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[I-kittieb huwa bniedem tal-laham bhal kulhadd.
Igarrab l-esperjenzi umani bhal kulhadd.
Ghalhekk ma setax jonqos li f'din I-edizzjoni ta’
IL-PONT jidhlu wkoll numru ta’ kitbiet li jintrabtu
ma’ dak li lagat u li ghadu ged jolqot lid-dinja,
mhux biss lil pajjizna, f’"dawn Il-ahhar xahrejn/
tlieta: I-imxija tal-Covid-19. Bhal dejjem, il-
letteratura ingenerali, u I-poezija in partikolari,
turina li I-bniedem hu wiehed, hu fejn hu.

II-Covid-19 gafel lil hafna id-dar, imma hafna
wkoll ged jaghzlu li jghaddu ftit minn dan il-hin
jagraw numru ta’ kotba li forsi kienu ilhom
jistennew fuq l-ixkaffa. Ohrajn ghazlu li jiehdu |-
okkazjoni u jordnaw numru ta’ kotba offruti bi
prezzijiet ragunevoli u i jitwasslulhom
direttament id-dar, bis-sahha ta’ inizzjattivi
mehudin minn djar tal-pubblikazzjoni differenti.
Ohrajn sahansitra sabu |-hin biex jorganizzaw
ahjar il-biblijoteka personali taghhom halli jkunu
jafu ezattament x'kotba ghandhom u fejn
isibuhom meta jigu bzonnhom.

Sabiha kienet ukoll I-inizzjattiva ta’ Gorg Mallia i
jikteb ktieb ghat-tfal marbut mas-sitwazzjoni
prezenti u jitfghu f'format PDF fuq l-internet
b’xejn bhala rigal lit-tfal li jinsabu magqfuin id-
dar. Inizzjattiva sabiha ohra hija dik tal-Ghaqda
tal-Malti - Universita li stiednet lill-membri
taghha biex jimpustaw video taghhom jaqraw xi
silta ta’ proza jew poezija favurita taghhom.
Hemm individwi u kittieba ohra li ghazlu li
jiddedikaw ftit minn hinhom biex jimpustaw
videos taghhom jagraw stejjer ghat-tfal biex
itaffu ftit mill-monotonija |i tista’ tinholoq
f'perijodu ta’ emergenza bhal dan.

Ninsab cert li dan iz-zmien ta’ tensjoni u
emergenza serva hafna bhala spinta kreattiva lil
bosta, fosthom kittieba, poeti u artisti ohrajn.

Inizzjattivi sbieh ohrajn li qed jittellghu bhala
konsegwenza  tal-Covid-19 huma I-lejliet
letterarji virtwali li ged jigu organizzati kemm
min ghaqgdiet nazzjonali kif ukoll ohrajn
internazzjonali. Minkejja |-lock down, inizzjattivi
bhal dawn ged igarrbu flimkien xorta wahda
kittieba differenti u nies li jinteresaw ruhhom fil-
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letteratura ingenerali, sahansitra kittieba minn
pajjizi differenti.

ll-garrej jista’ jinnota |i maz-zmien fIL-PONT
bdew jidhru wkoll kitbiet mhux biss bl-ilsien
Malti, imma anki b’ilsna ohra, I-iktar bl-Ingliz u
bit-Taljan. U dawn mhux biss miktubin minn
poeti u kittieba barranin, imma anki minn poeti
u kittieba Maltin. Dan biex niftakru li, minn
dejjem, il-letteratura Maltija ma tinkitibx biss bl-
ilsien Malti, imma anki b’ilsna ohra. Hemm bosta
kittieba Maltin li jiktbu mhux biss b’ilsien art
twelidhom imma anki bl-Ingliz, bit-Taljan, bil-
Franciz u ilsna ohrajn. Dan kienu jaghmluh anki
kittieba kbar bhal Dun Karm Psaila stess, il-Poeta
Nazzjionali.

Infakkru i IL-PONT ismu mieghu: huwa
pubblikazzjoni li ghandha sservi biex fug kollox
tghaggad u tgarreb lejn xulxin kittieba Maltin
differenti, stabbiliti u le, il-garrejja mal-kittieba,
u kittieba ta’ pajjizi differenti wkoll. Dan hu dak li
jaghmel pont fir-realta. U hu ghalhekk li IL-PONT
jipprezenta kull darba ghadd sabih t’ilhna
differenti kemm Maltin (li jghixu fil-gzejjer
taghna, imma anki lil hinn min art twelidhom),
kif ukoll barranin. Mill-gdid |-Editur jirringrazzja
lill-kontributuri kollha u jistieden lill-garrejja biex
ikomplu jxerrdu din il-pubblikazzjoni letterarja
virtwali fost ic-crieki ta’ hbiebhom. L-Editur
iheggeg biex dejjem aktar kontributuri jkomplu
jibaghtu I-kitbiet taghhom, basta jkunu ta’ certu
livell u jekk jista” jkun mhux twal hafna.

Minn hawnhekk I-Editur ta’ IL-PONT iheggeg lill-
garrejja biex jibgghu jsegwu din il-pubblikazzjoni
u fuq kollox ihobbu I-qari u I-ktieb Malti. L-Editur
jixtieq lill-garrejja, lill-familjari  u lil ta’
madwarhom SAHHA u jfakkarhom biex fuq
kollox jiehdu hsiebhom.




Alberto Arbasino
IMUT KITTIEB U GURNALISTA PROLIFIKU TALJAN

Nhar it-22 ta’ Marzu miet il-kittieb u gurnalista,
Alberto Arbasino, wara li kien marid ghal zmien twil.
Arbasino twieled f'Voghera (Pavia) fI-1930, u
fJannar |i ghadda ghalag 90 sena. Kellu karriera
twila bhala rumanzier, poeta u kittieb ta’ saggi.
Bhala Zaghzugh beda jistudja |-Mediéina, imma
mbaghad ghadda ghall-istudju tal-Ligi, gasam i
ggradwa fih fl-1955. Kienu ghal galbu I-istudji
klassici, it-teatru, il-kotba, wirjiet pubbli¢i u anki
skambi ta’ natura intellettwali. Beda jikteb f’rivisti
kulturali bhal “L'illustrazione italiana”, “Officina”,
“Paragone” u “Mondo di Pannunzio.” FI-1963
ippubblika r-rumanz sperimentali tieghu Fratelli
d'ltalia. Xoghlijiet ohra tieghu huma L’anonimo
lombardo (1959), Parigi o cara (1960); Un Paese
senza (1980); Paesaggi italiani con zombi (1998); La
vita bassa (2008); u L'ingegnere in blu (2008).

POSTPOST IL-FESTIVAL TAL-KTIEB FUQ IL-KAMPUS
2020

Fid-dawl tal-eskalazzjoni tal-Coronavirus COVID-19
madwar |-Ewropa, il-Festival tal-Ktieb fuq il-Kampus
2020, li kellu jsir fl-Universita ta’ Malta bejn il-25 u s-
27 ta’ Marzu, gie pospost sakemm johrog awviz
iehor.
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POSPOST SEMINAR ORGANIZZAT MID-
DIPARTIMENT TAL-MALTI TAL-UNIVERSITA U TAL-
JUNIOR COLLEGE

Is-Seminar li kellu jsir nhar 1-14 ta' Marzu, fis-Sala
Pietru Pawl Saydon f'Tal-Qroqq, gie pospost
minhabba l-emergenza tal-Covid-19. Kien seminar
immirat ghall-ghalliema u ghal kull min xtaq jattendi
dwar it-testi u s-suggetti fis-sillabi I-godda tal-Malti
fil-livell Intermedju u Avvanzat. Fost is-suggetti li
kellhom jigu ttrattatti: it-tahrig tal-lingwa, is-suggetti
tal-lingwistika, u t-testi letterarji. Waqt is-seminar
kellu jkun hemm numru ta’ ghalliema li jghallmu fil-
livell post-sekondarju jagraw prezentazzjoni ta'
kwarta dwar suggett partikulari.

LEJLA TA’ POEZIJA U MUZIKA INTERNAZZJONALI
FUQ ZOOM

Nhar il-15 ta’ April 2020, il-poetessa mill-Marokk,
residenta fl-Italja, Dalila Hiaoui, organizzat lejla ta’
poezija u muzika virtwali bl-isem ta’ “ll Salotto
Culturale J'nan Argania: In Quarantena non sei solo/
a.” Fdin il-laggha ppartecipaw mal-hmistax-il
persuna, fosthom poeti mill-Italja bhal Giuseppe
Napolitano, Irene Vallone, Ida Di lanni, Angelo
Puma, Rita Felerico, Salvatore Nappa, u Ivano
Muguaini, gejjin minn regjuni bhal Campania,
Molise, Toscana, u Sqallija. Poeti ohra kienu mill-
Isvizzera (Lucilla Trapazzo), mill-Albanija (Arjan
Kallco), mill-Egittu (Hatim Hawas), minn Malta
(Patrick Sammut), u mill-Marokk (Siham Doulkidah).
Angelo Torchia pprovda I-intervalli muzikali. Waqt is-
serata virtwali nqraw poeziji bit-Taljan, bl-Gharbi u
bil-Malti, inkluza poezija tal-poeta Palestinjan,
Mahmoud Darwish. Waqt is-serata ntqal ukoll li dan
il-Covid-19 bhal ghaqqad il-popli tad-dinja, u li |-
poeti tad-dinja kollha m’ghandhomx ihallu dan
jehaddi bla ma jdoqqu I-gniepen taghhom, filwaqt li
socjeta fejn jahkem il-kapitalizmu sfrenat ghandha
titwarrab biex tinholoq dinja ahjar.

MONS. LAWRENZ CACHIA JAGHLAQ 88 SENA

Nhar it-22 ta’ April 2020, Mons. Lawrenz Cachia
ghalag 88 sena. Mons. Cachia f'Marzu ghalaq 64
sena sacerdot, u fl-14 ta' Novembru 2017, I-
Akkademja tal-Malti onoratu b'Gieh I-Akkademja tal-
Malti ghat-thabrik tieghu b'risq ilsienna. Mons.
Cachia twieled f'Haz-Zebbug f1-1932. Studja fil-Liceo
tal-Hamrun u tal-Belt, u fl-Universita ta’ Malta, minn




Mons. Lawrenz Cachia

fejn kiseb il-Licenzjat fit-Teologija. FI-1956 ha |-
guddiesa, u bejn 1-1984 u 1-2006 serva bhala
Membru tat-Tribunal taz-Zwigijiet. Wera interess
kbir fZebbugin bhalu, fosthom Mikiel Anton Vassalli
u Dun Karm Psaila, permezz ta’ kotba bhal Mikiel
Anton Vassalli: Hajtu fil-Qosor (1988), traduzzjoni ta’
Il-‘Grammatika Melitensis’ ta’ Mikiel Anton Vassalli
(1996), Dun Karm: Il-Poeta Nazzjonali - Antologija
Kkummentata (1999), Dun Karm: ll-Hajja tal-Poeta
Nazzjonali (2011), Dun Karm Bhala Qassis (2013), u
edizzjoni tal-“Lexicon’ jew Dizzjunarju Malti-Latin-
Taljan (2016). Kiteb anki kotba dwar l-ilsien Malti u |-
istorja tieghu, fosthom //-Verb fil-Malti: Studju dar il-
Forom (1984), Grammatika Gdida tal-Malti (1994),
L-llsien Malti: lIbierah u Llum (1994), Habbew I-lIsien
Malti (2000) u llsna Semitici (2004).

IL-JUM DINJI TAL-KTIEB U D-DRITTUIET U JUM IL-
LIBRERUJI

Fl-okkazjoni tal-Jum Dinji tal-Ktieb u d-Drittijiet u
Jum il-Libreriji 2020 (23 ta’ April), il-Kunsill
Nazzjonali tal-Ktieb inghagad ma’ Lovin Malta ghall-
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promozzjoni tal-gari ta’ kotba Maltin. Jon Mallia u
Rachelle Deguara kienu |-protagonisti ta’ filmat dwar
il-benefic¢ju tal-gari u I|-kotba favoriti taghhom.
Bhala parti mill-okkazjoni, il-KNK sab i¢-cans ukoll
biex bhas-soltu tinghata donazzjoni kbira ta’ kotba lil
Malta Libraries, fosthom xoghlijiet originali u tradotti
ghat-tfal u z-zghazagh; kotba ta’ poezija ghat-tfal; u
kotba akkademici, ta’ natura storjografika,
bijografika u ricerka generali. Dawn il-kotba huma
ghazla tal-ahjar kotba ppubblikati minn djar tal-
pubblikazzjoni Maltin u jinkludu bosta rebbieha tal-
Premju Nazzjonali tal-Ktieb 2019. Huma kotba Ii se
jsibu ruhhom fuq I-ixkafef tal-libreriji ta’ Malta u
Ghawdex, ladarba dawn jergghu jifthu. L-irwol tal-
KNK huwa essenzjali ghall-industrija tal-kotba, u I-
ghan hu dejjem i tigi inkuragguta kultura ta’ qari
fost il-poplu, specjalment iz-zghar. It-twemmin hu li
aktar ma jkun hemm uzu tal-libreriji u I-hwienet tal-
kotba lokali akbar ikun il-gid ghas-soéjeta. Hemm
aktar donazzjonijiet ippjanati din is-sena lil Malta
Libraries, skejjel u organizzazzjonijiet varji. Ghal
dawn li jixtiequ jagraw imma ma jafux minfejn jixtru
I-kotba, il-KNK gabar |-informazzjoni kollha mehtiega
hawnhekk: https://ktieb.org.mt/mt/tista-tixtri-I-

kotba-onlajn/

JONQOS DRASTIKAMENT IL-BEJGH TAL-KOTBA
FL-ITALJA MINHABBA L-CORONAVIRUS

Fl-ltalja, I-gheluq tal-hwienet tal-kotba minhabba |-
emergenza tal-Coronavirus, gab mieghu nuqggas
drastiku fil-bejgh tal-kotba, inkluz il-bejgh online. Is-
suq tal-ktieb fl-Italja gatt ma kien wiehed b’sahhtu
hafna, u din l-emergenza kompliet tghakksu iktar.
Sal-15 ta’ Marzu s-suq tal-ktieb kien diga tilef 35%
tal-bejgh. Fejn fi zminijiet normali, I-ewwel ktieb fil-
klassifika tal-gimgha kien ibigh mal-hdax-il elf kopja,
din id-darba biegh biss mal-2700 kopja. Kien hemm
sitwazzjoni opposta fl-Ingilterra, fejn fl-istess zmien,
il-bejgh tal-kotba zZdied b’35% u Waterstones
irregistrat zieda ta’ 400% fil-bejgh taghha online.
Intant, ta’ min jghid li s-settur tal-kotba kien fost I-
ewwel li rega’ fetah ghall-pubbliku fl-Italja (minkejja
li mhux fir-regjuni kollha) bit-tama li jerga’ jiehu r-
ruh is-suq tal-editorija.

ONORIFICENZA LIL ALFRED PALMA MIS-SOCJETA
ESPERANTISTA TA’ SQALLUJA

Nhar is-27 ta’ April 2020 il-kittieb u traduttur Malti,
Alfred Palma, ircieva t-titlu ta’ “Cavaliere di Sicilia”
mis-Sicilia Esperantista. Alfred Palma gie rikonoxxut
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Alfred Palma f'Ravenna fl-2008

bhala awtur prolofiku, traduttur u poeta li jikteb bil-

Malti, bit-Taljan, bil-Fran¢iz u bl-Ingliz. Gie mfahhar
ghat-traduzzjonijiet prezzjuzi tieghu ta’ xoghlijiet ta’
Shakespeare, Wilde, Voltaire, Lawrence u Mann,
imma fug kollox ghat-traduzzjoni tad-Divina
Commedia fejn Palma zamm it-terza rima originali u
li ppubblika fl-1991. Palma gie rikonoxxut ukoll
ghall-partecipazzjoni tieghu fl-XIV-il edizzjoni tas-
Settembre Dantesco 2008 f'Ravenna, u anki ghas-
sensibilita tieghu bhala muzicista u pjanista ta’ certa
abilta u esperjenza.

F’OTTUBRU LI GEJ TERGA’ TIFTAH ID-DIPLOMA
FIL-LETTERATURA MALTUA

F'Ottubru tal-2020, id-Dipartiment tal-Malti fil-
Fakulta tal-Arti tal-Universita ta’ Malta se jerga’
jiftah il-kors li jwassal ghal Diploma fil-Letteratura
Maltija. Dan il-kors part-time ta’ filghaxija, b’zewg
lezzjonijiet fil-gimgha ta’ tliet sighat il-wahda, huwa
mifrux fug sentejn u jiftah darba kull sentejn. Id-
Diploma thares lejn Il-imghoddi u I-prezent tal-
Letteratura Maltija, izda tiffoka wkoll fug ogsma li
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s'issa ghadhom ma gewx mistharrga b’mod
sistematiku, fosthom: il-kitba kreattiva u I-lirika tal-
kanzunetta; ix-xoghol tal-editjar ta’ manuskritt
letterarju; il-gari tal-letteratura fil-pubbliku u fuq il-
mezzi tax-xandir; il-prezenza u |-promozzjoni tal-
letteratura fuq l-internet; l-organizzazzjoni ta’
attivitajiet letterarji fil-komunita; iz-zwieg bejn il-
letteratura u forom ohra tal-arti; u I-kitba ta’
recensjonijiet ta’ kotba tal-letteratura. Is-suggetti li
se jigu ttrattati huma: |Il-poezija ta’ wara I-
Indipendenza; ll-letteratura kanonika u sedizzjuza;
Mill-eqdem xoghlijiet poeti¢i sal-poezija Romantika;
Ir-rwol tal-qarrej fit-twettiq tax-xoghol letterarju; In-
narrattiva tal-bidu - gazzetti u faxxikli; In-narrattiva
tal-generazzjoni  kozmopolita; Letteratura u
Teknologija: Il-holgien letterarju bejn il-bniedem u I-
magna; ll-poezija tal-generazzjoni kozmopolita; Ir-
rumanz tan-nazzjon sa zmien I-Inglizi; In-narrattiva
ta’ wara I-Indipendenza; Il-gari pubbliku; L-uzu
kreattiv tal-ghodod letterarji; Metodi ta’ kritika u
interpretazzjoni; Kif taqra test teatrali fuq il-karta u
fit-teatru; Tipi ta’ Realizmu fin-narrattiva; Il-lirika tal-
kanzunetta; ll-letteratura tat-tfal u I-adolexxenti; u L-
editjar ta’ manuskritt letterarju. Ghal aktar dettalji
fug il-kors zuru: malti.arts@um.edu.mt jew
facebook.com/um.diplittmalt.

STQARRUA GHALL-ISTAMPA MILL-AKKADEMJA
TAL-MALTI

L-Akkademja tal-Malti grat l-ahbar li |-genituri i
jaghzlu li jsemmu lil uliedhom b’isem Malti ged
ikollhom jirregistrawh hazin ghax ir-Registru
Pubbliku ghad m’ghandux sistema moderna li biha |-
ismijiet tat-tfal ikunu jistghu jinkitbu bl-ittri tal-Malti
li ma jinstabux fl-alfabett Ingliz. Dan l-ilment genwin
mhux l-ewwel darba li sar u li ssemma fl-ahbarijiet.

L-Akkademja tfakkar li -alfabett uffi¢jali tal-Malti gie
rikonoxxut mill-Gvern 86 sena ilu. B’xorti hazina r-
Registru Pubbliku baga’ m’aggornax ruhu f'dan ir-
rigward, minkejja li fl-ahhar snin thabbar li dan kien
se jsir.

Ghaldagstant |-Akkademja titlob lis-Segretarju
Parlamentari I-Onor. Alex Muscat, responsabbli mir-
Registru Pubbliku, biex jiehu passi minnufih halli din
il-problema tissolva mill-aktar fis possibbli ghall-gid
tal-genituri u f'gieh l-ilsien nazzjonali.
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Email minghand Charles Bezzina, it-2
ta’ Marzu 2020

Ghaziz Patrick

Malli réevejt IL-PONT, hadt hsieb nistampah, u
ghaddejt I-isbah tliet sighat nagrah, ghax aktar ma
taqgra aktar tidhol fil-fond u I-hsibijiet tal-awturi. Sa
issa grajt aktar minn nofsu. Nifrahlek mill-qalb tal-
inizjattiva li gieghed tiehu, ghax ir-rivista barra li
taggornak fuq l-ahbarijiet letterarji, ghandha firxa ta'
kitbiet sbieh li jkomplu jaghnu |-letteratura taghna.

Ghalhekk nawguralek biex tissokta tkompli turi I-
energija tieghek, biex kull perjodu taghtina rivista
ohra, u li flimkien imbaghad isawru ktieb letterarju
fugani.

Tislijiet,

Charles
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Email minghand Mario Griscti, is-17 ta’
Marzu 2020

Il-gari huwa c¢-¢avetta tal-gharfien u jistimula |-
kuntentizza. Il-bniedem jehtieglu jkun seren, f'hajja
ta' ghagla, artifi¢jalita, impozizzjonijiet politici,
religjuzi, u issa b'pandemija. Hawn johrog kemm il-
kotba huma imprezzabbli. Ma nisthix |i ftagart
fughom. Kamra moghnija b'kollezzjoni ta' kotba hija
simili ghal genna fl-art.

Grazzi mill-qalb, Patrick.
B'Imhabba,

Mario

IL-KARBA TAL-KREJN

ll-krejn ghandu deni ta’ ziemel
mohhu mismut fil-gilla t’Awwissu
jistenna li jaghtas mikrobi

zghar u kbar, lI-agwa li jmarrad,
iperrec id-deni forsi xi darba jfieq
u jithalla abbandunat, iggaraxxjat
xeba’ jaqdi |-allat, wara kollox

hu jkun f’'sahhtu zarmat

allavolja |-pajjiz marid mejjet

imma jibga’ gisu l-intamat.

GABRIEL LIA
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Kristina Chetcuti

AN INTERVIEW WITH KRISTINA
CHETCUTI, AUTHOR OF AMAIZING
MALTESE WOMEN, Merlin Publishers Ltd.,
2020.

You studied Archaeology, then moved to
journalism and have had a weekly column in The
Sunday Times of Malta for over 10 years. How does
all this come into the picture?

Ah, when you put it like that | feel quite old! My life
has had very suprising twists and turns, and
somehow, in one way or another, it has all
influenced the making of this book.

Why Maltese women? How and when was this
project conceived?

If we look at our oral and written culture, we’d be
forgiven for thinking that only men have shaped the
history of Malta. Is it possible that over the centuries
there were no brave, talented women who left a
mark on Malta? Bookshops were inundated with
children’s books about great women who made
history in science, in arts, in medicine in activism,
everywhere around the world except Malta. Hello!
Where were our women? | decided to do some
research — and was pleasantly surprised. Luckily,
Merlin Publishers immediately took up the project.

The presentation is not traditional but very modern,
mixing together colour, shapes, design and a sense
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of movement. Why this?

It is very much in line with the current trend for
illustrated children’s books abroad. In this day and
age where children have a lot of technological
distractions, books must be attractive, colourful and
dynamic. The stories truly came to life really with
Marisa’s illustrations. Her ink and watercolours
drawings made it possible to narrate the story
comic-like, so that it almost like a conversation, as
well as a work of art. Marisa and | then worked with
designer Faye Paris, whose layout gave the book the
sense of movement that you mention — it’s what
gave it that special oomph!

How was your collaboration with illustrator Marisa
Attard?

| have always been a fan of Marisa’s work. She is
one of my favourite artists in Malta. When you look
at a piece of her art, it makes your heart fill with joy.
So of course | was totally over the moon when
Merlin Publishers told me that Marisa would be
illustrating Amazing Maltese Women. She is fun to
work with and so professional. | love it how her wit
comes across so deftly in her drawings — children
will pick up all her little nuances and clues (check out
the hilarious rag doll in Henrietta Chevalier’s story).

Does all this make Amazing Maltese Women a book
for girls?

Maltese children - be it boys or girls - need women
role models in a society where we only seem to have
a vivid image of male power. In fact, I'd like to stress
that this is not just a book for girls. Please, please,
read it as a family. We are a society equally made up
of men and women and books like these can help
start redress the imbalance we have of a power
structure made up of men in suits. | hope that
children can draw strength from these real-life
stories and be inspired. In short, Amazing Maltese
Women has no fixed target age.

There is an important phrase place exactly in the
centre page: “The more we can understand our
past, the more we can make better our future.”
Why this?

| beleive that history should be a compulsory part of
the secondary school curriculum — becuase | think
the more our children grow up knowing where they




come from, the more they can learn from the
mistakes of the previous generations — and
ultimately, the world would be a better place.
Unfortunately we tend to think that we are re-
inventing the wheel every time — which is why as
humankind, we’re always jogging on the spot.

History revisited in the sense that here we have
Herstory through the life stories of 17 different
Maltese women coming from different epochs
stretching from Prehistory to the Baroque to the
20th century up to the present day. I've also noted
that there is no chronological timeline. Why this?

Amazing Maltese Women is a shortlist of the top 17
most resilient women who throughout the ages
were or are not afraid to go against the current for
the benefit of the common good. | did not stick to a
particular period or timeline. The book, in fact, cuts
across the ages: from Tina the prehistoric Maltese
woman who lived in an impressively egalitarian
society in Ggantija, Gozo about 5000 years ago; to
Maria di Dominici in the 16th century who was the
world’s first documented woman artist; to Amy
Camilleri Zahra one of the most influential activists
for disability rights who lives in B’Kara. | wanted to
show children that these women who had followed
their heart and had let no one dampen their
determination, did not only exist in the past, but
they can meet them or bump into them even today,
like Esther Azzopardi who's a UEFA football referee.

Amazing Maltese Women is about women in
different spheres of society: fashion, ballet,
archives, health, politics, journalism, opera,
theatre, disability, footbol, and art. Does one read
this book for leisure, as an educational tool or
both? What do you think?

| think this book should be read for fun — that’s what
books for children should be all about. If they enjoy
it, then they will feel inspired to pick up another
book and get absorbed into the beautiful world of
knowledge.

Amazing Maltese Women is also proof that Malta’s
connection to Europe goes back many centuries.
This links to undercurrent “messages” in favour of
respect towards the “other”. How much is this so?

We do think that Malta is the centre of the world,
don’t we? We forget that we wouldn’t be here if in
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the first place some ‘barrani’ did not decide to cross
over to the island and set up base here. We have
always been linked to the rest of the world from the
very begining. We know that in prehistoric times,
skin colour for example, did not make a difference.
We also know that Clara La Spatara, a much sought-
after blacksmith at the time of the knights, used to
take apprentices from all over Europe; Madame
Manfre, Malta’s very own Coco Chanel, used to shut
shop every summer and travel to Paris and London
to recharge her ideas outside our shores. It’s also
the case of ‘the prophet is not welcome in his
hometown’ — Daphne Caruana Galizia’s investigative
journalism was lauded outside of Malta but
trampled on here.

Readers note that the book is in favour of family,
the right diet, equality, a general love for culture,
and everybody doing their part in society. Your
reactions?

Ah, Patrick, we are such a small island, such a small
society — we have all the credentials to be a utopic
society. | think we just need to stop this stupid
indocrination that it’s wrong to love culture; that it
makes you a snob or an elitist. Culture is what
makes us different from the other species on this
planet. We must uphold a love of beauty and civic
education — it's the least we can do for the
generations to come.

What was the role of your daughter Pippa in this
project?

My daughter’s bookshelves were, at a point, heaving
under the weight of women power. Rebel Girls,
Fantastically Great Women, Big Dreams — you name
it, she had read it. But they were all books about
great women abroad. That’s what first made me
thing, hey, is it possible that we don’t have any
inspiring women over here? Then, when | started
the project, Pippa and her friend Louie — who both
love comics — were my assistant ‘editors’. Each
spread had to pass their test to make sure that it
was child-savvy.

* %k %k

Amazing Maltese Women can be ordered online at
a special price from merlinpublishers.com.



http://www.merlinpublishers.com

X’QED JAGHMLU XI KITTIEBA MALTIN
WAQT DAN IZ-ZMIEN TA’ EMERGENZA
INTERNAZZJONALI? IL-PONT
JISTAQSIHOM TLIET MISTOQSIJIET.

Kif qed tghaddi I-jiem matul dan il-
perijodu meta parti kbira mill-
popolazzjoni ntalbet tibqa’ gewwa?

LOU DROFENIK (mill-Awstralja)

II-hajja ta’ kittieb hija hajja ta’ solitudni. Jiena
mdorrija nghix minghajr ma nara nies. Jiena nqatta’
sighat shah gewwa, nikteb u nagra; ghal zvog immur
nimxi u nahdem fil-gnien. Ghalija din hajja normali.

CARMEL G. CAUCHI

Ghall-ewwel hsibt li se jkolli cans nikteb izjed, imma
donni ma nistax nikkoncentra. Hadt l-opportunita
biex naghmel ftit tal-ordni fil-kamra u l-istudju tieghi
- perezempju niffajlja karti u dokumenti importanti
li kienu gozz wiehed imhalltin, jew mitlugin ’l hawn
u 'l hemm bic-¢éans li nitlifhom jew narmihom bi
zball. Imma xi haga bdejt nikteb ukoll - fil-fatt ktibt 3
poeziji fug is-sitwazjoni tal-Coronavirus.

CHARLES FLORES

Mixja... kitba... ikla... kitba... TV/PC... kitba... raqgda

TREVOR ZAHRA

Jiena kont diga ngatta’ hafna hin gewwa... naqgra,
nikteb u npingi. Ghalhekk din is-sitwazzjoni i
ninsabu fiha ma tantx harbtitni. Jiddispjecini biss li
ma nistax niltaga’ mat-tfal u n-neputijiet, izda mill-
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bgija kollox baga’ ghaddej kif kien. Bhalissa ged
nahdem fuqg ktieb gdid ghat-tfal u dhaltlu sewwa.
Dan il-ktieb se jkollu ghadd kbir ta’ illustrazzjonijiet,
li wkoll bdejt nahdem fughom. Kelli wkoll xoghol lest
li kien fadallu biss |-ahhar irtokki .

ALFRED PALMA

Jiena issa ili fug 30 sena nghix wahdi, u nzomm
rutina wahda, izda varjata. Inhobb hafna I-passiggati
twal; izda issa, hajr ghall-imxija tal-Covid 19 qed
nobdi lill-Awtoritajiet tas-sahha u nghaddi aktar
Zmien gewwa. Hawn ir-rutina baqgghet I-istess:
xoghol ta’ kitba, qari, xi affarijiet li jkolli naghmel
god-dar u saghtejn indoqq il-pjanu filghaxija.
B’danakollu, in-nuggas ta’ passiggati ged inhossu
ghad li, ukoll gewwa, ged nittanta nkun attiv kemm
nista’, tiela’ u niezel it-tliet sulari tarag li ghandi d-
dar, u wkoll nahseb pozittiv, minkejja s-shab iswed li
ngama’ fug id-dinja u ged ikompli jkiddha!

CARMEL SCICLUNA

Hajti baqgghet l-istess. Naqra, nahseb, ingawdi I-
attivitajiet kulturali online, nikteb il-poeziji u I-
istejjer, immur il-passiggati wahdi jew maz-zghira.

THERESE PACE

Bhala persuna meqjusa vulnerabbli qged nibga’
gewwa. L-unika differenza hi li ma nistax immur
nixtri mnejn irrid jew nohrog nimxi.

SALV SAMMUT

Qabel dhalt nissakkar gewwa rajt li jkolli dak kollu
mehtieg rigward ikel u finanzi biex ma nixrifx barra
jekk mhux b’emergenza. Filghodu, wara I-fatra, nara
x'imejls ikunu dahlu u x’'manutenzjoni hemm bzonn
issir fid-dar. Imbaghad noqghod il-garaxx u
hemmhekk insib x'naghmel. F'nofsinhar niekol,
nerga’ fuq il-laptop, u wara ghar-ragda ta’
waranofsinhar. Wara t-te, nara xi zewg episodji minn
xi drama ta’ barra, u wara x-xawer nintefa’ norqom
ir-rumanzi li ghandi ghall-pubblikazzjoni. Bhalissa
ghand il-Pubblikatur ghandi gabra ta’ mitejn novella
ta’ mitejn kelma kull wahda u hames rumanzi
jistennew. Imbaghad nerga’ nara t-televixin u meta
nibda naghti bir-ras immur norgod.




CHARLES CASHA

Nikteb. Spiccajt gabra ta’ novelli ghall-kbar, u ged
naghmel xi loghob, gari u slideshows ghat-tfal li
geghdin id-dar.

RITA SALIBA

Ghaddejjin minn perjodu ta' stress mentali...
niggieldu ghadu li ma nafu xejn dwaru, naggornaw
ruhna mas-sitwazzjoni jum b'jum u nippruvaw
naddattaw. Bla dubju |-gari ged jghinni neghleb it-
tensjoni. Kotba li kont warrabthom telghu fil-wic¢
tal-lista u kulma jmur ged insib materjal gdid
x'nagra. Qed insib ruhi nfittex x'ged jigri anki f'pajjizi
'I boghod u nikkuntattja hbieb u graba li jghixu
f'pajjizi ohrajn aktar ta' spiss filwaqt li nipprova
nzomm hajti ghaddejja.

Din hi sitwazzjoni li b’xi mod jew iehor
geghlitek taghmel xi haga differenti
mis-soltu?

LOU DROFENIK

Iva, bdejt nagra lin-neputijiet iz-zghar fuq I-internet;
gatt m’ghamiltha qabel, ghax drawni naqralhom
meta mmur niehu hsiebhom. In-neputijiet tieghi
jhobbuhom wisq il-kotba. Qed nitkellem mal-hbieb
iktar minn gabel u ncempel lill-girien (li hawnhekk
nghixu ‘I boghod minn xulxin) iktar sikwit biex
nistagsihom kif inhuma.

CARMEL G. CAUCHI

Barra dak li ga semmejt, ghandi hsieb ukoll i
nirranga I-librerija u naghzel il-kotba skont I-awtur.
Bhalissa I|-kotba tieghi geghdin imhalltin b’'mod li
nsibha diffi¢cli li nsib dak li nkun irrid. Din dejjem
xtaqt naghmilha imma qgatt ma sibt hin ghaliha.
Qieghed ukoll nagra xi ftit iktar mis-soltu. Ghandi I-
hsieb li nissortja u niffajlja hafna clippings mill-
gazzetti li jinteressawni, u recensjonijiet dwar kotba
li ppubblikajt.

CHARLES FLORES

Ftit (sic) iktar ikel mis-soltu ?
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TREVOR ZAHRA

Nahseb li ged niekol aktar!!! (Dak kien jonqosni!!) U
ged insegwi I-quddiesa u talb minn fuq it-TV. Qed
insib aktar hin biex naqgra.

ALFRED PALMA

Kif ghidtlek, minkejja kollox, ir-rutina ta’ hajti
bagghet kwazi normali; izda zgur li mhix normali s-
sitwazzjoni li wiehed jibza’ johrog barra u jitkellem
ma’ haddiehor; li graba jibgghu ‘I boghod minn
graba; li bosta ged ixiddu maskri protettivi, li wiehed
dejjem imbezza’ li jista’ jibla’ I-virus minghand xi
hadd, li jista’ sahansitra jmut! Biex ma nsemmux |-
istress enormi, it-tensjoni u t-tagtigh il-galb li qed
ikiddu lil kulhadd! Minn dan il-lat, zgur li xejn ma
baga’ normali u I-poplu dejjem jibga’ jittama (biss) li
kollox jerga’ lura ghan-normal malajr kemm jista’
jkun.

CARMEL SCICLUNA

Xejn ma nbidel ghalija. Business as usual.
THERESE PACE

Xoghli d-dar hfief peress li wliedi kellhom ihallu d-
dar u jmorru jogoghdu band’ohra biex jipproteguna.
Qed nuza I-hin billi naghmel xi passatempi li gabel
ma kellix zmien ghalihom.

SALV SAMMUT

Le... ghalija m’ghamlet ebda differenza partikolari
ghajr li ma nistax nohrog jekk ikolli bzonn immur
nixtri xi haga. Li nista’ nghid affettwatni ftit nhar ta’
Hadd ghax konna nohorgu harga f'xi lokal
interessanti kemm f'Malta u kemm f'Ghawdex.

CHARLES CASHA

Iva. Kont ili bix-xewqa li niffilmja xi qari ta’ stejjer. U
issa gietni l-opportunita.

RITA SALIBA

Dis-sitwazzjoni geghlitni nibdel hafna milli kont drajt
naghmel minghajr ma nahseb darbtejn. Il-mixjiet
twal fil-kampanja kellhom jingatghu u addattajt
forom ta' ezeréizzji ohrajn li stajt naghmilhom mid-
dar. Bla dubju ged inkun aktar kreattiva fit-tisjir.




Nivvinta ricetti bl-ingredjenti li nsib. B'dal-mod ged
nevita wkoll il-hela.

Tahseb li I-poplu Malti qorob iktar lejn
il-ktieb f'din i¢-Cirkostanza storika
partikolari?

LOU DROFENIK

Nispera li I-imhabba lejn il-letteratura tibga’ tikber.
Hawnhekk in-nies jagraw hafna, u bhalissa il-Book
Clubs ged jiltagghu fuq Skype jew Zoom.

CARMEL G. CAUCHI

Dwar kemm ged jagra I|-poplu Malti fdin ic-
c¢irkustanza ma nistax nghid. Naf li hawn pubblikaturi
li geghdin joffru ghall-bejgh online kotba sbieh bi
prezz imrahhas, imma ma nafx nghid kemm il-poplu
gieghed japprofitta ruhu minn gest sabih bhal dan.
Langas ma naf jekk il-libreriji pubbli¢i bagghux
jinfethu ghas-self tal-kotba. U jekk iva jista’ jkun li I-
poplu ma jzurhomx minhabba I-biza’ mill-infezzjoni.
Jista’ jkun li hawn min ihobb il-gari u issa ged isib
i¢-cans biex jagra izjed. Imma nahseb ukoll li min ma
kienx ihobb tassew il-gari mhux se jibda jhobbu fic-
cirkustanzi prezenti.

CHARLES FLORES

Cirkustanzi favur il-gari; nemmen li kien hemm
cagliga, madankollu l-acéent kien fuq loghob
elettroniku, midja socjali, u twahhid elettroniku
permezz ta’ Skype, FaceTime ec¢. Zgur daqgqga tal-
ahhar, jekk mhix tal-mewt, ghall-gurnali.

TREVOR ZAHRA

Ghandi dubju dwar dan... ghax jiena nemmen li min
ma jhobbx jaqra, ebda Coronavirus mhu se jhajru
jagra. Id-differenza hi li min kien diga jhobb il-qari,
issa se jsib aktar hin. Din bhal tal-Vangelu: “Min
ghandu, jinghatalu, u min m’ghandux..!”

ALFRED PALMA

Nahseb li xi ftit din |-imxija ressqet lil dak li jkun
aktar lejn il-ktieb, naturalmentment ghax ikollu
jibga’ gewwa u jrid jara x’se jagbad jaghmel. I1zda ma
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nemminx li min ma jhobbx jagra u jittanta jsir ihobb
il-ktieb se jikkonverti. Barra minn hekk, meta I-
bniedem jaghmel xi haga kontra qalbu, din ma tkun
tiswielu xejn. Kif ghidtlek, it-tensjoni ta’ bhalissa hija
wahda diffi¢li biex wiehed jehles minnha, u ghad li I-
gari jaljena lil dak li jkun, zgur li I-ktieb per se mhux
se jhalli I-istess effett bhalmeta wiehed jagbad jaqra
ktieb ghall-gost, u mhux ghax i¢-cirkostanzi jitolbu
hekk, jew ghax xi hadd ikun hajru jaghmel hekk!
B’danakollu wiehed ma jaghmilx hazin ihallat il-qari
mal-affarijiet l-ohra li s-soltu jhobb jaghmel, u
b’hekk I-ghelug gewwa jnaggas mill-bosta
emozzjonijet negattivi li bhalissa hakmu mhux biss
lilna I-Maltin, izda lid-dinja kollha!

CARMEL SCICLUNA

M’ghandix idea. Fuqg din id-domanda wiehed irid
jaghmel studji u sondaggi, imbaghad jitkellem; inutli
nghidlu x’nahsbu. Li hu zgur hu li nholgot I-
opportunita, atmosfera ahjar, iktar hin, ¢ans... biex
wiehed jagra. Imma min hu mdorri jaghmel xi haga
ohra fil-hin liberu, issa se jinbidel u jsib ihobb il-qgari?

THERESE PACE

Jista’ jkun, perd min ma kienx ihobb jaqra qabel ma
nahsibx li sejjer jagra issa. Min ma kellux c¢ans jaqra
u kien ihobb jagra issa nahseb li jagra iktar.

SALV SAMMUT

Nemmen li dawk li jhobbu jagraw il-kotba ghamlu
sforz biex b’'mod jew iehor jaraw kif jakkwistaw
kotba aktar. Ghall-inqgas mill-facebook hekk ged
jidher. L-ohrajn |li minn dejjem ma jhobbux il-gari,
ma nahsibx li l-virus t'issa bidilhom f'bookworms
godda.




CHARLES CASHA

Nahseb li iva, skont ma galu xi pubblikaturi. Nittama
li iva. Imma allura kellu jkun dan il-virus gerriedi biex
iressagna lejn il-ktieb? Imma fid-dinja, minn kull
kruha tohrog xi haga sabiha.

RITA SALIBA

Ma nixtiegx niggeneralizza billi nghid il-poplu hux
ged jersaq lejn il-ktieb jew le. Li nista' nghid li gieli
gsamt ideat ma' xi hbieb fuq il-midja so¢jali dwar titli
ta' kotba. Nies li jhobbu jagraw, nahseb ged isibu
aktar hin jagraw. Ix-xiri online ta' kotba ghamilha
aktar facli ghal dawn il-qarrejja ferventi li jakkwistaw
ktieb. Hemm ukoll il-Kindle li qged joffri qari
alternattiv u |-gari ghat-tfal minn fuq il-Youtube. lzda
ged nghixu wkoll grajja storika u rridu nkunu sagajna
mal-art. Jaf hemm min hu aktar preokkupat jekk hux
se jzomm I-impjieg wara |i tghaddi din I-ishaba
sewda u jaf min ghandu prijoritajiet ohra f'dawn ic¢-
cirkostanzi. Jista' jkun li I-gari hawnhekk twarrab xi
ftit.

LINA BROCKDORFF baghtet twegiba wahda ghat-
tliet mistogsijiet:

Mistogsija ghaglija din ghax il-hin ma jrid jghaddi
b'xejn, u jien ma nistax nohrog ghal xi dawra
minhabba |-eta tieghi. Qed insibni nara aktar
televizjoni minn qabel bejn |i nipprova nsib xi
iwasslulna. Issoltu nara biss |-ahbarijiet ta' filghaxija,
imma issa kull konferenza dwar is-sahha nkun irrid
naraha jew ghallangas nismaghha fuq ir-radju.
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B'tifkira ta’ zewg Presidenti tal-Ghaqda
Poeti Maltin li hallewna fl-24 ta’ Gunju:

EHLISNA, NITOLBUK!

Mulej, mill-jasar kiefer
tal-gerq ta’ kull hakkiem
ta’ gensna minghajr sliem,
ehlisna, nitolbuk!

Mill-hallelin ta’ wirtna,

li hallewna bla ruh,

Mulej, f'daz-zmien ta’ dmugh,
ehlisna, nitolbuk!

Mill-weghdiet kbar imdallma
ta’ whud minghajr Twemmin,
lilna Maltin twajbin,

ehlisna, nitolbuk!

Mulej, mis-skiet tar-Rghajja
ta’ poplu mholli fqir,
imbikkem, trux, ilsir,
ehlisna, nitolbuk!

AMANTE BUONTEMPO
(minn Mix-Xqugq ta’ Qalbi, 1987)

IR-RIF

Nefah ir-rih

u mieghu gab trab gdid

li difen dak li kien

biex qatt aktar ma jidher.

Jinstab min hu konvint

li t-trab li rifes qabel

kien jghinu jimxi aktar,

u n-nifs ma kienx jaqtaghlu.

Ohrajn jghidu dar-rih
hu r-rih li dejjem xtaqu:
b’rihet it-taqlib tieghu
ftit bidla fl-ahhar daqu.

CHARLES MAGRO
(minn Diwi fl-Ispazju, Ghaqda Poeti, 1985)




HORIZONS

INTERVISTA MA' DAVID BEZZINA, DAR
TAL-PUBBLIKAZZJONI HORIZONS

X’inhi l-pozizzjoni tieghek fi hdan id-Dar tal-
Pubblikazzjoni Horizons?

M’ghandiex wisq titli hawn! Qeghdin tim tajjeb ta’
awturi, disinjaturi, qarrejja tal-provi, u edituri i
flimkien naghmlu I-almu taghna sabiex nipproduc¢u
kotba ta’ kwalita ghall-qarrejja Maltin u Ghawdxin.

Minn fejn v meta twieled dan l-interess tieghek fil-
ktieb?

Mid-dar. Ommi minn dejjem bi ktieb f'idha, u xrobt
minghandha l-interess ghall-qari minn eta ckejkna.
Niftakarni anki niddiskutu l-istejjer tal-kotba.

Kemm ilha mwaqqfa Horizons v x’'inhuma I-
ghanijiet ewlenin taghha?

Horizons diga’ kienet topera meta xtrajnieha ahna fl-
2014. Imma minn dak iz-zmien ghamilna taqgliba
papali fejn jidhol id-disinn tal-ktieb, I-ghazla tal-
manuskritti, ir-relazzjonijiet pubbli¢i u fuq kollox ir-
relazzjoni sabiha li hlogna ma’ ghexieren t’awturi.

Naf |li matul dawn is-snin Horizons ippubblikat
numru mdaqqas ta’ kotba regolarment f'rabta ma’
suggetti differenti. Liema huma s-suggetti i
jintrabtu maghhom dawn il-pubblikazzjonijiet?

Primarjament nibgghu b’sahhitna fil-generu tar-
rumanz u n-novelli. Imma ta’ kull sena nippubblikaw
ghadd gmielu ta’ kotba b’gabriet ta’ poeziji,
Melitensia, ricerka u anki kotba tat-tfal.

Naf li Horizons fethet il-bibien ghal bosta kittieba li
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sabu bibien maghlugin meta habbtu mkejjen
ohrajn. U dawn mhux biss kittieba godda jew
mhux maghrufin, imma anki kittieba li I-pubbliku
qarrej familjari sew maghhom. Xi tghid dwar dan?

Jekk ma jinghatawx cans kittieba godda, ma nistghux
niskopru talent gdid. Huwa minnu li forsi l-ewwel
tentattivi ta’ awturi godda jistghu jkunu aktar
‘popolari’ milli ‘letterarji’. Imma jekk wiehed ma
jibdiex, ma jkunx jista’ jtejjeb xoghlu. Meta awtur
gdid jara I-fiduc¢ja ta’ pubblikatur, u fl-ahhar jara li
manuskritt li x’aktarx kien ilu mohbi f'’kexxun, fl-
ahhar jara d-dawl, allura jaghmel kuragg ta’ ljun.
Mhux biss, imma mbaghad tinholoq relazzjoni fejn I-
awtur ikun miftuh biex jixpruna kitbietu, u jzomm
fuq il-pariri tal-pubblikatur li mbaghad jesigi li jara
xoghol ahjar mill-istess awtur. Ladarba jkun inghata
[-ewwel ¢ans, ikun mistenni li jtejjeb il-kwalita jekk
irid jibga” pubblikabbli.

Naf ukoll li dar tal-pubblikazzjoni ma tiddependix
biss mill-kittieba imma anki minn ghadd imdaqqas
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ta’ persuni professjonisti u mhux ohrajn, fosthom
illustraturi, qarrejja tal-provi, v ohrajn. Kemm hu
verv dan?

It-tim huwa importanti f'’xoghol bhal dan. Kulhadd
ghandu sehem importanti mill-process. Minghaijr
wiehed mill-komponenti li semmejt int, ma jistax
johrog xoghol tajjeb.

Liema huma l-ugigh ta’ rasijiet marbutin ma’
xoghol bhal dan?

Primarjament dawk marbuta ma’ suq zghir. ll-verita
hi li hawn Malta la I-awtur u langas il-pubblikatur ma
jsiru sinjuri minn dan il-mestier! Il-produzzjoni tal-
ktieb sbiehet tant f"dawn |-ahhar 10 snin li I-kotba
Maltin ihabbtuha sew ma’ dawk barranin. [llum tista’
tghid il-pubblikaturi lokali kollha jaghmlu sforz kbir
f'dan il-qasam, izda n-numri jibgghu ckejkna, u
ghalhekk I-ispejjez tal-produzzjoni relatati man-
numru ta’ kotba stampati jibgghu gholjin hafna, ras
ghal ras, meta mgabblin mal-istess sforz li jaghmel
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pubblikatur barrani. Dawn l-ispejjez tal-produzzjoni
jkunu mifruxa fug ghexieren ta’ eluf tal-istess ktieb
stampat barra minn Malta, u allura ras ghal ras il-
ktieb johrog ferm u ferm irhas meta mgabbel mal-
ktieb Malti.

X’soddisfazzjonijiet jaghtik xoghol bhal dan?

Kwazi dags gisek wellidt tarbija! Kull ktieb i
finalment tarah f'idejk, lest, jaghti sodisfazzjon kbir
lil dawk kollha li jkunu nvoluti fil-process. Dejjem
nahseb kif ahna ghad jaghlgilna ¢-¢ens u mmorru d-
dinja I-ohra, imma dal-kotba li nipproducu, bil-hila u
I-galbu ta’ nies fil-libreriji, se jibgghu tista’ tghid sal-
ahhar tad-dinja!

Horizons u I-kuntatti taghha mal-pubbliku qarrej?
X'ged taghmel biex tqarreb iktar il-poplu Malti lejn
il-qari v thajru jaqra v jixtri iktar il-ktieb Malti?

Ghandna grupp ta’ qarrejja leali hafna, ohrajn li
rbahniehom maz-zmien meta bdew jaraw |li ged
nohorgu kotba ta’ kwalita. Naghtu kas hafna tar-
relazzjonijiet pubblici biex lill-garrej Malti u Ghawdxi
nzommuh aggornat. Kuntenti hafna bil-qarrej i
jfittixna minn zmien ghal Zzmien biex jic¢ekkja x’kotba
godda hrigna.

X’inhi r-relazzjoni ta’ Djar tal-Pubblikazzjoni bhal
Horizons u [|-Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Ktieb?
Inizzjattivi li ged jahdmu v oqsma li jistghu jitjiebu
f’dan ir-rigward?

F'dawn l-ahhar snin ittiehdu inizzjattivi kbar mill-
Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Ktieb, sforz li ged jintwera
meta sena wara sena jkompli jikber il-Festival tal-
Ktieb li jsir kull Novembru. Sintendi, hemm ghadd
gmielu ta’ inizjattivi ohra tal-Kunsill b’risq il-ktieb
Malti, il-garrej u |-pubblikatur.




ID-DISKORS TA' VICTOR FENECH WARA
L-GHOTJA TAL-MIDALJA ‘GIEH L-
AKKADEMJA TAL-MALTI’, SAN ANTON,
14.11.2019

Eccellenza, Presidenta tal-Akkademja, Sinjuri,
inhossni grat hafna li f'din id-99 sena mit-twaqqif
storiku tal-Ghagda tal-Kittieba tal-Malti, illum L-
Akkademija tal-Malti, inghazilt jien biex nircievi din il-
Midalja bhala rikonoxximent tal-hidma twila tieghi
fil-qasam letterarju. Fi zmieni I-Liceo I-Ingliz kien is-
suggett favorit tieghi, u I-Malti ftit li xejn. Imma meta
dhalt ghall-BA fi Zmien I|-Universita tal-Belt ridna
naghzlu tliet suggetti, u jien ghazilt I-aktar suggetti
ghal qgalbi, I-Ingliz u I-Istorja, u domt hafna ntella’ u
nnizzel x’se niehu bhala t-tielet suggett. U fl-ahhar
ghazilt il-Malti...

Qatt ma bsart li matul il-kors kelli nibda ninnamra
mal-Malti bl-akbar serjeta! Wasalt sal-punt i fi
tmiem il-kors iddecidejt li nohrog l-ewwel xoghlijiet
tieghi u nhajjar tlieta ohra mill-istess kors biex
flimkien niffurmaw |-ewwel gabra Kwartett.

II-hajra ghall-poezija bdietli meta kont ghadni
student il-Liceo. Fil-lezzjoni tal-letteratura kont
noqghod ferm attent u nistaqgsi ta’ sikwit. Darba Mr.
Glass, hu u hiereg mill-klassi, waqaf mal-bank tieghi
u qalli “Fenech, you do feel the poetry, do you?” U
dak il-hin stess hassejt xi haga go fija tghidli li ‘I
guddiem se jkolli x'nagsam hafna mal-poezija. U
hekk sehh, b’disa’ gabriet bil-Malti u tlieta bl-Ingliz.
Dan minbarra tliet kotba ta’ proza u ma nafx kemm-
il ktejjeb fil-qasam tal-letteratura ghat-tfal. Imma I-
aktar li jafuni fil-qasam tal-poezija hu naturalment
matul iz-Zzmien twil li |-MUT hatruni editur ta’
Saghtar.

Ippermettuli nagra n-nru. 30 minn hamsin poezija
bl-isem generiku Imriezaq fi Tmiem il-Jum :

Meta kont student
nistudja |-Palgrave’s
hsibt, “La nikber

poeta nixtieq inkun.”

U lehen gewwieni fesfisli,
“Attent!”

Meta kbirt u sirt poeta
I-istess lehen ergajt smajt,
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Ritratt: Victor Fenech qed jiréievi I-Midalja “Gieh I-Akkademja”
mill-E.T. il-President ta’ Malta, Dr. George Vella. Tidher ukoll il-
presidenta tal-Akkademja, Ann Marie Schembri, l-ewwel mara
li okkupat din il-kariga prestigjuza mindu twaqgqfet I-Ghaqda
fl-1921. DOI, Omar Camilleri

did-darba b’ton ambigwu,
“Kuntent...!?”

Ghax il-poezija mhijiex sempli¢i delizzju; il-poezija
titwieled f'tahbit il-hajja u tinhema maz-zmien fuqil-
forga tal-kliem. Hajja dedikata ghall-kitba ghallmitni
sew xi tfisser il-poezija.

L-istess produzzjoni fizika tal-ktieb kien namur iehor
tieghi, u wara I-kors f'Londra f'dan il-gasam ma
gtajtx nippjana u neditja diversi pubblikazzjonijiet: il-
kotba tieghi, ta’ bosta kollegi, u anki ta’ entitajiet
privati. Ghamilt ukoll Zmien niehu hsieb il-
pubblikazzjonijiet tal-Universita sakemm tlift posti
ghal favorit ta’ certu Ministru.

Imma ha mmorru lura ghas-snin Sittin u |-
formazzjoni tal-Moviment Qawmien Letterarju.
Xprunat minn artikolu ta’ Oliver Friggieri, il-
Moviment beda jiftah trigat godda f'temi u stili aktar
aggornati mal-ispirtu tas-Sittinijiet. U hawn xi
membri tal-Akkademja ma tantx rawna helwin —
imma ahna konna tlajna nistudjaw ix-xoghlijiet
taghhom u bqajna nirrispettawhom, u |-‘freeze’ (biex
insejhulha hekk), ghad li tawlet mhux ftit, maz-zmien
fieget b’'mod naturali. Fug kollox huma kienu li
fasslu I-panorama lingwistika-letterarja Maltija.
Nemmen u nittama li l-awturi kollha, tal-lum u ta’
ghada, ghandhom ikunu grati lejn dawn il-pijunieri li
fethulna t-trig.

Sitt snin ilu Dr Olvin Vella cempilli u laggaghni ma’ xi
kittieba ohrajn biex ihajjarna nikkontestaw ghall-
kumitat il-gdid. U tant kien perswasiv li lkoll




accettajna. Min kellu jghidilna li f’erba’ snin flimkien,
b’Olvin president u b’segretarju habrieki bhal Joe
Borg, kellna ntellghu dagstant xoghol, fosthom it-
twaqqif ta’ din il-midalja prestigjuza ‘Gieh
Akkademja tal-Malti’ li wagqafnieha biss meta sibna
xi ostakli biex nergghu ingajmu |-‘Midalja Guzé
Muscat Azzopardi’.

Nerga’ nagleb is-suggett u nidhol f'punt personali.
Bhala awtur ghandi I-kritici tieghi, u nirrispettahom u
napprezza l-interess. Imma xi poeziji jew novelli
tieghi gieli jkunu fil-gasam socjopolitiku u sikwit
insib min jipprova jpoggini fil-guva ta’ partitarju jew
ghadu, skont fuq liema naha politika jkun inklinat
hu. Jien din nichadha kompletament. Mhux biss,
imma nidikkjara ruhi dejjem favur I-ambjent naturali
u |-gustizzja soc¢jali, u nappoggja kwalunkwe partit li
jirrispettahom.

Sena ilu |-Prof Charles Briffa kiteb l-ewwel ktieb
kritiku fuqi, FI-Arena ta’ Mohhu, u stagsieni nic¢ara
I-pozizzjoni tieghi f'dan ir-rigward. Bghattlu twegiba
li tibda hekk: “ll-politika tribali tal-partiti Maltin
nistmerrha imma ma nistax nahrabha. U ghax
tiddeterminali hajti ghandi d-dritt nikkummenta
fugha u anki nikkritikaha” — naturalment dejjem bi
prudenza, haga li tiddettalek I-istess natura ta’
kittieb. Mela mhux kull awtur huwa kronista ta’
zZmienu, anki inkonxjament? Hekk jaghtini x’nifhem I-
alter ego tieghi fil-poezija Int bi twegiba ghall-poezija
Jien li taghlaq bil-vers ‘Jien... min jien?’ It-twegiba ...

Inti ¢ittadin ta’ dil-pjaneta u werriet tal-Univers,
Inti Malti-Ewropew-Mediterranju,

wild ix-xamma tal-bahar u I-ghelieqi tan-nanniet.
L-ispirtu tieghek laburist-nazzjonalist - u

la inti Laburist langas int Nazzjonalist.

Naghlaq billi nsellem lil missirijietna li bnew din I-art
helwa u dan l-ilsien uniku, li mhux dejjem ged
niehdu hsiebhom kif jixrag.

Fl-ahharnett nizzihajr lill-familja tieghi tal-pacenzja li
jiehdu bija dejjem ganc fuq I-iskrivanija; lill-bord tal-
ghazla fi hdan I-Akkademja tal-gieh li ghogobhom
jaghtuni; u lill-Eccellenza Tieghu Dr George Vella,
President ta’ Malta, li hu habib sinéier tal-Malti u
ged joffrilna I-uzu ta’ dan il-palazz storiku ghal uhud
mill-attivitajiet taghna. U grazzi lilkom kollha talli
gejtu, minkejja impenji ohrajn.
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FRANK BEZZINA

L-QILLA TAL-GWERRA
FUQ GHAWDEX
1940-1943
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L-EDIZZJONI L-GDIDA MKABBRA
MINN
CHARLES BEZZINA

IL-QILLA TAL-GWERRA FUQ GHAWDEX
1940-1943 TAL-POETA GHAWDXI
CHARLES BEZZINA

Jikteb il-Kav. Joe M. Attard

Ma nahsibx li gatt kien hawn awtur Ghawdxi li xi
darba rnexxielu jaghtina fidejna ktieb dagstant
voluminuz dwar il-Qilla tal-Gwerra fug Ghawdex
bejn is-snin 1940 u |-1943. lzda dan ghamlu dan I-
ahhar il-Poeta Ghawdxi Charles Bezzina li tana I-
edizzjoni |-gdida mkabbra f'mhux ingas minn 600
pagna. Din il-pubblikazzjoni hija gabra taz-zewg
kotba /I-Qilla tal-Ghadu fug u madwar Ghawdex
1940-1943 (1977) u F'Ghawdex fi zmien il-Gwerra
(1981) ta’ Frank Bezzina u t-tieni edizzjoni gdida u
mkabbra /I-Qilla tal-Gwerra fug Ghawdex 1940-1943
ta’ Frank Bezzina li giet ippubblikata fis-sena 2000.
Cert li bicca xoghol bhal din kienet titlob hafna hin
twil ta’ ricerka u spejjez mhux zghar, izda grazzi ghal
BOV, Charles irnexxielu jdahhal il-bastiment tieghu
fil-port u issa ghandna f’idejna xhieda tal-ghageb ta’
dak kollu li kellu jgarrab Ghawdex matul dawn it-tliet
snin ta’ gwerra li lill-poplu kienet litteralment nizzlitu
gharkubbtejh bhalma forsi qed taghmel bhalissa din




[-epidemija tal-Coronavirus. Kif kien xieraq dan il-
ktieb huwa ddedikat “Lill-Ghawdxin vittmi tal-
Gwerra” u Charles bla dubju jibda biex irodd hajr lil-
lista kbira ta’ persuni li ghenuh sakemm wasal biex
jippubblika dan il-ktieb hekk voluminuz li ghall-bidu
forsi tagta’ qalbek li tagrah, imma kif tibda tqgalleb I-
ewwel pagni tieghu mill-ewwel tinduna li hawnhekk
ghandek minjiera ta’ informazzjoni interessanti minn
xiex kellha tghaddi din il-gzira taghna sakemm
dagget |-ahhar sirena.

Meta Frank Bezzina, missier Charles, kien ra |-ktieb
The Second Great Siege of Malta 1940-1943 tat-
tabib Dr Charles Boffa, mill-ewwel instema jghid,
‘imma fug Ghawdex kif hadd ma kiteb xejn!” U mill-
ewwel medd ghonqu ghax-xoghol u beda jdur
m’Ghawdex kollu jigbor il-materjal. Bezzina kien
ukoll ihobb imur fejn jaga’ xi ajruplan jew taga’ xi
bomba tal-ghadu mhux biss biex jara x’gara imma
wkoll biex jiehu mieghu lejn id-dar dik il-bi¢ca
splinter, xi bi¢ca mill-ajruplan jew xi fdal ta’ xi
paraxut u jinnota dwarhom. Mur ghidlu li biz-zmien
kien se jippubblika wkoll ktieb dwar hekk! Dan kien
fl-1977. Tlieta u ghoxrin sena wara, Frank Bezzina
hareg bit-tieni ktieb tieghu F’Ghawdex fi Zmien il-
Gwerra u li marru fi Zzmien qgasir I-elf kopja li kien
ippubblika. Ghadda z-zmien u ibnu Charles,
ghalkemm il-Poezija tehodlu hafna mill-hin tieghu,
ix-xoghol ta’ missieru gatt ma warrbu fil-genb, u
maz-zmien gabar dawn iz-zewg volumi flimkien
f'edizzjoni riveduta u mkabbra.

L-ewwel tagsima ta’ dal-ktieb hija djarju ta’
Ghawdex fil-Gwerra jew ta’ dak kollu li hemm fl-
ewwel ktieb tieghu /I-Qilla tal-Ghadu Fuqg u Madwar
Ghawdex, u aktar. Fiha hemm kronologija dettaljata
b’avvenimenti separati dwar kull ¢agliga li I-ghadu
tista’ tghid ghamel fug Ghawdex u I-konsegwenzi li
halla. Ma’ dawn hemm ukoll dettalji tal-mini
rrapportati, ta’ grajjiet li sehhew f'Ghawdex, u ta’
persuni li ndarbu jew mietu taht ir-rovini ta’
darhom. Xi dispozizzjonijiet li saru minhabba I-
gwerra, u li jinsabu biss imsemmija fl-ewwel tagsima
bhala parti mill-kronologija, fit-tieni tagsima jigu
miftuha iktar.

It-tieni tagsima ta’ din l-opra storika u letterarja,
“Ghawdex fil-Gwerra” hija wahda iktar interessanti
u turi l-impatt li I-Gwerra halliet fuq il-gzira taghna.
Hawnhekk nagraw dwar il-gaghda socjali ta’ hutna I-
Ghawdxin u nsibu minjiera ta’ taghrif dwar il-forzi
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tad-difiza li twaqqfu u dwar diversi hwejjeg ohra.
Billi |-generazzjoni tan-nies li jiftakru I|-Gwerra
gieghda dejjem tongos (nghid ghalija jien ma naf
xejn ghax twelidt fl-1 tas-sena 1946), Charles idahhal
dettalji ohra biex jaghti stampa ¢ara lil dawk li ma
jiftakrux jew bhali gatt ma ghexu I-Gwerra. Minn
taghrif iehor u kitbiet mhux kompluti li kien gabar
missieru wara li kien hareg il-kotba tieghu, Charles
Bezzina rnexxielu, wara iktar ricerka, jghaqqad u
jsawwar kapitli godda kif jista’ jara kull min jixtri dan
il-ktieb.  B’hekk  ghall-ewwel darba jinsabu
ppubblikati |-kapitli dwar ir-Rediffusion f'Ghawdex,
il-Black Market, is-Sajjieda Ghawdxin fi zmien il-
Gwerra, il-Bdiewa Ghawdxin fi Zmien il-Gwerra, il-
prekawzjonijiet ghall-Attakki mill-ajru f'Ghawdex, il-
Knisja u I|-Festi fGhawdex fi Zmien il-Gwerra, I-
isptarijiet ta’ Ghawdex fi Zmien il-Gwerra, is-Servizz
tal-Vapur u tad-Dghajjes fi Zmien il-Gwerra. Minn
ghadd gmielu ta’ ittri ppubblikati f"‘Il-Berqga’ ta’ dak
iz-zmien, u i jidhru f'dan il-volum ghall-ewwel
darba, il-qarrejja issa jistghu jiehdu idea ¢ara dwar I-
impatt li |-Gwerra halliet f'Ghawdex u kemm
ekonomikament u kemm psikologikment I-Ghawdxin
inhakmu mill-konsegwenzi li gabet maghha I-gwerra.

Charles Bezzina jghidilna li f'din l-edizzjoni gaghad
hafna attent biex jibga’ fidil lejn I-istil ta’ missieru,
stil mexxej dagskemm dettaljat li huwa rega’ rreveda
mill-manuskritti ta’ missieru b’attenzjoni kbira.
Zamm  ukoll il-lingwa  originali  taghhom,
kwotazzjonijiet u taghrif |i huwa silet minn
dokumenti, manuskritti u minn diskorsi, mistogsijiet
u twegibiet li kienu saru fil-Kunsill tal-Gvern. F’din |-
edizzjoni |-gdida Charles Bezzina nkluda wkoll
referenzi, annotamenti u statisti¢ci flimkien mar-
rakkontar ta’ missieru. Gabar ukoll informazzjoni li
personalment fittex bil-permess mill-okkorrenzi tal-
Pulizija, mid-dokumenti tal-Isptar Victoria, mir-
Registri tad-Dipartiment tax-Xoghlijiet Pubblici, is-
Sanita, u mil-Log Books tal-iskejjel. Qalleb ukoll il-
Parliamentary Debates u ghadd ta’ rivisti. Fi ftit
kliem Bezzina Junior amalgama dawn iz-zewg kotba
precedenti tieghu f'Edizzjoni gdida u aggornata taht
I-isem [I-Qilla tal-Gwerra fuqg Ghawdex 1940-1943.
Nisttghu nghidu li issa ghandna f’'idejna ktieb wiehed
imkabbar u rivedut b’libsa professjonali.

Fuq talba ta’ dawk li jhobbu jagraw dwar Ghawdex
fil-gwerra, issa ghandna dan il-ktieb b’zieda
sostanzjali, imkabbar mill-gdid b’hafna ricerka,
b’hafna iktar grajjiet, fatti u dettalji. Charles Bezzina




jzid jghid li gharbel l-ewwel tagsima, zied taghrif
importanti u ta’ interess, mess kwazi kollha I-kapitli
tat-tieni tagsima, aggornahom b’hafna taghrif gdid
li kixef sal-lum, zied il-materjal, ir-referenzi, u dahal
iktar fl-aspett u fl-impatt socjali tal-poplu taghna
f'dawk iz-zmenijiet imwieghra. Ghalkemm it-Tieni
Gwerra fl-Ewropa bdiet f'Settembru 1939 u spiccat
f'Mejju 1945, ghalina f'dawn il-gzejjer nistghu
nghidu li bdiet fil-11 ta’ Gunju 1940 u spiccat meta |-
Italja cediet f’Settembru 1943. Hemm perezempju
hafna taghrif gdid dwar ix-xeltrijiet, dwar dak I-
ajrudrom li kien inbena f'Ghawdex, dwar ir-refugjati
Maltin f'Ghawdex, il-Hajja f'Ghawdex qabel il-
Gwerra, il-Pro-Taljani fGhawdex fi Zmien il-Gwerra,
I-Ordnijiet tas-Sorijiet Maltin fostna, Mini u
Sottomarini madwar Ghawdex fi Zmien il-gwerra.

Inhosssni cert |i kull garrej u studjuz tal-Istorja
ghandu jsib dan il-volum tal-Melitensia tabilhaqq
interessanti u ta’ siwi dokumentarju kbir. In-numru
kbir ta’ referenzi li maghhom se jiltaga’ huma xhieda
tar-ricerka vasta u kbira li saret biex inkiteb dan il-
ktieb tul medda ta’ hafna u hafna snin. Nemmen li
din il-pubblikazzjoni se timla vojt u bahh kbir fl-
Istorja tat-Tieni Gwerra f'Ghawdex u ghad tibga’
bhala tifkira dejjiema ta’ dawk I-Ghawdxin li garrbu,
sofrew u mietu taht il-qilla tal-Gwerra.

Nahseb li din l-edizzjoni I-gdida sejra timla I-vojt fl-
istorja ta’ Ghawdex matul |I-Ahhar Gwerra. Dan il-
ktieb mhux intenzjonat |i jsemmi I-bosta
avvenimenti xejn sbieh li graw f'Malta fi zmien il-
gwerra u li dwarhom inkiteb bosta. Langas ma hu
mahsub biex b’mod generali juri l-izvilupp u I-mixja
tal-Gwerra fl-Ewropa, imma huwa limitat biss ghal
dak li gara f'din id-dagsxejn ta’ gzira. Mhux xi ktieb
dwar xi grajja misthajla, imma pubblikazzjoni ta’ siwi
dokumentarju dwar dak li gara f'Ghawdex fi zmien il-
Gwerra. Huwa ktieb ta’ referenza |li nemmen
ghandu jsib postu fuq l-ixkafef tal-Melitensia. Fl-
ahharnett, huwa ktieb mitbugh fuq |-ghatba tat-
Tielet Millenju li juri r-realta ta’ dak li garrbu n-
nanniet taghna madwar sittin sena ilu, zmien il-
hemm u n-niket! Prosit lil A & M Printing tal-Qala li
dahlu ghal bic¢a xoghol impenjattiva bhal din.
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IL-LUNZJATA TA’ GHAWDEX ta’ Karm
Borg, Knisja tal-Lunzjata/Ministeru ghal
Ghawdex; Ghawdex Gozo Press 2020,
144 pagna

Jikteb Dun Geoffrey G. Attard

Monsinjur Karm Borg, ir-rettur tal-Knisja tal-Lunzjata
fil-limiti tal-Belt Victoria u saéerdot-studjuz u awtur
ta’ diversi kotba mill-parrocéa ta’ Kercem, ghadu
kemm tana l-ahhar ktieb tieghu li huwa studju
ricerkat dwar il-Knisja li taghha ilu rettur ghal dawn
[-ahhar tnax-il sena flimkien ma’ hafna taghrif
interessanti dwar l-ambjent li jdawwarha.

Il-ktieb li ghandna f'idejna huwa tassew tezor tal-
istorjografija. L-ewwel nett irridu nghidu bla tlaqgliq
li hija haga tal-iskantament kif hadd s’issa ma kien
hadha f’idejh li jistudja l-istorja antika tal-knisja
ckejkna mhaddna fil-blat fil-wied pittoresk tal-
Lunzjata, liema wiehed kien ispira lill-avukat-poeta
minn Hal-Qormi Gorg Zammit, l-awtur ta’ poezija
immortali dwar dan il-post li jsahhar. Il-wied tal-
Lunzjata huwa, kif jirrakkonta wisq tajjeb Borg, ‘il-




gnien tar-Rabat’. Imma kif ikompli jghidilna Borg, il-
wied tal-Lunzjata huwa wiehed mill-isbah Zoni li
nsibu f'Ghawdex. Imhaddan bejn Il-irhula ta’ Kercem
fug naha u dak tal-Fontana u I-Munxar fuqg in-naha
tal-ohra, il-wied tinzel ghalih minn wara I-Knisja
Konventwali ta’ Santu Wistin u I-monasteru antik tal-
Agostinjani fil-punent tal-belt il-gadima tar-Rabat.
Kien wied ta’ importanza kbira meta tqis li kien il-
favorit tal-Gran Mastri, li kienu prattikament il-
princpijiet ta’ Malta. Imqar id-dahla sabiha ghall-
wied inbniet biex tfakkar wiehed mill-gran mastri u I-
istess huwa |-kaz ghall-ghajn tal-ilma fit-tarf t’isfel tal
-wied.

[l-knisja tal-Lunzjata hija sempliciment antikissima;
hija wahda mill-knejjes trogloditi jigifieri I-knejjes
imhaffra fl-gherien u din hija prova tal-istess gedem
taghha. Tmur lura mill-ingas ghas-seklu erbatax u |-
fatt li din iz-zona kienet imsejha ‘il-Fewdu tas-
Saqqajja’ ghax kienet propjeta tal-Principessa Sibilla
ta’ Aragona jkompli jgieghed lil Ghawdex fil-kuntest
usa’ tas-saltna taz-zewg Sqallijiet li minnha ghal
diversi snin il-gzejjer taghna kienu jaghmlu sehem.
ll-kapitlu dwar it-tnissil u l-izvilupp tad-devozzjoni
lejn il-Misteru tal-Inkarnazzjoni marbut hekk haga
wahda mas-solennita tat-Thabbira ¢éelebrata fil-25
ta’ Marzu, liema festa ghaddiet biex titgies minn
wahda Kristologika ghal wahda anki Marjologika,
jiswa mitglu deheb fih innifsu anki ghall-manjiera ta’
kif inhu miktub. Wiehed japprezza wkoll I-appendici
bil-kurunella antika u I-istess biblijografija, i
minghajrha il-ktieb kien ikollu xi haga niegsa.

Il-Lunzjata Ta’ Ghawdex huwa ktieb sabih ferm fil-
prezentazzjoni tieghu imma prezzjuz wisq aktar
ghall-kontenut tieghu li huwa certament frott diversi
snin ta’ hidma u frott imhabba kwazi patrijottika lejn
dan l-icken santwarju Marjan tal-gzira tat-tliet
gholjiet.

IL-PONT

L-AHHAR BATTUTI
(1998-2020)

Andrew Sciberras

L-AHHAR BATTUTI (1998 - 2020) ta’
Andrew Sciberras

Jikteb Alfred Palma

Fit-tliet gabriet poetici tieghu /I-Vjagg Poetiku, El
Duende u Rikorrenza Eterna, Andrew Sciberras wera
I-hila enormi tieghu f'dik li hi poezija b’differenza,
poezija ta’ intensita sublimi, u f'din I|-ahhar
pubblikazzjoni tieghu L-Ahhar Battuti (1998 — 2020)
din il-hila issigillaha; anzi nzid inghid li din id-darba
issokta johrog aktar ‘il barra mill-poezija per se biex
jaghtiha xehta kwazi estatika u jferrixha f’"dimensjoni
mill-isbah ta’ hjiel metafiziku.

Dan il-ktieb voluminuz ta’ 410 pagna, kif tarah, ukoll
gabel ma tifthu, jigbidlek I-attenzjoni bil-mod pulit u
eleganti li bih gie stampat mill-Progress Press, u fuq
kollox hajr ghall-qoxra mlewna u fantastika tal-pittur
internazzjonali Gerald Stricher.

Fl-ewwel parti tal-ktieb insibu 144 poezija i




Sciberrras kiteb bejn 1-1998 u 1-2020; poeziji bil-Malti
imzewqin kultant b’ohrajn bl-Ingliz, b’noti dettaljati
u siewja, u spiss b’kummenti validissimi minn
Tarcisju Zarb. Fil-bi¢éa I-kbira ta’ dawn il-poeziji
tinhass mill-gdid I-influwenza filosofika ta’ Nietzsche
u I-hsibijiet profondi u spiritwali li bihom Sciberras
idieher u jzid isebbah il-gawwa ta’ vrusu, l-ansjeta li
tkiddu, it-tama li taghtih il-forza, ix-xewqga tremenda
ghall-harba mir-realta kiefra tal-hajja!

Wara dawn [|-144 poezija, wahda isbah mill-ohra,
Sciberras jghaddi ghall-Istudji Kriti¢ci minn Samsara
sa Rikorrenza Eterna: dwar Samsara, Noti tad-
Demm, Wagqtiet fis-Skiet, Tragitti, Frammenti minn
Mohhi u Awtoskatti kiteb Oliver Friggieri, dwar Mill-
EZilju ta’ Ruhi Patrick Sammut, dwar Katarsi Achille
Mizzi, dwar El Duende Tarcisju Zarb u dwar
Rikorrenza Eterna Charles Briffa.

Imbaghad nghaddu ghal Xi Ricensjonijiet dwar il-
poezija u l|-letteratura generali ta’ Sciberras minn
Alfred Palma, Anton Sammut u Tarcisju Zarb. Isegwu
Kummenti minn Tliet poeti: Oliver Friggieri, Achille
Mizzi u Mario Azzopardi.

Il-ktieb jaghlag bi studji kritici annotati minn
Sciberras innfisu dwar il-poeziji ta’ 14-il poeta iehor:
Carmel Attard, Achille Mizzi, Mario Azzopardi, Daniel
Massa, Charles Briffa, Raymond C. Grech, Michael
Zammit, Gioele Galea, Jonathan Balzan, Louis Briffa,
Carmel Scicluna, Tarcisju Zarb, Patrick Sammut u
Melanie Camilleri.

L-Ahhar Battuti huwa gawhra mill-isbah li zzid
izzejjen il-Letteratura Maltija u tissokta tgholliha
kemm f'dak li hu gmiel artistiku kif ukoll fdik i hi
tifsira ta’ x'inhi verament il-poezija, is-seher
spiritwali taghha, i jittajjar bhal gawwija f'wic¢ is-
sema u jinfirex f'kull dimensjoni |i tista’ titfittex biex
thenni u tpaxxi lir-ruh!

Min irid kopja tal-ktieb jista’ jikkuntattja lil Andrew
Sciberras fuq [-email
andrewsciberrasartist@gmail.com

Mill-Gdid
(&mopic:)

Roderick (Rigu) Bovingdon

APORIJA ta’ Rigu Bovingdon
(It-tieni edizzjoni)

Jikteb Alfred Degabriele

Meta habibi Rigu Bovingdon ghogbu jigi ghandi - kif
ghamel kemm-il darba kull meta rega’ gie mill-
Awstralja jzur Art Twelidu — biex jaghtini kopja tal-
ahhar ktieb tieghu Aporija (it-tieni edizzjoni), ma
stajtx ma mmurx lura fiz-zmien, hafna snin ilu, meta
kien gie ghandi ghall-ewwel darba.

Dakinhar kien gie jiltaga’ mieghi biex nghinu jibda
jippubblika “Ix-Xefaq”, ktejjeb/magazin letterarju
bil-hsieb li jxerred fl-Awstralja kull numru li johrog. U
hekk kien gara. Kien hafna izghar mil-lum, bhalma
kont jien, mimli b’hafna entuzjazmu biex ikattar I-
gharfien u I-imhabba, mhux biss lejn Art Twelidna,
izda wkoll lejn llsien Art Twelidna, il-Malti. Jien ukoll,
li kont wiehed mill-ko-fundaturi tal-Moviment
Qawmien Letterarju, fraht li, ukoll lil hinn minn




xtutna, fl-Awstralja, kien hemm min il-Malti u I-
Letteratura Maltija jhobbhom dagshekk. Konna fi
zZzmien meta, li titkellem jew tikteb bil-Malti, anki fl-
iskejjel, ma tantx kont tkun hekk popolari jew stmat
wisg. Imma ghal siehbi Rigu li tghum kontra kull
kurrent ma kienx ged jagtaghlu galbu. U mal-medda
tas-snin, hafna snin, xejn ma xekklu, minkejja kollox:
giri, vjaggar, infig ta’ flus. Qed nghid dan kollu
ghaliex illum hawn uhud li lil Bovingdon jafuh biss
mill-qoxra ta’ barra: bhala dak li jikteb (u, forsi, dak li
kien ikanta, fl-Awstralja). Ftit huma dawk i lil
Bovingdon jafuh minn gewwa, bhalma nafu jien: I-
istinkar tieghu biex ixerred u jzomm mixghula |-
fiamma ta’ Isienna theggeg gewwa f’dak il-kontinent
hekk kbir u’l boghod minn Malta.

It-tieni edizzjoni ta’ Aporija hija bil-wisq isbah, akbar
u aktar informattiva: ghalija hija qisha l-opera omnia
tieghu. Fiha jigbor kollox: sal-ingas taghrif li wiehed
irid ikun jaf fug Rigu Bovingdon. Fiha nsibu taghrif
bijografiku, u elenku shih ta’ x’ghamel matul is-snin
u ta’ kull gharfien li nghatalu.

Meta qallibt dan il-ktieb voluminuz, stajt immur lura
lejn meta kien hareg l-ewwel edizzjoni ta’ Aporija, u
fih sibt tliet studji minn tliet kittieba (fosthom tieghi
stess) dwar l-esperjenzi u |-kitbiet ta’ Bovingdon.
Nahseb li bejnietna, ahna li ktibna dwar dik I-ewwel
edizzjoni, konna hrigna I-elementi kollha li jsawru ‘I
Bovingdon kemm bhala kittieb, bhala professjonist,
izda l-aktar bhala bniedem li jhoss u li jixtieq li I-
affarijiet dejjem isiru ahjar.

Izda x’hemm gdid f'din it-tieni edizzjoni ta’ Aporija
ta’ Bovingdon? Minbarra t-tliet studji dwar kitbet
Bovingdon li semmejna aktar ‘il fuq, insibu hafna
aktar poeziji mizjuda fiha li jkomplu jgieghdu lill-
kittieb f'dawl aktar car: l-isforzi li ghamel biex izomm
I-llsien Malti haj fost I-emigranti Maltin fl-Awstralja,
mhux biss permez ta’ poeziji bil-Malti, izda wkoll bl-
Ingliz u bit-Taljan; kif ukoll permezz tal-ghana Malti —
ghana li jwassal messagg car ta’ fejn hija galbu, ta’
x'inhuwa I-holm ta’ dan bin Malta taghna.

F'din I-edizzjoni nsibu tnax-il tagsima kontra |-ghaxra
li kien hemm fl-ewwel edizzjoni. Fihom insibu
b’kollox madwar 310 poezija (li fosthom 28 huma bl-
Ingliz u 14 bit-Taljan). Kitba b’Malti mill-ahjar kif
ukoll mill-ifien fl-ilsna I-ohra. Minbarra dan, hemm
20 kanzunetta li fihom ma jongsux il-messagg li
dejjem u kullimkien Bovingdon ried ixerred: li I-Malti
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m’ghandniex ghalfejn nisthu nitkellmu bih. II-
messagg |li darba I-poeta tal-Kelma Maltija, Patri
Anastasju Cuschieri, ried iwassal, insibuh ghadu
jehodd u bil-provi: fidejn imharrga l-ilsien Malti
jibga’ sabih u mexxej. Hekk naraw fil-bosta poeziji li
jaghtina Rigu Bovingdon f'din it-tieni edizzjoni ta’
Aporija.

Messaggi ta’ kulur, mesaggi ta’ twemmin, messaggi
genwini ta’ bniedem |i bhal jixtieq jara li I-holma
tieghu li I-Malti - kemm f'Malta izda I-aktar fit-tieni
art tieghu, |I-Awstralja — ma jintesiex, ma jghibx bil-
mod il-mod bhal berga li ghall-ewwel tinstema’
gawwija u li mbaghad forsi tintesa bhallikieku gatt
ma kienet xejn. U din in-nostalgija u I-weggha
nhossha fil-fond ta” whud mill-poeziji patrijotti¢i ta’
Bovingdon. B’hekk dan il-ktieb ingisu t-testment ta’
dan il-poeta li issa m’ghadux zaghzugh u, bhalma
jigri sikwit u kif sikwit jigrilu kull poeta genwin (kif
ghanna Dun Karm fil-poezija “L-Ghanja tad-
Disghin”), ihares lura u jara t-triq twila li minnha
ghadda u li ma kinitx hafifa. Sikwit b’sodisfazzjon,
sikwit b’xi demgha nostalgika, jerga’ jiftakar
x’ghamel u kemm xtaq jaghmel aktar.

Ghal Bovingdon, il-poezija hija I-bieb u I-muftieh li
jifthu biex jimrah f'ogsma li hu stess gatt ma basar
fejn kienu se jihduh. Il-professjoni tieghu laggghetu
ma’ nies li kellhom bzonn il-kura: fil-poezija I-poeta
jixref lejn hutu [-Maltin, xi kultant jithassar xi
drawwiet u jghidilna x’jahseb li jrid isir biex nibgghu
nhossu dak li ahna tassew meta jidhirlu li Il-ideal
beda kulma jmur jongos u jibred. I1zda s-sabih jarah,
igimu, jifrah bih u jghozzu dejjem. Jisbel meta ghal xi
raguni jitgies barrani f'pajjizu stess.

F’din it-tieni edizzjoni nsibu zieda ta’, bejn wiehed u
iehor, mitt poezija li ma ssibhomx fl-ewwel edizzjoni.
Lili jolgtuni poeziji bhal “Fejn jimrah il-mohh”, li bhal
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f'poeziji ohra - “Meta I|-ahhar dawl jintefa’™,
“Minkejja I-qerg”, “Appena |-ghatu” u “Qabel ma d-
dawl jintefa’” - il-poeta jaghmel ezercizzju mentali u
jistudja xenqget il-bniedem li jghix ghal-lum biss bla
xejn ma jiegaf ftit u jahseb lejh innifsu u x’inhu li
jiddistingwih minn affarijiet ohra, bhal dak li gisu
ged jezisti biss u jghanni m’ohrajn, f'sakra ma tarax
art, gaudeamus igitur u xejn aktar. Janalizza |I-kobor
u |-misteru tal-holgien, x’jista’ jigri ’| quddiem, |-
gharfien tas-sewwa. lzda jhossu zgur li meta jmut se
jibga’ jhoss l-ambjent Malti u jtenni x'jixtieq gabel
mewtu.
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Imbaghad f'uhud mill-poeziji ta’ Bovingdon
niltagghu ma’ dawk b’lagta psikologika li ddahhlek
fik innifsek, thassbek u ggieghlek tieqaf tahseb. II-
poeziji “Fil-kelma I-gieh”, “Kemm tinzel helwa”,
“Veru?”, “Ruh mitlufa” u “Gharrixt fi triq il-gherf”
igaghluk tara l-gawwa tal-kelma ghax “Ma tispiccéa
gatt”, il-galb hanina, u jistagsi ghaliex tassew hu
twieled. Meta jzur xi tempju neolitiku taghna jew
jahseb fuqu, il-poeta jisthajjel jara l-erwieh tal-
antenati li zaru u  ghammru fdak [-imkien.
Imbaghad, fil-poezija “Gharrixt fi triq il-gherf”
b’lagta awtobijografika (minkejja li tghodd ghal kull
wiehed u wahda minna) jghidilna x’hass dejjem
f'hajtu, kemm holm gie u tar mar-rih u l-illuzjoni
kollha li hakmitu u li hafna drabi jghix biha kull
bniedem.

Il-poeta huwa xort’ohra. Fil-poezija “Tal-poeta it-
turment”, Bovingdon jghidilna b’emfasi liema bhalha
li I-poeta “Joghtor! Joghla! lJisker! Jibki” u jkompli
“Dejjem miexi bla ma jghajja” u, ghalkemm trigtu
twila, “Ghaddej wahdu tul il-grajja”. Fil-poezija “Qalb
ta’ poeta”, Bovingdon jara kif hafna drabi |-bniedem
juza I-kelma u I-hsieb u xejn aktar. Izda |-poeta jtir “il
fug bi hsibijietu u jghannaq f'qalbu lil kulhadd u
kollox.

Madanakollu, kollox jintesa meta jitgerbbu s-snin.
F'dan in-nuggas ta’ sens fil-bniedem u fi mgibtu,
jinzel il-mingel taz-imien u, bhas-skiet wara |-
maltemp, kollox inessi. Ukoll il-memorji ta’ kull
bniedem; bhal ¢aghqga mitfugha minn tifel fil-bahar,
tghib u ma tinstabx aktar.

Rigu Bovingdon ma kitibx biex ikun kiteb: kiteb ghax
haseb; kiteb ghax hass; kiteb ghax ta harsa madwaru
u ra bhal f'mera dak li hu u dak li seta’ jkun li kieku I-
bniedem kien hassieb profond bhalu. L-imhabba lejn
Art Twelidu u lejn I-llsien Malti gaghlitu jibda jahseb
|-‘ghaliex’ u I|-kif’ li jmexxu hsieb u ghemil il-
bniedem.

IL-PONT

Dellijiet
Jghajtu
fir-Ras

Mario Azzopardi: Poezija, Narrattiva, u Kummiedja Socjali

DELLIJIET JGHAJTU FIR-RAS—MARIO
AZZOPARDI: POEZIJA, NARRATTIVA, U
KUMMIEDJA SOCJALI, ta’ Charles Briffa,
Horizons, Malta, 2020

Dan il-ktieb gdid juri li Mario Azzopardi huwa kritiku
socjali krugjali, u li |-process kreattiv tieghu spiss
jinhass forza kontroversjali gawwija fi hdan |-
ambjent socjokulturali ta’ zmienu. Briffa juri li I-
kitbiet ta’ Azzopardi jitfghu bosta dubji fuq
standards tradizzjonali u forom stabbiliti, u
jinvestigaw hwejjeg li jikkawzaw ugigh uman u
tbatija sog¢jali.

Il-poeziji, il-poesejs, u r-rakkonti Azzopardjani huma
generalment prodott tas-socjeta taghhom u
essenzjalment huma “so¢jali” fis-sens li hemm
kawziet socjali li jganglu I-produzzjoni taghhom;
ghalhekk jittrattaw temi soéjali u kontenut relevanti
ghaz-zmien taghhom, u jippruvaw (forsi aktar mix-
xoghlijiet ta’ haddiehor) igibu xi forma ta’ effett
soc¢jali. Ghaldagstant Briffa jifhem li I-espressjoni
artistika tieghu trid tingharaf bhala mera sodjali.
Bhala prodott socjali, il-kreattivita ta’ Azzopardi
tiffoka fuq il-kritika soéjali biex jippoliticizza I-ideat.




F'dan il-kuntest it-terminu “socjeta” huwa I-link
territorjali bejn I-arti u r-realta, u ghaldagshekk ghal
Azzopardi s-socjeta dejjem tibga’ c¢-¢éentru tal-
attenzjoni tieghu.

Fil-kitbiet ta’ Mario Azzopardi jfiggu suggetti li
tradizzjonalment f’"Malta kienu jitgiesu pprojbiti jew
offensivi bhas-sesswalita mberrha, id-deformazzjoni
grotteska, it-twezwiz u |-fac¢jolizmu tar-religjuzi, u |-
arja zejda fl-imhabba ghall-pajjiz — suggetti li jzidu
dettalji fil-pittura tal-percezzjoni tieghu fuq il-
kontemporanjeta. Fl-esperimentazzjoni tieghu tal-
vers progettiv u tal-poesejs ingeda u baga’ juza I-
forom stilisti¢i tal-ironija u I-parodija, tal-ambigwita
u l-ispontanjeta, tal-lingwa figurattiva u |-
awtodefinizzjoni. L-evokazzjoni grafika thalltet mad-
drammaticita barokka ghall-agwa effetti |i seta’
jipproduci.

F'dan il-ktieb, Dellijiet Jghajtu fir-Ras, Charles Briffa
jurina lil Mario Azzopardi fil-partijiet tieghu ta’
poeta, prozatur, poesejist, pittur, kritiku, gurnalist
kulturali, direttur tat-teatru, editur, u ghalliem.

[I-Professur Charles Briffa jghallem il-Letteratura u t-
Traduzzjoni fl-Universita ta’ Malta, u huwa kritiku
letterarju (l-aktar li jaghfas fuq l-istilistika), ricerkatur
tal-Malti (I-aktar fil-qasam tal-lingwistika kulturali), u
traduttur.

DIVORZJU

fil-gazzetta habbru
li gatel lil martu,
omm taz-zewg uliedhom

u ppubblikaw ritratt -
handbag u basktijiet
mixhuta hemm fit-triq
mitluga hemm mal-art

forsi kull ma kien jongos
ir-ritratt tat-tieg

MARIA GRECH GANADO
(minn taht il-kpiepel ¥ghajnejia, KKM, 2014)
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XENA MALTUA (1) - IL-GALLERUA

Kitba ta’ Victor V. Vella
Hello, jiena s-sindku u ilni nixtieq inkellmek.
Ippruvajt narak ghall-festa imma taf int kont busy.

Ha nghidlek; inti ghadek togghod f'numru 50 Triq
Harruba hux veru.

Iva iva. Naf... naf... kollox sew :

Iva... kienet Trig San Guzepp imma issa...

Le le biex inkun zgur.

U iva kien biddilha s-sindku I-iehor.

Issa ilha erbat ijiem.

Halli nistagsik haga: halli ma nzommokx!

U fuqg fit-tieni sular ghandek gallerija tal-injam
sabieha ferm, hux hekk?

U iva naf li antika iva iva...
ghalhekk gieghed incempillek...
dak is-sabih taghha

b’dik I-iskultura tal-injam li fiha
u tajba ghax tkabbar kamra...

U iva tiehu nofs it-triq...

Imma m’hemmx x’taghmel!
Tajjeb tajjeb. Hekk nahseb li se taga’ ghax mejta ghal
nagra zebgha

U sewwa sewwa gieghed tghid...
IzZjed minn passata wahda.

Ha nghidlek inti taf li bhalissa hawn moviment
biex inzommu u nippreservaw l-antik...
Nahseb dik ghandha tmenin sena?... Xi tghid?

U izgur li ma tafx ezatt.

Ma jimpurtax. Ismaghni sewwa.

Li kont se nghidlek qabel ma qgtajtli ...

.uiva nifhmek... kont se nghidlek

li nistghu niehdu passi biex nirrangawha...

Kif konna nippassiggaw jien u s-sur Camenzuli... Le le
jigi avolja busy ghal mewt zoptu...

Iva iva fl-ahhar iddecieda li johrog ghall-elezzjoni...
iva u galli ara tista’ tapplika biex tiehu grant

halli tippreservaha u ggibha gdida.

Ghajb jahasra thalliha taga’.

Ha nghidlek... timla u ssebbah triq.

Le le halli kollox f’idi u

s-sur Camenzuli, minn taghna ferm...

jahdem mal-perit




li gieghed in charge mill-flus...

ezatt... ezatt... minn dawn il-grants.

U le ghalhekk tahseb xejn.

Nirrangaw... nirrangaw. Halli f'idejja.

Le le kif tkun lesta nigu

niehdu zewg ritratti ftit gabel I-elezzjoni:

Inti tidhol ukoll u tista’ ddahhal is-sinjura... u
togghod fil-gallerija!

U gewwa x-xilep...
Hello, hello ghadek hemm Sur Sindku?

Grazzi grazzi ferm ta’ din l-offerta ...
ahna tar-rahal ma nkunux nafu b’kollox ...

Taf x’kont se nghidlek

Kieku sewwa kieku jkolli gallerija gdida li ssebbah it-
trig u... id-dar.

Imma nghidlek wahda, Sur Sindku...

Mhux il-gallerija biss trid passata zebgha:

id-dar se taga’!
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BDIET IS-SENA 2020

Rakkont ta’ Carmen Refalo

“Jekk jiem qabel il-Milied hallew il-bwiet tal-
bejjiegha nexfin, jum I|-Ewwel tas-Sena sabna bla
kliem; uhud mismutin jaharbu lin-nies, ohrajn
b’ghogla fuq l-istonku jisperaw li jehilsu minnha fil-
grib. lIna nghixu f’jiem im¢ajprin; ikolli nghid li s’issa
ghad m’hemmx lok li naghtu jew niréievu x-xewgat
sbieh. Ghax bhas-soltu Jannar ikaxkar dak li jkun
inbeda matul iz-zmien ta’ gabel.”

Kien sebah l-ewwel ta’ Jannar. Kien ghadu t-tmienja
ta’ filghodu u wagqt li gbadt ingatta’ u ngaxxar, nagli
u nghalli ghall-ikla ta’ nofsinhar, Tony beda jagrali
mil-laptop miftuh quddiemu fuq il-mejda tal-kcina.
“Gina smajtni? Fhimtha din li ghadni kif grajt?”
stagsieni.

“Fhimt xi haga Ton imma bhalissa mohhni biex
inlesti; jekk tagbad tizbarazzali u tahsel xi haga tkun
bdejt is-Sena bit-tajjeb.”

Kif l-irwejjah tal-ikel imlew il-k¢ina u sibt ruhi wahdi
fil-kwiet, nistenna li tqum it-tifla, ftakart f'dak li kien
grali r-ragel saghtejn gabel. Kellu ragun biex ibigh
min kiteb hekk; kont nixtieq li dis-sena kienet se
tkun imgar ftit ahjar minn ta’ qabilha.

Fl-ghoxrin tax-xahar, jum gheluq snini, gomt b’hasda
u kif warrabt l-imhadda minn fuq rasi smajt lir-ragel
igerger minn taht l-ilsien:

“Dawn ma jisthu minn hadd. Ghadhom is-sebgha
nieges ghoxrin u kif waslu bdew ihaffru; possibbli
hadd ma jwaqgafhom, hadd ma jkellimhom!”

U hemm indunajt li mhux ir-ragel kien gajjimni imma
li kienu gajmuni I-hsejjes gejjin mit-trig taghna u t-
treghid tas-sodda li sthajjiltu kien terremot.

Kif gejt insé u ghaddietli I-gatgha qomt bla kliem u
tlagt ninhasel qabel ma tqum it-tifla; kelli mitt sena
nhalli l-ilma fietel niezel ma’ wicéi sakemm jinhallu
ghajnejja nofshom imwahhlin ma’ xulxin bl-ghabra
tat-trab li kienet ilha ged tahkimna xi sitt xhur. Wara
li Ibist xtaqt niftah il-bieb tal-gallarija biex tinbidel I-
arja ta’ gewwa; imma bexxagtu kemm kemm halli
ma tidholx ir-riha tal-‘exhaust’ hekk kif it-trig tibda
timtela’ bil-karozzi wahda wara l-ohra, izjed weqfin
milli mexjin. Tfajt idi mal-poggaman biex ninzel I




isfel u ghal darb’ohra I|-kisja trab taht idi darrsitni u
bdietli |-jum hazin. Kif sibt lir-ragel fil-k¢ina ghadu
jixrob it-te, bit-tieqa miftuha berah, haristlu bl-ikrah
u htaftu:

“Ghalxejn nghidlek Ton; ergajt ftahtha berah. Ghax
ma tlajtx fuq il-bejt biex toqghod thares lejhom
itellghu |-gebel; mela minn hawn b’dat-trab kollu
diehel dritt ghal go fina,” u ghalaqthielu fil-pront.
Imma komplejt neqred biex nisfoga:

“U dak il-krejn dagsxiex idur fugna... ibazzaghni
nhares lejh. U ghandu xi jdum idur; ghad fadal xi tliet
sulari ohra x'jitilghu!”

“Jahassra Gina hu d-dinja bi¢-¢ajt; illum ghalaqt sitta
u erbghin u ghadek ma tghallimtx. Minflok ma
ssewwed qgalbek ibga’ ftakar fil-gonna ckejkin bis-
sigar tal-lumi u tal-laring li kellna qabel, bl-ghasafar
tal-bejt itiru minn wahda ghall-ohra, hekk kif kont
tiggosta lill-qattus taghna wieqgaf fuq ic-cint jara kif
jagbad xi wiehed minnhom. Ha nghallmek kif tkun
pozittiva; ipprova gib quddiem ghajnejk li kif ilestu,
jekk id-dar tibgghalna gawwija u shiha, se jkollok xi
erbghin gallarija lejn xiex thares. Imma biex tara s-
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sema mit-tieqa trid tagla’ ghonqok hanini.”

Imma ma kellimtu xejn. Hekk hu dar-ragel, is-sieheb
tieghi; l-ewwel gam igerger u fkemm ili nghid
ghaddielu. Mhur ifhmu. Jahargek u wara jridek
taghmel bhalu u tiehu kollox bi¢-cajt.

Fil-pront nizlet it-tifla u sabitni nlestilha |-yogourt
mal-frott biex tohodhom maghha ghax-xoghol.
“Xjaht sena ohra ma; ma rridx indum ma nitlag,”
galtli waqt li ghanngqitni, gabdet tic¢ekkja I-mowbajl
u tixrob it-te fl-istess waqt,

“ghax ilbierah dak li ged itella’ I-blokk flats ’I hawn
fuq halla t-trakk f'nofs it-trig biex jarma I-gaffa. U kif
tlajt insuq resaq f'nofs it-trig, waqggafni u ghamilli
sinjal biex indur lura u nsuq ‘Il isfel; imma baga’
f'wi¢éu ghax hemm bgajt wieqfa u ma dortlux.”
“Ghad taqgla’ xi daqqtejn Dor bl-arja li ghandek,”
gabez missierha. Kien ghadu rrabjat maghha minn
mindu gatghet xagharha naha twil u naha qasir bit-
troffi jaghtu fl-orango; u kien ghadu ma jafx li kienet
bdiet tfaddal biex tkabbar sidirha!

“Mhux hekk nibgghu pa; dawn jahsbu li hadd ma
jista’ ghalihom,” u daret lejja.

“U trid tarah ma; gie jghidli nhaffef insuq lura biex
ma ntellfux hin minn xoghlu. Imma kif rajtu riesaq
hrigt idi mit-tieqa u bil-mowbajl hadt ritratt tat-
trakk, bin-numru jidher, qed jaghlaq it-trig u...”
imma fil-pront gbizt jien:

“Ma bzajtx ja mignuna!” ghidtilha waqt li ferfirt idi
guddiem wiccha.

“U ejja ma giskom zewg boloh. Mal-ewwel wagaf kif
rani niehu r-ritratt u kif stagsejtu fejn kien il-warden
dar lura, ressaq it-trakk min-nofs u jien u I-karozzi li
lehqu ngabru warajja komplejna fi trigtna.”

U Doreen binti ta’ hamsa u ghoxrin sena halliet lili u
lil missieha, it-tnejn bla kliem.

Insomma kif Tony telag ghax-xoghol u harist lejn I-
arlogg tal-kcina, xrobt |-ahhar boqqa te, gbadt il-
goffa ghal ghand tal-haxix u kif hrigt barra sibt lill-
gara fuq il-bankina hdejn il-bieb taghha. Intbaht li
xtaget titkellem ftit mieghi u waqaft nismaghha. U
regghet bdiet tghidli:

“Kif xbajt Gina binti, ged nisma’ r-radju u nhosshom
ser jitilfuli rasi. Dawn x’iridu jghidu biha dil-kelma
spec¢i ta’ ponsablita? Jahasra ma nifhemhomx. U
meta nixghel it-televixin, xi hin jew iehor jergghu I-




istess.”

Lili ma sabitnix burdata tajba u kont ser nghidilha
biex issaqqi 'l uliedha; haga tal-ghageb donnha gratli
hsiebi ghax fil-pront qaltli:

“Meta nghid hekk 'l uliedi jagbdu jidhku, iharsu lejn
xulxin u jagilbu I-kliem. IlI-bniet mohhhom biss biex
jizbghu xagharhom u jirrangaw dwefirhom kull
jumejn; ghandhom mas-sittin u baqghu ma kibru
gatt. U issa t-tlieta saru nanniet. Ghalxejn hallejthom
[-iskola sakemm stajt; ma jafu jitkellmu fuq xejn.
Missierhom Alla jahfirlu kien ahjar minnhom.”

“Naghmillek imhatra Sunt li hafna drabi min ikun
ged jitkellem langas hu stess ma jkun jaf sew x’qed
jghid,” u kif rajtha ticcassa komplejtilha:

“Heqq ghadni niftakar li meta kont immur fil-lagghat
ghall-genituri  fl-iskola tat-tifla, dejjem kienu
jghidulna li ahna responsabbli ghal uliedna,” imma
b'harsitha Sunta wrietni li xorta kienet ghadha fejn
kienet. lkkonfondejt x’kelli nghidilha; kieku
stagsietni xi ricetta kien ikun ihfef ghalija u malajr
kont naghtihielha bl-amment. Imma xorta wahda
ergajt ippruvaijt:

“Ismaghni naqra, nahseb li tal-iskola riedu jfehmuna
li jekk uliedna, sakemm jikbru, jaghmlu xi haga
hazina, il-htija taghhom taqga’ fugna,” imma Sunta
gabzetli hi:

“Dan kollu nafu Gina. Imma tar-radju mhux fuq it-
tfal ikunu ged jghidu imma fuq il-Gvern u fuq |-
ohrajn ta’ kontra; min jghid li ged jerfaghha, min
iwahhal fl-iehor li ghandu jgorrha u lili jistorduni u
jhawduni wahda sew.”

Ma kontx naf x’ser nghidilha; kienet qallbitli s-
sentimenti ta’ mohhi. Ftit wara rnexxieli nlissen xi
haga:

“Sunta jkolli nghid li nkunu responsabbli meta
naghmlu dmirna; inkella jkollna nogoghdu ghal
kulma jigi ma’ wicéna,” fettilli nfissrilha.

“lsma’ Gin, dmir naf xi jfisser jien ghax tghidx kemm
kienet qaltli ommi jumejn gabel ma zzewwigt lil
Ninu. Qaltli dwar id-dmir tas-servizz fiz-zwieg; biex lil
Ninu gatt ma nghidlu ‘Le’. U jien obdejtha; kull meta
xengel rasu biex jghajjatli, la gatt ghidtlu ‘lva’ u
langas ‘Le’. U Ninu tieghi kien hafif dags il-fniek i
kellu missieri fil-gallinar ta’ fuq il-bejt; kien jogmos
darba darbtejn, jghajjat wahda minn taht I-ilsien u
jintafa’ lura. Ehh is-servizz dejjem ghamiltu sew jien;
kont naghlag ghajnejja, nogghod nahseb x’kelli
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nsajjar l-ghada u fkemm ili nghidlek jien u Ninu
konna nkunu reqdin fil-fond. U bhallikieku gatt ma
kien ikun gara xejn!”

Kif Sunta wagfet u harset lejja, li nigi bintha fil-wisa’,
ratli wi¢¢i ahmar nar nipprova nibga’ nismaghha sal-
ahhar, imma kif ma flahtx inzomm aktar bdejt
nidhak nghajjat bil-galb inzomm idejja ma’ halqi.
Tnejn min-nies li kienu mexjin fug in-naha l-ohra tat-
trig wagfu jharsu lejna:

“Jagaw raga’ nqgala’ xi hag'ohra dalghodu,”
instemghet tghid wahda minnhom imma meta
indunaw |i jien u Sunta konna mifqugha bid-dahk
bagghu mexjin.

Kif ghaddietli d-duggaqa x-xwejha komplietli:
“Imma nahseb [|i kliem ommi, Alla jahfrilha,
m’ghandux x’jagsam mal-kliem li ged nisimghu.”

“Hekk hu Sunt. Dawn ikunu ged jghidulna li kull min
jahdem ghall-gid jistenna i jigi I-gid u kull min
jaghmel id-deni jistenna li ma’ wicéu jigi d-deni. U li
kulhadd ikollu jhallas tad-deni li jkun ghamel,” u
hemm Sunta waqdfitni.

“U min se jhallas binti? Ma tafx li hawn min ma
jhallas gatt” u Sunta wrietni li mohhha kienu ghadu
tajjeb u x’aktarx izjed minn tieghi. U bil-kalma kollha
dort lejha:

“Qed tara hux; hawn minn kollox. Hawn ukoll dawk li
jogoghdu jghadduna minn ghajn il-labra... jahsbu li
ged jitmejlu bik u bija... u jsemmu r-responsablita.”
U Sunta tniehdet u qablet mieghi.

U kif smajna l-arlogg tal-knisja jdoqq il-hin gbizt jien,
“Ikolli nitlag Sunt ghax mhux se nilhaglu frott il
Marju tal-haxix.”




U matul il-jum domt nidhak sa filghaxija kull darba li
niftakar biex kienet hargitli x-xwejha Sunta bis-
sincerita kollha taghha. Ma stajtx nemmen kif
setghet ghexet zghozitha u hajjitha mizzewga b’dak
il-mod. Hemm ingas minn hamsin sena bejnietna u
sadattant saret bidla kbira f"hajjitna; binti ilha tghidli
li bi hsiebha tghix mas-sieheb taghha gabel ma
tizzewweg; ghadni s’issa ma nafx x’nagbad nghidilha
meta jasal il-waqt!

Dakinhar filghaxija morna nieklu barra. Hadna gost
flimkien u tghidtx kemm kilt ghal galbi; langas mill-
inbid ma bqgajt lura. Imma matul il-lejl hlomt kemm
flaht; dejjem hekk jigrili meta nithanzer gabel ma
norgod.

F'waqt minnhom sibt ruhi bilgieghda fil-kéina ta’
Sunta bit-tifel taghha bilwieqfa quddiemi, imdawwar
b’hutu I-bniet kollha lesti ghall-glied, b’subghajh ma’
wicci ged jghidli bl-herra kollha:

“X’'mort tghidilha ’l ommi? Gennintha mara xwejha
tigi nanntek! Qed thawwad, mhux ged taghrafna u
mohhha biex tmur fid-dar t‘ommha. #a jkollna
nsakkruha xi mkien minhabba fik. Issa kun af li kif
inwaqqghulha darha biex intellghu tmien sulari,
inzommuk responsabbli ta’ kulma jista’ jingala’. U
kun af ukoll li se nhaffru fond ta’ sitt sulari; biex iggib
il-perit tieghek ghal waqt ix-xoghlijiet ghax inkella r-
responsabbilita ta’ kulma jingala’ jkollu jgorrha
zewgek...” u fis-sahna tal-mument hariglu I-Lira tad-
deheb imdendla mal-katina hoxna li dejjem jilbes
m’ghonqu taht il-gmis. Kif kont ser naghmel ghalih
habtet ma’ mohhi u gomt f’"daqqa! Fil-pront hassejt
rasi tgila u dwejjaq kbar fl-istonku tieghi, grejt ghall-
kamra tal-banju u glajt kulma kont kilt gabel ma
rqadt.

U b’dil-holma m’ghidt lil hadd, langas lil Tony; imma

[IL-PONT

bgajt kif nilmah lit-tifel ta’ Sunta nogghod pass ’il
boghod minnu.

Sadattant bdejna nisimghu bil-‘corona virus’;
sakemm kien ghadu fi¢-Cina la jien u langas Sunta
ma habbilna rasna fuq hekk hekk. Kif smajna li wasal
I-ltalja waggafna widnejna u jum wara jum bl-
ahbarijiet li bdew iwerwruna sirna nafu sew xi tfisser
il-kelma ‘responsabbilita. Ghax dal-virus ma kienx
tac-cajt; ma kellna xejn kontrih u beda sahansitra
jasal biex joqtol.

U l-ahhar darba li sibt lil Sunta tistennieni barra,
waqqfitni u galtli:

“Gina ma rridx indejgek imma t-tifel qalli li barra
minn Malta biex ma jimirdux ged jinghalqu gewwa,
ma jmissu ma’ xejn u ma jersqu lejn hadd. U qalli
wkoll li kulhadd jista’ jgorrha bla ma jkun jaf,” u kif
ratni galbi sewda komplietli:

“Imma nghid jien, ghandi fuq it-tmenin u ghadni
nista’ ngorru wkoll? Jien kont ingorr imma xi qoffa
bajtar tax-xewk meta kont nitla’ sar-rahal m’ommi
fl-gheqqel tas-Sajf biex inbighuh” qaltli bi¢-¢ajt biex
tarani nitbissem waqt li I-memorji ta’ c¢kunitha
mlewlha ghajnejha bid-dmugh.

“Sunta hanini jien u int m’ghandniex dal-virus;
mhux gieghed hawn Malta, mhux ged ingorruh u
mhux ser nghadduh lil haddiehor. Imma jekk jasal
ikollna naghmlu bhan-nies ta’ barra ahna wkoll.”

U hemm dehret hosbiena u ghidtilha:

“Inti ghalissa togghodx tinkwieta. Kollha fl-istess
ilma geghdin Sunt; u mbaghad naraw,” sellimtilha u
tlagt ghal ghand tal-hobz ingib quddiem ghajnejja ‘|
uliedi... lil ommi u missieri... lil huti... insomma lill-
familja tieghi u tar-ragel... u aktar... u izjed.

U fit-triq sibt ruhi nitkellem wahdi minn taht l-ilsien,
“Dal-virus jonqos issa! Minn jaf x'inhu gej ghalina?
Jekk ikollna nissakkru gewwa kulhadd ikollu jaghmel
I-istess; ma tahrablux kif gib u lahaq, jaf jagbdek
tkun fejn tkun. Jaf idur id-dinja bla ma jhares lejn I-
ucuh u fuq kollox ma jinxtarax,” u gbadt nitkerrah u
nkemmex xofftejja.

Imma lahgitni r-riha tal-hobz ghadu jinhema,
indunajt li kont wasalt u haffift il-pass. Kif kont
aljenata tfixkilt f'¢cangun nofsu mahrug ghal fuq il-
bankina tliet bibien ‘il fuq mill-hanut. Kif slaht il-
pexxun ghajjat wahda u harist ‘il gewwa; xtaqt




nilmah lis-sid biex naghmel bhal binti u nohodha
mieghu. Imma hadd ma kien jidher, I-intrata kienet
vojta u mimlija trab. Kienu bdew iwaggghu hemm
ukoll!

U jum wara l-iehor malajr sirna nafu b’dak li gie
ghalina ftit tal-jiem wara! Kif I-ixkafef tal-hwienet
sfaw gharwenin minn kollox, kif rajna lil min haseb
biex jimla daru bit-‘toilet paper’, u kif jghaddu I-
ewwel jiem ta’ paniku... fit-toroq waqga’ s-skiet.

It-tkissir u I-bini naqas, l-arja bdiet tithaddaf u hadet
ir-ruh. Fl-ahhar indunajna li hafna jistghu jahdmu
mid-dar, il-karozzi ftakru li ghandhom il-garaxx, I-
exhaust’'nagas mit-toroq biex nistghu niehdu nifs fil-
fond minghajr ma nagbdu nisoghlu.

Ulied Sunta bagghu go darhom u bil-biza’ ma tawx
kas xagharhom li beda jtalla’ l-abjad mill-gherug. U
ommhom hadet ir-ruh meta huhom il-kbir, armel
fuq is-sittin kellu jibda jghix maghha biex ma jiltagax
man-neputijiet.

U issa nispera li ged nifhmu xi tfisser |i tkun
responsabbli; ghax hemm hajjitna fin-nofs!
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HEMDA

Kitba ta’ Vanessa Fenech

Ma kinitx ticcaglag minn wara I-persjana, miftuha
berah sabiex tkun tista’ tgawdi dak li gieghed isehh
lil hinn mill-bieb ta’ barra. Tistqarr li sagajha ma
ghadhomx |i kienu, madankollu, kienet taghmel
banketta tal-injam u tintefa bilgieghda fugha.

Kienet tghodd id-disghin sena u ghalkemm mohhha
ma bagax izomm hafna, sahhitha kienet ghadha ma
telgithiex. Minn wara dik il-persjana kien ikun hemm
granet mimlija dags bajda. Matul il-jum erhilha
tnissel xi tbissima meta tilmah lit-tfal sejrin u gejjin
mill-iskola. Bil-herga kienet tistenna t-tislima tal-
pustier u ghall-habta tal-erbgha ta’ wara nofsinhar
wara li tkun qgalet ir-ruzarju, kienet tbierek lil dawk
kollha li jkunu sejrin lura fi djarhom wara gurnata
xoghol. Ta’ spiss kienet taga’ xi demgha meta
b’nostalgija liema bhalha tiftakar fl-imghoddi, meta
hi kienet ukoll taghmel parti minn din is-socjeta
attiva.

Jum fost l-ohrajn id-dinja gisha waqfet hesrem. It-
trig kienet battala kemm mill-karozzi kif ukoll mill-
ilhna ferrieha tat-tfal. Dan |-ahhar il-pustier kien jigi
b’harba u b’wi¢cu mghotti u I-girien girja wahda
jfittxu jidhlu fi djarhom. Qalulha x’kien gara... imma
ma tistax tiftakar sew! Il-granet ghaliha hadu bixra
ohra.

Tistgarr li din hija grajja li ma titwemminx u tittama li
hwejjeg bhal dawn ma jergghux isehhu.

HAJKU

Tistenna ghalxejn
it-telefon idoqq
u titlob hiniena.

Bibien maghluqa
torog ma jwasslu mkien
hajjiet mohlija.

JOE FRIGGIERI
(minn Mitt Hajku, Filprint Publications, 1997)




META TFAQQA’ S-SAJJETTA

(zmien il-coronavirus)

Meta tfagga’ s-sajjetta
wil-hitan jibdew jirtoghdu,
ix-xemx tidhol mistohbija
sa minn kmieni ta’ filghodu.

L-ebda tama gej il-bnazzi

ghax shab iswed ged jingema’.
Nistennew minn hin ghall-iehor
xita gliel tinzel mis-sema.

Ma nafux il-hin u s-siegha
ghax din tigi ghal gharrieda.
Bahar qawwi jibda tiela’

u jgibilna mwieg gerrieda.

B’qalbi mnikkta nhares barra
ghax go dari jien maghlug.
Shaba sewda gejja fugna

li ged tbezza’ kull mahlug.

Wahdi, wahdi ged inhossni,
ic¢assat minn wara t-tieqa.

Ma narax hlief zmien ta’ dwejjaqg.
Ma narax hlief zmien ta’ diga.

Hadd mhu sejjer isabbarni.
Nixtieq nidhol gewwa fija.

Nixtieq hadd ma jigi jzurni,
hliefek biss, O Poezija.

M’HEMMX LI TGHADDI

Nisthaljek

bhal jiem tad-dliem

u l-anglu tal-mewt
ghaddej minn fuqgna,
tinfiltra mix-xquq tal-hitan
garrieqa daqgs spam.
Lid-dinja gharkubbtejha
tallaba-karraba nizzilt
mill-ghani sal-fqir.
Is-skiet jikber bl-imwiet,
dwejjagna inkonsolabbli.
Harbattilna l-orarju,
noholmu mahsuda

JOSEPH SCIBERRAS
(H'Attard)
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fil-jum bla bruda.
X'jiswew bwietna mimlija
quddiem din |-epidemija?
Ghas-sahha naghtu kollox.
Bahh: ged nitbieghdu.
Mill-hrug nastjenu.

Wagqt li int tonsobni
infittex li nibga’ mistohbi
f'dil-loghba noli.

JONATHAN BALZAN

AGUNIJA DEZOLATA

(Miktuba waqt l-agunija dinjija tal-Corvid-19)
B'Dedika lil dawk it-tobba u I-bgija li qed jaghtu hajjithom u
hinhom fit-tagbida...

Mxajtna din I-imxija
mwiet, tbatija u agunija...

Kiefra din I-imxija
massakru bla dmija...

Iva mishuta tassew
din l-imxija:
tbatija, agunija

u glubija.

NOEL FABRI
TGHAJJIRA LILL-CORONAVIRUS

Qattiela, li dhaltilna

fi djarna siksnijiet,

fil-gerda taghna hsiebek
b'mard kiefer u b'imwiet,
xettilt il-biza' fostna -
fil-kbar dagskemm fiz-zghar,
maghluqa f'gheluq dejjaq,
imhassba lejl u nhar.

Nizzilt sal-ajruplani
mill-gholi tas-smewwiet,
razzant il-kbar kruzlajners

lil hinn mill-portijiet.
Mewwitt kull trig hawtiela,
I-iskejjel sfaw fis-skiet,
battalt kull xkaffa w mahzen
u mlejt l-isptarijiet.

Hassart lagghat u festi

u gibt I-isporzts fix-xejn,
fridt I-ahwa 'l bogh'd imsiefra,




bid-dmugh fawwart |-ghajnejn.

Hezzist I-ekonomija,

kabbart il-qghad bl-eluf,
ghabbeijt bid-dejn lill-popli -
kull pjan sarilna suf!
Fil-hwienet gellidt I-ahwa,
heddidt sal-isdfijiet,

biddilt il-liturgija,

sragt hin I-ahbarijiet.
L-identita sragtilna:

il-wice li d-dinja taf
bil-maskra ghattejtilna -
m'ghadniex nitgiesu ndaf!
Ghallimtna, f'hajja mghaggla,
li I-ewwel quddiem nett
sahhitna whedha ssaltan

u tahkem l-intellett

tal-kbir, taz-zghir, tal-gharef,
tal-fqir u tas-sinjur,

u li I-bnedmin gens wiehed
mad-dinja kif iddur,

ghax |-ghani sew bhall-fgajjar,
kull flien ta' kull eta,

ma jiswew xejn jekk niegsa
mis-sahha w liberta.

Int ghadu kiefer - gifa
mohbija minn kull ghajn,
'mma I-gherf u I-mikroskopju
jidfnuk ghad mal-ohrajn.
Tibzax! ll-waqt ghad jasal -
il-gerda ddur ghalik,

ghax mohh il-bniedem ghaqli
ghad jaghraf x'jaghmel bik.
Int ghad tintemm mirbuha
mir-rieda tal-bnedmin

li b'Fidi shiha jishru

u jghinu lil xulxin

biex kif f'kull flagell ghamlu
bil-pesti li ghaddew

jidfnuk fi hmieg l-istorja

u ismek fis jinsew!

FRANK ZAMMIT

COVID-19 FIT-TOROQ MALTIN

Toroq battala - cittadini ihirsa
jissuspettaw f’xulxin

imahhu f'ta’ madwarhom
humiex sani jew infettati
magqfulin gewwa djarhom
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imsammrin quddiem settijiet tax-xandir
igallbu I-kanali jistennew I-ahbarijiet
b’zewgt iswaba’ msallbin fuq

galbhom ittagtaq ma tridx tisma’ iktar
b’koronavajrus fost il-maltin u I-ghawdxin.

... U mal-maskra mitluga mad-dendiela

gewwa d-djar maghlugqin f'arja ta’ gtugh ta’ nifs

fost thewdin fuqg I-ikkontaggjati u l-imwiet pajjiz
pajjiz,

[-arja titqal, it-tokki jehxienu, il-mohh ma jiflahx
hsieb iehor,

it-tahbit tal-qalb nieges mit-tahrik trankwill

u I-fomm anzjuz jistagsi kemm se ndumu sejrin?!

MARIO ATTARD

KORONAVIRUS

(Akrostiku)

Kemm ahna sbhieh! Ix-xejn gie jattakkana,
Oligarkija komda kemm setghana;
Rankatura gerriexa, giljottina,

Ostaklu f'ocean lest ibikkina;

Negozjant mohbi, meravilja wahda,
Anfibju jigri bla jaf x'inhi ¢ahda;

Vulgari imma jobghod is-sapun,
Immorali ghall-ahhar, fanfarun;

Re tad-deffiena, spettru bi skop wiehed:
Uragan vagabond, vampir jittiehed.
Skumnikat! Arawh lest ghall-honey-moon!

Fuq il-Virus f'nofs ta’ pjazza ghad nisparaw
U flimkien id-De Profundis inkantaw.

Nistennew kull wiehed minna I-mar¢ tat-tmiem;
Il-katuba lesta ghad-daqqa. Hajr u sliem!

KARMENU MALLIA
KLIEM MISSIERI

“Billi ma jafx somom u ftit jaf Ingliz,
Tahsebx li t-tifel huwa injurant.

Anke jekk fil-Malti, mhuwiex tant preciz.
Hu jinbex, jittanta, imqareb kull tant.

Dak it-tifel ser jikber. Ragel isir.
Ghada pitghada, taf kif itir il-hin,
inti tista’ tinhtiegu, tfittxu bil-kbir.
Mela isma’ kliemi, u ibga’ ftakar din.




Anke’kk mhux perit, avukat jew tabib,
jista’ jsir mekkanik, tellar jew benne;j.
Mela ara li dejjem tnaggas mit-tlablib,
biex meta ser tfittxu, malajr tarah gej.”

Kwazi erbghin sena bil-klassi gattajt.
Nizzi hajr 'l Alla, lil kliem missieri, smaijt!

JOSEPH FELIX CACHIA

X1 DARBA

Xi darba,

la forsi jghaddi dan il-virus

insir u naghmel dak li nixtieq

u forsi anke dak li gatt ma xtaqt,
bla daqq tat-trombi

u bla angli

indub fil-bahar fond

u ngharrex dak li kont.

JOHN P. PORTELLI

JIEN NERGA’ NIKTEB STROFA...

Jien nerga’ nikteb strofa ghal kull tganqila,
u nerga’ litanija wahdi ntenni,

bit-tama li xi darba mbaghad tismaghni.
Hekk nisthajjilni jien kull xhin titfacca

bhal jum imcajpar li trid minnu tghaddi,
is-sens ta’ xX'inhu dan, ghalfejn dak kollu,

u ghaliex kont jien minflok ma kien haddiehor.
Jekk tigi I-bieb thabbatli jien niftahlek;

jekk ma tigix, fejn tista’ tkun nisthajjel.
Fid-dlam ta’ swied il-galb is-sema msahhab,
jekk ma titlax hawn fugq mhux ser tithimni;
jekk tibga’ terfa’ I-gebla qatt ma tasal,

u terga’ bhal ma tlajt titgerbeb 'l isfel:
fl-abbiss, fil-bahh mnejn qatt ma terga’ lura.

ALFRED GRECH

AQTA' WARDA

Agta’ warda, xomm il-fwieha,
saqqgi bl-ilma dan il-gnien,
ogghod isma’ xi funtana
tarmi l-ilma mad-dawrien.
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Isma’ I-ghana tal-ghasafar

galb il-frieghi mohbijin,

xewqat aqta’ minn kull sigra,
kulhom, tieghem, ghax frott bnin.

Mill-gherugq jithabbu s-sigar
fil-hamrija, minn gol-blat,

hemm is-sahha, hemm il-gawwa
bejn is-saffi ta’ kull strat.

Festa kbira bla ma tehda
fost il-fjuri, sigar shieh,
weragq jizfen ma’ kull ziffa
fil-gnien sielem tal-mistrieh.

CHARLES BEZZINA

IMSIEMER

Int ma tarax

ghajr rashom dawn l-imsiemer.

Sa fejn jinfdu ma tohlomx.

Langas xi jzommu marbut flimkien ma tifhem.
Ghax imsiemer

ghalik mhumiex.

Ghalik biss kliem,

bla gherug,
fuq il-karti.
GIOELE GALEA
(minn Ghera, Horizons, 2018)
KAMARTI

Bejn l-erba’ hitan

tal-kamra nistrieh

fl-irgad, nahseb u nohlom

fuq is-sabih u I-ikrah tal-hajja.

Filghodu fiha, raggi tax-xemx

jinfdu mill-hgieg tat-tieqa taghha,

biex nistenbah ghal jum iehor

ta’ hidma ghal ghajxien, b’dirghajja.
Hawn nisma’ hsejjes li ma jaqtghu xejn,
b’karozzi ghaddejjin u tlablib tan-nies,
minn trig dejga gishom jghaddu mill-hajt,
bil-hoss tal-makna trieghed kamarti;
izda b’kull htiega li hemm fiha

li taghti kumdita mistennija,

biex b’hekk ukoll tinholoq il-gabra,




ghax serhan jitnissel fija jew marti,
minhabba, go dil-kamra tfasslu hwejjeg
biex jibgghu memorja ta’ familja

li ntisget bi twelid tal-ulied

li hallew hafna farag u ferh.

Mill-viéin nisma’ gniepen

tal-knisja erba’ passi boghod

idogqu mal-jum ghall-okkazjoni

b’noti tal-mewt jew tas-serh.

Hawn niftakar it-tbennin tal-ulied

ghal tkennin fl-idejn jew fis-sodda,

ghax iqumu bil-biki ghall-bzonn taghhom,
jew bl-ugigh, bl-ghatx jew bil-guh,

wagt li ghajnejja niftah f'nofs raqda
inkanta jew nimtela b’rabja,

meta bilfors ninzel stordut mis-sodda

ha nara hux fsied jew krib bid-dmugh.
Hawn garrabt il-ksieh u shana

f’dan l-ispazju kbir mimli ghamara;
b’saqaf tax-xorok u travi tal-injam

li jaghtuk x’tifhem fil-qedem taghha.

Izda f'dal-post ghadni norqod sa llum
ghalkemm f’kamarti tbiddlu hafna grajjiet,
ghax dawn f'hemda taghha hallewni wahdi,
fejn hi tkun kumpanija f'mard u sahha.

JOSEPH BONNICI
JANUS

Fast he strides forth,
though he wears no wings,
his heavinly step is a fleeting gait
and to changeless change,
how tight he clings,
one can see him waiting
at New Year’s gate.
Diademed in cold and blood of war,
the time he keenly weaves
is knit on his altar
and gently he strays
and lays his wreathed head,
upon the bosom of Peace, now dead.
Crowning the young with adulthood,
of motion and transient passages,
he is a god.
In famine, in sickness, in hunger and thirst,
Janus is revered as the last and the first
and two countenances
he pompously bears,
as he endures the plight

[IL-PONT

of the endless years.
And steadfastly along
the path of short-lived Duality,
he emerges from
the soft doorways of Eternity.

MEALNIE CAMILLERI
(minn The Eternal World, 2020)

POETS

Each moment, corner, facet
is a matrix of words

waiting to be explored

and documented.

We enter love struck,
emotionally tied up
(s)permeating the terrain
and coming out

we're pregnant.

THERESE PACE

SEASONS OF AN ARTIST

Dedicated to Vincent Van Gogh

Spring has come in Auviers sur Oise.

Allis changing, all is colour.

Sun shines on my face.

| escape from tormenting thoughts and pain.
Can | keep lingering?

A new life.

The time to paint and dance with colours.

My senses tremble.

Flowers take life again.

Like her, my dear Margot.

She! My love blossoming like Sunflowers on canvas.
She loves me, | know.

We kiss for eternity under loving skies.

Summer is in.

It is worth waiting for her.

She plays the piano and looks at me.

Her heart touched by the jewel we found between
us.

She looks at the artist who dances with his brush, a
new movement.

Margot you are love itself and | give you my heart.
After Art, after life.




Autumn. What is happening? Is my heart supposed to
feel this way?

She loved me.

| know.

My temper always deceives me. My mind played a
game.

I can no longer bear to see her, gave her all my life,
my heart.

Winter in my heart; the artist now walks away with
his colours and canvas.

Will she ever remember me?

Or remember the days in the seasons of our love.
Will she look at the Sunflowers?

Is love supposed to feel that cold?

| walk away.

There is nothing left but Art, along the endless cold
night.

Still, her memory lingers in my heart.

Margot!

She will one day see my Sunflowers.
Will she remember the seasons of our love?

MARY ANNE ZAMMIT
INTI TAF

Inti taf

kemm jien dghajjef u bla hila,
kemm insibha haga tqila

li niggieled dil-battalja
gewwenija

hekk fero¢i u mdemmija...

Ma nemminx

li xhin nasal hdejk migruh

miexi nkaxkar bhal mitruh

int se tlumni u ¢canfarni

u f’kull zball toqghod tfakkarni...

Iktar nemmen

li moghdrija se turini,

u biz-zejt imgaddes tieghek
se ddewwini.

CARMEL G. CAUCHI

SEWWA JEW...?

Nahseb li m’iniex sewwal!
U maljar smajt bhal speci ta’ tnehida
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donnha xi haga bhal: domt ma ttendejt....!!
Min-naha l-ohra...

jekk jiena gejt inse li m’iniex sewwa

allura jien sewwa...

ghax biex tittendi li m’intix sewwa

trid tkun sewwa.

U tista’ tipprova li inti taf x’inhu... is-sewwa.
F’kelma wahda kapaci tara d-differenza
bejn is-sewwa u dak li mhux sewwa.

Allura kapaci taghraf is-sewwa

u jekk thoss li m’intix sewwa

allura taf sa fejn jasal il-hajt tas-sewwa.
Ma rridx inkompli sejjer fug din il-linja
ghax malajr nithawwad u nitlef il-linja.
Ghax jekk tirraguna hafna

ftit jibgaghlek biex titlef ir-raguni;

U r-raguni ssir ossessjoni

u taqga’ fil-konfuzjoni.

Dik zgur... tentazzjoni.

VICTOR V. VELLA

META L-QAMAR IHARES LEJK B'HARSA
TA' ZEBLIEH

Meta I-gamar ihares lejk b’harsa ta’ zeblieh.
Meta tkun fl-ilma tipprova titla’ ‘l fug.

Fgat taht il-pressjoni tal-ilma

uhama li ma jhallunix nara d-dawl.
Id-dmugh jitwahhad mal-ilma

u jisfaxxa fix-xejn.

U nghajjat ma nistax.

Meta jdejja jkunu jridu jitilqu |-habel

u ma nitlax il fug.

Meta I-gamar ihares lejk b’harsa ta’ zeblieh.
Meta nibza’ li nitla’ f'wicé I-ilma

u nara d-dlam.

Xehir fis-skiet minn galbi mfarrka

u pulmuni fgati

li sebqu |-ghana helwa

li kienet tohrog minn fommi

u sserrah lill-istess qalbi.

Imma
dil-harsa ghad tintemm.
Il-gamar ghad jitbissimli.

OMAR SEGUNA




SUL TRAM DELLE 10.40

La scorgo ogni mattina assorta
sulle crome. In cerchio divergenti
partiture. Dimentico del mondo

e il gesto del polsino.

Oggi & invece canto nuovo, oggi

e veste chiara e lieve increspatura
sulle labbra. Il tempo che la nota
risuoni sottopelle poi chiude gli occhi
al foglio per scarto di binario.

Si disfano gli anelli, gli spazi
incasellati, gia sfuggono le note
dalla mano da quel foglio bianco.
Le lascia andare in volo oltre lo stridio
del tram. Piu in |a della cerniera
del binario. Sfarfallano in azzurro
sui monti e gli stambecchi.

Piu a nord di piccoli tormenti

di minimi pensieri. Raminghe
disadorne vanno sconfinate

fino alla preghiera.

Ed io ne sono parte.

LUCILLA TRAPAZZO
(minn, Ossidiana, Volturnia Ed. 2018)
L-ltalja/L-Isvizzera

THE WISDOM OF ANTS

The hard work of an ant is continuous.
How it suffers

in the sweltering heat of summer

to carry the crumbs and the seeds
to have them

when the hard winter will come.
When snow will freeze everything
the ant will not have to care.

It will have its mind at rest

because it took care of collecting
when it was the time.

If people looked a bit like the ant

in foresight, in prudence, in humility
mankind would be better,

all the children on the Earth

would have food.

But some people throw in the garbage
a heap of food, stale bread.

Have you ever thought

how many poor children

could have been fed?

ZACHAROULA GAITANAKI
Il-Grecja
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FRATELLINO MIO

Torno stanotte

a voler vivere il vuoto.
Riempirlo di ricordi
mancati,

ellissi diegetiche,

pagine strappate

del mio romanzo

rotto.

Torno stanotte

a voler giocare con te,
come i miei figli

azzuffarsi,

piangere e poi subito ridere,
litigarsi un giocattolo,

fare la pace.

Esserlo, in pace.

Torna stanotte

a farsi viva la morte.

E qui

a scrivere versi sonnambuli,
sgorgare lacrime carsiche.
A desiderare con me

che venga, come promesso,
il mattino.

Fratellino mio.

MARCELLO MORETTI
L-ltalja

IN PEACE, LET ALL OF US LIVE

If the voice of peace

gets throttled in silence;
the voice of violence
echoes in high volumes.

If chaos surrounds us,
won't life become a mess?

If this endless grief
becomes a part of life,
can life be a life?
Betwixt day to day strife!
Love, let’s share and give
in peace, let all of us live.

ASHOK CHAKRAVARTHY THOLANA
(minn Horizon of Poetic Twinkles)
L-Indja




lI-farm : _
tal-annimali

George Orwell

magqlub ghall-Malti minn .

Gorg Borg

IL-FARM  TAL-ANNIMALI ta’ George
Orwell, maqlub ghall-Malti minn Gorg Borg,
It-Tieni Edizzjoni, KKM, 2019

Dan huwa ktieb li hareg ghall-ewwel darba fil-lingwa
originali fis-sena 1945. Dan ta’ Orwell huwa rumanz
gasir jew rakkont twil ta’ natura allegorika. Nagraw
dwar razzett fejn jghixu bosta annimali, bil-gziegez
bhala |-kapijiet taghhom. Dan ix-xoghol huwa wkoll
hrafa politika u satira gawwija kontra |-abbuz tal-
poter. Din |i jiddeskrivi Orwell, u li Gorg Borg qaleb
ghall-Malti fI-1972, b’edizzjoni gdida u riveduta li
harget ftit ilu, hi sitwazzjoni umana universali, li
kienet u tibga’ tapplika sakemm jibga’ fuq id-dinja I-
bniedem. Dak li jsehh fir-razzett tal-bhejjem mhu
xejn hlief metafora ta’ dak li jsehh fid-dinja tal-
bniedem: ghalkemm il-bhejjem jaghmlu rivoluzzjoni,
jispiccaw aghar milli kienu gabel. Orwell jurina kif
hafna drabi jista’ jinholoqg dittatorjat meta lill-poplu
jibdew jittehdulu ftit ftit I-liberta u d-drittijiet godda
li jkunu nghatawlu. Gorg Borg iwasslilna dan ir-
rakkont b’Malti semplici, ¢ar u attwali, f'ghaxar
kapitli li jifirxu fuq ftit ingas minn mitt pagna.
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TERENCE PORTELLI

L-Esperjenza
tat-Taghlim

» Thejjija  » Twettiq » Tgharbil

L-ESPERJENZA TAT-TAGHLIM. THEJJIJA.
TWETTIQ. TGHARBIL, ta’ Terence Portelli,
Horizons, 2020

Dan il-ktieb, li jifrex fuq 276 pagna u hu magsum fi
tmien tagsimiet ewlenin, jaghti harsa strutturata lejn
I-istadji ewlenin tac¢-ciklu tat-taghlim: it-thejjija, it-
twettiqg, u t-tgharbil ta’ din l-esperjenza. Kull kapitlu
jiffoka l-attenzjoni fug gasam dejjaq tal-esperjenza
tat-taghlim billi: jipprezenta u jfisser b’mod semplici
t-termini ewlenin, jesplora l-argumenti differenti, u
jipproponi ghadd ta’ possibiltajiet pedagogi¢i mnejn
I-ghalliema jistghu jaghzlu. ll-formoli f'dan il-ktieb
tfasslu biex jiggwidaw il-hsieb kritiku u kreattiv tal-
ghalliema. It-tagsimiet fil-ktieb huma dawn:
X'nifhmu b’taghlim; L-ghalliema, il-kuntest tat-
taghlim, u l-istudenti fil-klassi; Il-programm tat-
taghlim; ll-pjan ta’ lezzjoni; Ir-rizorsi: I-ghodda tal-
ghalliema; Okkazjonijiet ta’ darba kultant jew ftit
aktar...; L-evalwar u l-assessjar tat-taghlim; u It-
tgharbil tal-esperjenza tat-taghlim. Dan il-ktieb hu
meghjun minn ghadd kbir ta’ tabelli li zgur jirrenduh
interessanti u ghodda siewja tassew f'id I-ghalliema.
Il-prezentazzjoni hija wahda moderna u mill-aqwa.




MUZA KARKARIZA 2, Gabra ta’ Terry
Muscat, Kunsill Lokali Birkirkara, 2020

F'Dicembru 2016 kienet saret it-tnedija tal-ewwel
ktieb Muza Karkariza li kien fih gabra ta' xoghlijiet li
ngraw f'seba’ attivitajiet letterarji li bdew fis-sena
2014 u bagghu sejrin sas-sena 2016. Muza Karkariza
2 fih gabra ta' kitbiet li ngraw f’disa’ serati li saru
bejn 1-2017 u |-2018. F'dan it-tieni ktieb insibu
kitbiet ta' tlieta u ghoxrin kittieb u kittieba differenti,
minn ismijiet stabbiliti sa ohrajn emergenti. Din il-
gabra, ikkompilata minn Terry Muscat, hija tlagqigh
ta’ mhuh li jsawru hsibijiet skont il-burdati taz-zmien
u x-xejriet tal-personalitajiet. Hija radda ta’ ideat li
jinhmew fil-hajja komuni tas-socjeta
Maltija. Ghaldagstant, huwa ktieb li fih gibjun ta’
taghrif utiq fuq il-lingwa uzata. Il-qawwa tieghu hija
|-varjeta tal-kontenut (fejn naraw il-Karkarizi) u fl-
istil (fejn naraw il-bniedem). Minhabba li |-ktieb
jinvolvi bosta kittieba, fih ghandna stili differenti,
ghax insibu min jikteb fuqu nnifsu, fug haddiehor,
fug xi nhawi, fuq xi grajjiet, fug xi mgiba, fug xi
tifkira, fuq xi tigrib jew fuqg xi xejra. ll-ktieb jista'
jinxtara minghand Agenda Book Shop. It-tnedija se
ssir fis-26 ta' Gunju 2020.
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\Gorg Mallia

I." Awentu ra

ghat-tfal
ligeghdin  *
id-dar ghax {/,’ 4
l-iskola S
taghhom
maghluga

L-AVVENTURA MSAHHRA TA’ MELANIE U
KARL, ta’ Gorg Mallia, Pubblikazzjoni
Nisse, 2020

Dan hu e-book ta’ ftit iktar minn 90 pagna li l-awtur
u illustratur ghogbu jaghti rigal b’xejn “Lit-tfal kollha
ta’ Malta u Ghawdex — halli jghixu fl-immaginazzjoni
taghhom il-fantasija |i hija I|-hajja”, kif tghid id-
dedika. Huwa ktieb li Mallia hareg apposta f'dan il-
perijodu meta tahkem |-emergenza tal-Covid-19 u
ghalhekk it-tfal jinsabu maqgfulin gewwa djarhom. It-
tnax-il tagsima ta’ dan il-ktieb huma mqieghda fuq I-
isfond tal-bidla kbira fil-mod kif nghixu li bhalissa
ghaddejjin minnha lkoll. Il-ktieb huwa fantasija,
ghalkemm jidhol f’certi kwistjonijiet relatati mal-
girda tal-ambjent, tema ghal qgalb hafna l-awtur.
Mallia ghalhekk jorbot il-gost mat-taghlim. Huwa u
jikteb din l-istorja, l-awtur pogga lilu nnifsu fil-qalb
ta’ tifel zghir, jirrakkonta wahda mill-istejjer li tant
kien ipaspar minnhom qgabel ma kiber u r-realta
dahlet fin-nofs u qaltlu li dak kollu li holom ma setax
isehh. Permezz ta’ zewg karattri helwin u stampi
kkuluriti Gorg Mallia jheggeg lit-tfal maghlugin bejn
erba’ hitan biex jagraw u fuq kollox joholmu.




IL-KTIEB
TAS-SOLTU

MINN HAS-SAJJIED BIRKIRKARA
jew KELMA GGIB LIL OHRA

QWIEL, IDJOMI, ESPRESSJONIJIET FATICI U DEIKTICI,
KWATRINI TA’ GHANA, TALB, U RRAKKUNTAR MINN
HAS-SAJJIED BIRKIRKARA U LIL HINN MINNU,
BID-DJALETT JEW MHUX -~ BKUMMENTI TA" XEHTA
LINGWISTIKA, GRAMMATIKA LT, FOLKLORISTIKA

U ETNOGRAFIKA...

i
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IDJOMATICITA TARCISJU ZARB

‘ WIRT KULTURALI INTANGIBBLI KARKARIZ-MALTI: 1DJOMATICITA

.

IL-KTIEB TAS-SOLTU - MINN HAS-SAJJIED
JEW KELMA GGIB LIL OHRA, ta’ Taréisju
Zarb, Kunsill Lokali Birkirkara, 2020

Dan hu ktieb ta’ kwazi 600 pagna li d-definizzjoni
tieghu tinsab diga fis-sottotitlu: “Qwiel, idjomi,
espressjonijiet fatici u deiktici, kwartini ta’ ghana,
talb, u rrakkuntar minn #as-Sajjied Birkirkara u lil
hinn minnu, bid-djalett jew mhux — b’kummenti ta’
xehta lingwistika, grammatikali, folkloristika u
etnografika...” L-istil li juza l-awtur ghandu min-
nixxiegha tas-subkuxjent, l-idjomaticita u d-deikticita
Karkariza. Fih wiehed isib varjeta kbira ta’ materjal li
juri kemm l-ilsien Malti huwa ghani. Zarb jaghtina
listi ta’ qwiel u idjomi li kienu jintuzaw minn
missirijietna sa minn bosta generazzjonijiet ilu u i
hafna minnhom uritna ahna llum, minkejja li whud
minnhom intilfu jew qed jintilfu minhabba I-mixja
taz-zmien u tal-progress; nagraw ukoll
konversazzjonijiet ma’ karattri tipikament Maltin li
hafna minnhom m’ghadhomx maghna llum,
ghanijiet differenti li kienu jitkantaw, talb li kien
jinghad, u iktar. Apparti dan Zarb l-istudjuz jifli I-
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ilsien Malti minn angoli differenti, fosthom dak
grammatikali, lessikali, fonologiku u etimologiku.
Jurina wkoll ir-rabta b’sahhitha t’ilsienna m’ilsna
ohrajn bhalma huma I-Gharbi, |-Isqalli, it-Taljan u I-
Ingliz, u anki kif il-Malti Semitiku kien jaf jadatta
ruhu ghaz-zminijiet u drawwiet godda billi jaghmel
tieghu aspetti li originarjament gejjin mill-ilsna i
kienu jitkellmu I-hakkiema tal-gzejjer taghna. Insibu
taghrif siewi dwar in-nomi, I-avverbji, I-aggettivi, il-
forom tal-verbi u t-tempi komposti varji, il-metafora
fil-ingwa ta’ kuljum, processi bhama huma I-
ibridazzjoni, I-agglutinazzjoni jew id-deglutinazzjoni,
id-diskors fatiku, il-konnetturi, il-prefissi u s-suffissi,
is-semantika jew il-livell tat-tifsir f'ilsienna. Xi whud
minn dawn jinstemghu bhala kliem difficli jew
bombastiku, imma Zarb jipprezenta dan kollu b’mod
semplici u li jinftiehem, anki bis-sahha ta’ ghadd
imdaqgas ta’ tabelli ta’ natura differenti. U dan ghax
Zarb mhux wiehed li ngafel gewwa flimkien mal-
kotba tieghu u nqata’ mir-realta, izda hareg barra u
sar jaf I-idjoma Karkariza/Maltija billi Itaga’ wic¢ imb
wic¢ ma’ min ilu hajtu shiha jitkellimha.

Ktieb bhal dan seta’ jinkiteb biss wara snin twal ta’
ricerka (li parti kbira saret fil-berah tat-toroq tal-
irhula Maltin, specjalment dak ta’ Birkirkara),
taghlim, osservazzjoni u riflessjoni. Il-ktieb hu
meghjun minn numru kbir ta’ ritratti monokromi. L-
uzu tal-kelma minn Zarb ifakkarni fi kliem Edmondo
de Amicis f'L’idioma gentile (1905): hemm kliem
bhal dawk il-borom jew utensili li ma nuzaw qatt fil-
kcina. Zarb johroghom mid-dlam tal-gheluq li kienu
fih ghal Zmien twil u juzahom apposta, jilghab
bihom, iberrahhom biex, min jaf, il-qarrejja jithajru
jergghu jibdew juzawhom, jew ghallingas jifhmu
kemm ilsienna hu sinjur, u kemm matul iz-zmien
bhala poplu warrabna bosta kliem sabih, utli u jdoqq
ghall-widna.

II-Ktieb tas-Soltu jingara b’'mod mexxej hafna u
mhux biss ghal kull min ged jistudja |I-Malti f'livelli
gholja, imma ghal kull min jixtieq ikun jaf kemm
ilsienna huwa kbir u sabih. Hu ktieb li jaghti gost,
iserrah mill-girja frenetika ta’ kuljum, jinforma, u fl-
istess hin joffri taghlim u riflessjoni.

Certament huwa ktieb differenti hafna minn tas-
soltu...




