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Developing a drug information bulletin

A. Brincat, F. Wirth, L.M. Azzopardi, M. Zarb Adami,

A. Serracino-Inglott

Department of Pharmacy, Faculty of Medicine and Surgery, University
of Malta

Aims: To compile abulletin to reflect the current pharmaceutical
information of new medicinal products placed on the local market
and variations in the Summary of Product Characteristics of locally
available drugs, and to evaluate the usefulness of the bulletin among
pharmacists and pharmacy students.

Methods: A list of new medicinal products and another list
of locally available medicines that had undergone variation were
compiled. Further information on these products was obtained
from regulatory authorities and local agents. The front cover and
a set of templates were designed.

A concise article on each product was written and published
in the bulletin. The bulletin was reviewed by a panel of 5 experts
before dissemination. A quotation was obtained from a number of
local printing presses and local pharmaceutical firms were contacted
for sponsorship.

A questionnaire to evaluate the bulletin was developed,
validated and distributed with the bulletin. Five hundred printed
copies of the bulletin were self-administered to pharmacists from
all areas of practice and sent to 210 students via electronic mail.

Results: The bulletin was entitled ‘Drug Information Bulletin’
and was first published in February 2009. The first issue included
26 articles on new medicinal products placed on the local market
and 37 medicinal products that have undergone a variation in the
Summary of Product Characteristics between December 2007
and May 2008. Four hundred and fifty nine participants (330
pharmacists, 129 pharmacy students) completed the evaluation
questionnaire for the first issue. The respondents agreed that the
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bulletin was: up-date, clear and concise (93%, n=427), user-friendly =~ €&
(94%, n=432) and useful (97%, n=447).

Ninety seven per cent (n=443) of the respondents stated that
the information present in the bulletin was new to them. In fact,
64% (n=210) of pharmacists and 19% (n=65) of pharmacy students
strongly agreed that the bulletin helped to keep them informed.

Conclusions: The first issue of the bulletin provided an
accessible means to deliver unbiased information about the
introduction of recent medicinal products on the local market and
was positively received by pharmacists and pharmacy students.
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