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JESUITISM. OR POPERY AT MALTA. 

I I , 1 

" ·The ·servant Is noL greater lhan his lord. 
If lhey have persecuted me, they will also 
nersecule you.'' . 

I , • ' I .. 

T.ng Poped~m, risen lo supr.cmacy in the Churc,h and Stale, chal­
lenged a ~onlrolling power over the parlis

1

ans of schism and ap'os-
. l ' \ ' i 

lacy from Popery. The sovereign . Pontiffs, in the madness of am-
bition and despotism affected' lh.c dom~nion · over all mankind ~nd 
call~d lhe arm or the civil magistracy to their aid, in order lo en­
force their pr,elensions. . This deformity of tl!'c papal ~yslem 'asso-

J ' • " ,,. ~ 

cialcd wilh kindred horrors remained, in a gre~t measure, ·uonoliced 
and conc_ealed· in cong.enial obscurity amid inc dark ages, whfoh 
dawned 0 10 the world at the revival of letters: this hideous spectre 
escaped for a long ti'mc the ~xecra

1
tion·, or• mJ~ , till ll1c 'light of the 

' ' . ' ' , • •: ,. '<• •J t ;, 6 • 1 i 
11eforrnali9n ,expose~ the monster in all its. frig 1t ulness: THe R -
form~d Religion-the Religion ?f the JJible-~as a mortal blow lo the 
papal power and influence, as also an event of the greatest import­
ance lo man~ind.' T)le . Bible began to 'shed i'ts lustre through the 
world ; the beam~ of the Sun of llighleousness, reflected from the 

, 1. I , 

Book of God, poured a flood of moral radiance over the earth; 'and 
man, opcni;g 'his eye , the spirit or darkness fl ed ~way and' inteliec­
tual light shed its ray~ through the mental . gloom of the votaries 
of.Popery. The Reformed Religion, therefore, broke the Pope's 
right arm, deprived him of a considerable portion of his spiritual 
dominion ; and nol only curtailed his exorbitant power ; but also 
narrowed his influence. ,., 
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H became, therefore, lhe policy and inlcrcst of the Pope and h is 

ad herents lo oppose and overthrow the general diffusion of scriplur­
al inforrnatioR; and in order to effect thi s, the best instrument s 
were sel ected. Accordingly, the thunders of his bulls, excommuni ­
cations, _ and analhem.as were 'destined to fall from the .Vatican upon 
those, who arc reckoned rebels, apostates, and deserters from th e 
Popish Communion. 

The period of persecution and intolerance, which has interven ed 
between the Ucformation and the present day, lias been diversifi ed 
by many lh_eories and actions; this se ries of years di splays grenl 
variety; the popish clergy and kings wielded th e civil and ecclesias­
tical power against the He:formation, since ils r ise and progress ; 
and the whole Romish hierarchy,- through an other agency, laboured 
in the work of oppression and' pc;scculion for the eradication of 
Jlroleslanls and exlerminalion of their abettors. Th e Jesoits, there­
fore, were in the year 1540 foundc-d wit h the express view of 
serving the Pope, of opposing the enemies of lhc Homish see, and of 
undermining the Protestant ·faith. 'ThJy indeed, ha've ever been the 
most subtlq,_ power[u z,"and irdp)w5ahle enemies ,v ith which 'the ·ucform­
.1lion has had to contend. Their grand obj ect, has always 'bccn , l o 

rel.ard' the march of a purer system, lo oppo se the diffusion of spi ­
rilua 11 ight_, and to hinder the progress of rel·igious and civil liberty. 

i • ( ' 

The hopes of their founders and patrons have nol been disat)p o inl ed 
as lhe'y aLways bave fulfilled 

1

lhcir high destiny~{ doing evil Lhat good 
m~u come t~ .th:i,· Church. ' ' 'I • ' J ' 

1 'Y' ' ...1 ~ t I I • .,. ' ( f 1 , ., , , • 

, J)r;..otcsta9ts.,. fo,slcred mid ,the charil .Y. of 'pure christiani(y an d 
· ' • . " f,i. ·' .. dcce!VCd by the fair ,speneclies and smooth words of lymg Jcs u1{s, 

know li_tlle of lhe genius of Popcr,y; ~'c say of Popcry, because w e 
trace the fountain of that corru·pl system and the biller streams which 
flow from it as lnat whicl; poisons society in ~Ialta. To lhosc lhcre­
for9, who assert that the nature' of Popery is repressed by the 

' diffusion of letters, lhe lighl of Revelation, and the influence of Pro-
tcstanlism; and that tiie Popcdorn, was co1npclled, lhough wilh 
reluctance, to chan ge its cruel pract ices , orlhal its principles arc n ot 
what they were, the following slalenicnl is presented, suppdr tcd as i t 
is, by fact s, lo show that such 1.,ymploms of its descase still exist; and 
lhal its spirit, like la lent heal, howe\'cr occasionally il my be inactive. 
is nol extinguished. The case of Mrs. M. Bonavia, a native of Malla, 
-and cw nvcrt from Popery, amply di scov ers the deceitfulness of all 
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popish pretences to "libc'ralily in this part of Her Majesty's Dominion. -
It exhibits, · in a striking " light, Popery unchanged, as well in the 
corrupt nature of its <loctrincs as the cruel and tyrannical policy, in 
which th~rPapists seek to feller and ehslave- the bodies and souls of 
men, ' though ':ill ih'eir apparatus 'of racks, wheels~ and gibbets, bas 
Josl ils efficiertcy~ and these instruments- of infernal, machinery ·of 

• I f ' • ' 

lire holy office arc in ruin in the late dangeoas and ceHs crJ the In-
• . ' 

quisitor's ·palacc no'w inhab'ftcd,1 not by 'lh'e 'Inquisitor ·a-nd v'ictims of 
popish p·erseculio~, ·bnt by lhe .. officers of the British garr.ison in this 
Island·. ~rhis statement of (acts connected with Mrs .'-Bona,via's case, 
pr'csents a~sp·ecimen of Jesuitism; but in1res·peclfuliy subinitling itc:to 
the.Re 'der,' we do no·( charge' the Maltese' lfer Coun(,rynten with the 
pe~se<cnlion' and oppression; she has undergone. Mrs. B. testifies, 

, . ' 
that· thc Maltese ·are generous, kind, arid wa'rm-hearted, ·patient un-
der suffering, and reatJy;lo Te ward ev.ery lillle1 kindne·ss they ~receive 
wilh hn ampl~ r i Uirn,·of gratitude. She attributes not the' injustice 
and oppressi'on'-:with ' whkh she ~and her family have been trc.ated 
lo· any peculiar,;dcpravHy in them. , The ' root of her grievances a-re 
not ·Maltese__!:it is 'a t~ing of foreign ·importation-it h-as come from 
Home and Hib8rnia': , Rorrie has framei:I the engine of persecution, 
but the spiritual influence·of the ,Rom-ish and Irish Jesui,t~ Priests, 
lhal lrnr;nless H;ing, as sonic of, th-e :English liberals represent it, is 
the steam' ttiat'-keeps in l\falta the ponderous m'achinery in •incessant 
inotio·ri. tbi r is, indce·d,' -a subfecl of 1mp orlance both for a since' e· 
Protestant \ nd for-those;Political ~men, 'who h ve n0f just views of 
the 'eviil ci.f P-opery/~and 'ar·c rio ·alWe to •Hs subtle and e1icroach1ing 
spirit. The eyes, therefore, of the British l'ublic, ought al prssent 
to Ire 'pcc·uliar-ly~dircctcd to what is 'goiu·g on al M-alla, of which the 
Go·vetn'or ;s a Wotna'ri• Ga tholic, 'and ,vh'at is• wors.c, a protector of 
the .fe·sui'ts. l W if tru t, then, · that tlie Header of those pa.ges will 

' 'I . 

bear with' palience while:. we adduee some facts ·-shewing the corre-
. ( . ' . ~ . 

·ctncss f lHi statenient. · '!, , ' · • ' • 'J~ • 1i .; 

Mrs. M: 'Bonavia, since tHe 1st Nov'ember 1839, has been .employed 
·as female Teacher in1 the Govern'ment · primary school of ,Sen,glea, a _.,/ 
town''im rledialcly opposite lo Valletta in the Island of Malta, under 
the d1r·ecl control of the Rector of the Un'iversity, the Canon Dr. -Em, 
Rossigriauil : .Mrs: B. at that period,-was a Roman Catholic. Lillie 
Lime had elapsed after her conversion · before she began, lo suffer 
from time to time so·me g.rievance-s, annoyances, and insults in h:er 
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own sch0,ol, Jrom lhe bors' J-eachcr Mr._ Giuseppe Madiona-who 
having repwsented M,r.-s. Banavi~ to her, pupils as a perfect menial 
ancl h:il'c~ng L0 hi~Jwhis office., a,nd having thereby lessened the e-s­
t:im-atioa of lhe girls ,towar.ds JJ~eir Teacher, and infused a sv,irit of 
insooondio~Uon again_$! her, 4er influence was banished from the 
school. till after three reports she had made lo the Rector, and in 
confor.mily with thf;l instructions she had received from the superior, 
be, Mr. 1\f.ad-io,na; wa~ turned out of the s·chool and tbre~tened at his 
peQiMo -desist from his inter.ferfog with the females' school; however, 
tbouglr M,r. M. was checked by a superior power and could not set 

• 
his •fpot,iqJhe school, yet h~ ;did not fail in various w_ays lo annoy 
and ~ppres.s -M~s~ B. • And, if one wool~ ask the Jate Reptqr Dt. Ros­
{,ignaud what Mr. M. did. tp molest and oppress)pis womaQ? this 
Rev. g~nlleman would answer:-thal Mr. M. had hindered Mrs. B. 
fr.elm dra·wiQg water out of the well, fr9m which she had been per­
n1illed lo draw il for ,her Qwn· house (allho' the key of that well be­
longed to (Jie school, and Mr. M. hadJnstructioas to leave it with Mrs. 
B.·; and therefore, he, the Hector, learning that she was left for two 
.days. fr:om the 27.th lo 29th of June 1841, without water, he sent a 
man from Notabilc, a plac,e distant more than six miles from Sen­
glca, to hring to Mrs. ;B. the other key he had in the University.­
That Mr. M. more than once ,tried tp injure Mrs. B. ,by his false re­
ports ag~i.ost her, but he. knowing the whole matter between lh~ two 
'reachei:s, and th,e truJh which was on Mrs. ll.'s side, terminated 
ev~ry coonectipn betwcQQ t,he boys and females school of Sengtea ; 
a()d thus the female Teacher, enjoyed perfect peace and tranquillity 
for, more than three years_. 1• • , 

But, 1perha
1
ps another wouJd ask Mrs. B.-)Vhy Mr. M. was so 

much disposed, ,to a~noy and insult her;_ and
1 
what was the cause to 

produce, in him f,uch .an animosity against her? The ,reply which she 
would gh1e is lhis~namely:- 1st. That as she _is a native. of Valletta, 
and Mr. M. of Senglea, she never saw his face before the 21st No­
vember. 1839, when she bega1,1 to attend her own. school; conse-

1quentl_y, haViing, no acquaintance with him, she refused lo prepare 
for him some coffee, when he personally re'}uesled her .to do so, and 
to drink ,i( together with her, and at her own house, after they had 
finished from the schoot.-2nd, That, as on one day having, afler 
school returned hoQle and found Mr. M. laying down on her bed. 
~he turned him out of the house, and II bade him not dare to set 
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his fool there any more;,, and to the sert"auf "hdt to open Ji im fl1e d,oor 
if he should coitfe1agaln;'' and ' this' was •wfie(')l •he Tittew, ~hat ,hht' hUs­
ba~d was· in the· cduhfryi hcitisf:'f a( St. Jlitta·1i ·s~-or:ch,ange of,ttir Ori 
account o:f ill health.> r Bejonci ·thfs-11\ff 1."B<1rlo'h a is ;b1ol; a:ware, (rfftari~ ✓ ~ 
circum· fan~e to protlhce·1 Hnitncrslly -in M~!-Madidtlll~ tm\riitds"he~~r<it 
mol st ·tion1irrher o\vn1sb'nool. 9 ·Bul~ .§(welttfrv~ 'alife-n-dy''olf~eii~etJ1 

{hat'li 'fiefng lleffet h~d riby·ili·e1R1ect,ot, lit! f\!e ~~ datelff~dis1p'M1y his 
feelingi 'W#'hFds het-: t~'f1 thr ~ryears ' after/ :Whefil 111 liffe'r-! ppottQ 
nilj1was prep'al-ing H>· falvor1Hlm' lto 'fie: a~eif.ged.,eni•liJer, Jl/e'cijtJSijlffl 
lovecl ~has-litY and tes·is'(ed· t~mptaHoni kJ Sid bgaitrst Gbd'a11d, n'fa:,/-1l 
mori'ial faith. ( Rom, vii. 2:· I. C'<ir. vii'."l9:) .. ,,• 1 ,. i,.,J. · 'W OJ 1,ur 

: In 'inniiurr 18112, ·Mrs.cB/s hasband2 ·aband6netJli'fti<! < error§ of the 
Romis'b-' churcn;·antl1tn'ade a public profes~ibb oft-he'·Prot slariPfaith 
by putilishhig h-'Thibt wtftteh iil th HaliaW langua:ge, asrad1 answet!'tct 
a Pasiorttl leU~tt'of fbe Bisliop tifMalta~isst'lea oh-thefi2bth'of p'te\fi(jus 
Oc-tob.er; agalosl~ the Rea_'<linfl ana.'11,ea'ting "the Wbfa J(l God 1elJetlJin ?ihe 
siufplic'ity ~( ihd Holy Scriptures; nrnteto1~} the,~na tb'enia 'a1ufexc6tn ' 
municalioo . were: fulmfnat~d by' Ult:Bisli<ip~Hdnt agai~t!JthelRcatlers 
and 1Hea . ers,' its '-also1 ·,agninsl JM,s. B) s .fcoii, drt; l\v-ho1\'fas rpdlilidy 
opp·osed to" tlie 61111' -ef th~ ~i~h'b, , ·fllhd)'Priests antl ,Je u1fs/ head~i 
by Dr:1u, Ffletti! the Arcttuprie1stl!01f Se)\g~~a, kept, lb fil,atch11in their 
han~s to supp6rt:the 'p:() w:ei4 jf th~1>t g1dn, ai'ttt1to 'sil~riee fheJv<i'ic'e,of 
trutli;, wJilc-l'Hnade' :ns1elf h~a,J'tt, itl,l f'hb'Ih{Hi\i.e' rong~tWf'Fhe-re~uU Chell 
of tti~ llisho-pe"s letter· ·soon w.\1~ t~~pe1'j~rlted• l>y e-Mi's> B. arid~tnify, ; 
·be~ads tlert.f\ti§ban'<J! tiad tiader'tl'ill.en ·thdiriis's-ibnary 1\vo fJtilfo>e6nvett 
h'is f~How Go"dnd·¥rne~·16G(b'.e•trnfh h:s ~f'i§ io Jesu { HlJ ,')i'f>') f,, 1 t 1 : 

. ' A ,Mrs.lff.'& 1lin'slfabtl es{ 161isft·elJ ;. w;,e tings1}i1i fns l 6#n°1idttse fo·r 
·tlfe Refidlt\~. · ilipotfniling'tfieiSc~i'IHbtes ·i'n t'hc1Malt~se laWgo'age, 
thefe1-sooi'l !ara-seGpijrs~cb1iobr rn 1 hi~~, •fanm'y, iantl• th6se persons·, 
w1io res6tt1e\Fto Jh-i's(·tho~s~.i<,; He · thijr~fdtt:, . -hi · wire,i an11 venttHe 
helpfosst_chiHl~c!n1fw 're gol e'xcmpted)f ro'm rlno1estaitotisf~andlannoy 
ances; Jtid~6tis- ~ n&iS0s wefij,m1ade1al' tli'eir '<:loo~IH iW Hie tiven'ing' to 
'frigh-ten!lhij•liiti~ cti1ldr:eny-tht-0\vin1g'-o£ stones; a't ,1,hei-r'>wi,oidrowj: ~n'd 
more than three times their door-ways have been so covered with 
Alt~, .•~11!: nR.9~, c~u.J~, mo¥e ro,ut it,ill, '\ 1,wa, ~\V~~h~~d, !>Yr Mf~.Jl.. fmidst 
the d~mi0n of• th~ neighboul'ood a:s ·none ofhe'r lhl!ee:ser~llnts·would 
ta¥i~p1a,l t9.1~l Jli ~'Leg~l 'p'toc~e,cJ iif g! we~~lh~s~ l~~li'._efi, ~g~in~.~ :lh~ij_: bi 
the lanUord of the house they occupied at: Senglen IStrada 1Croc~fJ.s­
so ; who, being 'a Pric~t, made a new location l61 ahothcf p 1esf, 
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by which contract he raised lho house. rent to_ so exorb,il~nt a ra le , 
and put such heavy conditions, that Mrs .. Bonavia .a?~ lm~J>and by 
no means could accept thelJ); . i~ was manifest to , . .>all, \hat, such a 
plan ,was- a fl;}igµnd ·one in., order fq 1drivo them out _of 1l~~ .l~opse. It 
was -useless for l\1rs. B and .Ji,us~and to .protest ag~inst.ll)e-,ill.~gali ty 
o_f the new _)ocaliion and agaip~l ihe ~laim9d J ig~t .9f1 ~q~ l~,ndlord, 
who wa~ simply usufru'ctuary; bec·aose.., lh ,t j_g.d_g

1
~s, \ who Rad to 

d9cide}he-qu~stion, being.,_ Papists, and j otori,ou.s parJi~ans of th e 
Jesu!lS,· an(IJ. theref9re, _spiriluaJ(y dep.~ndant..., <?J! P.oP,js~ hierarchy, 
which ~l~sphem,ously profess to hold l~c-1 kcys.o~f ,hflJ · .,nd. hca,,co 
and to open and shut them at lb.cir sovcreig!). plea~m1e ), in qpposilion 
to th~ law:s, pa:acli~e, a(!.d d.~Gisjpns, of• the, same efforts : 9J.ju.stic~ in 
support • of Mrs. B.'s ,cl.aimss they approved the n~w_ co ~ract an d 
condem.n~d he.r and , ~usbapd1 iq the expens~s, ~nq ;to re~9ve from 
the. hoa~e, W,ilhin a ,shorter term than is eslablish~d. b~Ja~. A~d here 
it is not out of pfoQo- tq r·e~ai:k-, t,hat thQugh the- q~w ~.ey. Hirer 
when~_ he appeared, ~eforc \~e C~ur~, swore · ''. that he . himself was 
willipg to ocq.upy thal:, hous.c, and·was in ~ 1g:re~t carg~n~ss . to , iive 
soon i.P' it,'l ~till; ~fter.¥.rs •. B. was driven o.Q.l by f,orce fro~ ~e house, 
the Rev. Prie~t, .not only did not fulfill wha.~ he prpmised '!,ilh an 
oath, but ,a:lso let tbe hquse, to ·another fa~ily at .ra lo"'er rent, than 
was ~xe!} .in the ~onlta<;t s.Upulated. to1the _prejudice ,Qf l\frs. ij. , .That 
case e~cHed, indc~d, a great.surprjse qn~ indignation. a_~Qng ,sqv.eral 
lawyers, .who ·having qndeda4~n ,lpe plea ~~vised,l\fr§. B 's 'l_rnsbpnd 
(,f) P.:!'Q§CCUte t}le -.PJ1iest-· f9i:, p~r,jury. ; I~ is rem.,JrkaJ}lc a\so,. lllJ)t a 
8imilar case, and .~.\ the same ,tiqi9,, happeof!~ ~i~. Dr. Qobat, the 
,pres~ntJAngtican Bishop .~t Jer;1,1sal,em, who, 09~upyjng .~n .~ bouse in 
Val e!l~.JH) bch,alf of the Chqffh Mi§siona~y Societ-y,·heJd alrso r;neel­
ings for. the n,ading.a_nd cxppQo,dingJthe ~criP,tgre~ to tJi~ Mallese ; 
in which reading-and .exposition~ Dr. Bonavia,•M.rs B.'s •hus,band, was 
c~gaged ; and thus both Pr. G. and Dr. B. were dri{V<en out of ~hei r 

r • I • 

hous~s ,hy lµ~ Cqurt, for no other reason,. than , for, their; I1olding 
meepngs· COQdoc~:u~e~ by the paslf>.li~) )f)-Her 9f, lJ\'e ~ i~hOB qf,Malla. * 

' f_, \ ,) ' ,. : <, • (r . ( I •~ ') • ! ~ •) I { I,.' • 

• 'nr. Bonavia -;rt& even"years, viz. oh . the 28th "August 1849, cdn­
;versiq-g with a Roman Catholic clergyman and l)j~ r,elat1y~, has been in­
formed, tbat the contracts of new location and ,the suit at Jaw: t~lrnn 
against him anl Dr. Goba was a plan suggested and conducted by the 
Jesuits on account of the meetings fol' the roa<Ung'and expomiding the 
Scriptur~s in their houses: 
~ I I II 
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Mrs. Bonavia finding il impracticable to hire. anolher house ( be­
cause the ignorant prejudice of lhc Maltese began lo prevail against 
her family), begged His Excellency the Governor, Sir F. Bouverie, 
to grant her lea ,1c to occupy the empty apartments in the house _ 
hired by the Government for opening the primary school of Cl)s­
picua. His Excellency sympathizing with Mrs. B.'s case, and- such 
apartments being devoted for lhe habitations of the females' t(.'acher 
of that school, immediately granted Mrs. B. prayer to occupy them, 
and directctl also that, when lhe school should be ready to com­
mence its operations, Mrs. B. be removed from Seng lea to Cospi­
cua's school. Consequently the acting Rector (the Canon Dr. Psaila) 
received written instructions from the Government to give forthwith 
possession to Mrs. B., and lo deliver lo her all the keys of the empty 
apartments. All this had been put into execution, and Mrs. B. 
was put in the pay-list as school-mistress of Cospicua; she began 
also to make some repairs on her own account and was to occupy 
the premises within a few days, however soon her expectations were 
frustrated. But it having been reported to the Chief Secretary to 

' Government, Sir Hector Greig, a parlizan of the Jesuits, by the 
Acting Rector, that Mrs. B.'s husband had had some religious conver­
sation with and Irish Roman Catholic woman, (who was still living in 
that house, and had received orders lo quit it, that Mrs. B. might soon 
go there,) Mrs. B. forfeited the privilege granted to her a few days b~­
fore. It was in vain for her to explain to that honorable gentleman, 
that her husband was obliged to defend himself and his faith after 
an attack he received from that woman, who was a Protestant and 
had turned Papist to marry a Maltese; because, she had been 
also threatened by the Chief Secretary, " lhat if her husband should 
continue to speak against the Roman Catholic religion, or distribute 
tracts, she would lose the situation''~; and by the Aeling Rector, "that , 
if she would remain in the situation, she should forsake her husband 
who had become a heretic.'' These circumstances look place be­
tween the 10Lh lo the 28th October 1842. 

In 1843, Mrs. B. being supposed to be still Roman Catholic, on 
the 24th April had a visit in her own house at Senglea from the 
Arch-priest Dr. L. · Fitcni, Rector of that parish. The visit took 
place seven days afler Easter of that year. The Rev. gentleman at 

..,. 

·Mr. Vin. Mamo, the second assistant to lhe Chief Secretary, was 'pre cnt 
and the interpreter in that conference. 

2 ~ 
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first cntt·eated Mrs. B. '' to turn out of the house and forsake he1 
hushand as being a heretic and proscribed from the bosom of th t 
church"; and to persuade her lo do so, he referred her to some 
Roman Catholic divines, and above all to St. Thomas d' Aquinas, 
who declares and leaches such a practice. His exhortations, how­
ever, were not successful; and as Mrs. Bonavia, to contradict that 
popish principle, told the Rev. Dr.-"That it was not new wilh her to 
hear such insinuations; but after enquiring from a b-etter theologian 
than St. 1,'homas d' Aquinas, she had learned-that il was not lawful 
to put away, or desert her husband even if he was an infidel''; and as 
the Rev. Dr. supposed that Mrs. B. had been told so by her own bro­
ther the Professor or theology in the Royal University, she therefore 
to remove from him that supposition informed him, '' that St. Paul 
was the divine, who advised her that she is bound lo live with her 
husband" (I. Cor. vii. 10-16. ). This language was sufficient for 
the Rev. Arch-priest to understand, that Mrs. B. was reading t.he 
Bible and adhering to Protestantism; he therefore changed. his aff­
able language and kind promises into curses and threalenings of 
excommunication, "if she would not soon confess and receive the 
communion at that Easter-time together with her eldest daughter,#' 
ho would denounce her to the Bishop, and do all that has in his 
power to remove her from the situation of school-mistress." 

Mrs. B. did not comply wilh the Rev. Dr.'s wishes, because she 
bad already discontinued those ~ervices of the church of Rome ; 
therefore, she gave him sufficient motive to fuU1ll his threathenigs. 
Easter-time soon was over, and on the 3rd Sundny after, which 
was on the 7th May 1843, the Arch-priest gave the first blow of 
persecution against Mrs. B. He from the pulpit harangued the 
people and through the confessional instructed his flock:-" To b e 
very careful for their girls, and to walch over the school to which 
they send them; as also to enquire, whether the school-mistress does 
not smell of heresy, or is supposed to belong lo heretics; because-, if 
their girls attend such schools, it would be better for them lo cut 
their throats, than lo send them inlo a school, where the mistress is 
nothing else than the devil himself in female form.1' This inflam­
matory language was quite sufficient to explain lo his hearers what 

* Miss Ilona,1ia has been at last converted from Romanism, though she 
was a very obstinate Papist, and now is married to an Englishman and 
resident in London. 
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the Parish-priest meanl by his speech ; it was indeed too plain his 
language and a direct step against Mrs. B.'s school. In fact she 
immediately was placed in a kind of a civil excommunication;~ and 
the people of Scoglea have been so alarmed and began to show 
their disaffection towards Mrs. Bonavia and her school, that the num­
ber pf pupils, allendiug the school, in a very short lime was from 
100 and 110 reduced to 25 and 20. 

Up lo this period Mr. Madiona was very quiet like a dormant ser­
pent; hut being encouraged by the circumstances alluded lo, very 
soon raised up his head and began to make use of the best means to 
show his odium, and to favour the cause of oppression against the 
woman, who was proof against his solicitations; he therefore, made 
to the Rector of the Univcrsily (Mr.Bult) some exaggerated reports 
against Mrs. B., in consequence of which, he, (Mr.Bult) accome_anied 
by his secretary, visited Mrs. B.'s school, and made enquires about 
it. From the list produced, Lhey learned, that, wilhin the last three 
months, the average of the daily attendance of girls in her school 
was from 20, to 25. Bolh the Rector ( an Trish and Roman Catholic 
gentleman) and his secretary expressed their surprise at seeing such 
a tangible proof and contrary evidence against l\f adiona's weekly 
reports-" that the number of girls, attending her school, was reduc­
ed lo 2 and some times to nothing". And here it is worthy lo 

remark, that whilst the Rector was in Mrs. B.'s school and exa­
mining the pupils, he received a message from the parish-priest 
Dr. Fiteni, that he wished to sec him and the secretary at his house, 
where he wished to have the pleasure of spending a lillle time in 
conversation with them and some other friends. The Rector and 
his secretary accepted the invitation. The party was composed of 
these two gentlemen, Dr. Fitcni, Mr.Madiona, and sorn(other Priests . 

.. What is meant by civil excommunication, is explained by this: that 
some of the people of Seng lea have cast out Mt·s. B. of their society; 
some others withheld from her the common charity of life, though she 
was in a family way; others refused to speak to her, or even to sell ar­
ticles ·or first necessity, and being compelled by the police to do so, or to 
gi ve her passage in their boat, they threw lhe money into the ~ea, they 
had received from her· others cut the sign of the cross between themselves 
and her, and spH upon' her whilst passing close to them, 01· under their 
balcony; others insulted her with the most provokin g and ob ·cene epithels, 
or throwing at her stones and nasty things, 01· blo wing out at her face the 
smolce of their cigars, whi lst they passed closed lo her ; in short being not 
able to wall, alone in the stl'ec ts , or to ~o to school, he wa accompanied 
b police-men. 
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Thcy 1 indeed, were very cordially received; and the Rev. Arch-priest, 

to show his complacency treated the party with a splendid refresh­
ment. It was afterwards related in a coffee house, by some of !he 
Priests, who allended the meeting, u that the object of that council 

was Mrs. Bonavia's school and her situation." 
In lune 1843, the Arch-priest Dr. Fiteni, accompanied by the 

school-master Madiona, and the wife of the porter of that school, 
visited Mrs. Ilonavia's school, in order to discover what books might 
be found in ~the hands of her pupils. The Rev. Dr. went, while 

Mrs. B. had"not gone yet lo the school, being little before t p. 8. a. 
m. Mrs. B., however, having arrived in good time to begin her 
duties, she found them still searching in the shelves made fast lo the 
walls of lhc s~hool, to sec, whether there was any protestant book. 
Afterwards, Dr. F. asked Mrs. B. to open the drawers of her desk, and 
table to see what books there were there. She was very much offend­
ed al such a treatment; and though being aware that neilher the Rt!Y. 

Dr. nor Mr. lVI. had any power lo require from her such an humi­
liation, yet having no cause lo .fear, she complied with the Dr.'s wish. 
Their suspicion was not verified, because they did not find any thing of 
the kind, they were looking fo1·; at anJ' rate, from what Mrs. B. 
understood by that inquisition, she had every reason lo believe, that 
that behaviour was owfng to l\fr. M.'s insinuation. 

ln the following October and November, Mrs. Bonavia had been 
l'epeatedly threatened by the same Rev. Arch-priest to lose her 
situation, if she would not go to confession, and receive the com­
munion ; and lhe people of Senglca ( in consequence of a pastoral 
loller of lhc Bishop of Malla emanated on the 14th October 1843 
against the_ Free-Masons and other private Society and Meetings 
recently installed ), had been harangued as before; but, as Mrs. B. 
never aHered lhe system of instrac.lion adopted by the Government 
for lhc primary schools, and following also Our Saviour's advice 
( Matt. vii. 37:J she succeeded so well as lo overcome lhc prevailing 
prejudice of the parents of her pupils, that sympathizing with her 
snffet'ings, they were convinced, that she had become the sport of a 
concentrated bigotry, and party spirit of the Priests. Men's lan­
guage, indeed, discovers what country they aro of, so likewise what 
manner of spirit lhey are of. The heart is the root, and lhe lan­
guage is the fruil; if lhc nature of the lreo be good, it will bring 
fruit accordingly. 
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But before we go farther to trace Mrs. Bonavia 's slr·uggle with the 
enemies of the Word of God , we would remark, that as in that pas­
Loral letter promulgated against the Masonic Lodge installed in 
the city_ of Scnglea, every other private Society, Union, or Meeting, 
had been also condemned and anathematized, and Mrs. B.'s husband 

, ' 
was holdi9g Sunday meetings in his house at Senglea, _ on behalf of the. 
Colo_nial Church Society for Divine service, the people of that city 
believed, that Qr.• B.'s meetings belong·ed lo the .Masonic Lodge; Mrs. 
B. therefore, had been subjected , to fresh threat~nings and the family 
to a biller persecution, and had lo endure every thing short.of bonds 
and imprisonment. The Maltese, still✓dcride Mrs. B. and family, 
calling them cursed Free-Masons. The hearers, tQo, of the truth, 
amounting afterwards to about ' 110 individual~ of both sexes, have 
not been without their portion of sufferik1g. 

So again in comparing the inflammatory tanguage, the. indecent 
epithets and attributes- lavishly conveyed by the Bishop upon Pro­
testant Ministers and Missionari0es through his pastorate of the 20th 
October 1841, and upon the Masons and other individuals designed 
in the· other pastoralo of the 14th October 1843; and examining_ 
also lheother circumstances whick look placP. before- and after tho 
la tter episcopal edict, and connected with the missionary efforts 
made by Protestant Missionaries iil Malla since the year 1841, we 
believe, -that every thinking man will be enabled lo judge, whether 
the object of the Bishop, in promulgating his pastorale against the 
Free-Masons and their Lodge, was lo reckon wilh them the Protes­
tant Missionaries, and Ministers, ns also Dr. Bonayia's meetings for 
Reading the Scriptures,* already called Lodge, in the olheJ.! pasto­
ral() of October 1841? As for ourselves, we think, it . is unneces­
sary to comment upon thos-e two paslorales ; as they speak for 
themselves, and exhibit but too clearly, the real character of the 
Romish system ; and considering also the other terms and ana­
logy of languages couched• in the afor;esaid edicts, coming from 
the christian ministry, who had surrounded tbe late Bishop .in his 
old ·age, ·as well as other documents, we arc persuad.cd t.o belieYe, 
that such was the case with his lordshi pf; and that also he has been 

~ Dr. B. held also every Monday, meetings at St. Julian's bay, a village 
distant fi om'Van:ett-a three and half english miles. , · · · 

-I- The Governor of that time was or our opinion ; he directed the exe­
cutive police to hring before the Mag istrates, as it has been done, s0J11e 
instances of persecution and persor:r<1l violancc to Dr. B. and those who 
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made the instrument of the Jesuilical parly to allack unoffending 
bodies of individuals, against whom the JTiost atrociou:, charges have 
been made wilh lhe same pi'odigal1ly and unwholly unsupported on 
both occasions. The grounds upon which our opinion is based, a re 
the two documents we got in hand ; ancf as we adhere to nothing 
but lo truth, we deem it necessary lo subjoin their copy or cxtr-act 
to make others understand fully the subject. The one is a copy of 
a letter by Mrs. Bonavia's. husband addressed to the then Aeling Ins­
P.cctor of Police a few days before the pastorale of October 1843 ; 
and the other of the publication of a Jesuilical paper ( L' Osservatore 
Maltese, Fasc. XXXVII. 2nd Nov. 1843) accompanying and comment­
ing upon the said pastorate with the most unwarrantable, seditious, 
and unfounded assertions. ,~ 

In February 1844, Mrs. B. had been again informed by the Rev. De• 
Fileni-"lhal he would not be satisfied till he had succeeded in driv­
ing her out of the school,,; and the Rector of University threatened 
her also "lo remove her from the situation if she would not d-0 all in 
her power that her little child be christened in the Romish church , 
and he himself be the sponsor." Mrs. B. cared nothing for these me­
naces, and leaving herself in the hands of DIM who 'ruleth among men, 
not only assented that the infant should _be baplizcd by a Protestant 
minister and in the Protestant church, but also she attended the ce­
remony, al the Dock-Yard's chapel, wilh the family. Attempts have 
been made conscquonlly by the Uev. Arch-priest and the Rector 
with the Government to obtain Mrs. B.'s discharge from the school; 
and to support their request, they staled the prejudice of the peo­
ple of Senglea against her; for which reason, they alleged the school 
was entirely ruined. But the Governor, Sir Patrick Stuart, fin­
ding that no fault was with Mrs. B. respecting the school, and that 
their statement ~vas a motive for -obtaining her discharge, be rejected 
their application, staling:,_" that the G overnrnent has no power to 
interfere with Mrs. B.'s religious opinions.'' Being thus disappointed 
Dr. Fiteni and Mr. Bult in their devised plan, Mrs .. Bonavia enjoyed 
for nearly six months some tranquillity, and the number of the pu­
pils began lo increase again; but soon a new slorm was raised up 

a_ttended ~is meetings, to show to the Bishop the eO'ects and incompatibi­
hty of his anticonstitutional pastoral letter with the religious liberty 
guaranteed by the Briti sh Government. 

~ Soe the Appendix , Ictlcr A. and n. 
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against her, and those better days wc·re changed into bitter ones. 
She had to enter into a connict against the mo~t into I e.rant outrages 
and annoyances both wilh the head· and subordinate officers of the 
primary schools. 

Jo October 1844, the Government deeming it necessary' to ~xo­
nerale the Rector or the Universily from the direction or the primary 
schools, appointed the Canon Dr. Fortunato Panzavccchia, Director 
of that cslabl_ishment ; Mrs. B. therefore, knowing that for a long 
time there had existed a cordial friendship between the new Direc­
tor and her husband, she thought it convenient to pay a visit to him 
and to congratulate him on the occasion . this was a few days 
after his appointment. As soon as Mrs. B. was i nlroduced into the -
Canon's room, where he was conversing with somQ people, he in­
formed her:-" that the Government is very tired hearing every day 
complaints against her; anti for that purpose he was particularly 
charged to watch over her school; ·therefore, on a more filling oc­
casion he would tell her some thing, to which she must absolutely 
yield, if she was willing to occupy tho siluati on; otherwise he should 
be compelled to make a complaint; however in dealing with her, she 
must consider him as a friend, and not as a sectarian missionary like 
.•.••••••• who induces and perverts the Maltese lo become here­
tics, " Mrs. B. asked the Canon for an explanation of what he meant, 
but he replied :- "I'll do it on a filler opportunity, when you will un­
derstand me better." 

On the 10th or that month, the Canon made his first visilalion to 
Mrs. D.'s school, where in the presence of all the pupils he told her: 
-" I have nothing to say respecting the instruction y~u give in the 
school; I am quite satisfied with hearing, that you are a very ablo 
teacher, and well disposed to communicate knowledge of the most 
useful kind or needle-work; but on account or your apostacy, and 
the satanical work ·of your husband, I have many complaints against 
you ; and for this reason, if you do not forsake your husband, and 
do n9t recant, you will compel me soon to make a report to the Go• · 
vernmont for a remedy." Mrs. B. wished the Canon. to o.bsene "ll~at 
her religious opinions had nothing to do with the school ;)nd there·­
fore, if for that reason he should be-compelled to make. a report 
against her, he was at full liberty to d9 what Q~ ll1ought proper." 
Since that lime the new Director began lo lreal_Mrs. Bonavia in l-he 
most vulgar and tyrannical manner, lo enforce his ·absurd aud insi-
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gnificant injunctions. and also lo use outrages, threats, and ins u Its 
for carrying out his views; and how absurd and vulgar have been 
his addressings to this woman, that though she is married, still they 
are painful to her to remember: they are, indeed, offensive to honest 
and chaste ears, and shameful to a man of honor, calling himself, also 
God's minister. The Rev. Canon went so far as lo reprimand lVIrs. 
B. in the presence of the girls, for the least trifle he had observed 
in them, or for any thing not consonant to his extravagant ideas; for 
which reason the greater part of .the pupils lost their estimation for 
their . Instruclress and were infused with a spirit of in subordination. 

The Canon Paazavecchia engaged also a man purposely to annoy 
and oppress Mrs. B. in her own school,~while she was fulfilling her 
duties. This man (whose name is Giovanni Bonello) is still Mr. l\fa­
Jiona's assistant teacher, and also a relative. He had been placed in 
Mrs. B.'s school with a few boys under the plea, that Mr. M. fs schoo 1 
could not hold more pupils, whilst in reality it was ha If empty. Tho 
assistant teacher, therefore, being entirely under the spiritual "in­
fluence and protection of the Rev. Director of the schools, one can 
imagine how well he executed his office in pulling in motion the 
engine of oppression against Mrs. B. who was at this time in the fa-. 
mily way with twins ; and thus this unoffending teacher was exposed 
lo a constant fretting and harassing tyranny more intolerant than 
death itself. To give a full detail of the whole proceeding and per­
secution lo which this helpless female has been subjected by tho 
Rev. Director would be -some thing tedious ; but it is enough lo 
slatef that in consequence of the untiring oppression carried on a­
gainst her, and not being able physically to endure the ordeal of 
annoyances and insults to· which she was subjected, she many 
times fainted in the arms of the p~pils, as also vomited blood on 
account or the smoking and bad smelling of the cigars introduced 
into lhe school by this assistant teacher,-of the incessant walking 
along the room-school,-and of his singing, or buzzing noise dur­
ing the girl's instruction, but in his time of idleness. Under such 
circumstances the victim of Popish intolerance could not derive any 
redress of such outrages and oppressions from any appeal to tho 
Director, or request ·to the assistant teacher; because her intreaty 
was denied with the kind reply from lhe former;-" that the man 
was placed in the school to oversee her "; and from the latter :- "that 
she must suffer him; because he was there to oppress and annoy her . ' ' 
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lforquis Barbaro to the directorship, who had obtained his situatid 
through the intrigue of the Jesuits (and especially of the Ja·te Pad, 
RyllfJ, who was the instrument of the Marqi1is wife's .1po'stasy froi 
the prntcstant failh, and lhe very person who baptizcd' her again . 
they raised up great hopei ll) gather the storm again against th ' 
individual condemned as a heretic; therefore, to ar_rive at thi! 
object, they had chosen a creature of their's holding the head offic~ 
•Of lhe <lepartment in which Mrs. B. was; and lo support \he plan tbcJ 
<le"•iscd, they joined another person, who had • already fried to in­
jure and destroy the bonor of their vi'clirn, ' during the rectorship 
of Dr. Hossignaud .' ,ve sec, therefore, the noble Marquis- quite of 
the same character-and even of worse and more· injurious than that 
of his Rev. predecessor; ·, because, if Canon Panzavecchia was plain 
and can.did with Mrs. B. in explaining to her his \'iews in conse­
quence of her religious change; the Marquis, amid lho charily pro­
fessed towards his old frie1_1d! rncdiatrix, and protecl~css, and in the 
show of kindness I ike that of lying Jesuits his protectors: was tlatter-
i ng and beguiling her, and also preparing ' ll course for C.ilrrying on 
a scheme of fresh persecution and d.ppressiori, and even setting up a 
net lo cnlangle her~· \Ve see, ' tlicn ,' the boasted lili;ralis~ of the 
Marquis soori transubstaritiate·11 "h1to 'barbar'ism against 1he very per­
so~. who, on a'ccount ·• of his' ma~riage' ·with ea· girl unequal in ' rank 
and fortune, stood · liki ' a shietd betwee~ his naked .b're;s-l rind tho 
sword drawn against ~ him ;by his J~te, father'. ·, , .• · ,_ ·1 

Mr. Madiona also,' ~ho ', "''as waiting"' to g~ve>vent<to 'his1 enmfty 
against 1\Ir~. B. ari~in~ bnly- from I is defeated flagititl'US tic igll!f, 
ca-ge;ly· eurbraccd ' the op·portunity he· had : 6~~n ' Ion~ looR.ing- f?r• 
to oppress aud pcrsecll'te her·. \Ve· must not, .\herefore/ w nder at 
nim, if he made· use of 'a'IP his arts • t'o ave1ig , ·or' to ·:aiti vhet. He, 
whom ·we have se'en taking an offe-nsiv'o•part ·a~rainst Sirs. ~: quickly 
and gladly undertook the ,task I tq -' bcgi~'; hos'iilily/ ~h

1i•fh' '6e h~ad 
already sh'ewn on different occasions- against 'her; and I the t popish 
party, indeed, thr'oagh t'lrn 'inst~umJutality .of the MarqJis • arba'ro. 

cnuld not possibly select a .bette'r per~on fo'r ca1"ryihg on (n~
1 
work 

l • ' " 

they had Began. Ther--efore/ Mr. l\Jadio'na .' a 1d the M·a~tjtiis ·took a 
I , I 'i" • r / ,. • 

prominent part i11 lhe affair, and employo·d every cngino m their 
power to aid Mrs. BonaYia 's persecutor~. ' ·" · 
• Accordi~gly, no later than1 a ·few daJs ; fter lhe Yarq11is B'arb':lro 

was promo led to the Dircctors'h1p , 'to 'begin is work' of per ' cution, 
I, 
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he, by a Jetter daled the 6th Feb. 1849, ~rea{e<l Mr. Madiona superior 
officer of Mrs. Bonavia and through the samt~ leltcr, he uirecled him 
to "lake charge of .Mrs. B.'s school-lo superintend the instruction of 

the reading, writing, arilhmetic and needle-work-to watch over her 
beha viou'r-;'ond in fine, in case he should see any thi11g not accord­
ing with his Yicws, lo make a r<.'.POfl lo enable him huw lo 
deal with her according lb her desert. ,, M'r. Mad iona, wilh joy 

( as he express·ed il lo a Priest) received that communicat1on 
through Mrs. B. herseH, on the 8th of the same month, whim she 
was called by the Marquis lo \'allella school to be instructed by the 
mjstress of that school, how lo hold the needle and lhread,-, on 
which finger lo wear the thimble,-how lo prepare a wrist-band for 
stitching &c.# .Mr . .Madiona, therefore, lo gi\'C proof of having 
accepted the appoiotmcul and of his fitness for oppression, lho fol­
lowing morning h-e had receh•cd that intelligence, went to Mrs. Bo~ 
navia's school, where from he was turned oul by the person now 
placed al his prudenee and pleasure lo trample under his feet. 
A happier chance could not be presented lo Mr. -1\Jadioua, thau to 
be created superior lo that person, who was already opposed lo his 
designs I ,vhere could a man more unprincipled than him Le found 
to carry on a plan for removing thal woman from her ~ilualion <i n 

account of her forsaking llornanism ~ Indeed., Mr. 1\1. invested with 

• Notwithstanding )Irs. B.'s examination of her ability previous to her 
appolnlmeut in the situation she occupied under the Government. and 
her great an·d long experience in educating the children and the good 
management of the primary schools for nea1·ly 10 years with satisfaction 
of the late Governors,, Sir F. Bouverie and Sir P. Stuart, and the Rectors-. 
the Revds. Rosslgriaud and 0' .Malley and Mr. Dutt, not excepting t.heCanon 
Panzayecchta ;-.notwithstanding the higliest references she can give, e ven 
the written testil'.)'lppi,als 9f H. late 1\f. Queen Adelaide, i_n which !!ha express­
ed ber royal satisfaction with Mrs. B.'s industry, and for which she gave 
Mrs. B. a mark of her approbation ;-and altho' the local Government and 
the Marquis are aware of these circumstances, yot Mrs. n. was coqipeHed 
to humble herself abd to go•to school of Valletta, where she had supplied , 
the office of teacher wnen ,required by the superior, and to sutrer to be 
tnstructe~ like a girl, who neYer attended any school, by that female 
teacher and assi~tants over whom she once,presided, in ,the most humilia-­
tlng and absurd manner too painful for Mrs. B. to describe. Does not this 
case alone sufflciently illustrate the spirit of the local authorities tow.ards 
this person? As for us it ls enough to reply, that the parents of 1\Irs. B.'s 
pupils, and even the girls themselYes, plat nly understood, that the pro­
ceeding or Mr. Madiona and the Marquis Darbaro towards Mrs. D. was 
nothing elseihan a plausible and secret plan a~optM for exha11stjn.g her 
patience and bringing her to the neces Dity or resignin~ hel' siluatlon 
and thus to_be rid of hei:. 
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the new cloak i_of au th0ri ty lo interfere with Mrs. Bonavia's du ties, _,,,and 
unchecked by lhe . superiol\ power of his Director•, and even sup­
ported by 1his patronage, wm~ pretly, much lhe ·same, and · more ar­
ro.;pnt, da ri ng and da'i:1gcrous lha.n even he ever. was before he had 
been -restrained hy ·Dr. · llossignaud from interfering 'wilh-· Mrs. B.'s 
school. ;, , . · ,( · r 

It woulfl by quite lir:~sdme. to enler into a full narratioil of what 
bcfcl Mrs. B. in lhe triturations she underwent with Mr. Madion•a, and 
lhe Director; but if an unprejudiced examiner wou]d refer lo lhe 
tpritten Journal, and testimonials of. Mrs. B:'s . ,pupils, which are in 

h.cr .hands, ,he would distinctly trace not ~rnry a continued a-nd un­
abated hosliHty of Mr. M., and ·'a co11slant perse.culion, oppression, 
outrage, annosance, and even personal violence, -» sland-erings, 
vulgarilic~, an<l other particular grievances, to whic'h • she had 
been e~poscd in hpr ow, n school since the 9th of February down 
bo the 23<l April, , 1849; but aJso it would be easy for him to 
I.earn, that the gi,rls, who attended ·the school returned homo 
shedding many a tc,ar .at the remembran ce of the trealincnt which 
Mrs. B. received· From Mr. Madiona and the Marquis in t·heir · pre­
sence in the s.chool, and lhcn her will led lo conclude with the parents 
of lhe p':}pi ls, that such an untiring and tyrannical m'anher with the 
uutragcs, ep·ill1rls, anJ threats they . car:r.icd. on against ·h·er by 
falsehood, WJS indeed a plan quite sufficient lo drive l\'lrs. R out of 
the sil1iat ion. [n fac-t, Mrs:. B. not being able to s land against lhe 
captious oppression an-d in.olcsla"tions carrie d on again~l Iler; and 
being also ( p~rhaps ~ilh (!laliei,ous design) a~hised by the ~arquis 

, ' . ( . 
to .apply, lo Governm nt ·for a ~~dres~. ~ sh·e'_JhoQgP,( it --~dvi~able to 
lay before His E:'\.ceJlenGy lhe1 Governor, the Honorable 'Richard 
More Q' Fen-all,. the follo".:irig representation, ir;i wh!flL sht humb-
ly s l~l .c d : - .~ ' ~ , , J )· • • ". , • • , , 

"Tlfat on the 7lh in,st:' thc M~rquis Ba~QQto, ·d~ S~q, Gih;g;io, the 
Director .. of the Primary schools, ·accompanied by ~Jr .. Gius. Madiona, 
the boys' teach.er,' visited the ·petitioner's school, an'd the latter, jn her 
pr..csence and of'all the girls in the sc~uol brought b,e'for.c lho .Mar~uis 
several accusations agaius~ her, by ·~vhi (; h sh~, lhir1ks her cbaraclcr 
is injured. · 

'* ·Mr. Madi~n a in t\ e presence of tlJ~ nircc.tor a~d the giTls ·n the school 
laid his hancl upon lrs. :(J.'s.face; ca lled her a liar; and threw. on •the floor 
hrr silk manU9, and trampled it under his EceL ! The Marquis remai'ned. as 
if he were dumb. 
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" Thal a,lthou'gh.the pelilion@r ' eou1d verbally r.eply Jo . wh:al_ she 
had been ,J.:harge,d by Mr!,.Ma~i.,oQ~. aqg_tbougq s,he clJc.llleng<;dJ~iOl,Hl 
subslanti.atc his char~os againsl.he_r,; .• an~: n.oJ'Yilhs~a~ding 

1
she

1
c,.ou_l;d 

contradict tl~cm.by pro~ucing the necessary fVtdences, lhe .Ma,rqms, 
refusing to heat ner and the wilnes's-es· she cohld on' the moment liring

1 

forward, rincf'declinin'g also•io ·see some tangible proofs she couht p-ro-• 
duce on (he spo.f, ad(l)pfed Mr. M,~s·charges,,en-his: own·lestimony,as. a11, 

honorabl1ma~. ~ ag~ililsl lhe.p~tltiop~r. _aqd)he.refo_r~, -h~ 1order,ed ;hirµ 
lo dr<1w up a n.o.l.~ .,f some,artide~& aJl..edgeq, t9,.h~ve ~Atn ~n!s~ed from . 
her scho9l, \hat lpey mjght be m.ide n_cw, and their ex.pense abaleif 
from tier saJ ry; i ud _to ·make a1so ~ tcgo'tar r~port on her c;onduct,' 
that both the note aniJ t·he rrport may ' he ' traas·milteo-lo the Chief 
Secretary to Government. .,( , l,, ,, , ,, ·•: 1 : 

"The petilioner· l'tas the 'honor df s bmirting 'l-0 Y. E.'s consid'era­
lion, lhat for aBoul1'nine years ·.she has bce-n u·p ,. to i'this-, sufffri-og 
imputa_ltons, slttn'der.ings, irr·egularities, troubles, importunities, ·dif.! , 
-ficullies, outrages, ··contempts, •; tytanhics ,and -opptesstons; of which 
the pelili'oner sha11 -a6Y.troubl-e ¥: E. with•1a dclaii; ahd i"also 'othcr 
annoyances lo which she has been subjected by the Master Mla­
uiona aaq hi~ ,.,\s~ist~~1t Giovan1:1i {!onello,;, and th.c~cfore, ij_l ·!nay 
be pres~um.~~ lh"t ~r. ,l\fadi,ona think ,. tf:ial ,now i.~ /he . tf!l'!e ,ar~d- tpe · 
{avourablt oppo~ltJnity to giye. vent to a.o. in vet_qr~t,~ ~nmity_a:ga\~Sl J;ie,r~ 1, 

"Under such dr'cumstances the pcl'lion1er hu -mbly cr,aves '¥: E. 
to be pleased to order, that whatevr'i,., a,cicu-sa-li--0n, or rrpo.rl ·itias 
been made against !ier, _eilher• b.y, the Direct9r, or, Mr. Ma~i9pa.,s~~u.ld 
b_e communicated lo h.cr, and also an 1Jppartunity and me,ans qe g.iv,en, 
her [or. providing r _q,ersel[ with tl),e, necessary prop(s, e1,Jidernces, <1nd 
examinatioijs to coiitra,d.ict. all that has been Sflid and . mdde agatnst' 

► 'j ,,I • J 

he:- by M~) \'l.ac\'oqp, or~, by any other Jt.~rJ0n; or pcrsc;rns, co,n_c':;,;ned.lon 
inJure, annoy, insult and oppress h er. And therefore, for l~~s~ and, 
other circurris~ances, ,abuses, and irrc~ul,arilies ~xis~ing, s~~ h_umbly 
requests Y. E. lo 1n·sHfote a lourt f enqu1rry, comp0sed of person-s·that 
cannot pos iblJ F av.c an·y' btas e1\her o·, . one sid ,' or the· 0Hl'er1in rho 
matter, in 'order•·fo tiring :)·II •~fiat '' has lake~ ' pface 'Within _the -per-ib·d 
already ref·erri d betlwee'n the said Mr. M, Uiona,, his Ass,st•ant,-- their 
adherents; and1the perfli'oner;n ~tHJ~r, the cogn'i,zanze of Y. 'E t-hfi't a·n: 
adequate rei:netfy antl jnstfce be ·tipplied andl adrninistcred lo tlie evils 
of which l11e p

1

etHio 1er com1)la'ins~ :Aad'•'so,l a's in d'uly bound! she 
will ever pray. •) l, , .~ • 

1 

•• 
1 

'~ 
1 

• . J1 . 1 

0 The 1 7 th lt!f arch, 1849. ,, '-' · 

The Reader wil Paa'm'il, thh l lh re wns nothing in ·1)he tone of this 
• '\ •( , •• 1' 

memorial lo subject the pelitio11 r to a r o•rfo1 litre 9~•1fici' favor of a 
~ ~ t • t • tl> • '• ~ • I 4 

• A title beJtowed b y the itarqnis upon 
1
'the school -trt.ast~r l\Jadiona 

when on ' the 7th 1, 1ar-ch ·184-~, th'ey yished Mrs.' .Bona via's school. • 
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r.eply ; and also will adwit, lhal there was c,·rry thing iu that pe 
lion lo excile the prompt allcntion of those, who should be a 
x i'ous to enforce the execution of the Jaws for the preservation 
the liberty, peace, and )>rivileges o'f H. 1\1.'s ~ailhful officers a 1 

loyal subjects in this Island; yet, though rnore than a month h~ 
elapsed,Mrs. Bonavia received no reply to her mcmorial~8nd thercfori 
as the irregularities, insults &c. which constrained Mrs. B. to appei 
to ll. E.'s protection against were going on wilh the same tcmc_! rifJ 
she, on the 21st of the following April, addressed another petHio i 
to the Governor Mr. More o· Ferrall; which is the following : -

"Humbly shewelh, . 
"Thal it is more than a month since she had the ho nor to lay b e• 

fore Y. E. a petition describing briefly lhe slate of her position willl 
the school-master Giuseppe Madiona, and complaining of his out­
rages, annoyances, insults, irregularit ies &c. with which the m c­
morialist is incessantly harassed while fulfilling the duties of her 
public capacity. 

"Thal in th<.1t petition the memoriaJist took Lh c liberty of requ est-• 
ing Y. E. an easy remedy for lhe evil of which she complained ; but 
the memorialisl had ool the honor to receive yet that cdurlesy, which 
the humblest individual usually rece ives from Y. E.-viz. the fa­
vour either of a redress, or of a reply . 

"That as the outrages, contempts and other irr()gularilies, wh ich 
constrained the memorialist lo appeal to Y. E. still continue in unmiti­
gated rashness, she must therefore press again on Y. E .'s atte n tion 
the claims of her sufferings from a notorious inveterate eqemy-the 
boys' teacher, Giuseppe Madiona-. to the protection of H~r Majesty'» 
Government. · · 

• 
"That the memo.rialist b~gs le~ve lo inform Y. E. that some years 

a~o she had been also molested in' her public capacity by th·e sa µie 
officer Gius. ~,adiona, with .lhe same line of outrages . and irregulari­
ties ; but after an application, calling the a ~l ention of the Hev. Ca­
non Dr. Emmanuelc Hossignaud, l.he late Hector of· Lh~ University~ 
~n~er whose control the primary schools were place~, the mcmo­
r,aJ1st ~oon obt~ined, not only an immediate redre·ss, but a.lso pro­
tection from the said Gius. Madiona 's aggr essio ns; oppressions, and 
JJcrsonat persecution, 

" That memorialist has lo submit lo Y E. 's consideration, th at 
she has some reason to think. that the same school-master, Giuseppe 
.M adiona ha s lhe ho pe (as he boasts) of im pu ui ty aud the Directo r's 
f,n or and protection for enco ura gi ng h.i m to moles t the me.moraalis t 
in her ow n st: hoo l, and tht~r cfore she presumes, that unless !owe 
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preventive be a<l ople,I • by Y. E. she has little hope, thnl he will 
restrain hir:nself from .rerpelraling his outrages, irregularities &c. 
to which she, si,,ce the 91h ,February ult. has peen suojecled by the 
present Oireptor-. lhe Mar9uis Ilaruaro di San Giorgio . 

.. Thal the r medy which the memorialist proposed in her peti,.. 
lion to Y. E. for th e, evil~ she complains of, commends itself as affec­
tive, practicable anti equitable; therefore, the mcmorialist humbly 
to treats ~gaih 'Y . E. to order-, lha t an immcdia le Court of enquiry 
he instituted -into the circumstances to · ,vhich she adverlcd in her 
form er petition. , Y. E.'s memorialisl thihks, that her demand is ,eq9i­
lah.le. for sh~ asks nothing, hllt what has been adopted by Y . . E. 
in similar CafeS, for an impartial administration or iustice and protec­
tion to one of Iler Majesty's oppress ed and persecu led officer. And 
the memorialist, as in dulJ bound, wit( ever pray. ' ' 

•· 1'he •21th April 1849. '' 
' ' 

To this memorial Mrs. Bona,·ia received the following reply:~ · 
o.. t. • 

' ' Chief Secretary's office, 
1 

Valletia, 24!h April, 1849. 
0 .MaJam,-In reference lo your memorial addr('sscd tJ His Excel~ 

lency the Governor, and daibd lh'e 2 llli instant/ I 'beg to acquaint 
you, that that documen t, ~hich, io so far as, it is a compl~int ag-ainst 
the school-master Mr. G,i_useppe M_adiona, ought, prev.ious ~o appli­
cation to the Gov~r,nm,~nt, to have b.een address.e~ lo the MarquesJ 
Barbaro di San GiQr~io:· h'as been in th'o ·(jrsf ,i stance rl\fcrrcd to 
that gentlemen ft>t a11re'porl. I I ' • I • 

•• I have lhe;h'o'nor -io be Madam, . . I ' 

iJ r , ~" , Y.our m,u~t obt'd. p_µmble ser ~nt 
· ;. 1 {~ig~cd) , ,))i. L u s,11JNG,T ~N , - , 

1 

. 
1 

• Chief Secret . to Government." .. ,,. 'J B '". ,;., , , .:., . '\'' '\,. .t•, J, .. , . 1"', •' 
.nr5 . • , . onavaa 1....amuo, 

Mistress ·of the· A-i1'na-ry Sclwdl, u · 
t Setiglea , ," i 1: , , . • 

Now; tlie Re' l1cr 1sl10uld aLlml·t that this c··ommun ioation from ·the 
Chier Secretary f>'c rs lw~ f~cts i•o reference ro tlie suhjcct "of'Mrs. 
Booavia's apptibatiun . I 'fo 1 ft ' E. th\! Gove yrnor, , to which, I as 'they 
are' very plain to' nc il~rforstl>'6cf,' it ;nay Im bsefuf lo 1re'flcr. The' fif,st 
of them is, thal the 'arfo'res'aicP le'iter 'docs"'not give any ,-~pty ' to the 
requests of :\'Irs. B. so far as lo obtain any redress; a nd• th~c secbtid 
fact is, that Jth'e Governor-, A as'il appear,s, . previou{ to I his ' takirrg :foy 
consideration' bf'Nlts. B.'slcomp lhints, w urn 'h'car .rtep'ort from 'the 
.Marquis Barbaro di 5an Giorgio, to whon:1 ,M rs. B.Jiadra} ,ca~y applied 
for a remedy, ~ wh'eb Qn,, thcr•·7tl1 March ~84 , he visitf!d her· s_chool, 
and iu his presence sh e had been rcpeatNlly tMi 111o'd' 'by Mr; Mad{ona, 
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rind~afterwards he suggested 'her lo apply to the Governor for re­
dress.~ H would be easy lherefore!' lo ·conclu'de, that Mrs: Bonavia 
seeing ·that n

1

othing could . lfo-·obtaine'd fro~n· the Director,' and that he 
took no notice of her reporl;l for 'ttie outrages, aniJ other irregularilies 
sbe had recei Jed from ~Mr~ tfodion~· and his' Assistant;· it' w~s then ad-

.. , ··-r--·1< ... t 'i 
visable for IJ.c.r lo ~pply t9 the h,ea~ o,f Gpve;11rnent wilhoti( addressing 
any fur.lher dQ~tJm

1

enl lo tl{e: Marquis Bar b'arq di Sa!) ;~hQ~.gi9 pre­
vious td application to• tli.~.Governm e:nl, who was to b.e :informed of 
the cir'c umsfanccs· under which the M'aYquis1 directed Mr. Mad ion a lo 

' .i r i ,:; t 1. l ' ~ ' ' " " , t' draw a ·rPpo·rt. · ' '' 1 
. • , , 

,. An IH~r~ i( IS forll)Y' to ri mark als1q, h1at if th'e rernec/j'in.;que lion 
~ , ' l, ' , J I I J.. u ~ ,._ ~ ,,._ ' .. ·· .. ,., ~ . • l J • -'l • 

depended only upo1~ .lhe ff.port · pf l,~e Marqqis Ua~baro f! irSan. Gior-
gio, Mrs. Bonavia with good foundation could nol enterl<JiJ Che hope, 
that the irreg.ular1 o~dt,ct .of M,r ,,~Ia.~iooa ~h?u_l~ be ~\Jppres~e~ ; l}e­
cause, if the. Director was willir g .that the annoyances &c. ( even per­
petra-ted in his prese~ce and for· which he had already received a writ-

. le~ and verb.al cornpl;i~t; on the ~f 7th, .~nd t5t~,.March, 
1
1849) # 

shoul_d·cease,i he, as the head pf that Dcp,attm1Jnt,· 1t1nder '\f'hos-e eon­
fr-oP\vere ·Mr: Madi·ana and •~It·s:. Bonavia, ought, · prorious to any 
a pp i . a tiqn' 'from <Mrt · -n~ to 1tlie Go ver'nm eiit, to 'fia v,e1 tak en1 every 

, ,i; , • • i> , • J , cl •-u t 1 • r , ,. ,., < , , , , 
step o hav_p had 9er case nvest,g~ ed." 1 uut o·n the~c.ontrary, l~ough 

• • . , • . , , 1 r f) _. e 1; • , , 1 , r ;; , 
the Marquis was aware of Mrs. B.'s positJon with t~~ ~c.l ool-masler 
Madiona, and of the difficulties sne et.::Wilb in- fyUilli1i~ her dutiPS 
~iiice· 'fhe19tf:i -<if feb aary;Jaist ; a' d though he had been requested by 
the Govern nt f r 1a report sfoc Mrs. B.'s first application to the 

, ),. 't'.)•J 

Governor, yet we sec 'him lo have neglec~~ 1hjs ~u.~.r,fol !p?re han 
a month, and thus by his lak ing no ,M tice o.f M.r.1\1' . .'s1 P1is~~>n~uct, he 
had allowed him to grow unruly and more arrog'anb lha, "ever, even 
in h~ p~seno,e , Mf~. I}; tbere~ore )1.a,d ~lf{l~& ,;c~sov ~0 ~pp~ehend 
\l}at l'pe io~iffer~qf R_rocec4ing, ~ t e \1alq• is ,~og~t~er ":! t1½th~ arbi­
tr~ Y 9ndQct 9f,~r .. M. :waj optbj g, "~~1t a concur en e,. o d a[) eo-
9Qrrra<Jreplen , t.o P~.;a llSil'pl an~ rne.a,n18 ~~~a d j,r ~er, cpy.n school 
h .? ~,tl;e .. s ~oo}. wast J' • Gi_useppe- 1\'.Ja.P.i l)la,,,.,and hi~~ is~!s ~ n)., . and 
th~ifi,pupiJs.!§ t , ~- " br J '(\I, 1> Id OJ 2 , ': ~, < l . .2·1 l l . 
, rrU i.s f1,1 lher. to b.c r.emarik~~, tltat sine~ Mrs B ) , {jr.s ~J1J!! ic~lion 
toJ,h-~ ~ov,eFn~ n~ a r.cyo- l-l\ be n-~ircµ\gl e~dn S.Oi,g ~~ · ''th l· lhe 

~ See tl it ~~~di . , le c! ' 1 
1 • 1 11 f' i ' ,. • 

. ' he going let m the CbielS:eor tar Qf 6e 24,th .pr.'t 184-9 .. 
_§ ke pendi.:t, •~, ' ')' 

, ,. ~ ,, H ~dlu1 r r,.; ••. ,q ;· .. 
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Go\'ernor ~oc.s not lislcn lo what Mr . . Bonavia complains again t 

the schoQl-maslor, or any ppdy else ; b l ,as he is about lo ~c di -
charged, ,h~, i, l let }rer applica~ions a!onc," From wlrnl ~.ourcu 
Spi'UU-g this report ~1.rs. B. is ,nol aware; but certain il is, tha sbc has 
bceo--infor~e4d.>y .lht\ ,pa,rcnts qf her pupils, who J1card it from pcri­
sons ~onnett~ct wilp her school; as also, bx a pablic pe rson,· wh o ,s 
ready te tes~~fy under ,aqi and l}~fo~e a Court of J usl~c, that.he had 
bceb LQl.d so )y. Mr._1\Iadiona 9n , the mor9ing of the 19V1 of last 
.Mar~h,.:when lhQ said Mr. M. lr:-iC'd t.o dissuade that gentleman in hi3 
publfo capacil,y from lJ~ing al)y part lo support Mrs. B.'s d~fcn c.<L 

So agaii1, if the Marquis ha(. no b,ias in• Mrs. B.'s case, he, as ·1 

public oflfoer, ought lo be impartial bo1h lo l\lr. .J~ aud, .Mr,s,. ll. ; 
and l1cr~fore, aft:cr having received from Mr. M. charges a.gainst 
Mrs B. of wl} ioh ., he 9..rd ercd hjm Lo draw up a rc.porl, in_ order lo 

lr; rnsmit l-t,. ,to ·ih~ ... Chief_ Secretary, it w;.is his duly, and _not his su­
bord·aate I (Ii~er' ' ( -M~s. B. ) l-O qpply lo .Gove-rnmc~Lfor bringing 
the aif;iir tq a~pr:QPCI\ investigation. \Ve must, however say_, tha~ 
\he entir ,conduc~ qf1 th.q Marqu is .Jl rb;u~o seems lo. ha ve c~rr'C:_d. 
4'Vilh il the mQst .d~sljnc~ marks of part.ialily; fur) ·r I he ,-,ya? <Hs­
,posed wlo ~~.t, justlY,'. w,e !hin,l,, lhat he ugh j . lo ,consider .eilhe~ l\f r. 
M. as iniuhorainale am!~ slilqdercr; o~ .Mrs. ~- guilly of .lhc ~pargcs 
pref.erred ,~iainsl • her, pr iJrnocent, 1 an~ , therefo_re to report, t~e 
one, or tJ10 .9Jher to Goyernmcnt fqr punishmentt. But the .. M rqµi 
remained silent and suffered Mrs. B. lo be insulted and trampled 
on under ~Iaclfo'na"s feet, an<i limited • himself to threatening her 

• f 

in the scllool, and bcfor~'U1e girls, to discharge her from the situation, 
than t~ ma ·e~'ni:reporl lo yovernrn_ent, a-s 'hd ~as ~equesled, (1ii tj4s­
lice shoµl.d,b~-ad niI]istcr~J belw~cn thcJwo offi.cprs undc-r his juris­
diction. Had Mrs. B. be~a io-no.cenl nnd oppr(}~s.ed , she ·011gl:il to ha ve 
been proiccled by, t\i.c a □ ll]o rili;es; had sl~e beep 

1
guj}ly . in. nnr .U1jug, 

she ~ughl lo b -. '!rie apfl puni~hcd i1 CC P. r ing to. ju ice, ~!Hl not to 
be insulled -and annoyed whil~ discll rgang her publi,c .duti s, It is e 
videnl theretor-e, hal 'b.olh Mr. Mt. and the Marquis Ba11baro di San 
Giorgio were working together lo oppress and persecute .Mrs. D. with 
this difference however, that ,the selm<1l -'master was an avowc{I, 8'.lld 
the Director a mote occh11·and s_ecrct persecutor.~ ., 

At last 45 days _ar er ~r_s. ~qn.avia adµ~esscd two pel,i~ions .to, 11') 
E. lhc Governor fur oblamrng a rcdrl.lss of her gricvanc.cs she. sue-

. . r ~ 

cccdcd in eliciting LI c Government attc lfon ; and thoro ore on thtJ 
4 . 

• 
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4th of May ull. at-} p:ut 11 a. m. iho received a verbal intimotion in 
the name of lhe Oireclor, lo appl'ar in the primary school of Sen­
g lea on thl' aftc_r_n..oon at t past 3 before a Court or Enquiry, and to 

bring with her all the witnesses for <'xamination. Now, we ask, wu 
this Commission legally appointed and dirccled to pro 1eed according 
to lhe civil law, or in conformity with a Council of War and in the 
most summary.. way? \Ve should wish to have a satisfactory an~wcr 
o this question; in the interim, considering the circumstanr.e8 

accompanying the appointment of the Commission of Enquiry, which 
has being the object of such a marked and peculiar proceeding, 
wiil interpret which were tho measures adopted by the local 
c;oyernment for the .administration of justice; however, though 
Mrs. Ilona via had not been i11formod under what circumstances 11nd 
1,rovisions the Commission was appointed ; and though she had not 
rccci\'Cd any intelligence from the Government upon that subject, 
yet she thought it prudent lo ·obey the Director ( though he had 
nothing to do with the matter) and to appear before the allcdged 
Commissioners al the appointed time and place; but as Mrs. B. 
was anxious to act, in a way according lo the law, she presented a 
a proresl before tbe two genllemen, who verbally told her they wr.ra 
the Commissioners of Enquiry appointed by the Government. The 
two gentlemen were sitting at Mr. Madiona 's school, where they re­
ceived the following protest written · in Italian Jangu age:- · 

"Government Primary School, 
Seng/ea, the 4th of May, 1849. 

"Gcntlemen,-c-This morning at t past 11,, l have been verbally in• 
limoted through Mr. S. Bugeja- assistant school-master,-and on 
behalf of the Director or these primary schools, to appear before -a 
Commission of Euquiry on this afternoon al-} past 3. 

" No written intimation was given to me; neither has been explain­
ed me what part I must support. either of a plaialifJ or defendant. 
Therefore, I do solemnly protest, first for the irregularity and illega­
lity of lhc intimation- and secondly for the brevity of lime prefixed 
to me. 

" 1 do earnestly request therefore, that a new 'Written citation be 
trasmitled to me, explaining the pa rt I have to support before you,­
tbal in the same citation be indicatea the heads •f the accusation, in 
case that my part will he of dcfendant,-thal a sufficient time be 
prPfixcd for enablin g me to procure the e\'i<lcnce~ rc1'pccting the 
parl I am to sustain, au \hat the citalion will point out the mean• 
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to compel tl,, witn,s,es to attend in ,ase they J!wuld refuse to ap-
11ear be[ ore the Commissioners. 

"On account of the brevity or time prefixed to me I defer givin.g 
any further exception, which may fall out with me both on account 
of the incompetency of lhe persons appointed for lhe Commis!ion of 
of Enquiry ( not bciog known lo me up to this moment) and also of 
the illegality of their appointment, as well as in rE>gard to every 
other circumstance. which the case should offer me, and which alio 
I defer to explain afterwards. 

(Signed,} "MARIA BONAVIA Cu~rno, Mistress." 

On the next morning Mrs. Bonavia addressed to l{. E. the Go'Yer­
nor the following memorial in Italian. 

" The humble Petilion of l\frs. M. Bonavia Cumbo, 
Teacher in the Primary Schools. 

-4.!l)umbly sheweth,-- That since the petitioner had the honor lo lny 
l,cfore Y. E. a representation describing briefly her position with 
the .school-master GiusP.ppe Madiona on account of his incessant in­
stilts and irregularities even in the p1·cscnce of the Director of th8 
Primary schools-the Marquis Barbaro di S. Giorgio,-aod iu her 
own school, she was constrained on the 21 th of last April, to address 
to Y, E. through tho Chier Secretary's office, another memoria r, 
which, referring to the first petili-on of the 17th of last March, call­
ed again Y. E.'s attention upon the subject therein contemplated. 
Whether such a memorial was submitted lo Y. E.'s consideration the 
petitioner is not aware; but on the 24th of the same April, she re­
ceived a commuoicaton not by command of Y. E. (as in soclt cases 
was the Governemenl practice) from the Chief Secretary, through' 
which she has been iuformed, •• that that dQcurnent. which, in so far 
as it is a complaint against the school-master Mr. Gius. Madiona, 
ought previous to any application lo the Gov£lrnment, lo havo been 
addressed to the Marquis Barbaro di S. Giorgio, had b<'cn in the 
.first instance referred to that gentleman fur a report." 

"Thal yesterday, ( lho 4th inst.) al+ past 11 a. m. the pclitioucr, 
through Mr. S. Bugeja an assistant teacher in the school of Vallella, 
has been verbally intimated on the name of the Director, to appear 
before a Commission of Enquiry at i pasl 3 p. m, The petitioner 
at the '(lppointed time appeart:d in the boys' school, where she has 
been called, and found there Hr. G. B. Trapani and Or. C; Galland, 
a Physician, -who told her they were the Commissioners·. 

" Whether such a Commission proceeds from Y. E.'s appointment 
(which the petitioner does not know ; she begs lca,1e to lJhservc--..: 
that such a proceeding is, fur many reasons, illeg,11.-Firsl of all. 
the petitioner ou&hl to be informcd --of the a-ppoinl111ent of such a 
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Co'ft1m1~sion, of its a tributes, power, and from what authority does it 
procC'cd,-of the individuals who are to form il,--of the proceeding 
that ought lo be a~opted,-- and of all other formalities, which may 

. lead to an rxcict administration' of justice. Second lo c'all the peti­
tioner through a written cill1li_on without a ~ufficicnt pcrio·d of lime 
lo en able 11cr; lo , prepare ~1er def~ncc is unfair: 

"The want of such neces,s.ar.y formalities caused the petitioner lo 
lay before the aforesa.id two genlleme_n, calling themselyes Com­
missioners, a prolesl, copy of which she -appends hereto. 

"As the petitioner ~n her appearing before the Commissioners 
she knew who were they, being told by them they were the Com­
m'issioncrs, thus ( in case that such a Commission proceeds from Y . 

. E. 's appointment) she begs leave to inform Y, E., that lhc aforesaid 
gentlemen cannot be her judges for two reasons :-first, because 
the former must be one of her evidences ; and the latter she refuses 
on account of jusl reasons known to her. . . . 

"The pelilioner therefore, being persuaded, that Y. E. has nothing 
in view, lli'an tho sole administration o'f ju&tice, without any regard 
to vc-rsons whatsoever, if such a Commrssion proceeds from Y. 
E. 's appointment, humbly begs you to be pleased as to appoint 
another regular Commission, and .to order that all llte proceedings 
will be regular ahd a~cording to lhc law, and be ca-rried out .in snch 
a way, as lo lead hlto an issue; namely, to an exact and impartial 
administration of justice . 

.. The 5th of May, 1849." 

As ll1e aforesaid memodal contained nothing but ~ legal protest 
and just demands for lqe administration of justice, Mrs. B. ~ad just 
reason lo oxpect, that H. E. the Governor-would w.cigh the matter 
laid before him, and lo consider also bolh the equity of her pro­
testations and earnest requests therein contained, as well as the 
constant practice here and in EoglalH.1' carried on in trial by jury; 
and therefore, that he would _comply with ihe legal remedy and 
provisions she applied for. Howovcr, the following communication 
from the Chief Secretary to Government will explain, whe.ther- Mrs. 
B.'s request and protestations were attended lo, and how far H. E. 
was willing to give a logal .redress and provisions fur the adminis­
tration of justice. 

" lhief Secretary's office 
Valletta !Jth May. 1849. 

'' Madam,- \Vith reference to your recent memorial lo His _Ex.­
ce lle11 cy the Gov1: rnor and pro les t thereto appended, staling obJ ec­
llous un yuut part o Dr. Galland and Or. Trapani proceeding with 
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the Enquiry Ibey have been requested and authorized to undertake. 
I- am dir~cled to inJolim you ,thaL Hi~ Exccllen(:y~ has direcled those 
Gentlemen lo resume the F;nqufry and lo give you lhe o~ ion of 
appearing· before Lhcrp lo ' explaih and support the charges', which 
you _have made ag' ins Mr. MaUiona. 

" I have the honor to be Mad'am, • L • 

Your mQst obcd~ hprnble Servant 
(Signed) H. L USHINGTON 

.. ' ,· ' .. ,. J' Chief Seery. to Government . 
"To Mrs. ,Bona-v,ia Cumbo ' 

&c: >•. &c-. &r.. , . 
l ., ' t 

On lhe .following afler.noop .al -½ past '3 Mrs. Bonavia rccei\'ed 
through the b<:forc mentioned Mr. S. Bugeja, as sis I ant lcac_hcr~ thu 
following inlimalion :-

"· Valletta, the ,10th May, -1849. 
u The undersigned •in fulfilment of their duly commilled lo them 

by lhc Govcrnmecit to invesligale namely, the facts allcdgcd by l frs. 
1\1. Booavia Cumbo ag'ainst Mr. G. l\1a~iona, and by hin.i denied, 
will meet again in the primary ·school.of Senglea, lo morrow al J 
past 3 p. m. to whrch reu ion lheLsaid Mr. G. ,l\fadiona, and Mrs. M: 
Bonavia Cumbo are requested lo appear. , 

·t (S•igncd) {·"C. G~LL~No, · · o. 
G. B. T_RAPANI, " 

The matter al issue was bccQme lo Mrs. B. of a serious concern 
as it might involve her rn great difficullies both on considcra'tjon of 
the second appoinlrncnl of the aforementioned gentlemen, lo resume· 
the enqu'iry, and on lhccfJunl of tlte i~gal provi ; ibns she'. had rc

1
qucst!.. 

ed · to suppo~t he. c~;u:g·es slic had.pieferred~again$l Mr. M. lpJeed, 

no legal means were given lo Mrs.'B; 1 or were ·lh'J Commjssjon~r 
empowered lo give her any assis1ai1cc lb compel those witnesses, who 
should refuse ·to app~ar before them; as -in fact the .mo l par[ o'f lheni, 
and even the most important refused lo ap ear o'n Mrs. n:•s behalf un• 

• ; • I ' J J , l( , ~ 

Jess they should be summoned, for fear of the priests' intolerance .; ' 
her position therefore, wa of mor.e Herplexity than before; and she 

- ( C _ 41 

was placed in an . mbarassing dile,nm·a e·ther lo ·appear before the . . ~ ' ' ' 

Commissioner& a,ga inst who_m she had alfeady protested for legal 
reasons, and also without any proof lo substanliale her charges, or 
lo fail from appearing before 'them and not provin~ her accusations, 
lo be considered a , disobedient, or a ' malicious slanderer agaiusl the 
school master M~. M. For thes,e a'nd other reasons Mrs. B. presuming 
that H. E. lhe G ovcrtwr had oo ~rcuj,lecti9n. in this affair, ;;ind that 
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· he was · a ·man ·of sense and justice, s·hc addressed lo him a letlcr-­
wrillcn in Italian , of which the following is a literal translation :--

,. To His Exce_llency, the Right Hono,·able R. More O'Ferrall E sq . 
Governor of Malta and its Dependencies &c. &c. &c. 

'' Sir,-The undersigned, on the_ 5th inst. had the honor to lay 
before Y. E. a memorial, lhrough · which, among other things, she 
represented lo Y. E., lhal if the Commission of Enquiry was appoin t­
ed by V. E., Dr. Trapani cannot serve as a Commissioner on 
the only rcaso-n, that he is lo he one of her e\' idences, and refus­
ed Dr. Galland on account of some just reasons, and concluded lo 
implore Y. E. lo be pleased to appoint a new Commission of E n­
quiry, and according to the laws; in short, that all the proceedin g s 
should be directed in such a way as to administer an ixact and im­
partial justice • 

• , On the 9th inst. the und·ersigned received a communication from 
the Chief Secretary to Government, through which she has been in ... 
formed, that Y. E. has directed the said two gentlemen lo resume 
the Enq~iry.-On the 10th . of ·the same al t past 3 p. m. she ha1 
been intimated by lhe said two individuals to appear before them a t 
the same hour.,-Meanwhile she does not know op to this time the 
power and attributes of the Commissioners, and whether she i t 
provided toith the means lo compel the many witnesses, who, without 
being summoned, alrearly informed her of not being dispo,ed to 
~ppcar. 

"Such a proceeding, and upon a good foundation , gi\'CS to the 
undersigned room lo susp.ccl, that there is no intention to adminis ter 
lo her l hat imparlial justice for which she r<'peatedly entreated Y. E. 
Because, to omit every other circumstance, the confirmation of Dr. 
Trapani, after the explanation given by the undersigned, in the 
aformentionP.d petition, deprh•es her of an important proof of the 
fact ; and to oblige her morally ( since she is very anxious to sub• 
stantiale her charges before persons that cannot have any bias) to 
appear before Hr. Galland, whom she had already refas.ed, is a des• 
potic proceeding contrary to the liberty due to the British subject. 

' 'Thus the undersigned, after the explanations given in the above­
mentioned petilion.-the protest thereto appended,-and the con­
firmation of' lhe two individuals, she cannot but take as partial Y. 
E.'s procceding;-and therefore, the undersigned, representing again 
her request lo Y. E. for the appointment of a new and impartial 
Commission of Enquiry, before which she might substantiatP. her 
charges against l'i'fr.l\fadiona and every other person they nre preferr­
ed, is placed by Y. E. in lhe position of not justifying her charges, 
and in the necessity to abstain fro m appearing before the abovemen­
lioncd two iudi vi du als, rend ering in any evcut Y. E, responsible fo r 
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of justice. · 

u The undcrsigni'd has·thc honor lo be 
of Your Excellency Mo~t obed. humble Servant, 

[Signed ] MARIA BONAVIA CU!IIBO . 

J'itloriosa· the 1 Ith May 1849." 

On the afler..noon Mrs. Bonavia appeared a~ain before the two 
icntlemen directed to resume the Enquiry and presented to them 
the following declaration, in Italian, of which the following is a 
tra ll!llation :,-

' • G ot·ernment Primary School, 
Senglea 11th May, 1849.-

" Appears l\frs. Bonavia Cumbo mistress in ' this school, and in 
consequence of a representation she made this morning lo H. E. tho 
Governor, she abstains from entering in whatsoe,·er discussion with 
llDrs. G. B. Trapani and C. Galland appointed by the · Government 
ComtnissionHs of Enquiry, respecting her complaints against tho 
school-master Giuseppe Madiona and against any other person, or 
J•ersons, for lhe reasons given by her i() the same re_presentatioa. . 

"MARIA BONAVIA CUMBO.'' 

It was in vain thnl Mrs. B. applied and claimed for redreu. 
protection, and administration of justice; because, after all, though 
she had not done any harm, yet she has been arraigned,- tried,­
condemned,-and punished as a criminal. By the following com­
manicalion from Mr. H. LQsh ington, the Chief Secretary to Govern­
ment in reference to this subject, the Reader himself will judge 
how far the Governor Mr. More O' Ferrall may be charged with 
partiality .and passive cooperation with Mrs. Bonavia's persecutors. 
by withholding from her the administration of justice, legal mrans, 
and protection to which she was entitled, and which it was. in his 
power to afford . 

"Chief Secretary's office, 
Valletta 23d May, 1849. 

" Madam,-1 am directed by His Excellency the Governor to 
cqmmun icate to you that, on consideration of your C()nducl with 
referen~e lo, the, Enquiry directed in consequence of your charges 
against l\lr. Giuseppe Madiona, he is compelled to conclude that 
you cannot with advantage to lhc public service be continued in 
the post now you hold ; and I have therefore to int imAtc to yon 
th;1t you will forthwith cease to occupy the situation of school­
mistress of sro~lea.-His Excellency's decision to tJic abO\'C effect· 
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has been communicated lo- the Marchese Barbaro di San Giorgio . 

11 I am, Madam, Your obed. humble servatit. 
(Signed). H. LusmNG~ON 

"To 1\Irs. Bona,•ia Cumb'o." Chief Secret. to Government. 
&c. &c. &c. 

Thus lermin~tcd Mrs. Bonavia's case in connection with the Go ­
ver.nmcnl primary schools, a,nd thus the framed engine of perse~~u ­
.tion-and lhe s-piritual inilue~ce of the Uomish and Jesuit priesthood, 
ha,., e driven her out of an establishment exclusively belonging to a 
Protestant. Government. ' However, Mrs. B. knowing that th~re is 
no,thing on her part lo render her liable lo such a shocking con-

.clusi~n_and unjust punishment, she addressed a letter to H. E. th e 
Governor, designed as a medium of communicating to h icn h e r 
gricvanceirand also for showing the incons'islency of his conclusion 
both with the principles of logic and justice, and with the spirit 
of the British Constitution. • - . . 
, The following is the literal version from the Italian:­

" To Bis Excellency the Right Hunorable R. More O' Ferrall Esq. 
Grn;ernor of ·Malta ana its Dependencies &c. &c. &c. 
"Sir,-1 beg lea,·e lo ackn·owlcdge the receipt ·of a ieller from 

lhe Chief Secrelary to Government of the 23d of last mon lh 
through l\Ir. E. Bonavia's (Lhe superintendent of quar~nliqe) boat­
man,* the len~r of which, is the following: -

" ~ada1:11.-I am directed b,r. his Excellency the Governor t o 
com.municalc lo ypu that,._ on. consideration of your corn.fuel with 
reference to the Enquiry directed in consequence of your charges 
ngainsl Mr. Giuseppe Madiona, he is compelled to conclude that 
you cannot wilh advantage lo the public service be continued in 

.• l\tr. Emmanuele Banavla is one of Urn notorious abettors of the Jesuits 
in Malta, whose boatmen are not the messangers of the Chief Secretary, 
for he has his own servants in his department. Mrs. Bonavia received the 
letter of hel' dismissal not sealed at the outside with the Government 
seal, according to the constant pra~tice of the Chief Secretary's office, w e 
have reasons, theref-0re, to think, that the letter to Mrs. n. was sent open 
fir.st to Mr. D. for his iuf01•mation, and tben by that gentleman fowarded 
to Mrs. B. se~led with a common wafer and t·brought one of his boatmen. 
It is worthy of remarl{. also, that the bearer of' that document after 
having delivered it to l\Jrs. B. he stopped in the school till she oponed the 
letter and after terminated its reading11e "laughed". The girls inform­
ed Mrs. B., that while bat man wa s going out of the school, he said with a 
low voice," at last yop have wallowed the pill". How that boatman 
~onld know the contents of that le tte r, i,s some thing curiou , unless h e 
1s a prophol 01· sorcere r , or has been told by hi s m aster, 01· lhe Chi e f Se -
er tary himself. 
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rlbe po81 you now-hold ; and I have therefuro to in-limt1le to you th at 
you wiff forthwith cease lo or.cupy lhe situation of schoo·l-mistress 
or Scnglea._:.. ffis Excellency's decision to the above effoct ha's bt•er) 
communicated lo the -Marchese Barbaro di San Giorgio. 

,: Strange indre<.1 , Sir, arbitrary and inconsistent seems to me 
Y. E.'s proceedi.ng in this case ·or min<'. and neilher can I form an 
idea uf any plausible reason, whioh could lead Y. · E. to come lo 
such a conclusion-. thai on c011side1·ation of my conduct with re(erent~e 
to the enqU,iry, I canriot wilh advanla·gP. ,to the public ser.vic_c be con­
tinued in the situation of s.chool-mistress of Senglea; but I think , 
Sir, that ·I have just reason {o say, that besides I have bee 1 punish­
<'d before I ha,1e been tried, my conduct in• rcferenc~ to the~ abm·e 
mentio1H!d ·enquiry, ·cven if it W<>re as it1is in Y. E.'s opinio11, has ·no­
thing to do with the ad v:rntage of iho public service, unless thr. pu­
blic c:mn0t enjoy any advantage but. with irregular proceed ings and 
arbi tl'ary means for the aduii.nistration ol' .j ustice. It is not for me lo , 
explain any arbitrary 1ncdium of authority employed (by th e Govern- -­
menl·) for carrying on some public affairs in the present state of lhi n5 !t 

in Malta; I 'am nor disposed, at the present, to question- lhe ·righl of 
Y. E~, to form any opin i'on you please on my conduc;t in reference 
to- the aforesaid enquiry; however, I r,:rn freely complain, that, what­
•~ver might have been the pri\'atc motives,· which induced Y. E. to 
come to such a conclusion, it is an opposite deniation from the real 
1cnse and spirit of my representations to Y. E., and -as iuch, 1t is 
a atigma. laid against my public conduct, and injuriou:s to my inter est, 
for the purpose ·of depriving me unlawfully of my. situation; and there­
fore is' chargeahl,e with the . guilt of slander, and ,that l have. the 
ri•ght to ·request i t. to be proved immediatt'ly, and satisfac ory. proofj 
produced of its truth. .- , · 

' , , . , . , ' 

' ' But. iea·vi~g a~ide 'these considoralions, I b~g ,l,eave ,~o ask Y. f!: : 
-if, for having (on account of my charges against lhc scho9l-master 
Mr, Gius ppe Madiona, and •any person whalsoever accomp~i,ce1 
with him) called Y. E.'s attention to afford me protection, and lo 
appoint a regula'r , Commission' of enquiry co,np_o~ed of impartial 
meo,~and lo order that the .Commissioners in the sam e enqui,.y 
should procee<tro-gularly and accor~ing t9 the IJW, 'and that all the 
proceedings should be co·nducled 'in such 1a .1way as lo lead _' to 11n 
iss ue of an exac't ,a-nd impartial admini n·atio'n _of justice ; .!_and for 
having rellisted ,againsl being morally corr.pelted by Y. E. lo .1ppcar 
again before l_hose gentlemen, whom I had alrendy objected to, as 
Commissioners, a.ccording to the' explanations given in my.' reprc-
1entnlions fo ·Y. E. o( th:e 17th March, 2 I s t April, '5th and 11 th of 
last May,-,· coo.Id f justlJ he considered hy Y. IL unfit wit.h adrnntage 
to the public !ervice to continue in the po st r ht1ld, and intimated 
lo cQa&e immedialt' ly to occupy ihe- situ atio n of Sl'hool-mislres1 ? 

;j 
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I leave it to the more calm and serious judgement o.f :Y. E. ~nd to 
proceed to c'oAsider what I Qughl to say on con~i<leration of your 

· conduct .with reference to my present case I However, I lake [lie 
liberty lo submit to Y. E. ,a- hum.bi~ argument grouoded .. on the 
same r eason alledged against me; n·arnely, if, fo r having repeatedly 
requested Y. E.'s interference for· a legaic protection, as an oppress­
ed and persecuted officer, in the discharge of my duties, ·by oth~r 
officers like mys:etf, as well as by the Director, I am : 'Sentenced by 
Y. E. of not being fit~ lo occupy any longer my situation with ad­
v c1ntage t_o the public service, with the same reason l nrny infer. that 
every officer in H. M.'s service, not adhering, as his duty is, tu just 
and legal demands· for a Juli. and failhful adminislra·liou of justice. 
is unfit ,to continue holding -whatsoever situatiort with H. M­
Go,·ernmenl in this Island with advantage to oar ·populalion, and 
therefore he must forthwith cease to occupy it. Whal did I ask 
of Y. E. but a legal remedy and .impartial administraHou -of justice? 
And what did l exercise hut a legal right lo refuse, or to accept nn 
irregular and illegal proceeding, according to the liberty, which 
the British .Constitution secures me, as all H. M.'s s\1bjects have a 
right lo . expect?~ · Can .any rnan, whatever may be ,his political 
oprnions, say my demands are unreasonable and my proceeding 
illegal for having been anxious lo enforce the execution of the laws 
for the preservation of my rights and honor ? Yet, Sir,- though l 

- have been ,so jealous as lo follow strictly a coarse from which 
might result - what -was my position with Mr. Giuseppe Madion~. 
his Assistant, and the Director of the primary schools ;..,.-and altho' 
my requests were mad_e according to the laws and praclio.e of Great 
Britain for such similar cases,-t could not · oblaiw from Y. E. a 
legal and practical redress for my grievances , and also my claims 
were rejected with contempt, and my respectful commun-icalions 
have failt•d to elicit from Y. E. · so much as the shadow of irnpartia­
lify and -administration of justice. · 

• . I'-

" In like manner. whilst having 'strong, claim_s o.n lh-e prolf?Clion 
of Y. E. ;-whilst I was seeking a remedy, which cornmeqds itself 
as effective, practicable, legal apd equitable fur u,c evils of which 
I complained ;-whilst I did not only implore but, e,veo jnsisted. 
upon having nn impartial administrali,on of justice ....... );. E. ~qt Qnly 
refused to exercise in my fayor (lip power wilh which you are :vested 
for the protection of the innocent an_d c;>ppressed, but al~o. as r( it 
were Lo punish me for not _having consented, that is lo say, for not 

I 

• That one will be enabled. to rort,n a correc~ idea respecting Mr. 1\:lore 
0 ' Ferrall 's proceeding in ther present case, and to judge also whether he 
or 1\-lrs. Bonavia had acted according to the spirit of the English Govern­
ment, and the law fol' the administration of justice in Great Brftain, we 
refer the readrr to the Appendix, lettel' E. wher e he will trace which i s 
the l aw and prac ti ce or E ngla nd for trials b y Jur y . 
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·having· yielded} to th:e arbitrary and illegnT •proceeail1g.of Y. E.­
as ff it ~e..1 W take up -every 'di'fietence in tltc qa-eslion on Y. E.'s 
and my right ,. ,¥, ·E. · e omes :forth 'with a co~clusion, ' or rather 
<denuneialion .against tny condubt, in ref r~nee lo what·•you would .,il­
legauy ·and moral:Jy c0mpel ni<Ho adhere lo, · and• then to c 1idemn 
me of- ·not' lreirig· able t iiy long·cr 1to· eoh-Linl'ie with- adva'nlagc to 
the public', set\!icli t0 oc·c:ttpy mr sHualio1i wHh H.1 :fM. 's'1 Govern­
ment ! 'fherofure, , it. evidtlntly follows, that . my ri'g,hts a6cl 1pri­
vileges ,havef, b~en Hy \1.- Et 1rt1vctcfcd,--tny chat'acter · jeopa'rdc'.ct, · 
and , my Hft~t!est ~mj, ~~d~ ' fiv is-• thm'l_, -thut Y. ·:g's proceeding, 
such as- i.tJis HU,thJs"' a ·e, ~d-rries· with it lhc most distihct marks 
of des-p:olisrtf, · h{j'ip'ar iality, by; wh'ic'h -H is evident, tnat it has been 
intended o··,,pre-t'h.ute foom nje \he W~y to subsi-antiate , fully n1y 
charges ag~inst Mr. Madiona and his· a<1heren ls~.2..--- lo deprive me 
of that libertr enjoyed by ~he British subjects,,-, and. lo !1inder me 
fr'om ohtai '·J\12' a' 1fu1l d 1irnpdrt1al ·' di:binislra"f.ion 'of fu lice. · 

T I :- { f ; ~ ! ; • ' ' '{ t •• ' • f ' t t ~ ,. • .., I; , ,# • .:. ,# ~ l ., i 

r, " l see fldw, Sit, hat ~withrjust, rca'Soo t c·o·ulel ta~cipute: pi.irtia ... 
lily and t,6Ju'Slice, wtrilo •l ·had a«rrghtLto expect -1t:nooufa-gcm •ht' and 
prolcctioo'ftt>-in iYl. ~ i t-o,JJut·a top to (ho inc ssant b'atf.ag-cs, ' slan-• 
ders, imputhtt~n$ :clfnlempts, ty.ta1mics,_,,:oppr0ssior1s nd oN£er ir­
rcgularitieS')ttf whilShl l wa;s subje. -ted l~yJ the don due of' the s~haol­
masler' Giuseppe M'adiuna, the l\'larquis Barbaro ,di San Giorgi'o, a lf 
their adhehn·ts o.onn ct~d -lvithi th·e ·pTiinary sct10ol1s. ' I ·uildcrst:md 
1\ow,i w}ly ' Mr. rM•lfdioha1 lad 11b •aU3" ,ifl ped fo-r tinrpunity a I havei 
submitted ito iM. E.i.;s-;--considctation} a,nd 1'encourag-ement from the, 
Marquis 1Barba di Sun ,G.i -bgio .t0 · utrage and anno nie ·e·venlfo t\fs 
presence atid in t1y, s<:rJio-01, whf th : said Mt.- Ma diona ·11ad•,~pres~-· 
ed his a)fttcipation1--th-at, m ~ co· nplaints:.agains l}im ancfl m.y 1hu,rnble, 
requests·;ta · , filJ woirhlH10t li.tH 1ttcr:1ded by the- ·Gove:rn :nenl, 116 1tt 
have trlit\~. alall Mr:,Madi ;tr~__, , e.xp·eotaUons I be:eirt realisetj r? I Js :tbis a 
practical ~erHkbtio'n tifi M'.t. 'M.' 1 antLdipalion ·of.ittipu-nity. ~nd par..: 
tiality the ·resuttJ~f th~ :SJtip'in~ness bf.Go:ve ninenlt, ot ta, st'retch''of 
arbi_trary ~pow I' iwi:ulUing t " lh B~itish Go, reroment"l I ( Doe ta'l l 
this pro·deedhtg q1>1he1 loual 'g'O'V l'll.ment ·:with 1·.refor-cncei ·to ,Hie eh-' 
qulry ini:iq estit}'tr. f(1t'JH' ( to~1b aj d_e:y,j tio:n froth1 · <th~ ons , o'r my 
just clailtls, or:tb · ·fr,oits ,@f•·exta1fsivel3-l iram.ifi.ed' co1t'lbi'n:atson~ wHicb 
may be · ~r a' part wf@rrod to the int1'iguiis t)f. ,those h o ~r ~op--
posed lo 1ne? 1 f c ~, ,• '. 

H It .OU'~btlo 1oo.; Il indifferent :t,ttct tfor '¥ • ID.1j'tf thorc 'w,t'}rc llOl 
any propens~t , ,·brI_, pred1lcotidh ; to ·injustice, · whether .l 1shbuld 
app ar f before J, he ij11slt 1 :Or , ,anotJH!r ~o mmissiu11 . of • ebqOi'ry, 
which on 1actount rof legal and juslt rcasot)s., ·I ' solicited •Y. E.'·lo 
appoinh· 1-,t is nutr, for m'r!,<lo •say ,v'.bat -the" 'tnotive& of my ru'l'ers 
have been of nub oppo nting 1 a new, and regul,ar etlm-rnission of 
enquiry, and to 1di 1ect tho fint cornmissi-ooers !tcr re un.1a i-t in 
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spite uf .my p~lilions and solem,n protestation; but from Uu•ir pro­
ceedi ng, I can take co_ng:~i'l :mce, and on that legitimate grou11d, 1110 

far, as they withheld the protection and administration ;of justice 
which it was in their powt'r to afford me, I ·must charge them with 
passive co-operation - with .my pcrsecu tors iu the war they ,v.1gcd 
against me •. Nur is it for me to say, ,whether such a proceeding, 
co nclusion, and impeachment. or my conduct with· referenrn to the 
enquiry in question aro reall y mnde hy Y. E.; but as through 
the letter of the thief Secretary ,to· ,(;pvernment they are attributed 
to Y. E .. and Ibey go forth with the weight oJ Y. E.'s name attached 
to them, I lhi11k, that such ·a proceeding is sufficient to repl,y tu 
the,se facts, leaving to the Pub.lie lo judge, wh.cthcr lho)le wh,o hol d 
the reins of nur locdl Governm_enl are lo be classed with my per­
secutors, or my protectors, 

J ' • , 

.. I, ,. as· a public officer, lo ;hof11 V1~· fmriorta i1t mis,.sj?JJ h~i ~e~n 
en trusted by the Governrucnt for carrying out the work of pubh c 
education, arp naturally auX:ious to .. remove from my character an 
aspers.ion, or vituper~tion, which· if true might be c.a~-ily proved 
and wou,ld prove me also to be utterly ·un:worthy to s011ve with ad­
,·antag~ to tbe pubJic,sc \'ice; s,il.cnc-e th,en, on my p.a11t might be 
constn~ed into t;Jcit admiifsion of the· charge ~ I lru·sl therefore , tha t 
thf public before whose bilr roy character · is •arr'igned, while see­
ing that my humbly roquesls were , denied with qpnteropt, '"ill see 
also that l was punisl1ed 'Yithoul being tried...--,without any le-ga l 
Bentenc~~wilhout -even, the form or justice-and thus will, acquit 
me of presumption i1ill respecLfiully ~arnng upon •Yt.:,iE. eithe.r to 

~substantiate your reason :whicl11'J com-poll,ed .ou to conclude, that 
iu con side.ration of my ,cf)n ditet· 'W,ith,. reference to . the , ,enquiry, I 
could not, with , a~\'a11tog_e' t.o the1 publi'ti ,rser,vice - be .<;.ontinued in 
the pos t I :held ;-·of sch,oul-ui,istcess· of Senglea, ·or .to tetract •lhc in­
jurious imputntion prrf, rrfJd against· my ·c.011.duct, :or to correct lho 
m· 1-ndm;nis tration (;)f.just.iGc, by a11poi11ting, a new , and . regular 
commission ,of enqt1ir.~. on ·which I 1did,, and , do, solemnly insjst, 
according to the dr~nrnstantcs oontained I in nl~ representations to 
Y. E. l)cfore " 1bich 11 may ,l'ullJi justify mr charges, which l do 
pte fe,r agairi against Mr .. •G,iu.Si! JJJYC , Madion~1., Gi~yanni -, Bonello hit 
Assistt111t, <)rtd the Marq,uis • Bar.bar~ dj Sau Giorgio, Dir.eclon oC the 
primary ichools, • . , 

"1 beg to remind rQspectrully, Y. E., that I have ,~Jalin~s Jo the 
prolcdion of I{. M.'s Uovern ·mcnt; thcrcf'uTc my hum'ble r,equ,esh 
Hr e equitable, as I do r.c4ucst nothing l>ut a , prom pt ,,rnd impartia l 
attmini~trat1un of justice. ,,V ith Y. E. il remains now to choose. lhc 
nlternat1ve, either or pro~·ing the accusal•i,on agaiuist my conduct , 
or of cc rre<Jting the ev il intlictcd to my co1.t, which if it remain uot 
rcm~di t> d, lhera is roason to apprehon<l, it will inflict th~ decp4ut 
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degr:ada_tion :011 the pr,oc·eeding of ,your go,ve-rnmenl in. the adminia-. 
trat1ou,.of ituticc.! Aa for me, I' ,put.my, case , lo the cousciehce of 
every honest and ca1i.did ;nan to 'judge, ~heJher'1Y . .. E.. l·ouked on it'. 
with the »a n)e·1 imp'arliality,_ which manifested, Y·. •E. 's I pr.e.d.eces,ora 
at every atlerpf}t -w,1i.ch ~ ·~-s . m-a~e .• t9 injure , m,e". ~md t:o r,cmovUi• 
me fa;pm .rr y sit1)atjon, of ;iWhichi t,1pgible pl'e:oJs do icxi,sb in the 
Uuivcrsit,r ,aofl t in the~ Chie£.Se£,r,e,t.trfs qffi-ce,; bul,, th,os.e.'pr~Va_ipus 
GovcrurRenU.adiUpfoQ p.reH1Hi\·es ,lo .the serious ,mischi:ef: inlende:d 
against Ql, per,stH) and,1.d1ara'ct-e1:'ilb~'J lbose.. '. lulfivjdua(s •.w,bo.J~rc · 
still aliv«,. 1:,ic • , u1·,·i. , · ;, , .. ,,·1•,n •11!t ,1 1 ·• L ,i i , : 1 w1r· . A - . . 

. "In OOll'dusion, :J have to -crave¥; E.'s par'do11,I0r Jra·ving ,occupiecf.. 
you so 1ong, w 'tli ·a st1oject, upon whkh .. (''ani r espectfully 'to·•cttll• Y JW 
B.'s alltiition to grant my·ju-stl r quest for• thi@' app<,i11tme·n't @fa' new 
regular 1and · fhrtf1•a·J,t1commisshrn tof enquiry ,2 {H',t'ording. -to••:lhe Hli'ms 
of my f<trnrer:·,petilioru a11d .protd t~Uiorrs , ,·furnished l wilft •·el\'ery 
power and -legal formality and solemnity, to inv stigaite oot?.ot1ly 
my char~e, ag_aini~

1
t _9ius .. ~ladiona,, ~i~ ana~ B?,nep9, t\1e M{lr-

qui Barbardrlli ·San Giorgio; antl ery · othet " P,er on,' or pe sons 
connected with'Wie l\~imary1 

scho~ Scr1gte'a,t'liUt'1als'o' a;~ 'be) ' l<i 
for . ~nir~\ flh" · .. ,fHtrif ., . r ,; f ~ft\;' tcf~1r~r ~e t.~

0 {~l '_a id ' 
enquirl ~~rec_t~.tf ~njthe th 

1 
o~.;~~ay .. f,8,9:. a~{ f hp~ an a.p- ~ 

portUDl!Y, r·,r b , .'~, ,c Y\ : 1~. t~ qrr~~t, Y,~qr, p .tJ,._ 
and uilJ4st co\i'clu ;. 

1
a~~i t o . 1~ .- ~o , cnJ~>y./ ~ ·y 

ri~~(j },§ ·a ~ti i~J\ SU e . , my . CO'¼~ U~t ~~.\V ·~i;' ~:, .t, µ:- . 
ti!t<:, Y', m ·eat hc - '., t~e. mtirts ;t~. ob am ·?,n ·mde'¼~~-
nity .for ~es I_ •i9st -,'!B ~Y. !~teresis; ,~ · 
.. .. have C onor ; to'' l> ut E jcefrnn~ii' . l,) Y/ .. t 

t,; i '{ ,' : 

y 1
• l' 1 

l,q,.. ..:f}i , ' \? ! l/! ,, l' llfo1 s1t bBe1d '· 11 1 t ' ,bi g ') ·t"' -
, , 11 , ll • U . e .:,ervan 

\ -. • -•• • . , 'I ( , T , ' p • , ,. 

1'1tlo . ' ·c .• h { C IA BONAV1
1A lCUM ()°, '!1 

. .. . '84~9. i ' I I).; IJ ... t' \ 1 l • I -~ 

• t l 'l • • i I l {\, ·-1 ,J ~~ I lJ J ; II q( : ·r, )lJ~ (,j ·,:,· \•)''\ 

Though Mrs. Bonavia had brought in the .:af(ir,enwntioned lctte 
every; rem at · · • · 1 he · · H. E.'s a-t · p, 

' 1 '., ltff) 01 0 r, •'') )G 

who e gl ,,,p aqtJ y,et ~UR ~l f~ r 
of f\~:1t!l"b';ntJ!f.h l1t; ::. P§ ., s. ; ~-an.. e.,1i 
she wai~d tfpoy:fll E crneT to learm tihe tical c .'icn· 
subj~cted 1 c\- 'lf · :.,r , · c ~1rs1~ •b~lfa,,e<J l 
by u:,rt'.''(tht 'l\ w ifo'w.in~1 tBt'l r lbi1cillh<!r -

, 1 I.. , - : n c ·1 • '> · • i 
hua g ,n t Vi ~"Ii. cl l,enl~~. 'JI u ) ·.Hi i 

~ o troida' l,ebtc'e •No Jl'5l J, ! -r-· 
• • ;11 ,,Jt. : a ttP:iuty 1$49.1,. J·, h, 
" ,Sir;-Qrh the 14th\of asl J o i.Bonavi c.a·ddt{!s ed :a· 1etter1 

to Y, E. 'in ton.se~ttQnco o,f. thUl(fh;ir'ge' you ' have / pi' fetred ag'a ih~t 
her comfOct -witb ,;r .. f~11ci ee • to, the elt tfuiry dit cotcd on the .i,d a'tfd 
9th of ' hul •May to' in Ve11tig::1tu ·the cllarges stllit made'. against the 
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to reca II to Y .. E.'s memory the latter 11he h11d the ho nor or addresJ­
ing to Y. ,E. 011 the 14lh of last mouth, in·ordor to conduce .Y. E. of 
the upright motives of her conduct in rcfernnce to the , enquiry in 
question, and tu obtain in some way a competent redress of h er 
complaints; so as to avoid the considerable expences, which she w ill 

' . , . ' , I 
b~ obliged to ·.undergo ; and which she will clr1 im · together with 
~vcrY, los!i, i~jury, dama~e and inconvenienc·e she may ,utTer , susta in 
and undergo in. con,scqtrence of Y. E.'s dl'cision · and < f the local 
Gov,e~hrnQnc's pr'ocee_dings~ in lhis• affair, till' the ques~ion belween Y. 
E.. the local G_ovcrnmert, and Mrs. B. be foll y a1iU deQniteveJy 
decMed by the proper atitho•rilies'.' ' · · : 

., The umlersignt!d has the honor to he, r 

of Your Excellency, . · Most Ohcd. Humhle Servant 
' (Signed) ' 'On. V1N. BONA.VIA,' ' 

.f> '\, " • ' 

To the aboye comm,unicalion Mrs. B.' s hue band recci\•ed th• 
follo~ing .r~ply :-.. . , . 

"Chief Secretary's ,offi~e • 
. : , . Vallella 15th July, 1849. 

'_' Sir,-1 am ~irc.ctcd by His Excellency the Governor to acqua i"nt 
you that in ,your, letter oL this daJ.' s date ~d~rcssed Jv ,His Ex cel­
lency you do not poi•nt out the documcnls you require lo l,ay you r 
case before Her M~jesty, or the public tribunals; that if you feel 
yoursel.f to be unjuslly treated you are quite right to seek redress 
by every means in your power; ,and lh_at pending_ the reference of 
this matter to superior authority, s~1ould you 1hink that ~ourse advi­
sable, His Rxcelle,ncy decline·s , all ft.~rlher correspondence on tho 
case which .so for as His Exc~llency is concerno~ is ter,rninatcd by 
his prc\'.ious decision , , , , ·" , 

" J have lhe \ionor lo b1i, ~ · · . , ( 
t , ,Sir, . . · Your Most Obed . Humlile Servant 

" To Dr. Vi.ncf.nZ.O Bonavia ' . (~ign~d) .. II . ~USHINGTON ,. 
• &c, &, • &c. , Chi,ef Sec1·ctary ~-0- Govern. 

Strada Lebi,:e,' N. 13. Villoriosa." 
t . I 

The intelligent 'Reader w\11 not fail · to observe th al the above 
communication purp'orls lo be a reply to Dr. Honav'ia's letter to H. 
E. the.Governor, yet it be~r~ no answo~ lo the appl icalion therein 
contain~d ~ 1md it attempts also · to repr~sC'nl 1hat the . arbitrary 
lrra(mcnl with .which Mrs. B. ,was dealt with by H. E.' was ' just on 
cosidcration 9f her coudu ct. Under this conviclion her husband 

I J 

wrote lo thevChicf Secr~lary lo fiovornmcnt as follows ~-

" Vittoriosa Strada Lebice No. 13 
3 1th July 1849. 

''Sir.- - 1 beg lr. av e to acknowlcclgo th r recript of your letter or the 
25 th inst. i11l er1d ed us a r·eply to a11ot.hcr of the same day'5 date , 
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which I had the hunor lo atJdrcss lo H. E. tlu! Governor aski g h im 
to ord<•r. that authenticate<.) copies or som e documen t recorded in 
the Chief Secretary's offi(!C, in the arch ives or th 1niversil.y for 

tudies, and i11 the records of lhc Prjmar,Y, school of Yallella, shouhJ 
be furnished lo me as Mrs . B.'s atlornry. 

"Your teller in the firs! pl:-ice sf ales, thnt you wr.rc directed by 
H. E. 1he Govcrnnr to :-ir.quaint me, 'rhal in my letter I did pot 
point out the documents I require lo lay Mrs,. B. 's case before Her 
MajC'sty, or bef,~rc the public lriibunals.' I hcg to obsrne on this 
topic-. that though I am awnrc of ii, and I did not deem it necessary 
to detail minutely sufh documents, as H. E.'s decision on lh is 
~ubjcct is to be .. based upon my lnwful request, :ind not upon ' the 
pointing out of the documc11ts, still your communication g-ivcs no 
nnswcr at all lo my applicalio11 for lhe documents I require. On tho 
contrary l bcli°En·e, as propri<'l._y requir1•s, thal [ ought lo be informed', 
whcth~r II , E. the Governor is willi1}g 11 comply with my r <fU~st 
for the authenticated copies l indispensably r cquire ; and lo which 
Mrs.B. is leg·ally entitled. A negative, or aflirmnth·c reply wo·~ld 
relieve Mrs. 8. from any em.barassmcnt. 1 However, if the omission 
of pointing out the d9cumcnls I require is considered a fault, whicn 
carries a non compliance wilh the application, I think, that such a 
proceeding is nol stranger than the. precedent. 

'' Next it is $laled, 'that if(. ft•el I ,am Qnjuslly trealeu,. I am 
quite right lo seek reJrcss by c, er means in my, power.' ,vitb 
regard to the spirit of these arranged terms I ·regret lo say, lhal it 
demonstrates a kind of sarcasm and anxiety lo express scnli1ll( nls 
to hurt Mrs. B.'s feelings and to injure her conduct and character, 
as lhe allusion is,. designed to ch~racteri.ze her as guilty of some 
fault. Oo the ·other hand, I beg to observe, and ~ feel glad ~o say-­
ing if, that · such ·an impeachmcllt against l\Irs. B. is not in accor:d ... 
ance at alJ wHh what she has been previously and clearly assuried, 
when on the 19th inst. she had an inlerview with you :r-'"'-- ,Jftat 
there is nQthing with the Government that militates against• her corruJuct 
and character.' Since yonr verbal assurance, I must candid,ty; , con­
fess, thal• l did not expc<!t from you aawthcr written c..na·tge with 
guilt against my Cuusurl, · unless there is some lhi og . hot 'known 
yet. by he;. .' 1 • · 

II It i; furt her' a'sserled in your · ,cller, I tha( n. E. lhe
11 

Governo ~ 
declines all ' furrher correspondence on the merits o'f Mrs. B.'s case. 
which so far as ' H. E. is ~oncern cl is terminated by his decision.' · 
ln regard to this paragraph, permit me to say, that this duclri1rn 
is valid in a co.unlry under a dnspotic ruler; and as I am nol.awarc 
of the ex.istenco or any. app-licalion lo H. E. lhe Governor lo corres­
pond with me. on the merits of Mr. B.'s complaints ngainsl him, nor 
of- any r('qn Rl lo b(• low 011 hor any fav.or, but. lo grant what she 

·G 
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is entitled lo claim and expect from his professed justice, I leave it, 
thercfor(', lo your impartiality lo judge, whether H. E.'s direc­
tion to you in the present in-stance, as _ far as H. E. is concerned 
in the mallcr, has any reference lo the tenor of my request in 
that letter. Howm·cr, I bog lo observe, that from H. E.'s declining 
all further correspondence on Mrs. B.'s case, I presume, that it is a 
pretence to avoid any explanation whatever on the motives, which 
led him. lo an unjust decision against her, and which he bas been 
surnmon('d to give before the tribunal of conscience and- reason for 
discharging her from a situation she honorably held for nearly ten 
years, and f~om which she has been driven out of, with.out any 'fault 
on her part, of which she is aware, though she respectfully called 
upon H. E. to substaulia le. Yet 'H. E. the- Go\'ernor had neither the 
charity, nor the candour to prove, or lo r.elracl lhc accusation, for 
which more inquisitionis romanae he has punished her. 

" The matter at i'5sue is to Mrs. Bonavia a serious concern, as it 
may involve her in pecuniary difficulties, and there are also olher 
consideralfons which make her position one of much perplexity, [ 
therefore anxiously await your reply not knowing what course I 
shal'I pursue until ' infurmed of H. E.'s decision-whether he is dis­
posed to order that t-he requested a uthenlicatcd copies of the docu­
ments in question are lo be given lo me. 

, 
" Under the conviction, that H. E. the Governor has no predilec­

ti"on to deprive Mrs. B. of lhe necessary means lo support her 
case, 1 beg lo advert lhat lhe copies she requires are the following:-

" 1 Correspondence, or communication rec·ordcd in the Chief Secre­
tary's office, between lhis Government, and lhe late acting Ueclor of 
lhc Uni.versity- for .studies-the Canon Dr. Psaila, and the present Re­
ctor-Mr. \V. Butt ; as also between this Govf'rnmcnt and· J>Drs.. G. B. 
Trapani and C. Galland authorized lo assume the enquiry directed on 
the 3d-aod 9th of May ult ;-in the archives of 1he University for stu­
dies, between lhc said Aeling Hf'ctor, and the present Hector, this Go­
vernment and the Arch-priest of Scnglca, Dr. L. Fiteni ;-and in the 
records of the Primary school of Vallelta, between the late Direc;tor­
thc Canon Dr. Panzavecchia, the present Director the Marquis Bar­
baro di San Giorgio, this Government, the boys' teacher Giuseppe 

·1\ladiona and Mrs. Bonavia. A II these documents refer lo Mrs. It's 
c,1se in connection wilh lhe Primary schools during last nine years 
c1nd which are necessary in justification of her sta_lement, which is 
lo be laid before HPr Majesty lho Queen &c. 

"There arc olhrr documents in the records of the University for 
stndies, and Primary school or Vallella, which I deem it not nc­
c" ssary to trouble you by pointing them out di stinctly; however, 
as these arc al so in support of h(;r case, may l r ea• rns t Oll lo bo 
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favoured with a reference lo II. E. lhe Govr rnor, that ·he may he 
pleased t.o direct that authenticated copies of them a ll be furnish ed 
lo me. 

" I have the honor to be 
Sir, 

"To the Honorable 
Henry Lushinglon Esq. 

. 
"Your most obcd. humble servant 

( Sgned) Vu. VIN. DoNAVIA," 

Chief Secretary to Government. " 
&c. &c. ~"1c. 

Though the foregoing com municalion contains no thing lo suh­
jccl the writer to the forfcitfure of a reply, and though more than 
twenty four days clarsed since it had been sent to ll~e Chief Secre­
tary; yet .Mrs. Boua,•ia's husband received no reply to the request 
it contains, and therefore he addressed another letter as follows :-

c 

" Jlittoriosa Strada Lebice No. 13. 
25th August, 1849. 

" Sir,-ll is more than lwcnly four days since I addressed a let­
ter to you in reply lo your com munication of Uic 25th ultimo ; yet, 
though I have_ represented lo you e\lcry thing connocled with Mri. 
B.'s case lo solicit and excite your prompt attention, I ha\'e no t 
received the favour of a reply. 

"As I am very anxious lo bring soon Mrs. B.'s complaints be­
fore Iler Majesty the Queen and the Public, I lake the liberty of 
begging again your attention lo the request contained in that letter ; . 
and as it contains nothing but a claim lo what my Consort is legal­
Jy entitled, I beg, therefore, leave lo requ est. you lo inform me, 
whether His Excellency the Governor previous to his leaving had 
complied with Mrs. B.'s just request? namely lo direct, that the 
authenticated copies of the documents pointed out in may lelter ·of 
the 3hh ultimo, be given lo me, to make use of them as I may 
find necessary in jui5tification of the present case. 

" Feeling the hope, lh<!l neither H. E. t_he Governor, nor the Jo~al 
Government have any disposition to withhold the copies of the 
documents in question which would be considered obsl ructive of 
Mrs, Bonavia's i?stification of her complaints and Lo ·deprive her also 
from the ri~ht, and means to clear her conduct unjustly impeached 
by H. E. the Governor, 

" I have the honor lo be 
Sir, 

"To The Honorablc 
H. Loshington Esq. 

• 
"Your mosl ohed. humble servant, 
( Signed ) Dn. VJN. BONAVIA," 

Cliie( Secretary to Government '' 
&c. &c. &c. 

, 
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T hi s communicalion met wi th the same fate as the former,. ll is 

d at ed August 251h and up ·to _this hour 1ils writer ha's ' re1.:ei\1 Cd no 
an ~wcr. From this procec.ding, therefore, il is ,evidcul 1 that H. E. 
not only tacitly r~fus(•d to exercise th~ power of administering ju­
stic e, but also hc ·was disposl'd to withhold the m'eans to w_h'tch Mrs. 
Bonavia is lcgnllJ . cnli!ed, n-.nd which would· lead her lo-·justtfy her 
gr ievances, and thus lo olJslr_uct and frustrate the object of ;u-slifying 
1 he complaints of the par1y, who is suffering the consequences of the 
most despotic, arhitrary , and unjust proceeding of Mr: -1\ichard 
M_ore O' Ji'crrall, who already has f.orgellen ,the pledge he gave on 
his receiving lltc rein s <l the govrrnmcnt of l\'faJla . 

Such are the grieva nces of Mrs. ijonavia, -a convert from Pop ery 
auu a fcrmale of the most 'blameless and exemplary life; bot th e 
disclosures which her husband laas made in his Missionary labours 
among his countrymen , of lhe trick.cry and immoralify of lhe Popish 
\>ricsls, and ol' lhe sup ~,rslilioii' of the Homish Church, have rendered 
her and her family prculiarly obnoxious to the Romish priesthood. . -
Mrs. B. and family-1he Oflly known Mallese protcstanl · family in 

l\1al ta-hns been denounced as heretic and marked for persecution 
by the Priests and Jesuits of this Island ; U is not surprising then , 
that -lhc person, who . has ·been · thus proscribed by lhc Bishop of 
l\.Ialla by his pastoral lcller dated 27th May 1849, is the very 
·a1dividual in whose behalf a Roman Catholic Governor and noto­
rious ahctior of the Jesuits, refused to exercise tbe · power wilb 
which he is vc-stcd to protect f1er for fear of incurring the indigna­
tion of 11 ·s Uishop and curso of his Church? ,:i, Now, ·can aay man 
whate ver his rel ig iou s <> pinions are, deny thal, while Mrs. Bonavia's 
case is thus terminat ed, lhc lhrealcnings of l\lo_nsignor Fit'eni, the Ca­
non Panzavccchia, l\Jr. Gius ~ppe Madiona: and 1hr. Marqu~s Barbaro di 
~an Giorgio .a~ainsl her, have not been literally verified and brought 
rn lo cffccl ? _\Ve will make 110 comment on the result of their 
threah:ni11gs and' anliciv,atious, as they spcc1k very plainly lo lhe 
hearl s of every one who has a lit lie sense ; but we only remark, 
lhal Mr~. Il. coul d not obtain from H . E. the Governor legal means 

t ' 

Thr fou r C<' UHJPniral Council s of the Late ran, anrl the Council s of Con ­
r; t,1ncc ~nrl Sir nna <"xrornmun icated and eonclemned Protes tants, who affec ted 
a"' O\Y or pi r ly , anrl commanded the" d vil power s" to suppres them ; and 
c1 n1 i;,. n r- rt lhril' · ' prot ec tor " also to the same condomnaliou, 
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and redress . for her complain ls ;-that Mr. More O'Fcrrall, lo · give 
fu ll satisfaction lo Lhe Pope and Ms Emissaries, who are bitterly op­
posed to lhc work, which is go ing on in Malla, has unlawfully and with 
a foul imputation driven Mrs. B. out from the situation she honorably 
held for lcn years ;Lthal her claims for her grievances have been .,, 
rejected wilh conlctnpl , her respectful communic3tiohs ld the Go-
vernment have failed lo obta1n, even those lega l means, to whkh 
she is entitled, lo support her case for obtaining a full adminis­
tration of justice ;-that she has forfeiled her temporal support, 
but Mr. Giuseppe Madiona and his Assistant Giovanni Bonello­
the men, who were engaged as exoo'\:llioncrs, and who have so 
well performed the work of ·orprcssion and pcrsecali'on-sincc 
Mrs. B.'s removal .from the school, have been promoted le, a 
beltor and n'lorc cornforlable silualion rn lhe primary . scliools' 
establishment ;-and that the Arch--priesl of Senglca, Dr. Fileni ex.­
pressed his sa lisfaclion to a parent of one of Mrs. B.'s pupils .:-· 
" that at last she had been Cashiered from the post she had 
held fur a long time in spite of lhe Maltese, who are all Christians 
and faithful sons or the holy Falhcr the Pope "! Under Mich cir­
cumstances, the victim of the Romish and Hibernian intolerance 
could not deri\'e aoy aid, or benefit from an appeal to the Represen­
tati\'c of a Protestant Queen and Nation, whose laws are based 
up<1n principles contrary to those of powers still plunged in darkness 
and superstilion; because, the tolerance and religious liberty-the 
Palladium of British Constil4tion--so pledged to the Malte"sc, and 
inculcated t~ II. E. lhe Gover~o.r, l\lr. More O' Ferrall,-. is now 
changed into an inslrumcQ

1
t ·of oppression: Shall a Romish Bishop, 

his Priests and Jesuits, together wit'h a Homan Ca.tholic Gov.Grn?r be , 
allowed to practice in Malta "'._ilh impunjty, what the British Con­
stitution and Laws cannot eJJccl ,'without infamy lo lhe Euglisb Na­
tion? Shall. the civil rights of Protestants in a Homan Catholic Coun­
try ruled by a Protestant Sovereign be exposed to the lawless i'n­
vasion of the Pope? Shall the voice of the Engli~h Nation not he 
raised in vehement indignation against the infringement of the Law 
and Liberty of English subjects; and shall none be fo,rnd lo sym­
pathize with the Maltese already groaning fur deliverance' from lhc 
cruel oppression of an impcriou , despotic and tyrannical sway­
thl! SWi.ty namely of lhc J suits '! 

See lllc Appendix, letter G. 

• 
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Tt is not for us· to discuss whal the motives or Mr. l\Iorc O' -Fer­

rall have been not to ,enforce the law still in for~e in lhc United 
Kingdom and in this British possession, but he has dispensed the 
present Bishop of Malla, his vicars-general ai1d all pcrso ns profess­
ing lhe Roman Catholic religion, holding any oflice, or place of trust , 
or profit under the Government of Malla, from · the Oath of allegiance 
as established by Jaw in these Islands on the 10th April 182~, and 
2d January 1839, without~ such Jaw havjng been ab~ogalcd, and 
without informing the public, he has ordered p1·ivately, that instead 
of that oath of alll'giance, 'II they shall for the future only and 
simply swear allegiance lo Her Majesty Queen \'icloria t; but , if 
that oath established by law be binding upon the Ministers of the 
Crown and ·Representatives of the S<1verei5tn in the Brilish dominions. 
it is binding olso on Mr. Richard More o· Ferrall, as Governor 
of Malta, and the English anti' Maltese people, therefore, .do look 
in all ordinary cases, for its observance ; if then · any .l\linisler 
of the Crown, or Mr. More O'·Ferrall, has brought forward 
measures contrary to t/ie law, and spirit of the oath of office a11d alle­
giance, he not only is guilly of violation of an act of Parliament and 
of perjury in so doing, but also of passive co-operation with the 
Roman Catholic priesthood lo disturb, or weaken the Protestant Re­
ligion, or Protestant Government ! ill these Islands. It is an essentia I 
principle of Popery, however disguised by some, and lost sight of by 
others, lo tolerate none who are not of that church, and the grant 

• The oath of allegiance of which we spealc, is that establishe
0

d by an Act 
of Parliament passed in the tenth year of the r eign of H. M. the king George 
IV. intituled "An act for the relief of H. l\f. ' s Roman Cathoiic subjects" 
and now since the 2d of January 1839 is established by law in Maltf\. ( See 
the Appendix, letter F. · 

-i- The new framed form of the oath, which is to be administered, instead 
of the other before alluded, is simply this : " I A. B. do swear and promise 
true and faithful allegiance to Her l\'lajesty Queen Victoria. " 

: There are two the opimons prevailing among (he l\'laltese: the one is 
in favor of the English Protestant Go vernment ; and the other in favor of a 
Roman Catholic one, which is the French. The former is prevalent with 
the Maltese liberals; and the latter amo11g Urn bigot Roman Catholics hol ­
ding situations with the civil Government, who generall y are protectors and 
partizans of the Jesuits in l\'lalta. Jlow extended is the latter opinion w e 
cannot exactly tell; but it will be known by a deplorable experienc~ of 
r eaction against the English. Il is a fact, we are told, of which the head of 
the Police is i11formed, " that some leading l\laltese entertain the hope, that 
i f they rebell agains t the English Government, they will find immediate a -
sislance from the l"r cnch; and their hope js founded upon letters that tender 
assi. tance in case of a revolt." T he inspector of 1hc Police, who is an En ­
glishman, and now turned Rom~n Catholi~ since the advent of l\lr, l\Ior e 

.. 
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o f power lo them, till this principle be disavowe d by Bishops, Vi• 
cars-general, Legates, Cardinals and Popes as well as others, in the 
must full and unequivocal language, is .lo liberate tigers, because 
t hey have been harmless when not at liberty; and the even{, should 
this emancipation be fully and legally conceded Lo the Maltese, will 
be, that the powcr·ums obtained. will be used in tire persecution of 
those wh.o ga\'c it, as-soon as it has acquired a proper rpeas~rc o[ 
consoJidaOon. 

And that one may be imprf'sscd wilh ·this truth , and also of Mr. 
More O' Fcrrall's aversion lo those individuals sli II in communion' 
with his Church, who ~maintain the opinion-that Ro man Catholics 
employed under a Protestant Governmen t' can lake without any scr u­
ple of.conscience the aforesaid oath of all egiance-. it will be .not 
out of place 'to come into a short narr~lion of a fact, which, though 
it -occurred some lime ago, yd it has still some connection with 
the present statc ,of (hings under ~fr . More O~Ferrall 's administr~1tion 
of government. 

,vhen Sir Henry Frederick Bnuvcrie, on the 2d of Jann r.y 1~39; 
directed by a public minute, that 'in. consequence of Her Majesty in­
structions, 311 persons, Roman Catholics, holding any office, or 
place of trust, or profit under this (1.overnm ent. who _by the laws 
of these Islands are required to take' the oath of allcgance. 'Shall 
take the oalh above advcrtcd to, instead of that, which is established 
in the general constitution of all superior Courts of Justice in these 

' . 
Islands, the Bishop of Malta and the Clergy asserted and repre-
sented to the Maltese people," that it is unlawful for Homan Catholics 
to take such an oath, because it is disapproved by the Holy See of 
Rome." A Homan Catholic priest, therefore, of a very cullivaled 
and liberal mind, ·and occupying a• p ·ro~incnt station •in our Ro~al 
University, to remove every difficulty of conscicoco from the 1\fal­
tese, who, by the zeal of the apostle~ of Jcsuitim, · have been led to , 
form a· very disadvantageous opinion of the honesty of,such an o'ath; 
he being a public professor o-f theology, wrote and published, at his 
own expens-e, a Tract in Italian, to show the compatibility .of tho 
same oath ·with the Scripture, ~he Fathers o'r the Chlirc11, and tliat it 

'· 

O'Ferrall, has been informed, on the 15th Aug!ts t ult. hy .a Roman Catholic 
clergyman, who heard a conve1·sation upon the suhj cct of a revolt and mas­
sac r e of all Protestants in Malla. What steps wc,·c taken by the Inspector 
'l\'e are not a.ware. · 

. . 
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wa!I never condemned by the Pop.e; bul on lhe conlrary it being 
·approved by numerous Homi-sh theologians and si x Universities; viz­

of Louvaio, Douay, Paris, AJcala, Vallauolid and 5ala mtinca. the refore , 

:ill Roman Catholic Noblemen, •Archbi.shops, Bish-o ps, . Priests &c. in 
Ireland and England 'do lake the said oath of allegiance, wilhoul con1-

promising their Communion with lhe Church of Home, though they 
discla~m .. ~isasavow, and solemnly abjure all intent lo subvert the 
present Church esta blishmenf, and nol to CXC'rcise an)' pr.ivilege l O 

which they arc or may become entitled to. disturb the Protestan t 
Heligion. Thal Tract produced a lorrrnt of persecution against the 
Ucv. Doctor from the spiritual arlill~ry -of the Bishop and Clergy, 

who, ( except lne · Vicar-general for the lime being.) after represen ­

ting the Professor as an heretic before .the public .of Malla, they 
preferred againsl him a charge for heresy before the office of In ­
quisition al H.ome. The poor Docfor sufferred~ indeed, much of 
persecution and ;(nnoyance from the people_ and clergy; and as he 
has no living on the Church, and his salary from the Uniyersity was 
y,crf srnall, aod their withholding also from him every occasiona I 
profit from the Church, the Hev. Geoltcman suffered great penury 
together wi~h lhe family of ·his father, cnlirely depending upon hi.J 
exertions. The' local Government was filled with indignation on 
hearing of. lhc circumstances to which the Doclor•was reduced by 
Urn Bishop and his Secretary, Or. Amato, ~ and thcrefor.e simpathiz­
ing wilh his case relie,·ed his distress and also promised him some 
living, or Church prufermenl in the gift of Government,· when 
v~cant. Since that lime up lo Mr. Mure O'Ferrall's administration 
of governmurit no . vhcancy had occurred for the Rev. Gentleman-, 
but rec~ntly, wh-cn a collation, belonging to Government, was 
vacant, th~ Dr. thought it r1dvisable to avait himself of the promise 
made to hio.1 by tho Gt>vernmenl. In vain dit.l the Professor apply 

lo His Excellen~y l,he Governor, Mr. More o· Fer·rall, begging him 
IQ rarry out the p1•omise he had hall from his .predccesgor, Sir 
llcnr.r Fr d · rick Rourcrie, in o_ousNtu ,,,ce of .its , ha,·ing been 

., ., 

• It is very remar"alJle, ,qrnt the Arch- prie t of Songlea, Dr. L. Fiteni, 
and the Canon of lhe Cathedral Dr. F. Amato, ( the one, the persecutor of 
i\l r s. Bonavia, and lhe other of he r brother Dr. Cumbo,) now sit with Mr. 
llore O'J<enall in lh new Government ou11 ·ii . Canon Amato was th& 
spring tl1~tt pu:,hed op thl' late·old Bishop C~ruana against Dr. Cumbo, al ­
t}Jougt~ lbc i ar-genera l of q1e bi s hop, hi~ as cs 01· and ll the Roman 
<:allwllc seryants of the oy rnmcnl had taken thal oa th of allegJance-. 
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rcprcsantcd to him, l>y the present Bishop, Dr . Sant, ll1,1l the pet itio­
ner is the person, that wrolo and published his wriling5 against llrn 
doctrines preached hy tho late J11 suil Padre llyl!u•, which were lho 
real cause of bis expulsion from the Island, and that also he wrote 

and published an ItaliaD Tract in favor of the oafh n( allegiance as 
ordained by law of January 1839; the collation, therefore, ,-vas con­
ferred by Mr. More O' fcrrall, on nnnthcr clcrg-y11ian, who had 110 

merit in the Church, rxccpl that of btting a re! a ti vr. lo I he Vic,, r 
gener.,JI of the present Bishop, and a p:irlizan of the Jtsuits. 

It is also desirable· an<i nrnst imporlant, to be known, that wh en 
some employes holdi11 i higli office in the Chief Secretary's d<'p:ut­
mcnt insisted and would enforce thP observance of the law of the 

101h April 1828; viz. that 1hc oalh of allcgicnce and office be ad­
ministered to the ,·icars-g<1 neral of tho Bish{lp and his assessor in 
conformity wilh the olhcr l,tw of lho 2d January 1839, which they 
rrfused to take previous lo lheir admittance by the Head of Govern­
ment for the lime being, those employcs ·( wheu His Ex~cllenr.y the 
GovernM, Mr. More O' Ferrall arrived at the seat of bis go,,erorhenL), 
ha\'e been reproved by him in terms '.xlremcly sevcrr, and then 
he pri,·ately directed that Ilic Hon'ian ~alholics in Malta are lo be 
exempted from the oalh of allegiance as · prescribed by the law 
of January 1839 f. 

Now, what does ' all this amount lo, but a• deliberate, arbitrary, 
unjust. and ,despotic proceedi ng lending to promote Papery, aud 
therefore to <.listurh, weaken, discour.agc and undermine the Pro-

• • When in the year 181,2 P;idre Ryllo held the pulpit of the ancient 
church of the Jesuits, he delivered seditious and antipolilical sermons, 
which amounted to maintain the popfsh rlo ·trines "of invalidation or oaths 
towards heretics; and that they may be consigned to death; and also, when a 
Sovereing becomes heretic, and excommunicated, the 1~ope, as vi,ceg~r.ent of 
God, may degrade and dethrone that monarch, ab ·ot ye his vassals from their 
fealty, and transfer his dominiops to any anclvellturer, who may h1Yade his 
territory and become the champion of Catholicism and consequently that 
Prince may be murdered." Against these infernal doc'tri.n1~s, Mrs. Bona­
Yia's brother, published his Tn\ct; it ~s therefore l\ttle to be wondered at 
l\lrs. n. becoming the objec t of Mr. More O' Ferrall 's antipathy, and much 
more for her forsaldng Roman'ism and becoming an lleretic ! • 

-r It is a prevalent opinion among the unbigott cl Afaltese, though Ro'Ilan 
Catholics, that, if. lfr. More O' FerraU would . deal fairly, he ought to in­
form the Public of Malta, through another minute, as his Predecessor did 
in January 1839, with -the alteration of the oath ofallegeance. As for our-­
srl ves we only add to this opinion, that a law is to be repe,alod by au other 
law, and not by private and secret instructions to the courts of justice and 
other functionaries uuder H . M.'s Gorernment. 

7 
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lcslanl Reformed Retigion nnd lo involve its Professors in perse­
cution? \'V.ho can doubt the haughtiness and daring of this dP-fi ­

:ince? Look, o Reader, at the situation and sl_ato of things in Malta , 
and then you will know lhe reply • 
. For fifty°JC{lrs Roman Catholics and Proleslanls hare 1liv·ed in Malla 

in peace aod harmony bu_l, since lhe advent of a Ho'man Catholic 
Go\'ernor ;--and since the clergy, and all those, who hold office or 
place of trust or profit have been reccnlly dispcns..ed by Mr. More 
O' Ferrall from pledg;ing themselves- " To disclaim, disavow, · an d 
solemnly abjure any intention lo subvert .the present church ~slab-

. Jishmcnt,'' -and sli_ll more explicitly, that they ' ' will not exercise 
any privilege to which they are, or may become entitled to disturb .. 
(lr weaken the Protestant Religion · or the Proteslanl Government in 
the United kingdom," we have seen many firebrands .thrown among 
Prote·stanls and Roman Catholics of MaTia ·; such as the most inlo­
lerant and anticoslitutional pastoral letter of the Bishop published in 
~lay of last year 1839, and the exciting and malicious publications, 
;rnd discourses from - the Jesuits and Priests their adherents, that if 
Protestants ·wer.e not tolerant and patient, and the .generality of the 
:Maltese not loyal and well ·affected to the English,. we would ,have 
seen a second ec.liUon of the -Sicilian Ve.sper. 

We refrain from making any observation on the -effects, which io 
a political point of view, such impudent and ill-judged measures 
might produce, were n~l the loyalil.Y of the Maltese and their ar­
fcclion for the Mother Country loo firmly based- lo be shaken by 
them ; because the Jesuits being in possession or the confessional 

• 
to pervert people, and· l~olding forth · from the pulpi't every ser-
.mon in order lo excite the passions of the lower and ignorant clas­
ses, for the specia I purpose o-f opposing the increase of Protestantism 
in Malta, ~l which Rome has taken alarm, they haye al~eady boldly 
declared open war against the Protestant Religion, and obta,ined a 
firm grasp on the minds of the b~tCer classes, the mqst fatal conse­
quences might ensue ; but it is impossible lo pass unnoticed lho s.in­
gular contrast betw.een the, past a.nd present Government's proceed­
ing, with the foreigners opposed to 'PopeTy. 

Some time ago when, some llalians w~s;e engaged lo write for lhe 
local papers, they were instructed by the Police, lo desist from such 
wrilina, or lo quit the Island. Wh en the Jc,uil Padre Ryllo preache d 
in the pulpit of the Church or tlrn_ Jesuit odilious sermon•, 8nd was 
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' defended ill printed publications by the Priest C'tro1illo Mapci,a Sicilian 

r efugee, ( now· turned · Proteslanr and ·residehl i11 tondon) both were 
compelled. by Sir H·. F. Bouverie lo leav·e the ·Island, because'' they 
would not ·r~tract' 'llieir 'doctrines) ~ lu April 1849, whe1:i a S.icilian 
refugee affixed lo the walls of Valle_lla a paper in justification of Si- · 
cilian 'courage;' ill' answe·r 'lo ·a ' vile pJtach which appeared in one of 

.. , • . I 'I" H , ) 
the_ Jesµilic~I p,a_p·er~ il) _lhis 'Island, ~e paper 'Yas r:emov~d fro~ 'the 
walls by th:e [)ol"ice, a-nd the writer rece'ived a similar warrring by or:. 

; • i · ,t 1 . . ' r I ... i [ • , ,. 

der of.l\!r .. :M◊rfO' ~errall. Eurlher, . i.n) h? followin'g M;iy, we have 
seen lhe' trea(mcnl, at the hand of our Governor, or the Professor Luigi 

• ~ • ,., . ' ' .. I 'I • i ..... ·- ' 

Zuppetfa (a Ro_man r.efogee), whicti excited a d~gree of surpri_sc and 
indignation throughout the Island, which bas seldom been equalled ; 

,. ~ • .I • \ I~<' I ( 

and one 'or two.of the cause's_. -for 'wh{ch he was dealt wilh ,_ rather as 
V ,J \,. - • 

a felon than a gentleman clislinguished for legal acquirements and . ' . - ' . ' 
littcrat9re;_,w,er,e the splel\~i~ articl~, lie wrolc in the case of a gentle-
man versus the ·Bi-shop of,Malta; or because he was lately a deputy al 
Home,, o'r oft-acco'unt Qf his' li.bcra(, add' cJOlijcsuilical opinions. '.fhe 

t 1 \ J ' J • --. • - t l' \, ' , l 

learned professor, after having be.en for1 days in .an ambulatory im -
prisonment w.i~Hih l~~ ·)V~lJsror. va·p'°'tt-a, be~a~se fie was accompanied 
some times by two,, and SQme · limes by lhree polico-men in plain 
c\o\hes wherevcr" 'hc went, and dbliged tb sleep at lhc ·police1 office, 

, « ., L .Li l \ 1~ 1 ... ' 

he was_o'rd.e.red by Mr. More O' F,er.r-all lo quit the precincts of the 
Island -within 24 h'crn·r~. 1 So again, .in July ullimo, we have seen 
Hi_s Excellerrcyt seJti,og '. a't, :~ought · b~tb , English and i11ternalio;~:a l 

, . 

laws, "~hi'c~· grant hospital,ily ~o· !hen of all opihio11s, and trespassing 
also againsi;itie !1.aw of.~alur~. a!)d dignity of England, prevented 
the llindirtg of the "Roman refugees from CivHavccchia though they 

l/ ' • ► 
have com~ lo)t~~Ha .wHh their 'r'egular pa~sport viscd by the English 
consul; and tlie reason he assig,ned, was,-lhat had lhe pcrtniision 
lo them .bee~ granled' lo c~me 0~ shore, tfler would p,ul the,cily inlo 
a state of politeiat·· and religio~s fermentation! t This inhuman and 

,, ' ; ' . 
.. _See the foregoing note. about Pad1:e B.yllo's preaching, pag. 4-~. · · 
t It is "'YOrthy to remark, that the Bishop, the -Prie{'ts and ihe J esui ts 

were very much alarmed on he,ar.ing of the arrival of the lloman refugees. In 
fact, for several weeks, till they were ~riven out of the harbour otValletta, 
the people of Malta had been exhorted from the pulpit, or by conversation 
-" that if these rebels to the authority of the Supreme head of Christiani ­
ty should be "alfowed to land, to be careful how to deal with thehr 
" not admit them into their · houses , and .even to avoid ~peaking witt; 
" them, in conseqQ.,ence of being publicl y curs~d by the Roly Father Pius 
" IX." How the _prles-ti ~peek ·- about the Italian .reruiisei, see the illb - . . 

, 

• 
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barbarou ~ act tuward~ won1-en in a family Yfay, a, well as loward5 
boys an d III c II over r u n with w o a n d s, and in l he most w r cl c h ed co n -

di lion from sicluiess a11d disord<\rs,)s lhe mosl precious wor·k of lh9 

government of ~,r. Mure O' Ferrall .actualcd either by . the example 

joined to the letter B in thf> A ppen(\jx.• It is evident, therefore, that if the 
poor Roman refugees had not been uiider condemnation of the " Major ex­
cori1munication," they'would have been allowed like the Sicilian refugees, 
who _ had no qu;,ttTfl with the Pope, to come on shore, by H. E. Mr . .More 
O'Ferrall, a Roman c,itholic an1 faithful subject and even inquisitor of His 
Holine~s• spiritual stip11emacy. nut as the Roman refugees were faightlng to 
obtain their liberty from a dPprcssiJ1g ecr.lesiastical despotism, they are 
now c-0nsirtered by the Papists " rebels against the" alledged " supreme 
Head of Chl'islianity;" becausr, "tl!ey disfurbect, · violated, and usurped his 
temporal ·sovereignty, whose duty of conscience is to guard the sacred de­
posit of the patrimony of tl}e spquse, of Christ," therefore, "they are under 
interdict and Major excommunication" ( See Council of Trent Sess. XXII. 
c . • l de Reform.; and Protestation of Pius IX given from Gaeta on the 
1st Januar-y 1W~\l. ); and as the ll, III, IY.1 and V councils of the Lateran, 
as well as the Councils of'Const· nee, of Sienna, and of Trent strictly forbid, 
nude. the. same conrlernnati on of th greatest excomunication, "every kind 
of protec tion, hospLti;tlity, consolation, and comfort pf humanity from the 
hands or a sover<"ign, prince, or civil governor-son of the c,hurch-to every 
dissembling ohristians of every kind and nation; rebels to the Popedom; 
and heretics polluted with any contamination of error, who, are not to be 
admitted into t heir lands, but dismissed and consigned fo the inquisition,, ,. 
how then could ·Mrs. ,Bonavia expect protection, and how could the poor 
Roman refugees receive co1 solation, and admission into a Roman catholic 
country ( as Malta is 1 , from a person well known as a memb1er of the 
Roman Catholic club in London, and also a slave to 'roman catholic priests 
everywhere,-a bigot devotee and promoter of the. college at J\11,oynooth,­
and a fa-ithtul son of a church, which teaches and commands-" that enga­
gements of any kind, even confirmed by oath with persons guitly of schism, 
or heresy; or with persons who embrace or protest schism or h~r~sy are in 

. themselves u~1lawful and void; and therefore these subjects are not bound 
to keep faith with such sov_ereigns or to -yield them fealty and' obedience 't 
Has l'ius l·Y treated Elisabeth as Paul III treated Henl'y VIII king of 
Eng la nd? Has his holiness dethroued their majesties and annulled 
the oath of allegiance, which had been sworn by. their subjects? This 
constitution by none of the Popes has never been annulled . Henry and 
Eli sabeth, a('.cording to the papists, had patronized heresy and schism from 
the church of Rome, and so does Queen Victoria, and therefore, forfeited all 
( l~iu1 to enjoy the <ionditions of piighted faith. It is true, that •the Irish 
IJisliops, !1urray, Doyle and Kelly, in their examination befor'e the British 
Commons ir1 l826, rliscl aimed all such sentiments with becoming indigna­
tion; this arowal howeyer, has tieen disowned by the Jesuits and their 
apt,st!cs, ""ho have c'c<.'clared "to be refractory to the ecumenical (;ouncils or 
tlw Hol 1 ;.\Iother ttre C!)nrch and to the 1lulls of thP- Hol·y Tat.her the Pope, 
whosoe ver " ill di ~dai m , disavow and solemnly c1bjure such doctrines or 
m·tir lf's nr ra: !11, or does not kee p m .ntal resen'atiou in hi s oath with heretic 
t ~1:• / "0 rl nf the Church," These are the doctrines, spolrnn, thaught and 
µreac hed tot, c ~Iillte se people by the infallible gang of surpliced ruOians. 
,, il o t11ro11gh tlwir prinlrrl rap rs in circulation, gloriously prais1•d and 
ti i ; 11\.;P<l : .'\ •n-P (J' J· err;\l.l rpr his inhuman conduct towards the poor Ro-
nwn •r:· f11~ot~.,, pr ••Ur. ~tl l h 1ro l@il11. (s . ~ ~ lea-Ye, howe-yer, to th 
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of the Emperors of Germany and Kings of Spain Charlos V. and his 
&on Philip II; or of lhe French Kings Francis I, Henry II, and Louis 

IX; '# or by the secret inslruclions and spi.ritual so\'ereignty of Piu» 
1 X and his · Cabinet . al Gaeta! It is surely impossible, that the 
British o~ernmeql can be ·so lo.wer~d and so degraded, as lo have 

laws imposed by the Pope, and follow,e.d up- by a Govern,or led by 
a miscrabl<>, big_ot and jesuil Priesthood? 

Thal the head of this Governmenl ought to be in\'csled with the 
power of removing foreigners from lhese ,Is land,s we freely adm't; 
for circumstances of urgency may, at afiy time though rarely, arise, 
1\'hich cannot be dealt with according lo lhe ordinary proceeding of 
legal tribunals ;,but such a. power ~rnghl ne\' ~r to b.e exercised, ua­
Jcss in cases or great t.·mer11cncy, and never as a means of showing 
ill-will lo the party who sufJ~rs un~er its exercise, or of favouring 
lhe intrigues of lh,ose, who may be his polit~cal or r~ligious 
enemies. But, if we .turn a lillle the rncda I «>f l-J. E . .Mr. R_ichard 
1\Jore O' Ferrall, we indeed, would sec its. p~ospect quite in 
contra.sl with lhc abo,·e- premises. The coi!1 thrn would present lo 
us the kind allention shcwn lo the thich-cloud of Jusuits, who ar­
ri,·ed in Malta emigrants from every p

1
arl of lta!y ~nd Sicqy, though 

lh('y have come w.ilhout passpor,ls. \Ve would sec, that Mr. ~Jo-re 
' . 

( - . . , , ~ 
liberality of 1\'Ir. More O' Ferrall to solve the difficulty, by dividing . the 
work of oppression and persecution to the political and religiou opinton of 
these refugees by him sent back to the fury of wolves and demons, sup-
porters .of the stability of tyranny and Romanism. , 

• These Emperors and Rings persecuted th 'friends of the Reformation 
and executed the infernal plan of the Romish Inquistion in alUts barbarity, 
without showing a single symptom of compunction or mercy. lheir ma­
jesties not only spared no cruelty and s·hocking inhumanity towards men, 
women, and children, but also consign·ed the professQrs of Protestantism, 
without discrimination or pity, to the stake and burned them. And so 
with respect to the Italian refllgees, His christian Excellency, the 'houorable 
Richard More O '.Fe.rrall, bf\S faithfully followed (a far as it "''as· in his power), 
the example of those princes, and executed what have enacted the persecut­
ing Councils and Popes I of his church, and bruttall y 'pc-rsecuted these rebels 
sons to the Holy Fatl)er the Pope. • Jrideed, ' l\1ore O' l<'e.rrall, having· like 
Queen-Mary, exercised his authority in the British dominions, and" pro­
fessed -his resolution to support justice and Catholicism, and to eradicate 
error and heresy, ' 1 deserved to be felicit'ated J)y the Bishop of Malta and h,is 
satellities in the pontiIT's name ; but if this eulogium is not suihcient to ex.­
loll him irr hi's church as a champion of Romanism, we are of opinion, (hat 
for having so happily executrd that exploit for the good of his religion, he 
deserv also to be, pub)jcl y ,eulogis.ed by the Rom.an r,ourt, ai;id decorated 
wit h the two medals struck ii1 th e year 1572; the one by order of Charles 
IX with the. ii, cription "Pietas ex. it;:n,i ju tjtiam," Puny EXCITEDJ USTIC.i, 
and the other by Pope Grgory IX coined at ~ome .. 
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O' F~rrall had allowed lo these ministers of his church to come on 
shore and lo remain in the Island ;-tha t he had recei,·cd them wit h 
open arms , provided them with a ,;ery comfortable dwelling place 
and furnished them with beds and heddings from lhe Govern ­
ment civil hospital,• which is hardly now accessible to the poor na ­
tives ;-that he permitted and encouraged them lo preach and pub­
lish printed doctrines of intolerance and sedition that w-oulci disgrace 
the age of inquisition.#- The liberty of the pulpit, which now Mr. 
More ;0' Ferrall granted to. these fo'reigners Jesuits, has -created in 
Mai-ta a re1igious party, which has manifested itself in direct con­
tradiction to instructions given lo the Governor, by which his con­
duct was to be regulated in the management of the' affairs of Ma lla­
We would see also, in tliis side 'of the medal , the Bishop of Ma lla, 
allowedr by Mr. Mor·e O' Ferrall to affix on the 27th of May oil. the 
most inflammatory writings not simply on the walls of Vellella, but 
generally on the doors of all the churches and chapels throughout 
the Island of Malla and Gozo. 

\Ve s~e therefore, lhe particular protection , which ~he Roman 
Calholics an~ Jesuits now enjoy from Mr. More O' :Ferrall, grea tly 
influences the maintaining a political and religious party, which if 
not checked in lime, will occasion serious consequences . Duri ng 
the last eight months sevt•ral p«;?rsons,. who professed opinions fa­
v ,rable lo the Roman cause, and' again.St the French inlervent in 
their matter between' the Pope, have been annoyed and insulled di­
rec~ly and indirectly . in the stree.ts by some of the lower orders. 
urged by_ the preachih.g of the foreign Jesuits or by their parlizans, 
who secretly from the confessional or by moa.ns of the press ha ve 
formed a party, which if nol curbed will bring the greatest evils 
upon the peaceful subjects of H~ M. the Queen. The Jesuit factio n, 
t~crcfor"e, seizes all lho favorable circumstances that may present 
themselvcs ;tQ create again discord and disorder, which they fo r­
merly created through the aforementioned late Padre Ryllo, b ut 
JlUl to an end by the firmness of the Government of that time. ll 
is remarkable also, that •a·mong the exciters of disturbances and 
an? oyances against those who profess Protestant principles, are 

* We allude to the sermon deliver ed by the padre Zullani in the church of 
t he J esuits on the 3d and 10th June ult. to make an echo and to support the 
pas to~al let~er or Bi shop Sant, issued on the previous month or May, aiainst 
heretics resident in his diocese. 
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lo be found many Government employes. This is then the telerance, 
peace, and harmony between all classes of Her Maje1,ty 's subjects at 
Malla, so much inculcated lo Mr. More O' Ferrall by Lord Grey in 
his dispatch of Novem~er 1847 l # These are the fruits _of the pro­
tection_ and toleration lo which Mr. More O'Ferrall has pledgrd 
himself to maintain sincl~ his arrival at Malla l And these are the 
results of the emanicipatioa or the Homa_n Calholics of Malta from 
the oath of allegiance, yioldeJ to them without reservation by a 

Roman Catholic Governor ; or by any Protestant Minister of the 
Crown I Any minister, then , of the Crown, or any Representative 
or the Queen, in advising, persuading-, or ordering such measures as 
are now going on al Malla, has acted in direct viulalion of the Act of 
Parliament, is guil ly of perjury, and· therefore is responsible to the 
Sovereign, lo the English Nation, a.s well as unto God: and every 
person, who has vo.ted for, or ( directly or indirectly ) promoted 
such a measure for Malta, he is guilty of subornation and perjury. 

We have- now to.ached with succinctness on the serious evils 
arising from the deviation of the pledge given on fhe entrance of 
theso Ministers of lhe Crown or Representatives or Her, l\fajesly 
into their offices, il behoves then those Minjslers and Mr. More 
O' Ferrall, who have advised and directed s.uch a measure as we 
have mentioo·ed, which tends -to promote and encourage Popery 
and therefore lo weaken, discourage and undermine the Protcs•ant 
Reformed Religion established by Jaw, or lhe Protestant Govern­
ment in Malla, lo show, whether they have nol acted in direct op­
position t '! the law and in viol()t-ion of the oaehs of of!ice and allegiance ? 
Whelhe'r any thing of this kind can be done without involving tbem-

J I 

~elves in the awful guilt of perjury, in addition to that of conniving, 
at, enco-uraging and a belling' the intention lo dist,urb, weake·o, dis-

• I • 

courage and undermine the .Protestant Religion and llrolesta-ol 
~ovcrnmcrH ?t · • 

• ·The following is an extract or His J<]xcelle'ncy s instructions by• Lord 
Gre-y, wlH'eh- we have- copied from the G-0vernment Gazzette :- "It will be 
an essenti:tl part or your duty, to promote harmony and peace between all 
cl'asses of' Her. Majesty's. subjects •at Malta', and to enfQrce by eXlample and 
precept a,general tol-eration, the foundation, of Religious liberty distin.­
guishing between the unrestrained freedom of public Worship to every sect, 
and the licence or disturbing estabillshed Religious Jnstilutoins under any 
pretest whatever.'' 

t It is very curious and ttstonishing also to see on the festivals and sun,,­
days tile French naa- hoisted in the balconies and terrMse1 of the housea_ 

• 
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If Mr. Mur'e O' Ferrall woult.1 impflrliatly and - fearlessly perform 

his duty, we do not hcsifole to assert, that he oughti• to in~ist up o a 
the Bishop and compel him to remove from lhe at'I church doors 
a printed paper, which is in direct contradiction lo· the portion < I 
his instructions we ha¥e already adverted lo.-lo · call the .Jesuits 
preachers to account, why they so grossly traJuctid frn 'n\ the pulpit 
our Protestant Heligion, Church', Clergy and Ministers, #'-why, they 
delivered seditious sermons lo ex.cite a spirit of bicker-ing antf di v 1-

sions' which is al present' unfortunately ·so prevalent in this Island 
between Proleslants and Roman f-'alholics; and ou·ght 1HH to all o"'\V 

himself to be led by the nose by a few Priests and .Jesuits, to whorn 
he has given proof of his alfachment, becau.se ministers of his re­
ligion, but mischievious wolves in shepherds .clolh i1ig, whose delight 
is to see the (sland a scene or discord, and Proleslants exterminated 
from the face of. the earth. A predilection for rhe Jesuits was vi­
sible . .immedialefy after lhe change in i\Ialla of a military and Pro­
te~t.anl for a civil and Roman Catholic Governor. Mr. More O' Fcr­
rlall's palace, which is the Governor's r·esidence (· as _r(!prescolali ,·e 
of a Pn,te.slant Sovereign\ and properly of·a Protcs'tant Government). 
was · opened l'o the · Jesuits and., Priests, a1id in parl.i'cular lo Pad re 
:Esmonde; t and Rev. Falzon, · Mamo and Polito. l.l had become also 

• the abode of t)r. Nicholson, the Popisl. Archbishop condjntor or Corfu. 
very notorious for the serious disturbances caused ·by him in the 

Ionian Islands, from which a peliUon signed hy more than 2500 
r 

occupied by some employes with the Government, but notorious 'protectors 
of the Jesuit~~ We suppose that it is by their chil~ren; howey,er it showi. 
no atr.ection to the English Union flag. Who can adventure of what prin -
ciples are imbibed those children? ' 

• During the lent of 1827 the rleigious faHh of ,England had b_een so vio ­
lent\ y attacked, and the English Reformers, the present clergy and prote­
stant missionaries have had been so pointedly abused by a Sicilian monk, 
Giuseppe de Catania, preacher of the order of St. Francis, in his ~ermons 
delivered from the pulpit of St, Jhon's ·church, that he was called on b y the 
Government to account for his conduct; and a letter was sent through 
the Chief Sed·etary's office, informing the ,Bishop ,of M<J.lta, that foreign 
preachers shall not be permitted by the Government •to prea~ih: in the 
Island without a previous licence· from the He~d of Government. Since 
that period till the arrival ·or padre .Rytio aml ttie ·present Go,vernor Mr. · 
More 0' Ferr.all no foreign preacher has been permitted to preach in the 
pulpits of ::Malta. , 

-r An Irish Jesuit or e loquen e, to whom the, lpcal Government during 
Sir Patrich Stuart' a dministration, was compelled ( in 1844 ) to call to 
account ror his intolerant and seditiou ' rmous- and attacks ,lelive.red 
in the Jesuists Church against the proteitant Church and Cler61'Y· 
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persons has been presentcJ to the legislative assembly, praying for 
his expulsion. A-II ~fr. More O' F~errall's p'roceedings s:nlour of 
inju·sttGe •ant.I partiality i~ a great mea'sure owing lo the spirit 
shown by1.tiim, who ins lead of pulling a slop to lhe dispute• fostered 
bet wecn ,, lhe1 ,.Inhabitants of the lsland,-who instead of putting 
down ,lhe evil disposed p rsons working ·oul !heir e nds by selling at 
,,ariance, Military- and Ci"iliaills, Homan Carho~rcs arid Protestants, 
:Mallese •and English, lie., instead >f p~evenliog them, h::is shuwn .. ·evrry 
respect for• t,he 'J.esuils, becaos·o priests of· his bhurch. >\ V,110 t•x­
cited the present Bishop of Malla lo complain to the Government of 
a poor inoffensi ve gngt'ish hook 1

( llead-ing'.~ in Prose , and ni Poetry, 
pubtislied by the Soci•ety fur jfromoting 'hristian _ Knowledge) that 
had betin ' in constant use in tht; Un iversity since the tiu;e of th_e lat e 
Bishop I r. Caruana and of the Rev' . .Mr. O'Malley, tlie He,ctor of lhal 
establishment, and in th e hand of the most z.ea l'ous and) scruput o·u 
Jtocrian -Caltholics, llwit,ho'ul ' excitihg a fear or uspici~n •?· \Vho in­
'duced Mr. Mor'e O' Ferrall to ·banish· suc'h a t56uk from wilhin·the 
'Walls ·ur the Uiliversity 1 W·ho ersua'ct'ed the'· BisJiop • l& ,set' up 
fire-brands instead of preach·ers ih th·e churche· during •the Lent of 
1848 arltl t•849 with a· view ·tb b'anish· fr t) m the hearts of charitable 
l\oman' CathoHcs every senlimccnt- of aftoction for their Protestant 
brethren, by ,showing' that they are ~r:curs~d ·of Goo: and ·consigned by 
Him to the 1hottest corner iri hell? \Vho suggested to M·r: Moro O'Fer-, 
ra·tf. to change i1{ the public 'yearfy Qstimate published m the Govern­
menl :Gazette for the year 1849,the title- of ttie In/ ant school in Valleua 
which 1is eslalHished fo,..b,f,IIIM¥, .w-....,. ..... o lhe poor Maltese and lo con­
fer on it lhe new . title of Englisli. 1 Protes.tanr ; clwol, because somo 
Englislr •residing here have contributed to it ann sen · eir children 
for ins'lruc'tion in •it, as equafty good instruction for children is nol to 
b'e procured elsc,where? Wh '1 haised persectilfon against it, by a 
set of higotetl 'fanatics / and ;p siuadb ' also th e Bishop to r'ulminale 
the sentence of exco01munica1iod a.gaii:lnt the p·arcrits, who s 'nci l~ci r 
children 'to that school, and to give 'otdcr •fo different confessors riot 
to -admtt ~licni· ·to confession and commribion '? And who was at 
the bo ton1 o.f all ' this, but. tho· Jesuits ? An'i:l who conferred th e 
new title 1on (hat insti{u ion·, o f 'a' Pr;ote'stant ,'School~ hut l\Jr'. More 
O' Ferrall, hich before ·his arrival .was never so ca ll ed hy ,a Pro­
tes tant .JO\'0r.nor, and .we have not hearU al so styled by any before, . . 
but by h:mself ? Indeed, many on reading the ilem of the same 

8 
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estim?tc, had som·e di_fficulty in findiflg out _ to wh~t His ,:,E;<c.e.Hcncy 
alluded in his addresi1 to lh.~ CounciJ of G9,,•ernment, l_han the , oaly 
wi~hdra'Yal of£ 100, yea,rl,y._ granted for its sup,port, and to bestow 
them upon tho ne~ iusthutjqp, w,liich was ' ne:a-rly to, b~ ,$e.t• up . by 
the Reverends, Je~uils in. Vallelta. nut as -the mistake·, which .we 
have alluded to was rectified, and noJ .a, s.i1 gle and unden·aple ins­
tance in support of l_he cparge preferred agains~ the said Jnfaat 
school ,has been_,,produced, Mr. •Mo;re 0.' Ferrall;• qn.willing, was 
obliged to yield to the. evid~nce of tbe . time, and thus 1he JesuHical 
plan to rµin that school, became uneff~clual •. 

Such .is the real :mc:l appalling posilipn_ of affair,s .i1,1 Malta:_at the 
p~esent ~nom~nl. \Vhat. tben _is the .duty 

1
0£ all honest -and sin~e re 

ProteslaQt at such a peculiar and alarming crisi~ _?_ Is 119t apathy 
under existing circumslanc~s a crime ? There. are other questions 
well WQrllh considering, and absolutely necessary to be determined. 
The, signs of the lime are fearful .a~~ omioou~. ~he eneQJy is awake, 
unitcd,. ai;id active, the most valuab_l~ insti~utions Qf ~ho ·Maltese are 
in dc!,nger; violent hostility, , ~rbiti:ariness, . an~ . oppr~ss·o~, are 
com.m,on~.: Jesuits, ,Of]Ce re-sta,rled from t_he Js_lagd,1. .lh~y, sprung 
rqpjdly. forward and ~re rcgajning l~cif <!Id po~ilhm,. of influence 
-nd imporlance1 In th.e Js1an~,, tµ~y . are s.warmingi ,apQ fgrming 

s~tt\el1\en\s ,in very ~li~}bile. :P.,osilions ; ·and Ji1ey are ~ra:flilY, forcing 
their way iqlo the confidence of .lhe q-ov ~.nment, aod inJo, th'eil_pos­

scssjon of an unli,mited sway over a P,O:flion of•the peqple. And 
who can say, that here in Malla, we are fr.ee from Po_per,y's Jesui­
lical incursions 1 .By law ".atl Jesuits, and. others J>-rofessi.a g the 
s~mc istitulion are" absolutely ." expelled fr oru Malla and G.ozo and 
r_;rbiJdcn to relurn at any fnlure ,lime to s·ettle in the-Islands;""' but 

( 

our law, seerps a farce, as they parade througt1 . the. lenglh and 
b-realh .of the land wil~oqt one whisner o.t.: sus-piciofl, or one .at-tempt 
to rct,l,rain them from intermed~ing_ wi_th the .e.xecu_li_n~ ,Gorernmenl. 
Jn V,allctta, a .Jesuitica-1 association, is formed, u .. n~er the i titl e of 
Dona Mors: or, the A rl of. Oaying ,Happily, for lh.e pur;pose of per­
verting the families and rising m~ney for its_supporl t.- At Nolabile, 

• The law in virtue of which the J~uits are)anished ,from these Island r 

never was repealed since Great Dritam too,k posse~sion of Malta. Why 
then, should not bP- called baclc into operarion ?' ' 

.r. The members of this association are only females, and no body else i 
pe;·mitted to attend their meetings held in a small chapel ut Valletta , 
11amed "St. Catherina d' Italia, whel'e the sermons are delivered, arid other 
exerc i ,;;es are per•formed wi tl1 tbe door locked. 
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and st. J~lian's,·thcir doctrines ·are tc\ught to. the il;straclor$ or Lh~ 
whole population•; < and the.re · tliey superinted the etlt:tcatfoh o'f the 
principal Popish· laity and ·clergy. But 'these are only lhe1~ ck.now­
ledged, lfecognis·ed and public mov-em·eri(s, In priv-ale, thrif ih.sirtuato 
themselves- io'·evcry ·circle aad•ifss:umc 'successively each- fo'rm

1 

that ii 
likely· to efflrap th·e nfeilk and unwary. They sow disunion ·among 
Protes·tari{s ·by , artful -misrepresentation ' of genuine P'ro!cstant 
doctrines·, whil•e: fhe fof lies, the vices, the ' idolatry, and persecuting 
dogmas of Popery-are ·as .cunningly 'palliated, or concealed. •These 
subtle cI:n'd- mal'i'0 rian t -foes- of mankind, and Lhe experienced deterinin:­
e-0 advoc·ates of'presecurion,·dre t·he· leaders of the 0

1

ppbsile party; 
th~y ate daiJJ• iocreasiag1 arid -g~owitig bofder in the Island', ·and ' 
therefore, Iio farther excuses <lr d'elays can · be jusLfficd on the part -
of the eonscienliou·s man, who -values th

1

e national interest, a;t .stake 

i~ the f:tts,erit~~~~~~p~.,~.tru~~l~ i~ .. ~a!la;. ,. . , . _ 
But, ,w,,e .,do iJnot pretend , to go ,farlher 'gnd th'rougb 'the ,varioas _ 

i\mes of Mr. ·More' 0 .. Fe'rr' il~s .adril1nistrafi~o durj,og' the ?,7 wooths · 
·,. 'l ) 1 , •,.,, .. , i ' .. ,r J · i • •., • ~ · ~ ,. " ., 

of his• gov.erJiment in Ma)ta ; as ,we ,feel ourselves satisfieiPwHh th'a 
correctness of alP;tfrbse' faets ,' aa'd in· .givtng. a sp,~

1
ci~~q

1 
p(.hi; pub·.,. 

Jic ,conduct, jusli-ce, integritJ aud impartiality · to~ards :the· Maltese 
people. A'nd :t' l(bne caifd',friy th ' carr~cthess o'f\the tVuth·hi re st'atei · , ff~ t•·n1_,; 1 .111 .. ~ur j1,,~...,~( •,~ t f.!l',,_ ,~ .. 

of l\fr. More 0' Ferrall's government, except those indiv.iduals, whG 
are of°th~ JeYtli'tica:1 party, .' aod1in ~hos;c 'hands· J .pc(r( of: the;.-press 

• ~ · · ri,,1, J•.~11 ,t J<;•• n, ·1 1 ••• • • , H • ,, ff . , . , 
of M~lt-a. has ifal)ep, ancl ffill,up their pcfges in favor of. Mr. Mor~· 

o,. Eer~~.1! f<'.>_~
1 
~~~fq~f l?,sin~ !\ffei,r ~alary\ ?r. fr9fl) a gr.e,e~ine~si_-q_r 

procormg onie;, Q~ ,lo fla·Uer th_e mtc-resls ·of a few, or to ·gratify 
the appriHe,s :9,f' a1c1:a:ss, 'Y.e ~o · pof fron'der: the·r~'fo~e,

1
( a( Mr~·: 

Bo'na.vfa•~ t.r;e~tn;lent from . him, whose religion permils~.him: iova­
lid'atfon, ~r 1eqaivcicalion of·d:ith : or violatfi:5n •o'f·faith with he ~tids; . 

I ' i 1 • ~ , r· ' '• •· • l { ' 1' 

a~d I qo~w,an~~ hJ:\ll,: unaer punishm.ent to persecute them-. What . 
coinrnerifean' we 1add to ·this dis.play? · 1ihal' _µ. E: Mr. More' (J'.'Fe'i!­
rall ' i.n· ~f~s:·, .Bo~Jy\a ~- # . ci~~ faith

1

fu1ly fulfillt•d what· is 'taught· 
~ ' " t' • I i Ill '., # • ,1 ,, '> , • . f , j •• '. 

t • • i 1~ .., ; '' JJ 
1 

• 

+ Mr. lfolib- O F,errall never 1:Visited .Mrs!· l3onavia's" school wM·Ist · he 
hold the si.tuatio,n. as his ; prel:Iecessors frequently did;· but sinoe she b~s 
been remo¥ed., he paid ·a visit, and w,as -received by. the Afl•ch-priest 'br. t . 
fiteni, the Marquis and MarcrHioness Barbame, lthe Glo1igy and other gentry 
of Senglea·Jinvited ' b'y Dr. ,Fiteni to JoJn ,togethe r in onder to solernniz'e 
H 'E's. first visit. The· remal:es'· school ~as··dec·ked ' with red tapetsry and 1 

car.pets on the ,(l.oor, suppUea biy Dr,. I•'., and,the stl'ect, where the sctfool is' 
situated•, withteilglish and,other'ditfer.ent •flag's . . l\'lr,. 'i\:lore 0' JT rrall n'!;, 'f 
has been recerved with ah'y solemnlt'y -whatever wheu he visitei:ftthe othar 

' ' • : l: ~ I l ; ) •• ' 
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by lhc R omish lbe(ilo gia i1s m the class- books used in the May­
nnolh sem ina.ry.--:---T,hal the Jesuits . anij t'1e ir partizan~ ha\le h i ­
thert o s~; ceeded Mlerably, 'Yell in bri11-gin g Malta into . a stale o f 
discPrd , and may pt:rhaps p~pspe~, h{lyiog. a, noman Cat,holic 1Go,·ern­
or for lpcir prolcclor.-That the Jesuit~, l,hus pro t.~c~ed.~ c.ompass 

hc ~v e.o and e11r1h !~> make English, prosf'lytes in Ma·lta, and to bring 
the m into damnable heresy:~ and i,dolatry .-. Ami,_,. that all Papists 
cordi all_y and unequivocally ,believing1 th ~t. Prot eslaJ1ts are essen­
tial ly An~ichr_iftians. helie_,:p al so, lhal , they are n_ot bo-uod lP ob ­
se rve fealr y;, t,i,om ag <• , allegiance and r bedjcnce,, ~1 hh1h lhf'y swea r 
lo an h <; re t ic Pri ne<', o r _ keep fai,lh wi !h • persons ~ uitty- or heresy, 
or rebellion ag·aiust Popcdom, . but ,t !l!'Y ar~ al Hberly to rise 
rebellion against an heretic. S,oYereigq;, det hrune and- nntrde.r ·, him, 

as wdl as to exl,~rmi ~1ate all ber~lics ·from the face of.~h.~.,, earth .,:,: - . ' 

prim ary school s throu gi10ul the Jst~nd;_ a:nd; the •-otber go vernorf never had 
been- re<reived b,y Dr. F. ·01 , a•ny of the, inhabitants ,of Senglea ,wheil for l-be 
first time they ,,isited Mrs. B.'s school, especially Sir H. F.·Bou.verje who 
had es tab lished the school 'ih that city: We suppose, tha't fhey ·were no t 
recei yed wi.th such hor1ors, b.ecause Jrnretics ; and :Mr. 1\1.ote O'FerraH 
deserved 1that homa ge because. he his RoJI\ai:i· Catholic an~ remoyed an 
heretic from her situatio'n. · 1 

' • 

~ Doctor $le,1in in th~ 1':la'ynooth e.~amination\ .,has:on tttls topic, exhibit­
ed a wonder of quibbing, sophistry;, and , JesuHism. The learned doctor , 
playing ·the artillery l 'of misrepre entalion, maintained', that no Pope, 
speaking " ex catliedra, I' ever· pre posed· such doctrines to the Chu!rch, to be 
belie ved as . re~et;1led . and held as an ~rticle. of. faith. Docton, H.i~!gins, on 
t he same o'cc~sion , an'd with mor candour' and dugrnatism' than .Sleyin, as­
serte.d, that rl@ Ponti.Ill defin·ed f.or the belief! of, the ,faithful, that th'e ponti­
fical power <?f dethronin.& a,nd mµrdering b~retic .kings was (p,un.q~d on dt­
vine right! ( Slevi'n ,' 189; Hi ggins: 275. )' These misrepresentations, eva ­
sions, · or e;xplanatiOillS:' h@wever, will- vanish' before unvarnished slatement 
of facts These facts m a¥. be supplieq (rom the Jmlls and, d~Onitions or 
Gregory vu; B'oniface vru; .Vaui HI; IV; _and v; Pius IV; a~d VI~; and 
from the eight general, holy, and apostolic Roman Councils the rv of the 
Lat~ran, Lyons , V-iimna, Pisa, Copstance , nasil,V of the Late an and Trent'; 
as also fr<>m the extract from the popi sh Bible published at Dublin 1818 un­
ct:er the sanction of the called Archbishop , Dr. Troj·,· which will prove, that 
tJ1e ''.murder of Pro t,e st1,tp ts .' ',i,s authorized in _that Popish Bibi ! (Seethe 
uo'teson Deut. xviii. 12; "Matt. xiii. 2'9 i Acts, xxv. 11; II. Tim. iii. 2; Rev . 
1i. 6, 20 ; x,vii ., 6. ) We i nfl-UsC r ememb'er / -:-il so, tha1 no Pope, or Counc il 
has ever disclaimed such Doc trines , though time and experience have sug ­
gestef ~aati on to· their, ·use. ~This fact, e r.oily, knglade ancf Slevifi admit­
t ed in their examina tions at ,l\tayno oth,, Antl it is tema1·kable1 aJs'O, that 
ever y R~mani Catholi~, 1as fa)1,as· J1is -c rem1s and conscience ·are ' eon·cerned . 
he is bound to .' ' rece ive,, hold, a:nd pr ofess atl ttrat. the sacred , canons an d 
genera l councils , ba ve ideH "ered defined and <ileclared·." 1 'f.he: · rej ection , 
therefore , of the e enactmen ts would 'amount to a violation of 'his f.aith . 
obli galio11 , an d pledge, < if d@ctor in Laws a-nd Divinity ); and 'any person. 
whatever,. wbo ·sho uld i n fringe, or c n,tir'adi c.t ,those declarations, will, a nd 
comma ndments , incu r s , accordi i_g to t he ball of Pius IV , the indignation o f 
Al might y God and lhe blessed P tcr an d Pa ul, a s also of the Church. 
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t-i(j, ~such. pe sons, lhe.n, : can conscientiously adhere lo the com­
muJ).jo1,1 itlld obedfonce1 to ,their chlt1:t·ch, that teaches sdtlvd,oclriries, , 

and o,bs.«H·ve, th ~in Qath, of a!l.egiance tow.ards the Prolestaol Refo ,m' 
ed Chtl:JrOP}aJl~ iPirot,es aol .Gove.rntnent, ,is ,inde~d a~que.slioo of: s9me · 
difficurl-ty h> 'plai'fl ,1 Pr-ot·e~(an( f1, ,,Aye . we ,nqt compelle.d lo :·suspect, 

that l.hc:se µe:rsoq ~:,iwill:t tho~~ Romishi bdie[,: ih;t ,c .got Romis'hrrtiin- · 
science f-(fl.lll l,l,\; :y',·~#iopl , the JesuWcal p;niniGtple !,«{, doing, evil; 'that 
gfJod may comei t'o; theirr ohu.1..-cli ?: .• Ha v e.~e·eo, .tile .. p,ri0 visii.ons · o,f)h'e ~lal , 
Acct ofi !829', IJ'.)t>Sl rea tth,e·r,otisly ·violated ?, We· ·dornolra l • all <J:e.n:r t(1it. 

tbeSe'(leJi Ql)Sr oJ!ay 1he· fact~,ng very. ,dop,scientiou:slyr fo:r, the•grealest, vil­
)aoies and ' inhumanities that ever have bi-en cornmitledHrpon, earlh, 
!iav.e btfen coromjttedi . ..eonscienitv0u.rly~the mos.t attoc-io.us · nrura/crs 
hav,e- be~n rwllpe~ ated, b:y thernJ j n'. Godi's nam:e/, and,iil the thought 

tbat they;;ver .do,ing God~s· sen ice: And,wtiat words. can-Wte e':11press, · 
or wha·Uta n,w;e. c~r:u;.e1i v,e,_iru ,•ou r1cmin\di .o~ :the l\V i cke<lnesSJ OL 1h ~ v irig 
Sil CR ~ll hftuing: thein c<anicience, sear.ed.,with (l!; ho£ ,'iron ' and, 'defi,lell, . 
to.hold . (b.t r;eins. ofra G;0NeDnm'enl1 orf-b~~alf1 of an J1:eriettit· Queed, and1 1 

Nation~? l Lot ,thte,,·Snw~ reigo , ~and b English, Na-ti-onr, run<terstand )'tlie1;1 

measur.cs. propps.e;dffog ltl'e, CX1tihci,ion of aN ·cl<enrents~ e:,ti 1ibet1$ :dfc ... , 
riving ,from • 4e lfr~e.:ds.e ,of .tihe:,.Blhle, a:nd't encou~a,gre.d.Jby ;the itrnst 
liberal minded=18rt1s: ~r~! irt hisl encJoli.cal l:e' ers cfa,te·d 9th Nov,ernb::er 1 

1~46,, and 8,lth;JOct.e1:n~orA849.n1 c •;·,, 1· I ,iii, c :;1 1' .H! , •. .-, ,;. ·.', ·, 

•, liut ,l.hep.c js £}JQt o;e.e.d,t-~ ,e~pa1tira le..- m0re 1 on lh-is ,swbjecl-lhe n, a-' i 

sure is fUted ;up tlo: ifs 1lrnim-'-and •l'h~ ,pg_bJic I of l\fall· 'is11tmw1 per~ .. 
foctly, ,lljrcll of: t'naifl1" airbitaiary, barbair0us ·andt iphdm!nr ,aets1of. Mr· 
Hicha-rd 1\forcbO'FerraUt. 11Artd· i-s , this imainloJiave,l\falla at' hi's1 mer:_ , 
cy ? And how long? Th\c , BoDnish ,,pop,ufa,ti-on· or 1, Malla.'1 afler~en- • 
joying for fifly years peace, and harmony with English Protestants, 
now since the arrival or this Governor ·and Jcsuils, ha,'c flung them­
selves nearly lose for insurrection. The daring conduct or the subt.le 
emissaries of the mystery of ·iniqu-ity, ought surely open the eyes of · 
all Protestants to the nature of their principles :lnd ;lesigns, and to · 
convince them not only of the obscure crusade of rapine, but al so 
of the folly of relying upot'l mc·n,' wth{ cannot conscientiously adh-ere 
to. the Protestan.t Reformed _Reliyion and Prote.ctant Government and to 
the unity and bond o{ peace with Protestant. They a re now only harm .. 
Jess simply br.causc thf'y have not yel liberty. Bul if Prolcslanls, 
should b,: again, in God 's providence, plungC'd into the furna ce of 
persecution, as threate ned with total extermination, through the 

. -
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influence of Popery and intrigues of its Jan issari c8, the operat ion s 
o f Popery will be slill unohange'd in-'tt s character as the persecutor 
o f the sainls of the ·most High. The people of England ' have al­
ready heard or the loyalily of ;officials, who, while ,receiving the 
Protostant's pay cannot scrapolously supporl, defend and-encourage 

the Protestant Retigion, ils Professors and lh c Protestant Govern­
ment; to disregard these things would be, therefore, hot patience 
and policy., but infatuation. Againsl such men no Government can 
adopt any precauliona~y measures. ,vilb such satanic agents in its 
bosom, no .Government whate,ver, but especially a Ptolestant Go-
vernment, can be safe. ' 

There remains but one resource to the People of Great Britain : 
Members of the Gr~at. Chtrrch of pure Christia'niiy, the rest -most 
be largely done by yourselves. You ha-ve seen how Mrs. Bonavia's 
rights ( he.cause she is a converLfro,m Popery) have · been invaded , 
- bow her interest has been inja,red,-how her conduct has beeo 
stigma.lized with foul calumnJ,,~how the Go,v ernment of Malla felt 
not for lrer wrongs,-and, · how her ruler, { -becaus e is a Roman 
Catholic) turned deaf ea.r to her legal. claims and',respeclful repre­
senlalions; nothing therefore remains to her, but an appeal to Her 
most gracious Majesty the QunEN and lo the English Pu sue, as every 
o ther avenue through which redress may perhaps be had, is closed 
to her. Mrs. B"onavia, together with, herr own countrymen, though 
nema,n Catholic will tell Englishmen, that nothing but a Governor 
of a honest and straight forward Enyli.-;hman• of sterling Protestant 
principles will secure the British interest in this Island, and justice 
to her fellow subjects- the people of Malta. 



,, 

, .A.P PEN IJ JX. ; ' 
.. I l • I' 

---'·· 

1·uE following docum~nt-s; will be inlerc-sfing to the Reader; as 
affording dacom'entary proof and illustration of the slateu1ent 'con­
tained 'in the preceding pages; we lay them before our Readers, 
and which · will put .. the public in · possession of facts with· -which 
they are-unacq-uninted :- · • • , , 

. :' ' . ' . . ·: . \ 
[A] 

, \, , "On Her Majesty's service, 
, . . . Sen9,le4., September 30th, I 913. 

" Sir,-,-J beg,respeclfu,Jly to represent lo yoµ, that I am acquai,1t­
ed with a con,·ersation 'passe~ between! a .papist Priest ~nd three 
laymen of lhe same persuasion, which conversation fook pla·ce 

1
in a 

shop al Sliema on Jhe night of 13Lh
1 

inst. where a plan has been 
projected, whereliy l have reason to' apprehend' so'rrie violente 
lo· my person and I lo the , pers'ons of some p'epp\e,. wbo,. ~s.sernble 
every Monday morn~ng ~etwcen thg .~ours of.~ to,10 a! St. Juli.an:s 
to pray and be,ar tbc Scriptures r ... ~ad and expounded. , ., 

"It is cert~fn ,likewise,, l~~.t ' on ' ~1on~a,Y l~sr,, a p~p9n, or: lhe l~~­

thedral (Dr. An.nelto Casolam) dressed with long 'b l~c~ trousc,rs and 
surrounded 'with many individual~ ( to whom w'e know perfectly 
well), came .and . stood near 'the door . of the place where •we, meet · 
and tha~ on the sar,ne day ma~y, Jes~its., ,a,cid~ 'pri~st 1:!_a ~ bf~l,l se,eo 
near the s re£1fs· of our place ; besides whkh, .. ~fler th~ pray.er was 
'finished,. 'soll)e of these people were' in ,t~e road i'njui:ed and attaci{":' 

I ~ ' • J I .j 

ed by stones being thrown on them. 
· "The first a~~utant of Police as likewise you are verbally inform­
ed gf the abo,v , fa~tst a'mi, meantime ha ve pr~mised the .ne«;es,sa~y 
protection: , ~ul I deem jt my d~ty ~o lpdge formally tl~is notice to 
y~u as p~,ced at tpe 

1
head .of that ,Departn3cnl ; and I, ip doing so., 

beg to assure you, Hial I do no,l ha~e the I-east doubt of lhe promis­
ed protection · ,;~ut A only, because the urgent case re9uires• it. · . 

". I .h~g. to _sl~le also, ~h.al the pe~sons a~s~~hling_ d_o so vo~u~it r-i; 
ly: 1 lheref.ore claifll for l?')yself anii them that full protection, which 
is due to Brhish subjects, who violate no law· in work of piefr in 
which' I ~m engaged. · ·. 

"l have tJ1c .honor to be Sir, , 
1 

,•ery respectfutly 

I I 

(Si gned) 
" To the Acting, Jrnspeclor of Police 

F. Sedley ·Esq. 
&c. • &c: &c . 

. 
•.; 

. .. 

yo.ur humble and obed. serv. 
·• On. VJN. BONAVIA. 

' t 

.. 
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To show which is the character of Ca-non Casolaui, -now through 

the intrigues of the Jesuits. is Bishop of Mnuro-Cas l ru, and member 
of the new r.overnmenl Councll. _we s.ubjoin th e foUowing extrac t 
from his letter addressed lo Lord Clifford ; which letter ei~ht 
years ago appeared in lhe Jesuitical paper-The True Tablet. This 
tlocuroenl exhibits •the singular gratitu,de of its writer tow.ard s 
his l> tm factor H. E. the Govern.or,; ,Sir H. F. Bouviede, whose 
iJ1flpenc,~ ,was .employed with Home.: io order lo obtain for him Jbe 
{.;aQlprs;liip of,lhe Cathedral ,a,l .very car.ly {Ill age. We do not .diffuse 
o urselves in our comments; it is sufficient .to p,resen;t ,me-rely the 
document to the Public in order to ensure full justice to its contents. 

' " q6t f accaria streel, Victoria-square. 
: •n i Q, \I ? • , ·1 ·, ,i ' · Valletta, Jfalta, 8th March, 1842. 

' ; . 
0 My L.ord,-1 take tlrn ' liberty of atl<lr:essing you, without ever 

havfog ' had beforf lh~ llonor of bc,1ng regularly introduced- lo You l" 
Lordship. co'nfi8ing in the interest you t~ke oh evt ry sJlljee!t that di­
i eclly br . ifi dir~clly •affects Catliolic interests in any p'ar'L of this em-

• ~ • • f ' • • • , J -' ' .. { 1. ' p 1 re . . • . . . .1 • •

1 
• • • • • • • , • • • • • • • ., • • • • • • • • • • 

i. I , 1'. I , •)' I ' ff ( . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 
. •• } -d6 nol lhi"nk'•it needfol lo inform Your Lo.rd ; hip o'f tfi c attempts 

(that nave been 'm!/de in '42 ybar.s, by innurricrable so·cielies ·establish­
ed in t:ngland, Arr!erica , antl 'France, , v· Pr.~st enta'otize my poor 
countrymen, t~e more o ·as they cooside·r ·Urn ' Malt~se}, he fittes t 
people, (r 'once fuade Pro,tcstanls, lo .spreatl that · persuasion 'in all 
~he· countries ~hat h~ve tbe same language: b ing the prevail~ng one 
from th'e Taurus to lhe Atlantic ahd frorn the Medilerranea·n to ·the 
lndiarr 'Occhn.-These allemRls had the s4me r'osult lh ' t th

1ey had 
el~ewhere'; and I a'm a~le to · ;prove t:d ·a1iy bod , thahn:4~ years , 
with atl the means that man and whealth can give, tlief 'wcre no t 
able to pr~vail on a!lY in~ividµ~t' 'to .abandon ' th a c_ifnt if~~ lh . 
Besides the Sectarians we h~ve another enemy qi h P)Orf d~nge­
rous, namely the llifugia'ti 'J'ialia-n•i, who fl ·re, g . i1e ta ly ip;·eakiog, 
lhe' worse and most pernicious C ass' in (Malia ;·' tri'ey iir~\!od ~ce hem­
selves every where as uhfort&nate' 'persons. fu .alrl Fs c/f' l ib'erty ... }' , ' ,u· h t t• , .• l ., l f h;. fl 1lh 
• • • • 1 • .° • • • ,• ; , • , 1fll C3fS In .mx CJ :i~: 

1
°C

1
0O. ~ t 

1
d~ eSe 

p.ersons have d ne a ~real deal of'ha rm in the' mtl or the t\faltese 
Yo. uth . - , <. ) . ., ' , . ' - , • i LG ', ' • . I !!'>, 

• • ... ... • t • · · - •• •· • ••••• • • • •. • • ' • r • • • .. 
. • . ' .. .' .. .. .' . • • Not co'ntcnt w'ith the th'rcc,1t •l)'e~• ordered 
the Arch-bishop ( in his 8.5th year), to ·su spend' Padre Ryllo, of .o­
riental notoriety, lo preach any more in churches; unde'r ii ~ p~elext 
!hat this venerable fattier in the course of some lec tures, 'he was 
delivering at the church of the Gesu, on the connection of Natura l 
Philosophy and Reveal ed Heligion , he had dec lared himself favor -

. able lo the oi,inion of lh e so ve rei gnit y of Lhe people t . ..... . 

• The Governor, Si r H. F. Do uve rie, i· See pa ge so; a_nd t he note, p. 49. 

·• ' . .. 
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.•. •• : Governinent not content wi'th. this, gave another blow, 
by r~fusing Jo 'give lo the promoters of the College 'it lhe Alhe,go dei 
Cavalieri 1Jtaliani1 ( property of the Crown), on leas~. whil st the 
Alber-go d' 'Alemagna -was g_iven · ip property lo Queen_ ·Adelaide, for 
building on ils site a church for . the members of the established 
Church by, law ·in England and Ireland (but not in Malta), about 100 
in number in ttrese Islands, and · not Maltese, lo whom that build ing 
appertained as national properly. , , · 

"I wish you, my Lord, to consider if il is legal for a governor' lo 
prohibit British subjects to choose wherever they like r:_e ligio us and 

. literary instructors? •.•• : ...• If it is lawful for him to sus­
pend Jesuit~. ·even if they are British subjects ( Yo ur Lordship 's 
honourable-brother included), from preaching or teaching in one of 
Her Maj~slyls colonies? t If acts such as th ese are lawful in a co­
lony, I have nothing else·, my Lord, lo say, I ·sha ll in that case en­
deavour to persuade my countr.ymcn to submit lo the will of God ; 
but if they·are ·nol lawfol, do you think thal we arc to remain mu te, 
~nd suffer .to be viiifieil in wliat ·is dearer lo our hearts , not to of­
fend our beloved Queen's repr_esentalive? It is impossible •. ... 

. . 
• • . I • i e · • • I I • • • I 11 • • • • I 4 e • • e • I I • e f • e I I I • 

" I remain my ,lord, ·· ·· 
Your Lordship / s most obed. humble servant 

,- ,,,. ·(S igned) . ''ANNETTO CASOLANI, Cantor.'' 
. . ' ,, . ~ . 

The ne:xt document to which we solicit attention is -a translation 
of the ArticJe 'in the Osservatore Maltese, edited by the resuits : · it 
displays lh·e same spirit and character emblazoned in the for~goin g 
letter. The ~r 'liclc runs on in the followipg manner,~- , 

, [ B ] , . . . , ,- . 
1 I t 4 , _, 

" The pride of the wicked, who were endeavouring to exa.Jl l~em - . 
selves against all that is attributed to God, is al last humb led. The 
malignant plot of the s~ditious, who, wilh a view to work, more 
covertly,, the supplanting of our religion, were continuing to dec~ive 
the people, ~ is ex1fosed and confounded: the calumny and intrigue· 
devised ~y these miserable persons, fugiti ,ves · proscribed in every 
corner of the world, to prevent the unm skiog qf lhe'ir secret ways, . 
are al length belied. After this, the good people of Malta will no · 
longer be ~escribe'd abroad as rebels and unbelievers, as Lhe'se in­
terested and false friends were describing them, and which, wilh 
g~od ~eason, they were reputed to be, on account of their contact 
with this peslilentfal r~te. The pastoral of His Lordship, the Bishop, 
is a document dear to all good Catholics, lo all cilizens. In fact , it 

' ' •• J' ; . • . • 

• The Jesuits Rylloi, and Esmonde. - · 
+ We th,ink, that _Canon ~asolani, whilst wrJting to I,.ord Clilfor!], had 'for ­

g?tten, though he is ·a lawyer , the still existing law of Ap1)l 23, 1768, in 
virtue or which the jesuits are for ·ever. l:)anishcd· from Malta and Gozo ! 

9 

r 

,, 
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clearly shows how pernicious these secret meetings. may b.c ta the 
welfare, and dangerous to the public tranquillity of society. Because, 
in these wicked sects, they first teach. to doubt, then te deny openly, 
and at last to vilify and lo scorn, the mosl s.acred truths of. our 
religion . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . · • 
• • • . . The excellent missioiiary Father Rylilo to d_i_verL this 
danger, had undertaken to treat of a series of argume11ls in hiSt ser­
mons, tending lo show the close tie between religion and social and 
individual welfare. In· eight discourses, a.i which the flower of the 
city assisted, he laid Lhe foundation of his thesis, and he proposed 
on this to ere~t a wall of defence to r:eligion aml to. society agaia.s t 
which the ministers of the pFince of darkness were al·read-y plotting•. 
1 hese clearly- perceived that their deceit could not much longer re­
main concealed, and that, al last, unmasked and confounded, they 
would be compelled tu beat a retreat-But cal.umny on. the one part, 
and envy on the other, concurred at that Ume to silence the I-earn­
ed orator-And oh l how many calumnies have we b,eeD obUged 
to hear against innocence, fvom him :who should have defended i~ t. 

. . . . ' . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The pastorate of Hi.s Lordship the Bishop aims al this remedy- it 
is a wrillen evidence of the importance of those_ discours-es 
to which it was eviHy: desiied lo give the name of subversions ; 
whilst if tlios_e, discourses had been continued,. the dark workings o f 
the corruplers of Malla wou~d ha_ve been exposed by. ll)emsclves, 
and: their plots would already be despis.ed by aH; th_e.re(ore E~cle.­
siastical authority would not no'Y be under tbe necessity of h~~ing 
recourse to the solemn threat of-spiritual censures i~ orde~ to pre­
serve the religion of this peopl_e." 

This production being t,he offspring of the Jesuit~ is un~or\hy of 
comment. 

[ C] 
(Translated from the Italian) '' Govern~l 'Y!-,( Pri.,1pat;y .~qh.oqT, 
"On Her Majesty's Service. Senglea 15t.h 1'!,arch, 18~9 . 

• 
Sir,-A~ i_n the. visilalio!1 you nia~e lo my schoo~ 09 t~.e '7i~h io:5 

accompanied by tbe boys · teachef Giuseppe M~~iona, therei were 
laid before you several verbal cb.arg.es against f11ie, by which I feel 
my conduct in my. public. and pr.iva~e capaci.ty slandered and injllr­
ed, permit me, lherefor~. lo, inform J OU,, that on that 'fe~y day. lh,e. 
said Mr. M. has been requested by my consort., as it ap,pears from 

• An allusion to the Protestant Clergy and Missionaries, who from time 
to time had discharghed their sa cred duty in showi,t1;g ~o the Iµa l,t-ese, the 
e rror s of popery. · 

+. ~n hint w ith reference to Dr . Cnmbo' s publica tio,n agqi,UiS ]Jy Ho's 
sed 1ous sermons. 
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lhe cocl-0s-e.d, l-0 Sti·h.sta·ntiaf e wilhia 48 hours, at least one of the 
chargeB be has ,pref erircd ,ag-aiosl me. 

"M,r. ,Mad·ion:a has b-ecn asked -to do so, on the ground, that he 
w.as tlirec-t-e<f by ;you on that m-0roing to make a reporl containing. 
the sai-d rvec-hal accqsalions, in <;>r-der· lo be transmitted by you lo the 
Oh,i-ef Secr,elary to Government. \V;hether Mr. M. has effected up lo 
this mo,meot your order, 1 am not aware; therefore, as I ,intend 
lo avail myself of your verbal advice given me also on that day; 
name-ly-" l~at ff l ·fe~l _myself \"\'ranged and my oharacter and cou­
flud injurt¼d by Mp. M. an ih0norabte man and of a very respectable 
character, a,nd I i~teod to p,refor -any claim against him, as your au~• 
thorily iS ,loo lrmHed, I a,m at liberty lo apply to th-e head of the local 
Go'7e:rnme-nt lo obtain r.edr,ess for the ie,·ils J complained of;" viz. 
fof' lhe~nsults, outrages, •slanders, oppre,ssions, irregularities, abuses 
au~ othc,r thit1gs ,of such a kind done lo to me even vn your ,presence, 
by lbe said ,Mr. M. and his Assistant Giov. Bonello, l have, lh{)rf•­
foTe, to request you, d1e favol' to inform me ufficially, whether the 
not~ of lll'e al'tioles, .all edged, missed from my school and the report 
b~ you ord(}red to Mr,. M. with -reference lo my person, have been 
forwarded lo yiou ac·cord,ing to the instructions you gave him ? and 

. if they ,have :ben s-ent, t-o be pl·eased also lo furnish m-e with autheu-
licated COP.ies of them. • 

"And ~6 on ithe 1same morning of the 71h. inst. in an·swer ·to the 
cltarges brought agait1st me by ·the sa·id Mr. M., I sla1t:e<l to you "that 
I canttol be answerable for\vhat rri>y 'School-ro'0rn1co·nlains, bt.tt ·only 
for Wh-at ~s -in my custody,, because when the school is o,1er, I go out, 
a·nci tbe keys of, the rrooni do not remain with me, but with the 
porter 01' .his wife, wh0 with his family during the night sleep in this 
sch~0l-rot>m, '' and f.0·r this reason, which I gave you, Mr .. M: taxed 
me wilh ,a liie and .,dander a.g:.aios.l that family, I have lo inform you, 
that ·on M-onday morning the J31h inst., when I went to my school 
to begi11 .instructlion, r l foun.d( my pupils ··present), in ltt:e window, 
that o,pens toJ H,ra:da S. Loren1Zo, a blue dish,• .a Huie bhokco, soil,ed 
witb clu~es a,o~ egig; arnd.,on a for.m, a broken• knife, sQilc-d .a~S'!-1' wiLh 
the ..S011\e~ m-f)flerii.a•l-s · and, ,tb..e'reif o-re· >~a-ving. a-:Ued>; f..or w;itnesses the 
P~tice•seriiemal B: Nr0~ 2.(Wih-osn·tiame is . , .• Buhagiar) and Mr. M1 .'IS 

w-ell bS Jl-01a; ,V,jsc;&so 1he1 wife 0f iour poTJrer. who, ·beingirnsked in , 
tbei«' ,pnes~rne,,a-,nd iOlf -all dle,gir.1s ih ,1be schQol, akinowledg·ed that 
th,e -dish 1an4 knifu, bel-0uged to,her; which last ;uigbt <hell' daughler,had 
tef{ in tb.at win<l~w ,af~•er •tbef ha'd 1made an omelet·" :.. s·he tibon look 
thetn awa~.• il'his ,confession \vas ma'de, •on rhe ·after~oon; thus,drn 
dish and knife ~0 soiltrd, 1'.Cmaincd do my · soboui -: roum the whole 
time of the mornin~ and afternoon iustruetion. You may consider, 
Sir, what would have been my shame, if any vjsitor had called to see 
my school : I-can monlio'n the name of lho Doctors and Captains of 
the Hoyal Navy ,whu several limes came lo visit the school. I have 
lo submit lo your cons,ideration also, that 1he &aid Police-man , 
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observed, lhat (he room, where our porter and his family live, is 
contiguous to my school-room, and cannot be locked up, put by 
1hemselves and from lheir side, so that he remarked; that they ·are 
at liberty to come into the scho0l-room whenever they like~ I trust, 
therefore, that the school-master, Mr. Giuseppe Madiona, will not fail 
to inform you wilh all these circumstances, who, I presume, _will 
also forward lo you his report together with the present, to whom 
l left it sealed. 

"Thence, you may observe-; Sir, lhat yesterday, being Sunday, my 
school-room was at the disposal of the porter and his family, as it 
was before durin.g the past vacancies in summer, the days of feslas 
and all other holidays during lhe year, in which school-room. the 
porter and his family dined, took supper, and slept together with tho 
lrnshands of the daughters, when they came on shore,from ·on board 
of H. M.'s steamers·, where they are employed as .sai_lors. The 
evidences I can produce are nol only in support of lhese my asser­
tions,-but also for establishing-that the porter and his-family held 
in· the school-room and during the night, balls, bad quarreUs, noise , 
and drunkenne_ss, in such a way, lhal they made my school-room 
nolhlog less than a kitchen and place of obsccnily. Of all this and 
other incoveniences arising from the contiguous dwelling room of 
the porter to my school-room, the late Director, Canon Panzavecchia , 
and Mr. Madiona, arc aware, but it appears that the latter now feigns_ 
to -be ignorant. of it and is using every means to vilify, outrage, op­
press, slander and insult me, even -in your presence and of other per­
sons who occasionally come to my school, while fulfilling my public 
duties; in consequence thereof, as I have already made to you a 
verbal complaint of the irregular conduct of Mr. M. his assistant 
and the porter, who seem -to be conspired against me, and for which 
l requested you · to give redress, and you, as it seemed to m'e, have 
not•laken any step to prevent sarh conduct for the timo·lo come, 1-' 
have also to make a report lo you, that the insults, annoyances, 
outrages, and other irregularities from Mr. M. towards me, and be­
fore, my pupils, · are growing wilh< such a unbridl.ed rashness, that 
not only ho.di laid h•s ·hand· upon my·foce, ,but made me to, apJte~r 
ignorant of my duties be'fore. the parents· of. the pupils, who1came lo 
the school to present tbeir1 daughlcrs for admission; reprimancJed and 
scolded me befor.e the giirls; and beat with his hands o'n the· boards 
placed against the walls of. lh.'e scho.ol, and· on the table before. me, 
and wilb his feet on lho fleor. as if he were deprived of reason, but 
also, contemning all that I did during the instruction in ever\y time he 
came to school, he lhrealened ·me to make a wrillen report against 
me. 

"My school having become, a stage for squabbling scenes, for 
which r,cason (l can frankly say, that not a day passes without being 
insulted in my school and interrupted in my official dulies by th o 
said school-mas ter Madiona) I cannot go on in a way so irregular, 
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confused and blameable, "Which, as far as J am able lo judge, is 
working the ruin or- my school. Any body who understands what 
instruction is, know_s very well, lh,ll in such an eslablishme-nl we 
must cultivate and_ not create struggles and difficulties to exhaust 
the patience ,of the teacher and discou.ragc the pupils, who on ac­
count _of the bad -~xample .are ~iverled from their studies. \Vhat 
parent would send his daughter lo a school where s~e iwould likely 
learn rude and .quarrelsome deportment? , . 

'.' Having in, the b~st and shortest way represented to you my sad 
posilioo with the boys' teacher Mr. Giuseppe Madiona, especially 
since the 8th 9f Feb. ult. I hav~ to entreat you to ~ake into your 
consider~li~n the cont~nls of this offi_cia I report ;-l9 furnishJ me 
with official instr~cfions lo e,nablQ me how l<~ act for the future;­
and alsQ lo give !l:pro,rppl ,remf py~ that the Oagilious proceeding '1r:ld 
irregular ;con~gcl qf -the said M~. Gius. Madiona and of e,very person 
abetting him, be immedi,a.tely curbed. . , 1 11 

"I h~ve the honor lo. be , .. 
Sir, vour must obed. servant. · 

( Sign~d) .," MARIA BON~ VIA. Cul\1BO 
"To the -Marqµis B,;1rbaro di San Giorgio . Mistress, . 

Director of lhe Government Primary schools" ,_ 
&c. &c. &c. 

, ~ • • .. r ,.. • l . , ' , « j ~ .. , • • 

Mrs. Bona.via left 'wt'th,Mr. Madiooa the above report\ and .reque,St­
e-0 him to forward- "it .to rho Di'.rector•.v \Vhelher the Marquis received 
it, Mrs. B. is not awa.re; but · certain 'it' is, that Mr. M: cont(ntied·, 
with even ~or'e ' .~r_rog:a,nce hjs'' i-rre~~tadl(cs and )ospll's low~rds 
the school-mistress ; on good .ground, tnerefore, Mrs. n. W.<JS led 
to conclude ·that th·e Director had received her report, but he took 
no notice of its 'conterit-slli1 l:Jnder ,· this '·~onviclion, and pot ?knowing _. 
what bell~r 1 9urstt·fo·,iU"s.tle' for 're ~rainidg Mr. M. 's j f gulir' ~on­
dncl, ·:amf/fo~ ~b.l?i~

1ing:,iclJutar/ reddr,~~ \ ~rs . . B. ;ippJi_e~ lo lije; G,0- 1 
vernor, and ,therefore1sh0i:wr(1le 1to:thcr Marquis as f~llows ·:-.- rn··• .. · 

' n,, ,. ,. •'! - t i• ._ ti , . ' , , •: · J t' l c'. H l' 

(1.rdnsld~'ofi"'ro'm'~lie lt<t,lififtLU, ~'.ll .. H'H.f ·.;:, t1,ir, • i),·1; "'··1 ~' .• 
••··,. !,;,. i!f, . · . Jl '>', fl •~ .. , ·t I ri , to,1 ~ ".-:.u 1 • i; ,,1 1,.r ,1cl t~.· ' ,.,il ~ ~f 
, .. un P,• · , aJ~sty:.& ~fr,~we .•J a , ·:· · "' finp.er14mp;nl t:,rim,afy 'Synool,.. 1 

·: I • -; • , , 1' ')I t. • I I • [ nP. Senglea ·3,0th Matah:1.1&49.1 
,, "Sir,-I ·inn sorry ti6· 'be under the necessity ro·r fca1 I again'to1y}()ur• 

ritemg: 'y ' tliaf on· fn 17th 1• in tr irl'the c'visitafion'Hyou ,.w·~ lfe 'Tr 0iriy · 
sc'~oq), ~-~co' p~li(ifc1; ~y ,lf-ie t~P.YS; ,sEh9q1:~a 'tbr ~•µs.: .Ma'~rJ?, ~.0 

·c.! 
(~'.lr.· l\1r. ~ in ,.m~ pres~nce i!Orl ,,of a 1,Lh:ft girls.,, i.n the schooJ, pne{er-; 
red against me a verbal · accusation; the iheads ·of which a,re.··the 1fal ... 
Jowi~g :-· That P_the pup 'I's; .:rtio a'tte'n~.ed~ a'nd .. ~o' altehd t~i( ~h.ool, 
never lpar(\ed any thing pefore the 9th Feb. ult. ~hen he~ti,,msclf 
began lo leach them, and superinled the cla·sses of the nccdle-w:ork; , 
- That the pupils are going now very s~lisfactorily in the intellectual 
and indus(rial instruction; that several articles belonging to· Lhi 

• 
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school -al'e mi•ssc~ from it, witlloa\ having be·en us-cd, 9r appt-O'piriat­
ed hy sany p:elr'S'on wlf\,a'tsoever, ·OOt by ·tn'fjself ;--lhat the articles f~T• 
nisbed ty \!hie ·G·ovtern:ment for \e'<lcl14ng the b·eedte-\Vork, and the •~­
strucfron 'Of lby pul:)1ls t11te tonsumed by ·m~ ne>Y in ,the 'st'hoiol, nor tn 
tn'e insittuction ;-that l ao n'Ot faHHl my ofliclat tdutie·s, ·nor .... am I 
sut,ordinal~ lo him ;-'-that I a'l'n iso -assuming, ttbM I f>1re-surn-e t'O be 
the ·diriCclor of.the prim'ary 'Schoots;-:a-n'd biecaas-e 1 wished to revert, 
on that very moment. to wlrnt M'f'. M .. told you agau,st 'rn-e, b-e added 
moreover lhat J do n-O'l tell the truth, n'Hrd thal I sfandered 'S-ever-3, -per-
5ons, ·among whom, the Ar-ch-pri-e'St JJ.r. L. Fit'eni -thep,iti'Sh-priiest <>f 
this tvty; • Atid a'S to such accuslltions 'OT assertions by Mr •• f. 
preferred ·aga·iinsl me, 1 rep:Ued, "ltrat they ar-e Without any founda­
tfon whatever; aTid 'tha\ I 'Can prove Urn con~'ralfy If-or my- justific-a­
tion. ,, . · Y_ou, Sijr, 'l'to\ ,on•y Tefu~ed to hear my re11s-01n, and .,,roofs 
which I tou1d ptodtTce on that rnomen\; bu1 Tath't'r confirm<"d wl1at 
Mr. M. told you against me. and y-ou dfrec'led b1m >ats·o to WTit:e down 
a note of the articles, alledged to be missiflg from my school ( that 
they ,m,gbl b-e ma'<ie again~ through Mr. S. Bugeja, an'd the expcn­
.s-es to be ~bated from my sal,ar'y 1, and to forward it to you, togel her 
with a W11'i1lcn-report on what b-e said agMnst m-e, and 't'hat you -would 
transmit them both lo the Chi-ef 'Secrcl-ar_y tio G'Overnm'Chl. 

+ Mr. Madiona called Mrs. Bonavia '' a liar" and ' 'slanderer," because in 
contrMic'tJiog his :aot\l'salticn11, !eSpecli,aU'y 'Witb .riespect lo Ute :articles -al­
ledgied tone missint trom oor scbool (a:nd oetng ;anxious t-0 t',emove from her 
character_i3n ill!puta.tion, which ~o.uld amount to .a cr.ime of r~blJery ~,, -she 
stated to tbe Marqms :-" That if be was wl1ling to find out the articles 
belonging to he-r sch!)o1, 'lie ~otrght to 1oo1rfor 'Some t>'f them, In the sbop of 
the tporter of the school O't' in 'the room where he Uves 'Wi'tm l1ls f-atnfly ; and 
fOJ' Ule rest, as !dates, boatdis _with -spelU.iag tessons, i&c-• ., tie had t,o lfflo~ in 
Mr. M. '.s school-room, whcr.e ~e_y had. .beeu tak-en, wb~n -the Arc.h-pNest 
Dr. Fiteni. had set up, wlth the consent of the ·then AcOng Rect0r., the 
Canon D'r. ' Psail ; in 'l\lr$. M:.js· 'atid i\f s. 11b. 1s 'Schoo1-toorb., ~n evening 
sch6ol tor Ure ~tit!\ -engaged .dettihg th'e d&y t-0r ,gilihing tbe!ir ~~ippoTt. 
·without attempting ;to enquir-e, whether' the Ma.ll'quis ascm1:bi en that o­
torious truth, denied by Mr. M., but all edged by Mrs. B. to controvert the 
grave charge and infamous fabrication made against her o(l~a>Gter, iJ; suf­
fice~ f~~~st~ be iqformed from a,good quar'ter; that'..sfnce 'Mrs.:B. ·s dr.iven 
out of har siru lion, "th~ ffl:arq'als Director buit'ded op the doGr 6f'ttte room 
odcupied 1b)y the p.orter d ~ontiguous to the females' school-room; and that 
th~ SGhpol-,tnaster -0oesrno-t ··1.1terfere ..ahy more Wiitb Ute newiy . a~poiinted 
sciµloJ Jl'.4S,t,rp_ss' duties· w~ ~r tl1)0refo1:~, , h~t th~se. aJt_e~!~ious ~n that 
school, .sup,Ply. to the, Puo 1c a good grouna lo form (h~1r opu11on with re­
ference1td1Hie weight due to the eha1· es · matte-against' 'M~. 'lJ. ; hd ·to tbe 
partiality Which inOuenced ,'those~n auUmr-1 yin their"deahngs wrth her. 
As 4ior oursel•ves ;we.deem 'it -unnecessary to :giye aa.:y further eitplanation. 
respecting the veraoity of Mr. M. 's accusation a~ we are quite satisfied with 
reminding the Reader what the chief secretary told Mrs. n. "that there 
is nothing with the Government that militates against 'her conduct and 
character;" and also, that the note and report orderetl by the Ma-rquis 
never were made b the school-master Giu eppe Madiona; and there­
fore we may say with Virgil :-"ex_uno di!,ce omnes." 
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".A~<\ as,these JCcusaUQQ.s have been verbaHy atld offici~lly pre-. 

ferroo> by w~r,d. o,i ~Q writing agclinsl m:e · b;y U e s:cho0it-masl,er G. 
M. oq t~e s~q1e, 4ay, 7th i Qst ,~s you ha¥e, heeo a~reaidJ in(Qrmed by 
hi~·O\l t~o ~QrnJQ.g. of the fo.U~wing day lhe 8th ) he, ( Mr. M. )-was 
i;~qu~ted by l~Uer, w-rit~en biy my cons~ul, tOJ s.u.bslafilli~te within 
~~•h tiou,~, ~[ ~~t ·all, ~t ,least one o.f tb,ei . tharg·es he prefer~ed. 

. ' . ag~m ~e -, . ., ~-
"The- tip], l\~vi_n;g e•~pireJI, aad M.r. Ma_dion:i. (as far as l k~ow) not 

having established his tccusaliQ ns against my cond.a.ct and eh11rac­
ter bo~~ \I\ ~J' p~bHc an.d pdvate- capacHy ; aiod> he.eaQse U-wa~ my 
~ty, as it \ii of ev-ery O:t\e lo defend and clear• theiT bonoir (,;t>m aoJ 
st~in lh,al may blemi~h i'l; wlshiHg, als~. that sueh ci.rcutnslanees. 
s~y\~g~, i,nooq,·~n,enees, abo~es, iusegulariUes, , ·conlempli tQSH· IIS, 
oulr~g~~ an.d otl\ef ihings of this natu.re, dur.ing nine, ye~rs, up t{(), 
t~e H~~ ~, l~e bo,ys' l~~•~her. Gius,<?p1Jle Madiona, 0ir atilt}'· p~11s-on or 
parso~ w,~tqv~r acc,omplices, pe.-petradedr agaiost ~e ant) by me­
suliered ii,. my ~ai~ c~paciJy of sohoot-r:n.i:s.tress wi l nol cQnlinne· 
al\Y l~ol~A\ I ha.vc1 tQ i~fo1nr1 ~ou. as the- llirectQr of the Prtmary; 
sc'10,c;>.Ls, t~,t Qilil. ~'1,e. 20th inst, I laid before. H.s Excellen~y, ~J:\e, G~­
v,~oor ~ r~pr~af,nlatio.1' ~ad: ,e.ti~i·on. on tbiS. pal!lic.u\air, ask•n~ his-, 
QO~~dera\io~ ·i)nd d,recUons• upon waat is lhe:reil\ ~.0,otemplated, 

·.' I. h~v~ tJ:ie h_on0it to he 
air, .,, y,-0ur obed.. and humb.le servaQt 

. (Si@Ei <},) ,., M!AUA '.BONAVIA CUM'.BJQ 

"To lhe: l\'.l~iqq,s,B3r.~iro di Sau Giovgi01 Miiseress." 
~i~~~hu; of th_e G~~tr.Qmcnt f r~fl){ary Sotlo.0~" 

. ~. ~ ~. ~ . , &o. 
~~ ~-
,' ., . [D] 

( Translation from the -1./JOJitJ.n,) 
"· Q1 ,iu;, ~~kg' s.- &rviee.. "G.ove.rnmenli Primary, School. 

Se.1'1,g.l.eiii 28 th Ap,r-il, . 11849, 
"Sj ,_-:"' s,g~'-' ~h& gov.e-tQIJ)t(!Ot tiamal-as'1 p1ima1\r sch0i0J has been 

e~bJM-he4 •is: l~s lioiwn,, i,~ w;as aJ~ay:s, hh custom, tiillil bhe 23 ins,:f. 
t ~c~p l~e do.or ot the ~aid s£11iool ~anred! frou tbe, iosi:de ~it ani 
iro,n ~}~; ~n.d. thj& Jlr~,Yisjo1t w.a.s g-iiY~~ b~ Canon, Dn. Ii RosJgnaud, , 
und~, ~h,ose con~~b the. p,rimary• s£no.ob were, o.n aceount of mi 
scho~~ lfeing si~u:;it,~d near ~ . a bro,bhel~ a~d. thus to, prev.enb it. from 
su.ft;eriu.g 1,1>,~Qnv.eniencos aod molsestalitoinS\ fi,om d1mockien. English 
saHor&, a,qd boys•, WQO: pass through the. way. and find the. d&or of 
my schooJ. o,pe8,. t 

{ ' I / 

• Mr. MlJ,dion~ sJ}ew,~d the afores.aid Jette~ to the, mar,quis. jn the schpol 
· of Valletta, where he was walking with that school-master; but when the 

Marquis read the letter, burst into a loud laughter, and sc~Oed at it. 
t That. sc,-iool. wa~ set up and opened, on abe 2 t·st. Nov,ember 1839 .. l\lrs. 

Dortavi& being th~•.ftrst ~ppoint;e~ teacher, r~qu~sted the Rector t°' give such 
a remedy to- obv1at-e mconvemences, winch the school bad undergon~ at 
the beginning of its operations. 
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" Last Saturday morning (21st. inst.) ha\'ing been to my sch 001, 

l found the iron bolt attached to the door of my school twisted in 
such a way, that by no means could l bar it; however, lo avoid any 
mischance, as in the time past, l made strait the boll in the best 
way I could, and l succeeded in fastening the door. My supposition 
was, that it was twisted by some mischievous boys, before the 
school hoJ}l'S, which boys ( having some time ago molested the 
school, while you were exacnining my pupils), you had requested 
me lo report to the Police. 

"I was extremely surprised, when on last Monday morning, ( 2~d 
inst.) I went to my school and found the said bolt removed from the 
door ; therefore, being under the apprehension, that it was stolen, 
I thought it my duty lo call for a police-scrjeaot for evidence, 
and then-to inform you of the circumstance. But what was my asto­
nishment, when on the same morning, you, accompanied by the boys' 
teacher Giuseppe Madiona, came lo my school, and while informing 
you of what had taken place in my school in the last two days, l 
learned from Mr. Madiona's mouth, that the bolt was removed by 
himself ( Mr. M.) l What was my surprise, that Lb.ough, I stated to 
-you the circumstances under which Canon Dr. Rosi gnaud had been 
~ctuated in directing that the school door should be always kept 
shut and barred from the inside wilh an iron bolt, yet you, Sir, no t 
only approved Mr. ~Iadiona's arbitrary proceeding-namely, to re­
move the bolt, without taking your previous sanction, and ~tthout 
informing me, but also you reprimanded me before the same Mr. 
1\fadiona, and all my pupils, for having ea lied the police-serjeant ; 
for keeping the door of my school shut during the instruction ; ao,I 
consequently directed me to leave it always open, because such is 
the practice in lhe primary school of Valletta! 

" \Vithout calling your consideration to the consequences, whi eh 
my school would undergo on account of its door being now open 
during the instruction, and without commenting on lht, dangers , 
wJiich the removal of the bolt might cause,--on the insubordination, 
whirh the arbitrary and insulting proceeding of Mr. Madiona ( and 
approved by you) might affect the minds of my pupils,-and on the 
direction you gave me lo keep the door of my school open during 
the time of the morning and afternoon instruction, which is not ac­
cording to the constant practice of the.females' primary school of Val­
letta under your direction,# nor to Mr. Madiona's practice, who keeps 
the door of his school always shut, I beg leave to inform you, that 
since the very day 23d inst. my school began to suffer again frequent 
inconveniences and molestations from Mr. Madiona's pupils, who at-

• Up to the 8th of lhc followin g June the school or Valletta during the 
m orning and afternoon instruction was lo ·Jrnd from the inside with the 
irou bolt. • 
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tend the primary school , and generally I cnve lhei; school before I 
finish rn"y in ffu~ion.' ,:;., • ' ·1 • _ 

"And a ,-rt tbe· said visit al ion you ma€1e to my school, 1\1 r . , !a­
dio.tY'A "b otik~ t' before you 1 a lrn thur eh ar~e agai11st mr.; namr ly. 
thttt•l ·ttever! cot1rn t o s'chMil- hile lh<:rbell rin ~s . but a lways aflcr; 
at1(J,you;•r~fusi t1i to ' ti"ear i11y· jt1slific'at io·t1s, orderl1d me II) folltiw 
strictly W-ha~..-i ·prescribed !by'lilhc regulations of this sch-ool dn thi~ 
tesp'ect', atiti"1o' ~i:r. 'M,adiona,,to make yon a rep<n1t {~\ case ( sbould 
fail in this d1Jty; the11cfore: lo a\{oid what l\Jr. Madiorin or any pr.r~ori 
whatever m ffy •repotl you -on this suhjedt, I feel obl iged 10 illfd rr 
yoo ·als(j, th i' :th Ogh yoli ,dfrectcd Mr. Madiona to ring or ro cause 
lo rino the lbetl' for.·te'it -mini.des according- ·to the .. said° r et{o lalio 11s, 

0 • ' 
yet-on lhe,'~ft~rnnon of 2-llh nl'st. he, Mr. l\la'cfrona, thr. boys' lf'acher 
of tMs ptihia-ry ·selltooJ, rang or •did cause to · rin g the bell of th, 
sch'ctol fo -& ·minttte; 'as, JHj ahvlrys did ,(.for'' the time pitsl ) and on the 
foll Wing ,days>up ,to th-is ,-he ' c JOl.inued to· 'r,in,g,- lh<' said heH _for fi e 
minutes. · •l t hink Sir, ·:that punctnalily •of· du.ties ' is 11eccs. ar'y to, all 

- , '• .\ tr .~!·fl,.;1, l '. •, ~ , , • ', • ' • ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
·• Per-ri1i Vn.1e~•'Sir,!!to' state also , · . ·. . • ~ · • . . . . . . • 

as 'or, that' rb'o'tniog 1 ( 13~ inst..) · you tlircaterioJ me before the s:iid 
Mr.'Ma<J;iona,'anttrth:e- gfrls iri the- chool-that if ~ytm made a repdrt 
to• Gove,,:nment agaift~t me, /. should be immediately discharged; and as 
also1 ~ report1 i1S eircdl:atet:1' ~mO'-ng ithe inhabitants of ·Seng-lea-that I 
am aboui W-://e-1 is'aharg~d' from; the situation l now· hold,;.;_ fo r thes 
aft<l'lotbet re-as'0ns \vhic;:h -1 defar'lo mcnlion.' for th e pres'ent, I ·have 
to r'eq\lest~&f·you, tb·(} favot.1-r to •ioforml me of the ·ea·use which'•ocoa­
sidnedi Joo -tn (hrt!~teh)tne, ,as , also ito he pleasl:!d, in cas~ you hctve 
fo t.ihil afty (ilttltt w"i7ifodne, in ~he" ett1rcise ofi tny public du t:ies, · to • 
bring fcn'Wa~<1d1aril- eh~tges before Oov_{•r1irncn t, and to let me know' 
th~ t16ttlre'1 0fl1tty·fauit, ·•t0 '·enable me lo j.ustify myself anJ to be 
aC<tuill~d~ (j ~ C'OfiVF€UJ'd / and · then punish~ti.1 3JC'C(Jrding lo justice. 

, • , • ! l ( q ... J t • t 1: t) • ,, • ~, , • ·.• r. • • , . .. • 

'! 'I ·h«Wc -t~~ hrodor to ·be~ '1 

• • , , 
1 

• w B ~ · n-: · ~ 111, · your oh e d :Arn m b l c serva nt, ' 
•' ' ', ! , · ,• l > 1 J, ( Stgned) 1 " MARCA BONA VIA Cl!l\tJJO, 

•~. To Hie <Mattq,uh-B1a-rbaro di S. Giorgio, ., llfistress." 
1 c·• .Qrt~f· tlt1:t of rte pr,i'n1~ry Sthools ,, 
' · ~ • , t &t~ ' &et , · 

.... , 
.... On ttiatvery morning and after Ure Marqu i ' Barbaro left .l\frs. ·1Bona ­

via's school, Mr Madjona's pqpils , bav-ing found tl;le female's school ope n , 
tbey threw throug,b the door ( stra~a ,8. Lorenzo, ) horse-dung le tlon the 
way by (h'e'l\iarquis Ii rse; ·and on the aftem oon 'at about 5 Minutes to 
four o'clock, two large stones, weigtiing about o c pound each , w~re ffung 
by t~~ sal!l bUys till roug tt th door with such cl YioHmce, that it w.is on! y 
Pl'0v1dent1alJ Y. th~t · ~\&~cl)o,.ol -mis tress or the pupils sns lained no injury, 
a the, s~o•¼c , gr ~, the1 fqrms _an"ct lhe teacher 's des l{ , and the pupil s were 
a1·otmd M:rs. lfonav111 s able unaer the wiadow, that opf' n · to stradri Vittoria. 

• I I I I • ' ' I 
10 , 
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( E ) 
. ~Vi 1h rP gard lo the. ordinary trial by Jury in Great Britain for 

<:iml cases, we observe first, that as the judges arc sore to come 
and open Lim circuit commission on the day mentioned in the writ. 
\'he ~heriff upon the original venire, returns the panel and sum mons 
lhc Jurors lo appear al the assises; whereby the parties may have 
notice of the jurors, and of their characters. sufficiency or insuffi­
ciency-&c so that they may be challenged. Next the persons before 
whom the parties are to appear, and before whom the trial is to be 
had, who are the judges of the superior court or assise. 

\Vhcn the general day of the trial is fixed the plaintiff or his at­
torney must bring- down the record to the assisss, and enter il with 
the proper officer, in order to its being called on Lhe course; other­
wise it cannot be tried. In case the plaintiff intends Lo try the cause, 
the defendant, if he lives within 40 miles of London, must receiv e 
eight days notice of trial, if in a greater distance, fourteen days notice, 
but in town cases two days are sufficient, in order to prevent sur­
prise: and so is the praclice in Malta ; if lhe defendant lives in the 
country, and the proceeding is by citation, he shall receive four days 
nolice, and if in one of the four towns, two days notice; but if the 
prooecding is .by libel, eight days notice, if in the towns ten days, and 
if in Gozo, fifteen days nolice. If all pre\'ious steps are se.ttled, the 
sheriff returns his compulsive process, the writ of habeas corpora 
with the panel of jourors annexed, to the judge's officer in court. 
The jtu:·ors contained in the panel are either spec·ial or common jurors. 

Special juries are introduced in trials at bar when causes are of 
great nicety for discussion of ordinary frechol.ders upon motion in 
court and a ·rule granted thereupon ; the sheri ff then is lo attend 
the prolhonolary or other proper officer with his freeb.olders' book; 
and the officer is lo lake iudifferenlly 48 of the principal freeholde rs, 
in the presence, of the atlornies on both sides, who are each of th em 
to strike off 1_:.l, ~nd lhe remaining 24 are returned upon the panel. 
By statute 3 Geo. 11. c. 25. either party is entitled upon motion lo 
have special .iury slruck upon the trial as at any issue, as well al the 
assises a at bar . A common jury is one returned by the sheriff ac-

. cording ·lo the direction of the slatule 3 Geo. ll. c. 25. which ap­
points, thal the sheriff or officer shall not return a sep.,irale panel 
for every scp;:;rate cause ; but one and the same pane-I for every 
c:)use lo he tried al the same assises, containing no less that 4k., no r 
more than 72 jurors; ·whose names being written on tickets, shall 
h<' pul into a box or glass; and when each cause is called, twelve of 
th.-m shall be firsl urawn out of the box, shall be sworn upon jury 
unless absent, challenged or excused. 

As lhe jurors appear. when called, lhey shall be sworn, unless 
ch_allenged by cilhrr party. Challenges are of two sorts: challenges 
to l~w array; and challeuµ-es to the polls. Chall<'nges LO the arra y 
art\ at once au t' Xl'<'plion lo the wholo panel, in which the jury art! 
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arrnyed (lr scl in . order by the sheriff in his return ; and they may 
he niade updn account of parliality or some defaull iu the sheriff. or 
his ·under 'officer' who ar rayed the panel. And generally speak mg, 
the same reasons that' before the awarding · the venire were sufficient 
to have directed it to the coroners or elisors, will be also sufficie11t lo 
qu'ash the arra y, ,when made by a person or officer ()f whose partiality 
there is ver-y tolerable ground of suspicion. Also, though there be 
no personal objec tion aga inst the sheri ff, yet if he arrays the panel al 
the nominatjon or undt1r thn direclion of either pnrty. this is ·gooct 
cause of challenge Lo the array; Challenges to the polls, in capita, 
is an exception lo particular jurors ; and seem to answer the rer.:u_­
satiojudicis in civil and canon laws ; by lhe conslitulion of which a 
judge might be refused upon any suspicion of partiality ( Cod. 3 . 
.l. 16. ). By the laws of England il is held that judges, and jus­
tices cannot be challenged; but by the law of Malla they may 
be refused for good cause ( Gen. Reg.§ Jll,). 

Challenges to lhe polls of the jury ( who arc judges of fact) ar e 
reduced to four heads by Sir Edward Coke. ( I. Jnst 15G.) 1. Prop­
ter honoris respectum ; 2. propter defectum ; 3. pr.opter affeclum; and· 
4. propter delictum. \iVe pause a while on the third, as the first, 
second and fourth heads have ·no reference lo our question. Jurors 
may be 'challenged propter affc.ctum, for suspicion of bia§ or partia­
lity; this may be either a principal challenge, or to the favour. A 
principal challenge is such, where the cause assigned carries wilh 
it prima facie evident marks of suspicion, either of malice or fa vor 
( Finch. L. 401.,) which if true, cannot be overruled, for jurors 
must he omni exceptione majores. Challenges t.o the fa vour, are · 
where the party halh no principal challenge; but objects only 
some probable circumstances · of suspicion. ( Stiernhook, ~- I. c. 4. ) ; 
the validity of which · must be left t,, the ·determination of 
triors, whose office it is to decide whether the juror be favour ­
able or unfavourable. The ' triors arc two different persons nam ed 
by the authority. If by means of challenges, or other cause, 
jurors do nol appear at the trial, eilher parly may pray a tales, 
who ar~ liable lo the same challenges as pr_incipal jurors . , 

,vhcn a sufficient number of persons impanelled; or tales..- rncn 
.appear, lhey are separately sworn, well and truly lo try the issue 
between Urn parties, and a true verdict Lo give aceurdiug lo l he 
?vidcnce; and hence they are denominated the jury, jurata, and 
Jurors, sc. juralores. 

\Vith rcspC'cl lo lhc lrial of criminal sui ls, we obse rve, that w lH•n 
a prisoner on his arrignmcnt has pleaded not guilly, and for his 
trial halh pul himself upon the country, the sheriff must r ciurn a 
panel of jurors, liberos et legates hornines, de vicineto; th at is fre e­
ho lders without just exception, and of lhe visne or neig hbourhood; 
but since the 4 and 5. \V. und M. c. 24. which .idmits copyholdcrs 
11pon juries, it is not necessary thi\t the jurors should be freeho lders 



in crimiilal cas(•g, except in treason, and lhcJre it is expressly re 
qn ircd bJ the bill of righls (L \V. and M. SI. 2. c. 2.) If lh~ p,oceed· 
in ~! s are !Jcforc lhe court of kin<,s heuch there is lime allowed 

0 ' 
hcl wcrn the arri g n1,1enl and lhe trial, fur a jury to ho hnpanclJed 
hy a write of venire fa ciws lo I he sheriff as i.11 civil causes. Wh Jt 

the arrign111cnl is r.10l for felony or treason, but simply for 
misdemcanour, both Ilic plaintiff and defendant arc en.titled to 
ap ply lo the court of king's bench for a special jury. By slalule 7 
\V. Ill. c. 3. it is enacted, !hat lhe prisoner shall have a copy of 
tlw i11 tlictrnenl, but nut lhe nar:ncs of the witoe&scs, five days 
before the trial; lhal is, upon the c<rnslruction of the act. before 
his :11 rig11mcul; in :Malla six days; for then is his time lo take any 
exceptions thereto, by w:iy of plc;a or demurrcr (Fo$l. 229. 23O. J; 
that he shall have a copy of the panels of jurors, two days before 
his trial: and thal he shall have the comp.ulsivc process to bring in 
his wilnesscs for him, as usual lo compel their appearance againsJ. 
him. It is aiso a practice lo deliver copy of the indictment and the 
list of witnesses and ,juro rs, ten clear <lays, exclusive of the day 
.of delivery and the day of trial, and intervening Sundays previous to 
the trial. ( Fost. 2. 250 ). 

\Vhcn lhe trial is called on, the jurors arc lo be sworn, as they 
appear, to the number of twelve, unless they are challenged by the 
parties. Challenges may here be made, either on !he part of the 
king, or on the part of the prisoner; and either lo the whole array. 
or lo the srparate polls, for lhe same reasons that they may be made 
in ci\jl cause . Challenges in criminal cases, or -at le:ist in capital 
011<'s, are alluwcd lo the priso~er in favorem vitce, which is an ar­
hilrary and capricious ~pecics of challenges to a cerlaio nuoobcr of 
jurors, without shcwing any cause at all; which is call.od a peremp­
tory fhallcuge; however lhc prremptory challeog,es of tbc prisoner 
must have some reas,onable hounrlary ; otherwise he mj,ghl never 
be tried. This reasonable boundary is sellled by the common law 
to the nun,ber of 35; but wilh regard to feloni~s, no prjsoncr 
arrigncu for felony 01· murder can be admitted lo make aQy more 
1ha11 '20 pcrcrntory challcngrs; however, if lbe prisoner will chal­
lP11gc more than 20, he is permitted by assignfog a caus.e, to be tried 
aml approved . Tlwo hy rcnson of challenges or de.fault of jurors , 
;1 ~uflicie nt numhcr cannot. be had of the original panel, .a tales may 
he a warded as in ci, ii cnuses, till the number f 11 is sworn, 
" well and truly to try, aud lruc dcli\'crance make: belwceo our 
Sovcrci~n and the prisoner, whom lhcy have iu charge; and a tru e 
vt•rdid lo giv<•, according to the evidence." 

Sut'h is I lie English · law aud practice wi lh regard to the election 
a11d < hallcngt•s of the jud~cs of fac:l in tJ1c trial by jury, for civil anti 
niminal cuuses, wliicb L.1w and practice according to our humbl e 
!)pinion ought to be s tri cll_y ohsc ned by II. E. Mr. i\lore O'Ferr:dl 
Ill appointin<l' tile commi~sion uf Cll(1uiry to invcsligatc l\Jrs. Uon a-
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via's ca&e versus Mr. Giuseppe Madiona &c. in which comm1ss1on 
if the commissioners had to fullfill the office of jl)ro,rs they had 
nothing to perform, but sjmpJy l.o ghc lh·eir verdict to the 
evidences br,oug·hL .bcfor·e them, a11d tb-e •Governor -t~, i~a.ss his 
judge,m

1
en~ upon the. ma.tter Jaid biOfor~ h~, and thea , o_ MJPlY 

_the r,e,D)edy, which ;Mrs. Bona\·ia s1,1ed for i hot on ,,th~ c0ntir.;1.ry _if 
lbe co,mn),issioners we..re ,<lirtrle!l to enqu,irtJ:, h~ar ao(j , «etermine 
up~rn .tbe_,cl1:)r_ge~ 1wpich M,s. Bonavia made versus M-r. l\,J·af.HP,Ja al,ld . 
olher accomplicp~ with him, we ll:!tnk lh~,t they ( acoordjng, l<i> Urn 
sla lutes Wes,, 2. 13. Edw. I. c. 3-0. and 12. E<lw. H. c. 30.) ought · to 
be ~~~~~NI ,la one or more of th~ sworn h~s,tic,e~.of the Qacen'•s cou-rt 
accoJl)p~µi~p by a writ of.association; ,whereby e~rtajn peFS'OD$ { sis 
cle-i;~, ,~~ 1'DQor~•i'1a1£ officers ) .\f~ direct~d tv ~s p~at~.: J-hew-s~hves 
with t:PJllmjss{one_rs, ju.slkcs af},d .serjeants; ,a't}d tbey ~re 1requjred 
to ~d~.it.~IJ, sarn persop:s into t::heir . society in 1order to t kc t,h~ as­
size ,and tp-r,eceive tbe ver<liet, ~f. ,Dijf~lrS,' :;in5' ith~.~ (tetermio~ the 
di pute ;md PPl.1$1t· brought .b~fore · th~m. Mr. MO¥e O' :Efr.-rall cu,o­
npJ pJ.eA~ ; igoor;ipce of th~se circumsl~aee~~ as lw ir.Cl)sedf bas 
ad,ppledi lherp ifl previQus co·ll;ltn4ssioo~· ,of- enquiry uir~cted in 
cQnsequ~ni:e of some charges \brought by the peri<)dical papers 
aga~nst soqie GQveromeol's scr.v·anl6.; b,ut ~fall these aod gth.er le­
gal (ormaliti~s, tbe commissiott ()pp-.oint-ed to inv.esHgaite ,.&1r,s. B.'s. 
ca$e, W~$ d~fe~tiye., .a11d ncilhe;r had he 1been aUo-wed by ~ne of the 
comrni~sioners, •{ Dr. C . .Gallan.d) to ,employ : ia clerk to take sio1ply 
records Qf Jhe ·preceeding,s or to be pre.sent when, on the 41.b of May 
18~9, ~he appe<1rtid before 11t~em: for j the , ·fir~l -Li.me-; thjs arbitrary 
and ')!egaJ ,prncee,d,iog. decicles tbe <iJUeslii01n aiS to the Phi:sic:i13n Doc­
tor's il)c?pacily, hc.stdies other mark-s-of s.uspici<>n .either oJ 'malice or 
favor, wHh us ~(!)/Wever a.re reser,ved ,in•,pectore,. Jn shor:t, we ~eg t9 
rcJnfod the, He;ufo.r that Mrs. B. chajlenge.d Dr. Trapanj oo aoeounl 
of a J~giti pat, a.n,~ assigned ,eau-se; apd Dr: Galland in cpn e,q,uence 
of a p;rj,,v tq ''1d, fa.rni~y maller, ,which at all events had Mf's. BA 
bc~n ,~op1pelled·1 lo ,,a.ssigH a1 sati-sfaotory .and pJausibtc r a~on Jor , 
hec pcr~nip,tory chalkoge, he :w.as prepared to prove before legal 
triors lbe J g;ilil~ c)Jl(f v-aljs:Jily of irnr exception~ whj,eh carrjes· with 
it pr.irr,.a frpntt, ,vidtmt o arl s .of s11spJcion, ani:J irrnapaci~y. Had the 
Phi.sician l{) gh~ . Jegal o.p'nhin c111d lo tlctcrmfoc auy point of law 
arisipg up.on lbe e:Xamioed fa-cls before bim and if ainy inj,UT¥ proved 
to f)av~ bf!e{) , doll(e lo Mrs. B. lo ascerta·u, and by his officers to 
apply the rem(! ly, or tp give ~1is vcr,dicl according lo the evidences 
bropgbt before I icn? We irepcat, tthalt u,p lo this hour we do o@l 
know 1.1nder~wh11t circurn-sta11ces the cornmis-siuncrs ha)le been ap 
poipLcd, by I¾. E. ,the Goi·cr rnr, Mr. Hjohard More O' l:'crraJf. 
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" MINUTE 

i , I • " ·By Hi.~· Excellency the Govenior. . 
"Whereas, by an Act passed in the lenlh year of the reign of H ,s 

Majesty the King George Fo·urth, inlituled An act for the rehef of His 
Majesty's Roman Catholic Su~fects, all per'.sons· professing the Ro­
man Catholic Religion. holding any office or place of trust or profit, 
were directed and required·· instead of any other oath' or oaths pre­
viously established 'by law, lo take an oa lh of the following form:-

" I A, B. do sincerely promise and swear, That l will be faithfu l 
and bear true allegiance •to Her .Maj f'sty Queen Victoria, and will 
defend her to the utnHJSl of my power against all conspiracies and 
attempts whatever, which shall be made against her Person, Crown 
or Dignity; and will do my utmost endeavour to disclose and make 
known to Her· Majesty, Her Heirs and Successors all Treasons and 
traitorous conspiracies ·which may be formed ·against Her or Them : 
And l do faithfully promise to maintain, support, and defend, to the 
utmost of my power, the· succession of the Cruwn, which succession , 
_by an Act, intiluled An Act for the further limitation of the Crown, and 
better-securing the Rights ' and Liberties of the subject, is and stands 
limited to the Princess Sophia, Electress of Hanover, and_ the Heirs of 
Her Body, being Protestants; hereby utterly renouncing ·and abjuring 
an·y obedience or allegiance unto any other Person claiming or 
pretending ·a Right to the Crown of the Realm of Great Britain and 
Ireland: an<l I do further declare, thal it is not an Article of my Faith, 
and I do renouce, reject, and abjure the opinion that the Princes 
excommunicated or deprived by the Pope, or any other Authority of 
the See of Rome, may~ be deposed or murdered by their Subjects. or 
by any other Foreign Prince, Prelate, Person, Slate, or Potentate. 
bath or ought to have any Temporal or Civil .Jurisdiction. Power 
Superiority, or Pre-eminence, directly or indirectly, within the 
Realm of Great Britain and Ireland. I do swear, · that I will de­
fend to the utmost of my power the settlement of -Property 
within the said Realm as established hy the Laws: And I do hereby 
disclaim, disavow and ,solemnly abjure any Intention to subvert 
the present Church Establishment, as settled by law within the 
said Realm: And I do solemnly swear that I never will exercise 
any privilege. to which l am or may become entitled, to distunrb or 
weaken the Protestant Heligion or Protestant Government of the 
United Kingdom : And l do solemnly, in the presence of God. 
profess, testify and declare, that I do make this declaration, and 
every Part thereof. in the plain and ordinary sense of the oath wit-b­
out any Evasion, Equivocation, or mental Reservation whatsoever . 

"So help nw God. 
"And whereas, by an article in Her Majesty's Instructions, ac­

c_ompagnying l~e Governor's Commission, His Excellency his aulho­
rrrnd and rcqu1rcd, from Lime to time, himself or by others Lo be 
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authorized by bimJn that behalf, to adminis ter al).d giye. to , all ~.nd 
t>very person pl'o(essing the llotnaQ Catholic Religion, as he .s.h all 
think fil, or who shall hold any office· or pi ace of trust or 1pr.ofit, 
or who shall at any time pass into these lsljrnds, or ~e r,esidept or 
abiding .here, the. above form of oath; His E~cellency lherefqre , i~ 
pleased lo ~eel are, that, from. and after the day of the date hereof. 
all persons • professing · the Roman Catholic Religion, and holding 
any offi~e orr place .. of ,trusl or profit, under this Gover_ament, whc;> 
by the laws -of ·these Islands are requir:ed to take the oath ,of 
allegiance1 $hall lake the oath abov~ reclled, iQstead of that which. 
is estahlished .in the general ~onslilulion of all Urn su P.eriors Co1:1rts 
of Justice of these ,[,sl and·s. : • , , · · . . . . . . ., . 

. , ) •. · '\ La ,Valletta 2d JaQ~rnry, _1839.. · 
• · ''By Cornrnaod .of His Ex~ellency 

( Sig1ied) ." H. GREl9', . ,· .( 
. Chief Secretary to Government. ". 

' ' 

Now, our Rca~er will rc111cmbcr,·· that in fore~eeing l~~ ·cons~.: 
quences, which pro,~fl bly may result from . the emancipa lion of the . 
Ho,man Cath0lics qolJing any office .or place of l~ust or profit under 
ll.ie Gove_rn(!l_cnt of Ma lta from the ,aforesaid_ oath of.:allegiance, . w~ 
have asserted in -lhe ,foregoiµg _page. ~1--;-:-~' that should this eman­
,, cipation byfuJly conce.ded to.~the<l.\j al_tese. the even~ .. ,wil( ... ~e, that . 
' ' \he po,wea: t_hqs, ,obtained, will be used,tn the perse.c~tioo· of. tp ose. 
" who give it,.'' . That. this is, a ,vpry serious charge we ful_ly ~dm,it ;_ 
a nd it is one, whi~h ~~-en,it is brough t must be f~illy ' su~stanliated: 
W e· know the full import of our charge: and knowing_ this full 
well we are cqmpel.led tq :give .so~id, proofs of this - ~b'arge . . W c' 
are comp.elled to_ d? -lhis with.,th,0; gr~atest delibera~ioQ; •. a~d ,w~ are 
fully prepare.~ ,t.o sustain i~ ib.y a tact . , which .came t,o our n_p tice 
this week :whilst the pre~ep t sh,eet, was . going throu _g~~ the_, P r ~ss, , 
for .whicl1 1we hop~, ~bat .the. genefous 

1
R~~~er will, pe once;; mo,re? 

indulgent with_ us whilst we enter al
1
on~e, to r~<.f eem ou.r, .~as,k. 

Now, the Mini_sler~ of our present mo_st. gracious !)uee~ conced
1
- 1 

ed lo the Maltese P.eople a partecipatiori in the coun&els of, the Go-
I ;I • 'i • • • • , • .i " f' ,. 

vernment, _by sending _r,ep~~se,nlali,· s:,to .~•t III its Council,- ~on-
cession Jo~g desired., ,an,d· g~anled no ~ d~ubt, in the full pers~asion 
that their loyality, prudence, .and moder{lti_on enli

1
tled lhefl! to such 

a privilege.. Ba_t the peo.ple ~o,s96ner f<;>Und, , themselves possessed 
of this power, . t~an worked upp,n, by jesuiHpal, an~ r,ries,\\Y influence, 
out of eight members lo ,be elected by them, they rcturmed three , of 
the ecclesiastical or·der; namely Canon Dr. F. A1:1ATO, Arch-priest 
Dr. L. F1TEN1, and Bisho~ CASOLANI. The new Government Council 

,. ; • I (,. t ~ j 

met for lhe firsl lime on the 8th Jan. ult. and ~he me~bers to·ok the 
,J ' I • I ,, ' 

oath of fidelity ; in this Council, besides the Governo,r, ,, there 
I 

ar,e 
nine official members nomi11 atcd by til e Crown, and eight by the jn­
habilans for the y ars; out of the offi cia l .meu1bers four are .Eng1ish 
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Protestants and the remaining fifteen are Rornan Calholics. f < 
whom the oath of allegiance was administered according- to the.. ne~ 
form, which. we ·~ave advertcd lo in the note page 46. · 

The · first measure taken . by tho Council . was to cxamrne a nd 
arnend the new Crithin.al Gode, which was compiled by a Comm it-­
tee df Maltese lawyors, and after sent to England ' fdr revision. 
In this compilation ef criminal laws, the Maltese lawyers, (thou gh 
R: C. but not itiflucnced by the jesulls, as none of • them had co me 
:igait1 since .their expalsi<n1 from the Island) have formed the strict 
feature of the trti'e principle of religious toleration. avowed by o ur 
ancestors, who' plaeing •the,nselvt.is und their postedty under the 
protection and sovercignily of the King or Groat ·Britain, had d f"­
clar~d :-Tha( freemen have a righ( to choose their own religion; to­
letation -of other teligioris i.Y therefore established as a right : but no 
sect is permitted to molest, insult, or disturb those of other rdigious 
professions#. A<!cbrdingly, the Maltese Commissioners, animated by 
this sp.iril, so highly juslifiable, upon every principle of natural reaso n 
on tbe score of rc·ligious persuasion and liberty, in the project o f 
the Crimina I Code, Jt.s it was framed by them, protection was ensured 
to all pers!>'ns S<?!,JC6r11ed 'tn the· sacred functions or ceremonies of the 
Roman Catholic Church, thl· Anglican Church, or ( added a scotch 
lawyer) the established Church of Scotland and applied equally lo every 
other Church br Society of Christians, and every other Society of persons 
lawfully assembled for ,the celebration of religious t9ors'hip; thus lh e 
shield of the law framed by the Maltese lawyers· wou Id have jusU~ 
thrown ptotection o\Ter every description of persoos·10 the exercise 
of the:r mQde of worship. · · , 

The first 'Book of this code, which treHt~ of the gertnral rules for 
the application of punishment, obtafoed· the a·pptdb'a'lion of th 
Council; consequently. the second Book,'which·tteats of crirbes an d 
their promishmeQt was brought also. - But which w'as Lhe spiri t9 
that the R. C. members, ahd the t:nost zealous vdtarics of the Cht1rch 
of Rom~~ have displayed at the very threshold of the s'econd Book, 
the first chapter of-which trea ts of tn,e re.~pct to be paid to Religion ? 
Was it 'a spirit consonant either with lhe ·tolertiliorl declared by their 
ancestor, and expressed also by the Maltese Compilers, or with the 
instruction under which Mr. More 0' Ferrall holds lhe power of the 
Crown, as expressed in Lord Gray's Instructions 'l ( See note p. 55 
Our reader will not give credit to the extent to " 'hi h the spirit of 
pride and intolerance hall hovered about the ecclesiastical members 
in their way of moving fot·ward 1 at the threshold of the second Book 

• This avowal contained i,n the ~ 8th of the Declaration of rigt)tS of the 
inhabitants of the lsland of Malla and Goro wa~ signed on the 15th June 
1802 by the Reptesentalive , Deputies an,1 Lieutenants or tile Villages and 
T<'lwn~, among Whom hel'e were the late lli shop Dr. Caruana and otlter 
I'd i- slic. with wllom we w re per spnallj ~H'quaiuted. 




