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Today's rcodi11g:::E:ckitl t7:Z2•:?.4: Psa.1111 02;2. 
11>: :? corinthinns .S:6•JO: Mork 4:-10·34 

ln l'A.lbt'roddla \;f41 (2025),Amt'deoCeucini, 
a Canossi.a.u priffi aud p:i)'ChotheraplSt spe,­
da.li:Sing in ongoing fonnalion and ps)dto­
logk al issue$ in prifSti)' and religious life, 
takes tbt: w1h1:1sal an:hetype of the tr et: of 
life, applying it~ a uew paradigm rot· tl1e for 
mation ol pri~'tS aud rrii_giou..,;. 

Cendai's publkations and studies arc bt'st­
sdl.ing classk:1 i.11 tht m:a of p.i,'}ldlO-spirituaJ 
l'onnation, He: has beeu a catal)•st in stimu• 
latiug dialoguebt-tween psyd,olog)·and tfle. 
Olog)' in ao attempt to diS(.'OWr how the 
pS)'thological Uu.:on:itkal fr•,1.mcwork can en• 
rith U1c.ology in its own formulation and not 
stopping at bt-ing used m trt:I)' in ternis of 
pastoral i.tnpltmentation whendt'alingwitJ1 
disonkt·s or pathological is.Sues. 

Ht' points out that both pS)'(:holog)' and 
theology in all tht'ir dimtnsions ~ botJ1 
eonctrnt'd with Crtedom. healing and 
health/salvation (salus), Whafs intuiti,'( in 
tht propOSt'd pt'r'SPet.1.ives and tht'oretical 

frameworks is that tht principk s applied to 
formation of priests and rt Ligious art! 
equally valid in the forn1ation of the fw1da • 
mental Christ.Lan ,'OC:ation, 

Ctnclni takes up the trte of life ima_ge as 
being ~ymbolk or persona.I and eollctfo-e 
idtntit)', of t'(,otinuity, gronth, expansion 
and pe:nnantnet'. A t ree gro'W'S slowly but 
steadily and, th.rough its adaptfrt );>Oltntial, 
it t ndurt:s seasons, itsc bark peels to allow ex• 
pansion, it sheds old lt'.'1\'t'S and brJ.Oches to 
inakeroom for newshootS tO Spring forth. 

He shows how old modelsofhunian~piri• 
tual fonnation havt- ntC't'ssarily to bt re• 
:shaptd and l)tt'haps also abandOne<l making 
1-oom for new, suitabk and ttlicacioos ton• 
ttmpoi.iry paradigms. Mod.ds of pttf tction, 
oblier,•a.11ct and conformity. sclf,t'tali.sation 
and self,ac,:eptam:e can be r « haped into a 
inon: integr.ltive fr.unewurk th.at includes 
mnnory formation (affective, ratioual.b'Pif,. 
itu.al), the t:apacil)' to integr.ih' tl1c p.a~'t, as 
wcU astbtabilit)'tOactand respond (i.e. tak• 
in_g respon.Sibilit)'), (uliilli.ng tht- c.·01,: of' 
human txisttnct. On the theologkal plant 
tltis includes ;.the r~apituJation or every• 
thing in Qirist" (Eph 1:10). This lll(Kkl. 
Ct'11clni claims, leads to the embr.t1.-e of one's 
truth. while gradually proctssiug towards 
creative Stl(•tn.nsr.gm·ation or reshaping. 

In t he reading from Ezt:kid 11, the Lord 
vows to bis people-: .. ,, too, will take from the 
cr~ t of the cedar, from iu topru~t braoches 
tear off a tende1· Shoot, and plant it on a h.igh 

Wheat and darnel 
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OuriogU1estt:ootl wttkof ~ tn ; tbe<luu~h 
pJ'Opl)St:d to us a n:adiog (rom the Mts or the 
Apostl~ that gi,,:s a pic.11u't ol the life of the 
fin't Chri.stiaos: -'-None of tlic members was 
evn· in "'mt, as au thtlk wbO owm:d land Of' 

hOWiCS "oold Sdl them and bring tJ1e monc.')' 
from the sate of them. to present it to Utt ape»:, 
tle$;it w-~ then distJi buted to an)' \\1,o might 
bt in ne.:d" (Acbi ".34·35 ). 

Scriptw,: sd1olaJ'S tc.,U us that this Ch.ristian 
C.Ommw1ism described by Lukc is not to be 
taken litenll)', Tht &ituatioo w-.-s not so idyUk~ 
although they :iaW to it to help the poor and 
took up 1·olkctions e,;,::n in fant"-"a)' places to 
http them .. 

A ftw not so tXt'ntpl.ary s ituations abO ex• 
isted. Je\'oish Christians wanted to i.lupo5e tltt 
Mosak: Law onto the C'JUUtians comi.l1g from 
paganism; there \to-~~ disag1'ttmt nts amo,.g 
them, and other faults. Paul and 83mabas, 
who hadjom·neycd and worked together, dis­
ag:i,:od and parted ways, 

It is not dUlkull to see tJ1,1t tJ1e s ituation 
has not (•ha.uged mud1 in our t imes. Wt 

ofttn read about scandal.$ i.ln'Olving Olurch 
mcmbt-rs, paedophile prie-.sts and rcliglOus, 
Chun:h authorities protcl'ting lliem, mis­
conduct and, somttimes, e,,:n crut.lt)· in or• 
vhanages and sc-J1ools for iniligenous 
children rwi by the Churt-h. 

On tht other hand, the Chunil a.I.so runs in• 
stitulious in whkh lots of care and IO\'t is 
shown towards those under tht-i.r protection. 
Limitingoo.rseh'ttl to Malta, n~ a1,: au aw.u-t 
or tl1e eare and Jo,'t shown to thediSabltd at 
the S(ggicwi home oc· that shown by the UrSu• 
line Sisters, by Caritas, b)' tht ksuit Refugee 
5(-rvk't~ and othtrs. Such taring Chun:h in.sti• 
tutions an: not limitt'd lo Malta but exi.st 
whc~n· tl1c Church is pn:iieut. 

All this hd pS ll.S to get to know Olli' Church 
as it (n)Jy is,~ot and si.lmer at the same time. 
Mail)' are .scandali$td at the .sinful.I~ of tht 
Church- \x-.andal' 1~ Uttrdly, to ~'tt unbk, 
as happen$ when :someone walking litubS a 
btunp in the sw:n and falls, 

lu a way this is undtr.>tamb:ble~ but it hap, 
pens mainly because wet'Xpe<1 the: Cbun:h to 
be pw,:, forgetting that ChriS:t foundtd it on 
the: l'OC:k. Ptttr, who had disonued hint on1y a 
l'twda)"Sbefore, and tJ1at tbtChu.rd1 is made 
upolfallibleand fragilehwn.m ~ 

Some ma)' be temped to som<-how gct rid of 
the bad oues, under tht illusion that \\'tart 
j ust, and not saints and Sinners like tht.­
Chu.rch itsdf. Ow· Lord had a dift'e~nt solu• 
tion.: "Let thtm grow together," ht told those 

and lofty mountain 1 .•. J. It .shall put forth 
branches and bear fruit. and be1:<J1ne a 
majestic cc<bt" 

1biS panble tountt rac:ts a previous aJJe. 
gory about a majestic and powcrfld ('.:1$1t' who 
'"took Ltokl of tl>e top of a (.'eda.r. he broke off its 
topmost shoot and C.UTied it awa.)' to a land of 
mtn•,hants. " 'htrc ht planttd it in a cit)' of 
tJ·adt1'S", Oni:e there~ tJtis sapling wiltttn·d 
and became rotten. Tht historical <.-onttxt is 
that of Jt'tioiachin, who endt'd up bcing de­
poSed and taken in exile along: WS subjt(ts b)· 
Nebuc:hadne'a.ar. n1e prophtt interprt1S IUS­
tocy in the light ot unfaithfulness to Cod and 
tbt t'OVenant, tliroogh wro11gpolitieal choil.'t$. 

While lluinan pride, grtt-d, thirst for 
poWC'I' aud unpr incipled attempts to grow, 
expand and rtath tht hcights - afas the 
bi-taking or the topmost shoot • lead to de­
struction and death, God~ sa.lvilit: action -
alas tJie pruning of the tender Shoot -
p1'dages new life and rc:sJ1aptS the s t01-y or 
Isr ael, intq;:.rating its past f ailw-es, dcl.h'tring 
it and lt:ad.in.g it to wcll•bcingand.sa.lvation. 

Chri:Stialis in CoriJ1tJ1 art' reminded b)1 tllt 
Ap()6tk Paul to oonstantJy be <.'Ourageous in 
faith, to grow and mature in that which is 
good. aspiring to pltast: the Lord until judge­
ment (lat, whmallwill m..-eivebaekthetqui \~ 
alent ottbtirchoiccs, theirrttompenst. If we 
sow and Un-est in what LS goo<l, we will reap 
good produt't, a.11d "dwcU" JOO: binlS ... in d1t 
shade'' o( the mustan:I lrCt', Tht t bok't: is ours. 
with the help of grace. 

J ust like in a wheatfiffll, good and evil 
coexist with.in the Chtrch. PHOTO: 
SHUTTERSTOCK.COM 

st1'\.ints who wanted to plud1. out the damt'I 
from tl1t wheatfield. ln dtiS world we au Jh~ 
togelhtr. In tht Churdl it shOuJd be the same. 
Judgement OOJUC'$ only ilt the Vt'I')' end, 

Pope Fr.utd s calls tJ1c Churcb a field hoSpi• 
taJ. tn war, people get wounded and n<'ffl im• 
n,ed.iate medical help, A fii:'ld hospital secs to 
this. All of us, that is, all members o( the 
Chun:h,. are woun<kd somttimt's. The Church 
oft'ert ht'aLing and consolation. 

If we revisit our t.'l:pt'(tations of tJ1e Cbwi:h 
n ~ "iU not be sc-andalistd. It ·s not that wt ap• 
provcC'Vil but, Likt the Lord ol'tht parable, n~ 
let tht' wheat and tht da.m cl grow together in 
tJ1e hope that COJl\'Cl~ioo "ill happt.-n, bec-ausc 
God does not write off ill1)·oody, 

Fr ,\l(rcd MicaJJ(fis a mcmbrr oftl1rsocirty 
of Jrsus . 

AISMICJUff®GMollUOM 

QUOTES &NEWS 

Pope: Jesus was 
a fi•ee n1a11 

IB his Angelt.as addre-ss last 
Sunday, Pope F·ranc:is spoket 
about Jesi.G as. a rr~ man: 

"He was free in the tac:. of 
wealth. in the face of p<>w9r, In 
the faai of tho cpisl For famt. 
And this is important for us. 
loo. lndl!'ed,. if WC let 0t1seM!s 
be conditioned by Chet quest for 
pleasuAi, power, money or 
con&enws, we boalme slaws 
to these things.. If instcitd we 
allow God's freely given lo'W'f? to 
fill us and expand our ht'art, 
and if Wtt let it overllow spoo­
tancou&\y, by giving it back to 
others, with our whoie selves, 
without fct¥ , calculation or 
conditioning, then wv grow ih 
freedom, and spread its good 
fragrance around us too. 

"So we can ask our&elV11$: 
am I free 1 Ck do I tel myself be 
imprisoned bv the myths of 
money, power and success, 
sauific~ my wirel'Wty and 
po-ace, and that of othel'$, to 
these things? In the places 
where I live and work, do I 
spread thet fresh air of freedom, 
sincerity and spontaneity 1" 

'Gan1bling 
hwniliates' 
Addressing an anti-gambtinlJ 
conferenc., Cardinal Malteo 
Zuppi of Bologna, prn idenl of 
lhci Italian Episcopal Conlcr• 
enco, said "g,ambling humili• 
ates p~ o" .ind "taMs away 
dignily". The Gardinal said 
"there is so much :;i.iffo,ing and 
loneliness" tied to garri:iting. 

"Wo .w• goi,g bildtw.ircts on 
gambtiog: lh8 siluation has 
worsened. There in verv ~ 
gerousintertwining of thet kigal 
and the illcga,l that is Gloaked 
in shamel'ul justiflc:.ations." 

Bishops' advice 
toUKvoters 
In a s tatement role.as!XI after 
the UK elertion was an-­
l'ltVlCCd, tho Catholic: Bishops' 
Confercnc:c of England aod 
Wat.es said dumg tho election 
campaii!J,.. Y tholics should be 
looking at: a iminal justiioo, do­
mestiG poverty. family life and 
taxation. education, env'iror,.. 
ment, inlemational relations, 
tunan rights and peac;e build­
ing, life issues and rrigration. 

Whil1t<:alting on vote-rs to bet 
"willing to get involvod and 
vote" they .il:.o .>dded that 
Christians c.an have a c&ffeninl 
wwy of looking at politics. 

(Compil.ed by Fr Joe Borg) 
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