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Director’s Note

You are snug in bed with the latest novel which caught your

fancy at the public library. You have just finished reading chapter
one. Your brain teems with colourful shades as you close your
eyes. You doze off. Friendly characters populate your dreams —
sometimes you re-write the book your own way as you sleep. You

wake up refreshed, to the security of a new dawn and the novel you

now think you know.

But then you have to rush to work. Quick cup of coffee. The

bus. Settled for half an hour of reading. Chapter Two. Right from

the first line you notice the differences. The author seems to be

thinking on another wave-length. Only now and then is a lamp
shade switched on, illuminating some incident in Chapter One. You

put your finger between the pages, close the book and think. You

start making mental phone-calls to other books you’ve read before.
To try and understand: to adapt yourself to the new order.

The four characters in our play find themselves in a situation

which is somehow similar. They are all married, but for one reason

or other, all are contemplating new relationships. But with the
experience and limitations of forty plus years behind them, the

going is not going to be easy. Notwithstanding the numerous

phone-calls they have to make!

As usual, Neil Simon is ‘that person sitting in the corner who’s
observing it all’. And he has left no stone unturned to produce his

cunning and highly comic comment on this middle-age mating
game.

And then you might just as well write Chapter Three in your
dreams tonight.

Carmel S. Aquilina
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