Teddy

Nadia Mifsud

22.03.16, 14:35

Ma kontx il boghod wisq miz-zurziega. Langas kien hemm giex metri, nahlef.
“Sinjura, fejn kont gieghda waqt li bintek Lara kienet fuq iz-zurziega?”
"Kont bilgieghda fuqg bank!

"X'kont ged taghmel fuq il-bank, Sinjura?”

"Kont ged naghti tixrob liz-zghira”

“Sewwa. U Lara? Kont attenta x'’kienet ged taghmel sadanittant?”

“Iva. Kelli ghajnejja fugha kwazi I-hin kollu ... hlief ghal dak il-mument
ckejken. Imbaghad, ma nafx, gisu gara kollox f'dagga’

"Tista'tghidilna x'gara?”

“Lara kienet ged tistenna wara tifla ohra dagsha biex tinzel miz-zurzieqa.
Jien kont ged naghti tixrob lil ohtha u Lara bdiet ixxejjirli. Imbaghad tbaxxejt
biex ingib il-glejba minn taht il-pushchair ghax iz-zghira kienet kwazi lestiet
tixrob u ridt infewwaqgha ... Lara bdiet tghajjatli biex naraha tizzerzag. Imma
hekk kif ghollejt rasi, rajtha niezla ghal rasha minn hemm fuqg ghal isfel.
Ovvjament inhsadt u gomt nigri. Imma ma hagthiex ..."

“Jigifieri ma rajtx kif wagghet minn fuq iz-zurziega ...

“Le, kien ghad kelli rasi baxxuta dak il-hin. Wara, imma, waqt li kont ged
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indur b'Lara, kien hemm mara li qalet i rat lit-tifel ta’warajha jimbuttaha ..."

"Jimbuttaha?”

“Iva, hekk qgalet. Li ezatt wara Lara, kien hemm tifel ikbar minnha u mibni
sew,umetarahaqgedtistennienibiexinhares,imbuttahafil-genb biexjagbizha.
Lara tilfet il-bilan¢ u waqghet mill-genb taz-zurzieqga!

‘Imma int ma rajt xejn minn dan kollu ...

“Le’

‘U t-tifel ma tafx min hu?”

“Le’

“Kienet ilha tghajjatlek Lara biex thares lejha?”

“Le. Kif ghidt I-ewwel, gisu kollox gara f'sekonda. Sa fejn naf jien, kulma
ghaijtitli darbtejn”

“Imbaghad? X'gara wara li waqghet Lara?”

"Heqq, imbaghad mort nigri ghal hdejha. Kelli z-zghira ghadha
magabbda ma’ sidri. B'xorti tajba, kien hemm omm ohra u ghenitni
ngajjem lil Lara. Lara kienet wi¢cha mal-art u kienet ged tibki hafna.
Tghidx x'gatgha hadt meta ghollejnielha wiccha u rajtid-demm. Hsibtha
kisret xi sinna, imma mbaghad indunajna li kellha gasma zghira fuq
xoffitha. Fug ghajnejha x-xellugija kellha gasma ohra ikbar u wkoll kien
hiereg id-demm.”

“Lil din l-omm li ghenitek tafha?”

“Le’

"Ma kontx tafha ..."

“Le, gatt ma kont rajtha gabe

"Kien hemm xi hadd tafu dakinhar il-bandli?”

"Ftit gabel ma waqgghet Lara kien hemm wahda mill-girien tieghi, imma
kienet lehget telget dak il-hin”

“Jigifieri fil-hin li fih sehh I-incident ma kien hemm hadd iehor li kont taf?”

“Le!

“Kien hemm hafna nies il-bandli fil-hin tal-incident?”

|n

“Issa sew! Forsi kien hemm sitt adulti u ghaxart itfal b'’kollox. Bejn wiehed
u iehor. Ma gghadtx nghoddhom, x'kull wahda!”

“Sinjura, jekk joghgbok ... Ahna ged nistagsuk dawn il-mistogsijiet biex
nippruvaw nifhmu x'gara ezatt.
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“Li nista’ nghid hu li ftit kien fadal nies. Il-bicca I-kbira kienu telqu ghax
kienet nizlet ix-xemx u kien beda jaga’I-frisk.”

“Tajjeb. X'ghamilt meta indunajt li Lara kellha d-demm?”

"Heqq, bdejt nipprova nikkalmaha ghax kienet gieghda tirtoghod bil-
gatgha u ma setghetx tiegaf tibki. U I-hin kollu bdejt nghidilha ma tmissx
mohhha ghax idejha ma kinux indaf. Imbaghad wahda mara tatni maktur
tal-karti mbill fl-ilma biex nimshilha I-ferita”

“U t-tarbija?”

"Iz-zghira kienet ghadha f'idi. B'wahda kont ged inzomm lilha u bl-ohra
bdejt nimsah mohh Lara u jdejha ..."

“Kemm kienet kbira I-ferita?”

“Dagshekk, ara, gisu xi zewq centimetri jew harira aktar”

“Sewwa. X'gara wara, Sinjura?”

“Dikil-mara likienet ghenitninerfa'lil Lara gabitli pakkett tissues u galtli biex
naghfas bil-maktur fuq il-ferita biex forsijieqaf id-demm. Lil Lara tajtha maktur
u ghidtilha taghmel I-istess fug xoffitha. Imma d-demm beda jimpressjonaha
u ma bdietx taghti kasi ... Meta rajt li d-demm ta’' fug mohhha ma wagafx,
gtajtha li ahjar immur l-emergenza I-isptar biex jaraw kellhiex bzonn punti.”

“U allura bgajt sejra l-isptar?”

“Iva!

Niftakarni nisma’ mara ohra minn xi mkien warajja tghid: “Kieku jien,
nehodha ghand it-tabib l-ewwel." U jien il-hmara ma tajthiex widen! Ghandi
ghali se mmut. Imma dak il-hin deherli li jekk immur ghand it-tabib u jispic¢a
jibghatnighall-puntil-isptarxorta wahda, aktar kont se nitlefhin. Uallura mort
dritt I-isptar ... hekk jew hekk, bit-tube zewg stazzjonijiet kulma kien hemm.

Bilkemm nista’ nemmen li gieghda f'ghassa tal-pulizija nwiegeb dal-
mistogsijiet kollha.

Bilkemm nista’ nemmen dak kollu li gara f'dawn I-ahhar erbat ijiem. Kif
sempli¢i waggha spiccat qalbitli hajti ta’ taht fug. Kif sitt punti wassluni
ghal dan I-interrogatorju dagslikieku kont kriminali. Le, intervista galuli biex
insejhilha. Interrogatorju, Sinjura, tintuza ghal dawk mixlija b'xi delitt. U jien
ma kkommettejt I-ebda delitt. Sa fejn naf jien. Imma allura ghalfejn ged
thedduni i se tiehdu lit-tfal? Le, Sinjura, m'ahniex nhedduk. Mela spjegawli
ftit jekk joghgobkom. Spjegawli kif incident genwin ged jigi uzat biex fuqu
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tinbena allegazzjoni li m'iniex omm tajba u li nista’nkun ta'periklu ghal uliedi.
Ghax hekk ged issostnu, li jien naf inkun periklu ghal uliedi aktar il quddiem.
Sinjura, setghet weggghet sew Lara meta waqgghet. Iva, veru. lva, kien missni
bgajt hdejn iz-zurzieqa ghal li jista’jkun, avolja mhix I-ewwel darba li niZlitha
wahedha. Jew forsikien missnighidtilha mmorrulurad-dar metarajtliz-zghira
gabadha I-ghatx. X'fettilli?

Fettilli npoggi fug I-egreb bank i sibt, minghalija se nkun nista’nredda’liz-
zghira bil-kwiet u nhalli lill-kbira tilghab nagr'ohra. Wara kollox, kulma konna
ilna l-bandli kwarta u ma kellix aptit nirriskja li Lara taghmilli xenata tal-babaw
u nispi¢c¢a nimxiha sad-dar bit-tarbija twerzaq bl-ghatx fil-pushchair u ohtha
tnewwah u tkaxkar sagajha u timmutettja biex ma nzommilhiex idha. Hsibtni
se nevita battikata ... minflok, spicca waga's-sema fuq rasi.

27.03.16,18:52

Qabdu u gew u haduhom. Hekk, cumm bumm. Tliet pulizija gishom tliet
golfijiet u ragel iehor mis-servizzi so¢jali. Riedu jafu ghalfejn it-telefown ma
wegibtux dil-gimgha, ghalfejn ma tajtx kas il-messaggi li hallewli biex niehu
t-tfal f'¢entru apposta sakemm is-servizzi socjali jiddeciedu x'inhu |-ahjar
ghalihom. Sinjura, ma hallejtilniex ghazla ohra, galuli. Ikkalma, Sinjura, jekk
tirrezistijkollna nehdukl-ghassa. Ar'hemm hej! Xjippretendu? Tghid x jaghmlu
huma kieku kellu jmur xi hadd f'darhom u jehdilhom lil uliedhom? Jogoghdu
c¢icci bilgieghda, jghidulu hudhom hi la tridhom ghax ahna m'ghandniex
x'nambuhom? Mhux hekk tghid! Mhux lahmi dawk jew? Minni hargu. Lili biss
ghandhom. U jien lilhom biss ghandi. Kemm jien ¢ug, jahasral Kien missni
ma ftahtx. Missni gbadt u tlagt xi mkien bihom it-tnejn wara I-“intervista” Xi
mkien'ilboghod. Xi mkien fejn ma jsibunix. Trid tkun bla galb biex tiehu tarbija
ta'hames gimghat ghadha mgabbda ma’sider ommha. Hasbuha pupa tac-
carruta, ghandikun, mhux hlejga tad-demm u I-laham! Issa kif se jaghmlu biex
jitimghuha? U |-kbira, min se jikkalmaha? Min se jispjegalha? X'se jghidulha?

Ghandi mohhi zgassat. Fi grizmejja hemm imwahhla lehga ikbar u itgal
minn kantun. Kull nifs gisu selha. Sforz I-ghajjat li ghajjatt forsi. Irridhom lura.
Tuhomlilura.Tunilura l-wi¢¢imbaccac taz-zghira, subghajhazghar,imnehirha
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tant gustuz. Tuni lura I-ghajnejn imqgarba tal-kbira, id-dahqga ferrihija taghha,
ix-xoffa li ddendel meta tkun trid tixtieq xi haga u nghidilha le. Tuni lura
s-shana, ir-riha taz-zghira, I-imlusa ta' haddha ma’ haddi. Tuni lura I-frattarija
tal-Hadd filghaxija meta jasal hin il-banju u I-kbira ddum siegha taparsi ged
tizbarazza I-gugarelli mifruxa mas-salott kollu. Das-skiet mhux f'loku. ll-bahh
gedjinfidlirasi,jghaffiglisidri,jinfirexfl-istonku. Ara nagra, anke t-Teddy tal-kbira
hallew hawn, mixhut fl-art hdejn is-sufan! It-Teddy li tant thobb, li ilu maghha
minn day one. It-Teddy li issa saret issejjahlu Ted ghax “m'ghadhiex baby” he;j.
Iggorru maghha kullimkien. II-hin kollu ssefseffih. Gabitu zibel,imma allahares
nahsilulha ghax tghidli issa gie jinten. Kull darba tgeddsu, kwazi tghaffgu
maghha, meta jasal hin I-irgad. Dejjem tfaggaghlu I-bews ghal kull haga ta’
xejn. Probabbli wagghalha meta I-pulizija mar biex jerfaghha hi u tiggranfa
mal-qgalza tieghi wagqt i jien kont ged nitkarrab mar-ragel tas-servizzi socjali
biex forsi tigih hiniena minni u minn uliedi. lkkalma, Sinjura. Taghmilhiex aktar
difficli ghat-tfal. Kif nista’nibga’kalma? Haduli kulma kelli u m'ghandix idea xi
hsara stajt ghamilt biex haggni kastig bhal dan.

28.03.16,00:15

lI-halib ged jingema'u sidriged jintefah bil-minuti. Qed jibbies. Ga ged iwegga.
Bhal dal-hin, suppost ga rgajt tajtha tixrob. Tghid ged tibki? X'se jaghmlu
jekk ma tkunx trid il-bottle? Ghadha gatt ma hadet bottle. Ghadni ma nistax
nemmen. Ma nistax nifhem ... Il-mistogsijiet ged jergghu jingemghu f'mohhi
u ghajnejja ged jergghu jixxarrbu. Anke I-flokk ged jixxarrab. [l-halib hiereg
wahdu, u mieghu hierga galbi, hergin fwiedi, hierga tharhira mganzha minn
giegh grizmejja, minn fond dal-gisem ifur bir-rabja, bin-niket, bit-telfa.

30.03.16, 08:36
Nghaggelkemm niflah lejn I-istejg li ma tmurx tal-linja jfettlilha tghaddi gabel

iI-hin. Ma rridx nipprovdilhom skuza ohra biex jehduli t-tfal. Ma rridhomx
jghiduliniginaga'u ngum minn uliedi, ghax kieku x'inhi r-ragunili wasalt tard,
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Sinjura? Nispera li jhalluni naghtihulha t-Teddy lil Lara. Kulm'ghandi saghtejn
maghhom. Saghtejn tliet darbiet fil-gimgha fil-prezenza ta’ assistenta socjali
li se tkun ged tizen u tiehu nota ta'kull kelma, kull gest, kull mossa.

"Sorry, Ma ..."

“Ta’xiex, hanini?”

“Talli gghadt imgarba. Ghalhekk gabuna hawn, hux?”

Iz-zghira ged ticcaglag f'dirghajja, ixxammem il-flokk, tghawweg
ghongha, taghti b'sagajha, xufftejha jfittxu s-sider li s-soltu jitmaghha. Minn
halgha hergin hsejjes irgag. Qed jagbadha I-ghatx. Jew forsi, bi stint kwazi
annimalesk, sempliciment gharfet ir-rina tieghi. Kwazi nista’ nhoss il-halib
gej. Nissikka snieni gabel ma jerga'jiblaghni |-vojt. Tghid fil-fajl se jiktbu li ma
nafx nipprepara bottle?

Nixtieq nista’ nerga’ ndahhalhom it-tnejn li huma go hobbi, go zaqqi,
go gufi. Biex hadd, HADD - |-ebda assistenta socjali, I-ebda pulizija, I-ebda
magistrat, langas ir-Regina nfisha — ma jkun jista’ jehodhomli. Biex ma jkollix
ghalfejn nitlag u nhallihom ma'dan-nies barranin lilangas jafu akka dwarhom.

Ma nistax nibki. Jekk nibki, ma jhallunix nerga’ nigi narahom. Ghax hekk
jghidu r-regoli. Ir-regoli ta’min jaf min. Ir-regoli li suppost geghdin hemm biex
jipprotegullil uliedi mill-hsara li potenzjalment nista'naghmlilhom bi kliemi u/
jew b'ghemili. Jehtieglinogghod attenta kif nithaddet mal-assistenta socjali i
ma tmurx tikteb f'dakil-fajl lighandha f'idhali ged nehodha kontra kelmitha, li
gedinhaggagha maghha, lim'iniex ged nikkopera. Jehtieglinogghod attenta
xi nghid man-nies dwar x'inhu jigrili u fejn hadu lil uliedi nkella ghandhom
dritt bil-ligi Ii jarrestawni. Diga avzawni. U tawni ezempji wkoll ta" genituri i
spiccaw il-habs ghax marru jpecilqu mal-media. Mitejn persuna u fughom
jispiccaw arrestati kull sena talli ma jobdux I-istruzzjonijiet tal-Qorti. Mhux
Cajta, Sinjura. Le, mhix cajta. Farsa fahxija. Kummiedja tal-wahx.

Dankollughaxdakinhartal-ahhar ultrasound l-isptar infgajt nibki.”"Wahdek,
Sinjura?”stagsietni t-tabiba. U jien infgajt nibki. Ghax Owen kien ilu gimgha li
telagumakellixahbaru. Owen.Minn dejjem nafu gisu ghandul-labar. Jogmos
meta jhossu ged jinghalaq f'kaxxa. Jien u Lara u t-tarbija li kienet waslet biex
titwieled konna sirna I-kaxxa. Kaxxa zghira wisq biex tesa’lilu wkoll. U telag.
Mill-bidu nett xi haga go fija kienet tehbirni li xi darba se jitlag. Hallieni gisni
ras maqtugha. U ta’ belha li jien, hsibt li nista’ niftah galbi u nferra’ f'widnejn
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simpati¢i mgar ftit mill-hsibijiet li kienu ged itaggluli mohhi. U ghax gaghdet
tismaghni, kien minghalijaliged taghdirni u komplejt niftah u nfettah —kemm
kont ged inhossni wahdi, kemm kont ged inhossni ghajjiena, tant u tant
ghajjiena. “Forsitista'tigiommok mieghek dakinhar li tkun se twelled?” Ommi?
Ommi nehhiet ruhha blidejha meta jien kelli hmistax. Belghet kull pinnola [i
kellna d-dar u bagghet sejra ghand Alla. Is-swidija kienet nifdet sal-angas
millimetru ta’mohhha u l-uniku dawl li setghet tara kien dak tad-dinja |-ohra.

Minn hemm 1+1. Minn hemm beda jinhema s-suspett li forsi ma kontx
l-ahjar persuna biex niehu hsieb ta'wliedi minhabba d-dghufija psikologika u
emozzjonali li kont ninsab fiha. Forsi ma kontx se nkampa wahdi. Aghar minn
hekk, forsi xi darba kont se nitlef rasi kif kienet tilfitha ommi. U s-sitt punti ta’
Lara kienu bizzejjed biex tingata's-sentenza u taqga’l-kundanna.

U issa I-assistenta socjali ged tghidli li ahjar jekk lil Lara ma jaghtuhulhiex
it-Teddy. Ghall-gid taghha, Sinjura. Biex ma tibgax marbuta mal-imghoddi
u mat-trawma li kellha tghaddi minnha. Biex tkun tista’ tibda kapitlu gdid
kemm jista’jkun malajr.

Skont it-Tagsima 31 tac-Children Act 1989, I-awtoritajiet socjali tar-Renju Unit
huma fid-dmir li jnehhu tfal minuri minn familthom minghajr il-kunsens tal-
genituri jekk ikun hemm suspett li dawn tal-ahhar huma jew jistghu jkunu
ta’” dannu ghal uliedhom. Skont sorsi mhux ufficjali, eluf ta’ tfal jittiehdu minn
familthom kull sena u jitpoggew ghall-addozzjoni minhabba riskju potenzjali fil-
gejjieni ta’ hsara fughom min-naha tal-genituri. Kull sena, numru sostanzjali ta’
nisa tqal geghdin jaghZzlu i jitilgu mir-Renju Unit biex jevitaw li t-tarbija taghhom
tittehdilhom mat-twelid.
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