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L I M I T E D 

5th· 24th April 
Up To 60o/o Off 
• 20% Off Macpherson Paints 
• 50% Off on Uni-Com Security Systems 
• 25o/o Off Pine & Oak Spotlights 
• 30o/o Off on Garage Door Locks 
• 3o% Off Wallpaper Borders 
• 60o/o Off Plastic Mirror Sheets 
• 20o/o Off Gypsum Coving 
• 20% Off on Power Tools 
• 1 So/o Off All Swish Ra'I I 
• ~O% Off Black&Deck~: 
Kitchen Appliances 

Over 10,000 Items On Sala 

· 15% Off Paints 
With no additional 
charge on Tintin 

lilGI Vaid On Deep .,__ g 
- Colours 

SI.Luke's Road G'M . 
. ' ang,a Tel: 247102 

, 240929 Fax: 220419 

Aslight conlJ'Ovcrsy aJ'O:!e O\<f 
lhe number of lessons a1q. 
tcd for the teaching « 

Maltese and English, as ollllined 11 
the document. The students ~ 
feel that the hidden curriculum 
seems 10 attribute an inferior stzm 
to the Maltese language. a, &gl~ 
lessons to be given per 1veek 011t• 
number those for Maltese. II...., 
argued that many or their fricud; 
coming from private and/or Churdi 
sch~ls and who are now preparin& 
to sit for their A-level examioJliol 
in Maltese. were unable to e>tx(» 
themselves adequate!)· in !heir o,i, 

"!,S)ther tongue. This, Ibey cro~ 
sised. can be witnessed during tlW 
Maltese lectures at school. 

A similar problem per.;ists aJl]llllg 
students who, on the other b~ 
cannot speak English nucntl), ~ 
students stressed that lbi;; attitudr 
implicitly creates class di;tiocti-• 
and should be ~old out all~ 
They suggest mat 1on10now 's pe,;b­
iogy e1uploy the melh?d of 1eani-
1ng through discussion. "~ 
would encourage studenlS to sr--: 
both languages confidenth and 
comfonably. 

Th~ ,111den1s argued in fa•~ ol' 
imroducing Creative Expn!SSlOll 

11 

primary level. Children would u,en 
learn 10 e:,.pres, themselvts at Ill 
early age and also learn to ih~' 
their talents and ideas inform:illy !° 
a classroom set-up. Tin1e spell1; 
rote li:aming and repe1iuve tOP bl 
su~h ai. factors and decimals <ia;:ir} 
both at primary and stc<>P 
level) fills up the timetable::; 
essaril y and creaies an e~tta 0 
on the students. ln the toogeffti:: 
such time could be used ~ 
lively and creatively. JaCI: of 

Physical education. or die sill' 
it. is of wrnost concetn ID tilt~­
dents who seem to ba•~y b) 
enced a certain amount of ~ ,-6 
the schooling sY'te!D 1o_~:A, ~ 
another activily tbal is~ ,d) 
eme. They lamented tbJI 111 

' 
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rccc.nl past. PE, h.~d mcanl e one­
r,our-,a-wcck ocuvuy nnd h, ~-.·ctnl 
iMUutce.-.. ht.Id in A .fftlnll nod L"On­
fi,,ed court>'Ard whh little mom fo, 
rrccdont or mo,·cmcm One !,tudc.1u 
sec-.~ 1h01 the e1.nd l'C.\Ult uf Pli fndir 
rcrc:ncc. by the !\Chool nulhori1lr, 1,i 0 
~ro•P or ncodaml<all) ""'n8 
.,,t,ot~ The)' thcrcfon, coll<J r,.- • 
holi~tic cdueatn,n whkh would 
include ,non,: cttath"C- nnd l\t1istte 
~ti,·iuc., ond A ,cnou, C\\1nm1tmt'nt 
f\\\\11'\h ~JX)tl. 

Moreovrr, • \\ ccl-.ly h~,,,·m '" 
~ (IOtcr l iltfflCJ n, J<"Ctc.lcd in the 
Nauon#I Currit1ulum C.,:unmiucc ,., 
~k3ri>' not cnQ\l.{lh. In a. ""n,1aml) 
.,.,-,loping world. children <huul<l 
r«I conJidcnt ,n the u..c of the C'('tm 

,tcr It " A"-~ however. 1,,"0nfinned b\ the g:u~,1 , rcnkc~ thru within 
di"'"C. )"C'An- tn)" , rudo.n1 lcavintt the 
I"'"'"" level or ""1ooling wuuld he 
"'-'\11,rt,1(Cf"-h cerute. 

o"" , 11Xlent compl•1nc<l thol no 
n,rncK'Jll1 h,. made ot mu.<.il! lc&\Ons in 
1ht nC" -nt'lliOnlll cumculum. He 
,uue,ted ,hat a school of nrnsic 
:f'tMlld be ~Cl up whc.('C~n Students 
wovld be able to ,imuha~c,\usly 
~uAtt 1n mmic ~ well &..\ in the 
..-..,.mie ~u'qjoct.s listed, •h'Cn up 10 
<i,th form lc_,-cl. Thi, ~Id prove 
10 

i,c • utopian C).pcnence 10 ony 
,'(1.lflh nu.1,.-.ic lover indc«I! 

O
ther question, ftom the fto¢r 
,ncluded: whot i> 10 be done 
wilh school~ s itU3lCd in o r 

close 10 1ndu,1rial estates such as 
Ma"'"· Corradino. etc. ls the 
Education Department prepared 10 
,ettlc ror • ·tough hi<:k' solution? 

\\'hat docs the Notional Curri­
culum Commi~ion mean "'hen it 
suggests 1ha1 the same number of 
tt31)11ing hour$ be given bo!h !O girls 
and 1,oys? Since such a d1stmct1on 
~ 1o t)ave been idcnlified, how 
l,s\-e both sideS (males and females) 
been 1)!1'ectcd by the old system so 
r>I" What approach is being _taken 
to ensure that everyone wtll be 
c:1tonnelled towards equal opportu• 
nitics in the job market? The stu• 
dcnlS suongly believe thnt any cdu• 
C8U()ll3) material (books, handouts, 
\ideOS, etc.) panicularly those used 
a1 primal)' lel'el. are free of gender 
biu thus reinforcing what has 
already t,een swed in the document. 

11 Wll$ further suggested that com­
pulsory seminars on the issue of 
gender awmncss be organised for 
.n tcaebm, while studenlS sh'?ul_d 
be 0011SW11ly guided towards ehm•• 

.l)J!ing gender segregation altogeth­
er. 

The panicipanis seem to ha".e a 
negative outlook iowardsstn,ammg, 
which saw many of their school­
- being unjustly discriminated 
agai.nSt simply because they hap­
pened to be slow developers. The 
swdel!IS were assured, however. that 
streaming is posse and now only 
exisu i.Q,Malla. fl is only the non• 
professional teacher who is out of 
10uch with the latest methods of 
teachiJ)g who would ask for a con­
tinuation of streaming children. 
"We•~ either talking about an all­
incJu$ive educational system or 
we're going 10 continue marginalis­
ingpeople." 

Moreover, lhe existing ttipartite 
~y~m goes agains1 social iustice 
~ 111) all-inclusive sysiem. Parenis 
100, 111e 10 blame fo1 having 
!'clicved in a my1h. Every year 1hey 
insi•t ll)eir childten be placed in a 
clas$ of high achieve.rs. Thi$ men• 
lllity i• <>uldated, MalUI needs its 
human rewu,~ and cannot afford 
'" lose an annual percentage Qf 
school leaver$ who finish their ll<:C· 
ondary level of education a1 16 
YW!l of ~ge ~ lifelong illltcrou:~. 

How do we know th:il all M:hools 
will abide by what is wilhin the oew 
na1ional curriculum? (( the wnr1.1t, 
remain on paper, 1hc11 1hc Wlll!le 
exercise wa• a waste of ume 
Theteforc, a s11Ucture hu• 10 be :.e1 
up co ensure that every ..chool dmw 
~P a plan of action thnl deli,,c~ the 
1mplcmentation, working ond de· 
vcfopment of 1he new curriculum 
Schools will be monilon:d regularly 
and an evaluation of each ,chool 
will be dl8wn up for the re~pective 
authorities 10 Jcnow where they 
stand. 

An interesting suggestion by onf 
of the srudenis wn> tile setting up o 

SOCIOLOGY 111/denta of St Aloythn Colle~ Sixth Fom, during the seminar 

nd~1h pn,gro.mme-s aimed at M..imu• 
lnhng l)111'CntS' lnlr:l'C$t in their chll 
drcn ·s educational ntlninmcnt. 
Parent\ con,ing from .socially 
dcpti,'td nrcru; in MollJl do ''°' 'Item 

------

to pni.ide cduC1tionnl ,uppor1 (or 
their children either because or lheir 
own bleak childhood experience 
when a 1 ~chool. 1ack or time 
because of their daily routine C)f 

• 
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eluded commcnl$ and $1.lggestions 
made by the students. 1be students 
were con~~uulattd on having Ulkcn 
the tniti-aovc 10 voice their opinion 
nnd llkcd to 'have• il\y'. The usual 
proccdute in Milla is lh#I everyone 
waht. fot the authorities to ta.kc 
action Qn tiny tssuc. The students, 
on the other band. hope. 1h:at the 
Nation;il Cuniculum Commin.ec 
WOOJld tAUumcOUllO rellec! on tll 
1h11 had been susge,led by young 
individual• whoY: reeoUections of 
1he «:hoolln1 1y1t,:m may still be 
,cli1:bte.. accurate and nOI too dis,. 
tan< 

wo,k or 11mply bccm•e they liek 
the knowhow 

M, C'.1Jn11llrrl, MA (Sec. Stod.) BA 
(11"111} (£co,.,), wlv, IJ" s«~ 
/l'C/flttr, C<>-Otdi,i,otrd 1hr umlnar, 
whftJ, w41 eorSd1.1<1rJ by f,Nt-,<.Or 
StKi"'"a ,,udcnu "' Sf AloJ•lus 
Coll,~ Stu}, Form 71tanb a,edJJ< 
lo ,1r, h~<UIIMJt, r, Fr ).,uh,o,,, 

CIUa. SJ. for 1,., "''"'""' suppon and tQ th, nwJ,,1111 wlwn~ IOT'W<JWr~ 
in~ ,,,u/u,ua.,,,. tunvd 11v i-tnutf4r 

tnlo o 1tim1Mtfo1 ~- /111' all 
prr1011. 

At th• el0<ing or lhe ,cminar, 
ProlC$50f Wain and Dr BO!f v.c,e 
pre:~ntcd with 2 booklet v,h1dt in~ 

- -- ------

WEEK 
• PHOTO LABS 

Monday 
19th April 

to 
Saturday 

24th April 
1999 

9 .00hrs 
to 

19.00hrs 

elflct 11ec1,1nles 
wmo 

235/239 Fleur-de-LY$ Road 
B'Kara SKR 08 

T~: 493-483 
Fax: 484320 

------- ----- -----
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