Fr Charles Buttigieg

“Li Hu, u li Kien, u li ghad irid Jigi” (Apokalissi 4:8)
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Is-Simbolizmu Bibliku
tal-Apokalissi

Skont Grabiner: “The Book
of Revelation is like no
other in the New Testament,
because it impacts all the
senses of the reader in a
forceful and distinctive way
that the epistles and the
gospels do not. Imagery,
symbolism and metaphor
are brought together in a
profound contrast of images
and intertextual references
to generate constant
provocations on the reader’s
mind”. Rigward id-diversi
tipi ta’ simbolizmu li naraw
fil-Ktieb tal-Apokalissi, fil-
bidu tal-Knisja, Dijonisju
Isqof ta’ Lixandra skont
Ewsebju jikteb dan: “But I
could not venture to reject
the book, as many brethren
hold it in high esteem. But
I suppose that it is beyond
my comprehension, and that
there is a certain concealed
and more wonderful
learning in every part. For
if I do not understand I
suspect that a deeper sense
lies beneath the words. I

do not measure and judge
them by my own reason,
but leaving the more to
faith I regard them as

too high for me to grasp.
And I do not reject what I
cannot comprehend, but
rather wonder because

I do not understand it
Ghalhekk mela 1-Apokalissi
m’huwiex xi ‘scary book’
jew “the curious record

of the visions of a drug
addict, imma li l-awtur

qieghed iwassal il-messagg
teologiku tieghu permezz
ma immagni, vizjonijiet u
fuq kollox permezz ta’ hafna
simbolizmi. Hawnhekk Carl
Jung jghid: “We constantly
use symbolic terms to
represent concepts that

we cannot define or fully
comprehend.” Biex nghid
hekk 1-Apokalissi jonfoh

lil Kristu permezz tal-
immaggni.

I1-‘Kosmos’

M’hemmzx dubju li I-ktieb
tal- Apokalissi mill-kapitli

4 sa 21 huwa mimli
simbolizmu ghad-differenza
tal-hsieb astratt li nsibu
fil-kapitli 2 u 3. Il-ktieb

fih simbolizmu kozmiku li
jittratta s-sema, il-kwiekeb,
ix-xemx, il-qamar, il-beragq,

Carl Jung

ir-raghad (ghal-lehen),
is-smewwiet u I-bahar
trasparenti tal-kristall (4:6):
“Madwar it-tron, erbgha u
ghoxrin siggu, u fughom,
bilgieghda, erbgha u ghoxrin
Xih, lebsin 1-abjad, bkuruna
tad-deheb fuq rashom. Mit-
tron rajt hergin beraq u
hsejjes u raghad, u seba’
torc¢i mixghula quddiemu,
li huma s-seba’ spirti ta’
Alla. Quddiem it-tron rajt
ukoll bhal bahar tal-hgieg,
qisu kristall, u f’nofs it-tron
u madwaru erba’ Hlejjaq
Hajjin, kollhom ghajnejn
minn quddiem u minn
wara” (4:4-6). Ghandna
simbolizmu iehor, dak ta’
taqlib kozmiku fejn naraw
ix-xemx tiskura: “ix-xemx
swiedet bhal xoqqa tax-
xaghar”; u £°21:23, il-qamar
jihmar: “sar kollu qisu
demm” £’6:12; is-sema

L-ART IMQADDSA % LULJU - SETTEMBRU 2024 ** 17



jghaddi u jerga’ lura “ghab
bhal ktieb li jitkebbeb”
(6:14) sabiex jaghti spazju
ghas-smewwiet godda
£’21:1, u l-art imharbta u
mahruqa £’8:7. Hemm min
jitkellem hawnhekk minn xi
‘horror symbolism’ Is-sema
(bil-grieg: ‘ouranos’) huwa
l-isfera tat-traxxendenza

ta’ Alla, waqt li I-bhima
tohrog mill-bahar simbolu
tal-hazen fil-kapitlu 13.
II-kwiekeb li huma fis-
sema kif naraw £°6:13, parti
minnhom jigu mtajra mis-
sema lejn l-art mid-dragun
u jaqghu fuq l-art: “bhalma
tina tobzoq il-karmus meta
tixxejjer minn rih qawwi”
(6:13). L-art ukoll tigi
milquta minn kull xorta

ta’ flagelli sabiex titnehha

u tigi hija ukoll mgedda.
Hawnhekk naraw il-bahar
(‘thalassa’) marbut mal-
hazen u huwa f’konfront
ma’ Alla (ara Salm 74:13),
fejn qatt ma jissemma bhala
¢did (‘kaine’) bhalma naraw
fis-sema (‘ouranos’) u l-art
(‘ge’) gdida. Is-sema, l-art

u l-bahar jissemmew ma’
xulxin sitt darbiet fil-ktieb,
wagqt li s-sema u l-art ma’
xulxin huma msemmija

tlett darbiet fil-ktieb u
I-bahar u l-art insibuhom
ma’ xulxin seba’ darbiet.
Dawn it-tliet livelli tal-
holgien jissemmew fl-Antik
Testment kif naraw f’Ezodu
20:4.

Biblijografija

Arcari, L., Visioni del figlio
dell'uomo nel Libro delle
Parabole e nellApocalisse,
Antico e Nuovo Testamento
19, Brescia 2012.

Backhaus, K., “Inspiration
and Truth in the Book of
Revelation. An exegetical
comment on the Pontifical
Biblical Commission’s
document “Ispirazione e
verita’ della Sacra Scrittura”
(2014)”, in The Biblical
Annals 8 (2018) 71-91.

Barr, D.L., Reading the book
of Revelation: a resource for
students, SBL 44, Atlanta
(GA) 2003.

Biguzzi, G., Apocalisse.
Nuova versione, introduzione
e commento, 1 libri biblici,
Nuovo Testamento 20,
Milano 2005.

18 % L-Art IMQADDSA % LULJU - SETTEMBRU 2024

Boring, M.E., Revelation,
Interpretation, Louisville
2011.

Bosetti E. — Colacrai A.,
Apokalypsis. Percorsi

nell Apocalisse di Giovanni,
Assisi 2005.

Breu, C., “Female Seed as a
metaphor: Queer Kinship
in Revelation 12, Ancient
Medical and Literary Texts
and the Septuagint’, in
Journal for the Study of the
New Testament (2022) 1-28.

Camerling, Y.E et als., “A
Hermeneutical study on
the symbolic meaning of
the number 144,000 in
Revelation 7:1-7”, in Jurnal
Jaffray 19 (2021) 86-111.

Carvalho, ].C., “The Nations
between the Angel and

the Beast in the Book of
Revelation”, in Didaskalia 47
(2017) 43-62.

Cotro, H.A., “Could the
author of Revelation

step forward, please?”, in
DavarLogos 14 (2015) 71-89.

Cotro, H.A., “A tale of two
cities: Rome and Babylon in
Revelation”, in DavarLogos
21 (2022) 37-68.

Dalrymple, R., Revelation
and the two witnesses:

The implications for
understanding John's
depiction of the people of
God and his hortatory intent,
Eugene (OR) 2011.

Davies, J., “Reading

the Apocalypse with
Christopher Nolan: Story
and Narrative, Time and



Space’, in Journal for
Interdisciplinary Biblical
Studies 4 (2022) 42-56.

Doglio, C., Apocalisse di
Giovanni, Padova 2005.

Fanning, B.M., Revelation,
Zondervan Exegetical
Commentary on the New
Testament, Grand Rapids
(MI) 2020.

Gonzalez, E., “The
‘Destroyers of the Earth’ in
Revelation 11:8 - Who are
they?”, in Davar Logos 14
(2015) 91-107.

Gorman, M.J., Reading
Revelation responsably:
Uncivil worship and witness:
Following the Lamb into the
New Creation, Eugene (OR)
2011.

Graves, D., The Seven
Messages of Revelation and
Vassal Treaties. Literary
Genre, Structure and
Function, Piscataway (NJ)
20009.

Guthrie, D., The Relevance
of John's Apocalypse, Grand
Rapids (MI) 2012.

Jordaan, G.J.C., “Cosmology
in the Book of Revelation”,
in die Skruflig/Luce Verbi 47
(2013) 1-8.

Koester, C.R., Revelation:
A New Translation

with Introduction and
Commentary, New Haven
2014.

Manunza, C., LApocalisse
come actio liturgica’
cristiana. Studio esegetico.
AnBib 199, Roma 2012.

Miller, R.B., “Dragon myths
and biblical theology”, in
Theological Studies 80 (2019)
37-56.

Newall, M., “The Roman
Arena overturned:
Revelation 14:9-11 as God’s
wrath in history”, in The
Expository Times (2022)
1-11.

O’Hear, N. - O’'Hear, A.,
Picturing the Apocalypse: The
Book of Revelation in the Arts
over Two Millenia, Oxford
2015.

Oladosu, O.T., - Alu, C.O,,
“The use of Old Testament
in the Book of Revelation”, in
American Journal of Biblical
Theology 17 (2016) 1-10.

Oniszczuk, J.,
“Composizione e messaggio
della lettera alla Chiesa

di Efeso (Ap 2:1-7)” in
Gregorianum 98 (2017) 463-
480.

Palmer, ].T., The Apocalypse
in the Early Middle Ages,
New York 2014.

Paul, 1., Revelation,
Tyndale New Testament
Commentary, London 2018.

Peerbolte, B.J.L., “The Book
of Revelation: Plagues as
part of the Eschatological
Human Condition”, in
Journal for the Study of the
New Testament 44 (2021)
75-92.

Piazzolla, E.,, “La gune’
dell’Ap: funzione materna
e sponsale della chiesa’, in
Liber Annus 65 (2015) 351-
378.

Pruszinski, G.R., “The
Cognitive Phenomenology

L-ART IMQADDSA % LULJU - SETTEMBRU 2024 %* 19



of Doors in the Book
of Revelation: A Spatial
analysis”, in Religions 10
(2019) 1-14.

Punt, J., “An Apocalyptic
Womb? The Great Harlot
of Revelation 17-18”, in The
African Journal of Gender
and Religion 26 (2020) 41-
62.

Razafiarivony, D., “Is the
Woman of Revelation 17
the same of Revelation 12?7,
in The American Journal of
Biblical Theology 17 (2016)
1-10.

Rosell, S., “John’s Apocalypse:

Dynamic word-images for
a new world”, in Theological
Studies 67 (2011) 1-5.

Rozek, K.B., “The
Eschatological enemies

of the Church: A biblical
exposition of Revelation 9:1-
11 and an examination of
interpretations of the locusts
from the abyss”, in Diligence:
Journal of the Liberty
University Online Religion
Capstone in Research and
Scholarship 5 (2020) 1-22.

Ruiz-Ortiz, EJ., “ “Battle

is over, raise we the cry of
victory”. Study of Revelation
19:11-21, in Isidorianum 29
(2020) 37-60.

Simoens, Y., Homme et
Femme, de la Genese a’
I'Apocalypse. Textes -
Interpretations, Paris 2014.

Sippert, S., “Introduction
to the Book of Revelation”,
in Journal of Theology 54
(2014).

Streett, M.L., Here come the
Judge: Violent pacifism in the
Book of Revelation, London
2012.

Tipvarakankoon, W., The
Theme of deception in

the Book of Revelation:
Bringing early christian and
contemporary Thai Culture
into Dialogue, Claremont
2017.

Tzamalikos, P., An Ancient
Commentary on the Book of
Revelation: A Critical Edition
of the Scholia in Apocalypsin,
Cambridge 2013.

Vanni,U., Apocalisse,
libro della Rivelazione.
Esegesi biblico-teoligica
e implicazioni pastorali,
Bologna 2009.

Vanni, U,, Dal Quarto
Vangelo all’Apocalisse. Una
comunita’ cresce nella fede,

Orizzonti biblici, Assisi 2011.

Van Rensburg, H.J., “All
the Apocalypse a stage: The

ritual function of apocalyptic

literature”, in HTS Teologiese
Studies/Theological Studies
75 (2019) 1-8.

Van Rensburg, H.J., “The
revelations of Revelation:
The book that fits, even

when it does not”, in HTS

Teologiese Studies/ Theological

Studies 77 (2021) 1-12.

Warren, M.J.C., “The cup of
God’s wrath: Libation and
early christian meal practice
in Revelation”, in Religions 9
(2018) 1-13.

Zamfir, 1., “Jerusalem in
motion. Images of Jersualem

20 & L-Art IMQADDSA % LULJU - SETTEMBRU 2024

in the Bible and beyond”, in
RES 13 (2021) 160-174.

Zampa, G., Il libro
dell’Apocalisse nei testi

della Liturgia Eucaristica
della Chiesa Italina
contemporanea, Roma 2018.



