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Podagrion splendens (Spinola, 1811)
(Hymenoptera, Chalcidoidea) – a new record of
Torymidae from Malta
Thomas CASSAR1
The Family Torymidae is represented by 986 described species worldwide. Many species oviposit
through plant tissue, usually into plant galls or developing seeds, but some oviposit into pupae.
Torymid larvae may be entomophagous or, less commonly, phytophagous; some may even be both,
feeding in turn on gall inducer and gall tissue as in some Eurytomidae. The majority of species of the
subfamily Toryminae, many Monodontomerinae and a few species of Megastigminae are idiobiont
ectoparasitoids of the inhabitants of plant galls. A number of torymids are specialist phytophages
that feed on the highly nutritious endosperm in developing seeds. They develop in seeds of various
Cupressaceae, Pinaceae and arborescent Rosaceae. The genus Podagrion is represented by six
species in the West Palaearctic (Delvare, 2005). The genus Podagrion was previously unrecorded
from Malta. Podagrion wasps are associated with the oothecae of various mantids in which they
are parasitoids. Oothecae belonging to Mantis religiosa (Linnaeus, 1758), proved to be parasitised
by Podagrion splendens, representing a new record for Malta. Some information on this species
follows.
Podagrion splendens (Spinola, 1811)
Material examined: Malta, Manikata, ootheca collected on 15.ii.2015, 2 ♀♀ & 3 ♂♂
emerged between 29-30.iii.2015 and 5 ♀♀ emerged between 5-8.iv.2015 from ootheca of
Mantis religiosa; Mtaħleb, ootheca collected on 20.iii.2016, 6 ♀♀ & 1 ♂ emerged between
25-29.v.2016; Bingemma, ootheca collected on the 24.iv.2016, 5 ♀♀ & 1 ♂ emerged between
1-5.vi.2016.

Notes: Podagrion splendens is well distributed throughout Europe, ranging from North eastern
countries such as the Caucasus and possibly Russia but is most commonly found throughout the
Mediterranean Basin. It is a parasitoid of oothecae of various mantid species, primarily Mantis
religiosa (Grissell, 1995; Askew et al., 2001). Podagrion splendens females, measure around 3.4
mm in length and additionally possess an ovipositor which can be up to 1.4 times longer than the rest
of the body. They posses black prominently enlarged femurs with bluish-green reflections upon the
head and mesosoma; males are 2.5–2.8 mm long with similar colouration (Delvare, 2005). Males
entice females for copulation with a series of continuous and regular wing flaps and vibrations of
flagella of their antennae (Delvare, 2002).
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
I would like to thank David Mifsud (Malta) for aiding me in writing the present communication and
for sending specimens to Richard Askew (Dordogne, France), to whom I am grateful for identifying
the specimens.

1

Speranza, Triq il-Qubbajt, Haz-Zebbug, Malta. E-mail: thomas.m.cassar@gmail.com

76

Correspondence

REFERENCES
Askew, R.R., Blasco-Zumeta, J. & Pujade-Villar, J. (2001) Chalcidoidea y Mymarommatoidea
(Hymenoptera) de un sabinar de Juniperus thurifera L. en Los Monegros, Zaragosa.
Monografias Sociedad Entomológica Aragonesa, 4: 1–76.
Delvare, G. (2002) European Podagrion (Hymenoptera: Torymidae): evidence for the presence
of sibling species (pp. 95–101). In: Melika, G. & Thuróczy, C. [eds.], Parasitic wasps:
evolution, systematics, biodiversity and biological control. International symposium:
“Parasitic Hymenoptera: Taxonomy and Biological Control” (14–17 May 2001, Köszeg,
Hungary). Agroinform Kiadó & Nyomda KFT, Budapest, Hungary.
Delvare, G. (2005) A revision of the west-Palaearctic Podagrion (Hymenoptera: Torymidae), with
the description of Podagrion bouceki sp. nov. Acta Societatis Zoologicae Bohemoslovenicae,
69(1–2): 65–88.
Grissell, E.E. (1995) Toryminae (Hymenoptera: Chalcidoidea: Torymidae): A redefinition, generic
classification, and annotated world catalogue of species. Memoirs on Entomology,
International. Associated Publishers. Vol. 2: iii + 470 pp.

Received: January 10, 2016
Accepted: February 20, 2016

