reaction against the English. It is a fact, we are told, of which the head of
the Police is informed, ““that some leading Maltese entertain the hope, that
if they rebell against the English Government, they will find immediate as-
sistance from the French; and their hope is founded upon letters that tender
assistance in case of a revolt.” The inspector of the Police, who is an En-
glishman, and now turned Roman Catholic since. the adyent of Mr, More
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of power to them, till this principle be disavowed by Bishops, Vi-
cars-general, Legates, Cardinals aud Popes as well as others, in the
musl full and wnequivocal language, is lo liberale tigers, because
they have been harmless when not at liberty ; and the event, should
this emancipalion be fally and legally conceded to the Maltese, will
be, that the power thus obtained will be used in the persecution of
those who gave it; as soon as it has acquired a proper measure of
consolidation.

And that one may be impressed with this truth, and also of Mr.
More O'Ferrall’s aversion to those individuals still in communion
with his Church, who maintain the opinion—that Roman Catholics
employed under a Protestant Government can take without any scru=
ple of.conscience the aforesaid oath of allegiance—it will be not ’
out of place to come into a short narration of a fact, which, though
it occurred some time ago, yet it has slill some connection with
the presentstate of things under Mr. More O'Ferrall’s administration
of government.

When Sir Henry Frederick Bouverie, on the 2d of ‘January 1839,
directed by a public minute, that in consequence of Her Majesty in-
structions, all persons, Roman Catholics, holding any office, or
place of trust, or profit under this Government, who by the laws
of these Islands are required to take the oath of allegance, shall
take the oath above adverted (o, instead of that, which is established
in the general constitution of all superior Courts of Justice in these
Islands, the Bishop of Malta and the Clergy asserted and repre-
sented o the Maltese people,’* that it is unlawful for Roman Catholics
to take such an oalh, because it is disap proved by the Holy See of
Rome.” A Roman Calholic priest, therefore, of a very cultivated
and liberal mind, ‘and occupying a prominent slation in our Royal
Universily, t0 remove every difficulty of conscience ' from the Mal-
tese, who, by the:zeal of the apostles of Jesuitim, have been led to
form a very disadvantageous opinion ‘of the honesty ofsuch anoath,
he being a public professor of theology, wrote and published, at his
own expense, a Tract in Ttalian, to show the compatibility of the
same oath with the Scriptare, the Fathers of the Church, and that it

O‘Ferrall, has been informed, on the 15th August ult. by a Roman Catholic
clergyman, who heard a ¢onversation upon the subject of a revolt and mas-
sacre of all Protestants in Malta. What steps were taken by the Inspector
we are not aware. : '

.
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was never condemned by the Pope; but on the couotrary il heing
'approved by numerous Romish theologians and six Universilies; viz
of Louvain, Dounay, Paris, Alcala,Valladolid and Salamanca, therefore:
all Roman Catholic Noblemen, Archbishops, Bishops, Priests &e. in
Ireland and England do take the said oath of allegiance, withoutcom=
promising their Communion with the Church of Rome, though they
disclaim, disasavow, and solemnly abjare all inteat to subvert the
present Church establishment, and not to excrcise any privilege O
which they are or'may become entitled  to disturb the Protestant
Religion. That Tract produced a lorrent of persecalion against the
Rev. Doctor {rom the spiritual : artillery of the Bishop and Clergy,
who, (except the Vicar-general for the time being ) after represen-
" ting the Professor as an heretic before the public of Malta; they
preferred against him a charge for heresy before the office of In-
quisition at Rome, The poor:Doctor sufferred; indeed, much of
persecation and annoyance from the people and clergy; and as he
has no living on the Charch, and his salary {rom the Universily was
very small, and their withholding -also from him every occasional
profit from the Church, the Rev. Gentleman suffered great penury
together with:the family of ‘his' father, entirely depending upon his
exertions. The local Government was filled with indignation on
hearing of.the circumstances to. which the Doclor was reduced by
the Bishop-and his Secretary, Dr. Amato, * and therefore simpathiz-
ing with his 'case relieved his distress and also promised him some
living,. or Church preferment in the gift of Government, when
vacanl, Since that time up to Mr.More O'Ferrall's administration
of government no vacaney had occurred for the Rev. Gentleman,
but recently, when a collation, belonging to Government, was
vacant, the Dr.thought it advisable to avail himself of the promise
made to'him by the Government. ' In vain did the Professor apply
(o His Excellency: the Governor, Mr. More O’ Ferrall, begging him
(o' carry ' oul the promise he had had from his- predecessor, Sir
Henry Frederick | Bouverie, “in ' conscquence 'of sits i having ‘been

.+ It is,very remarkable, that the Arch-priest of Senglea, Dr. L. Fiteni,
and the Canon of the Cathedral Dr. F. Amato, (the one, the persecutor of
Mrs. Bonavia, and the other of her brother Dr. Cumbo,) now sit with Mr.
More O’Ferrall in the new Government Council. Canon Amato was the
spring that pushed on the lale old Bishop Caruana. against Dr. Cumbo, al-
though the Vicar-general of the bishop, his assessor and all the. Roman
Catholic servants of the Government bad taken thal oath of allegiance.

-
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represented to kim, by the present Bishop, Dr Sant, that the pelitio-
ner is the person, that wrote and published his writings "against the
doctrines preached by the late Jesuit Padre Ryllo®, which 'were ‘the
real cause of his expulsion from the Island, and that also he ‘wrote
and published an ltalian Tract in favor of the oath of allegiance as
ordained by law of January 1839 ; the cotlation, therefore, was con=
ferred by Mr. More O Ferratl; ‘on another clergynian; who had no
merit in the Church;except: that of being 'a ‘relative to the Vicar
general of the present Bishop, anda partizan of the Jesuits.

It is also desirable and ‘most important, ‘to be known, that when
some employés holding high' office inthe Chiel Secretary’s depart-
ment: insisted and would enforce the observance of the Jaw of the
10th April 1828 ; viz, that the oath ol allegience and ‘office be ad-
ministered to the vicars-generaliof the Bishop and his assessorin
conformity withithe other law of the '2d Janvary 1839, which they
refused o take previous (o their admittance by the Head of Govern=-
ment for the time being, those employés' ( wheo ITis Excellency (he
Governor, Mr.More O" Ferrall arrived at the seat of his goverament),
have been reproved by him in terms extremely severe, aund then
he privately directed that the Roman' Catholics in Malla are-to be
exempled from the oath of allegiance as prescrlbcd by the law
of January 1839 ¢ ‘ -

Now, what does all this amount o, but a deliberate, arbilvary,
unjust, and despotic proceeding tending to 'promote Popery, and
therefore to disturb, wealen, discournge'and undermine the Pro-

Wlisen

* When in the year 18’09 Padre Ryllo held the pulpit of the ancient
church of the Jesuits, he delivered seditious and antipolitical sermons,
which amounted to maintain the popish doctrines ““of “invalidation of oaths
towards heretics; and that they may be consigned to death; and also, when a
Sovereing becomes heretic and excommunicated, the Pope, as vicegerent of
God, may degrade and dethroue that monarch, absolve his vassals from their
fealty, and transfer his dominions to any andventurer, who may invade his
territory and become  the (,hampmn of Catholicism .and consequently that
Prince may be murdered.” ~ Against these infernal doctrines, Mrs, Bona-
via’s brother, published = his Traet; it is therefore little to b2 wondered at
Mrs. B. becoming the object of Mr. More 0’ Ferrall’s an’npathy, and much
more for her forsaking Romanism and becoming an heretic!

+ It is a prevalent opinion among the unbigotted Maltese, though Roman
Catholics, that, if. Mr, More O’ Ferrall would deal fairly, he ought to in-
form the Public of Malta, through another minute, as his Pre‘decessor “did
in January 1839, with the alteration of the oath of allegeanceé. As for our-
selves we only add to this opinion, that a.law is to be repealed by another
law, and rot by private and secret instructions to the Lourts of Justu,e and
other functionaries under H. M.’8 Goyernment. :

- 7
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testant Reformed Religion and to involve its Professors in perse-
cation?  Who can doubt the haughtiness and daring of this defi-
ance ? Look, o Reader, at the situalion and state of things:in Malta
and then you will know the reply. .

- For fifty years Roman Catholics and Prolestants have lived in Malta
in peace and harmony bat, since the advent of a Roman Catholic
Governor ;—-and since the clergy, and all those, who hold office or
place of trust or profit have been recently dispensed by Mr. More
O’ Ferrall from pledging themselves—‘“ To  disclaim, disavow, and
solemnly abjure any intention to subvert the present church estab-
lishment,” and still more explicitly, that they * will not exercise
any privilege to which they are, or may become entitled to disturb,
or weaken the Protestant Religion or the Protlestant Government in

the United kingdom,” we have seen many firebrands thrown among

Protestants and Roman Catholics of Malta; such as the most info-

Jerant and anticostitational pastoral letter of the Bishop published in

May of last year 1839, and the exciting and malicious publications,

and discourses [rom- the Jesuits and Priests their adherents, that if

Protestants ‘'were nol tolerant and patient, and the generalily of the

Maltese not loyal and well affected to the English, we would have

seen a second edilion of the Sicilian Vesper. i

We refrain from making any observation on the effects, whlch in
a political point of view, such impudent and ill-judged measures
might produce, were not the loyality of the Maltese and their af-
fection for the Mother Country too firmly based to be shaken by
them; because the Jesuits being in possession of the confessional
(o pervert people, and holding forth from the pulpit every ser-
mon in order to excile the passions of the lower and ignorant clas-
ses, for the special purpose of opposing the increase of Protestantism
in Malta, at which Rome has taken alarm, they have already boldly
declared open war against the Protestant Religion, and obtained a
firm grasp on the minds of the better classes, the most fatal conse~
quences might ensue ; but it is impossible to pass unnoticed (he sin-
gular contrast between the past and present Government’s proceed-
ing, with the foreigners opposed to Popery. :

Some time ago when, some¢ Italians were engaged to write for the
local papers, they were instructed by the Police, to desist from such
writing, or to quit the Island. When the Jesuit Padre Ryllo preached
in the pulpit of the Church of the Jesuils seditious sermons, and was
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defended in prinled publications by the Priest Camillo Mapei,a Sicilian
refagee, ( now (urned Protestant and resident in London ) both were
compelled by Sir H. F. Bouverie (o leave the Island, because they
would not retract their doctrines.® In April 1849, when a Sicilian
refugee affixed to the walls of Valletta a paper in justification of Si-
cilian courage, in answer (o a vile altach which appeared in one of
the Jesuitical papers in this Island, the paper was removed from the
walls by the Police, and the wriler received a similar warning by or-
der of Mr. More O’ Ferrall. Farther,.in the following May, we have
seenthe treatment, at the hand of our Governor, of the Professor Luigi
Zuppella(a Roman refugee), which excited a degree of surprise and
indignation throughout the Island, which has seldom been equalled ;
and one or two of the causes, for which he was dealt with, rather as
a felon than a gentleman distinguished for legal acquirements and
lilleralure;, were the splendid article, he wrole in the case of a gentle-
man versus the'Bishop of Malta; or because he was lalely a depuly at
Rome, or on account of his liberal, and antijesuitical opinions. The
learned professor, after having been for. days in an ambulatory im-
prisonment within the walls of Valletta, because he was accompanied
some limes by two, and some limes by three police-men in plain
clothes wherever he went, and obliged to sleep at the police office,
he was ordered by Mr. More O’ Ferrall to quit the precincts of the
Island ‘Wil_'hin 24 hours, So again, in July ultimo, we have scen
His Excellency; selling at no,ugh,t—'bolh English and international
Yaws, which grant hospitality to men of all opinions, and (respassing
also against the law of nature and digoily of England, prevented
the landing of the Roman refugees from Civilavecchia though they
have come to Malta with their regular passport vised by the English
consul; and the reason he assigned, was,~~that had the permission
to them becn granted (o come on shore, they would put the city inlo
a state of politcial and religious fermentation! | This inhuman and

" See the foregoing note about Padre Ryllo’s preaching, pag. 49.

+ It is worthy to remark, that the Bishop, the Priests and the Jesuits
were very much alarmed on hearing of the arrival of the Roman refugees. In
fact, for several weeks, till they were driven out of the harbour of Valletta,
the people of Malta had been exhorted from the pulpit, or by conversation
—*‘ that if these rebels to the authority of the Supreme head of christiani-
ty should be ‘‘allowed to land, to be careful how to deal with them;
‘““ not admit them into their houses; and even to avoid speaking with
i thel'?, 1n consequence of being publicly cursed by the Holy Father Pius
“1X.” How the prlests speek about the Italian refugeas, see the sub-,
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barbarous acl towards women  in a family way, as well as lowards
boys and men overrun with woends, and in (he most wrelched con-
dition frow sickness and disorders, is the most precious work of the
government of Mr, More O’ Ferrall actuated cither by the example

joined to the letter B in the Appendix. It .is evident, therefore, that if the
poor Roman refugees had not been under condemnation of the ‘* Major ex-
cornmunication,” they would have been allowed like the Sicilian refugees,
who had no- quarrel with the Pope, to come on shore, by H. E. Mr. More
O’Ferrall, a Roman catholic an4 faithful subject and even inquisitor of His
Holiness’ spiritual supremacy. Butas the Roman refugees were faighting to
6btain their. liberty from a depressing ecclesiastical despotism; they are
now considered by the Papists ‘“ rebels against the” alledged ‘‘ supreme
Head of Christianity ;”’ bécause, “‘they disturbed, violated, and usurped his
temporalsovereignty, whose duty of conscience is to guard the sacred de-
posit of the patrimony of the spouse, of Christ,” therefore, ‘“they are under
interdict and Major excommunication” (See Council of Trent ‘Sess. XXII.
¢ Xl deReform.; and Protestation: of Pius IX given from Gaetaon the
ist January 1849,); and as the II, 111, 1V, and V_councils of the Lateran,
as well as the Councils of Constance, of Sienna, and of Trent strictly forbid,
under the same condemnation of the greatest excomunieation, “every kind
of protection, hospitality, consolation, and comfort of humanity from the
hands of a sovereign, prince, or civil governor—son of the church—to every
digsembling christians of every kind and nation; rebels to the Popedom;
and herefics poliuted with any countamination of error, who, are not to be
admitted into their lands, but dismissed and consigned to the inquisition,’”
how then could Mrs. Bonavia expect protection, and how could ‘the' poor
Roman refugees receive consolation, and admission into a Roman catholic
country (as Malta is), from a person well known as a member of the
Roman Catholic club' in London, and also a slave to roman catholic priests
everywhere,—a bigot devotee and promoter of the college at Moynooth,—
and a faithful son of a church, which teaches and commands—*‘ that enga-
gements of any kind, even confirmed by oath with persons guitly of schism,
or heresy; or; with persons who embrace or protest schism or heresy are in
themselves unlawful and void; and therefore these subjects are not bound
to keep faith with such sovereigns or ‘to yield them fealty and ‘obedience ?
Hag i Pius 1V treated ¥lisabeth as) Paul I treated Henry VIIL king of
England? Has  his holiness dethroued their  majesiies and annulled
the oath of allegiance, which had been sworn by. their subjects? This
canstitution by none of the Popes has never been annulled. Henry and
Elisabeth, according to the papists, had patronized heresy and schism from
the church of Rome, and so does Queen Victoria, and therefore, forfeited all
ciaim to enjoy the conditions of piighted faith. It is true, that :the Irish
Bishops, Murray, Doyle and Kelly, in their examination before the British
Commons in 1826, diselaimed all such sentiments with becoming indigna-
tion; this avowal however, has been disowned by the Jesuits and their
anostles, who have declared ““to be refractory to the ecumenical Councils® of
the Holy Mother tite Charch and to the Bulls of the Holy Father the Pope,
whosoever Wwill ‘disclaim, disavow and solemnly abjure such doctrines or
ayticlos of fai'hi, or does notkeep mental reservation in his eath with heretics
{1 Hhe good of the Church,”™ These are 'the doctrines, spoken, thaught and
preached (0 the Maltese people by the infallible gang of surpliced ruflians,
who through their ‘printed papers in circulation, gloriously praised and
thankaed Mr Move O'Ferrall for his inhaman conduct towards the poor Ro-
misn rEfugees, presumed (8 hs protestanis. 'We leave, however, fo the
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of the Emperors of Germany and Kings of Spain Charles V, and his
son Philip 11; or of the French Kings Francis I, Henry 1, and Louis
IX; * or by the sccret instructions and spiritual sovereignty of Pins
I1X and his Cabinet .at Gaeta! It is surely impossible, that the
British Government can be so lowered and so. degraded, as lo have
laws imposed by the Pope, and followed up by a Governor led by
a miserable, bigotand jesuit Priesthood ?

That the head of this Government ought to be invested with the
power of removing foreigners from these Islands we freely admit;
for circumstances of urgency may, at any time though rarely, arise,
which cannot be dealt with according to the, ordinary proceeding of
legal tribunals ; but such a power ought nev er lo be cxercised, un-
less in cases of great emergency, and never as a means of showing
ill-will to the, party who suffers under its exercise, or-of fayouring
the intrigues of those, who may be his  political or religious
enemies. But, if we turn a little the medal of H. E. Mr. Richard
More O’ Ferrall, we iondeed, would see ils prospect quile in
contrast with the above premises.  The coin then would present to
us the kind attention shewn to the thich-cloud of Jusuits, who ar-
rived in Malt_a emigrants from every part of Italy and Sicily, though
they have‘come without passports. We would sec, that Mr. More

lxberahty of ‘\Ir ‘\lore O’ Ferrall to solve the difficulty, by dlwdmg the
work of oppréssion and persecution to the political and religious opinion of
these refugees by him sent back to the fury of wolyes.and demons, sup-
porters of the stability of tyranny and Romanism.

* These Emperors and Kings persecuted the friends of the Reformation
and executed the infernal plan of the Romish Inquistion in all:its barbarity,
without showing a single symptom of compunction or mercy, Their ma-
jesties not only spared no cruelty and shocking inhumanity towards men,
women, and childrén, but also consigned the professors of Protestantism,
without discrimination or pity, to the stake and. burned them. And so
with respect fo the Italian refugees, His christian Excellency, the honorable
Richard More O’Ferrall,has faithfully followed (a far as it was in his power),
the example of those princes, and executed what.have enacted the persecut-
ing Councils and Popes ofhis church, and bmttally persecuted these rebels
sons to the Holy Father the Pope.  Indeed,  More O’Ferrall, having like
Queen Mary, exercised his authority in the British dominions, and ‘‘ pro-
tessed his resolution to support justice and Catholicism, and to eradicate
error and heresy,” deserved to be felicitated by the Bishop of Malta and his
satellities in the pontifi’s name; but if this eulogium is not suflicient to ex-
toll him in his ehurch as a champion 'of Romanism, we are of opinion, that
for having so happily executed that exploit for the good of his religion, he
deserves also to be.publiely eulogised by the Roman Court, and decorated
with the two medals struck in the year 1572; .the one by order of.Charles
1X with the inscription ' Pictas cxmta\luustltldm, PIETY EXCITED JUSTICK,
and the other by Pope Gegory IX coined at Rome..
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O’ Ferrall hud allowed to'these ministers of his church to ‘come oD
shore and to remain in the Island ;—that he had received them with
open arms, provided them with a very comfortable dwelling place
and furnished them with beds and beddings from the Govern-
ment civil hospital, which is'hardly now accessible to" the poor na-
tives ;—(hat he permitted and encouraged them to preach and pub-
lish printed doctrines of intolerance and sedition that would disgrace
the age of inquisition.*' The liberly of the pulpit, which now Mr.
More O’ Ferrall granted to these foreigners Jesuits, has created in
Malta a religious party, which has manifested itselfin direct con-
tradietion to instructions” given lo the Governor, by which his con-
duct was to be regulated in the management of the affairs of Malta-
We would see also, in this side of the medal, the Bishop of Malta,
_ allowed by Mr. More 'O” Ferrall' to affix on the 27th of May ult. the
most inflammatory writings not simply on the walls of Velletta, but
generally on the doors of all the churches' and chapels throughout
the Island of Malta and Gozo.

We see (herefore, the particalar prolection, which the Roman
Catholics and Jesuils now enjoy from Mr. More O Ferrall, greatly
influences (he maintaiving a ‘political and religious party, “which if
not checked in time, ‘Wwill occasion serious consequences. During
the last eight months several persons, who professed opinions fa-
vorable (0 (he Roman cause, and against the French intervent in
their maller between the Pope, have been annoyed and insulted di-
rectly and indirectly in the streets by some of the lower orders,
urged by the preaching of ‘the foreign Jesuits or by their partizans,
who secretly from the confessional or by means of the press have
formed a party, which if not carbed will bring the ‘greatest evils
upon the peaceful subjects of H. M. the Queen. The Jesuit faction,
therefore, seizes all the favorable circumstances that may present
themselves to create 'again discord and disorder, which they for-
merly -crealed through ‘the aforementioned late Padre Ryllo, but
put to an end by the firmness of the Government of (hat time. It
is: remarkable also, that among the exciters of disturbances and
annoyances against those who profess Protestant principles, are

*1We allude to the sermon deliveréd by the padre Zuliani in the church of
the Jesuits on the 3d and 10th June ult. to make an echo and to support the

pﬂStox_‘al lett_er of Bishop Sant, issued on the previous month of May, against
heretics resident in his diocese.
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to be found many Government employés. This is then the telerance,
peace, and harmony belween all classes of Her Majesty's subjects at
Malta, so much inculcated to Mr. More O’ Ferrall by Lord Grey in
his dispatch of November 18471 * These are the fruits of the pro-
tection and toleration to which Mr. More O'Ferrall has pledged
himself to maintain since his arrival at Malta! And (hese are the
results of the emanicipation of the Roman Catholics of Malta from
the oath of allegiance, yielded to them withoul reservation by a
Roman Catholic Governor; or by any Protestant Minister of the
Crown! = Any minister, then, of the Crown, or any Representative
of the Queen, in advising, persuading, or ordering such measures as
are now going on al Malta, has acted in direct violalion of the Act of
Parliament, is guilly of perjury, and therefore is responsible (o the
Sovereign, o the English Nation, as well as unfo God: and every
person, who has voted for, or (directly or indirectly ) promoted
such a measure for Malla, he is guilty of subornation and perjury .

We have now touched with succinelness on the serious evils
arising. from the deviation of the pledge’ given on the entrance of
these Ministers of the Crown or Represcntatives of Her Majesty
into their offices, it behoves then those Ministers and Mr. More
O’ Ferrall, who have advised and directed such a measure as we
have mentioned, which tends to promote and encourage Popery
and therefore to weaken, discourage and undermine (he Protestant
Reformed Religion established by law, or the Protestant Govern-
ment in Malta, to show, whether they have nol acted in direct op-
position to the law and inviolation of the oaths of office and allegiance 2
Whether any thing of thiskind can be done without involving them-
selves in the awful guilt of perjury, in addition to; that of conniving
at, encouraging and abelting the intention to disturb, weaken, dis-
courage and. undermine the Protestant Religion and Prolestant
Goyvernment 7 I

* The following is an extract of His Excellency’s instructions by Lord
Grey, which we have copied from the Government Gazzette :— *“ Itiwill be
an essential part of your duty, to'promote harmony and peace between:all
classes of Her Majesty’s subjects at Malta, and to enforce by example and
precept a general ftoleration, the foundation, of Religious liberty distin-
guishing between the unrestrained freedom of public Worship to every sect,
and the licence of disturbing estabilished Religious Jnstifutoins under any
pretest whatever.’”’

1t is very curious and astonishing also to see on the festivals and sun-
days the French flag. hoisted in the baleonies and terrasses of the houses
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If Mr. More O’ Ferrall'would impartially and fearlessly perform
his duty, we do not hesitate to assert, that he onghtto insist apod
the Bishop and cowpel him to remove from the all church doors
a printed paper, which is in direct contradiction to theportion ol
his instructions we have already adverted to,~~to call the Jesuits
preachers to account, why they so grossly traduced from the pulpit
our Protestant Religion, Charch; Clergy and Ministers, * —why they
delivered seditious sermons Lo excite a spirit of bickering and div i—
sions which'is at present’ unfortunately “so prevalent in' this Island
between Protesiants and Roman Catholics ; and ought not to ‘allow
himself to be led by the nose by a few Priests and Jesuits, to whomn
he has given proof of his attachment, because ministers of his re-
ligion, but mischievious: wolves in shepherds clothing, whose delight
is to'see the Island a scene of discord, and Protestants exterminated
from the face of the earth. = A predilection for the Jesuits 'was vi-
sible immediately after the change in Malta of a military ‘and Pro-
testant for a civil'land Roman Cathelic Governor. Mr. More O’ Fer-
rall’s palace, which is the Governor's residence (as representative
of a' Protestant Sovereign, and property ol a Protestant Government),
was opened to the Jesuits and Priests, and in particular to Padre
Esmonde; ¢ and Rev. Falzon, Mamo and Polito. It had become also
the abode of Dr. Nicholson, the Popisl. Archbishop condju!o; of Corfu,
very notorious for the serious disturbances caused by him in the
Ivnian Islands, from which a petition signed by more than 2500

occupied by some employés with the Government, but notorious protectors
of the Jesuits ! We suppose that it is by their children; howeyer it shows
no affection to the English Union flag. Who can adventure of what prin-
ciples are imbibed those children ?

* During the lent of 1827 the rleigious faith of England had been so vio-
lently attacked, and the English Reformers, the present clergy and prote-
stant missionaries have had been so pointedly abused by a Sicilian monk,
Giuseppe de Catania, preacher of the order of St. Francis, in his sermons
delivered from the pulpit of St, Jhon’s Church, that he was called on by the
Government to account for his conduct; and a letter was sent through
the Chief Secretary‘s office, informing the Bishop of Malta, that foreign
preachers shall not be permitted by the Government to preach in the
Island without a previous licence from the Head of Government. Since
that period till the arrival of padre Ryllo and the present Governor Mr.
More O’ Ferrall no foreign preacher has been permitted to preach in the
puipits of Malta. (198 P

4+ An Irish Jesuit of eloquence, to whom the. local Government during
Sir Patrich Stuart's ddministration, was compelled (in 1844 ) to call to
account for his intolerant and seditious séermous and attacks delivered
in the Jesuists’ Church against the protestant Church and. Clergy-
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persons’has been presented to the legistative assembly, praying for
his expulsion. Al Mr. More O Ferrall's ‘proceedings savoar of
injustice ‘and partiality in a great' measure owing (o the spirit
shown by him, who instead of pulting a stop to the dispute fostéred
between the ‘Inhabitants of the Island,—who instead of putting
down (he evil disposed persons working out their ends by setting at
variance, Military and’ Civilians, Roman Catholics and Protestails,
Maltese and English, he, instead of preveating them, has shown every
respect for the Jesuits, becatse priests of his bhurch. " Who ex=
cited Lhe present Bishop of 'Malta to ¢omplainto the Government of
a poor inoffensive Eoglish book ( Readings in ‘Prose, and ni ‘Poetry,
published by the Society for promoting Christian Krowlédge ) thut
had bednin constant use in'the University since the time of the late
Bishop 'Dr.Carvuana and of the Rev. Mr. O'Malley, the Rector of that
establishment, 'and in the hand of the most zealous and’ scrupulous
Roman ‘Catholics, 'without exciting a fear or suspicion'? “Who'in-
duced Mr. More O’ Ferrall to banish such'a’ book’ from ‘within the
walls'of the University ¥ 'Who ‘persuaded the ‘Bishop ‘(o' set up
fire-brands instead of preachers 'in the churches during the Lent of
1848 and 1849 with a view 'to banish from ‘the hearts of charitable
Romai Catholics every sentiment of a{fecuon for their Protestant
brethren, by showing that they are ‘accursed of God and ‘consigned by
Himi to the hottest corner in hell  Who suggested to Mr. More O'Fer-
rall to-change in the public yearly estimate published in'the Govern~
ment Gazette for the year 1849, the title of the lnfam school in Valletta,
which.iis established for_the benefit-ofithe poor Maltese ‘and to con-
fer onit the uew,.mle of English ' Protestant’ school,. because some
English residing here have contributed to-it-and-send_ their children
for instruction'in ‘it, as equally good instruction for'children isnolto
be procured elsewhere? Who'raised ‘persécution 'against it, 'by a
set'of bigoled fanatics, and ‘persaaded also the ‘Bishop to ‘fulminate
the seutence of excommunication agaidnt the parents, who send their
children ta that 'schoo!, and to give otder to différent confessors not
to ‘adinit them to confession and ‘¢ommnnion? And who was at
the bottom ' of all' this, but the Jesuits 2 And who conferred the
new title on hat institution, of a Protestant School, hul Mr. More
O’ Ferrall; which before-his arrival was never so ealled by a Pro-
lleant hovernor, and we have not heard it so slyled by any before,
but by himself? Indeed, many on reading the item of the same

8



58
estimale, had some difficultly in finding out to what His Excellency
alluded io his address to the Council of Government, than the. only
withdrawal of £ 100, yearly granted for its support, and to bestow
them upon the new institation, which was'nearly to. be set- up. by
the Reverends Jesuits in Valletta.  But. as-the mistake, which we
have alluded to was rectified, and not a single and undeniable ins-
tance . in. support of the charge preferred against the said- Infant
school has been produced, Mr. More O’ Ferrall, unwilling, was
obliged to yield to the evidence of the time, and thus the Jesuitical
plan Lo ruin that school, became uneffectual, b ¥ e
Such is the real and appalling position of affairs:in. Malla at the
present moment. What then is the duty of all honest and. sincere
Protestant at such a peculiar and -alarming crisis ?. Is not apathy
under exisling circamstances a crime ? There are. other questions
well worth considering, and absolulely necessary to  be. delermined.
The. sigus of the time are fearful and ominous, the enemy is awake
united, and active, the most valuable institutions of the: Maltese are
in, danger ; violent hosuhly, arbitrariness,, and.. oppression, are
common. ' Jesuils, once re-started from  the Island, they sprung
rapidly forward and are regaining. their old position ofinfluence
and importance:, ln the Island, they are swarming; and  forming
settlements in very ellglblle posnuons, and they are crafltily forcing
their way: into the confidence of the Government, and into, the, pos=
session of ap unlimited sway over a portion oflthe people. - And
who can say, that here in Malta, we are free from Popery’s Jesui-
tical incursions ? By law ‘ all Jesuits, and. others:.professing the
same istitution are” absolu{ei“ expelled fr om Malta and Gozo and
forbidden to return at any {ulare lime to seltle in theIslands;”* bat
our law, seems a farce, as lhey parade. through, the length. and
hreath of the land without one whisper, of suspicion, .or one allempt
to restrain them from intermedling with the executive i(Gorernment.
Ia Valletta, a Jesuitical association, is, formed. under the, litle of
Bona Mors : or, the Art of Daying Happily, for the purpose of per-
verting the families and rising money for. its support . At Notabile,

* The law in virtue of which the Jesuits are’banished from these Islands,
never was repealed since Great Britain ook possession of Malta, Why
then, should not be called back into operation ?

. The members of this association are only femalés, and no'body else is
pexmltted to attend their meetings held in a small chapel at Valletta,
named St Catherina d’ Italia, where the sermons are delnclcd dnd other
exercises are performed with the doors locked.
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and St. Julian's their doctrines are taught to the instructors of the
whole population; and there' they superinted the education of the
principal Popish laity and clergy. But these are only their acknow-
ledged, recognised and public movements. In private, they insinuate
themselves 'in eévery/cirele and assume successively ¢ach form that is
lilkely to enitrap the meak aad unwary. They sow disunion among
Protesfanls by artfal misrepresentation of genuine Protestant
doctrines; while the follies, the vices, the idolatry, and persecualing
dogmas of Popery are as cunningly palliated, or concealed. These
subtle and malignant foes of mankind, and the experienced determin-
ed advocates’ of presecution, are the leaders of the opposite party;
they are daily increasing’ and ‘growing bolder in the Island, and
therefore, no farther excuses or delays can be justified on the part.
of the conscientious man, who values the national interest, at stake
in the present ardous struggle in Malta.

But, we do: ot pretend to go farther and through the various
itmes of Mr. More O’ Ferrall's ‘administration during the 27 months
of his government in Malta, as we ‘feel ourselves satislied"with the
correclness of all' these facts, and in giving a specimen of his pub—
lic conduct, juslice integrity and impartiality © towards the ‘Maltese
people. Andas none can deny the correctness of the truth here stated.
of Mr. More O’ Ferrall's government, except those individuals; who
are of lhe ]esumcal party, and in whose hands a part of ‘the press
of Malla has fallen, and fill up their pages in favor of Mr. More
O’ Ferrall for fear of losing their salary, or from a greediness of
procaring one, or o flatler the interests of ‘afew, or to gratify
the appeutes of 'a‘class, we do not wonder, therefore, at Mrs.
Bonavia’s treatment from him, whose religion permits him inva-
lidation, or'equivocation of oath, or violation of faith with herétics,
and commands him under punishment to persecute them. What
comment can we add to this display ? That H. E. Mr. More O’ Fer-
rall in Mrs. ,Bonavms * case fauhfully fulfilled what is (aught

i Mr. More 0 lerrall never v:slted Mrs Bonavia’s' school whilst she
held the situation, as his predecessors frequently did; but since she has
been removed; he paid a visit, and was received by the Arch -priest Dr. L.
Fiteni, the Marquis and Marchioness Barbare, the clorgy and other gentry
of Senglea:invited by Dr. Fiteni to join togethér in order ‘to 'solemnize
H. E’s. first visit. The/females’ school ‘was decked with red tapetsry and
carpets on the floor, supplied by Dr. ¥., and the strect, where the school is
situated, with english and-other'different flags. Mr. More O Ferrall never
has been received with any solemnity whatever wheu he visited the other
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by the Romish theologians in the class-books used in the May-
nooth seminary.—That the Jesuits and their partizans have hi-
therto succceded tolerably well in bringing Malla ioto a‘state of.
discord, and may perhaps prosper, having a Roman Catholic,Govern-
or for their protector,.—That the Jesuils, thus protacted, compass
tieaven and earth to make English proselytes in Malta, and to bring
them into damnable heresy, and idolatry.—And,  that all. Papists
cordially and unequivocally believing, that Protestanls -are essen-—
tially Andichristians. believe  also, that they are notl bound to.ob-
serve fca-lly:, limmago,. allegiance and obedience, which-they swear
to, an, hereiic Prince, or keep faith with persons guilty of heresy,
or rebellion against Popedom, but they .are at. liberly fo rise
rebellion against an heretic Sovereign, dethrone and murder him,
as well as to _cx‘l,err_ninate all herelics from the face of the earth.®

primary schools throughout the Tsland; and the other governors néve_r had
been received by Dr: ¥F..on any of the inhabitants of Senglea when for the
first time they visiled Mrs. B.’s school, especially Sir H. F. ‘Bouyerie who
had ‘established the schcol in that ¢ity.” We suppose, that they were not
received with:such honors; bhecause ‘heretics ; and Mr. More O'Ferrall
deserved . that homage because he his Boman Cathelic and removed an
heretic from her situation.

* Dogctor: Slevin in the Maynooth: examination; has on this topic, exhibit=
ed a wonder of quibbing, sophistry, and; Jesuitism. The learned doctor,
playmg ‘the artillery ‘of miisrepresentalion, maintained, that no Pope,
speaking ‘“ex cathedra,”’ ever proposed such doctrines to the Chureh, to be
believed as revealed and held as an article of faith. : Docton. Higglns, on
the same occasion, and with more ¢andour and dogmatism than Slevin, as-
serted, that no Pontiff defined for the belief of the faithful, that the ponti-
fical power of dethroning and murdering heretic kings was founded on di-
vine right. ( Slevin, 189 ; nggins 275.) These mlsrepresentatlons. eva-
sions; or explanations; hov ever, will vanish ' before unvarnished statement
of facts, These facts may be supplied from the bulls and definitions of
Gregory VII; Boniface VIII; Paui 11i; 1V; and V; PiusIV; and VI[; and
from the: ejgh’t general, holy, and apostolic Roman Councils the IV of the
Lateran, Lyons, Vienna, Pisa, Constance, Basil,V of the Lateran and Trent;
as also from the ex{ract from the popish Bible publishedat Dublin 1818 un-
den'the sanction of the called Archbishop, Dr. Troy, which will prove, that
the ‘‘ murder of Pmtestants ‘is authorized in that Popish Bible! ( See the
no”tes on Deuf, xviii. 12; Matt. xiii. 29; Acts, xxv. 11; II. Tim. iii. 2; Rev.

.'6,20; xviiv6,) We must’ remembel , ~also, that no Pope, or Councxl
has ever disclaimed such Doctrines, though time and experience have sug—
gested cauation to their use. "Thisfact; Crolly, Anglade and Slevin admit-
ted in their examinations at Maynvoth.  And it is Ttemarkable ‘also, that
every Roman Catholic; as far-as his creeds and consciénce -are! concerned,
he is bound to ‘‘receive; hold, and profess all that the sacred canons and
general councils, have delivered, defined' and declared.”! The rejection,
therefore, of these enactments would amount toa wiolation of 'his' faith,
obligalion, and pledge, (if doctonin Laws'and Divinily); and ‘any person,
whatever, who should infringe; or 'contradiet:those declarahons, will, and
commandments, incurs, according to the bull of Pius 1V, the indignation of
Almighty God and the blessed Peter and Paul, as also of the Church,
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¢ -such persons, then, can conscientiously adhere lo the com-
munion and obedience to their church, that teaches such doctrines,
and observe their oath of allegiance towards the Protéstant Reform=
ed:Church and Protestant Government, is indeed a question of some -
difficulty to plain. Protestants. -Are: we not compelled o suspect,
that these persous. with their Romish belief, have got Roemish con-
science 2—thal they' adop! the Jesuitical principle of doing evil, that
good may come (o Lheir church ?. Have been, the provisions of thefatal
Act of 1829, mostitreacherously violated 22We do not-at all deny that
these persons may he ‘acling very conscientiowsly; for the greatest vil-
lanies and inhumanities that ever have bren committed: upon earth,
have been commilted conscientiously~-the most ‘atrocious: murders
have been perpetrated by them;«dn God'siname,” and in the thought
that theywere doing God’s:service. And what words can we express,
or: what.can we conceive in -our mind ‘of the wickedness of having
such men; having their comséiente seared with a hot iron and defiled,
to hold the reins of a: Government on behalf of an heretic Queen: and
Nation? « Let the Sovereign :and: English Natiow understand the
measures proposedifor the extinclion of all elements of liberty die-
riving from. lhe free use of the Bible, and' encouraged by :the most
liberal minded:Pias' IX in his enCycllcaI letters daled 9[h November
1846, ‘and Sth: December: 1849.: ' - - '
But there is no:need:lo cxpatlale more on llns subjecl-—lhc mea-
sure is filled:up (o its' brim~~and the public "of Malta is ‘now pers
feetly tired of many arbitrary, barbarous and ‘inhuman aets of Mr.
Richard More! O'Ferrall. Aud is this man:lo have Malta at his mer-
cy ? Andhow long? Theé Romish population of Malta afteren-
Joying for fifty years peace, and harmony with English Protestants,
now since the arrival of this Governor and Jesuits, have flung them-
selves nearly lose for insurrection. The daring conduct of the subtle
emissaries of the mystery of iniquity, ought surely open the eyes of
all Protestants to the nature of their principles and designs, and to
convince them not only of the obscure crusade of rapine, but also
of the folly of relying upon men, who cannot conscientiously adhere
to the Protestant Reformed Reliyion aud Protestant Government aund to
the unity and bond of peace with Protestant. They are now only harm-
less simply because they have not yet liberty. Butif Protestants,
should be again, in God’s providence, plunged into the furnace of
perseculion, as threatencd with total extermination, through the
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influence of Popery and intrigues of its Janissarics, the operations
of Popery will be still unchanged in its character as the ‘persecutof
of the saints of the most High. ' The people of England ' have al-
ready heard of the loyality of officials, who, while receiving the
Protestant’s pay cannotscrupulously support, defend and encourage
the Protestant Religion, its Professors and the Protestant Govern-—
ment ; to disregard these things would be, therefore, not patience
and policy, bul infatuation. Against such men no Government can
adopt any precautionary measures. Wilh such satanic agents in ils
bosom; no Government whatever, but especially a Proleslant Go-
vernment, can be safe. -

There remains but one resource to the People of ‘Great Britain :
Members of the Great Church of pure Christianity, the rest most
be largely done by yourselves. You have seen how Mrs. Bonavia's
rights { because she'is a convert from:Popery ) have 'been invaded,
—how her interest has ‘been injured,~~how her conduct has been
stigmatized with foul calumny,~-how the Government of Malla felt
not for her wrongs,—~and ‘how ' her ruler, (because is’'a Roman
Catholic) turned deaf ear to her legal claims and'respectful repre-
senlations; 'nothing therefore reiains to her, but an appeal to Her
most gracious Majesty the QUEeN and to the English PuBLic, as every
other avenue through which redress may perhaps be had, is ' closed
to her. - Mrs. Bonavia, together with her own countrymen, though
Reman Catholic 'will tell Englishmen, that nothing but a Governor
of & honest and straight forward. Englishman of sterling Protestant
principles: will secare the British interest ‘in this Island, and jusllce
to-her fellow submcls-—-the people of Malta,

L
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APPENDIX. ot

B P

TaE following 'documents,  will" be interesling to the Reader; as
affording documentary proof and illustration of (he statement ‘con-
tained in the preceding pages; we lay them before our Readers,
and which will put the public in possessmn of facls with Wthh
lhey are’ unacquamled —

[A]
“On Her Majesty's service,
Senglea, September 30th, 1943.

‘* Sir, —-—l beg respectfully to represent to you, that I am acquaint-
ed with a conversation passed between a .papist priest and three
laymen of the same persuasion, which conversation took place in a
shop at Sliema on the night of 13th inst. where a plan has been
projected, whereby I ha\e reason lo apprehend some violence
to my person and (o the persons of some people, who_ assemble
every Monday morning between the hours of 8 to 10 at St. Julian’s
to pray and hear the Scriptures read and expounded..

“It is certain likewise, that on Monday last, a Canon of the Ca-
thedral (Dr. Annetto Casolani) dressed with long black trousers and
surrounded with many individuals (to whom we know perfectly
well), came and stood near the door . of the place where. we meet ;
and that on the same day wmany Jesuils, and priest haye been seen
near lhe slreets of our place; besides which, aller the prayer. was
finished, some of these people were in the road mJured and attack-
ed by stones being thrown on them,

“ The first adjutant of Police as likewise you are verbally inform-
ed of the above facts, and meantime have promised the necessary
protection: but I deem it my duty to lodge formally this notice to
you as placed at the head of that [)epartmcm ; and I, in doing so,
beg to assure you, that I do not have the least doubt of the promis-
ed. protection ; but only, because the urgent case requires; it.

“1 beg to state also, that (he persons assembling do so voluntara-
Iy : 1 therefore claim for myself and them that full protection, which
is due to Brilish subjects, who violate no law in work of piely in
which I am engaged.

“1 have the honor (o be Sir, very respeclfu.l'l'y
your humble and obed. sery.
(Signed) “Dr. VIN. BONAVIA.

“ To the Acting Inspector of Police
F. Sedley Esq.
&, &es - &e,
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To show which is the character of Canon Casolaui, now through
the intrigues of the Jesuits, is Bishop of Mauro-Castro, and member
of the new Government Council, we subjoin the following extract
from his letter addressed to Lord Clifford; which letter eight
years ago appeared in the Jesuitical paper—The True Tablet. This
document: exhibits :the singular gratitude of its writer towards
his benefactor H. E. the Governor; Sir. H. F. Bouverie,  whose
influence was employed with. Roeme, in.order to obtain for; him the
Cantorship of the Cathedral at very early an age. We do not diffuse
ourselves in our comments ; it is sufficient to present merely the
document to the Public in order to ensare full justice to its conlents.

“ 56, Zaccaria street, Vicloria-square.
Valletta, Malta, 8th March, 1842.

My Lord,—1 take the liberty of addressing you, without ever
having had before the honor of being regularly Sntroduced 10 Your
Lordsh\p confiding in the interest you take on every subject that di-
recily or mdlreclly aﬂ‘ccls Cathohc mleresls in'any part of this em-
plre‘....‘...,.....

.......... n.,....-.hl

.....................

- I d6 not think' it needful lo inform Your Lordshlp oflhc atlempls
that have been made in'42 y years, by ipnumerable societies establish-
ed in England Amerlca and France, (0 Prostentantize my poor
countrymen, the more $o0, as they Lonsader the "Maltese’ Lhe fittest
people if ‘once made Protestants, (o spread that persuasmn in all
the countries that have the same Ianguave being the prevailing one
from the Taurus to the Atlantic and from the Mediterrancan to the
Indian Ocean.—These allempts had the same result that they had
elsewheré’; and' I am able to prove to dny body, that in 42 years,
with all the means that man ‘and whealth can give, lhey were not
able to prevail on any individoal to dbandon the “ancient faith.
Besides the Sectarians we have another enemy much more dange-
rous, ‘namely the Rifugiali Italiani, who ‘are, gcnerany speakm
the worse and most pernicious class in Malla ; they ml,roduce them—
sclves every where as unfortunate ‘persons, marlgrs ofhberly
S R, R S ow e s LM G T my eyes, 1’ confess that lhese
persons have done a great deal of hax‘m m the mmd of the Ma]lese
youlh o T A ol

. gatoug Hit 36T Gl Bage 4104k i Tl ‘threat e '* ‘ordered
lhe Ar(,h blshnp (m his 85th year), to suspend Padre Ryllo, of o-
riental notoriety, to preach any more in churches ; under the prelext
that this venerable father in the course of some lectures, he was
delivering at the church of the Gesa, on the connection of Natoral
l’lnlosophy and Revealed Religion, he had declared hlmself favor-
.able to the opinion of the sovereignity of the people WLAEP N .

* The Governor, Sir H. F. Bouverie; T See page 50, and the note, p. 49.
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. v .« fGovernment not coutent with this, gave another blow,
by refusing to give to the promoters of the College * the Alhergo dei
Cavaliers 'HMaliani, (properly of the Crown), on lease, whilst'the
Albergo d’ Alemagna was given in properly to Queen Adelaide, for
building on its site a church for the members of the established
Charch by law in England and Ireland (but not in Malta), about 100
in number in these Islands, and not Maltese, to whom that building
appertained as national property. ’
I wish you, my Lord, to consider if it is legal for a governor to
prohibit:British subjects to choose wherever they like religious and
literary instractors ? . . .. . ... {fit is lawful for him to sus-
pend Jesuits, even if they are British subjects ( Your Lordship’s
honourable brother included ), from preaching or teaching in onc of :
Her Majesty's colonies ? 1 If acts such as these are lawful in a co-
lony, I have nothing else, my Lord, to say, I shall in that case en-
deavour to persuade my counirymen to submit to the will of God ;
but if they-are not lawful, do you think that we are to remain mute,
and soffer to be vilified in what :is dearer to our hearts, not to of«
fend our beloved Queen’s representative ? It is impossible . .. . .

LR T T T | e e gla feiretly qiigi-e e iy e W8 ~lfa e 0176 - “gP VW, URTR

“I remain my Lord,
Your Lordship s most obed. hamble servaunt
A or 2t v (Signed) © “ANNETTO CASOLANI, Cantor.”

The next docament to which we solicit attention is a translation
of the Article in the Osservatore Maltese, edited by the Jesuils : it
displays the same spirit and character emblazoned in the foregoing
letter. The article runs on in the following manner :—

= I [B]

“ The pride of the wicked, who were endeavouring to exalt thewm -
selves against all that is attributed to God, is at last humbled. The
malignant plot of the seditious, who, with a view to work, more
coverlly, the supplanting of our religion, were conlinuing to deceive
the people, is exposed and confounded: the calumny and intrigue
devised by these miserable persons, fugitives proscribed in every
corner of the world, to prevent the unmasking of their secret ways, .
are at length belied. After this, the good people of Malta will no
longer be described abroad as rebels and unbelievers, as these in-
terested and false friends were describing them, and which, with
good reason, they were reputed to be, on account of their contact
.wilh this pestilential race. The pastoral of His Lordship, the Bishdp,
is a document dear to all good Catholics, to all cilizens. In fact, it

" The Jesuits Ryllo, and Esmonde '

T We think, that Canon Casolani, whilst writing to Lord Clifford, had for-
golten, though he is a lawyer, the still existing law of April 23, 1768, in
virtue of which the jesuits are for-eyer banished from Malta and Gozo !
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clearly shows how pernicious these secrel meetings way be o the
welfare, and dangerous to the public tranquillity of society. Because,
in these wicked sects, they first teach to doubt, then to deny openly,
and at last to vilify and to scorn the most sacred traths of eur
religion .
« « » « o+ The excellent missionary Father Ryllo to divert this
danger, had undertaken to treat of a series of arguments in his ser-
mons, tending (o show the close tie between religion and social and
individual welfare. In eight discourses, at which the flower of the
cily assisted, he laid the foundation of his thesis, and he proposed
on this to erect a wall of defence to religion and to society against
which the ministers of the prince of darkness were already plotting®.
These clearly perceived that their deceit could not much longer re-
main concealed, and that, at last, unmasked and confounded, they
would he compelled tv beat a retreat—But calumny on the one part,
and envy on the other, concurred at that time to silence the learn-
ed orator—And oh! how many calamnies have we been obliged
to hear against innocence, from him who should have defended it .

The pastorale of His Lordship the Bishop aims at this remedy— it
is a wrilten evidence of the importance of those discourses
to which it was evilly desired to give the name of subversions ;
whilstif those discourses had been continued, the dark workings of
the corrupters of Malta would have been exposed by (hemselves,
and their plots would already be despised by all; therefore Eccle-
siastical authority would not now be under the necessity of having
recourse (o the solemn threat of spiritual censures in order to pre-
serve the religion of this people.”

This production being the offspring of the Jesuits is unworthy of
comment. :

[C]
(Translated from the ltalian) “Government Primary School,
““On Her Majesty’s Service. Senglea 15th March, 1849.

Sir,—As in the visitation yon made to my school on the 7th inst.
accompanied by the boys’ teacher Giuseppe Madiona, there were
laid before you several verbal charges against me, by which [ feel
my conduct in my public and private capacity slandered and injur—
ed, permit me, therefore, to inform you, that on that very day, the
said Mr. M. has been requested by my counsort, as it appears from

* An allusion to the Protestant Clergy and Missionaries, who from time

to time had discharghed their sacred duty in showing to the Maltese, the
errors of popery.

+ An hint with reference to Dr. Cumbo’s publication against RyHo's

seditions sermons. :
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the enclosed, to substantiate within 48 hours, at least one of the
charges he has preferred against me.

‘* Mr. Madiona has becn asked to do so, on the ground, that he
was directed by you on that morning to make a report containing
the said verbal accusalions, in order (o be transmitled by you to the
Chief Secretary to Government. Whether Mr. M. has effected up to
this moment your order, | am not aware; therefore, as lintend
to avail myself of your verbal advice given me also on that day;
namely—*" that if | feel myself wronged and my character and con-
duct injured by Mpr, M. an honorable man and of a very respectable
character, and [ intend to prefer any claim against him, as your au-
thorily is loo limited, I am at liberty o apply to the head of the local
Gevernment to obtain redress for the evils I complained of;” viz.
for theinsults, outrages, slanders, oppressions, irregularilies, abuses
and other things of such a kind done o to me even in your presence,
by the said Mr. M. and his Assistant Giov. Bonello, | bhave, there-
fore, to request you, the favor to inform me ufficially, whether the
nole of the arlicles, alledged, missed from my school and the report
by you ordered to Mr. M. with reference lo my person, have been
forwarded Lo you according to the instructions you gave him ? and
if they have ben sent, to be pleased also to furaish me with authen-
ticated copies of them. A :

‘“ And as on the same morning of the 7th inst. in answer {o the
charges brought against me by the said Mr. M., I stated to you *‘that
1 cannol be answerable for what wmy school-room contains, but only
for what is in my custody, because when the school is over, 1 go out,
and the keys of the room do not remain with me, but with the
porter or his wile, who with his family daring (he night sleep in this
school-room,” and for this reason, which 1 gave you, Mr. M. taxed
me With a lie and slander agaiust that family, 1 haveto inform you,
that on Monday morning the 13th inst., when I went to my school
to begin instruction. 1 found{ my pupils present), in the window,
that opens to strada S. Lorenzo, a blue dish, ‘a little broken, soiled
with chees and egg ; and on a form, a brokeun knife, soiled also with
the same materials; and, therelore; having ¢alled for witnesses the
Police-serjeant B. No. 2.(whose mame s .. . Buhagiar) and Mr. M:as
well as Rosa  Yisceso the! wife of ‘our porler. who, being asked in
theic presence and of all thegirls in the school, aknowledged—-that
the dish and koife belonged to her, which last night her danghter bad
left in that window after they had made an omelet:" »she then ook
them away.. - This confession was made on (he aflternoon; thuos the
dish and knife so soiled, reémained (in my school=room the whole
time of the morning and afternoon instruetion. You may consider,
Sir, what would have been my shame, if any visitor had called to see
my school : I.can mention the name of (he Doctors and Captains of
the Royal Navy who several times camne o visit the school. 1 have
to submit to your consideration also, that the said Police-man,
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observed, that the room, where our porter and his family live, is
‘contiguous to my school-room, and cannot be locked up, but by
themselves and from their side, so that he remarked, that they are
at liberty to come into the school-room whenever they like: 1 trust,
therefore, that the school-master, Mr. Ginseppe Madiona, will not fail
to inform you with all these circumstances, who, 1 presume, will
also forward to you his report together with the prescat, to whom
I left it sealed. ' ViR 931 :

““Thence; you may obsérve; Sir, that yesterday, being Sunday, my
school-room was at the disposal of the porter and his family, as it
was before during'the past vacancies in summer, the days of festas
and all other holidays 'during the vear, in which school-room the
porter and his family dined, took supper, and slept together with the
husbands of the daughters, when they came on shorefrom on board
of H. M.’s steamers, *where they are employed as sailors. The
evidences I 'can produce are nol only in support of these my asser-
tions, but also for establishing—that the porter and his family held
in the school-room'and ‘during the night, balls, had quarrells, noise,
and drunkenness, in‘such a way, ‘that they made my school-room
nothing less than a kitchen and place of obscenity.  Of all this and
other incoveniences arising from the contiguous dwelling room of
the porter to my school-room, the late Direclor, Canon Panzavecchia,
and Mr. Madiona, are aware, bul it appears that the latter now feigns
to be ignorant of it and is using every means to vilify, outrage, op-
press, slander and’ insalt me, even in your presence and of other per-
sons who occasionally ecome to my school, while fulfilling my public
duties’; in'consequence’ thereof, as [ have already made (o you a
verbal complaint of the irregular conduct of Mr, M. his assistant
and the porter, who'seem-to be conspired against'me, and for which
I requested you'to give redress, and you, as" it seemed (o me, have
not:takenany step” to prevent such conduct for the time’to'come, |
have also to make a report -to you, that the insulls, anaoyances,
oulrages, and (other irregularities from Mr: M. towards me, and be-
fore ‘my pupils,are growing withosuch a uabridled rashuess, that
not only he did:laid his:hand apon my face, but made'me to appear
igndrant ofmy daties?before. the parents of-the pupils, who'came to
the sehool'to present theircdaughters for-admission; reprimanded and
scolded me before thé girls ; and beat with his hands on’ the boards
placed againstthe walls of lhie school, ‘and on thee table before me,
and with his feet on the fleor, ‘as if 'he were deprived of rcason, but
also, contemning all that 1'did during the instractionin’‘every time he
came to school, hethreatened me to make a written report against
me.

“My school having become, a 'stage for squabbling scenes, for
which reason (Il can frankly say, that not'a day passes without being
insulted in my school and ' interrupted in my official-daties by the
said school-master Madiona ) I ¢annot go onin a way so irregular,
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confused and blameable, which, as far as | am able (o judge, is
working the ruin of my school. Any body who understands what
instruction is, knows very well, that in such an establishment we
musl cullivate and not creale struggles and difficulties to.exhaust
the patience of the teacher and discourage the pupils, who on ac-
count of the bad example are diverted from their studies.  What
parent would send his daughter to a school where she would likely
learn rude and quarrclsome deportment ?

‘“ Having in the best and shortest way represented (o you my sad
posilion with the boys’ teacher Mr. Giuseppe Madiona, especially
since the 8th of Feb. ult. I have to entrcat you to take into your
consideration the contents of this official report ;—Lo furnish, me
with official instructions (o enable me how (o act for the future ;— —
and also to give a prompt remedy, that the flagitious proceeding and
irregular conduct of the said Mr. Gius. Madiona and of every person
abetting him, be immediately curbed.

‘I have the honor to be

Sir, vour must obed, servant.
(Signed) ** Maria BoNavia CUMBO
“To the Marquis Barbaro di San Giorgio Mistress,

Director of the Government Primary schools”

&e. &ec. &e.

Mrs. Bonavia left with Mr. Madiona the above reporty and requesi-
ed him to forward it to the Director. Whether the Marqais received
it, Mrs. B. is not aware, but certain it is, that Mr. M. continued,
with _even more arrogance his irregularitics and insalts towards
the school-mistress ; on good ground therefore, Mrs. B. was led
to conclude that the Dlroclor had received her report, but he took
no notice of its ‘contents."’ Under this' conviction, and not knowing
what better course to pursue for restraining Mr. M.'s irrégalar con-
duct, and for oblaining salutary redress, Mrs. B. applied (o.the Go-
vernor, and; lherefore she Wrote to lhe Marquls as follows L

(Trdnslatwn from the Italwn, AR MERS s g :

; "On H Majesty $ Sermce. oy Sy Gowrnment Promary School, .

o5 . Senglea 30th March,, 1849.

' “Sn‘ —-I am sorry to bo under the necessnly torecall again'to'your
miemory, lhat on the Tth'inst. in'the visitation' you ‘made 'to ‘my
schoo accompamed by (he boys school-maslor Gius. Madrona. he,
(Mr Mr ) in. my presence and. of all the glrls in the school prefer-
red against me a'verbal accusation, the heads of which are thefol-
lowing :—That "the ‘pupils, who attended and do attend this school,
never learned any thing before the 9th’ Feb. ult. when he himself
began to Leach them, and superinted the classes of the needle-work;
—That the pupils are going now very salisfactorily in the intellectual
and industrial instruction; —that several articles belonging to this
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school are missed from it, without having been used, or appropriatl-
ed by any person whatsoever, but by myself;~~that the articles fur
nished by the Government for teaching the needle-work, and the in-
straction of my pupils are consumed by me not in the school, nor in
the instruction ;—that 1 do not fulfill my official duties, nor am I
subordinate to him ;~-that I am so ‘assuming, that I presume to be
the director ofthe primary schools;~—and because 1 wished to revert,
on that very moment, to what Mr. M. told you against me, he added
moreover that 7'do not tell the truth, and that I slandered several per-
sons, among whom, the Arch-priest Dr. L. Fiteni the parish-priest of
this tity: * ' And ‘as to such accusations or assertions by Mr. M.
preferred ‘against me, 1 replied, ** that they are wilthout any foqnda-
tion whatever ; and that I can prove the contrary for my justifica-
tion,” ' You, Sir, not only refused to hear my reason, and proofs
which I tould produce on that moment ; but rather confirmed what
Mr. M. told you against me, and you directed him also to write down
a note of the articles, alledged (o be missing from my school { that
they ‘wight be made’ again, through Mr. S. Bugeja, and the expen-
ses Lo be abated from my salary), and to forward it to you, together
with a writtenreport on what he said against me, and that you would
transmit them both to the Chief Secretary to Government.

+ Mr. Madiona called Mrs. Bonavia ** a liar’’ and ‘‘slanderer,” because in
contradicting his accusations, ‘especially ‘with respect to ‘the articles al-
ledged to be missing from her school: (and being ‘anxious te remeove frem her
character an imputation, which would amount to a crime of robbery ), she
stated to the Marquis :—‘¢ That if he was wllling to find out the articles
belonging to her school, he ought to Took for some of them, in the shop of
the ‘porter of the school or in the reom where he lives ‘with his family ; and
for the rest, as slates; boards with:spelling lessons, &c., he had to ook in
Mr. M.’s school-room, where they had beem taken, when the Arch-priest
Dr, Fiteni bhad set up, with the consentof the then Acting Recter, the
Canon Dr, Psaila, in Mrs. M.’s ‘and Mrs. B.’S school-room, an evening
school 'for' the youth -engaged daring ‘the day for gaining their support.
‘Without attempting to enquire, whether the Marquis ascertained that no-
torious truth, denied by Mr. M., but alledged by Mrs. B. to controvert the
grave charge and infamous fabrication made against  her character, it suf-
fices for us to be informed from a good quarter, that since Mrs, B. is driven
out of her situation, the Marquis Director builded up the doer of the room
occupied by the porter  and vontiguous to the females’ school-room; and that
the school-master does not jinterfepe any more with the newly ! appointed
school-mistress’ dufies; we trust therefore, that -these alterations in  that
school, supply. to the Public a good ground to form their opinion with re-
ference to'the weight due'to the charges wade against ‘Mrs. B., and to the
partiality which influenced ' those in authority in their dealings' with her.
As for ourselyes we déem it unhnecessary to give any further explanation
respecting the veracity of Mr. M.’s accusation as we are quite satisfied with
reminding the Reader what the chief secretary told Mrs. B. ‘‘that there
is nothing with the Government that militates against her conduct and
character;’” and also, that the note and report ordered by the Marquis
never were made by the school-inaster Giuseppe Madiona; and there-
fore we may say with Yirgil :—‘‘ex uno disce omnes.”
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“And as.these accusalions have been verbally and officially pre-
ferred by word or in wriling against me by the school-master G.
M. on the same day 7th inst. {(as you have been already informed by
him on the morning of the following day the 8th ) he ( Mr. M, ) was
requested by letter, written by wmy eonsert, to substantiate within
48th hours, if net all, at least ome of the charges he preferred
against me. ®

“The time having explred and Mr. Madiona (as far as ! know) not
having established his accusations against my conduct and ¢charac-
ter both in my public and private capacily ; and becanse it was my
duly, as it is of every oune Lo defend and clear their honor frem any
stain that may blemish it; wishing alse, that such circumstanees,
sayings, inconveniences, abuses, irregularities, conlempis, insults,
oulrages and other things of this mature, during nise years up Lo
the time by the boys' teacher Giuseppe Madiona, er any person or
persous whatever accomplices, perpetraded against me and by me
suffered in my said capacity of school-mistress will not continue
any lenger, 1 have to inform you, as the Director of the Primary
schools, that o the 20th inst., I laid before His Excelleney the Ge-
vernor a representation and petition on this particular, asking his
consideration and directions upon what is therein ¢contemplated.

**1 have the honor to be

Sir, **your  obed. and humble servant
' (Sigued) ** MaRA BoNavia CumBO
“To the Marquis Barbaro di San Giorgio Mystress.”
Dicector of the Government Primary Schools”
&e, &e. &e.
,. )

( Translation from the Kalian )

“On Her Majesty's Service. “Government Primary School.
Senglea: 28 th April, 1849,

“ Sip,~ Since the government females” primary scheol has been
established. ia, this town, it was always the custom. tilk the 23 inst.
to keep the door of the said school barred from the inside with an
iron boJt; and this provision was given by Canon Dr. E. Rosignaud,
under. whose conteol the primary schools were, on account of my
school being situated near to a brothel, and thus to prevent it from
suffering inconveniences and molestations from druncken Eoglish
sailors, and boys, who pass through the way and find the door of
my school open. T .

* Mr. Madiona shewed the aforesaid letter to the marquis in the school
of Valletta, where he was walking with that school-master ; but when the
Marquis read the letter, burst into a loud laughter, and scofied at it.

+ That school was set up and opened, on ahe 21st. November 1839. Mrs.
Bonavia being the first appointed teacher, requested the Rector to give such

aremedy to obviate inconveniences, which the school had undergone at
the beginning of its operations.
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“ Last Saturday morning (21st. inst.) having been to my school,
I found the iron holt attached to the door of my school twisted in
such a way, that by no means could [ bar it; however, to avoid aoy
mischance, as in the time past, I made strait the boltin the best
way I could, and 1 succeeded in fastening the door. My supposition
was, that it was twisted by some mischievous boys, before the
school hojgs, which boys (having some time ago molested the
school, while you were examining my pupils), you had requested
me Lo report to the Police.

« I was extremely surprised, when on last Monday morning, (284
inst.) I weot to my school and found the said bolt removed from the
door ; therefore, being under the apprehension, that it was stolen,
I thought it my duty to call for a police-serjeant for evidence,
and then-to inform you of the circumstance. Bat what was my asto-
nishment, when on the same morning, you, accompanied by the boys’
teacher Giuseppe Madiona, came to my school, and while informing
you of what had taken place in my school in the last two days, |
learned from Mr. Madiona’s mouth, that (he bolt was removed by
himself ( Mr. M. )! What was my surprise, that though, Istated to
you the circumstances under which Canon Dr. Rosignaud had been
actuated in directing that the school door should be always kept
shut and barred from the inside with an iron bolt, yet you, Sir, not
only approved Mr. Madiona’s arbitrary proceeding—namely, to re-
move the bolt, without taking your previous sanction, and without
informing me, but also you reprimanded me before the same Mr.
Madiona, and all my pupils, for having called the police-serjeant;
for keeping the door of my school shut during the instruction ; an:d
consequently directed me to leave it always open, because such is
the practice in the primary school of Valletta!

“ Without calling your consideration to the consequences, which
my school would undergo on account of its door being now open
during the instruction, and without commenting on the dangers,
which the removal of the bolt might cause,-—on the insubordination,
which the arbitrary and insulting proceeding of Mr, Madiona ( and
approved by you ) might affect the minds of my pupils,—and on the
direction you gave me to keep the door of my school open during
the time of the morning and afternoon instruction, which ¢s not ac-
cording to the constant practice of thefemales’ primary school of Val-
letta under your direction,™ nor to Mr. Madiona’s practice, who keeps
the door of his school always shut, 1 beg leave to inform you, that
since the very day 23d inst. my school began to suffer again frequent
inconveniences and molestations from Mr. Madiona'’s pupils, who at-

» U_p to the 8th of the following June the school of Valletta during the
morning and afternoon instruction was locked from the inside with the
iron bolt. ®
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tend the primary school, and generally leave their school before I
finish my instrugion. *

4 And a¢ in the said visitation you made to wmy school, Mr. Ma-
diona ‘brought before yon another charge against me; namely,
that I never'come to schoolwhile the bell rings, but always after ;
and you, refusing to hear my jastifications, orderéd me 1o follow
strictly what-<is prescribed by ithe regulations of this school on this
respect, and to Mr. ‘Madiona to make you a report in case I should
fail in this duty; thervefore, 1o avoid what Mr. Madiona or any person
whatever may report you ou this subject; 1 feel obliged to inform
yoa also, that thoagh yoa directed Mr. Madiona to riiig or to cause
to ring the bell'for ten minutes according to the said regalations,
yél oo the afternoon of 24th inst. he, Mr. Madiona, the boys’ tewcher
of this primary school, rang or did cause to' ring the bell of the
schioo! for @ minute, as he alwiys ‘did ((or the time past Jand oo the
following days up to this he 'continued to' ring the said beH for five
minwtes. Pihink Sir, that punctuality of doties 'is nécessary (o all

o tanhianl d

¢
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* “ Permitme, Sir, to state als anipsfongentds bok g
as 'on that morning *( 23d inst.) you threatened me belore the said
Mr. Madiona ' and” the girls in the school—that if-you made a report
to' Government against me, I should be immediately discharged ; and as
also-a reportiis ¢irculated among the inhabitants of Senglea—that I
am about to-be. discharged: from’ the situation I mow' hold-= for (hese
and-other reasons which I'defer to mention: for the present, 1 have
to'request ‘of you the favour to inform me of the cause which occa-
sioned yon to'threaten me, as also to be pleased, in case you have
found any faalt with' ‘me in the exercise of my public duties, to
bring forward'your eharges before Government, and to 'let me know
the nature of 'my faull, to ‘enable me (o justify myself and to be
acquill'iadt;‘f'm* convicted and then punished according to justice.

3414
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““I'haye the honor to be; e

L6 How Bfpovesi (05 I your obed. humble servant,

s inads ol yd boirrulos o Sigoed) (o' Maria Bowavia Cumpo,
“ To thie Marquis Barbaro di 8. Giorgio,: 1L Mistress,”
"' Director of the primary Schools " !

9 108enEg dule ad8ic -

ek

:h On that very morning and after the Marquis Barbaro left Mrs. Bona-
via’s school, Mr Madiona’s pupils, having found the female’s school open,
they threw;through the door (strada 8. Lorenzo) horse-dung . left on the
way by the Marquis horse ; and on the afternoon at about 5 minutes f{o
four o’clock, two large stones, weighing about one pound each, were flung
by tl]e samne boys through the door with such'a violence, that it was only
providentially that the,school-mistress or the pupils sustained no injur)}.
as the stones grazed the forms and the teacher’s desk, and the pupils were
around Mrs. Bonaﬁa’s tle‘lble under the window, that opens {o strada Vittorig.

10
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With regard to the, ordinary trial by Jury in Great Britain for
crotl cases, we observe first, that as the judges are sure to coﬂ_le
and open the circuit commission on the day mentioned in the wril,
the sherifl upon the original venire, returns the panel and summons
the jurors lo appear al the assises; whereby the parlies may have
notice of the jurors, and of their characters, sufficiency or insuffi-
ciency & so that they may be challenged. Next the persons before
whom the parties are to appear, and before whom the (trial is to be
had, who are the judges of the superior courl or assise.

When the general day of the trial is fixed the. plaintiff or his at-
torney must bring down the record to the assisss, and  enter it with
the proper officer, in order to its being called on the course ; other-
wise it cannot be tried. lo case the plaintiff intends Lo try the caase,
the defeadant, if he lives within 40 miles of London, must recetve
eight days notice of trial, if in a greater distance, fourteen days nolice,
but in town cases two days are suflicient, in order to prevenl sur-
prise: and sois the practice in Malta ; if the defendant lives in the
country, and the proceeding is by citation, he shall receive four days
notice, and if in one of the four towns, two days notice ; but if the
procecding is by libel, eight days notice, if in the towas ten days, and
if in Gozo, fifteen days notice. 1f all previous steps are seltied, the
sheriff relurns his compulsive process, the writ of habeas corpora
with the panel of jourors aunexed, to the judge’s officer in courtl.
The jurorscoutained in the panel are either special or common jarors.

Special juries are introduced in trials at bar when causes are 9f
great nicety for discussion of ordinary frecholders upon motion in
court and a rule granted thereupon ; the sheriff then is to attend
the prothonotary or other proper officer with his freeholders’ book;
and the officer is to take indifferently 48 of the principal freeholders,
in the presence ofthe attornies on both sides, who are each of them
to strike off 12, and the remaining 24 are returned upon the Panel.
By statute 3 Geo. 1l.c. 25. either parly is entilled upon: motion to
have special jury struck upon the (rial as at any issue, as well at the
assises as at bar. A common jury is one returned by the sheriff ac-

“cording to the direction of the statute 3 Geo. 1l. ¢.25. which ap-
poiuts, that the sheriff or officer shall not return a separate panel
for every separate cause; but one and the same panel for every
cause to be tried at the same assises, containing no less that 48, nor
more than 72 jurors ; whose names being written on tickets, shall
be putinto a box or glass; and when each cause is calléed, twelve of
them shall be first drawn out of the box, shall be sworn upon jary
unless absent, challenged or excused.

As the jurors appear, when called, they shall be sworn, unless
challenged by either party, Challenges are of two sorts ; challenges
to the array ; and challeages to the polls.  Challenges to the array
are at ouce an exceplion to the whole panel, in which the jury are



75

arrayed orsetin order by the sheriff in his return ; and they may
be 'made tpon account of partiality or some default in the sheriff, or
his ‘under officer’ who arrayed the panel.” And gencrally speaking,
the same reasons that before the awarding' the venire were sufficient
to have directed it to the coroners or elisors, will be also sufficient to
quash the' array, when made by a person or officer of whose partiality
there is very tolerable ‘ground of suspicion, Also, though there be
no personal objection against the sheriff, yet if he arrays the panel al
the nomination or under the direction of either party. this is'good
cause of challenge to the array. ' Challenges to the polls, in capita,
is anexceplion to particular jurors; and seem to answer the resu-
satio judicis in civil and canon laws ; by the conslitution of which a
judge might be refused upon any suspicion of partiality ( Cod. 3.
1.716.). " By the laws of England it is held that judges, and jus-
lices cannot be challenged ; but by the law of Malia they may
be refused for good cause ( Gen. Reg. § 111.).

Challenges to the polls of the jury (who arejudges of fact)are
reduced to four heads by Sir Kdward Coke. (1.Jnst 156.)1. Prop-
ter homoris respectum ; 2. propter defectum ; 3. propter affectum; and:
4. propter delictum. We pause a while on the third, as the first,
second and fourth heads have no reference to our question. Jarors
may be challenged propter affectum, for suspicion of bias or partia-
lity; this may be either a principal challenge, or to the favour. A
principal challenge is such, where the cause assigned carries with
it prima facie' evident marks of suspicion, either of malice or favor
( Finch. L. 401.,) which if true, cannot be overruled, for jurors
must ‘be omni exceptione majores, Challenges to the favour, are
where the party hath no principal challenge; but objects only
some probable circumstances of suspicion. ( Stiernhook, I.1.c. 4.);
lh.e validity ‘of which - must be left to the determination of
irors, whose office it is to decide whether the juror be favour-
able or unfavourable. The triors are (wo different persons named
by ‘the authority. If by mecans of challenges, or other cause,
jurors do not appear at the (rial, either parly may pray a tales,
who are liable (o the'same challenges as principal jurors.

When ‘a sufficient number of persons impanelled, or tales-men
appear, they are separately sworn, well and truly to try the issue
between the parlies, and a true verdict to give according to the
cvidence; and hence they are denominated the jury, jurate, and
jurors, sc. juratores.

\\f’ilh respecl to the trial of eriminal suils, we observe, that when
a prisoner on his arrignment has pleaded not guilty, and for his
trial hath put himself upon the country, the sheriff must return a
paael of jurors, liberos et legales homines, de vicineto; that is free-
holders withoat just exception, and of the visne or neighbourhood ;
but since the 4 and 5. W. and M. c. 24. which admits copyholders
upon juries, it is not necessary that the jurors should be frecholders
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in criminal cases, excepl in treason, and (here it is. expressly. re
quired by the bill of rights (). W, and M. St. 2.¢. 2. If the proceed:
ings are before the court of kings beuch, there is time allowed
between the arrignwent and: the lrxal for a jury to be impanelled
by a write of wvenire facias to the sheriff as in civil causes. = W bhen
the arrignment is not fer. felony or (reason, bul simply . for
misdemeanour, both the plaintif and de/cndan( are cntitled . te
apply to the couri of king’s bench for a special jury. By statule 7

1L e. 3. it is enacted, (hat the prisoner shall have a copy. of
the indictment, but not the names. of the witnesses, five days
before the trial; thatis, upon the constraction of the  act, before
his arrignment ;. in Malta six days ; for then is his timg lo lake any
exceptions thereto, by way of plea or dewurrer (Fost. 229, 230.);
ithat he shall have a copy of the panels of jurors, twe days before
his trial : and that he shall have the compulsive process to bring in
his witnesses for him, as usual to compel their appearance ggainsé
him. 1t is also a praclice to deliver copy of the indictment and the
list of wilnesses and jurors, ten clear days, exclusive of the day
of delivery and the day of trial, and intervening Sundays prcwouo Lo
the trial. ( Fost. 2, 200)

When the (rial is called on, the jurors are to be sworn, as they
appear, to the number of twelve, unléss they are challenged by the
~ partics. Challenges may here be made, either on the part of the
king, or on the part of the prisoner; and either to the whole array,
or lo the separalte polls, for the same reasons that they, may be made
in civil causes. Challenges in criminal cascs, or-at least in capital
ones, are allowed to the prisoner in_favorem vile, which is an ar-
bitrary and capricious specics of challenges to a cerlain number of
jurors, without shewing any cause at all ; which is called a peremp-
tory challenge ; however the peremplory challenges of the prisoner
mus! have some reasonable boundary ; otherwise he might never
be tried. This reasonable boundary is seltled by the common law
to the number 0f35; but with regard to felonies, no prisoner
arrigned for felony or murder can be admitted to makt, apy more
lh.ln 20 peremtory challenges; however, if the prisoner will chal-
lenge more than 20, he is pernullcd by assigning a cause, Lo bericd
;nnl approved. lhvn by reason of challenges or default of jurors,
a suflicient number cannol be had of the ongmal panel, a lales may
be awarded as in civil causes, till the number of 12 is sworn,
“ well and truly to ry, and true deliverance make, belween our
Sovercign and the prisoner, whom they have in charge; and a true
verdict Lo give, according to the evidence.”

Such is the English- law and praclice with regard to lhe election
and challenges of the judges of fact in the trial by jury, for civil avd
criminal causes, which law and practice according to our huwmble
opinion ought to be strictly observed by H. E. Mr. More O'Ferrall
in appointing the commission of enquiry to investigate Mrs. Bona-
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via’s case versus Mr. Giuseppe Madiona &c. in which commission
if the commissioners had to fullfill the office of jurors, they had
nothing to perform, but simply to give their verdict to the
evidences brought before (hem, and the Govervor {e pass his
judgement upon the matter laid before’ him, and  then to apply
the remedy which Mrs. Bonavia sued for; bat on the contrary if
the commissioners were directed to enquire, hear and . determune
upon the charges which Mrs. Bonavia made versus Mr. Madionpa and
other accomplices with him, we think that they {according. te the
slatutes West, 2. 13. Edw. L. c. 30. and 12. Edw. II. ¢. 30.) ought to
be annexed to one or more of the sworn justices of the Queea’s court
accompanied by a writ of association ; whereby ecrtain persons ( as
clerk and subordinate officers ) are directed to associate themselves
with commissioners, justices and serjeants; and they are required
to admit the said persons into their: society in:order to take the as-
size and lo-receive the verdict. of jurors, and thus delermine the
dispute:and cause brought before them. Mr, More O’ Ferrall cae-
not plead . ignorance of these circumsiances, as be himself has
adopled them ip previous commissions of ‘enquiry directed in
consequence of some charges brovght by the periodical papers
against some Government's servants; but of all. these and other le-
gal formalities, the commission  appointed to investigate Mrs. B.’s
case, was defective, and neither had she been allowed by one of the

commissioners { Dr. C, Galland ) (o employ 'a clerk to take simply
records. of the proceedings or to be present when, on the 4th of May
1849, she appeared before them: for. the first time; this arbitrary
and jllegal proceeding decides the question as to the Phisician Doc-
lor’s incapacity, besides other marks of saspicion either of malice or

favor, with us hewever are reserved anpectore. In short, we beg to

remind the Keader that Mrs. B. challenged Dr. Trapani on account

of a legitimale and assigned cause; apd Dr. Galland in consequence

of a private and - family 'matler, which at all events had Mrs. B.

been compelled (o assign a. satisfactory and plausible reason for

her.peremptary. challenge, she was prepared to prove before legal

triors the legality and validity of ‘her exception,  which carries with

it prima fronie evident marks .of suspicion, and incapacity. Had the

Phisician (o give legal opinion and to determine any point of law

arising upop the examined facts before him and if any injury proved

to have beean done to Mrs. B. to ascertain, and by his officers to

apply the remedy, or to give his verdict according to the evidences

brought before him? We repeat, that up (o this hour we do not

know,under.what circomstances the commissioners have been ap-

pointed by M. E. the Goyernor; Mr. Richard More )’ Ferrall.
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“ MINUTE : JEA -
By His Excellency the Governor:’ _
‘“ Whereas, by an Act passed in the teath year of the'reign of His
Majesty the King ‘George Fourth, inlituled An act for the relef of H:s
Majesty’s Roman Catholic Subjects, all persons professing the Ro-
man Catholic Religion. holding any office or place of'trust or profit,
were directed and required instead of any other odth’or oaths pre-
viously established by law, to take an oath of the following form:—
T A B. do sincerely promise and swear, That I will be faithfal
and bear true allegiance to Her ‘Majesty 'Queen Victoria, and will
defend her to: the utmast of my power against all conspiracies and
attempts whatever, which shall be made against her Person, Crown
or Dignity ; and will do my utmost endeavour to disclose and make
known to Her Majesly, Her Heirs and Successors all Treasons and
traitorous conspiracies' which may be formed ‘against Her or Them :
And 1 do faithfully promise to maintain, support, and defend, to the
utmost of my power, the succession of the Crown, which succession,
by an Aect, intituled An Act for the further limitation of the Crown, ard
better securing the Rights' and Liberties of the subject, is and stands
limited to the Princess Sophia, Electress of Hanover, and the Heirs of
Her Body, being Protestants; hereby utterly renouncing and abjuring
any obedience or allegiance unto any other Person claiming or
pretending a Rightto the Crown of the Realm of Great Britain and
Ireland: and T do further declare, thatit is not an Article of my Faith,
and I do renouce, reject, and abjure the opinion that the Princes
excommunicated or deprived by the Pope, or any other Authority of
the See of Rome, may be deposed or murdered by their Subjects, or
by any other Foreign Prince, Prelate, Person, State, or Potentate,
hath or ought to: have any Temporal or Civil Jurisdiction, Power
Superiority, or {Pré-eminence, directly or indirectly, within the
Reéalm of Great Britain and Ireland. T do swear, that I will de-
fend to the utmost: of my power the seltlement of Property
within the said Realm as established by the Laws: And ldohereby
disclaim,  disavow and solemnly abjure any Intention to subvert
the present  Church: Establishment, as sattled by law within the
said. Realm: And 1 do solemnly swear that | never will exercise
any privilege to which I am or may become entitled, to distunrb or
weaken the Protestant Religion or Protestant Government of the
United Kingdom : And I do solemnly, in the presence of God,
profess, testify and declare, that [ do make this declaration, and
every Part thereof, in the plain and ordinary sense of the oath with-
out any Evasion, Equivocation, or mental Reservation whatsoever.
“So help me God.
““And whereas, by an article in Her Majesty’s Instructions, ac-
compagaying the Governor’s Commission, His Excellency his autho-
riced and required, from lie to time, himself or by others to be
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authorized by him in thal behalf, (o administer and give to. all and
every person professing the Roman . Catholic Religion, as he shall
think fit, or who shall hold any office: or place of trust or prolit,
or who shall at any time pass into these Islands, or be resident or
abiding here, the above form of oath ; His Excellency therefore. is
pleased (o declare, that, from and after the day of the date hereof,
all persons -professing the Roman Catholic Religion, and holding
any office or place of trust or profit, under this Government, who
by the laws of these Islands are required to take the oath of
allegiance, shall take the oath above recited, instead of that which
is_established in the general constitution of all the superiors Courts

of Justice of these Islands, ;
“La Vallella 24 January, 1839

“By Command of His Excellency
(Signed ) “H. GREIG,
Chief Secretary to Government. '

Now, our Reader will remember, that in foreseeing the conse-
quences, which probably may result from the emanecipation of the
Roman Catholics holding aoy office.or place of trust or profit under
the Government of Malta from the aforesaid oath of allegiance, we
have asserted in the foregoing page 47-— that should this emap-

cnpatlon by fully conceded to.the Maltese, the event  will be, that

* the power thus obtained, will be used in the persecution of those

‘ who give it That this is a very serious charge we fully admit;
and it is one, which when it is brought must be fully substantiated.
We know the full import of our rharge and. knowing this full
well we are compelled Lo .give solid proofs of this ~charge. We
are compelled to do this wnth the greatest deliberation; and we are
fully prepared to  sustain it bya fact which came to our: notlce
this week whilst the present sheet was. going throngh the press,
for which we hope, that the generous, Reader will be once,more,
indulgent with us whilst we enter alLonce to redeem our lask '

Now, the Ministers of our present most gracious Queen, conced-
ed to the Maltese people a parlecipation in the counsels of the Go-
vernment, by sending representatives to_sil in_ils Counml —a_ con-
cession long desired, and granted no doubt. in the full persuasion
that their loyality, prudence, and moderation entitled them (o such
a privilege.. But the peopleno sooner found themselves possessed
of this power, than worked upon by jesuitical and priestly influence,
out. of eight members (o be elected by them, they returned three. of
the ecclesiastical order ; namelv Canon l)r F. AMATO, Arch-priest
Dr. L, ¥1TENI, and Bishop CaAsoLANI. The new Government Council
mel for the first time on the 8th Jan. ult. and the mémbers took the
oath of fidelity ; in this Council, besides the Governor,  there are
nine official members nominated by the Crown, and eight by the in-
habitans for five years; out of the official mewbers four are’ English
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Protestants and the remaiaing fifteen arc Roman Catholics, €<
whom the oath'of allegiance ' was administered according to thie ne™
form, which we have adverted lo in the note page 46.7
The' ' first measure ‘takew by the Council, was (o examine and

amend the new Crithinal “Code, which was compiled by a’ Commit=
tee of Maltese lawyers, and' after sent to England for revisior.
In this compildtion of criminal laws, the Maltese- lawyers, (though
R: €. but notivfluenced by thé jesuits, as none of ‘them had comée
again since’ (heir expualsion from tire Island ) have formed the strict
featare of the (rde principlé of religious toleration, avowed by our
antestors, who! placing ‘themseélves and their posterity under the
protection and sovereignity of the King of Great -Britain, had de-
clared :=That freemen have ‘a'right to choose their own religion ; 10—
letation ‘of other veligions is therefore established as a right ; but no
sect is permitted to molest, insult, or disturb those of other relhgiowus
proféssions ®. ‘Avcordingly, (he Maltese Commissioners, animated by
this spirit, so highly justifiable, upon every principle of natural reason
on the score of religious persuasion and liberty, in the’ project of
the Criminal Code, as it was framed by them, protection 'was ensured
to all persons concérned in the sacred’ functions or eeremonies of the
Roman  Catholi¢' 'Church, thé - Anglican Church, or ( added a scotch
lawyer) the established Chwrch of Scotland and applicd equally to every
other. Church or Society of Christians, and every other Society of pérsons
lawfully assembled for the celebration of religious worship; thus the
shield of the law framed by the Maltese lawyers would have justly
thrown protection over every description of persons'in’ the ‘exercise
of their mode of worship.- =~ "**’ "0 W@ ; Ll

" The first Book of this ¢ode, which treats of the general rules for
the application of punishment, 'obtained the' approbation’ of the
Council; consequently, the second Book, which'treats of ¢rimes and
their promishment was' brought also.” ‘But”which was'the spirit,
that the R. C. members, and the most zealoas 'votaries of the Chureh
of Rome, have displayed at the'very threshold of the second’ Boolk,
the first chapter of which tréats of the respet to be paid to  Religion ?
Was it'a spirit consonant eithér‘"‘Wi(h the ‘toleration declared by their
ancestor, and expressed also by ‘the Maltese Compilers, or with the
instruction'under which Mr. More O’ Ferrall holds thé power of the
Crown, a§ expressed in Lord Gray's instructions ? . ( Seé note p. 55
Our reader will not give ¢redit (o the extent to which' the spirit of
pride and intolerance had'hovercd about the ecclesiastical members
in their way of moving forward at the thréshold of (he second Book
. *This avowal contained. in the § 8th of the Declaration of rights of the
inhabitants of the Island of Malta and Gozo was "'signed on the 15th June
1802 by the Representatives, Deputies and Licatenants of the Villages and

Towns, 'among whom there were the lite Bishop Dr. Caruana and other
edelesiasties,, with whom we were personally acquainted. »





