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STAMPA TAL-QOXRA:

L-istampa tal-Qoxra turi |-Kwadru
Mirakuluz li minnu [-Madonna Ta’ Pinu kellmet
lit-twajba Karmela Grima fit-22ta’ Gunju, 1883.
Dan il-kwadru, xoghol il-pittur Amadeo
Perugino, tpitter fis-sena 1619. Din ix-xbieha
tal-Madonna giet inkurunata mili-Kardinal
Alessio Lepicier fl-1935.
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Il-Kelma tar-Rettur

Fit-2 ta’ Frar, il-Knisja tfakkar il-grajja ta’ meta Sidtna Marija Radet IzIBmha G‘esu fit-
tempju biex, kif kienet tordna l-ligi ta’ Mosé, tipprezentah lil Alla l-Missier.

dem ikun f’kollox b}ialna, barra mid-dnub, ujkun ta’ eZempju ghalina, ankia mir: afina, ta’kif
ghandna nobdu I-ligi U Alla, ried li jkompli bir-reqqa kollha kull ordni ta’ Mosé. 1Zda, ghad li
Gesu, matul il-hajja tieghu, tana diversi drabi ezempji ta’ kif ghandna ngibu ruhna mal-ligi
tal-Mulej, akina ta’ bnedmin dghajfa li akina, mhux darba u tnejn inqasna minnha, ma tajniex
kaz taghha u ghamilna dak li ghogob lilna.

Il-bniedem bil-gherf tieghu wasal biex jibni imperu l-aktar gawwi ta’ xjenza u ta’tekno-
logija, izda dan, minflok Ui ressqu lejn Alla, ghamlu aktar egoista u materjalista u beghdu
aktar minnu u wasal biex sar ilsir tal-istess xjenza tieghu. Dan gdra minkabba n-nugqas ta’
lealta lejn il-ligi t'Alla, ghaliex il-firda minn Alle $gib maghha kull xorta ta’ abbuz u
dizubbidjenza.

Imma I-Knisja mwagqgqfa minn Gesu sabiex tghin lill-bniedem jaghraf l-izbalji tieghu u
jindem minnhom, ghazlet Zmien, ir-Randan Imgaddes, biex fih idur dawra mal-kuxjenza
tieghu u jara f’hiex qed jongos. Fil-granet tar-Randan ripetutament twissina bi kliem Sidna
Gesu “Indmu u emmnu fil-Bxara t-Tajba”.

1l-Knisja dan ma taghimlux sabiex timliena bid-dwejjaq, anzi ghall-kuntrarju, sabiex
tefilisna minnhom. Ghaliex min ighix qrib ta’ Alla, aktar ighix kuntent. Huwa veru li meta
afina naghrfu l-izbalji taghna tigina (-tentazzjoni li nagtghu qalbna. Imma Alla huwa dejjem
lest |li jilgaghna jekk ahna nkunu umli, naghrfu l-mizerja taghna u nindmu mill-hazen li
nkunu wettagna.

Hija drawwa antika fil-Knisja, li fil-festa tal-Prezentazzjoni ta’ Sidna Gesu, festa li ahna
nsibuha wkoll il-festa tal-“Gandlora®, tqassam ix-xema’ fost dawk li jkunu prezenti, ghall-
Quddiesa prinéipali tal-gurnata, biex jixgheluhom wagt il-quddiesa, cerimonja li biha I-
Knisja tfakkarna li Gesit huwa d-Dawl tad-dinja. Gestt huwa dawl spiritwali ghall-problemi
u d-dubji kollha Ii jhawdu mokihi il-bniedem. Meta Xmun refa’ fuq dirghajh lil Gesu, gal:
“Dawl biex idawwal lill-gnus”. Gesi huwa wkoll il-Relsien. Xmun kompla jghid: “Issa, o
Sinjur, halli lill-qaddej tieghek imur fis-sliem skond kelmtek, ghaliex ghajnejja raw il-helsien
tieghek!”

Barramid-dawl ta’ Sidna Gesi hemm ukoll dak to’ Marija, omm Gesi u ommna. “U inti
seff jinfidlek qalbek” kompla jghid Xmun lil Marija. Ommna Marija tghallimna (a) is-sakilia
Jil-fidi, anke jekk din titlob minna sagrifiééju fl-ideat, fil-qalb taghna, kif ukoll fis-sensi
tagkna. (b) Tghallimna l-kuragg u t-tama, iewg virtujiet tant bionnjuzi fil-kajja taghna
nisranija.

Tajjeb, ghalhekk, li f'dawn il-granet ta’ Grazzja, imnedija mill-Knisja Ommna, ir-
Randan Imgaddes, nirrikorru lejn Sidna Marija, biex timliena bil-qawwa u I-kuragg, Ralli
mdawlin minn Sidna Gesa, infittxu li naghrfu l-izbalji taghna, nitolbu malifra taghhom,
Falli nibdew hajja gdida, hajja li taghmilna aktar qrib Alla, aktar hienja fuq l-art, Rajja li
twassalna fil-glorja fi hdan il-Missier, liuna Gesi u Ommna Marija fis-sema. '
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lsqof N. Cauchx

(23) Poezua Maltija Kontemporanja

Intemmu din il-lista twila ta’ poeti li f'kull
'zmien u bl-ilsna differenti ghannew it:

tifhir lill-Madonna, billi naghtu daqqa

t'ghajn hafifa lil hames poeti Maltin, ta’
zmienna, u li tlieta minnhom huma
religjuzi, jigifieri gizwita, kapuécin u patri
ta’ Giezu.

Patri Guzeppi Delia S.J.

Patri Delia twieled is-Siggiewi fl-1
t'April, 1900. Studja fi-iskola primarja tar-
rahal u fil-Kullegg ta’ San Lwigi. Dahal
novizz mal-Gizwiti fi Sqallija u kompla I-
istudji teologi¢i fDublin u fRuma. Gie
ordnat sacerdot fl-Irlanda fil-31 ta’ Lulju,
1930. Fil-Kumpanija ta’ Gesu, kellu diversi
ufficéji, fosthom Rettur tal-Kullegg ta’ San
Lwigi, l-ewwel provinéjal tal-Provinéja
Maltija li ngatghet minn dik ta’ Sqallija,
superjur tad-dar tan-Naxxar u iktar tard
f'dik ta’ San Filipputa’ I-Isla. Kien edukatur
ghagli u predikatur maghruf.

Kellu hafna ghal qalbu I-ilsien u I-
letteratura Maltija u Rajjar diversi zgha-
zagh biex jaghtuha ghall-kitba. Kien
wiehed mill-membri tal-Kunsill tal-
Kittieba Maltin. Barra mill-publikazzjoni-
jiet ta’ xehta axetika, bhalma huma I-
meditazzjonijiet, Ralla wkoll xi xoghlijiet
poetic¢i, fosthom ’“‘Leggendi” u “Meta
tohlom il-Qalb". Miet fid-29 ta’ Settembru
1980. (Lehen is-Sewwa 1/11/80 pag. 5).
Patri Delia beda jikteb bil-Malti fl-1922,
meta kien ghadu jistudja Spanja, fejn galeb
ukoll ghall-Ispanjol il-poezija “Vjatku" ta’
Dun Karm. Fil-poeziji tieghu huwa gharaf
jinseg flimkien is-semplicita ta” kliem hafif
mal-profondita tal-Asibijiet u tas-
sentimenti religjuzi tieghu. F'wahda mil-
leggendi helwin tieghu, “li-Madonna
Purtinara” jesprimi I-fiduc¢ja fil-Vergni
Mbierka fil-mumenti ta’ dubju u.ta’ krizi.
ImhAabbtu lejn il-Madonna tinAass ukoll
f'poeziji ofira bhal “Ave Marija” li minnha
nisiltu din l-istrofa:

“Kif fuq ix-xefag kemm-kemm bajdani,
Troxx bi hlewwitha tas-sebh id-dija,
Lilek, Sultana, b’leRinhom safi

Isellmu I-gniepen: Ave Marija”.

Ruzar Briffa

Kien iben Duminku Briffa u Gannina
Debono u twieled fil-Belt Vallettafis-16ta’
Jannar, 1906. Ha |-edukazzjoni tieghu fl-
iskola primarja tal-Gvern, fil-Liceo u fl-
Universita ta” Malta. Kiseb il-grad B.Sc. fl-
1928 u d-Dottorat fil-Medicina fI-1932 u
beda jafidem ta’ tabib. Specjalizza fid-
dermatologija u fil-mard tropikali, billi
ghamel kors ta’ studji fl-Institute of Derma-
tology ta’ Londra u iehor fil-Calcutta
School of Tropical Diseases, fl-Indja. Kien
lecturer fuq dan is-suggett fil-Medical
School mill-1951 sal-1963 u konsulent
mediku f'diversi sptarijiet ta’ pajjizna.

Beda jofirog “Lefien il-Malti” f1-1931 u
flimien ma’ Dr. Guz& Bonnici, waqqaf |-
Ghaqgda tal-Malti (Universita) fl-istess
sena. ll-poeziji tieghu, li gabel kienu dehru
fil-Pronostku u f'xi rivisti letteraji, gew
migbura fi ktieb stampat fI-1960. Dr. Ruzar
Briffa miet fit-22 ta” Frar, 1963.

~ Wahda mili-isbah poeziji li hargu minn
mohh u minn qgalb dan il-poeta hija talba
till-Addolorata li ggib I-isem “ll-Ghanja ta’
T-Imnikket”.

O Madonna tad-Duluri,

mhux il-ward

jien fittixt ha nsebbafi darek

u nfewwabhlek lil artalek,

imma xewk minn galb ix-xaghri
u l-ghollieq, marrad musfari,

O Madonna tad-Duluri,

dana biss.

O Madonna tad-Duluri,
I-ofrajn gew
u bid-deheb ghammru lil darek



u bil-hagar sawwru artalek —
jiena biss kont il-barrani,
minghajr ward u deheb il-ghani,
jiena biss!

O Madonna tad-Duluri,
ma stmerrejtx,
Int I-imnikket gewwa darek,
‘'ma tbissimt minn fuq artalek;
kollok hilewwa, kollok hniena,
serraht int lill-qalb ghajjiena,
inti biss!

{I-Muza Maltija, Prof. G. Aquilina,

pag. 131).

Patri Mattew Sultana, Kapucéin

Twieled ix-Xaghra, Ghawdex, fil-b
t'Awissu, 1918. Wara li studja fl-iskola tal-
Gvern ta’ rahal twelidu u fis-Seminarju
t'GRawdex, fl-1934 dahal novizz mal-
Patrijiet Kapuc¢cini u réieva I-Ordinazzjoni
Sacerdotali fl-1942. Barra mix-xoghol ta’
Kappiilan fl-isptarijiet, Patri Mattew ghal-
fem fil-Kullegg ta’ I-Ordni, kif ukoll fi-
Istitut Tekniku tal-Gvern. {Profil Lehen is-
Sewwa, 28/6/80, pag. 7). Miet fis-17 ta’
Frar, 1986.

ll-poeziji tieghu dehru f'xi perijodici
fosthom “Lehen il-Maltl”, “Lefien is-
Sewwa’”, u “Ghawdex”. Ghamel gabra
taghhom fil-ktieb “‘Hsieb u Hajja"”’. Kiteb
ukoll rumanz, “Destin ta’ Mhabba”
(1959).

Huma kotrana |-poeziji li kiteb dwar il=
Madonna, specjalment fuq is-suggett tat-
Twelid taghha, “Marija Bambina’. Hija
hielwa wkoll din is-silta mill-poezija “L-
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Angelus” (II-Muza Maltija pag. 226):

“Ma’ tmiem il-jum kif theggeg
is-sbuhija....
Fl-ibliet u r-riula kollha ddoqqganpiena
U ma’ lehinha jitlob il-Aolgien:
“|s-Sliem Ghalik”...u jghid I-Ave
' Marija
Imbaghad jimtedd fi Fidan il-poezija.

Dr. Anton Buttigieg LL.D.

Twieled il-Qala, Ghawdex minn Salva-
tore u Koncetta Falzon fid-19 ta’ Frar,
1912. Wara li temm l-iskola primarja tal-
Qala, mar jitghallem fis-Seminarju Minuri

t'Ghawdex, fejn iltaqa’ mal-Professur
Guze Aquilina, li dak inhar kien student
bhalu, u dan mexxich fi-ewwel passi tal
karriera letterarja bili ghallmu |- elementl
tal-Prosodija Maltija.

Meta |-familja ta’ Buttigieg mairet
toqghod Malta, dahhluh student fil-
Kullegg ta’ San Luigi fejn Ha I-matrikola.
Wara dahal is-Seminarju tal-l urjana u
ghal tliet snin studja t-Teologija. Mill-Uni-
vorsita ta” Malta, Ral gradta’ B.A. fl-1931
u ta’ Duttur fil-Ligi fl-1940. Barra milli
Radem ta’ Avukat, Dr. Buttigieg kien attiv
fil-politika, sar Deputy Leader tal-Malta
Labour Party fl-1962, kien membru tal-
Parlament, okkupa diversi ministeri
fosthom dak tal-Gustizzja u ta’ I-Affarijiet
Parlamentari u fl-1976 lahag President
tar-Repubblika Maltija. Miet fil-5 ta’ Mejju,
1983.
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Gie msejjah “il-poeta tan-natura’ fuq |-
ezempju tal-poeta Ingliz William
Wordsworth. Buttigieg kiteb poeziji
maghrufin mhux biss ghall-Alewwa u
ghiall-originalita taghhom, izda wkoll ghas-
sens religjuz Il-iktar profond li xi whud
minnhom jahbu fihom. Fost il-kotba tal-
poezija li ppubblika, hemm “Mill-Gallerija
ta’ Zghoziti” (1946), “Fanali bil-lejl”
{1949) u “Ejjew nidhku ftit"" li hu ktieb ta’
epigrammi.

il-gima tieghu lejn il-Madonna, tidher
f'diversi poeziji tieghu fosthom wahda
mill-aktar bikrin li minnha ser niehdu s-
silta li gejja, “Lil Omm Alla Tieghi’":

“Meta niftakar fik, Omm Alla tieghi,
f'mofifi kull Aliga ngib, safja bajdana:
il-gilju ta’ gol-wied mimli bil-fwieha,
hamiema bajda fuq sagajn hamrana.

‘Mma fl-istess Rin li narak bla tebgha,
fuq il-Kalvarju, narak wisq mikduda,
hdejn Ibnek fuq salib' bejn Zewg
halliela,
b'qalbek b'seba’ xwabel dionk
minfudal

Patri Marjan Vella O.F.M.

Twieled tas-Sliema fl-14 ta’ Dicembru,
1927, dahal novizz mal-Patrijiet ta’ Giezu
fl-1942 u sar gassis fl-1952. Kiteb kemm
proza kif ukoll poezija. "‘Gizimin Ahmar’’
huwa I-ktieb li fih gabar il-poeziji tieghu
ghat-tfal. Ghandu wkoll gabriet ohra ta’
xoghlijiet _poeti¢i bhad-"Dghajjes tal-
Karti”’ ippubblikat fl-1969 u “Qoffa Rih”
mitbugh fl-1985. Huwa awtur ta’ zewg
oratorji fuq San Fragisk u fug il-Madonna
tas-Sacro Cuor. Ippubblika wkoll tmien
bijografiji, wahda minnhom dwar il-
Qaddej t'Alla Nazju Falzon. Patri Marjan
miet fl-isptar San Luqa fil-25 ta’ Frar,
1988. Hafna drabi fil-poeziji tieghu jfafiRar
lill-Vergni Mbierka, u meta kien marid fl-
isptar gabel ma miet, kiteb |-ahiRar sunett
tieghu li huwa talba sabiha lill-Madonna.

Hafna u hafna poeti ofira barra mill-ftit li
semmejna, fil-qasam tal-Letteratura
Maltija, semmew b'tifhir lill-Vergni Omm
Alla. Ahna ser nieqfu hawn, bit-tama, li
ofirajn ikomplu x-xoghol mibdi minna, u
jaghtuna taghrif iktar shif u dettaljat dwar
dan is-suggett li huwa parti mhix zghira
tal-poezija religjuza.

TMIEM.

kollha, biex tkun [-Omm tal-gnus.

IL-PURIFIKAZZJONI U L-PREZENTAZZJONI TAL-MADONNA

Wara li ghialgilhom iz-zmien ghall-purifikazzjoni taghhom, skond il-ligi ta’ Mose,
. haduh Gerusalemm biex jipprezentawh llll-Mulej u biex joffru sagrificcju.

Kienet il-konsagrazzjoni totali [i Marija tat lilha nfisha lil Alla u dan sthoqgilha
tkun dagshekk maghiquda Mieghu hekk li ssir Omm.

ll-verginita ta’ Marija gabitilna karattru ta’ konsagrazzjoni li ntghazlet mill-ohrajn

GesU hu l-ewwel tifel, “Primogenitu”’ ghax kellu jigi pprezentat fit-tempju, skond
id-drawwa tal-Lhud. Marija tat lid-dinja “I-lben ikkonsagrat"’.

(S. Luqa).

{Sac. . Alberione).

(Max Thurlan).

(P.C. Landucci).
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Ulied il-Knisja, ahna wlied ukoll Marija.
Hafna nsara jhossu r-rabta taghhom ma’
din Ommna u anke jesprimuha, fil-familja,
fit-talb, fl-apostolat marjan, u mhux inqas
fiz-zjajjar lis-santwarji ddedikati lilha. lzda
kull laggha li jkollna maghha Marija ma
tridx hlief tmexxina biex tlaggaghna ma’
Binha, il-veru Mghallem taghina, alavolja
kultant dak li jghallimna nsibuh iebes biex
nifhmuh u iktar u iktar biex inwettquh.

F’dawn 1 artikli gosra, parti minnhom
ibbazati fuq il-ktieb “The Hard Sayings
of Jesus” ta’ F.F. Bruce, ingeddu l-fiducja
f'Marija wagqt li nisthajluha terga’
ssemmaghilna lehinha, bhal dak inhar tat-
tieg ta’ Kana, biex b’herqa kbira
tghidilna:

Kunu Mela Perfetti )

“Kunu mela perfetti bhalma hu perfett
Missierkom li hu fis-smewwiet” (Mt 5:48).
Kristu talab dan flimkien ma’ gabra shiha
ta’ taghilim iehor, kull darba b’certu para-

® gun: “Smajtux’intgal...imma jiena nghidil-
L l kom”, maghruf bRala d-diskors tal-
muntanja. (cfr. Mt 5-7).

Xi studjuzi, quddiem din I-istedina ta’
o o Kristu, Rasbuh ged jaghmel sejha doppja:
J h d lk wafida dik generali ghal kulhadd, bhala

g l l Om nsara komuni, u l-ofira permezz ta’ pariri
ta’ perfezzjoni, bhalma hi din, ghal dawk ta’

hajjata’ qdusija. lzda Kristu mhuxxi ghazla
ried ipoggi quddiemna, il-wahda jew |-
H 39 ohra, bhallikieku bejn tnejn proposti
u minnu. Ghandu [-istess sejha wahda ghal .
kulhadd, izda differenti minn dik li toffri d-
dinja. Hija s-sejha tas-Saltna |I-Gdida ghal
dawk kollha li jridu jkunu segwaci tieghiu.

Fil-fatt hemm qgabza kbira bejn dak li
tghallem id-dinja u dak gdid ta’ Kristu. Li
taghmel il-gid lil min jaghmillek pjacir hu
parir li jghalimuh anke I-pagani, waqt li

Kitha ta’ : jghallmu wkoll li hu Razin tpatti I-gid bid-
deni. 1zda liema morali tghallem li wiehed
DUN SALV GRIMA ghandu jaghmel il-gid sahansitra lil min

ikun ghamillu d-deni? Dik kristjana biss.

Biex tassew nissiehbu fis-Saltna I-Gdida
jehtieg li I-imgieba taghina jkollha xi haga




174 — “Madonna ta’ Pinu”, Jannar-Frar, 1989

aqwa, iktar nobbli minn dik ta’ I-ofrajn.
“Nghidilkom li jekk il-hajja tajba taghkom
ma tkunx Rafna ahjar minn dik tal-kittieba
u I-Farize}, ma tidhlux fis-Saltna tas-
Smewwiet” (Mt 5:20). Hu fid-dawl ta’ dan
Ii Kristu ged isejhilna biex inkunu perfetti.

lzda nistagsu: Ghaliex “bRalma hu
perfett Missierkom li hu fis-smewwiet?”
Min jista’ jasal s'Themm? Mhux ghalxejn
tipprova?

Diga rajna li | kuntest tal-kliem ta’ Kristu
huwa dwar I-imhabba, u ghalhekk dwar I-
img@ieba taghna mal-proxxmu. Kien Kristu
stess li fisser min hu I-proxxmu u
x'img@icba ghandu jkollna mieghu. (cfr. lI-
Parabbola tas-Samaritan it-Tajjeb, Lg
10:25-37).

Ir-ragunament li toffri d-dinja hu boghod
minn dak li jghallem Kristu. Nisthajluha
tistagsi: “‘Ghax ghandi ngib ruhi ta’
proxxmu ma’ dak li mieghi ma gabx rufiu
hekk?"" Biex jilga’ kontra din id-diffikulta,
id-dixxiplu ta’ Kristu jehtieg lil xi hadd
bhala mudell, bhala ideal tieghu, anke fejn
hu diffi¢li. Dan il-mudell hu ““Missierkom li
hu fis-smewwiet, itella’ x-xemx tieghiu sew
fuq il-Aziena sew fugq it-tajbin, u jnizzel ix-
xita sew fuqg min hu tajjeb u sew fuq min
mhuwiex’’. (Mt 5:45).

Huwa Missier li ma jaghmilx diskrimi-

nazzjoni fl-imfiabba tieghu. U kien Kristu i
ghamilna wlied dan il-Missier biex ingorru
fina dak ix-xebh anke fl-imgieba taghina.
ARna ghandna nkunu I-kopja fidila tieghu
fejn tidhol I-imhabba lejn I-ofirajn. F'San
Luqa, fit-test parallelu ghal dak ta’ San
Mattew, Kristu jkompli jfissrilna: “’U tkunu
wlied Alla J-gholi li hu tajjeb ma’ I-ingrati u
I-Aziena. Hennu, bRalma hu hanin
Missierkom”. (Lq 6:35-36).

Ghalkemm f'San Luqga kliem Kristu hit xi
ftit differenti, nistghu nigbru z-zewg ver-
zjonijiet flimkien biex nifhmu I-wahda
permezz ta’ |-ohra, wagqt li t-tnejn flimkien
nistghu narawhom xi haga hekk: “Intom
ghandkom tkunu perfetti fl-eghmejjel tal-
hiniena taghkom, ghax hekk hu Alla”. Jew
fi kliem iehor: “Bhalma |-Missier taghna
huwa kollu hniena mis-sema, hekk ukoll
intom ghandkom turu Aniena fuq l-art”.

Is-sens tas-sejha |i ghamlilna Kristu
mhux wiehed tqil biex jiftiehem dagskemm
hu tqil biex jigi mwettag. Ghandna
ghalhekk stedina, ghalina I-insara, biex:

a) naghmlu xi haga ahjar li tiddistin-
gwina mill-bnedmin I-ofira, u

b) inharsulejn l-agwa ezempju li nsibu
f’Alla nnifsu, biex inkunu nistghu nimxu 'l
quddiem (kunu perfetti).

nakkwistawhom.

Library””

jkunu utli
Santwarju.

TRID TGHIN

Jekk inti ghandek xi kotba li jistghu b'xi mod ighinu lil dawk li jkunu
| jridu jaghmlu uzu mill-Biblijoteka Marjana tas-Santwarju u ghalik ma
humiex ta’ siwi, lilna jistghu jiswewlna hafna jekk tghinna sabiex

Dawk li jirregalaw aktar minn 500 ktieb ikollhom riservata
ghalihom sezzjoni mill-Biblijoteka li tissemma ‘‘N.N. Memorial

Naccettaw ukoll oggetti li huma zejda ghalik jew thoss li jistghu
ghall-Muzew |li ghandna

I-Asieb li nwaqqgfu fis-
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‘Ma' Marija fi3-Zghosija

Mill-

KAN. JOE MEJLAK

TATIANA GORITCHEVA U L-MADONNA

Il-maghruf kittieb René Lauretin, fil-ktieb “Din l-esperjenza u kuntatt ta’ mhabba u
tieghu "“Tutte le genti mi diranno beata”, djalogu ma’ I-Omm t'Alla hi I-bazi ta’ hajjitna
jippublika siltiet dwar wahda mara Russa, atea gewwa r-Russja. Fil-Punent, ittendejt li -Omm
(jigifieri ma temminx b’Alla), jisimha Tatiana t'‘Alla xi drabi hija figura ideali biss, anzi xi
Goritcheva, li bil-mod il-mod resqet lejn il- kultant mhix aéc¢ettata.

Madonna. “I3da ghalina, I-Omm t'Alla, Teotokos’, mhix

Min hi Tatiana Goritcheva? Trabbiet ma’ idea jew figura ideali. lzda 1-Omm t'Alla hija
genituri atei u giet edukata fi-ateizmu. Waqqfet grib taghna aktar milliahina gribtagfina nfusna.
I-ewwel moviment femminista fir-Russja u tatu GHRalina, Marija hija persuna reali; hija persuna
I-isem ta’ Marija. komplita u trasfigurata li tghinna biex ahna

Wara |i ghexet hajjitha f'¢ivilta atea, sabet |- ni};rasfiguraw rufina (jigifieri ninbidlu ghall-
ekwilibriju tagfha f'Marija, Omm Kristu. Hija ahjar).
stess irrakkontat il-konverzjoni taghha f'inter- “Meta stqarrejt dawn il-Asibijiet tieghi fil-
vista li sarititha fil-15 ta’ Marzu, 1982. Punent, kien hemm min galli li ha l-impressjoni

Nisimghu lilha tirrakkonta. li afina npoggu lil Marija flok Kristu, jew qabel
Kristu. Dan zgur li le. Kristu hu Alla, “veru Alla
u veru bniedem”. U 1-Omm t'Alla mhix
“screen’” biex tghatti lil Kristu, izda hija Dik li

twassalina ghand Kristu.

“Kristu ha I-gisem f'Marija, u ghalina Marija
hija xbieha tal-Knisja. Fi-istess Rin hi ghandha
post specijali fil-Knisja li taghha hija membru. Hi
I-Omm t’Alla u t-triq li twassalna ghiand Kristu.

“Jiena twelidt go familja atea. Kont ninteres-
sa 1uhi [il-Filosofija. Bdejt ninteressa ruhi fil-
yoga.

“Darba kont ged naghmel meditazzjoni u
bdejt nghid il “Missierna’” ghax fil yoga |
“Missierna’” hi forma ta’ meditazzjoni. Bdejt
nghid din it-talba minghajr ma kont nemmen bi-
ebda mod li hemm Alla fis-Sema.

“lzda, malli ghidt il-“Missierna” xi Fames

jew sitt darbiet, irrealizzajt li dan il-Missier “Marija hija prezenti f'hajjitna dags Kristu,

mhux biss jezisti, izda jAobbni wkoll u ialag kull b’med car uli nistghu mmissuha bidejna, tant i
: ma nistghux ingisu lil Marija bhala haga jew
Raga madwarna. e gr e A
N T ) persuna astratta (jigifieri qisha xi haga jew xi
U skoprejt lili nnifsi bRala bniedma u bhala persuna li gieghda tghix fl-ajru, ‘il boghod

mara f'ghaqda ma’ I-Omm t'Alla. minna)”.
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SANTWARJI MARJANI
F’GHAWDEX

Kitba ta’ MONS. CARMELO SCICLUNA, Aréipriet tal-Katidral

(12) IL-KOLLEGGJATA BAZILIKA
TAT-TWELID TAL-MADONNA

Wiehed ukoll huwa s-Santwarju Marjan
li jinsab fir-rahal tax-Xaghra. Dan is-sant-
warju hu ddedikat lit-Twelid tal-Madonna.

Patri Alessandru Bonnici O.F.M. fl-
artiklu tieghu dwar il-""Grajjiet Bikrin tal-
Parroc¢éa tax-Xaghra” li deher f'pagna 17
tal-ktieb li fakkar eghluq il-100 sena mill-
Konsagrazzjoni ta’ din il-Knisja Parrokkjali
tax-Xaghra jghidilna hekk: “Wagqt il-vizta
pastorali tieghu, fis-sena 1687, I-Isqgof
David Cocco Palmeri ntebah bil-bzonn i
jwaqqaf xi parrocci godda fl-irhula ta’
Ghawdex li kienu mbeghdin mir-Rabat.
Dawn I-inhawi li kienu fil-bzonn ‘ta’
Parroc¢éa, ma jissemmewx biss bl-isem tal-
post; huma jissejhu bit-titlu tal-Knisja
ewlenija taghhom. Ghalhekk, nagraw
f'dokument gadim, li llum jinsab ippubbli-
kat (Ara Alex. Bonnici, ‘I-Matriéi Kolleg
gjata ta’ I-Assunta u.l-ewwel parroéci ta’
Ghawdex’, 1975, pp. 118-120) liI-Parrog¢éi
kellhom bzonn isiru f'Santa Margerita ta’
Sannat, f'Sant’Anton tax-Xaghra, f'Santa
Marija tal-Qala, u f'Santa Marija tal-
Mirakli (Din ta" I-ahhar tissemma minghajr
indikazzjoni tal-post; imma nafu li hi dik
taz-Zebbug.)”

ll-knisja ta’ Sant’Anton Abbati li giet
maghzula bhalal-ewwel Knisja Parrokkjali
tax-Xaghra, ma bdietx il-hidma parrokkjali
taghha fit-28 ta” April, 1688, meta I-Isqof
Cocco Palmeri hareg id-digriet tieghu tat-
twaqqif ta’ I-4 parroééi msemmija, imma
meta dan id-digriet gie kkonfermat minn
Ruma fil-5 ta’ Marzu, 1689. U biex inkunu
aktar ezatti, din il-Knisja bdiet tiffunzjona
ta’ parroééa fl-10 ta’ Gunju, 1689, meta |-

awwel Kappillan, Dun Bernard Formosa,
ha I-pussess tieghu, ezattament erbat
ijiem wara li din il-konferma waslet minn
Ruma. -Ftit wara |i din il-Knisja ta’
Sant’Anton Abbati giet maghzula bRala |-
Knisja Parrokkjali, il-poplu tax-Xaghra
minnufih beda jahseb biex jibni knisja
ofira ikbar fejn hemm il-knisja parrokkjali
flum. Din il-Knisja tlestiet fis-sena 1692 u
fil-25 ta” Mejju ta’ l-istess sena giet
mahtura bhala 1-parro¢éa wahdanija ta’
dan ir-rahal. Dan it-tempju gdid, mibni
mill-Isqallin, kien ¢ie ddedikat Ilill-
Madonna tal-Grazzji. Imma dan it-titlu ma
damx ma gie mibdul. Kien id-9 ta’ Ottubru,
1692, meta t-titlu tal-Madonna tal-Grazzji
tbiddel f'dak tat-Twelid tal-Madonna
bAalma ghadu sal-gurnata tal-lum.

il-Knisja ta’ Sant’/Anton Abbati damet
isservi ta’ parrocca sal-25 ta’ Mejju, 1692.

Mal-girja hafita tas-snin, il-poplu tax-
Xaghra beda jikber gmielu u allura hass il-
bzonn li jkollu knisja akbar. Tant hu hekk,
illi fis-sena 1813, il-KappillanDun Vinéenz
Cauchi heggeg lill-parruécani tieghu biex
jibnu knisja gdida. Malajr inbeda x-xoghol
ta’ din | opra gdida mill-imghallem
Frangisk Portelli mir-Rabat fuq pjanta tal-
Kanonku Dun Salv Bondi.

1zda x-xorti mxiet Razin mal-bini ta’ din -

il-knisja. F'dan iz-zmien Rakmet il-pesta
f'Ghawdex. Ix-xoghol kellu bilfors jieqaf.
Hafna nies mietu fosthom l-istess Kappil-
lan u |-poplu kollu'tal-gzira waqa’ f'faqar |-
iktar kbir. Ghalhekk, il-poplu tax-Xaghra
ma setax jaghti aktar flus ghall-bini ta’ din
il-knisja. "

lzda b'xorti tajba fis-sena 1833 laRaq



Kappillan ta’ din il-knisja Dun Mikiel
Frangisk Buttigieg — dak li iktar tard kellu
jkun l-ewwel Isqof ta” Ghawdex. Dan mill-
gdid heggeg lill-poplu tax-Xaghra biex ikun
generuz halli titkompla I-knisja mibdija. U
biex jaghmel kuragg lill-poplu kien hu
stess li ta somma ta’ flus ghall-bini tal-
knisja.

Flimkien mal-Kappillan Buttigieg hadmu
wkoll bla heda u stinkaw bis-shih ghat-
tkomplija ta’ din il-knisja Dun Frangisk
Mercieca u Dun Guzepp Xertili gew inkari-
gati ghal dan ix-xoghol mili-Isgof Sant kif
tixhed I-ewwel Vizta Pastorali tieghu tas-
sena 1848.

Dan il-maqgdes gdid tlesta fl-1855 u gie
mbierek b’festa |-iktar sabiha mill-Vigarju
Generali Dun Vincens Chapelle fil-14 ta’
Frar ta’ l-istess sena. Folol kbar ta’ nies
hadu sehem fi¢-cerimonja tat-tberik tal-
knisja. ’

lHlum il-knisja tax-Xaghra hi mghammra
b'pittura mill-isbah. Bizzejjed nghidu li
f'dan it-tempju nsibu xoghlijiet ta’ Virginio
Monti, Guzé Cali, Frangisk Zahra u Karlu
Gimach.

lzda bla dubju ta” xejn l-arzella ta’ tuq il-
kor ghall-gmiel u s-sbuhija taghha tiswa I-
knisja kollha. Bosta huma dawk id-dilet-
tanti li ta’ spiss izuru din il-knisja biex
joqoghdu jitpaxxew bil-hlewwa ta’" din I-
arzella.

Dawn I-ahhar 20 sena mbaghad f'dan it-
tempju saru bosta xoghlijiet ta’ rham mill-
ifien. Bizzejjed insemmu I-paviment, il-
kancell, zewg ventartali, il-famuz pulptu u
I-kisi tal-knisja koliha. L-opri kbar li mal-
mixja tas-snin geghdin isiru f'dan it-
tempju juru bié-car kemm il-poplu tax-
Xaghra jghozz dan it-tempju bhala I-
eghzez Raga ta’ galbu. '

Dan is-santwarju gie mgholli ghad
dinjita ta’ Kolleggjata fis-sena 1900 b'rak-
komandazzjoni ta’ I-Isqof Camilleri. FI-
1950 f'din il-knisja saru festi specjali biex
ifakkru ¢-cinkwantinarju ta’ dan il-
privilegg. Din il-knisja giet ikkonsagrata
fis-26 ta’ Mejju 1878 mill-}Jsqof ta’
Ghawdex, Pietru Pace. Saret arcipretali
fis-sena 1893 u giet imzejna bit-titlu ta’
Bazilika fis-sena 1967.
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L-Istatwa ta’ Marija Bambina fil-
Kolleggjata Bazilika tax-Xaghra li giet
inkurunata fit-2 ta’ Settembru, 1973
mill-Isqgof ta’ Ghawdex, Mons. N. Cauchi

Grajja importanti ofira ghal din il-Knisja
Baazilika hija dik ta’ I-Inkurunazzjoni ta’ I-
istatwa ta’ Marija Bambina fit-2 ta’ Set-
tembru, 1973, mill-lsqof ta’” Ghawdex,
Mons. N. Cauchi, meta I-parrocéa kienet
bla Raghaj, billi fLulju 1973 kien miet |-
Arcipriet Mons. M’Ang Cauchi. Fil-fatt I-
Arcipriet tal-lum, Mons. Ewkaristiku
Sultana ha I-pussess ta’ din il-parroécéa fl-
14 t'Ottubru, 1973.

F'dawn [-ahRar snin," il-parro¢éa tax-
Xaghra ghamlet progress kbir fil-gasam
pastorali u fil-prezent din il-parro¢éa
yeghda tkun in-niega ta’ bosta vokazzjoni-
jiet sacerdotali.

Tassew li s-Santwarju Marjan tax-
Xaghra huwa wiehed mill-isbah gawhriet
li geghdin izejnu 'l-gzira tat-tliet gholjiet.
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IL-MADONNA
TA" PINU

FI PRATO
L-ITALJA

Don O.rfeo Pastorelli, kappillan tal-Parroéca ta’
San Silvestru, ibierek I-inkwadru tal-Madonna
ta’ Pinu

Bhalma kulhadd jaf, id-devozzjoni lejn il-Madonna ta’ Pinu gieghda tixtered f'hafna
pajjizi. L-ewwel pajjiz kien Tunes, wara |-Awstralja permezz ta’ Rutna l-emigranti
Ghawdxin, |-Indja, il-Germanja u issa wkoll fl-ltalja.

Dan [-ahifar, sacerdot GRawdxi li ta’ kull sena jitla’ Prato sabiex jaghmel xoghol
pastorali, rnexxielu jdahhal id-devozzjoni lejn il-Madonna Ta’ Pinu fil-parro¢éa ta’ San
Silvestru, Tobbiana.gewwa Prato.

Kien nhar il-Hadd, I-1 ta’ Jannar, 1989, festa tal-Madonna Omm Alla, meta I-kappillan
don Orfeo Pastorelli bierek quddiem folla kbira ta’ nies I-inkwadru tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu. L-
inkwadru tal-Madonna gie pprezentat lill-Parroc¢a ta’ Tobbiana minn saéerdot Ghawdxi.

it-tberik ta’ I-inkwadru
sar wara |-quddiesa
tad-9.00 a.m. fejn wara,
il-kappillan u s-
sacerdot Ghawdxi
kellmu lin-nies fuq il-
grajja tal-Madonna Ta’
Pinu. li-kapplillan
tkellem ukoll fuq il-
grajja ta’ Pinu wara |-
guddiesa tal-11.00 a.m.
u tal-b.00 ta’ til-
ghaxija.

kollha prezenti resqu jbusu x-xbieha tal-Madonna
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L-inkwadru ghaziz tal-
Madonna ta’ Pinu tpogga fuq I-
artal il-jum kollu espost ghall-
gima tal-fidili. Wara l-quddiesa
tal-5.00 p.m. saret purcissjoni
bi-inkwadru u wara tpogga fil-
knisja. Hafna nies poggew fjuri
u xema’' quddiem Ix-xbieha lal-
Madonna u tgassmu 500 santa
tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu bit-talba
bit-Talijan.

Nittama i qassisin ohra
Ghawdxin idahhiu din id-devoz-
zjoni fil-pajjiz fejn ged jahdmu.
B'hekk id-devozzjoni lejn il-
Madonna ta’ Pinu tinxtered
mad-dinja.

FR. A. SCHEMBRI.

—_— 0 ————

ll-kappillan Don Orfeo Pasto-
relli juri l-inkwadru tal-
Madonna lin-nies prezenti.

Parti mill-folla prezenti flimkien mal-kappillan imdawrin madwar l-inkwadru tal-
Madonna jiehdu ritratt bhala tifkira tal-migja ta’ l-inkwadru tal-Madonna fil-
parroééa taghhom '
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How an extraordinary oversight was remedied in a more extraordinary way. The
story of the incredible constructional success of

- the famous stairway

A few years had passed since | first heard of the remarkable church in Santa Fe, New
Mexico, our Lady of Light Chapel. A great deal has been written and said about this church,
or to be more precise the stairway within the building. Recently | was presented with a
picture of the remarkable construction so | thought perhaps the story would be worth telling
yet again. Just over 150 years ago the Sisters of Loretto left Kentucky and travelled down
the Mississippi River until they landed at St Louis. This was not their destination; they were
heading southwest to Santa Fe.

In the fall of 1852, they established a
convent there and some lwenly years or so
later In 1873 they added a Gothic chapel.
At the suggestion of Bishop Lamy, the
church was built to a similar design as the
Sainte-Chapelle in Paris.

It took five years to complete the work on
the new church but no sooner had the
builders declared it finished — than it was
discovered, to everyone’s horror, that it
was anything but: there was no way to get
from the body of the church to the choir loft

One can imagine the state the good
sisters were in, but they were resolute

women and refused to panic. They discus-
sed and decided thal indeed this was a
time for prayer.

So they resolved to turnto St Joseph and
through a novena to him asked him to aind
them in their dilemma.

Now it is at this point that the real story
begins through the arrival of a grey-haired
man riding a donkey. He was carrying with
him a chest similar to that used by carpen-
ters to carry their tools.

On dismounting from the donkey the
stranger asked to speak to the Sister
Superior. Mother Magdeline was in charge

ikompli fpagna 196
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WMUL@?

(ANTON FARRUGIA jkellem lit tfal devoti tal-Madonna)

Gheziez Tfal,

Qed niktbilkom dawn il-kelmtejn fil-bidu
tas-sena 1989. Fil-bidu tas-sena jeftieg
naghmlu dawk li bl-Ingliz isejAuihom
“New Year's Resolutions”, jigifieri propo-
nimenti, li matul is-sena li tkun gejja:

* naghmlu xi haga tajba li s'issa ma
konniex naghfimluha;

* naqtghu xi difett jew xi haga hazinali
gabel konna naghmlu u issa, minn din is-
sena, ma naghmliuhx izjed;

* inzidu naghmlu b’aktar hegga xi haga
tajba, i ghalkemm konna naghimluha
matul is-snin li ghaddew, konna
naghmluha bi traskuragni u bi ftit qalb.

Gheziez tfal, duru dawra madwarkom.
Araw hemmx xi Riaga tajba li forsi ghadkom
ma bdejtux taghimluha, per ezempju: ftit
gari tal-Bibbja kull nhar ta’ Hadd, xi siegha
adorazzjoni lil Gest Sagramentat darba
fix-xahar, ecc. Araw hemmx xi haga tajba
li, ghalkemm geghdin taghmluha, imma
jeftieg li taghmiuha b’aktar ezattezza,
b'aktar serjetd u attenzjonl. Bhal nghidu
ahna' aktar serjeta u attenzjoni waqt il-
quddiesa tal-Hadd; aktar serjeta u atten-
zjoni wagqt ir-Ruzarju ta’ kuljum; ma nfallux
ghalxejn b'xejn [|-Ghaqda Kattolika i
nattendu flha, e¢é. Naraw ukoll trabbietx
fina xi drawwa Razina: kliem zejjed u bla
bzonn, l-istudju ma niehdux bis-serjeta u
niddejqu, nirrispondu bil-goff lill-genituri
jew lit-teachers taghna, forsi bdejna

-

nlissnu xi kelma hazina jew pastaza...
Dawn l-affarijiet hemm bzonn lijingatghu.
Huwa zmien tajjeb f'dawn I-ewwel
gimghat tas-sena 1989 li naghmlurizoluz-
zjonijiet sodi u nongru dagsxejn lilna
nfusna, li nirfinaw lilna nfusna kemmxejn
izijed. U mhux biss f'dawk il-hwejjeg i
jmissu lir-run imma anke f'dawk il-hiwejjeg
li jmissu l-gisem, fil-manjieri taghna, fl-
istudju taghna, fil-‘general knowledge’
taghna, fl-ilbies taghna.....

Haili, meta fl-ahhar ta’ din is-sena 1989,
nigu biex naghmiu I-kontijiet maghna
nfusna, jekk il-Bambin irid, insibu li morna
‘I quddiem, sirna aktar bravi u avanzajna
kemm fir-rufi u kemm fil-gisem.

Tkun tabilhaqq hasra jekk xi difetti zghar
(jew forsi kbarl) li. bdejna bihom din is-
sena, ikunu ghadhom maghna fl-ahhar
tas-sena. lkun jistfiogqgilna ¢anfira jekk ix-
xihada tajba li geghdin naghmlu ma
nithabtux biex naghmluha ahjar u nirfinaw
lilna nfusna minn kull aspett.

Jien, min-naha tieghi, ghamilt
rizoluzzjoni li nixtieq inzommha u ser
nipprova nzommha kemm nista’: Ma
nixtiegx tghaddi gurnata wahda minn fugqi
li fiha ma nkunx ghidt xi kelma ghall-gid lil
xi hadd. Dan il-proponiment tistghu
taghmluh intom  ukoll. Ferh biss ihalli
warajh jekk twettquh. - )

Gesl u Marija jberkuna.
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IC-CENAKLU

Kitba ta’ FRANK DUFF

Maqlub ghall-Malti minn JOSEPHINE FORMOSA

Hu skond l-ordni tal-bzonn li ghandu
jkollna f'mofAfna stampa kemm jista’ jkun
shifia taz-zewg Persuni Qaddisa ma’ min
nittamaw li nqattghu l-eternitad uliissa ged
imexxuna fit-triq difficli taghna. Dwar i
;kollna stampa shiha qed nitkellem b’sens
relattiv. Ghaliex tkun haga impossibbli li
tkun taf bizzejjed fug Gest u Marija. lzda
ghandna nirsistu li jkolina dan I-gharfien.
Hawn irrid infisser li jkollna xi haga aktar
mill-veritajiet dottrinali li tghallimna |-
Knisja. Jien inzid ma’ dawn il-meditazzjo-
nijiet u l-ispekulazzjonijiet li tawna kittieba
religjuzi. Ma jkunx korrett li iqgis dal-
materjal bhiala biss xoghol ta’ nies twajba li
bassru dwaru. Dejjem kellu xi pedament li
tista’ torbot fuqu u li jista’ jghin hafna f'li
jdawwar dutitrina f'persuna. Sakemm
GesU u Marija ma jkunux persuni ¢ari
ghalina jkun diffi¢li li thobbhom kif jixraq.
Huma kienu individwi tabilhagg tad-demm
u l-laham [i ghexu I-hajja komuni f'post
maghruf u f'éertu Zzmien. Ghandu jkolina
idea xi kwalitd ta’ hajja kienet, u tal-
Rwejjeg li kienu jiltagghu maghhom, u ta’
dawk li kienu jinteressaw ruhhom fihom.
Gharfien iddettaljat ighin id-devozzjoni.

F'dan il-process nistghiu nisiltu fiafna li
ma nkunux nafuh b’'mod awtorevoli. lI-
Lhud kienu poplu konservattiv. |igijiet u
drawwiet iffurmaw l-imgieba taghhom fl-
icken dettal. Gest u Marija nsibuhom
jagblu b'mod l-iktar fidil I'dan l-mod ta’
hajja. Jekk nigbru flimkien dawn il-hiafna
bic¢iet ta’ informazzjoni noholqu stampa
taghhom hajja u ragunevolment gJusta.
Meta |-fisieb jaghmlilna dan familjari
ghalina, Gesu u Marija jiehdu dimensjoni
ofira fil-menti taghna. Isiru distinti u grib
taghna dags il-familjari taghina li hallewna
u li konna nafu b’'mod hekk intimu.

_ Dan jisforza li jpingilna I-mod ta’ hajja li
Gesu u Marija ghiexu f'art twelidhom u fi
zmienhom. Ghal-Lhud, pajjizhom kien
imxeblek totalment fir-religjon taghhom.
Dan verament kien il-kaz liema bhalu ta’
Gesu u Marija. Dawn il-hwejjeg ma kinux
semplicement bhal palk jew issettjar ghali-
hom, li fiha nfisha tkun haga importanti,
izda fil-fatt juru lilhom u jmexxuna lejhom.
[t-Testment il-Qadim mimli suggetti i
huma tipi, xbiehat u profeziji taghhom. U
nibgghu certi illi dit-turija divina tidhol fil-
profondita ta’ dettal li gatt ma nasiu nfandu
ghaliha kompletament fug din in-naha ta’
l-eternita, ukoll meta qed nakkwistaw
sikwit dwal godda.

Ghalhekk ghandna nagraw u nahsbu fug
I-Art Imgaddsa nfisha. Gesu zgur li mexa
fugha kollha. Minghajr ebda dubju Hu
habb b’sahhtu kollha dan it-territorju i
Missieru ta lill-Poplu Maghzul b'pajjizu.
Ghalhekk bl-immaginazzjoni taghna
ghandna nsegwu |-passi Tieghu u
nipprovaw infarsu lejn il-postijiet u ohrajn
ta’ importanza aktar (landmarks) bis-senti-
menti Tieghu, kif San Pawl jirsistilna i
naghmiu f'kollox.

Dawn ir-rimarki, bil-hsieb i jservu ta’
introduzzjoni, probabilment igeghlukom
tistennew xi katalgu ta’ I-ivvjaggar ghall-
Art Imgaddsa. lzda l-iskop tieghi hu i
tikkonéentraw l-attenzjoni taghkom tug
parti zghira Rafna minn din I-art; possibil -
ment mhux aktar minn 3.6 tomniet fid-
dags; mhix xi belt izda dar. M‘'ghadhiex
tezisti. L-istorja taghha kienet gasira.
Madankollu tibga“ tiddi bil-gmiel taghha
fis-snin Insara. Hi maghrufa ghalina bhala
¢-Cenaklu jew il-kamra ta’ fuq f'Gerusa-
iemm, fejn saret I-AFHAR Ikia.
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“U wasal jum l-AzZimi, il-
jum li fih kien ikollhom
jissagrifikaw il-haruf ta’ I-
Ghid. Gesu baghat lil Pietru
u 1 Gwanni u qalilhom:
‘Morru hejjulna l-ikla ta’ I-
Ghid halli nieklu I-haruf’.”

(Luga 22, 7-8).

L-Ghid, imwagqqgaf meta I-Lhud kienu se
jitilgu mill-Egittu, kien xbieha tas-sagri-
ficcju tal-Haruf t'Alla. Is-Sinjur taghna
kien wasal biex jiccelebra l-afihar Ghid
Tieghu li kien se jinbidel minn xbieha ghal
sustanza. Bhala bidu, Hu kien ta ordni
importanti liz-zewg Appostli favoriti
Tieghu. Jidher car li bbaza dan fuq harsa
fil-gejjieni u I-inkorporazzjoni fil-Pjan
Tieghu ta’ dak li ra.

l-Vangelu ta" San Luga (XXH, 8-14)
jitkellem hekk: “Gest baghat lil Pietru u lil
Gwanni ugalilhom, ‘Morru u lestulnal-ikla
ta’ I-Ghid'. Izda huma galu: ‘Fejn tridna |i
nlestu?’ U Hu galithom: ‘Araw, kif tidRlu fil-
belt, tiltagghu ma’ ragel igorr garra ilma.
Morru warajh u idhlu fid-dar fejn jidfol. U
intom tghidu lil dak ir-ragel twajjeb tad-
dar: ‘L-Imghallem qallek: Fejn his-sala fejn
nista’ niekol I-ikla ta" I-Ghid mad-dixxipli
Tieghi?’. U Hu jurikom kamrakbirata’l-ikel

S

mghammra. U hemmhekk lestu.” U
dawk huma u sejrin sabu kifintgalitlhom. U
meta waslet is-siegha, gaghad bil-gieghda
u t-tnax l-appostlu mieghu.”

Dak fetah il-grajja stupenda li nsejhulha
“L-ARhar lkla". Twaqgfet |-Ewkaristija. L-
ahhar att tar-Redenzjoni beda.

ll-kelma “Cenaklu” gejja mil-Latin
“cenare”’, li tfisser taghfimel l-ikla ta’ fil-.
ghaxija. lé-¢enakiu kien kamra walida
minn dar. Dik id-dar partikulari kienet fug -
Gholja ta’ Sijon, isem li dahal ftitlu
familjari ghalina: Madonna ta’ Sijon.

Naraw mill-Atti ta’ I-Appostli (1, 13)illil-
Appostli bagghu jghixu f'dik id-dar wara I-
lejl ta’ Hamis ix-Xirka, ghaddew mid-
dezolazzjoni tal-Gimgha I-Kbira u tas-Sibt
u baqghu sal-Hamis ta’ Lapsi — Jum it-
Tlugh is-Sema. Kien hemmhekk illi
rritornaw immedjatament wara i raw lil
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Gesu tiela’ s-sema nhar il-Hamis ta’ Lapsi.
L-Atti jiddeskrivu lic-Cenaklu bhala |-
ghamara ta’ i-Appostli u jghidu dwaru, li
ghalih kellhom boghod tul mixja ta’ Sibt
mill-Gholja taz-Zebbug. Dan gqisu
jammonta dags tliet kwarti ta’ mil sas-sur
tal-belt u flimkien mad-distanza li jibga’
sac-centru tal-belt fejn kienet wieqgfa d-
dar.

Min rega’ lura? Dawk kollha li raw lis-
Sinjur taghna jitlaq: I-Appostli, id-dixxipli
rgiel u nisa, u Marija — in-numru kien
ilahhag 120. Din il-komunita i emmnet
b'mod ferventi kienu jiffurmaw il-Knisja
ta’ dak in-nhar. Kien numru 7ghir 1i jhikki
meta tikkunsidra l-eluf li kienu semghu
msafifirin id-diskorsi ta’ Gesu, u li kienu
raw l-eghgubijiet li kien ghamel u forsi
 wkoll li kienu bbenefikaw minnhom.

Ghandna nippruvaw indgibu dix-xena
hajja fil-menti taghna. Dawk in-nies ma
kinux semplicement folla. Kienu l-ewwel
insara, missirijietna spiritwali. Gew lura
bhala korp? Wisq probabbli i le. Gest ta’
sfida bhRal dan kien ikun aktar jixraqg fi
zmien il-Pentekoste. l1zda langas ma kienu
mikduda u mrieghda b’biza’ hekk kif kienu
meta r-Raghaj gie mharbat. Raw bizzejjed
i stimulahom fuq pjan uman. Allura
ghandna nilmAuhom mexjin b’ghan
f'mohhhom fi gruppi zghar u bla dubju fi
stat ta’ ferh liema bhalu. Kienu sejrin lura
biex jistennew il-Paraklitu. ll-migja Tieghu
kellha tkun grajja ta’ I-ghageb bhal dik tar-
Rezurrezzjoni u dik ta’ I-Axxensjoni; izda
bid-dieher f'sura ohra. L-lspirtu s-Santu
kellu jinzel u kollox ikun differenti. Mili-
mod kif tkellem Gesu fuq dil-grajja, kellha
tkun manifestazzjoni, wahda li tinawgura
era gdida. Ma kellhomx dubji dwar ic-
certezza ta’ dan. Kull haga li I-Mulej

wieghed grat kif gai. Din issefifi ukoll..

Marru lura biex iwettqu l-istruzzjonijiet
Tieghu illi kellhom jippreparaw ghaliha.

L-ewwel bi¢éa xoghol fié-Cenaklu kienet
I-elezzjoni ta’ dak li kellu jiehu post ta’ dak
il-miskin li hareg minn firig is-sewwa,
Guda. Kienu ghamlu hekk: ghazlu zewg
dixxipli u refghu x-xorti. L-ghazla waqghet
fuq Mattija li mbaghad sar wiefied mit-
tnax.

Is-Sinjur taghna kien qal i kellhom

jibgghu fil-belt sakemm il-Qawwa mill-
gholi tinzel fughom (S. Luga XXV, 49). Dan
igaghalna nikkonkludu li bagghu fid-dar:

Intgal lilna i pperseveraw fit-talb
b'mohh wiefied. Dan jissuggerielna li
kienu f'irtir strett. In-numru ta' |-
imsemmilja jidher li kien kbir hafna biex jip-
permetti li setghu jorgdu fid-dar stess.
Allura nistghu nahsbu illi hafna minnhom
kienu jmorru iejn djarhom ghai-lejl. Fil fatt
ma kienx jinhass dal-bzonn meta tqgis
kemm kienu sempli¢i I-bzonnijiet ta’ |-
irqad ghal-Lhud. Post taht sagaf fejn
timtedd u kutra — dak li l-izjed kien
mehtied Ghalhekk jekk I-irtir kien it-tip ta’
dak li nghidulu “bil-maghlug” ma kienx
hemm diffikulta dwar il-post ghan-numru
kollu. lI-Papa Piju Fdax iddeskrivih bhala
rtir memorabbli, irtir li gie I-ewwel ulikellu
jkun mudell ta’ I-irtiri koltha, mizmum fil-
prezenzata' |-Ommt’Alla, lipperfezzjonal-
Knisja ghax-xoghol ta’ appostolat taghha.

frrangaw l-artali. San Pietru gaddes I-
ewwel quddiesa Kkif jassigurana San
Prokolu, il-Patrijarka ta’ Kostantinopli, u
Hezekija, il-Patrijarka ta’ Gerusalemm.
Ghalhekk |-istess post minn fejn Rarget |-
Ewkaristija, il-Quddiesa anticipata, kien I-
istess post fejn saret |-ewwel Quddiesa
ordinarja kif nafuha ahna. Dad-dettal li
jghaxxgek jurina kemm Alla jhobb I-ordni.
Dawn iz-zewg grajjiet, maghquda flimkien
fil-hsieb Tieghu, kellnom jigru fl-istess
post.

Langas dil-grajja vitali ma temmet |-
istorja taé-Cenaklu. Kellhom jigru Aiwejjeg
ohra. Rigward |-importanza taghhom, did-
dar kienet thabbatha ma’ l-ohra ta’
Nazaret. Ir-rwol taghhom kelthom minnta’
xuixin. Gesu sar bniedem f'dik ta” Nazaret
u I-Gisem Mistiku Tieghu, jaf il-benniena
Tieghu fi¢-Cenaklu. Dar ckejkna kienet biz-
zejjed ghal Gest u |-familja tieghu. Dar
kbira kienet mehtiega ghall-familja akbar
Tieghu.

Ejjew niflu did-dar kbira. Ghandhom jin-
teressawna d-dettalji taghha; dak li gara
hemmhekk hatla marka fugq il-hajja ta’ kull
bniedem: Jinghad li kienet imbajda abjad.
Bid-dieher il-bini kien sabih, ghaliex 'il-
kamra ta’ |-ikel kienet 50 pied twila bi 30
pied wiesgha — spazjuza bizzejjed biex
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tesa’” mhux ingas minn 120 ruh. Dana
jindika bizzejjed il-qaghda so¢jali tas-sid
taghha. Kienet kamra nobbli, mghammra
tajjeb u probabbli b'ghamara li tqum il-flus,

kif se nfittex li nuri. lI-bibien taghha kienu-

jaghtu ghalfuqterrazzin u li kont tista’ titla’
ghaliha b'tarag minn barra minghajr ma
jkollok bzonn tghaddi minn god-dar.

Dik il-kwalita ta’ kamra, izda mhux ta’
dak il-gies, kienet fattur mistenni f'kull dar
komda. Kienet tintuza ghal dawn I-iskopi-
jiet: biex jilgghu fiha u jittrattaw il-misted-
nin, biex jiccelebraw festi fiha, biex
jaghmiu 1 ikliet flha, u blex jesponu |-
mejtin fiha.

Tradizzjoni tghodd lil Guzeppi t'Arimatea
bhala s-sid taghha. Kien ragel sinjur hafna,
u ghalhekk jien issuggerejt li I-ghamara
tal-post kienet tqum il-flus. ll-Vangelu
donnu jrid jaghtina x'nahsbu I-istess.
Dejjem restritt fid-deskrizzjoni taghha,
ahjar nghidu illi ¢-éenaklu kien “mgham-
mar’’.

Halluni nzid illi joqghod tajjeb li Gu zeppi,

li kien dixxiplu, u li ta l-qabar tieghu stess
biex fih jilga’ 1-Gisem tas-Sinjur taghna,
tistenna li hekk ukoll jaghti d-dar tieghu
ghall-Ahhar lkla, ghall-ewwel Quddisiet,
ghall-Inzul ta’ I-Ispirtu s-Santu u wara dak
biex tkun i¢-centru tal-Rajja Nisranija u s-
sede magisterjali. Kemm kont ixxurtjat
Guzeppi t'Arimateal

Forsi nista’ .-nsemmi leggenda helwa:
jingRad li Guzeppi t'Arimatea kien dak iz-
zaghzugh ghani li jitkellem fuqu I-Vangelu
(S. Mattew XIX, 21, 22) li -sejjahlu Gesu,
bid-dieher biex ihaddan I-appostolat fil-
milja tieghu, 1zda I ma kellux li-kuragg li
jwarrab kollox ghall-genb ghax “kellu
hafna gid"". Fil-hisieb taghna ndawru ‘I dak
ir-ragel f'atmosfera tragika. Ghalhekk
ghandu jikkonsolana I-hAsieb li wara
nghatalu favur bhal dak.

Id-dar kienet wahda li taghti fl-ghajn,
kwazi post li timmarka bih (landmark) kif
aktar tard jaghitina x'nitfhmu. Meta kienlis-
Sinjur taghna tefa’ ghajnejh fugha? Tkun
Raga interessanti li wiefied jista’ jobsor.
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Jista’ jkun, illi matul dawk it-tlitt ijiem
misterjuzi li dam “mitluf” f'Gerusalemm
mar hemmhekk biex jara d-dar li kienet
iddestinata li tkun fil-qalba tal-pjanijiet
gejjlena tieghu?

Dan kien l-ambjent fejn id-dixxipli
gaghdu jistennew li titwellaq il-weghda |-
kbira. U z-zmien? Hekk kif I-Ghid (tal-Lhud)
kien iz-zmien li fih is-Sinjur taghina kellu
jhati, ghaliex Hu kien verament il-Haruf ta’
I-Ghid, hekk il-Pentekoste kienet festa
sinjifikanti ghal-Lhud. Kienet tfakkar id-
drama terribbli fuq il-Muntanja tas-Sinaj
fejn, mijiet tas-snin gabel, il-Ligi [-Qadima
nghatat lill-poplu ta’ lzrael permezz ta’
Mosé. Dak inhar dan gara f'maltempata,
ta’ beraq u raghad, il-muntanja kienet
thiaggeg gisha forn b’duhhan tiela’ lejn is-
smewwiet.

L-istess karatteristika tidher fl-inawgu-
razzjoni formali tal-Ligi 1-Gdida, izda
b’kalma akbar u hlewwa aktar. Id-dixxipli
kollha kienu hemm f'dak il-post. U f'daqqa
wahda gie fioss mis-sema gisu rih gawwi
jonfoh u li mela d-dar kollha fejn kienu
gaghdu bil-gieghda migbura u dehrulhom
ilsna gishom tan-nar li gaghdu fuq kull
wiehed minnhom. U lkoll imtlew bl-Ispirtu
s-Santu u bdew jitkellmu b’ilsna diversi
skond kif ordnalhom i-Ispirtu s-Santu (Atti
11, 1-4).

L-espressjoni “ilsna mifrudin’ tidher
tindika illi huma raw ghajn tan-nar i
ngasmet f'ilsna separati. Dan seta’ gara fil-
gholi, izda hemm tradizzjoni kostanti illi
tghid li I-Ispirtu s-Santu gie gisu globu tan-
nar fuq il-Madonna li kienet fin-nofs tal-
migemgha u mbaghad inferaq filsna u
gaghdu fuq l-ohrajn. Dan jaghmel sens
meta tikkonsidra r-rwol eminentita’ Marija
bhalal-GRarusata’l-Ispirtu s-Santu, Omm
u Medjatrici. Tafu bizzejjed it-trasformaz-
zjoni drastika li gieb mieghu fuq id-dixxipli.
Din ma tifformax parti mill-istorja tieghi.

Ir-rizultat immedjat tal-Qawwa |-Gdida
- kien il-qofol ta’ dawk li tghammdu. Wara
zew( priedki 8,000 saru Nsara. Diz-zieda
rrendiet lie-Cenaklu inadekwat. Ghalhekk
kienu jingabru fi djar f'partijiet differenti ta’
Gerusalemm. Hemmbhekk, skond I-Atti (11,
42) ipperseveraw fid-duttrina ta’ |-
Appostli, u fil-komunikazzjoni tal-qsim tal-
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Imqgaddes) u fit-talb. 1zda é-Cenaklu zamm
il-post primarju tieghu. Kien l-ewwel Sede
ta’ Pietru. Kien il-Vatikan primittiv. Minn
hemmbekk Pietru dderiega I-amministraz-
zjoni tal-Knisja. Hu ezeréita |-awtorita ta’
Gesu Kristu. Sab soluzzjoni ghad-dubji.
ipprokiama b’mod infallibbli.

Skond id-drawwa tal-Lhud f'dak i
ghandu x’jagsam ma’ laqghat bi skopijiet
deliberattivi, nistghu nghidu kif kienet
issettjata I-migemgha ta’ 120 ruh. San
Pietru kien il-persuna li ppresidiet u mhux
il-Madonna. L-Uffi¢¢ju taghha ma kienx u
ma hux dak ta’ kap amministrattiv. Hija
Omm. Ma tippriedkax u langas tikkmanda.
lzda zgur li kellha post ta’ unur fl-assem-
blea li kienet irrangata forma ta’ ¢irku —
ilkoll iharsu lejn in-nofs. Id-dixxipli jokku-
paw nofs i¢-éirku. ll-Madonna fin-nofs,
bid-dixxipli rgiel fuq naha u dawk nisa fuq
in-naha l-ofira. L-Appostli jiffturmaw in-
nofs l-iefor tac-cirku b’San Pietru f'nofs-
hom preciz faccata tal-Madonna.

L-istorici jghidu illi d-dar ta’ San Gwann
kienet magenb i¢-Cenaklu izda mifruda



minnu. Forsi kienet dar separata izda li
taghmel mad-dar ta¢-Cenaklu nfisha li ta

Guzeppi t'Arimatea ghad-dispozizzjoni ta’

S. Gwann u I-Omm t'Alla. Haga kurjuza li
Rajjitha. terga’ tirrepeti rufha. Meta
kienet ghadha tifla kienet toqghod f'post li
kien Jaghmel mat-Tempju fejn kienet taqdi.
Issa wkoll klenet togghod grib 1é-¢entru ta’
gima religjuza, tghin lill-Knisja. Dak iz-
zmien kellha madwar 48 sena.

Marija baqgghet fid-dinjawarat-Tlugh is-
Sema ta’Binha ghiax kellha ssostni u trabbi
il-Gisem Mistiku ta’ Binha kif kienet
ghamlet ghall-gisem fiziku Tieghiu. Dan ma
setghetx ghamlitu mill-Genna kif qed
taghmel ilum? Le, ghax kellu jkun hemm
ix-xoghol li omm umana tista’ taghimel.
Keltha tkun il-punt ¢entrali ta’ I-affett, ix-
xhieda hajja wahdanija tal-grajjiet bikrijau
vitali, I-ghajn prin¢ipali ta’" informazzjoni
lill-Evangelisti, il-kolonna ta’ fidi u ta’
gherf.

U wkoll huwa prinéipju divin-illi wiefRed
jibda fl-art dak li jkun se jkompli fis-Sema.
Biex tkun I-omm tagfina perfetta fis-sema
kellha tibda twettaq dik il-funzjoni fuq il-
bnedmin hawn fl-art; biex hekk dan I-gherq
johrog jiffjorixxi fis-smewwiet. -

Mhix haga korretta li timmagina lil
Marija zzomm ruhha maqtugha min-nies
f'dak I-istadju; tibki |-grajjiet I-imghoddija u
b’galbha sewda tixxennaq ghall-Genna
jew fi stat ta’ kontemplazzjoni kwazi

f'estasi. Le, ma tkunx hekk l-imgieba ta”

omm ma’ wliedha, tal-Mara Qalbiena tal-
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Bibbja. Aktar ghandna nipprezentawha kif
rajniha f'Kana, jigifieri tithallat qalb |-
Insara, mara b’hidma x‘taghmel, kollha
kemm hi fuq dmirha, ghajnejha josservaw
kollox, mhuxli taghmel ix-xoghol li suppost
jaghmel Hhaddiefior, izda bil-prudenza
kollha tlssuplimenta, timla I-vojt, taghmel
il-qalb u ssahhah.

Ghalkemm - kienet iggib ruRha bhala
wahda mill-merhla ta’ San Pietru, kienet [-
id il-leminija ta’ I-awtorita tieghiu, nistghu
nibqghu zguri illi fil-privat hu kien binha,
jistenna |-ghajnuna minn ghandha,
ghandu bzonn biss dak li setghet taghtih.

F'dak iz zmien kien hemm 480 sinagogi
fil-belt. Mitluf f'nofshom i¢-Cenakiu
skappa l-osservazzjoni u fisara minn idejn
il-Lhud. Iktar tard fis-sena 70 W.K. meta r-
Rumani assedjaw u qerdu lil Gerusalemm,
l-attakk principali li ghamlu kien fuq in-
naha tat-Tramuntana. l¢-¢entru tal-belt
fejn kien wieqgaf i¢c-Cenaklu, ma nRakimx
dagshekk. Wara dan, I-Insara li ma kellhom
xejn izjed xi jbezzaghhom mil-Lhud, ittras-
formaw il-bini fi knisja. lktar tard meta
Adrijanu witta |-belt kompletament, i¢-
Cenaklu kien I-uniku post li baga’ wieqaf,
skond ix-xhieda ta’ San Epifanju.

Probabbli hafna li hemm simbolizmu
f'dan. Hekk kif il-Madonna ta’ Sijon
baqghet wieqfa qalb il-fierba tal-Kalvarju,
hekk id-dar majestuza ta’ Sijon baqghet
wieqgfa meta kollox gie megrud. U minn
kull borg gebel imfarrak, kellha tohrog
grajja gdida li ferm tisboq lil dik ta’ qabilha.

IL-PURIFIKAZZJONI U L-PREZENTAZZJONI TAL-MADONNA

L-aspett tas-sagrifi¢¢ju fil-Prezentazzjoni ta’ Gesu fit-tempju, m’ghandux tmiem,
izda jibga’''jAiaddem is-salvazzjoni lill-gnus.

{M.G. Gaddoni).

Sa mill-bidu ta’ l-ezistenza taghiha, Marija kienet “il-Qaddejja tal-Mulej”,
mahbub u servut minnha bil-forzi taghha kollha.

(P. Galot).

Marija marret fit-Tempju u saret it-Tempju t'Alla.

(George Maloney, S.J.).
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TAMA
U
FARAG

Messagg lill-Morda
u l-Anzjani

TBIDDEL QUDDIEM DAK
LI MA JISTAX JINBIDEL

ll-hajja ghandha Rafna sabih x'toffrilna. Dan hu ta’ min
jitRabat ghalih biex jakkwista minnu kemm jista’ lzda
hafna drabi |-hajja hi sabifia dagskemm naghmluha ahna.
Hu veru li hemm hafna Awejjeg li wiehed ma jistax ibiddil-
hom izda hu dagshekk iehor veru li wiehed dejjem jista’
jhares lejn is-sabih tal-haga. Meta naghmlu hekk ma
nkunu biddilna xejn ghax kollox kit kien jibga’ izda nkunu
nbdilna afina u tghallimna niehdu I-RAajja kif tigi. Hawn ma
rridux nifhmu hazin ghaliex ahna ghandna dejjem inbiddiu
u ntejbu dak li nistghu. lzda xi mkien irridu naslu f'qaghda
fejn ma nistghux naghmliu ahjar minn hekk. Hu f'dan il-
punt fejn imbaghad irridu nilgghu I-Rajja kif tigi. Wara
kollox jekk ma naghmlux hekk afina nkunu li nahibtu hazin
u dan narawh jigri madwarna.

Min jaf kemm iltgajna ma’ nies li ghandhom akkwist ta“
bosta Awejjeg izda jonqoshom xi haga kbira ghax xorta ma
humiex kuntenti kif inhuma. Hemm mill-banda I-ofira nies
li fil-hajja jongoshom bosta xorti izda xorta f'qalbhom
hemm il-paci u I-ferh.

Min fejn jigi dan jekk mhux mill-fatt li wieRed jafkif jilga’
I-Rajja u I-iefior ma jafx. Hemm bzonn li nithmu illi mhux
fil-KEMM imma fil-KIF gieghed is-sigriet tal-paci. Dan
ighodd mhux biss fejn jidhol il-gid materjali izda anke fejn
jidhlu hwejjeg ohra bhal ma hi s-sahifa li hi wahda mill-
akbar akkwisti li jista’ jkollna fil-hajja.

Minn min hu marid jew imdafifal fil-ghomor tistenna u
tifhem li hemm nuqqas ta’ xi haga sabifia mill-hajja izda
anke hawn jehtieg li wiehed jitbiddel hu quddiem dak lima
jistax ibiddel. Meta ahna naghmiu hekk inkunu nifhmu illi
fil-hajja wiefied ma jistax ibiddel id-direzzjoni tar-rin minn
fejn ikun gej, izda bhali-bahhar ghaqli wiehed dejjem jista’
jdawwar il-gala u jirrangaha b'mod li, ghalkemm b’hafna
diffikultajiet, il-qoxra f'wic¢ I-ilma timxi ‘I quddiem u mhux
titkaxkar mar-rih.

Id-darbha li gejja naraw kemm jaqbel li wiehed fil-hajja
ghandu jmidd spallejh biex jerfa’ s-salib.
MULEJ, AGHTINI

SABAR biex naccetta dawk il-fiwejjeg |li ma nistax
inbiddel.

HILA biex inbiddel dak li nista’.
GHERF biex naghraf id-differenza. 7
(Reinhold Niebuhr).

DUN GUZEPP CINL.
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God uses people in his plan of salvation. Mary was and is a key-person in this great

BLESSED

work.

IS SHE

Christianity will soon be 2,000vyears old.
During all that tiem a woman has held a
place close to the centre of our Faith: Mary,
the Mother of Jesus, the Mother of God.
We have remembered her, praised her,
and asked her tor help. Let us recall who
this woman is.

The Mother of Jesus

Christ's birth began a new age for
mankind. God the Son was going to
become a man like us in all things, but sin.
At this moment, when our Faith began,
Mary entered the scene. Jesus would be
born of a woman, and the chosen woman
was Mary.

Silence is the characteristic of Mary’s
earthly life. In the Gospels she rarely
speaks — a few sentences, no more — yet
at the dawn of our salvation one phrase
from Mary heralded the coming of the
Messiah. The angel told her she would
conceive and bear a son, she was “deeply
troubled’ by the event, but as God's hand-

maid she replies: “be it done to me accord-

ing to your word”".

Mary, a virgin soon to be married, was
now a mother. She was probably still only
in her teens, and probably living at home
with her family. She lived in the Roman
Province of Syria, in Palestine, a remote
and troublesome part of the Empire. She
lived in Galilee, in the northern part of the
country, and remoter still, in the town of
Nazareth, a town 60 miles from the centre
of life in Jerusalem. Her family situation
cannot have been affluent, for her fiancé
was an artisan, a carpenter who would
have drawn his work from the town and
surrounding farmland.

A Key Person
Mary was a pious Jew, she had faith in

God’'s promise to save his peoply by
sending a Messiah. Now in silence and
obscurity, with no outward sign of the
great event taking place, Mary found
herseif a key person in the whole plan of
salvation. Already, in even greater silence,
unknown even to Mary herself, God was
preparing her for his Son’s coming. The
Redeemer would destroy the separation
that had come into mankind’s life with
God. But Mary, chosen to cooperate so
closely in the Messiah’s coming, had been
preseived from this separation. She was
born without the stain of Original Sin, so
that she could hear God’s call more clearly,
and respond more readily. Now with her,
the long preparation of the chosen people,
had come to fruition. Mary had, been
troubled by what the angel had
announced, it would be many years before
she would know the full scope of what she
had been called to become.

Brief Glimpses
Mary visited Elizabeth, gave birth to



190 — “Madonna ta’ Pinu”, Jannar-Frar, 1989

Jesus, presented him in the Temple, heard
Simeon, and later found her Son there
among the teachers. She lived with Christ,
and saw him grow to manhood. For the
time heing, her task and .Joseph’s was to
provide the normal human nurture and
support for her child. Somehow she knew
that tho life of her Son would have far more
importance for men’s lives than was
apparent in Nazareth. Finally it was
through her bidding, while with him at a
wedding in Cana, that his public life began.
The Gospel's give us only these brief
glimpses into the home in Nazareth, and
for the whole of Jesus’ public ministry
Mary is in the background. Only at the end
of his life does she re-appear at the foot of
the Cross. There Christ gives her to be the
mother of .John, and mother of all his
disciples. With her Son’s death and resur-
rection a stage in Mary's service ended,
and her ‘public life’ began.

Mary and Ourselves

When Christ gave Mary to John a
relationship was established between her
and his Body on earth, the Church. No
longer would Mary be the mother of one
son, 'but she would be a relation to every
Christian. Shortly after the Resurrection
we see her in her new role, when she was
with the apostles in the Upper Room in
Jerusalem, united in prayer with and for
the Church (Acts I;: 12-14). The beginning
of her life was special. She was conceived
immaculate, and this became a sign for us
of our life when reborn in baptism. Also the
end of her earthly life was special. She was
assumed into heaven. The life she now
enjoys has become a sign of our final
destiny.

Mary, Mother of God, is, by. God's will
our mother too. At the beginning of
Christ’s life, God the Son was given into
her care. Now we who have been made
sons and daughters of God by Christ, are

_given into her care. From heaven she
exercises this care, listening to our needs,
and giving us support and consolation.
Most of all she cares for our growth. When
Jesus, aged twelve, returned with her and
Joseph from Jerusalem, he was obedient
to them, and St Luke adds “And Jesus
increased in wisdom and in stature, and in

favour with Godand man’’ (Lk 2:52). With a
mother’s care she oversees the same
process in our lives.

God Uses People

In the plan of salvation, God uses people,
here and in heaven, to bring mankind to
union with him. In this sharing In the work
of Christ's redemption, Mary holds the
most important place. She was essential in
bringing Christ to us. Now her sharing in
Christ's work continues: through the Holy
Spirit, she brings us to him. At Cana she
directed the stewards to whom they must
go, now she so directs us. She does this by
example, care, and intercession

Being Mother of God, apart from
anything else, would have meant we
would remember her as a great saint. Mary
is the faithful virgin unique in her devotion
to God, a sublime model of holiness for us
to imitate. But besides this, we have in
Mary's life the clearest exemplar (though
in a special way) of the effect of God on,
and the design of God for, our lives. In the
Immaculate Conception and the harmony
between her life and God's will, we see the
unity between God and man for which we
strive in the Church. In her Assumption we
see our lives as they will finally be with
Christ, and so she inspires our hope. Christ
came to establish the Kingdom of God.
Silently she co-operates with this trans-
formation of our world, and we glimpse in
her what its completion will be like.

Creature, Model, Mother

Prayer is praising and rejoicing in the
wonder and beauty in God's creation and
deeds. Mary is the most beautiful of
creatures, and is intimately connected
with his greatest deed — our redemption.
As Christians we rejoice because of Mary,
and we strive to imitate her. As our mother
she is involved in our lives as pilgrims on
earth. She intercedes with us in all our
prayers, and we in turn hold her in a place
of special affection. In this article | have
attempted to glve a very brief outline of
Mary’s place in.our Faith. This quick glance
at her, | hope, will help us to appreciate her
words in the Magnificat. "‘henceforth all
generations will call me blessed” (L.k 1:48).

FR. THOMAS O’LOUGHLIN.
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REGINA PACIS

Fil-berah tas-sema kahlani,
titliegheb maz-ziffa tar-rih,

ghaddejja hamiema mistura
f'tajjar abjad silga, sabih.

Go fommha, marsusa f'xufftejha,
x'hin b'heffa tiggerra w ittir,
iggorr werga ckejkna w imfewha
minsuga mill-ifejn Rarir.

Harsitha hanina titfaghiha

fuq dinja ta’ hemm u ta’ dieq

li nezghet il-pac¢i minn galbha

u tbieghdet minn Sidha I-Hallieq.

‘Mma f'dagqa I-hiamiema bil-hlewwa
il-werqga ghal isfel irhiet,

u din bhal xi omm kollha Aniena
bis-sliem lil kull bniedem imliet.

Dlonk gharfet id-dinja migruha
u b'niket il-gwerer mifnija

li dik il-hamiema ma kienet
hadd izjed hlief Sidtna Marija!

Regina tal-Pac¢i sellmulha

" b'imhabba ta’ wlied il-bnedmin!
Regina tal-Pac¢i sejfiulha
b’'ghajnejhom bid-dmugh mahsulin!

II-Rlejjag ghannew l-isbah ghana
qalb wahda flimkien, imbikkija,

u lissnu b'turija ta’ tama

it-talba ta’' I-Ave Marija.

U Ralfu Il s-sliem jibqa’ jghammar
f'kull rokna, f'’kull dejr tal-holgien;
u wieghdu ‘I Marija li I-paci
tisseddaq sat-temma taz-7mien.

KAN. JOE MEJLAK.

PoeZija li ssemmiet b’tiffir fil-Konkors ta” PoeZija Marjana mniedi mis-Sant warju
ta’ Pinu fl-okkaZjoni tas-Sena Marjana.
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Migbura minn DUN KARM BORG

OTTUBRU fikomplij

26. Beda “weekend Ret-
reat” minn grupp ta’ zgha-
zagh minn Haz-Zebbug
fid-Dar ta’ |-Irtiri tas-Sant-
warju. Mexxa dan l-irtir
Dun Frans Abdilla.

NOVEMBRU:

5. Ili-Fergha Ewkaristika
ta’ Malta zammet il-
laggha taghha ta’ kull
xahar fis-Santwarju. Saret
guddiesa u wara siegha
adorazzjoni. Hadu sehem
ghadd ta’ Ghawdxin minn
diversi parrocci.

19. H-Moviment Ewka-
ristiku organizza Lejl ta’
Talb fis-Santwarju. Mons.
Ruzar Borg, Direttur tal-
Moviment Ewkaristiku,
fetah din il-lejla ta’ talb

b'quddiesa li bdiet fit-

8.00 p.m.

21. Fl-okkazjoni tal-
festa tal-Prezentazzjoni
tal-Madonna, il-Kapitlu
tal-Kolleggjata ta’ I-Gharb

mexxa Ghasar u Quddiesa
Kantata fis-Santwarju.

24. L-E¢c. Tieghu Mons.
isqof Nikol G. Cauchi
mexxa Konéelebrazzjoni
fis-Santwarju fl-okkazjoni
ta’ Jum ir-Radd il-Hajr.
Huwa wassal messagg ta’
|-okkazjoni il dawk
prezenti.

DICEMBRU:

3. Saret quddiesa u
siegha adorazzjoni li kienu
organizzati mill-Fergha
Ewkaristika. Ghadd sabih
ta’ devoti ta’ I-Ewkaristija
Ra sehem f'din il-laggha
ta’ talb.

8. Ir-Rev.mu Kapitlu tal-
Kolleggjata ta’ I-Gharb,
mexxa Ghasar u Quddiesa

Kantata fis-Santwarju fl- -

okkazjoni tal-Festa ta’ I-
Immakulata.

9. Fid-Dar-ta’ I-Irtiri tas-
Santwarju gie organizzat
‘'weekend retreat’” minn
grupp ta’ Karizmatici.

13. Fl-okkazjoni ta’ I-
Anniversarju tal-Konsag-
razzjoni tas-Santwarju, ir-
Rev.mu Kapitiu tal-
Kolleggjata ta’ I-Gharb
mexxa Ghasar u Quddiesa
Kantata.

28. Gie organizzat pelleg-
rinagg ghall-anzjani mill-
parro¢ca tal-Qala. L-
anzjani hadu sehem f'qud-
diesa u gie recitat ukoll xi
talb lill-Madonna. ll-pel-
legrinagg kien immexxi
mill-Aréipriet, il-Kan. Dun
Anton Sultana.

29. Fr. Paul Fenech
mexxa pellegrinagg mill-
parro¢éa ta’ Bormla. Sar
talb ta’ ringrazzjament lil
Alla ghal tant grazzji
mogfhtija bl-intercessjoni
tal-Madonna matul is-
sena 1988; b'ringrazzja-
ment ukoll ghall-Ftuh tad-
Dar mis-Sorijiet ta’ Madre
Theresa fil-parrocca ta’
Bormla.

Salvatur.

Wahda mix-xeni kommoventi fil-Vangelu hi I-laggha ta’ Marija li tagfiti ‘|
Binha fid-dirghajn ta’ Simeoni u Anna fit-Tempju: bit-talb li sar mit-tnejn raw is-

{G. Maloney).
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Dear Rev. Father,

DUBLIN,
20.4.88.

I had the pleasure of visiting your lovely island recently while on holidays in Malta,
and | felt privileged to visit Our Lady’s of Ta’ Pinu’s Shrine. While there [ prayed for my
twin grand daughters, 5 years old, and suffering from Cystic Phibroxs. They had been
in hospital for three weeks and there was no sign of them being able to go home when|
visited them.

When | arrived home from my holidays | received a card from my son and
daughter-in-law telling me the children had been sent home from hospital on the 11th
March, the very day | prayed in your Sanctuary to Our Lady. | also prayed that my son
would get work, and he rang me when | got home to tell me he had got a job. | will be
forever greatful to our Lady of Ta' Pinu, and will always say the prayer to her every day
of my life. | am enclosing £5 for mass in thanksgiving and | hope someday to returnto

Greatful thanks to Our Blessed Lady,

your lovely island and visit your Church again.

Yours very sincerely,
N.N.

GHAWDEX:

Joe Apap; Guiepp Vella; Carmen Attard;
Michael Vella, M. Theuma; Maria Sultana;
Pietru Muscat; Toni Muscat; Maria Aquilina;
Margaret Zerafa; Silvia Said; Maria Portelli:
Ganna Buttigieg; Karmenu Refalo; Karmenu
Buttigieg; Marianna Refalo; Anglu Hili;
Jesmond Borg; Maria Debono; Joe Galea; Rose
Curmi; Paul Andrew Vella; Mary Farrugia;
Anglu Farrugia; Lorenza Farrugia; Joseph
Cordina; Rose Muscat; Catherine Zerafa;
Miriam Bugeja; Guzeppa Camenzuli; Doris
Curmi; Pawla Portelli; Doris Sultana; Rita
Sultana; Rita Said; Jessie Farrugia; John Butti-

gieg; Maria Debrincat; Charlie Farrugia; George -
Casha; Marija Mizzi; Anthony Calleja; Pawliu
Said; Rose Saliba; Raymond Schembri; Maria
Pisani; D. Cauchi; George Borg; Frangiska
Sultana; Olympia Cremona; Michael Azzopardi;
Karmnu Saliba; Marianne Saliba; Kelina
Portelli; Gorgina Calleja; Marija Caruana; C.
Vella; Frank Attard; Carmen Cini; Grace Frendo;
Mario Azzopardi; Pawlu Grima; Guza Grima;
John Sultana; Maria Buttigieg; John Azzopardi;
John Grech; Frank Grima.

Mary Azzopardi; Carmel Camilleri; Silvia
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Said; Mr. & Mrs. JJ. Muscat; Salvu Galea;
Lorenza Bajada; Toni Azzopardi; Guza Attard;
Pauline Grima; Philip Bonello; Pawla Portelli;
Angela Borg; Rose Camilleri; Oina Cavallaro;
Victor Theuma; Joanne Vella, Emmanuel
Debrincat; Julian Farrugia; George Refalo;
Victor Vella Muscat; Rita Mejlak; Carmela
Muscat; Felic Camillleri; Victor Borg; Francis
Said; Netta Grima; Emmanuel Buttigieg; Mary
Galea; Tarcisja Muscat; Tarcisio Mifsud; Vero-
nica Grima; Joe Sultana; Maria Debono;
Angela Borg; Maria Falzon; Maria Vella;
Guzeppa Saliba; Anthony Theuma; Rita Camil-
leri; Salvina Camilleri; Laurine Vella; Joann
Sciberras; Cetta Xerri; Gorg Galea; Tona
Muscat; Angela Mizzi; Margerita Muscat;
Frangiskea Debceno; Maria Camilleri; Marianna
Muscat; Karmena Camilleri; Victoria Sciberras;
‘Mike Grima; Arthur Muscat; Paul & Guza
Camilleri; Rita Axiaq.

Joe Vassallo; Marija Antonja Formosa; Naz-
zareno Cardona; Natu Debono; Loreto Camille-
ri; ‘Stella Camilleri; Stella Formosa; Antonia
Zahra; M.J. Debono; Sunta Cassar; Gorg
Sultana; Stella Aquilina; Gerita Buttigieg; Elvin
Cassar; Tereza Cardona; Tarcisja Portelli; Angel
Mercieca; Antonia Grima; Carmen Pisani; Guza
Azzopardi; Salvu Debrincat; Grazia Said; Guza
Buttigieg; Josephine Grech; Carmelo Borg;
Anthony Borg; Alfred Rapa; Maria Spiteri;
Pietru Muscat; Guzepp Formosa; Guzepp
Grech; Elizabeth Azzopardi; Toni Muscat;
Carmen Borg; Tonina Spiteri; Guza.Cauchi;
Carmen: Bortone; Tony Borg; Giovann Grech;
. Carmen Attard;, Maria Attard; J. Galea; Lucy
Saliba; Salvu Camilleri; Elizabeth Haber;
Carmelo Sciberras; Guza Grech; Michael
Grima; Emmanuel Caruana; Mary Portelli;
Doris Mercieca; Ganni Spiteri; Michael Vella;
Toni Grech; Gorg Borg; Ewkaristiko Sultana;
Lela Grima; Ines Grech; Raymond Spiteri;
Mario Buttigieg; Tarcisio Mercieca; Lora Camil-
leri; Giovanna Attard; Rose Marie Cauchi;
- Antonia Sciberras; Ganna Pace; MaryCaruana
Lucy Vella

MALTA:

Mary Caruana; Carmela Sillato; Carmela
Cassar; Rita Galea; Jacqueline Cassar; Pia
Cassar; Carmen Attard; Anton Galea; Carrie
Farrugia; Gejtu Mifsud; Joe Vella; Doreen
. Bugeja; Karmena Azzopardi; Mary Bellizzi;
Agata Grech; Carmel Casha; Guza Aquilina;
Mary Bonello; Familja Deguara; Rita Busuttil;
Agata Farrugia; Raymond Bugeja; Paul Dimech;
Manwel Zammit; Luga Cutajar; Ester Gauci;
Anne Gatt; Maria Gatt; Angela Mifsud; Helen
Farrugia; Mary Aquilina; Venera Vella; Mary
Caruana; Guza Vella; Doris Vella; Mary & John
Azzopardi; Paul & Doreen Calleja; Martin

Mercieca; Rita Pace; Anna Gauci; Guza
Fenech; Mary Agius; Guzeppa Saliba; Loreta
Saliba; Annie Vassallo; Maria Cauchi; Francis
Gauci; Apolonia Farrugia; Lorenza Ciappara;
Adelaide Callus; Mary Vella; Carmela Demarco;
Ines Castagna.

Josephine Cini; Manwela Spiteri; | ourdes
Grech; Maria Falzon; Vanna Galea; Antonia
Calleja; Francis Cassar; Stella Sammut; Pawla
Bugeja; Pawlu Bugeja; Michael Grech;
Karmena Borg; Josephine Galea; Annie
Bowman; Charles Caruana; Lina Vassallo; C.
Agius; Carmelo Borg; Karmena Azzopardi; Rita
Bonnici; Karmena Vella; Alfred Gordalo; Ewka-
ristika Buhagiar; Raymond Zammit; Carmen
Palmier; Doris Galea; Rita Darmanin; Monica
Galea; Joseph Rapa; Carmen Attard; Elizabeth
Saliba; Joseph Ciantar; S. Carter; Vanessa
Saliba; Karmena Grech; Valentino Vella;
Ludgarda Bezzina; Rita Attard; G. Borg; C.
Grech; Carmen Falzon; Kunsilja Busuttil;
Carmel Zahra; M'Rose Vella; Rita Ellul; F.
Cassar Parnis; Christ Azzopardi; Tereza
Caskun; Consilia Cremona; Tereza Costa; Mary
Gerada; Saviour Vella; Charles Magro; Victoria
Chetcuti; J. Zammit. )

Lino Cuomo; Pelly Josephine Cuomo; Eric
Tabone; E. King; lvy Grech; Joanne Portelli; A.
Camilleri; Charmaine Galea; Helen Zammit;
Emmanuel Borg; Mary Cachia; Victoria
Demanuele; James Rizzo; Elizabeth Brincat;
John Brincat; Maria Pia Gauci; Charles
Schembri; Fr. ‘Peter, Xuereb; Anna Gauci;
Antoinette Vassallo; Tony D‘Anastasi; Mary
Camiileri; Rianne Cardona; Gorg Cardona; Polly
Cutajar; Lina Micallef, Mary Borg; Albert
Ganado; Carmen Xerri; Joseph Haber;
Elizabeth Borg; Joe Gauci; Charles Azzopardi;
Capt. & Mrs. Vizay, J. Galea; Emmanuel
Farrugia; John Grech; Rose Marie Cauchi.

AWSTRALJA:

J.C. Mizzi; Nina Zahra; Mary Spiteri; Maria
Theuma; S. Said; M'Gwann Camilleri; Connie
Cauchi; Guza Gatt; Salvina Borg; Nancy Camil-
leri; Joe Curmi; Marija Schembri; Olympia
Frendo; Rose Spiteri; Rose Cassar; Mrs.
Theuma; Karmnu Gatt; Rose Xuereb; Mr. &
Mrs. Joe Cassar; Frank Sald; Tanla Vella; Marla
Vella; Mr. Veron Sciberras; C. Axiaq; Joseph
Grima; Rita Azzopardi; Mrs. F. Vella; Vicky
Vella; Tedia Zammit; Nat. Ant. Theuma; Rena
Calleja; Wistina Vella; Carmen Mifsud; Carmen
Mercieca; Anthony Galea; Wistin Theuma;
Charlie Debrincat; Charles Gauci; Clare Parnis;
Mary & Joseph Buhagiar; Frangisk Cassar; J.
Borg; Jean Grech; Carmen Grech; Mary’
Theuma; Salvina Borg; Lucia Gatt; L. Abela;
Maria Spiteri; Anna Camilieri; R. Deguara; E.D.
Gatt; Carmen Cauchi.



U.S.A.:
Joseph Buttigieg; Charlie Hili; Wandra

Garone; Carmen Radman; Jane Azzopardi;.

Ethel Kaplan; Maria Buhagiar; Jane Galea; Rita
Camilleri; Mikelina Vella; Victoria Cassar; Toni
Casha; Paul Mizzi; Lorraine Portelli; Ursola
Falzon.

KANADA:
Carmen Xuereb; Joe Costa; Eugenia A.
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Attard; Mr. & Mrs. George Camilleri; Mr. & Mrs.
John Mercieca; Rita Farrugia; Guza Borg; Doris
Grima.

INGILTERRA:

Lonza Borg; Mr. & Mrs. Dixon; Helen &
Michael Stuart; Mr. Joan Conway; Eric Borg;
Carmel Camilleri; E. Mifsud.

QASSISIN LI QADDSU FIS-SANTWARJU:

Rev. Carmel Borg; Fr. John Muscat; Fr. Paul
Fenech; Fr. Charles Cini; Dun Marcell Tabone;
Fr. John Philip Curmi M.S.S.P.; Rev. Joseph
Camilleri Cini; Mons. Gius. Borg; Dun Gwann
Dimech; Fr. Christopher Farrugia O.F.M.; P.
Diego Theuma O.F.M. Cap.; Dun Karm Hili; Rev.
Egidio Mizzi O.F.M. Conv.; Dun Giov. Marija
Cauchi; ‘Dun Guzepp Vella; Fr. Gorg Frendo;
Dun Joseph Mercieca; Dun Salv Vella; P.
Placido Rivelli O.F.M.; P. Timotju Azzopardi
O.Carm.; Fr. Mark Demanuele M.S.S.P.; Can.
Joseph Zahra; Fr. Vincent Caruana O.S.A.; Fr.
Tony Buhagiar O.S.A.; Kapp. Richard Borg; Fr.
Joseph Saliba; Fr. Fabio Attard S.D.B.; Fr.
Alfred Vella; Fr. Carmel Polidano; P. Francesco
Azzopardi O.F.M. Cap.; Fr. J. Bugeja; P.
Frangisk S. Caruana O. Carm; Dun Karm Borg;
Fr. Nicholas Pace; Can. G. Scriha; Fr. Noel Vas-
sallo; Fr. Anthony Caruana S.D.B.; Fr. Mario
Abela O.S.A.; Fr. Eddie Pace O.F.M.; Dun
Gwann Mizzi.

Rev. Michael Xuereb; D. Michael Galea; Fr. C.
Attard S.D.B.; Fr. Joe Cilia S.D.B.; I-E.T. Paul
Darmanin; Rev. Louis Lubao; Fr. Alex Bezzina;
Fr. Frankie Sultana; Dun Gorg Mercieca; Mons.
Lawrenz Xerri; Dun Pawl Camilleri; Fr. Mario
Cassar; Fr. Martin Coleiro O.F.M.; Dun Manwel
Cordina; Dun Karm Refalo; Dun Anton Attard;

Mons. Guzepp Grech; Can. Anton Refalo;
Mons. Ruzar G. Borg; Rev. Philip Gatt; Can.
Joseph Grech; Rev. Philip Gatt; Sa¢. Renato
Borg; P. Luga Theuma; Fr. Felic Sammut O.F.M.
Conv,; Fr. Frans Abela Giusti O.F.M. Cap.; Dun
Eddie Zammit; Dun Charles J. Scicluna; Ks.
Nojcrech Nowacki; Fr. Karm Borg MSSP.; Fr. R.
Wirth SJ.; Rev. Paul C. Vella; Rev. Paul Sciber-
ras; Fr. Nicholas Cachia; Fr. Nicholas Pace; Saé.
Raymond Cassar; Fr. Edgar Vella; P. Silvestro
Magro OFM.; Rev. Michael Farrugia O. Carm;
Mons. Joseph Schembri; Mons. Salv Fenech:;
Fr. Albert Micallef O.F.M.; P. Nerik Cassar
O.F.M.; Fr. Alf. Camilleri; Fr. Carm Aquilina;
Fr. Anthony Theuma; Dun Guzepp Zammit; P.
Manwel Adami MSSP.; Fr. Joseph Sultana;
Dun Anton Bajada; Fr. Joseph Bezzina; Mons.
Gregorio Vella.

P. Adeodato Schembri OSA.; Can Carmelo
Cini; Dun Peter Xuereb; Fr. Frank Buhagiar;
Dun Mikiel Attard; Mons. José Agius; Mons.
Aré¢. Carmelo Scicluna; Kan. Salv-Pace; Kan.
Dun Salv Curmi; Can. Martin Portelli; Dun
Gwann Scicluna; Saé. Carmelo Gauci; Dun
Karm Hili; Fr. Raymond Bonnici OFM Cap.; P.
Joe Buttigieg OFM Cap.; Dun Anton Borg; Can.
John Bartolo; Fr. Bill Wilbey; Fr. Benjamin
Galea S.J.

ZWIGIJIET LI SARU FIS-SANTWARJU:

Francis Refalo mix-Xagtira u Rita Caruana
mill-Gharb; Philip Cassar mix-Xewkija u
Miriam Spiteri minn Victoria (S. Gorg); Charlie
Camilleri mill-Qala u Pauline Xuereb minn
Ghajnsielem; Paul Schembri mix-Xaghra u

Angela Debrincat mix-Xewkija; .Joseph Spiteri
mix-Xewkija u Joan Tabone miz-Zebbug; John
Vella mill-GRasri u Rozanna Bajada mill-
Munxar; Emmanuel Rapa mix-Xewkija u Rita
Zammit mill-Gharb.

MAGHMUDIJIET LI SARU FIS-SANTWARJU:

Kenneth bin Jorn Elvegard u Marija Antonia
née Agius mill-Gharb; Diana bint Vincent Apap
u Josephine née Briffa; Lourdes bint Joseph
Vella u Carmela née Vella minn Keréem;
Jennifer bint Emmanuel Curmi u Loreta née

Debrincat min-Nadur; Simone bint John
Chatlani u Radhika née Buxani minn Valletta
(Malta); Bryan bin Joseph Portelli u Rita née
Abela min-Nadur.
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- PREZENTAZZJONI TA’ TRABI LILL-MADONNA:

Lisa Nicole Spiteri — Ghajnsielem; Charlot
Mamo - Zabbar; Tiziana Mamo — Zabbar;
Andrew John Velia — Qormi; Stephan 7erafa
— Qormi; Carmelina Borg — B’Kara; Owen
Catania — Pawla; Jason Grech Nadur;
Samantha Grech — Nadur; Jessica Tahone —
Mosta; Clint Camilleri — Qala; Edward Gusan
— Paola; Jeanelle Vella — Qormi; Rosalie
Magro — M’Xlokk; Christian Cachia — Santa
Venera; Patricia M. Zammit — Zabbar; Stephan
John Zammit — Zabbar; Nadya Anne Coppini —
Victoria; Matthew Manuel Vella — Mellieha;
Charline Muscat — Zebbiegh; Lisa Marie —
Zebbiegh; Nancy Muscat — Zebbiegh; Aaron
Scicluna — Victoria; John Degiorgio — Qormi;
Stephanie Decelis'— B’Kara; Anthea Bugeja —
Qormi; Ritienne Bondin — Gudja; Bernardette

Debono — Luga; Nathan Anthony Azzopardi —
St. Julian’s; Shawn Bartolo — New York.

Maryly Theuma — Qormi; Caroline Azzopardi
— Qormi; Efrem Arpa — San Gwann; Lenice
Abela — Hamrun; Scan Cauchi Xewkija;
Paul Spiteri — Birzebbuga; Silvianne
Buttigieg — Nadur, Chailene Zahta — Gud]a;
Clayton Cuschieri — Naxxar; Krystle Cuschieri
— Naxxar; Rodney Farrugia — Siggiewi;
Emmanuel Spiteri — Fgura; Fabien Naudi —
Naxxar; Joseph Azzopardi — L-lkiin; Jonathan
Pace — Birzebbuga; Sefora Vella — Qorm;
Rodrick Vassallo Hamrun; Claudette
Farrugia — Xaghra; Joseph Cini — Xewkija;
Matthew Micallef — Valletta; Sara Dalli —
Tarxien; Louisianne Sultana — Zebbug;
Vanessa Vella — Qormi; Clare Anne Sciciuna
— Qormi; Leonell Mintoff — Santa Venera;
Christian Mallia — Tarxien; Jason Vassallo —
Manicata; Samuel Vassallo — Manicata.

THE FAMOUS STAIRWAY

at the time, and during his chat with her he

casually asked if there was anything

around the convent he could do.

The Mother Superior explained their
current problem to the man who had so
suddenly arrived in their midst and won-
dered if there was anything he could do to
assist.

The stranger then apparently intimated
that he would do his best and immediately
set about working on a stairway from the
church to the choir loft.

When this was constructed it included
two turns of 360 degrees and thirty-three

steps and the whole thing was an absolute .

delight to the eye. it is said when Mother
Magdeline sought out the carpenter to pay
him for.his work he was nowhere to be
found. Quite naturally this caused a great
deal of talk and speculation and when the
news got abroad people came in their
hundreds to view the masterly workman-
ship. Many in fact were so dubious about
the conformation of the staricase that not
only did they shake their heads in disbelief,
but believed the moment someone used it
would collapse.

{Jagbad minn pagna 180)

Perhaps one of the most unusual
features about the stairway is the fact that
it has no nails — the entire thing is put
together with wooden pegs.

Nor did it disintegrate when used;
furthermore, about six vyears after its
erection a rail was added.

The mystery deepens — the wood used
in the construction of the stairway is
spliced in seven places on the outside,
each forming a curve. When a check was
later made it was revealed no wood was
purchased from any of the local timber
yards. Who supplied it was never made
known.

Those who have had the good fortune to
study this structure in the church at Santa
Fe are always astonished to learn that the
only tools ever seen in the grey-haired
tradesman’s hands were a hammer, a T
square and a saw.

The secret — if there is one — of the
construction of this now famous staircase
may never come to light. But without a
doubt there is a touch of the miraculous
about the entire circumstance.




A.M.D.G.
Servizz Socjali bit-Telefon mill-

Prayer Group “Madonna ta’ Pinu”

mis-6.30 p.m. sat-8.30 p.m.

Cempel fuq dawn in-numri

IT-TNEJN
TEL. NO.

552608

IT-TLIETA
TEL. NO.

554051

L-ERBGHA
TEL. NO.

552608

IL-HAMIS
TEL. NO.

551511

IL-GIMGHA
TEL. NO.

554051

IS-SIBT
TEL. NO.

55615611

Meta ccéempel stagsi ghas-'SERVIZZ SOCJALI TA' PINU”

p ~eam- § ~ciiie-{ ) st -

Int Devot ta-MADONNA TA’ PINU????
TRID taghtiHa xi HIDMA voluntarja,
mas-SANTWARJU taghHa ta’ Pinu????

X'tista’ taghmel!!!

“Servizz Sodjali bit-Telefon”.

“Kuntatti ghall-Hidma ta’ Paci”. 3
“Usher fil-Quddiesa tal-5.00 p.m. il-Hadd”.

“Gwida matul il-weekend fil-Muzew ta’ Karmni Grima
jew ta’ Frené ta’ I-Gharb”.

*

*
K
%

Jekk thoss li ghandek tghin fxi wakida minn dawn l-attivitajiet:
® Kellem lir-Rettur tas-Santwarju, :

Mons. Dun Beneditt Camilleri.

Ikteb lis-Segretarja: Prayer Group “Madonna ta’ Pinu”,
c/o Santwarju Ta’ Pinu, Ghawdex.

Attendi ghal-laggha tal-Prayer Group “Madonna ta’
Pinu” fir-4 Hadd tax-xahar, fid-9.30 a.m. fis-Santwarju.




IS-SANTWARJU TA’ PINU MIBNI WARA LI L-MADONNA KELLMET LIL KARMNI GRIMA.

“Il-Vergni Marija li mit-thabbira tal-Anglu lagghet fqalbha u f'gisimha I-Verb t'Alla u gabet
il-Rajja lid-dinja, hu maghrufa u unurata bhala vera omm ta’ Alla u tar-Redentur. Hi stess
mehlusa b’mod sublimi, in vista tal-merti ta’ Binha u Mieghu marbuta minn rabta iebsa

-li ma tinhallx, hi mghonija buffi¢é¢ju l-aktar gholi u bid-dinjita ta’ Omm tal-Iben t’Alla, u
ghalhekk bint mahbuba tal-Missier u tempju tal-Ispirtu s-Santu: u li minhabba dan id-don
tal-grazzja l-aktar gholja tisboq b’mod kbir lill-kreaturi l-ohra kollha fis-sema u fl-art. Hi
‘madankollu marbuta flimkien mar-razza ta’ Adam mal-bnedmin kollha fi htiega tal-fidwa,
anzi hi “tassew omm tal-membri (ta’ Kristu) ...ghaliex ikkooperat bl imhabba ghat twelid
tal-fidili tal-Knisja, li ta’ dak ir-Ras huma membri”. Ghal dan hi maghrufa wkoll bhala I-
membru singulari u ewlenija tal-Knisja u figura taghha u mudell I-aktar perfett ta’ fidi u ta’
karita, u l-Knisja Kattolika, mghallma mill-Ispirtu s-Santu bl-imhabba ta’ pleta ta’ bint
tivveneraha bhala Omm l-aktar mahbuba”.

(Mill-Kostituzzjoni Dommatika “Lumen Gentium”)
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