Needles and Pins

Trevor Zahra

Malli saru jafu li kienu gejjin Malta Mike Pender u Wayne Fontana, Dave Berry
u Brian Poole, biex jaghtu superkuncert b'muzika tas-sittinijiet, minnufih
iddecidew lijagtghu biljett. Kif gatt setghu jitilfu opportunita unika bhal din?
Zghozithom kienet ged issejhilhom mic-cpar tal-imghoddi.

It-tinda kienet ippakkjata. Erba’ fillieri lura minnhom lemhet lil xi hadd
ixejrilhom.

“lii Madonna, langas kont gharafthom!” galtlu wara li nxtehtu bilgieghda.
“Carmen u Frankie. Dagsiex saret!”

“Zgur li huma?”

“Mela min? Rajtu 'l Frankie kif tfartas ghalkollox?”

“Bhalil”

“Anzi inti fadallek erba’ zajbriet!”

Tinda tqila bil-piz ta' nofs seklu, b'arlogg kbir itektek I-artrite. Tinda tostor
irjus bojod gotna, gliezet size 58, u pancieri jitganzhu ghalxejn. Tinda |i taf
tahbi u tkennen. Fdagga wahda nstemghet muzika gawwija, id-dwal bdew
iteptpuy, il-palk imtela duhhan u minn goc-cpar tfacca ragel liebes l-iswed,
xuxa bajda twila sa ghonqu u zagqu mqgabbza 'l barra minn fug i¢-¢intorin.

“Hi there folks. 'm Wayne Fontana!”

Hatfetil-ktejjeb tal-programm minnidejn zewgha u bdiet tgallbu bil-heffa.
Tfacca jitbissmilha Wayne Fontana black and white mill-abbiss ta’ hamsin
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sena... Mike Pender u I-bgija. Imma tghid ghalfejn gabu dawn ir-ritratti fil-
ktejjeb? X'riedu juru sewwasew ... il-glorja tal-passat jew il-herba taz-zmien?
Ghalfejn fil-ktejjeb urewhom I-original wagt li fuq il-palk ipprezentawlhom
karikatura? Ghalget il-ktejjeb bis-sabta u xehtitu lura f'idejn zewgha. Izda hekk
kif semghet I-ewwel versi ta’'Love Potion no.9' hasset ghajnejha jinfethu
u galbha thabbat bil-ghagla. lva, dan kien hu ... I-istess Wayne Fontana ta’
zghozitha. L-istess kisra fil-lehen. L-istess tnehida. L-arlogg tregga'’lura f'salt u
t-tinda dabet. Sabet ruhhafir-ringielata'wara nett tal-Upper Savoy iddug bewsa
goffa b'tahlita ta' passjoni u paniku, meta hassitu jagbdilha sidirha minn fuq
il-libsa...imwerwra lima jmurxjinduna bit-tajjar li kienet deffset fil-bra. Xorbot
il-foga tas-sigarretti u I-hoss tal-magna tat-talkies tqarmec fug rashom. Kienu
daggewlhom ‘Love Potion n0.9" gabel ma beda dak il-film li ghadha sal-lum
ma tafx dwar xiex kien. U hu sab ruhu bilwiegfa fuq il-bankina fi Strada Rjali,
sewwasew biswit il-Coliseum, flimkien ma’ Freddie Sammut u Mike I-Landa,
jaraw it-tfajliet jippassiggaw quddiemhom, waqt li Freddie jinfexx jidghi minn
taht l-ilsien ghax Jane mhix thares lejh.

Issat-tinda ged tivvibra. Malli semghullil Brian Poole ikanta Twistand Shout'
ilkoll gamu bilwiegfa u dawkfir-ringieli ta'’quddiem hargu jizfnu. Sninilu kienu
zifnuha jonfhu bl-ec¢itament. Hu kien zifinha b'nifsu maqgtugh bit-tama li waqt
ic-caqglig, Pat tkun tista’ tapprezza I-gakketta tal-crushed velvet li kien zanzan
u l-gmis bil-frilli bhal ta’ Brian Jones tar-Rolling Stones. U hi kienet ghamlet
imhatra ma’ Kitty li tohrog tizfen ma’Lino li kien ghadu kemm gata’ xaghru
bhalta'Ringo Star. Qed tisma't-thaxwix tal-mini-skirt italian pink li kienet libset
bil-mohbi tommha u t-tights bdisinji psikadeli¢i, meta gaddha kien irgaq
minn koxxitha I-leminija tal-lum. Issa regghu ged jizfnu b'nifishom magtugh
ghax filghodu hu nesa jiehu I-Amlodipine tal-pressjoni u hi waslilha I-hin li
tidlek koxxitha bil-Fastum Gel. Ahjarikantalhom xi wahda slow bhal'Someone!

Tal-angas wasal l-intervall u jistghu jistriehu. It-tinda kwazi tbattlet ...imma
wara |-bibien tal-latrini hemm kju ma jispicca gatt u t-tieni parti se jkollha
tibda nofs siegha tard.

Huma u sejrin lura d-dar gaghdu jghidu lil xulxin li dik kienet muzika li
ma tmut gatt, muzika tassew; li din tal-lum mhix hlief kakofonija ta'hsejjes u
li langas biss taf x'inhi lirika. Minnufih hu nfexx ikanta:
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When I'm feeling blue, all | have to do

Is take a look at you, then I'm not so blue

U hi wegbitu:

When you're close to me, | can feel your heart beat
I'can hear you breathing in my ear ...

U flimkien komplew:

Wouldn't you agree,

Baby you and me,

We've got a groovy kind of love!

Waslu lura d-dar ghajjenin uwara li hidilketil-Fastum Gel u libset in-net f'rasha
biex xagharha jibqghalha tajjeb sal-ghada ... u wara li hu ha I-Amlodipine li
kien nesa filghodu u pogga d-dentatura go tazza ilma fietel flimkien ma’
pillola Fizz-It, dahlu fis-sodda u trekknu ma’ xulxin. Dawret drieghha ma’
gaddu u pespsitlu:

“Hadna gost illejlal”

"Hadna gost,"wegibha. U biesha fug mohhha.

Don't throw your love away ... minkejja s-sider imdendel u d-dentatura fug
il-komodina. Minkejja li bilkemm fadal nitfa gamar mill-hgejjeg ta'dari ... dont’
throw your love away! Hu pprova jidhol fin-nghas bil-hsieb li I-ghada kellhom
imorrujieklu ghand it-tifla ghaxiz-zghira ghandha l-lucky birthday. Tghid jilbes
il-gakketta tal-crushed velvet u I-gmis tal-frilli u jogghod ixejjer rasu 'l hawn
u 'l hinn biex xaghru jmewwed minn fug ghonqu ghal quddiem ghajnejh?
Needles and pins. Needles and pins.
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