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ltt~r of \approbation from J!!is (!J;mintnct Qt:arhinal Qt:ulltn: 

59 EccLES-STREET, DuBLfN, , 
April I 4th, I877. 

]If y DEAR MR. DOLLARD, 
Havhzg looked over the volume of" THE ILLUSTRATED M ON.ITOR," which you 

sent me, Janz happy to _fiJld tltat, while it contains a great. deal of relig·-ivus and in­
struct-ive_ reading, £t is entirely free from everythiJtg wh-iclt might be injurious to the 
£nterests of reli;rion or ,morality. The illustrations are good, the type clear, the articles 
well written, and ds price is so moderate as to place it within the reach of all. 

At a time when £rreligious and z'mnzoral publzcat£ons are scattered broadcast 

over the comztrJ', and when Jew periodicals ex-ist which are free from at least inszdz"pus 
attachs upon faith and morals, we cannot over-estimate the -importance o.f a good 
Catholic 11-:fagazine, whzdt may be safely introducer/ into every Catholic family, (lnd 
may be read by the faitiijul, not only without da'1zger, but also with much religious 
and intellectual advantage to themselves. 

It affords me, therefore, much pleasure to approve of " THE ILLUSTRATED 
]If ONJTON," and to recommend it warmly to the faitltjitl ,· and I hope that it may 
coJttinue successfully for nzany years to instruct a1Jd edify the Catholic community. 

l¥ishing yott every happiness, 
I remain, 

Your faitltful serva11t. 

"The matter and illustrations are both very good, and the whole get-up is in 
good taste." 

RICIIT REV. DR. ULLATHORNE. 

'' He is glad to have had his attention <lrawn to so superior a work." 
VERY REv. JOHN IIENPY NEvv1,1AN, D.D. 
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guerllotes !lf tbt Cltonrlabes. 

BY THE AUTHOR OF 

" Tlte llfartyrs of the Coli'seuni," " The Victt'ms of 
tlze Mamertine," ·" A Rovzance of R epentance," 

" D<;uJ!e Trittmp!i," etc. 

INTRODUCTION. 

1"'HE Catholic world is at this moment anxiously 
gazing on a cloud in her path on the ocean 

of time. The mariners of the bark of P eter steadily 
measure the force of the storm that is gathering on 
the horizon j their hearts are brave, and th eir 
vessel is trimmed to meet the hour of trial. The 
moment the monarch of the tomb arrives at the 
Vatican, and summons the aged Pontiff to hi s im­
mortal crown, th e word will pass in a few hours 
through millions of people j a murmur of regret 
will rise from .civilized nations, while an outburst 
of filial grief will proclaim the demise of the great 
Pontiff, and the bereavement that has fallen on the 
vast Catholic community. 

By the infidel press the intelligence will be an­
nounced with undisguised satisfaction, while com­
mented on with ominous misgivings. Amidst 
tile pceans of adulation, such as were poured over 
the biers of ancient heroes, the caterers of public 
sensation will utter their lugubrious prophecies of 
clerical disunion and political confusion ; under 
the cloak of pretended sympathy, the enemies of 
religion and order will ply their secret organization s, 
to increase the sorrows of the shepherdless flo ck- • 
to shake the vacant throne-to destroy or retard: 
the machinery of election ; in the hypocrisy of 
royal condolence, princes will send their am bas­
sadors to honour the funeral cortege, and at the same 
time to intrigue for the preference of their 
favourites. 

K 



Anecdotes of the Conclaves. 

If in former years the death of the Roman Pon- of the Circus, are chronicled on the monumental 
tiff shook the world with commotion, and made marbles, and treasured in traditional history; they 
even kings tremble on their thrones, no event in were coeval with the golden era of the empire 
our generation will have a more thrilling interest which passes like a gilded dream of splendour be• 
than the demise of Pius IX. The Pontiff who fore the dazzled fancy of the modern Roman. Any 
outlived the years of Peter-who, in the midst of attempt to mimic these pageants on the degene­
politica l troubles, and in the face of powerful rated stage of the present d ay, is received by th e 
enemies, issued the Bulls of the Syllabus and the Roma ns with enthusiasm, as a type of their ancient 
Papal Infallibility-whose saintly character has magnificence. 
cast a ha lo around the Vatican-will end one of This sentiment of display has passed into the 
the most remarkable reigns of the Papacy in a sun- Ritual. Hence, many have supposed the most 
se t of brilli,ancy, towards which the world must gorgeous offices of the Roma n Ritual are but 
turn with intense and sorrowful interest. relics of pagan celebrations. St. Fulgentius once 

Th~ p ersecution that has been permitted by Provi- witnessed a pageant of surpassing magn ificence, and, 
dence to usurp the ~ights of the Holy See, and sur- raising his heo.rt on high, said : "Si hoe tit stabulq 
round the Vatican with a ring of steel, will lend its quid i1t C(e/o I"* 
quota of an xiety lo make the timid tremble, lest the In the coronation of kings--in the most lavish 
Chair of Peter be thrown again into the complications display of political demonstrations-there is 
that m arked th e demise of former Pontiffs. Re- nothing in the present day that can be compared 
mernbering the momentous past in the life of the to the funeral or coronation service of the Sove­
present Pius, and gazing with fear on the uncertain reign Pontiff. The occasion gives full scope to the 
future, we hesitate not to assert the moment the d evelopment of ritualistic art; and the Romans, 
hand qf deo.th has closed the brilliant career of the true to the ir national instincts, spare neither 
g reat Pope, the world will rise to a fever of enthu- wealth nor ta lent, to produce a mighty tableau in 
siasm and excitement not known in the history o f keeping with the importance of the event, and ex­
many centuries. pressing the lights and shades of a nation's gloom 

Towards the vacant See of Rome, will turn kings and a nation's joy. 
and senates that have long learned to fear the To-day, the vas t Basilica of St. Peter's is draped 
secret power of the Vatico.n; towards that ee will i1:i g loom; the sorrowing people visit, in mourning 
t urn ms:n of every shade of religion and politics, garb, the enbalmed remains of the deceased Pon­
who will watch, with jaundiced eye, the decision that tiff; th e sobs and sighs of the grateful poor, who 
will name a new pilot for the helm of the great mourn a benefactor, break the silence of the sorn­
sh ip. Thith er, too, will turn, with anxious and brc cortege. During the septendial, the supei-1.> 
fervid hope, the flock wilhout a head-th e chi ldren catafalque is raised in a pyramid of gloomy em­
without a father-the great body of Catholics all blerns that art istically express the national bereave­
over the worlJ, who recognise in the Supreme Pon- ment; the solemn tones of the repeated '' Libera," 
tiff the representative of Jesus Christ, and who will roll in harmonious cadence through the darkened 
hail with reverentio.l a\Ye the honoured member of arches, ::ind a re lost to huma n ears,· as if on their 
the Sacred College of Cardinals, \\'ho shall be called way to heaven, in the area of the mighty dome : a 
to the stupendous and mysterious power of the people are bowed to the dusr in sorrow. Natior1s, 
triple crown. like individuals, are generous to a fault. over the 

Knowing how sco.nty is the information in English tombs ot the g reat and good; in the obsequies of 
literature, concerning the rnagnificen t obsequies of the departed Pontiff, it is not stro.nge to find the 
the deceased Pontiffs, and the ritual that guiues the grJ.ndest and most touching ceremony of the Ritual 
Sacred Co.lege in the election of a new Pope, we of the Catholic Church. 
deem the following pages will be opportune in Yetthereis a peculiar feature in this public sorrow 
supplying authentic informo.tion on a subject so and pageant of g ri ef, that strikes us like the mockery 
deeply interesting. of purchased grief tha t was wont to surround the 

The stranger to Italian history, o.nd those es- bier of pago.n heroes. Scarcely are withered the 
pecially who have not studied the peculiar customs ga1fands that are hung around the statues of the 
uf the Italian people in centuries past, will find deceased Pontiff; while yet eyes are wet with tears, 
much in those pages to surprise and arnuse. and churches hung with the insignia of the tomb, 
Rom e, conservative in all her ways, has preserved a sudden change comes o ver the city a nd the 
in her ceremonial the charo.cterist.ics of by-gone people .. 
ages. Hence, in the solemn rites that occasionaiiy The cardinals in conclave have come to a 
surround the changes death must bring in the decision-a new Pope is proclaimed from the 
I l~ly See, we find links that unite us with gene- balcony of the Basilica to tens of thousands of the 
rations that have slept for centuries. Purified and impatient people. The air is rent with "Evivas_;" the 
s~mcti_fi~cl b~ Christian art, we have the greatest 1· guns of S:in Angelo send their giant roar over th e 
stn:p_l1c1ty \\'lt_h tb~ deepest wisdom; the union of seven hills; bell a nd trumpet join in the thrilling 
rd1g1ous grav ity with the most gorgeous display chorus. Like the transition from the P assion to the 
-of ,'~orldly pump. . \ P~schal-tide, ~he embl_e1:1s of sorrow are removed 

l he Romai~s have preserved m a marked de-
1 

with mechamcal rap1d1ty from the walls of St. 
gree n~any lrn.1ls ~f _character which can be traced l eter's _; flowers, fresh and smiling, from the gardens 
t. their pag~n ongm. Among t them there still 
hv a p1:-;s1on for specla ular drama. The splen-
dour:; ol the Pr cession ot Triu11111h, and the a:amcs * 

~ "lf thi:; ue in a stable, what will it be in heaYen !" 
\ 



A necdo!es of the Conclave . 

of the Vatican, repbce the death's head and cross­
bones j light, go ld, and music, lend their infinite 
varieties to express the festirnl of joy: like the 
morning sunshine that banishes the gloomy shadow 
of night, _the greetings that hail the new sovereign 
drown the wailings of the p revious hour. 

But Rome, Catholic Rome, is watching with 
deep and silent so rrow the feeble footsteps of her 
aged sovereign. When the sad hour, so dark in 
the horizon of the future, sha-11 bring a ll its bereave~ 
ment, Rome, deprived of her liberty, robbed of her 
wealth, a11d persecuted in her faith, will weep in 
the grand spirit of other days j but she will not cele­
brate -in her wonted splendour the funeral obse­
quies of her deceased Pontiff, nor the coronation 
of her new king. 

When death has closed the career-of the beloved 
Pius IX., tears will be wrung from the heart of the 
Church, and her cardinals will proceed, in th e 
silence and the trepidation of the Catacombs, to 
elect the pilot who must next hold the h elm of the 
storm-tossed bark. 

There is a reflection that enhances the value of 
these pages. The progress of education and the 
facility of travel have dissipated a vast amount of 
mystery that seemed to shroud the H oly See. 
What the great Cardinal Wiseman said of his 
countrymen a few years ago, w·ould scarcely be 
found in our d ay, save in a few cases of excep­
tional bigotry, where the vilest prejudices are en­
t ertained with fanatic tenacity. 

"Up to recently," writes the cardinal, in his es­
say on Boniface VIII., "Protestants had never 
attached any idea of individua lity to the name of 
Pope. Their notion seemed to be tha t of an 
entity, perpetuated under a variety of indefinite 
names, . through generation after gene1~a tion. 
Clements, Innocents, and Benedicts, succeeded 
each . other no one knew how; living in almo t 
inaccessible grandeur, in a terrible place call ed the 
Vatican, around which perpetua l thunders growled 
to keep off a ll intruders; approached only with 
genuflexions, prostrations, an d almost worship j 
ever enthroned, and with a tripl e crown on hi::; 
head j occupied all day in a mysterious conclave with 
scarlet-robed cardinals a nd J esuits, upon bulls, in­
dulgences; and excommun ications. When Pins 
VI I., stripped of a ll his ornaments, torn from his 
own dominion s, an exi le and a prisoner, became 
known to Europe, his personal character, so pure, 
so ho ly, yet so noble-so n1agnanirnous, so unbend­
ing, yet so forgiving-so lolty, yet so mild-softened 
the hea rts of many, and, if it did not cha nge them, 
made them begin to distinguish in their minds th e 
man from the dignity whkh he adorned, and t·o 
know that Popes ha ve character and natures and 
Christian perfection beyo nd th e most of men." 

How much the I resent venerable Pontiff, in his 
fortitude in suffer ing and amiability of character, 
h~s contributed to remove the unmea ning preju­
dices of the past century, let the tens of thousands 
of pilgrims to the Eternal City, who have seen him 
in his awful palace , testify. instead of a n inacces­
sible tyrant, guard ed by the imaginary terrors of ~n 
Inquisition, th ey found the mo ·t humble an d 
rat10nal of men. 

Yet, "-c fant-y, e n ;n in our days of cnlighk 11n1 e1 t, 

a certain error vitiates the estimate \Yhich even 
educated people form of the Holy See j th ey for­
get in the Sovereign Pontiff there are, so ·to speak, 
two individuals--the spiritual ruler and the ternporal 
prince. The priest, the bishop, the Pope, ha~e 
impressed on thei-r spi ritual being indelible charac­
te ri stics, which will influ ence their destinies in the 
mansions of the Eternal Father, but sti ll retain the 
tendencies of human · nature, together with the 
associations, the affections and necessities of man­
hood, ·with its interminable chain of nrnndane 
ex1genc1es. . 

Co-existent" with the sEblime character of Su­
preme Pontiff, we recognise an earthly king. From 
the time that Charlemagne confirmed the temporal 
independence of the Popes, they were, of neces­
sity, surrounded with the accessories of a court. ·A 
temporal prince could not rule without diploma.tic 
rebtions with other powers. He must have his 
treasury, his revenue, and his guarded frontier. 
His throne is surrounded with the tinsel of vanity, 
with the decept?ion of sycophancy, and the 
intrigues tha t a lways beset the possessor of 
patronage. 

In the Chair of Peter, by a salu tary clisposition 
of Providence, the two characters blend into a close 
and moral union. The errors, the blemishes that 
a rise from human weakness, may ind eed seem to 
tarnish the inviolab le dignity of the spiritual ruler 
of the Church j but that power is no more affected 
by the human affiub!esse that surrounds it, than the 
planets of our sys tem are affected by the fogs of 
our atmosphere that conceal them from our view. 
The tens of millions of Catholics who bow with 
reverential awe before the representative of the 
Incarnate God, who wi ll obey every command, and 
beli eve every dogma he may promulgate when 
teaching from his infallible throne-remembering 
the corruption tha t surrounds the courts of kings, 
the hypocri sy of cnurtiers, ;_'l.nd the worthlessness of 
royal favourites-may rejoice that the Roman Court 
bears such felV and trifling exceptions to the weak­
n ess that has made other thrones the contempt of 
history. 

The harmony that pervades through the vast 
machinery of the Roman Court rem inds us of the 
chariot of Ezechiel. It is surprising that a man, a 
lion, an ox, a nd an eagle, so d ifferent in nature and 
power, should work so harmoniously ; but the pro• 
phet explai ns, that the Spirit of God guided their 
movements-•' lbant q 110 spirit11s ducrbat eos." . Tims, 
the chariot of Peter, impelled by such a variety of 
characters and . interests, moves stead ily towards 
the goa l of eternity, under the guiding Spirit of 
(;od. 

The remernl.mmce of the two principalities i1'1 th e 
Holy·See will explain the influ ence of telllpnral 
interests in the Sacred Conclave. The efforts of 
princes ·to elect their favourites, an d the factions of 
powerful families, are easily understood in conne -
tion with the vacant throne; hence, too, we can 
explai n how some of the most eminent prela~es jn 
the Church, endowed ,vith ex traordina ry virtues 
and brilliant ta lents, have joineci themselves Lo 
party factions, which, in the hi story of the Con ­
claves, give an unfavourn.ble impression of the pre· 
Yaknc of huma n fe eling ~md ,rorldly influence. 



Anecdotes of the Conclaves. 

To persons who do not understand the operation 
of the Holy Spirit through the channel of human 
feeling-and they are generally those who have not 
the docility of faith-the difficulties and obstacles 
that rnarre·d the dignity of some of the Conclaves 
of past centuries, b ecome a stumbling-block to 
faith. Our enemies, who have gone around the 
citadel of Catholicity to find the weakest point of 
attack,- pause in triumph over the perverted history 
of the Conclaves, and poll_r forth their bitterest 
tirades on the supposed scandal of division in the 
venerable assemblages of the cardinal_s. "\Ve pro­
pose to grapple with the question, under the guid­
ance of history and th eology, and to remove, by 
authority and reason, the fa lse impressions that 
have been sedulously circulated in the Protestant 
Press concerning the succession to the Chair of 
Peter. 

Another item of interest in the following pages 
will be found in the glance it gives to the unin­
itiated into the interior of a Conclave. F ew are 
aware of the rigid constitutions that guide this all­
important meeting of the Sacred College. Reading 
the ancient canons, we are tempted to smile. The 

' extraordinary isolation required; the oaths of se­
crecy; th e examination of th e food; the wheels in 
the wall; the double keys, and tomb-like silence 
commanded-seem unnecessary precautions to 
guide the deliberations of aged men of inviolable 
honour-dignitaries of austere and sain tly character, 
like the venerable Cardinal Archbishop of West­
minster. 

Yet, these enactments are relics of past history, 
and breathe the wisdom that has been learned in 
the school of experience. 

There were times in the history of the Churcb, 
wh en political motives biassed the hearts of her 
princes; when favour with kings ecl ipsed the sacred 
call of duty; wh en ambition robed itself in the 
lawn of the Sanctuary. The pages of history teen1 
with the machinations of powerful soven~igns to 
rule the Yote of the Conclave, and place syco­
phants of their courts in the Chair of Truth. Dur­
ing the struggles of eighteen centuries, the world 
has been in opposition to the spiritual kingdom of 
Christ. The throne of Peter, erected in a cryp tal 
chapel in the Roman Catacombs, has, in all times, 
been in open war . with the powers of evil; and 
when waves of blood had failed to shake its foun­
dat ions, the more insidious po,Yer of treachery and 
corruption have been tried in vain. The world 
and its proud princes, who will not learn the lesson 
that is thundered from the bistory of centuries, 
vainly try to-day to bribe the vote of the Conclave, 
as in the days when a powerful king said to a 
nominee of his own, "If you will burn the ashes of 
Boniface VIII. , and scatter them to tbe winds as a 
l1 eretic, I will make you Popc."- Mttmton; A1t-
1Lali, vol. vii. 

' Perea! Societatem Jes11," was the watchword 

"' The ide?, of the foll?wi_ng pages was suggested by rea ling 
a , cry unfair and preJud1ced volume, wriLten by one of the 
Trnll opes, on the 'onclavcs. The statements of this writer 
arc )n many plac~s n?t 01:ly historically false, hut grossly in­
sultmg. \ Ve will g:ve 111 the course of the followinrr essays 
:-.om ' !>pccirncns of the manner in which truth is p:rverled 
l>y tl u,c soi-disa 11t hbtoriam;. 

that for nearly two centuries adu mbrated th e coun­
cils of the Conclaves. In vain did the gold and 
corrupt diplomacy of Spain, P ortugal, and Naples 
strive to nominate to the vacant See the cardinal 
who had sworn hostility to the Jesuits. The in• 
trigues of the Ferdinands, th e Henrys, and, in more 
modern times, of the French Napoleons, form pages 
in the history of the Pontificate, that prove to the 
reflec:ting mind that were not the Holy See under 
the protecting cegis of Divine Providence, it should 
long since have succumbed to bribery and cor­
ruption. 

Hence, those canons of extraordinary rigour in 
isolating from the outer world the deliberations of the 
cardinals, were dictated by the necessities of the 
times in which they were enacted. The wisdom 
which found them necessary to shield the integrity 
of the Sacred College in days gone by, will enhance 
to-day the confidence of th e faithful in the difficult 
and threatening aspect of complications that may 
interfere with its liberty. Th e constitutions that 
guide the election and the ritual of the Conclave 
will form an important chapter of our present 
work. They are not generally know1i, even 
amongst educated people; and as the choice of th e 
Conclave is pregnant with such momentous results, 
a photograph of its interior will be deeply useful and 
interesting. 

"Lumm de crelo/ is the title the prophecy of 
Malachi gives the next Pontiff. Time has given 
an extraordinary verification to tbe prophetic 
nomenclature with which the Irish saint has 
epitomized the history of the Sovereign Pontiffs 
during the last five hundred years. The strange 
crucial vicissitudes that have rolled over the 
present pontificate, frorp the exile of Gaeta in '48 
to the imprisonment of the Vatican to-day, 
present a painful realization of the " Cr1tx de 
cruce." 

Rumours and surmises concerning the new 
Pope are on every lip ; the m erits of each cardinal 
are variously estimated. Each one names his own 
favourite. All enquire, with more or less trepida­
tion, will he be a man of stern purpose, who will 
utter the nott possumus with all the courage and 
eloquence of the Piuses of holy memory? will he 
hesitate in the discussions between the spiritual 
and the temporal claims, or will he acquiesce to 
th e reasoning of modern infidelity, and accept the 
th eory that accomplished facts supersede the 
Divine right? Or, in a word, will he make friend s 
with the revolution, and, in a strange policy of 
conciliatio11 , go arm -in-arm through the streets of 
th e Roman capital with the excommunicated king 
who has usurped the temporal dominions and 
interfered with the spiritual liberties of the Holy 
See? 

We have no difficulty in anticipating a reply to 
th ese queries. Perhaps those separated from us by a 
wide gulf of religious sympathies, whose opinions 
of consistency have been formed by the history of. 
the free-judgment developments of the Church of 
England, would not hesitate to expect such an ex­
traordinary change in the policy of the Vatican. 
They do not recognise, as we can, in the consola­
~i ons o_f _faith, founded on Divine promise, the guid­
mg spmt of the Holy Ghost brooding over the 

. I 
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Conclave, influencing and directing the choice that 
so materially concerns the welfare of the univers::i.l 
Church. 

Perhaps there is not one of the Sacred College 
to whom we could give the distinctive appellation 
of "Light from heaven." ·where constellations 
are all bright, there is little superlative brilliancy; 
but the moment the vote of the Conclave has de­
clared the will of Heaven, the haze that wraps in 
equal glory the galaxy of ecclesiastical magnates, 
will gradually lessen around the favourite star, 
leaving it to shine on the world in a blaze of 
celestial light. 

CHAPTER II. 

THE OBSEQUIES OF THE DECEASED PONTIFF.* 

As soon as it has been certified that the 
breath of life has ,passed from the Holy Father, his 
body is left reposing on the couch until the arrival 
of the cardinal chamberlain, who enters the pon­
tifical chamber in rochette, purple mozetta, and 
mantelletta, in order to recognise the body. His 
eminence is introduced to the chamber of death 
by the Monsignore Maestro di Camera, and is 
accompanied by clerics and the official attendants 
then on duty at the palace. 

Reciting the "De profimdts '' as he kneels by the 
bedside on a purple cushion, the face of the 
deceased Pontiff is uncovered by one of the 
assistaf1ts, and the body recognised; then the 
Maestro di Camera hands to the cardinal the 
Fisherman's ring, w11ich is immediately sealed with 
the same stamp as is used in the Ca1tcellana for 
the authorization of the Pontifical Bulls. This seal 
is broken at the first meeting of the cardinals, as 
we will note further on. 

A notary, or the Secretary of the College of 
Cardinals, will now read the act of recognition of 
the body, and formal consignment of the ring, after 
which all depart, except the Fathers Penitentiaries 
of St. Peter's, who remain to intercede for the 
·deceased with uninterrupted prayers. 

When the cardinal chamberlain arrives at the 
private antechamber, having removed his rochette, 
lie signs the order to give public notice of the sad 
event by ringing of the bells of the Capitol. Sur­
rounded by the domestic clerics and the Swiss 
Guard, who have to be at hand until the opening 
of the Conclave, and who have donned their armour 
and carry their rifles, the cardinal holds a special 
meeting of all the attendants, in order to appoint to 
them their various duties during the obsequies. 
The principal functionaries whom he will designate 
will ue: the guardian of the private effects of the 

* The following particulars of the solemn obsequies 
of the deceased Pope, and preparations for the Con­
clave, we have culled from a small Italian work printed at 
Rome in the early part of this century, entitled, "Breve 
Raggualio della Sede Vacante." As the work bears the 
imprimatur of the theological censors of that time, and seems 
to be the most accurate work published on the subject, we 
will tran late almost verbatim the peculiar details of civil and 
religious functions which occupy the Sacred College durir1g 
the nine days required Lefore entering the Conclave. This 
chapter will, therefore, form an interesting, as w ell as neces­
sary introduction to the description of the Conclav s. 

Holy Father, and articles found in his room; the 
guardians of the pontifical palaces, of the stables, 
the garden, the Castle St. Angelo, and the armoury, 
as also the temporary secretaries of the D ataria, 
of the Briefs, of the Seals, and the Conclave.* 

There is an etiquette of costume and deportment 
required from the cardinals at this peculiar time, so me­
what different from other occasions. "\Ve mentioned 
that the cardinal chamberlain, having recognised 
the body and retired to a private room, remored 
the rochette; but the rule for those cardinals who 
are not immediately attached to the palace, is to 
wear the rochette uncovered. They do not permit 
anyone to sit on their left when in their carriages, 
and the soutane and stockings must be purple: the 
minor prelates are to wear mantelletta of black silk. 
Tli e auditors of the Rota are exempted from this rule, 
as in the Cappel le ( chapels, at fun eral services, &c.), 
they carry the large cloak with purple hood. Also 
the consistorial advocates are permitted to have 
the purple cappa, with the usual hood turned 
down. 

When the cardinal chamberlain has signed the 
document declaring the death of the Pope, the 
cardinal vicar will immediately despatch an order 
to all the churches, instructing the pastors to have 
their bells tolled at the rnome11t that the Capitol 
bells commence the solemn tolling; they ring for a 
full hour; this they also do when the body is being 
removed from the palace to St. Peter's. The 
cardinal vicar also directs a funeral service to be 
held in every church, and each priest is expected 
to celebrate a holy Mass for the deceased 
Pontiff. 

The fir-St meeting of the Congregation is held in 
the house of the D ean of the Sacred College, and 
is to appoint the Crrpi d' Ordi1ti (Heads of Order). 
To understand the nature of this meeting, we must 
bear in mind that after the death of the Pope, the 
spiritual government of the universal Church (in as 
far as is not required the pontifical authority\ and 
the temporal government of the City of Rome, and 
of all the Ecclesiastical States, devolve on the Col­
lege of Cardinals, which is composed of bishops, 
priests and deacons. One cardinal of each order, 
together with the cardinal chamberlain, takes turn 
about in the direction of affairs ; hence, the above­
mentioned first Congregation is composed of the 
cardinal chamberlain, the cardinal dean, the first 
cardinal priest, and first cardinal deacon. In the 
absence of any of these, the meeting is held in the 
house of the cardinal who is the oldest of the three 
respective Orders-the Monsig~1ere Secretary of the 
Sacred College is permitted always to be present, 
and he also, during the vacant See, assumes the 
duties of Secretary of State; hence all the resolu­
tions, decrees or orders that issue from these Con­
gregations, or meetings, are undersigned by the three 
above-mentioned Heads of Order, by the ardinal 
charnberbin, and by this Mon. ·gnore Secretary of the 
Congregation, and now Secretary of State. On 
him devolves the obligation of registering the de-

* 1 he::;e - appointments have reference to the cere­
monie of th e funeral rather than to the actual \\·orking 
of these departments, which are closed until the election of a 
new Pope. 
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crees and forwarding then] to thrir destination. 
He will also have charge of the letters and com-
1nunications which the Heads of_ 01,der -m ay have 
occasion to write. 

vVe now return to the chamber where the de~ 
ceased Pontiff has breathed his last. 

Twenty-four hours after his death, and not till 
then, the body is given to skilled surgeons, to be 
opened and embalmed. When the viscera are ex­
tracted, they are placed iu a silver bowl, and carried 
to th e Church of SS. Vincent and Anastatius, at the 
Fountain of Trevi, where they are deposit~d with 
the entrails of other Popes. The ori~in and reason 
of this custom dates from Benedict XIV. The 
Quirin.al Palace, where many of the Popes have 
died, is in the parish of SS. Vincent and Anastatius, 
an_g to this church have been consigned the viscera 
of the Popes who have d ied ,it the Quirinal.*· 

·when the body is embalmed and clothed in sou­
tane, mozzetta and cope of wool, it is exposed under 
a ba!t!ad1i110 (canopy) in the hall, where the private 
Consistory is generally held. Here the people are 
permitted to enter and venerate the remains, whilst 
the Penitentiaries of St. Peter's continue night and 
day, without ceasing, to chant psalms and recite 
holy prayers. After the Az1e .llfaria, at nightfall, 
the people are not permitted to enter. 

One hour after the Ave 'iWaria of this seco,nd _clay 
after death, the body is removed to the Sistine 
Chapel. The remains are carried on a couch, 
covered with crimson velvet, and fringed with gold 
open on every side. The body bears a cap: but 
not a _ stole or cross. The proceS6ion is thus 
formed:-

First, two divisions of tl1e Noble Guard, and two 
drurnme1:.s; some ol the domestics, bearing torch es 
and flambeaux; then thirty Parafre11icrit Next 
in order marches the captain of the Swiss 
Guard, followed by his men ; the master of cere­
monies in purple soutane; the bier snrroundecl 
by the Penitentimies, carrying ligfated torches 
in their han~ls, and reciting the ll1iserere in lo\\', 
solemn tones. Again, a body of Swiss, in mail 
armour, who are also located around the bier; 
immediately following comes a company of N olJie 
Guards, with banner reversed; then other guards, 
without banners or music. Tbe bells of the 
churches are rung, and silence observed lJy th e 
people, who flock in great crowds to witness the 
procession. Finally, the corteg-e is closed by canons, 
surrounded by Swiss and Bombardtf.ri, who are 
clothed with deerskin, and have their guns on 
their shoulders. 

Arrived at the Sistine Chapel, the Penitentia ries 
<livest the body of the cl0mestic garments worn 
thus far; they robe it in pontificals of reel colour­
that is, in rochettc, amicc, all , cincture, fanoneJ 

"' This custom, \\·e belie;ve, h:is been ch::i.nged in the 
lr.st three reigns, and St. Peter's h::i.s l1een justly selecteLl a 
the honoured resting-pi. cc of the entire remain s of the dt:· 

eased Popes. 
t The Pamfr.:11icri are the cl-rivers and coachmen f 

lh 1:alace. They f~wm an import:int part on all occa~ions 
of c11·play, >r pontdical uut-d or ceremonies. They carry 
to1 ches ol white wax. 

t The_ F,lllone, r, ns it i sometimes called the 
Fm.•one, lS lhat Orqfr of which Dmnuc.lo writes. De .Divi11is 

tunicella, dalrnatic, chastible, pa1lium, and mitre 
of cloth of gold, and at his fe et the two birrettas of 
red velvet, ,vhich in pub lic pontifical ceremonies 
are usually carried by the private chaml.Jerlain s. 
The body is then placed on another bier, erected in 
th½ .. form of a cata lalque, placed in the centre of the 
chapel, and surrounded by torches. The Peniten­
tiaries, in stole and surplice, still assist, and remain 
for the night. · 

On the morning of the third day, at an ap­
pointed hour, the card inals assemble in the vest­
ment chamber ( Camera de Paranzenti), and here 
they hold their first Congregation. It is styled the 
first, because, during the nine days of preparation 
for the solemn obsequies in the grand Basilica of 
St. Peter1s, the cardinals hold a Congregation E:very 
morning, either in a room in the Vatican, or in the 
sacristy of the Basilica. In order not to interrupt 
.the description of the ceremonies, and to avoid re­
petition, we will here enumerate the subjects to be 
treated in those Congregations, according to cunsti­
tuti ons of Clement XII., of the 24th Dec1cmber, 
r 7 3 z, ,vl10se words we ,vill reproduce a lmost 
lit erally. 

In the first Congregation, the Secretary of the 
Sacred College, assisted by tl1e masters of the pon­
tifical ceremonies, will read the constitutions of 
Pope Gregory X., which commences '' Ubi penc1t­
l11m /) also, that of Julian II., "de Sz"111onz"aca elcc­
ttime /' also, of Pius IV. and of Gregory XV., '' de 

Offiriis, lib. 3, rap. 9, 11. I. Abo :V[abillon, in his /1£uses 
ltalico, tom. 2, Ord. Ro111.,.p. 225. Also, Bzovio, An. 1303. 
And Ch ristopher Marcellus, Cerem Rom., !tb. 2, mp. 14. 
Also Cardinal Bona, Rev. Liturg., lib. I, mp. 24, and other~. 
It is a veil of finest silk, of various colours, mixed with gold, 
and is placed over the alb, and spread then over the chasuble, 
over 1he shoulders and be/ore the breast. Ducange believes 
the word Pavon, from which comes Fano11e, is a Saxon word. 
See Dictionarium medice et i11ji.mce Latinitatis. 

But if we may be permitted to make a far more reason­
ri.ble conjecture, it seems more likely to come from Feloniou, 
of tbe Greeks, which is a chasul>le, in form a cope, used by 
the Greek priests. It nrnst be remembered, in the first cen­
turies the sacred vestments were common to the Greek and 
Latin Churches. The L atins, however, in order to be quicker 
in the sacred rites, opened this cope at hoth sides, and fo1:med 
what ,,.;e now call a chasuble. The Greeks, most tenacious 
of ancient constitutions and practices, as is very creditable to 
them, have preserved the chasuble in its ancient form. The 
same must he sai<l of the Roman Pontiffs ; for they have al· 
\Ynys endeavoured to preserve all the ancient customs. Such, 
for instance, is the candle, or Bu,r;ia, used at pont ifical ce re­
monies; it is a relic of the Ritual of the Catacombs, where 
the priests required additional light in the celebration of the 
DiYine Mysteri es. It has become the exclusive priYilege 
of bishops, abbots. canons, etc. 

vVe would venture a similar conjecture relative to the Suc­
ri11lor/o, which, lik e the £,;,none, is only used by the Holy 
Father \\·hen he officiates pontifical ly. It is somewhat sirni -
1::i.r to that which the Greeks call l-;;pigmta::ion, of quadrangular 
shape, l1 anging from the I It sid e . These two vestments arc 
sy lllhols of the uninterrupted union of the Greek and Latin 
C hurches, ancl the superiority of the Roman Pontiff over 
both. 

A !though Bo11auni, de Ecrlts. Z-Iierai-r!t., rap. 66, cloes not 
/incl any0ne to make mention of the Fr.11wm belore the time of 
Innoce nt Ill., nevertheless, we would refer those interested 
in this species of erudition, to the celebrated chronological 
repre. e11tation of the Popes, executed in ancient mo~aics, in 
th e Basilica o f St. Paul's, which is certaiuly more ancient 
than the thirteenth century, in which Aouri hed Innocent 
I~ I. Ther~ nre :imilar mosaics in other churches o f very an-
1ent elate, m wl11ch the P opes are seen robed in this sacred 

vestment. 
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elect/011e/' and of Urba1-1 VIII., confirming the rite 
of election established by the same Pon tiff, and by 
C lement the XI I., for the direction of tne Con­
clave, and administration of affairs during the 
vacant See. The cardinals swear to observe those 
constitutions. 

After they have taken this so1emn o:ith , the 
cardinal chamberlain produces the Fisherman's 
ring ; the seal is broken after the manner of the 
B olla of the Ca1tcellaria. Then the Secretary of 
the Briefs a nd Memorials consigns bis charge. 
Then they proceed to e lect a Governor of Rome, 
or confirm th e appointment already made by the 
Pontiff when alive. This functionary has also the 
jurisdiction over the Rione di Bo1 go/ he is gene­
rally a prelate, elected 1rom the Sacred College ot 
Cardinals. 

At this meeting they elect two prelates; one to 
d eliver the fun eral oration on the last day of the 
Novendz'ale, and another to preside over the elec­
tion of the new Pontiff. Two cardinals are also 
chosen to superintend and direct the formation of 
the Conclave. 

In the second Congregation they confirm al l the 
officials of Rome, and of the Ecclesiastical 
Province. 

Then the Comervatori of Rome are admitted to 
express their sentiments of condolence at the loss 
of their Prince, and to tender their allegiance to 
the Sacred College. The cardinals already ap­
pointed give th ei r first report relative to the exi­
gencies or difficul ties of the forthcoming Con­
c hve. 

At the third Congregati0n the cardinals elect, with 
secret vote, the Confessor of the Conclave; whilst 
n ew and unantic ipa ted contingencies, or accidents 
of the time, of political or religious t endenc ies, 
are reported by the cardinals organizing th e Con­
clave, and discussed a t length by the Sacred Col­
lege. In days of trouble and political ex·citement, 
thtse meetings call forth all th e prudence and talent 
of those eminent Princes of the Churcli. 

In the fourth meeting, they e lect the Physicians of 
the Conclave; in the fifth, the Spezia/i(Apothecaries) 
and the Barbers ; at the sixth, by the last cardinal 
deacon, is extracted, by lot, the numbers of the 
rooms, or cells, to be allotted to the cardinals dur­
j ng the Conclave. The mode of this distribution 
js as follows :-The na mes of all the living cardi­
nals are written on separate cards, and cast into a 
box. The exact number of rooms are provided, 
and on as many separate cards a number is placed, 
:i.nd these numbers are cast into another box. The 
cardinal d eacon las t created draws the name of 
one of the cardinals, and irnmediately a number 
from the other box; thus d etermining for each one 
without favour their apartments during the Con­
clave. At the sixth Congregation, a lso, the masters 
of ceremonies, who do not belong to the Sacred 
College, read the constitutions entitling them to be 
present at the Conclave; of tl1ese, six only are to 
be admitted, according to the Bull of Clem ent XII. 

According to the Bull of Gregory X., the cardi­
nals are permitted to bring with them to the Con­
clave one or two attendants; it, however, any of 
their eminences desire the attendance of a thir<l 

. servanti he is required to make special d emand from 

J 

the Congregation a t t11e seventh meeting. Th en, 
also, are nominated thirty-five other domestics, who 
arc to attend to tlw cleanliness and hygiene of the 
Conclave. Clement XlI. ii1creased the nurnbel' 
from twenty-four to thirty-fi,·e. 

In the erghth meeting, two cardinals me elected 
who are to take accurate scrutiny of the Conclavists. 
At this Congregation all the cardinals, and those 
authorized in the preceding Congregations te enter 
the Couclave, are required to send in to the In­
quisitors just elected, their names, surnames, grades, 
country, and other particulars of life and character, 
as may be required. 

In the ninth and last meeting, three more car­
dinals are elected by secret vote to s uperirfte nd 
and protect the inviolab le cloister of the Conclave, 
aud to see the duties performed by the assistants. 

We should also mention that besides tJ1ose Con­
gregations _ held regularly by the Sacred College, 
there were particular meetings of the Heads of 
Order, togetJ.ier with the cardmal chamberlai n, to 
treat of matters relative to the civil govern ment of 
the city and State; and in these meetings the acts 
of the genernl Congregation are received and rati • 
fied, and letters are read, suggestions received, 
&c. 

As may be easily imagined, the work of these 
cardinals is of a ·varied and multifold character; for 
immediately on the death of the Pope, they have 
to notify the absent cardinals, Catholic princes, and 
foreign powers-to appoint vice-legates, presiden ts, 
and governors of provinces and cities in the States 
of the Church, in order to arrange and expedite 
the election of a successor, and to preserve good 
order and public tranquillity. 

Returning now to the Camera de Parammft~ 
where the cardinals have h eld their first Co11gre­
gation, we find, as soon as tl1e important work is 
concluded, the Canons of St. Peter's have formed 
a procession up the Scala Regia , bearing lighted 
torches and chanting psalms. As soon as gathered 
in the large ball at the entrance of the Sistine, the 
cardinals arrive in processional order, and then the 
choirs -sing the "Subvem'te Sa1,-cti Dci." One of the 
canons, in cope, recites the prayers, and imme­
diately the procession is organized for carrying the 
body to St. P eter's. The order is thus arranged:­
The cross o f the Basilica; then the canons and 
clergy, two and two; after them the bier, carried 
by eight priests ; around are the macebearers 
and the Swiss Guard in armour. The cardinals 
follow, t\YO a nd two ; then the Monsignores and 
domestic prelates of the palace, a ll reciting the 
psalms a nd prayers prescribed by the ritual for the 
fun eral service. Arri-ved in the church, the body is 
placed in the grand nave, the cardinals form a line 
on either sid e, and remain standing whilst the choir 
sing the "Libera 111e D omiJLe," and the Monsignore 
the Vicar of the Basilica, dressed in full ponti­
fical s, gives the absolu~ion according to the Roman 
Pontifical. When this is done, the body is borne 
to the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament, where it 
is closed ; but in such a manner as to leave the 
I ee t outside the iron grating, tha t they may be 
kissed by the people. It will remai n in this man­
ner for three days, surrounded by a large quant ity 
of burning torches. The Swiss Guard will keep 
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order amongst the great crowds, that may be ex­
pected, through curiosity or devotion, to visit the 
C!wpel!e Ardmte. 

The following day they commence the "Noven­
diale," or nine days' preparation. Ea.eh day a 
solemn High Mass is chanted in the Chapel _o~ the 
Choir, assisted by all those who have the pnv1lege 
of being present at the Pontifical Capella. A 
small catafalque is erected in this chapel, which 
remains until the sixth day, because on the seventh 
the magnificent catafalque is supposed to be com­
pleted in the centre of the Basilica. This smaller 
catafalque is surrounded by twenty torches of 
yellow wax; of this colour are all the candles and 
torches used during the Nove11diale. Here the 
N ob1e Guard assist every morning, carrying their 
short cloaks of red colour, and on the Tracolla* a 
black veil, instead of the black.ferajo!o _; and the 
same distinction is made in the costume of all the 
officers of the troops. The mazzien: with m1Lces 
of covered silver and purple cassache, guard the 
entrance to the chapel. A cardinal chants the 
Mass, and the whole cqngregation of cardinals as­
sist in the stalls of the canons ; the tail-bearers, 
holding the torches of their eminences, are per­
mitted to sit at their feet ; the prelates of every 
order sit according to: their rank in the seats 
of the beneficed clergy of the Basilica, carrying 
candles of two pounds weight. The Governor of 
Rome, the Auditor of the Chamber, the Treasurer, 
~nd the Patriarchs, are distinguished by torches of 
various size and value. 

When Mass is over; the chanters sing the 
" Lz"bera," and the cardinal who celebrated Mass 
gives the absolution from the altar. 

Arrived the third day in which the body of 
the Pope has been lying in the Chapel of the 
Blessed Sacrament, preparations are com­
menced for the interment, which will take place in 
the evening of this day; and these ceremonies, to­
gether with the solemn Mass, coram cadavere, are 
different in character, and much more solemn than 
the preceding functions. 

All concerned assemble in the sacristy of St. 
Peter's, and the procession, as on other occasions 
just noted, is formed, preceded by the cross of the 
Basilica. The chapter and clergy sing, in low bass 
Lones, the "Miserere," as they move towards the 
Chapel of the Choir, and, formed into lines, await 
the arrival of the bier, which is brought from the op­
posite chapel by the chaplains of the Basilica, 
robed in surplice, without cappa or birretta. The 
cardinals -enter the Chapel of the Choir through the 
the narrm\· passage and stairs leading from the 
sacristy. 

When all are assembled, the choir sing " In 
Paradisum,:' &c. Then the Vicar of the Basilica, 
in cope and mitre, blesses the coffin of cypress 
wood with a special prayer, and uses holy water 
[1.11d incense. The choir then sing the "hzore-
r n dl o 1,1or, an t 1e psalm, " Quemadmodum deszderal " 
and repeat the antiphon "Ingrcdiar." ' 

In the meantime, some of the priests, designated 

* Trace/la ic; a while lealh r strap, hung from lhc right 
'ho\\l(\ cr, an l fac; l nee\ under lhc left arm. 

for this purpose, have commenced to place around 
the body a large covering of red cloth-of-gold, rich] y 
embroidered and ornamented with borders of gold; 
then they place the body in the coffin, leaving it 
still vested as we have mentioned when in the Sis­
tine. The cardinal nephew of the deceased Pon­
tiff, or if there be not any, the nearest relative in 
the Sacred College, and if there be none such, as 
happened in the case of Benedict XIII. and XIV., 
the Major-domo of the Vatican, covers the face 
and hands with a small handkerchie( of white silk. 

- The major-domo, with the assistance of one of 
the masters of ceremony of the Pontifical Chapel, 
places at the feet -of the corpse a purse of red vel­
vet, in which are placed three other purses of the 
same material, and in these are collected-in one, 
medals of gold; in the second, of s1lver; and in 
the third, of metal, equal to the number of years 
he has reigned. On these meda ls there is the like­
ness of the deceased Pontiff, and on the other side 
the principal actions of his reign. The introduc­
tion of medals and coins into the urns and sepul­
chral vases of conspicuous persons is of most 
ancient origin, as is testified daily by the discoveries 
of ancient tombs and monuments of the celebrated 
dead of times gone by. · 

The body is now covered with a veil of red silk 
cloth by the two masters of ceremonies, spread 
over the coverlet of which we have spoken, which 
hangs down on either side in graceful folds. The 
coffin-lid is then placed in position, and screwed 
on. There are present, a Notary of the Curia 
Apostolica, a Secretary of the Chamber, and a 
N ota.ry of the Capitol, ,vho seal the coffin, and pre­
pare a public document to the perpetuation of the 
solemn function thus discl1arged. 

· Her~, then, commences two other ceremonies 
similar to the preceding ; for the cypress coffin has 
yet to be placed in a lead coffin, and in another 
larger one of wood. After the closing and sealing of 
the first, the cardinals consign the remains to the 
canons, who immediately, on their part, see it . 
placed in the large leaden coffin prepared for it, on 
which, also, a brass plate indicates the name, age, 
and important dates of the deceased ; this, too, is 
sealed by the cardinal chamberlain and major­
domo. Finally, it is placed in the large modern 
coffin, richly rnoun ted in golcl and silver. 

It has been customary to place the remains tem­
porarily in the niche over the entrance to the 
choir sacristy, where they rest until some grand 
monument is completed, and to this place they 
bring the immense coffin already described. The 
Chapter of the Basilica are responsible for its safe 
keeping-not very difficult, remembering the enor­
mous weight that surrounds it-and they must 
restore it when required for transportation to its 
final monument. 

The time has now arrived for the grand funeral 
service in St. Peter's . The enormous and superb 
catafalque, at which men have laboured for seven 
days, is supposed to be finished, and the ceremonies 
o f the seventh day lead us to consider the public 
funeral obsequies, the grnndest and most solemn 
that can be imagined. The catafalque is one of 
the features of attraction; it is over 1 oo feet in 
height, and is raised in graduating tiers of pyrami-
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dical dimensions, anu towers far away in th e centre 
of the grand nave of the Basilica with imposing 
grandeur. Statues and groups of weeping figures, 
carved from the snowy Carrara marble, stand in 
bold relief from the sombre veil that covers the 
enormous structure ; designs and monograms in 
gold and purple, form various contrasts-texts of 
Scripture and truisms that remind of the fell des­
troyer's march, striking at the palaces of the great 
as well- as at the cabins of the poor ; angels, who 
seem to sympathize with sorrow-stricken mortals, 
hide, in silver wings, their weeping faces; and all 
that art can borrow from genius to throw poetry 
and magnificence around its expression of sorrow, 
finds its grandest realization in the temporary mau­
soleum raised for the obsequies of the deceased 

and for five different tiers for five different abso­
lutions, to which we will allude directly. 

After solemn Requiem Mass, c11anted in the 
Chapel of the Choir, the absolution is given at tl1e 
catafalque. The cardinal celebrant, in black cope 
and mitre of white damask, accompanied by four 
cardinal bishops, follows the Crbss of the Basilica 
in proce.ssional order to the first tier of the cata­
falque. These cardinals are vested in rochette, 
arnice, stole, black cope and white damask mitre. 
The attendant ministers, amongst whom are those 
of the State and representatives · of foreign courts, 
are directed to follow in the order given in the 
Ceremomale Episcoporum. Arrived at the cata­
falque, the celebrant and four cardinal bishops 
ascend by a stairs to the first tier, where they are 

SAINT SOPHIA- CON STANTINOPLE-(Scc ncxt prrn,•.) 

Pontiff. Tl1e people flock around from every I seated, the celebrant on afaldt'sfort'um opposite the 
nation to witness the imposing solemnity of those altar of the Chapel of the Choir, and facing towards 
final acts of honour, which in a few days will be the catafalque ancl cross, which has been paced in 
replaced by expressions of joy equally magnificent, position before him; the other four cardinals occupy 
when Rome hails the election and coronation of a position at each corner of the same tier. The 
her new ruler. There are some strange and in- us~1al responses are then sung by the choir. The 
teresting rites to pass before us, and we will resume cardinal celebrant gives the five absolutions as~pre­
the thread of the description. scribed by the Ceremomale, lib., cap. ii., mmi. r 3. 

Although the design and dimensions of the cata- The same will be done each day for three days.* 
falque may vary according to the minds of the On the ninth day-the third around the grand 
architects employed, yet they have to follow catafalque-before the five absolutions given by the 
in some degree the plan that will meet the require-
ments of the Roman ceremonial. Besides the or­
naments of marble, the candelabra of gold, and 
paintings commemorative of the life and actions of 
the Pope, they must make room for r,ooo pounds of 
wax, to be burned daily, for three days, around it, 

J 

; f It was the custom about two hundred years ag0 
to give cardinal s a funeral of nine days : the rite is fully 
described in the Ceremonia l of Aui;ustin Patrizio (Tit. xv.), 
cap. i., De novendirrlib11s cardiurrli difm1cto celebra11dzs. The 
custom has fall en into disuse. 
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celebrant, the cardinal elected to preach will 
deliver his funeral oration from a small pulpi t 
erected on the gospel side of the altar. 

Turning again to ci,·il affai rs, during the No-
7•cndt'ale and during the sittings of the general 
Congregations of the Sacred College, addresses are 
received from the Nuncios of the fore ig n courts, 
also from, ambassadors, and ministers of princes, 
from the Knig hts of Malta, of Bologna, ~nd Fer­
rara, &c. Where those messages of condolence 
are carried by representatives of the princes, this 
person is admitted to address the Sacred Congre­
gation in a short speech. Tl1e cardinal d ea n of the 
Sacred College rep lies; in his absence the oldest 
cardinal present makes the µublic reply. 

On the first day of the Nuvmdta!e the Conserva­
tori de! popo!o hold a very important meeting at the 
Capitol, which is styled de Celltc1. The object of 
this meeting is to organize the Malz'zia Urbana, and 
to give those._directions that may co_nd uce to th e 
good order of the city. This practice sprung from 
the m emory of the troubled times that history 
records to have surrounded the obsequies of 
deceased Popes in past centuries. This special 
force consists of two hundred a nd fifty soldiers, a 
captain chosen from the cavalry, a standard-bearer, 
who is nominated by the cardinal chamberlain , two 
serjeants, nine corporals, two trumpeters, an adju­
tant and secretary. Their offi ce ceases on the 
electio11 of the new sovereign, for then these 
soldiers should be disbanded. The head-quarters 
are generally placed in the Capitol, small detach­
m ents, however, are placed in each of the fourteen 
di visions of the city. · They make the round of the 
city IJoth day and night; th ey guard the Ghetto, 
th e gates and the bridges; not, however, the 
Ponte San A ngelo, where are p laced strong 
barriers.* _ 

Moreover, as the Tiber intersects the city, and 
the Vatican P a lace, where the. Conclave is held, 
and forms with Trastevere separate divis_ions, it is 
usual to divide these quarters a ltogether from the 
rest of the city during the sitting of the Conclar e, 
and to the soldiers of Prince Mattei, the custody of 
this division is committed. - An edict is also pro­
mulgated by the Conservatori tliat a light shall be 

· placed in each wind o\,·, and all stores and business 
establishments must be closed at certain eJ.rly 
hours.t 

M any other decrees are issu ed according -to the 
exigencies of the time by the Governor of Rome. 
The Rio1te Borg:o, or divis ion of the city in which 
the Vatican stands, is placed under special protec­
tion. Formerly, before the year 17 40, a prelate 
was elected by the Sacred College to act as go­
n rnor of this district, but Clement X II. , wishing to 
reduce the expenses of the Concla\'e, abolished 
this, and many other superfluous appointmen ts. 

* In v_i gonr_ of, a .cnsl? m _of. time-honoured anliqnily, 
the guardian hip o, this bnclge 1s g1 ven to the hou ,;e of Mattei 
:i. Roman prince, w hich supplies for thi s end, at its own ex'­
pense, a t roop_of soldiers, in the uniform o f the fami ly . 

:r At one time we read, so strict was the law of sur­
v •1llance, that shopkeepers were obliged to remove their 
c _unters and tal 1 s, l sl politi al rimin:ds and disturbers 
imght h s. er <l beneath thcm. Times change and w arc 

h:u,g ,\ with them. ' 

During the N ovendia!e, it should be remarked, 
funeral services of more or less imposing splendour 
are celebrated in the large churches of the city. 
All that wealth or talent, and a ll that profession:i.l 
or amateur skill can contribute, are invited to en­
hance the solemnity of th e obsequies. The whole 
city and, indeed, the whole world, unites in send­
mg the suffrage of prayer to heaven in behalf of the 
deceased Pon tiff. 

( To be co1tt11wed.) 

~aint ~op1Jtc1, <ltom,tantinople. 

~.!n~!Jr FTER that eventful and glorious 
Y~~~ campaign which terminated in the 
~V'tlC ~ lUt{ O\'erthrow of the power of the tyrant 
i?;'fl ~"~i~ bMax

1
en

1
tiu:' on thfeC~anks of:the

1
Tdiber, 

~lJVO~ _y t 1e eg10ns o onstantme, e on 
J_j"'..\ to victory beneath the standard of th e 

, · ~ft~ Cross, Rome had but enjoyed for a 

!, ._· ;~ brief period the blessings of peace, and the 
~ '1 benefits resulting from the wise legislation 
-~~ inaugurated by the first Christian emperor, 

when the state was threatened with new dangers 
from the ambition of Licinus, who shared the 
impcrial power in the East. Relying on the strength 
of the forces under his control, he resolved to bid 
defiance to his more fortunate colleague, and extend 
the boundaries of his dominion ; but ere the troops 
he had assembled were in a position to take the 
offensive, they were confronted by the army of 
Constantine, already arrived on the banks ot the 
Hebrus. Repulsed, with terrific loss, from th e -
defences of Adrianople, Lici nus fell back upon 
Byzantium, whither he was hotly pursued by the 
legions of the emperor, whi le the Roman galleys 
with a favourable wind, penetrated in safety through 
the narrow strait leading from the JEgeum to the 
Propontis, and, advancing, blockaded the enemy 
by sea. Despairing of being able to hold th e 
miserable defences of the town against the strength 
of his formidable adversary, Li~inus crossed hurriedly 
to the Asiatic shore, where he finally determined to 
risk an engagement. It resulted in the complete 
overthrow of his forces, and his own capture, while 
endeavouring to escape from the slaughter. 

Constantine, now master of the civilized world, 
resolved to transfer the seat of empire into the 
eastern portion of his dominions, a nd lay _the 
foundations of ,L capital ·wh ich should become the 
rival of ancient Rome. Charmed with the pic­
turesque region around Byzantium, and taking in, 
with the eye of a strategist, the natural advantages of 
its situation, he selected the extremity of the narrow 
promontory e ' Lending towards the As iat ic conti­
nent, whose gentle s lopes, clothed with luxur iant 
,·erdure, are ,vasbed on either side with the trans· 
parent waters of the Euxine and the Propontis, as 
the site of the new capital of the empire. Here, 
surrounded by his victorious legions, he traced ou t 
the boundaries of the city d estined to become the 
Queen of the East. 

The found a tions of the future metropolis were 
ommenced A.D. 326, and su h ,ms the ardour and 

rapidity of th e work of erection, that but four years 
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later the new city was solemnly inaLigurated, Qnd, 
with in.finit ely greater pleasure than the admiration 

xperienced by the Trojan ex il e as be gazed on 
the rising towers of .arthogc: and 

;1fir:1lur molern . . . magal ia quondam, 
:'11 irn.tur portas, strepilnmr1uc, et st rata Yi arum, 

Constantine beheld the ramparts, the sumptuous resi­
dences and palaces, the animation of the crowded 
thoroughfares of a new Rom e, where but a short 
time previously had stood the wretched habitations 
of the old Byzantium. 

Foremos t aniong the works which the emperor 
undertook for the embelli shment of the new capital 
des tined to bear his nam e, was the erect ion of a 
superb bas ili ca, to be· consecrated to the Christian 
worship. On the bt:ilding ·and decoration of this 
sacred temple he was resolved to lavish an imperial 
generosity a nd magnificence, in order to beq ueath 
to posterity a noble monument of his gratitude and 
veneration for that august religion to which he was 
indebted for all his greatness. 

Truly an as tounding revolution had taken place 
in the p,1gan world. A quarter of a century had 
but elapsed since the sanguinary edicts of Diocletian, 
promulgated from the forum, announced the most 
Yiolent persecuti ,:rn that had yet assailed the religion 
of Christ, and the dark recesses of the Catacombs 
failed to afford an asy lum to its. hunted disciples, 
whil e the sands of the Coliseum were daily 
ll10i stened with the crimson tide of the blood of 
Christ ian martyrs, sacrifi ced to the implacable 
hatred of pagan Rome; and behold-the .cross 
glitters amid th e gems of the imperial diad em ; a nd 
th e invincible conqu ero r, who carri ed the Labarurn 
before th e eagles, and planted the ensign of Re­
demption in triumph on th e Capitol, erects. on the 
shores of the Euxine, in the cenLre of the newly­
founded capita! of his empire, a magnificent 
Christian basilica, as an enduring monument of 
his faith, and of th e triumph of that religion which 
all the power of th e Roman Empire, during three 
centuries of persecution, had YaiITly stri\'en to 
annihilate. 

The Basilica of Saint Sophia, thus found ed by 
Constantine, was still further embellished by his 
son and successor, Constantius. In the disturb­
:rnces created by the heretics agai nst the illustrious 
St.John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople, 
the sacred edifice, the glory of the city, was co n­
sumed in great part by a violent conflagrat ion. 
This loss was deemed by Zozomen a nd oth ers one 
of the greatest calamities that could l1 ave befall en 
the city. The basilica was immedia tely repaire l 
by Arcadiu s, and subsequently by Theodosius; but 
to th e munificence of the E mperor Justinian it was 
indebted for the work of reconstruction. · From 
the noble undertaking he accompli ·hed we may 
form an idea of the grandeur and eleva tion of his 
riews. The most em inent architects a nd art ists 
were in vited to Constantinople. Orders were 
issued to th e governo rs in all th e provin ces of the 
empire to collect th e rarest marbles and oth er costly 
materials tor th e work of restoration, and in a short 
time galleys laden with the spoils of the proudest 
pagan temples in Greece and Italy arrived in the 
harbour of Const:mtinople. Columns of porphyry, 

J 

• 
arabesques, mosaics, marbles of various hues, 
go! ,J and silver ornaments, precious stones, &c., 
were amassed in ab undance, under the person~! 
supervision of the emperor, who -daily might be 
seen among the arLi sans. The work developed with 
aniazing rapidity. T en thousand workmen laboured 
at the erection; and at length J ustinian had tli c 
delight of beholding the magnificent central By­
zantine cupola crowning the completed. structure. 
Transported with enthusiasm, he exclaimed:­
" Thanks be to God, who has deern~d me worthy 
to accomplish such a work." 

The k.rrn of the basilica was nearly square. In the 
cent1:e rose, in its light and gracefuLproportions, the 
grand cupola, 105 feet in diaml'ter, adorned with 
~o ld and mosaics. The nave was covered with 
two hemispherical domes, and besides these, four 
smaller cupolas cro wned the principal portions of 
th e edifice. The doors were of cedar wood, inlaid 
with ivory j the floor was of marble, and colunms 
of alabas ter supported the galleri es. The sanctuary 
was reful gent with the richness of oriental decora­
tion , and t l1 c [[ [tar stood on four pillars of rnassi\'e 
gold. 

Such was the ancient Basilica of S,aint Sophia; 
but alas ! we shall not endeavour to pourtray the 
feel ings of the Christian traveller who, in the 
nineteenth century, contemplating for t)le first time 
the glittering panorama ot Stamboul, descries, in, 
the vicinity of a seraglio, and surrounded with 
Turkish minarets, the superb dome of Saint Sophia , 
on whose lofty summit the Crescent has replaced 
the Cross l ,vhat emotions of extreme sadness at 
iLs present desecration does h..~ not experience, 
while his mind reverts to the glorious events in 
ecclesiastical history which took place within it s 
ancient precin cts; to the number of illustrio~!S 
prelates and doctors, from the gieat St. John 
Chrysostom to the intrepid patriarch, St. Ignatius: 
whose eloquence resounded beneath its vaults; to 
the-august councils h eld within its walls; to. the long 
line of emperors crowned in its sanctuary; to the 
Christian triumphs th ere celebrated ! Alas! to-day 
the shrill voice of the Muezzin is heard from the 
minaret, instead of the majestic cadence of the 
vesper hymn, ancl the infamous teachings of the 
impostor of Mecca have there replaced the sublime 
morality of the religion of Jesus Christ. 

We need not dilate on the causes which led to 
this catastroph~; to the decay of the Christiau power 
in th e East; suffi ce it to note that the corruption 
gradually developed, subsequent to the introduction 
of the Greek schism, under Photius, in the ninth 
century, lel t th e empire a prey to internal disorders, 
and deprived of all strength effectually to resist th e 
encroachments of Lhe formidable '1ussu lrnans hordes 
that swanned on its frontiers. The chivalrous 
efforts of the Latin princes, at the epoch of the 
Crusade , deferred for a tim e its final di ssolution. 
In the fourteenth en tury th e sudden rise and 
de\'elopment of th e I ower of the Ottoman Turks, 
under Amurat and .l:bj azet, despoiled the Greek 
Empire of its faires t provinces,and bm for the advent 
of the invincible Tamerlane, which compel: ed the 
latter sultan to turn his arms against a more for­
mid, bl: adversary, Byzantium had fallen under the 
Ottc nrn:1 swa v. This respite was, however) of 
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short duration, for, on the death of the Mogul 
warrior, the infidels hastened to renew their attacks 
on the to ttering fabric of the Eastern Empire. 

On the accession of Mahornet II., the doom of 
Constantinople was sealed; and early in the Spril'lg 
of 1453 that city was invested with an army of 
300,000 men, and a fleet of 300 galleys, com­
manded by th at terrible sultan in person. In 
presence of su ch an overwhelming force, to which 
he could oppose _only a handful of foliowers, the 
brave Constantine Paleologus, the last of the long 
line of emperors who swayed the sceptre of the 
E ast, di splayed a heroism and devotion unsur­
passed in the annals of modern centuries. ,Vell 
might he have exclaimed, in the words of the 
hero of Ilium, when all was lost on that fatal day he 
was d oomed to perish amid the ruins of his 
empire-

Si Pergama clex tra 
Diffendi possent etiam hac defensa fnissent. 

During the entire period the siege lasted he sus­
tained the courage of the Christian garrison by the 
brilliant example of his personal intrepidity. Day and 
night be was present on the beleagured ramparts, 
exhorting the d efenders to yield but with their 
lives the ancien t bulwark of Christendom. Often 
did the haughty sultan foam with rage as he beheld 
his fi erce J anizaries hurled bodily from the breach 
the Turkish batteries bad effected by the handful 
of Christian warriors, in whose foremost rank 
could be discerned the flashing s.word of the fear­
less Constantine. 

But the small garrison, rapidly diminished by 
hunger and fat igue, isolated from all assistance, 
could not long withstand the incessant assaults of so 
powerful an enemy; and when Mahomet succeeded 
by a b old stratagem in transporting by land, 
under the favour of the darkness of the night, a 
large number of his galleys into the harbour, all 
hope of protracted resistance began to decline. 
Constantine, comprehending the extreme danger 
of the situation, made a last eifort to save the capital 
by endeavouring to treat with his implacable foe; 
but his envoys were chased with insult from the 
sultan's camp, and Mahornet swore, in presence of 
his caliphs, " by the eternity of God, by the four 
thousand prophe ts, an d by the soul of his father, to 
distribute the spo ils of Byzantium to his J anizaries.'' 

The day was now fixed for the final assault. 
Constantine, fearless to the last, resolved to meet 

-the danger with the courage and devotion of a true 
Christian warrior. Attended by his chief officers, 
he repaired at an early hour to the great Church 
of St. Sophia, to assist at the celebration of the 
Divine Mysteries, and receive the Holy Com­
munion. Then assembling the devoted band of 
his followers, he addressed them in brief but touch­
ing words; and as he concluded, amid the tears 
and enthusiasm of all present, each one felt that 
the h eroic fire that glowed in the breast of their 
valiant commander had been kindled in his own. 
Each h ad time but to repair to bis post of peril, 
when the standard of the Pr phet, borne from 
tent of the sultan, gave the signal for the assault, 
and 200,000 Mussulmans advan d from all points 
on the devoted ity. 'ierce and bloody raged for 

hours the still doubtful contest, till Mahomet, mak­
ing n, final effort, led on in person 10,000 of his 
chosen J anizaries to the principal breach. With 
unparalleled intrepidity the Christians, ranged on 
the falling battlerpents, yet maintained the unequal 
strife', till borne down by overwhelming numbers, 
the brave Constantine perished while figh ting fo re­
most in the breach. The remnant of tl1e defe nders 
then began to give way, and the Turks poured in to 
the city. 

A terrific slaughter ensued, in which 4 0, 0 00 

of the inhabitants perished. Amid shouts of 
triumph, the :fierce Mahomet, followed by h is J ani­
zaries, entered the ancient Church of St. Sophia, 
and advancing to the sanctuary, proclaimed . that 
henceforth it should be transformed into a T urkish 
mosque. A tradition · exists that at the moment 
the infidels penetrated the sacred edifice, a priest, 
bearing the consecrated Host from the sanctuary, 
was endeavouring to escape. Perceived by the J ani­
zn.ries, and being closely pursued, he fled towards 
a door leading into one of the . galleries. T he in­
stant he had crossed the threshold the aperture 
was closed by n, solid wall of masonry-

" But through the countries round about the faith ful 
people say, 

In better times, in future years, there yet shall come 
a clay 

"\Vhe11 held once more by Chrislian men, through 
Saint ~ophia's fane, 

The glories of the ancient faith shall shine and sound 
again. 

Then shall the walls once more unclose, a sight for joy 
and fear, 

And wilh Lhe Host between his hands, the priest shall 
re-appear.''* 

BY J. R. O'FLANAGAN, B. L., 

" O'er the houseless wilds of onnemara," 

and boasted of their avenue thirty miles in 
length, extending from Oughterard to Ballina­
hinch? I have journeyed with pleasure along 
the glorious inlet of the } illeries, running for 
miles beneath the shadows of the finest moun­
tain scenery in Ireland, resembling those gigantic 
fiords of r orway in depth and grandeur. · Of this 

* "Capture of Byzautium." By T . D. SULLIVAN. 
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famed district, JVI iss Martineau wrote : '' There a re 
fow things in the world more delightful than a drive 
at sunset, on a bright autumn evening, among th e 
mountains and lakes of Connemara. 'The air is 
like breathing champagne or breathing cream. It 
has the best qualities of the sea and land breeze at 
once. Then there are the grand, bare mountains, 
the Benbiola, or Twelve Pins, with caprices of sm1-
light playing about the ir solemn heads, and shining 
into their dark purple d epths, and below are waters 
untraceable and incalculable. We are h ere at the 
ends of the earth to all appearance j for the land is 
as a fringe, with th e water running in everywhere 
bet\veen its streaks. There are sal t vvaters and 
fresh, bays, lakes, rivers, dashing torrents, mirror­
like· pools-"7 a salmon-leap here j an inlet for shell­
fish there j and, reced ing behind, Ballinahinch 
Lough, with its Fttle island, just big enough to 
hold the old castle, now a ruin, wh ere tradition 
says that Dick JVIartin used to imprison people 
guilty of cruelty to an imals. Close at hand are 
broken banks, gaudy with heath and bog flow ers in 
vast vari ety j and beyond spreads the bronzed 
moorland, wi th foreign-looking goats, b lack and 
white, browsing in a group, and sea-gu11s dipping, 
as if they to.ok it for the sea. Along the road a re 
brown-faced girls and boys, all health y-looking, and 
many handsome, and women finishing their• reap-

. ing and binding for the clay, their madder red 
petticoats and blue cloaks throwing a wonderful 
charm of colour into th e scene. And next, we 
cannot but observe that cottages are whitewashed, 
and pleasantly located on the hill-sides ." 

It was in the midst of this picturesque region 
that the castle of Sir Giles Blake was situated. 
The castle park, which extended for some miles 
along the Atlantic, was adorned with clumps of 
fine old trees, sheltered from the sea breezes by a _ 
bluff hill j woods and plantations covered 'most of 

Eleanor D ouglas, daughter of the Duke of Dunbar. 
H er ladyship was greatly beloved by the people 
around Castle Blake. They were a very attached 
couple. For several years they had no children ; 
but, at length, a child was born-alas ! at the cost 
of the motber)s life j for the day that witnessed the 
birth of Barbara, closed the existence of Lady 
Eleanor Blake. $ir Giles had an only sister, who 
was twice a widow. She married, first, Lord 
Queensborough, an English nobleman, who unfor­
tunately was killed while hunting, a year after his 
marriage. They had no child j so the title and 
estates passed to a distant branch of the family. 
Two years after this sad event, the beautiful widow, 
Lady Queensborough, had another suitor. This 
was a large-acred Galway squire, Mr. Darcy, of 
Cliff Castle, who had known and loved her before 
her marriage. He was unexceptionable in point of 
position and fortune, but his habits were ll11-

fortunately the revers ~ of temperate. Against the 
wish of Sir Giles Blak e, Lady Queensborough mar­
ried Mr. Darcy, of Cliff Cas tle, and for some years 
th ey led a most unhappy life. His constant, habi­
tual intemperence was a grea t affliction to this ·re­
fined and elegant lady. She faded like a drooping 
flower, and even the birth of an heir failed to 
rouse her. But the following year the death of her 
unfortuna te husband from dehrium tremms released 
her from this continual state of wretchedness . 
H enceforth she devoted herself to the care and 
education of h er only child, Robert Darcy. ~e 
acquitted himself creditably at Eton j and,_ in his 
nineteenth year, was gazetted a cornet in the 8th 
Hussars. 

CHAPTER II. 

FATHER AND DAUGHTER. 

IT would be difficult to imagine any affection 
stronger or more powerful than that which sub­
sisted between Sir Giles and his daughter j truly 
has Sir Walter Scott described their relative 
position:-

. the hills ~round the castle j and shrubberies, neatly 
kept, showed the care bestowed on the pleasure­
grounds immediately about the ancient dwelling. 
Castle Blake was boldly perched on a ledge of 
rock over the sea, and its strong towers seemed to 
frown defiance upon the waves. 

It is sometimes hard to discover whether these 
strong Irish castles were built by th e Anglo-Nor­
rnans, or by the native chiefs. Be that as it may, 
we are safe in stating that Castle Blal :e owed its 
erection to the former j for it was built by the 
strong knight, Sir R ichard B~ake, who accompanied 
Prince J ohn, son of H enry II., into ' Ireland, and 
obtained for his services a tract of country in Con­
nemara. Here the fam ily dwelt for eentnries, in­
termarrying with Ly 1ches, Burkes, Frenches, Bod­
kins, and other distinguished families of the Tribes, 

, as the rnostrespectable families of Galway were called . 
The hall of the cas tle was spacious and lofty, adorned 
with weapons of war and trophies of the chase. 
From this apartment a spacious staircase led to the 
upper story, w!1ere the banqueting-hall and draw­
ing-room were placed. Over these, were spacious 
bed-charn bers, and a romp. for the servants, while 
the basement held an ample kitchen, with offices 
suited to the rank of the owner. The baronet, Sir 
Giles, was a man of considerable atta inments, and 

- had married a Scottish lady of high _rank, Lady 

"Some feelings are tQ mortals given, 
vVith less of earth in them than h eaven; 
And if there be a human tear, 
From passion's dross , refined and clear, 
A tear so limpid, and so rneek 
I t would not stain an angel's ch eek, 
'Tis th a t which pious fathe rs shed 
Upon a duteous daughter's head !" 

The ba.ronet, a t this period of our tale, was con­
siderably advanced in life j having outlived most of 
his contemporaries, he felt little disposed to culti­
vate intimacy with these gentry living in the 

. country a round Castle Blake; and therefore de­
pended much for companionship upon his 'daughter. 
It was natural he should do so j she, perl-i.aps, best 
understood her aged parent. Sir Giles had very 
decided national views. He had been tried for a 
-seditious libel, and defended by Curran. One pas­
sage of his d efence has been justly admired: "I 
speak in the spirit of British law, which makes 
l_iberty commensurate with, and inseparable from, 
Bri tish soil- which pr.ocl9-ims even to the stranger 
and sojourner, the moment he sets his foot upon 
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British earth, that the spot whereon he-- treads is exercise, and such wi ld sports as his advanced age 
holy, and consecrated by the genius of univers~l allowed. Woods in which he shot woodcock, 
emancipation. No matter in what language his stubbles in which partridge fed, ,yide plains over 
doom nJay have been pronounced; no matter w~1at which to course horses,· and coverts, where th e 
complexion, incompatible with freedom, an Indian dire foe of the pou ltry-house, sly Reynard, was 
or an African sun may have burned upon him; no usually found. He loved to ride his steady, well­
matter in what disastrous battle his liberty may trained cob over the • beautifully-wooded lawns; 
have bee n cloven down; no matter with what and, despite his three score years and three, l1is 
solemnities he may have been devoted upon the seat was that of a horseman. When he met with 
altar of slavery: the first moment he touches the a friend, whose social position or claims he recog­
sacred soi l of Britain, the altar and the God sink nised, the old gentleman's conversation was not 
together in the dust; his soul walks abroad in its only entertaining but amusing. Then racy jest.·, 
own majesty, his body swells beyond the measure lively bo1t-mots,J amusing traits of Irish life, when 
of the chains which burst from around him, and he Ireland possessed at least the semblance of 
stands redeemed, regenerated, and disenthralled by a n ational parliament, would flow in copious 
the irresistible genius of universal emancipation. '' slreams from the lips of Sir Giles Blake. He 
Despite the fervour and eloquence of his advocate, showed considerable predilection for the society 
Sir Giles Blake was found -guilty and sent to New- of young men of prowess; and, as there were but 
gate. Here he was apprized that a heavier charge few in the neighbourhood at the time, young 
than seditious libel -"vas about to preferred against Martin Dillon was an especial favourite. Sir G.les 
him-namely, high treason-and he resolved to had known him from his yc,uth; the late Major 
make his escape. H avi ng abundant wealth, he Dillon, :Martin's fath er, had been his o1gent, and 
lJribed the under goal er to escort him to his resi- carefully managed the property ,Yhile Sir Giles was 
dence in Dublin, alleging he was required to exe- in America; and the friendship evinced for the 
cute some law documents in his house; and leav- father had descended to the son. Martin Dillon 
ing the goaler in an outer room, counting the was lately appointed an ensign in the '' Connaught 
contents of a purse of gold 1 Sir Giles flew to an Rangers,'' but allowed to spend some weeks at 
inner one, where, by means of a rope ladder, he home before rejoining. He lived with his mother 
descended to a garden, drawing the ladder after in a pretty cottage near the demesne, an d wa~ to 
him. From the garden he reached his stable, dine at Cas tle Blake on the day we now ment10n. 
where a horse was ready saddlec.l and bridled. He Having completed his toilet, the young subaltern 
rode swiftly to the shore, where a fishing boat was s1w by his watch the dinner hour was close at 
procured to take him to Funce. hand; and, knowing the baronet's pu nctuality, 

,vhile still near the Irish coast, a Government quick.Iv traversed the short distance which sepa­
cruiser bore down upon them, and flung a paper rated bis mother's home from the lordly mansion 
into the fishing boat. It was a copy' ot a procla- l'f Sir Giles Blo.ke. The castle was a large and 
mation, recently issued, offering a thousand pounds irregular pi le, and th ough posse~sing perhaps few 
for the apprehension of Sir Giles Blake-he was claims to architectural beauty, might fairly be con­
therein most accurately described. The two boatmen sidered striking and picturesque. The central por­
no sooper read it than they showed by their glances tion was spacious, and was relieved from the ap- · 
they knew that their passenger was the indivic.lual pearance of stiffness by towers, w11 ich, from their 
descri bed. v:i.rious tints of colouring, and the lights and shades 

"You are right, my lads," he said;" I am Giles cast by the parapets and tall turrets, enha1 ceJ the 
Blake ; but you are lrishrnen.n attraction of the old pile. There was only Sir Giles 

"Never fear, your honour," they replied,'' we'll and another gentleman in the dra\\'ing-ruom "'hen 
land you ~afe." Mr. Dillon was announced. Sir Giles welcomed 

They did so, and the fugitive ,vent to America, the young soldier with a very hearty greeting; and 
where, after some time, he was ioined by Lady his companion with the polish which is only ac­
E leanor. Through the exertions of Lord Chan- quired by constant mixing in good society also 
cell or Clare he was at length ;-i ble to procure o. greeted the new-comer with a frank shake han~s 

· roya l pardon, though it was not g ranted until his -this was Doctor Considine, who had by his 
generous benefactor was no more. The returned professional skill obtained the principal. practice 
exile retired to his ancient c;-istle, where, just as he of th e neighbourhood. . 
became o. father, he lost the dear cornpanion of "What can be delaying Barbara, I wonder?') 
his exile. Lady Eleanor did not survive the b ir th muttered the old 111;-in, getting fidgetty as th e 
of their only chi ld. The do.y that made the ormolu clock on the mantelpiece chimed half-pas t 
baronet a father heheld him a widower; and he seven. Some minutes elapsed; and, as she came 
had to consign to the tomb her whom he loved with not, Sir Giles rang the bell. A footman o.ppeared. 
deep and unalterable affection. The little Barbara " Robert," he said, "tell M iss Blake's mo.id to 
passed much of her eariy youth with her materml let her mistress know we are waiting dinner for 
grandfather, in Scotland; and when she was of an I her." 
age ,to be a companion, the baronet r_ernoved her Before, however, the mes age "?s sen t, the pre-
to Castle _Blake, and had a very estimable luclr: scncc of the young lady rendered 1t unnecessary. 
na1::ed,. liss Bland, for her gov rness. I "Excuse me, dear papa," she said; " uut I ,ms 

tr _1lcs, as we have.; mention_ed, did 11ol mix out later than usual this evening. '' 
m_u h 1 ~~ ~he soc1et1 around 111s demesne. ll \ " To UC sure, <lear," he replit:d. 
",\::; ::;uHi ·1..:ntly sp, ·1ous for ~lll the 11uq1osl!s of 1 Ii~s Dlakc then in succession shouk bands with 
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the two gentlemen; and perhaps had anyone very 
closely marked the way in which she perf0rmed 
this common act of civility, he might h:i \-: gained 
sorne indication of her feelings. While she ad­
Yanced to Doctor Considine with the ease and 
freedom she might h ave displayed to an utter 
stranger-a person she had never seen before, or 
was not likely to see again-there was a slight 
restraint, a bashful timidity, that m ade all the 
difference, wh en she turned towards Ensign Dillon. 
Yet it was so slight as to b e scarcely observable, 
as she enquired ot Martin how his hea lth was. 

When dinn er was announced, Sir Giles desired 
Doctor Considine to take Miss Blake into dinner; 
while, drawing his arm through that of Martin, they 
passed to the dining-room together. 

It is at a man's table you can best judge of his 
social qualities. Some people say you can do this 
from the aspect of his house, the size of his chim­
neys-the windpipes of hospitality-or the dimen­
sions of his rooms ; but these are by no means so 
certain as his demeanour at the head of bis table. 
The genial, hospitab le, benevolent man has that a ir 
of self-gratification on seeing his guests happy, which 
it is impossibl e to counterfeit, and few possessed 
this disposition in a more eminent d egree than Sir 
Giles Blake. Thu s, despite the difference in rank 
between him and the village doctor, or the jumor 
ensign, they felt as much at home at his board as 
if seated at their own; an d the gentle, quiet ma iden, 
whose ~putless dress was the meet appare l for her 
pure self, by her pleasant conversation at tab le, 

• and delighful music alterwards, made the evening 
pass away very agreeab ly. 

As the guests walked arm-in -arm from the cas tle, 
the doctor, addressing his companion, said : 

"John Dennis told me to_. day the hounds are to 
draw the cas tl e coverts the day after to-morrow. I 
suppose you will have a parting run?"· 

"l would, certainly," replied the young officer ; 
"but alas! l have no hor,e." 

'' What has become of your active mare ?' 1 

"Converted him into my uniform," said young 
Dillon. "I was not go ing to pinch my poor mother 
while I had any animal to dispose of; so I took 
Bob Darcy's offer of a hundred for her." 

'' Quite rig ht, my friend," said th e doctor, ap­
provingly. " But you must no t miss your parting 
nm. Come breakfast with me, and you shall rid e 
Chancellor. H e' ll carry you in th e first fli ght. 1

' · 

"A thousand thanks,'' cried l'vlartin Dillon , as he 
reached his moth er 's pretty cottage. · 

CHAPTER III. 
'l HE Ru~ FROl\I CASTLE BLAKE. 

" \\Taken lords and lad ies gay, 
On th e mountain dawns the day; 
J\11 the jolly .chase is here, 
\Vit horn, and horse, and hunting ·pear. 
Hound s are in th eir couple,, yelling, 
Birds are whistling, hugles knelling. 
Merrily, merrily, mingle they-
Waken lords and lad ies gay." 

"How graphically Sir Walter cott describes sports 
~tnd pas times !1

' cried the doctor, as h e repeated 
these lines, while pouring out the tea at his break­
fast table. " I do not ,render at his p opularity. " 

"He described wha t he felt j and th a t, I take it, 
forms the chief charm and secre t of success," re­
plied our young ensign, Martin Dillon. 

'
1 Shall you join us, doctor ?'i he enquired. 
"Jf possible. I may not be able to go at once; 

for I have one or two patients to look after; !Jut 
if I possibly can I will be with you ." 

Chancellor, a powerful horse, well bred, aml 
looking every inch _a hunter, was brought to the 
door, and with a parting word, "Mind you bring 
back the brush," the doctor saw his young friend 
start for the meet. 

A bright sunshine enlivened the October sky, 
and chased the mists from the River Fancheon, 
as it rolled to lose itself in the Atlantic,- beneath 
the picturesque woods of Castle Blake. As the 
mists cleared up, the course of the stream presented 
scenery well worth describing. When breaks oc­
curred in the woods of the demesne, bold and giant 
ledges of limestone rock . came into vjtv, over­
hanging the river in varied shapes; : sometimes 
jagged and broken, the clefts displa-yed as many 
colours as the pattern of a gaudy_ ~arpet-green, 
golden, brown, and purple, where shrub, wallflower, 
furze, and foxglove, mingled their hues. Often 
-the mass ive rocks came sheer and unbroken into 
the stream, presenting a broad and massive stone 
front , over which the trees rose in stately pride. 
There was a thick coppice, and ferns \Yaved luxu­
riantly, while moss and lichens grew in every cor­
ner of the cliffs. Aiong the course of the stream 
were wany woods of beech, elm, oak, and ash; 
and now that the autumnal tints were varying 
the leaves, the effect was far more striking and 
agreeable than if branch and bough presented the 
uniformity of the summer garb. 

The majes ty of nature did not reign supreme. 
High over the ,Yoocls, on a lofty ledge of rock, 
stood the tall to\rers which seemed the giant guar­
dian of river and woodland. They rose L>lack and 
grim in the morning air; but a gleam showed bright 
upon parapets and b:ittlements, apd traces of w111d 
and rain denoted the e lements had done their worst 
upon the stern old walls of Castle Blake. 

Ere _long the glades of the woods around, and 
the green and grassy lawns between the river and 
the mansion of Sir Giles, were occupied by a 
large and motl ey crowd; equestrians for the most 
part, who, in s~arlet coats, doeskin contini1ations, 
and top-boots, showed they were, or claimed to be, 
foxhnnters. M any were splendidly mounted. There 
" as Mr. Douglass on Conrad, a bay horse not 
above fifteen hands high, but well-shaped, mus­
cular, and of such brilliant action as to render him 
a first-class hunter. There was Thomas Denby on 
Diamond, also bay, much handsomer to look at 
tha n Conrad, and remarkable not enly as a 
hunter, but in the steeplechase. Martin Page on 
Olympus, a splendid animal. The Galway gar­
ri son was well represented. Montrose of the r 2th 
Lancers; Tait of the Heavy Dragoons; Danby 
Griffin of the Greys; Hod ge of the Royals. They 
l e,mode horses that would have won admiration at 
Hilltown; while Nlajor Derenzy, on Clear the 
Wav, sho\YCd the loca l men were not to be over­
looked on this occasion. The gentlemen were not 
to have the .sport all to themselves . There were 
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several ladies mounted; and their steady seats, 
well-placed hands, and the way in which they held 
the reins, showed they ,vere no novices in the 
lrnnting field. The Misses Persse, Lady Clare­
morris, Mrs. Trant and the Misses Eyre, were 
seated upon horses showing blood and grooming, 
creditable to their stable management. An arrival 
now took place that caused some sensation; Sir 
Giles, seated upon his grave cob, and Miss Blake, 
mounted upon her sprightly pony, cantered to the 
meet. 

" Good morni1)g, ladies and gentlemen all,'' cried 
Sir Giles, taking off his hat with the air of a cour­
tier of the anim regime_; while his daughter, with 
her sweet smile and outstretched hand, greeted 
Lady Clatemorris, the Misses Persse, Mrs. Trant, 
and others, cordially inviting them to luncheon, 
either then and there, or whenever during the da.y 
they felt inclined. 

At this moment, attended by the pack, with his 
whip bringing up the rere, came into the space near 
the wood, John Dennis, the popular master of the 
Blazers. 

" 'Pon , my word, John," exclaimed the old 
baronet, "the hounds are real beauties. It makes 
me young again to see such a noble pack. How 
sleek they look ! Just enough on the ribs not to 
be cumbersome, flanks light, and stepping daintily. 
They show at what a pace they could go on a view. 
I hope you'll find." 

" Here goes for a try, Sir Giles," responded the 
master of the hounds ; and turning his horse over 
the covert fence, he was soon, ·with the pack, lost to 
sight. Those outside could hear him, however. 
" Hoic ! hoic ! '' he cried ; and ere long the 
whimper of a hound scenting the fox, yet as if 
uncertain whether it was quite prudent to proclaim 
he had come upon the scent, was heard. 

" Say so again, Trueman ! Say so again," cried 
Mr. Dennis, encouraging the hound. 

A more positive cry was the answer. 
" H ark to Trueman !" again was shouted, and 

now many other canine voices swelled fhe cry, until 
every dog proclaimed they were hunting the fox. 

With a loud cry of " Tally ho ! Tally ho ! There 
he goes," Martin Dillon directed Barbara's atten­
tion to a brown object, with a bushy tail tipped 
with white, going as hard as he could towards th e 
demesne wall. Before Martin stopped speaking, 
the entire pack had swarmed, like bees, out of the 
wood, and, with heads up and sterns down, were 
racing at their utmost speed, striving to reach 
the fox. 

" They are so close on him he will be forced 
from the covert, and we shall have a run," cried 
young Dillon, excitedly. 

"Then pray leave me, Martin. Do not lose 
your sport;" said Miss Blake, correcting herself, 
with a blush. 

" If :you and Sir Giles, will get by the back 
entrance upon the road you are sure to see the hunt 
while the fox keeps at this side of the Owenglen " 
said young Dillon. ' 

. ir Giles now approached, and leaving Miss Blake 
w1th her father, the young ensign mingled with the 
crowd of horse_men who were streaming for the 
b a k nlranc:e, mtcnt upon following the hounds. 

Close to the gate John Dennis saw Miss Derinzy, 
in her little pony carriage, and telling her the fox 
had, as he expected, headed towards Moycollig, left 
her to follow by the Lismore road. 

Leaping over the stone wall, Martin was soon 
with the hounds, and a good field beside him. 

It was an inspiriting scene. The ground was in 
prime order, and the scent lay perfectly. The 
horses were in full vigour, and pulling hard. Some 
anxiety was felt as to the performances of Clear­
the-Way and the Chancellor, as it was known both 
were in training for the Hilltown Steeplechases, 
and tbis caused many to watch them with 
critical eyes. The spirit of rivalry seemed to 
animate the horses as well as their riders; and as 
the hunt increased in pace, the heavy ground along 
the river began to tell upon the short-winded 
horses. The master of the Blazers, John Dennis, 
always splendidly mounted, was well up, and with 
him Mr. Douglas on Conrad, Thomas Denby on 
Diamond, Dan Denby on Cam, Martin on the Chan• 
cellor, and Bob Darcy on Clear-the-Way. Having . 
crossed the road, . an open country, watered by the 
Owenglen, extended for some miles, and as the 
fox went straight ahead, the hounds settled on the 
scent and swept along like the wind. Then Bob, 
addressing Martin, said, " let us ride together, and 
see if either horse can bid the other good-bye." 

The doctor rode up in time to hear the challenge. 
" Stick to him and pound him," cried Dr. Con­

sidine to Martin. 
"Agreed" s~id Martin· '' and here is a ras1Jer to . ' ) 

try." . 
· The hounds crossed what in Ireland is called a 
borem, Anglice, little road. The pack had just 
dashed over it, for it ran right across the chase. 
Martin gave his hunter his head, and went hard at 
it, and the gallant horse, with a bound like a deer, 
fl ew over both fences and the intervening road, 
landing well in the off field. 

"Well rode! bravo!" cried all who had wit-
nessed this splendid leap. . 

The hussar was not so fortunate. He pulled 111 

a little as he approached the boreett, and his hor~e, 
not knowino- that there was a bank on the opposite 
side to the first, dropped so dose that he chested 
the second fence, over which bis rider went head 
foremost. Had his horse scrambled over ere he 
could get out of the way, he might h~ve been 
·trampled and hurt; but one of the pedestnans_ ':ho 
followed the chase, seeing his perilous pos1t1on, 
caught the animal in time, and when Darcy rose 
from the ground, brought the horse to be remounted. 
Bob Darcy looked quite mortified by this co1tfre­
tem.ps, and when again in the saddle, galloped 
Clear-the-Way on as fast as she could go to make 
up for lost time. 

"That was an awkward bungle of Clear-thc­
'Nay,'1 said Danby Griffin to Montrose. "I'll b~ck 
the Chancellor two to one for the week aga111st 
Clear-the-Way.'' 

"Take you in - tens," cried Montrose, as they 
rattled over the stiffeners. 

The low bottom below Ballyderoon caused a 
good many mishaps, but Dillon's horse went gal­
lantly over the wide ditches, loose stone walls, deep 
gullies, and numerous drains that intersected the 
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line traversed by fox and hounds. D anby's mare, j "Yes," sbarply replied the hussar; "but I 'm so 
tarnrht caution by her mishap, recovered her credit, confident of my horse being the better, I 'll back: 
and showed that for pace and power of jumping him against Chancellor,.. at the Hill town Ieeti11g 
she might be relied on. Dennis, Douglas, for an even hundred." 
Griffin, Dillon, Darcy, and Montrose, rode well Douglas, enjoying the excitement of his .young 
and boldly, until they came to a wide brook, fri end, was about to reply, when John Dennis 
which they charged in line. The Chancellor a nd advanced. 
the mare popped gallantlyover, and so did the master "Now, gentlemen, what say you, shall we_ draw 
of the hounds; but the horse of Danby Griffin, lVIoycollig Covert as we are here ?~' cried the 
not relishing water, swerved and came in contact latter, as he addressed the assembled field. 
with Conrad. Jn trying to avoid the collision, "Oh, yes, we ·only need a run of thirty-fi\·e 
Conrad came foul of Montrose's horse, and in a minutes," said Bob Darcy. 
second they were all floundering in the stream "The day is young yet; it is not one o'clock, '' 
together. observed Colonel Griffin . 

"Eh, this is not pleasant," cried Danby Griffin, "Here goes then," exclaimed the m aster of tlie 
shaking the wa ter from his boots, for his long legs . Blazers, and sounding his horn, he collected his 

• got thorougly saturated . well-ordered pack into lVIoycollig Wo od . 

GREEK MONASTERY, MOUNT SINAI-(Seepag-e ,163.) 

"Now, Colonel, you see how dry I am," cried 
little Montros e, for the water did not reach within 
a yard of him. H e rode a very tall horse. 

"You may boast of being more like Carthose 
than Longshanks, my boy,'' cried the civil colonel. 

Many of the field who followed the first flight 
at a , respectful distance now came up. They heard 
a loud whoo-whoop near the top of Moycollig Hill, 
and saw, within a field of the covert for which the 
fox had been racing, the pack clustered around 
Martin, who had just secured the brush. 

"By Jove, he has triumphed," cried the master, 
grinding his teeth. "I hopecl'to have licked him well 
to-day." 

"Chancellor l1as proved a good horse, D arcy," 
said Mr. Douglas, when D0ctor Considine vulled 
l.lp, 

_;; 

"As I have some matters to close, and I start 
soon ; I shall ride home," said Martin to his friend 
the doctor. 

"Very good. Chanc~llor has done well to-day, 
Martin, and I rejoice your las t run was so bril­
liant," replied the kind disciple of ./Esculapius. 

Martin let the hunter pass, ere h e turned his face 
homewards. How little he thought in what sore 
peril he should meet Barbara Blake on the way. 

CHAPTER lV. 
A I ARROW ESCAPE. 

DOCTOR CONSIDINE remained ·with the rest of the 
field, so Martin had only his own tl10u ghts for 
company as h e ro e · along the scene of the late 

L 
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chase. They were of a mixed character. He was at the hunt along the road, and just at the top of 
sorry to leave the haunts of his youth, the com- this boreen I stopp_ed to give a trifle to a poor 
panions of his sports, and the kind fri~nds wh? made womap, and took my hands off the reins. When, 
his life so happy; but he knew that 1t was time he in drawing out my purse, the reins went over the 
should be a wrestler in the arena of life, and try to horse's head, a carriage was driving past at the 
gain a position of independence. Then he bore moment, and the pony, finding himself free, then 
her rnaiesty's commission in the Connaught -rushed into the boreen, and regularly ran away 
R angers; and felt proud of his corps--that in which with me. Where he would have gone to, had you 
his father was so beloved. He was very much not saved me; where or ·what might have befallen 
gratified at finding his friend's horse had acquitted me, God only knows." 
himself so admirably in the run, and for speed and ': Thank heaven, it was my good fortune to -
staying qualities felt he was fully a match for any have taken this path," said our hero. 
horse out. He also was a match for such tiptop "You certainly are my guardian angel/ she said; 
horses as Conrad, Diamond, :rvionarch, and the as she gave him her hand. 
steeds ridden by the officers of the garrison. " Dearest Barbara, you know noth ing gives me 
Musing on these thoughts, he rode along, and the greater happiness than to be of service to you," 
occasional glimpses of the river, gleaming in the he said; as he pressed the little hand he beld in his 
noonday sun , with a blL:c sky overhead, and purple own. 
hills in th e distance, made him feel proud of the They were now joined by Sir Giles, who came up 
scenery of Connemara. When he reached a small as fast as his cob could canter along the narro,vroad; 
road leading from the main highway towards his ancf his daughter told how fortunate it was that 
mother's house, which shortened his homeward the pony's flight was intercepted. Her father 
journey by a couple of miles, he turned into it. graciously thapked the young ensign for rescuing 
This was li ttle better than a bridle-track, rough and his daughter from ber perilous posi tion. When 
very narrow. It was, in fact, a continuation of both the lady and the pony had recovered their 
the boreeti over which Chancellor made the tranquillity, she proposed to remount the now docile 
splendicljump during the cha_se. · He had not pro- steed. Martin had the pleasure of assisting the 
ceeded above half-a-mile alon g this broken road, beloved of his heart to her saddle, but not until he 
which was seldom used, save by peasants drawing had carefully examined the girths, which required 
h ome turf from the bog . to which it led, when adjusting after the downfall. He then placed ' the 
his quick ear caught the sound of a horse's hoofs reins in her hand, which he tenderly pressed, and 
gradually approaching at rapid speed. A rise in mounting Chancellor, they followed in single 
the road enabled him to see a long way in front, file along the narrow road. As the nearest road to 
and what was bis dismay -on beholding the pony the cottage was the castle avenue, Martin continued 
which Miss Blake rode running away with her. On with Sir Giles and Miss Blake. Ere parting, he 
he came, hard as he could tear, while his fair rider accepted an invitation for dinner from Sir Giles. 
swayed in the saddle as the animal sped madly over On reaching home, his mother handed him a letter 
the uneven ground. Martin was puzzled what to do marked "On Her Majesty's Service.'' It was from 
in this emergency. He feared the dear girl would the adjutant, informing him he should join at Hill­
be flun g froni · her seat before he could render any town by the end of the week. This letter caused 
succour: When sh~ came nigh, he saw she was Mrs; Dillon a flow of tears she could not suppress. 
powerless to restrain the pony, for the reins had '' Mother," said Martin, "do not be so downcast 
fallen from her grasp, and were dragging loosely at my having to join my regiment-the one in 
along the ground. Quick as lightning, Martin which my father served, and which you, yourself, 
jumped from his saddle, drew his horse sideways, took such pride in. Surely, you can trust me out of 
so as to block up the road, and awaited the onset. yom sight?" . 
The pony was aware of this obstacle, and resolved "Yes, my darling, that I can," replied Mrs. Dil­
to avoid it. He swerved and tried to leap the Ion, proudly. "Never from the hour of your birth 
fence at the side near which Martin stood, but has any action of your life caused me a moment's 
as the reins were thus elevated, he caught them, pang." 
and, holding on, the pony came on his side, "I promised to dine at the Castle to-day, 
luckily leaving Miss Blake unhurt. mother," said Martin, kissing her; "but as we have 

"Thank God, you are not hurt, dearest," cried only a few more days to be together, I shall send 
]'viartin excitedly; as he proudly drew her from the an excuse.'' 
prostrate animal. "You shall do nothing of the kind, Martin; I am 

"Thanks, my prese1Ter. Oh, that wretched not so selfish as to prevent your enjoying yourself. 
pony r' exclaimed the young lady. Although she I hope you had good sport to-day." 
was not hurt, she was evidently greatly frightened, Martin then briefly related to his mother tb c 
and trembled violently. The pony was as much events already disclosed. His rescue of Miss Blake 
agitated as his mistress, and when Dillon got him set the old lady musing. 
up, lie snorLed and shook as though terrified. "And so you saved Miss Blake, Martin. Take 
Luck_ily he had fallen in a soft place, and no care you don't lose your heart in that quarter, my 
blemished knees or damaged skin told of the fall. dear," she said. 

,,, Y ?u have both csca ped any injury, save fright/' Martin coloured. "Why so, mother?" he asked _ 
he_ sa1~l, "How came you to lose hold of your I in some agitation. 
rems ?·' "'\VI ?" 1 d ' b 1 ' "\" ' r .· , . . . 1y so s_ 1e repeate ; ' ecause s 1e s too 

c Y snnp1) • I had gallop eel with papa, 1 ook1ng \ high for one thmg, and of a different religion for 
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another ; and besides I know Bob · Darcy is 
head and ears in love with l1er; and he has five 
thousand a year, while you have--" here she 
paused. · 

'' Little more than five and threepence a day," 
said Martin, filling up the sentence. "Well, mother, 
I fear your warning is like shutting the stable door 
when the horse is stolen ; but never fear, I can bide 
my time, as the Scotch say, and perhaps Martin 
Dillon may one day be counted as good a match 
as Bob Darcy, with his five thousand a year." 

" Where is his regiment stationed?" asked Mrs. 
Dillon. 

" I think the 8th Hussars are stationed at Ballin­
collig, near Cork," replied her son. 
/ Doctor Considine's servant now called for 
Chancellor ; and Martin wrote to Lieutenant and 
Adjutant Pipeclay to say he would not fail report­
ing himself at head-quarters on the expiration of 
his leave. 

He then dressed to join the dinner party at 
Castle Blake. 

(To be co1dt1wed.) 

--- -- ::s.::...:= __ ---

,:Wlount ~ tn ai. 

-~~~~ HIS celebr~ted mou~1tain rises on a 
e:Y'(~.,;-~ desert penmsula, situated on the 
I_,\.l~ [12 · nortl'.ern shore of tI:ie ~ed Sea. I,,., , ,'t~ I ts _giant peaks, towenng 111 sombre 

Lr..' · . ~ rna1esty 111 the midst of a vast 
wilderness, present a singularly im­
posing appearance. The mountain is 
composed for the greater part of rocks 

of primitive formation, 1Jiled in the most 
, picturesque irregularity, as if d uring some 

antediluvian convulsion the molten mass cast forth 
by _ the action of subterranean fires had become 
suddenly petrified into waves of basalt, porphyry, 
'granite, and marble. 

The stern grandeur of this isolated region is well 
calculated to augment the feelings of reverential 
awe with which the traveller is impressed on 
approaching the " terrible mount," around whose 
base were traced, by express command of the Most 
High, the sacred limits which the children of 
Israel were forbidden to transgress, under pain of 
death, on -that memorable day when " the Lord 
came clown upon it in fire," while from the cloud­
wrapped summit, girt by the lightnings, were pro­
claimed, amid sublime terrors, the decrees of H is 
everlasting covenant with men. 

From the days of St. Anthony and St. Hilarion~ 
this solitude attracted grea t numbers of Christian 
anchorites, who sought in the depths of its wild 
recesses an asylum for uninterrupted meditation on 
the eternal truth s. Ent the isolation of this rocky 
retreat did not in every instance secure those holy 
men from the fierce persecution of the heathen 
tribes who roamed in the desert. On more than· 
one occasion were the barren cliffs here stained 
with the blood of Christian cenobites, who termi­
nated a life of heroic austerity by a glorious 
martyrdom. 

T he first-monastery on Mount Sinai was founded 

by St. Helen, in the fourth century. This original 
foundation was enlarged, under the auspices of ~he 
Emperor Justinian, and dedicated under the title of 
the Transfiguration of our Lord. In the chapel of 
the monastery, still existing, are preserved some 
very beautiful mosaics, representing J ustinian, h is 
empress, and different members of his family; also 
a representation of the Transfiguration; all of which 
have been greatly admired by antiquarians. 

Among the illustrious servants of God who flour­
ished here may be mentioned St. Nil us and St.John 
Clirnacus. The former was renowned for his pro­
found learning as well as piety. He had studied 
under the great St. John Chrysostorn , and, previous 
to his embracing the monastic life, filled the post 
of Prefect of Constantinople. St. John Climacus 
retired to this solitude at the -age of. sixteen, and, 
having passed forty years in a hermitage, in a remote 
part of the mountain, was chosen abbot of the great 
monastery, A.D . . 600. The fame of his sanctity 
spread through all the East. In a time of great 
drought and famine, th e people of Palestine hav_ing 
besought him to intercede wi~h God on their 
behalf, his prayers were ·immediately answered by 
abundant rains. St. Gregory the Great, who then 
sat in the chair of Peter, wrote to this holy man, 
desiring to be remembered in his prayers. Being 
importuned to draw up the most essential rules for 
arriving at Christian perfection, he, with extreme 
humility, compiled the excellent work known as the 
"Climax, or Ladder of Christian Perfection." It 
is written with a majestic simplicity, and its concise 
sentences are pregnant with deep wisdom. 

At the pres ... nt clay the Monastery of Mount 
Sinai is inhabited by a community of Greek monks 
(Schismatics). The exterior bears a striking re­
semblance to a fortress, being enclosed by a massive 
wall, loop-holed in several places for small cannon. 
This defence is necessary to provide against the 
sudden attacks of the fierce and lawless Bedouins 
who roam in the adjoining plains. For still greater 
precaution, the ordinary entrance is by a small 
aperture, at a considerable height from th e ground. 
To this narrmv doorway the traveller is e levated by 
means of a cable suspended from a pulley. At the 
period when the bishop performs the visitation of 
the monastery, it is necessary to break open an 
entrance at the base of the wall; but this is imme~ 
diately built up on his departure. 

T he ascent of the mountain from the monastery 
is only accomplished with considerable labour ; but 
the Christian pilgrim journeying hither from distant 
lands deems light the hardships to be encountered 
in the enterprise. With the enthusiasm inspired by 
liYely faith, he ·mounts from crag to crag, scaling the 
rugged peaks that seem to rise in endle~s succession, 
till at last he attains the summit. Here contem­
plating the theatre of so many thrill ing events, his 
thoughts revert to the tim e wben from the height 
where he stands, "the sight of tbe glory of the 
Lord" that dwelt upon Sinai, "was like a burning 
fire to the eyes of the eh ildren of I srael ;" and be­
holding the rocks that have reflected the splendours 
of the Divine M ajesty, h e prostrates himself in pro­
found reverence on the spot where of yore Moses 
bowed down in adoration unto th e earth " as th~ 
Lord passed by." 
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£ t n r bi c t t lJt ® I r bf n t b : 
AN HISTORICAL STUDY. 

- - - - -- -------------
of the entire Christian society; 1t 1s since the 
ad\·ent of Benedict XI. that that title, a las ! n o 
longer appertains to die Sovereign Pontiffs . It is 
im.portant to know how the successor of so many 

( Ab1 /rlged from t!te .Fre!lclt of L(o1t Ga11tier, by Popes, who disp layed sucb greatness before error 
R. F. O' C.) vanquished and over thrown, bore him self in the 

presence of triumphant error. · -~E purpose to relate here the life of In I 240, was born at Treviso, a child, wh o was 
· ( ' ~~G'{ a Pope who only lived eight months to be one day the master of the spiritual world, 
- , ~~ ~ on the pontifical throne. We will and the substitute of Jesus Christ on earth; upon 

~ willingly confess that it is the Yery whose lips infallibility was to rest, and who, to so 
) • """' --

1
•~ shortness of that pontificate that much glory, was to add a sanctity crowned by God 

has decided us to select it as the with the gift of miracles, and which the C hurch 
subject of this historical study. It enshrined on its a ltars. The child's fa ther was of 
seemed to us that ,ye ,rnuld more easily obscure origin ; some bistorians have even ex­

grasp, in a r eign of a few months, that aggerated the lowness of his condition, so as to se t 
,s,..c O admir:1.ble uni\·ersality wbich characterizes off more vividly upon a duller background the 

the policy of the So,·ereign Pontiffs, and all their aureole of the blessed pontiff. The child received 
influence m·er the peoples of the middle ages. in baptism the name of Nicholas. It is that of on e 
Indeed, in the history of a long pontificate, the of the saints whom God has destined to exercise 
, ·arie ty of the events, as ,Yell as their multiplicity, on earth a most powerful patronage through a 
does not allow us to thoroughly realize it as a popularity the most glorious. There are, indeed, 
wlwle; th e reader's attention ,,·anders iri place of few saints who have been so popular as th e great 
being concentrated. It gives us some trouble to Bishop of Myre; but among all the children who 
follow, for ni gh twenty years, the great Pope have received his name, and who thus have acquired 
Innocent III. through all the countries of Christen- a more special right to his protection, there are few 
do rn his geniu s has traversed and regenerated; "-;hom he has environed with so much solicitude 
one ,rill more easily comprehend the acts, not less \ and love as the young Nicholas Boccasino. He 
(~cumc:nicaJ, but much less numerous, of that saw in him one of the predestined, and took a 
su cessor of Boniface YIII., whose history we ' pleasure in leading him to heayen. N icholas' 
11nckrtakc. J\Iaking a shorter journey, we hope to father, Boccasio Hoccasino, was a notary'* a nd had 
kn ow the country more intim:1.telr, and describe it not much means. But Providence specially watches 
l>dtcr. The more the horiLon is narrowed, the 0Yer the education of saints. The child was not 
more easily the eye ernlJraccs its entire extent. d ep1-i\-ed, in his native country, of those intellectual 

Another reason that led us to study, by pre- resources that it is too commonly thought were one 
ference, this too-neglected pontificate of Dene- of the wants of men in the middle ages. O n e of 
diet ~· I., is the altogether except ional interest tbat his uncles, a priest of the parish of Saint A ndrew 
the epoch when this Pope occupied the See of I of Treviso, took charge of his education. B esides, 
St. Peter presents. The beginning of the fourteenth j Treviso is only seven leagues from Padua, where, 
century is _a memorable elate in th e history of the according to certain historians, the Emperor 
Church and of humanity. It is really the end of Frederick II. had, we will not say fo unded, but 
the middle ages. DonifJ.ce VIII. is, in some developed, in 1222, one of the mos t celebrated 
deg ree, the bst Pope of th e Christian centuries, uni ,·ersities in the Catholic world. Teaching in 
and BeneJicL XI. the first of rnocle111 times. Padua, as in all the other universities, had assumed 

Placed on the confines of l\Yo epochs, Benedict th at encyclopedic character of which the School of 
" ·as perhaps the first Pope to stand face to face Saint Victor, at Paris, in tl1e preceding century, ha d 
"ith the social triumph of crwr. It has been said enamoured all minds and all hearts, and which, in 
that the temporal preponderance of the R oman th e Dominican and Franciscan schools, was to 
Church among us ended the day " ·hen Bonifa ·e recci,·e such a marvellous development. The 
"·was struck in the face at 1\ gna ni .'1 It is certain J\Iarch of Treviso, moreover, passed for a lettered 
that at the -very moment when Sciarra Colonna country. Saint Fortunatus was a native of i t, and 
dared to rafse his h~md to the representative of used to say, " l\Iy Treviso ." T he Paduan s were 
J esus Christ, tl1e world might have regarded as proud of th eir T itus Livy. Everything leads us to 
fal! en into disuse, and abol ished for ever, that think that the French language was n ot only 
a>-.. 1om of Christian politics : "The Pope is the affected, but spoJ-en, in-all that region; it is certain 
final judge of ali cases of onscicnce bet,reen otir chivalric romances were in vogue there. YVe 
1:coples and kings." To that principle ,ms hence- ha \'e published a romance in French verse, slightly 
iorwa.r~l opposed the absolutely contrary p rin riplc, Ital ianised, which

1 
in the beginning of the fom-­

of ,dllch we shall h~ffe occa.~ion to speak more teenth centmy, w::ts composed, or rather compiled, 
tl~ ~tn · nee : " Kings arc the sole judges of aJl their by a ·ertai n Nicholas of Padua, in the March of 
lirf~rcnc~::;, whet11cr with their peoples or ,,·ith Treviso. 
other pm~ccs!' It is useful, it is good lo thus But, at the tim e of the birth of Ben edict, there 
place 1u11mous1y ucfore our cn:s without lcaYin,r 
anyt11ing in the shade, the t\, o· prin ·ipl cs th a t wcr~ - ---- --- ·• ·-- --· 
m p,_-esc11cc when Bencdi l mounted the throne of 
. 3on,l,\Cl.!. }'ur several cnturics the Popes, even 
111 kmpora\ co1 crns, were the respected masters 

* 111! \\·a:; ::tn imperial notary. This title con fcrrec1 a J..:incl 
of uobility, and tho c who bore it might write D ominus 
before their names. 
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were i11Bue11ces at Treviso more noble and more I tl1e sah·ation of souls; he loved, abm·e J.-1 1 things, 
p owerful than those of literary ~hivalry . . . Jtaly to bear the Word of _G_oc1, and _had s~me des~re, 
abounded in saints. Saint Francis of As1s1 had one Jay, to be the mrn1ster of 1t. His vocation 
d ied in r 2 26, Saint Dominic having preceded was quite evident. He had not seen, without 
h im in glory by only fi\·e years. The two monastic emotion, the first foundations of the Dominican 
families began to swarm in all the cities of family. Everything drew him towards that order, 
Christendom, rivals in knowledge, zeal, and virtue. which was still in the first fervour of its creation. 
Everywhere, but particularly in Ita ly, sanctity had At the early age of fourteen, if one of his contem­
becorne visible and tangible. Miracles were of poraries is to believed, he e1:i.tered the novitiate qf the 
common occurrence ; Treviso resounded with those Friars' Preachers; Ciaconius places his profession 
of the great thaumaturgist, Anthor;iy of Padua. in 125 7. For fourteen years the new religious 
The road between Treviso and Padua had long pursued his studies; and historians have observed 
b een crowded with pilgrims, whose a rdour the that, after having been fourteen years a disciple, 
death of Anthony, in 1231, had not abated. -·when he was master-or reader as it was then called­
the saints work no more miracles, their graves do. for another fourteen years, and that lie fulfilled 
N earer to the cradle of Nicholas, a Carnoldulece, other and higher functions in the order for a thi rd 
named Paris, directed to Treviso the religious of and last term of fourteen years. There is no objec­
Saint Christine, not to die until 1297, aged one tion to be made to the truth of this calculation, 
hundred and sixteen years, laden with virtues, and which brings us up to the year 1296, the epoch at 
honoured while living by the earnest devotion of which Brother Nicholas of Trcviso was electecl 
popular piety. · General of the Order. 

It is thus that God places; with his provident Few things, doubtless, are known of thal part of 
hand, the cradle of one of his most admirable th~ life of Benedict XI. which precedes his election 
vicars, in an atmosphere of learning and piety at to the mastership of the Order. The son of -the 
the commencement of one of the mo$t glorious notary Boccasino . seemed to wish his life was as 
ages of the Church. The end of that age, alas ! concealed as his birth bad been obscure. Ho,\·­
was to be less glorious; and Nicholas Boccasino was ever, from that cloister wherein he wished to hide 
one of the barriers that the Providence of God the brill1ancy of his virtues, issued beautiful rays of 
already prepared against the approaching encroach- light, that were beginning to shed round the futme 
ment on His Church. pontiff a popular halo. It was knqwn that before 

From his earliest youth Nicholas Boccasino gave becoming the model of masters, he had been the 
proof of a high intelligence, and, what is of more model of disciples. His teaching was the more 
worth , a great heart. God permitted tliat that celebrated owing to the humility which his learning 
masculine soul should be soon tried by poverty. made more apparent. "He possessed," said Saint 
A t about twelve years of age he was put in a Antonius, "vast learning, a prodigious memory, 
position to do for himself. · That young man- that and a penetrating genius; but he \Y::1.s in all things 
child-went to Venice, and, full of precocious amiable." John Boniface, in his Iiistoria 1 an•isziuiJ, 
courage and knowledge, took upon himself to be says it \\:as at this · epoch that Nicholas Boccasino 
the preceptor of young patricians-a 11ard way of wrote his aclmirable Commentaries on the Psalms, 
living, in which humiliations are not wanting; a on Job, and on the Apocalypse; to this list of his 
position next to that of domestic servant, the dis- · works may b e add ed his Commentaries on Sa.int 
agreeableness of which several centuries have not Mathew, his book, De Ritibus, three letters to th e 
removed. Nicholas Boccasino was Christian enough brethren of his order,- tl1e Acts of his Legation, anc.l 
to like these roughings, and that was the way he collection of his Sermons-not to mention the 
conquered heaven. He is the saint who should be Register of the Vatican, in which are preserred 
~pecially invoked by those who, devoting them- copies of the greater number of his Bulls, bis 
selves to this noble but thankless career of priv:ate noblest title to glory. It is to be presumed that 
tutor, can say, with a great writer of our time, most of his commentaries are, in reality, only his 
" \Ve are of all houses, and a ll houses can close lectures written out. \Yhen all the works of that 
their doors to us ! We are of all families, and all kind at that same epoch will have been carefully 
famili es may reject us ! We rear children as jf edited and conscientiously studied, one will be 
th ey were our own, and when we have reared th<r1~, eas ily convinced that teaching -i-n the thirteenth 
th E. y, know us no more ! " . century was of an .. elevated and original character 

While he led this humble li fe at Venice, he grew that the succeeding centuries hare lost, and which 
more and more attached to the consolations of has never been recovered from Saint Thomas down 
Christian piety. Already all those traits wh ich, to our days. The Summa of that great man was 
la ter on, wer e to characterize him, and by which not the only _one written in that age; twenty others, 
he is recognisable in history, distinctly appeared in published or unedited, exist. Read them all; 
his soul. T he yo ung preceptor's un varying gentle- analyse them, s1tmmari ze them, and you will re­
ness and tru ly wo11derfu l modesty d id no t impair construct all the teaching of the Universities during 
the indescribable natural dignity of which all h is the age of aint Louis. 
actions bore the imprint. H e loved knowledge icholas of Treviso had drawn upon him th e 
with that great and gen erous love that the contem- eyes of all his brethren; they spoke of him in all 
poraries of Saint Bonaven ture and Saint Thomas of the convents of the order as of a genius and a 
Aquin, bore to it; but nothing attracted him more sain t. Despite his modesty, the admiration of his 
th an theology, queen and mistress of all the sciences. brethren cons trained him to receive in turn al I the 
H e had an ardent piety, and a particula r zeal ior honours, and fulfil all the functions of the D omi-
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nican family. He was first snb-prior, then prior­
conventual, and then provincial of Lombardy; and 
'in all these dignities, Divine grace communicated 
to him the secret of remaining humble, gentle, and 
discreet. 

In 1296, the chapter-general of the Order of 
Preachers was held at Strasburgh, to give, accord­
ing to the rule, a successor to the master, or, as we 
would say now, the General of the Order, then 
Stephen of Besarn;on. The Provincial of Lom­
bardy was elected by-acclamation, and governed 
the order for two years and a half. He deceived 
no expectations ; he surpassed all hope. All 
Christendom soon learned that the General of the 
Friars' Preachers was a saint. One might say that, 
for the thirty months of his mastership, Nicholas of 
Treviso was ubiquitous. He did not govern from 
a distance ; he left to kings the device, " e long­
iizquo auctoritas." On the contrary, what he wished 
was to command-to reign among them like a 
father in the midst of his family. All the high­
ways of Christendom knew him ; all the convents 
of the order received him. His governh1ent was 
a journey. Contempor8ry historians spontaneously 
accord him the name of aJJtatr>r Co11lm1tm'tatis. He 
loved justice with a great love ; humility was the or­
nament of all his virtues. Ineffably mild ,towards 
his brethren ; implacably austere towards himself: 
he would not temper the severity of the rule by 
any mitigation. One saw him walking, staff in 
hand, along the roads, at that time not so good as 
ours, but which the saint often traversed. Thus 
he made the tour of his order; and the tour of that 
order was already beginning to be the tour of the 
world. He held chapter-generals at Strasburgh, 
.V e:nice, and at Metz. He came into the chapter­
hall on foot-always on foot-and covered all over 
with the dust of the road. There were no dangers 
nor fatigues he was not the first to run , saying to 
the timid, who hesitated to follow him, " But it is 
there, my dearest brethren-'-it is there is the glory 
of our order. " And the di§ciples followed the 
master. 

The chapter of 1297 gave him an opportunity of 
displaying all the loftiness and expansion of his 
soul. It was at Venice. The party of the Colonna, 
who had adherents everywbere, had succeeded in 
having creatures in the very bosom of the Domi­
nican order. They dared, before the General of 
the Order, to altack Pope Boniface, and attack him 
calumniously, as that great victim of history has 
always been attacked. Nicholas Boccasino rose, 
tel'rible to look upon, and, laying aside for a mo­
ment that demeanour which made him loved by 
all, assumed a countenance that inspired dread; 
and, in a resonant voice, cried : "Our Holy Father, 
Pope Boniface VIII., is the veritable st.1ccessor of 
Saint Peter, and the Vicar of Jesus Christ." It is 
precisely that title that Lhe artful rage of Philippe­
le-Bel disputed with Boniface. The General of the 
Friars' Preachers was not without exposing himself 
to great peril, in giving so formal a contradiction 
to the a1legations of the King of France. But 
su h a soul kn w no c1read but that of od or to 
put it better, it on1y knew dread and not f ~r. ' 

Two 01 t t 1p rary historians-a Frenchman 
rnard 'uion ; an Italian, 1~ rretti of icenza~ 

have mentioned with some detail a legation with 
which Nicholas Boccasino, while he was General 
of his Order, and John of Murro, General of the 
Minors, were possibly jointly charged with the ob­
ject of re-establishing peace between the Kings of 
France and England, i11 the early years of the 
pontificate of Boniface.'" K egotiations were 
opened in 1298, by Pope Boniface, to whom his 
most violent adversaries ougl1t not to refuse to 
render this homage, that he loved peace above all 
things, and that he did everything to re-estab1ish 
it among Christian princes. It was in the month 
of June, 1298, the Pope pronounced sentence, as 
umpire between the Kings of France and England. 
In the December following, Nicholas Boccasino 
was raised to the honours of the purple. 

T'his legation, doubtless, gave the Mas_ter of 
the Preachers an opportunity of studying more 
closely the character of Philip, the physiognomies 
of his agents, and the secrets of his policy. To this 
almost unknown embassy may perhaps be referred 
the origin of Bene.diet's very legitimate distrust, and, 
perhaps, his first plans of resistance, marked through­
out by mildness. Boccasino saw that the soul of 
the King of France was of iron, and knew it 
could not be broken. He foresaw a terrible_ 
change in anti-christian politics, and judged that 
the Christian policy ought also change its direction 
and tactique. Nevertheless, he resolved to re~ 
main faithtul unto death to the great soul of Boni­
face ; and he kept his word. 

We cannot qr1it the text of Ferretti witl"iout again 
emphasizing a trait that depicts to foe life the prede­
cessor of Benedict XI. That strong mind, that 
was even accused of inflexibility, loved peace as 
the Supreme God. Bernard Guion right1y remarks 
that he pacified Western Cbristendo,m at the 
moment when Philippe-le-Bel was in the most 
lamentable position; when Albert of Austria was 
preparing to invade France, with the consent of a1l 
the enemies of Philip, and particularly the King of 
England. But it was dangerous to render services 
to the grandson of St. Louis. He kept no account 
of that peace with the Sovereign Pontiff. As for 
Boniface, on the contrary, when his ambassadors 
brought him the news of it : " Gavisus est ta1tq1ta11l 
11m111ts amplissz1num illi tradzdissmt." Like St. 
Gregory VII., Boniface VIII. might have said when 
dying: "I have loved justice;" and, like most of 
our popes, he might have added: "I have loved 
peace.'' 

The General of the Preachers passed the advent 
of 1298 in the convent of Prouille, in the diocese 
of Saint Papoul. At the approach of Christmas 
the report that he had been nominated cardinal 
began to circulate. , Messengers from Rome 
having arrived in Provence, in deference to the 
envoys of the Holy See, he set out and met them 
at Lezignan, near Narbonne, on January 12th, 
r 299. They were :Jearers of a letter from Boniface, 

· * I< erretti does not give the precise dale oT this l egat ion 
to wh;ch he refers vaguely. To publicly notify his g ratitud e 
for the benefits of this peace, his B oline s -raised th e legates 
above-mentioned to the cardinalate. The negotiations were 
arried on at Ghent, where they labourec1 to streno-then the 

peace between Philip and th ottnl of Flanders. "' 
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dated December 5th, I 298, in which the Sovereign 
Pontiff, after having praised Boccasino, and ren­
dered to his sanctity, his doctrine, and his order a 
brilliant and merited eulogium, nominated him 
cardinal-priest of the Holy Roman Church. The 
Pope concluded, according to custom, by inviting 
the new cardinal to repair to Rome with the 
shortest possible delay. Nicholas was above all 
struck with the words of the Pope in tl.1.is letter, in 
which he not only saw an official formula, but a 
formal and significant order of the Vicar of God: 
" "\i\' e command you," said Boniface, " to accept 
the burden that God himself imposes on you to­
day.'' The religious was not long in coming to a 
decision. Several saints believed they could re­
move from their shoulders the burden of ecclesi­
astical dignities, because God had given them, and 
their mission, in solitude and silence. But, on the 
contrary, other saints, more numerous, perhaps, 
have been seen to accept high dignities, their eyes 
humbly fixed on the See of Peter, and their heads 
bowed in obedience. It is that God has need of 
the predestined, as much and more in the senate 
of the cardinals and on the episcopal throne, as in 
the cloister shades or the secular life. Nicholas 
knew it; it decided him not to hesitate an instant. 
He set out for Narbonne, which he entered in the 
morning, convoked the brethren of the convent 
and all the notabilities of the city; then, before 
that immense assembly, had the letter of the 
Sovereign Pontiff read out, and, bursting into 
groans and tears, declared his readiness to accept 
the burden of the purple, solemnly divested him­
self of the mastership of the order, and imme­
diately broke the s~al which was the mark of his 
authority.''; It was the 15th of Janirnry, 1299-
the day when the Church celebrates the Feast of 
St. Maurus, Abbot. 

One of the causes of the saint's determination 
was doul:ftless his very lively syrnpathy for Pope 
Bor1iface. It is no small argument in favour of 
that Pope, so much calumniated, that he was es­
teemed and loved by such a man as Nicholas Boc­
casino. It will also be admitted that Boniface 
knew how to select his counsellors. 

icholas repaired to Rome with laudable rapidity. 
He there found Boniface altogether occupied with 
the government, or rather with restraining the 
Christian world, which already rose against its 
spiritual master and sighed after C~sar . . The new 
cardinal had to justify all the hopes bis virtues had 
called forth. He justified them. Boniface had 
made him cardinal-priest of the· title 'of Santa 
Sabina. Two years after, in 1300, he promoted 
him to the Bishopric of Ostia and Velletri. Boni­
face, who bent not under the weight of the govern­
ment of the world, soon knew all the worth of the 
Bisl1op of Ostia. The Pope had one of those re­
gards which penetrate souls, which rapidly analyses 
them, and easily discover their most potent qua­
lities. He saw that Boccasino's virtue was prudence 
-not the most beautiful, but the most useful in the 
government of the Church-and he utilized it. He 
made the new c:i.rdinal what we now call a diplo-

* He was succeeded by _\ll crl Clanapo, of Tenon. 

rnatist. - But diplomacy in t.he service of the 
Church is the opposite of the diplomacy which has 
taken for its device those abject words : "Language 
has been giv~n to man to conceal the truth."* Dip­
lomacy in the service of the Church is prudence 
in the service of virtue. The Catholic diplomatist 
is not permitted to lie even venially. It is allow­
able to him to delay or to hasten decisions, but 
never to disguise them. His lips ought never 
know deception, nor his soul hypocrisy. Q-rand, 
dignified, and even proud, he raises the head at the 
thought that he represents a Christian , prince, or 
the Chief of Christendom. He has a title mag­
nificent in the annals of the Church ; he calls him­
self oftenest, paciarius, the synonym of pacificator. 
The great end of Christian diplomacy is in fact to 
stay the effusion of human blood; to put an end 
to wars; to thus help to make as many souls as 
possible enter into the eternal beatitude ; securing 
here below the greatest possible terrestrial happi­
ness to the greatest possible number of men: such 
are the duties of the pacificator. Nicholas Boe­
casino fulfilled them all with a nobleness success 
has not alw~ys crowned. We shall see him at the 
work, charged with a' most important legation by 
the intelligent will-of the Sovereign Pontiff. It is 
here his history begins to assume a more universal 
character, and- so more worthy of attracting and 
retaining our att-ention. , 

Each nation receives, in the Divine plan, a special 
mission. History is like a battle between good _ 
and evil. Each people in this great corn bat is a _.., 
corps d'armef', that receives, from God or from hell, -
a patticular post, directions, an aim, and a mot 
d'ordre. God has confided to all Christian nations 
the general mission of defending the trnth ; but 
each one has to do it in its place, and on the con­
ditions determined. It is thus that France has 
been, throughout all ages, the soldier of God, 
charged with attacks or decisive resistances. And 
so, at each extremity of the Christian. wo1 Id, in the 
middle ages, God had placed two nations, com­
missioned to be barriers against the waves of I s­
lamism and barbarism. Those two nations were 
Spain in the west, Hungary in the east of Europe. 
·were it not for for the generous effusion of Spanish 
and Hungarian blood, barbarism ,vould be 
triumphant. But those two wings of the great 
Christian army wavered not, and to them we owe 
th e victory. It was, therefore, necessary to the 
salvation of Christian humanity, and to the honour 
of the entire human race, that Spain and Hungary 
should be strengthened more and more ameng the 
nations. The Popes watched over them j their eyes 
were more than once fixed on those two points of 
space, where the odious crescent displayed itself 
in Europe. They ·made great efforts to organize 
those two peoples, the hope of Catholicity. 

N ow1 in I 301-y- Hungary gave tke Sovereign Pon-

* A va.ri ation of the celebrakd maxim : '' La parole et,! 
do1t11ie a l'homme pour deguiser sa pemt!e," attributed to Tal­
lcyrancl, but which he denied, at the Travellers' Club, in 
London, ha-vin o- ever used. We find it put forward in 
Frrrzer's J.frrg-rrz.ine (Anaust, 1838. Art. "Our Club in 
Paris''), as a histor ical fact, that the first time h e made use 
of thi · maxim wa in the presence of Lucien Buonapartc, 
anrl the next in lhe presence of lhe the1 emperor. 
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tiff the greatest uneasiness. It ,ras torn by civil 
war. Civil war enervates tl1e nation it does not 
kill; and if Hungary was long weakened in that 
way. it would have been her fate. and perhaps that 
of Europe. It was necc-ssary to stifle those intes­
tine broils. Boniface VIII. understood it; and 
when his great intelligence understood, his great 
will was not slow to act. No futile theories res­
traineq him; he put his hand to the, work. 

The cause of the civil war was the death of the 
king, Andrew III., surnamed the Venetian, a 
a death which left the throne of Hungary vacant. 
Andrew had reigned from July 19, 1290, to the be­
gining of the year 1301. The last king, Ladislas 
III., dying without direct posterity, had designated 
]1 im as his successor. That was the Venetian's sole 
right, and he had not reigned without some resist­
ance. In fact> Maria, sister of Ladislas and "-ife 
of Charles II., King of Naples, had not ceased to 
urge against Andrew the rights of her eldest son, 
Charles Martel. Charles Martel had died, leaving, 
by his marriage with Clementina, daughter of the 
Emperor Rodolph, a son in his minority, named 
Charles Robert, or, by abbreviation, Charobert. 
Thus, in-1301, there was no other serious candidate 
to the throne of Hungary than Charles Robert, 
grand-nephew of the king, Ladislas III., Andrew 
l1ad died without children; lmt the Hungmian 
nobles: aniniated by an obstinate, undiscerning 
11.1.tred, refused to accept Charobert, bt!causc tl1e 
< ~hurch had taken in hand that chief's c.:rnse. 
Th ey preferred the King of Bohemia, '\Yencesbs, 

· "ho descended through the family of the king, 
rela IV. The latter would--not accept for himself 
a crown he would not leave to others; he had it 
offered to his son, named, like himself, Wenceslas, 
then twelve years of age. Two parties formed in 
Hungary-that of Charobert, and that of\Venceslas. 

In reality, two systems, two doctrines, were at 
issue-the hereditary and elective principles. 

The Popes had very distinctly declared in favour 
of hereditary rights. On this occasion, as on many 
others, they affirmed by their acts that, if at the 
foundation of kingdoms the election is legitimate, 
hereditary succession is, later on, its only safe­
guard and security. Nicholas IV. had solemnly 
recognised the - legitimacy of the pretensions of 
Charles Martel, and had him consecrated at Naples 
by one of his legates. Saint Celestine V. had 
confirmed this bold act of Nicholas IV. Boni­
face VIII. could have no other policy than that of 
the two pontiffs, his predecessors; he continued 
to C harobert the avowed protection the Roman See 
had accorded to Charles Martel. He did not 
dissemble this protection: it was a heart that knew 
not dissimulation. He was se ized with the liveliest 
indignation when he learned that the greater 
number of the Hungarian nobles, disregarding the 

ounsels of the Holy Sec, .. and even through ho ·­
tility to it, crushing under foot hereditary right as 
well as the dignity of the Church, had declared 
:1ga1nst the candidate of the Sovereign Pontiff, and 
ap?ealed t~ a foreign prince rather· than accept a 
1:a.l10nal prmce from th e hand of the l)ope Boni­
ta e, and, as the authors of the Art of Verifyz"110 
./)a~es nfilrm, lh n look \ll) th intcrc ts of harobert 
'· with liateur." I t is stranrr tk\L thus, blinde 1 

by party spirit, they should have disrnvered ltateur 
in conduct we shall truthfully explain to our readers, 
and in which they will, doubtless, recognize but a 
noble dignity, truly royal and truly apostolic. 

Boniface, before proceeding to action, cast a last 
look at Hungary. He saw it all aflame. Private 
hatred found vent, under colour of political ven­
geance, as is the custom. There was no security 
for either property or person. The Church, 
weak and defenceless, was, as ever, the first victim 
of those internal revolutions; its liberties were 
confiscated, its goods plundered. The people, 
moreover, were not thoroughly converted. - 1 King 
Ladislas had been seen to conclude a shameful 
peace with the Tartars of Cumai1ia, to accommodate 
himself to their morals, and take all at once three 
of their wives for concubines. The Cumans, in 
revenge, had assassinated him, and became the 
masters in that unhappy country. Behind the 
Cumans, the eye of Boniface perceived all Islarnism 
and aU the Tartar race, who cast envious eyes on 
the Christian republic, whose eastern frontiers 
would soon be defenceless. It was then Boniface 
resolved to interven e. But he wished, before all, 
to be worthily represented in an affair wherein the 
future destinies of the Church appeared to him to 
be m enaced. He saw no one around him wl1 0 
better understood his mind _than the Bishop of 
Ostin, or better fitted to interpret it, who, in fine, 
joined n, prudence the firmest to a spirit of con­
ciliation the most amiable and enticing. B e 
nominated him legate a lattn fo the kingdom of 
Hungary, extending his powers to Poland, Dal ­
matia, Croatia, Servia, Curnania, Lodomeria, Ros­
cia and Gallica; in fact, Nicholas Boccasino w;:is 
deputed to all oriental Christendom ?-S represen­
tative of the "'licar of Jesus Christ, who is defenclc r 
of the entire of Christendom. He was sent to the 
extreme limits of th~ Catholic world to examine, 
and, above all, restore its defences. Thus, in a 
besieged place a skilful engineer is sent to that 
part of the fortifications the weakest and most 
exposed. 

Boniface's letter, conferring on the Bishop of 
Ostia this important legation, has happily been 
preserved. It is of May 13, 1301, and begins with 
a harrowing description of the political and -reli­
gious condition of Hm1gary. The Sovereign Pon­
tiff then addresses himself more particularly to his 
future representative, and says:-" Considering our 
Lord has showered down upon you all His graces, 
that He has given you extensive knowledge, the 
treasure of prudence and circumspection, lights of 
intelligence and many other virtues; and that this 
great God has fashioned your shoulders strong 
enough to bear the heaviest burthen for the glory 
of His name; considering all that, and, although, 
your presence near this Apostolic See might 
be very necessary, on account of the wisdom ot 
your counsels; although we shall deprive our­
selves, with great regret, of the assistance of such a 
man as you, nevertheless, we name you our legate 
in Hungary-and in all the other countries above­
named. And the end we give you to attain," 
adds the overeign Pontiff, " is the glory of God 
and the honour of the Roman Church, thfl ob­
s rY:-tn e of the c clesiasti al laws, the re overy of 
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the liberties of the Church, and the prosperity of 
all that kingdom ; the re-establishment of peace 
and the raising up of the lowly and the poot; in 
fine, all that can tend to the tranquillity of the 
body and the salvation of souls, quce ad a1timantm 
salutem et ad traJtquillitatem corporum perti11mt." 
Admirable words, which Boniface did not fear to 
repeat on many occasions. These few words are 
the entire programme of Christian politics; they 
might, they ought to be, the device of all princes. 
There is no good govemment, but that which, 
through temporal peace and tranquillity, leads souls 
to God. Material prosperity is not then the end 
of a Christian Government, but the means. The 
only end worthy of ·a Catholic king is to conduct 
as many souls as possi!Jle to the eternal beatitude: 
Ad a11i111an1m sa!ttlem I Boni1ace developed those 

Vienna. In that city, during the octave of Saint 
Martin, in 1301, he solemnly consecrated the 
11ewly-finished choir of the Church of the Friars' 
Preachers. And as the time had not come for him 
to enter Hungary, he utilized his sojourn at Vienna 
in correcting certain abuses introduced into 
ecclesiastical discipline. These events may be 
placed about September, 1301, and the following 
months; the continuators of the - C!tromde of 
Viemta have wrongly placed them in 1302. 

The Bishop of Ostia, however, could no longer 
defer entering Hungary. But at the moment of 
crossing the frontier, he learns that the Arch bishop 
of Colocx had anointed at Alba the young Wen­
ceslas of Bohemia, and placed on the brow of that 
child the crown of Hungary that the Holy See had, 
more than once, expressed reserved to Charles 
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\·ery ideas in several other acts in the affairs of 
Hungary. He wrote to the bishops of that king-

_ dom, to the Duke of Poland and Sclavonia, and 
we have thirty-four other letters of his relative to 
the legation of Nicholas Boccasino. He wrote 
specially to all the Hungarian ecclesiastics to lend 
their benevolent support to the representative of 
the Roman Church. The ground having been 
prepared with this wisdom, foresight, and mature 
deliberation which the Papacy has always rightly 
'considered one of the duties of its charge, the 
legate set out. 

He traversed all Germany, leaving every\vhere 
happy traces of his passage as the good odour of 
the Roman Church. He was at once dignified 
and affable; two great virtue. in a diplomatist. He 
sojourned some time in ustria, particularly in 

Martel and his posterity. The legate immediately 
wrote to Boniface. The Pope's answer did not 
keep him waiting. Boniface, in a letter of the 
17th October, 1301, orders the Archbishop of 
Colocx to come before four months to justify 
himself before the tribunal of the Sovereign Pon­
tiff. He threatens him with deposition. "His 
conduct," adds the Pope, "was truly inexcusable! 
should be thus precipitate the consecration of 
Wenceslas? Did he not know that the Arch­
bishop of Strigonia had on his part consecrated the 
young Charobert, grandson of the King of Sicily? 
Did he wish to perpetuate the civil war? Besides, 
Hungary, since t. tephen, was a fief of the B oly 
See, and it was perfectly just that the vassals 
should do nothing without the consent of their)ordY 
. ·uch is the ~ubstance of this act of Bcniface. 
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The adversary of Philippe-le-Beland the Colonna salvation of souls are attained in the world. Ad 
had never so distinctly formulated his political tra11qwllitatem corpomm, ad ami11arnm salutem. 
thought than in the exordium of this letter. "The Truly, the more we search into these doctrines, the 
Roman Pontiff," said he, "is divinely placed over more surprised are we at their harmony, their 
kingdoms and kings j in the Church militant the nobleness and their beauty! 
Pope is at the head of all the-hierarchy: he has a The same day, October 17, 1301, Boniface 
prince's life over all men, and, seated on his throne, wrote to the King of Bohemia, sternly reproaching 
which is also a tribunal, he judges with tranquillity, bim with having permitted the coronation of the 
and with his glance dissipates every evil."~ Here, young Wenceslas. "It were at leas t necessary," 
doubtless, is what the authors of the Art of Veri- ob'served the Pope, "to await the decis ions of the 
fyillg Dates have called hauteur. It would be Roman Church." He concluded by recommend­
more just to see in these noble words a doctrinal ing the legate to Wenceslas, and calling upon h im 
boldness which is high and· not haughty. - to wrest from the hands of his son an illegitimate 

It is not for us to discuss here the doctrine of sceptre. 
Boniface, but we cannot deny him a magnificent The cardinal delayed his entry into Hungary. 
elevation of mind. It is permissible to fail to He, doubtless, entered it at the beginning of 1302, 

discover therein 'that exaggeration that certain and it is from that time the dates of the German 
enemies of the Church, certain friends of C.:.esar, chroniclers become exact. Nicholas Boccasino 
have found. It is evident that by those words- began by assembling all the archbishops, bishops 
Romanus pontifex super reges et nglla constz"tutus a and prelates of the kingdom. Peace-such was 
Deo- the Pope did not mean he 11ad a direct the sole subject of all his discourses, the .only ai:11 
princeship over kingdoms in general, nor even over -of all his efforts. This 11oly bishop, this lofty 
those which, like Hungary, were the fi ef of the genil1s, this amiable man, in the most Christian 
Roman Church. But the Vicar of Jesus Christ sense of the wOTd, soon became, by reason of this 
distinctly affirmed fron:1 his throne that it was the very desire for peace, the object of an incessant . 
first in the world: because it was the throne of persecution. Wenceslas' party was numerous and 
Jesus Christ. He firmly believed that outside his powerful. The legate froni. the very :first was 
own states, he was the final judge of all cases of odious to him. All Rome's sympathies for the son 
conscience that arose between peoples and kipgs ; of Charles Martel were known. Blinded by their 
and that is the. meaning of those words, wherein prejudices and their ha..tred, and seduced by the 
looms a grand figure-Sedens zit solio fztdicii cum brilliant promises of the King of Bohemia, the 
tranquillitate judzcat et s110 z"ntuitzt dzssipat om11e Hungarians went so far as to threaten tbe life of 
malum. the representative of Boniface. The Bish_op of 

Such was the entire doctrine of Boniface. He Ostia was forced to leave Buda and take refuge at 
never ceased to keep before his mind's eye this Presburg. He was not long safe there, and had 
thought, that he was the R epresentative, the Sub- at length to retire to Vienna. If, like so many 
stitute, the Vicar of God. He despised himself; others, we judged men by the good or ill success 
but the ardour of his love for Jesus Christ was of their undertakings, it wonld be necessary to 
boundless. He could no't conceive bow the throne admit that Boccasino had not shown himself, in 
of the delegate of Jesus Christ could not be the these conjunctures, wortby of the historian 's 
first of thrones j nay, more, h e could not conceive eulogy. Bnt a Christian does not take success for 
how the Divine plan had raised, in the centre of the basis of bis estimate. Considering bis virLues 
the world, the tribunal of St. Peter, if it was not and his merits, considering, above all, his efforts, 
to make it the supreme international tribunal. The the Hungarian legation was a great honour to th e 
great sou1 of that poptiff, whom" all mediocre men legate, Boccasino. Events, besides, were soon to 
are doomed to misunderstand, enthu sias ti cally re- show that the results of this legation were co nsider­
joiced and exulted in pondering on the beauty of this able. Virtue like that of our saint l1acl not illumi­
plan of God 's. God, thought he, who is sovereign natecl Hungary in vain_; it was to reconcile to 
mercy and peace, cannot con template without Rome all sincere souls. It left everywhere some 
grief the distra~tions of nations, civil wars, foreign germs of faith, of devotion. Charobert, himself, 
wars, and all the scourges they produce. That is who a ,rnited on the frontiers of his fut ure kingdom 
why h e has not, in some sort, quitted the earth: the change of minds and events-Charobert himself 
there is his representative who intervenes in all -experi enced the effects of Boccasino\s legation. 
those distractions, descends into the midst of all He had not numbers on his side_; he had better. The 
the battle fields, who has the Divine right to stop most powerful nobles of Hungary were his pc1rtisans; 
the combatants, the Divine right to anathemi 4e sustained him with their money, fortified him with 
rebels, the right to decide peace, to inspire its their counsels; then Boniface was there: Boniface, 
spirit, to suggest its condition s. It is thus that who knew not despair. The legate kept bim informed 
humanity should suffer less numerous and less of the extent and inuti li ty of bis efforts. Bon iface 
dis~s trous effus ions; thus, thanks to this inte r- was ~lear-s ighted, and charged not his 1 gate with 
nat1onal court, that temporal security, and the a failure that no one could humanly avoid . 
__ ·-··-_________________ E:1en ts are sometimes stronger than the strongest 

wills. 
* "Ro111a1111s po11tifcx Sll " 'r rcn-•s •t I t"t t ft f B · 

Dco, i 11 Fcc!cs:a milita11ti ;J'.:11 ,·c',.:,a.l st ·cg11a co,nst z ,t, :is1. a 1-:\. ter oc asmo had passed some time at Vienna, 
t ,, 1111!11111s e.xts r, c surer <l · l · · 

o_'.111~L~. 11101111/cs ob~illl'ns j>n:11cipa111111 , sedmsqNe in so/i() el)gage lll a umu a~:ng, at the least, pec:: rnary 
7 .. d1Cu, 01111 tra11quill1tafr 711d1cat N suo i11t11itu dimpat 0111 11c resour es for barobert, he returned to R ome, 
111

"
111111

·"- .l.i\ · , ,ii., qiist. cm. 78. l sa 1clened by the e,·ents. Boniface immediateiy 
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wrote decisively to the King of Bohemia to lay adventurers, of whom the King of France was cer­
down his arms, and place his cause in the hands of tainly the invisible chief, surpassed by the gran­
the Pope ·; he forbade him besides fo take the title deur of his last acts, the grand~ur of his "whole 
of King of Poland, and bitterly reproached him pontificate. He arrayed himself in his pontifical 
with the conduct of the enemies of Charobert in robes, and, tiara on head, expecting the result, soul 
i·egard to the Bishop of Ostia. "Our legate,n said and eyes fixed on the cross, mounted his throne. 
tl}e Sovereign Pontiff, "came to you like an angel "History," says a modern writer, "has nothing but 

· of peace, like a messenger of salvation. He h as admiration for the old Romans, who awaited in 
not ceased, however, to suffer among you, suffer- their curule -chairs the arrival of the Gauls; the 
ings of body, sufferings of mind, which, in truth, action of Boniface was still more dignified and 
will be glorious before the Supreme:_ King, and grand." 

' which, if the:Y have not produced peace, have, _ J esus Christ in the Garden of Olives, was 
at least, produced good fruits in the eyes of abandoned by all his disciples. Some -friends 
God !" remained bv Boniface in t he midst of his mis--

Before leaving Germany, the Bishop of Ostia had fortunes. Two cardinals-two, only, remained im­
solemnly summoned Wenceslas and . Charobert to movable at the foot of the pontifical throne. 
present themselves in person, before six months, at Neither the violence of a Sciarra, nor the kf1avery 
the tribunal of the Pope; in that he only expressed of a N ogaret, nor the outrages of a furious soldiery, 

' the lvill of Boniface. It is not for us to relate here could turn aside from their outraged master those 
the sequel of the affairs of Hungary. On May 30, faithful servants. His_tory has preserved the names 
1303, Boniface officially decreed to Charobert the · of these two last friends of the-great Pontiff: they 
crown of Hungary. He had the strictest right, were Peter, of Spain, ,and Nicholas Boccasino, 
being lord-suzerain of that kingdom. But Charo- Bishop of Ostia. We shoula have expected to 

• bert was not long king, except in , name. On find the latter at his post.* _ 
May ro, 1307, a new Bt1ll was issued in hi-s favour It was the Bishop of Ostia who brought about · 
by Pope Clement V. The year following a new the understanding between the Pope and the other 
legate was sent to Hungary, Cardinal Gen- cardinals. It was at the entreaty of the former 
tile de Montefiori ; he succeeded better than legate in Hungary that Boniface mildly consented 
Nicholas Boccasino, but without acquiring more to pardon his enemies all the evil they had done 
right to the praises of posterity. In 13 ro, the him.' It was also Nicholas Boccasino who recorr­
Hungarian States assembled at Pesth1 when, at . ciled all the nobility of Anagni with the Pope- and 
le113th, the . nobles unanimously rallied round his nephews. - It was, thanks to him, that No­
Charobert. The prayers of Benedic t XI: in garet's followers were kicked out , of Anagni; 
heaven were, doubtless, of some avail in the re- thanks to him that Boniface was set at liberty, that 
establishment of that peace for which on earth he the pontifical -gonfalon was hoi-sted, and the 
had expended so much talent, prudern;e, and standard of the- King of France trailed in the mud. 

_courage. , It was justice, and .our patriotisJU need not be 
The sequel of even ts clearly shows that Boni- aroused by the injury, for, in ~ truth, · it -was not 

face VIII. and his successors had been happily the _standard of noble France that sheltered 
inspired to take in hand the cause of Charles N ogaret ! 
l\fartel and his son. Chai:obert was a great king ; ( To be con/z"11ued.) 
and Hungary owed to the Popes one of the princes 
who have most extended its frontiers, and propa-
gated the glory of its name. God blesses the 

na tions who obey his Vicar. . ~ol)t£,btrg-m:1Jt JJBradJtnffls (l\binr.) 
Wh en the Bishop of Ostia returned to Italy, he 

did not find Boniface a t Rome. The Pope had 
arrived at the time when great men, blackened by 
calumny and persecuted by fo tce, hold their 

_ ground more firmly than ever on the debris of their 
hopes. It was in the middle 0f the year 1303. A 

· i1etwork of treasons were beginning to weave them- · 
selves round the indo111ita ble Pontiff. Nogaret, 
tha t sanguinary Tartuffe, by · his work, underhand 
ancl more than homicidal, dishonoured the jleur de 
lys. T hat impious man went about everywh-ere, 
saying he would "finish the undertaking of Christ 
(complere 1tegoti1111t Cltristi." ) To defend Christ, 
N ogaret enlis ted brigands, notably, the cel ebrated 
Rinaldo de Supino, the mortal enemy of the 
Sovereign Pontiff. He had tri ed in vain to raise 
the Neapolitans against the Sovereign Pontiff, but 
there was no n eed of eloquence to cfecide Sciarra 
Colonna to try a coup de main against the enemy of 
his family. Sciarra got ready his gauntlet-we 
know the rest. 

Boniface1 seeing his palace invaded by a band of 

'"'EPARTING from ,Cologne to ex-
. plore the far famed scenerr of . the 

Rhine, the traveller meets ·with little 
to excite his admiration, till, having 
passe<l below Bonn, he arrives in 
the vicinity of the Siebengebirge, the 

Seven mountains, whose picturesque 
outline marks the en trance to that de­

lightful region styled the .'·' Paradise . of 
~ Germany." Here he begms to realize 

the romantic loveliness of the Rhine scenery; and 
his pleasure is increased at ever~ in?tant, as ~1e ad­
vances up the course of the maJ es ttc stream, now 

" Bened ict XI. himself leclares he was an eye-witness of 
the attempt at Anagni, in Letter 168 of his registe,. See also 
Corne/ii Z antjliet c/wo11icon , 1230-1461, in the Amplissima 
Co/!,:ctiv of Martene, '"· 147.-Henri Rebdorf, quotetl·by 
Raynalcl i, iv., 360, &c. 
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,rindin o- oTacefully around the b:1se of vine-clad 
0 0 . . 

hills · now rushing swiftly past the steep, pro3ect111g 
cliffs

1 

from whose dark summits frown the ruined 
battl~ments of meclireval towers; now hidden away 
in the deep bosom of encircling mountains: 

" The river nobly foams and flows-
The charm of this enchanted ground­

And all its thouc;:ancl turns disclose 
Some fresher beauty varying round." 

From the ruins of Godesberg, known· as the 
Jew's Castle, situated on an eminence a short dis­
t:1.nce below Bonn, there is obtained a very fine 
view of the river. On the opposite bank-

" The castled crag of Drachenfels 
Frowns o'er the dark and winding Rhine, 

·whose breast of water broadly swells 
Between the banks that bear the Yine." 

The Drachenf els is the nearest of the Seven Moun­
tains to the river, and is considered one of the 
most picturesque spots on the Rhine. The ascent 
is n1ade from the village of Konigswinter, and oc­
cupies little more than an hour. On the way up 
:1re pointed out the Dombruch -or quarry, whence 
the stones were obtained for the erection of Cologne 
Cathedral, and the cave of the wonder lul legendary 

- dragon, from which the rock derives its name. 
The view from the summit, affording a magnificent 
panorama of mountain scenery, is one of the most 
beautiful on the whole course of the Rhine. 

Jltl a r a t f J o n . 

SWIFT through the portals of the crimson'd west 
Apollo's fiery chargers seek their rest, 
Bathing in purple splendour, as they fly, 
The cloudless dome of Macris' scented sky. 
The rocks in massive spiendour from the bay, 
Give back the wearied god's declining ray; 
And bounteous nature seems in peace to smile 
Upon the beauties of that favoured isle. 

Upon her sun-gilt mount there stands a Greek, 
Gazing in silent wonder towards the creek, 
Where, checked by mighty cliffs, the Eubcean 

,vave, 
With madden'd force, the rugged shore doth lave, 
From whence his eye, the troubled waters maze 
Can follow onward towards the Cyclades; 
When lo ! far gleaming in the parting beam, 
At once, a thousand hostile ensigns seem 
To burst in dazzling glory on his view, 
As, stretching wide the briny wave they strew. 

Far o'er .J.Egea's island-spotted sea 
A thousand ships ride forth in rn.ajesty, 
I, ike myriad seabirds scattered o'er the d eep, 

ppears in proud array the P ersian's fleet. 
Ri h with the spoils of Delos' I lundered shrine, 
Their warlike gal1eys spurn the foaming brine; 
\ hile high o'er all, th e silver eagle's glare 
l)roclaims that sia's proudest lords are there. 

The astonished Greek awaits to see no more; 
With terror's wing he flees the fatal shore. 
To Pallas' dome his' trembling steps he bears, 
And with loud voice his message there declare:; : 
"Arm ! Grecians, arm! the tyrants are at hand­
The Persian fleets approach our native land ! 
Eubcea's mounts with warlike cries resound­
From cliff to cliff their startling echoes bound. 
Rise ! Athens, rise ! brace on the avenging foil, 
And sweep those tyrants from your native soil!"' 

From dome to dome the stirring summons hies ; 
From mouth to mouth a stern defiance flies. 
"Rise I Athens, rise !'' resounds the slumbering 

plain 
" Rise ! Athens, rise !'' repea ts Diana's fane. 
"Rise ! Athens, rise in the madden'd Greeks pro-

long, 
'Tis freedom's self that sings the glorious song. 

Hyrnethus'·, n~nt, with glittering spears is bright, 
A.round it~ base,!the Persians wage the fight. _ 
Proud sight it was to see their glittering band 
Girt round the ensigns of their native land. 
There flashed the Susian and the Indian spear, 
The Bactrian's bow, the Median's sword of fear; 
Here Syria's shepherd-sons have donned the 

shield, 
And there black Nubia's archers crowd the field_; 
While in their midst, upon his ivory car, 
Proud Datis sit8 to rule the corning war. 

Fair in the front of A.then's patriot band, 
Its sign of freedom grasFJing in his hand, 
Right fearlessly the son of Cimon stood, 
His eyes exulting o'er that living wood: 
" For Hellas, on," the dauntless hero cries; 
'' Shame for the coward; heaven for him who 

dies! 
We'll make these hills, through ages yet unrnn, 
Tell of the day that here Athena won ; 
And Persia's sons, whene'er they view this strand, 
Shall curse the fate that here befel their land. 
On, brave hearts, on ! in front is glorious fame i 
Behind, broods death and everlasting shame." 

Swift at his words, with arms uplifted high, 
Athena's heroes raised their battle cry; 
And like the surf that frets their native coast, 
Thundering, they poured against the hostile host. 
Like falling snow-flakes 011 a winter day, 
Their spears are hurl1d to gain the doubtful fray. 
Ah ! vain for human eye to scan the scene­
The terrors of that battlefield to glean ! 
There, raging onward, flew Chaldaea's spear; 
With soul on fire the wary Greek stood here ; 
Wave bounds o'er wave across the living main ; 
Slain l1eaped on slain fill up the purpled plain; 
And, loud o'er all, the vulture's piercing cry 
T ells there of death and desolation nigh. 

But lo ! the equal fight seems changed at last, 
The living waves of Medes are gaining fast; 

nd yet, though Greece her arrows pours like snow, 
nd hurls her spears i~1 whirlwinds at the foe. 
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The stubborn Bactrian still maintains his stand, 
And deals destruction from his iron ·11and. 
Back falls at last the wearied patriot host­
The hope of Bellas and Ath ena's boast. 

The Persian satrap, with a watchful eye, 
Tl1e Grecians evil plight doth soon espy. 

Her greatest trial was caused by witnessing the 
daily and hourly humilia tions which cruelly wmmded 
th e proud sensitive nature of the king. And oh l 
what grief is so ·hard to be borne as t hat of seeing 
a cloud of misery hoveri1ig o ver those dear to us, 
and feeling that all our great love is _powerless to 
console, helpless to guard, fron} the stroke of 

'' C:harge., victors, cJ1arge ; one stroke and Greece evil? " Only the sorrows of others." Why these 
1s won, 

Sardis avenged, and all your trials done. '' 
With double zeal at once his soldiers try; 
Parthian with Mede, Phrygian with Lydian vie, 
Like the simoon across the desert air 
Roll on those bands, allured by victory's glare: 

Miltiades with ri sing anger sees . 
Each soldier staughtered, as he frightened flees : 
"Stand firm, ye Greeks ! let each for freedom 

strain; 
More glorious here to fall t han li ve to bear a 

chain. -
Let all who dare not fight for freedom fly; 
Here must we win or here as nobly die." 
His words pronounced with talismanic art 
K.iii.dle the hope of victory in each hea rt; 
Back from the rout each Grecian warrior turn s, 
While in each breast the wish for vengeance burns, 
And drives before him, :cross the blood-stained 

plain, · 
The startled warriors of the Persian train~ 

Like withered leaves b efore tbe winter's blast, 
They fly, as H ellas' sons rush onward fast, 
Pale terror seizes on the hostile band ; 
The clotted spear falls from each trembling hand. 
One moment's pause, and Persia's army fl ed 
Through seas of blood, o'er- mountains of their 

dead. 
On, on they fly, in one commingled crowd-
The Mede, the Scythian, and the Bactrian proud. 
Ten times a tl1ousand corses strew the strand, 
The slaughtered victims of the Grecian band. 

,. 

~ mighty host th ey left the Asian shore ; 
A vanquish ed few tell back the fate they bore, 
While wond ering nations echo the loud fame 
Of Athen's glory, and of Persia's shame. 

ALASTOR. 

are two-edged swords whose strokes are mortal, 
and in all the bitter, boundless sea of affliction 
there is· no wave so cruel and devouring as that 
which desolates the life of one we love. True 
'woman as she was, the heart of Marie- Antoinette 
clung more closely to her husband in his hour of 
trial, and the very faults of his character made him 
dearer, and more sacred in her eyes. Her high­
souled courage never failed, and could she have 
aroused in Louis something of her own energy of . 
spirit, the event might have been very different. 
Calumny, too, with its l1undred poisoned tongues, 
was busy with her name, and the most absurd and 
lying rumours of her reckless extravagance, her 
heartlessness, her imperious haughtiness, were cir­
culated and believed. Then death came and took -
her youngest first, lier "little angt:1/ as the mother 
called her b aby daughter Sophie, and then her 
eldest born, the Dauphin, · whose death ,vas sur­
rounded by circumstances peculiarly trying to his 
parents. It took place during the first sittings of 
the States General ; and while Louis and the queen 
were feeling that " Life struck sharp on death makes 
awful lightning," the turbulent- rnern·bers of the third 
estate sent deputations to express their sympathy in 
those stereotyped words of condolence, whic_h-never 
yet brought comfort to the wounded heart. These 
men pertinaciously insisted upon an interview, 
though they were informed that the King, whose 
grief was excessive, could not receive them; but, 
forced to give way, Lotiis exclaimed, with sorrowful ' 
impatience, "Are there, then, no fathers in this 
third estate ? " · 

~arte ~ntotncttr. 
Bv J. M. 

Louis XVI. was still regarded ,vith- affection by 
his people; but, in the opinion of the. philosophic, 
free-thinking mind of the eighteenth century, kings 
had become the symbol of "abuses which had 
grown enormous and hoary with age," and now the 
fiery torrent of hate, which had been accumulating 
during centuri½s of oppression, was about to burst 

·' its bounds, and pour itself out like a lava flood upon 
the unhappy monarch, whose ' life, and character 
presented so striking a contrast in every particular 
to those of his haughty and wicked predecessors. 

The States General, that great assembly, which 
had never been convened in France save "in days 
of national perplexity, when wrong abounded, 

~~,~~N HAPPY Marie Antoinette ! the and help was not, ' ' had met, and from all parts of 
- M"' 1

~ cross has been deeply planted in the kingdom deputies arrived in Paris, filled with 
~ I~ ~ 

1
t l1 er heart; the world has changed totally fal se ideas about the Court and the Royal 

+. i \-Jei~ • its aspect, and life is no lon ger seen family. Many of these visited the palaces, expect­
r.: ~~ t hrough a golden haze. A keen and ing to bt hold a degree of barbaric splendour which 

P A RT THE THIRD . 

bitter wind, "wonder cold," has _ had no existence save in the pages of Eastern 
come, and blighted every budding hope romance. _ They insisted upon being shown those 
of her h eart, and sh , who was once of the Queen's apartments which were "wholly 

the gayes t, happiest, creature in all her ornamented, as th ey had heard, with diamonds, 
broad realm, is now- and having columns wreathed with sapphires and 

"A hungering outward from her barren life rubi es,'' and, b eing disappointed, they went away, ' 
For something like a. joy. " convinced that all the magnificence existed, but 
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that the roofs of fretted gold, and floors of cedar, 
and pavements of jaspar and poryphry had been 
studiously concealed from those of the 'Fhird 
Estate who were known to be "the friends of the 
people." 

Marie Antoinette had been anxious the States 
should meet at Versailles, where they would be 
removed from the influence of the turbulent mobs 
of Paris, and accordingly the great hall of Menus 
Pla£sirs, capable of containing 2,000 persons in its 
area alone, exclusive of galleries, was prepared for 
their reception, the original intention being that the 
three estates should assemble _ together ; a raised 
dais, carpeted with violet velvet, embroidered with 
lilies, being reserved for the thone, the court, and 
princes of the blood, the ministers having thetr 
place in front of the dais at a table covered with 
"blue lilied velvet." 

On the right of the hall, richly covered seats 
were assigned to the clergy; to the left the nobles; 
and tbe centre afforded accomodation to the six 
hundred commons deputies of France. 

The pageant of the procession was one never to 
Le forgotten, as the three ord~rs, people, nobles, 
and clergy, repaired from the Church of St. Louis, 
where they had assembied, to the Cathedral of 
Notre Dame, to invoke the blessing of heaven 
.upon the good work about to be inaugurated. The 
streets were lined by the splendid regiments of the 
king's guard and the Swiss ; rich tap_estries hung 
from the balconies, and a countless multitude of 
spectators-" one vast suspended billow of human 
life-with spray scattered even to the chimney 
tops, '' filled every available space as the procession 
marched in stately order upon its way. 

First came the six hundred deputies, of the third 
estate, robed in black, with short cloaks, white 
cravats, and slouched hats, a regulation costume 
which rather chafed them; but they consoled them­
selves with the reflection that although more hum­
ble in appearance, they far outnumbered the .two 
higher orders put together. Next came the nobles, 
gorgeous in many-coloured velvets and embroidery, 
"rustling with laces, waving with plumes," swords 
at their sides, and wearing hats a la Henri Quatre. 
In front of these, as of highest rank, strode the 
liaughty a11d wicked Orleans Egalite, the enemy of 
the queen, his copper-coloured, blotched face 
stamped with every evil passion. Anxious to con­
ciliate the good will of the commons, he pressed on 
and mingled in their ranks, a flattery most accept­
able to the people. , 

The clergy, in their ecclesiastical dress, came 
next ; after them the king, beaming with happiness, 
and believing that now all would be well with 
France. The queen, the beautiful, ill-fated Marie 
Antoinette, moved beside him, her abnndant hair 
silvered with care and sorrow. But stay! .can that 
stately, silent "·oman, whose noble countenance 
wears an expression of rigid endurance, which she 
would fain conceal beneath a melancholy smile­
-an she be the beautiful Austrian princess who 
·_arne into }'ranee a happy bride only a few years 

smce? Aye, the same; but now sorrow-

"Lies on 11er like :m untimely frosl­
pon the swcele5t flower of all the f1cld." 

And even her enemies might have pitied her as she 
passed into the church, to lay down her burthen 
for a while before the altar of God. After solemn 
procession of the Blessed Sacrai11ent, in which 
Monsieur the Comte d' Artois and the 'Dues d' An­
gouleme and d'Berri carried the canopy, all sepa­
rated, and on the following day the Assembly of 
the States General was opened by the king. From 
the very outset, the provincial deputies felt them­
selves slighted in many ways, and perceived that a 
marked distinction was made between them and 
their colleagues of the higher orders. After the 
king's speech, which had been listened to with res­
pectful attention, the assembly, which had heard 
him standing, seated itself; and Louis putti-ng on 
his plumed h,at, the nobles did the same, according 
to etiquette, and the deputies of the third estate 
determined to assume a like privilege, immediately 
put on their slouched bonnets, amidst cries of 
"hats off," which were replied to by "No; hats 
on-hats on." The kirfg affecting not to perceive 
the disturbance, though he felt the humiliation 
keenly, uncovered, as if mechanically, and order 
was restored. 

All know the history of the States General. The 
discontent created in the commons by the obstinate 
and fatal determination of the nobles and clergy 
to meet in separate chambers. The weeks of in­
action, when the third estate enlivened its meetings 
by fiery speeches, in which the democrats indig­
nantly inquired of each other, "Who and what 
were these nobles, representing some hundred and 
fifty thousand individuals, who refused to act with 
the chosen representatives of 25,000,000 of men­
the great nation of France?" Day after day the 
public filled the galleries, identifying themselves 
with the members, applauding their speeches, which 
they repeated through the city. Several of the 
nobles and clergy joined the ranks of ,the com­
mons, which was composed of a mixed assemblage 
of good, well-disposed people, with " philosophers," 
jansenists, atheists, metaphysicians, economists, 
and revolutionists; and after weeks of debating, 
on the IIth June, the deputies repudiating their 
title of provincial representatives, declared them­
selves the National Assembly of France, electing 
Bailly, Mayor of Paris, their president, and an­
no.uncing that "they, and they alone, independent 
of the nobles, were henceforth entitled to interpret 
the general wil\ of the nation." The news of this 
decisive step was received with raptures of enthu­
siasm all through France. The nobles were over­
whelmed with astonishment and consternation. 
They appealed to the king to save the realm from 
revolution, by creating for them an upper chamber, 
.like the House of Lords in England; and so coun-
terbalance the power of the self-constituted as­
sembly, Louis ordered a proclamation to be pub­
lished by the herald-at-arms, announcing that he 
would meet the three estates on the 23rd, and that 
meantime there should be no sitting of the States 
General: 

However, the members of the National As­
sembly crowded the passages leading to the hall 
ne t day, as usual, and, finding tbe doors closed, 
and guarded by soldiery, departed, burning 
with indignation, and protesting vehemently 
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against the disposition of the king. Standing in 
excited groups in the rain, uncertain what to do, 
and; some say, that beholding smiles of amusement 
at their discomfiture, on a few well-known aristo­
cratic •faces, they determined that assemble they 
wouJd, in spite of all opposition, an1 they pro­
ceeded to the Old Tennis Court of Versailles, 
wh ere, having procured a table, chair, and writing 

·materials, they drew up the form of a solemn oath, 
by which they bound themselves never to diss.ol ve 
their assembly until they had performed that for 
which th ey had been convened-nan1ely, to fix the 
constitution of the kingdom, regenerate public 
order, a11d decide the true principles of the 
monarchy. 

Meantime dreadful scenes took place in Paris; 
insurrectionary mobs paraded the streets ; intoxi­
cated men, armed with knives, guns, pikes-whatever 
weapon first came to hand; and women in whom every 
trace of humanity seemed to have been extinguished, 
accompanied them, shouting and blaspheming, 
and seeming to revel in pillage and bloodshed. 
Houses were broken into and robbed; Reveillon's 
great paper factory was burned to the ground; con­
vents were attacked, and barracks invaded for the 
arms th ey contained. The Bastille, _" that gloomy 
fortress of rock and iron, the terror of th e lawless, 
was taken, sacked, and levelled to the ground, and 
where the mob expected to find indescribable hbr­
rors, they only discovered seven prisoners, confined 
for forgery, or some such offence. But the instru­
h1ents of torture, such as are to be seen in th e 
Tower of London, were rusted with disuse, and 
th ere were neither skeletons, n or dead bodies, nor 
prisoners grown old in chains. · 

The king had retired for the night, wh en the 
news of the taking of the Bastille reached Ver­
sailles, and none appeared disposed to be the 

-bearet of the bad news, until the Due de Lion­
court, who was devoted to his r_oya l master, 
a':Yak~ned him to relate it. The king, starting up, 
exclaimed: 

" This then is a revolt.n 
'' Sire," replied the duke, with deep concern, " I 

fear it is a revolution.'' 
All Europe resounded with this wonderful news, 

and th e 14th July, 1789, dates the commencemen t 
of the revolution . In England, the university 
stu;=Iei:its wro te themes upon the subject; in Italy, 
Alnen celebrated it in verse; in St. Petersburgh, 
the people embraced each other in the streets with 
joyful congratulations; and the President of the 
United States was presented by La Fayette with 
the ponderous key of the principal gate of the great 
fortress prison, which may stiU be seen at Mount 
Verno11, Washington having placed it under a glass 
shade. The bronze of its old walls was cas t into 
~11edals and coins, and pieces of the stone were set 
m lockets and bracelets, surrounded with diamonds, 
<1:nd worn ?Y the revolutionary ladies of the 
tim e. 

How different might have been the fate of 
l'rance and of Europe, if Louis XVI. had at this 
j uncture acted with promptitude and eneray · and 

1 d 
. b J l 

as ~e was a v1sed to do, put an end to the insur-
rection by the strong arm of military power. Bu t 
he placed too much reliance on the affection of hi s 

subjects, and, having declared openly that nothing 
should induce him to . use harsh measures, that 
never by his command should one drop of blood 
be shed, he prepared to visit Paris without guards 
or attendants, and so put an end to the rumours 
afloat in the Capital th at the king was coming at 
the head of 4 ·0,000 men, to wreak a fearful ven­
geance upon the citizens for the crimes they had 
committed . Some troops had been withdrawn 
from Paris for the defence of the royal -family at 
Versailles, and it was soon discovered that the 
regiments which had been left for the defence of 
the city were not to be depended upon, as they · 
showed a strong disposition to fraternize with the 
insurgents. Marie Antoinette, in an agony of 
terror for the safety of the king, tried to dissuade 
him from trusting himself unprotected to the mercy 
of the infuriated mobs of the city, but Louis, whose 

· personal courage was unflinching, persisted. But 
wel-l aware of the probable conseqnences of the 
step he was about to take, he assisted at Mass and 
received Holy Comrnunion j and in case of any 
unforeseen danger, appointed the Comte de Pro­
vence lieutenant-general of the kingdom. Marie 
Antoinette seemed to live through years of agony 
during the long hours of that day, and felt con­
vinced that she should never behold the king 
again. Her children never left her for a moment, 
the Dauphin watching from the window to have 
the first news of his approach. "He wil1 return, 
he will return, Maman Rei1te," he cried, " he is so 
good that no one would hurt him." What a fearful 
day it was! one of those 

- " endless days notched here and there with knive_s, 
A weary, wormy darkness spurred i ' the flank with flame. " ' 

A day when, as some death or dreaded sorrow 
hangs over us, we seem waiting, listening for some 
horror that will freeze the -blood, when though we 
feel God near us, we cannot pray, we can , only 
cling to Him and wait, and then-when suspense 
is ended, a110. even the worst has come, the tongue 
is toosed, and we than!E God that it fj over. Poor 
queen ! she had many such terrible days, but this 
one ended better than she had hoped, for late in 
the evening the king returned, weary and sad at heart. 
On the route to Paris, Louis had been escorted 
by the 1200 members of the National Assembly, 
who, -dreading the lawless violence which their own 
insubordination had created, and which they now 
felt themselves powerless to restrain, and hearing 
rumours of a plot to assassimte the king, deter­
mined to accompany him. They were joined by a 
multitude of peasants armed with scythes, and ar­
tisans carrying bludgeons, until at length tl~e cor­
tege could advance but slowly, and seven hours 
elapsed before they reached the gates of Paris. 
Here the king was received by Lafayette at the 
head of the National Guards of Paris, and Bailly, the 
astronomer, and member of the French Academy, 
who was mayor of the city, presented him with the 
keys, saying "Sire, I present you the keys of your 
good City of Paris, the same which were offered to 
Henry IV., but he entered Paris as a conqueror, 
while How it is the people who reconquer their 
king." Louis felt deeply pained, though, pro­
baqly, the words were not intended in any in-
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sulti11g sense. The moment might have been 
turned to advantage, but for the reticent, timid 
naturr of the king. Had he been possessed of 
more firmness and determination of character, the 
tide of popular excitement might have been turned 
by a few electric words, which creating a reaction 
in his favour, might have saved the monarchy; but 
of all men Louis was least fitted for the dramatic 
scenes which daily surrounded him, and with a 
heart full of love and pity for his misguided sub­
jects, he found it impossible ' to overcome his 
nature, and remained silent and apparently apa-_ 
thetic while all around him were seething and 
effervescing with political excitement. Occasional 
cries of 11 Vive le Roi" were answered by the 
countercry " vive le Nation/' The streets were 
filled with armed men, and, arrived at the Hotel cle 
Ville, the king mounted the stairs beneath an arch 
formed of the crossed swords of the electors of 
Paris, which we are told was an act of homage paid 
him by the Freemasons of the city, but, as Louis 
was not a. member ot the sect, he could scarcely be 
expected to appreciate the honour or look upon the 
array of naked steel as other tban a threat. But per­
sonal fear was unknown to the breast of the pious 
and devoted king, who only feared to do wrong, who 
shrunk only from acting with severity towards 
his unruly people, whose happiness he would have 
giv.en his own to secure. Mounting the stairs with 
a light step, he entered the hall, and taking from 
the hands of Bailly the cockade of blue and red, 
the colours of the city (it had not yet become the 
tricolour), and placed it in his hat, the roof rang 
with acclamations, and when he appeared upon 
the balcony, the people received him with such 
rapturous enthusiasm, the Vz°'z•e le Roi having at 
length the true ring in it, that tears of happiness 
swelled into the eyes of the king, and he could 
scarcely articulate "lVIy people may always count 
upon my love." 

The wretched day at length came to an end, and 
as the king finished the relation of its incidents to 
his family, he exclaimed, "Thank God there was 
no bloodshed, and I again declare that one drop of 
French blood shall never be shed by my orders." 

His visit to Paris had no effect in checking the 
crimes enacted there, on the contrary his -expressed 
resolution seemed to give a sort of impunity, and 
numbers were murdered in the streets. One of the 
ministry, the unhappy Foulon, was reported to 
have said, "If this ca1taillewant bread, let them eat 
hay, my horses are "'.very well sat1sfied with it. n He 
was torn limb from limb, and bis head paraded 
through the c:ty, set upon a pike, with a tuft of hay 
between the dead lips, which his friends declared 
had never uttered the savage words. 

The dreadful contagion of revolution soon spread 
to the provinces, and fearful tales of chateaux 
sacked and burned, and the aristocratic inmates 
savagely murdered, daily reached Paris. The 
nobility were flying with their families, and the 
king and Marie ntoinetle banished from their 
court many who, being objects of jealousy to the 
people, might be at any moment sacrifi.ced to their 
insane fury. Louis insisted upon his brother the 

omte d' Artois, leaving Fran with his two ~ons, 
d' ngoulcn\c ancl de Berri. The Princes of Cohde 

' 

Conti, Bourbon, Lambese, and an immense 
number of nobles and gentlemen departed; about 
fifteen hundred emigres being at one time assembled 
at Coblentz. Among the friends of Marie An­
toinette, the Po~ignacs were most detested, and, 
knowing their danger, she summoned them to Ver­
sailles and earnestly conjured them to fly. The 
duchess pleaded "the . impossibility of selfisl~ly 
thinking of personal safety while the royal family 
was in danger; how could she give up the 
governorship of the Dauphin and :Madame Royale 
at such a time, and the due, when others were 
departing, he surely should retain hi_s post_ about 
the kingJJ "I conjure you, by our fnendsh1p, that 
you go while there is yet time," exclaimed the 
queen. "You must not be sacrificed to your 
attachme\1t to me. Our enemies know I love you, 
and their jealousy will not spare you." , At this 
moment the kina entered the cabinet, and calling 
him to her side,~' Come," she said, "and aid me to 
prevail upon these devoted friends to leave t~s." 
"Ah !" replied Louis sadly, "my cruel destmy 
forces me to banish all who are dear to me. I 
have commanded my brother, the Comte d' Art~is, 
to go, and now I must insist upon you also obey111g 
me in this. Pity me, but go; lose not a moment, 
take your family beyond the frontier anywhere, an~ 
count upon me when better days shall da~wn. 
Tears stood in his eyes as the king watc?ed the 
parting between Marie Antoinette and this loved 
friend and with achina heart, be thought of all 

' ' ::, l. her trials, which had added a fresh sting to 11s 
own. And yet how would he have borne his 
without her help, her noble heroism, her warm _ 
affection? And, with a pang, he thought of all 
that this daughter of a haughty race might ye~ have 
to endure, she, who had never known gnef or 
sorrow until she became his wife and queen. In­
sults had already been heaped upon her na1'.1e, 
though he knew her to be the very type of everythmg 
noble in woman and he almost wished that she also 
could fly, and th~1s escape the difficulties that seeme_:l 
increasing and narrowing round his life. But Mane 
Antoinette had resist@d the entreaties of her brother 
the Emperor Joseph II., and of other friends, wh_o 
solicited her to leave France for a time; and Loms 
could not quarrel with her determination to share 
his fortunes whatever they might be. 

The flight of so many of the royal adherents made 
the position of the king more dangerous, and 
desolation seemed to reign about the Court, and the 
chivalry of France must have utterly died out, one 
would think, ere the country and its unhappy 
monarch could have been thus abandoned in their 
hour of need. Soon the queen begins to write 
uraent letters call in a on them to "return if you love 

::, ' ::, 
your king, your religion, your government, an_d 
your country. Return, return, return.-Mane 
Antoinette." 

The banquet given by the officers stationed at 
Versailles to those of the Flanders regiment 
which had newly arrived, was the cause of fearful 
excitement in Paris. All that remained about the 
Court of rank and beauty assembled to witness and 
take part in the entertainment, the ladies showing 
their appreciation of the toasts and speeches by 
showering bouquets, waving their handkerchiefs, 
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and, it was said, tossing white cockades (the Bour­
bon emblem) to the officers. In a rapture of 
loyalty, the wbole assembly arose, and enthusiastic 
cries were heard for the king and queen to show 
themselves to their defenders. They appeared, and 
the hall resounded with acclamations. The band 
performed the pathetic and appropriate air, "0 
my king! the world abandoned you;" and carried 
away by the excitement of the scene, the officers 
drew ~heir sabres and swore allegiance to their 
sovereign. 

Next day a grossly-exaggerated report was cir­
culated through Paris. It was said the queen had 
distributed white cockades that the tricolor had 
been contemptuously trampled under foot; that the 
officers had sworn on their sabre hilts to exterminate 
the National Assembly and the people of P aris. All 

forci ng all they met to Join the hideous cortege. 
Conspicuous among these wretched, unsexed crea­
tures was the degraded Theroigne de Mirecourt, 
who, later on, enacted the part of the Goddess of . 
Reason, and was offered adoration by Frenchmen 
on the al tar of the ancient cathedral of Notre 
Dame. Mounted upon a cannon, she advanced in 
the foremost ranks of the revolutionary rabble. Men · 
disguised in feminine attire mingled with the 
crowd, the silk stockings and jewelled buckles of 
the nobles being seen to gleam beneath tl1e coarse 
skirt, amid groups who seemed more ferocious 
than the rest, and more vociferous to force the 
king to Paris, and to spare none but the Dauphin 
and the Due d'Orleans. 

( To be cont/mted.) 

THE ABBEY OF JUMIEGES. 
# 

Paris rose up, business was at a stand-still, the cry 
"To Versailles, to Versailles," echoed through the 
streets, and, vowing vengeance upon the regiment 
of Flanders, an immense concourse of infuriated 
people, seizing every weapon that came to band, 
sallied out from th e city. '' If there is to be an 
insurrection / said Mirabeau, when the n ews of th e 
excitement reached him, "let it be one in which 
women shall take the leading part ; if th ey do not 
mix in it, there will be nothing done." And then 
began that most fearful sce11e, distinguished from all 
other riots by the name of the " Insurrection of 
,vomen," when a mighty surging mass of furies, 
scarcely human, headed by a gaunt, fam ine-s tricken 
creature heating the rappel, and shrieking, "Dread, 
bread, '' rushed towards Ver. ailles, gathering 
strength as they proceeded, arming themselves, and 

,HE Abbey of Jumieges, situated on 
.►--~"A.,,,,-,1 

1 

the banks of the Seine, about 
twelve miles from Rouen, was one 
of the most ancient and celebrated 
in Normandy. Its origin dates 
from th e reign of Clovis II., from 

whom St. Philibert obtained the grant 
of a tract of ground in the forest of 

Jumieges, whereon to found a monastery. 
i;ll. By th e indefatigable labours of the reli­

gious who accompanied him, the extensive 
marshes then existing in the neighbourhood, were 
drained, the rocks removed, the forest cleared, and 
the surrounding country rendered fruitful by culti• 

M 

t 
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vation. The community rapidly increased, and, a 
short time subsequent to the death of its holy 
founder, numbered nine hundred monks. , 

During the incursions of the fierce Norman 
bands, in the ninth century, J umieges was pil­
laged and burned, and the religious massacred. 
In 930, William, son and successor of the renowned 
Rollo, Duke of Normandy, undertook to restore 
the monastery, and in the following century the 
new abbey-church, erected in a style of rare ma-g­
nificence, through the zeal of the prior, Robert, 
was solemnly dedicated by the Archbishop of 
Rouen ; William the Conquerer assisting at the 
ceremony, one year subsequent to the victory of 
Hastings. 

The schools of J umieges were of great celebrity. 
Several of the abbots were men of distinguished 
learning, and earnestly devoted to the diffusion of 
knowledge. Students of all classes flocked to this 
emporium of letters and sci_ence ; the poorer 
scholars being generously supported at the expense 
of the monastery. 

In 1793 this venerable institution suffered the 
common fate of the other religious establish­
ments in France, and was ruthlessly swept away 
in the storm of the revolution. 

lBIJa~es of llecent Jottrp. t• 
_ UY R. P. CARTO:--r, Es(~.· 

~~~~!~ N the current language of literary 

~
~,~, ~"" criticisn~ there are fewer phrases we 
~ &· ~-~-.d meet with more often than the 

£ ·:di' .. 
,.,i. .• .,,~ '1 phrase, "the poetry of the period;" ~ ~l ~ much critical power has been of late 

-

0 f;"' employed in the discussion of the 
· .. _ ~ characteristics of that poetry, and very 

many different judgments have been 
.. pronounced as to the place it is entitled to 

hold in English literature. Some have 
been enthusias tic enough in their admiration as to 
challenge for it a rank second to non e, and to 
claim for its writers places amongst the great 
masters of English song. Others again, have, with 
equal confidence, asserted that all the poetry of the 
p eriod "falls lamentably short of greatness/ that it 
is d eficient in all the elements which go to make 
up the b est and highest class of poetry; and that 
not one living writer has produced a poem wh1ch 
the world will not, sooner or later, willingly let die. 
The recent reviews and magazines have been full 
o f this discussion . in its progress much heat has 
been evolved, ancl not a little angry feeling has 
been aroused, and strong language resorted to. 
So far did the force of the onslaught carry one of 
the disputants, him self not the least di stinguished 
amongst living poets; that he found himself re­
moved from the cool .and serene heights of criticism 
into the warm and unpleasant atmosphere or the 
Court of Queen's Bench, to be a defendant in an 
action for libel. 

By the poelry of the period I <lo not mean the 
voetry, in genera], of the nincleenlh cenlury. The 
tarly years of this century saw an i heard a band of 

* Lecture delivered to the Members of t. Mary's Branch 
f the 'atholic Union. 

poets, as to whose places in our literature there ca1_1 
be no doubt or question. The noble verse of 
"T ordswortb, the headlong genius of Byron, the 
vigorous and stirring romance of Scott, the wild 
b eauty of Shelley, have won for them crowns which 
age cannot wither, nor custom stale. But the 
poetry of the period does not claim these honoured 
names. It is bounded by Mr. Tennyson on the 
one end, and by Mr. Swinburne on the other. It 
includes, besides these well-known names, many 
other writers, each with some pec_uliar beauty or 
merit of his own, of whom I may mention Mr. 
Robert Browning, Mr. Matthew Arnold, Mr. Morris, 
and Mr. Rossetti , as the chief examples. It is not 
my intention on the present occasion to take either 
side in the discussion to which I have referred. I 
do not purpose to examine, be it ever so briefly, 
the qualities, whether of merit or defect, of the 
works of the distinguished men I h ave n amed, 
neither will I venture to gather from these works 
and to point out to you, be it ever so slightly, the 
characteristics of the school to which th ey all 
belong. I could not a ttempt such a task on an 
occasion. like this, even if I coulQ have brought to 
its performance the time and labour it would 
require; but there is one phase of all this poetry at 
once so striking, and of such painful interest, that -
I cannot pass it by with on t notice, especially as 
such notice will form the most appropriate intro­
duction to the consideration of that one phase of 
recent voetry which I intend to be the main subject 
of this lecture. 

Turn over the pages of any of the poets I have 
n amed and one would be inclined to think that 
time l;ad rolled back some r 900 years ; that 
Pagc1.nism, with its longing doubts at:d dim 
glimmerino-s of trutb was still the only faith of a 

b ' 
world yet unredeemed ; that Peter had never 
suffered, nor -Paul preached; and that the g_reat 
Mysteries of Bethlehem and Calvary were th mgs 
of the. long looked for future, The origi1~ and 
destiny of m an, the m eaning of death, the ult~mate 
fate of our race, and the possibilities of a life. to -
come, might have been fit subjects for a Lucretius 
in the declining d ays of Pagani.., m, but they seem 
strangely out of pl~ce in w~1at claim_s ~o be the 
poetry of an era wl11ch calls itself Christian. And 
yet this poetry is haunted and possessed by 
problems such as these. Take, for example, . th_e 
"In Memoriam" of Mr. Tennyson. What 1s 1t 
but a long series of questionings and agonizing 
doubts about a future state? Is there any future 
life at all? If so, what kind will it be, and in what 
companionship will it be spent? Wi~l the c~n­
sciousness of that future life be contmuous with 
the consciousness of this? These are the " spectres 
of the mind" which haunt the poet, and which lie 
stri ves to face, but which he is unable to lay. His 
verse is foll of such phrases as "the painful riddle 
of the earth. '' "Som~thing in the world amiss, 
which will be unriddled by-and-by." He seems to 
look for the hopes of human perfectib ility, not to 
Lhe future of the individual in another world, but to 
the future of the race iu this, and his idea of 
religion is conveyed by the comfortless assertion-

" There lives more faith in honest doubt, 
BelieYe me, tlw.n in half the creeds." 
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In l!is "Christmas _Eve and Easter Day/' Mr. 
Brownmg speaks of himself as being foolish for ex-
panding- · 

"ln the lazy glO\Y of uenevolencc, 
O'er the vari ous moues of men's belid. ;, 

And his theology may be summed up in this: that 
all forms of belief are equally untrue ; but that as 
all forms have some good in them, any of them is 
better than scepticism, and the choice is to be ma.de 
by sti_cking to whatever form a man may happen to 
be born in. Mr. Arnold tells us-

"Your creeds are dead, your rites are c.l ead." 

And sad indeed, when one thinks of his history, is 
the forlorn state of his mind, depicted in the 
stanza:-- · 

"vVandering between two worlds, one dead, 
';I'he other powerless to be born, 

Wit~ nowhere yet to rest my head, 
Like these on earth, I wake forlorn • 

Their faith, my tears, the world derid;, 
I come to shed them at their side." 

Mr. Swinburne boldly breaks throuah all bonds 
of order, religion, and decency, fliet back to the 
gods and goddesses of Greece for repose and shelter 
from the d_ifficulties which perplex his brethren, 
laments. the_ir ~ethronement, and prophesies their 
restoration m vigorous and passionate verse--verse 
perfect i?- f?rm _and language; but poor and de­
graded 111 its hcentiot.1s blasphemy. Mr. Morris 
goes back to the same source, but he does so with 
gentleness and tender grace. Here is the task he 
sets himself:-

"I sinrr 
From what dim memories may chance to cliI~<Y 
Ab~ut men's hearts, of lovely things once sung 
Beside the sea, while yet the world was young. " 

But though he infuses a modern flavour into an­
cient a~1d classic themes-though he presents them 
to us m v_erse always polished and musical, and 
decked with graceful fancies-the hearts of men 
a1:e none the b~tter, nor their heads any the 
w_1ser, for the stones of the " Earthly Paradise," or 
lus later poem, a modern version of the Nibeluno-en 
Lied. There are themes more suited to the re~li­
ties of ~ur age than Bellerophon, or Atalanta, or 
Danae m her brazen tower, or the Voyage of Her­
cules ; and though his latest poem is one of great 
power and beauty, there is little to be learned 
fr?m how Sig1!y changed shapes with the witch­
w1fe, or. how S1gurd rode to the " alittering heath " 

k 
. b ' 

or too to h1111 the treasure of the elf Andvari. Is 
then all our poelry so cheerless and sceptic as this? 
Are there none amon o- our recent J)Oets who 
1. • b ' 

c mgmg to ,vhat Mr. Tennyson inhisnewest sonnet 
is pleased to call ;:i. "hoar i1iah templ'd faith )~ 

. b ' 
strives to answer his question?-

·" lf nny golden harbonr be for men, 
In seas of death and sunless gulfa; of c.louut." 

1t would ind~ed ~e strange if the Catholic 'hurch, 
whose Yocauon 1t has ever been to ba ttle with 

scepticism, and to OYercome it- a CJ1urch whose 
charge it has ever been to purify European litera­
ture from the taint of paganism and the canker 
of unbelief- a Chnrch which has rescued art from 
being the slave of licentio11sness and mad e 
it the handmaid of its devotion- a Church which 
for upwards of eighteen centuries lvhile chan <reles~ . . . ' .::, 
m its teachmgs, has been ever ready to supply each 
new want, and to meet each new emeraency with 
tl1e fitting weapons- it would, I say, be° strange if 
that Church could not in our days find amon ast 
her children some, at all events strona and bn~vc . ' .::, 
and gifted enough to carry on the same hiah mis-
sion, to show that the poet mirrht be unit;d. with 
the Catholic, and that poetry g~ned a new power 
and a fitting application to the wants of tl1e acre 
which heard it when a Christian's faith kept ~s 
?a?dering~ in ~he~k, and a Christian's hopes gave 
1t its best msp1rat1on. And, as might J1ave been 
~xpected from the l_1istory of the Church's workings 
m the past, so has 1t been in the vresent. There 
has arisen for the first time, as far as I know in 
the history of English literature, a school' of 
<;atholic po~ts whose poems are truly and essen­
t1all y Catholic. In no way else could the mixture 
of irreligio.R and paganism I have spoken of have 
been met and counteracted ; and so, in the midst 
of the infidel and doubting band who claim to be 
the poets of the period, are Catholic poets, giving 
to the world Catholic poems which, in strength and 
beauty, and imaginative power and graceful fancy, 
can hold their own with, and rival, the best pro­
ductions of their better known contemporaries. I use 
the expressions Catholic poets and Catholic poeillS to­
gether, and I do so advisedly. There have been in 
English literature great poets who were Catholics­
Shakespeare -and Massinger, and, very probably, 
Chaucer; Dryden, Pope, and at one time, at - all -
events, .Mr. Arnold, certainly professed the same 
faith that we do. Btit their poems, great as they 
all are, lasting, as those of some of them, at all 
events, have been, and will be, they are not 
Catholic. So, too, there are poets whose poems 
at first sight seem to be Catholic; they deal so 
much with the history of our Church and her saints, 
her rites and her sacraments, her teachings and 
her influences, and all else that a Catholic is taught 
to know and revere ; and they deal with them, at 
the same time, with such admi ring respect, and so 
much apparently real veneration. I may mention, 
as the best representatives of this latter class, the 
'' Ecclesiastical Sonnets," of '\~ordsworth, and the 
" Evangeline,'' and "Golden Legend,'' of Mr. 
Longfellow. But if all these works, beautiful as 
they are-and I would be the last to detract from 
their beauty or merits-are closely examined, it wili 
be found that the Catholicity is on the surface 
only. What seemed to be religion, is SE.en, on a 
closer view, to be the merest sentimentality. The 
touching rite, or healing sacrament, is valued not 
for its mystical significance or spiritual dficacy, bnt 
for its resthetic beauty; tlie incidents in the life 
of monk or nun, or saint or martyr, are viewed only 
as opportunities for artistic portraiture or pictu­
resque detail. It was reserved for our time to 
have amongst us ,niters who, tl1 mselves Ca tholics, 
hare been w se and urar enoug h to allow the ir 
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faith and their religion to infh1ence and to illumi­
nate their verse, and for whom, in turn, that faith 
and that religion has shed on their verse a conse­
cration far above the dream of the poet, - and a-

" Light that never was on sea or land.'' 

To remind yon of the existence amongst us of these 
Catholic poets---to call your attention to their 
chief est names, and to what seemed to me to be 
the most noteworthy of their works--are tbe ob­
jects I have set before myself in this lec ture. 

One would little expect to find th e flowers of 
poetry springing up Ji-om tb e brain that thought 
out the '' Grammar of Assen t" or blossoming under 
the trenchant pen that wrote the '' Apologia.'' And 
yet the first poet I mean to introduce to your 
notice this evening b ears th e honoured name of 
John Henry Newman. The great master of a 
prose the purest, perhaps, in our literature, nn­
ri valled for its terse simplicity, keen in its remorse­
less logic, and barren of ornament even to naked­
n ess, has also won for himself a position high 
indeed, and perhaps unique,· amongst the poets of 
the 19th century. 

The poetical works of Dr. Newman are to be 
found in a . volume published under the modest 
title of" Verses on _various Occasions." Although 
some of the verses 111 the volume are elated so far 
back as 1826; no complete or collected edition of 
his poems was published until the end of 1867. 
\Ve learn from himself a chief portion of the 
volume grew out of the re1ig ious movement, 
which he and the distinguished lawyer, to whom 
the book is dedicated, followed so faithfully from 
first to last. 

In the "Apologia," Dr. Newman tells 11s that he 
has ever considered and kept Sunday, the 14th 
July, 1833, as the s tart of the m ovement. It was 
on that day that l\Ir. Keble p reached the Assize 
~ermon in the University pulpit, which was pub­
l ished afterwards under the title of "Natio11al 
Apostasy." From the date I have already given 
you, you will have gathered that some of the poems 
were written before ever that movement commenced, 
and long before the writer became a Cathol ic. Bt:t 
the spirit of Catholicity breathes through the volume 
from b eginning to end; the longings arter truth, the 
wistful yearnings after the fait h, which colour the 
earlier poems, give place in those later on to a holy 
peace, a lofty devotion, and an earn est desire that 
others should reach the same safe haven th at be 
had . In this book, as clearly as in the" Apologia," 
may be read the bislory of bis religious opinion.s. 
I have compared many contemporary passages in 
both, and I can promise any one of yon who will do 
the same, a study as interesting as it will be instruc­
tiv e. Let me give you an example. In l\Iay or 
J nne, I 833, Dr. I ewman was in Sicily, and was 
preparing to come back to Enofand, where as he 
told Cardinal, then Monsignor 

0

\Visem::m, h~ had a 
work to do. Here is the prose record of his reli­
gious f etlings at the time : " Towards the end of 
~lay I left for Palermo, taking three days for my 
Journ~y. 13eforc starling from my inn, 011 tl1e 
mornmg of 1v[ay 26th r _27th , I sat down 011 my 
b' l and began to sob lnllcrly. I\Iy servant, who 
had a ·Led as my nurse, asked me what ai led me. 1 

could only answer him , 'I have a work to do in 
England/ I was aching to get home ; yet for want 
of a vessel I was kept at P alermo for three weeks. I 
began to visit the church es, and th ey calmed my 
impatience, though I did not atten d the services. I 
knew nothing of the presence of the Blessed Sacra­
ment there. ') The poetical record of this phase of 
his mind is kept in lines written at this time at 
Palermo, entitled "The Good Samaritar1.1) I will 
read the first stanza :-

"Oh, th at thy creed were sonncl, 
For thou dost soothe the heart, thou Church of Rome, 

Dy thy un weariecl watch ancl varied round 
Of service, in thy Saviour's holy home. 

I cannot walk th e city's sultry st reets, 
But the wide porch iw,ites to still retreats 

Where passion's thirst is calmed, and care's un!hanHul 
gloom." 

And it is not only his religious asp irations and 
opinions that are reflected in his poems. They 
contain a faithful record as well of human feelings 
and earthly hopes. Thus in the chapter of the 
"Apologia" in which be describes his leaving!Oxford 
after his conversion, he says, "Trinity has never 
been unkind to me. There used to be much snap­
dragon growing on the walls opposite my fresh­
man's rooms there, and I had for years taken it as 
the emblem of my own perpetual residence, even 
unto d eath, in my University." You will find this 
same feeling recorded in the touching and graceful 
lines on "Snapdragon," written on the 2nd Oc­
tober, 1827. The most im portan t poem in the 
volume, and which, I venture to think, is one of 
the most remarkable poems in our language, is 
"The Dream of Gerontius." If I were asked to 
give an example of what I m eant when I spoke a 
while ago of a Catholic poem by a Catholic poet, I 
would direct yon to the "Dream of Gerontius '' as 
the most perfect specimen I know of. The suu­
j ects are of deep, universal, appalling interest, 
death, judgrnent, punishment after death, and in 
the end, immortal happiness, are the themes that 
are d ealt with. These th emes are not -new to 
poetry. Dante, himself a Catholic, in the thir­
teenth century, gaye us his visions of hell , purga­
tory and paradise, and gave th em in verse, which 
tb e world admits to be a masterpiece. But it was 
Virgil who conducted the great Florentine to hell; 
it was his boyish love who showed him the path to 
h eaven . The h ell of Dante is tl1e classic T ar­
tarus, with Acheron and Charon and the ferrybo a t 
con1plete, and it is Minos who condemns tl1e los t 
souls of sinfol men to punisbments whose types are 
the vulture of Prornetbeus and the wheel of I xion . 
Far different is the treatment of the same tbemes 
in the poem we are now considering. Gerontius is 
not allowed to enter into the world to come save 
through the same dark gate we all must one day 
traverse. The judgrnent to which he is called is 
the judgrnent we are taught of in our catechism; 
hi s _g uide to thejudgrnent-seat is the guardian angel, 
whos protecting influences bave been round bim 
from his crad le to bis death-bed. The cleansing 
fires through which be passes to l1 appiness is the 
I urgatory of our faith, a nd the Judge who pro­
nounces his sentence is no mythical 1\linos "grin-
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ning with ghastly feature," out is the Eternal Judge 
of the living and the dead. 

The poem opens round the bed on which 
Gerontius lies dying. Every aid that the Church 
g ives its dying ch ildren is with him in his last hour. 
A priest and hi s ass istants· recite tl1e last offices, 
and loving fr iends are _ round him, who obey with 
sad but willing fervour th e touching request : 

" So pray for me, my fri ncls, I hare not strength to pray." 

As their prayers cease, he takes up the strain and 
spends his final moments in making a profession 
of fait l1 , and this act of resignation. 

"And l take with joy wh atever 
N ow bese ts me, ' pai n or fear ; 

And with a strong w ill I sever 
All the ties which bind me here." 

With such words as these on his lips he dies, but to 
awake immediately to another life. 

"I went to sleep, and now I am rerresh ecl, 
A strange refreshmen t, fo r I feel in me 
An inexpressive lightness, an I a sense 
Of freedom, as if i were at length myself, 
And ne'er had been before-how still it is--

- I hear no more th e busy beat of time, 
No, nor my flutt ering heart, nor struggl ing pulse, 
Nor does one moment differ from the n ex t. 
I hacl a dream-yes, some one sortl y said 
' He's gone,' and then a sigh went rnuncl the room, 
And then I surely heard a priestly voice 
Cry ' Subvenite,'-and they knelt in prayer." 

Then he fe els that some one as it were holds him 
"within his ample palrn,'1 and bears him forward. 
Presently he hears '' a heart subduing melody.)) It 
is his guardian ange l, wl10 sings rejo icingly th e 
ending of his task: 

"My work is clone, 
]\Ty task is o'e r, 

And so I come, 
Taking it home. 

For the cro wn is won 
For 1:;,vermore." 

When the angel has ceased his song, the dis­
embodied soul addresses him, and is by him 
instructed and prepared for the judgrnent to which 
he is being carried. This part of the poem, 
especially the colloquy between the angel and the 
soul, is, in my opinion, the most interesting. I do not 
1'now wheth er to admire most its delicate sugges tive­
ness, its graceful but subdued imagery, its idealized 
scholasticisrn, and, if I may venture to say so, its 
accurate theology, I regre t that th e passage is 
much too long for quotation. The journey heaven­
wards goes on. Close on the judc m ent-sea t the 
demons gath er, 

" Hun g ry and willl to cla im their pro1 erty, 
Ancl ga ther souls for hell. " 

And th ey chant a mocking strain of grim humour 
and wild power. After passing through various 
choirs of angelicals, all singing appropriate hymn s, 
tlie soul, still guided by its guardian angel, enters 
the House of J udgment. 

" The smallest portion or this edifice, 
Cornice, or frieze, or balustrade, or s tD.ir, 
The very pavem n t, is made up of life, 
Or holy, blessed, a nd immortal be ings, 
Who hymn their i\lakcr's praise continual ly:-'! _ 

The angel then firn:i ll y p repares the soul to m eet 
its judge, and they gain 

"The st air;;, 
\\' hich ri:-;e towards th e Presence C hamber, there 
A hand of 111ighty angels :,eep the " ·ay 
Un either side, ancl h):rnn the l 11c:nnate Cod." 

Th e lintels of the Presence Cha m her Yibrate ancl 
echo back the strai1~, and the th reshold, as th ey 
traverse it, 

" Utters aloud its gl:.td, responsive ch ant." 

The angel then a nnounces th at th e judgment is 
at liand , and, amidst the prayerful pleadings of the 
Angel of the Agony, the soul of Gerontius goes 
before its Judge. No atte mpt is made to descrilJe 
in words the awful meeting. It is well told to the 
imagination , in the utterances of the soul alte r the 
judgment is over, an d in the responsive action of 
the angel, which are thus descri bed :-

"Tak e me away, and in the lowest deep 
There let me be, 

And there, in liope, the lone night-watches keep, 
Told out for me. 

There, m oti onless, and happy in my pain, 
Lone, not forlo rn,-

There " ·ill I' sing my sad , perpetual strnin, 
Until the morn. 

There will I sing, and soothe my stricken breast, 
vVhich ne'er can cease 

T o throb, and pin e, and languish ti ll possess'tl 
Of its Sole Peace. · 

There will I sing my absent Lord anc.l LoYe. 
T ake me away, 

·That sooner I may rise, nnd go above, 
And see Him in the trnth of everlas ting day." 

And the angel takes it away an d consigns it, as 
a precious charge, to the Angels of Purgatory until 
the day when lie shall 

"Reclaim it fo r the Courts of Light." 

" Softly and gently, clearly-ransom'cl soul, 
In my m ost lovin g arms I n ow en fold th ee, 

And o'er th e penal waters, as thy roll, 
I poise thee, and I lo\\'er thee, and hold thee. 

And care ful ly I clip thee in the lake, 
Ancl thou, without a sob or a resi tance, 

Dost, th rough the flood, thy rapid pas age take, 
Sinking cleep, deep er, into th e dim dis tance. 

Angels, to whom the willing task is given, 
Shall tencl , a nd nurse, and lull thee a thou li est .; 

And Ma:;;ses on ear th, and prayers in h eaven, 
Shall aid thee at the Th rone of the l\1os t Highes t. 

Farewell, lint not ror ever ! brother cl ea r, 
Be hrnve and pat ient on thy bed of. orrow ; 

Swif tly sh all pa thy night of trial here, 
A11d I will come and wake thee on the morrow. 

Such is an outline of this remarkable poem. 
Time will not allow me to give you more. I hope, 
however, I ]1 ave done enough to just ify th e place I 
claim ed for it, and to induce any of you who have 
not yet done so to make a speedy and full acquaint­
ance with its 'many beauties. The stanzas, especially 
in which the guardian angel d escri bes his mission, 
and nearly all the_hyrnns sun g by the angelic choirs, 
are gems of lyric art. There are many other poems 
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in the collection which will well repay perusal, and 
from all of which you will be certain to carry away 
some lesson worthy of remembrance, or· some 
thought for the suggestion of which you will feel 
thankful. I would mention, as particularly ·worthy 
of your notic;:e, l ' Our Future," "The Pillar of the 
Church," "The Progress of Unbelief,ii "The Two 
·worlds;" the sonnet, "Substance and Shadow," 
a nd the chorus, "The Elements." I part from 
Dr. Newman with one quotation more, a quotation 
which strikes, as it were, the key-note of all his 
Yerse, and ,Yhich conveys a lesson which, in these 
days, cannot be taught too persistently or too 
often-

" . Dim is ih e philosophic flam e 
By thought severe unfod. 

]look lore ne'er served, when [rial came, 
:Xor gifts when faith was dead." 

( TI) be contziwcd.) 

make peace, we shall let him know,'' an<l, with a 
majestic gesture, the young prince dismissed the 
ambassadors. 

This haughty reply was equivalent to a declara­
tion of war, and t~e C,hristian army, assembled at 
Ofen, was about to march, when disastrous news 
accelerated its departure. The Turks had suddenly 
thrown themselves into Servia, and had occupied 
all the country before the despot, George Branko­
wich, had had time to resist the invasion. Masters . 
even of his palace, the infidels had seized on · his 
two sons, and had pitilessly put out their eyes. 
George sent a courier to Ladislas and Hunyades, 
who imbued them with his grief, his despair, and 
his thirst for vengeance. 

Having first solemnly implored the assistance of 
the Most High, the first di vision of the crusaders 
set out, and reached the bank> of the Danube, 
where George Brankowich took the command. 

The Despot crossed the river near Semendria. 
Hunyades, at the head of twelve thousand picked 

horsemen, took the road to Servia, from which he 
drove the Turks, inflicting great losses upon them; 
then he laid waste the environs of Krassova, and 
of Scherchari, and advanced through the Mussulman 
territory as far as the very walls of Nyssa. 

Ladislas, accomr)anied by Cardinal Cesarini, 
HUNGARY IN TffE XV. CENTURY. followed with twenty thousand men, at a distance 

OR, 

DY 

M. L' A B B E GU E NO T, 

of two days' march. 
. The crusaders' army halted upon the banks of 

the Morava, the Turks occupying the opposite 
side, and both armies diligently _prepared for 
battle. 

Towards the end of October, a few hundred 
~0"¥-~~ HE war was then about to re- Hungarian cavaliers crossed the Morava, in search 
~)( ~r=~·i'1\'' commenc~ under the most _favour- of forage; being surprised by the Turks, they tried 

CHAPTER IX.-THE LONG CAl\IPAIGN. 

~~'(/!:__ ~ ~ able auspices, the confederation had to re pass the river, but the infidels, being more 
~?- ,~"i,, _ been so skilfullf f~rmed that the numerous, succeeded in cutting off their r~treat. \ · ,, 1' i Mussulman dommat10n appeared to The soldiers of the Cross expected to perish, when 

be in great danger; the crusaders; Ladislas, returning from the hunt with a numerous 
)~ kn.owing that they were led by one of escort, perceived the danger of his brave cavaliers. 

the most renowned captains of the Immediately, carried away by the heat of youth, 11e 
epoch, we!·e animated with the mos t rushed to their aid, and the l\1ussulmans, perceivin~ 

) perfect confidence; but at the very hour this new troop, fled, believing that the entire 
that the army was on the point of marching, an Clfristi::m army ,vas in motion to cross the ri\'er, 
embassy from l\.murnth arrived at Ofcn. B~coming and the Hungarian cavaliers reached the other 
11ncasy at the reports that were in circulation , the hank in safety. 
sultan sent to make afters of peace. At length, the 3rd of November, LJ.43, Hunyades, 

Ladislas received the deputies in the same hall having crossed the :Morava, a little above the 
in " ·hich the Diet had 1i1et a few days previously. \ Turkish camp, commenced the battle without hesi­
He was on his throne, surrounded by the magnates, I tation, whilst the remainder of the army, in its turn, 
aml at his side stood the Vavoicl of Transyh·ania. crossed the river lower down. The infidels, pressed 

The Kmg of Poland and of Hungary, proudly on all sides, in flank and in the rere, defen<led them-
interrogated the ar.1bassadors. sdves bravely; but their ranks having been broken at 

" \V11at demands the sul •an ?" asked he. the first onset, the valour of the crusaders and the 
"Amurath, our master, has commissioned us to 6ellius of Hunyades triumphed. 

propose peace." The sultan, who commanded in person, .. was 
"On what conditions?'' continued the king. biting his fingers with rage and despair, he had to 
"The sultan, our master," replic:d the ambassa- yield, and retired precipitately beyond the Remus 

<lors, "will be satisfied with an annual tribute, and mountains. Nine flags, four thousand prisoners 
the cessi?n ?f the city of Belg ·ade.'' captured, and thirty tf10us::md infidels left dead 

A~ this msolence, Hunyades grew pale with upon the field of battle, were the results of this 
passion_. . . _ glorious day . 

. Lad1f:ilas, _worth:ly rnarn_la_ming his dignity, imme- The Vaviod of Transylvania, without stopping, 
ialcly r~phcd, without g1vmg the envoys time for followed the sultan step by step, retook Sophia, in 

c~pla1~a.t1on, "Go back to _your rna~ter, and tell Bulgaria, and thence went on to ·Philipopolis across 
hnn tl1at the day upon wln h we will de ide to , the ·st ep1 snow-covered heights of th e Balkan · 
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but he had to ge t through the pass of Succi, where 
Amurath was s trongly entrenched. This passage, 
celebrated in antiqui ty, and which still bears the 
name of T ra.fa1t's Gate, presents two defil es, the 
access to which is equally perilous j one situa te to 
the west, and called Soula D erbmd, or the wa tery 
defile, is clq_sed by the gate tha t Trajan caused to 
be constructed there j the other, called the defile of 
Isladi, or of Ilatiga, from th e river which flows 
towards the north, is of equally difficult access. 

Amurath had stopped u p these passages with 
enormous masses of rock, n ew obstacles added to 
the snow and ice; but the sultan had to encounter 
nn army of heroes, and a clever a nd audacious 
chieftain. When the Turks perceived Hunyades' 
advanced guard, they, during the en tire night, k e_p t 
pouring wa ter o n the sides of the m ountains, and 
the next m orn ing, at dawn, they appeared clothed 
in an icy m an tle; there was not even a spot where 
the foot could res t. A t the firstglance the astonished 
Hungarian cavaliers contemplated in amazement 
this frightful route, this terrible spectacle j but the 
Vaviod rush ed to their head, his eyes flashing with 
invincible resolution and inspiriting confidence, he 
roused his men, crying out to -them , "Forward ! 
from the summit of the mountains you will behold 
·11; e smiling plains of Roumalia spreading out at 
your feet ; there all your fatigues will find their 

· rew·ard." 
Electrified by the ardent words of th e magnani­

mous chief ta in, the Hungarians, in the midst of 
these dangers, precipita ted themselves on his foot-
steps. . 

Arrived at Trajan's Gate, they rushed upon tlw 
barricade which blocked it ; repulsed, th ey i'eturned 
several times to the charge ; but wh at could the 
most intrepid 'bravery accomplish again·st these 
masses of granite ? 

Ooliged to retrace their steps, the soldiers, led by 
Hunyades, m arched towards th e eastern defile, the 
passage of I slad i, and there, on the 24th December, 
Christmas eve, took place a .most dreadful corn bat. 
F rom the cres t of the mountai11s, the Turks rain ed 

_down upon the crusaders an avalanche of rocks, 
that crushed entire ranks, but, notwiths tanding all 
this, not even on e man retreated, for the encouraging 
eye of the great captain was on each, and he had 
said to th em that in the evening the laurels of 
victory should decorate the cradle of the Man God, 
and they did no t disappoint this expectation. After 
prodigies of h eroism, and superhuman efforts, th e 
pass was carried. From the heights of R emus th e 
Hungarian conquerors hailed the fer tile plains which 
spread out a t the foot of the m ountain. 

Cardinal Juliano and the res t of the crusaders, 
Ladislas and the Poles, following on Hunyades' 
track, joined him b eyond the Balkans. The 
,Christian army pushed on, withotit waiting to -take 
rest, and gave battle to th e sultan n ear Mount 
Kunobirza, in the field of Ejalowaz-it was the 
only one in which the king took pa rt ; he was 
wounded in the fi nger by an arrow-but again the 
Christians triumphed. 

Amurath had entered Adrianople, leaving the 
command to A li-Bey. The latter, ta ught by the 
reverses of th e campaign, resolved to tire out the 
crnsaders while avoidin g to g ive them batt le. 

_His p lan succeeded. Ladislas, n ot b eing able to 
b~·mg the M ussulman general to a n engagement , 
yielded to the counsel of th e office rs ,vho sur­
rounded him, and sent Hunyades word to be ready 
to retrea t. ' 

The Vaviod, who liad fonn.ed the proj ect to 
carry th e expedition in to Roumalia, huuied to the 
royal ten t to dissuad e the monarch from a resolu­
tion which he considered fatal. 

'' Prince, ' ' said he, accosting him, "do you wi;h 
us to lose the fruit of all our victories?" 

" I t is impossible," replied the king, "for us to 
hold out longer 1.11 this country, th e provisions will 
soon fa il." 

" Behold the fertil e, the luxuriant phins which 
lie before us, th ey will provide us with sub­
sistence." 

" The ranks are thinning . every clay," repli ed 
Ladislas; " how can we recruit th em at such a di~­
tance from Huugary ?' ' 

"It is no t in H ungary, '' said Hunyades, with 
energy,· '~-tha t we should go in search of new troops, 
but to Constan tinopl e, where we are expected by 

· Paleologus.;, 
The king, di sconcerted by these bold projec ts, 

asked the Vaviod to assist at the council that he was 
about to convoke to d etermine the-question. 

The~officers of the army having then met in th e 
royal tent, L adislas exposed the situat ion, such as­
it appeared to him; the fatigue of the troops after a. 
severe winter campaign, and the danger of advancing 
farther into an enemy's country, at _ the risk of hav­
in g: all communication from his own cut off. 

LThe courtiers, a class who are never far distant 
from the throne of kings , strongly supported the 
king's opinion, and a great many officers added 
still more to his alarm s. 

The cardinal rema ined silent, uncertain " ·hat 
part to take. George Brankowich, tlJe Despot of 
Servia, raised his voice against the projected 
rneasme. He pointed out that patience and pru­
d ence would make success possible, and everi cer­
ta in, and tha t tb e future would scarcely furnish so 
good -an op portunity as the present. 

The Despot's ,rnrds were received with a murmur 
of disapprobation. They thought that his opinion 
was dictated by the pa ternal desire to recover his 
captive children and his principality. 

Then John Hunyad es rose in his turn to express 
his sentiments. 

The flatter ers lowered their eyes on b eholding 
his severe and inexorable countenance. 

The Vaviod spoke with vehemence against a 
retreat. , 

" What !" exclainied he, ,., conquerors that we are, 
are we going to flee b efore the vanquished? After 
ha ving triumphed over the ice and the defiles of 
R emus, are we to falter upon the pla in? " Then 
he bitterly d enounced the has te with which a retro­
grade movement had b een advised. 

Hunyades' opposition deeply affected the coun­
cil, but their d ecision was irrevocably taken; and, 
besides, th ey whispered among themselves that the 
valiant captain, elated by success, deceived himself 
as to th e consequences of the proposed measure, 
and did n ci t un derstand its wisdom and policy; but 
the future pro ved that the Vaviod had foreseen the 
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deplorable results of the error they were about to 
commit. 

A retreat was decided on against his will. When 
lea,_ving, Hunyades cast a long and sad look over 
the fertile provinces that he had hoped to conquer, 
and, at the head of his intrepid companions, he took 
the road towards the Hungarian frontier. 

When retiring, the Christiah army had to fear 
the pursuit of the Turks, and in fact Ali-Bey had 
followed them. But the soldiers marched so ra­
pidly, and the generals had organized the departure 
with such order, that the crusaders reached Bel­
grade without disaster. Once there, they found 
themselves in a friendly country, and had nothing 
more to fear, and th~y continued their march 
towards Ofen. 

At the news that the victorious army was ap­
proaching, the people, the barons, the magnates, 
and the clergy went outside the city walls to 
meet it. 

The king advanced with uncovered feet, in com­
pliance with his vow, and behind him walked 

. Karam-Bey, Pacha of Roumalia, Mahmoud Tche­
lebi, and several captives of distinction in chains. 
Then came soldiers bearing the banners captured 
from the enemy, followed by the Polish army and 
the crusaders, while the Hungarian cavaliers, sur­
rounding their chi~f, Hunyades, closed the 
triumphal procession. 

When the Vaviod appeared under his shining 
. armour, 'and his face beaming with triumph, tht; 
. crowd gave expression to long and uproarious ap­
plause. - The passage of the hero was an ovation; 

. clapping of hands, cries, and indescribable bursts 
of enthusiasm greeted the illustrious warrior, the 
great captain, who in six months had gained six 
victories and destroyed r 50,000 Turks. 

The troops went to the cathedral to return 
- thanks to God for their successes. When crossino-. ~ 

the public square, Hnnyades passed in front of the 
_ house where he resided when staying at Ofen. On 
the steps stood Elizabeth Szilagyi, and at her side 
h er little son, Ladislas, while in her arms lay a little 
infant but a few weeks old, and who was called 

. Mathias. When the Vaviod saw this beloved 
group, he stopped his horse and saluted the gene­
rous mother, who had wished tlut the new-born 
babe would be seen for the first time by his father 
in the midst of so much pomp. At sight of Hun­
yades, surrounded by this immense glory, Elizabeth 
was overcome with joy, and became so weak that 
she was obliged to lean on one of her ladies. The 
young infarit, to whom she had but recently given 
birtl1, and whom she made a witness of his father's 
almost regal state, received there the presage of his 
exalted fate, for he was destined one day to wear 
the crown. ·when the warriors reached the cathe­
dral, they joined in the solemn act of thanksgiving 
for the triumph of the Christian arms. The flags 
were suspended from the ceiling of the sacred edi­
fice, and the coats-of-arms of the twelve Huno-arian 
and Polish lords who had distinguished them~elves 
in the war, were painted on the walls. 

The re1igious ceremonies beino- fulfilled the 
king divi~cd the enemy's spoils aming the soldiers, 
an i 1 erm1tled them to return to their homes. 

Hunya.des w nt into Transyl va.nia with his wife and 

children. He went by slow stages, and the journey 
was interrupt€d by the homage and the transports 
of the population, who ran from all parts to behold 
the conqueror of Amurath. 

01~ arriving at his castle, the Vaviod led a life of 
great simplicity. His time was divided between 
the care that he gave to the administration of his 
fine government and the education of his family. 
As clever a politician, as he was a valiant warrior, 
he knew, when necessary, how to descend to the 
smallest details. Nothing escaped him. Under 
his rule, the people were happy, because they were 
beloved, and that their prince sought only their 
interests and their well-being. 

Thus ended the lo1tg ca711_paigll, so called, not on 
account of the time that it lasted, which was very 
short, but because in those few months great things 
had been accomplished, numerous victories gained, 
and immense obstacles overcome; results that 
might have demanded years, cost but only a few 
months. 

CHAPTER X. 

THE RENEGADE. 

LADISLAS had scarcely entered Ofen when, owing 
to the league concluded by Pope Eugenius IV., 
deputies arrived from the confederated pri"nces to 
the young king, who was the chief of the crusaders. 
Venice, Genoa, the Duke of Burgundy, and John 
Pcdeologus sent ambassadors to the sovereign of 
Hungary to announce to him that t}1e contingent of 
troops that had been promised was preparing to 
join him. 

· The Pope also sent to inform the young monarch 
that a considerable fleet had assembled at Gaeta, 
to cruise along the coasts of Greece, and to prevent 
the Turks from passing into Europe. Then 
Ladislas and his fatal counsellors understood the 
enormous error they had committed in abandoning 
the enemy's territory after so brilliant a campaign. 

The prince resolved to recommence the war, and 
with this object, he assembled the Hungarian Diet 
at Szegedin; the representatives of the nation 
having approved the project which was submitted 
to them, and having voted large subsidies, the kiug 
immediately commissioned Hunyades to raise 
an army, and to make all necess:iry prepara­
tions. 

Ladislas was soon in a position to announce to 
the people that he was ready, and to send word to 
the emperor, Jolin Paleologus, in order that ·he 
might operate a junction of his troops ·with the 
Christian army. 

Amurath, however, fearing fresh defeats, wished 
for a cessation of hostilities, and tried to negotiate 
a peace, and the better to succeed, he thought of 
making use of the Despot of Servia., George Branko­
wich, whose dominions and sons were in the power 
of the sultan. The latter proposed to the Despot 
·to restore both his sons and his possessions if he 
would second his views to put ai1 end to hostilities. 
George hastened to acc'-pt this offer. 

Brankowi h was a prince with a venerable and 
maje~tic appearance,. but who hid under a pleasing 
exterior most perfid10us bad faith, and the most 
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detestable iQstincts. His grave and eloquent 
words often masked the most treacherous thoughts. 
Descended fro:11 an illustrious family, and already 
advanced in years, he was an adept in every sort of 
.cunning and intrigue. This man openly expressed 
his contempt for God and the religion of Christ, 
equally with the god and the religion of Mahomet; 
he believed in neither the one nor the other; and 
these two creeds were alike the object of his 
derision. Interest and ambition were· then the sole 
incentives of his actions; besides, George detested 
Hunyades, who had driven his- brother-in-law, 
Ulrich de Celley, out of Hungary. Neither had 
he pardoned him for retaining some Servian towns 
that he had reconquered . from the Turks for the 
common cause. 

From .the time that Brankowich had received 
Amuratl/s overtures, and that he thought Hunyades' 
alliance useless to him, he immediately turned 
against the latter, and checkmated all his plans. 
Having gained the ear of the king, he prevailed on 
him not to refuse the sultan's offers, which he 
represented to be most honourable; and he ob­
tained the favour that the Mussulman ambas­
sadors should receive audience the 15th June, at 
Szegedin. 

On the day indicat_ed, the head of the depu­
tati0n, an , apostate Greek, followed by ·a numerous 
cortege, entered the town. After several con­
ferences, he announced that the sultan proposed 
to restore Servia to the Despot, to leave Wallachia 
to the Hungarians, and to pay a high ransom for 
Mahmoud Tchilibi. 

The treaty, established on this basis, wa.s sworn 
to the 15th July, in the assembled Diet. 

In vain the Cardinal Juliano tried to dissuade 
the king from this treaty of peace, pointing out to 
him that he was not free to conclude it without the 
consent of his allies, after having pledged his word 
to them and received theirs. 

Nothing would do ; the young king was led 
away by the fatal influence of Brankow,ich, and 
blindly followed his comisel, adding this new fault 
to the preceding ones. 

Anrnrath's ambassadors had but just taken leave 
of Ladislas when the latter received letters from 
the Pope and the Greek emperor. 

The Pope informed him that the crusaders' fleet 
was uncJer weigh for the Hellespont, and tbat the 
~urkish provinces in Europe were without gar­
nsons. 

John Paleologus wrote that his troops were ready, 
and that they awaited the King of Hungary to 
make a juncture with him on the plains of 
Macedonia. 

On the other side, Scander-Beg wns advancing 
at the head of thirty thousand Albanians, terrible 
soldiers, who, under their powerful chief, ·had just 
freed their country. 

Ladislas felt cruelly embarrassed; he laid the 
· state of affairs before the Diet, and had the letters 

read to them, when the most unanimous expression· 
of regret burst· from the deputies; with one voice 
they deplored this unfortunate treaty, so thought­
lessly made, without consulting the 'allies, or keeping 
to their previous engagements. 

Hungary now beheld the forces of the other 

nations joined in the League about to appear upon 
the field, from which she had withdrawn. Was she 
to remain inactive, and behold them pass by with 
arms in their hands, without joining them? It 
would be a shame, an infamy, an indelible disgace : 
such were the reflections of the magna.tes, of the 
nobles, and of .the king himself. 

The Diet did not dare to decide the question, 
feeling t_hat they were in the position of both judge 
and prisoner; so they sought counsel in this per­
plexity, ,placed as they were between the recent en­
gagements entered , into with the infidels, and 
that previously taken with the Christian princes, 
and which they had violated for such futile 
reasons. 

Juliano Cessarini, legate and representative ·of 
the Save.reign Pontiff, and promoter of the crusade, 
was present ; the deputies addressed themselves , 
to him to solve the difficulty, and left everything 
in his hands. 

The cardinal arose and represe.nted to the Diet 
that Ladislas, being boun,d by the treaty concluded 
between him, the Pope, the Duke of Burgundy, 
the Venetians, the Genoese, and all the members 
of the Holy Leagu(?, could not validly nor legiti­
mately conclude an<,ther treaty with Amurath 
without th~ consent of the confederation. 

"Secondly," said Juliano, "Amurath himself 
has broken the treaty, since he has not fulfilled 
the conditions at the expiration of the time ap-
pointed." _ 

These reasons were perernptory. To satisfy all 
scruples,. the legate, in , the name _of the Sovereign 
Pon1iff, declared the treaty made with the Mussul­
mans to be niill and void ; and one of the most r@­
nowned Turkish historians judged so himself, since 
he in no way taxes the Hungarians with want of 
faith under those circumstances. 

These ,vords were appl'auded by the deputies, 
who eagerly cried out for war against the infidel. 

Hunyades, however, took no part in the general 
enthusiasm ·; his clouded brow sufficiently expressed 
his disapproval of the judgment of his· coUeagues ; 
and when the transports of joy had ceased, he rose, 
and spoke as follows :-

,,Notwithstanding all that I have heard," s:i.id 
he, " I cannot agree with the general opinion. 
You should not have rashly pledged your oath ; 
but since that act has been consummated, the 
peace sworn with Amurath should be ma.intained. 
The tireaty in itself," continued he, "does not affect 
me, stained as it is by a radical flaw, which renders 
it null before God and men ; what I wish to con­
sider about is the position in which it has placed 
us. The peace has been solemnly proclaimed, the 
army is disbanded, the allies have cooled, and 
many will have · already dismissed their troops by 
the time that they hear of your new resolution, and 
we shall the11 be alone to face the irritated Mussul­
man ; these are the reasons why I 1:efuse to share 
in your joy, and why I propose to hold by the 
treaty.'' · 

The Vaviod's discourse, attentively listened to, 
as indeed was .everything that fell from his elo­
quent lips, provoked an immediate reply from 
the cardinal. He returned to what he had already 
said, and demonstrated that the treaty concluded 
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was an injustice to the confederated princes, and 
a treason against the Church. He spoke so well, 
and with such persuasion and truth, that in the 
end Hunyades was gained over to his opinion. 

George Brankowich, finding his plans baffled, 
raised his mask, and retired into his states, full of 
hatred against Cesarini and H unyades, and swear­
ing to do every possible injury to the crusaders. 

Scander-Beg, faithful to his promise, presented 
himself at the frontiers of Servia; but the Despot 
refused to allow him to pass, and had all the roads 
guarded. In vain-the Albanian pointed out that 
it was a question of the common cause, that 
of religion and of their national independence, 
and that he, the Albanian prince, had never done 
any injury to the Servian chief; but George 
Brankowich was inflexible, and Scander-Beg, per­
ceiving his duplicity, determfr1ed to penetrate into 
the country by force. 

At this very time Brankowich sent an emissary 
to the sultan, who was joyfully received. 

"My rnaster,'1 said the envoy, "has just left the 
Hungarian Diet; serious events are in preparation."­

" From what side?" asked Amurath,. surprised; 
"am I not at peace ·with Hungary?" 

" The treaty is violated." 
" What is that you tell me ?" exclaimed the sul­

tan, becoming pale. 
"The Diet, upon the representations of the 

legate, has solemnly proclaimed the nullity of the 
act, and in a short time the crusaders will take the 
field against you." 
· Amurath, who had calcuiated on a year's truce, 
and flattered himself that he had tricked the Hun­
garians, became furious at this disappointment, and 
at having his plans disconcerted. Fully under­
standing the imminent danger, he enquired 111i­
nutely about all that had happened, and the plan of 
the confederates. All that the traitor Brankowich 
knew was revealed to the sultan. He learned, at 
the same time, that Scander-Beg was preparing 
to join Ladislas ; all this information _caused him 
the greatest uneasiness. He felt that if the re­
doubtable Albanian succeeded in operating a junc­
tion with the Christian army, the war would be 
more terrible than ever. He ordered Brankowich 's 
emissary to wait three days, at the expiration of 
which time he dismissed him, furnished with de­
tailed instructions for his master, and .sent a body 
of troops to strengthen the Servian frontier. 

Brankowich did not wish to be only a traitor in 
miniature; neither shame nor religion restrained 
him; he gave himself up completely to the Turks. 
Gained over by the hope of Amurath's favours, he 
devoted all his cleverness and his influence · to the 
service of the infidel. 

( To be continued.) 

·9i,onnrt, 
WRITTEN DURING HOLY WEEK • 

.1 wandered in Scoglietto's green retreat ; 

The oranges, on each o'erhanging spray, 

Burned as btight lamps of gold to shame the chy. 

Some startled bird, with fluttering wings and fleet, 

Showered the milk-while blossoms; at my feet 

Like silver crowns the pale narcissi lay; 

And the curved waves, that streaked the sapphire b.1y, 

Laughed i' the sun, and life seemed very sweet. 

Outside, a little child came singing clear, 

"Jesus, the Blessed Master, has been slain-

0, come and fill his sepulchre with flowers." 

Ah, God ! ah, God! these sweet and honied hours 

Had drowned all memories of Thy bitter pain-

The Cross, the Crown, t]1e Soldiers, and the Spear. 

OSCAR WILl E. 
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SECOND SERIES. 

No. V.-THE HELMSMAN. 

~~~ ri:, ACKSON-"Now, Mr. Brm'vne, will ""'i ,, you l\ indly continue your proofs 
~ ~- ·.. about the supremacy of Peter. You 
l see, I can't stay above a few days 

r longer in Manchester; and there's 
the Jnfallibility question to be dis­

cussed." 
Browne-" I will begin, then, again 

at once. You will have noticed that in 
the passage from St. Matthew which we 

last considered together, the n.ame of Peter was 
con(erred on Simon by the Divine Master, and at 
the same time the promise made of the supremacy: 
'I will build my Church, and I will ·give to thee 
the keys,' -i.e., at sorne future time. Now it is a 
most important point to find out whether there is 
any record in the New Testament of our Blessed 
Lord having actually conferred this supreme autho­
rity on St. Peter. I think you will agree with me 
there.'' 

Jackson-" Most assuredly I do; and I think I 
can guess what passage it is that you are going to 
hri~g forward." 

Allman-" Well, I'm blowed if I do. I don' t 
know even where to look for it, as the schoolboy 
remarked, when the friend next him asked 
him for a plum out of his slice of pudding." 

Drowne-" Just turn to the twenty-first chapter 
of St. John, beginning at the fifteenth verse. Our 
messed Lord had been cruc-ified, and according to 
his word had risen again on Easter Sunday. The 
forty days of His stay on earth were nearly over­
H e was going to leave His few disciples- in about 
~ fortnight the Holy Ghost would come and would 
constitute the Church. Now, if ever, was the time 
for fulfilling the promise which He had made to 
r eter; and, accordingly, He does so in the passage 
before you. I will not read it all, but will only 
quote the words which I want to call your attention 
to : 'Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? . . . Feed 
111y lambs. He saith to him again the second time, 
... Feed my lambs. He saith unto him the third 
time, . . . r eed my sheep.' Now I would ask you 
to tell me honestly what these words-this com­
mission, can possibly mean?" 

Allman-" But, really and truly now, I don't see 
anything about a rock or a foundation-ston e in the 
words." 

Browne-" Certainly not; because our Lord has 
used another metaphor, but the idea is there all the 
same." 

Allman~ " I don't see that; a shepherd isn' t 
a king, and hasn't got supreme power, has 
he?" 

Jackson- " It's odd you should have made that 

remark. l•or among the Greek poe.ts the word 
shepherd is frequently used to designate a king. 
Thus Homer calls Agamemnon, shepherd of 
peoples.,~ and JEschylus calls captains shepherds ef 
ships. 

Browne-" And if you look to your Bible you 
will find that Cyrus, King of Persia, is called God's 
shepherd," -i.e., a king appointed by God to do His 
will (Isaias xliv. 28)." 

Allman-1
' You're one too many for me, as the 

father said when the nurse showM him his new­
born twins. However, I see that the word she11-
herd may bear this meaning; but the question is, 
whether that's the meaning in this place." 

Browne-" The:re you are quite right; and I am 
delighted that you sift the matter in this way. It's 
just exactly what I want.:' 

Allmal}- " All right; but min.d, soft words 
butter no parsnips. I want you to put it clear to 
me. '' 

Browne-" Very good. Well, I suppose you 
will agree with me that Christ means by His lambs 
and sheep the faithful, young and old, male and 
f ernale, clergy and laity, for all these belong to the 
fold of God." 

Allman~" I can't deny that, and no mistake. 
All who believe are Christ's sheep." 

Browne-'' Well now, tell me, what does a shep­
herd do for his flock?" 

Allman-" Why, he takes care of them, he leads 
them into safe pastures, he keeps them from stray­
ing, and, as Christ says, when He speaks of hin1-
self as the Good Shepherd, he defends them from 
the wolves. Moreover, the sheep, as is said in the 
same place, hear or-obey his voice." 

Browne-'' Quite right. Now then to apply thi~ 
to the text before us : Christ appoints St. Peter to 
lead all the faithful into safe pastures, to keep them 
from straying out of the fold, to defend them from 
heretics and schismatics, w110 are ravenous wolves, 
and to teach them the Divine truth and the Divine 
will, to which the. sheep shall listei1. They are to 
follow the guidance of Peter, and are committed to 
his care. Is not this a true picture of the supremacy 
of Peter?" 

Allman-" By jingo, that's wonderfully plain. 
How it does all work into one chain to be 
sure:!'' 

Jackson-" I quite agree with Sol in that. But ­
still I have a difficulty, Mr. Browne, as to the pro()f 
of St. Peter's supremacy from this text. Because 
all bishops are shepherds, and exercise the same 
office in regard of their flock which you ascribe to 
St. Peter. Accordingly, this Apostle says in his 
first Epistle, not only to bishops but to every 
priest, 'Feed the flock of God which is among you, 
taking the oversight thereof' ( 1 Peter v. 2 ). And 
St. Paul says to tlie assembled priests at Ephesus, 
' Take heed, the ref ore, unto yourselves, and to all 
the flock over which the Holy Ghost hath made 
you overseers, to feed the Church of God ' 
(Acts xx. 28). So th'at, according to you, all 
priests would have the supremacy.'' 

Allman-" Go it, Charlie, my boy; that's a 
puzzler for you, Browne. You see, we have some­
thing to say for ourselves after all.'' 

Browne-" Well, let us wait awhile. Did you 
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notice the words in both those texts ? S t. P eter p len ty of books written on the testimony of trn.d i­
says, 'The flock of God which zs amo1tg you/ and tion to th is doctrine. What li ttle there is to be 
St. Paul says, 'The flo ck over wlu'clt tl,e .l-Ioly Ghost said, I shall reserve for anoth er place. I t so hap­
hath made y ou overseers,' tha t is, at Ephesus. Their p ens that this dogma touching th e supremacy of 
jurisdiction \Vas limited to a particular town or dis- the Pope is so clearly and abundantly revealed in 
tri ct. But Christ said to St. P eter, 'Feed my the written Word of God as to render any oth er 
lambs, fe ed my sheep, ' wherever they are, that is, k ind of proof less necessary. To my mi nd, afte r 
the whole Church. I think you must confess the mystery of the Incarnation, perh aps, there are 
there is a marked difference between the two no doctrin es so evidently taugh t in th e Bible as tbe 
cases." three, of Transubstanti ;:i. ti on, of the supremacy of 

Allman-" Done again. I say, Charlie, :what's St. Peter, and of his in falli bility. N ow for your 
the answer to that?" ques tion. I have no other d irec t proofs, but 

Jackson-"None, Sol, none. Mr. Bro wn e is I bave a considerab le number of indirec t 
right, and my difficulty is scattered to the winds . ones.' ' 
There's no resisting it." _ J ackson-" Then let me ask you as a farnur to 

Browne-': Now, then, I arn compelled by the give them to us." 
sacredness of truth-the truth on which our salva tion Browne-" That I will do with pleasure. The 
depends-to draw a very solemn and awful conclu- places I shall refer to affo rd evidence how the fac t 
sion from our Lord's words. It is this. All the of Peter's supremacy was practically admitted and 
true sheep and lambs, tha t belong to the fo ld of acted upon . And, as it seems to me, this evidence 
Christ, are fed by Peter, are under Peter's pas tor- is of equal weight with the other, jus t because it is 
ship, and listen to Peter's voice. If then there are implicit, indirec t, and practical. For th e sake of 
any who withdraw from Peter's care, are no t fed by convenience, if you will a llow me, I shall divide it 
Peter, and refuse to listen to his voice: such, what- into four heads." 
ever their professions may be, can never be sheep A llman-" Tl1 at's a brigh t thought of yours, 
or lambs of Jesus Christ. For if they were, they fri end Browne; for 1 sha ll be able to carry it a ll 
would be under the pastoral care of Pe ter. " away much better. , Wha t are the heads?" 

Allman-" Dear me! Tha t's bringing it' home Browne-" Under the first I shall show that our 
to one with a vengeance. I don' t half like Lord acted as though the supremacy of P eter were 
it." an acknowledged fa ct. Under th e second I shall show 

Jackson-'' My d ear Sol, the one qu estion is_, I s that St. Peter acted in th e same ,m y. Under th e 
it the truth? If it b e, there is no alterna tive, we third 1 a similar argument will be drawn from the 
must accept it." conduct of the rest of th e Apostles. Under the 

Browne-" There is one point more I want to fo ur th , a l ike argument will be drawn from tl1e 
put before you both. Do you notice how our Lord writings of the Evangelis ts." 
clothes St. Peter with his own titles ?" Allman-' ' \Vell now, I call that ab out as com-

Allman-" No, I don't. I can see well enough plete a thing as could be, if you only prove your 
about the shepherd, because Chris t calls hi mself points." . 
the Good Shepherd; but what about the Rock?" Jackson-" Will you k indly begin at once, Mr. 

Browne-" Listen to St. P aul's words: ' They Browne? I cannot tell y ou what d epends upon 
drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them ; it / ' 
and that Rock was Christ ' ( r Cor. x. 4). So M rs. Browne looked up with a gentle smi le, 
Christ was the Rock, Peter is the R ock; Christ is which seemed to say, but I can t/w 11glt, G(ld be 
the Shepherd, P eter is the Shepherd. '' praised. 

Allman-" I forgot tha t passage a ltogether ; Browne- " I commence, th en, with my proors 
but what do you make out of th e circum- from our Lord's manner o f acting. In the seven­
stance ?'' teenth chapter of St. :t\-Iatthew's Gospel we read, 

Browne-" Are you surp rised after that, if we th a t certain tax-ga therers, appo inted to collec t th e 
Catholics believe St. P eter to be the Vicar of tribute from th e J ews for the R oman government, 
Christ and call him so ?" ca me to our Blessed Lord to ge t the accustomed 

J ackson-" For my part, I fearlessly aDS\YCr, no. didraclmrn. Our Lord was then livin g habitually 
But now, may I ask you, whether you are prepared with Hi s college of Apos tl es . As th ey were appa­
to offer us any further proof from ~cri pture ; for I rently a fraid to confront Chr ist personally, th ey 
see that you are confining yourself to the Bible. b e take themselves to Peter. Now, why did they 
Not that I would have you to suppose, Mr. Browne, -go to P eter? Judas kept the money. Surely this 
that I consider th e p roof in suffic ien t ; o n the con- of itself argues that he wa::; publicly r ecognised as 
trary, as you have explained it to us, it is most th e head of the res t." ' 
con vincing. Still I should like to hear all that Jackson-" Y es, th ere is ,·e ry great fo rce in that ; 
you think may be drawn from the Scriptures in its it cannot be d enied ." 
favour." Browne- " H owever, I clo not in sist on th at. 

Allman- " And I too. On my word a nd honour, J esus, ever willing to show obed ience to th e exist­
I n ever should b e tired of hearing what you have ing laws, works a miracle fo r th e purpose. It is 
to say about it." to His words, in ordering thi s miracle, tha t I wi sh 

Bro~vn_e-" It is quite tru e, Mr. Jackson, that I to draw your at tention. H ere they are : ' Cast an 
l:a.ve lm11ted myself to the ible; and I shall l1ave hook,' H e says to P eter, 'and take up the fi sh th a t 
httle to say about tradition, b e ause I am not first ometh up; and \\·hen th ou has t opened hi s 
l a rned enough to enter into it. Besides1 there are mouth

1 
thou shalt find a p iece of m oney. That 
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take for me and thee' (St. Matt. xvii., 27.). I am 
told that in the original it is not a' a piece of mo!ley,' 
but the definite coin is named, a stater, which is 
just two didracbrnas, i.e., the tax wbich two persons 
would have to pay." . 

Jackson-" You are quite right. The stater is 
the same as a Jewish shekel; and the di drachma 
would be balf a shekel." 

Allman-"Dut what on eartb has this to do with 
the supremacy of Peter?" 

Browne-"Well, tell me, why d id our Blesse<l 
Lord pay the tax for two? If He bad given orie 
didrachma for Himself and His Apostles, I could 
understand it, or if He had paid thirteen didrach­
rnas, one for each, I could understand it. But why 
pay for two? And th en, mark His words, ' T!wt 
take for j),fe a11d thee:' Why is St. Peter alone paid 
for out of the twelve Apostles ? Why does our 
Lord make no mention even of the rest?'' 

Allman-" Eh ! That's more than I can tell. 
Dear me ! The Bible's not such an easy book to 
understand as people think it is, when it is studied 
thoroughly, as we are doing now. I give up. 
Can you tell, Charlie?'' 

Jackson--" Well, I should say that as St. Peter 
was head of the Apostol ic College, he pil,id for him­
self and all the rest; just as here in England the 
head of a house pays the taxes for himself and 
fa mily. Am I right, Mr. Brmvne ?" 

Brmrne- " It is exactly the answer I should 
have given. But is not that a most practical proof 
of Peter's supremacy?" 

Jackson-'' It seems to me a most important 
confirmation of tbe doctrine. Have you any other 
example und er this head?" 

Browne-" Yes, one other ; which derives gre_at 
force from the spiritual interpretation of this event 
in Christ's life given by so many of the Fathers. 
The story is told in the fifth chapter of St. Luke's 
Gospel. Our Blessed Lord ,was preaching His 
Gospel on the shore by the lake of Genesareth. 
A large crowd had gathered to listen to Him ; and 
as it kept on increasing, and the attention became 
more rapt, the people so pressed on to Him that, 
seeing two boats on the lake-one of these be­
longed to Peter-He enters into Peter's boat; and 
it is out of Peter's boat he preaches to the people. 
On this same occasion He works the miracle of 
the draught of fishes in Peter's boat still. Our 
Lord orders Peter to let down the nets; and when 
St. P eter, as well as his parLners, SS. J am es and 
J 01111, were astonished and trembling at the miracle, 
J esus says to Peter 01lly, ' Fear. not; from hence­
forth t!tou sl1 alt catch men.' ,vere not James and 
John also His Apostles; why does he make the 
prornis to Peter alone?" 

J ackson--" Yes ; and if Peter's bark is recog­
nised as a type of th e Christian Church, and the 
miraculous draught of fishes as a type of the won­
derful propagation of the Christian faith (wl1i ch 
~hrisL's last words eyidently imply, the confirmation 
1s very cogent." 

® 3!1oma jfeli,: ! 
Bv P ATRIZIO. 

I. 

0 Roma felix ,!--happy Rome! 
Deep-plunged in foul idolatry, 
Gods many worshipped didst thou see 

Within thy city walls whilome, ' 
And rule and hold unbounded sway 
O'er minds that knew not faith's bright day, 
'Till rose in heaven the justice-sun, 
And hea thenism was undone. 

0 Roma felix ! happy R(?me ! 

II. 

0 R oma felix !-happy Rome! 
Where blessed Peter fixed his chair, 
To thee that nations might repair 

As to the pilgrim Church's home; · 
To thee that th' ends of earth should look, 
And learn, as from living book, 
What men should know from-pole to pole, 
The way that leads to life's great goal-

0 Roma f elix ! happy Rome ! 

IIT. 

0 Roma felix !-happy Rome ! 
A beacon light thou e'er hast been 
Amid t_he storms of ages seen, 

As ocean waves of passion foam 
Around tby hallowed, hoary rock 
With roaring rage and shaking shock­
Oh ! thou can'st never, never quail; 
The ·gates of hell cannot prevail ! 

0 Roma felix ! lrnppy Rome ! 

IV, 

0 Roma felix !-happy Rome·. 
Where, victims of the tyrant dread, 
The two Apostle-brothers bled ; 

New glories gleam around thy dome, 
As Peter, living on for aye, 
All o'er the fold sheds light of day, 
And those who love the darkness fear, 
The good rejoice both far and near. 

0 Roma felix ! happy Rome ! 

V. 

0 Roma felix !-happy Rome ! 
The ever-present thought of thee­
Remembrance ever dear to me-

Is sweet beyond the honey-comb ; 
Whilst o'er thy wrongs and woes I \veep, 
And see thy foes rush down the steep 
That yawns beneath the scornful tread 
Ot those who trample on thy Head. 

0 R oma felix ! happy Rom_e ! 
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®bents of tfJt .:flf{ontlJ. 

~~' , ~HE glorious Episcopal Jubi~ee of the 
~--'I[.;;, Holy Father, on the 3rd mst., was ~J ~,, celebrated in Rome with all the 
~ ~- :- -.£ state and i~11pressiveness. permit!ed 

: , · • by the restncted ceremomal befittmg 
✓ 1,n ___ ,~-·-•. - the co11ditio11 of 1)erso11al bo11dage i11 

.J ~ which he is held by the crowned crimi­
nal who now holds possession of the 

Eternal City. Every day for the past two 
months, deputations of pilgrims from all 

parts of the world have been pouring into Rome, 
bringing with them addresses of filial congratulation 
and rich offerings of money, church plate, vest­
ments, &c. A1i. exhibition has been formed of 
these presents in the long galleries of the Vatican, 
and occupies a space of over a quarter of a mile in 
length. These gifts the Holy Father wishes to 
utilize by supplying poor missions with the sacred 
requisites for conducting the services of the Church 
in a befitting manner. The Italian Government, 
smarting under the spectacle of unanimity pre­
sented by the addresses of each band of pilgrims, 
has revenged itself by imposing a heavy dnty upon 
the presents brought to Rome. It has already 
realized upwards of £12,000 by this" Blackmail." 
A friend of the writer's, who took with him a 
chalice of the value of £ 15 was mulcted of the 
s_um of £3 as duty. From every altar throughout 
the world the prayers of millions of faithful Catho­
lics have arisen; besieging the throne of God in 
intercession for the victory of the Church. The 
end cannot be far distant now. 

For each deputation which was presented to him, 
the Holy Father had some words of welcome, of 
encouragement, of warning. One deputation, from 
an Italian diocese, brought him their offering, with 
a singular want of tact, in tlre shape of a packet of 
Italian Government notes. The Holy Father, 
always alive to a joke, took the packet into his 
hands as if to examine it, and let it fall suddenly 
on the floor at his feet. Then, observing the con­
sternation of the pilgrims, he said, with a twinkle in 
his eye, "I was only testing them, my children. 
When I was king, all the money I coined had the 
true ring of metal about it, but this you see---;" 
and he laughed with the pilgrims at the con­
trast. 

devoted to the Catholic religion persecuted. But 
the Church is founded on a Rock which fears not 
nun. 

To the French pilgrims also, on the 5th of May, 
he addressed some words relating to the present 
state of Europe, which are well deserving of atten­
tion. They are remarkable as confirming those 
almost prophetic hopes which he has uttered from 
time to time, as to the end of the present persecu- -
tions of the Church. He reminded the pilgrims 
that the children of Israel had upon one occasion 
carried the Holy Ark with them on to the field of 
battle, in the hope that they would by its means be 
enabled to defeat the Philistines. But the Philis­
tines gained the victory and captured the Ar½. 
They placed it in their. temple by the side of the1r 
god Dagon, but the idol fell to the ground a first, and 
tfien 'a second time, and was broken to pieces. Then 
the Philistines restored the Ark to the Israelites. 
"In our days also," he contimied, "the modern 
Philistines have gaine,d many victories. Having 
made themselves masters of the Holy Ark, they 
hold it, and place it beside the corrupt teaching of 
foul license, thereby to render it contemptible 
before the nations. Thus abandoned, our hearts 
place all tl;eir hopes in God. Certain it is that th_e 
Dagons will fall, and the Ark will work of itself; 1t 
will be delivered and restored to liberty by the arms 
of the Omnipotent God. Yes, God will come, and 
He v,,ill again make His voice heard as at the 
Creation, and He will repeat Fiat Lux I Then He 
will cause the Light of Truth and the Sun of J us­
tice to succeed to the darkness of error and of 
unbelief.: ' 

These words, we feel assured, will be remembered 
in future days, when the evils which now afflict the 
Church shall have passed away-when Rome, the 
centre of Catholic unity, shall have been rescued 
from the hands of the sacrilegious enemies of 
Christianity, and cleansed from the iniquity which 
now defiles it. We may well be comforted and en­
couraged by these predictions, for such we consider 
them, of the sainted Pontiff. 

To the Germans he addressed words full of 
meaning and of warning. He said, "Your nation, 
dearly beloved cliildren, was subject to grave moral 
maladies, which the world knows, and which yon 
yourselves detest. God, when he sees a nation 
infested with these evils, cannot avoid adopting the 
remedies necessary to heal it, and He speaks. 
God has arisen, and has employed a scourge, as He 
did so many centuries ago. He then employed an 
Attila to waken up the nations; and to-day, with a 
new Attila, He has awakened the generous German 
nation. This new Attila, who thought to destroy, 
has built up instead. He wished tQ destroy the 
religio~ o~ J esus Christ throughout tbe earlh ; he 
l1as re-mv1goraled your faith in it. Your bishops 
have been deposed, imprisoned and exiled; and all 

One of the most interesting of the deputations 
which have waited upon the Holy Father recently 
was that representing the Catholic Press. About 
400 journalists were present, and they represen!ed 
the newspapers in all quarters of the globe favourable 
to the advancement of religion and the interests of 
morality. They each presented to the Holy Father 
handsomely-bound volumes of their Journals, 
together with obolo.f, amounting to very considerable 
sums, and many rare and costly gifts. 

The pilgrims were presented by Monsignor 
Parocchi, Archbishop of Bologna, who himself had 
been in former years one of the most distinguished 
journalists of Italy. 

'fhe Holy Father received them most graciously, 
and expressed the warm pleasure which their 
addresses gave him. He reminded them that it 
was when he was an exile at Gaeta, in the evil days 
which followed the outbreak of the Roman Revolu­
tion of 1848, that he had first taken the press under 
his protection. He recommended that journalists 
should bear lully in mind the principle of charity to 
individuals, while attacking unsparingly the false 
doctrines and principles of the revolution . He 
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urged them to be united in the defence of truth at 
all hazards, even to that of the shedding of their 
blood. He illustrated the advantage of union by 
saying he had heard that the Spanish toreadors, 
when attacking a bull, carefully avoided the risks of 
jsolation, and advanced together against him "sword 
at point." By this means, he said, the attention of 
the enemy was distracted, and the assailants pro­
tected. He then gave his Apostolical blessing to 
all Catholic journalists, and he besought Aimighty 
God to bless them, and to grant them the gifts of 
wisdom, fortitude and charity. 

This speech appears to have given great umbrage 
to the Liberal and.Infidel Press throughout the world. 
For many lo:gg years they have devoted their 
utmost energies to the spread of falsehood, and to 
the misrepresentation of Catholic teaching and 
Catholic practice. They have aimed ae the 
destrnction of all sentiments of respect for religion 
and the family ties, which are the great safeguard 
for morality and virtue, and now they find them­
selves condemned by implication jn the praises 
which the Holy Father bestowed on their oppo­
nents. The Times, in particular, in an article 
remarkable for its tone of forced gaiety, expressed 
its extreme annoyance. The writers of that supe­
rior jotunal evidently apply to themselves the full 
weight of the censure conveyed by the Pope's 
speech. "\i\Tell, we are glad to observe that there is 
still some sensitiveness in a conscience which we 
had been accustomed to consider as dead. After 
this there is hope. 

The superabundance of immoral and irreligious 
literature which pours weekly from the press is one 
of the greatest evils and dangers of the day. Many 
a youth has bad his morals tainted, many a man 
has been driven from the religious observances 
which he had practised from childhood, by the in­
fluence of the prurient literature which is chiefly 
supplied by the cheap popular periodicals. The 
011ly possible means of meeting this evil is by the 
increased circulation of healthy Catholic literature. 
It is a portion of the great battle which is going on 
between the Church and Satan, in which all true 
Catholics can bear a part, by inducing their friends 
to support Catholic periodicals in preference to 
Protestant or infidel ones. 

There were circumstances attending the celebra­
tion of the Jubilee which rendered it more than 
usually significant. By a singular coincidence, the 
3rd of June was also the 30th anniverrnry of the 
promulgation of the Piedmontese Constitution, and 
the usurpers of Rome resolved to take advantage 
of the fact to raise a counter-demonstration. 
Accordingly, a most remarkable contrast was 
presented, 

In the Sistine Chapel, the Holy Father assisted 
at Mass in the presence of all the cardinals j of 190 

lJishops, who had -assembled from all parts of the 
world to offer their congratulations j of the amb::i.s­
sadors accredited by Catholic nations to the Holy 
See ; and of many distinguished pilgrims. 

At the same time, ·Victor Emmanuel, the robber­
king, was reviewing his troops in the new Piazza 
dell' Independenza, on the other side of the Tiber. 

It seemed to be the battle array of the two great 
antagonistic forces- on the one side a few hun-

dreds of old and unarmed men, strong only in their 
faith and confidence in God ; on the other, a bril­
liant array of many thousands of well-armed soldiers, 
equipped with all the best appliances of modern 
science for destruction and conquest ; an army 
whose leaders acknowledge no law above their own 
desires, and no principle except the right of might. 

A rep1arkable and instructive contrast, but it is 
not without a parallel. We are not unmindful of 
that scene between the first Napoleon and Pius 
VII. at Fontainebleau, when the great conqueror, 
having seized upon the States of the Church, did 
not scruple to lay his sacrilegious hand even upon 
the sacred person of the Pope himself. 

Napoleon was at that time at the very summit 
of his power j intoxicated with the success which 
had attended all his enterprises, and with the glory 
which had covered his name. 
- We remember ho,·: the vast edifice of dominion 

which he had built up, began, from that moment, 
to crumble away, stone by stone. How his veteran 
legions, who had been accustomed hitherto to carry 
all before them in their victorious career, had now 
to be initiated in the tactics of retreat. Finally 
how he himself, the modern Cresar-the man who 
had dreamed of conquests, and of an empire greater 
than those of Alexander-ended his days on the 
lonely rock of St. Helena, as a prisoner of the 
power be had affected to despise. 

And the same fate which happened to the greater 
robber, will assuredly befall the smaller one who 
now harrasses the Church in Italy. 

The significance of the recent pilgrimages of 
Rome has not been lost upon the _ enemies of the 
Church. The phenomenon of the universality to 
the _ movement has excited wonder and dismay 
among the ranks of the Liberal party. In no 
nation under heaven can such perfect unity of sen­
timent be found as that which produces the ad­
dresses of every deputation of pilgrims from all 
parts of the world. · 

The Liberal newspapers of Europe have come 
at last to recognise the fact that what they had for­
merly called Ultramontanism was only another 
name for Catholicity. The T-imes bitterly bewailed 
this discovery in a recent article, and gave vent to 
its feelings in the following words : " That which is 
known as Ultramontanism is ,really anti-nationalism. 
It is a refusal to allow the national forces of race, 
blood, and language to have their full sway, and a 
determination to bend them all, if possible, to an 
ecclesiastical purpose." 

The revolutionists of Europe have been foolishly 
clamouring for the last ninety years for an ideal form 
of government. In order to attain this Utopia, 
they have spilt the blood of hundreds of thousands 
of their fellow countrymen, with the result generally 
of placing themselves under the sway of a worse 
despot than the 011e they had overthrown. Their 
aspirations after liberty, equality, and fraternity 
were incapable of realization by the means which 
they eniployed to attain them. They are realizable 
only in the Church, and are indt:ed the certain re-
sult of an obedience to her precepts. _ 

The happy Jubilee of the Holy Father's Episco­
pate has been the means of giving the Catholics 
of the whole world an opportunity of making, in the 
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first place, a profession of faith and of loyalty to 
the Head of the Church; and in the second place 
of recording their most emphatic protest against 
the oppression and the spoliation of which he has 
been the object. 

THE disn:1issal of M. Jules Simon, the leader of the 
Liberal Ministry in France, has raised a storm of in­
dignation among the anti-Catbolic party in Europe. 
AH lovers of law and order, however, throughout 
the world must rejoice at the bravery of Marshal 
MacMahon in thus punishing the man who dared, 
from the rostrum in the French Chambers, to give 
the lie direct to the assertion of the Holy Father. 
The Due de Brogrie, who has distinguished himself 
as a defender of the Church and of Catholic in­
terests in former years, has consented to form a 
cabinet, and the parliament was prorogued for a 
month. A rn_easure so strong and so decided as 
this was quite unlooked for by the revolutionary 
party, and has given rise to much excitement. 
The President of the Paris Municipal Council, M. 
Bonnet Duverdier, forgettihg the respect due to 
the lawful head of the state, ventured to attack the 
marshal at a public dinner in a r~volutionary 
speech. Among other things he said :-

" The imbecile marshal will s0011 be placed at 
the bar of the people to answer for his crime. 
We are governed by old fogies, black gowns, and 
swashbucklers. We must commence by slaying 
lVlarshal MacMahon and his government ; then we 
shall turn attention to the enemy. Every means 
of warfare is legitimat~." 

After a speech so calculated as this was to ex­
cite the revolutionary passions of the Parisians, it 
was scarcely to be wondered at that M. Bonnet 
Duverdier has been arrested and condemned to a 
short imprisonment. The marshal has declared 
officially, and with much emphasis, that he is de­
termined to maintain the statu quo at all risks, 
until the term of his presidentship shall hav@ ex­
pired. This will be in 1880. It i3 to be hoped 
that by that date the Catho1ics of France, who are 
so powerful numerically, will have thrown off 
their inertia, and have united into a firm phalanx 
in defence of their principles. 

On the 16th of June the Chambers re-assembled, 
and the Due de Broglie read a message from the 
marshal to the senate, in which he announced his 
jntention of dissolving the parliament. - He inti­
mated that his reason for taking this step was the 
aggressive action of the revolutionary Left. 

" France," he said, "like me, desires to maintain 
intact the institutions which govern us. She desires, 
as much as I, that these institutions should not be 
disfigured by the action of Radicalism. She does 
not desire that in 1880, the day when the constitu­
tional laws may be revised, everything should be 
prepared beforehand for the disorganization of all 
the moral and material forces of the country. '' 

The scene in the Chamber of Deputies, when 
the marshal's intention was announced there was 

. ' one w1nch recalled the fierce and tumultuous 
assemblies of the first, second, and third revolutions. 
The deputies shrieked and yelled, shook their fists 
at ~:me another, and, in fa t, behaved in a manner 
wluch suggested a mob of lunatics. M. Gambetta, 

the leader of that fierce democracy, made a power­
ful and defiant speech, which seemed at one time 
about to provoke a general battle between the Left 
and Right. The next two months will be an 
important time for the destiny of France, and the 
interests of the Church. Upon the hustings ,rill l>e 
fought the battle which is to decide whether France 
is to be a friend or an enemy of Catholicity in the 
coming struggle. 

IT is very curious and instructive to uotice the 
unconscious evidences of sympathy with everything 
and everybody anti-Christian which are shown by 
Protestants. It matters not how bad the character 
of a man may be, or how horrible the doctrines 
which he may teach, if he be but bold enough to 
attack any doctrine of Christianity. There has 
actually been held a meeting in Exeter _Hall, to 
celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Condemna­
tion of Wycliffe by the Pope for heretical doctrines 
taught by him while acting as parish priest at 
Lutterworth. At this meeting the Protestant 
Bishop of Meath took a prominent part, and 
eulogized Wycliffe in terms which he would not 
think of applying to any of the great men faithful 
to the Church who preceded or followed him. Let 
but Professor Tyndall, or Huxley, or Darwin, express 
their scepticism of any thristian dogma, and th_e 
daily and weekly press re-echo with praises of their 
boldness and enlightenment. 

WE have heard much of late concerning the 
wonderful tolerance shown by the Turkish Govern­
ment to its Christian subjects. A gentleman living 
at Odessa has sent home the following striking 
illustration of the spirit with which this tolerance is 
shown. He says :-

" Here is the copy of a certificate, or permissio~1 to 
bury a Christian, granted by a certain Had1_ of 
Mardin, and the friends of every Christian dymg 
on Turkish soil have to be armed with a similar 
document before committing the ashes of their 
co-religionist to the grave :--

" 'We certify to the Priests of the Church of 
Mary, that the impure, putrefied, stinking carcass 
of Saideh, damned this day, may be conceal_e~ 
under ground. (Sealed) El Said Mehurrad Fa1z1. 
A.H. 1271-Regib.' 1' 

THE committee appointed for the completion of 
St. Paul's Cathedral have decided to commence 
with the decoration of the interior of the dome. 
It is to be embellished with pictures representing 
the principal events of the life of St. Paul, executed 
in mosaics composed of gilt and coloured glass, at 
a cost of£ 40,000. At this rate the cathedral will 
cost upwards of two millions sterling before it is 
finished. A more sensible mode of procedure 
would be to commence by clearing out the un-· 
sightly monuments which cumber the side aisles, 
and mar the symmetry of the building. As many 
of the personages glorified in this manner were 
distinguished in their lives by notorious profligacy, 
and by openly avowed infidelity, it "ould show 
more taste to colle ·t their monum ents into some 
Walhalla. which should not l>c a place of worship. 

A. J. D. 


