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Workdwide Shustion

Altnough the pandemic Influenza virus continues to be
the predominent circulating INflusnza virus worldwids,
dirculation of seesonal Influenza B viruses continue
10 Increase and spread across Asia, parts of Eastern
Eurcpe, and Eastem Alrica

The overal pandemic Influenza Tansmission continuss
1o deciine in Europs, North end South America,
Southermn Harmisphars, North Africa and Asla. Countries
stil reporting active influenza transmission include
Wost Africa and perts of Soutneast Asla with Thallend
showing the most aciivity. Appraedmetely half of all
provinces In Thalland reported that more than 10%

of al outpationts ware seaking care for Influerzea ke
finsss (ILI) and epprovdmataly 25% of all petients with IL
tested positive for Irfluenza (currently the percentage for
Europe Is under §%).

European Situstion

For most couniries In the European reglon, the
pendemic nflusnza ectivity ls considered to ba reaching
the end. Most experianced an early start to the
Irfiuenza ssason (September/October) and the winter
activity peaikad serfer than in the past years (December
a8 compared to February/March). In 18 of 22 countries
reporting five or more years of infuenza data, the peak
cinical conaultation retes that were cbsarved during
the 2008/2010 pandemic season did not excesd peek
cinical consultation rates cbserved during the prevous
yoars. However in savaral countries, clinical conauttation
retes did exceed recent historical peeks within some

pendamic (H1N1) nfluenza virus have been repoarted o
WHO/Europe. However this ls an underestimation of the
ectual number of deaths associated with the pandemic
H1N1 virus Irfections, B86.74% of Infuenza virus
detections during 2008 waro Influanza A (H1N1). All the
pendamic (H1N1) 2008 viruses analysed antiganically
or genaticelly were similer to the veocine sirain and the
majority was sansifive to bolh ocsellamivir and zanamivir,
Prasently less than 5% of influenza-iike iliness seen by
eentinel doctons ane positive for HIN1,The number of
reportad Specific Acule Respiralory Infeclive casea hes
aiso cortinued to decling,

Local Situation

The leet positve HIN1 confirmed case wes on the 18
of February and the last Influenza A confirmed case
was on the 20* of February. Since then al swebs have
been negative. Antivinal dispensing has been decreasing

esqponantially since the end of January. 81,822 persons
up 1o the 167 of March heve bean vacdnatad. The
rete of Influenza-Tie liness during week B wes around
73/1000 consultations, a sight Increess from weex 8
which was 58/100C consultations.

Prior Infection with cilessical swine HIN1 iInfluenza
virusas Is essociatad with protective Immunity to
the 2009 pandamic HIN1 virus

A study done In USA and publshed In Influenza and
othar respiretory viruses last March on esperimental
mica, showed that Induced Immunity to the
1818-darived H1N1 seasonal Influenza virus and

the 1976 swine Influenza virus, offered a degree of
protection against the 2008 pandemic virus. Tha
Implications of these findings add to the accumulating
data thet Is supgesting thet reeson for the pertial
protection of alder persons against the 2008 pandemic,

Morbkd Obesity: a risk of Influenza-related
complcations

A case-control design used to compars cases of
hospiialzations and deaths from the 2000 Influenza
H1N1 pendemic occuning between April and July 2009
In the US suggestad thet persons who wera morbidly
©obess (BMI240 kg/m?) - even If they did not have
chronic medical conditions recognized by the Advieory
Commiitee on immunizetion Praciices as Increasing
the risikk of Influenza releted complications - had an
Increased risk of hospitalization end potential death,
Thesa complications could be prevented with eerty
antiviral treatment and vaccination.

Pandemic HiN1 mutstion In India resembies
Dutch fincings

Rassarchers from India’s Naiional Insifiute of Virclogy
anncunced this week that they detacted a amall
mutation in the polymerase 2 {PB2) gane In the

pandomic HIN1 virus in sarmpies from three petients,
the samea changs that surfaced In two Dutch patents

last Sapiember. Tha Duich researchars found the
EB27K mutation in the besic polymerase 2 (PB2)
proteins in sampies from two pafients who had inka o
an island in northerm Holland.

The E627K mutation in PB2 hed previously been linked
in increased replication and possible virulence changes
in other influenza A viruses. Though the mutation has
been rercly seen in avien-derived viruses, il hed been
associelod with fetal HGN1 cases and H7N7 infections
in humans. The ciinical end epidemiclogical significance
of the mutation is uncleer and the expermental infaction
of forrols with fhe HIN1 virus containing the mutation
did not suggest increased shadding, vinuence, or
transmissibility.



