
sacraments of the Eucharist and Baptism flow from the chalice to give life to the Church. Like marriage, 

this mystical union bears fruit. The Beloved Disciple, John, is born—a model for all of us to be reborn 

through the love between the new Adam and Eve. When Christ declares, “Woman, behold your son,” 

(Jn 19:26) he is literally announcing the spiritual fruit of his sacrifice. Every Christian, reborn in Baptism, 

is a child of this mystical marriage. 

Therefore, the crucifixion is not merely a place of death or an ending, but the very place where Christ 

weds His Church. Here, we find no legal contract, but a sacrificial gift. The Eucharist is thus nuptial. It is a 

celebration of this divine marriage, where Christ’s words continue to renew His union with the faithful 

of every age: “This is my body, given for you” (Lk 22:19) 
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Hope Amidst Suffering | Prof. Rev. Martin Micallef 

The passion narratives which form the longest section in each gospel, are not just a historical event 

that took place over two thousand years ago; they are also the fulfillment of God’s plan for salvation 

foretold in the Old Testament; the ultimate expression of the Son’s obedience which he maintained till 

the end (Jn 19:30); the Father’s “command” to the Son to lay down his life (Jn 10:18); the “cup” he had 

to drink (Jn 18:11); and the “hour” during which he was distressed (Jn 12:27). Ultimately, they are the 

last mode of revelation: “When you have lifted up the Son of man, then you will know that I am he, 

and that I do nothing on my own authority but speak thus as the Father taught me” (Jn 8:28). 

As readers of the Gospel, we are invited to engage in the world and the systems of values contained 

within these narratives, including the image of God and his relation to human suffering. The 

theological conversation about God and suffering was evidenced in a special way by the Shoah during 
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which massive suffering was inflicted during World War II, and raised challenging theological 

questions, such as: where was God in all this? 

Theologians were forced to think about such issues in a renewed way, insisting that God’s 

transcendence is realized in his pain and suffering for humanity which contrasts the concept of an 

impassible God that was developed in Christian theology with the aid of Greek philosophy. “The Deus 

impassibilis is a God without heart and without compassion, a cold heavenly power” (Jürgen 

Moltmann, In the End – The beginning: The Life of Hope, 

trans. Margaret Kohl [Minneapolis: Fortress, 2004], 70). In so doing, these theologians tried to 

enable others to relate to God in the face of unspeakable suffering. 

Such theological categories, however, remain incapable of defining the mystery of God who is faithful 

to us. We should remain aware of our theologies of suffering and to allow our own perspectives to talk 

with God to offer lessons on sacrifice and hope. “I believe in You, God of Israel, even though You have 

done everything to stop me from believing in 

You … I bow my head before Your greatness, but will not kiss the lash with which You strike me” (Yossel 

Rakover, quoted in Daniel Harrington, Why Do We Suffer? [Franklin/Wisconsin: Sheed &amp; Ward, 

2000], 1). 
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            The Seven Last Words of Christ by St. 
Bonaventure and Arnold of Bonneval 

|Tyrone Camilleri Galdes, B.A. (Hons.) Theology 

student 

At the very culmination of His earthly ministry, 

having reached the pinnacle of His life-giving 

kenosis, Christ uses His cross as a pulpit to deliver 

His most powerful sermon yet, written in His own 

blood. The seraphic doctor St. Bonaventure and 

the Benedictine abbot Arnold of Bonneval provide 

profound insights into these final utterances, 

breaking them down into an accessible format that 

enables deep spiritual reflection. 

These are words that have nourished Christians for 

two thousand years, and reflecting upon them 

helps the reader return to the foot of the cross, 

partaking in a feast of spiritual insight. This book 

offers a powerful meditation on Christ’s sacrifice 

and it should be on any Christian’s “to be read” list 

this Lent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


