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L-istampa tal-Qoxra turi 1-Kwadru 
Mirakului: Ii minnu I-Madonna Ta' Pinu kellmet 
lit-twajba Karmela Grima fit-22 ta' Gunju, 1883. 
Dan il-kwadru, xognol il-pittur Amadeo 
Perugino, tpitter fis-sena 1619. Din ix-xbieha 
tal-Madonna giet inkurunata mill-Kardinal 
Alessio Lepicier fl-1935. 
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11-K elma tar-R ettur 
Fit-2 ta' Frar, il-Knisja tf akkar il-grajja ta' meta Sidtna M arija ltadet lilBinha Gesufit­

tempju biex, kif kienet tordna l-ligi ta' Mose, tippreientah Iii Alla l-Missier. 

Sidna Gesu, Ii kien l-istess Alla, ma kienx suggett ghal din il-ligi, iida biex bhala bnie­
dem ikunf'kollox bhalna, barra mid-dnub, ujkun ta' eiempju ghalina, anha min altna, ta' kif 
ghandna nobdu 1-ligi t'A Ila, ried lijkompli bir-reqqa kollha kull ordni ta' Mose. Iida, gliad Ii 
Gesu, matul il-ltajja tieghu, tana diversi drabi eiempji ta' kif ghandna ngibu rultna mal-ligi 
tal-Mulej, altna ta' bnedmin dghojf a Ii altna, mhux darba u tnejn inqasna minnha, ma tajniex 
kai taghha u ghamilna dak Ii ghogob lilna. 

11-bniedem bil-gherf tieghu wasal biex jibni imperu 1-aktar qawwi ta' xjenza u ta'tekno­
logija, iida dan, minflok Ii ressqu lejn Alla, gltamlu aktar egoista u materjalista u beghdu 
aktar minnu u wasal biex sar ilsir tal-istess xjenza tieghu. Dan gara minhabba n-nuqqas ta' 
lea/ta lejn il-ligi t'Alla, ghaliex il1irda minn Alla ggib magltha kull xorta ta' abbui u 
diiubbidjenza. 

lmma 1-Knisja mwaqqf a minn Gesu sabiex tgltin lill-bniedem jaghraf 1-iibalji tiegltu u 
jindem minnhom, ghailet imien, ir-Randan lmqaddes, biex fih idur dawra mal-kuxjenza 
tieghu ujaraf'hiex qedjonqos. Fil-granet tar-Randan ripetutament twissina bi kliem Sidna 
Gesu ''lndmu u emmnu fil-Bxara t-Tajba". 

11-Knisja dan ma taghmlux sabiex timliena bid-dwejjaq, anzi ghall-kuntrarju, sabiex 
tehlisna minnhom. Ghaliex min ighix qrib ta' Alla, aktar ighix kuntent. Huwa veru Ii meta 
altna naghrfu 1-iibalji taghna tigina t-tentazzjoni Ii naqtghu qalbna. JmmaAlla huwa dejjem 
lest ,Ii jilqagltna jekk altna nkunu umli, nagltrfu 1-miierja tagltna u nindmu mill-haien Ii 
nkunu wettaqna. ' 

Hija drawwa antikafil-Knisja, lifil1esta tal-Preientazzjoni ta' Sidna Gesu,festa Ii altna 
nsibuha wkoll il1esta tal-"Gandlora'', tqassam ix-xema'/ost dawk lijkunupreienti, gltall­
Quddiesa pl'illcipali tal-gurnata, biex jixgheluhom waqt il-quddiesa, cerimonja Ii biha 1-
Knisja tjakkarna Ii Gesu huwa d-Dawl tad-dinja. Gesu huwa dawl spiritwali ghall-problemi 
u d-dubji kollha Ii jnawdu mo/th il-bniedem. Meta Xmun ref a' fuq dirgltajh Iii Gesu, qal: 
''Daw/ biex idawwal /ill-gnus". Gesu huwa wkoll il-helsien. Xmun kompla jghid: ''Issa, o 
Sinjur, ltalli lill-qaddej tieghek imur jis-sliem skond kelmtek, gltaliex gltajnejja raw il-helsien 
tieghek!" 

Barra mid-dawl ta' Sidna Gesu hemm ukoll dak ta' Marija, omm Gesu u ommna. "U inti 
sejf jinfidlek qalbek" kompla jg hid Xmun Iii Marija. Ommna Marija tgltallimna (a) is-sahlta 
fil-fidi, anke jekk din tit/ob minna sagrificCju fl-ideat, jil-qalb tagltna, kif ukoll jis-sensi 
taghna. (b) Tghallimna 1-kuragg u t-tama, iewg virtujiet tant bionnjuiifil-ltajja tagltna 
nisranija. 

Tajjeb, gltalhekk, Ii j'dawn il-granet ta' Gra:zzja, imnedija mill-Knisja Ommna, ir­
Randan lmqaddes, nirrikorru lejn Sidna Marija, biex timliena bil-qawwa u 1-kuragg, ha/Ii 
mdawlin minn Sidna Gesu, injittxu Ii nagltrju 1-iibalji tagltna, nitolbu mahjra taglthom, 
/ta/Ii nibdew ltajja gdida, ltajja Ii taghmilna aktar qrib Alla, aktar hienjajuq I-art, ltajja Ii 
twassalna fil-glorja Ji ltdan il-Missier, /tuna Gesu u Ommna Marija jis-sema. 



170 - "Madonna ta' Pinu", Jannar-Frar, 1989 

Ill 

lNNOLOGIJA ARJANA 
Mi/I-
E cc. T. Moris. 
lsqof N. Cauchi. 

(23) Poe iija altija Kontemporanja 
lntemmu din il-lista twila ta' poeti Ii f'kull 

imien u bl-ilsna differenti gfiannew it· 
tiffiir !ill-Madonna, billi nagfitu daqqa 
t'gnajn nafifa Iii names poeti Maltin, ta' 
imienna, u Ii tlieta minnhom huma 
raligj117i, jigifieri (Jiiwita, l<apuccin u patri 
ta' Gieiu. 

Patri Guzeppi Delia S.J. 
Patri Delia twieled is-Siggiewi fl-1 

t'April, 1900. Studja fl-iskola primarja tar­
rafial u fil-Kullegg ta' San Lwigi. Dafial 
novizz mal-Giiwiti fi Sqallija u kompla 1-
istudji teologici f'Dublin u f'Ruma. Gie 
ordnat sacerdot fl-lrlanda fil-31 ta' Lulju, 
1930. Fil-Kumpanija ta' Gesu, kellu diversi 
ufficcji, fosthom Rettur tal-Kullegg ta' San 
Lwigi, 1-ewwel provincjal tal-Provincja 
Maltija Ii nqatgfiet minn dik ta' Sqallija, 
superjur tad-dar tan-Naxxar u iktar tard 
f'dik ta' San Filippu ta' I-Isla. Kien edukatur 
gnaqli u predikatur magfiruf. 

Kellu nafna gfial qalbu 1-ilsien u 1-
letteratura Maltija u fiajjar diversi igfia­
iagn biex jagfituha gfiall-kitba. Kien 
wiened mill-membri tal-Kunsill tal­
Kittieba Maltin. Barra mill-publikazzjoni­
jiet ta' xefita axetika, bfialma huma 1-
meditazzjonijiet, fialla wkoll xi xogfilijiet 
poetici, fosthom "leggendl" u "Meta 
tofilom il-Qalb". Miet fid-29 ta' Settembru 
1980. (Lefien is-Sewwa 1 /11 /80 pag. 5). 
Patri Delia beda jikteb bil-Malti fl-1922, 
meta kien gnadu jistudja Spanja, fejn qaleb 
ukoll gfiall-lspanjol il-poeiija "Vjatku" ta' 
Dun Karm. Fil-poeiiji tiegfiu huwa gfiaraf 
jinseg flimkien is-semplicita ta' kliem fiafif 
mal-profondita tal-fisibijiet u tas­
sentimenti religjuii tiegfiu. F'wafida mil­
leggendi fielwin tiegfiu, "II-Madonna 
Purtinara" jesprimi 1-fiducja fil-Vergni 
Mbierka fil-mumenti ta' dubju u. ta' kriii. 
lmfiabbtu lejn ii-Madonna tinfiass ukoll 
f'poeiiji ofira bfial "Ave Marija" Ii minnha 
nisiltu din 1-istrofa: 

"Kif fuq ix-xefaq kemm-kemm bajdani, 
Troxx bi filewwithn tns scbfi id-dija, 
Lilek, Sultana, b'leninhom safi 
lsellmu 1-qniepen: Ave Marija''. 

Ruzar Briffa 
Kien iben Duminku Britta u Gannina 

Debono u twieled fil-Belt Valletta fis-16 ta' 
Jannar, 1906. rla 1-edukazzjoni tiegfiu fl­
iskola primarja tal-Gvern, fil-Liceo u fl­
Universita ta' Malta. Kiseb ii-grad B.Sc. fl-
1928 u d-Dottorat fil-Medicina fl-1932 u 
beda jafidem ta' tabib. Specjalizza fid­
dermatologija u fil-mard tropikali, billi 
gfiamel kors ta' studji fl-Institute of Derma­
tology ta' Londra u iefior fil-Calcutta 
School of Tropical Diseases, fl-lndja. Kien 
lecturer fuq dan is-suggett fil-Medical 
School mill-1951 sal-1963 u konsulent 
mediku f'diversi sptarijiet ta' pajjiina. 

Beda jofirog "lefien il-Malti" fl-1931 u 
flimien ma' Dr. Guie Bonnici, waqqaf 1-
Gfiaqda tal-Malti (Universita) fl-istess 
sena. 11-poeiiji tiegfiu, Ii qabel kienu dehru 
fil-Pronostku u f'xi rivisti letteraji, gew 
migbura fi ktieb stampat fl-1960. Dr. Rui:ar 
Briffa miet fit-22 ta' Frar, 1963 .. 

. Wanda mill-isbafi poel:iji Ii nargu mirm 
mofifi u minn qalb dan il-poeta hija talba 
lill-Addolorata Ii ggib 1-isem "11-Gfianja ta' 
l-lmnikket". 

0 Madonna tad-Duluri, 
mhux ii-ward 
jien fittixt fia nsebbafi darek 
u nfewwafilek Iii artalek, 
imma xewk minn qalb ix-xagfiri 
u 1-gfiollieq, marrad musfari, 
0 Madonna tad-Duluri, 
dana biss. 

0 Madonna tad-Duluri, 
1-ofirajn gew 
u bid-deheb gfiammru Iii darek 



u bil-nagar sawwru artalek -
jiena biss kont il-barrani, 
mingnajr ward u deheb il-gnani, 
jiena biss! 

0 Madonna tad-Duluri, 
ma stmerrejtx, 
Int 1-imnikkP.t (JP.wwri drirek, 
'ma tbissimt minn fuq artalek; 
kollok lllewwa, kollok nniena, 
serrant int lill-qalb gnajjiena, 
Inti biss! 

(11-Muza Maltija, Prof. G. Aquilina, 
pag. 131 ). 

Patri Mattew Sultana, Kapuccin 
Twieled ix-Xagnra, Gnawdex, fil-5 

t'Awissu, 1918. Wara Ii studja fl-iskola tal­
Gvern ta' ranal twelidu u fis-Seminarju 
t'Gnawdex, fl-1934 danal novizz mal­
Patrijiet KapucCini u rcieva 1-0rdinazzjoni 
Sacerdotali fl-1942. Barra mix-xognol ta' 
Kappillan fl-isptarijiet, Patri Mattew gnal­
lem fil-Kullegg ta' 1-0rdni, kif ukoll fl­
lstitut Tekniku tal-Gvern. (Profil Lenen is­
Sewwa, 28/6/80, pag. 7). Miet fis-17 ta' 
Frar, 1986. 

11-poeziji tiegnu dehru f'xi perijodici 
tosthom "Lenen 11-Maltl", "Lenen is­
Sewwa", u "Gnawdex". Gnamel · gabra 
tagnhom fil-ktieb "Hsieh u Hajja". Kiteb 
ukoll rumanz, "Destin ta' Mfiabba" 
(1959). 

Huma l<otrana 1-poeziji Ii kiteb dwar ii~ 
Madonna, specjalment fuq is-suggett tat­
Twelid tagnha, "Marija Bambina". Hija 
nelwa wkoll din is-silta mill-poezija "L-

"Madonna ta' Pmu"- Jannar-Frar, 1989 - 111 

Angelus" (11-Muza Maltija pag. 226): 

"Ma' tmiem il-jum kif tlleggeg 
is-sbullija .... 

Fl-ibliet u r-rnula kollha ddoqqqanpiena 
U ma' lellinha jitlob il-nolqien: 

"ls~Sliem Gnalik" ... u jgnid I-Ave 
Marija 

lmbagnad jimtedd fi lldan il-poezija. 

Dr. Anton Buttigieg LLD. 
Twieled il-Qala, Gnawdex minn Salva­

tore u Koncetta Falzon fid-1 9 ta' Frar, 
1912. Wara Ii temm 1-iskola primarja tal­
Qala, mar jitgnallem fis-Seminarju Minuri 
t'Gnawdex, fejn iltaqa' mal-Professur 
Guze Aquilina, Ii dak inhar kien student 
bnalu, u don moxxioh fl-owwol possi tol 
karriera letterarja biHi gnallmu 1-elementi 
tal-Prosodija Maltija. 

Meta 1-familja ta' Buttigieg marret 
toqgnod Malta, danllluh student fil­
Kullegg ta' San Luigi fejn Ma 1-rnatrikola. 
Wara danal is-Semmaqu tt.11-1 urJana u 
gnal tliet snin studja t-Teologija. Mill-Uni­
vornita to' Malta, Ila I grad ta' B.A. fl-19311 
u ta' Duttur fil-Ligi fl-1940. Barra milli 
nadem ta' Avukat, Dr. Buttigieg kien attiv 
fil-politika, sar Deputy Leader tal-Malta 
Labour Party fl-1962, kien membru tal­
Parlament, okkupa diversi ministeri 
fosthom dak tal-Gustizzja u ta' 1-Affarijiet 
Parlamentari u fl-1976 lanaq President 
tar-Repubbli!<a Maltija. Mietfil-5ta' Mejju, 
1983. . 
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Gie msejjan "il-poeta tan-natura" fuq 1-
ei:e mp ju tal-poeta lnglii: William 
Wordsworth. Buttigieg kiteb poei:iji 
magnrufin mhux biss gnall-nlewwa u 
ghall-originalita tagnhom, ii:da wkoll gnas­
sens religjui: 1-iktar profond Ii xi wfiud 
minnhom jafibu fihom. Fost il-kotba tal­
poei:ija Ii ppubblika, hemm "Mill-Gallerija 
ta' Zgfloziti" (1946), "Fanali bil-lejl" 
(1949) u "Ejjew nidflku ftit" Ii hu ktieb ta' 
epigrammi. 

11-qima tiegfiu lejn ii-Madonna, tidher 
f'diversi poei:iji tiegfiu fosthom wafida 
mill-aktar bikrin Ii minnha ser niefidu s­
silta Ii gejja, "Lil Omm Alla Tieglli": 

"Meta niftakar fik, Omm Alla tiegni, 
f'monfii kull nliqa ngib, safja b,ajdana: 
il-gilju ta' gol-wied mimli bil-fwiefia, 
fiamiema bajda fuq saqajn fiamrana. 

'Mma fl-istess fiin Ii narak bla tebgna, 
fuq il-Kalvarju, narak wisq mikd'uda, 
ndejn lbnek fuq salib bejn i:ewg 

nalliela, 
b'qalbek b'seba' xwabel d1onk 

minfuda! 

Patri Marjan Vella O~F.M. 
Twieled tas-Sliema fl-14 ta' Dicembru, 

1927, dafial novizz mal-Patrijiet ta' Giei:u 
fl-1942 u sar qassis fl-1952. Kiteb kemm 
proi:a kif ukoll poei:ija. "Gizimin Aflmar" 
huwa 1-ktieb Ii fih gabar il-poei:iji tiegnu 
gnat-tfal. Gnandu wkoll gabriet ofira ta' 
xoglllijiet ,poetici bnad- "Dgf'iajjes tal­
Karti" ippubblikat fl-1969 u "Qoffa Rifl'' 
mitbugfi fl-1985. Huwa awtur ta' zewg 
oratorji fuq San Fragisk u fuq ii-Madonna 
tas-Sacro Cuor. lppubblika wkoll tmien 
bijografiji, wallda minnhom dwar il­
Qaddej t'Alla Nazju Falzon. Patri Marjan 
miet fl-isptar San Luqa fil-25 ta' Frar, 
1988. !=fafna drabi fil-poei:iji tiagfiu jfafifi;:ir 
lill-Vergni Mbierka, u meta kien marid fl­
isptar qabel ma miet, kiteb 1-afinar sunett 
tiegfiu Ii huwa talba sabifia !ill-Madonna. 

!=fafna u fiafna poeti ofira barra mill-ftit Ii 
semmejna, fil-qasam tal-Letteratura 
Maltija, semmew b'tifllir lill-Vergni Omm 
Alla. Anna ser nieqfu hawn, bit-tama, Ii 
onrajn ikomplu x-xognol mi.bdi minna, u 
jagfituna tagfirif iktar snifi u dettaljat dwar 
dan is-suggett Ii huwa parti mhix i:gfiira 
tal-poei:ija religjui:a. 

TMIEM. 

IL-PURIFIKAZZJONI U L-PREZENTAZZJONI TAL-MADONNA 

Wara Ii gnalqilhom ii:-i:mien gfiall-purifikazzjoni tagfihom, skond il-ligi ta' Mose, 
naduh Gerusalernm biex jipprei:entawh 1111-Mulej u biex joffru sagnf1ccJu. 

(S. Luqa). 

Kienet il-konsagrazzjoni totali Ii Marija tat lilha nfisha Iii Alla u dan stfioqqilha 
tkun daqshekR magfiquda Miegfiu hekk Ii ssir Omm. 

(Sac. G. Albenone). 

11-verginita ta' Marija gabitilna karattru ta' konsagrazzjoni Ii ntgfiai:let mill-ofirajn 
kollha, biex tkun 1-0mm tal-gnus. 

(Max Thur/an). 

Gesu hu 1-ewwel tifel, "Primogenitu" gfiax kellu jigi pprei:entatfit-tempju, skond 
id-drawwa tal-Lhud. Marija tat lid-dinja "1-lben ikkonsagrat". 

(P. C. Landucci). 
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Ulied il-Knisja, afina wlied uko11 Marija. 
Hafna nsara jfiossu r-rabta tagfihom ma' 
din Ommna u anke jesprimuha, fil-familja, 
fit-talb, fl-apostolat marjan, u mhux inqas 
fii-ijajjar lis-santwarji ddedikati lilha. Iida 
kull laqgfia Ii jkollna magfiha Marija ma 
tridx filief tmexxina biex tlaqqaofina ma' 
Binha, il-veru Mgfiallem tagfina, alavolja 
kultant dak Ii jgfiallimna nsibuh iebes biex 
nifhmuh u iktar u iktar biex inwettquh. 

F'dawn l ·artikli qosra, parti minnhom 
ibba:iati fuq il-ktieb "The Hard Sayings 
of Jesus" ta' F.F. Bruce, ingeddu 1-fidufja 
f'Marija waqt Ii nistnajluha terga' 
ssemmaghlna /ehinha, bhal dak inhar tat­
tieg ta' Kana, biex b'nerqa kbira 
tgliidilna: 

Kunu Mela Perfetti (I) 

"Kunu meta perfetti bfialma hu perfett 
Missierkom Ii hu fis-smewwiet" (Mt 5:48). 
Kristu talab dan flimkien ma' gabra sfiifia 
ta' tagfilim iefior, kull darba b'certu para­
gun: "Smajtu x'intqal. .. imma jiena ngfiidil­
kom ", magnruf bfiala d-diskors tal­
muntanja. (cfr. Mt 5-7). 

Xi studjuii, quddiem din 1-istedina ta' 
Kristu, fiasbuh qed jagfimel sejfia doppja: 
wafida dik generali gnal kulfiadd, bfiala 
nsara komuni, u 1-ofira permezz ta' pariri 
ta' porfezzjoni, bnalma hi din, gfial dawk ta' 
fiajja ta' qdusija. Iida Kristu mhuxxi gfiaila 
ried ipoggi quddiemna, il-wanda jew 1-
onra, bfiallikieku bejn tnejn proposti 
minnu. Gfiandu 1-istess sejfia wafida gfial. 
kullladd, iida differenti minn dik Ii toffri d­
dinja. Hija s-sejna tas-Saltna 1-Gdida gfial 
dawk kollha Ii jridu jkunu segwaCi tiegfiu. 

Fil-fatt hemm qabza kbira b~jn dak Ii 
tgfiallem id-dinja u dak gdid ta' Kristu. Li 
tagnmel il-gid Iii min jagfimillek pjacir hu 
parir Ii jgfiallmuh anke 1-pagani, waqt Ii 
jgfiallmu wkoll Ii hu fiai:in tpatti 1-gid bid­
deni. Iida liema morali tgnallem Ii wiefied 
gnandu jagnmel il-gid safiansitra Iii min 
ikun gnamillu d-deni? Dik kristjana biss. 

Bi ex tassew nissiefibu fis-Saltna 1-Gdida 
jefitieg Ii 1-imgieba tagfina jkollha xi fiaga 
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aqwa, iktar .nobbli minn dik ta' 1-onrajn. 
"Ngnidilkom Ii jekk il-najja tajba tagnkom 
ma tkunx nafna anjar minn dik tal-kittieba 
u 1-Farii:ej, ma tidnlux fis-Saltna tas­
Smewwiet" (Mt 5:20). Hu fid-dawl ta' dan 
Ii Kristu qed isejnilna biex inkunu perfetti. 

l:zda nistaqsu: Gnaliex "bnalma hu 
perfett Missierkom Ii hu fis-smewwiet?" 
Min jista' jasal s'hemm? Mhux gnalxejn 
tipprova? 

Dig6 rajna Ii I kuntosttol-kliem ta' l<ristu 
huwa dwar 1-imnabba, u gnalhekk dwar 1-
imgieba tagnna mal-proxxmu. Kien Kristu 
stess Ii fisser min hu 1-proxxmu u 
x'imgiobo gnandu jkollna miegnu. (cf1. 11-
Parabbola tas-Samaritan it-Tajjeb, Lq 
10:25-37). 

lr-ragunament Ii toffri d-dinja hu bognod 
minn dak Ii jgnallem Kristu. Nistnajluha 
tistaqsi: "Gnax gnandi ngib runi ta' 
proxxmu ma' dak Ii miegni ma gabx runu 
hekk?" Biex jilqa' kontra din id-diffikulta, 
id-dixxiplu ta' Kristu jentieg Iii xi nadd 
bnala mudell, bnala ideal tiegnu, anke fejn 
hu difficli. Dan il-mudell hu "Missierkom Ii 
hu fis-smewwiet, itelfa' x-xemx tiegnu sew 
fuq il-ni:iena sew fuq it-tajbin, u jnii:i:el ix­
xita sew fuq min hu tajjeb u sew fuq min 
mhuwiex". (Mt 5:45}. 

Huwa Missier Ii ma jagnmilx diskrimi-

nazzjoni fl-imnabba tiegnu. U kien Kristu ii 
gnamilna wlied dan il-Missier biex ingorru 
fina dak ix-xebh anke fl-imgieba tagnna. 
Anna gnandna nkunu 1-kopja fidila tiegnu 
fejn tidnol 1-imnabba lejn 1-onrajn. F'San 
Luqa, fit-test parallelu gnal dak ta' San 
Mattew, Kristu jkompli jfissrilna: "U tkunu 
wlied AllaJ-gnoli Ii hu tajjeb ma' 1-ingrati u 
1-ni:iena. f=tennu, bnalma hu nanin 
Missierkom". (Lq 6:35-36). 

GnalkP.mm f'San Luqa kliP.m Kristu h11 xi 
ftit differenti, nistgnu nigbru z-i:ewg ver­
i:jonijiet flimkien biex nifhmu 1-wanda 
permezz ta' 1-onra, waqt Ii t-tnejn flimkien 
nistgnu narawhom xi n;:i(J;:i hekk: "lntom 
gnandkom tkunu perfetti fl-egnmejjel tal­
nniena tagnkom, gnax hekk hu Alfa". Jew 
fi kliem ienor: "Bnalma 1-Missier tagnna 
huwa kollu nniena mis-sema, hekk uko.11 
intom gnandkom turu nniena fuq I-art". 

ls-sens tas-sejna Ii gnamlilna Kristu 
mhux wiened tqil biexjiftiehem daqskemm 
hu tqil biex jigi mwettaq. Gnandna 
gnalhekk stedina, gnalina 1-insara, biex: 

a) nagnmlu xi naga anjar Ii tiddistin­
gwina mill-bnedmin 1-onra, u 

b) innarsu lejn 1-aqwa ezempju Ii nsibu 
f'Alla nnifsu, biex inkunu nistgnu nimxu 'I 
quddiem (kunu perfetti). 

TR ID T G Ii IN I 
II 

I I 
II II 

Jekk inti gfiandek xi kotba Ii jistofiu b'xi mod igfiinu Iii dawk Ii jkunu 
jridu jagfimlu uzu mill-Biblijoteka Marjana tas-Santwarju u gfialik ma 
humiex ta' siwi, lilna jistgfiu jiswewlna finfna jekk tgfiinna sabiex 
nakkwistawhom. 

Dawk Ii jirregalaw aktar minn 500 ktieb ikollhom riservata 
gfialihom sezzjoni mill-Biblijoteka Ii tissemma 11N.N. Memorial 
library". 

Naccettaw ukoll oggetti · 1i huma zejda gfialik jew tfioss Ii jistgfiu 
jkunu utli gfiall-Muzew Ii gfiandna 1-fisieb Ii nwaqqfu fis­
Santwarju. 
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KAN. JOE MEJLAK 

TATIANA GORITCHEVA U L-MADONNA 
11-magnruf kittieb Rene Lauretin, fil-ktieb 

tiegf\u "Tutte le genti mi diranno beata", 
jippublika siltiet dwar waf\da mara Russa, atea 
(jigifieri ma temminx b'Alla), jisimha Tatiana 
Goritcheva, Ii bil-mod ii-mod resqet lejn ii­
Madonna. 

Min hi Tatiana Goritcheva? Trabbiet ma' 
genituri atei u giet edukata fl-ateiimu. Waqqfet 
1-ewwel moviment femminista fir-Russja u tatu 
1-isem ta' Marija. 

Wara Ii gf\exet f\ajjitha f'civilta atea, sabet 1-
ekwilibriju tagf\ha f'Marija, Omm Kristu. Hija 
stess irrakkontat il-konverijoni tagf\ha finter­
vista Ii saritilha fil-15 ta' Marzu, 1982. 
Nisimgnu lilha tirrakkonta. 

"Jiena twelidt go familja atea. Kont ninteres­
sa JUfli fil-Filosorija. Bdejt 11i11te1 essd r ufli fil­
yoya. 

"Darba kont qed nagf\mel meditazzjoni u 
bdejt ngnid ii "Missierna" gnax fil yoga I 
"Missierna" hi forma ta' meditazzjoni. Bdejt 
ngllid din it-talba mingnajr ma kont nemmen bl­
ebda mod Ii hemm Alla tis-Serna. 

"lzda, malli gnidt il-"Missierna" xi names 
jew sitt darbiet, irrealizzajt Ii dan il-Missier 
mhux biss jeiisti, iida jnobbni wkoll u nalaq kull 
naga madwarna. 

"U skoprejt lili nnifsi bnala bniedma u bnala 
mara f'gnaqda ma' 1-0mm t'Alla. 

"Din 1-esperjenza u kuntatt ta' mnabba u 
djalogu ma' 1-0mm t'Alla hi 1-baii ta' najjitna 
gewwa r-Russja. Fil-Punent, ittendejt Ii 1-0mm 
t'Alla xi drabi hija figura ideali biss, anzi xi 
kultant mhix accettata, 

"Iida gnalina, 1-0mm t'Alla, Teotokos', mhix 
idea jew figura ideali. Iida 1-0mm t'Alla hija 
qrib tagnna aktar milli anna qribtagnna nfusna. 
Gnalina, Marija hija persuna reali; hija persuna 
komplita u trasfigurata Ii tgllinna biex anna 
nittrasfiguraw runna (jigifieri ninbidlu gnall­
anjar). 

"Meta stqarrejt dawn il-nsibijiet tieglli fil­
Punent, kien hemm min qalli Ii f\a 1-impressjoni 
Ii anna npoggu Iii Marija flok Kristu, jew qabel 
Kristu. Dan igur Ii le. Kristu hu Alla, "veru Alla 
u veru bniedem". U 1-0mm t'Alla mhix 
"sr.rnen" hiex tgnatti Iii Kristu, iida hija Dik Ii 
twassalna gnand Kristu. 

"Kristu na 1-gisem f'Marija, u gnalina Marija 
hija xbieha tal-Knisja. Fl-istess nin hi gnandha 
post specjali fil-Knisja Ii tagnha hija membru. Hi 
1-0mm t'Alla u t-triq Ii twassalna gnand Kristu. 

'.'Marija hija preienti f'flajjitna daqs Kristu, 
b'mod car u Ii nistgnu mmissuha b'idejna, tant Ii 
ma nistgnux inqisu Iii Marija bnala naga j~w 
persuna astratta (jigifieri qisha xi naga jew xi 
p_ersuna Ii qiegnda tgnix fl-ajru, 'ii bognod 
minna)". 
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~NTWA JI MARJAN/ 
F'GHAWDEX 

Kitba ta' MONS. CARMELO SCICLUNA, Arcipriet tal-Katidral 

(12) ll-KOLLEGGJATA BAZILIKA 
TAT-TWELID TAl-MADONNA 

Wiene.d ukoll huwa s-Santwarju Marjan 
Ii jinsab fir-ranal tax-Xagnra. Dan is-sant­
warju hu ddedikat lit-Twelidtal-Madonna. 

Patri Alessandru Bonnici O.F.M. fl­
artiklu tiegnu dwar ii- "Grajjiet Bikrin tal­
Parrocca tax-Xagnra" Ji deher f'pagna 17 
tal-ktieb Ii fakkar egnl uq il-100 sen a mill­
Konsagrazzjoni ta' din il-Knisja Parrokkjali 
tax-Xagnra jgl1idilna hekk: "Waqt il-vi:Zta 
pastorali tiegnu, fis-sena 1687, 1-lsqof 
David Cocco Palmeri nteban bil-bi:onn Ii 
jwaqqaf xi parrocci godda fl-irnula ta' 
Gnawdex Ii kienu mbegl1din mir-Rabat. 
Dawn 1-innawi Ii kienu fil-bi:onn ta' 
Parrocca, ma jissemmewx biss bl-isem tal­
post; huma jissejnu bit-titlu tal-Knisja 
ewlenija taghhom. Gnalhekk, naqraw 
f'dokument qadim, Ii llum jinsab ippubbli­
kat (Ara Alex. Bonnici, '11-Matrici Kollcg 
gjata ta' I-Assunta u 1-ewwel parrocci ta' 
Gnawdex', 1975, pp. N 8-120) Ii 1-Parrocci 
kellhom bi:onn isiru f'Santa Margerita ta' 
Sannat, f'Sant'Anton tax-Xagnra, f'Santa 
Marija tal-Qala, u f'Santa Marija tal­
Mirakli (Din ta' 1-annartissemma mingnajr 
indikazzjoni tal-post; imma nafu Ii hi dik 
tai:-Zebbug.)" 

11-knisja ta' Sant'Anton Abbati Ii giet 
magni:ula bnala 1-ewwel Knisja Parrokkjali 
tax-Xagnra, ma bdietx il-nidma parrokkjali 
tagnho fit-28 to' April, 1688, meta 1-lsqof 
Cocco Palmeri nareg id-digriet tiegnu tat­
twaqqif ta' 1-4 parrocci msemmija, imma 
meta dan id-digriet gie kkonfermat minn 
Ruma fil-5 ta' Marzu, 1689. U bi ex inkunu 
aktar ei:atti, din il-Knisja bdiet tiffunzjona 
ta' parrocca fl~ 10 ta' Gun ju, 1689, meta I-

AWWAI Krippilllm, Dun Bernard Formo£a, 
na 1-pussess tiegnu, ei:attament erbat 
ijiem wara Ii din il-konferma waslet minn 
Ruma .. Ftit wara Ii din il-Knisja ta' 
Sant'Anton Abbati giet magni:ula bnala 1-
Knisja Parrokkjali, il-poplu tax-Xagnra 
minnufih beda janseb biex jibni knisja 
onra ikbar fejn hemm il-knisja parrokkjali 
llum. Din il-Knisja tlestiet fis-sena 1692 u 
fil-25 ta' Mejju ta' 1-istess sena giet 
mafitura bllala 1-parrocca wandanija ta' 
dan ir-ranal. Dan it-tempju gdid, mibni 
mill-lsqallin, kien gie ddedikat lill­
Madonna tal-Grazzji. lmma dan it-titlu ma 
damx ma gie mibdul. Kien id-9 ta' Ottubru, 
1692, meta t-titlu tal-Madonna tal-Grazzji 
tbiddel f'dak tat-Twelid tal-Madonna 
bnalma gnadu sal-gurnata tal-lum. 

11-Knisja ta' Sant'Anton Abbati damet 
isservi ta' parrocca sal-25 ta' Mejju, 1692. 

Mal-91qa nat1ta tas-snin, il-poplu tax­
Xagnra beda jikber gmielu u allura nass il­
bionn Ii jkollu knisja akbar. Tant hu hekk, 
illi fis-sena 1813, il-Kappillan Dun Vincenz 
Cauchi neggeg lill-parruccani tiegnu biex 
jibnu knisja gdida. Malajr inbeda x-xognol 
ta' din I opra gdida rnill-irngnallem 
Frangisk Portelli mir-Rabat fuq pjanta tal­
Kanonku Dun Salv Bondi. 

Iida x-xorti mxiet naiin mal-bini ta' din · 
il-knisja. F'dan ii-i:mien nakmet il-pesta 
f'Gnawdex. lx-xognol kellu bilfors jieqaf. 
!=lafna nies mietu fosthom 1-istess Kappil­
lan u 1-poplu kollu

0

tal-giira waqa' f'faqar 1-
iktar kbir. Gnall;lekk, il-poplu tax-Xagnra 
ma setax jagnti aktar flus gnall-bini ta' din 
il-knisja. r 

Iida b'xorti tajba fis-sena 1833 lanaq 



l<appillan ta' din il-knisja Dun Mikiel 
Frangisk Buttigieg - dak Ii iktar tard kellu 
jkun 1-ewwel lsqof ta' Gnawdex. Dan mill­
gdid neggeg lill-poplu tax-Xagnra biex ikun 
generui: nalli titkompla 1-knisja mibdija. U 
biex jagnmel kuragg lill-poplu kien hu 
stess Ii ta somma ta' flus gnall-bini tal­
knisja. 

Flimkien mal-Kappillan Buttigieg nadmu 
wkoll bla heda u stinkaw bis-snin gnat­
tkomplija ta' din il-knisja Dun Frangisk 
Mer ciecd u Dun Guieµµ Xerr i Ii yew ink.cHi­
gati gnal dan ix-xognol mill-lsqof Sant kif 
tixhed 1-ewwel Vii:ta Pastorali tiegnu tas­
sena 1848. 

Dan il-maqdes gdid tlesta fl-.l 855 u gie 
mbierek b'festa 1-iktar sabina mill-Vigarju 
Generali Dun Vincens Chapelle fil-14 ta' 
Frar ta' 1-istess sena. Folol kbar ta' nies 
nadu sehem fic-cerimonja tat-tberik tal­
knisja. 

lllum il-knisja tax-Xagnra hi mgnammra 
b'pittura mill-isban. Bii:i:ejjed ngnidu Ii 
f' dan it-temp ju nsibu xoglllijiet ta' Virginio 
Monti, Gui:e Call, Frangisk Zahra u Karlu 
Gimach. 

li:da bla dubju ta' xejn 1-arzella ta' tuq il­
kor gnall-gmiel u s-sbullija tagnha tiswa 1-
knisja kollha. Bosta huma dawk id-dilet­
tanti Ii ta' spiss ii:uru din il-knisja biex 
joqoglldu jitpaxxew bil-nlewwa ta' din 1-
arzella. 

Dawn 1-annar 20 sena mbagnad f'dan it­
tempju saru bosta xognlijiet ta' rnam mill­
ifjen. Bii:i:ejjed insemmu 1-paviment, il­
kancell, i:ewg ventartali, il-famui: pulptu u 
1-kisi tal-knisja kollha. L-opri kbar Ii mal­
mixja tas-snin qeghdin isiru - f'dan it­
tempju juru bic-car kemm il-poplu tax­
Xaghra jghoi:i: dan it-tempju bhala 1-
egni:ei: naga ta' qalbu. 

Dan is santwarju gio mgnolli gnad 
dinjita ta' Kolleggjata fis-sena 1900 b'rak­
komandazzjonl ta' 1-lsqof Camilleri. Fl-
1950 f'din il-knisja saru festi specjali biex 
ifokkru c-cinkwantinarju ta' dan il­
privilegQ., Din il-knisja giet ikkonsagrat.a 
fis-26 ta' Mejju 1878 . mill-lsqof ta' 
Gnawdex, Pietru Pace. Saret arcipretali 
fis-sena 1893 u giet imi:ejna bit-titlu ta' 
Bai:ilika fis-sena 1967. 
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l-lstatwa ta' Marija Bambina fil­
Kolleggjata Bazilika tax-Xagfira Ii giet 
inkurunata fit-2 ta' Settembru, 1973 
mill-lsqofta' Gfiawdex, Mons. N. Cauchi 

Grajja importanti onra gnal din il-Knisja 
Bai:ilika hija di~ ta' 1-lnkurunazzjoni ta' 1-
istatwa ta' Marija Bambina fit-2 ta' Set­
tembru, 1973, mill-lsqof ta' Gnawdex, 
Mons. N. Cauchi, meta 1-parrocca kienet 
bla Ragnaj, billi f'Lulju 1973 kien miet 1-
Arcipriet Mons. M'Ang Cauchi. Fil-fatt 1-
Arcipriet tal-lum, Mons. Ewkaristiku 
Sultana Ila 1-pussess ta' din il-parrocca fl-
14 t'Ottubru, 1973. 

F'dawn 1-annar snin, · H-parro¢ca tax­
Xagnra gnamlet progr~ss kbir fil-qasam 
ppstorali u fil-prei:ent din il-parrocca 
qeynda Lkun in-nieqa ta' bosta vokazzjonl­
jiet sacerdotali. 

Tassew Ii s-Santwarju Marjan tax­
Xagnra huwa wiened mill-isban gawhriet 
Ii qegndin ii:ejnu '1-gi:ira tat-tliet gnoljiet. 
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IL-MADONNA 

TA' PINU 

Fl PRATO 

L-ITALJA 
Don Orfeo Pastorelli, kappillan tal-Parrocca ta' 
San Silvestru, ibierek 1-inkwadru tal-Madonna 

ta' Pim.1 

Bnalma kulfiadd jaf, id-devozzjoni lejn ii-Madonna ta' Pinu qiegfida tixtered f'nafna 
pajjizi. L-ewwel pajjiz kien Tunes, wara 1-Awstralja permezz ta' nutna 1-emigranti 
Gnawdxin, 1-lndja, il-Germanja u issa wkofl fl-ltalja. 

Dan 1-annar, sacerdot Gnawdxi Ii ta' kull sena jitla' Prato sabiex jagfimel xogfiol 
pastorali, rnexxielu jdanfial id-devozzjoni lejn ii-Madonna Ta' Pinu fil-parrocca ta' San 
Silvestru, Tobbiana,gewwa Prato. 

Kien nhar il-rladd, 1-1 ta' Jannar, 1989, festa tal-Madonna OmmAlla, meta 1-kappillan 
don Orfeo Pastorelli bierek quddiem folla kbira ta' nies 1-inkwadru ta I-Madonna ta' Pi nu. L­
inkwadru '!:al-Madonna gie pprezentat lill-Parrocca ta' Tobbiana minn sacerdot Gfiawdxi. 

Wara 1-quddiesa sar il-bews tax-xbieha tal-Madonna. ln-nies 
kollha prezenti resqu jbusu x-xbieha tal-Madonna 

lt-tberik ta' 1-inkwadru 
sar wara 1-quddiesa 
tad-9.00 a.m. fejn wara, 
il-kappillan u s­
sacerdot Gfiawdxi 
kellmu lin-nies fuq il­
grajja tal-Madonna Ta' 
Plnu. 11-kapplllan 
tkellem ukoll fuq il­
grajja ta' Pinu wara 1-
quddiesa tal-11.00 a.m. 
u tal-b.00 ta' til­
gnaxija. 



L-inkwadru gnaziz tal­
Madonna ta' Pinu tpogga fuq 1-
artal il-jum kollu espost gnall­
qima tal-fidili. Wara 1-quddiesa 
tal-5.00 p.m. saret purcissjoni 
bl-inkwadru u wara tpogga fil­
knisja. t=lafna nies poggew fjuri 
u xema' quddlem lx-xbieha tal­
Madonna u tqassmu 500 santa 
tal-Madonna ta' Pinu bit-talba 
bit-Taljan. 

N1ttama 11 qass1s1n ohra 
Gnawdxin idanlllu din id-devoz­
zjoni fil-pajjiz fejn qed jalldmu. 
B'hekk id-devozzjoni lejn ii­
Madonna ta' Pinu tinxtered 
mad-dinja. 

FR. A. SCHEMBRI. 

---o---

11-kappillan Don Orfeo Pasto­
rell i juri 1-inkwadru tal­
Madonna lin-nies prezenti. 
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Parti mill-folla prezenti flimkien mal-kappillan imdawrin madwar 1-inkwadru tal­
Madonna jiefidu ritratt bfiala tifkira tal-migja ta' 1-inkwadru tal-Madonna fil­

parrocca tagfihom 
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How an extraordinary oversight was remedied in a more extraordinary way. The 
story of the incredible. constructional success of 

the famous stairway 
A few years had passed since I first heard of the remarkable church in Santa Fe, New 

Mexico, our Lady of Ught Chapel. A great deal has been written and said about this church, 
or to be more precise the stairway within the building. Recently I was presented with a 
picture of tho romarkoblu cornHruction so I thought µer haµs Lile story would be worth telling 
yet again. Just over 150 yoorH ago the Bisters of Loretto lefl Kentucky and travelled down 
the Mississippi River until they landed at St Louis. This was not their destination; they were 
heading southwest to Santa Fe. 

In the fall of 1852, they established a 
convent there and some twenty years or so 
l<Her In 1873 they added o Gothic chapel. 
At the suggestion of Bishop Lamy, the 
church was built to a similar design oG the 
Sainte-Chapelle in Paris. 

It took five years to complete the work on 
the new church but no sooner had the 
builders declared it finished - than it was 
discovered, to everyone's horror, that it 
was anything but: there was no way to ,9et 
from the body of the church to the choir loft 

One can imagine the state the good 
sisters were in, but they were resolute 

women and refused to panic. They discus­
sed and decided tllaL indeed tlli!:> was a 
tlnrn ror j..>r aym. 

So they resolved to turn to St Joseph and 
through a novena to him asked him toaind 
them in their dilemma. 

Now it is at this point that the real story 
begins through the arrival of a wey-haired 
man riding a donkey. He was carrying with 
him a chest similar to that used by carpen­
ters to carry their tools. 

On dismounting from the donkey the 
stranger asked to speak to the Sister 
Superior. Mother Magdeline was in charge 

ikompli f'pagna 196 
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~fa£ ~~ 

fJ£-~uW;? 
(ANTON FARRUGIA jkellom lit tfal devoti tat-Madonna) 

Gneziei: Tfal, 

Qed niktbilkom dawn il-kelmtejn fil-bidu 
tas-sena 1989. Fil-bidu tas-sena jentieg 
nagnmlu dawk Ii bl-lngliz isejnulhom 
"New Year's Resolutions", jigifieri propo­
nimenti, Ii matul is-sena Ii tkun gejja: 

* nagnmlu xi naga tajba Ii s'issa ma 
konniex nagnmluha; 

* naqtgnu xi difett jew xi naga nazina Ii 
qabel konna nagnmlu u issa, minn din is­
sena, ma nagnmluhx ii:jed; 

* inzidu nagnmlu b'aktar negga xi naga 
tajba, Ii gnalkemm konna nagnmluha 
matul is-snin Ii gnaddew, konna 
nagnmluha bi traskuragni u bi ftit qalb. 

Gneziez tfal, duru dawra madwarkom. 
Araw hemmx xi naga tajba Ii forsi gnadkom 
ma bdejtux tagnmluha, per ezempju: ftit 
qari tal-Bibbja kull nhar ta' l=tadd, xi siegna 
ciuor du.joni Iii Gesu Sagramentat darba 
fix-xahar, ecc. Araw hemmx xi naga tajba 
Ii, gnalkemm qeglldin tagnmluha, imma 
jelltieg Ii tagnmluha b'aktar ezattezza, 
b'aktar serjeta u attenzJonl. Btlal ngtlldu 
rinrvr· c"tktl'lr 5~rj~tti u attenzjoni woqt il­
ri11rlrliQsa tal-l=tarlrl; aktar serjeti;r u atten­
zjoni waqt ir-Ruzarju ta' kuljum; ma nfallux 
gnalxejn b'xejn 1-Gnaqda Kattolika Ii 
nattendu flha, ecc. Naraw ukoll Lrabbretx 
fina xi drawwa nazina: kliem zejjed u bla 
bi:onn, 1-istudju ma niendux bis-serjeta u 
niddejqu, nirrispondu bil-goff lill-genituri 
jew lit-teachers tagnna, forsi bdejna 

nlissnu xi kelma naiina jew pastaia ... 
Dawn 1-affarijiet hemm bi:onn lijinqatgnu. 
Huwa zmien tajjeb f'dawn 1-ewwel 
gimgnat tas-sena 1989 Ii nagnmlu rii:oluz­
zjonij~et sodi u nongru daqsxejn lilna 
nfusna, Ii nirfinaw lilna nfusna kemmxejn 
izjed. U mhux biss f'dawk il-nwejjeg Ii 
jmissu lir-run imma anke f'dawk il-nwejjeg 
Ii jmissu 1-gisem, fil-manjieri tagnna, fl· 
istudju tagnna, fil-'general knowledge' 
tagnna, fl-ilbies tagnna ..... 

~alli, meta fl-annar ta' din is-sena 1989, 
nigu biex nagnmlu 1-kontijiet magnna 
nfusna, jekk il-Bambin irid, insibu Ii morna 
'I quddiem, sirna aktar bravi u avanzajna 
kemm fir-run u kemm fil-gisem. 

Tkun tabilllaqq nasra jekk xi difetti zgnar 
(jew forsi kbarl) Ii bdejna bihom din is­
sena, ikunu gnadhom magnna fl-annar 
tas-sena. lkun jistnoqqilna canfira jekk ix­
xinaga tajba Ii qegndin nagnmlu ma 
nitnabtux biex nagnmluha anjar u nirfinaw 
lilna nfusna minn kull aspett. 

Jien, min-nana tiegni, gnamilt 
rii:oluzzjoni Ii nixtieq ini:ommha u ser 
nrpprova nzommha kemm rnsta': Ma 
nixtioqx tgnoddi gurnoto wanda minn fuqi 
Ii fiha ma nkunx gnidt xi kelma gnall-gid Iii 
xi nadd. Dan il-proponiment tistgnu 
tagnmluh intom ukoll. Fern biss illalli 
warajh jekk twettquh. 

Gesu u Marija jberkuna. 
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LU 
Kitba ta' FRANK DUFF 

Maqlub gnall-Malti minn JOSEPHINE FORMOSA 

Hu skond 1-ordni tal-bi:onn Ii gnandu 
jkollna f'monnna stampa kemm jista' jkun 
snilla taz-zewg Persuni Qaddisa ma' min 
nittamaw Ii nqattgnu 1-eternita u Ii issa qed 
imexxuna fit-triq difficli tagnna. Dwar Ii 
jkollna stampa sllina qed nitkellem b'sens 
relattiv. Gnaliex tkun naga impossibbli Ii 
tkun taf bizzejjed fuq Gesu u Marija. lzda 
gnandna nirsistu Ii jkollna dan 1-gnarfien. 
Hawn irrid infisser Ii jkollna xi naga aktar 
mill-veritajiet dottrinali Ii tgnallimna 1-
Knisja. Jien inzid ma' dawn il-meditazzjo­
nijiet u 1-ispekulazzjonijiet Ii tawna kittieba 
religjuzi. Ma jkunx korrett Ii tqis dal­
materjal bnala biss xognol ta' nies twajba Ii 
bassru dwaru. Dejjem kellu xi pedament Ii 
tista' torbot fuqu u Ii jista' jgllin nafna f'li 
jdawwar duttrlna f'persuna. Sakemm 
Gesu u Marija ma jkunux persuni cari 
gnalina jkun diffiCli Ii tnobbhom kif jixraq. 
Huma kienu individwi tabilllaqqtad-demm 
u 1-lanam l'i gnexu 1-najja komuni f'post 
magnruf u fcertu zmien. Gnandu jkollna 
idea xi kwalita ta' najja kienet, u tal­
nwejjeg Ii kienu jiltaqgnu magnhom, u ta' 
dawk Ii kienu jinteressaw runhom fihom. 
Gnarfien iddettaljat ignin id-devozzjoni. 

F'dan il-p106es& nislyFiu nii:>illu naflli::l Ii 
mo nkunux nofuh b'mod owtorcvoli. 11-
Lhud kienu poplu konservattiv. I igijiet 1.1 

drawwiet iffurmaw 1-imgieba tagnhom fl­
icken dettal. Gesu u Marija nsibuhom 
Jaqblu b'mod l-1k.Li::l1 f1d1I l'di::ln 11-mod La' 
najja. Jekk nigbru flimkien dawn il-nafna 
bicciet ta' informazzjoni nonolqu stampa 
tagnhom najja u ragunevolment gusta. 
Meta 1-nsieb jagnmlilna dan familjari 
gnalina, Gesu u Marija jiendu dimensjoni 
onra fil-menti tagnna. lsiru distinti u qrib 
tagnna daqs il-familjari tagnna Ii nallewna 
u Ii konna nafu b'mod hekk intimu. 

Dan jisforza Ii jpingilna I-mod ta' najja Ii 
Gesu u Marija gnexu f'art twelidhom u fi 
zmienhom. Gnal-Lhud, pajjizhom kien 
imxeblek. Lolallmmt fi1 -1 ellgjon taghhom. 
Dan verament kien il-kaz liema bnalu ta' 
Gesu u Marija. Dawn il-nwejjeg ma kinux 
semplicement bnal palkjew issettjar gnali­
hom, Ii fiha nfisha tkun naga importanti, 
izda fil-fatt juru lilhom u jmexxuna lejhom. 
lt-Testment il-Qadim mimli suggetti Ii 
huma tipi, xbiehat u profeziji tagnhom. U 
nibqgnu certi illi dit-turija divina tidnol fil­
profondita ta' dettal Ii qatt ma naslu nfandu 
gnaliha kompletament fuq din in-nana ta' 
1-eternita, ukoll meta qed nakkwistaw 
sikwit dwal godda. 

Gnalhekk gnandna naqraw u nansbu fuq 
I-Art lmqaddsa nfisha. Gesu zgur Ii mexa 
fuqha kollha. Mingnajr ebda dubju Hu 
nabb b'sanntu kollha dan it-territorju Ii 
Missieru ta lill-Poplu Magnzul b'pajjizu. 
Gnalhekk bl-immaginazzjoni tagnna 
gnandna nsegwu 1-passi Tiegnu u 
nipprovaw innarsu lejn il-postijiet u onrajn 
ta' importanza aktar (landmarks) bis-senti­
menti Tiegnu, kif San Pawl jirsistilna Ii 
nagnmlu f'kollox. 

D1'wn ir-rim;:irki, hil-nsieb Ii jservu ta' 
introduzzjoni, probabilment igegnlukom 
tistennew xi katalgu ta' 1-ivvjaggar gnall­
Art lmqaddsa. lzda 1-iskop tieglli hu Ii 
tikkoncentraw l-attenzjon1 tagnkom tuq 
parti zgnira nafna minn din I-art; possibil­
ment mhux aktar minn 3.6 tomniet fid­
daqs; mhix xi belt izda dar. M'gnadhiex 
tezisti. L-istorja tagnha kienet qasira. 
Madankollu tibqa' tiddi bil-gmiel tagnha 
fis-snin lnsara. Hi magnrufa gnalina bnala 
c-Cenaklu jew il-kamra ta' tuq f'Gerusa­
lemm, fejn sarct l·Af=IHAR lkla. 
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"U wasal jum l-A i:imi, il­
jum Ii fih kien ikollhom 
jissagrifikaw il-liaruf ta' l­
Gliid. Gesu bagliat Iii Pietru 
u 'l Gwanni u qalilhom: 
'Morru hejjulna l-ikla ta' l­
Ghid lialli nieklu l-liaruf'. " 

(Luqa 22, 7-8). 

L-Gnid, imwaqqaf meta 1-Lhud kienu se 
jitilqu mill-Egittu, kien xbieha tas-sagri­
ficcju tal-f=faruf t'Alla. ls-Sinjur tagnna 
kien wasal biex jiccelebra 1-annar Gnid 
Tiegnu Ii kien se jinbidel minn xbieha gnal 
sustanza. Bnala bidu, Hu kien ta ordni 
importanti lii:-i:ewg Appostli favoriti 
Tiegnu. Jidher car Ii bbai:a dan fuq narsa 
fil-gejjieni u 1-inkorporazzjoni fil-Pjan 
Tiegnu ta' dak Ii ra. 

11-Vangelu ta' San Luqa (XXll, 8-111) 
jitkellem hekk: "Gesu bagnat Iii Pietru u Iii 
Gwanni u qalilhom, 'Morru u lestulna 1-ikla 
ta' 1-Gl'iid'. li:da huma qalu: 'Fejn tridna Ii 
nlcstu7' U Hu qolilhom: 'Arow, l<iftir:ll'ilu fil · 
belt, tiltaqgnu ma' ragel igorr garra ilma. 
Morru warajh u idnlu fid-dar fejn jidnol. U 
intom tgnidu Iii dak ir-ragel twajjeb tad­
dar: 'L-lmgnallem qallek: Fejn hi s-sala fejn 
nista' niekol 1-ikla ta' 1-Gnid mad-dixxipli 
Tiegni?'. U Hu jurikom kamra kbira ta' 1-ikel 

mgnammra. u hemmhekk lestu.'' U 
dawk huma u sejrin sabu kif intqalilhom. U 
meta waslet is-siegna, qagnad bil-qiegllda 
u t-tnax 1-appostlu miegnu." 

Dak fetan il-grajja stupenda Ii nsejnulha 
"L-Annar lkla". Twaqqfet 1-Ewkaristija. L­
annar att tar-Redenzjoni beda. 

11-kelma "Cenaklu" gejja mil-Latin 
"cenare", Ii tfisser tagnmel 1-ikla ta' fil-, 
gnaxija. lc-cenaklu kien kamra wanda 
m1nn dar. L>1k 1d-dar part1kulan k1enettuq 1-
Gnolja ta' Sijon, isem Ii danal f'titlu 
familjari gnalina: Madonna ta' Sijon. 

N1m1w mill-Atti ta' 1-Appostli {1, 13) illi 1-
Appostli baqgnu jgnixu f'dik id-dar wara 1-
lejl ta' rlamis ix-Xirka, gnaddew mid­
dei:olazzjoni tal-Gimgna 1-Kbira u tas-Sibt 
u baqgnu sal-f=famis ta' Lapsi - Jum it­
Tlugn is-Serna. Kien hemmhekk illi 
rritornaw immedjatament wara Ii raw Iii 
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Gesu tiela' s-sema nhar il-i=tamis ta' Lapsi. 
L-Atti jiddeskrivu lic-Cenaklu bnala 1-
gnamara ta' 1-Appostli u jgnidu dwaru, Ii 
gnalih kellhom bognod tul mixja ta' Sibt 
mill-Gholja taz-iebbug. Dan qisu 
jammonta daqs tliet kwarti ta' mil sas-sur 
tal-belt u flimkien mad-distanza Ii jibqa' 
sac~centru tal-belt fejn kienet wieqfa d­
dar. 

Min rn(J;:i' l11rn? O;:iwk kollh;:i Ii rnw lis­
Sinjur tagnna jitlaq: 1-Appostli, id-dixxipli 
rgiel u nisa, u Marija - in-numru kien 
ilannaq 120. Din il-komunita Ii emmnet 
b'mod ferventi kienu jiffurmaw il-Knisja 
ta' dak in-nhar. KiP.n numrn 7.gnir Ii jhikki 
meta tikkunsidra 1-eluf Ii kienu semgnu 
msannrin id-diskorsi ta' Gesu, u Ii kienu 
raw 1-egngubijiet Ii kien gnamel u forsi 

~ wkoll Ii kienu bbenefikaw minnhom. 

Gnandna nippruvaw ingibu dix-xena 
najja fil-menti tagnna. Dawk in-nies ma 
kinux semplicement folla. Kienu 1-ewwel 
insara, missirijietna spiritwali. Gew lura 
bnala korp? Wisq probabbli Ii le. Gest ta' 
sfida bnal dan kien ikun aktar jixraq fi 
zmien il-Pentekoste. lzda lanqas ma kienu 
mikduda u mriegnda b'biza' hekk kif kienu 
meta r-Ragnaj gie mnarbat. Raw bizzejjed 
ii stimulahom fuq pjan uman. Allura 
gnandna nilmnuhom mexjin b'gnan 
f'monnhom fi gruppi zgnar u bla dubju fi 
stat ta' fern liema bnalu. Kienu sejrin lura 
biexjistennew il-Paraklitu. 11-migja Tiegnu 
kellha tkun grajja ta' 1-gnageb bnal dik tar­
Rezurrezzjoni u dik ta' 1-Axxensjoni; izda 
bid-dieher f'sura onra. L-lspirtu s-Santu 
kellu jinzel u kollox ikun differenti. Mill­
mod kif tkellem Gesu fuq dil-grajja, kellha 
tkun manifestazzjoni, wanda Ii tinawgura 
era gdida. Ma kellhomx dubji dwar ic­
certezza ta' dan. Kull naga Ii 1-Mulej 
wiegned grat kif qal. Om issenn ukoll. 
Marru lura biex iwettqu 1-istruzzjonijiet 
fo~gnu illi kellhom jippreparaw gnaliha. 

L-ewwel bicca xognol fic-Cenaklu kienet 
1-elezzjoni ta' dak Ii kellu jienu post ta' dak 
il-miskin Ii nareg minn triq is-sewwa, 
Guda. Kienu gnamlu hekk: gnazlu zewg 
dixxipli u refgnu x-xorti. L-gnazla waqgnet 
fuq Mattija Ii mbagnad sar wiened mit­
tnax. 

ls-Sinjur tagnna kien qal Ii kellhom 

jibqgnu fil-belt sakemm il-Qawwa mill­
gnoli tinzel fuqhom (S. Luqa XXIV, 49). Dan 
igagnalna nikkonkludu Ii baqgnu fid-dar; 

lntqal lilna Ii pperseveraw fit-talb 
b'monn wiened. Dan jissuggerielna Ii 
k1enu f'1rt1r strett. ln-numru ta' 1-
lmsemmlja jldher Ii kien kbir nafna biexj1p­
permetti Ii setgnu jorqdu fid-dar stess. 
Allura nistgnu nansbu illi nafna minnhom 
kiEmu jmorru lejn djarhom gnal-lejl. Fil fatt 
ma kienx jinnass dal-b:Zonn meta tqis 
kemm kienu semplici 1-b:Zonnijiet ta' 1-
irqad gnal-Lhud. Post tant saqaf fejn 
timtedd u kutra - dak Ii 1-izjed kien 
mentie{J Gnalh~kk j~kk 1-irtir kien it-tip ta' 
dak Ii ngnidulu "bil-magl'iluq" ma kienx 
hemm diffikulta dwar ii-post gnan-numru 
kollu. II-Papa Piju i=tdax iddeskrivih bnala 
rtir memorabbli, irtir Ii gie 1-ewwel u Ii kellu 
jkun mudell ta' 1-irtiri kollha, mizmum fil­
prezenza ta' 1-0mm t'Alla, Ii pperfezzjona 1-
Knisja gnax-xognol ta' appostolat tagnha. 

lrrangaw 1-artali. San Pietru qaddes 1-
ewwel quddiesa kif jassigurana San 
Prokolu, il-Patrijarka ta' Kostantinopli, u 
i=tezekija, il-Patrijarka ta' Gerusalemm. 
Gnalhekk 1-istess post minn fejn narget 1-
Ewkaristija,. il-Quddiesa anticipata, kien 1-
istess post fejn saret 1-ewwel Quddiesa 
ordinarja kif nafuha anna. Dad-dettal Ii 
jgnaxxqek jurina kemm Alla jnobb 1-ordni. 
Dawn iz-zewg grajjiet, magnquda flimkien 
fil-nsieb Tiegnu, kellhom jigru fl-istess 
post. 

Lanqas dil-grajja vitali ma temmet 1-
istorja tac-Cenaklu. Kellhom jigru nwejjeg 
onra. Rigward 1-importanza tagnhom, did­
dar kienet ttiabbatha ma' 1-onra ta' 
Nazaret. lr-rwol tagnhom kellhom minn ta' 
xulxin. Gesu sar bniedem f'dik ta' Nazaret 
u I Gisem Mistiku Ticgnu, jnf il-benniena 
Tiegnu fic-Cenaklu. Dar ckejkna kienet biz­
zejjed gnal Gesu u 1-familja tiegnu. Dar 
kbira kienet mentiega gnall-familja akbar 
Tiegnu. 

Ejjew niflu did-dar kbira. Gnandhom jin­
teressawna d-dettalji tagnha; dak Ii gara 
hemmhekk nalla marka fuq il-najja ta' kull 
bniedem, Jingnad Ii kienet imbajda abjad. 
Bid-dieher il-bini kien sabin, gnaliex il­
kamra ta' 1-ikel kienet 50 pied twila bi 30 
pied wiesgna - spazju:Za bizzejjed biex 
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tesa' mhux inqas minn 120 run. Dana 
jindika bizzejjed il-qagnda socjali tas-sid 
tagnha. Kienet kamra nobbli, mgnammra 
tajjeb u probabbli b'gnamara Ii tqum ii-flus, 
kif se nfittex Ii nuri. 11-bibien tagnha kienu · 
jagntu gnal fuq terrazzin u Ii konttista'titla' 
gnaliha b'tarag minn barra mingnajr ma 
jkollok bionn tgnaddi minn god-dar. 

Dik il-kwalita ta' kamra, izda mhux ta' 
dak il-qies, kienet fattur mistenni fkull dar 
komda. Kienet tintuza gnal dawn 1-iskopi­
jiet: biex jilqgnu fiha u jittrattaw il-misted­
nin, biex jiccelebraw festi fiha, biex 
jaynmlu I lkllet rlha, u blcx Jesponu 1-
mejtin fiha. 

Tradizzjoni tgnodd Iii Guzeppi t'Arimatea 
bnala s-sid tagnha. Kien ragel sinjur nafna, 
u gnalhekk jien issuggerejt Ii 1-gnamara 
tal-post kienet tqum ii-flus. 11-Vangelu 
donnu jrid · jagntina x'nansbu 1-istess. 
Dejjem restritt fid-deskrizzjoni tagnha, 
anjar ngnidu illi c-cenaklu kien "mgnam­
mar". 

Hall uni nzid illi joqgnod tajjeb Ii Gu zeppi, 

Ii kien dixxiplu, u Ii ta 1-qabar tiegnu stess 
biex fih jilqa' 1-Gisem tas-Sinjur tagnna, 
tistenna Ii hekk ukoll jagf'iti d-dar tiegnu 
gnall-Annar lkla, gnall-ewwel Quddisiet, 
gnall-lnzul ta' 1-lspirtu s-Santu u wara dak 
biex tkun ic-centru tal-najja Nisranija u s­
sede magisterjali. Kemm kont ixxurtjat 
Guzeppi t'Arimatea! 

Forsi nista' .-nsemmi leggenda nelwa: 
jingnad Ii Guzeppi t'Arimatea kien dak iz­
zagnzugn gnani Ii jitkellem fuqu 1-Vangelu 
(S. Mattew XIX, 21, 22) Ii ·sejjanlu Gesu, 
bid-dieher biex if'iaddan 1-appostolat fil­
milja Lieyhu, 1 zda h ma kell ux 11-kuragg Ii 
jwarrab kollox gnall-genb gnax "kellu 
nafna gid". Fil-nsieb tagnna ndawru 'I dak 
ir-ragel fatmosfera tragika. Gnalhekk 
gnandu jikkonsolana 1-nsieb Ii wara 
ngnatalu favur b.nal dak. 

ld-dar kienet wanda Ii tagnti fl-gnajn, 
kwazi post Ii timmarka bih (landmark) kif 
aktar tardjagntina x'nifhmu. Meta kien Ii s­
Sinjur tagnna tefa' gnajnejh fuqha? Tkun 
naga interessanti Ii wiened jista' jobsor. 
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Jista' jkun, illi matul dawk it-tlitt ijiem 
misterjuii Ii dam "mitluf" f'Gerusalemm 
mar hemmhekk biex jara d-dar Ii kienet 
iddestinata Ii tkun fil-qalba tal-pjanijiet 
gejjlena tlegnu? 

Dan kien 1-arnbjent rejn id-dixxipli 
qayndu jistennew Ii titwellaq il-weynda 1-
kbira. U i-imien? Hekk kif 1-Gfiid (tal-Lhud) 
kien ii-imien Ii fih is-Sinjur tagnna kellu 
jhati, gnaliex Hu kien verament il-l=taruf ta' 
1-Gnid, hekk il-Pentekoste kienet festa 
sinjifikanti gnal-Lhud. Kienet tfakkar id­
drama terribbli fuq il-Muntanja tas-Sinaj 
fejn, mijiet tas-snin qabel, il-Ligi 1-Qadima 
ngnatat lill-poplu ta' lirael permezz .ta' 
Mose. Dak inhar dan gara f'maltempata, 
ta' beraq u ragnad, il-muntanja kienet 
tllaggeg qisha forn b'dunnan tiela' lejn is­
smewwiet. 

L-istess karatteristika tidher fl-inawgu­
razzjoni formali tal-Ligi 1-Gdida, iida 
b'kalma akbar u hlewwa aktar. ld-dixxipli 
kollha kienu hemm f'dak ii-post. U f'daqqa 
wallda gie noss mis-sema qisu rill qawwi 
jonfon u Ii mela d-dar kollha fejn kienu 
qagndu bil-qiegnda migbura u dehrulhom 
ilsna qishom tan-nar Ii qagndu fuq kull 
wiened minnhom. U lkoll imtlew bl-lspirtu 
s-Santu u bdew jitkellmu b'ilsna diversi 
skond kif ordnalhom 1-lspirtu s-Santu (Atti 
11, 1-4). 

L-espressjoni "ilsna mifrudin" tidher 
tindika illi huma raw gnajn tan-nar Ii 
nqasmet f'ilsna separati. Dan seta' gara fil­
gnoli, iida hemm tradizzjoni kostanti illi 
tgnid Ii 1-lspirtu s-Santu gie qisu globu tan­
nar fuq ii-Madonna Ii kienet fin-nofs tal­
migemgna u mbagnad inferaq f'ilsna u 
qaglldu fuq 1-onrajn. Dan jagnmel sens 
meta tikkonsidra r-rwol eminent.i ta' Marija 
bnala 1-Gnarusa ta' 1-lspirtu s-Santu, Omm 
u Medjatrici. Tafu biiiejjed it-trasformaz­
zjoni drastika Ii gieb miegnu fuq id-dixxipli. 
Din ma tifformax parti mill-ii:;torja tiegni. 

lr-riiultat immedjat tal-Qawwa 1-Gdida 
kien il-qofol ta' dawk Ii tgnammdu. Wara 
.Zewg priedki 8,000 saru Nsara. Dii-iieda 
rrendiet lic-Cenaklu inadekwat. Gnalhekk 
kienu jingabru fi djar f'partijiet differenti ta' 
Gerusalemm. Hemmhekk, skond 1-Atti (11, 
42) ipperseveraw fid~duttrina ta' 1-
Appostli, u fil-komunikazzjoni tal-qsim tal-
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nobi ijigifieri 1-Quddiesa u t-Tqarbin 
lmqaddes) u fit-talb. Iida c-Cenaklu iamm 
ii-post primarju tiegnu. Kien 1-ewwel Sede 
ta' Pietru. Kien il-Vatikan primittiv. Minn 
hemmbekk Pietru dderiega 1-amministraz­
zjoni tal-Knisja. Hu ezercita 1-awtorita ta' 
Gesu Kristu. Sab soluzzjoni gnacf-dubji. 
lpproklama b'mod infallibbli. 

Skond id-drawwa tal-Lhud f'dak Ii 
gnandu x'jaqsam ma' laqgnat bi skopijiet 
deliberattivi, nistgnu ngfiidu kif kienet 
issettjata 1-migemgna ta' 120 run. San 
Pietru kien il-persuna Ii ppresidiet u mhux 
ii-Madonna. L-Ufficcju tagnha ma kienx u 
mfl hux dflk tfl' kflp flmministrnttiv. HijR 
Omm. Ma tippriedkax u lanqas tikkmanda. 
Iida igur Ii kellha post ta' unur fl-assem­
blea Ii kienet irrangata forma ta' cirku -
ilkoll inarsu lejn in-nofs. ld-dixxipli jokku­
paw nofs ic-cirku. II-Madonna fin-nofs, 
bid-dixxipli rgiel fuq nana u dawk nisa fuq 
in-nana 1-onra. L-Appostli jiffurmaw in­
nofs 1-ienor tac-cirku b'San Pietru f'nofs­
hom precii faccata tal-Madonna. 

L-istorici jgfiidu illi d-dar ta' San Gwann 
kienet magenb ic-Cenaklu · iida mifruda 



minnu. For·si kienet dar separata izda Ii 
tagnmel mad-dar tac-Cenaklu nfisha Ii ta 
Guzeppi t'Arimatea gnad-dispozizzjoni ta' 
S. Gwann u 1-0mm t'Alla. !=laga kurjuza Ii 
nnjjitha torgn' tirropoti runho. Meta 
kienet gnadha tifla kienet toqgnod f'post Ii 
klen jaghmel mat-Tempju fejn kienet taqd1. 
Issa wkoll klenet toqghod qrlb lc-centru ta' 
qima religjui:a, tgnin lill-Knisja. Oak iz­
zmien kellha madwar 48 sena. 

Marija baqgnet fid-dinja wara t-Tlugn is­
Sema ta' Bin ha gnax kellha ssostni u trabbi 
il-Gisem Mistiku ta' Sinha kif kienet 
gnamlet gnall-gisem fiziku Tiegnu. Dan ma 
setgnetx gnamlltu mill-Genna kif qed 
taghmel ilium? Le, ghax kellu Jkun hemm 
ix-xognol Ii omm umana tista' tagnmel. 
Kellha tkun ii-punt centrali ta' 1-affett, ix­
xhieda najja wandanija tal-grajjiet bikrija u 
vita Ii, 1-gnajn principali ta' informazzjoni 
lill-Evangelisti, il-kolonna ta' fidi u ta' 
gnerf. 

U wkoll huwa principju divin-illi wiened 
jibda fl-art dak Ii jkun se jkompli tis-Serna. 
Biex tkun 1-omm tagnna perfetta fis-sema 
kellha tibda twettaq dik il-funzjoni fuq il­
bnedmin hawn fl-art; biex hekk dan 1-gnerq 
jonrog jiffjorixxi fis-smewwiet. 

Mhix naga korretta Ii timmagina Iii 
Marija zi:omm runha maqtugna min-nies 
f'dak 1-istadju; tibki 1-.grajjiet 1-imgnoddija u 
b'qalbha sewda · tixxennaq gnall-Genna 
jew fi stat ta' kontemplazzjoni kwazi 
f'estasi. Le, ma tkunx hekk 1-imgieba ta' 
omm ma' wliedha, tal-Mara Oalbiena tal-
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Bibbja. Aktar gnandna nipprezentawha kif 
rajniha f'Kana, jigifieri titnallat qalb 1-
lnsara, mara b'llidma x'tagnmel, kollha 
kemm hi fuq dmirha, gnajnejha josservaw 
kollox, mhux Ii tagnmel ix-xognol Ii suppost 
jagnmel naddienor, izda bil-prudenza 
kollha tlssupllmenta, tlmla 1-vojt, taghmel 
il-qalb u ssannal'i. 

Gnalkemm kienet iggib runha bnala 
wanda mill-mernla ta' San Pietru, kienet l­
id il-leminija ta' 1-awtorita tiegnu, nistgnu 
nibqgnu zguri illi fil-privat hu kien binha, 
jistenna 1-gnajnuna minn gnandha, 
gnandu bi:onn biss dak Ii setgnet tagntih. 

F'dak ii: zmien kien hemm 480einagogi 
fil-belt. Mitluf f'nofshom ic-Cenaklu 
skappa 1-osservazzjoni u nsara minn idejn 
il-Lhud. lktar tard fis-sena 70 W.K. meta r­
Rumani assedjaw u qerdu Iii Gerusalemm, 
1-attakk principali Ii gnamlu kien fuq in­
nana tat-Tramuntana. 16-centru tal-belt 
fejn kien wieqaf ic-Cenaklu, ma nnakimx 
daqshekk. Wara dan, 1-lnsara Ii ma kellhom 
xejn izjed xi jbezzagnhom mil-Lhud, ittras­
formaw il-bini fi knisja. lktar tard meta 
Adrijanu witta I-belt kompletament, ic­
Cenaklu kien 1-uniku post Ii baqa' wieqaf, 
skond ix-xhieda ta' San Epifanju. 

Probabbli nafna Ii hemm simbolizmu 
f'dan. Hekk kif ii-Madonna ta' Sijon 
baqgnet wieqfa qalb il-nerba tal-Kalvarju, 
hekk id-dar majestui:a ta' Sijon baqgnet 
wieqfa meta kollox gie meqrud. u minn 
kull borg gebel imfarrak, kellha tonrog 
grajja gdida· Ii term tisboq Iii dik ta"qabilha. 

ll-PURIFIKAZZJONI U l-PREiENTAZZJONI TAl-MADONNA 

L-aspett tas-sagrificcju fil-Prezentazzjoni ta' Gesu fit-tempju, m'gnanduxtmiem, 
izda jibqa''jnaddem is-salvazzjoni lill-gnus. 

(M.G. Gaddom). 

Sa mill-bidu ta' 1-ezistenza tagnha, Marija kienet "il-Oaddejja tal-Mulej'', 
manbub u servut minnha bil-forzi tagnha kollha. 

(P. Galot). 

Marija marret fit-Tempju u saret it-Tempju t'Alla. 
(George Maloney, S.J.). 
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TAMA 
u 
FA 'AG 
Messagg lill-Morda 
u l-Anzjani 

TBIDDEL QUDDIEM OAK 
LI MA JISTAX JINBIDEL 

11-najja gnandha nafna sabin x'toffrilna. Dan hu ta' min 
jitflahnt onrilih hiAX jakkWiStt'l minni1 kAmm jic;ta' 17rlt'l 
nafna drabi 1-najja hi sabina daqskemm nagnmluha anna. 
Hu veru Ii hemm nafna nwejjeg Ii wiened ma jistax ibiddil­
hom izda hu daqshekk ienor veru Ii wiened dejjem jista' 
jnares lejn is-sabin tal-naga. Meta nagnmlu hekk ma 
nkunu biddilna xejn gnax kollox kit kien jibqa' izda nkunu 
nbdilna anna u tgnallimna niefldu 1-najja kif tigi. Hawn ma 
rridux nifhmu nazin gnaliex anna gnandna dejjem inbiddlu 
u ntejbu dak Ii nistgnu. lzda xi mkien irridu naslu f'qagnda 
fejn ma nlstghux naghmlu ahjar mlnn hekk. Hu f'dan 11-
punt fejn imbagnad irridu nilqgnu 1-najja kif tigi. Wara 
kollox jekk ma nagnmlux hekk anna nkunu Ii nanbtu nazin 
u dan narawh jigri madwarna. 

Min jaf kemm iltqajna ma' nies Ii gnandhom akkwist ta' 
bosta nwejjeg izda jonqoshom xi nag a kbira gnax xorta ma 
humiex kuntenti kif inhuma. Hemm mill-banda 1-onra nies 
Ii fil-najja jonqoshom bosta xorti ii:da xorta f'qalbhom 
hemm il-paci u I-fern. 

Min fejn jigi dan jekk mhux mill-fatt Ii wiened jaf kif jilqa' 
1-najja u 1-ienor ma jafx. Hemm bzonn Ii nifhmu illi mhux 
fil-KEMM imma fil-KIF qiegned is-sigriet tal-paci. Dan 
ignodd mhux biss fejn jidnol il-gid materjali izda anke fejn 
jidnlu nwejjeg onra bnal ma hi s-sanna Ii hi waflda mill­
akbar akkwisti Ii jista'. jkollna fil-najja. 

Minn min hu marid jew imdannal fil-gnomor ti9'tenna u 
tifhem Ii hemm nuqqas ta' xi naga sabina mill-najja izda 
anke hawn jefltieg Ii wiened jitbiddel hu quddiem dak Ii ma 
jistax ibiddel. Meta anna nagnmlu hekk inkunu nifhmu illi 
fil-najja wiened ma jistax ibiddelid-direzzjoni tar-rin minn 
fejn ikun gej, izda bnall-bannar gnaqli wiened dejjem jista' 
jdawwaril-qala u jirrangaha b'mod Ii, gnalkemm b'nafna 
diffikultajiet, il"qoxra f'wicc 1-ilma timxi 'I quddiem u mhux 
titkaxkar mar-rin. 

ld-darba Ii gejja narnw kemm jnf!hel Ii wiened fil-najjri 
gnandu jmidd spallejh biex jerfa' s-salib. 

MULEJ, /\Gf=ITINI 

SABAR biex naccetta dawk il-nwejjeg Ii ma nistax 
inbiddel. 

HILA biex inbiddel dak Ii nista'. 

GMERF biex nagnraf id-differenza. 
(Reinhold Niebuhr). 

DUN GUZEPP CINI. 
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God uses people in his plan of salvation. Mary was and is a key-person in this great 
work. 

BLESSED 

Christianity will soon be 2,000years old. 
During all that tiem a woman has held a 
place close to the centre of our Faith: Mary, 
the Mother of Jesus, the Mother of God. 
We have remembered her, praised her, 
and asked her tor help. Let us recall who 
this woman is. 

The Mother of Jesus 
Christ's birth began a new age for 

mankind. God the Son was going to 
become a man like us in all things, but sin. 
At this moment, when our Faith began, 
Mary entered the scene. Jesus would be 
born of a woman, and the chosen woman 
was Mary. 

Silence is the characteristic of Mary's 
earthly life. In the Gospels she rarely 
speaks - a few sentences, no more -yet 
at the dawn of our salvation one phrase 
from Mary heralded the coming of the 
Messiah. The angel told her she would 
conceive and bear a son, she was "deeply 
troubled" by the event, but as God's hand­
maid she replies: "be it done to me accord-
ing to your word". · 

Mary, a virgin soon to be married, was 
now a mother. She was probably still only 
in her teens, and probably living at home 
with her family. She lived in the Roman 
Province of Syria, in P;;ilestine, a remote 
and troublesome part of the Empire. She 
lived in Galilee, in the northern part of the 
country, and remoter still, in the town of 
Nazareth, a town 60 miles from the centre 
of life in Jerusalem. Her family situation 
cannot have been affluent, for her fiance 
was an artisan, a carpenter who would 
have drawn his work from the town and 
surrounding farmland. 

A Key Person 
Mary was a pious Jew, she had faith in 

I s E 

God"s promise to save his peoply by 
sending a Messiah. Now in silence and 
obscurity, with no outward sign of the 
great ever'll taking place, Mary found 
herself a key person in the whole plan of 
salvation. Already, in even greater silence, 
unknown even to Mary herself, God was 
preparing her for his Son's coming. The 
Redeemer would destroy the separation 
that had come into mankind's life with 
God. But Mary, chosen to cooperate so 
closely in the Messiah's coming, had been 
p1 ese1 veu f1 om Lil is separation. Sile wa!:; 
born without the stain of Original Sin, so 
that shp, c:ou Id hP.rir God's cal I more clearly, 
and respond more readily. Now with her, 
the long preparation of the chosen people, 
had come to fruition. Mary had. been 
troubled by what the angel had 
announced, it would be many years before 
she would know the full scope of what she 
had been called to become. 

Brief Glimpses 
Mary visited Elizabeth, gave birth to 
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Jesus, presented him in the Temple, heard 
Simeon, and later found her Son there 
among the teachers. She lived with Christ, 
and saw him grow to manhood. For the 
timP. hP.ing, hP.r trtsk imrl .JosP.ph's wrts to 
provide the normal human nurture and 
support for her child. Somehow she knew 
that tho life of hor Son would hove for more 
importance for men's lives than was 
apparent in Nazareth. Finally it was 
through her bidding, while with him at a 
wedding in Cana, that his public life began. 
The Gospel's give us only these brief 
glimpses into the home in Nazareth, and 
for the whole of Jesus' public ministry 
Mary is in the background. Only at the end 
of his life does she re-appear at the foot of 
the Cross. There Christ gives her to be the 
mother of John, and mother of all his 
disciples. With her Son's death and resur­
rection a stage in Mary's service ended, 
and her 'public life' began. 

Mary and Ourselves 
When Christ gave Mary to John a 

relationship was established between her 
and his Body on earth, the Church. No 
longer would Mary be the mother or one 
son,· but she would be a relation to every 
Christian. Shortly after the Resurrection 
we see her in her new role, when she was 
with the apostles in the Upper Room in 
Jerusalem, united in prayer with and for 
the Church (Acts I: 12-14). The beginning 
of her life was special. She was conceived 
immaculate, and this became a sign for us 
of our life when reborn in baptism. Also the 
end of her earthly life was special. She was 
assumed into heaven. The life she now 
enjoys has become a sign of our final 
destiny. 

Mary, Mother or God, is, by. God's will 
our mother too. At the beginning of 
\.hrist's life, God the Son was given into 
her care. Now we who have been made 
sons and daughters of God by Christ, are 
given into her care. From heaven she 

, exercises this care, listenino to our nP.P.rls, 
and giving us support and consolation. 
Most of all she cares for our growth. When 
Jesus, aged twelve, returned with her and 
Joseph from Jerusalem, he was obedient 
to them, and St Luke adds "And Jesus 
increased in wisdom and in stature, and in 

favour with God and man" (Lk 2:52). With a 
mother's care she oversees the same 
process in our lives. 

God Uses People 
In the plan of salvation, God uses people, 

here and in heaven, to bring mankind to 
union with him. In this sharing In the work 
of Christ's redemption, Mary holds the 
most important place. She was essential in 
bringing Christ to us. Now her sharing in 
Christ's work continues: through the Holy 
Spirit, she brings us to him. At Cana she 
directed the stewards to whom they must 
go, now she so directs us. She does this by 
example, rare, ;:inrl interr:ession 

Being Mother of God, apart from 
anything else, would have meant we 
would remember her as a great saint. Mary 
is the faithful virgin unique in her devotion 
to God, a sublime model of holiness for us 
to imitate. But besides this, we have in 
Mary's life the clearest exemplar (though 
in a special way) of the effect of God on, 
and the design of God for, our lives. In the 
Immaculate Conception and the harmony 
between her life and God's will, we see the 
unity between God and man for which we 
strive in the Church. In her Assumption we 
see our lives as they will finally be with 
Christ, and so she inspires our hope. Christ 
came to establish the Kingdom of God. 
Silently she co-operates with this trans­
formation of our world, and we glimpse in 
her what its completion will be like. 

Creature, Model, Mother 
Prayer is praising and rejoicing in the 

wonder and beauty in God's creation and 
deeds. Mary is the most beautiful of 
creatures, and is intimately connected 
with his greatest deed - our redemption. 
As Christians we rejoice because of Mary, 
and we strive to imitate her. As our mother 
sho is involved in our livos us pilgrims on 
earth. She intercedes with us in all our 
prayers, and we in turn hold her in a place 
of special affection. In this article I have 
attempted to give a very brief outline of 
Mary's place in.our Faith. This quick glance 
at her, I hope, will help us to appreciate her 
words in the Magnificat: "henceforth all 
generations will call me blessed" (Lk 1 :48). 

FR. THOMAS O'LOUGHUN. 
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REGINA PACIS 
Fil-beran tas-sema kalllani, 
titliegneb mai:-i:iffa tar-rill, 
gnaddejja namiema mistura 
f'tajjar abjad silga, sabin. 

t=farsitha nanina titfagnha 
fuq dinja ta' hemm u ta' dieq 
Ii nei:gnet il-paCi minn qalbha 
u tbiegndet minn Sidha 1-rtallieq. 

Dlonk gnarfet id-dinja migruna 
u b'niket il-gwerer mifnija 
Ii dik il-namiema ma kienet 
nadd iijed nlief Sidtna Marija! 

11-nlejjaq gnannew 1-isban gnana 
qalb wanda flimkien, imbikkija, 
u lissnu b'turija ta' tama 
it-talba ta' I-Ave Marija. 

Go fommha, marsusa f'xufftejha, 
x'nin b'neffa tiggerra w ittir, 
iggorr werqa ckejkna w imfewna 
minsuga mill-ifejn narir. 

'Mma f'daqqa 1-namiema bil-nlewwa 
il-werqa gnal isfel irniet, 
u din bnal xi omm kollha nniena 
bis-sliem Iii kull bniedem imliet. 

Regina tal-PaC:i sellmulha 
b'imnabba ta' wlied il-bnedmin! 
Regina tal-PaC:i sejnulha 
b'gnajnejhom bid-dmugn mansulin! 

U llalfu II s-sliem jibqa' Jgllammar 
f'kull rokna, f'kull dejr tal-nolqien; 
u wiegndu 'I Marija Ii 1-paci 
tisseddaq sat-temma ta7-7mien. 

KAN. JOE MEJLAK. 

Poeiija Ii ssemmiet b'tifnir fil-Konkors ta' Poeiija Marjana mniedi mis-Santwarju 
ta' Pinu fl-okkaijoni ~as-Sena Marjana. 



192 - "Madonna ta' Pinu", Jannar-Frar, 1989 

OTTUBRU (ik.ompli) 

26. Beda "weekend Ret­
reat" minn grupp ta' zgna­
zagn minn i=laz-Zebbug 
fid-Dar ta' 1-lrtiri tas-Sant­
warju. Mexxa dan 1-irtir 
Dun Frans Abdilla. 

NOVEMBRU: 
5. 11-Fergfia Ewkaristika 
ta' Malta zammet il­
laqgna tagfiha ta' kull 
xahar fis-Santwarju. Saret 
quddiesa u wara siegna 
adorazzjoni. i=ladu sehem 
gnadd ta' Gfiawdxin minn 
diversi parrocci. 

19. 11-Moviment Ewka· 
ristiku organizza Lejl ta' 
Talb fis-Santwarju. Mons. 
Rui:ar Borg, Direttur tal­
Movi ment Ewkaristiku, 
fetan din il-lejla ta' talb 
b'quddiesa Ii bdiet fit-
8.00 p.m. 

21. Fl-okkazjoni tal­
festa tal-Prezentazzjoni 
tal-Madonna, il-Kapitlu 
tal-Kolleggjata ta' 1-Gnarb 

mexxa Gnasar u Quddiesa 
Kantata fis-Santwarju. 

24. L-Ecc. Tiegnu Mons. 
lsqof Nikol G. Cauchi 
mexxa Koncelebrazzjoni 
fis-Santwarju fl-okkazjoni 
ta' Jum ir-Radd il-i=lajr. 
Huwa wassal messagg ta' 
1-okkazjoni Iii dawk 
prezenti. 

DICEMBRU: 
3. Saret quddiesa u 
siE;igna adorazzjoni Ii kienu 
organizzati mill-Fergfia 
Ewkaristika. Gfiadd sabin 
ta' devoti ta' 1-Ewkaristija 
Ila sehem f'din il-laqgna 
ta' talb. 

8. Ir-Rev.mu Kapitlu tal­
Kolleggjata ta' 1-Gfiarb, 
mexxa Gnasar u Quddiesa 
Kantata fis-Santwarju fl­
okkazjoni tal-Festa ta' 1-
lmmakulata. 

9. Fid-Dar. ta' 1-lrtiri tas­
Santwarju gie organizzat 
'weekend ret1eat' minn 
grupp ta' Karizmatici. 

13. Fl-okk'azjon1 ta' 1-
Anniversarju tal-Konsag­
razzjoni tas-Santwarju, ir­
R ev. mu Kapitlu tal­
Kolleggjata ta' 1-Gnarb 
mexxa Gnasar u Quddiesa 
Kantata. 

28. Gie organizzat pelleg­
rinagg gnall-anzjani mill­
pa rrocca tal-Oala. L­
anzjani fiadu sehem f'qud­
d1esa u gie recitat ukoll xi 
talb IHI-Madonna. 11-pel­
legrinagg kien immexxi 
mill-Arcipriet, ii-Kan. Dun 
Anton Sultana. 

29. Fr. Paul Fenech 
mexxa pellegrinagg mill­
parrocca ta' Bormla. Sar 
talb ta' ringrazzjament Iii 
Alla gnal tant grazzji 
mogntija bl-intercessjoni 
tal-Madonna matul is­
sena 1988; h'rinornnja­
ment ukoll gnall-Ftun tad­
Dar mis-Sorijiet ta' Madre 
Theresa f1l-parrocca ta' 
Bormla. 

Wanda mix-xeni kommoventi fil-Vangelu hi 1-laqgfia ta' Marija Ii tagfiti 'I 
Binha fid-dirgfiajn ta' Simeoni u Anna fit-Tempju: bit-talb Ii sar mit-tnejn rawis­
Salvatur. 

(G. Maloney). 
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,adownet, 
%0.JX 

ti 

Dear Rev. Father, 

DUBLIN, 
20.4.88. 

I had the pleasure of visiting your lovely island recently while on holidays in Malta, 
and I felt privileged to visit Our Lady's of Ta' Pi nu's Shrine. While there I prayed for my 
twin grand daughters, 5 years old, and suffering from Cystic Phibroxs. They had been 
in hospital for three weeks and there was no sign of them being able to go home when I 
visited them. 

When I arrived home from my holidays I received a card from my son and 
daughter-in-law telling me the children had been sent home from hospital on the 11th 
March, the very day I prayed in your Sanctuary to Our Lady. I also prayed that my son 
would get work, and he rang me when I got home to tell me he had got a job. I will be 
forever greatful to our Lady of Ta' Pi nu, and will always say the prayer to her every day 
of my life. I am enclosing £5 for mass in thanksgiving and I hope someday to return to 
your lovely island and visit your Church again. 

Greatful thanks to Our Blessed Lady, 

GHAWDEX: 
Joe Apap; Guzepp Vella; Carmen Attard; 

Miehael Vella; M. Theuma; Maria S11ltana; 
Pietru Muscat; Toni Muscat; Maria Aquilina; 
Margaret Zerafa; Silvia Said; Maria Portelli; 
Ganna Buttigieg; Karmenu Refalo; Karmenu 
Buttigieg; Marianna Refalo; Anglu Hili; 
Jesmond Borg; Maria Debono; Joe Galea; Rose 
Curmi; Paul Andrew Vella; Mary Farrugia; 
Anglu Farrugia; Lorenza Farrugia; Joseph 
Cordina; Rose Muscat; Catherine Zerafa; 
Miriam Bugeja; Guzeppa Camenzuli; Doris 
Curmi; Pawla Portelli; Doris Sultana; Rita 
Sultana; Rita Said; Jessie Farrugia; John Butti-

Yours very sincerely, 
N.N. 

gieg; Maria Debrincat; Charlie Farrugia; George -
Cosho; Marijo Mizzi; Anthony Calleja; Pawlu 
Said; Rose Saliba; Raymond Schembri; Maria 
Pisani; D. Cauchi; George Borg; Frangiska 
Sultana; Olympia Cremona; Michael Azzopardi; 
Karmnu Saliba; Marianne Saliba; Kelina 
Portelli; Gorgina Calleja; Marija Caruana; C. 
Vella; FrankAttard; Carmen Cini; Grace Frendo; 
Mario Azzopardi; Pawlu Grima; Gui:a Grima; 
John Sultana; Maria Buttigieg; John Azzopardi; 
John Grech; Frank Grima. 

Mary Azzopardi; Carmel Camilleri; Silvia 
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Said; Mr. & Mrs. J.J. Muscat; Salvu Galea; 
Lorenza Bajada; Toni Azzopardi; Gui:a Attard; 
Pauline Grima; Philip Bonello; Pawla Portelli; 
Angela Borg; Rose Camilleri; Oina Cavallaro; 
Victor Theuma; Joanne Vella; Emmanuel 
Debrincat; Julian Farrugia; George Refalo; 
Victor Vella Muscat; Rita Mejlak; Carmela 
Muscat; Felic Camilleri; Victor Borg; Francis 
Said; Netta Grima; Emmanuel Buttigieg; Mary 
Galea; Tarcisja Muscat; Tarcisio Mifsud; Vero­
nica Grima; Joe Sultana; Maria Debono; 
Angela Borg; Maria Falzon; Maria Vella; 
Gui:eppa Saliba; Anthony Theuma; Rita Camil­
leri; Salvina Camilleri; Laurine Vella; Joann 
Sciberras; Cetta Xerri; Gorg Galea; Tona 
Muscat; Angela Mizzi; Margerita Muscat; 
Frangiska Debono; Maria Camilleri; Marianna 
Muscat; Karmena Camilleri; Victoria Sciberras; 

. Mike Grima; Arthur Muscat; Paul & Gui:a 
Camilleri; Rita Axiaq. 

Joe Vassallo; Marija Antonja Formosa; Naz­
zareno Cardona; Natu Debono; Loreto Camille­
ri; Stella Camilleri; Stella Formosa; Antonia 
Zahra; M.J. Debono; Sunta Cassar; Gorg 
Sultana; Stella Aquilina; Gerita Buttigieg; Elvin 
Cassar; Terei:a Cardona; Tarcisja Portelli; Angel 
Mercieca; Antonia Grima; Carmen Pisani; Gui:a 
Azzopardi; Salvu Debrincat; Grazia Said; Gui:a 
Buttigieg; Josephine Grech; Carmelo Borg; 
Anthony Borg; Alfred Rapa; Maria Spiteri; 
Pietru Muscat; Gui:epp Formosa; Gui:epp 
Grech; Elizabeth Azzopardi; Toni Muscat; 
Carmen Borg; Tonina Spiteri; Gui:a_Cauchi; 
Carmen, Bertone; Tony Borg; Giovann Grech; 
Carmen Attard; Maria Attard; J. Galea; Lucy 
Saliba; Salvu Camilleri; Elizabeth Haber; 
Carmelo Sciberras; Gui:a Grech; Michael 
Grima; Emmanuel Caruana; Mary Portelli; 
Doris Mercieca; Ganni Spiteri; Michael Vella; 
Toni Grech; Gorg Borg; Ewkaristiko Sultana; 
Lela Grima; Ines Grech; Raymond Spiteri; 
Mario Buttigieg; Tarcisio Mercieca; Lora Camil­
leri; Giovanna Attard; Rose Marie Cauchi; 
Antonia Sciberras; Ganna Pace; Mary Caruana; 
Lucy Vella 

MALTA: 
Mary Caruana; Carmela Sillato; Carmela 

Cassar; Rita Galea; Jacqueline Cassar; Pia 
Cassar; Carmen Attard; Antori Galea; Carrie 
Farrugia; Gejtu Mifsud; Joe Vella; Doreen 
Bugeja; Karmena Azzopardi; Mary Bellizzi; 
Agata Grech; Carmel Casha; Gui:a Aquilina; 
Mary Bonello; Familja Deguara; Rita Busuttil; 
Agata Farrugia; Raymond Bugeja; Paul Dimech; 
Manwel Zammit; Luqa Cutajar; Ester Gauci; 
Anne Gatt; Maria Gatt; Angela Mifsud; Helen 
Farrugia; Mary Aquilina; Venera Vella; Mary 
Caruana; Gui:a Vella; Doris Vella; Mary & John 
Azzopardi; Paul & Doreen Calleja; Martin 

Mercieca; Rita Pace; Anna Gauci; Gui:a 
Fenech; Mary Agius; Gui:eppa Saliba; Loreta 
Saliba; Annie Vassallo; Maria Cauchi; Francis 
Gauci; Apolonia Farrugia; Lorenza Ciappara; 
Adelaide Callus; Mary Vella; Carmela Demarco; 
Ines Castagna. 

.Josflphinfl Cini; Manwflla Spitflri; I 011rr!As 

Grech; Maria Falzon; Vanna Galea; Antonia 
Calleja; Francis Cassar; Stella Sammut; Pawla 
Bugeja; Pawlu Bugeja; Michael Grech; 
Karmena Borg; Josephine Galea; Annie 
Bowman; Charles Caruana; Lina Vassallo; C. 
Agius; Carmelo Borg; Karmena Azzopardi; Rita 
Bonnici; Karmena Vella; Alfred Gorda lo; Ewka­
ristika Buhagiar; Raymond Zammit; Carmen 
Palmier; Doris Galea; Rita Darmanin; Monica 
Galea; Joseph Rapa; Carmen Attard; Elizabeth 
8aliba; Joseph Ciantar; S. Carter; Vanessa 
Saliba; Karmena Grech; Valentino Vella; 
Ludgarda Bezzina; Rita Attard; G. Borg; C. 
Grech; Carmen Falzon; Kunsilja Busuttil; 
Carmel Zahra; M'Rose Vella; Rita Ellul; F. 
Cassar Parnis; Christ Azzopardi; Terei:a 
Caskun; Consilia Cremona; Tflrni:a Costa; Mary 
Gerada; Saviour Vella; Charles Magro; Victoria 
Chetcuti; J. Zammit. 

Lino Cuomo; Pelly Josephine Cuomo; Eric 
Tabone; E. King; Ivy Grech; Joanne Portelli; A. 
Camilleri; Charmaine Galea; Helen Zammit; 
Emmarnrnl Borg; Mary Cnchia; Victoria 
Demanuele; James Rizzo; Elizabeth Brincat; 
John Brincat; Maria Pia Gauci; Charles 
Schembri; Fr. ·Peter· Xuereb; Anna Gauci; 
Antoinette Vassallo; 

0

Tony D'Anastasi; Mary 
Camilleri; Rianne Cardona; Gorg Cardona; Polly 
Cutajar; Lina Micallef; Mary Borg; Albert 
Ganado; Carmen Xerri; Joseph Raber; 
Elizabeth Borg; Joe Gauci; Charles Azzopardi; 
Capt. & Mrs. Vizay; J. Galea; Emmanuel 
Farrugia; John Grech; Rose Marie Cauchi. 

AWSTRALJA: 
J.C. Mizzi; Nina Zahra; Mary Spiteri; Maria 

Theuma; S. Said; M'Gwann Camilleri; Connie 
Cauchi; Gui:a Gatt; Salvina Borg; Nancy Camil­
leri; Joe Curmi; Marija Schembri; Olympia 
Frendo; Rose Spiteri; Rose Cassar; Mrs. 
Theuma; Karmnu Gatt; Rose Xuereb; Mr. & 
Mrs. Joe Cassar; Frank Said; Tania Vella; Marla 
Vella; Mr. Veron Sciberras; C. Axiaq; Joseph 
Grima; Rita Azzopardi; Mrs. F. Vella; Vicky 
Vella; Tedia Zammit; Nat. Ant. Theuma; Rena 
Calleja; Wistina Vella; Carmen Mifsud; Carmon 
Mercieca; Anthony Galea; Wistin Theuma; 
Charlie Debrincat; Charles Gauci; Clare Parnis; 
Mary & Joseph Buhagiar; Frangisk Cassar; J. 
Borg; Jean Grech; Carmen Grech; Mary 
Theuma; Salvina Borg; Lucia Gatt; L. Abela; 
Maria Spiteri; Anna. Camilleri; R. Deguara; E.D. 
Gatt; Carmen Cauchi. 



U.S.A.: 
Joseph Buttigieg; Charlie Hili; Wandra 

Garone; Carmen Radman; Jane Azzopardi;. 
Ethel Kaplan; Maria Buhagiar; Jane Galea; Rita 
Camilleri; Mikelina Vella; Victoria Cossor; Toni 
Casha; Paul Mizzi; Lorraine Portelli; Ursola 
Falzon. 

KA NADA: 
Carmen Xuereb; Joe Costa; Eugenia A. 

"Madonna ta' Pinu" - Jannar-Frar, 1989 - 195 

Attard; Mr. & Mrs. George Camilleri; Mr. & Mrs. 
John Mercieca; Rita Farrugia; Guza Borg; Doris 
Grima. 

INGllTERRA: 
Lonza Borg; Mr. & Mrs. Dixon; Helen & 

Michael Stuart; Mr. Joan Conway; Eric Borg; 
Carmel Camilleri; E. Mifsud. 

QASSISIN U QADDSU FIS-SANTWARJU: 
Rev. Carmel Borg; Fr. John Muscat; Fr. Paul 

Fenech; Fr. Charles Cini; Dun Marcell Tabone; 
Fr. John Philip Curmi M.S.S.P.; Rev. Joseph 
Camilleri Cini; Mons. Gius. Borg; Dun Gwann 
Dimech; Fr. Christopher Farrugia O.F.M.; P. 
Diego Theuma O.F.M. Cap.; Dun Karm Hili; Rev. 
Egidio Mizzi O.F.M. Conv.; Dun Giov. Marija 
Cauchi; Dun Guzepp Vella; Fr. Gorg Frendo; 
Dun Joseph Mercieca; Dun Salv Vella; P. 
Placido Rivelli O.F.M.; P. Timotju Azzopardi 
O.Carm.; Fr. Mark Demanuele M.S.S.P.; Can. 
Joseph Zahra; Fr. Vincent Caruana O.S.A.; Fr. 
Tony Buhagiar 0.S.A.; Kapp. Richard Borg; Fr. 
Joseph Saliba; Fr. Fabio Attard S.D.B.; Fr. 
Alfred Vella; Fr. Carmel Polidano; P. Francesco 
Azzopardi 0.F.M. Cap.; Fr. J. Bugeja; P. 
Frangisk S. Caruana 0. Carm; Dun Karm Borg; 
Fr. Nicholas Pace; Can. G. Scriha; Fr. Noel Vas­
sallo; Fr. Anthony Caruana S.D.B.; Fr. Mario 
Abela O.S.A.; Fr. Eddie Pace O.F.M.; Dun 
Gwann Mizzi. 

Rev. Michael Xuereb; D. Michael Galea; Fr. C. 
Attard S.D.B.; Fr. Joe Cilia S.D.B.; 1-E.T. Paul 
Darmanin; Rev. Louis Lubao; Fr. Alex Bezzina; 
Fr. Frankie Sultana; Dun Gorg Mercieca; Mons. 
Lawrenz Xerri; Dun Pawl Camilleri; Fr. Mario 
Cassar; Fr. Martin Coleiro O.F.M.; Dun Manwel 
Cordina; Dun Karm Refalo; Dun Anton Attard; 

Mons. Guzepp Grech; Can. Anton Refalo; 
Mons. Ruzar G. Borg; Rev. Philip Gatt; Can. 
Joseph Grech; Rev. Philip Gatt; Sac. Renato 
Borg; P. Luqa Theuma; Fr.1-elicSammutO.F.M. 
Conv.; 1-r. I-rans Abela G1ust1 0.1-.M. Cap.; Dun 
Eddie Zammit; Dun Charles J. Scicluna; Ks. 
Nojcrech Nowacki; Fr. Karm Borg MSSP.; Fr. R. 
Wirth SJ.; Rev. Paul C. Vella; Rev. Paul Sciber­
ras; Fr. Nicholas Cachia; Fr. Nicholas Pace; Sac. 
Raymond Cassar; Fr. Edgar Vella; P. Silvestro 
Magro OFM.; Rev. Michael Farrugia 0. Carm.; 
Mons. Joseph Schembri; Mons. Salv Fenech; 
Fr. Albert Micallef O.F.M.; P. Nerik Cassar 
O.F.M.; Fr. Alf. Camilleri; Fr. Carm Aquilina; 
Fr. Anthony Theuma; Dun Guzepp Zammit; P. 
Manwel Adami MSSP.; Fr. Joseph Sultana; 
Dun Anton Rajada; Fr. Joseph Bezzina; Mons. 
Gregorio Vella. 

P. Adeodato Schembri OSA.; Can Carmelo 
Cini; Dun Peter Xuereb; Fr. Frank Buhagiar; 
Dun Mikiel Attard; Mons. Jose Agius; Mons. 
Arc. Carmelo Scicluna; Kan. Salv· Pace; Kan. 
Dun Salv Curmi; Can. Martin Portelli; Dun 
Gwann Scicluna; Sac. Carmelo Gauci; Dun 
Karm Hili; Fr. Raymond Bonnici OFM Cap.; P. 
Joe Buttigieg OFM Cap.; Dun Anton Borg; Can. 
John Bartolo; Fr. Bill Wilbey; Fr. Benjamin 
Galea S.J. 

iWIGIJIET LI SARU FIS-SANTWARJU: 

Francis Refalo mix-Xaanra u Rita Caruana 
mill-Gnarb; Philip Cassar mix-Xewkija u 
Miriam Spiteri minn Victoria (S. Gorg); Charlie 
Camilleri mill-Qala u Paulino Xuorob minn 
Gnajnsielem; Paul Schembri mix-Xagnra u 

AngP.la Dehrincat mix-Xewkija; .Joser>h Sr>iteri 
mix-Xewkija u Joan Tabone miz-Zebbug; John 
Vella mill-Gnasri u Rozanna Bajada mill­
MunxOilr; Emmanuel Rapa mix-Xewk.ija u Rila 
Zammit mill-Gnarb. 

MAGMMUDIJIET U SARU FIS-SANTWARJU: 

Kenneth bin Jorn Elvegard u Marija Antonia 
nee Agius mill-Gnarb; Diana bint Vincent Apap 
u Josephine nee Britta; Lourdes bint Joseph 
Vella u Carmela nee Vella minn Kercem; 
Jennifer bint Emmanuel Curmi u Loreta nee 

Debrincat min-Nadur; Simone bint John 
Chatlani u Radhika nee Buxani minn Valletta 
(Malta); Bryan bin Joseph Portelli u Rita nee 
Abela min-Nadur. 
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PREZENTAZZJONI TA' TRABI Ull-MADONNA: 

Lisa Nicole Spiteri - Gnajnsielem; Charlot 
Mamo - Zabbar; Tiziana Mamo - Zabbar; 
Andrew John VP.Ila - Oormi; StP,phan 7erafa 
- Qormi; Carmelina Borg - B'Kara; Owen 
Catania - Pawla; Jason Grooh Nadur; 
Samantha Grech - Nadur; .JP,ssir.a Tabone -
Mosta; Clint Camilleri - Qala; Edward Gusan 
- Pifola; Jeanelle Vella - Qormi; Rosalie 
Magro - M'Xlokk; Christian Cachia - Santa 
Venom; Patricio M. Zommit- Zabbar; Stephan 
John Zamm'it-Zabbar; Nadya Anno Coppini 
Victoria; Matthew Manuel Vella - Melliena; 
Charline Muscat - Zebbiegn; Lisa Marie -
Zebbiegn; Nancy Muscat - Zebbiegn; Aaron 
Scicluna -Victoria; John Degiorgio - Oormi; 
Stephanie Decelis'- B'Kara; Anthea Bugeja -
Qormi; Ritienne Bondin - Gudja; Bernardette 
Debono - Luqa; Nathan Anthony Azzopardi -
St. Julian's; Shawn Bartolo - New York. 

Maryly Theuma - Oormi; Caroline Azzopardi 
- Oormi; Efrem Arpa - San Gwann; Lenice 
Abela - rtamrun; Soon Couchi Xewkija; 
Paul Spiteri - Birzebbuga; Silvianne 
Outtigieg - Nadur, Clld1 lene Zal11a - Gudja; 
Clayton Cuschieri - Naxxor; Krystle Cuschieri 
- Naxxar; Rodney Farrugia - Siggiewi; 
Emmanuel Spiteri - Fgura; Fabien Naudi -
Naxxar; Joseph Azzopardi - L-lklin; Jonathan 
Pace - Bir i:ebbuga; Sefora Vella - Oorm1; 
Rodrick Vassallo - rtamrun; Claudette 
Farrugia - Xagnra; Joseph Cini - Xewkija; 
Matthew Micallef - Valletta; Sara Dalli -
Tarxien; Louisianne Sultana - Zebbug; 
Vanessa Vella - Oormi; Clare AnnP, Scicluna 
- Oormi; Leonell Mintoff - Santa Venera; 
Christian Mallia - Tarxien; Jason Vassallo -
Manicata; Samuel Vassallo - Manicata. 

THE FAMOUS STAIRWAY (Jaqbad minn pagna 180) 

at the time, and during his chat w1tn her he 
casually asked if there was anything 
around the convent he could do. 

The Mother Superior explained their 
current problem to the man who had so 
suddenly arrived in their midst and won­
dered if there was anything he could do to 
assist. 

The stranger then apparently intimated 
that he would do his best and immediately 
set about working on a stairway from the 
church to the choir loft. 

When this was constructed it included 
two turns of 360 degrees and thirty-three 
steps and the whole thing was an absolute 
delight td the eye. it is said when Mother 
Magdeline sought out the carpenter to pay 
him for. his work he was nowhere to be 
found. Quite naturally this caused a great 
deal of talk and speculation and when the 
news got abroad people came in their 
hundreds to view the masterly workman­
ship. Many in fact were so dubious about 
the conform·ation of the staricase that not 
only did they shake their heads in disbelief, 
but believed the moment someone used it 
would collapse. 

Perhaps one of the most unusual 
features about the stairway is the fact that 
it has no nails - the entire thing is put 
together with wooden pegs. 

Nor did it disintegrate when used; 
furthermore, about six years after its 
erection a rail was added. 

The mystery deepens - the wood used 
in the construction of the stairway is 
spliced in seven places on the outside, 
each forming a curve. When a check was 
later made it was revealed no wood was 
purchased from any of the local timber 
yards. Who supplied it was never made 
known. 

Those who have had the good fortune to 
study this structure in the church at Santa 
Fe are always astonished to learn that the 
only tools ever seen in the grey-haired 
tradesman's hands were a hammer, a T 
square and a saw. 

The secret - if there is one - of the 
construction of this now famous staircase· 
may never come to light. But without a 
doubt there is a touch of the miraculous 
about the entire circumstance. 



A.M.D.G. 

Servizz Socjali bit-Telefon mill-
Prayer Group "Madonna ta' Pinu" 

mis-6.30 p.m. sat-8.30 p.m. 

Cempel fuq dawn in-numri 

IT-TNEJN IT-TLIETA l-ERBGtlA ll-HAMIS IL-GIMGHA I IS-SIBT 

TEL. NO. TEL. NO. TEL. NO. TEL. NO. TEL. NO. TEL. NO. 

552608 554051 552608 551511 5540511551511 

Meta ccempel staqsi gfias- 0 SERVIZZ SOCJALI TA' PINU" 
c:: ;;;;;;::::: ;;;;•= == --

Int Devot tal-MADONNA TA' PINU???? 
TRID taglitiHa xi HID MA voluntarja, 
mas-SANTWARJU tagliHa ta' Pinu???? 

X'tista' tagnmel ! ! ! 

* "Servizz Socjali bit-Tele/on". 
* "Kuntatti gltall-Hidma ta' Paci". 
* "Usher fil-Quddiesa tal-5.00 p.m. il-Hadd". 

cJ 

* "Gwida matul ii-weekend fil-Muiew ta' Karmni Grima 
jew ta' Frenc ta' 1-Gltarb". 

Jekk tnoss li gnandek tgnin f'xi wanda minn dawn l-attivitajiet: 
• Kellem lir-Rettur tas-Santwarju, 

Mons. Dun Beneditt Camilleri. 

• Ikteb lis-Segretarja: Prayer Group ''Madonna ta' Pinu", 
c/o Santwarju Ta' Pinu, Gltawdex. 

• Attendi gltal-laqglta tal-Praye~ Group ''Madonna ta' 
Pinu" fir-4 Hadd tax-xahar, jid-9.30 a.m. jis-Santwarju. 



IS-SANTWARJU TA' PINU MIBNI WARA LI L-MADONNA KELLMET LIL KARMNI GRIMA. 

"I/-Vergni Marijo Ii mit-tnabbira tal-Anglu /aqgnet f'qalbha u f'gisimha I-Verb t'Alla u gabet 
il-nnjja /id-dinjn, hu magnrufa u unurata bnala uera omm ta' Alla u tar-Redentur. Hi stess 
menlusa b'mod sub/imi, in uista t~l-merti ta' Binha u Miegnu marbuta minn rabta iebsa 

· Ii ma tinnallx, hi mgnonija b'ufficcju 1-aktar gno/i u bid-dinjita ta ' Omm tal-Iben t'Alla, u 
gnalhekk bint manbuba tal-Missier u tempju tal-lspirtu s-Santu: u Ii minnabba dan id-don 
tal-grazzja 1-aktar gno/ja tisboq b'mod kbir lill-kreaturi 1-onra ko llha fis-sema u fl-art. Hi 
madankol/u marbutaflimkien mar-razza ta' Adam mal-bnedmin kollhafi ntiega tal-fidwa, 
anzi hi "tassew omm tal-membri (ta' Kris tu) ... gnalicx ikkooperat bl imnabba gnat twclid 
tal-fidili ta/-Knisja, Ii ta' dak ir-Ras huma membri". Gnat dan hi magnrufa wkoll bnala 1-
membru singulari u ewlenija tal-Knisja u figura tagnha u mudell l-aktar perfett ta' Jidi u ta' 
karita, u 1-Knisja Kattolika, mgnallma mil/-lspirtu s-Santu bl-imnabba ta' pieta ta' bint 
tiuueneraha bnala Omm 1-aktar manbuba". 

(Mill-Kostituzzjoni Dommatika "Lumen Gentium") 
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