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Review: Wisdom from ancient China

Salvatore Giuffre succeeds in conveying the thoughts of the original work elegantly and
idiomatically
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“The gentleman understands what is right. The small man understands what is
profitable.” This is one of those memorable sayings attributed to Kong Fuzi (Master
Kong), China’s most famous teacher, philosopher and political theorist, who later
became known in the West by the Latinised name Confucius (551-479 BCE).

Like Socrates and Christ, Confucius never wrote any work. It was his disciples who
later published his thoughts in a book called the Analects, a collection of quotations
and short dialogues between teacher and student, promoting the moral virtues of
benevolence, wisdom, trust, filial piety, righteousness, responsibility and courage, and

demanding strict observance of ceremonial rites and customs.

L-Analetti is an annotated translation of the Analects from Chinese into Maltese by

Salvatore Giuffre, a young Italian polyglot and researcher who lectures in Chinese


https://timesofmalta.com/

language and literature at various levels.

The text was revised and edited by Sergio Portelli, Professor and head of Department
of Translation, Terminology and Interpretation at the University of Malta.

Confucianism is a secular, nontheist philosophy dealing with the goals people should
aim at in this world. There is no reference in Confucius to a creator god, an afterlife, or
liberation from the material world as one finds in Hinduism and other offshoots of
Indian philosophy and religion.

Nor is there in Confucius any appeal to ‘illumination’ or revelation as a source of
knowledge as there is in Buddhism. One acquires knowledge through learning and
becomes virtuous through self-discipline and interaction with others in the social

milieu one finds oneself in.

The central figure in the Analects is that of the junzi, the morally and intellectually
accomplished individual who represents humanity at its best, the ideal or perfectly
balanced person who follows Confucius’s version of the Golden Rule: “Do not impose
on others what you yourself do not desire” (12.2).

The junzi are driven to act by ren, a moral disposition that enables them to live in
harmony with themselves, their family, their neighbours, and society at large. They
follow the Middle Way, avoiding all kinds of extremes, and developing their abilities by
performing their duties faithfully according to their station. Their behaviour is
marked by benevolence, righteousness, respect for ritual, wisdom, and

trustworthiness.

Benevolence entails unselfishness, consideration of the needs of others, and
compassion in their distress, while righteousness involves public accountability,
fairness and integrity. It is what keeps a person uncorrupted when faced with profit or

gain.

The pursuit of knowledge features prominently in the Analects as one of the
ingredients of the good life. The virtuous person has a craving for learning and will
never stop studying. “Learn as if you’re chasing something you'’re afraid of losing,” the
master tells his students (8.17).



Those who are not interested in learning cannot serve society in any way. “If a man
doesn’t ask ‘What’s that? How come?’, I do not know what to do with him” (15.16).

Teachers should stimulate their students to think critically and creatively, to discover
for themselves aspects of the topic the teacher doesn’t deal with directly (7.8). “To
study without thinking is a waste of time. To think without studying is dangerous”
(2.15). If you revise what you’ve learnt and learn new things, you’ll be a good teacher
(2.11).

Education is important not just for the individual’s self-improvement but also for the
good of society. It helps reduce friction between groups and leads to social harmony
(12.13). This is why education should be open to everyone. “When we teach we do not

discriminate between classes” (15.39).

Knowledge is not the mere accumulation of information. It shifts you as a person and
gives you a broader vision of things and events. Nobody is born wise. One only
becomes wise through learning, which cannot be achieved without effort (7.20).
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The contents of one’s thoughts are closely related to what one learns, and it is
practically impossible to separate the two. “I spent the whole day without food, and
one whole night without sleep, thinking, and gained nothing of it. Learning is better”
(15.31). One always thinks about something, and what one reads features regularly as
the object of one’s thought. You cannot open a book without learning something.

One should call objects by their proper name and speak the truth. Every word is
precious because it means something. If a jug loses its shape, you should stop calling it
a jug (6.25).

When asked about what would be his first priority if he were entrusted with the task
of governing a state, Confucius replied that he would start by “rectifying names”.
When names are used incorrectly, what is said does not sound reasonable, actions do

not produce the desired result, punishments will not fit the crimes, and people would


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CmSOW6AA_aIaoG7TV9fgPsM7J8QLVkb_4dI-DsuqfEmQQASDfrtUgYNcDoAHc-LPyAsgBAeACAKgDAcgDCKoE9wJP0EvVTGaw9agJezmqrBBbYC8MVQMpdbArr_xqMqR2omaKljjdQq49qytSoJKYpVIeXNGTrq9Eu23DTOiakPpoTn3fCLznVOltSecfb8DP3_BPfnx7UTpO9c_J87Fopgce4fCtMPccZcUvEqRTeyAlK4CarUndxWaHsWKsDXX9BZyVEmuhtpd2zQla7XQCGz5RJo0y8AAaPxAiLkTVSfm6Borql5c8bAlEKpE7aLqq4FRNM3zP0LKzFskSJdiENe8-Ft5R24RNc31nfum2n0i9ma6T0Eh96cDwQvxqMFWxu5KPIkJnwxjHYCuzyB96GjL5JMNuPmW9xAyeuxvQolMJSAeAmWSazfQouKlDFS08bF0uG5cAwYM0TWNFqdG9ldnvpEvakF85SjMgK2-IRP8S2Hm7jev96NrNlPKNxJIpeU5G4XANfXJb679ePvibOrkzEiEgG_2TAiC6k0xn99LRxI_NpZ0Nt3OP1ZpfboaBfev6jKqPKPvABJzM-ZfJBOAEAYgFkcye402gBgKAB4yHzI0BqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB-C9sQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB5oGqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAfKqbECqAfrpbECqAfqsbECqAeZtbECqAe-t7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcB0ggvCJHhgHAQARidATIF64uAgCA6DoCAAYCAgICAlK7gA6AHSL39wTpYs7fp3LXVjQOxCdAB1xlLI0xNgAoDmAsByAsB2gwQCgoQwJeh97ie99IyEgIBA6oNAk1UyA0B4g0TCL7C6ty11Y0DFbRqHQkdMGcyLuoNEwio7-rctdWNAxW0ah0JHTBnMi7wDQLYEw3QFQGYFgHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXLRgBKiIvNjUyNDYyNDYvdGltZXNvZm1hbHRhLmNvbS9pbmxpbmUyQgUIhY_4L7oXAjgBshgJEgK4UBgCIgEA0BgB6BgBwhkCCAE&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIhrzr3LXVjQMVtGodCR0wZzIuEAEYASAAEgJVGfD_BwE&num=1&sig=AOD64_2X3Lkc3_snPjBvbqnocMaYcMKCng&client=ca-pub-5048598916023593&rf=4&nb=2&adurl=https://www.buddy.hr/webinar%3Fgad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D20877649425%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIhrzr3LXVjQMVtGodCR0wZzIuEAEYASAAEgJVGfD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=ASp5-QAedkVXkBz5ytkHR0ibXRBWRwOQvT2j9h50hVotJNSE5ixRvQQb45T-DStdXj-8r6kDvxLQz7B1foQY6supjhQDp7pM1ziTRwz5QwXyGgN8tc5WczW5Gh6aXUR8vMvnEnKnOP_gXWtWCj2nvTNO1Z_OQFXOrLR7sQCdfddBnwqUAyliN39eqZ3NKYwu72iRmlv_irD1cTvXZ6CQYpHl9kL4mMWDwyvXJLz2K_SdVKIq6y67ObZHnu9Ty6vfhRKjoQstqujyoWcGDoFC_JQSJJYzlgvjp-xTQfksjT5V8YzhEchLGCx0dYwCUqJFiqVoUMO6TDRY1XyOQhX_2igLHqA5Sd5pbAW3VOvCTabf7wIXL2XERqsmv3A468zOLxf6LEfZDZUl20zwSX1fHModEdMfTH69Cm7wycffvH2077zbbad9rcpisXyiig8Zoxld-flw3ytWoPY2JtE76xaBkW4iRhKj4jS_RGh_bJs0S3TRW_HcpoRMfzwWm_mCWiNwLcu-YNvm7ygQ5zYSsd1VHu8zmo8jQtVMmMGNPMoZOer_3I6vo_Q6JKA50ez87Phdz7PtNLmdUeUo839YvItayAlfOpQIkpSpQyX0njmezBuWTC0uefXeM9aUzTm20OXzuJm9imPv5yTltCnVcMA-hnbmGBxYjNcEDu5MDzWS-5dwbPITS3l_y1hOz9bzMUc0iQNqKl8yGmbXghO5_EhkH6PYt5khM_sNpmJsyeyj92luobgfd_GQTRdJpNCSqHW56VOJCxIUsUMxFhRA1ZXwgTYHKz25dq1SA3o-Ap_RkdfAxGlUf7WgZF5rLUzEZoBT7gQ8VYD3VFdhX_ScAhuMWvRrnopJXrpp-euPxqJ4estQBc1wYovYzkXIPkyqv2xU34eujki85Le_mfwzmXv0tuAtvHcg7naMWXL6PJ-qbDNohaCojJS11pcNmvYpd4oJcdum2QVmCG30vJXWvxx5gLIWCb6JUS636bCouCT37k9hknbgWcv9QBO5g9CZUkUDAa6ft8ZekFKzsJJ4WnF7Zk-1sXLiXCl0COO0TaNfi3zIcnCCIudW1z6j47PljRCz2Ty1r8ypGEM9lw0_H62fNk6zJs4iH8LZ-rMYZ5s0wiRgkyAh7N_PniSSKbovoHGzf5hdmPZPDRH1QUamr1f7SNyH5cWIughOVXVAiaUtTJ0h0cc-mOfl6SniBGKGxO94DM9wju1AXKmPAJlYwtNV6lSh-FoblAU-IMaKDPObhN2_g2XwQaw-eZ9SEPpyCpqAvEu1aZEzSBP-nxxQz9L-b8k0VhT2_W1g1AujKYbZ3rZPFRVNdzAKqitRpC-AeGfAo70n7sNLCo2gLoYipA3-NwmvDRb05sxVhKZN055lvJ5mRd48wvjgzTi_KtTKPSIZU45vnqKFCR8ZzVlmjHmzK7YEggZfujTpeFa9bLupIsLXWJZdZpFsjPS6CLTC5Zuh7AjZEaxC0lJGZDKRNmjVcqnYaCpBEGFY1QyQOWZfb77heLEFMQvU1zjxnl9GKySyiHlJ0Jz93QfJZbTnuyyVSGhfQHOUQb5YoUSuspOJxq0jLZhdDpIHUEVFHIfl9d5bRpsRCbtQ__F9GOOM9o0KjDdjOcJRzfRn4tTj_N1JlDooHGeicGI7dS4GQZsmwWUJnUeWq5Rx0CPEdL3uoqe-YiteauP2p3igLLK2nGzSo-Z7shUP0rWme5rzSKZBuOw2lzdycE-4UZ3XmkLUEoE085rC9txTUYxyU6wc6M6T43AaY_2Tt3OLLtutw47TPqAPQtuy9RywVcOzQsB2aYv4Xr7-nqbx4gC8cbjKRGEDdZutgDT_huSCjcoZKEqU9lqfxx-J4sEre3ne3_2OsEg3k0Oq0UvOFoH8szNcPquLX4_VTIi34ZVDfSRJb2Ahef5nzckJ-x2oJff45Xp2rFF-EswqMBG3yEbRCip4jQT7S9fMZMbrA-iJebDf-YxtT_YyH7YB8YefgOtZxsKaErgQwIU6UAkopOLZ-HcpiZuEO8QudSly3q7VfINzLDL2JU8WcDtmXxm1t5HTa0fUzdhvZiQRygncy5iSdAQrj8zhI_0h6zVIFyEigFwkVmLN50kN41tNabL-Q1gby6F3kgv84cMOwTMfATRjdy1z45-0gGWnA5CVlKu2wEQnCWbLaYM64akiD6b-WD4ZFuSrPJDFc4AwvtaCvyGn1gYPA_--B399jU2AqSZPvfKSe6vIX1wjGArth9_2VfWKG1Y&opi=122715837
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=ASp5-QAedkVXkBz5ytkHR0ibXRBWRwOQvT2j9h50hVotJNSE5ixRvQQb45T-DStdXj-8r6kDvxLQz7B1foQY6supjhQDp7pM1ziTRwz5QwXyGgN8tc5WczW5Gh6aXUR8vMvnEnKnOP_gXWtWCj2nvTNO1Z_OQFXOrLR7sQCdfddBnwqUAyliN39eqZ3NKYwu72iRmlv_irD1cTvXZ6CQYpHl9kL4mMWDwyvXJLz2K_SdVKIq6y67ObZHnu9Ty6vfhRKjoQstqujyoWcGDoFC_JQSJJYzlgvjp-xTQfksjT5V8YzhEchLGCx0dYwCUqJFiqVoUMO6TDRY1XyOQhX_2igLHqA5Sd5pbAW3VOvCTabf7wIXL2XERqsmv3A468zOLxf6LEfZDZUl20zwSX1fHModEdMfTH69Cm7wycffvH2077zbbad9rcpisXyiig8Zoxld-flw3ytWoPY2JtE76xaBkW4iRhKj4jS_RGh_bJs0S3TRW_HcpoRMfzwWm_mCWiNwLcu-YNvm7ygQ5zYSsd1VHu8zmo8jQtVMmMGNPMoZOer_3I6vo_Q6JKA50ez87Phdz7PtNLmdUeUo839YvItayAlfOpQIkpSpQyX0njmezBuWTC0uefXeM9aUzTm20OXzuJm9imPv5yTltCnVcMA-hnbmGBxYjNcEDu5MDzWS-5dwbPITS3l_y1hOz9bzMUc0iQNqKl8yGmbXghO5_EhkH6PYt5khM_sNpmJsyeyj92luobgfd_GQTRdJpNCSqHW56VOJCxIUsUMxFhRA1ZXwgTYHKz25dq1SA3o-Ap_RkdfAxGlUf7WgZF5rLUzEZoBT7gQ8VYD3VFdhX_ScAhuMWvRrnopJXrpp-euPxqJ4estQBc1wYovYzkXIPkyqv2xU34eujki85Le_mfwzmXv0tuAtvHcg7naMWXL6PJ-qbDNohaCojJS11pcNmvYpd4oJcdum2QVmCG30vJXWvxx5gLIWCb6JUS636bCouCT37k9hknbgWcv9QBO5g9CZUkUDAa6ft8ZekFKzsJJ4WnF7Zk-1sXLiXCl0COO0TaNfi3zIcnCCIudW1z6j47PljRCz2Ty1r8ypGEM9lw0_H62fNk6zJs4iH8LZ-rMYZ5s0wiRgkyAh7N_PniSSKbovoHGzf5hdmPZPDRH1QUamr1f7SNyH5cWIughOVXVAiaUtTJ0h0cc-mOfl6SniBGKGxO94DM9wju1AXKmPAJlYwtNV6lSh-FoblAU-IMaKDPObhN2_g2XwQaw-eZ9SEPpyCpqAvEu1aZEzSBP-nxxQz9L-b8k0VhT2_W1g1AujKYbZ3rZPFRVNdzAKqitRpC-AeGfAo70n7sNLCo2gLoYipA3-NwmvDRb05sxVhKZN055lvJ5mRd48wvjgzTi_KtTKPSIZU45vnqKFCR8ZzVlmjHmzK7YEggZfujTpeFa9bLupIsLXWJZdZpFsjPS6CLTC5Zuh7AjZEaxC0lJGZDKRNmjVcqnYaCpBEGFY1QyQOWZfb77heLEFMQvU1zjxnl9GKySyiHlJ0Jz93QfJZbTnuyyVSGhfQHOUQb5YoUSuspOJxq0jLZhdDpIHUEVFHIfl9d5bRpsRCbtQ__F9GOOM9o0KjDdjOcJRzfRn4tTj_N1JlDooHGeicGI7dS4GQZsmwWUJnUeWq5Rx0CPEdL3uoqe-YiteauP2p3igLLK2nGzSo-Z7shUP0rWme5rzSKZBuOw2lzdycE-4UZ3XmkLUEoE085rC9txTUYxyU6wc6M6T43AaY_2Tt3OLLtutw47TPqAPQtuy9RywVcOzQsB2aYv4Xr7-nqbx4gC8cbjKRGEDdZutgDT_huSCjcoZKEqU9lqfxx-J4sEre3ne3_2OsEg3k0Oq0UvOFoH8szNcPquLX4_VTIi34ZVDfSRJb2Ahef5nzckJ-x2oJff45Xp2rFF-EswqMBG3yEbRCip4jQT7S9fMZMbrA-iJebDf-YxtT_YyH7YB8YefgOtZxsKaErgQwIU6UAkopOLZ-HcpiZuEO8QudSly3q7VfINzLDL2JU8WcDtmXxm1t5HTa0fUzdhvZiQRygncy5iSdAQrj8zhI_0h6zVIFyEigFwkVmLN50kN41tNabL-Q1gby6F3kgv84cMOwTMfATRjdy1z45-0gGWnA5CVlKu2wEQnCWbLaYM64akiD6b-WD4ZFuSrPJDFc4AwvtaCvyGn1gYPA_--B399jU2AqSZPvfKSe6vIX1wjGArth9_2VfWKG1Y&opi=122715837
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CzH8m6AA_aNaBO8GO9fgP6MyfyQLVkb_4dI-DsuqfEmQQASDfrtUgYNcDoAHc-LPyAsgBAeACAKgDAcgDCKoE-QJP0AezF5MmixyiSLNVhnM7eFhidXuT4h13bveBvxczLe5N7Fu1c2RHDKxSBCLaOGsL_tB5qLpuOjSndKa57FpPEHS_dNlVpmK42ibgGHTfy6dudcY--K-dj4FQEAqsitjbIRIvYCjMHZje7c2_hwQFbQY1dBe2izQPKNPmx1E8vd2eyb2tDMrHUZH3xjWX85iNYsB66yKpImnFiJxuM2Uynpe1C-jiZAjC9yJZR-qd5655ZEtbx6sNtxOw2qLdC52krmt5TTflT54Anm1B4g6NyZpc5hG3TifG_Kaij4FzIHyoY28UTdOZIQbHhimaI2oGLEZd-PRPxzRsSjt1gxwSeoFv1EYCAOBCemtd08GBn27pXeoBAgQJ_1iGhr4hqMatj0n0Mu_YDoeji_Ggxae3MDTrZSlnkfUMeAd_mY2yKvkS610qPeM4nIc_CCo0aa3OfVGSd3zxySmbOKpRDySOhKGkr4MNtJH2P6SER6k4M9WkytT-ibWFs8AEnMz5l8kE4AQBiAWRzJ7jTaAGAoAHjIfMjQGoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHpr4bqAfMzrECqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH4L2xAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB8qpsQKoB-ulsQKoB-qxsQKoB5m1sQKoB763sQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwHSCC8IkeGAcBABGJ0BMgXri4CAIDoOgIABgICAgICUruADoAdIvf3BOliG14ndtdWNA7EJ0AHXGUsjTE2ACgOYCwHICwHaDBAKChCQ0ee4wtG35jkSAgEDqg0CTVTIDQHiDRMI85uK3bXVjQMVQUcdCR1o5icp6g0TCPjBit211Y0DFUFHHQkdaOYnKfANAtgTDdAVAZgWAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcoGAEqJC82NTI0NjI0Ni90aW1lc29mbWFsdGEuY29tL2lucmVhZF9wYroXAjgBshgJEgK4UBgCIgEA0BgB6BgBwhkCCAE&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI1pWL3bXVjQMVQUcdCR1o5icpEAEYASAAEgLx_fD_BwE&num=1&sig=AOD64_0OB4aDFs_heeU48U3bx36fv00ZGw&client=ca-pub-5048598916023593&rf=4&nb=2&adurl=https://www.buddy.hr/webinar%3Fgad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D20877649425%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI1pWL3bXVjQMVQUcdCR1o5icpEAEYASAAEgLx_fD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=ASp5-QCZDXSHy67WJExs5X6c7AszmfHaLvBQn8SnhEylWxUh-A4LJe8OTDisc03xrSGGGjazca8jGpmAoc3toVTFZzmxRerl9AqQbnbzOiZb_UVmrGtldpbOvj3MHTBiBza2VPxDk9Ey3OREOOSI3jSo6RgfHCI9KC-u5iPkgupaue72yvRfdgEZbuw647aZP-O6zB0CTqxpIzJ8nz4q-euuyT9v0bWa9UQtGfzP3mbVgrEfM9SxOnnMn-oXzveRMge2xVlEk0dH32HAYmJQtYooyYelB_NsNmBAtjamsZXn6FxXqM5zy3YSb_ntPjLQ7kWnkeg1bW76DdxorkgTvSI5BF2yyfDS_rFOEuzD1mPSWlHc6heFlgo8fihfEHy4h_AB2vZP_l6tZ7G4wQZRlF42WMv-jvbFwYU3-29OKyvhSCK1ujVS1QBifjg7CCv82BPyckSmib3wyjxuy-a5U03JmD8qwcCErsHs_LLOyS7IzVGgstsofYZw_WkCF0PlN6ns8ovVjAh3VFzbAdyuQYcGdUB1KCIPF2pUpUTmOoeuNKB9osUA6SkbQXo2mNEHSeZ9ZLB8Y9J5nu_jLi3H9ksIKYBp42pQn2PvTPdL0cM2Y6akZ3xg7kslcIC3MOiJ5WUsaQdtAFq4op_6ObSiEo518mK18AX5VAZMpHLzCGFljc7Pjxy_ndI_AGxOVL-JMFdIeP6pJw92cJyTv6OxVT1JyJ__mQrTMpERDyM0tHLbjESa75YHdb38HJVxa_Dn74XeT2ts_yACjkNWzdjt-2SE_Uj1XhNcJQ_e5G69aM61KWZ0eK_3yZVcPpUntfMFVYUtlaRSETKV-BWihw-izvjSKftspg7NEa55wMUxRYXYRoF5BpUUzXxYfdTdinvIrAWuq1HJ1Xzxe0tQcZZt9SBA9hbCIa82yumDKh7jTRpbzTF2fuzy89eE45IMSU9Arit-rvckJQZC2NIbQCz_UwRx4dHrGlmWeVxhLZksroQJ6ASe8ZgG-2ceBMYPGV3K9L-WBrLpwqrM4CsMZNQ-RpvvmZOJEF7-8LQbp6wbAsfFFnbCJKEQGqTmo2xUR5zA1iK0EDuLWOeF7bGRecuoNeTQthp1excYWlKnQe5HQZDQgoLdMxIVl-NI9ZJJwUbnWypXGSsqRJIZJDDe-Dv87yV85zbBzDyWDHVM0KoBG_3lGMgJiqdO-mnj3TKSWvt5ajFOcucbcRM3BKHCb3wJeF1NVly_L-PM8OfVqjM9KagCNQL9PE6qyLLSskUQ0S0QWACIuucAuXpYHnmAG8KhuW6jo_V_lLxSF-90zgDeQZiagVJLLbZ2NXazL4ihAPK5DTcWC93vlRT4_78YEstUpLsG8A9GyLFzlc9pUxh8TyNOr3_7WWpwNsrLHlhlGm0P4W_fLxIgsotHka-dlXplKupvwgikFmU9_imE9Qr62L5c5KFgBicED4pD_jYYZuscE1zkBUzyTD7qdJs1qA5P-ibix4cdd1RgJekcqwoRhUaQHhwKUTBYoRqql4xOCyhxW7A3f9hyMHEosk6zls8jyrPFkXpptufYi1lizg_8v5KXO4fiSnqM6w7usixH5WiQLuv5y8xjq9noN78oVRc3yRlnbLWvYqEAkgHWj9Gki9O8T3JapDFPrB5i56AX4y3O0ztlgKFSlcr-YyToeyE1WJCOnQGgBOXU6XSwOI1Vq3fIeUGCPXZJ2IgSayWXalaJ3XBqK2VtFT6CsN0wZ47FRPIAEHHjX4OUCcTFDCRwuvZH3RfkBzLvw2zu4VzuYBIyv8Dk-RsDZUur25zNof8f2_KpJGCtc7MQKO90NEy6W2CbAI_7saHFKnjU-hcPPms0lj39BWSjZq2ts4TKEd-cZPIl2PTgUrAMDo14jBJm9YfJu-QwQq0QE3UQyZbYueaO5KKVfkNH50rgBsuF0SltaspTUVb5s3kj8RcHkIz2yrTYE-FTB72NKbBEz4U4fv-33vPtE91L50hwtVNnlzTSiZ64OgGs-PIGpB88iDydzQF8X3W9WM8Q3E-sLnPGdRkYVSkI2zJCNMVVePWLvE3ZEhxASJu1WL7WqaZ24Jy0VsxqFd2zbqru0e3e0InPys2CRR7lLIJkjeJYHVJGxujJHT3goZApTxXOW9Z3EsOTwf-O85m907zTJR6snJgo4Zwi5yl9RBEeRxJx6aeG8W-Hw2SImaOxd0AB14WL9jZ0cWmdZ5SQoK_axcxYGmMrkxR51OAqIK3POQkgfQ&opi=122715837
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=ASp5-QCZDXSHy67WJExs5X6c7AszmfHaLvBQn8SnhEylWxUh-A4LJe8OTDisc03xrSGGGjazca8jGpmAoc3toVTFZzmxRerl9AqQbnbzOiZb_UVmrGtldpbOvj3MHTBiBza2VPxDk9Ey3OREOOSI3jSo6RgfHCI9KC-u5iPkgupaue72yvRfdgEZbuw647aZP-O6zB0CTqxpIzJ8nz4q-euuyT9v0bWa9UQtGfzP3mbVgrEfM9SxOnnMn-oXzveRMge2xVlEk0dH32HAYmJQtYooyYelB_NsNmBAtjamsZXn6FxXqM5zy3YSb_ntPjLQ7kWnkeg1bW76DdxorkgTvSI5BF2yyfDS_rFOEuzD1mPSWlHc6heFlgo8fihfEHy4h_AB2vZP_l6tZ7G4wQZRlF42WMv-jvbFwYU3-29OKyvhSCK1ujVS1QBifjg7CCv82BPyckSmib3wyjxuy-a5U03JmD8qwcCErsHs_LLOyS7IzVGgstsofYZw_WkCF0PlN6ns8ovVjAh3VFzbAdyuQYcGdUB1KCIPF2pUpUTmOoeuNKB9osUA6SkbQXo2mNEHSeZ9ZLB8Y9J5nu_jLi3H9ksIKYBp42pQn2PvTPdL0cM2Y6akZ3xg7kslcIC3MOiJ5WUsaQdtAFq4op_6ObSiEo518mK18AX5VAZMpHLzCGFljc7Pjxy_ndI_AGxOVL-JMFdIeP6pJw92cJyTv6OxVT1JyJ__mQrTMpERDyM0tHLbjESa75YHdb38HJVxa_Dn74XeT2ts_yACjkNWzdjt-2SE_Uj1XhNcJQ_e5G69aM61KWZ0eK_3yZVcPpUntfMFVYUtlaRSETKV-BWihw-izvjSKftspg7NEa55wMUxRYXYRoF5BpUUzXxYfdTdinvIrAWuq1HJ1Xzxe0tQcZZt9SBA9hbCIa82yumDKh7jTRpbzTF2fuzy89eE45IMSU9Arit-rvckJQZC2NIbQCz_UwRx4dHrGlmWeVxhLZksroQJ6ASe8ZgG-2ceBMYPGV3K9L-WBrLpwqrM4CsMZNQ-RpvvmZOJEF7-8LQbp6wbAsfFFnbCJKEQGqTmo2xUR5zA1iK0EDuLWOeF7bGRecuoNeTQthp1excYWlKnQe5HQZDQgoLdMxIVl-NI9ZJJwUbnWypXGSsqRJIZJDDe-Dv87yV85zbBzDyWDHVM0KoBG_3lGMgJiqdO-mnj3TKSWvt5ajFOcucbcRM3BKHCb3wJeF1NVly_L-PM8OfVqjM9KagCNQL9PE6qyLLSskUQ0S0QWACIuucAuXpYHnmAG8KhuW6jo_V_lLxSF-90zgDeQZiagVJLLbZ2NXazL4ihAPK5DTcWC93vlRT4_78YEstUpLsG8A9GyLFzlc9pUxh8TyNOr3_7WWpwNsrLHlhlGm0P4W_fLxIgsotHka-dlXplKupvwgikFmU9_imE9Qr62L5c5KFgBicED4pD_jYYZuscE1zkBUzyTD7qdJs1qA5P-ibix4cdd1RgJekcqwoRhUaQHhwKUTBYoRqql4xOCyhxW7A3f9hyMHEosk6zls8jyrPFkXpptufYi1lizg_8v5KXO4fiSnqM6w7usixH5WiQLuv5y8xjq9noN78oVRc3yRlnbLWvYqEAkgHWj9Gki9O8T3JapDFPrB5i56AX4y3O0ztlgKFSlcr-YyToeyE1WJCOnQGgBOXU6XSwOI1Vq3fIeUGCPXZJ2IgSayWXalaJ3XBqK2VtFT6CsN0wZ47FRPIAEHHjX4OUCcTFDCRwuvZH3RfkBzLvw2zu4VzuYBIyv8Dk-RsDZUur25zNof8f2_KpJGCtc7MQKO90NEy6W2CbAI_7saHFKnjU-hcPPms0lj39BWSjZq2ts4TKEd-cZPIl2PTgUrAMDo14jBJm9YfJu-QwQq0QE3UQyZbYueaO5KKVfkNH50rgBsuF0SltaspTUVb5s3kj8RcHkIz2yrTYE-FTB72NKbBEz4U4fv-33vPtE91L50hwtVNnlzTSiZ64OgGs-PIGpB88iDydzQF8X3W9WM8Q3E-sLnPGdRkYVSkI2zJCNMVVePWLvE3ZEhxASJu1WL7WqaZ24Jy0VsxqFd2zbqru0e3e0InPys2CRR7lLIJkjeJYHVJGxujJHT3goZApTxXOW9Z3EsOTwf-O85m907zTJR6snJgo4Zwi5yl9RBEeRxJx6aeG8W-Hw2SImaOxd0AB14WL9jZ0cWmdZ5SQoK_axcxYGmMrkxR51OAqIK3POQkgfQ&opi=122715837

feel completely lost. A well-bred, morally upright person will try to get the facts right
before expressing an opinion, and avoid using words in a slipshod manner (13.3).

Do not impose on others what you yourself do not desire

In conversation or at a meeting, you should neither say too little nor too much. “Say
what is necessary to make your point, and leave it at that” (15.41). “If a person is able to
recite three hundred poems by heart but cannot express themselves clearly when
asked to rule, or answer questions on their own when on a diplomatic mission, despite
their knowledge, what kind of help can they offer?” (13.5).

Confucius considered poetry, ritual and music as playing a crucial role in his followers’
education. “Raise yourself up with poetry. Establish yourself with ritual. Complete
yourself with music” (8.8). Poetry stimulates the imagination, teaches friendliness,
tolerance and restraint, improves the reader’s vocabulary, and leads to a better
understanding of the human condition by giving the mind “keener eyes”. The master
told his son, “Unless you learn the Odes, you won’t be able to speak” (16.13). The Odes

were the first collection of poetry in ancient China.

Ritual helps people acquire psychological stability, while performing and listening to

harmonious music refines the spirit and accompanies people on their way to virtue.

Confucius strongly believed that the moral transformation of society depended on the
example of its leaders. He compared the influence of the morally upright individual on

the rest of the population to the way the wind blows on grass, forcing it to bend
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(12.19). If a social superior behaves righteously, “the common people will all comply
(13.4).

One should not breach righteousness for profit, nor try to curry favour with the rich
and powerful. Confucius taught by example. Rather than act against righteousness, he
preferred to eat coarse rice, drink nothing but water, and sleep using his arm as a
pillow. For him, wealth and glory, if not rightfully acquired, were just a passing cloud
(7.16).

Controlling subjects by law and fear of punishment will make them stay out of trouble,
but they will have no sense of shame. It is only if they are guided by virtue that they

will have a sense of shame and, moreover, reform themselves (2.3).

As Giuffre says in the introduction to his translation, the significance of the views put
forward by Confucius in the Analects reaches far beyond the context of their genesis in
ancient China. The salient themes of his philosophy still feature prominently on the
agenda of today’s moral and political debate.



These include his portrayal of the fully active and socially engaged moral person, his
passion for education, his critique of the behaviour of rulers, and his vision of a

harmonious, morally ordered society.

Confucius strongly believed in the bonds that exist, or should exist, between
individuals and the community of which they form part. Though he could tolerate
those who, like Daoist hermits, removed themselves from the rest of society to lead a
secluded form of existence, this was clearly not the kind of life he would recommend

to his students.

For him, persons are fully embedded in society, and the individuals who deserve the
highest praise are those who work for the welfare of others.

In his rhythmic use of the Maltese language, Giuffre succeeds in conveying the
thoughts of the original work elegantly and idiomatically. His extended commentaries
place the Analects in their proper historical context and offer convincing interpretation
when their meaning is not immediately clear. Scholars as well as a wider spectrum of
non-specialists will be delighted to add this book to their collection of translations of

classical texts into Maltese.



