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ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF THE CHURCH’S DOCTRINE
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INTRODUCTION

1. The renewal of religious life
during the past twenty years has
been in many respects an exper-
ience of faith. Courageous and ge-
nerous efforts have been made to
explore prayerfully and deeply
what it means to live consecrated
life according to the Gospel, the
founding charism: of a religious in-
stitute, and the signs of the times.
Religious institutes dedicated to
works of the apostolate have tried,
in addition, to meet the changes
required by the rapidly evolving
societies to which they are sent
and by the development in com-
munication which affect their pos-
sibilities of evangelization. At the
same time, these institutes have
_been dealing with sudden shifts in

T
their own internal situations: rising
median age, fewer vocations, di-
minishing numbers, pluriformity of
life-style and works, and frequent-
ly insecurity regarding identity.
The result has been an under-
standably mixed experience with
many positive aspects and some
which raise important questions.

2. Now, with the ending of the
period of special experimgentation
mandated by Ecclesiae Sanctae II,
many religious institutes dedicated
to works of the apostolate are re-
viewing their experience. With the

‘approval of their revised constitu-

tions and the coming into effect of
the newly formulated Code of Ca-
non Law, they are moving into a
new phase of their history. At this



point of new beginning, they hear
the repeated pastoral call of Pope
John II “to evaluate objectively
and humply the years of experi-
mentation so as to recognize their
positive elements and their de-
viations” (to International Union
of Women Superiors General 1979;
to Major Superiors of Men and
Women, Religious in France, 1980).
Religious superiors and chapters
have asked this Sacred Congrega-
tion for directives as they assess
the recent past and look toward
the future. Bishops, too, because
of their special responsibility for
fostering religious life have asked
for counsel. In view of the im-
portance of these developments,
the Sacred Congregation for Reli-
gious and for Secular Institutes, at
the direction of the HoHly Father,
has prepared this text of principles
and fundamental norms. Its pur-
pose is to present a clear state-
ment of the Church’s teaching re-
garding religious life a ta moment
which is particularly significant
and opportune.

3. This teaching has been set
forth in our times in the great
documents of the Second Vatican
Council, particularly Lumen Gen-
tium, Perfectae Caritatis and Ad
Gentes. It has been further de-
veloped in the Apostolic Exhorta-
tion Evangelica Testificatio of Paul
VI, in the addresses of Pope John
Paul II, and in the documents of
this Sacred Congregation for Reli-
gious and for Secular Institutes,
especially Mutuae Relationes, Reli-
gious and Human Promotion, and
The Contemplative Dimension of
Religious Life. Most recently, its
doctrinal richness has been dis-

tilled and reflected in the revised
Code of Canon Law. All these texts
build on the rich patrimony of pre- -
conciliar teaching to deepen and
refine a theology of religious life
which has developed consistently
down the centuries.

4. Religious life itself is a histor-
ical as well as a theological reality.
The lived experience, today as in
the past, is varied and this is im-
portant. At the same time, ex-
perience is a dimension which
needs to be tested in relation to
the Gospel ffoundation, the magis-
terium of the Church and the ap-
proved constitutions of an insti-
tute. The Church regards certain
elements as essential to religious
life: the call of God and consecra-
tion to him, through profession of
the evangelical counsels by public
vows; a stable form of community
life; for institutes dedicated- to
apostolic works, a sharing in
Christ’s mission by a corporate
apostolate faithful to a specific
founding gift and sound tradition;
prsonal and community prayer;
asceticism; public witness; a spe-

cific relation to the Church; a life-

long formation; and a form of go-
vernment calling for religious au-
thority based on faith. Historical
and cultural changes bring about
evolution in the lived reality; but
the forms and direction that the
evolution takes are determined by
the essential elements without
which religious life loses its iden-
tity. In the present text addressed
to institutes dedicated to apostolic |
works, this Sacred Congregation
confines itself to a clarification and
re-statement of these essential
elements.



I. RELIGIOUS LIFE: A PARTICULAR FORM
OF CONSECRATION TO GOD

5. Conscration is the basis of re-
ligious life. By insisting on this,
the Church places the first em-
phasis on the initiative of God and
on the transforming relation to

him which religious life involves.

Consecration .is a divine action.
God calls a person whom he sets
apart for a particular dedication to
himself. At the same time, he of-
fers- the grace to respond so that
consecration is expressed on the
human side by a profound and
free self-surrender. The resulting
relationship is pure gift. It is a
covenant of mutual love and fide-
lity, of communion and mission,
established for God’s glory, the
joy of the person consecrated and
the salvation of the world.

6. Jesus himself is the one whom
the Father consecrated and sent in
a supreme way (cf. Jn 10:36). He
sums up all the consecration of the
old law, which foreshadowed his
own, and in him is consecrated the
new People of God, henceforth
mysteriously united to him. By
baptism, Jesus shares his life with
each Christian. Each is sanctified
in the Son. Each is called to holi-
ness. Each is sent to share the
mission of Christ and is given the

capacity to grow in the love and |

service of the Lord. This baptismal
gift is the fundamental Christian
consecration and is the root of all
others,

7. Jesus lived his own consec-
ration precisely as Son of God:
dependent on the Father, loving
him above all and completely
given to his will. These aspects of
his life as Son are shared by all

Christians. To some, however, for
the sake of all, God gives the gift
of a closer following of Christ in
his poverty, chastity and' obed-
ience through a public profession
of these counsels mediated by the
Church. This profession, in imita-
tion of Christ, manifests a particu-
lar consecration which is “rooted
in that of baptism and is a fuller
expression of it” (PC 5). The fuller
expression recalls the hold of the
divine person of the Word over
the human nature which he as-
sumed and it invites a response
like that of Jesus: a dedication of
oneself to God in a way which he
alone makes possible and which
witnesses to his holiness and
absoluteness. Such a consecration
is a gift of God: a grace freely
given.

8. When consecration by pro-
fession of the counsels is affirmed
as a definitive response to God in
a public commitment taken before
the Church, it belongs to the life
and holiness of the Church (cf.
LG 44). It is the Church which
authenticates the gift and which
mediates the consecration. Chris-
tians so consecrated strive to live
now what will be in the after-life.
Such a life “more fully manifests
to all believers the presence of
heavenly goods already possessed
here below” (LG 44). In this man-
ner these Christians ‘give out-
standing and striking testimony
that the world cannot be trans-
figured and offered to God with-
out the spirit of the beatitudes”
(LG 31).

9. Union with Christ by conse-



cration through profession of the
counsels can be lived in the midst
of the world, translated in the
work of the world and expressed
by means of the world. This is the
special vocation of the secular in-
stitutes, defined by Pius XII as

“consecrated to God and to others”

in the world and “by means of the
world” (Primo Feliciter, V and II).
. Of themselves, the counsels do not
necessarily separate people from
the world. In fact, it is a gift of
God to the Church that consecra-
tion through profession of the
counsels can take the form of a
life to be lived as a hidden leaven.
Christians so consecrated con-
tinue the work of salvation by
communicating the love of Christ
through their presence in the
world ‘and through its sanctific-
ation from within. Their style of
life and presence are not distin-
guished externally from those of
their fellow Christians. Their wit-
ness is given in their ordinary en-
vironment of life. This discreet
form, of witness flows from the
very nature of their secular voca-
tion and is part of the way that

their consecration is meant to be

lived (cf. PC 11).

10. Such is not the case, how- .

ever, with those whose consecra-
tion by the profession of the

counsels constitutes them as reli-.

gious. The very nature of religious
vocation involves a public witness
to Christ and to the Church. Re-
ligious profession is made by vows
which the Church receives as pub-
lic. A stable form of community
life in an institute canonically
erected by the competent ec-
clesiastical authority manifests in

a visible way the covenant and
communion which religious life ex-
presses. A certain separation from
family and ifrom professional life
at the time a person enters the
novitiate speaks powerfully of the
absoluteness of God. At the same
time, it is the beginning of a new
and deeper bond in Christ with
the famjly that one has left. This
bond becomes firmer as detach-
ment from otherwise legitimate
relationships,  occupations = and
forms of relaxation continues to
reflect God’s absoluteness publicly
throughout life. A further aspect
of the public nature of religious
consecration is that the apostolate
of religious in some sense always
corporate. Religious presence is vi-
sible, affecting ways of acting, at-
tire and style of life.

11. Re'ligio‘us consecration is
lived within a given institute ac-
cording to constitutions which
the Church, by her authority, ac-
cepts and approves. This means
that consecration is lived accord-
ing to specific provisions which
manifest and deepen a distinetive
identity. The identity derives from
that action of the Holy Spirit
which is the institute’s founding
gift and which creates a particular
type of spirituality, of life, of apos-
tolate and of tradition (cf, MR 11).
Looking at the numerous families,
one is struck by the wide variety
of founding gifts. The Council laid
stress on the need to foster these
as so many gifts of God (cf. PC
2b). They determine the nature,
spirit, purpose and character which |
form each institute’s spiritual pat-
rimony, and they are basic to that
sense of identity which is a key



element in the fidelity of every re-
ligious (cf. ET 51).

12. In the case of institutes de-
dicated to works of the apostolate,
religious consecration has a fur-
ther note: the participation in
Christ’s mission is specific and
concrete. Perfectae Caritatis re-
calls that the very nature of these
institutes requires ‘“‘apostolic acti-
vity and charitable services” (PC
8). By the fact of their consecra-
tion, the members are dedicated to
God and available to be sent. Their
vocation implies the active proc-
lamation of the Gospel through
“works of charity that are en-
trusted to the institute by the
Church and are to be performed in

her name” (PC 8). For this reason,
the apostolic activity of such in-
stitutes is not simply a human ef-
fort to do good but “an action that
is deeply ecclesial” (EN 60). It is*
rooted in union with the Christ.

~who was sent by the Father to do

his work. It expresses a consec-
ration by God which sends the re-
ligious to serve Christ in his memr
bers in concrete ways (cf. EN 69)
corresponding to the founding gift
of the institute (cf. MR 15). “The
entire religious life of such reli-
gious should be imbued with an
apostolic spirit, and all their apos-
tolic activity with a religious spi-
rit” (PC 8).

II. CHARACTERISTICS

1. Consecration by public vows

13. It is proper, though not ex-
clusive, to religious life to profess
the evangelical counsels by vows
which the Church receives. These
are a response to the prior gift of
God which, being a gift of love,
cannot be rationalized. It is some-
thing that ‘God himself works in
the person he has chosen.

14. As a response to the gift of
God, the vows are a triple expres-
sion of a single “yes” to the one
relationship of total consecration.
They are the act by which the re-
ligious ‘“‘makes himself or herself
over to God in a new and special
way”’ (LG 44). By them, the relig-
ious gladly dedicates the whole of
life to God’s service, regarding the
following of Christ “as the one
thing that is necessary, and seek-
ing (God before all else and only

(=g

him” (PC 5). Two reason prompt
this dedication: first, a desire to
be free from hindrances that could
prevent the person from loving
God ardently and wiorshipping him
perfectly (cf. ET 7); and second. a
desire to be consecrated in a more
total way to the service of God
(cf. LG 44). The vows themselves
“show fiorth the unbreakable bond
that exists between Christ and his
bride the Church. The more stable
and firm, these bonds are the more
perfect will the Christian’s reli-
gious consecration be” (LG 44).
15. The vows themselves are
specific: three ways of pledging
onself to live as = Christ lived in
areas which cover the whole of
life: possessions, affections, auto-
nomy. Each emphasizes a relation
to Jesus, consecrated and sent.



He was rich but became poor for
our sakes, emptying himself, and
having nowhere to lay his head.
He loved with an undivided heart,
universally and to the end. He
came to do the will of the Father
who sent him, and he did it steadi-
ly, learning obedience through suf-
fering and becoming a cause (of
salvation for all who obey.

16. The distinguishing mark
of the religious institute is found
in the way in which these values
of Christ are visibly expressed.
For this reason, the content of the
viows in each institute, as expres-
sed in its constitutions, must be
clear and unambigious. The relig-
ious forgoes the free use and dis-
posal of his or her property, de-
pends through the lawful superior
on the. institute for the provision
of material goods, puts gifts and
all salaries in common as belong-
ing to the community, and accepts
and contributes to a simple man-
ner of life. He or she undertakes
to live chastity by a new life, that
of the vow, and to live it in con-
secrated celibacy for the sake of
the Kingdom. This implies a man-
ner of life that is a convincing and
credible witness to a total dedica-
tion to chastity and which fore-
goes any behaviour, personal re-
lationships and forms of recrea-
tion incompatible with this. The
religious is pledged to obey the
directives lof lawful superiors ac-

cording to the constitutions of the
institute and further accepts a
particular obedience to the Holy
Father in virtue of the vow of
obedience. Implicit in the commit-
ment to the institute which the
vows include, is the pledge to live
a common life in communion with
the brothers or sisters of the com-
munity. The religious undertake’
to live in fidelity to the nature,
purpiose, spirit and character of
the institute as expressed in its
constitutions, proper law and
sound traditions. There is also the
willing undertaking of life of radi-
cal and continuous conversion as
demanded by the Gospel, further
specified in the content of each of
the vows.

17. Consecration through pro-
fession of the evangelical counsels
in religious life necessarily in-
spires a way of living which has a
social impact. Social protest is
not the purpose of the vows, but
there is no 'doubt that the living
of them has always offered a wit-
ness to values which challenge
society just as they challenge the
religious themselves.  Religious
poverty, chastity and obedience
can 'speak forcefully and clearly to
today’s world which is suffering
from so much consumerism and
discrimination, eroticism and hat-
red, violence and oppression (cf.
RHP 15).

2. Communion in community

18. Religious consecration es-
tablishes a particular communion
between reliigous and God and, in

him, between the members of the-

same institute. This is the basic

element in the unity of ‘an ‘insti-
tute. A shared tradition, common
works, well-considered structures,
pooled resources, common consti-
tutions and a single spirit can all



help to build up and strengthen
unity. The foundation (of unity,
however, is the communion in
Christ established by the one
founding gift. This communion is
rooted in religious consecration it-
self. It is animated by the Gospel
spirit nourished by prayer, dis-
tinguished by generous mortifica-
tion and characterized by the joy
and hope which spring from the
fruitfulness of the cross (cf. ET
41).

19. For religious, communion
in Christ is expressed in a stable
and visible way through commu-
nity life. So important is comr
nity living to religious consecra-
tion that every religious, what-
ever his or her apostolic work, is
bound to it by the fact of profes-
sion and must normally live under
the authority of a local superior in
a community of the institute to
- which he or she belongs. Nor-
mally, too, community living en-
tails a daily sharing of life accord-
ing to specific structures and pro-
visions established in the consti-
tutions. Sharing of prayer, work,
meals, leisure; common spirit, “re-
lationships of friendship, coopera-
tion in the same apostolate and
mutual support in the community
of life chosen for a better follow-
ing of Christ, are so many valu-
.able factors in daily progress”
(ET 39). A community gathered as
a true family in the Lord’s name
enjoys his presence (cf. Mt 18:25)
through the love of God which is
poured out by the Holy Spirit (cf.
Rm 5:5). Its mnity is a symbol of
the coming w©of Christ and is a
source of apostolic energy and
power (cf. PC 15). In it the con-
secrated life can thrive in condi-

tions which are proper to it (cf.
ET 38) and the ongoing forma-
tion of members can |be assured.
The capacity to live community
life; with its joys and restraints is
a quality which distinguishes wvo-
cation to a given institute and it
is a key criterion of suitability in
a candidate.

20. The local community, as
the place where religious life is
primarily lived, has to be orga-
nized in a way which makes re-
ligious values clear. Its centre is
the Eucharist in which the mem-
bers of the community participate
daily as far as possible and which
is honoured by having an oratory
where the celebration can take
place and where the Blessed Sac-
rament is reserved (cf. ET 48).
Times of prayer together daily,
based on the word of God and in
union with the prayer of the
Church as offered especially in the
Liturgy of the Hours, support
community life. So also does an
established rhythm of more intense
times of prayer on a weekly and
monthly basis, and the annual re-
treat. Frequent reception of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation is also
part of religious life. In addition to
the personal aspect of God’s par-
don and his renewing love in the
individual, the Sacrament builds
community by its power of recon-
ciliation and also manifests a
special bond with the Church. In
accordance with the proper law of
the institute, moreover, time is
provided for daily private prayer
and for good spiritual reading.
Ways are found for deepening the
devotions particular to the insti-
tute itself, especially that to Mary,
the Mother of God. The needs of



the institute as a whole are kept
before the members and there is
an affectionate remembrance in
prayer of those members who
have already been called from this
life by the Father. The fostering
of these religious values of com-
munity life and the ensuring of a
suitable organization to promote
them is the responsibility of all the
members of the community, but in
a particular way it is that of the
local superior (cf. ET 26).

21. The style of community life
itself will relate to the form of
apostolate for which the members
have responsibility and to the cul-
ture and society in which this re-
sponsibility is accepted. The form
of apostolate may well decide the
size and location of a community,
its particular needs, its standards
of living. But whatever the apos-
tolate, the community will strive
to live simply, according to norms
established at institute and pro-
vince level and applied to its own
need. Tt will build into its way of
living the asceticism implicit in re-
ligious consecration. It will pro-
vide for its members according to
their needs and its own resources,
always bearing in mind its respo-
nisibilies towards the institutes as
a whole and towards the poor.

22. In view of the crucial im-
portance of community life, . it
should be noted that its quality is
affected, positively or negatively,
by two kinds of diversity in the
institute: that of its members and
that of its works.. These are the

diversities of Saint Paul’s image of
the Body of Christ or the Council’s
image of the pilgrim People of
God. In both, the diversity is a
variety of gifts which is meant to

- enrich the one reality. The criter-

10

ion for accepting both members
and works in a religious institute,
therefore, is the building of unity
(cf. MR 12). The practical question
is: Do God’s gifts in this person or
project or’ group make for unity
and deepen communion? If they
do, they can be welcomed. If they
do not, then no matter how good
the gifts may seem to be in them-
selves or how desirable they may
appear to some members, they are
not for this particular institute. It
is a mistake to try to make the
founding gift of the institute cover
everything. A gift which would
virtually seperate a member from
the communion of the community
cannot be rightly encouraged. Nor
is it wise to tolerate widely diver-
gent lines of development which
do not have a strong foundation of
unity in the institute itself. Diver-
sity without division and unity
without regimentation are a rich-
ness and a challenge that help the
growth of communities of prayer,
joy and service in witness to the
reality of Christ. It is a particular
responsibility of superiors and of
those in charge of formation to en-
sure that the differences which-
make for disintegration are not
mistaken for the genuine value 'of
diversity.



3. Evangelical mission

23. When God consecrates a
person, he gives a special gift to
achieve his jown kind purposes:
the reconciliation and salvation of
the human race. He not only
chooses, sets apart and dedicates
the person to himself, but he
engages him or her in his own
divine work. Consecration inevi-
tably implies mission. These are
two facets of one reality. The
choice of a person by God is for
the sake of others: the consecrat-
ed person is one who is sent to do
the wiork of God in the power of
God. Jesus himself was clearly
aware of this. Consecrated and
sent to bring the salvation of 'God,
he was wholly dedicated to the
Father in adoration, love and sur-
render, and totally given to the
work of the Father, which is the
salvation of the world.

24. Religious, by their particu-
lar form of consecration, are ne-
cessarily and deeply committed to
the mission of Christ. Like him,
they are called for others: wholly
turned in love to the Father and,
by that very fact, entirely given to
Christ’s saving service of their
brothers and sisters. This is true
of religious life in all its forms.
The life of cloistered contempla-
tives has its own hidden apostolic
fruitfulness (cf. PC %) and proo-
claims to all that God exists. and
that God is love. Religious dedi-
cated to works of the apostolate
continue in our time Christ “an-
nouncing God’s Kingdom to the
multitude, healing the sick and
the maimed, converting sinners to
a good life, blessing children, do-
ing good to all, and always obey-

—
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- val qualifies the

ing the will of the Father who sent
him” (LG 46). This saving work
of Christ is shared by 'means of
concrete services mandated by the
Church in the approval of the con-
stitutions. The fact of this appro-
kind of service
undertaken, since it must be faith-
ful to the Gospel, to the Church
and to the institute. It also estab-
lishes certain limits, since the mis-
sion of religious is both strength-
ened and restricted by the conse-
quences of consecration in a par-
ticular institute. Further, the na-
ture of religious service deter-
mines how the mission is to be
done: in a profound union with the
Lord and sensitivity to the times
which will enable the religious “to
transmit the message cof the In-
carnate Word in terms which the -
world is able to understand” (ET
9). :

25. Whatever may be the
works of service by which the
word is transmitted, the mission
itself is undertaken as a commu-
nity responsibility. It is to the in-
stitute as a whole that the
Church commits that sharing in
the mission of Christ which char-
acterizes it and which is expressed
in works inspired by the founding
charism. This corporate mission
does not mean that all the mem-
bers of the institute are doing the
same thing or that the gifts and
qualities of the individual are not
respected. It does mean that the
works of all the members are
directly related to the common
apostolate, which the Church has
recognized as expressing con-
cretely the purpose of the insti-



tute. This common and constant
apostolate is part of the insti-
tute’s sound traditions. It is so
closely related to identity that it
cannot be changed without effect-
ing the character of the institute
itself. It is therefore a touchstone
of authenticity in the evaluation
of new works, whether these ser-
vices will be done by a group or
by individual reliigous. The integri-
ty 'of the common, apostolate is a
particular responsibility of major
superiors. They must-see that the
_ institute is at once faithful to its
tradiitonal mission in the Church
and open to new ways of under-
taking it. Works need to be re-
newed and revitalized, but this has
to be done always in fidelity to the
institute’s approved apostolate and
in collaboration with the respective
ecclesiastical authorities. Such, re-
newal will be marked by the four
great loyalties emphasized in the
document, Religious and Human
Promotion: “fidelity to humanity
and to our times; fidelity to Christ

and the Gospel; fidelity to the
Church and its mission in the
world; fidelity to religious life

and to the charism of the insti-
tute” (RHP 13). :

26. The individual religious
finds his or her personal apostolic
work within the ecclesial mission
of the institute. Basically it will be
a work of evangelization: striving
in the Church and according to the
mission of the institute to help
bring the Good News to ‘“all the
strata of humanity and through it-
self from within” (EN 18; RHP,
Intre.). In practice, it will involve
some form of service in keeping
with the purpose of the institute
and usually undertaken with bro-

12

thers or sisters of the same re-
ligious family. In the case of some
clerical or missionary institutes, it
may sometimes involve working
alone. In the case of other insti-
tutes, working alone is with the
permission of superiors to meet an
exceptional need for a certain
time. At the end of life, the apos-
tolate will be for many a mission
of prayer and suffering only. But
at whatever stage, the apostolic
work of the individual is that of a
religious sent in communion with
an ecclesially missioned institute.
Such work has its source in re-
ligious obedience (cf. PG 8 and
10). Therefore, it is distinct in its
character from those apostolates

proper to the laity cf. RPH 22;

AA 2, 7, 13, 25). It is by their
obedience in their corporate and
ecclesial works of evangelization
that religious manifest one of the
most important aspects of their
lives. They are genuinely apostolic,
not because they have an ‘“apos-
tolate”, but because they are liv-
ing as the apostles lived: follow-
ing Christ in service and in com-
municn according to the teaching
of the Gospel in the Church he

founded.

27. There is no doubt that, in
many areas of the world at the
present time, religious institutes
dedicated to apostolic works are
facing difficult and delicate ques-
tions with respect to the aposto-
late. The reduced number of re-
ligious, - the fewer young persons
entering, the rising median age,
the social pressures from contem-
porary movements are ceinciding
with an awareness of a wider
range of needs, a more individual
approach to personal development



and a higher level of awareness
with regard to issues of justice,
peace and human promotion.
There is a temptation to want to
do everything. There is also a
temptation to leave works which
are stable and a genuine expres-
sion of the institute’s charism for
others which seem more immed-
iately relevant to social needs but
which are less expressive of the

institute’s identity. There is a
third temptation to scatter the re-
sources of an institute in a diver-
sity of short-term activities only
loosely connected with the found-
ing gift. In all these instances, the
effects are not immediate but, in
the long run, what will suffer is.
the unity and identity of the insti-
tute itself, and this will be a loss
to the Church and to its mission.

4. Prayer

Soaod

28. Religious life cannot be
sustained without a deep life of
prayer, individual, communal and
liturgical. The religious who em-
braces concretely a life of total
consecration is called to know the
risen Lord by a warm, personal
knowledge, and to know him as
one with whom he or she is perso-
nally in communion: “This is eter-
nal life: to know the only true God
and Jesus Christ whom he has
sent” (Jn 17:3). Knowledge of him
in faith brings love: “You did not
see him yet you love him; and still
without seeing him you are already
filled with a joy seo glorious that
it cannot be described” (1 Pet 1:8).
This joy of love and knowledge is
brought about in many ways, but
fundamentally, and as an essential
means, through individual and
community encounter with God in
prayer. This is where the religious
finds “the concentration of the
heart on God” (CDm 1), which uni-
fies the whole of life and mission.

29. As with Jesus for whom
prayer as a distinct act held a
large and essential place in life,
the religious needs to pray as a
deepening of union with God (cf.
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SR S
Lk. 5:16). Prayer is also a neces-
sary condition for proclaiming the
Gospel (cf. Mk 1:35-38). It is the
context of all important decisions
and events i(cf. Lk 6:12-13). As
with Jesus, too, the habit of prayer
is necessary if the religious is to
have that contemplative vision ‘of
things by which God is revealed in
faith in the ordinary events of life
(cf. CDm 1). This is the contempla-
tive dimension which the Church
and the world have the right to
expect of religious by the fact of
their consecration. It must be
strengthened by prolonged mo-
ments of time apart for exclusive
adoration of the [Father, love of
him and listening in silence before
him. For this reason, Paul VI in-
sisted:  “Faithfulness to daily
prayer always remains for each re-
ligious a basic necessity. Prayer
must have a primary place in your
constitutions and in your lives”
(ET 45).

30. By saying “in your consti-
tutions”, Paul VI gave a reminder
that for the religious prayer is not
only a personal turning in love to
God but also a community re-
sponse of adoration, intercession,



praise and thanksgiving that needs
to be provided for in a stable way
(cf. ET 43). This does not happen
by chance. Concrete provisions at
the level of each institute and of
each province and local commu-
nity are necessary if prayer is to
deepen and thrive in religious life
individually and communally. Yet
only through prayer is the re-
ligious ultimately able to respond
to his or her consecration. Com-
munity prayer has an important
role in giving this necessary spir-
itual support. Each religious has a
right to be assisted by the pre-
sence and example of other mem-
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bers of the community at prayer.
Each has the privilege and duty
of praying with the others and of
participating with them in the
liturgy which is the unifying cen-
tre of their life. Such mutual help
encourages the effort to live the
life of union with the Lord to
which religious are called. ‘“People
have to feel that through you
someone else is at work. To the
extent that you live your total
consecration to the Lord, you
communicate something of him
and, ultimately, it is he for whom
the human heart is longing” (Pope
John Paul II, All6tting).

5. Asceticism

31l. The discipline and silence
necessary. for prayer are a re-
minder that consecration by the
vows of religion requires a certain
asceticism of life “‘embracing the
whole being” (ET 46). Christ’s re-
sponse of poverty, love and
obedience led him to the solitude
of the desert, the pain 'of contra-
diction - and the abandonment of
the cross. The consecration of re-
ligious enters into this way of his;
it cannot be a reflection of his
consecration if its expression in
life does not hold an element of
self-denial. Religious life itself is
an ongoing, public, visible expres-
sion of (Christian conversion. It
calls for the leaving of all things
and the taking up of- one’s icross
to. follow Christ throughout the
whole of life. This involves the
asceticism necessary to live in po-
verty of spirit and of fact; to love
as Christ loves; to give up one’s
own will for God’s sake to the will
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of another who represents him,
however imperfectly. It calls for
the self-giving without which it is
not possible to live either a good
community life or a fruitful mis-
sion. Jesus’ statement that the
grain of wheat needs to fall to the
ground and die if it is to bear fruit
has a particular application to re-
ligious because of the public na-
ture of their profession. It is true
that much of today’s penance is to
be found in the circumstances of
life and should be accepted there.
However, unless religious build
into their - lives ‘“a joyful, well-
balanced austerity” (ET 30) and
deliberately determined renuncia-
tions, they risk loosing the spiri-
tual freedom necessary. for living
the counsels. Indeed, without
such -austerity and renunciation,
their consecration itself = can be
affected. This is because there
cannot- be a public witness to
Christ poor, chaste and obedient



without asceticism. Moreover, by
professing the counsels by vows,
religious undertake to do all that
is necessary to deepen and foster
what they have vowed, and this

means a free choice of the cross,
that it may be, “as it was for
Christ, proof of the greatest love” -
(ET 29).

6. Public witness

32. Of its nature, religious life
is a witness that should clearly
manifest the primacy of the love
of God and do so with a strength
coming from the Holy Spirit (cf.
ET 1). Jesus himself did this su-
premely: witnessing to the Father
“with the power of the Spirit in
him/” (Lk 4:14) in his living, dying,
rising, and remaining for ever the
faithful witness. In his turn he sent
his Apostles in the power of the
same Spirit to be his witness in
Jerusalem, throughout Judea and
Samaria and indeed to the ends of
the earth i(cf. Acts 1:8). The sub-
ject of their testimony was always
the same: “Something which has
existed since the beginning, that
we have heard, and we have seen
with our own eyes; that we have
watched and touched with our
hands: the Word, who is life” (1
Jn 1:1): Jesus Christ “the Son of
God, proclaimed in all his power
through his resurrection from the
dead” (Rm 1:5).

33. Religious, too, in their own
times ,are called to bear witness to
a similar, deep, personal exper-
ience of Christ and also to share
the faith, hope, love and joy which
that experience goes on inspiring.
Their continuous individual re-
newal of life should be a source
of new growth in the institutes to
which they belong, recalling the
words iof Pope John Paul TI: “What

counts most is not what religious
do, but what they are as persons
consecrated to the Lord” (Message
to the Plenary Assembly of the
SCRIS, March 10). Not only
directly in works of announcing
the Gospel but even more force-
fully in the very way that they
live, they should be voices that af-
firm with confidence and convic-
tion: We have seen the Lord. He
is risen. We have heard his word.
34. The totality of religious
consecration requires that the wit-
ness to the Gospel be given pub-
licly by the whole of life. Values,
attitudes and life-style attest
forcefully to the place of Christ in
one’s life. The wisibility of this
witness inviolves the foregoing of
standards of comfort and con-
venience that would otherwise be
legitimate. It requires a restraint
on forms of relaxation and enter-
tainment (cf. ES 1, par. 2, CD 33-
35). To ensure this pubwlic witness,
religious willingly accept a pat-
tern of life that is not permissive
but largely laid down for them.
They wear a religious garb. that
distinguishes them as consecrated
persons, and they have a place of
residence which is properly est-
ablished by. their institute in ac-
cordance with common law and
their own constitutions. Such mat-
ters as travel and social contacts
are in accord with the spirit' and
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character of their institute and
with religious obedience. These
proviisons alone do not ensure the
desired public witness to the joy,
hope and love of Jesus Christ, but
they offer impontant means to it,
and it is certain that religious wit-
ness is not given without them.

35. The way of working, too,
is important for public witness.
What is done and how it is done
should both proclaim Christ from
the poverty of someone who is not
seeking his or her own fulfillment
and satisfaction. In our age power-
lessness is one of the great po-
verties. The religious accepts to
share this intimately by the gene-
rosity of his or her obedience,
thereby becoming one with the
poor and powerless in a particular
way ,as Christ was in his Passion.
Such a person knows what it is to
stand in need before God, to love
as Jesus does and to work at God’s
plan on God’s terms. Moreover, in
fidelity to religious consecration,
he or she lives the institute’s con-
crete provisions for promoting
these attitudes.

36. Fidelity to the mandated
apostolate of one’s own religious
institute is also essential for true
witness. Individual dedication to
perceived needs at the expense of
the mandated works of the insti-
tute can only be damaging. How-
ever, there are ways of living and
working which witness to Christ
very clearly in the contemporary
situation. The constant evaluation

of use of goods and of style of re-

lationships in one’s own life is one
of the religious’ most effective
ways of promoting the justice of
Christ at the present time (cf. RHP
4e). Being a voice for those who
are unable to speak for them-
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selves is a further mode of relig-
ious witness, when it is done in
accordance with the directives of
the local hierarchy and the proper
law of the institute. The drama
of the refugees, of these persecut-
ed for political or religious beliefs
(cf. EN 39), of those denied the
right of birth and life, or unjusti-
fied restrictions of human free-
dom, of social. inadequacy that
causes suffering in the old, the
sick, and the marginalized: these
are present continuations of the
Passion which call particularly to
religious  who are dedicated to
apostolic works (cf. RHP 4d).

37. The response will vary ac-
cording to the mission, tradition
and identity of each institute.
Some may need to seek approval
for new missions in the Church. In
other cases, new institutes may be
recognized to meet specific needs.
In most cases, the creative wuse
of well-established works to meet
new challenges will be a clear wit-
ness to Christ yesterday, today and
for ever. The witness of religious
who, in loyalty to the Church and
to the tradition of their institute,
strive courageously and with love
for the defence of human rights
and for the coming of the Kingdom
in the social order can be a clear
echo of the Gospel and the voice
of the Church (cf. RHP 3). It is so,
however, to the extent that it
manifests publicly the transform-
ing power 'of Christ in the Church
and the vitality of the institute’s
charism to the people of our time.
Finally, perseverance, which is a
further gift of the God oof the co-
venant, is the unspoken but elo-
quent witness of the religious to
the faithful God whose love is
without end.



7. Relation to the Church

38. Religious life has its own
place in relation to the divine and
hierarchical structure of the
Church, It is not a kind of inter-

mediate way between the clerical .

and lay conditions of life but
comes from both as a special gift

for the entire Church (cf. LG 43;

(MR 10). In particular, by being an
outward, social sign of the myste-
ry of God’s consecrating action
throughout life, and by being this
through the mediation wof the
Church for the good of the entire
Body, the religious life in a special
way participates in the secramen-
tal nature of the People of God.
This is because it is itself a part
of the Church as mystery and as
social reality, and it cannot exist
without both these aspects.

39. It was this dual reality that
the Second Vatican Council under-
scored in insisting on the sacra-
mental nature of the Church: at
once necessarily a mystery, invisi-
ble, a divine communion in the
new life of the Spirit; and equally
necessarily a social reality, visible,
a human community under one
who represents Christ the head. As
mystery (cf. LG 1), the Church is
the new creation, vivified by the
Spirit and assembled in Christ to
come with confidence to the
Father’s throne of grace (cf. Heb
4:16). As social reality, she presup-
poses the historical initiative of
Jesus Christ, his paschal going to
the Father, his objective head-
ship of the Chunch he founded and
the hierarchic character which pro-
ceeds from that headship: from his
setting up of a variety of ministries
which aim at the good of the
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whole Body (cf. LG 18, cf. MR
1-5). The twofold aspect of “visible
social organism and invisible
divine presence intimately united”
(MR 3) is what gives the Church
“her special sacramental nature by
virtue of which she is the visible
sacrament of saving unity” (LG 9).
She is both subject and iobject of
faith essentially transcending the
parametres of any purely sociolo-
gical perspective ‘even while she
renews her human structures in
the light of historical evolutions
and cultural changes ((cf. MR 3).
Her very nature makes her at once
“universal sacrament of salvation”
(LG 48): a visible sign, of the mys-
tery of God, and hierarchical re-
ality: a concrete divine provisions
by which that sign can be
authenticated and made effica-
cious.

40. The religious life touches
both aspects. The founders and
foundresses of religious institutes
ask for the hierarchical . Church
publicly to authenticate the gift of
God on which the existence of their
institute depends. By doing so,
the founders and those who follow
them also give witness to the mys-
tery of the Church, because. each
institute exists in order to build up
the Body of Christ in the unity of
its diverse functions and activit-
ties.

4]1. 1In their origins, religious
institutes depend in a unique way
on the hierarchy. The bishops in-
communion with the Successor of
Peter form a college that jointly
shows forth and carries out in the
‘Church-sacrament the functions of
Christ the head (cf. MR 6, LG 21,



(PO 1, 2, CD 2). They have not only
the pastoral charge of fostering
the life of (Christ in the faithful
but also the duty of verifying gifts
and competencies. They are re-
sponsible for coordinating the
Church’s energies and for guiding
the entire People in living in the
world as a sign and instrument of
salvation. They therefore have in
a special way the ministry of dis-
cernment with regard to the mani-
fold gifts and initiatives among
God’s people. As a particularly
rich, and important example of
these manifold gifts, each religious
institute depends for the authentic
discernment of its founding
charism on the God-given ministry
of the hierarchy,

42. This relationship obtains
not:only for the first recognition
of a religious institute but also for
its ongoing development. The
Church does more than bring an
institute into being. She accompa-
nies, guides, corrects and encour-
ages it in its fidelity to its found-
ing gift (cf. LG 45) for it is a liv-
ing element in her own life and
growth. - She receives the vows
made in the institute as vows of
religion with ecclesial iconsequen-
ces, involving a consecration made
by God himself through her media-

tion (cf. MR 8). She gives to the
institute a public sharing in her
own mission, both concrete and
corporate (cf. LG 17; AG 40). She
confers on the institute, in accord-
ance with her own common law
and with the constitutions that she
has approved, the religious autho-
rity necessary for the life of vowed
obedience. In short, the Church
continues to mediate the consecra-
tory action of God in a specific
way, recognizing and fostering
this particular form of consecrated
life.

43. In daily practice, this on-
going relation of religious to the
Church is most often worked out
at diocesan ior local level. The
document Mutuae Relationes is
entirely devated to this theme from
the point of view of present-day
application. Suffice it to say here
that the life and mission of the
People of God are one. They are
fostered by all accoring to the
specific roles and functions of
each. The unique service rendered
by religious to this life and mis-
sion lies in the total and public
nature of their vowed Christian
living, according to a community
founding gift approved by eccle-
siastical authority.

~ 8. Formation

44. Religious formation fosters’

growth in the life of consecration
to the Lord from the earliest sta-
ges, 'when a person first becomes
seriously interested in undertaking
it, o its final consummation, when
the religious meets the Lord de-
finitively in death. The religious
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livs a particular form of life, and
life itself is in constant ongoing
development. It does not stand
still. Ner is the religious simply
called and consecrated once. The
call of God and the consecration
by him continue throughout life,
capable of growing and deepening



in ways beyond our understand-
ing. The discernment of the capa-
city to live a life that will foster
this growth according to the spi-
ritual patrimony and provisions of
a given institute, and the accom-
panying of the life itself in its per-
sonal evolution in each member in
community, are the two main
facets of formation.

45. For each religious, forma-
tion is the process (of becoming
more and more a disciple of Christ,
growing in union with and in con-
figuration to him. It is a matter of
taking on increasingly the mind of
Christ ,of sharing more deeply his
gift of himself to the Father and
his brotherly service of the human
family, and of doing this according
to the founding gift which med-
iates the Gospel to the members
of a given religious institute. Such
a process requires a genuine con-
version. The “putting on Jesus
(Christ” i(cf. Rm 13:14, Gal 3:27,
Eph 4:24) implies the stripping off
of selfishness and egoism (cf. Eph.
4:22-24, Col 3:9-10). The very fact
of ‘“walking henceforth according
to the Spirit” means giving up “the
desires of the flesh” (Gal 5:16).
The religious professes to make
this putting on of Christ, in his
poverty, his love and his obedience,
the-essential pursuit of life. Tt is a
pursuit which never ends. There is
a constant maturing in it, and this
reaches not only to spiritual values
but ‘also those which contribute
psychologically, culturally and so-
cially to the fullness of the human
personality. As the religious
grows towards the fullness
of Christ according to his lor her
state of life, there is a verification
of the statement in Lumen Gen-
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tium: ‘“While the profession of the
evangelical counsels involves the
renunciation of goods that un-
doubtedly deserve to be highly
valued, it does not constitute an
obstacle to the true development
of the human person but by its
nature is extremely beneficial to

: that development” (LG 46).

46. The ongoing configuration
to Christ comes about according to
the charism and provisions of the
institute to which the religious be-
longs. Each has its own spirit,
character, purpose and tradition,
and it is in accordance with these
that the religious grow in their un-
ion with Christ. For religious in-
stitutes dedicated to works of the
apostolate, formation includes the
preparation and continual up-dat-
ing of the members to undertake
the works proper to their insti-
tute, not simply as professionals,
but as “living witnesses to love
without limit and to the Lord
Jesus” (ET 53). Accepted as a mat-
ter of personal responsibility by
each religious, formation becomes
not only an individual personal
growth but a blessing to the com-
munity and a - source of fruitful
energy for the apostolate.

47. Since the initiative for re-
ligious consecration is in the call
of God, it follows that God him-
self, working through the Holy
Spirit of Jesus, is the first and
principal agent in the formation of
the religious. He acts through his
word and sacraments, through the
prayer of the liturgy, the magiste-
rium of the Church and, more im-
mediately, through those who are
called in obedience to help the for-
mation of their brothers and sis-
ters. in a more special way. Res-



ponding to God’s grace and guid-
ance, the religious accents in love
the responsibility for personal for-
mation and growth, welcoming the
consequences of this  response
which are unique to each person
and always unpredictable. The re-
sponse, however, is not made in
isolation. Following the tradition of
the early fathers of the desert and
of all the great religious institutes
each have members who are parti-
cularly qualified and appointed to
help their sisters and brothers in
this matter. Their role varies ac-
cording to the stage reached by
the religious but its main respon-
sibilities are: discernment 'of God’s
action; the accompaniment of the
religious in the ways of God; the
nourishing of life with solid doct-
rine and the practice of prayer:
and, particularly in the first sta-

ges, the evaluation of the journey .

thus far made. The director of no-
vices and the religious responsible
for those in first profession have
also the task of verifying whether
the young religious have the call
and capacity for first and for final
profession. The whole process, at
whatever stage, takes place in
community, [building its union in
Christ and sharing his mission to-
gether is a natural milieu of forma-
tion. It will be faithful to the tra-
ditions and constitutions of the
institute, and be well inserted in

the institute as a whole, in\the
Church and in the society it serves.
It will support its members and
keep before them in faith during
the whole of their lives the goal
and values which their consecra-
tion implies.

48. [Formation is not achieved
all at once. The journey from the
first to the ' final response falls
broadly into five phases: the pre-
novitiate, in which the genuiness
of the call is identified as far as
possible; the novitiate which is in-
itiation into a new form of life;
first profession and the period jof
maturing prior to perpetual pro-
fessio; perpetual profession and the
ongoing formation of the mature
years; and finally the time of di-
minishment, in whatever way this
comes, which is a preparation for
the definitive meeting with the
Lord. Each of these phases has its
own goal, content and particular
provisions. The stages of novitiate
and profession especially, because
of their importance, are carefully
determined in their main lines by
the Church in her common: law. All
the same much is left to the re-
sponsibility of individual institutes.
These are asked to give details
concretely in their constitutions
for a considerable number of the
provisions to which common law
refers in principle.

9. Government

49, The government of aposto-
lic religious, like all the iother as-
pects of their life, is based on faith
and on the reality of their consec-
rated response to God in commu-
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nity and mission. These women
and men are members of religious
institutes whose structures reflect
the Christian hierarchy of which
the head is Christ himself. They



have chosen to live vowed obed-
ience as a value in life. They
therefore require a form of govern-
ment that expresses these values
and a particular form of religious
authority. Such authority, which
is particular to religious institutes,
does not derive from the members
themselves. It is conferred by the
Church at the time of establishing
each institute and by the approv-
ing of its constitutions. It is an
authority invested in superiors for
the duration of their term of ser-
vice at general, intermediate or
local level. It is to be exercised
according to the norms iof com-
mon and proper law in a spirit of
service, reverencing the human
person of each religious as a child
of God (cf. PC 14), fostering co-
operation for the good of the in-
stitute but always preserving the
superior’s final right of discerning
and deciding what is to be done
(cf. ET 25). Strictly speaking, this
religious authority is not shared. It
may be delegated according to the
constitutions for particular pur-
poses but it is normally ex officio
and is invested in the person of the
superior.

50. Superiors do not exercise
authority in isolation, however.
Each must have the assistance of
a council wheose members collabo-
rate with the superior according
to norms that are constituitonally
established. Councillors do not ex-
ercise authority by right of ocffice
as superiors do, but they collabo-
rate with the superior and help by
their consultative or deliberative
vote according to ecclesiastical law
and the constitutions of the insti-
tute.

51. Supreme authority in an in-

stitute is also exercised, though in
an extraordinary manner, by a ge-
neral chapter while it is in session.
This again is according to the con-
stitutions, which should designate
the authority of the chapter in
such a way that it is quite distinct
from that of the superior general.
The general chapter is essentially
an ad hoc body. It is composed of
ex officio members and elected de-
legates who ordinarily meet to-
gether for one chapter only. As a
sign (of unity in charity, the cele-
bration of a general chapter should
be a moment of grace and of the
action of the Holy Spirit in an in-
stitute. It should be a joyful, pas-
chal and ecclesial experience
which benefits the institute itself
and also the whole Church. The
general chapter is meant to renew
and protect the spiritual patrimony
of the institute as well as elect the
highest superior and councillors,
conduct major matters of business
and issue norms for the whole in-
stitute. Chapters are iof such im-
portance that the proper law of
the institute has to determine ac-
curately what pertains to them
whether at general or at other
levels: that.is, their nature, autho-
rity,. composition, mode of pro-
ceeding and frequency of celebra-
tion.

52. (Conciliar and postconciliar
teaching insists on certain princi-
ples with regard to religious go-
vernment which have given the
rise to considerable changes during .
the past twenty years. It laid
down clearly the basic need for
effective, personal, religious autho-
rity at all levels, general, inter-
mediate and local, if religious
obedience is to be lived (cf. PC 14;
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ET 25). It further underlined the
need for consultation, for appro-
priate involvement of the members

in the government of the institute, .

for shared responsibility, and for
subsidiarity (cf. ES II, 18). Most of
these principles have by now
found their way into revised con-

stitutions. It is important that
they be so understood and imple-
mented as to fulfill the purpose of
religious government: the building
of a united community in Christ in
which God is sought and loved be-
fore all things, and the mission of
Christ is generously accomplished.

Mary, joy and hope of religious life

55. It is especially in Mary,
Mother of God and Mother of the
Church, that religious life comes to
understand itself most deeply and
finds its sign of certain hope (cf.
LG 68). She, who was conceived
immaculate because she was call-
ed from among God’s people to
bear God himself most intimately
and to give him to the world, was
consecrated totally by the over-
shadowing of the Holy Spirit. She
was the Ark of the new convenant
itself. The handmaid of the Lord
in the poverty of the anawim, the
Mother of fair love from Bethle-
hem to Calvary and beyond, the
ebedient Virgin whose ‘“yes” to

God changed our history, the mis-
sionary hurrying to Hebron, the
one who was sensitive to needs at
Cana, the steadfast witness at the
foot of the cross, the centre of
unity which held the young Church
together in its expectation 'of the
Holy Spirit, Mary showed through-
out her life all those values to
which religious iconsecration is di-

‘rected. She is the Mother of relig-

ious in being Mother of him who
was consecrated and sent, and in
her fiat and magnificat religious
life finds the totality of its sur-
render to and the thrill of its joy
in the consecratory action of God.

III. SOME FUNDAMENTAL NORMS

The revised Code of Canon Law
transcribes into canonical norms
the rich conciliar and postconciliar
teaching of the Church on religious
life. Together with the documents
of the Second Vatican Council and
the pronouncements of successive
Popes in recent years, it gives the
basis on which current Church
praxis regarding religious, life is
founded. The natural evolution
necessary for ordinary living will
always continue, but the period of
special experimentation for re-
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ligious institutes, as provided by
the Motu Proprio Ecclesiage San-
tae II ended with the celebration
of the second ordinary general
chapter after the special chapter
of renewal. Now the revised Code
of Canon Law is the Church’s juri-
dical foundaiton for religious life,
both in its evaluation of the ex-
perience of experimentation and
its looking to' the future. The fol-
lowing fundamental norms con-
tain a comprehensive synthesis of
the Church’s provisions.



I. CALL AND CONSECRATION

§ 1. . Religious life is a form of
life to which some Christians, both
clerical anl day, are freely called
by God so that they may enjoy a
special gift of grace in the life of
the Church and may contribute
each in his or her own way to the
saving mission of the Church (cf.
LG 43).

§ 2. The gift of religious vo-
cation is rooted in the gift of bap-
tism but is not given to all the
baptized. It is freely given and un-
merited: offered by God to those
whom he chooses freely from
among his people and for the sake
of his people (cf. PC 5).

§ 3. ' In accepting God’s gift
of vocation, religious respond to a
divine call: dying to sin (cf. Rm
6:11), renouncing the world and
living fior God alone. Their whole
lives are dedicated to his service
and they seek and love above all
else “God who has first loved us”
(cf. 1 Jn 4:10; cf. PC 5 and 6). The
focus of their lives is the closer
following of Christ (cf. ET 7).

§ 4. The  dedication of the
whole life of the religious to God’s
service constitutes a special con-
secration (cf. PC 5). It is a conse-
cration of the whole person which
manifests in the Church a mar-
riage effected by God, a sign of
the future life. This consecration
is by public vows, perpetual or
temporary, the latter renewable
on expiry. ‘By their vows, reli-
gious assume the observance of
the three evangelical counsels;
they are consecrated to God
through the ministry of the
Church (can. 607 and 654); and
they are incorporated into their
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institute with the rights and du-
ties defined by law.

§ 5. The conditions for vali-
dity of temporary profession, the
length of this period and its pos-
sible extension are determined in
the constitutions of each institute,-
always in conformity = with the
common law of the Church (can.
655-658).

§ 6. Religious profession is
made according to the formula of
vows approved by the Holy See
for each institute, The formula is
common because all members
undertake the same obligations
and, when fully incorporated, .
have the same rights and duties.
The individual religicus may add
an introduction and or conclu-
sion, if this is approved by com-
petent authority.

§ 7. Considering its charac-
ter and the ends proper to it,
every institute should define in its
constitutions the way in which the
evangelical counsels of chastity,
poverty and obedience are to be
observed in its own particular way
of lifer (can. 598, par. 1).

II. COMMUNITY

§ 8. Community life, which,
is one of the marks of a religious
ingtitute (can. 607, par. 2), is pro-
per to each religious family. It
gathers all the members together
in Christ and should be so defined
that it becomes a source of mu-
tual aid to all, while helping to
fulfill the religicus  vocation of
each (can, 602). It should offer an
example of reconciliation in
Christ, and of the communion that
is rooted and founded in his love.

§ 9. For religious, communi-



ty life is lived in a house lawfully
erected under the authority of a
superior designated by law (can.
608). Such a house is erected with
the written approval of the dioce-
san bishop (can. 609) and should
be able to provide suitably for the
necessities of its members (can.
610, par. 2), enabling community
life to expand and develop with
that  understanding cordiality
which nourishes hope (cf. ET 39).

§ 10. The  individual house
should have at least an oratory in
which the Eucharist may be celeb-
rated and is reserved so that it is
truly the centre of the community
(can. 608). ‘

§ 11. In all religious houses
according to the character and
mission of the institute and ac-
cording to the specifications of its
proper law, some part should be
reserved to the members alone
(can. 667, par. 1). This form of se-
peration from the world, which is
proper to the purpcse of each in-
stitute, is part of the public wit-
ness which religious give to Christ
and to the Church (ef. can. 607,
par. 3). It is also neded  for the
silence and recollection which fos-
ter prayer.

§ 12. Religious should live in
their own religious house, observ-
ing ‘a common life. They - should
not live alone without serious rea-
son, and should not do so if there
is a community of their institute
reasonably near. If, however, there
is a question of prolonged absence,
the major superior, with the con-
sent of his or her council, may
permit a religious to live outside
the house of the institute for a
just cause, within the limits of
commpon law (can. 665, par. 1).
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III. IDENTITY

§ 13. Religious should regard
the following of Christ proposed
in the Gospel and expressed in the
constitutions of their institute as
the supreme rule of life (can. 662).

8 14. The nature, end, spirit and
character of the institute, as est-
ablished by the founder or found-
ress and approved by the Church,
should be preserved by all, to-
gether with the institute’s sound
traditions (can. 578).

§ 15. To safeguard the proper
viocation and identity of the indi-
vidual institutes, the constitutions
of each must provide fundamental
norms concerning the government
of the institute, their incorporation
and formation, and the proper ob-
ject of the vows (can. 587). This
is in addition to the matters re-
ferred to in III, par. 14.

§ 16. The constitutions are ap-
proved by competent ecclesiasti-
cal authority. For diocesan ‘insti-
tutes, this is the Local Ordinary;
for pontifical institutes, the. Holy
See. Subsequent modifications and
authentic interpretations . are also
reserved to the same authority
(can. 576 and 587, par. 2).

§ 17. By their religious pro-
fession, the members of an insti-
tute bind themselves to observe
the constitutions faithfully and
with love, for they recognize in
them the way of life approved by
the Church for the institute and
the authentic expression of its
spirit, tradition and law.

IV CHASTITY

§ 18. The evangelical counsel
of chastity embraced for the King-



dom of ‘heaven is a sign of the
future life and a source of abund-
ant fruitfulness in an wundivided
heart. It carries with it the obli-
gation of perfect continence in
celibacy (can. 599).

§ 19. Discretion should be
used in all things that could be
dangerous to the chastity of a con-
secrated person (cf. PC 12; can.
666).

V. POVERTY

§ 20. The evangelical counsel
of poverty jin imitation of Christ
calls for a life poor in fact and in
spirit, subject to work and'led in
frugality and detachment from ma-
. terial possessions. Its profession
by vow for the religious i
_dependence’ and limit
use and disposition o orali
ties accoxdmo to the norms of the
proper law of the institute (can.
600).

§ 21. By the vow of poverty,
religious give up the free use and
disposal of goods having material
value. Before first profession, they
cede the administration of their
goods to whomsoever they wish
and, unless the constitutions de-
termine otherwise, they freely dis-
pose of their use and wusufruct
(can. 668). Whatever the religious
acquires by personal industry, by
gift, or as a religious, is acquired
for the institute; whatever is ac-
quired by way of pension, subsidy
or insurance is also acquired for
the institute unless the proper law
states otherwise (can. 668, par.
3).

VI. OBEDIENCE
§ 22. The evangelical counsel
of obedience, lived in faith, is a

loving following of Christ who
was obedient unto death.

§ 23. By their vow of obed-
ience, religious undertake to sub-
mit their will to legitimate super-
iors (can, 601) according to the
constitutions. The constitutions
themselves state who may give a
formal command of cbedience and
in what circumstances.

§ 24. Religious institutes are
subject to the supreme authority
of the Church in a particular man-
ner l(can. 590, par. 1). All religious
are obliged to obey the Holy
Father as their highest superior
in virtue iof the vow of obedience
(can. 590, par. 2

§ 25. Rchg)xous may not ac-
cept duties and offices outside
their own  institute without the
permission’, of a lawful superior
(can. 671). Like clerics, they may
not accept public offices which in-
volve the exercise of civil power
(can. 285, par. 3; cf. also can. 672
with the additional = canons to
which it refers).

VII. PRAYER AND ASCETICISM

§ 26. The first and principal
duty of religious is assiduous un-
ion with God in prayer. They par-
ticipate in the Eucharistic sacrifice
daily insofar as possible and ap-
proach the Sacrament of Penance
frequently. The reading of Sacred
Scripture, time for mental prayer,
the worthy celebration of- the
Liturgy of the Hours according to
the prescriptions of proper law,
devotion to the Blessed Virgin,
and a special time for annual re-
treat are all part of the prayer of
religious (can. 663, 664 and 1174).

§ 27. Prayer should be both
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individual and communitarian.

§ 28. A generous asceticism is
censtantly needed for daily con-
-version to the Gospel (cf. Poeni-
temini, II-11I, 1, c). For this rea-
son, religious communities must
not only be prayerful ,groups but
also ascetical communities in the
Church. In addition to being in-
ternal and personal, penance must
also be external and communal
(cf. Cdm 14; ef. SC 110).

VIII. APOSTOLATE

§ 29. The apostolate wof all re-
ligious consists first in the wit-
ness of their consecrated life

which they are bound to foster by
prayer and penance (can. 673).

§ 30. In institutes dedicated to
works of the apostolate, apostolic
action is of their very nature. The
life of the members should be im-
bued with an apostolic spirit, and
all apostolic activity should be
imbued with the religious spirit
(can. 675, par. 1).

§ 31. The essential mission of
those religious undertaking apos-
tolic works is the proclaiming of
the work of God to those whom
he places along their path, so as to
lead them towards faith. Such a
grace requires a profound union
with: the Lord, one which enables
the religious to transmit the mes-
sage of the Incarnate Word in
terms which today’s world is able
to understand (cf. ET 9).

§ 32. Apostolic action is car-
ried out in communion with the
Church, and in the name and by
the mandate of the Church (can.
65 par 3y

§ 33. Superiors and members
should faithfully retain the mis-
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sion and works proper to the in-
stitute. They should accommo-
date them with prudence to the

- needs of times and places (can.
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677. par. 1).

§ 34. In apostolic relations
with bishops, religious are bound
by canons 678-683. They have the
special obligation of being atten-
tive to the magisterium of the
hierarchy and of facilitating for
the bishops the exercise of the
ministry of teaching and witnes-
sing- authentically to divine truth
(cf. MR 33; cf. LG 25).

IX. WITNESS

§ 35. The witness of religious
is publie. This public witness to
Christ and to the Church implies
separation from the world accord-
ing to the character and purpose
of each institute (can. 607 par. 3).

§ 36. Religious institutes should
strive to render a quasi-collective

witness of charity and poverty
(can. 640).
§ 37. Religious should wear

the religious garb of the institute,
described in their proper law, as a
sign of consecration and a witness
of poverty (can. 669, par. 1).

X. FORMATION

§ 38. No one may be admitted
to religious life without suitable
preparation (can. 597. par. 3).

§ 39. Conditions for validity of
admission, for wvalidity of novi-
tiate, and for temporary and per-
petual profession are indicated in
the common law w©of the Church
and the proper law of each insti-
tute (can. 641-658). So also are
provisions ~for the place, time,



programme and guidance of the
novitiate and the requirements for
the director of novices.

§ 40. The length of time of
formation between first and per-
petual vows is stated in the con-
stitutions in accordance with com-
mon law (can. 655).

§ 41. Through their entire life,
religious should continue ' their
spiritual, doctrinal and practical
formation, taking advantage of
of the opportunities and time pro-
vided by superiors for this (can.
661).

XI. GOVERNMENT
y :

§ 42. It belongs to the compe-
tent ecclesiastical authority to
constitute stable forms of living
by canonical approval (can. 576).
To this authority are also reserved
aggregations (can. 580) and the
approval ©of constitutions (can.
587, par. 2), Mergers, unions, fede-
rations, suppressions, and the
changing of anything already ap-
proved by the Holy See, are re-
served to that See (can. 582-584).

§ 43. Authority to govern in
religious institutes is invested in
superiors who should exercise it
according to the norms of com-
mon and proper law (can. 617).
This authority is received from
God through the ministry of the
Church (can. 618). The authority
of a superior at whatever level is
personal and may not be taken
over by a group. For a particular
time: and for a given purpose, it
may be delegated to a designated
person.

§ 44. Superiors . should fulfill
their office generously, building
with their brothers or sisters, a

- prescribed in the common
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community in Christ in which
God to sought and loved before
everything. In their role of ser-
vice, superiors have the particu-
lar duty of governing in accord-

ance with the constitutions of
their’ institute and of promoting
the holiness of its members. In

their person, superiors should be
examples of fidelity to the magis-
terium of the Church and to the
law and tradition of their institute.
They should also foster the con-
secrated lives of their religious by
their care and correction, their
support and their patience (cf.
can. 619).

§ 45. Conditions - for appoint-
ment or election, the length of
term of office for the wvarious
superiors, and the mode of cano-
nical election for the superior gen-
eral are stated in the constitu-
tions according to common law
(can. 623-625). /

§ 46. Superiors must each
have their own council, which as-
sists them in fulfilling their re-
sponsibility. In addition to cases
law,
proper law determines those cases
in which the superior must ob-
tain the consent or the advice of
the council for validity of action
(can. 627, par. 1 and 2).

§ 47. The general chapter
should be a true sign of the unity
in charity of the institute. It re-
presents the entire institute and
when in session exercises sup-
reme authority in accordance with
common law and the norms of
the constitutions (can. 631). The
general chapter is not a perma-
nent body; its composition, fre-
quency and functions are stated in
the constitutions (can. 631. par.



2). A general chapter may not
modify its own composition but
it may propose modifications for
the composition of future chap-
ters. Such modifications require
the approval of the competent ec-
clesiastical authority. The general
chapter may modify those ele-
ments of proper law which are not
subject to the authority of the
Church. y

§ 48. Chapters should not be
convoked so  frequently as to in-
terfere with the good functioning
of the ordinary 'authority of the
major superior. The nature, autho-
rity, composition, mode of proce-
dure and frequency of meeting of
chapters and of similar assemblies
iof the institute are determined ex-
actly by proper law (can. 632). In
practice, the main elements of
these should be in the constitu-
tions.

§ 49. Proviison for temporal
goods (can. 634-640) and their ad-
minisration as well as norms con-
cerning the separation of mem-
bers from the institute by trans-
fer, departure or dismissal (can.
684-704) are also found in the

1
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common lalw of the Church and
must be included, even if only in
brief, in the constitutions.

CONCLUSION

These norms, based on tradi-
tional teaching, the revised Code
of Canon Law and current praxis,
do not exhaust the Church’s pro-
vision for religious life. They in-
dicate, however, her genuine con-
cern that the life lived by insti-
tutes dedicated to " works of the
apostolate ' should develop ever
more richly as a gift of God to the
Church and to'the human family.
In drawing up this text which the
Holy Father has approved, the
Sacred Congregation for Religious
and for Secular Institutes wishes to
help = those institutes to ' assi-
milate the Church’s revised pro-
vision for them and to put it in its
doctrinal context. May they find
in it a firm encouragement to the
closer following of Christ in hope
and joy in their consecrated lives.

From the Vatican, on the Feast
of the Visitation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, May 31, 1983.



Appell tal-Papa ghall-Gurnata Missjuharja 1983

TIDHOL FL-ISPIRTU TAS-SENA MQADDSA
IFISSER TIMTELA BL-ISPIRTU MISSJUNARJU

Eghziez huti u mahbubin, uliedi fil-
Knisja! . :

1. Din is-sena l-Gurnata Missju-
. narja ghandha mportanza specjali
minhabba, ¢-celebrazzjoni tal-Gub-
lew tal-Fidwa. Meta nidejtu, fak-
kart il-kliem li kont ghidt lid-dinja
sa mill-bidu tal-pontifikat tieghi:
“Ifthu 1-bibien lil Kristu”; u, tas-
sew, il-Gublew hu sejha herqana
ghall-konversjoni u ghar-rikoncil-
jazzjoni, hu stedina biex dejjem ak-
tar nifhmu x’inhi Il-grazzja tal-
Maghmudija u, bil-generozita koll-
ha taghna, inhaddnu 1-Evangelju, li
hu  t-thabbira: tal-Fidwa u tas-sal-
vazzjoni ghall-bnedmin kollha.

Tl-Gublew, huwa u jfakkar lil
kull nisrani x’ghana ta’ gid kisbet
id-dinja bil-Fidwa, jikseb ghalhekk
tifsir missjunarju tassew tal-gha-
geb. Isir sejha mill-gdid ghax-xan-
dir tal-Evangelju lil dawk l-eluf ta’
eluf ta’ mnies, li, wara 1950 sena
minn mindu Kristu offra s-sagrific-
¢ju tal-Kalvarju ghall-fidwa tad-
dinja, ghad m’humiex insara u, fil-
ferh u n-niket taghhom, ma jis-
tghux isejhu l-isem tal-Feddej,
ghaliex ghadhom ma jafuhx.

Jekk mela rridu nkunu insara
tassew, ma jistax ikun li ma nix-
tiequx li jkollhom tishib shih fid-
don tal-ghageb tal-Fidwa dawn
hutna wkoll. Fi kliem, iehor: ir-re-
lazzjoni taghna ma’ Alla 1-Missier
u ma’ Kristu Gestt mhijiex biss re-
lazzjoni ta’ kull wiehed minna
ghalih, ghal rasu, imma hija wikoll
relazzjoni li thaddan il-familja kol-
lha tal-bnedmin, w ghalhekk na-
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rawha mdahhla f’dimensjoni Kkol-
lha kemm hi missjunarja. Kristu hu
1-Feddej tal-bnedmin kollha, miet
ghal kulhadd, ghal kulhadd ta b’
fidwa, lilu nnifsu (ara 2 Kor. 5,15;
I Tim 2,6; T iGw 2,3), u jsejjah lil
kull wiehed minna mhux biss
ghar-rikonciljazzjoni tieghu nnifsu,
imma wkoll biex ikun strument ta’
fidwa ghal dawk li ghad m’humiex
mifdijin: “Morru... ghallmu I-gnus
kollha” (Mt. 288,19-20).

Gieh mill-agwa, imma wkoll
kmand solenni li jgangal il-kuxjen-
za taghna u jgharbilha dwar 1l-ag-
wa kmandament tal-bxara t-tajba
ta’ Kristu: “Hobbu lil xulxin Kif
habbejtkom, jiena” (Gw 15,12.17).

M’hijiex forsi 1-Fidwa s-shuhija
fil-prattika ta’ dak il-pjan ta’ mhab-
ba li Kristu jridna nkomplu? Aktar
u aktar, mela, inkunu nistghu nghi-
du li nhobbu lil hutna, aktar ma
nhabirku wnahdmu biex inwassiu-
lhom il-Kelma li tifdi ta’ Kristu .
stess u Il-frott tal-Fidwa. Jalla
lkoll kemm, ahna naghmlu taghna
kliem. 1-Appostlu: “L-imhabba ta’
Kristu ggieghelna nahsbu f’dan” (2
Kor 5,14).

Kif ktibt [fil-Bolla 1li biha niedejt
il-Gublew: “It-tifsir gholi u l-gmiel
mpohbi ta’ din is-Sena li I-Mulej ged
jaghtina 1i niccelebraw narawh
mill-fatt li se nergghu nsibu u se
nghixu. mill-gdid il-hajja tas-sagra-
menti tal-Knisja, li permezz tagh-
hom il-grazzja ta’ Alla fi Kristu
tasal f'kull wiehed u wahda minna
u f’kull komunita.

Barra dan, irridu nithmu sewwa



li dan iz-zmien specjali, li fih I-in-
sara kollha huma mistiedna biex
ighixu aktar fil-fond is-sejha tagh-
hom ghall-hbiberija mal-Missier fl-
Iben, jilhaq il-milja tieghu biss
jekk iwassal lil kull wiehied u wah-
da minna halli mill-gdid jinghata
ghat-thabrik ghar-rikonciljazzjoni
mhux biss bejn dawk kollha li hu-
ma_dixxipli tal-Mulej, imma wkoll
bejn l-irgiel u n-nisa kollha tad-
dinja, Ghandu jwassal ukoll biex
mill-gdid ninghataw ghat-thabrik
ghall-paci fost il-gnus kollha ta’ 1-
art” (n.3).

Tidhlu, mela. fl-ispirtu tal-Gub-
lew ifisser timtela fl-ispirtu missju-
narju, iddawwar galbek mhux biss
lejn il-fond tal-kuxjenza tieghek,
imma wkoll lejn dawk kollha li hu-
ma hutna u ghandhom, dritt jaghar-
fu lil Kristu u jgawdu l-ghana ta’
Qalbuy, hu li hu “ghani bil-hniena.”

2. M’hemmx qgadi 'agwa tal-bniedem
mill-gadi missjunarju

Il-Gurnata Missjunarja ta’ din
is-sena tagbel ghalhekk perfetta-
ment mal-fehma teologika u pas-
torali tal-Gublew. Nerga’, mela,
intenni bil-hegga kollha ta’ galbi:
“Ifthu, anzi, ifthu berah il-bibien
ghal Kristu!” Immorru ghand is-
Salvatur, inwassluh lill-bnedmin
kollha! inwassluh bil-gawwa li tig-
bed u tgangal tal-Ispirtu s-Santu,
imsejjah u miksub bit-talba missju-
narja! Inwassluh billi nsiefibu t-
thatijiet taghna ta’ kuljum, iz-
zghar ukoll u l-mohbija, mas-sag-
rificcju kbir tas-Salib ha jsiru ghe-
ziez u jkollhom gawwa ta’ fidwa
ghal hutna. Inwassluh billi, bis-so-
lidarjeta - taghna, bl-apprezzament
taghna, bl-ghajnuna taghna ta’ kull
xorta, inwettqu l-hidma ta’ dawk li
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b’tant generozita hallew Kkollox
biex minn quddiem nett, ihabirku
ghas-Saltna ta’ Alla bix-xandir ta’
1-Evangelju.

B’mod spec¢jali rrid inkellem, liz-
zghazagh, li huma t-tama tal-Knis-
ja, it-tama tieghi.

Ha juzaw l-entuzjazmu Kkollu
taghhom, l-energija kollha li ghan-
dhom u s-sentimenti taghhom, il-
hegga u l-qlubija taghhom, biex ji-
&i T quddiem il-ghan gaddis tal-hid-
ma missjunarja. San Frangisk Sa-
verju, ’il boghod, mill-Indja, fejn
kien qed ihabbar il-Bxara t-tajba
tas-salvazzjoni, mhux fiz-zghazagh
ta’ mparu fl-Universita ta’ Parigi
kien gieghed jahseb, meta qal 1i
kieku dawn kienu jafu bil-htigijiet
kbar tad-dinja missjunarja, ma ki-
nux jahsbuha darbtejn biex jissie-
hbu mieghu fir-rebha spiritwali
tad-dinja ghal Kristu?

Liz-zghazagh ghalhekk nghidil-
hom: Tibzghux! Tibzghux tintelqu
fi hdan Kristu, taghtuh hajjitkom,
ghall-gadi, b’generozita kbira, ta’
dak li hu l-aqwa fost ideali kollha,
l-ideal missjunarju. Hemm| impenn
li jimliekom, hegga, impenn b’hid-
ma, li ma tieqaf qatt, li gieghed jis-
tennikom.

3. Il-koperazzjoni dmir ta’ kull
bniedem

Bl-istess mod nittama li l-insara
kollha jiccagalqu u jaghtu sehem-
hom fil-hidma kbira tal-koperazzjo-
ni missjunarja li fl-Opri Pontificji
Missjunarji ghandha l-ahjar stru-
menti, l-aktar adatti u l-aktar taj-
bin biex igibu ’l quddiem il-hidma
spiritwali u materjali tal-pjunjeri
tal-Evangelju (Ara Ad gentes 38).

Izda, biex l-insara jkunu jistghu
jagharfu sewwa kemm hi mehtiega



I-ghajnuna taghhom, jehtieg
igangluhom, biex ihossu x’inhi I-
problema, dawk li ghandhom id-
dmir importanti li jheggu ghall-
missjonijiet, is-sacerdoti u rwrelig-
juzi. '

Hu mehtieg li dawk li jmexxu I- *

Poplu ta’ Alla jhegguh, ghax minn- —

hom biss jiddependi jekk l-insara
jifhmux il-problema tax-xandir tal-
Evangelju u hekk ihossu li ghand-
hom l-impenn, li jghinu. Impenn Ii
hy aktar u aktar mehtieg u urgenti,
jekk wiehed iqis li 1-hidma missju-
narja, li thaddan ukoll il-bini ta’
knejjes, skejjel, seminarji, universi-
tajiet, centri ta’ ghajnuna, ec¢.,
kollha mehtiega, ghall-promozzjo-
ni religjuza u umana ta’ tant hut-
na, hi mxekkla minn hafna diffi-
kultajiet ta’ natura ekonomika.

U x’hemm ahjar mill-Opri Ponti-
ficji Missjunarji, li ghadni kemm
semmejt, biex isehh dan il-prog-
ramm halli kulhadd kull imkien jif-
hem u jhoss il-problema missjunar-
ju u halli jkun hemm organizzaz-
zjoni ta’ ghajnuna ghall-missjoni-
jiet imxerrda mad-dinja kollha?
~ Qaluli 1i dan l-ahhar f’hafna naz-
zjonijiet geghdin jitwaqqfu “Centri
ta’ animazzjoni missjunarja’. Bil-
gawwa kollha nirrikmanda inizjat-
tivi bhal dawn ghax jiswew hafna
biex wiehed jidhol fil-fond sewwa
tal-aspett teologiku, pastorali u
spiritwali tad-duttrina missjunarja.
Jien stess se jkolli l-okkazjoni li
niftah is-sede gdida ta’ wiehed
mjinn dawn, i¢-Centri, i¢-Centru In-
ternazzjonali ta’ Animazzjoni Mis-
sjunarja, (CIAM) fl-Uiversita Ponti-
ficja Urbaniana, 1i hi tant ghal qal-
bi. Y
Ghalhekk f'din il-Gurnata Mis-
sjunarja, il-Knisja, Omm, u Ghallie-
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ma, hergana ghall-gid ta’ kulhadd,
permezz ta’ dawn [-Opri Pontificji
tittallab  l-ghajnuna tal-bnedmin
kollha ta’ rieda tajba.

Hu dmir, hu gieh, hu ferh taghti
din l-ghajnuna b’generozita kbira
ghax dan ifisser li gieghed taghti
sehemek biex twassal il-ghana bla
gjies tal-Fidwa lil dawk kollha li
ghad ma jafux bl-ghana ta’ Kristu
li ebda mohh my jista’ jifhmu (ara
Ef. 3,8).

Fil-Kodic¢i 1-gdid tal-Ligi tal-
Knisja parti shihia mit-tieni ktieb
(kan. 781-792) hi dwar il-hidma
missjunarja; il-Kodi¢i b'mod I1-ak-
tar car isemmi d-dmir tal-insara
kollha li jaghtu sehemhom — kull
wiehed kemm jista’ — ghall-hid-
ma tax-xandir tal-Evangelju, ghax
jithem ir-responsabbilta li ghandu
u li gejja mill-istess natura missju-
narja tal-Knisja fiha nfisha (Kan.
781). B’dan il-mod tikseb 1-gharfien
mil-ligi tal-Knisja, il-koperazzjoni
missjunarja li, kif ighid il-kan.
781, trid issehh f’kull djocesi,
skond erba’ direttivi fundamentali.

Dawn, huma: il-promozzjoni tal-
vokazzjonijiet missjunarji; l-ghaj-
nuna tas-sacerdoti f’kull inizjattiva
missjunarja, u l-aktar biex jigu ’l
quddiem, 1-Opri Pontifi¢ji Missju-
narji; ic-celebrazzjoni tal-Gurnata
Missjunarja; il-gabra li ssir kull se-
na biex ikun hemm ghajnuna eko-
nomika lill-missjonijiet, gabra Ii
trid tintbaghat lis-Santa Sede.

4. Mill-Gublew stedina ghat-tama .

Minn, galbi nixtieq li, f’din is-sie-
gha iebsa li gieghda tghix id-dinja,
siegha mimlija iva, b’tant theddid,
imma siegha li thabbar ukoll tant
tamiet, il-gawwiet kollha tal-Knis-
ja, tal-Poplu ta’ Alla, jiksbu hegga



spiritwali gdida minn din is-Sena

Mgaddsa u jitganglu biex ix-xan-
dir tal-Evangelju jilhaq dejjem ak-
tar u dejjem aktar fil-fond il-gnus
u l-popli ta’ l-art.

Irrid fl-ahharnett nuri 1-hajr kol-
lu tieghi lil dawk kollha — sacer-
doti, patrijiet, sorijiet, lajci — li
quddiem, nett, fl-ogsma kollha tal-
Knisja, b’kull xorta ta’ hidma,

geghdin ighinu sewwa biex tikber
is-Saltna ta’ Alla. Lilhom u lill-
gheziez taghhom miinn galbi nagh-
ti l-barka Apostolika tieghi, rahan
ta’ kull xorta ta’ gid mis-sema.
Mill-Vatikan, illum 10 ta’ Gunju,
solennita tal-Qalb ta’ Gestl, tas-se-
na 1983, il-hames sena tal-Pontifi-

kat;
Ioannes Paulus pp. II

Mid-diskorsi tal-Papa fil-Kungress Ewkaristiku Nazzjonali ta’ Milan /

IL-HAJJA TAL-BNIEDEM TIDHOL FIL-MISTERU TA’ ALLA
FL-EWKARISTIJA

(omelija nhar Ghid il-Hamsin, 22 ta’ 'Mejju, 1983) . 7

Irridu llum naghmlu I-festa tat-
twelid tal-Knisja fit-tempju kbir u
sabih tal-holgien. Ghalhekk inten-
nu: “Ibghat l-ispirtu tieghek, Mulej,
u gedded il-wice ta’ l-art”. :

U ntennu dan il-kliem ahna u
ningabru fi¢c-Cenaklu nhar Ghid il-
Hamgsin: hemm nizel 1-Ispirtu s-
Santu fuq 1-Appostli, migburin
flimkien ma’ Marija Omm, Gesi;
hemm, twildet il-Knisja biex igged-
ded il-wic¢ ta’ l-art. Fl-istess hin
mill-hlejjaq kollha 1i jsiru b’xoghol
il-bniedem, naghzlu I-hobz u l-in-
bid, u nwassluhom fuq l-altar.
Ghax il-Knisja, li twieldet nhar
Ghid il-Hamsin bil-gawwa tal-Is-
pirtu s-Santu, titwieled bla heda
mill-Ewkaristija, fejn il-hobz u I-
inbid isiru 1-Gisem u d-Demm  tal-

Feddej. U dan, ukoll isehh bil-qaw- -

wa, tal-Ispirtu s-Santu.

- Ninsabu fi¢c-Cenaklu ta’ Gerusa-
lem, nhar Ghid il-Hamgin, izda fl-
istess wagqt il-Liturgija tal-lum, te-

hodna fl-istess Cenaklu ‘“filghaxija
fjum il-qgqawmien mill-imwiet.”
Hemm, fost! id-dixxipli migburin
flimkien u kollhom biza’, deher
Gest, ghalkemm il-bibien ‘kienu
maghluga. Wara li wriehom, idejh
u genbu, biex jifhmu li hu kien dak
stess 1i gie irsallab, galilhom: “Is-
sliem ghalikom! Kif il-Mijssier ba-
ghat lili, hekk jien nibghat Ilil-
kom,” U wara li gal dan, nefah
fughom u galilhom; “Hudu I-Ispir-
tu s-Santu. Dawk li tahfrulhom
dnubiethom, ikunu mahfura u dawk
li jzommuhomihom, ikunu mizmu-
ma” (Gw 20,21-23).

Ghalhekk, filghaxija fil-jum tal-
gawmien mill-imwiet, l-Appostli,
migburin fic-Cenaklu, ircewew 1-Is-
pirtu s-Santu, dak l-Ispirtu s-Santu
li hamsin gutnata wara nizel fug-
hom, biex, imnebbhin minnu, iku-
nu xhieda tat-twelid tal-Knisja:

'“Hadd ma, jista’ jghid ‘Gesd hu 1-
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Mulej’, jekk mhux imgangal mill-



Ispirtu s-Santu” (I Kor 12,3). -

" Filghaxija, fjum  il-qawmien
mill-imwiet, 1-Appostli, bal-qawwa
ta’ l-Ispirtu s-Santu, stqarrew bil-
qalb kollha: “Gest hu 1-Mulej”’; u
din hija l-verita li, minn nhar Ghid
il- Hamsm habbru lill-poplu’ kollu
sat-tixrid ta’ demmhom. =

Meta 1-Appostli emmnhu u stqa:r-
ru b’qalbhom, kollha, bil-qawwa ta’
I-Ispirtu s-Santu, li “Gesl - hu 1-
Mulej,” il-qawwa tal-Ispirtu s-San-
tu fdatilhom f’idejhom I-Ewkaristi-
ja — il-Gisem u d-Demm, tal-Mulej
— dik 1-Ewkaristija li fi¢-Cenaklu
stess, waqt 1-Ahhar Ikla tieghu,
Gesu ried, ]afda hhl-Ap*posxth qabel
bata,

Dak in-nhar, huwa u ]aghtxhom
il-hobz, qalilhom: “Hudu u kulu,
ghax dan huwa glsrm, mpghtl .gha-
likom.”

U mpaghad, huwa u ]aghtlhom
il-kal¢i bl-inbid, qalilhom: “Hudu u
ixorbu lkoll kemm, intom; dan hu-
wa lkaJC1 ta’ Demmi tal- patt il-
gdid u ghal dejjem li jixxerred gha-
likom u ghall-bnedmin = kollha
ghall-mahfra tad-dnubiet.”

U wara li -qal dan, zied ighidil-
hom: “Aghmlu dan b'tifkira  tie-
ghi.” Meta giet il-Gimgha, u mba-
ghad is-Sibt, il-kliem misterjuz. li
Gesu qal fl-Ahhar Ikla ma’ 1-Appo-
stli, -sehhu permezz tal-Passjoni
tieghu. - Araw, Gismu  gie moghti
ghalina, Araw, Demmu- gie mxer-
red ghalina. U meta Gesll rxoxt
deher: f’'nofs id-dixxipli- tieghu. fil-
ghaxija nhar 1-Ghid, qalbhom bdiet
thabbat: b’gawwa. . gdida -ta’ .fidi,
imgangla mill-Ispirtu s-Santu.

- Araw, quddiemhom. kien: hemm
Kristu rxoxt, : ;

Araw, Gesi hu. 1- Mule],

Araw, Gesu hu 1-Mulej li ta Gis-
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mu bhala hobz u Demmu bhala
nbld “ghall mahfra; tad dnubret ks

Tahom 1~ Ewkarlstlja (St

7. araw, .issa’ Knstu rrxoxt: 1gm-
dllhom “Kif. 11-M,1351er baghat hh,
hekk jien n‘nb:ghat hlknm Bt Lo

Araw, nbghathom bnl qawwa‘ ta
lIsplrtu S- Santu, bll-lkelma ¢ 7 e 1-
Ewkanstua 3 b1s~sm1a1 tal-Ewka-
ristija,” ghax " ‘verament qahlho«m
“Aghmlu dan, b'tifkira tieghi.”’ -

“Gesh Kristu hu 1-Mulej.” -

Araw ]lbghat hlhom l-Apposth
bit- tlfknra1 ghal denem taldGisem u
d-Demm tieghu, . bls-Sa.grament
tal-Mewt u l- Qawmgen tneghu ‘Hu

'Gesu Kristu Mulej u Raghaj tal-
m,erhla tleghu ghaz-zmxni]*.et kol-
lha.

Al -Knisja tlthﬁlled nhar Ghld 11-
Hamsm T1tw1eled ‘hil- qawwa ta’ l-
Ispirtu s- Santu, i ]gle:ghel hll-Ap-
postli . johorgu- mié- Cenaklu ‘biex
jibdew xl-mszJom taghhom S

Fil-ghaxija, ‘dak m-mhar 11 -qam
mill-imwiet; Gesili qahlhom “Kaf il-
Missier baghat Lli, hekk jien: ‘nib-
ghat thom,” Nhar ‘Ghid il- Hamsm
filghodu 1-Ispirtu - s-Santu ghamel
li huma jaghtu - bidu lghal dm il-
mjssjoni taghhom U, ‘hekk . huma
marru_fost in-nies u bdew jixter-
du mad-dinja. Qabel ma: sehh dan,
id-dinja, — id- dinja, tal- bnedmm —
kienet. dahlet fxc-vena:klu, Ghax
“imtlew ilkoll- bl-Ispirtu.s- Santu u
bdew - ]1tke|l]mu b’ilsna ohra, skond.
ma l-Ispirtu- kien yaghtlhmm 11 jit-
kellmu" (Altti- 2,4).. ‘B'dan - ui-don

l-ilsna. fi¢- Cenaklu .dahlet . id-
dmaa tal-bnedmin, . li _Jltkgllmu b’
hafna ilsna U li lilhom, trid. tkellem
b’hafna ilsna.biex :jifhmu, t-thabbi-
ra ta’ “l- eghm;enel kbar ta’ Alla"
(Attl 2,11).

' Ghalheiklk nhar Gmd 11 Hamsm



twieldet il-Knisja, bil-gawwa ta’ 1-
Ispirtu s-Santu. Twieldet, b’xi mod,
fid-dinja, kcllha mghammra mill-
bnedmyin, li jitkellmu b’hafna ilsna.
Twieldet biex tinxtered mad-dinja
kollha tghallem b’hafna ilsna, il-
gnus kollha.

Twieldet biex, hija u tghallem il-
bnedmin u 1-gnus, dejjeni titwieled
mill-gdid bil-kliem tal-Evangelju:

XOGHOL U EWKARISTIJA

biex dejjem titwieled mill-gdid
fihom bl-Ispirtu bil-qawwa sagra-
mentali ta’ 1-Ewkaristija.

Dawk kollha li jistimghu l-kelma
ta! 1-Evangelju, dawk kollha li jie-
klu l-Gisem u jixorbu d-Demm, tal-
Mulej fl-Ewkaristija, bil-qawwa ta’
l-Ispirtu s-Santu, jistqarru: “Gesil
hu I-Mulej”;/

/

(mid-diskors lill-haddiema f’Sesto San Giovanni, 21 ta’ Mejju 1983) :

Fil-bidu ta’ din il-laggha ta’ so-
~ lidarjeta maghkom f’din il-belt li
hi fil-qalba tad-dinja tax-xoghol,
halluni nsellem, lil Kristu 1-Mulej,
li meta gie fid-dinja bhala huna,
ried  'igarrab il-piz tax-xoghol.
Kristu huwa haj u jinsab fostna
llum ukoll fis-Sagrament ta’ I-Ew-
Karistija. Kif tafu, il-Knisja kollha
fl-Italja gieghda thares f’dawn il-
granet lejn Milan, fejn qieghed
isir il-Kungress Ewkaristiku Naz-
zjonali. Eluf ta’ eluf ta’ qlub ta’
rgiel u nisa geghdin iharsu b’fidi
mgedda lejn, 1-Ostja fuq l-altar,
ghax jaraw fiha l-prezenza ta’ Dak
li halag kollox u huwa s-Sid ta” 1-
istorja.

X’'mijsteru ta’ l-ghageb! Biex na-
slu ghand Kristu ma ghandniex
ghalfejn immorru lura fiz-zmien sa
ma naslu ghall-jiem, li fihom Kkien
ighix fid-dinja, ma ghandniex
ghalfejn noforqu l-ajru biex naslu
fil-Palestina. Bizzejjed nfidhlu fi
knisja u nersqu, lejn it-tabernaklu:
hemm insibuh; . hemm nistghu
nkellmuh; hemm nistghu nisimghu
x’irid minna; hemm nistghu nadu-
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rawh. L-ewwel kelmiet tieghi, f’din
il-laggha maghkom irridhom ikunu
stedina lilkom biex tinghaqdu ma’
dawk kollha li nezlin gharkobbtej-
hom, quddiem l-Ewkaristija biex
jadurawh. ;

Jiena u nitkellem fuq I-Ewkaris-
tija f’dan il-waqt u f’dan il-post,
ma nistax ma nsemmix aspett wie-
hed li jorbot lilkom il-haddiema,
irgiel u nisa, ma’ dan is-Sagra-
ment. Intom dawk li taghtu, biex
nghid hekk, il-materjal 1i bih issir
I-Ewkaristija. Mhumiex forsi I-
haddiema ta’ l-eghlieqi li jikkolti-
vaw id-dwieli u l-gamh? Mhumiex
forsi I-haddiema fl-industrija i
jhejju  l-istrumenti bliex bihom
ibidlu l-eghniged f’inbid u l-gamh
f’hobz? Il-liturgija tal-Knisja dan
tistgarru b’mod tassew car, meta
fit-thejjija tal-hobz u  l-inbid fil-
Quddiesa, ghal darbtejn ittenni
“frott ta’ l-art u xoghol il-bnie-
dem”. 1Il-haddiema kollha ghal-
hekk jistghu jkunu kburin li l-ostji
u l-inbid ikkonsagrati huma b’xi
mod ukoll opra taghhom.



ll

Mid-diskorsi tal-Papa f’Lourdes

QALB WAHDA FIT-TALB MA’ DAWK LI HUMA IPPERSEGWITATI
' MINHABBA FI KRISTU

* (Mid-diskors wara l-fjakkolata tal-14 ta’ Awissu 1983)

Nitolbu ghal kulhadd

Qeghdin * nishru, nistennew . il-
jum li fih ni¢celebraw il-glorja ta’
Marija. Qeghdin nitolbu. Mhux ak-
tar kull wiehed, ghalih innifsu, im-
ma, bhala poplu kbir fil-ghadd mie-
xi wara Gesll rxoxt, u qeghdin in-
dawlu 'l xulxin, mistrehin fuq il-fi-
di fi Kristu Gest, fuq kliemu, 1i hu
dawl ghal glubna. Gesu qalilna:
“Zommu l-imsiebah taghkom mix-
ghula” (Lq 12,35), l-imsiebah tal-
‘fidi, l-imsiebah tat-talb! "Jalla t-
talb taghna jitla’ quddiem Alla gisu
fjamma wahda hierga mill-qlub
taghna 1koll biex, ma’ Marija, nof-
frulu radd ta’ hajr u, fl-istess hin,
talba hergana.

Kulhadd gie hawn bil-fehmiet
partikulari tieghu, biex jitlob ghal
sahhtu, ghall-familja tieghu, ghall-
komunitd tieghu, ghal pajjizu. U
din hi haga tajba. Nghaqdu flim-
kien il-lejla, dawn il-fehmiet kollha
taghna biex nafdawhom, permezz
ta’ Marija, lill-Missier tas-sema. U
nahshul wkoll fid-dinja. kollha, fil-
Knisja kollha, f’dak kollu li Alla
jrid, u mhux biss fil-fehmliet tagh-
na.

Iva, nahsbu fid-dinja kollha! Ha
jkollhom, post fit-talb taghna dawk
in-njes kollha, irgiel u nisa, li, f
kull parti tad-dinja, qeghdin isofru
I-guh u tigrib iehor, minhabba 1-

herba tal-gwerer, minhabba 1i kel-

lhom, ihallu ’l pajjizhom; dawk li
huma vittmi tat-terrorizmu, kemm
politiku w kemm mhux politiku,
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terrorizmu. li jolgot tant innocenti
bla ebda skruplu, u jgaghlhom
\igarrbu  mibgheda, mohgqrija, in-
gustizzji ta’ kull xorta, htif, tortu-
ri, kundanni bla ebda garanzija ta’
gustizzja; dawk Kkollha li geghdin
ikollhom .id-dinjita taghhom ta’
bnedmin, li huma w d-drittijiet fon-
damentali taghhom mhedda bla
heda, u m’humiex hielsa li jahsbu u
jagixxu Kif iridu, imc¢ahhdin mill-
aspirazzjonijiet . nazzjonali xierga
taghhom, Nitolbu biex min hu res-
ponsabbli ta’ -dan. kollu - jbiddel I-
imgieba tieghu, u dawk li huma
mgarrbin minn dan isibu farag u
gawwa. Nahsbu wkoll f’dawk li
jinsabu f’qaghda morali mill-aghar
ghax gew mirbuha minn kull xorta
ta’ korruzzjoni. Nitolbu wkoll ghal
dawk li ged isibu ruhhom f'diffi-
kultajiet kbar: ghax jinsabu ’I bo-
ghod minn pajjizhom; jew gieghda,
jew morda, jew bla sahha, jew wa-
hedhom, Hu Kristu, 1-Iben: ta’ Alla,
li dieghed ibati fihom.

Ahna l-insara. mbaghad ghandu
jkollna- ghal galbna, fit-talb tagh-
na,  il-htigijiet spiritwali tal-Knisja
kollha, htigijiet. li ahna lkoll nafu
bihom, u -l fughom spiss nitkellem:
il-konverzjoni, ix-xandir tal-fidi, il-
qdusija ta’ dawk li kkonsagraw
hajjithom lil ‘Alla, il-vokazzjonijiet,
it-tkattir tal-familji nsara... ‘Izda
jehtieg nikkoncentraw il-hsibijiet u
t-talb taghna:-il-problema ta’ dawk
li geghdin isofru minhabba t-
twemmin taghhom. Ahna li hawn
nistghu nistgarru bla xkiel ta’ xejn



il-fidi u t-talb taghna, noqoghdu
attenti li ma ninsewhomx lil dawn
hutna! U l-aktar f"dan is-santwarju
ta’ Lourdes, li fuqu huma mitfu-
ghin 1l-ghajnejn tad-dinja kollha
minn mindu 1-Vergni Marija riedet
li tiddi t-tama taghha! Bhala Papa,
mghobbi bil-hsieb tal-Knejjes kol-
lha, u li spiss ikolli taghrif dwar il-
gqaghda taghhom, nistedinkom tim-
meditaw mieghi fuq il-misteru tal-
persekuzzjoni ta’ dawk li jemmnu,
billi, ma’ Marija, niftakru fi kliem
Gesll.

Kliem Gesu fuq il-persekuzzjoni

“Henjin intom meta jghajrukom
u Jippersegwitawkom u jaqilghu
kull xorta ta’ hazen u gideb kontra
taghkom minhabba fija, Ifirhu u
thennew ghax hlaskom kbir fis-
smewwiet” (Mt 5,11-12).

Din il-beatitudni, l-ahhar wahda
mit-tmienja fl-Evangelju ta’ San
Mattew, irrid intenniha quddiemek,
hawn f’Lourdes, o Marija, Omm
Kristu u Ommy il-Knisja. U jiena
u ntenniha, nixtieq nigbor quddie-
mek lil dawk li fid-dinja qed jigu
persegwitati minhabba fi Kristu,
dawk kollha li geghdin jobghodu-
hom minhabba f’ismu.

Kristu kemm-il darba tkellem
fuq persekuzzjonijiet mad-dixxipli
tieghu. Ma hbielhom qatt li l-per-
sekuzzjoni spiss kellha tkun il-hlas
tax-xhieda taghhom quddiem, il-
bnedmijn,

Ha nisimghu f’dan il-mument
kliem 1-Imghallem I fih jingabar I-
Evangelju tal-persekuzzjonijiet.
“Ghad jaghtukom f’idejn il-qrati,
isawtukom, fis-sinagogi, u titilghu
quddiem gvernaturi u slaten min-
habba fija, biiex taghtu xhieda qud-
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diemhom... . Imma min jibga’
jzomm, shih sa l-ahhar dan isalva”
(Mk 13,9-13). Izda “tibzghux minn,
dawk li joqtlu l-gisem bla ma jis-
tghu joqtlu r-ruh” (Mt 10,28).

Dan Kkliem mehud mill-Evangelji
ta’ San Mattew u San Mark.

L-Evangelju ta’ San, Luga, huwa
u jfakkar dawk li jobghoduhom,
iwarrbuhom U jghajruhom, minhab-
ba Bin il-Bniedem, jaghmilha car li
“meta jehdukom quddiem is-sina-
gogi u l-kapijiet u s-setghat, to-
qoghdux thabbly raskom Kkif jew
biex sejrin twiegbu jew X’sejrin
tghidu, ghax 1-Ispirtu s-Santu
jghallimkom dak il-hin stess x’
ghandkom, tghidu” (Lq 12,11-12),

U mnagraw . fl-Evangelju ta’ San
Gwann: “Jekk id-dinja tobghod-
kom, kunu afy li lili baghditni qa-
bel ma baghdet lilkom... intom m’
intomx ta’ din id-dinja ghax jiena
hrigtkom mid-dinja, izda billi min-
tomx tad-dinja ghax jiena hrigt-
kom, ntid-dinja id-dinja, tobghod-
kom... Il-qaddej mhuwiex akbar
minn sidu. Jekk jippersegwitaw li-
li, ghad .jippersegwitaw . lilkom
ukoll... dan kolly ghad jaghmlu-
hulkom minhabba f’ismi ghax ma
jagharfux lil dak li baghatni’ (Gw
15,18-21). Dawn Al-hwejjeg ghedt-
homlkom halli bija jkollkom is-
sliem. Fid-dinja tbatu jkollkom. Iz-
da aghmlu l-qalb: jiena rbaht id-
dinja!” (Gw 16,33).

Il-persekuzzjoni fl-imghoddi

Kristu mela hejja d-dixxipli
tieghu ghall-persekuzzjonijiet. U
huma gew ippersegwitati minn
mindu bdew il-mjssjoni fdata lil-
hom, F’Cerusalem stess, 1-Appostli
u dawk li stqarrew ’il Kristu, sof-



rew persekuzzjoni. L-ewwel tliet
mitt sena tal-hajja tal-Knlisja, fl-im-
peru ta’ Ruma, kienu zmijen ta’
persekuzzjoni, u l-ewwel wahda
faqqet fi zmien Neruni fis-sebghi-
nijiet, u fost il-vittmi ta’ dik il-
persekuzzjori kien hemm San Pie-
tru u San, Pawl. Sa tmiem, ir-raba’
seklu l-persekuzzjonijiet * Kkienu
jfagqghu regolarment wahda wara,
l-ohra. Il-Knisja twieldet mis-Salib
ta’ Kristu u Kkibret fost il-persekuz-
zjonijiet. Hekk gara fil-bidu, fi
zmien, l-imperu ta’ Ruma.

Hekk gara wkoll fiz-zmijen ta’

wara. Tul iz-zminijiet, issa f’pajjiz

sa f*ehor, faggew persekuzzjoni-
let kontra 1-Knisja u dawk li kie-
nu jemmnu fi Kristu taw hajjit-
hom, ghali-fidi u garrbu l-aghar
mohgrija. Il-martirologju tal-Knisja
nkiteb seklu wara l-iehor.

Il-persekuzzjoni llum

U lum, hawn f’Lourdes, irrid
inhaddan, bil-hsieb u l-galb tal-
Knisja lil dawk kollha li ged igar-
rbu persekuzzjoni fi Zzmienna. Ir-
rid inhaddanhom, kollha kemm, hu-
ma bil-qalb ta’ Omm, Alla, li 1-Kni-
sja tqim bhala Omm u Sultana tal-
martri.

Il-persekuzzjonijiet minhabba I-
fidi xi kull tant jixbhu ’l' dawk 1i
nkitbu fil-martirologju tal-Knisja
tul iz-zminijiet. Jistghu jkollhom
hafna suriet ta’ diskriminazzjoni
kontra mjn jemmen u kontra 1-ko-
munitajiet tal-Knisja. Dawn is-su-
riet ta’ diskriminazzjoni
fl-istess waqt 1li ged ikunu magh-
rufin il-liberta religjuza u l-liberta
tal-kuxjenza, u dan kemm fil-ligi-
jiet tal-pajjiz li jkun u kemm, f’do-
kument? ta’ karattru internazzjon-
ali,

ssibhom,
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Niccara 1-hsieb tieghi?

Fi zmien ' il-persekuzzjonijiet ta’
l-antik, il-kundanni Kkienu jkunu
jew il-mewt, jew id-deportazzjoni
jew l-ezilju.

Illum, mal-kundanna ghall-habs,
ghall-internament u, l-lavori forza-
ti, ghat-tkeccija mill-pajjiz, zdiedu
kundanni ingas Kkiefra imma, aktar
fini: mhux lil-mewt bit-tixrid tad-
demm, imma sura ta’ mewt Civili;
mhux il-habs jew il-kamp ta’ kon-
centrament imma restrizzjonijiet
ghal-libertd personali ta’ dak li
jkun u d-diskriminazzjoni.

Hemm mijjiet u eluf ta’ eluf ta’
xhieda, tal-fidi li spiss hadd ma jaf
bihom jew huma minsijin K min-
nies, medhijin bi hwejjeg ohra:
spiss Alla biss jaf bihom. Qed
igarrbu hafna nuqqasijiet kuljum u
dan f’hafna pajjizi, f'kull konti-
nent.

Huma nsara li jista’ jiltaqghu
biss blil-mohbi, ghaliex ma hemmx
permess ghall-komunitajiet tagh-
hom,

Huma isqfijiet, sacerdoti u relig-

juzi i ma jistghux jaqdu l-minis-
teru taghhom fi knisja jew f’xi
post. pubbliku.
'~ Huma sorijiet li ma jistghux
jehixu hajja ta’ komunita, bhala
sorijiet. Huma zghazagh li mhu-
miex imhpollijin jidhlu f’'Seminarju
jew f’novizzjat biex iwettqu l-vo-
kazzjoni taghhom.

Huma xebbiet 1i ma jistghux jik-
konsagraw ruhhom, ghall-hajja ta’
talb u ta’ qgadi lil huthom il-bned-
mijn, fil-bzonn.

Humg, genituri li ma ]1stghux
ikunu zgurati li jaghtu edukazzjo-
ni xierqa lil uliedhom skond il-fidi
li jhaddnu.

Huma rgiel u misa, haddiema,
professjonisti, intellettwali li, biss



ghaliex jistqarru I1-fidi, jirriskjaw
li. jigu mc¢ahhdin minn gejjieni ‘in-
teressanti ghall-karriera ]ew 1-is-
tudjl taghhom.

Ma’ dawn ix-xhieda rridu nzidu
l-gaghda iebsa u ta’ niket tal-pri-
gunieri, tal-internati, tal-eziljati,
mhux biss kattoli¢i jew insara im-
ma wkoll ta’ religjonijiet ohra.

Huma dishom innu ta’ tifhir 1i bla

heda jitla’ quddiem Alla mit-tem-
pju tal-kuxjenza taghhom, bhala

offerta spiritwali li zgur toghgob

lil Alla.
Diffikultajiet ohra

Dan kcllu ma ghandux inissina
diffikultajiet ohra li maghhom jil-
taga’ min irid ighix il-fidi tieghu.
Dawn ‘id-diffikultajiet —mhumiex
gejjin biss minn restrizzjonijiet
ghal-liberta permezz ta’ ligijiet u
restrizzjonijiet jew regimi, Jistghu
{gu wkoll minn drawwiet u feh-
miet 1i huma kuntrarji ghat-tradiz-
zjoni tal-Evangelju u li jaghmlu
pressjoni .gawwija fuqg is-socjeta

kollha kemm hi; jistghu jigu wkoll
minn ambjent ta’ materjalizmu u

indifferentizmu religjuz li johnoq
kull xewqa spiritwali, jew minn
fehma qarrieqa tal-liberta 1i tqis il-
liberta bhala n-nuqqgas ta’ kull xkiel
biex taghmel dak li trid ha tpaxxi
wkoll il-passjonijiet tieghek, u
mhux biss bhala nuqqgas ta’ xkiel
ha tikseb l-ahjar tas-sejha tieghek
bhala bniedem, u l-ghan spiritwali
tieghek u 1-gid ta’ kuladd. Din
mhix il-liberta li timbena fuq id-
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dinjita tal-bniedem u tghin il-fidi
nisranija. L-insara li jinsabu f’am-
bjenti bhal- dawn, jehtieg ikollhom
kuragg kbir biex jibgghu safja u
bla tebgha u juzaw tajjeb il-liberta
taghhom. Ghal dawn ukeoll irridu
nitolbu. “Ibzghu minn ‘dawk li: jis-
tghu joqtlu r-ruh,” ‘ighidilna Gest.
Fkull zmien tal-grajja taghha I-
Knisja tat gieh u wriet imhabba
ghal dawk li jsofru ghal Kristu. Il-
Knisja gatt ma tinsiehom u huma
dejjem, fi hsiebha. U hawn il- lejla
dan geghdin nuruh. Qeghdin nitol-
bu ghal dawk kollha 1i fkull im-
kien u b’kull mod jinsabu perseg-
witati minhabba  1-fidi taghhom.

Fakkarna Kkliem Kristu stess.
Jalla dan il-kliem iqawwi lil dawn
hutna! Jalla I-Ispirtu s-Santu jkun
fihom. Hu jnebbahhom u jxerred
fi qlubhom qgawwa ta’ l-ghageb.
Quddiem Alla, b’xi mod, jiddu bha-
la dwal imxerrdin mad-dinja kollha
u li minnhom il-Knisja tikseb qaw-
wa kbira. Jalla jibga’ jkollhem il-
paci fil-qalb u l-qawwa ta’ spirtu
tassew nisrani. Ha tissahhah fihom
is-sens tad-dinjita taghhom, i tigi
mill-fedelta taghhom lejn il-kux-
jenza u l-verita. Ha jaghtihom il-
Mulej id-don 1i jahfru lil min qed
jippersegwitahom u d-don tal-im-
habba ghall-eghdewwa taghhom.

O Omm Kristu, int, taht is-Salib
ta’ Ibnek, ‘int qrib dawk kollha fid-
dinja ‘huma ippersegwitati. Ghin-
hom ha jkunu jifilhu ghat-tigrib
taghhom u jiksbu r-rebha permezz
tas-Salib.



Mid-diskorsi tal-Papa fl-Awstrija

10 ta’ Settembru — Wagqt 1-_Ghasar ta’ 1-Ewropa f’Heldenplatz

EWROPA MAGHQUDA MILL-FIDI FI KRISTU

...“Is-sliem, ghalikom!” Sliem lil
din il-belt! Sliem lil Awstrija! Sliem
lill-pajjizi kollha mad-dwar, fit-tra-
muntana u nefs in-nhar, fil-lvant u
I-punent!

...Insellem bit-tislima ta’ Kristu
lilkom, ilkoll li tinsabu migburin
hawn taht is-Salib. Il-paci vera tigi
mill-qalb minfuda ta’'Dak II minn
fug is-Salib isejjah lil kulhadd
l1ejH. .., Taht is-Salib illum hawn 1-
Awstrija,” 1-Ewropa. Ghax fis-Salib
biss hemm it-tama. Bis-Salib il-
hajja ghelbet il-mewt. Is-Salib hu
sinjal tal-imhabba ta’ Alla ghall-

bnedmin,  imhabba 1i thabbeb, li

teghleb it-tbatija u l-mewt, u twie-
ghed l-imhabba bejn l-ahwa Ilill-
bnedmin u lill-popli u hi ghajn ta’
gawwa mis-sema ghall-bidu ta’ tig-
did shih fil-holgien kollu.

Il-fidi nisranija ghagdet 1-Ewropa
I¢-celebrazzjoni ;cal-lejla. .. iggie-
ghelna nharsu ’l hemm, minn kull
fruntiera naturali, nazzjonali jew
artifi¢jali, lejn 1-Ewropa kollha,
lejn il-popli kollha ta’ 1-Ewropa, bl-
imghoddi kollu taghhom, mill-
gholjiet tal-Urali sa 1-Atlantiku,
mill-bahar  tan-Nord sal-Mediter-
ran, l-Awstrija, fil-qalba ta’ 1-Ew-
ropa, kellha sehem kbir fid-destin
ta’ -Ewropa. B'mod tassew ta’ I-
ghageb uriet kif, f’pajjiz zghir, set-
ghu jghixu flimkien, mhux min-
ghajr problemi, hafna razez u jku-
nu ta’ ghajnuna ghal xulxin... L-
Awstrija hija mera, mudell ghall-
Ewropa. Dak li wassal ghall-ghaq-
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da bejn, tant varjeta ta’ razez kien
ffug kollox ix-xandir tat-twemmin
nisrani. Il-mixi tal-missjunarji u
tal-pellegrini nsara rabtu ma’ xul-
xin fis-sliem lil-pajjizi u l-popoli ta’
l-Ewropa... Mal-mixi ta’ dawk li
kienu ged iwasslu 1-Evangelju lill-
gnus, zdied il-mixi tal-pellegrini
lejn Ruma fuq il-gabar ta’ San, Piet-
ru, lejn Kompostella wara 1-Appos-
tlu San Gakbu, lejn postijiet ohra
fejn .ghexu u huma mijidfunin gad-
disin ohra, lejn is-santwarji tal-Ma-
donna. Dawn il-pellegrinaggi mhux
biss taw gieh, fl-Ewropa Kkollha, lil
Omm,_Alla, lill-Appostli u lill-Qad-
disin, imma wasslu biex gnus u po-
pli differenti jifhmu ’l xulxin. B’
hekk ghenu wkoll ghall-ghagda. fl-
Ewropa... Il-kultura wahdanija ta’
I-Ewropa, minkejja l-hafna krizi-
jiet u l-hafna firdiet, ma tistax tif-
himha jekk ma tqisx il-kontribut
tal-messagg nisrani. Din l-ghaqda
ta’ 1-ghageb bejn it-twemmin nisra-
ni u l-ispirtu ta’ 1-Ewropa tal-qe-
dem, hu l-wirt tal-Ewropa kollha, .

- wirt 1i minnu l-Ewropa Kisbet 1-

ghana u l-qawwa taghha, l-izvilupp
ta’ l-ghageb fl-arti u x-xXjenza, il-
formazzjoni kulturali u  l-hegga
ghar-ricerka, il-filosofija u 1-kultu-
ra tal-ispirtu. Fi hdan dan il-wirt
spiritwali nisrani, il-fehma nisrani-
ja dwar il-brliedem sawret il-kultu-
ra tal-Ewropa. Ix-xebh tal-bniedem
ma’ Alla u I-fidwa tieghu minn
Kristu, Bin il-bniedem, hu I-peda-
ment storiku u religjuz li fuqu hu
mibni l-harsien tad-dinjita tal-



bniedem, u r-rispett ghall-htiega 1i
ghandu l-bniedem 1li jgib ruhu ’l
quddiem f’solidarjeta shiha mal-
bnedmin l-ohra. Wiehed ghalhekk
Jithem malajr ghaliex kull formu-
lazzjoni w kull proklamazzjoni
dwar id-drittijiet tal-bniedem har-
get mill-Punent.

Mumenti ta’ dlam fil-grajja
ta’ 1-Ewropa

Din 1-Ewropa maghquda 1li rce-
viet il-formazzjoni taghha mill-fidi
fi Kristu, inqgeghduha mijll-gdid taht
is-Salib, ghaliex fis-Salib hemm it-
tama. Mga nistghux naghalqu ghaj-
nejna ghall-fatt Ii l-istorja ta’ 1-Ew-
ropa ma kellhiex biss mumenti
kollhom, dawl, imma, kellha wkoll
mumenti mdallma u, tal-biza’, li ma
jagblu xejn mal-ispirtu... tal-Bxara
t-tajba ta’ Kristu. Spiss pajjizi u
partiti, kollhom mibgheda u hruxi-
ja, taw bidu ghal xi gwerra, Spiss
Xi nies gew imcahhda minn pajjiz-
hom; gew imkeccija jew kellhom
jaharbu minhabba mijzerja, diskri-
minazzjoni jew persekuzzjoni.
Eluf ta’ eluf gew maqtula minhab-
ba r-razza, jew in-nazzjon, jew il-
fehmjiet taghhom, u xi kull tant
ukoll. ghax ta’ skomdu ghal hadd-
iehor. Thoss galbek magsuma tara
li kien hemm insara wkoll fost
dawk li haqru u ippersegwitaw lil
ghajrhom. Jekk min-naha niftahru
bi Kristu u 1-Bxara t-tajba tieghu,
min-naha l-ohra rridu nistqarru I-
hafna htijiet taghna, bil-hsieb, bil-
kliem u bl-eghmil u billi bgajna in-
differenti quddiemy l-ingustizzji u
ghalhekk ghandna nitolbu mahfra.

Fl-istorja ta’ 1-Ewropa niltagghu
ma’ glied u firda mhux biss fil-haj-
ja tal-pajjizi u fil-hajja politika. Il-
firdiet religjuzi hallew is-sinjali

taghhom fil-Knisja wahda ta’
Kristu. U dawn il-firdiet religjuzi,
flimkien ma’ interessi politici w
soc¢jali, wasslu ghall-hafna glied,
mohgrija u tkeécija minn pajjiz-
hom ta’ dawk li kienu jistqarru

twemmin, iehor. Bhala werrieta ta’

missirijietna, ‘inwasslu taht is-
Salib ta’ Kristu din l-Ewropa wkoll
mghobbija bi htijietha, Ghax fis-
Salib hemm, it-tama.

Is-sena 1683

L-Awstrija tal-lum, imma mhux
I-Ewropa kollha, hi hielsa mjll-hak-
ma tal-barrani u mill-vjolenza tal-
gwerra, hielsa minn xi theddida
barranija, hielsa minn glied kbir fi
hdanha. X’differenza mill-imghod-

~di, u l-aktar mjs-sena 1683! Din is-

sena hi sena importanti mhux biss
ghall-Awstrija, imma wkoll ghall-
Ewropa kollha, u ta’ min jahseb
fugha u jiftakar f'min ghandna
nroddulu hajr. Ilkoll nafu 1li 300
sena ilu ghadd kbir hafna ta’ sul-
dati tal-imperu tat-Torok assedjaw
il-belt ta’ Vjenna Kkif kienu ghamlu
ga fl-1529, Kull mjnn fejn ghad-
dew - dawn is-suldati hallew it-
twerwir tal-hruq, tal-qirda, tad-de-
portazzjonijiet: il-mjzerji, it-tnehid,
it-tbatijiet kienu bla gjies, imma
kienet ta’ l-ghageb il-qlubija ta’
dawk li ‘kienu jiddefendu 1-belt. U
l-qawwa taghhom kienet gejja
mill-fidi, mit-talb, mill-konvinzjoni
li huma kienu ged jiggieldu mhux
biss ghal pajjizhom, imma  wkoll

. ghall-Ewropa, u ghall-fidi nisrani-

ja. Hu dmir tieghi bhala- Papa
nfakkar li kien Papa ta’ gabli, il-B.
Innoc¢enz XI, li ghen 1-Awstrija bil-
flus, bit-thabrik diplomatiku' tie-
ghu, u b’sejha ghat-talb. maghmula
lid-dinja nisranija kollha. U jixraq



li Papa polakk jitkellem minn gal-
bu fuq is-sultan polakk Jan Sobies-
ki li mexxa s-suldati nsara li mar-
ru biex jehilsu l-belt ta’ Vjenna
mill-assedju, f'wagqt 1i fih dawk li
kienu jiddefendu l-belt kienu was-
lu fl-ahhar, u hekk setghu jehilsu
milli belthom taqa’ f’idejn il-ghadu.
Haga xierqa li tiftakar f’dawk li
ddefendew il-belt u f’"dawk li helsu-
ha, li, bi ftehim, bejniethom, setghu
jeghelbu l-attakk tat-Torok. Ghad
ghandna I-priedki ta’ dawk li f’dak
iz-zmien kienu jheggu n-nies
mhux biss biex juruy qlubija, imma
wkoll u fuq kollox jergghu jghixu
hajja ta’ nsara. L-istorja tghallim-
na li ghandna niftakru fugq dawn
il-grajfiet mhux bl-istess spirtu ta’
dawk iz-zmjnijiet, u ma ngisuhomx
skond iz-zmijnijiet taghna. L-istorja
ma tridniex la mikkundannaw u I-
angas infahhru lilna biss. Nafu
sewwa li kiefra ma Kkinux bliss is-
suldati Torok, imma, kienu Kkiefra
wkoll is-suldati tal-imperatur u I-
alleati taghhom. Jekk ahna ferha-
nin b’rebha 1li gabet il-helsien
ghall-punent nfisrani, ghandu nhos-
su misthija li s-solidarjeta bejn I-
insara dak in-nhar ma gietx minn
rajja, ma Kkinitx ghall-Ewropa. Izda
fugq kollox ghandna niftakru 1li 1-
kliem - ta’ l-armi ghall-gwerra,
mhux il-kliem ta’ Kristu u langas
il-kliem, ta’ Ommu Marija, li dak
iz-zmien kienu jsejhulha, kif ghad-
hom isejhulha llum, ‘“ghajnuna ta’
l-insara’.
gwerra ma tkunx tista’ tehles min-
nha, u langas l-insara ma jkunu jis-
tghu jehilsy minnha, Tzda f’"dawn
ic-cirkostanzi wkoll in-nlisrani jib-
ga’ dejjem marbut bil-kmandament
ta’ l-imhabba ta’ l-eghdewwa, u
tal-hniena: dak li miet fuq is-salib

Jista’ jigri xi kull tant i
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ghalina li sallabnih, ibiddel f’huna
kull ghadu taghna, u ghalhekk
ghandna nhobbuh fil-waqt li nid-
defendy, ruhna mjinnu.

Ghandna, naghmlu festa, mhux
ghax irbahna, imma ghax ksibna 1-
paci wara grajja li kienet ghalina
ta’ tant tbatija. Jehtleg nuru li ji-
xirgilna dak lil-helsien li ghalih ig-
gelidna b’tant hegga...

Paci religjuza

Il-wirt li hallitilna 1-grajja tal-
1683 jitlob fuq kollox paci religju-
za, — pagci fost il-werrieta ta’ Ab-
raham u ghaqda fost l-ahwa fi
Kristu. Ulied Mawmettu li 300 se-
na ilu kienu ged jassedjaw din il-
belt, illum qed ighixu fostna u
spiss huma ta’ ezempju ghalina
bir-rabta taghhom ma’ Alla, Il-ko-
munita tal-Lhud 1i f'dawk iz-zmi-
nijiet insibuha fost il-popli kollha
tal-Ewropa u li fi zmienna, b’'mod
hekk: tragiku, giet impagqgsa hafna
fil-ghadd, minhabba f’hekk twissi-
na biex nersqu lejn xulxin bhala
bnedmin u nidhru flimkien qud-
diem Alla u biH inkunu ta’ servizz
ghall-ohrajn. Il-firda bejn l-insara
f1-1683, 1li kellha konsegwenzi tra-
gici fil-politika ta’ dak iz-zmijen, il-
lum issejhilna biex ikunu komuni-
ta li thoss il-htiega 1li niltagghu
flimklien, biex nitolbu u nghinu lil
xulxin.

It-tifsir tas-Salib

...Fis-Salib hemm it-tama tat-
tigdid nisrani tal-Ewropa, izda dan
isehh biss jekk l-insara jiehdu bis-
serjeta l-messagg tas-Salib. Salib
ifisser taghti hajtek ghal huk biex
flimkien ma’ tieghu, issalva hajtek.



- Is-Saliby ifisser li l-imhabba hi ak-
tar qawwija mill-mibeghda u; 1-ven-

“detta, li ahjar. taghti milli tircievi,,

li timpenja ruhek hu aqwa milli tit-
lob 1l-ghajnuna.

Is-Salib. ifisser li ma hemmx
gharqa, minghajr tama, mhemmx
dlam, mjinghajr kwiekeb, mhemmx
maltempata minghajr port zgur.

Is-Salib ifisser li l-imhabba hi
bla tarf, tibda minn ghajrek u ta-
sal sa dawk li huma. ’l boghod.

Is-Salib ifisser li Alla hu dejjem
akbar minna l-bnedmin, li hemm
salvazzjoni wkoll ghal min falla
bis-shih, li I-hajja hi dejjem agwa
mill-mewt.

. Bhala dixxipli tal-Mulej, intom
illum, imsejhin biex taghtu twegiba
‘ta’ helsien u ta’ tama lill-bnedmin
tal-lum, li qed ighixu fost tant thed-
did u tahwid, bil-qawwa li tigikom
mis-Salib ta’ Kristu, « bil-kelma
taghkom mjimlija tama, bl-ezempju

ta’ hajja nisranija.

U ffuq kollox itolbu, Itolbu bhalma
talbu l-insara fost it-tbatijiet tal-
1683. Itolbu ... u nghagdu mieghi
taht is-sinjal tas-Salib li tellajna f’
din il-pjazza bhala sinjal ta’ mpenn
nisrani u ta’ talb. Kif fl-1683 il-Pa-
pa Innocenz XI sejjah lill-popli
mheddin, mill-Mislem biex jinghag-
du flimkien f’ghagda gaddisa, hekk
il-Papa tal-lum isejhilkom ghall-
glieda spiritwali biex tibga’ ssehh
il-paci u l-liberta, glieda li titlob I-
istess impenn u l-istess glubija u l-
istess hegga ghas-sagrificcju u l-is-
tess gawwa biex tirrezisti, li wrew
mjissirijietkom, meta ; salvaw lil
Vjenna, u l-Ewropa.

Niehdu d-de¢izjoni taghna u naf-
dawha lis-Salib ta’ Kristu, is-Sid ta’
l-istorja kollha tad-dinja ghax fis-
Salib hemm zgur ‘it-tama u s-sal-
vazzjoni.

U

10 ta’ Settembru — Liz-zghazagh fl-istadium tal-Prater

KRISTU QED ISEJHILKOM, BIEX TAG!HTU XHIEDA TIEGHU
FIL-KNISJA U FID-DINJA

Gesn jaghti tifsir lill-hajja

...Meta nara lilkom iz-zghazagh
qalbi timtela b’imhabba kbira u b’
tama kbira... Mill-kritika li intom
taghmly lill-mexxejja tal-pajjizi u
tal-Knisja nara li intom lesti taf-
frontaw 'il-problemi li gejjin mill-
gaghda tad-dinja llum., Huma pro-
blemi kbar hafna li jitolbu mpenn
shih. Intom stess dan ghidtuh b’
mod l-aktar serju: id-dinja u z-
zmien li fih geghdin nghixu humg
sfida kbira ghalikom. Jolgtukom

42

il-mizerja u l-guh li hemm, f’tant
pajjizi tad-dinja u jolgtukom ukoll
il-hafna ingustizzji 1i taraw. Twis-
su kontra l-hazniet kbar ta’ l-armi
tal-gwerra u t-theddida ta’ gwer-
ra) nukleari, Ghandkom, ghal galb-
kom, l-ambjent. Tafu li hafna nies,
u l-aktar zghazagh, huma mhed-
din mill-periklu tat-telfien tal-post
tax-xoghol jew huma ga qieghda.
Hafna nies f’pajjizi ohra huma
mghakksin intellettwalment u ma
jistghux jistgarru bil-liberta kollha
I-fidi taghhom. Dan kollu jgieghel



lil wiehed jahseb li ma hemmx ak-
tar gejjieni ghall-hajja, 1i 1-hajja ma
ghandha ebda tifsir. F’qaghda bhal
din xi whud jaharbu minn kull res-
ponsabbilta billi jfittxu I-hena fie-
ragh tad-dinja tax-xorb u tad-dro-
gi, tas-sess bla ebda rbit, tal-indif-
' ferenza, tal-vjolenza. Ghal xi whud
is-soluzzjoni hi biss il-mewt.

Izda nofs il-lejl, xi hadd qal, hu-
wa wkoll il-bidu tal-jum. Id-diffi-
kultajiet tal-lum, igibu f’hafna nies
u l-aktar fiz-zghazagh; holm Il-ak-
tar galbieni, u jgajmu l-aqwa qaw-
wiet tar-ruh, tal-qalb, ta’ l-id. Les-
ti biex jagsmu ma’ l-ohrajn hajjit-
hom, lesti biex jimpenjawha bla
hsieb ta’ xejn.

F’kull imkien in-nies qed jistaq-
su lilhom, infushom w lil xulxin: X’
nista’ naghmel? X’nistghu nagh-
mlu? Fejn sejrin? U huma z-zgha-
zagh li l-aktar qed jistagsu dan. Iri-
du jaghtu sehemhom ghall-fejgan
tas-socjeta ghajjiena u marida. B’
hekk qed jaghtu tifsir gdid lill-haj-
ja taghhom u 'l dik ta’ hbiebhom.
U dan it-tifsir ghal hafna minnhom
ga ghandu isem: l-isem ta’ Gesu.
Sabu ’l Gesu. Sar it-tama taghhom.
Ohrajn ghadhom ifittxuh. Uruhom
it-triq li twassal ghandu.

Gesu juri t-trig

Gejtu . minn hafna trigat ghal
hawn, qrib is-Salib li xi whud min-
nkom hejjew hawn fin-nofs. Salib
tal-fjuri, salib li jwarrad, sinjal haj
ta’ Kristu li miet imsallab u li rxo-
xta. Sinjal ta’ ffidi fil-qawmien kon-
tra kull ma jista’ jxekkel,

Triqatkom u s-Salib hawn f’nofs-
kom, juruna ’l Kristu li qal ghalih
innifsu: Jiena t-Triq.

Elfejn sena ilu sejjah ghal wa-
rajh zghazagh bhalkom. Hallew
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kollox, id-dghajjes taghhom u x-
xbiek u saru dixxipli tieghu. Saj-
jieda u pubblikani saru appostli.
Gesl jsejjah illum ukoll. Qed isej-
hilkom. Qed jurikom it-triq 'per-
mezz tal-Evangelju,  1li jitkellem
fuq ir-relazzjonijiet tieghu mal-
bnedmin.

Tolgotna minnufih l-ghozza u I-
imhabba li bihom Kkellem il-bned-
min: kif bierek it-trabi, kif gibed
galb il-midinbin waqt l-ikel, Kkif
kien jiehu hsieb id-dixxipli tieghu
u bil-mod il-mod imexxihom lejn
sura, ohra ta’ hajja, Kkif issieheb fin-
niket ma’ l-armla ta’ Najn, kif sa-
ma’ l-ghajjat tat-tallab ghama f’
f’genb it-triq, kif kellem il-mara
hdejn il-bir. Kull pagna tal-Evan-
gelju tkellimna fuq l-imhabba bla
gjies ta’ Dak li ghadda mid-dinja
jaghmel ‘il-gid, » ‘

Izda Gestul jurina wkoll li mhux
biss galbu marbuta mal-bnedmin,
imma wkoll mal-holgien kollu. Ja-
ra kif iz-zerriegha tikber fl-ghalqa
fejn inzerghet, u Kkif it-tina taghti
I-frott taghha. Iqis l-irjieh u s-shab.
Iz-zerriegha tal-mustarda u. l-ghal-
qa tad-dwieli, il-gilji ta’ l-eghlieqi u
l-ghasafar tal-bejt isiru -parabboli
tas-saltna ta’ Alla li gie biex ihab-
bar. ’

Ma ghandniex nistaghgbu mela
li z-zghazagh illum ged iduru lejn
Gesli: intom thossu b’mod specjali
li 1-bniedem:u n-natura ghandhom
ikollhom imharsa kif jixraq id-din-
jita taghhom u s-siwi taghhom.

F’Gestt hemm wisq aktar minn
xi ideal tal-bniedem tal-lum, Sesu
jurina 1i l-bniedem u d-dinja ghan-
dhom tifsir gholi hafna: Id-dinja hi
holgien ta’ Alla, u fid-dinja jahdem
bla heda Alla, il-Missier etern.
Ghalhekk permezz tal-holgien kol-
lu nistghu naslu sa ma naraw 'l

sed



Alla: kemm, fil-grajjiet kbar li jseh-
huy madwarna u kemm, fil-hwejjeg
zghar li gishom ma jiswew xejn
u li langas ma naghtu kaz tagh-
hom,

L-Evangelju jurina li l-qawwa li
kelly Gestt u li dehret f’hajtu kol-
lha, gejja mijr-rabta tieghu mal-
Missier fl-imhabba.

Dan il-messagg ta’ Gesh li Alla
jinsab dejjemy fil-holgien hu ghali-
na ghajn ta’ fiducja. Alla jafna.
Jafna aktar milli nafu lilna nfusna.
Hu jhobbna ghalkemm din' l-im-
habba mhux dejjem, tidher. Huwa
Alla li jaghtina futur. Mhuwiex
Allla tal-mejtin, imma Alla li huwa
haj u jaghti 1-hajja, Nistghu naf-
daw fih, naghmlu l-eghruq taghna
fih. Dan ghallimna Gesl tul it-33
sena tal-hajja tieghu fuq I-art. Dan
ried ifissrilna meta qal: Jiena t-
triq.

Gesu jitlob imhabbitna

Il-messagg ta’ Gesu huwa fl-is-
tess hin talba, Xi haga trid tohrog
mill-imhabba, u I-fiducja fih. Is-
sentimenti wahedhom mhux biz-
zejjed: irridu nkunu lesti ndawru
lejH ir-rieda kollha taghna u egh-
milna kollu. Gestt ma jhallilna eb-
da dubju dwar dan: “Min izomm,
il-kmandamenti tieghi u jharishom,
dan hu 1i jhcbbni” (Gw 14,21).

Forsi issa tridu tistaqsu: X’irid
minna 1-Mulej? Kif nistghu nagh-
mlu dak li jrid? “Int tafhom il-
kmandamenti,” qal Geslt liz-zagh-
zugh li ghamillu l-istess mistogsi-
ja. ‘Tafu l-kmandamenti.” Hudu-
hom, bis-serjeta. Jurukom it-triq.

Kristu ged isejhilkom biex tim-
xu minn din, it-triq. Bhalma mexa
mad-dixxipli ta’ Ghemmaws, hekk
jimxi maghkom, fi trigtkom lejn il-
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bnedmin, fuq ix-xoghol, fis-socjeta.

Intom, fi trigtkom, biex tiltagghu
mal-bnedmjin. Hafna ghad ma ta-
fuhomx, Wiehed jew wahda minn-
hom ghad tkun sehbitkom fil-hajja
b'mod decisiv ghalikom u ghal
ulied li taghhom, tkun il-genituri.
Kif se tiltagghu ma’ xulxin? Kif se
titghallmu dik l-imhabba li kapaci
teghleb kull deluzjoni? Kif se tit-
ghallmu tirrealizzaw lilkom infus-
kom, biex tagharfu mhux biss il-
jien, imma l-int u l-ahna wkoll?
Gesu qal: “Ejjew ghandi u tghal-
Imu mjinni.”

Intom se tidhlu ghax-xoghol, u
nawguralkom, li x-xoghol issibuh.
Ghal hafna minnkom ma jkunx ix-
xoghol 1li xtaqu, imma biss post
tax-xoghol, izda dejjem post 1i jit-
lob l-impenn kollu taghkom. Kunu
onesti, kunu shab tajba ta’ l-oh-
rajn. U meta jkun hemm bzonn,
kunu lesti li tidhlu ghar-responsab-
biltajiet partikolari. Tibzghux turu
li intom insara fl-ambjent tagh-
kom,. Dan ikun ghajn ta’ hena kbir
ghalikom, ukoll jekk xi drabi ma
jithmukomx = jew  iwagqghukom
ghac-cajt,

Fl-ahharnett se tiltagghu mas-
socjeta tal-gejjieni. Tixtiquha ahjar
minn dik tal-lum, U ghandkom ra-
gun. Ma tkunx haga sewwa jekk
ma, troddux hajr lil dawk i fi
zmienhom ghamlu hafna ghalikom.
Ma tkunx haga sewwa tharsu lejn
l-imghoddi bil-fehmiet tal-lum, u
ma tqisux sewwa ghal kollox kull
ma, gara. Izda bhala nsara ahna
nemmnu li nistghu nkunu dejjem
ahjar milli ahna. U dan spiss jitlob
tibdil y, thassib gdid.

Tridu socjeta b’aktar sincerita,
gustizzja u hniena. Triduy socjeta li
jkollha sena akbar ta’ responsab-



biltd lejn il-bniedem u lejn l-amb-
Jjent, b’aktar moghdrija, u b’aktar
paci. [bdew intomy u kunu aktar
sincieri u aktar gusti, hennu, aktar
u habirku ghall-paci, dik il-pa¢i li
nkunu nistghu nistennew minghand
l-ohrajn, jekk ahna stess nghixuha.

Intony resqin lejn socjeta 1i tridu
taghtu sehemkom biex issawruha.
Dawk li ghad jigu warajkom, ghad
jaghmlulkom I-istess mistogsija 1i
ged taghmlu intom illum lil dawk
li huma akbar minnkom fil-gho-
mor: X’ghamiltuy minn hajjitkom u
mid-dinja?

II-Knisja ta’ ghada

Intom, ukoll tridu ssawru I-graj-
ja tal-Knisja ta’ ghada, Jiena zgur
li ma tridux Knisja li tnaqqas dak
li jitlobna Gestt jew li ddghajjef it-
tezor tal-fidi. Intom tridu Knisja li
titkellem c¢ar, li tkun kredibbli.
Minghajr ma. tintelaq ghall-ispirtu
taz-zmjen tal-lum, trid twassal it-
tama lill-bnedmin tal-lum. U dan
taghmlu billi:

— izzomm hajja fil-bnedmin il-
konvinzjoni li s-salvazzjoni ta’
l-istrutturi tiddependi mis-sal-
vazzjoni tal-qlub;

— tistenna  s-salvazzjoni mhux

 biss mill-isforzi ta’ kull wiehed
minna, imma l-aktar bhala don
ta’ Alla;

— thabbar li Alla huwa t-tmiem
taghna 1koll u hekk tbieghed
minna, 1-biza’ 1i nitilfu xortina
jekk 'ma niksbuhiex minnufih
ahna stess;

— nghixu bis-semplicitda kollha
ghaliex naraw f’Alla l-veru gha-
na taghna,

Gesl 1llum ged ighid lil kull wie-
hed minna dak li darba gal lil San
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Frangisk ta’ Assisi: “Ttid terga’ tib-
nili dari”, il-Knisja. Hafna joholmu
bi Knisja ohra, gdida ghal kollox.
Imma Kristu jheggigkom biex tim-
penjaw ruhkom, ghall-Knisja ta’ is-
sa: lilha tridu ‘“tibnu mill-gdid”,
tridu ggeddu.

Mil-lumy  tridu- tibdew thabirku
ghall-bini tal-Knisja ta’ ghada,
Knisja minghajr firdiet, la bejn min
jistgarr il-fidi mod u min jistqar-
rha mod iehor, u, langas bejn min
hu zghir u min hu kbir fil-ghomor;
Knisja li toffri pajjiz lil hafna, waqt
li tfakkarkom, li hawn ma ghand-
niex ghamara ghal dejjem. F’din il-
Knisja, intom, ilkoll ghandkom post
u ghandkom dmir x’tagdu, Intom
din il-Knisja tridu tibnuha bhala
zghazagh insara, bhala dawk li
ghada se jkunu missirijiet u ommi-
jiet, bhala nies li jemmnu u qged
jagdu dmijrijiethom, f’professjoni-
jiet u ogsma differenti tal-hajja.

Fostkom themm ftit 'li Kristu
zgur se jsejhilhom biex jagduh

Taharbux' minn din, is-sejha. Aghtu

" widen, ghas-sejha dghajfa tieghu

fost sejhat aktar gawwija li jridu
jghidulhom hwejjeg ohra.

Il-hidma taghkom, hi kbira, im-
ma, Geslt jghidilkom: “Tibzghux!”
Thallux ixekkilkom min ma jhab-
barx hlief zventuri. Taccettawx il-
prin¢ipju, “Jew kollox jew xejn,”
imma bil-kuragg kollu u bis-sabar
imxu °’l quddiem, b’passi zghar.
Ahsbu b’mohkom u thallux imex-
xikom kliem haddiehor. Gesu jghi-
dilkom, ukoll: “Aghmlu penitenza,
ikkonvertu.” Tghabbux lil haddie-
hor — lis-socjeta, lill-istat, . lill-
Knisja, — bir-responsabbiltajiet
taghkom. Flok tilmentaw u takku-
zaw, idhlu ghar-responsabbiltajiet -



taghkom, Aghmlu paci bejnietkom
permezz tas-sagrament tar-rikon-
c¢iljazzjoni ma’ ' Alla u mal-bned-
min, u hekk tkunu nies henjin u
taghmluy henjin lill-ohrajn. Gesl
jistagsikom, kif stagsa lil San Piet-
ru: Thobbni int? Jekk thobbuh lil
Sesti, kemm tista’ tiswielkom din
l-imhabba? Intom ghonja bid-de-
hen, bilffehmiet, bir-rieda tajba.
Timpenjaw ruhkom ghall-paci u

kontra I-mizerja tat-tielet dinja.
Ghadkom, zghazagh. Illum ukoll hi
haga sabiha tkun zaghzugh, qalbek
miftuha ghad-dinja u ghall-hajja. -
Haga sabiha taghti u tirc¢ievi, Cestt
ged ighidilkom: Jien nibghatkom.
Toqoghdux bil-gieghda komdi, bil-
gieghda bid-dubji taghkom u bil-
biza’ taghkom, imma morru. It-triq
tafuha. It-trig hi Kristu! Nimxuha
flimkien!

10 ta’ Settembru — Mill-omelija fil-Quddiesa ghall-ghaqdiet tal-apostolat

fil-Kattidral ta’ San Stiefnu

IL-LAJCI U L-MISSJONI FIL-KNISJA

...Jl1-Knisja ma tieqaf qatt ixxer-
red id-don tal-hniena ta’ Alla, u fl-
istess hin thabrek biex l-art niexfa
ssir ghammiela. - Ghal dan intom
tistghu taghtu sehemkom skond is-
sejha taghkom, ta’ laj¢i li intom, II-
lajéi huma fl-istess hin sinjal ta’
salvazzjoni fid-dinja u pont bejn
il-Knisja u d-dinja. Spiss intom: il-
laj¢i, aktar mis-sacerdoti u r-relig-
juzi, ghandkom kuntatt aktar mill-
qrib ma’ kif ighixu n-nies, mal-hti-
gijiet u t-tamjet y l-kontradizzjoni-
jiet spiritwali ta’ zminijietna. Biss
bl-appostolat tal-lajéi,  f’ghaqda
shiha mar-raghajja tal-Knisja, im-
gawwi bil-grazzja tas-sagramenti
mgaddsa, il-Knisja hi tassew Knis-
ja.

Bhala successur ta’ San Pietru
rrid nirringrazzjakom, ghas-servizz
li geghdin taghtu f’din il-missjoni
li 1-Iben tal-Missier ried jafda lill-
Knisja. Intom tagdu I1-Evangelju
b’hafna modi, kull wiehed minn-
kom, fil-qasam, u skond il-vokazzjo-
ni i ghandu, imma lkoll f’kollabo-

razzjoni shiha bejnietkom, Intom
stess wegibtu ghal din is-sejha u
dhaltu ghal dawn l-impenji. U fl-
istess hin Alla ghazilkom u mlie-
kom bil-grazzja tieghu.

Dawk li jghallmu I-fidi

Kunu afu mela 1li kull hidma
taghkom fl-appostolat tal-lajéi hi
fl-ahhar mill-ahhar gadi ghat-thab-
bir tal-Bxara t-tajba ta’ Kristu.
Dan ighodd b’mod specjali ghal
dawk li huma mpenjati diretta-
ment fil-qadi tax-xandir tal-fidi.
Qed nghid. ghal dawk. li:jghallmu
r-religjon fl-iskejjel, u ghal dawk
li jghallmu I-fidi f’'ogsma ohra u I-
aktar fit-thejjija, ghall-Maghmudija,
ghall-Grizma, ghall-Qrar, ghall-ew-
wel tqarbina u ghaz-zwieg...

Nafu 1i l-qadi taghkom fit-tagh-
lim tal-katekizmu jsib hafna tfix-
kil; ahna zguri li 1-Ispirtu ta’ Alla
jghammar, fil-Knisja; bil-verita kol-
lha tieghu u ma nhallux li dawk
fdati lilna jifhmu 1-fidi kit jidhril-
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hom bla ebda ghajnuna. Infittxu
nuzaw il-metodi tajba kollha biex
il-veritd nwassluha b'mod li tiftie-
hem, Imma fl-istess hin inzommu
‘quddiem, ghajnejna I-kelma ta’ I-
Appostlu: “Xandar il-kelma, . sus
wara 1-fidili f'waqtu u barra minn
waqtu” (2 Tim 4,2).

Ix-xandir tal-Evangelju mil-laj¢i
jsir l-aktar fl-ambjent taghhom.
Ghalhekk bir-ragun kollu nistghu
nghidu 1i 1-genituri huma l-ewwel
katekisti ta’ wliedhom, li I-haddiem
l-ewwel appostlu tal-haddiema, u li
z-zghazagh aktar malajr jaghtu
widen lil min hu ta’ mparhom mil-
li ’1 min hu akbar minnhom. Kull
fejn tghammru bhala nsara li tem-
mpu u mwettqin fil-Maghmudija u
1-Grizma, kunu veri habbara, tal-fi-
di, bil-hisieb li taghtu I-helsien lill-
bnedmin permezz tal-verita.

11-k0mulnitajiet ihsara

Ghal dan ighin hafna jekk jin-
holqu komunitajiet. II-Knisja fil-
mixi taghha tul iz-zZminijiet, dej-
jem uriet gawwa liema bhalha kull
darba 'li twagqfu komunitajiet ta’
hajja spiritwali u ta’ appostolat. Xi
whud minnhom damu ghal ftit taz-
zmien, ohrajn baqghu shah u haj-
jin tul il-medda ta’ mijiet ta’ snin.

Lil dawn il-komunitajiet jien, in-
sellmilhom! Naf tajjeb bl-impenn
taghkom ghall-formazzjoni tal-haj-
ja socjali w religjuza,  impenn li
~ dhaltu ghalih u ghadhom sal-lum
jistennewh minn ghandkom. Habir-
ku ghalhekk biex bla heda tiggeddu
fl-gherf 1i jigina mit-taghlim tal-
Knisja u mill-ezempju ta’ nies gad-
disa. L-Ewkaristija trid tkun gha-
likom pedament ta’ kollox, u minn-
ha tiksbu l-gawwa ghall-appostol-
at taghkom.
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Dawk li jahdmu fl-brga,nizzazzjoni
tal-Knisja

. «..Fi hsiebi wkoll huma dawk li
ged jagdu s-saltna ta’ Alla fil-Kni-
sja billi jaghtuha hinhom kollu: is-
sagristani ‘u l-organisti, l-ghorrief
fil-ligi u l-amministraturi, u l-aktar
il-kollaboraturi: tal-Knisja Kattoli-
ni, ighinu bil-hidma taghhom fil-
hafna organizzazzjonijiet ta’ ghaj-
nuna, u assistenza, u huma ghal-
hekk mera tal-wice kollu. mhabba
ta’ Kristy u ta’ idu dejjem lesta
biex taghti. L-eghmil kollu tagh-
kom hu xhieda tal-hniena ta’ Alla
ghal kull min hu mgarrab. Ix-xir-

ka, flisem Gesli, ma’ min qed ibati,
ghandha tkun ir-ragun ta’ kull im-

. penn socjali tal-Knisja.

Ghall-koordinament ta’ dan il-
qadi kollu fi hdan il-Knisja ghan-
dkom, il-kunsilli parrokkjali, u isti-
tuzzjonijiet ohra fuq livell aktar
gholi. Dawn l-organizzazzjonijiet
kollha juru x’inhu verament il-pop-
lu ta’ Alla. Dawn l-corganizazzjo-
nijiet jahdmu flimkien biex is-sa-
cerdoti u 1-lajéi jfittxu l-istess trig
ghax-xandir tal-Evangelju u jipper-
mettu lill-Knisja f’pajjizkom biex
issemma’ ahjar lehenha.

Fl-ahharnett irrid insemmi dawk’
li.ged jaghtu servizz fis-skiet. Mhi-
jlex xi haga ta’ xejn li knisja tkun
imsebbha, ‘imzejna . b’imhabba;
mhux xi hadd ma jimpurtah minn
xejn, min jiehu hsieb parrocca; hu
importanti hafna l-ispirtu li bih wie-
hed jidhol ghal dawk il-hafna hid-
miet zghar li titlob it-tmexxija ta’
komunita: dan kollu hu kbir £
ghajnejn Alla. Dan ukoll jiftah it-
trig ghall-Evangelju, jekk isir b’im-
habba u konvinzjoni. :



lla-htiega tal-qdusija tat-talb u
taf-konvarijom B

r‘

BléX ;l—Mdma taghﬂ(om fl oqsma
koﬁha tal:appostolat tkun ‘tassew
t;swa jehtieg’ li- tkunu mimlijin: bl-
Ispirtu.ta’ Kristu. Ghalhekk inheg-
gigkom, ‘biex:tqaddsu : ‘hajjitkom. .
Bniedem qaddis, f'hajtu u f’mewtu,
hu xhxeda tal Evangellju f’pamzu u
&arbtem bn,ex Lsenlah 1d-d1xx1pll
tleghu ghall perfezz;om ‘Id-diskors
tat-muntan}a hu. taghhm ezemplap
T : ghall-qdusua .Tibzghux ~'minn
dan iltkliem; itibzghux ' mill-verita
ta’. hajja ‘qaddisa; Veru' li'1-Knisja
téhtxeg 1-1st1nu22;Mleet kbar tagh-
kom, ! Listrutturi: u”l:thezzi - finan-
zjatji; Tzda rl-ghajn. tal-Hajja:huwa
1- Is;mtu ta’ Kristu; b1 jrid, Jldher bll-
fatti:fil-bniedem,

q Ghaihekk itolbu, u: flttxu i aktar
it- talb personah Hatfna knejjes
taghkom, «huma haga, ta’ l-ghageb
thall.uhomx -isiru muzewmet {I1-fj-
di haua ta’ talb, fis-skiet -ta’- tant
nies quddiem it-tabernaklu’ Jwasslu
blex dawm xl-kne]]es glbqghu Jghoz-
zu d-dlsrulta taghhom u l-mkop li
g:hahh ambnew g :

Aghtu ‘mill-gdid- fil- komumtapet
taghkom hama lis- sagrame,nt tal-
grar.’ Bil- parabbola tal-farizew u I-
pubbhkam Kristu wriena car. b’lie-
ma sentnmfemu ghandna. nidhlu fil-
knisja. Fejn ma hemmx indiema,
joktru. l-akkuzi, u_dawn igibu l-in-
kwiet, Joholqu l-eghdewwa u jist-
ghu jwasslu. ghall-gwerer. L-indie-
ma taghna quddiem Alla ma sser-
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vix - biss - ghas-salvazzjoni taghna
nfusna, .imma wkoll ghas-salvaz-
zjoni tad-dinja madwarna. U hekk
inkunu sinjal haj ta’ tama f’nofs
il-bnedmin 1i jichdu htijiethom jew
huma mghaffgin tahthom, Itolbu ’l
Alla jaghtikom il-grazzja'li terfghu
salibkom, Hajjitkom hi spiss fit-
tigrif, u hafna jagghu. Hemm haf--
na. nies i ma jaraw ebda tifsir fil-
hajja. Kunu intem, bil-gawwa umli
taghkom, li taghtu lil dawn in-nies
il-kuragg biex jerfghu salibhom, U
hekk. tkunu' ghalihom . ezempju li
jaghtihom il-helsien: fikom jaraw
it-triq li minnha jridu jghaddu, biex
mal-Feddej, jaslu sa l-Gholja taz-

Zebbug u sal-gawmien. U biex mnis-

picéa; Ghixu  hajjitkom bil-kuragg
Kol ukoll' jekk ‘tgisu’ hajjitkom
ma:tiswa xejn. L-ghalliema Kkbira
tal-hwejjeg zghar, Santa Teresa. ta’
Lisieux, .urietna tul il-hajja gasira
taghha, kemm huma kbar quddiem
Alla l-hidmiet zghar taghna ta’ kul-
jum.. Niftakru. wkoll f’Charles de
Foucauld-li kien iqgis-bhala ezempju
mill-agwa I-hajja -mohbija ta’ Cesti
f’Nazaret.. Hemm, qdusija li tidher
sewwa f’xi bnedmin, imma hemm
ukoll il-qdusija mohbua tal-hana
ta’ kulgum :

F'dan kollu Marija hi lﬂqwa
ezemp]u ghalikom,. L-anglu sellmil-
ha “mimlija . bil-grazzja”’ .u hekk
sellmitilha 1-Knisja, tul iz-zminijiet.
Il-Mulej maghha. IlI-Mulej magh-
kom, ukoll fil-qdusija ta’ hajjitkom
u fil-qadi tal-appostolat taghkom.
Dan jixtigilkom il-Papa...



12 ta’ Settembru — Lill-haddiema

IS- SOLIDARJETA’ NISRANIJA TWASSAL GHALL- HIDMA

Il-qghad

...L-ekonomija u d-dinja tax-xo-
ghol ghandhom, quddiemhom prob-
lemi godda. Fuq ix-xefaq tad-dinja
qed titfacea krizi ekonomika kbira
li, milli' jidher, f’hafna pajjizi se
ggib qghad fit-tul. Xi esperti jah-
sbu li se jkun hawn zviluppi li se
jwasslu - ghal tnaqqis Kkbir fix-xo-
ghol tal-bniedem' ghall-produzzjoni
tas-servizzi u tal-gid. Ga qed na-
raw dan it-tibdil. F’qaghda bhal din
ahna l-insara rridu nuru x’inhi I-

" fehma taghna dwar il-bniedem u
dwar ix-xoghol. Ma ghandux jigri
li min jitlef il-post tax-xoghol, jit-
lef ukoll postu fis-soc¢jeta u jibga’
walidu u nieqes mill-istima tieghu
nnifsu. Ix-xoghol ghandu impor-
tanza fondamentali ghall-bniedem,
u t-twemmin nisrani jaghti impor-
tanza kbira lix-xoghol. Izda 1-mes-
sagg nisrani juri wkoll li I-bniedem,
hu bniedem mhux biss bix-xoghol.
Il-bniedemy hu xbieha ta’ Alla u
ghandu jigi meqgjus skond id-dinji-
ta ta’ bniedem li hu'u mhux skond
xoghlu. Ghalhekk gatt ma ghand-
na ngisu l-gghad bhala htija - ta’
mijn hu gieghed.

Ma - tistax tholl il-problema; tal-
qghad ‘minghajr is-sagrificcji- ta’
kull min hu milqut minnu. Tridu
turu li hemm solidarjeta fostkom.
Jien nittama fikom u zgur li flim-
kien, issibu kif thollu dan il-prob-
lema;

Iz-zghazagh, in-nisa, l-inkapacitati -

Mhux il-bnedmin kollha huma
milquta bl-istess mod mijll-pjaga
tal-qghad. Hemm xi whud li jeh-
tiegu l-attenzjoni specjali ta’ l-oh-
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ra]n,. Qed  jikber in-numru taz-
zghazagh li wara li jkunu trawmu
ghax-xoghol, ma jsibux xoghol fiss.
Ihossu li gew imgarrga wara  li
jkunu hejjew ruhhom sewwa ghax-
xoghol u ghall-impenn ta’ respon-
sabbilta fis-socjeta. In-nisa mbagh-
ad huma dawk li l-ewwel ]mlfu I-
post tax-xoghol.

Ukoll jekk il-hidma taghhom
fid-dar jisthoqgilha, gieh kbir, ma
ghandhiex issir diskriminazzjoni
kontrihom, Il-mara, tal-lum, tahdem
fl-ogsma, professjonali -kollha w
ghandha dritt taqdi I-hidma tagh-
ha skond. l-attitudni-li ghandha bla
ebda pregudizzju, minghajr -ma ti-
gi mwarrba minn . ebda hidma li
ghaliha thossha migbuda. Il-qagh-
da mbaghad tal-inkapacitati- hi-ak-
tar difficli, Imma :hi- haga li -ma
tixragx lill-bniedem u-cahda ta’ 1-
istess mnatura. tal-bniedem,. taghti
xoghol biss lil min. hu-hieles minn '
kull nuqgas. Ma nistghux nagsmu
I-bnedmin, f’zewg gruppi, dawk b’
sahhithom u tajbin ghax-xoghol u
dawk: dghajfa u marradin li- trid
tistabar bihom. F’dan il-kaz ukoll
ix-xoghol ghandu jitqies b’riferen-
za ghad-dinjita tal-bniedem u mhux
b’riferenza ghall-interess ekonomi-
ku. Sakemm; fostkom hemm, min hu
qgieghed, ghandkom, tfittxu flim-
kien maghhom kif se thollu dan il-
problema.

In-nies tat-tielet dm]a

Fl-ahharnett nixtieq 1n£ke1L11m;kom
ffug problema Ii hu tassew ghal
qalbi. Imhassbin kif ahna bil-gej-
jieni ekonomiku u socjali tal-paj-
jizi taghna, ma ghandniex ninsew
il-mizerja kbira tal-pajjizi tat-tie-



let dinja. Ma ghandniex nahsbu fi-
na nfusna biss meta qged infittxu
kif se nhollu dawn, il-problemj so¢-
jali kbar. Ahna, ghax insara, waqt
li geghdin naraw kif se nhollu
. dawn il-problemji, ma ghandna qatt
ninsew dawk il-bnedmin li huma
meahhdin mid-drittijiet fondamen-
tali taghhom. .,

- Jekk il-problemi tal-lum huma
kbar hafna, ma ghandniex naqtghu
galbna. Id-dinja — ukoll fil-qaghda
li fiha tinsab illum — tahielna Alla
bhala I-hidma taghna. U I-fidi nis-
~ranija li nhaddnu ghandha hafna
ragurfijiet u hafna principji 1i ju-
runa kif inwettqu din il-hidma
taghna. L-ewwel pagni tal-Iskrit-
tura — il-gnajja tal-holgien — b’xi
mod huma l-ewwel Evangelju tax-
xoghol. [l-bniedem gie mahlugq
xbieha ta’ Alla u b’xoghlu jissie-
heb fl-opra tal-Hallieq. U dan ma
nghiduhx biss ghal xi hidma stra-
ordinarja. L-irgiel u n-nisa,. li bix-
xoghol taghhom ta’ kuljum jaqil-
ghu dak li jehtiegu bliex ighixu, jis-
tghq jgisu ruhhom li qeghdin ikom-
plu T-opra ta’ Alla.

Solidarjeta nisranija

It-tkattir tal-problemi socjali fl-
industrija u l-ekonomija wassal
Filll-h'addi‘ern(a biex dejjem aktar jah-
dmu flimkien b’solidarjeta bejniet-
hom. Maghqudin flimkien helsu
nijll-umjljazzjoni y l-mohqrija. Hol-
qu kondizzjonlijiet ta’ hajja 1li tix-
raq il-bniedem, ta’ hajja fil-gustiz-
zja u l-liberta. Ghal dan il-ghan il-
haddiema mnsara sabu gawwa u
‘hegga fit-taghlim socjali tal-Knisja.

Is-solidarjeta nisranija tWassal
ghall-hidma
Fl-Evangelju naraw lil Gesit mie-
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.postli wkoll.

xi minn tarf ghall-iehor ta’ pajjizu
b’ghajnejh miftuha: b’imhabba lie-
ma bhalha jhares lejn il-bnedmin
imgarrbin mjll-mard u johroghom
mijll-iZolament 1i fih sabu ruhhom
minhabba l-mard u l-istmerrija tal-
bnedmin. B’hekk intrefa’ b’gawwa
liema bhalha ’1 fuq mijll-oppozizzjo-
nj ta’ dawk ta’ madwaru, tal-Ap-
Ghalhekk in-nisrani,
li jhoss li ghandu jkun solidali ma’
l-ohrajn, ma jistax ikun indiffe-
renti quddiem, l-ingustizzja: iwar-
rab l-indifferenza biex ma jikkom-
promettix ruhu u jkun lest ghall-
hidma mehtiega. Id-de¢izjoni Ili
taghti s-sehem tieghek hi decizjo-
ni importanti hafna ghall-bini ta’
dinja li tixraq lill-bniedem.

Is-solidarjeta nisranija twassal
ghall-hidma flimkien

Meta naslu biex nahsbu mhux
fil-jiena biss, imma f’ahna wkoll,
inkunu warrabna minna l-egoizmu
u r-ras-iebsa. Mgeta nfittxu l-inte-
ressi ta’ xulxin inkunu ged nit-
ghallmu kif nikbru u naslu ghall-
milja ta’ l-irgulija. Il-hidma, flim-
kien hija t-triq li twassal bliex tholl
il-problemi li jkun hemm, flimkien
ma’ dawk li huma milqutin minn-
hom., Dan narawh fl-istorja tal-
Knisja ta’ Kristu. Id-dixxipli tal-
Mulej kienu grupp madwar Gesu
jitghallmu u jahdmu bhala komu-
nita, Baghathom tnejn tnejn u ma
tawx ahbar ta’ salvazzjoni indivi-
dwali ghax is-salvazzjoni  hija
mwieghda lill-poplu kollu ta’ Alla.

Is-solidarjeta nisranija hija ‘favur’
u mhux ‘kontra’ hadd iehor ;

Il-hidma ta’ solidarjetd ghandha
bhala ghan li tnehhi t-tbatija bla
fb‘Zo‘n‘fn li ;jgibu l-bnedmin u n-natu-



ra. Tmur ukoll kontra dawk li jag-
blilhom 1i jibqghu ¢erti qaghdiet ta’
ingustizzja. Izda 1-hidma ma tridx
tkun ‘“kontra” taghhom, ghax dan
jista’ jgib mohgrija gdida, imma
trid tkun “favur’’ il-helsien. F'iGesii
naraw Kif kien jehodha bla biza’
kontra l-hziena u l-ingusti. L-ghan
tieghu kien \il-fidwa u mhux it-tel-
fien tal-midneb; 1-ghan tieghu kien
il-hajja u mhux il-mewt. L-ghan
tas-solidarjeta bejn il-haddiema ma
ghandux ikun ir-rebha u l-hakma,
imma l-ghajnuna, it-titfib, il-fte-
him,

Jekk tinghagqdu flimkien biex
toholqu dinja, gusta u tixraq Kll-
bniedem, tkunu qed tagdu l-hajja.
Ir-rieda ta’ Alla ghas-salvazzjoni
taghna hi kbira tassew. Iridna
nghixu, irid li nghixy I-hajja fil-
milja kollha taghha.

Haddiema li jgibu ruhhom bhala
nsara li tassew jemmnu

L-ahhar kelma hi ta’ apprezza-
ment ghal dawk il-haddiema rgiel
u nisa li fuq il-post tax-xoghol igi-
bu rubhhom ta’ nsara li tassew jem-

mnu... Fost il-haddiema Il-ewwel
appostli u l-aktar qrib taghhom
ghandhom, ikunu l-istess haddiema.
Fi hsiebi ghandi ’1 dawk il-lajéi u
’l dawk “is-sacerdoti 1i ddedikaw
rulihom ghall-appostolat tal-had-
diema.. imganglin mijll-ispirtu tal-
Kardinal Cardijn...

Eghziez haddiema, aghrfu d-din-
fita u s-sejha taghkom; intom
ulied Alla, kollaboraturi ma’ Alla
li halag din id-dinja u fdahilkom
f’idejkom. Habirku biex taghmluha
ahjar. Uzaw  il-gawwa taghkom
biex toholqu kndizzjonijiet socjali
I jkunuy gusti u jixirqu lill-bnie-
dem, ., Il-Knisja, hija maghkom,
ma’ genbkom, Temmen, fis-siwi ta’
kull bniedem u fl-ordni li Hallieq
ried jafda lil kull bniedem. F’dan
il-mument nitlob ’l Alla biex il-
gaghda ekonomika titjieb halli in-
tom u 1-famjlji taghkom tehilsu
minn kull taghbija u kull thassib,
halli f’kull azjenda u f’kull hanut
tax-xoghol issaltan il-gustizzja u
fikom u bikom, jidher li s-Saltna ta’
Alla ga qieghda hawn, f’din id-din-
ja u fid-dinja tax-xoghol.

13 ta’ Settembru — Mill-omelija fuq iz-zuntier tas-Santwarju ta’ Mariazell

MARIJA TGHALLIMNA S-SKIET

...Bhala, poplu ta’ Alla mexjin
lejn is-sema, ahna lkoll “maghru-
fin” u “msejhin” minn Alla biex
inkunu “sura xbieha ta’ Ibnu.” Din
is-sejha ta’ kull nisrani tikseb ka-
rattru partikolari skondi is-sura ta’
hajja li wiehed ikun ighix u, skond
is-servizz li hu msejjah jaghmel
fil-Knisja. Izda fil-Knisja, ghax hi
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familja, mhemmx firda bejn mem-
bru u iehor w bejn gruppi. Ilkoll
nehtiegu ’l xulxin u kull wiehed
ighin lill-iehor... Il-hsibijiet tieghi
dwar is-sacerdozju, u l-hajja, relig-
juza huma, taghkom ukoll u nix-
tieq li intom, quddiem din, ix-xbie-
ha hanina ta’ Omm Alla, tgisuhom
sewwa...



Is-smigh u s-skiet

...Is-smigh huwa l-ewwel hidma
tal-hajja religjuza taghna. Irridu -
ewwel nitghallmu l-kelma ta’ Alla,
halli mbaghad ‘mkunu nistghu
nwiegbuy ghaliha; l-ewwel irridu ni-
simghu u mbaghad nobdu. Is-skiet
u I-gabra, il-qari u r-riflessjoni re-
ligiuza huma mehtiega ghall-hajja
taghna u ghall-qadi taghna bhala
dawk li fisimghu y jhabbru 1-Verb
ta’ Alla maghmul bniedem. U f’dan
Marija hi ta’ ezempju u ta’ ghaj-
nuna ghalina. L-Evangelji juruhiel-
na bhala dik 1i hi siekta, dik li tog-
ghod tisma’ fis-skiet. Is-skiet tagh-
ha hu I-hdan tal-Verb. Tghozz kol-
lox u twasslu ghall-milja tieghu
f’qalbha. Kif gara fit-thabbira ta’ 1-
Anglu, is-smigh ta’ Alla jsir fih in-
nifsu djalogu ma’ Alla, djalogu li
fih inkellmu ’1 Alla u Hu jismagh-
na.

IGibu ghalhekk quddiem, Alla dak
li jgangalkom. Roddulu hajr ferha-
nin ghal dak li ghamel maghkom
u ghal dak li, minn jum ghall-ie-
hor, bikom wassal lill-ohrajn. Ghi-
dulu bit-thassib taghkom dwar

dawk li huma fdati lilkom, it-tfal
u z-zghazagh, il-mizzewgin, ix-
xjuh u l-morda. Ghidulu bid-diffi-
kultajiet taghkom, bil-htigijiet
taghkom, bit-tbatijiet personali
taghkom;; ghidulu dwar dak li ma
rnexxilkomx taghmlu w =xtaqtu
taghmluh,

Il-htiega tat-talb

talb ma tistghux tghaddu minghaj-
ru fil-vokazzjoni taghkom. Tant hu
mehtieg 1i ghandkom thallu fil-
genb hwejjeg ohra li forsi jidhril-

kom aktar mehtiega biex tkunu

tistghu titolbu. Ukoll jekk il-hajja

52’

taghkom ta’ kuljum, ghall-qadi tal-
bnedmin: hi mghobbija hafna bix-
xoghol, qatt ma ghandu jkun nie-
ges il-hin tat-talb u tas-skiet. It-
talb u x-xoghol gatt ma ghandhom
jigu mifrudin minn xulxin. Jekk
ahna nahsbu u noffru kuljum ix-
xoghol taghna lil Alla, dan, isir tal-
ba.’s : .

Tghallmu itolbu. Ghal dan fittxu
l-ghana; tal-Liturgija tas-Sighat u
ta’ 1-Ewkaristija li ghandhom jis-
siehbu b’mod. specjali max-xoghol
taghkom ta’ kuljum. Tghallmu
mill-istess skola tal-Mulej kif ti-
tolbu halli ssiru ghalliema, tat-talb
ghal dawk li gew fdati lilkom.
Jekk tghallmu n-nies. jitolbu, tku-
nu ged taghtuhom Ilura Il-kelma
tal-fidi, 1i ta’ spiss ma ghadhiex
aktar soda fihom; permezz tat-talb
treggghuhom lura lejn Alla u tagh-
tu mill-gdid tifsir u sens lil hajjit-
hom,

Inhares b’tama kbira  lejkiom,
eghziez seminaristi u novizzi. Is-
seminarji u m-novizzjati taghkom,
ghandhom ikunu postijiet ta’ gab-
ra, ta’ talb, ta’ thabrik biex to-
holqu relazzjoni ta’ fiducja ma’
Alla. Naf bix-xewqa gdida taghkom
ghal talba gusta u bit-tfittix tagh-
kom ta’ trigat godda biex it-talb
jidhol aktar fil-fond fil-hajja tagh-
kom. Inhallu ghalhekk Il-entuzjaz-
mu tas-salmista imexxina huwa u
jitlob: ‘“Haga; wahda tlabt lill-
Mulej haga wahda nfittex i
nghammar f’dar il-Mulej tul il-jiem
kollha ta’ hajti, biex nitghaxxaq
bil-hlewwa tal-Mulej u nbakkar fit-
tempju tieghu” (Salm 26,4).

F’xirka wahda bejnietna

I-Verb ta’ Alla jmexxina, lejn is-
skiet, lejna nfusna, _lejh, izda ma



jifridniex minn xulxin, I1-Kelma ta’
Alla tghaqgad. Fis-skiet tad-djalo-
gu ma’ l-Anglu, Marfja saret taf li
l-qariba taghha Elizabetta, kienet
se ssir. omm. U mis-skiet ta’ dak
id-djalogu Marija telget lejn 1-ghol-
jiet tal-Lhudija biex tiltaga’ ma’
Elisabetta. Marija gharfet li Alla
hadem f’Elisabetta Kif kien hadem,

fiha. U r-rigal ta’ dik is-siegha -/

kien talba ghaziza: “Imbierka inti
ffost in-nisa w mbierek il-frott tal-
guf tieghek” Hekk wiegbet Elisa-
betta ghat-tislima ta’ Marija. Din
il-grajja turina 'li Alla mhux biss
isejhilna imma jghin lil dawk li
jsejjah biex jifhmu ’l xulxin skond
il-vokazzjoni taghhom u jilgghu ’1
xulxin,

Gesi jrid li dawk i jsejjah ikunu
qrib tieghu, izda mhux kull wie-
hed ghalih wahdu, imma f’xirka. Il-
poplu kollu ta’ Alla u dawk kollha
i hu jsejjahy huma f’xirka mal-
Mulej u bejniethom. Din ix-xirka,
mhijiex biss xirka fil-hajja tal-fidi
imma wkoll fil-hajja ta’ kuljum Kkif
gara fil-kaz ta’ Marija u Elisabetta.
Dan jidher ¢ar I-aktar fil-hajja
taghkom ir-religjuzi. Intom aktar
minn haddiehor ged tghixu skond
is-sura ta’ l-insara tal-ewwel zmi-
nijiet, meta x-xirka ta’ dawk li
jemmnu kienw qalb wahda u ruh
wahda bejniethom. Aktar ma jir-

nexxilkom, tghixu b’imhabba vera "

fil-komunitajiet taghkom, aktar
tkun qawwija x-xhieda li taghtu li
I-messagg nisrani hu ta’ min jem-
mnu.

Skond il-Kon¢ilju (Perfectae ca-
ritatis 15) 1-ghaqda taghkom, thab-
bar il-migja ta’ Kristu u minnha
tohrog gawwa appostolika Kkbira.
Dan ighodd ukoll ghalikom sacer-
doti u ghalikom. djakni. Naf 1i xi

53

whud minnkom huma mgarrbin
mil-fatt li jinsabu wahedhom. Haf-
na minnkom — ukoll minhabba n-
nuqqas ta’ sacerdoti — huma wa-
hedhom fil-hidma taghhom, Forsi
ma, jithmukomx u ma jilgghukomx
f’dinja 1li tahseb mod iehor u tqis
il-messagg taghkom xi haga barra-
nija ghaliha. U ghalhekk jehtieg
nahsbu aktar fil-fond fuq dak li
jghid il-Koncilju dwar ix-xirka tas-
sacerdoti bejnietkom, Intom gatt
ma intom wahedkom: intom magh-
qudin ma’ xulxin bil-vokazzjoni
taghkom. Bil-voti taghkom u bil-
mjissjoni fdata, lilkom, Kif ighid il-
Kong¢ilju, intom; ghaqda ta’ ahwa
mgawwija mill-ispirtu ta’ l-ghaqda
(LG 28), maghqudin flimkien b’
rabta sagramentali Intima ta’ ahwa
(Presb. Ord. 8). Intom marbutin
ma’ hutkom is-sacerdoti l-ohra b’
rabtiet ta’ mhabba, ta’ talb u ta’
kull xorta ta’ hidma flimkien.
Eghziez huti fis-sacerdozju, hablir-
ku biex tghixu f’xirka sacerdotali
attiva, din il-verita li gejja mis-
sagrament ta’ 1-Ordni Sagri u li
timliekom, bil-ferh. Ahna lkoll, il-
Papa u l-isgfijiet, nagsmu magh-
kom dawn il-fehmiet. Naghmlu
kull ma nistghu bl-ghajnuna ta’
Alla ha nac¢cettaw lil xulxin bhala
ahwa, u nghinu lil xwulxin halli
flimkien naghtu xhieda ghal
Kristu. '

I¢-¢elibat u l-hidma tas-sac¢erdot
illum

I¢-celibat li intom, ghaziltu f’gieh
lis-saltna tas-smewwiet jaghmil-
kom, aktar hielsa ha tixxierku ma’
Kristu u taqdu I-bnedmin. U jagh-
milkom, ukoll aktar hielsa biex
tinghagdu bejnietkom b’mod aktar
gholi u aktar gawwi. Thallu lil



hadd, thally xejn ibeghdkom minn
din 'il-qaghda jew idghajjifhielkom.
Fittxy 1i biha taghtu aktar frott lil
hajjitkom u lill-qadi taghkom ghas-
salvazzjoni tal-bnedmin.

Eghziez seminaristi,
ghandkom hafna ideat dwar is-
servizz u l-hajja tas-sacerdot fiz-
zminijlet tal-lum. Ejjew nifthu qal-
bna flimkien ghal dak 1i l-Ispirtu
jghid lill-Knejjes (Apok 2,29); fl-
istess hin nitlobkom tghlixu minn
issa l-ideali taghkom' u l-aktar I-
ideal tal-komunita — bejnietkom,
u mas-superjuri taghkom — f’hajja
ta’ fidi, ta’ studju u ta’ hin liberu.

Aktar ma jkun haj l-ispirtu ta’
xirka bejn lir-religjuzi u s-sacerdoti
aktar ikun gawwi s-servizz li jagh-
tu. Il-mod kif ighixu fkomunita
iwassal lil hafna biex jiddeciedu li
jagbdu t-trig tal-ordinazzjoni u tas-
sacerdozju. Fejn hemm kunventi
mimlijin hajja, fejn hemm raghaj-
ja tal-erwieh 1i jghixu flimkien
bhal ahwa, fejn is-sacerdoti u I-laj-
¢i jahdmu flimkien fl-ghaqda tal-
Gisem ta’ Kristu, hemm joktru I
vokzzjonijiet.

Ii-kobor tal-vokazzjoni taghna

Hu ferh kbir ghalija nkellimkom
quddiem ix-xbieha hanina tal-Ma-
donna ta’ Mariazell. Bhala Omm
Alla u Omm il-Knisja, Marija b’mod
ta’ l-ghageb hi wkoll omm dawk
kellha B jgibu ’1 quddiem il-mis-
sjoni ta’ Binha fid-dinja. Fis-sejha
taghha, fl-iva li qalet bla ebda
kundizzjoni ghat-thabbira ta’ 1-An-
glu, fit-tifhir lill-hniena ta’ Alla bil-
Magnificat, naraw il-misteru u 1-
kobor tal-vokazzjoni taghna. Bl-iva
kollu fidi ghall-predestinazzjoni
taghha ghall-missjoni li riedha

intom, -
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taghmel Alla, il-Verb sar bniedem
fi hdanha u dahal fil-grajja tad-
dinja. U hekk sehh il-pjan etern ta’
Alla 1li fuqu jitkellem, San Pawl
(Rum 8,29): “Lil dawk li hu gha-
rafhom mill-bidu, ippredistinahom
ukoll biex jiehdu s-sura fuq ix-
xbieha ta’ Ibnu, halli dan ikun il-
kblir fost hafna ahwa’.

Ghall-obbedjenza taghha ghall-
kelma ta’ 1-Anglu Marija saret ic-
¢entru tal-pjan ta’ Alla ghas-sal-
vazzjoni tad-dinja, Biha l-Iben ta’
Alla sar huna biex nistghu nsiru
bhaly fil-gustizzja u 1-kobor. Ghal-
hekk San Pawl ikompli jghid i
dawk li-Alla sejhilhom iggustifika-
hom ukoll u mpaghad lil dawk li
iggustifikahom, igglorifikahom
ukoll (Rumy, 8,30). Il-bniedem gie
mgholli biex ikollu sehem, mill-ko--
bor tat-Trinita qaddisa permezz ta’
Kristu, 1-Iben ta’ Alla, li bil-‘fiat’,
mimli fidi ta’ Marija sar Bin il-
bniedem. Iva, imbierka dik li em-
mpnet, ghax, ara, kull zmijen isej-
hilha hienja. i

Iva, huti, linkunu hienja ahna
wikoll li emminna, jekk bhal Marija,
fil-laqggha personali taghna ma’
Alla, inkunu lesti li nhabbru lil
dawk li jghammru fuq l-gholjiet u
l-widien ta’ kull pajjiz u ta’ kull
kontinent l-eghgubijiet 1i sehhu fi
hdan Marija, fi Kristu Binha, u fi-
na hutu,

...Bil-fidi ta’ Marija nxteghel
id-dawl ta’ Alla u fissa ged idaw-
wal lil Gerusalem il-gdida. Hija d-
dija tal-kobor ta’ Alla 1-gholi, id-di-
ja ta’ dak id-dawl li sa mill-bidu
jdawwal kull bniedem, imma bi
Kristu jrid {ilhaq lil kulhadd bil-
gawwa kollha, tieghu. ..

Din il-missjoni tal-Knisja hi. b’
mod specjali riservata ghal dawk
li ged jagdu ministeru spiritwali.



Kristu sejjah lejh dawk li ‘marru
warajh u baghathom fost il-bned-
min ’il boghod mill-persuna, tieghu:
“Morru fid-dinja kollha, xandru I-
bxara t-tajba lill-holgien kollu.” B’
mod spec¢jali rrid illum niftakar f’
dawk hutkom fl-artijiet tal-missjo-
ni ... kull fejn intom, kull fejn qed
tahdmu, il-hidma religjuza tagh-
kom, hi, dejjem l-istess wahda, jigi-
fieri “d-dawl li jiddi mill-gholi”
biex idawwal ‘“lil dawk: li jinsabu
fid-dlamijiet u fid-dell tal-mewt”.
Din hi l-missjoni taghkom, kemm
jekk intom sacerdoti, f’parrocca ta’
xi belt jew qed tiehdu hsieb xi ko-
munitd zghira fil-kampanja, u
tahdmu flil-qasam ta’ xi skola jew
ta’ xi assistenza soc¢jali, u kemm
jekk intom = imgarrbin mill-mard
jew mill-ghomor wu giskom ma
geghdin taghmlu xejn.

Lill-morda u x-xjuh

F’dan il-waqt inhossni qrib haf-
na proprju lejkom sacerdoti u re-
ligiuzi morda wu xjuh. Il-Knisja
kollha tafda ruhha fidejkom. Il-

hidma taghkom hi bla tarf. Il-kel-
ma taghkom hi t-talb u t-tbatija, 1i
intonmy taccettaw kull darba b’qlu-
bija mgedda, Lilkom ukoll il-Mulej
jafda missjonijiet godda. Il-qadi
proprju taghkom — it-talb u t-tba-
tija — hu mijissjoni li xejn ma jis-
ta’ jehdilha postha fil-Knisja. II-
Mulej wkoll fi tmiem hajtu ma
tkellimx aktar: ha biss is-salib u
refghu sa ma temm kollox.

Huti eghziez, kemm intom li ga
sacerdoti u religjuzi u kemm intom
li ghadkom, tithejjew ghas-sacerdo-
zju u ghall-hajja religjuza: il-Mulej
ghazilkom biex tkunu qrib tieghu
fit-talb u fir-riflessjoni halli tghi-
xu fkomunitd l-vokazzjoni tagh-
kom u twasslu lill-bnedmin is-sal-
vazzjoni ... U biex nigbor fi ftit
kliem kull ma ridt nghidilkom dak
li 1-Vergni Marija trid 1li jkolina
maghna fil-mixi taghna f’din id-din-
ja, naghzel frazi minn salm li spiss
zgur kienet ittennf... u permezz ta’
Marija nghid lill-qalb ta’ kull wie-
hed u wahda minnkom: “Ittama
fil-Mulej, zomm shih u gawwi qal-
bek: ittama fil-Mulej, Amen.”

IS-SEJHA NISRANNIJA TAL-MIZZEWGIN
TISTA’ TITLOB MINNHOM L-EROIZMU

F’udjenza 1li 1-Papa ta lill-ghadd ta’ sa-
cerdoti 1i Itaqghu biex jistudjaw flimkien
il-problemi tat-tnissil ta’ l-ulied, qalilhom
dan:

Nilgaghkom, bil-ferh fit-tmjem
il-lagghat taghkom, u waqt Ii
nsellmlilkom, nixtieq nurikom il-
pjacir tieghi ghall-inizjattiva, li
gabritkom flimkien  biex tahsbu
sewwa fuq wiehed mill-punti l-ak-
tar essenzjali tat-taghlim nlisrani
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fuq iz-zwieg. Tul dawn il-jiem li
ghaddew intom fittixtu taraw sew-
wa x’kienu r-ragunijiet ta’ dak li
ghallem, il-Papa Pawlu VI fl-encik-
lika Humanae vitae, taghlim 1i jien
stess geddidtu fl-ezortazzjoni ap-
postolika Familiaris consortio.

Hu wiehed mid-dmirijiet l-aktar
importanti ta’ min ighallem il-mo-

‘rali u ta’ min hu impenjat fil-pas-
torali tal-familja li jkun jaf sew-



wa, u fil-fond ir-ragunijiet ta’ dan

it-taghlimy tal-Knisja. ‘Mhux biz-
zejjed tghallmu u xxandry bir-req-
qa kollha, imma jehtieg ukoll Ii
tghid ghaliex il-Knisja zzomm, dan
it-taghlim,

Raguni teologika

L-ewwel raguni ta’ dan it-tagh-
limy; tinsab fil-gasam tat-teologija.
Fil-bidu ta’ kull bniedem niltagqghu
ma’ l-eghmil ta’ Alla huwa u jah-
lag; hadd mya jigi fid-dinja b’kum-
blinazzjoni: kull meta jigi bniedem,
fid-dinja, jasal ghat-tmiem tieghu
att ta’ l-imhabba ta’ Alla huwa u
jahlag. Minn din il-verita li tixhi-
dilna kemmy il-fidi u kemm lir-ragu-
ni, gejja l-hila tal-bniedem, li jnis-
sel bnedmin, ohra, hila li tinsab fis-
sesswalita tal-bniedem; u — din hi-
ja verita aktar gholja — hija tis-
hib fl-eghmil ta’ qawwa ta’ Alla
1-Hallieq. Minn din l-istess hila ji-
i wkoll B r-ragel u l-mara mhu-
miex dawk li jiddeciedu dwar hajja
li tkun tnisslet, mhumiex is-sidien
taghha; dan ghaliex b’din, il-hila
ghat-tnisgil u permezz taghha hu-
ma jigu msejhin biex w siehbu fid-
tizjoni ta’ Alla li johlog bniedem

z;') "'I,.'T”’L"—“iv“ -)‘

permez » tal-ko
hu - mill-uz
hom. bhal
tnissil ta’ bniedem gdid, ikunu ged
jaghmlu taghhom dak li hu biss ta’
Alla, jigifieri jaghmlu taghhom, is-
setgha li tiddeciedi fl-ahhar mu-
ment ghandux bniedem gdid jigi
jew le fid-dinja. Jaghmlu taghhom
id-dritt mhux li jahdmu flimkien
mas-setgha, kreattiva t’Alla, imma
Ii jkunu huma l-ahhar li jiddeciedu
dwar il-bidu ta’ hajja gdida. Jekk
inharsu b’dan il-mod lejn din il-ha-
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ga, ghandna maslu biex ingisu li I-
kontraccezzjoni fiha nfisha hi hekk
hazina li ghall-ebda raguni ma tis-
ta’ tigi permessa. Tahseb jew tghid
bil-maqglub ta’ dan, ifisser li ged
tammetti } fil-hajja tal-bniedem jis-
ta’ jkun, hemm okkazjonijiet li fi-
hom, hu permess li ma taghrafx lil
Alla bhala Alla,

Raguni antropologika

Imbaghad hemm ragum]let an-
tropologici. It-taghlim ta’ 1-Huma-
nae vitae y tal-Familiaris consortlo
jidher 1i hu, ghal kollox veru fid-
dawl tal-verita tal-persuna tal-
brliedem; anzi hu mibni fuq din il-
verita. L-enciklika titkellem fuq ir-
rabta shiha li ma tinhall qatt li
hemm fiz-zewg ghaniet tal-att taz-
zwieg, l-ghan 1i jghaggad u jaghmel
gisem wiehed il-mizzewgin u 1-
ghan li jaghti tnissil 1lil bniedem
gdid: dan, igeghelna nifhmu 1i 1-gi-.
sem hu parti min-natura stess tal-
brliedem; il-gisem hu parti mill-
bniedem u mhux xi haga li ghandu
I-bniedem,. Meta mizzewgin, bl-att
taz-zwieg, juru l-imhabba taghhom
bhala mizzewgin, huma msejhin
b.'?r: i H‘h:u ]il']O"I‘ infushom lil xul-
a: xejn li
1 bhala Lnsz_}min ma jis-
y barra 'minn dan il—gheti‘

lisimghu x’ighid il-Va-

¥ ‘ug din il-haga: “Din l-im-
habba, billi hija haga ghal kollox
umana u tghaddi b’sentiment ta’
rieda minn persuna ghal persuna,
thaddan il-gid kollu tal-persuna...
imhabba bhal din li tghaqgad flim-
kien valuri divini u umani, twas-
sal lill-mizzewgin ghad-donazzjoni
libera taghhom, infushom lil xul-
xin” (Gaudium et Spes, 49). “Minn
persuna ghal persuna’ (A persona
in personam): dawn fil-kelmiet hekk




sempli¢i juru l-veritd shiha tal-im-
habba; tal-mizzewgin, ta’ mhabba
bejn persuna u ohra. Imhabba kol-
lha kemm hi i¢centrata fuq il-per-
suna, fuq il-gid tal-persuna (totius
personae bonum complectitur): fug
il-gid 1i hu l-persuna Kkif inhi fiha
nfisha. Dan hu 1-gid li I-mizzewgin,
jaghtu lil xulxin b’'mod kol-
lox hieles . (liberum et mu-
tuum sui ipsius donum). Tl-kontrac-
cezzjoni ggib limitazzjoni sostan-
zjali f’dan il-ghoti lil xulxin, u fiha
nfisha hija ¢-cahda 1i 1a<m“ﬁ ? hom
infushom lil xulxin hom kem
buma: fir-ragel li jzw', 1t ] ‘
su kolly kemm hu bhala ra¢ il
martu, v l-mara li taghti lilh: i
tha: kollha kemm, hi'bhale
zewgha. F’kelma  wahd: -ko
tracéezzjoni tmur ghal k‘ l‘ox kon-
tra ¢dik li hi l-verita tal- 1m,nab!aa
tal-mizzewgin.

Id-diffikultajiet tal-mizzewgin

Ma nistghux ma ngisux id-diffi-
kultajiet 1i maghhom jiltagghu il-
nfizzewgin biex iharsu 1-ligi ta’
Allla, u ahna hsibna hafna fuq dawn
id-diffikultajiet. Hu mehtieg 1i jsir
minn, kollox biex il-mizzewgin
ikollhomy l-ghajnuna kollha 1i jeh-
tiegu f’dawn 'id-diffikultajiet.

Jehtieg l-ewwel nett li ma ta-
dattax il-ligi ta’ Alla skond il-gjies
tal-qaghdiet 1i fihom il-mjzzewgin
isibu ruhhom. Il-ligi morali turina
I-pjan, ta’ Alla ghaz-zwieg, u
il-gid shih tal-imhabba tal-mizzew-
gin: hu nuqqgas ta’ rispett lejn id-
dinjita tal-bniedem, tnaggqas mijnn
dan il-pjan. Il-ligi ta’ Alla turi dak
li titlob il-verita tal-persuna tal-
bniedem; dak l-ordni tal-Gherf ta’
Alla li, ‘“jekk ahna nharsuh fdin
id-dinja’’, kif ighid Santu Wistin

(De Ordine 1, 9, 27) “iwassal
ghand Alla, tant li jekk ahna ma
nharsuhx f’din il-hajja, ma naslux

~ ghand Allla.””
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T Iigi

‘biss ma jistax jaghmlu.

Ta’ min jistagsi jekk it-tahwid
bejn il-“‘gradwalita tal-ligi” u “I-li- -
gli tal-gradwalitd” huwiex gej ukoll
mill-ftit stima li hemm, ghal-ligi ta’
Alla. Hafna jahsbu 1i 1-ligi ta’ Alla
ma tghoddx ghall-bnedmin kollha,
ghal kull gaghda tal-bniedem, u
ghalhekk idahhlu ordni iehor li ma
jagbilx ma’ dak ta’ Alla.

Flil-morali nisranija, hemm, verita
gofol ta’ z, veritd li is-

cna nfakkn Ftit il Fil-T i-

kollos

1
t

u U%LN u ghag-
ad 11-”3'1.471'1 mal-ligi, minghajr

'ma hawwad u hallat flimkien dak

1i hu tal-ligi u dak li hu tal-grazzija,
izda b’mod tassew jixrag lil Alla,
bliddel dak kollu li kien jassar, itaq-
gal u jorbot f’dak li hu hafif u
jaghti l-helsien” (S. Andrija ta’
Krets, Diskors I).

L-Ispirtu moghti lil min jemmen
jikteb fi qlubna 1-Igi ta’ Alla, tant
ta’ Alla ma tigix biss
mgharrfa lilna mjinn barra, imma
aktar tinghata lilna go fina. Meta
wiehed jahseb li jlista’ jkun hemm,
gaghdiet 1i fihom ma jistax ikun li
l-mizzewgin bir-reqqa jharsu kull
ma titlob l-imhabba ta’ bejniethom,
ikun gieghed jinsa li hemm il-graz-
zja, 1i hi l-fatt karatteristiku tal-
patt il-gdid. Il-grazzja ta’ 1-Ispirtu
s-Santu taghmel li I-bniedem ikun
jista’ jaghmel dak li bil-hila tieghu
Jehtieg
ghalhekk 1i l-mizzewgin ikollhom
kull ghajnuna fil-hajja spiritwali
taghhom, billi jigu mistiedna, jers-



qu ta’ spiss lejn is-sagramenti tal-
qgrar u t-tqarbin, biex kull darba
jergghu lura ghall-verita shiha tal-
imhabba taghhom ta’ mizzewgin li
huma, billi bla heda jikkonvertu.
Kull min hu mghammed, u ghal-
hekk ‘il-mizzewgin insara wkoll,
huwa msejjah ghall-qdusija, Kkif
ghallem il-Koncilju Vatikan II (Lg
39): “Ghalkemm id-dmirijiet huma
differenti u differenti wkoll il-mo-
di kif wiehed jista’ jghix il-hajja,
wahda hi l-qdusija li jfittxu dawk
kollha li huma mmexxijin mill-Is-
pirtu ta’ Alla; dawn, waqgt 1li jobdu
ghal-lehen tal-Missier u jaduraw ’l
Alla 1-Missier fl-ispirtu tal-verita,

Xbihat ta’ Marija fil-Patt il-Qadim

jimxu wara Kristu fqgir u mghobbi
bis-Salib biex ikun jisthoggilhom
jissiehbu  mieghu fil-glorja.” Kul-
hadd, .il-mzzewgin ukoll, huma
msejjha ghall-gdusija, u din hi sej-
ha 1li xi kull tant titlob l-eroizmu.
Dan ma ghandniex ninsewh.
Eghziez, ir-riflessjoni li ghamjltu
dawn il-granet tridu tkompluha u
tmorru aktar fil-fond fiha - biex
ikollkom dehra dejjem aktar shihia
ta’ dik il-verita tal-imhabba tal-
mizzewgin 1i hi 1-gid. l-aktar gha-
ziz taz-zwieg. Ilgghu bil-qalb dan
l-impenn. U jkollkom maghkom, ha
twettagkom, il-barka appostelika li
naghtikom, b’qalbi kollha.

BINT SIJON

Qabel 1-Angelus tal-Hadd 26 ta’ Gunju 1983, il-Papa habbar li minn dak in-nhar,
kien se jaghti bidu ghal serje ta’ hsibijiet fuq ix-xbihat tal-Madonna fil-Patt il-Qadim.

Il-Kong¢ilju Vatikan II isejjah lill-
Madonna wkoll “Bint Sijon”. Sijon
kienet il-quccata ta’ Gerusalem ta’
l-imghoddi. Fuq din il-quécata s-
sultan David ried 1li tigi mtellgha
I-Arka tal-Patt u ibnu Salamun fuq
din il-gholja bena t-Tempju. Minn
dak iz-zmien Sijon bdiet tfisser 1-
gholja tat-Tempju. Sijon ghalhekk
gisha l-galb ta’ Gerusalem, il-post
l-aktar qaddis tal-belt gaddisa ta’
Serusalem, ghaliex hemm - igham-
mar il-Mulej, fit-tempju mqgaddes
tieghu. Minn hawn gie li l-gholja
ta’ Sijon bdiet tfisser il-belt kollha
ta’ Gerusalem, il-poplu kollu ta’
Israel, 1i tieghu Cerusalem Kienet
ic-centru religjuz u politiku,

Lill-Madonna nistghu nsejhulha
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“Bint Sijon”. ghaliex fiha lahget il-
gofol taghha s-sejha ta’ Gerusalem
ta’ l-imghoddi, -tal-poplu kollu ta’
Israel. Hija l-warda ta’ Israel li fet-
het fi- tmiem -mixja - twila, kollha
dwal u dellijiet, li matulha 1-Mulej
kien qged ihejji lil Israel ghall-mig-
ja tal-Messija. F’Marija ta’ Nazaret
sehhu minn gabel il-weghdiet Ii
Alla kien ghamel lil Abraham u lil
nislu ghal dejjem. :

Skond hafna ghorrief fl-Iskrittu-
ra, fil-kliem, tal-anglu Gabrjel lil
Marija, jinstema’ Il-lehen ferriehi
tal-kliem li l-profeti galu ghal Bint
Sijon. Lil Marija l-anglu galilha biex
tifrah (“Ifrah, mimlija bil-grazzja”)
ghaliex l-Iben ta’ Alla gej ‘igham-
may fiha. Se jkun is-sultan u I-Fed-



dej tad-dar il-gdida ta’ Gakobb li hi
I-Knisja. Bhala Bint Sijon il-Ma-
donna torbot il-Patt il-qadim mal-

bidu tal-Knisja. Hi ghalhekk hi sej- -

ha bla heda biex niftakru fir-rab-
tiet li ghandna ma’ Abraham,
“missierna fil-fidi” u mal-poplu i
kollu tama stenna l-grajja tal-Fid-
wa. Hi twissija wkoll biex il-Knisja
— il-bint il-gdid ta’ Sijon — tghix
fil-hena. Kristu hu dejjem fostna.

(I1-Hadd 3 ta’ Lulju)

Quddiem, kull ma niltagghu mie-
ghu fil-mixi taghna f'din id-dinja,
ghandna iva ghax nitreghdu, im-
ma mhux nibzghu bhala “nies bla
fidi”. Kristu hu s-Setghani 1i jeh-
lisna mill-bruda u l-egoizmu. Bit-
tixrid ta’ demmu ha s-setgha fug-
na bhala Sultan biex il-hlejjag kol-
lha jilhqu I-milja shiha tal-imhab-
ba.

IL-“FIAT” TA’ MARIJA JTEMM IL-“FIAT” TA’ ISRAEL HDEJN IS-SINAJ

Bil-“fiat” ta’ Marija wara t-
thabbira ta’ 1-Anglu, Alla seta’
jaghti bidu ghall-Patt gdid mal-
bnedmin, patt wisq aktar tal-gha-
geb minn dak 1i sehh mal-poplu ta’
Israel.

Immorru ftit bil-hsieb ghal dak
il-wagt, tant boghod fiz-zmien, iz-
da tant iheggigna, meta 1-Mulej,
hdejn is-Sinaj, permezz ta’ Mose’
offra 1li jidhol f’patt ta’ mhabba
mal-poplu ta’ Israel. :

Alle dan gal lill-poplu: “Rajtu in-
tom x’ghamilt lill-Egizzjani u Kif
lilkem tellajtkom, fuq il-gwienah
tal-ajkli w ressaqtkom lejja. Issa
jekk tisimghu lehni u zzommu I-
patt tieghi intom; tkunu l-whirt tie-
ghi fost il-popli kollha, ghax l-art
kollha tieghi. Intom tkunu ghalija
saltna ta’ qassisin u poplu gaddis”
(Es 19,4-8). .

Mose’ dak in-nhar fisser lil hutu
dak 1i gallhom Alla; ghallimhom
biex jifhmu' x’kien il-progett ta’
Alla ghalihom, Alla, ukoll meta jik-
kmandana, ma juzax vjolenza fuq
ir-rieda taghna. Hu halagna hielsa,

u hu ghajjur ghal-liberta taghna.

Wara li gie mdawwal mit-tagh-
lim ta’ Mose’, il-poplu kollu wie-
geb ghalenija: “Kull ma gal il-Mu-
lej, ahna naghmluh” (Es. 19,8).
Dan il-kliem, 1i baga’ jigi mfakkar
bla heda mill-ispiritwalitd Lhudija,
ta’ kull zmien, gisu 1-“fiat”, .u I-
“iva” tal-poplu Lhudi ghall-istedi-
na ta’ Alla biex jinghagad mieghu,
bhalma tinghagad Gharusa mal-
Gharus taghha,

Fid-dawl ta’ din il-grajja nistghu
nifhmu ahjar ix-xena tat-thabbira
ta’ l-anglu.

L-anglu Gabrjel, mibghut minn
Alla, juri lill-Vergni Marija l-pjan
ta’ Alla ghaliha: taghti t-twelid lill-
istess Iben ta’ Alla, li jkun is-Sul-
tan u s-Salvatur tal-popiu gdid ta’
Alla (Lq 1, 31-33), il-Knisja. Hi su-
ra gdida ta’ patt. Din id-darba Alla
jitlob li jinghagad maghna billi jie-
hu s-sura taghna bnedmin. Marija,
quddiem din l-istedina ta’ Alla, ig-
gib ruhha b’med gharef u hieles.
Jekk Alla jistagsiha, hi wkoll tis-
tagsi lil Alla: “Kif ikun dan la dar-



ba ma naghrafx ragel?” (Lq 1,34).
L-anglu jkompli jdawwalha dwar
dak li jrid Alla: “L-Ispirtu s-Santu
jigi fugek” (Lq 1,35). Imsejha biex
temmen dak li ma jitwemminx,
Marija tghid: “Ara jiena l-qadde;j-
ja tal-Mulej, ha jsir minni skond
kelmtek” (Lg 1,38). F’dan il-kliem
tal-Vergni Marija msibu l-eku ta’
dak il-kliem li gal il-poplu kollu ta’
Israel meta accetta d-don tal-patt
tas-Sinaj. Dan ifisser 1i 1-fidi ta’ Is-
rael lahget il-kobor taghha fil-

(Il-Hadd, 10 ta’ Lulju)

fomm ta’ Marija. Bir-ragun kollu
Marija hi “I-Bint ta’ Sijon”. Infak-
kru 1-“fiat” tal-Madonna, ahna u
nghidu. issa 1-‘Angelus’. Nitolbuha
I-Vergni Marija biex il-‘fiat’ li ahna
ghidna fil-Maghmudija taghna jkun
aktar imdawwal u hiereg mill-qalb -
ahna, u ngedduh kuljum, bix-xbie-
da 1li naghtu tal-fidi taghna. B’dan
il-mod inkunu nghixu Kkif jixragq il-
patt taghna mal-Mulej fil-Knisja
tieghu, il-qalba tad-dinja.

L-ARKA TAL-PATT IL-GDID

L-insara jhobbu jsellmu lil Ma-
rija, bhala 1-Arka tal-Patt il-gdid:
hu titolu gej mill-boghod hafna.

Il-Kotba Mgaddsa tal-Patt il-Qa-
dim, ta’ spiss itennu b’ferh kbir u
zguri minn kliemhom, li Alla hu f’
nofs il-poplu tieghu, li ghazel lil
Israel bhala l-imkien fejn igham-
mar.

L-ghamara ta’ Alla fost il-poplu
li hu ghazel ghalih ghandha rabta
kbira mal-Patt li Alla ghamel mal-
poplu hdejn is-Sinaj. Alla ssieheb
mal-bniedem, jigifieri qorob lejh,
sar habibu u haga wahda mieghu
tant li gisek qieghed tghid li Alla
ried ikun dejjem maghna. Hu stess
gal: “Inwagqgaf Il-ghamara tieghi
fostkemy u ma nwarrabkomx. Nim-
xi f’nofskom u nkun Alla taghkom,
u intom, tkunu l-poplu tieghi” (Lev
26,11),

Malli sehh il-Patt hdejn is-Sinaj,
il-poplu, skond l-ordni ta’ Alla,
wagqaf it-Tinda tal-Laqgha u fiha
tgeghdet 1-Arka tal-Patt, 1i fiha
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kien hemm, ‘iz-Zebvg twavel li fug-
hom  kienu = minquxa l-ghaxar
kmandamenti 1i Alla ta lil Mose’.
L-Arka, li kienet sinjal li juri li
Alla kien fost il-poplu tieghu, kel-
lha dejjem tkun mal-poplu tul il-
mjixi tieghu fid-dezert sa ma jasal
fil-Palestina. Imbaghad, bil-hidma
ta’ Salamun, imbena tempju. Fil-
post ta’ gewwa nett tat-Tempju, il-
post l-aktar gaddis, tgieghdet 1-Ar-
ka. Dan kien il-post l-aktar qad-
dis f’Israel kollu, Hemmhekk, sim-
bolikament, kien ighammar il-
Mulej.

Il-Kotba tal-Patt il-gadim, biex
ifissru din 1-ghamara ta’ Alla fi
hdan il-poplu tieghu, spiss juzaw
ix-xbieha ta’ ‘“shaba”. Il-Kotba
mgaddsa ghalhekk ighidu li Alla
nizel fi shaba fuq l-gholja tas-Si-
naj, fuq it-Tinda tal-Laqgha, u fit-
Tempju ta’ Gerusalem.

U issa niltagghu ma’ bidla mhux
mistennija. Meta 1-Anglu Gabrjel
mar ghand il-Vergni Marija, hab-



brilha Ii Alla kien se jhalli 1-gha-
marta, tieghu fit-Tempju u jwaqqaf
sura ohra ta’ l-ghamara tieghu fost
il-poplu 1li ghazel ghalih. Jigifieri
Alla ried jinghagad maghna billi
jsir bniedem bhalna, jiehu s-sura
taghna l-bnedmin.

Marija, imdawra mis-shaba mis-
tika tal-Ispirtu s-Santu, taccetta I-
pjan, ta’ Alla, u minn dak il-hin
stess hdanha jsir 1-Arka tal-Patt il-
gdid, il-post l-aktar qaddis li fih ni-
zel ighammar Alla maghmul bnie-

(I1-Hadd, 17 ta’ Lulju)

dem, ‘
Bhala, Arka, li fiha hemm Alla
maghmul bniedem, Marija hi sim-
bolu ta’ kull bniedem li jemmen.
Ghax kull wiehed minna, meta, jil-
ga’ l-kelma ta’ Alla, u jaghti 1-‘fiat’
tieghu, jilgaghha u jghozzha, ikun
ibiddel lilu nnifsu f’ghamara ta’
Alla. Dan, ighidulna 'Gesu’ stess:
“Jekk xi hadd ihobbni, ihares kel-
mti, u Missieri jhobbu u ahna nigu
nghammru ghandu” (Cw 14,23).

“AGHMLU KULL MA JGHIDILKOM”

“Aghmlu kull ma, jghidilkom hu”
(I.G{w' 2,5). B'dan il-kliem Omm, Gesii
fit-tieg ta’ Kana tal-Galilija, galet

lill-qaddejja tal-mejda hiex jaghmlu .

dak li kien se jordnalhom iGesil.

L-ispiritwalita tal-Patt il-qadim
tista’ tghinna hafna biex naraw
minn fejn: gejja din l-esortazzjoni
ta’ Marija.

Hdejn 1-gholja tas-Sinaj il-Mulej,
permezz ta’ Mose’, stieden il-poplu
ta’ Israel biex jidhol f’patt mieghu.
Bi twegiba ghall-istedina, ta’ Alla,
il-poplu kollu wiegeb: “Kull ma 1-
Mulej ighidilna naghmlu, naghm-
luh” (Es 19,3).

' Nistghu nghidu 1i f’kull zmien
11.-epc.>p1uf maghzul ta’ Alla ghamel it-
Flﬁkll'a, ta’ dan l-eghmifil ta’ ubbid-
jenza, Ii l-poplu stqarr 1i jrid jagh-
mel minnufih, “fjum il-gemgha”
(Dewt. 4,10) hdejn is-Sinaj.  Kull
dfmba li I-poplu kien, jiftakar f’dan,
kien jiehu pjacir igib quddiem ghaj-
nejh l-hena tal-ewwel imhabba.
Plan kien jigri kull darba li l-poplu,
'un{me‘xxi mill-kapijiet tieghu, kien
igedded fil-Patt tas-Sinaj, tul il-graj-
ja kollha tal-Patt il-qadim;, (Goz

94 24; Esd. 10,12; Neh 5,11).

Issa — kif qal il-Papa Pawlu VI
fil-Marialis cultus — il-kliem li I-
Vergni Marija qalet lill-gaddeijja
fit-tieg ta’ Kana, wiehed jista’ jah-
seb li kien biss kliem imganqal
mix-xewqa biss 1i jigl evitat l-in-
kwiet waqt dik 'il-festa tat-tieg, im-
ma, . jekk ingisu l-ghan tar-raba’
Evangelju, naraw malajr 1i fi kliem
il-Vergni Marija jidwi l-kliem, li gqal
il-poplu ta’ Israel meta hdejn is-Si-
naj intrabat b’patt ma’ Alla, jew
meta, jgedded dak il-patt; huwa
wkoll kliem li jagbel perfettament
ma’ kliem il-Missier wagqt it-Trasfi-
gurazzjoni fuq it-Tabor: “Isimghu
lilu!” Tlum il-gaddejja tat-tieg' ahi-
na lkoll kemm ahna. Il-Madonna
ma tehdiex ittenni lil kull wiehed u
wahida minna dak li qalet fit-tieg
ta’ Kana. Nistghu nglisu dak kliem-
ha bhala l-ahhar xewgqat taghha.
Wara dan il-kliem li galet Marija
fKana, fl-Evangelju ma niltagghu
ma ebda kelma ohra taghha, Nil-
gghuh dan il-kliem tal-Madonna u
nghozzuh f’qalbna. ]

61 .



I1-Hadd, 24 ta’ Lulju)

TGHOZZ F’QALBHA L-EGHGUBLJIET TAL-MULEJ

“Marija, min-naha taghha, bag-
ghet tghozz f’qalbha dawn  il-
hwejjeg u tahseb fughom bejnha u
bejn ruhha” (Lq 2,19). B’dan -il-
kliem, l-evangelista, San Luga jagh-
ti xhieda ghall-kontemplazzjoni ta’
Marija hija u tahseb fuq it-tfulija
ta’ Gesil. F’dan ukoll Marija turi li
wirtet il-fidi ta’ Israel tal-gedem,
imheggeg minn Alla biex “ighozz f’
galbu” l-eghgubijiet li Alla ghamel
mieghu, Izda ma rridux ninsew li
fl-Iskrittura l-ghan ta’ “l-ghozza”
hu ghan dinamiku, jigifieri ghan [i
imexxik ‘il quddiem. Hu r-raguni
hi din: dak li Alla ghamel fl-im-
ghoddi bliex ighin lill-poplu tieghu
hu garanzija 1i se jghinu bl-istess
mod fiz-zminijiet tal-lum u fil-gej-
jieni, ghaliex imhabbtu hi ghal dej-
jem u ma tigi qatt nieqsa. Ghal-
hekk - I-ghozza = tal-Vergni Marija
ghall-eghmil u ghall-kliem ta’ Gesii
hi ghozza attiva. Min-naha hija
‘tghozz f’qalbha” t-tifkira taghhom,

(T1-Hadd, 31 ta’ Lulju)

u min-naha, 1-ohra tipprova tifhim-
hom dejjem, izjed billi tahseb fuq-
hom bejnha u bejn ruhha, jigifieri
tara x’ifisstu sewwa, taghtihom, it-
tifsira vera taghhom., :
[1-Knisja; wkoll . taghmel bhal
Marija u bla heda tghezz kull ma
ghamel u gal Gestt, Dan gal lil
Timotju I-Appostlu San Pawl: “Fta-
kar f'Gesu Kristu li gam mill-im-
wiet, li hu min-nisel ta’ David
skond l-Evangelju li habbart jien
(I Tim, 2,8)... Hares bl-ghajnuna ta’
I-Ispirtu s-Santu li jghammar fina
t-tezor sabih li kien'afdat fidejk”
(D Tim, 114y ,
L-Ewkaristija, hi s-sinjal ewlieni
ta’ din l-ghozza tat-taghlim u ta’ 1-
eghmil ta’ Gesli. “Aghmlu dan b’
tifkira tieghi” (Lq 22,19). Fiha ni-
simghu 1-Kelma tal-Feddej u nif-
takruha, biex impaghad nghixuha,
imgeddin fl-ispirtu fil-qaghdiet kol-
tha ta’ hajjitna dejjem tinbidel...

“GHALIEX GHAMILTILNA HEKK?”

Meta San Guzepp u 1-Madonna
sabu t-tfajjel Gesu fit-tempju wara
tliet ijiem 1i Kienu jfittxuh, emmu
ma felhitx ma tghidlux: “Ibni,
ghaliex ghamiltilna® hekk? Ara,
missierekl w jiena konna geghdin
infittxuk b’galbna magsuma!” (Lg
2,48).

Lilna jfarragna - l-hsieb li 1-Ma-
donna wkoll stagsiet “ghaliex” 1il
Geslt ’'mument ta’ niket kbir gha-
liha, Fi kliem Marija naraw fehma
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I spiss niltagghu.maghha sa minn
zmien il-kotba tal-Patt il-gadim.

Minn dawk il-kotba gheziez nafu
li spiss. il-poplu ta’ Alla, jew xi
hadd fostu, ghadda minn tigrib
tassew Kkbir.

F’mument!i ta’ tigrib kbir, malajr
tohrog  mill-fomm; - “Alla tieghi,

- Alla tieghi, ghaliex tlagtni?”’ (Salm

22,2).. Ghaliex int rieqed, Sid tie-
ghi? Ghaliex tahbi wicéek mjinna?
Ghaliex tinsa d-dwejjaq u t-tghak-



kis taghna?’’-(Salm, 44,24a,25).
Biex iwiegeb ghal din il-mistog-
sija li tassew tixraq lill-bniedem,
is-salmista, li qieghed jitlob imur
bil-hsieb ghall-imghoddi ta’ Israel u
jiftakar l-aktar fil-hrug mllIl-Egittu
u minn din il-grajja johrog taghli-
ma: il-Lhud fil-hrug = mill-Egittu
ghaddew bhad-deheb* min-nar, u I-
Mulej dejjem helishom/b’hafna mo-
di u b’suriet li ma klienux jisten-
new: il-Mulej hu ta’ kelmtu u issa
wkoll, bhal fl-imghoddi, jaghti s-
salvazzjoni kif u meta joghgob lilu
(ara Salm, 22,5-6; Sir 2,10,51,4; Gu-
dit, 8,15-17.26). ]

[1-Vergni Marija wkoll, ‘ighidilna
I-Kon¢ilju Vatikan II, imxiet ’il
quddem fit-triq tal-fidi u zammet
shiha l-ghaqda taghha ma’ Binha sa,
hdejn is-Salib (Lumen gentium,
58). :

Il-grajja tat-telfien ta’ Gestu fit-
tempju turina li hi mhux dejjem u
mhux minnufih setghet tifhem I-
imgiba ta’ Binha. Ighidulna San Lu-
ga stess li la hi u langas San Gu-
zepp ma fehmu t-twegiba ta’ Gesi.
Izda, b’dan kollu, Marija bagghet
tghozz f’qalbha dawn il-hwejjeg

(Il-Hadd, 7 ta’ Awissu)

kollha (Lg 2,51).

Gew impaghad il-jiem li fihom
Gesi. habbar il-mewt u l-gawmien
tieghu bhala pjan Ii fuqu kienu
ga tkellmu 1-Kotba mgaddsa (Lg
9,22,41-44; 18,31-33; 24,6-7. 27-28).
Jekk Alla, fil-grajjiet tal-poplu tie-
ghu, spiss hall l-irbit tat-tajbin mit-
tigrib taghhom, illum ukoll jista’
jwettaq il-weghda li Kristu ghandu
jqum mill-imwiet (ara Lh 11,19;
Rum 4,17).

L-imgiba ta’ Marija tqawwi 1-fidi
taghna. -Meta jonfhu r-rwiefen u
kollox gisu se jeghreq, tqawwilna
galbna t-tifkira ta’ dak 1i 1-Mulej
ghamel fl-imghoddi. Niftakru 1-ew-
welnett fil-mewt u l-gawmien ta’
Kristu u mbaghad f’kemm-il darba
1-Mulej, tul iz-zminijiet  kollha tal-
grajja tad-dinja, heles il-Knisja, lil-
na tul il-hajja taghna ta’ nies li
nemmnu,

Ahna u niftakru f’dan kollu, in-
gawwu l-ferh taghna zguri li f’'dan
iz-zmien ukoll, minkejja t-theddid
kbir tieghu, il-Mulej qieghed magh-
na fuq id-dghjsa li fugha ged in-
bahhiry ahna. Lilu jobdu wkoll l-ir-
wiefen u l-bahar (ara Mk 1,41; Mt
8,27; Lq 8,25).

MARIJA, OMM L-GHAQDA FIL-KNISJA 5

Il-Kong¢ilju Vatikan II gab haf-
na ’l quddien il-moviment ekume-
niku u dan ghandu jgaghalna nhar-
su lejn Marija, bhala “Omm il-gha-
gda’” ‘Omm ulied Alla li jinsabu
mxerrdin.”’

Fi zmjen il-patt il-Qadim, l-ulied
ta’ Allla 1li kienu mxerrdin, kienu
dawk itturufnati f’art barranija, 1-
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aktar f'Babel. Alla ippermetta i
jixterdu minhabba, dnubiethom, iz-
da malli regghu lura minn dnubiet-
hom bil-qawwa tal-kelma tal-pro-
feti, Alla gabarhom minn kull fejn
kienu xterdu, u reggaghhom, lura
lejn: pajjizhom. It-Tempju ta’ Ge-
rusalem, mibni miill-gdid fuq il-her-
ba tieghu, kien il-post' maghzul



fejn, luhed kotha ta Alla regghu
ngabru lkoll flimkien. Fit-tempju
dawk li regghu lura lejn Alla, saru
membri ta’ patt gdid u qgiemu lil
Alla: Gerusalem saret Omm dawk
l-ulied’ kollha 1i Jahweh, 1-Gharus
taghha, gabar gewwa s-swar tagh-
ha. Is-swar qishom, hdan li fih jin-
sab it-Tempju u dawk Kkollha li
f1h jingabru, ha ]aduraw lil Alla
veru.

. Hu l-evangelista San Gwann li,
fid-dawl tar-rivelazzjoni ta’ Gesi
jaghti tifsir gdid lil dawn il-verita-
jlet li thejjew fi zmien il-patt il-
qadim, -

" iGesn, bil- me.wt tleghu huwa dak

li jighor flimkien, 1-ulied Alla li kie-

nu xterdu. Illum, “l-imxerrdin’ hu-
ma l-bnedmin' kollha li 1-Hazin ha-
taf u xerred. Izda dawn jistghu jsi-
ru wlied Alla jekk jilgghu ’1 Kristu
u l-Kelrgg tieghu, U Kristu jigbor

14 ta’ Awissu, 1983

lill-bnedmin, kollha, li huma mgxer-
rdin f"Tempju iehor, fih innifsu, hu
li jurina 1-Missier u jwassalna
ghall-ghaqda shiha mieghu.
Gerusalem, il-vera hi maghmula,
mill-merhla tad-dixxipli ta’ Gesu,
mill-Knisja, li fiha Gesi jwassal
kemmy-il Lhud u kemm-il pagani.
Marija hija Omm din Gerusalem, il-
gdida. “Ara, wliedek migburin flim-
kien,” ighid il-profeta lil Gerusalem
tal-gedem (Is 60.4 — LXX). “Mara,
dan huwa ibnek”, qal Sest lil Ma-
rija meta, minn, fuq is-salib, fdalha
lil Gwanni, 1i ‘jirrapprezenta, d-dix-
xipli kollha tal-Mulej ta’ kull
zmien... Nitolbu ghalhekk lil Omm
Alla u omm il-bnedmin, kollha biex
il-familji kollha tal-gnus jinghagdu
bejniethom, fis-sliem u l-ghagda
bhala I-poplu wiehed ta’ Alla,
ghall-glorja tat-Trinitd qaddisa.

IL-MISTERU TAT- TLUGH TAL-VERGNI MARIJA FIS- SEMA

Il-vgili tal-festa ta’ Tlugh fis-se-
ma tal-Vergni Marija sa mill-ge-
dem giet i¢celebrata f’hafna suriet,
imma dejjem, b’solennitad kbira. F’
din is-sena tal-Gublew din il-vgili
ghandha importanza specjali, gha-
liex fil-glorifikazzjoni, ‘bir-ruh u 1-
gisem, tal-Yergni bla, Tebgha Omm
Alla, is-Siehba tal-Feddej, il-hidma
fejjieda ta’ Kristu 1-Mulej tikseb 1-
ewwel u l-agwa frott taghha.

Il-misteru eskatologiku li jtemm
il-mixja tal-Vergni Marija f’din id-
dinja ghandu zewg aspetti fonda-
mentali: aspett wiehed hu marbut
mal-persuna ‘tal-Vergni = Marija,
wagt .li I-aspett l-iehor-jorbot ma’

L #
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Kristu u 1-hidma, fejjieda tieghu.
Ghal = Marija, it-tlugh fis-sema
taghha jfisser it-tmiem tal-missjoni
li kellha taghmel skond il-pjan ta’
Alla, ghas-salvazzjoni tad-dinja u 1-
qofol tal-privileggi kollha taghha.
B’riferenza’ ghal Kristu, bil-glorja
tat-Tlugh, fis-sema, tal- Vergm Ma-
rija u l-inkoronazzjoni taghha bha-
la Sultana, sehh ghal kollox dak id-
digriet wahdieni ta’ predestinaz-
zjoni li rabat il-hajja, il-privileggi,
is-sehem ta’ Marija, mhux biss
mal-hajja u l-hidma ta’ Binha Ges
fid-dinja, imma, wkoll mal-glorja u
s-setgha tieghy bhala Sultan.
It-Tlugh fis-sema ta’ Marija hu



t-tmiem eskatologiku ta’ dak ix-
xebh dejjem akbar ma’ Kristu, li
tul il-hajja taghha fid-dinja, Marija
wriet fit-tigrib tal-fidi taghha, tat-
tama taghha, tal-imhabba taghha,
tar-rabta shiha taghha ghar-rieda
ta’ Alla ghas-salvazzjoni tad-dinja,
il-qadi taghha b’qalb Kkbira u 6 b’
sens kbir ta’ responsabbiltd ghall-

I1-Hadd, 21 ta’ Awissu, 1983

hidma fejjieda ta’ Binha Gesu.
Bir-ragun kollu 1-Knisja tfakkar
din, il-verita dwar Marija fil-fidi u

fil-liturgija taghha, ghaliex din il-

verita ticcelebraha b’'mod 1i jfisser
tassew ir-rebha kbira ta’ Kristu -
fuq id-dnub u fuq kull ma gab mie-
ghu d-dnub, fuq t-tahsir tal-gisem,
u fuq iz-zmien li jghaddi.

IL-GLORIFIKAZZJONI TA’ MARIJA,
XBIEHA TAL-GLORIFIKAZZJONI TAL-KNISJA

Ftit granet ilu icelebrajna l-mis-
teru tal-glorifikazzjoni ta’ Marija,
is-Siehba tal-Feddej, kif temmet iz-
zmjien taghha f’din id-dinja. I1-Kni-
sja fakkret bil-ferh dan il-privilegg
tal-Vergni Mgaddsa, u dan gham-
litu wkoll ghax fiha tara i sehh id-
destin taghha li lejh hija miexja.

Bit-tlugh tal-Vergni Marija fis-
sema bdiet il-glerifikazzjoni ta’
kollha kemm hi I-Knisja ta’ Kristu,
glorifikazzjoni li tilhaq il-gofol
taghha fl-ahhar jum tad-dinja. II-
Konc¢ilju Vatikan II wera b’mod
gar kif it-tlugh fis-sema tal-Ma-
donna, jirrifletti = l-glorifikazzjoni
tal-Knisja. Ix-xebba bla tebgha ta’
Nazaret m’hijiex biss l-ewwel
membru u l-menibru l-aktar perfett
tal-Knisja fid-dinja, imma bil-glor-
ifikazzjoni taghha hi wkoll l-ew-
wel membru u l-membpru l-aktar

membru  perfett = tal-Knisja li
ghad irid jigi. It-tlugh tal-
Vergni Marija  fis-sema,  fiz-

zmjien u fl-istorja, hu thabbira es-
katologika ghat-tama tal-Poplu ta’
Alla fil-mixi tieghu, sa ma jsehh
Jum, il-Mulej. Meta 1-Kongcilju
wriena lil Marija bhala bidu u x-
xbieha tal-Knisja fil-glorja ta’ dej-
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jem, ried ighidilna li bit-tlugh ta’
Marija, fis-sema bdiet issehh il-Pa-
rusija tal-Knisja, jigifieri d-dehra
tal-Gisem mistiku fir-realta shiha u
perfetta tieghu.

Fil-pjan ta’ Alla ghas-salvazzjo-
ni tad-dinja, din il-grajja, li £’xi as-
petti taghha hi grajja singulari, hi
sinjal ghall-poplu kollu ta’ Alla,
sinjal ta’ tama zgura ta’ ksib shih
tas-Saltna ta’ Alla. Il-Knisja, im-
farrga minn dan is-sinjal glorjuz,
fil-mixi taghha fid-dinja, tistenna li
ssehh il-milja, tal-glorja taghha,
mhux mjinghajr ma taghmel xejn
jew medhija fi hwejjeg ohra, im-
ma impenjata kollha kemm hi f’
dak kollu li jigri fid-dinja.

II-Knisja taf li tista’ dejjem taf-
da fl-intercessjoni tal-Vergni Ma-
rija mtellgha fis-sema. Il-Mulej,
meta taha dan il-privilegg, qgiegh-
dha f’pozizzjoni fil-Knisja u ghall-
Knisja li tkompli l-hidma taghha
ta’ omm favur il-bnedmin kollha,
hidma li bdietha meta Kkienet fid-
dinja ma’ genb Binha Gesl. Qatt
aktar minn dan iz-zmien ma has-
sejniha ’l-Madonna bhala ‘Ommna
u ghajnuna taghna.



Il1-Hadd, 28 ta’ Awfissu

IL-MAIGNIFICAT

Nergghu nisimghu llum, il-kanti-
ku ferriehi tal-Madonna: ‘“Ruhi
tfahhar il-kobor tal-Mulej, u l-is-
pirtu tieghu jifrah f’Alla s-Salva-
tur tieghi ghax hu hares lejn i¢-co-
kon tal-qaddejja tieghu... is-Set-

ghani ghamel mjieghi hwejjeg
kbar.” e
Fi zmjen il-Patt il-qadim ukoll il-

ferh y r-radd il-hajr huma t-twegi-
ba. tas-soltu tal-poplu kollu jew ta’
xi hadd mjll-poplu, meta Jahweh
jidhol ghalihom. U hekk inkitbu
hafna kanti¢i ta’ radd il-hajr fi
zmjien il-Patt il-qadim jew f’isem il-
poplu kollu (Es 18, 1-8.20-21; Is 61,
10-11) jew f’isem xi hadd (I Sam
2, 1-10; Mhal 4, 1-31; Is 38, 9-20;
Gona 2, 2-10; Dan 3, 51-90; Tob.
13; Sud 16, 1-17; ara Lq 1, 67-79;
2, 28-32).

U t-talb tas-salmi, li kienu tista’
tghid kollha jintuzaw fil-liturgija,
ghallem lill-poplu maghzul ta’ Alla
u lil kull wiehed minnhom, biex
“ifahhar” u “jredd hajr’’ lill-Mulej
ghall-“eghgubijiet” 1i ghamel biex
ighinhom,

Fost dawk Ii nsibu jitolbu fi
zmjen, il-Patt il-Gdid, 1-ewwel wah-
da hi Marija, 1i tlissen innu ta’ radd
il-hajr li -hu 1-Magnificat.

Nixtieq hawn nghidilkom, x’kiteb
il-Papa Pawlu VI fl-esortazzjoni
appostolika Gaudete in Domino;
“Mpa, gietx (il-Vergni Marija) meh-
lusa mijt-tigrib: hdejn is-salib is-
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siehbet b'mod tassew specjali fis-
sagrificcju tal-Qaddej bla htija, hi
li hi d-Duluri. Imma hi garrbet
ukoll ferh bla qjies fil-qawmien
ta’ Binha, Gestt u giet imtellgha
bir-ruh u l-gisem fil-glorja tas-
smewwiet... Hi xbieha tal-Knisja
kemm, fid-dinja u kemm fil-glorja.
Qrib Kristu hi tghix mjll-gdid il-
ferh kollu taghha, tghix il-ferh
shih imwieghed lill-Knisja: Mater
plena sanctae laetltiae; u bir-ragun
kollu wliedha fuq l-art huma u jdu-
ru lejha bhala Omm it-tama u
Omm il-grazzja, isejhulha bidu tal-
ferh taghna.

Huti eghziez, il-hsieb tal-Vergni
Marija jaghti zoghzija gdida 1-ferh
taghna u jganqglu ghall-eghmil kif
heggeg il-Papa Pawlu VI fl-esor-
tazzjoni li semmejna. “Minghajr
gatt ma jongsu li jgisu l-qaghda 1i
fiha jinsabu, il-komunitajiet insara
ghandhom, ifittxu 1i jkunu postijiet
fejn isaltan 1-ottimizmu, fejn kull
wiehed jimpenja ruhu bil-gawwa
kollha biex jara t-tajjeb fin-nies u
fil-grajjiet... Din mhix biss hidma
ta’ psikologija. Hi wkoll frott tal-
Ispirty s-Santu.... Din il-qaghda
ghall-insara ghandha mumenti 1li
fih jistaghnu tassew: ‘ic-celebraz-
zjoni tal-misteru ta’ 1-Ghid tal-Mu-
lej... sinjal u ghajn ta’ ferh nisra-
ni, mument ta’ wagfien fil-mixja
lejn il-hena ta’ dejjem.”



II-Hadd, 4 ta’ Settembru

TRON TA’ L-GHERF

Lill-Madonna nsellmulha “Tron
ta’ 1-Gherf”. Imma X’inhu 1-Gherf?
Jew ahjar ‘“Min hu 1-Gherf?”

F’xi kitba ta’ zmien il-Patt il-qa-
dim, l-aktar f’dik li nkitbet wara
l-eziljy f’Babel, I-Gherf hu 1-Ligi ta’

Mose’ (Dewt 4,6; Sir 24,1-25; Bar |

3,12; 4,1...) jew ahjar hu kollha
kemm hi l-Iskrittura (Sir pro. 1-3.
6-14). F’dawn il-Kotba mgaddsa
nsibu msemmija l-grajja tal-Mulej
mal-poplu tieghu u ghalhekk, id-
dehra tal-Gherf ta’ Alla, jigifieri 1-
pjan, tieghu, il-hsieb tieghu, mhux
biss ghal Israel, imma ghal kull
bniedem, ghall-holgien kollu (Sir.
42.15; 50,24; Gherf 8,8; 9.9-13; 10,
1-19; 22..)).

Ghalhekk il-bniedem gharef hu
dak li jagra, jistudja 1-Kotba mqgad-
dsa, u jghozz f'qalbu l-veritd biex
minnha jikseb taghlim ghal hajtu
(Salm 107, 1-42; Sir 50, 27-28...)

Din, il-herga ghall-Iskrittura kib-
ret aktar fi zmijen it-tigrib (Gud 8,
25-29), jigifieri, meta l-imgieba ta’
Alla wiehed ma kienx jista’ jifhim-
ha (Sir 4,17-18): ‘:‘Ghax aktar fond
mill-bahar hsibijietu; u fehmjetu
mill-giegh nett.”

Israeli tajjeb, gharef bit-taghlim
tal-Iskrittura, ihares lejn id-dinja
kif jaraha Alla. Anzi, b’dan il-mod
isahhah ir-rabta tieghu ma’ Alla,
ghax isir ibnu (Sir 15,2), habibu
(Gherf 8,28), gharus ta’ 1-Gherf

(Gherf 5,2:9,10; Sir 15,20).

Ix-xandir tal-Patt il-gdid ihab-
brilna 1i Kristu hu ‘“l-Gherf ta’
Alla” (I Kor 1,24), Fih, fi kliemu,
feghmilu, il-Missier jurina car X’
inhu l-pjan tieghu ta’ salvazzjoni
(ara Lq 7,29.30.33). Hu.pjan li ma
nifhmuhx malajr, ghaliex isehh
permezz tal-iskandlu tat-tbatija u
tas-Salib (I Kor 1,25),

L-imgaddsa Vergni Marija hi “t-
Tron, ta’ 1-Gherf” ghax hi lagghet
f'qalbha u fi hdanha lil Gesu, L-
Gherf ghammar fi hdanha u gha-
milha dixxiply mill-agwa tieghu. Il-
Vergni Marija hi- mbierka l-aktar
mhux ghax tat it-twelid bhala
bniedem lil Iben ta’ Alla, imma
ghax mantniet ruhha bil-halib safi
tal-Kelma ta’ Alla (ara Lq 11,27-
28).

Bhall-Vergni Marija, il-gqalb ta’
kull min jemmen, tinbidel f’ghama-
ra ghal Kristu, 1-Gherf ta’ Alla. L-
istess bhalma kien jigri bejn il-ve-
ru Israeli u 1-Gherf, isehh sura ta’
relazzjoni spiritwali bejnna u bejn
il-Mulej. Gesu stess ighidulna dan:
‘Kull min jaghmel ir-rieda ta’ Mis-
sieri, dak huwa hija, u ofiti u om-
mi” (Mt 12,50; ara Mk 3,35; Lqg
8,21). ‘ '

Jalla 1-Madonna tmexxina u
tghinna nghixu b’dan il-mod ir-re-

" lazzjoni taghna mal-Fedde;j.
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18 ta’ Settempru, 1983

FARAG TAL-IMNIKKTIN

“Farag tal-imnikktin” — sura
ohra tal-prezenza tal-Madonna, fil-
Knisja u fid-dinja.

Il-farag, ighallimna, 1-Patt il-qa-
dim, ghandu l-bidu tieghu f’Alla, li
jsawbu ffug il-hlejjaq kollha.

Meta 1-Mulej iregga’ lura lit-tu-
rufnati fil-Palestina, jaghmel 1il
Gerusalemy is-santwarju tal-farag
tieghu, Fi hdan il-belt gaddisa jin-
gabru l-gnus kollha wu kulhadd
igarrab il-hlewwa ta’ Alla.

Il-messagg ta’ Alla dwar dan
iwassalulna, 1-profeta Isajija, per-
mezz ta’ xbihat mill-hajja tan-nisa.
Ixebbah lil Gerusalem ma’ omm li
tredda ’l uliedha u thaddanhom
maghha b’imhabba kbira, © “Ter-
dghu u tixbghu minn sider il-farag
taghha; terdghu u titghaxxqu minn
sider is-sebh taghha... It-trabi
taghha fuq id-dirghajn jintrefghu u
jzeghlu bihom fuq l-irkobbtejn” (Is
66, 11.13). Dan il-kliem simboliku
jigi mbaghad imfisser; b’dan il-
mod: ‘“Bhalma omm, tfarrag lil bin-
ha, hekk jien infarrag lilkom, u f’
Gerusalem, titfarrgu” (Is 66,13).

U 1-Messija, fit-tama tal-poplu
maghzul ta’ Alla, kellu jkun ‘“il-fa-
rag ta’ Israel” (Lq 2,26).

Bil-hidma fejjieda ta’ Kristu
twieldet Gerusalem gdida, il-Knis-
ja. F’din il-familja, I-imhabba ta’
Alla, li dehret fil-qalb ta’ Gesu,
tfarrag, qisha terfa’ fuq I-irkob-
btejn, kull bniedem li jigi fid-din-
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ja.

U meta nitkellmu fugq il-Knisja,
kliemna mill-ewwel imur fuq il-
Vergni Mgaddsa, li hi Omm il-Kni-
sja, xbieha perfetta tad-dixxipli
tal-Mulej. B’dik l-imhabba taghha

bla, gjies, li biha hi tiehu hsieb 1-

ahwa ta’ Kristu, Alla ‘“ghani bil-
hniena”, turina bl-imhabba taghha
ta’ omm l-istess farag ta’ Alla.

Fl-enciklika Dives in misericordia
kont ktibt li f’din 1-imhabba kollha
hniena li tidher l-aktar meta hemm
id-deni fir-ruh u l-gisem, ghandha
sehem b’'mod specjali u eccezzjon-
ali lI-qalb ta’ dik li kienet Omm I-
Imgsallab u 1-Irxoxt... U fiha u biha
hu ma jieqaf qatt juri lilu nnifsu
fil-grajja tal-Knisja u tad-dinja.
Huti eghziez, dan ga qged tintebhu
bih. Biex ingimu kif jixraq il-Ver-
gni Marija: bhala “Omm il-farag”
irridy nidhru quddiem, id-dinja bha-
la xbihat cara tal-farag ta’ Alla
(ara 2 Kor 1,3-7).

Fostna hadd ma ghandu ma jin-
tebahx 1i d-dinjita tal-bniedem trid
tintrefa’ u tkun imharsa u mifdija
jekk tkun giet imkasbra. Skond 1-
Appostlu dmjirna hu 1i nifirhu ma’
min, jifrah u nibkuy ma’ min jibki
(Rumy, 12,16).

U biex naqdu dan id-dmijr, hija
Marija x-xbieha taghna li tnebbah-
na: Marija li kienet hemm, fil-ferh
tat-tieg ta’ Kana u kienet hemm
fit-tragedja, tal-Kalvarju.



25 ta’ Settembru

FQAR FL-ISPIRTU BHAL MARIJA

“...xehet ghajnejh fuq ic-cokon
tal-qaddejja tieghu... nizzel is-set-
ghana mjinn fuq it-tron taghhom u
gholla c¢-ckejknin” (Lg 48,52). B’
dan il-kliem, il-Vergni Marija tifrah
bil-kobor tal-gherf ta’ Alla li jixhet
ghajnejh kollhom tjieba fuq ic-
ckejknin u jxerred lil dawk li hu-
ma mkabbra f’qalbhom,

I¢c-“cokon”, il-“fagar”’, huwa vir-
to 1i giet maghrufa bil-mod il-mod
mill-ispiritwalita tal-Patt il-Qadim.
Wara l-ezilju f'Babel issahhet dej-
jem aktar il-fehma tal-faqar fl-is-
pirtu. Jigifieri bdew fifthmu 1i I-
“fgir”, ic-“ckejken” huwa dak li
jintrabat mal-Mulej b’qalbu kollha,
jaghmel dejjem ir-rieda ta’ Alla,
kif tidher fil-ligi ta’ Mose’ (ara Sof.
3,12-13; Is 66,2; Gudit. 2,11.14).

Il-fagar fl-ispirtu ma jasalx biex
jiskarta mid-dmirijiet 1i titlob il-
gustizzja socjali. Anzi l-harsien tal-
ligi ta’ Mose’ kienet twassal ghall-

eghmejjel ta’ mhabba vera ghal ah- -

wa. Il-ligi ta’ Mose’ kienet titlob li
tinghata ghajnuna lil min ikun fil-
bzonn, lir-romol, lill-iltiema, 1ill-il-
siera lill-barranin; kienet titlob il-
mahifra tad-djun kollha fis-sena tal-
gublew,

Marija, ighidilna 1-Kon¢ilju, Vati-
kan II, hija l-ewwel wahda fost il-
fgar u ¢-ckejknin tal-Mulej, li jis-
tennew u jiksbu s-salvazzjoni (Lu-
men Gentium 55),

Il-fagar ta’ Marija huwa Il-fagar
li, fil-mjlja kollha tieghu, ghexu
tant gusti tal-Patt il-Qadim, It-
thabbira ta’ l-Anglu taghti xhieda
ta’ Marija bhala wahda ‘“fqira fl-

69

ispirtu” li bil-fiat taghha turi rab-
ta shiha mar-rieda ta’ Alla (Lq 1,
49, 52,54).

~ Sal-jum, tat-tlugh taghha fis-se-
ma, il-fagar ta’ Marija deher fil-

- mod kif b’qalb kbira qdiet lil Binha

fil-persuna u l-htigijiet tieghu. U
dejjem, fid-dell tal-fidi (ara Lg 2,34.
35.48-50; Atti 1,14;4,23.30; 8,1-3;
12,1:128:22).

Ghaling wkoll, dixxipli tal-Mulej,
il-fagar fl-ispirtu jfisser obbedjen-
za, shiha ghall-Evangelju. Hu dak
it-trawwim, tal-qalb li San Pawl
ifissru b'dan fil-kliem; “Ha jkollkom,
l-istess sentimenti li kellu Kristu
Gest” (Fil 2,5; ara Mt 11,28-29;
Gak 2,21). '

Il-kwistjoni socjali, meggjusa bha-
la tgassim, gust tal-gid kollu ekono-
miku u morali, tiddependi minn din
is-sura ta’ fagar. Ir-rabta shiha
mal-Kelma, ta’ Kristu ma tistax ig-
garrab il-misthija tal-ingustizzja,
tal-mohgrija. Il-komunita ta’ l-ew-
wel insara ta’ IGerusalem, 1i magh-
hom kellhom il-Madonna (Atti 1,14)
kieny jzommu shih fit-taghlim ta’
1-Appostli, u fil-ghagda bejniethom,
fil-gsim, tal-hobz u fit-talb (Atit 2,
42), u propju minhabba din il-heg-
ga, ma kien hemm hadd fosthom
li kien fil-bzonn (Atti 2,44-45; 4,32.
34-35; ara Dewt 15,4; 2 Kor 8,13).

Jalla, Kristu jgajjem fina l-fagar
ta’ Marija! Imbaghad il-qawwa, ta’
I-Ispirtu tieghu jiftah it-triq ghall-
“hwejjeg kbar” tal-Fidwa taghna.
U mbaghad inkunu henjin ghaliex
taghna tkun is-Saltna tas-Smew-
wiet (Mt. 5,3).



EZORTAZZJONI TA’ L-ARCISQOF GHAL JUM IT-TAGHLIM NISRANI
' (25/9/83)

Fl-okkazjoni ta’ JUM IT-TAGH-
LIM NISRANI, li sa nibdew nicce-
lebraw kull sena, nixtiequ nwas-
slulkom, il-kelma taghna, dwar il-
htiega ta’ katekezi ghall-kbar, l-ak-
tar issa li geghdin lejliet il-hrug
tal-Pjan Pastorali ghad-Djocesi.

Ilkoll niftakru f’dak 1li galilna
Gesii: “il-bniedem, mhux bil-hobz
biss. ighix, izda b’kull kelma li toh-
rog minn fomm Alla”. (Mat 4,4).

Huwa sinjal ta’ bniedem ghaqli
li wiehed jibni hajtu mhux fuq ir-
ramel, izda fuq il-blat, 1i jibga’ sod
f’kull tempesta. Nibnu hajjitna fuq
il-blat meta nibnuha fuq il-Kelma
ta’ Alla, ghaliex kif ighidilna llum
San Pawl, “din hi keima ta’ min
jogghod fugha. Jekk mitna mieghu,
ghad nghixu mieghu wkoll”. (2
Tim 2,11).

T1-fidi hi rigal ta’ Alla. Jaghti-
hielna b’xejn. u minghajr merti
taghna, mal-hajja gdida ta’ wlied
Alla li nir¢ievu fil-maghmudija. 1z-
da bhal xitla li kontinwament teh-
tieg min isaqqiha u jiehu hsiebha,
hekk il-fidi tehtieg I-ikel tat-tagh-
lim nisrani. Bla taghlim, il-fidi
mhux biss ma tikbirx y ma taghtix
frott, izda tiddghajjef, tinxef u
tmut.

Il-htiega tat-taghlim ma tigafx
meta wiehed jaghmel il-Grizma
jew jispicca mill-iskola, Ghall-kun-
trarju, it-taghlim nisrani aktar
ghandna bzonnu aktar ma mohhna
jzviluppa, aktar ma niltagghu ma’
esperjenzi godda, aktar ma rridu
nhabbty wiccéna ma’ problemi kbar
tal-hajja, aktar ma nsiru maturi
biex niehdu decizjonijiet respon-
sabbli, Hija hasra li fost il-kbar, xi
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drabi ninnutaw tant nuggas ta’
taghlim nisrani kif twassalulna I-
Knisja.

Mhuwiex forsi htija wkoll ta’
dan in-nuqgas ta’ taghlim 1i hafna
drabi, xi whud jiehdu decizjonijiet
zbaljati fil-hajja personali, familja-
ri, socjali u politika? Mhuwiex for-
si htija ta’ injoranza religjuza, li
hafna drabi, xi whud jikkuntentaw
ruhhom bil-Quddiesa tal-Hadd u b’
xi talba ’l hawn u ’l hinn, minghajr
ma jimpenjaw ruhhom ta’ nsara
fid-dinja tax-xoghol, tad-diverti-
ment, tal-business u tal-kultura?

Illum aktar mill-bierah, ma nis-

tghux nirriskjaw li jkollna fidi mi-
bnija biss fuq id-drawwa, jew fuq

is-sentiment. Nehtiegu fidi mibni-

ja fuq il-konvinzjoni personali, so-
da u matura. Nehtiegu fidi mdaw-
la mill-Kelma ta’ Alla, kif inhi in-
terpretata ghal zminijietna mill-
Knisja, 1i f'idejha 1-Mulej halla din
il-hidmga.

Ghalhekk nixtiequ naghmlu sej-
ha lil kulhadd, 1-aktar liz-zghazagh
u lill-adulti, biex jiehdu kull okka-
zjoni biex jikbru fil-fidi permezz
tat-taghlim. Ghall-grazzja ta’ Alla,
u bil-hidma; generuza ta’ ghadd sa-
bih ta’ sacerdoti, sorijiet u lajci,
f’Malta ghandna hafna ckkazjoni-
jiet u mezzi biex wiehed jista’ jsib
it-taghlim fejjiedi tat-taghlim nis-
rani.

Ta’ kull nhar ta’ Hadd ghandna
1-Qari tal-Kelma ta’ Alla u 1-Omeli-
ja tas-sacerdot. Inheggukom biex
taghmly uzu mill-Missal Kateketi-
ku, kemm waqt il-Quddiesa u
kemm, barra mill-Quddiesa, perso-
nalment, fi gruppi jew fil-familja.



II-Missal huwa ta’ ghajnuna kbira
biex nirriflettu u nitolbu flimkien
fuq il-Kelma, ta’ Alla,

Matul is-sena, fil-parrocéi u fid-
djocesi, ikollna diversi priedki,
ezercizzi, irtiri, lagghat, sajdiet u
okkazjonjiet ohra. Ghandna wkoll
ghadd ta’ Ghagdiet ta’ l-apostolat,
komunitajiet, movimenti u gruppi
ta’ talb, fejn wiehed jista’ jikber
fil-fidi flimkien ma’ l-ohrajn. B’
mod specjali rridu nsemmu l-lag-
ghat ta’ thejjija 1i jsiru ghall-gha-
rajjes qabel iz-zwieg, kif ukoll il-
lagghat 1i jsiru ghall-genituri qabel
ma wliedhom jir¢ievu 1-Maghmudi-
ja, 1-Ewwel Tqarbina jew il-Griz-
ma. Irridu nfakkru lill-genituri fil-
privilegg u fid-dmir serju li ghan-
dhom, li jaghtu edukazzjoni nisra-
nija lil uliedhom, fil-familji tagh-
hom. Ftit jiswa li l-genituri jitolbu
s-sagramenti ghal uliedhom, jekk
imbaghad ma jimpenjawx ruhhom
biex bil-kelma u bl-ezempju jagh-
tuhom, formazzjoni tassew nisrani-
ja. Fil-lagghat 1i jsirulhom, isibu
ghajnuna siewja biex dan iwettquh
SEW.

Nirrikmandaw li naghmlu aktar
uzu mill-gari nisrani, l-aktar tal-
Bibbja, u tad-Dokumenti tal-Kon-
¢ilju Vatikan II. Ghandna wkoll
hafna kotba u xi rivisti tajbin, mik-
tubin bil-Malti. F’qasir Zzmjen, il-
Kappillani sa jippubblikaw  it-tra-
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duzzjoni tal-Katekizmu ta’ 1-Adul-
ti, mahrug mill-Isqfijiet Taljani.
Ma nistghux ma nsemmux ukoll il-

ta tat-Teologija geghda torganizza
fl-Istitut Kattoliku, fil-hinijiet ta’
fil-ghaxija, biex jistghu jattendu
anke nies tax-xoghol, lajci.

Wara dawn il-ftit rakkomandaz-
zjonijiet, naghalqu billi nfakkru-
kom 1i 1-Papa jqis il-hidma kateke-
tika, jigifieri 1-hidma tat-taghlim
nisrani, bhala l-ewwel hidma 1
ghandha 1-Knisja. Nitolbu li din il-
hidma, jkollha 1-post 1i jixirgilha fil-
hidma pastorali fid-djocesi u f’kull
parrocca. B’qalbna kollha 1i nixtie-
qu nuru pubblikament 1-ghozza u
l-hajr taghna ghal dawk kollha li
geghdin jahdmu b’tant hegga f’dan
il-qasam, Anzi nitolbu 1i aktar in-
sara generuzi jaghtu sehemhom fil-
Knisja bhala Katekisti.

Wagt 1i nitolbu lill-Vergni Mari-
ja, Omm I-Imghallem taghna u
Omm, il-Knisja, biex twassalna dej-
jem aktar qrib ta’ Binha, fl-Ispir-
tu u l-verita naghtikom il-Barka
tieghi.

Mlum, 21 ta’ Settempru 1983, Fe-
sta ta’ San Mattew Appostlu u
Evangelista.

T GUZEPPI,
Arcisqof ta’ Malta.



1Z-ZJARA TA’ L-ARCISQOF FL-AWSTRALJA
Mons. 'Arcisqof ihalli z-zjara tieghu ghall-Awstralja ghal data aktar tard

Mpons. Arcisqof Guzpppi Mer-
cieca ddecieda li jhalli ghal aktar
tard zjarg li kellu jaghmel lill-emi-
granti Maltin fl-Awstralja, Din iz-
zjara giet trasferita mjinhabba c-
cirkostanzi prezenti.

L-Arcisqof Mercieca, flimkien
ma’ Mons. Philip Calleja, kienu
mistiedna mill-kappillani ta’ 1-emi-
granti Maltin fi New South Wales
biex izuru 1-Awstralja; bejn it-18 t’
Awissu u 1-5 ta’ Settembru. Iz-zja-
ra kienst ser fissir ghall-okkazjoni
tal-ghelug il-mitt sena mill-wasla
ta’ l-ewwel grupp ta’ 70 Malti fl-
Awstralja. Wagt din iz-zjara tie-
ghu Mons. Arcisqof kien mistenni
li jzur fil-parrocéi u l-komunitajiet

MUSEUM, f'Sydney, Wollangong,
Melbourne, Adelaide u Queensland,
Kellu wkoll imexxi l-pontifikal f’St.
Mary’s Cathedral fl-4 ta’ Settem-
bru bil-partecipazzjoni ta’ 25 sa-
cerdot Malti u kien il-mjistieden ta’
bosta. organizazzjonijiet.

F’ittra 1i Mons. Calleja, delegat
ta’ 1-Arcisqof ghall-Emigrazzjoni,
baghat lill-organizzaturi wera li 1-
Arcisqgof jixtieq li jzur l-emigranti
Maltin aktar tard Kif i¢-cirkostanzi
jippermettu,

Mons. Arcisqof mistenni li jib-
ghat messagg biex jingara fil-Pon-
tifikal 1i se jsir fil-Kattidral ta’ St.
Mary’s, Sydney, mill-Arc¢isqof ta’
Sydney, Mgr. Clancy.

MESSAGG MINN MONS. ARCISQOF .
LILL-EMIGRANTI MALTIN U GHAWDXIN FL-AWSTRALJA
FL-OKKAZJONI TAL-FESTI CENTINARJI
TAL-WASLA TA” L-EWWEL MALTIN FL-AWSTRALJA

Insellmilkom; ilkoll minn ‘qalbi
mahbubin Maltin u Ghawdxin li
geghdin l-Awstralja. Minn mindu
sirt Arcisqof ta’ Malta, dejjem
xtagt i nzurkom u narakom fil-
post fejn geghdin tghixu u tah-
dmu, Din hija xewqa kbira tieghi
li lum, b’dispjacir Kkbir tieghi, ma
nistax nara mjitmuma imma nitta-
ma li ghad jigi zmien li nkun nis-
ta’ naraha mitmuma u nkun fost-
kom. Din ix-xewqa:r kbira tieghi
gejja mill-interess kbir 1i ghandi
fikom, fix-xoghol taghkom u fil-
hajja li geghdin tghixu. Hija xew-
ga kbira tieghi li turi hafna kemm,
inhobbkom, kemm, inhobb lil kull
wiehed u wahda minnkom. Hija x-
xewqga ta’ Mons, Nikol Cauchi, Is-
dof t'Ghawdex, tal-Kummissjoni
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Emigranti Maltija, kif ukoll tal-po-
plu Malti u Ghawdxi Kolly li, kif
tafu intom, ihobbkom hafna u jif-
takar dejjem fikom fit-talb tieghu.

Xtaqt inkellimkom, bl-ilsien Mal-
ti izda hsibt li jkun ahjar illi nagh-
ti I-messagg qasir tieghi bil-lingwa
Ingliza biex it-tfal taghkom, jew
ahjar, it-tfal tat-tfal taghkom in-
ikunu jistghu jifhmuni ahjar. II-
hsieb bil-lingwa Ingliza huwa dan
li gej:

I was looking forward to join-
ing you in your celebrations to
commemorate the centenary of the
arrival of the first Maltese mig-
rants in Australia but unfortunate-
ly, this has been impossible for me.

Although I cannot be personally
present among you, I wish to be



with you spiritually, with all my
heart, to join you in praising and
thanking God, for all the benefits
he has given to the Maltese
Australian commpunity during all
these years.

A hundred years ago, thirty Mal-
tese mjgrants left their ancestral
home to settle in far-away Austra-
lia, This was a very braye decision
they took, for, in taking it, they
were cutting themselves away
from their family roots with no
hope of ever returing back, so great
was the distance then. One will
realize
was, when one considers that the
Maltese were so much attached to
‘their homeland that in seeking
work] abroad they never ventured
further than the shores of the
countries bordering the Mediter-
ranean, so that their return back
to their land of their birth could
not be jeopardised.

The Australian venture of these
pioneers bore fruit and opened the
door to a steady flow of Maltese
migrants which begun as a trickle
but became a great stream in the
_ years following the last Great War,
so much so that Australians of
Maltese: descent are numpbered in
thousands.

Nevertheless the Maltese
Australians have not forgotten the
country of their origin, for in leav-
ing Malta they have carried with
them the uses and customs of their
homeland, with its deep roots in
the Christian and Catholic tradition
which is the distinguishing charac-
teristic of the Maltese nation,

For the Maltese Australians the
centenary celebrations are a mani-
festation, of: loyalty to their adopt-

how brave this decision .
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ed homeland and a nostalgic re-
memprance of the country of their
forefathers, the small island of
sunshine and history in the middle
of a sea where the civilisation and
culture of the Western World was
born and developed.

From, this island, which nineteen
hundred years ago received with
open arms the Apostle of the Me-
diterranean, I send my heartfelt
greetings to all Maltese ‘Austral-
ians and to all their friends and fel-
low Australians, in a special way
to their children and to the elderly,
the sick and the ailing.

My sincere thanks to the Church
in Australia for receiving with
open arms the Maltese migrants
and helping them to settle down in
their new home and giving them
the same comfort of religion they
had in Malta, by finviting Maltese
priests and religious to provide for
their spiritual needs.

A special word of thanks is due
to Mgr. Edward Clancy, Archbis-
hop of Sydney, a really good friend
of Malta and whom I have come
to know personally, for his inte-
rest in the welfare of the Maltese
community and for his kind invi-
tation to me to visit Australia as
his guest and take part in the cen-
tenary celebrations. I have been
unable to accept his invitation this
time, but I will continue looking
forward to the time when it would
be possible for me to meet you all.

And finally a big ‘thank you all’
to all those who have been work-
ing for the success of these cen-
tenary celebrations and to all those
who, in one way or another, are
helping Maltese Australians to be
loyal citizens and faithful Catho-



lics. God bless you all.

U nixtieq gabel naghlaq infissril-
kom kemm intom, geghdin gewwa
galbi, kemm, dejjem nahseb fikom
u nitlob 1 Alla biex ikun f’galb-
kom, jghinkom, fix-xoghol taghkom
u jghinkom ukoll biex bhala Mal-
tin, li haddantu r-religjon ta’ Kris-
tu, tkomplu tghixuha u tkunu ta’
ezempju tajjeb fost dawk kollha 1i
tahdmu maghhom, .

Alla jberikkom, Naghtikom il-be-

nedizzjoni pastorali tieghi u imxu
'] quddiem fil-hajja taghkom b'sens

ta’ ferh u ta’ fiducja f’Alla ghax

Alla jhobbkom u jghinkom biex,
bhala, wliedu, ixxerrdu ma’ kullim-
kien il-pac¢i, l-ghagda u I-hbiberija
li hija s-sinjal ta’ min jemmen f’
Alla u jhobb lil Alla u l-proxxmu
tieghu, Hudu pjacir bil-festi, ifirhu
u nghagdu dejjem biex tkunu pop-
lu wiehed fil-merhla ta’ Alla.

MESSAGG TA’ L-ARCISQOF EGHLUQ IL-75 SENA
TAS-“SCOUTS” F’MALTA

Qeghdin niccelebraw eghluq il-75
sena minn mindu beda I-Iscouting
f’Malta, sena biss wara li BADEN
POWELL ta bidu fl-Ingilterra
ghall-Moviment ta’ li Scouts, bil-
hsieb li jghin lit-tfal jizviluppaw il-
karattruy u l-kapagitajiet taghhom
ha jkunu verament l-irgiel ta’ I-
ghada.

L-ideal ta’ li Scouts hu llum im-
haddan mad-dinja kollha ghaliex
hu ideal li jgib ’il quddiem il-valuri
l-aktar gholja tal-bniedem, dawk il-
valuri li jaghmlu l-bniedem vera-
ment bniedem; il-lealta, ir-rispett, 1-
imhabba, * 1-onesta. Il-veru Scout
ma jongos gatt minn kelmtu, lest
dejjem, biex jaqdi lill-ohrajn u jghin
lil min, jehtieglu l-ghajnuna; il-ve-
ru. Scout jaf igib ruhu man-nies u
juri rispett lil kulhadd, ighozz il-
gmiel tal-holgien u ma jaghmilx
hsara lill-ambjent naturali li jseb-
bah pajjiz; ‘il-veru Scout ihobb ’il
pajjizu u ghandu ghal qalbu l-wirt

kollu ta’ pajjizu... dak kollu Ii

jaghmel 1il pajjizu dak 1i hy u jagh-
zlu mill-pajjizi l-ohra.
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Dawn huma kwalitajiet sbieh li
jaghmlu l-irgiel; izda dawn il-kwa-
litajiet. jiksbu gmiel agwa meta hu-
ma - mdawlin mill-fidi mnisranija,
mill-fidi kattolika, Il-veru Scout
Kattoliku huwa leali u ta’ kelmtu
ghax bhala Kkattoliku jghozz kull
ma hu veru, gust u sewwa; jirris-
petta lil kulhadd ghaliex jara f’kul-
hadd lil huty fi Kristu; ighin bil-
galb lif kull min hu fil-bzonn gha-
liex f’kull min hu mgarrab jara ’l
Kristu stess; jghozz il-gmiel tal-hol-
gien kollu u ma jkasbrux ghax jaf
li I-holgien kollu jxandar il-kobor
tal-Mulej u I-hlejjaq kollha ta’ I-art
iberkuh jgholluh ghal dejjem; ihiobb
lil pajjiz u jghozz il-wirt ghaziz tat-

twemmin, nisrani li jaghmel lil paj-

jizu pajjiz nisrani.

I1-Motto tal-iscouts: KUN: LEST,
huwa motto li jghodd tassew ghat-
tfal li geghdin jikbru u jitrawmu
fl-imhabba u l-onesta u l-lealtad ha
jkunu l-veru rgiel ta’ ghada. Ghal-
hekk f’dan il-75 Anniversarju ta’ 1-
Iscouting f’Malta, lill-elf u sitt mitt
Scouts u Guides Maltin nghidilhom:



Kunu lesti 1i tghozzu dejjem il-
Fidi Kattolika li fiha tghammidtu u
li intom tistgarru;

Kunu lesti li thobbu ’1 pajjizna u
tkunu ta’ gieh ghal Malta taghna
bl-imgieba kollha taghkom;

Kunu lesti 1i tharsu l-wirt stori-
ku tal-ibliet u l-irhula taghkom, il-
gmiel u s-seher tal-eghlieqi u 1-gon-
na ta’ pajjizna, l-indafa tal-bahar li
jdawwarna u s-sigar u l-ward, u I-
aghsafar u l-hlejjag kollha 1i jseb-
bhu l-ambpjent fejn nghixu;

Kunu lesti tghinu lil kull min
jehtieg l-ghajnuna taghkom; ix-
xjuh li ma ghandhomx min idur
bihom; tfal bhalkom li huma mor-
da jew inkapagcitati jew negsin mill-
imhabba fil-familja;

Kunu lesti li turu rispett lejn
kulhadd, u li ggibu ghaqda u sliem
u hidma flimkien kull fejn tkunu;

U fuq kollox kunu qalb wahda °
bejniietkom halli meta tikbru, tku-
nu tistghu tibnu dinja ahjar ghal
kulhadd, 4

B’rahan ta’ -dawn ix-xewqat taj-
ba tieghi lilkom, lill-familji tagh-
kom, lil-‘leaders’ u l-‘commission-
ers’ taghkom, u lic-‘chaplain’ tagh-
kom, minn galbi naghti [-Barka Pa-
storali tieghu,

Illum, 8 ta’ Mejju, 1983, Festa

tal-Madonna ta’ Pompej.

1+ GUZEPPI,
Arcisqof ta’ Malta.

DISKORS TA’ L-ARCISQOF LIL ZGHAZAGH BARRANIN

e

It is a pleasure for me to meet
you this morning and exchange
with you a few thoughts, for I like
meeting young people as their en-
thusiasm, their good nature, their
optimjism inspires me and helps
me in the execution of*my mission
as a priest of the Most High, more
so when these young people look
on Christ as their ideal, their Mas-
ter and their Lord.

You have come to Malta from
over twenty countries to study to-
gether how to live the Gospel in
your daily lives and be a witness
to Christ among your friends and
all the people you meet with every
day.

In front of you, you have a
whole lifetime: the future of the
world is yours, and your desire is
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that this future would be a future
of peace, brotherhood and love.
You are well aware that true
peace, true brotherhood and true
love can only come from Christ,
who is-our Peace, who has pulled
down the wall which seperated
men, from each other and showed
us that we are all brothers, who
has told us that God is love,

Strive therefore, in a true Chris-
tian spirit to overcome all - those
things that- bring divisions and
strifes and conflicts among men,
and work hard to promote all that
is good and worthy in each single
human being.

The Pope has invited the whole
Christian world to make this year
an Extraordinary Holy Year-in me-
mory of the 1950th year of our



Redemption. It is through His
Death on the Cross that Christ has
reconciled the world to God and
men with each other. This year
should therefore 'inspire us more
strongly to strive for such a re-
conciliation which is a first step
towards universal peace and bro-
therhood among men, But recon-
ciliation is mnot possible unless
there is conversion, a real-conver-
sion of the heart, which will lead
us to overcome our selfishness and
lead us to appreciate all that is
good in others. In thlis way we
would be heaping coals, as St. Paul
says, on all those who in one way

or other are putting obstacles in
our ways. With St. Paul the Apo-
stle of the Mediterranean I tell you:
Let your love be genuine, hold fast
to what is good, Live in harmony
with one another, Do not be haugh-
ty, Never be conceited, Repay no
one evil for evil but take thought
for what is noble in the sight of
all, Live peaceably with all men.
Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good. With
these good wishes, with all my
heart, I give you my pastoral bless-
ing as a pledge of heavenly favours
on you, on your families, on your
friends and on your countries.

Festa ta’ San Guzepp Haddiem — 1983

DISKORS TA’ MONSINJUR ARCISQOF

[llum geghdin ‘infakkru San Gu-
zepp Haddiem, Wiehed jistaqgsi:
“X’tghidilna, din il-Festa?” Din il-
Festa hija stedina ohra li I-Knisja
ged taghmlilna bliex nahsbu fil-
haddiema kollha ta’ 1-id u tal-mohh,
u nhobbuhom tassew. Il-Knisja,
tghallimna 1i l-haddiem inhobbuh
meta nghozzy u nharsu d-dinjita u
d-drittijiet tieghu li, fis-sitwazzjo-
ni li jinsabu fiha hafna haddiema
taghna, tfisser, fug kollox, nghinu
biex ikun hawn xoghol ghal kul-
hadd.

Pajjizna  huwa wkoll milqut
mill-problema li hija mxerrda kwa-
zi mad-dinja kollha: din hija 1-mar-
da tal-qghad li qeghda toqros fil-
laham, il-haj ghadd gmielu ta’ had-
diema li m’ghandhomx xoghol jew
impjieg Xieraq li huma kapaci gha-
lih. Tl-qghad igib mieghu hafna
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hsara u dan fl-individwi, fil-famil-
ja u fis-socjeta.

Permezz tax-xoghol il-bniedem,
imantni 1-hajja tieghu u ta’ Il-oh-
rajn; permezz tax-xoghol ukoll; il-
bniedem ghandu jibni dinja 1i fiha
jista’ jghix Kkif titlob id-dinjita

- tieghu, ankfi meta dan ghalih ikun

ta’ sagrificécju. Dan hu I-pjan ta’
Alla. Minn hawn jidher ¢ar id-dmir
taghna lkoll li x-xoghol taghna
naghmluh, naghmluh tajjeb u mhux
naharbu minnu, jew naghmluh ta’
kafkaf jew bla nteress, basta ntem-
muh. Ix-xoghol ghalhekk, Kif qal
il-Qdusija Tieghu 1-Papa sena l-oh-
ra lill-haddiema ta’ Barcellona, hu-
wa gid ghall-bniedem m tal-bnie-
dem u l-qghad u n-nuqgas ta’ xo-
ghol, huwa cahda, telfa ta’ din il-
gid kollu.

Dan kolly jghinna nifhmu li hadd



ma jista’ jkun indifferenti quddiem
din il-marda tal-gghad. Ghandna
responsabbilta kbira lejn dawn hut-
na li jehtieg li ahna nghinu, imdaw-
lin mit-taghlim socjali tal-Knisja.,

Il-Knisja tghallem li kull proble-
ma fil-qasam tax-xoghol hija pro-
blema tal-bniedem ghaliex il-bnie-
dem huwa dak li jahdem, Dan ifis-
ser li, Kkif insibu fl-Enciklika tal-
Papa Gwanni Pawlu II ‘Laborem
Exercens”,

“il-bazi ewlenija li fugha ghandu

 jitgies ix-xoghol hi 1-bniedem, fih in-
nifsu, dakl li jaghmel iix-xoghol.”

Ghalhekk, kunsiderazzjonijiet
materjalisti¢i u ekonomici wahed-
hom, jigifieri minghajr il-kunside-
razzjonijiet morali u etici, ma jis-
tghu qatt isolvulna tajjeb u ghal
kollox, il-problemi tax-xoghol. II-
Knisja Hija cara meta tghallem li
x-xoghol hy ghall-bniedem u mhux
il-bniedem ghax-xoghol.

Din il-fehma nisranija tax-xogh-
ol turina liema trid tkun l-imgieba
taghna ma’ hutna li huma mijlquta
mill-qghad. Jehtieg l-ewwelnett 1i
nhossuna lkoll ahwa bejnietna: je-
htieg 1i nohorgu mill-egoizmu tagh-
na kollu, u li anke min jinsab taj-
jeb, jinteressa ruhu u jhossu res-
ponsabbli ta’ dawk li bhalissa hu-
ma bla xoghol.

Ikun jonqos minn dmiru bhala

- nisrani u cittadin min ghax megh-
lub minn spirtu ta’ politika partig-
jana, jaf biss igerger jew ifittex fuq
min jitfa’ I-htija, ghalkemm kull
min jigi miixli b’xi tort ghandu jagh-
rbel sewwa eghmilu u jara li huwa
gieghed fit-triq it-tajba.

Ikun ifarfar ir-responsabbilta
minn fuq spallejh min ighid i din il-
problema tal-gghad hija responsab-
bilta ta’ 1-Istat u jieqaf hemm. Hu-
wa veru li I-Istat ghandu jkollu
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bhala, 1-ghan ewlieni ekonomiku u
politiku tieghu 1-holgien' ta’ posti-
jiet godda ta’ xoghol biex ikun
hemm xoghol ghal kulhadd, u li ja-
ra li tithaddem, din il-politika. Izda
kif gal il-Kardinal Casaroli, is-Seg-
retarju ta’ l-Istat tal-Vatikan, f’it-
tra 1i baghat ghat-23° Gimgha Soc-
jali ta’ Spanja s-sena l-ohra...: “il-
fatt 1i din ir-responsabbilta princi-
pali taga’ fuq l-Istat ma jistax jigi
interpretat bhala centralizzazzjoni
unilaterali tas-soluzzjonijiet f’idejn
il-poteri pubblici”’, Fi kliem iehor,
m’ghandniex nahsbu li ghandna
nhallu s-soluzzjoni tal-problemi
kollha biss f’idejn 1-Istat. Kulhadd
ghandu jaghti s-sehem tieghu. Jeh-
tieg 1i kulhadd jaghti s-sehem tie-
ghu ghax kulhadd ghandu d-dmir
li jghin lil huh.”

Ta’ min ifahhar lil dawk 1i jhad-
dmu li, ghaliex ihobbu lill-bniedem,
geghdin jahdmu biex jintrebah in-
nuqgas ta’ postijiet tax-xoghol bil-
li jzommy r-ritmu tax-xoghol min-
kejja, xi drabi, nuggas ta’ qliegh
xiieraq ‘u sahansitra kultant b’telf.
Dawn ged iwettqu, b’sagrificéju u
riskju, it-taghlim, tal-Knisja fejn il-
persuna umana ghandha superjori-
ta assoluta fuq il-flus, il-gqliegh u
fuq hwejjeg ohra.

Dawk li jahdmu jkunu juru gha-
gda wahda ma’ huthom li huma
bla xoghol meta jirrinunzjaw, fejn
fistghu, ghal xoghol iehor jew xo-
ghol part-time, biex hekk jghinu lil
haddiehor isib impjieg. Ghidt “fejn
jistghu”’: b’dawn il-kliem irrid in-
fiisser li, filwaqt li ghandna nah-
dmu biex ikollna ghixien xieraq
ghalina u ghall-familja taghna, ma
ghandna qatt nitkaxkru, bhalma
ged jigri, mill-mentalita konsumis-
tiki — gerha ta’ Zzmienna — u nflit-
txu li nahdmu biex nagilghu 1-flus,



nieklu u niddevertu minghajr ma
nahsbu, Kif jixraq, fuq id-dmirijiet
taghna lejn Alla u lejn il-proxxmu
taghna. Din il-mentalitda twassal
biex' inkabbru l-egoizmu u nwar-
rbu kull sens ta’ solidarjeta u gha-
gda bejnietna.

Dawn huma xi ftit hsebijiet 1i jis-
tghu jghinu biex wiehed jeghleb
jew inagqas sewwa l-problema tal-
qghad. Izda biex fitwettaq dan it-
taghlim socjali tal-Knisja jehtieg

fuq kollox nitolbu l-ghajnuna ta’
Alla biex quddiem, is-sagrificcju
jkollna l-gawwa, nsahhu l-imhabba
lejn ghajrna uy quddiem, il-problemi
jnisslu fina spirtu sincier ta’ djalo-
gu veru li jgeghelna nharsu lejn
xulxin bhala wlied ta’ Missier wie-
hed li hu fis-smewwiet,

Nitolbu, wkoll 1-ghajnuna tal-Ma-
donna. Hi, li wrietna kemm-il darba
kemm, thobbna, taghtina zgur I-
ghamu.na taghha.

OMELIJA TA’ MONS. ARCISQOF G. MERCIECA!
FIL-QUDDIESA TAL-FUNERAL TA’ DR, ANTON BUTTIGIEG

“Ingbarna flimkien biex naghtu
l-ahhar tislima taghna lil huna
Anton Buttigieg; kien Anton stess
Y xtaq uy ried li l-laggha tieghu
maghna f’din l-okkazjoni ssir fil-
prezenza ta’ Gesu, Alla haj u veru.

L-okkazjoni ta’ issa hija wahda
ta’ swied il-qalb: Anton, li ahna
lkoll nafuh bhala bniedem, biezel u
habrieki, gieghed quddiemna mej-
jet: geghdin insellmulu ghall-ahhar
darba, imnikktin ghax Anton se
jghib minn quddiem, ghajnejna ghal
dejjem; ma narawhx aktar jithallat
man-nies; ma  nisimghuhx aktar
jithaddet fuq Art Twelidu li tant

kien lihobb; ma nisimghuhx aktar

iheggeg lill-Maltin biex bhala nsara,
nkunu haga wahda bejnietna; mhux
l-ewwel darba li Anton, bhala Pre-
sident ta’ Malta, heggeg lill-poplu
Malti jimxi wara Kristu biex ikol-
Ina s-sliem, lil-gid u l-ghagda f’paj-
jizna.
Nitnikktu meta mafu li Anton
mhux se narawh aktar maghna. 1z-
day mhuwiex is-swied ta’ qalb il-
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messagg li Anton irid iwasslilna £’
din 1-okkazjoni,

Jien li, kemm-il darba mort raj-
tu marid l-isptar, mista’ nghid li

Anton kien jaf 1i riesag lejn il-
mewt. Kien jghidli wkoll i hu rie-
saq lejn il-mewt b’tama kbira f
Alla, ghax kien perswaz li Alla
jhobbu hafna, u ghalhekk lest li ju-
ri hniena kbira mieghu.

Il-messagg ta’ Anton ghalina hu
messagg ta’ tama kbira f’Alla. An-
ton ried jiltaga’ maghna biex ighi-
dilna li issa ged jghix hajja gdida
fi hdan Alla: ged narawh sieket, iz-
da ged nisimghu I-lehen tieghu;
ged jistgarr li jemmen f’Alla, 1i gej
minghand Alla u li rritorna ghand
Alla biex ‘ighix mieghu wara li gie -
kkonfortat  bis-Sagramenti tal-
Knisja ta’ Kristu.

Il-messagg ta’ Anton huwa ghal-
hekk messagg ta’ ferh u farag gha-
liex huwa messagg ta’ fidi f’Alla,
ta’ fidi f'hajja li ma tintemmx: hu
I-messagg tar-rebha fuq il-mewt.

Anton, fost ir-responsabbiltajiet



i kellu, kien ukoll l-ewwel ¢ittadin
ta’ Malta — responsabbilta li jkun
ta’ ezempju tajjeb ghal kulhadd u
jahdem, ghall-gid ta’ kulhadd.

Bil-prezenza, tieghu lum qud-
diem Gesll, imdawwar mjnn tant
hbieb, Anton ged jghallimna, li kull
irkoppa trid, tmil quddiem Alla, bil-
1i taghraf 1li kollox gej minn Alla.
Din hi 1-umjilta ta’ min hu kbir; dan
hy l-kobor ta’ min jiccekken qud-
diem Alla, u juri bil-hajja tieghu, li
Alla jigi gabel kollox u gabel kul-
hadd u li ghalhekk, kull hidma tal-
bnliedem, hi x’inhi r-responsabbilta
tieghu fuq din, l-art, ghandha tghin
biex twassal lil Alla, ghand il-bnie-
dem wu terfa’ lill-bniedem ghal
ghand Alla,

Dan hu l-pjan ta’ Alla, Din trid
tkun il-hidma ta’ kull min ihoss ir-
responsabblilta li hu ghandu qud-
diem Alla y quddiem, il-bnedmin.

Fug l-art. ahna nistghu nimirhu
’l boghod, minn Alla, meta eghmil-
na ma jagbilx ma’ Kristu ma jag-
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bilx. mat-taghlim, tal-Knisja tieghu.
Izda Anton gqed ifakkarna llum li
rridu niltagghu ma’ Alla u dak in-
har 1i hajjitna fuq din l-art tin-
temm, irridu nidhry u nkunu qud-
diem Alla, u nkunu wahedna qud-
diem, biex jistenniena nghlidulu li
ahna hdimna ghalih fuq din, l-art u
hekk ikollna sehem mill-istess haj-
ja tieghu. ;

Anton m’ghadux maghna; ma-
dankolly nafu li Anton huwa issa
fi hdan, Alla, missier li jhobb b’
imhabba bla, gies lil kull wiehed
minna. Nafu ghalhekk li Alla jil-
qa’ bil-galb it-talb u s-suffragju li
naghmluy ghar-ruhu u jaghti I-farag
tieghy lill-familjari tieghu, lil mar-
tu, lil uliedu u lil hutu, kif ukoll lil
hbiebu u lil hutu, kif ukoll lil hbie-
bu u 1-Maltin u I-Ghawdxin kollha
li kienu jafuh u jhobbuh f’hajtu.

Mulej, aghtih il-mijstrieh ta’ dej-
jem, id-dawl ta’ dejjem, jiddi lilu,
jistrieh fil-paci, Amen.



MESSAGG TA’ L-ARCISQOF
FL-OKKAZJONI TAZ-ZJARA TAL-KWADRU
TAL-MADONNA TA’ PINU FPMALTA

Il-mligja tax-xbieha tal-Madonna
ta’ Pinu fostna ghandna ngisuha
bhala barka mis-sema ghalina, gha-
Yiex hija z-zjara ta’ 1-Omm, taghna
ts-sema li gejja fostna biex tghi-
dilna x’qieghda tistenna mjinna f’
din, is-sena mgqaddsa tal-Fidwa ta-
ghna, sena li fiha ahna wkoll, f’Set-
tembru li gej, se naghtuha gieh bha-
la Omm, il-hniena, u r-rikonciljaz-
zjoni, flimkien ma’ dawk kollha Ii,
mjinn pajjizi ohra, se jissiehbu
maghna f’dan il-glieh lil Omm Alla.

Fil-granet li fihom ix-xbieha tal-
Madonna ta’ Pinu tkun fostna, ni-
tolbuha lill-Madonna biex iddaw-
war lejna l-ghajnejn taghha ta’
hniena, u tehlisna mijt-tigrib: kollu
Ii geghdin ingibu fugna bi dnubiet-
na. Hi waqfet mal-Knisja fil-bidu
taghha u kienet xbieha tal-Knisja
titlob meta ssiehbet ma’ 1-Appos-
th fic-Cenaklu waqt li kienu jis-
tennew il-migja ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-San-
tu; issa, f’”dawn il-granet, se tieqaf
maghna bit-talb taghha halli ¢-ce-
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lebrazzjonijiet kollha li se jsiru f’
dawn il-granet, tul il-granet tal-
Kungressi Marjani f’Settembru i
gej, u matul is-sena mgaddsa kol-
lha, iwassluna biex inhossu dejjem,
aktar il-prezenza ta’ Alla fostna u
hekk naslu ghal mibgheda shiha
tad-dnub, li m’huwiex hlief i¢-cah-
da ta’ l-imhabba ta’ Alla. Nitolbu-
ha ghalhekk lill-Madonna, f’dawn
lil-granet li gejjin, biex, bl-ezempju
tal-hajja taghha, u bit-talb taghha,
tghin lil kull wiehed y wahda min-
na, hi x’inhi 1-hidma jew il-kariga
taghna, biex infasslu 1-hajja kollha
taghna fug Knistu u t-taghlim tie-
ghu Kif twassalulna 1-Knisja.,
Imwettqin bit-talb tal-Vergni
Marija, Ommna u. Omm; il-Knisja,
tul dan iz-zmien kolly 1li gej, in-
fittxu 1i nsahhu dejjem aktar il-
hbiberija taghna ma’ Alla u l-im-
habba bejrfietna, biex inkunu' nis-
tghu ngawdu 1-frott shih tal-Fidwa
li rebhilna 1-Mulej Gest. '



OMELIJA TA’ L-ARCISQOF F’'SAN GWANN
FL-OKKAZJONI TAZ-ZJARA TAL-KWADRU
TAL-MADONNA TA’ PINU FPMALTA — 4-7-1983

Ix-xbieha mirakuluza tal-Madon-
na ta’ Pinu tghidilna li Alla ged
jaghti grazzja kbira lill-poplu kol-
lu ta’ Malta. Ta’ dan, inroddu hajr
lil Alla; nixtieq ukoll nirringrazzja
lill-E.T, Mons, Nikol Cauchi talli
qatghalna xewqitna u accetta, li 1-
gzira ohtna ta’ Ghawdex tibghat 1il
ohtha I-kbira Malta din ix-xbieha,
li hi ghal galb il-Maltin, u 1-Ghaw-
dxin kollha. Nirringrazzja wkoll
lii Mons. Gerada, lil Mons. Gonzi,
lis-sacerdoti u lir-religjuzi u 1-lajéi,
nirringrazzja wkoll lil dawk 1i hu-
ma maghqudin maghna permezz
tat-talb u t-tbatija, tal-mard.

Ix-xbieha tal-Madonna hi graz-
zja minn Alla, hija sejha li Alla
qed jaghmlilna permezz ta’ Mari-
ja. Alla ghazlilna ’1 Marija ghax
Alla jaf li l-poplu Malti ma jasal
gatt biex ighid le lil Marija, kif
Marija qatt ma qalet le ghat-talba
ta’ Malta.

Marija ged turina x-xewqa tagh-
ha 1i n-nazzjon Maltija tibqa’ 1-gzi-
ra ta’ San Pawl, billi tibga’ taht il-
harsien ta’ Marija. Marija qed issej-
jah lill-poplu taghha blex ihobb lil
Kristu kif ighix u jinsab fil-Knisja
tieghu, u nhobbu ’1 xulxin bhal ah-
wa. Marija qed fssejhilna nghixu
hajja tassew nisranija, u hekk na-
ghtu kontribut siewi ghall-gid ta’
pajjizna,

Din is-sejha, hija stedina biex in-
hobbu tassew ic-ckejknin taghna,
iz-zghazagh taghna billi nhejju gha-
lihom Malta li tghin, tiffavorixxi, u
thares dejjem il-wirt Malti tal-va-
luri nsara u hekk ikollhom sliem u
gid u barka ghal uliedna u ghal
pajjizna. Nahdmu ghall-ghagda
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daqs kemm nghinu li¢c-ckejknin,
taghna jhobbu 'l Kristu, il-Knisja
tieghu, lil xulxin.

Din is-sejha hija sfida. Marija
giet fostna biex tghinna naghmlu
l-ghazla Kkbira ta’ hajjitna, ghazla
li tolqot ir-rotta ta’ hajjitna.

Jekk naghzlu li nkunu nsara, taj-
bin u ghalhekk ukoll ¢ittadini taj-
bin, jehtieg niddeciedu nidhlu ghal
kull sagrificcju, billi kull wiehed u
wahda minna, kemm jekk ghandna,
qaghda umli u kemm jekk ghand-
na responsabbiltajiet gholjin fil-
hajja privata jew pubblika, inhar-
su, t-taghlim, ta’ Kristu kif tfissirul-
na 1-Knlisja tieghu u napplikaw dan
it-taghlim, ghal kull sitwazzjoni
konkreta tal-hajja.

Marija taf li din hi sejha iebsa;
izda, Marija turina wkoll it-triq
mehtiega li twassalna biex nghixu
din is-sejha. Marija qed tistieden
lill-poplu Maltli, sacerdoti, religju-
zi u lajei, biex jitolbu; it-talb jagh-
tina l-gawwa nghixu hajja tassew
nisranija u nirbhu kull tfixkil. Ni-
tolbu jfisser nifthu qalbna ma’ Alla
u nghidulu li kull tant insibuha, bi
tqila li nahfru u nhobbu lil min
jaghmlilna d-deni; lil min ma jaq-
bilx maghna; nitolbu jfisser nghi-
du lil Alla li kultant, mirbuha mill-
egoizmu u l-interess, inhossuha ak-
tar hafifa naghzlu I-bniedem u 1-gid
li jwieghed il-bniedem milli nagh-
zly lil Alla u l-hajja li jweghdna. °

Huwa t-talb biss li jrid ighinna
jkollna tispett ghal xulxin, ghajnu-
na lil xulxin bhal ahwa u ubbid-
jenza kollha mhabba ghar-raghajja
spiritwali taghna.

Huwa, t-talb biss li jrid jghin, sa-
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¢i jahdmy flimkien f’ghaqda shiha
mal-isqfijiet u 1-Papa. Fejn hemm

din, il-hidma flimkien insibu l-assi-.

gurazzjoni ta’ fedelta lejn Kristu.

Dan it-talb ighin lilna s-sacerdo-
ti nkunu dejjem haga wahda ma’ 1-
isqof taghna billi nibnu kull hidma
taghna fuq il-kelmg ta’ Alla, fl-Is-
kritturay wy t-Tradizzjoni, u ma
nghammdux bl-isem ta’ Kristjanez-

mu ebda ideologija. Il-Kristjanez-
mu huwa l-messagg ta’ Gesu, fil-

waqt li 1-ideoclogija hija dejjem xo-

ghol ta’ mohh il-bniedem,
Nirringrazzja 1-Madonna ta’ I-
ghajnuna li hija mixtieqa taghtina
u nweghduha li, bl-intercessjoni
taghha, ahna u wliedna nibgghu

 wlied Marija u hekk Malta tibga’

Malta Marjana.

Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

LETTER TO THE BISHOPS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
ON CERTAIN QUESTIONS CONCERNING
THE MINISTER OF THE EUCHARIST

- I — Introduction

1. In teaching that the priestly
or hierarchical miinistry differs es-
sentially and not only in degree
from, the common priesthood of the
faithful, the Second Vatican Coun-
cil expressed the certainty of faith
that only Bishops and Priests can
confect the Eucharistic mystery.
Although all the faithful indeed
share in the one and”the same
prigsthood of Christ and participate
in the offering of the Eucharist, it
is only the mjnisterial priest who,
in virtue of the Sacrament of Holy
Orders, can confect the Eucharis-
tic sacrifice in the person of Christ
and offer it in the name of all
Christian people.’.

2. In recent years, however, cer-

" tain opinions have come to be pro-

mulgated, and at times translated
into practice, which deny the
above teaching and consequently
cause harm, to the innermost life

of the Church. Such opinions
which are widespread in various
forms and with different lines of
argument have begun to attract
some of the faithful themselves,
either because they claim, to be
based on a scholarly foundation, or
because they are presented as res-
ponding to the needs of the pastor-
al care and sacramental life of
Christian communities..

3. That is why: this Sacred Con-

: gregation, proampted by a desire to
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offer its particular services to the
Bishops ‘in a true collegial spirit,
wishes to restate here some of the
essential points of the Church’s
doctrine on the minister of the Eu-
charist, transmitted by her living
Tradition and expressed in pre-
vious documents of the Magiste-
rium.® The Congregation takes full
account of the integral vision of the
priestly mjnistry as presented by
the Second Vatican Council, but in
the present situation it considers it



a matter of urgency to make clear ,

the essential role of the priest.

s

II. — Erroneous Opinions

1. The prompters of these new
opinions maintain that every Chris-
tian community, from the very
fact that it is united in the name
of Christ and thus enjoys his undi-
vided presence (cf. Mt 18:20), is
endowed with all the powers which
the Lord wished to give to his
Church;

It is asserted, moreover, that the
Church is apostolic’ in the sense
that all those who have been wash-
ed in Baptism, and incorporated in-
to her, having been made sharers
in, the priestly, prophetic and royal
office of Christ, are also truly suc-
cessors of the Apostles. From the
fact that the whole Church was
prefigured in the Apostles it would
then, follow that the words of in-
stitutfion, of the Eucharist address-
ed to them are intended for every-
one.

2. As a consequence, although
necessary. ffor the good ordering of
the Church, the ministry of Bis-
hops and Priests would not differ
from the common priesthood of the
faithful with. respect to the partici-
. pation, in the priesthood of Christ
in the strict sense, but only insofar
as its exercise is concerned. The
so-called role of moderating the
community — including also that
of preaching and presiding at the
Euchariist — would, theretore, be
only a simple mnndate conferred
for the orderly functioning of the
community itself, but it ought not
to be ‘sacralized’. The call to such
a ministry would not amount to a
new. ‘priestly’ capacity, — strictly,
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speaking — and for that reason the
term ‘priesthood’ is generally
avoided — mor would it impart
any, character with ontological si-
gnificance for the state of the mi-
nisters, but would, simply give ex-
pression before the community
that the original power conferred
in, the sacrament of Baptism had
becomg effective.

3. In virtue of the apostolicity
of the single local communities, in
which, Christ would be no less pre-
sent than in an, episcopal structure,
each community, no matter how
small, in the event of its being de-
prived for some 'time of such a
constituent element as the Eucha-
rist, could ‘re-appropriate’ its cri-
ginal powers. Also it would have
the right of designating its own
president and animator and confer-
ring on him all the necessary fa-
culties for leading the community,
itself, including that of presiding
at and consecrating the Eucharist.
It is moreover asserted that God
himgelf would not refuse, in such
circumstances, to grant, even with-
out a sacramental rite, the power
he normally gives through sacra-
mental ordination.

Such is the conclusion also
reached by the fact that the celeb-
ration of the Eucharist is often un-
derstood simply as the action of
the local community, which is ga-
thered together to commemorate
in the breaking of bread the Last
Supper of the Lord.: It would
therefore be more a fraternal ce-
lebration in which the community
comes together and gives expres-
sion, to its identity, than the sac-
ramental renewal of the Sacrifice
of Christ, whose saving power ex-
tends to everyone, be they present



or absent, living or dead. -

4. Ironically, erroneous opinions
regarding the necessity of ordain-
ed miinisters for the celebration of
the Eucharist have even led some
to place less and less value upon
the sacraments of Orders and the
Eucharist in their catechesis.

ITl. — The Doctrine of the Church

1. Although they may be ex-
pressed in various ways with dif-
ferent nuances, all these opinions
lead to the same conclusion: that
the power to confect the sacra-
ment of the Eucharist it not neces-
sarily connected with sacramental
ordination. It is evident that such
a conclusion is absolutely incom-
patible with the faith as it has
been handed down, since not only
does it deny the power conferred
on priests but it undermines the
entire apostolic structure of the
Church and distorts the sacramen-
tal economy of salvation, itself.

2. According to the teaching of
the Church, the word of the Lord,
and the divine life which he has
given to us have been destined
from the very beginning to be
lived and shared in a single body,
which the Lord builds up for him-
self throughout. the ages, This bo-
dy, which is the Church of Christ,
is comtinually. endowed with the
gifts of ministries by him “from
whom, the whole body, nourished
and knit together through its joints
and sinews, grows with a growth
that is from God” (Col 2:19).°

This structure of ministries
finds clear expression in Sacred
 Tradition in the powers entrusted
to the Apostles and their succes-
sors: to sanctify, to teach and to
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govern in the name of Christ. The
apostolicity of the Church does
not mean that all believers are
Apostles,* not even in a collective
sense, and no community has the
power to confer apostolic ministry
which is essentially bestowed by
the Lord himgelf. Therefore when
the Church in her creeds calls her-
self apostolic, she expresses, be-
sides the doctrinal identity of her
teaching with that of the Apos-
tles, the reality of the continuation
of the work of the Apostles by
means of the structure of succes-
sion in virtue of which the apos-
tolic mission is to endure until the
end of time.®

This apostolic succession which
constitutes the entire Church as
apostolic is part of the living tra-
ditionr which has been for the
Church from the beginning, and
continues to be, her particular form
of life. And so, those who cite is-
olated texts of Scripture in oppo-
sition to this living tradition, in
trying to justify new structures,
have strayed from the truth.

3. The Catholic Church,  which
has developed through the ages
and continues to grow by the life
given to her by the Lord through
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit,
has always maintained her apos-
tolic structure, faithful to the tra-
dition of the Apostles which lives
and endures in her.

When, she imposes hands on
those to be ordained and invokes
upon them, the Holy Spirit, she is
conscious of handing on the po-
wer of the Lord who makes the
Bishops, as successors of the
Apostles, partakers in a special
way of his threefold priestly, pro-
phetic and royal missien. In turn,



the Bishops impart, in varying de-
grees, the office of their ministry
to various persons in the Church.®

And so, even though all the
baptized enjoy the same dignity
before God, in the Christian com-
munity, which was deliberately
structured hierarchically by its Di-
vine Founder, there have exfisted
from its earliest days specific apo-
stolic powers deriving from the
sacrament of Holy Orders.

4. Included among these po-
wers which Christ entrusted ex-
clusively to the Apostles and their
successors is the power of con-
fecting the Eucharist. To the Bis-
hops alone, and to the Priests they
have made sharers in their minis-

try which they themgelves have,

received, is reserved the power of
renewing in the mystery of the
Eucharist what Christ did at the
Last Supper.”

In order that they may be able
to carry out their work, especially
a work. so important as confecting
the Euchatlistic mystery, our Lord
marks out in _a spiritual manner
those whom he calls to the Epis-
copate and| to the Priesthood. He
does this with a special sign
through the sacrament of Orders,
a sign also called 'a ‘character’ in
solemn documents of the Church’s
Magisterium.® In this way, he so
configures them to himself that,
when they pronounce the words of
consecration, they do not act on a
mandate from the community but
“in persoma Christl, which means
more than just ‘in the name of
Christ’ or ‘in the place of Christ’
since the celebrant, by reason of
this special sacrament, identifies
himgelf with the Eternal High
Priest, who is both author and prin-
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cipal agent of his own sacrifice in
which truly no one can take his
place.”” Since it is of the very na-
turé of the Church that the power
to consecrate the Eucharist is im-
parted only to the Bishops and
Priests who are constituted its mi-
nisters by the reception of Holy
Orders, the Church holds that the
Eucharistic mystery cannot be ce-
lebrated in any community except
by an ordained Priest, as expressly
taught by the Fourth Lateran
Council.*®

Individual faithful or communi-
ties who, because of persecution or
lack of Priests, are deprived of the
Holy Eucharist for either a short
or longer period of time, do not
thereby lack the grace of the Re-
deemer. If they are intimately ani-
mated by a desire for the sacra-
ment and united in prayer with the
whole Church, and call upon the
Lord and raise thefir hearts‘to him,
by virtue of the Holy Spirit they
live in, communion with the whole
Church, the' living body of Christ,
and with the Lord himself. Through
their desire for the sacrament in
union with the Church, no matter
how distant they may be physical-
ly, they are intimately and really
united to her and therefore receive
the fruits of the sacrament; where-
as those who would wrongly at-
tempt to take upon themselves the
right to confect the Eucharistic
mystery end up by having their
community closed in on itself.!!

None of this derogates from the
respongibility of Bishops and
Priests and all members of the .
Church to pray that ‘“‘the Lord of
the harvest” will send workers ac-
cording to the needs of the people
and the times (cf. Mt 9:37 ff.), and



to work with all their energy to
make the Lord’s call to the priestly
ministry heard and welcomed, with
humpble and generous heart.

Iv. — Call to Vigilance

In recalling these points to the
attention of the Pastors of the
Church, the Sacred Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith de-
sires to assist them in the ministry
of feeding the flock of the Lord
with the food of Truth, of safe-
guarding the deposit of Faith and
of keeping intact the unity of the
Church. It is necessary to be
strong in faith and to resfist error
even when it masquerades as pie-
ty, so that by professing truth in
love, we may embrace in the love
of the Lord those who have stray-
ed (cf. Eph 4: 15).

Catholics who attempt to celeb-
rate the Eucharist outside the
sacred bond of apostolic succession
established by the sacrament of
Orders exclude themselves from
participating in the unity of the
single body of the Lord: they
neither nourish nor build up the
community, they tear it apart.

Therefore it ‘is the responsibility
of the Bishops to see to it that the
erroneous  opinions  mentioned
above do not continue to be spread
either in’. catechetics or in the
teaching of theology and, above
all, to see to it that such theories
are not put into practice. When-
ever cases of this sort are dis-
covered, it is their sacred respon-
sibility to denounce them as com-
pletely foreign to the celebration
of the Eucharistic sacrifice and of-
fensive to the community of the
Church. If they should find that
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some catechists are even minimiz-
ing the central importance for the
Church of the sacraments of Holy
Orders and the Eucharist, they
should likewise do all they can to
correct so distorted a teaching.
For in fact it is to us that these
words were addressed: ‘Preach
the word, be urgent in season and
out of season, convince, rebuke
and exhort, be unfailing in pa-
tience and in teaching... always be
steady, endure suffering, do.the
work of an evangelist, fulfil your
ministry” (2 Tim 4:2-5).

In these circumstances, there-
fore, let this collegial concern find
such a concrete, application that
the undivided Church, even in the
variety of local Churches working
together,'”> may keep safe what
was entrusted to her by God
through the Apostles. Fidelity to
the will of Christ and the Chris-
tian dignity itself require that the
faith handed down remain the
same so that it may bring peace
to all believers (cf. Rm, 15:13).

The Supreme Pontiff, John Paul
II, in an audience granted to the
undersigned Cardinal Prefect, gave
his approval to this letter, drawn
up in the ordinary session of this
Sacred Congregation, and ordered
its publication.

JOSEPH CARD. RATZINGER
) Prefect

v« Fr. JEROME HAMER, O.P.
Titular Archbishop of Lorium
Secretary
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hops of the Church, Feb. 24, 1980, nn.
III: :"AAS 72 (1980) 115-134.

3. Cf. Vatican Council II, Lumen Gen-
tium, nn. 7, 18, 19, 20; Christus Domi-
721u.s, nn. 1, 3; Presbyterorum Ordinis n.

‘4, Council of Trent, Doctrina de sacra-
mento 'ordinis, Chap. 4: DS 1767.

5. Vatican Council II, Lumen Gentium,
n. 20.

6. Vatican Council II, Lumen Gentium,
n. 28..

7. This is confirmed in the establish-
ed usage of the Church in rcalling Bis-
hops and Presbyters priests of sacred
worship, especially since they also have
been recognised as having the power of

8. Cf. Viatican Council TI, Lumen Gen-
tium, n. 21; Presbyterorum Ordinis, n. 2.

9. John Paul II, Letter Dominicae Ce-
nae, n. 8: AAS 72 (1980) 128-129.

10. Lateran Council IV, Const. de Fide
Firmiter credimus: “Una vero est fidel-
ium universalis Ecclesia,’ extra quam
nullus omnino calvatur, in qua idem ip-
se sacerdos est sacrificium Iesus Chris-
tus, cuiug corpus et sanguis in sacramen-
to altaris sub speciebus panis et vini
veraciter continentur, transsubstantiatig
pane in corpus et vino in sanguinem pgQ-
testate divina: ut ad perficiendum my-
sterium unitatis accipiamus ipsi de suo,
quod accepit ipse de nostro. Et hoc uti-
que sacramentum nemo potest conficere,
nisi sacerdos, qui rite fuerit ordinatus,
secundum claves Ecclesias, quas ipse
concessit Apostolis eorumgque succescor-
ibus Iesus Christus” (DS 802).

11. Cf. John Paul II, Letter Nove¢ in-
cipiente nostro, n. 10: AAS 71 (1979)
411-415. Concerning the value of the
desire for the sacrament, cf. Council of
Trent, Decree De iustificatione, chap. 4:
DS 1524; Decree De Sacramentis, can. 4:
DS 1604; Vatican Council II, Lumen
Gentium, n. 14; Holy Office, Letter to
the Archbishop of Boston, Aug. 8, 1949:
DS 3807, 3872.

12. Cf. Vatican Council II, Lumen
Gentium, n. 23.

making the Eucharigst.

MESSAGG TA’ L-ARCISQOF LIL “LEHEN IS-SEWWA”
FL-OKKAZJONI TAL-KUNGRESS MARJAN

F’dan il-messagg qasir tieghi lill-qarrejja ta’ LEEEN IS-SEWWA
fl-okkazjoni tal-Kungress Internazzjonali Marjan, nixtieq intenni
dak 1li ahna l-isqfijiet ghidna kemm-il darba, li ¢-c¢elebrazzjonijiet
tal-Kungressi ma ghandhomx ikunu biss wirja esterna ta’ kemm
ahna 1-Maltin u 1-Ghawdxin inhobbu 1-Madonna, imma okkazjoni
mill-agwa ghalina biex niggeddu fil-hajja kollha taghna bhala nsara
u bhala Maltin.

Ahna niftahru bil-fidi nisranija ‘taghna; ahna kburin 1i tul id-
dsatax-il mitt sena minn mindu l-Appostlu tal-Mediterran, Missierna
San Pawl, ra l-gharqga fuq xtut gziritna u zera’ fostna 1-fidi ta’ Kris-
tu, ahna bgajna dejjem marbutin mal-Knisja vera ta’ Kristu. Izda
dan mhux bizzejjed, jekk irridu nghaddu bla mittiefsa 1il uliedna
l-wirt ghaziz tal-fidi nisranija li hallewlna missirijietna. Jehtieg
ikun hemm qbil bejn il-fidi li niftahru 1i nhaddnu u l-hajja li ahna
. nghixu kuljum.

Jekk ahna nsara, ghandna nkunu kapaci nirbhu kull ma jifrid-
na ha nkunu lkoll haga wahda bejnietna fl-ghagda tal-Missier, u
ta’ 1-Iben u ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu; ghandna nkunu lesti npattu d-deni
li" jsirilna bil-gid li naghmlu lil min jongosna; ghandna nghozzu
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l1-innoc¢enza ta’ wliedna, is-safa fl-imgiba taz-zghazagh taghna, il-
qdusija tar-rabta taz-zwieg taghna, ir-rispett u l1-imhabbga ghal xul-
xin u ghal kulhadd; ghandna nagharfu naghdru lil haddiehor, nil-
gghu bis-sabar kull tigrib li jigi fugna, u nerfghu 1-piz ta’ xulxin;
ghandna nuru mhabba spec¢jali lejn dawk kollha 1i huma meorda,
imgarrbin, imwarrbin u wahedhom billi nZuruhom u nieqfu magh-
» hom fil-hemm taghhom.

B’hekk inkunu tassew qgeghdin naghtu gieh lill-Vergni Marija,
ghaliex inkunu mexjin fuq l-ezempji shieh 1li tatna tul hajjitha
kollha.

Cirkulari Nru. 119

FESTA TA’ SAN GUzEPP HADDIEM

Dawn il-granet il-Knisja ti¢celebra 1-festa ta’ San Guzepp Had-
diem.

I1-Knisja waqqfet din il-festa kemm biex tistieden lill-haddiema
'nsara kollha tad-dinja halli fuq l-ezempju ta’ San Guzepp Haddiem,
jagharfu jaghmlu mix-xoghol taghhom il-mezz ewlieni ta’ gdusithom
kif ukoll biex tpoggi fid-dieher 1-imhabba taghha lejn il-persuna tal-
haddiem u t-twemmin taghha fin-nobilta tax-xoghol.

Bizzejjed harsa fuq fugq lejn id-dinja tax-xoghol biex turina
minn kemm waagtiet ta’ thatija jkollu jghaddi minnha l-haddiem:
Il-haddiem, kemm tal-id kif ukoll tal-mohh, ibatji ghaliex ix-xoghol,
maghmul tajjeb u b’onesta, hu tgil minnu nnifsu; ibati minhabba
L, fi zminijiet ta’ kompetizzjoni, bhal ma huma dawk tal-lum, il-
hsieb 1i jista’ jsib ruhu minghajr xoghol ihassbu u jimlinh b’ammont
ta’ incertezza dwar il-futur tieghu u tal-familja; ibati, meta jiltaga’
ma’ kazi 1i fihom ma jircevix il-hlas xierag ghall-hidma tieghu;
bati fl-ahharnett f'cirkostanzi 1i fihom ma tkunx rispettata. d-dinjita
tieghu jew imgieghda fil-periklu s-sanha tieghu fuq ix-xoghol.

Hu ghalhekk li 1-Knisja 1i, fug l-ezempju ta’ Gesu, dejjem uriet
attenzjoni specjali lejn min ibati, dejjem kellha ghal galbha l-kawza
tal-haddiem.

I1-Qdusija Tieghu 1-Papa Gwanni Pawlu II, f’aktar minn diskors
wiehed, jekk, mill-banda. lI-wahda wera ruhu kuntrarju ghal kollox
ghall-imgieba ta’ dawk il-haddiema li jaghmlu uzu minn atti ta’
violenza bla sens fit-tagbida ghall-akkwist tad-drittijiet taghhom,
mill-banda l-ohra ma nagasx li jikkundanna bhala delitt l-aktar
gravi kontra Alla u kontra s-soc¢jeta, kull ingustizzja 1i ssir lill-had-
diem.

Bil-hsieb li f’Malta 1-Haddiem igawdi mill-gid u mill-prosperita
1i 1-Mulej jaghti 1lil dawk li jhobbuh, Monsinjur Arc¢isqof sejjer igad-
des ghall-bzonnijiet tal-Haddiema Maltin fil-Knisja Konkattedrali
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ta’ San Gwann nhar il-Hadd 1 ta’ Mejju, fis-6.00 p.m.

F’din il-Quddiesa se jikkoncelebraw is-Sacerdoti 1i jaghmlu

hidma pastorali fil-fabbriki u fil-postijiet tax-xoghol. Tkun haga
sabiha li, dawk kollha li jistghu, jiehdu sehem f'din il-Quddiesa.
: Monsinjur Arcisqof irid ukoll 1i 1-Kappillani u r-Retturi tal-
Knejjes, mill-Hadd ta’ gabel 24 ta’ April, iheggu lin-nies tal-Parrocca,
taghhom halli jgaddsu l-festa ta’ San Guzepp Haddiem bit- talb u
bl-opri tajba. .

Monsinjur Arc¢isgof iridni wkoll ningeda b’din i¢-Cirkulari biex
infakkar li t-8 ta’ Mejju hu jum 1i hu hafna ghall-galb tal-Madonna.

F'Marsaxlokk, Kkif dejjem sar tul dawn l-ahhar ghoxrin sena,
isir f’pellegrinagg “aux flambeaux” f'gieh il-Madonna ta’ Pompei. F’
dan: il-pellegrinagg, dawn l-ahhar snin, hadu sehem fih nies mill-
Parrocc¢i kollha ta’> Malta.

Din is-sena sejjer jiehu sehem fih wukoll Monsinjur Arcisgof.
Wara Jikkoncelebra mas-sacerdoti li jissiehbu mieghu fil-pellegri-
nagg.

Tkun haga sabiha 1li din is-sena tal-Kungressi Marjani 1i - se
jsiru f’Settembru li gej, nies mill-Parroc¢¢i kollha ta’ Malta jiehdu
sehem f'dan il-Pellegrinagg, u!jissienbu ma, 2 ]= "'\I‘(IQGOL

Il-Pellegrinagg iservi ghar-rebh tal- lnd!aldenza tal-Gublew.
Moghti mill- -Kurja Arciveskovili, Floriana, illum, 21 ta’ April 1983.

Carmelo Xuereb!
Vigarju Generali
Annetto Depasquale
. Kancellier

TELEGRAMM LILI-PAPA

Sacerdoti et laici operatori pastorali tra lavoratori uniti Arci-
vescovo per celebrazione Festa San Giuseppe Artigiano con lavoratori
Cattolici maltesi promettono fedelta incondizionata Santita Vostra
et insegnamenti enciclica Laborem Ezxercens chiedono propiziatrice
Benedizione Apostolica per lavoratori et datori di lavoro maltesi,
.per operatori pastorali per popolo maltese

ARCIVESCOVO MERCIECA

89



IL-PJAN PASTORALI
Cirkulari Nru. 121

Kif gharrafniekom f’aktar minn okkazjoni wahda, bhalissa 1-
Knisja f’Malta deghda thejji Pjan Pastorali. Il-hsieb li gaghalna
nidhlu ghal din l-inizjattiva kien 1i nsiru nafu ahjar liema huma 1-
akbar htigijiet spiritwali u morali tal-poplu taghna halli b’hekk in-
kunu nistghu nilhquhom b’'mod aktar organizzat u efficjenti.

Fug dan il-Pjan Pastorali sar s’issa bosta xoghol. Intalbu pariri
kemm ta’ sacerdoti kKif ta’ lajc¢i, ta’ haddiema kemm tal-mohh kif
tal-id; sar censiment dwar is-smiegh tal-quddies ta’ nhar ta’ Hadd
u tal-festi kmandati; ingabru diversi statisti¢i u saru bosta riéerki
1i jistghu jghinuna ahjar biex inkunu nafu l-istat religjuz tad-Djo-
¢esi. B'dankollu ghad hemm hafna X’isir.

Jehtieg ghalhekk li nitolbu izjed biex dan il-Pjan naghmluh
tajjeb b’'mod 1li jwiegeb tassew ghall-akbar htigijiet pastorali tal-
gzira.,

Nhar il-Hadd li gej il-Knisja ticcelebra 1-festa 1i tfakkarna f’
meta l-Ispirtu s-Santu nizel fuq 1-Appostli u imlihom bl-ispirtu
tieghu ta’ dehen u ta’ gawwa li ghamilhom kapaci jibdew u jkomplu
lI-missjoni taghhom. Kienet missjoni diffi¢li. L-appostli kienu jeh-
tiegu doni ta’ hegga u ta’ dawl specjali biex iwettquha. Izda l1-ispirtu
s-Santu ma nagashomx.

Chaldagstant Monsinjur Arc¢isqof iridni ngharraf lill-Kappillani
u lir-Retturi tal-Knejjes biex nhar il-Hadd 1i gej ihajru lill-erwieh
fdati ghall-kura pastorali taghhom biex izidu fit-talb taghhom halli
1-Ispirtu s-Santu jheggeg il-qalb u jdawwal il-mohh ta’ dawk is-sa-
cerdoti u ta’ dawk il-laj¢i 1li geghdin jahdmu fit-thejjija tal-Pjan
Pastorali.

Monsinjur Arcisqof jixtieq ukoll li:

(a) fit-talba tal-fidili, fil-Quddies tas-Sibt 21 ta’ Mejju u 1-Hadd, 22
ta’ Mejju, tinghad din l-invokazzjoni: :
Sawwab l-Ispirtu tieghek fuq il-Knisja Maltija sabiex taghraf X’irid
Alla minnha u taghmlu bil-hegga u bil-kuragg kollu.

(b) wara t-Tgarbin tinghad it-talba imhejjija apposta biex il-Pjan
Pastorali jhalli frott kotran ta’ gawmien spiritwali;

(c) fl-Omelija tal-gurnata ta’ Pentekoste, is-sacerdoti fil-waqgt li
jigbdu l-attenzjoni tas-semmiegha taghhom ghal htiega ta’ tig-
dida spiritwali f’pajjizna, juruhom ukoll 1li biex din tkun dew-
wiema ghandha bzonn titwettag skond pjan 1i jistudja liema
huma l-problemi l-aktar urgenti li jolgtu lill-Knisja f’pajjizna
u li juru 1-mod kif dawn ghandhom jigu mahlula.

Mahruga mill-Kurja tal-Arc¢isqof, Floriana, illum 17 ta’ Mejju,
1983.
Carmelo Xuereb
Vigarju Generali

Annetto Depasquale
Kancellier
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Talb ghall-Pian Pastorali

Mulej Alla taghna, fl-Evangelju int ghidtilna 1ij wlied id-dlam
huma aktar bil-ghagal minn ulied id-dawl. Nitolbuk ghalhekk tah-
frilna n-nuqgasijiet taghna l-aktar meta ma wrejniex hegga biz-
zejjed biex inwasslu lis-so¢jeta 1-Bxara t-tajba tieghek ta’ verita,
gustizzja, imhabba u paci.

Ghinna, Mulej, biex naghrfu x’inhuma I1-problemi 1li ghandna
quddiemna ha nsolvuhom bil-ghajnuna tieghek. Ghinna naraw dak
li hemm tajjeb fina biex inkunu nistghu inkabbruh ghall-gid tagh-
na u ta’ 1-chrajn. Dawwal mohhna biex nifhmu sewwa xi trid min-
na, biex inwiegbu ghas-sejha tieghek permezz tal-Pjan Pastorali li
gieghed jithejja ghad-djocesi taghna.

- Mulej, int taf kemm ahna dghajfa, imma int weghidtilna 1-Is-
pirtu qaddis tieghek biex ighinna fin-nudgas ta’ hila taghna. B’tama
gawwija fil-ghajnuna tal-Ispirtu s-Santu, ahna ma nagtghux gal-
bna, u f’ghagda shiha mal-Vergni Marija, Ommok u Omm il-Knisja,
ma’ San Guzepp, il-Protettur tal-Knisja tieghek, ma’ San Pawl Mis-
sierna, ma’ 1-Angli u 1-Qaddisin kollha, noffrulek il-ferh u n-niket
taghna, ahna u naghtu xhieda tieghek cguddiem id-dinja. Bi Kristu
Sidna. . Amen.

TELEGRAMM TAL-PAPA FL-OKKAZJONI TAL-KUNGRESS
TAX-XIRKA TA’ L-ISEM IMQADD;]S TA’ ALLA

Stato della Citta del Vaticano /
TELEGRAMMA \

Circostanza celebrazione Cinquantesimo Congresso Societa del
Santissimo Nome di Dio che avra luogo in = codesta Citta Sommo .
Pontefice rivolge at partecipanti suo paterno saluto et incoraggia
loro rinnovato impegno fedelmente servire Chiesa et generosamente
contribuire animazione cristiana societa affinche la Luce del Messag-
gia Evangelico risplenda sempre piw’  sullumana Famiglia a maggior
Gloria del Signore et santificazione anime mentre invocando su di
essi et presenti tutti al raduno copiose grazie celesti invia loro di
cuore implorata Benedizione Apostolica che in particolar modo im-
parte all’Eccellenza Vostra Reverendissima.

: ; Cardinale Casaroli



1Zz-ZJARA TAL-KWADRU TAL-MADONNA TA’ PINU
Cirkulari Nru. 121a

L-Isqfijiet taghna habbrulna li bit-thabrik tal-Kunsilli Djoce-
sani tal-Apostolat tal-Lajc¢i ta’ Malta u ta’ Ghawdex, il-Kwadru tal-
Madonna ta’ Pinu se jzur Malta ghal ftit granet. II-Maltin kollha,
li dejjem urew gima kbira lejn il-Madonna ta’ Pinu, se jkunu jis-
tghu jitolbuha u juruha mhabbithom matul iz-zmien 1i fih sejra
tkun esposta ghall-gima taghna 1-Maltin f’diversi Knejjes ta’ Gzi-
ritna. Bhala Omm tal-Hniena, hi ma tongosx li mis-Sema tkompli
tharisna u tmexxina halli nghixu f'ghaqgda ta’ ahwa bejnietna u
nkunu ulied fidili lejn it-Taghlim tal-Evangelju mwassal lilna mill-
Papa u mill-Tsqfijiet taghna.

II-Kwadru ghaziz ghandu jasal fil-Port il-Kbir, in-naha tad-
Dwana l-qadima fit-2 ta’ Lulju 1983, fis-6.15 p.m.; minn hemmhekk
jittiened f’pellegrinagg devot lejn il-Konkattidral ta’ San Gwann
fejn issir Quddiesa bhala 1-Ftuh uffi¢cjali ta’ din iz-Zjara Mbierka
fil-gzira taghna. Ma’ tul il-gimgha, il-Kwadru Nkurunat se jkun
fil—KniQ}'a Kattidrali u fil- mrroééi tal-Balluta, Rahal Gdid, Hal
Qormi, San Pawl tar-Rabat, San Pawl il-Bahar, il-Mellieha. Hemm-
hkek tintemm iz-Zjara tal-Kwadru tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu fostna,
waqt quddiesa mmexxija mill-Isqfijiet taghna.

Hija xewqa kbira ta’ Monsinjur Arcisqof li 1-poplu Malti kollu
jiehu sehem billi jiftakar fit-taghlim li 1-Isqfijiet tawna fil-Pasto-
rali 1li biha habbrulna din iz-Zjara storika. Huwa talabni wkoll in-
wassal dawn ix-xewqat tieghu:

1) Il-Kleru kollu, ir-Religjuzi, il-Membri tal-Ghaqdiet u tal-Movi-
menti u l-familji kollha maltin huma mhegga biex jilgghu lill-
Madonna fil-Port il-Kbir u jiehdu sehem fil-Pellegrinagg ghall—-
Konkattidral;

2) Il-Kleru kollu ta’ 1-Arc¢idjocesi, Djocesan u Regulari, huwa mis-
tieden bil-galb kollha biex jikkoncelebraw flimkien ma’ 1-Isqfijiet
fil-Konkattidral ta’ San Gwann, nhar it-Tnejn, 4 ta’ Lulju fis-
6.00 p.m.

3) Mill-gdid nistiednu lil kulhadd biex jiehu sehem fil- Pellegrinagg
mill-Knisja ta’ San Pawl tar-Rabat ghall-Kattidral ta’ 1-Imdina,
i1-Knisja Omm tad-Djocesi, nhar is-Sibt, 9 ta’ Lulju fis-7.00 p.m.

4) Insellmu lkoll lill-Kwadru ta’ Marija Ommmna fil-Mellieha qud-
diem is-Santwarju waqt 1i . 1-TIsqfijiet jikkoncelebraw flimkien,
fil-5.30 p.m. gabel ma 1-Kwadru jhalli Malta fi trigtu lejn is-San-
twarju f’Ghawdex mic¢-Cirkewwa.

5) Infakkru li kull pellegrinagg u Celebrazzlom 1i an'u f’din 1-ok-
kazjoni gaddisa jiswew ghar-rebh ta’ 1-Indulgenza tal-Gublew u
ghandhom iservu biex il-Poplu Malti kollu jersaq niedem lejn il-
Missier u jghix fil-paci taht il-harsien ta’ Marija.

6) Inheggu lil kulhadd biex nuru wkoll il-ferh kbir taghna ghal din
il-grazzja taz-zjara tal-Kwadru tal-Madonna fostna billi tithab-
bar il-wasla tal-Kwadru fil-Port il-Kbir bid-dagq ta’ mota bil-
dgniepen kollha ghal kwarta,b’mod spec¢jali 1-Knejjes kollhg ta’
madwar il-Port il-Kbir, fit-2 ta’ Lulju; dan il-ferh igangal il-qlub
ghal att sinc¢ier ta’ mhabba u tislima lil Ommna Marija.
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Bit-tama 1 1-Madonna tkdmpli tiegaf mal-poplu kollu tagﬁna
u xxerred fuqu l-kotra tal-Barka tas-Sema, insellmulkom bhala ulie-
dha mahbubin.

Mahruga mill-Kurja tal-Arc¢isqof, Floriana, illum 22 ta’ Gunju 1983,
Gheluq il-mitt sena mir-rivelazzjonijiet tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu.

Carmelo Xuereb
Vigarju Generali
Annetto Depasquale
Kancellier

DIGRIET TA’ MONSINJUR ARCISQOF DWAR
L-AMMINISTRAZZJONI TAL-BENI

In konformita mad-‘“Documento di Base” ghar-Riforma Ammi-
nistrattiva fil-Provincja Ekklesjastika ta’ Malta rigward ic-centra-
lizzazzjoni ta’ l-Amministrazzjoni tal-Beni Ekklesjastici li jappart-
jenu lill-enti tad-Djocesi, skond I[-ittra tas-Sagra Kongregazzjoni
ghall-Kleru tal-11 ta’ Novembru, 1971, niddekretaw u nordnaw: i
I-Amministrazzjoni kollha ta’ l-enti djocesani jghaddu fidejna b’ef-
fett immedjat. : f

Mid-data tal-lum hadd ma huwa awtorizzat jiehu jew jaghmel
ebda pass in konnessjoni mal-Beni tal-Knisja.

RG]

Moghti mill-Kurja Arciveskovili ta’ Malta, illum 3 ta’ Awissu, 1983.

(ft) 1 Guzeppi Mercieca
) Arcisqof ta’ Malta
(ft) Annetto Depasquale

Kancellier

Cirkulari Nru. 122

’

In segwitu ghad-Digriet ta’ 1-E.T. Monsinjur Arc¢isqof tat-3 ta’
Awissu 1983, jixraq li kull min kien prokuratur jew amministratur
ikun infurmat x’inhu mistenni minnu wara 1-hrug ta’ l-imsemmi
digriet u x’jimplika 1-istess digriet. ‘ ;

Kif spjegat fl-istess digriet, il-mizura 1i ha I-E.T. Monsinjur
Arcisqof hi ntiza biex twassal ghac-centralizzazzjoni ta’ l-amminist-
razzjoni tal-beni ekklesjastic¢i 11 jappartjienu lill-enti ta’ 1I-Arc¢idjoce-
si. Billi, izda, dan jirrikjedi volum ta’ xoghol li ma jistax jaga’ f’dag-
qa fuq 1-Ufficcju Centrali, 1-E.T. Monsinjur Arc¢isqof, bhala ammi-
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nistratur uniku ta’ l-imsemmija enti, jawtorizzak biex f’ismu tiehu
hsieb ghalissa t-tmexxija ordinarja ta’ l-enti li kienet amministrata
minnek. ‘ LR

Dan ifisser 1li inti tista’ f’ismu tigbor krejjiet, ¢nus, gbiela u
hlasijiet ohra u taghti taghhom ric¢evuta bid-dicitura “ghall-ammi-
nistratur’ u taghmel il-hlasijiet 1i jistghu jingalghu fil-kors ordinar-
ju tal-hajja.

Ma tistax, pero’, taghmel ebda att jew tiehu ebda provvediment
ta’ natura straordinarja. Dan ifisser, fost hwejjeg ohra, li ma tistax
tittrasferixxi b’ebda mod xi proprjeta, taghti 1l-istess b’kera, kom-
modat jew cens, tibghat returns ta’ Income Tax, tirregistra l-istess
proprjeta mmobiljari jew drittijiet fugha u tidhol fil-Qorti tant bhala
attur kif ukoll konvenut. Jekk xi hadd idahhlek il-Qorti inti ghandek
tegharraf minnufih lill-Ufficéju Centrali minghajr ma tiehu ebda
azzjoni int, hlief fil-kaz limitat biss ta’ emergenza assoluta, f’liema
kaz ukoll pero’ trid tavza lil dan 1-Uffi¢c¢ju fl-ewwel opportunita li
jkollok.

In kwantu ghat-thaddim ta’ xi kont bankarju 1li seta’ kellek, 1-
E.T. Mons. Arcisqof jawtorizzak tkompli thaddmu basta, ma. tipprova
tighed minnu ebda flus hlief biex tilhaq l-ispejjez 1li jkunu mehtiega
minn jum ghall-iehor.

Biex jintlahaq l-iskop tac-centralizzazzjoni ta’ l-amministraz-
zjoni tal-beni ekklesjastici li jappartjienu 1lill-enti ta’ 1-Arcidjocesi,
inti mitlub biex sat-30 ta’ Settembru 1983 tibghat lill-Uffic¢ju Cen-
trali rendikont tad-dhul u 1-hrug sa.l-ahhar ta’ Gunju 1983, kif ukoll,
il-balance sheet f’dik id-data u preventiv ta’ x’tahseb li jkun id-dhul
u l-hrug fis-sena 1984. ;

Mill-balance sheet li inti tibghat ghandhom jirrizultaw id-de-
positi fissi jew investimenti li seta’ kellha l-amministrazzjoni. Dwir
dawn inti ma ghandek ebda awtorita thaddimhom.

Manhruga mill-Kurja Arc¢iveskovili, Floriana, illum 12 ta’ Awissu 1983,
Can. C. Xuereb
Vigarju Generali

Annetto Depasguale
Kancellier

Cirkulari Nru. 124
IL-FESTA TAL-PAPA — IL-GURNATA MISSJUNARJA

Din is-sena se nic¢celebraw il-hames anniversarju ta’ l-ghazla tal-Papa
Gwanni Pawlu II, is-Sibt, 22 ta’ Ottubru, minflok is-16 ta’ Ottubru.

Jekk huwa dmir taghna nitolbu dejjem ghall-Papa, b’mod specjali
ghandna nitolbu ghalih din is-sena, mhux biss ghall-imhabba li wera lejn
pajjizna tul ix-xhur li ghaddew bil-messaggi li baghat lill-Isqfijiet taghna,
imma wkoll ghax din is-sena jahbat il-hamsa u ghoxrin anniversarju tal-
ordinazzjoni tieghu bhala Isqof.
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Jixraq ghalhekk li s-Sibt, 22 ta’ Ottubru, ninghaqdu mal-Isqgfijiet kol-
lha li jinsabu Ruma ghas-Sinodu kif ukoll mal-insara kollha tad-dinja, fit-
talb ghall-Papa biex il-Mulej iharsu, igawwih, u jwettqu bil-grzzji tieghu
ghall-gid tal-Knisja kollha ta’ Kristu.

Infakkru ghalhekk li dak in-nhar tat-22 ta’ Ottubru, fil-Knejjes kollha
ghandha ssir Quddiesa wahda ta’ l-anniversarju tal-Papa fil-hin l-aktar
adatt ghan-nies. Il-Quddiesa tinsab fis-Sagramentarju Malti pag. 876 u -
gari jittiehed mil-Lezzjonarju tal-Qaddisin: Lezzjoni I u Salm Resp. p.
85-86, Lezzjoni II p. 95 n. 13, u Hallelujah u Evangelju p. 103. e

Fil-Konkattidral ta’ San Gwann il-Quddiesa tkun fil-5.30 p.m. Hi xew-
ga ta’ Monsinjur Arcisqof li l-attendenza tal-Maltin ghal din il-Quddiesa
tkun tassew numeruza.

Dak in-nhar fil-Quddies kollu, fit-Talba tal-Fidili, tinghad bhala I-
ewwel invokazzjoni, dik li hemm fil-Lezzjonarju tal-Qaddisin pag. 791,
ghall-anniversarju tal-ghazla tal-Papa.

| * * ®

II-Hadd, 23 ta’ Ottubru, tahbat il-Gurnata Missjunarja, u dak in-nhar,
aktar mis-soltu, ghandna nitolbu biex it-thabbira tal-Evangelju tasal sa
truf l-art kollha halli I-bnedmin jaraw is-salvazzjoni ta’ Alla taghna. FI-
istess hin ghandna niftakru wkoll 1i huwa d-dmir taghna li ngibu ’l qud-
diem b’kull mezz ghad-dispozizzjoni taghna 1-Opri Pontifi¢ji Missjunarji.
Il-Papa, fl-appell tieghu ghall-Gurnata Missjunarja, gal li 1-Opri Pontifi¢ji
Missjunarji huma l-hidmiet l-aktar responsabbli ghax-xandir tal-Evangelju
fid-dinja u ghalhekk jehtiegu l-ghajnuna spiritwali u materjali kollha
taghna.

Dak inhar fil-Knejjes kollha tista’ ssir il-Quddiesa ghall-Evangelizzaz-
zjoni tal-Popli mis-Sagramentarju Malti pag. 896 jew 989 bil- Glor]a u l-
Kredu, u bil-qari mil-Lezzjonarju tal-Qaddisin pag. 532-544.,

* % *

Fl-ahharnett, billi ga geghda tinhass il-htiega ghax-xita, Monsihjur Ar-
¢isqof irid li fil-Quddies kollu, fit-Talba tal-fidili, tizdied l-invokazzjoni
ghax-xita (Lezzjonarju tal-Qaddisin pag. 791), u tibga’ tinghad sakemm
ikun mehtieg.

Fil-parrocci fejn in-nies ihossu aktar in-nuqqas tax-xita, tajjeb 1i xi
kultant, meta jippermettu r-rubriki, titqaddes il-Quddiesa ghax-xita (Sag-
ramentarju pag. 926 bil-qari mil-Lezzjonarju tal-Qaddisin pag. 582).

4 % %
Illum, 14 ta’ Ottubru 1983, tifkira ta’ San Kallistu, papa u martri.

Annetto Depasquale Carmelo Xuereb
Kancellier . Vigarju GGenerali
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OTTAVARJU GHALL-GHAQDA TA’ L-INSARA
gww)( . 18- 25 ta’ Jannar

Imsejhin permezz tas-Salib ta’ Kristu biex inkunu hage wahda bej-
nietna.

Dahla.
Is-Salib u 1-Ghaqda ta’ l1-Insara

Celebrazzjoni ta’ 1-Ottavarju: Il-Quddiesa
i¢-celebrazzjoni ewkaristika

Qari ghal kull gurnata ta’ 1-Ottavarju
Hidmiet 1li jistghu jsiru tul 1-Ottavarju u wara wkoll.

R N ——

DAHLA

L-Ottavarju ghall-Ghagda ta’ 1-insara din id-darba se jigi f'waqt
1i fih tant grajjiet tal-bnedmin geghdin ihassbuna hafna dwar il-
gejjieni; zmien li fih qeghdin naraw theddid gdid ghall-pac¢i u ghall-
istess hajja tal-bniedem fid-dinja. Izda hu zmien ukoll li fih gegh-
din jidHru sinjali qawwija, ghalkemm siekta, ta’ dak 1i Alla gieghed
jaghmel biex l-insara jersqu lejn xulxin. Studju li ghadu kemm sar
mill-“World Council of Churches” juri li l-interess fl-Ottavarju tat-
talb ghall-Ghagda tal-insara qieghed dejjem jizdied f’hafna posti-
jiet, u dan qgieghed igib mieghu zieda fil-hidma flimkien u fl-ghar-
fien ta’ xulxin tal-komunitajiet insara ta’ kull post. Fl-istess waqt
ma, jongsux sinjali wkoll 1i 1-knejjes insara ged jersqu hafna ghall-
gbil bejniethom dwar xi tfisser tassew l-ghaqgda tal-insara, dwar il-
Maghmudija u 1-Ewkaristija, u dwar il-ministeru fil-Knisja u l-aw-
torita tal-Knisja. Qatt gabel, fl-istorja tal-moviment ekumeniku,
kien hemm mumenti bhal dawn 1li ged jaghtuna din l-opportunita
u jghabbuna b’responsabbilta kbira. Izda, f’kull waqt, in-nuqgas ta’
generozita taghna, in-nuqgas ta’ kuragg, ir-rabta taghna ma’ dak 1i
nfasslu ahna u ma’ dak li l-aktar jinteressana, ged iheddu 1i jfixklu
t-thabrik kollu taghna. Qeghdin f'mument tal-istorja li jitlob min-
na, aktar minn qgabel, li nzommu shih u nkomplu nitolbu ghall-
ghaqda. : ;

It-talba taghna ghall-ghagda trid tkun talba 1lil Alla fix-xejn
taghna biex jaghtina l-ghajnuna tieghu; ftrid tkun talba ghalina
b’sens kbir tar-responsabbidlta 1i ghandna lkoll flimkien; trid tkun
talba ta’ tifhir lil Alla ghal dak li ged jaghmel bina u minkejja fina.
Trig tkun talba mnebbha lilna u lill-knejjes taghna mill-Ispirtu s-
Santu li nkunu xirka wahda bejnietna fl-ghaqda tat-Trinita gaddisa.
Din it-talba, fil-qofol taghha, trid tqis x’ghad irridu naghmlu u x’in-
hu dak li ga ksibna. Id-don ta’ 1-ghaqda 1i Alla gieghed jaghtina, ga
ged jeghleb il-firdiet 1i hemm fostna, htija tad-dnub.

“Bis-sahha tal-Mulej sehh dan:
haga ta’ 1-ghageb f'ghajnejna’” (Salm 117 (118), 23)

Wahda mill-ewwel inizjattivi ta’ talb ghall-ghaqgda bejn l-insara

kienet dik ta’ Fr. Paul Wattson, saterdot Anglikan 1li wara sar sa-
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c¢erdot kattoliku u 1i kien waqqaf is-“Society of the Atonement”: hu
nieda Ottava ta’ talb ghall-Ghagda tal-Knejjes, 1li tibda fit-18 ta’
Jannar, jum il-festa tal-Kattedra, ta’ San Pietru, u tispi¢ca fil-25'ta’
Jannar, jum il-festa tal-konverzjoni ta’ San Pawl. Ghal hafna ghe-
xieren ta’ snin, dan 1-Ottavarju, bl-enfasi tieghu fuq l-ghagda mail-
Knisja ta’ Ruma, kien popolari hafna fost il-kattoli¢i f’hafna parti-
jiet tad-dinja.

Fl-istess zmien nies onra bdew jintebhu li, kif it-talb huwa. l1-qo-
fol tal-hajja nisranija, hekk it-talb ukoll ghandu jkun il-gofol ta’
kull hidma ghall-ghagda tal-insara. FI1-1928, il-“Faith and Order
Movement”’ ghamlet sejha ghall-Gimgha Talb ghall-ghagda tal-in-
" sara ma’ tul l-ottava ta’ Ghid il-Hamsin. F1-1930, patri Paul Coutu-
rier, sacerdot kattoliku minn Lyon fi Franza, nieda Gimgha Talb
mad-dinja kollha ghall-ghagda ta’ l-insara biex isir talb ghall-ghaq-
da kif iridha u meta jridha Kristu. Il-fehma ta’ Patri Couturier kie-
net aktar wiesgha minn dik ta! Fr. Wattson u malajr issiehbu fiha
1-Protestanti, 1-Anglikani u 1-Ortodossi. Mill-1958, i¢-Centru “Unité
Chretienne” ta’ Luons bdiet thejji 1-Ottavarju tat-talb ghall-Ghagda
tal-insara flimkien mal-“Faith and Order Commission” tal-“World
Council of Churches”.

II-Kon¢ilju Vatikan II ta hegga gdida lill-Kattoli¢i biex jitolbu
ghall-ghagda tal-insara. Minn dak iz-zmien ’1 hawn grupp maghmul
mill-“World Coumncil of Churches” u mis-Segretarjat tal-Knisja Kat-
tolika Ha jgib ’il quddiem l-ghaqgda ta’ 1-insara, ged ihejji dik 1li llum
hi maghrufa bhala “Gimgha ta’ Talb ghall-ghagda ta’ 1-Insara”, u 1-
materjal kollu mehtieg ghac-c¢elebrazzjoni taghha. Illum din il-
Gimgha ta’ Talb issir minn eluf u eluf ta’ nsara mad-dinja kollha,
jew f’Jannar jew fi Zzmien Ghid il-Hamsin.

Dan is-sinjal ta’ ghagda dejjem tikber bejn l-insara ghandu
jferrahna u jwassalna biex nifthu galbna bil-fidi ghall-ghagda dej-
jem akbar fi Kristu.

IS-SALIB U L-GHAQDA TA’ L-INSARA

Is-Salib ta’ Kristu, 1i hu 1-gofol tat-talb ghlal-ghagda tal-insara
ta’ din is-sena, huwa wkoll il-qofol tal-hajja tal-kKnejjes insara kol-
lha. Hu l-gofol tax-xandir taghhom, tal-liturgija taghhom, tax-
xhieda taghhom. Lill-insara ta’ Korintu San Pawl galilhom: ‘“Ma
ppretnedejtx li kont naf xi haga fostkom, hlief ’il Kristu Gesu u dan
imsallab” (I Kor 2, 2). U lill-Kolossin kitbilhom li Gest habbeb kol-
lox mieghu “bid-demm tieghu, imxerred fuq is-salib” (Kol 1, 20).

Il-grajja tal-Golgota hi grajja fondamentali ghall-Knisja tal-
Appostli u tal-Martri, ghall-Knisja tul iz-zminijiet kollha. Ghaliex
il-mewt ta’ Kristu hi grajja ta’ tbhatija imma wkoll bidu ta’ hajja u
mhabba ghall-bnedmin kollha u ghad-dinja kollha.

Is-Salib ta’ Kristu hu wkoll paradoss. M’huwiex sinjal tat-tba-
tija 1i tigi mill-egoizmu 1i jifred u jogtol? X’rabta hemm bejn is-Salib
ta’ Kristu u t-thatijiet li gejjin mill-firdiet li hemm fil-Knisja u fid-
dinja? It-tbatijiet ta’ Kristu mhux forsi ged igarrabhom il-Gisem
mistiku tieghu minhabba l-hafna firdiet fih? Izda jekk is-Salib ta’
Kristu hu wkoll sinjal ta’ mhabba u sinjal tal-ghadqda bejn Alla u 1-
bniedem, mhuwiex ukoll sejha ghall-ghagda bejn il-knejjes?
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Mistogsijiet bhal dawn iwassluna biex naghtu widen ghall-
messaggi 1i ghandu ghalina s-Salib tul dawn it-tmint ijiem ta’ talb
ghall-ghaqda tal-insara.

(i) “Alla hekk habb id-dinja li ta ’l ibnu l-wahdienj biex kull
min jemmen fih ma jintilifx imma jkolly 1-hajja ta’ dejjem” (Gw 3,
16). U I-Iben ta’ Alla hekk habb il-Knisja li ssieneb fil-grajja tal-
bniedem u ta lilu nnifsu ghalina billj “tghallem minn dak li bata xi
tfisser 1-ubbidjenza” (Lg 5.8).

(2) 1Is-Salib hu xhieda ta’ din l-imhabba, ghax ma hemmx im-
habbai akbar minn dik ta’ dak li jaghti hajtu ghal hbiebu. Kristu
ta hajtu biex ahna 1lkoll ikollng 1-hajja, u l-hajja bil-kotra (ara Gw
3, 15-17), biex ma nghixux aktar ghalina nfusna (ara 2 Kor 5, 15).

(3) + Permezz tas-Salib ta’ Kristu Allg habbeb il-bnedmin kollha
bejniethom u l-holgien kollu kemm hu mieghu (ara 2 Kor 5, 18-20).
Il-firda bejn Alla u wliedu fid-dinja li gab id-dnub, giet mirbuha
bis-Salib: u I-hajja ta’ mhabba u ta’ hbiberija tal-bnedmin ma’ Alla
setghet timxi 'l quddiem.

(4) TIs-Salib li jhabbibna mal-Missier ghandu l-gawwa li jegred
kull firda u kull mibgheda. Iwassal ghal xirka- bejn il-bnedmin
kollha bil-hidma tal-Ispirtu s-Santu, minkejja dak kollu 1j jaghmil-
hom barranin ghal xulxin (ara Ef 2, 14-18).

(5) Din ix-xirka fl-Ispirtu s-Santu tidher fil-fatt fil-Gisem
wiehed li hu 1-Knisja (ara I Kor 12, 12-13). Fl-Ispirtu-ahna nissieh-
bu fil-misteru tal-mewt u l-gqawmien ghall-hajja tal-Mulej, ghax
ghandna lkoll maghmudija wahda (ara Rum 6, 3-11). Dan l-istess
misteru, li ni¢celebraw fl-Ewkaristija, jahji 1-Knisja bil-ghana ta’ 1-
ghaqgda moghtija minn Gesu (ara Kor 10, 17) u tgawwi f’kull ko-
munita x-xewqga ta’ 1-ghagda.

(6) Izda fil-Knisja wahda ta’ Kristu llum hemm hafna firdiet;
ma nistghux nitkellmu bis-serjeta fuq din l-ghagda u nitolbu gha-
liha minn galbna jekk m’ahniex imnikktin minhapba dawn il-firdiet.
L-imhabba .taghna ghal Kristu u_ ghall-Knisja tieghu ggieghelna
nissiehbu ma’ Kristu fit-tbatijiet tieghu, ma’ Kristu 1li, awl il-lejl
gabel ma miet, ra d-dixxipli tieghu mxerrdin, u talab Illl-Missier
ghall-ghagda bejniethom.

(7) Imma aktar u aktar igarrbu 1-qalb ta’ l-insara 1li jistgarru
s-Salib ta’ Kristu, u jinfluwenzaw il-hsibijiet u l-imgiba taghhom,
l-antogonizmi kollha li sehhu tul il-grajja kollha tad-dinja u ghad-
hom hemm sal-lum: gwerer, guh, konflitti so¢jali, diskriminazzjoni,
gaghad, piki ta’ ideologiji, fanatizmu. Is-Salib ta’ Kristu ma jhal-
liniex ma naghmlu xXejn f’gaghda bhal din. Is-Salib igawwina biex
inhabkirku ghar-rikonciljazzjoni u ghall-hajja, billi ngorru fina 1-
misteru tal-Passjoni ta’ Kristu li taghtina 1-hajja (ara 2 Kor 4, 7-22).

(8) Kristu mgholli fuqg is-Salib, bis-Salib jigbed ‘il kulhadd
lejh,-u “jigbor gemgha wahda l-ulied ta’ Alla li kienu mxerrdin”
(Gw 11, 62). L-ghaqda 1i tidher tal-Knisja hi xhieda quddiem id-din-
ja. tar-realta ta’ l-imhabba tal-Missier u 1-Iben. L-ghaada trid tkun
sinjal li ma jmerin hadd, 1i jgieghel lid-dinja temmen 1i Kristu kien
mibghut minn Alla (ara Gw 17, 21-26).

Il-fatt 1li llum deghdin nitolbu flimkien hu sinjal li jidher tal-
ghagda bejnietna, imma mhux bizzejjed.' Ix-xewga ghall-ghagda
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shiha timbuttana biex infejqu 1-gerhat li hemm fi hdan il-komuni-
tajiet taghna, biex inhabirku ghar-rikonc¢iljazzjoni bejn il-knejjes.
It-talba taghna trid tkun li xi darba nkunu nistghu nagsmu bejniet-
na l-istess hobZa u nixorbu mill-istess kal¢i (id-don tal-misteru tas-
Salib) u naghtu xhieda ta’ tama u ta’ mhabba lid-dinja fost it-tigrib
kollu taghha. '

b

CELEBRAZZJONI TA’ L-OTTAVARJU *

Fil-knejjes kollha, kuljum, fil-hin l-aktar adatt ghan-nies, tit-
gaddes wahda mill-Quddisiet ghall-ghagda tal-insara . mis-Sagra-
mentarju Malti pag. 892, bil-qari mil-Lezzjonarju tal-Qaddisin (jin-
ghazel il-gari l-aktar adattat) pag. 519. It-Talba tal-fidili tista’ tkun
dik li hemm fil-Lezzjonarju tal-Qaddisin p. 783, jew wahda minn
dawk proposti hawn ghal waqt i¢-celebrazzjoni ewkaristika.

Fejn Issir ¢elebrazzjoni ewkaristika, din ghandha ssir kif hu
mfisser hawn tanht, bil-qgari 1i hemm indikat ghal kull gurnata.

i tal-bidu v.g. “Gbartna flimkien, Mulejja” jew innu iehor adatt.

' id flimKien):
na fuq kollox hlagt il-bniedem xbieha
hek u bghattna fid-dinja. Mulej int
1. Tridna nkunu haga wahda kif int haga
ahdieni tieghek, Alla Sidna u s-Salvatur tagh-

I=w

Mulej, fil-hmiena tieghek bieghed minna. kull ma: jifridna u
aghmilna qalb wahda fix-xirka tal-Ispirtu tieghek. Hejjina biex
naghtu 1-paci 1 xulxin ghax ahna: sirna gisem wiehed u ruh wahda
u gejna msejhin ghal tama wahda f’Gesu Kristu Sidna.

Bih, mieghu u fih, jinghata lilek Alla Missier 1j tista’ kollox, fl-
Ispirtu s-Santu, il-Mulej 1li jaghti 1-hajja, kull gien u glorja ghal
dejjem ta’ dejjem. Amen.

Qari (skond il-gurnata 1i jmiss, kif imfisser aktar ’il quddiem)
Omilija jew hsieb qasir marbut mal-gari 1i jkun sar.
Ftit mumenti ta’ talb fis-skiet.
Talba tal-fidili.

A. Infahhru lil Alla 1-Missier u nroddulu hajr ghad-don tal-
ghaqda, billi nghidu flimkien: “Glorja lilek, ghal dejjem, Mulej”.

Imbierek int, Mulej Alla Missier 1i tista’ kollox. Bid-demm ghaziz ta’
Ibnek u bil-gawmien tieghu mill-imwiet int habbibt kollox mieghek:
igbor f’ghagda wahda bejniethom ’1 uliedek kollha li jinsabu mxer-

Glorja lilek ghal dejjem, Mulej :
Bl-Ispirtu gaddis tieghek li ssawwab fina y bil-Maghmudija 1i biha
twelidna mill-gdid, int taghmel gisem wiehed 1il dawk kollha li jem-
mnu u titmaghhom bil-hobza wahda tal-hajja.

Glorja lilek ghal dejjem, Mulej
Inroddu hajr, Missier Alla ghax l-insara kollha ged ihabirku ghall-
ghaqda bejniethom; inroddulek hajr ghal dawk kollha li qged ibatu,
Jitolbu u jithabtu ghal din il-ghagda.

Glorja lilek ghal dejjem, Mulej
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Inroddulek hajr, Mulej ghal dan il-jum u ghal din is-siegha li fiha
gbartna flmkien biex infahhruk, nindmu minn htijietna u nistennew .
bit-tama l-waqgt meta ssehh tassew l-ghaqda shiha tal-insara.
Glorja lilek ghal dejjem, Mulej

jew

B. Quddiem Sidna Gesu Kristu nuru issa s-soghbg taghna ghan-
nuggas ta’ ghagda bejn l-insara u nistgarru n-nuggasijiet taghna,
ahna u nitolbu hniena lill-Mulej billi nghidulu: Henn ghalina, Mulej.

Mulej, ahna nicééekknu quddiemek ghax gibna l-firda fejn int ridt
l-ghagda.
Henn ghalina, Mulej.

Kemm-il darba meta tajna xhieda ghall-verita konna iebsin u magh-
lugin fina nfusna.
Henn ghalina, Mulej.

Konna aktar hsiebna fit-tibna 1li hemm f ghajn il-proxxmu taghna,
milli fit-travu li ghandna f’ghajnejna.
Henn ghalina, Mulej.

Ma tajniex kaz ta’ hutna. kemm-il darba magdarnihom, u ridna
neghilbuhom.
Henn ghalina, Mulej.

Fridna x-xirka ta’ wliedek billi tellajna hitan bejn nazzjon u ohra,
razza u ohra, klassi u ohra.
Henn ghalma Mulej.

MR GEINT S gy e q
Bil-firdiet taghna konna ta’ tfixkil ghax-xhieda tal-imhabba u
ghax-xandir tal-Evangelju fid-dinja.
Henn ghalina, Mulej.

jew

C. Nitolbu issa 1-Ispirtu s-Santu biex jilga’ t-talba li geghdin
naghmlu ghall-ghaqgda tal-insara, billi nghidu flimkien: Ghaqqadna
flimkien fil-verita u l-imhabba.

Mulej, thalliniex inqisu 1-firdiet 1i hemm fostna bhala haga tal-hajja
taghna ta’ kuljum, imma ghinna narawhom tfixkil kbir fil-hajja
taghna fid-dinja, u nuggas kbir kKontra tieghek.

Ghaggadna flimkien fil-verita u l-imhabba.

Thalliniex inkunu mohhng maghlugq u mimlijin pregudizzji u
stmerrija ghall-ohrajn, imma ghallimna nagharfu d-doni tieghek f’
dawk kolhla li jersgu lejk b’galb sinciera.

Gnaqqadna flimkien fil-verita u l-imhabba.

Sahhah ir-rabta taghna mal-Kelma tieghek u thalliniex nitgarrqu
mill-holm taghna u nfittxu trigat li mhumiex tieghek.

Ghaqgqadna flimkien fil-verita u l-imhabba.
Eghluq ;

Bil-qawwa tieghek, Mulej, ighor ’l uliedek 1li huma mxerrdin,
zommna, taht is-setgha ta’ Ibnek biex isehh il-pjan tieghek li d-dinja
kollha taghraf lilek, Alla wiehed veru, u lil dak 1i baghat Ibnek Gesu
Kristu Sidna. P,Z. Amen.

Ftit waqtiet ta’ skiet

100



Talba ghall-ghaqda

Nitolbu lill-Mulej Gesu jiftakar fina, ahna u ntennu l-kliem 1i an.Iu
I-halliel it-tajjeb fuq is-salib: Ftakar fina, Mulej, meta tidhol fis-
saltna tieghek.

Henjin il-fqgar fl-ispirtu ghax taghhom hi s-saltna tas-smewwiet.
Ftakar fina, Mulej......
Henjin l-imnikkta ghax huma jkunu mfarrga.
Ftakar fina, Mulej......
Henjin ta’ galbhom helwa, ghax huma jkollhom b’wirthom, 1-art.
Ftakar fina, Mulej......
Henjin dawk li huma bil-guh u l-ghatx tal-gustizzja, ghax huma
jkunu mxebbghin.
Ftakar fina, Mulej......
Henjin dawk li jhennu ghax huma jsibu hniena.
Ftakar fina, Mulej......
Henjin dawk 1i huma safja f’qalbhom ghax huma jaraw 'l Alla.
Ftakar fina, Mulej......
Henjin dawk li jgibu l-paci ghax huma jissejhu wlied Alla.
Ftakar fina, Mulej......
Henjin dawk li huma ippersegwitati minhabba s-sewwa ghax tagh-
hom hi s-saltna tas-smewwiet.
Ftakar fina, Mulej...... :
Henjin intom meta jghajrukom u jippersegwitawkom u jagilghu kull
xorta; ta’ hazen u gideb kontra taghkom minhabba fija.
Ftakar fina, Mulej......
Ifirhu u thennew ghax hlaskom kbir fis-smewwiet.
Ftakar fina, Mulej......
Glorja lill-Missier, u lill-Tben u lill-Ispirtu s-Santu.
Kif kien fil-bidu, issa u dejjem u ghal dejjem ta’ dejjem. Amen.
Innu: F’dal-misteru.
Barka.

\

QARI GHAL KULL GURNATA TA’ L-OTTAVARJU

L-EWWEL JUM Kristu jmut fuq is-Salib

Kristu jmut fug is-Salib (Mk 15, 21-30) bhall-Qaddej imgarrab
ta’ Jahweh (Is 53, 2-7) biex hekk ikun jissieheb maghna batt ta’
ubbidjenza ghar-rieda tal-Missier (Lg 5, 7-9).

Qari mill-Ktieb tal-Profeta Isaija 53.2-7
Bhal xitla kiber quddiemna, u bhal gherq minn art niexfa. Ebda
sura, ma kellu u ebda gmiel biex inharsu lejh jew xi sura biex jit-
ghaxxqu bih, Kien imZeblah u mwarrab mill-bnedmin, bniedem 1i
bata u kien jaf x’inhu l-mard, bhal wiehed li n-nies jahbu wi¢¢chom
minnu, bniedem imzZeblah li ahna xejn ma gisnieh, Izda hu refa’
fuqu 1-mard taghna, tghabba bin-niket taghna. Ahna hsibnieh bhal
wiehed ikkastigat, milqut minn Alla u migjub fix-xejn. Izda hu kien
migrub minhabba fi dnubietna, mishuq minhabba fi hzunitna. Ghas-
sahha taghna waga’ l-kastig fugqu u bis-swat tieghu sibna 1-fejgan
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taghna. Ahna lkoll bhal nghag mitlufa, kull wiehed minna gabad

trig ghal rasu. U 1-Mulej xehet fuqu 1-hazen kollu taghna. Hagruh

u hu gaghad ghalihom bla ma fetah fommu; bhal haruf mehud ghall-

datla u bhal naghga mbikkma f’id min igizzha, ma fetahx fommu.
Il-Kelma tal-Mulej.

Qari mill-Tttra lil-Lhud 6.7-9
Meta kien ighix fuq din 1-art, Kristu offra talb u suppliki b’lehen

gholi u bid-dmugh lil dak li seta’ jsalvah mill-mewt. U kien mismugh

minhabba 1-gima tieghu lejn Alla. Ghad li kien Iben, tghallem minn

dak li bata xi tfisser l-ubbidjenza. U billi lahaq il-perfezzjoni sar

awtur tas-salvazzjoni ta’ dejjem ghal kull min jemmen fih,
I1-Kelma tal-Mulej.

"k Qari mill-Evangelju ta’ San Mark " 1521-30

F’dak iz-zmien: Kien GhaddeJ wiehed, Xmun minn ”nﬂne m: 5=
sier Xandru u Rufu, gej lura mir-raba, u gaghluh wrl ghlu s
U wassluh f'post jismu Golgota, 1i jfisser post il-Gc
jixrob inbid imhallat bil-mirra, imma ma riedx jie
baghad sallbuh, u gassmu hwejgu bejniethom billi 1
xorti halli kull wiehed jiehu 1li jmissu. Kienu d-dis filghody
xX’hin sallbuh. Il-kitba 1li kienet turi 1-htija tal-kund :wna 'le ni
kienet tghid hekk: “Is-sultan tal-Lhud”. Mieghu ssallbu Wwkoll Zewg
hallelin, wiehed il-lemin u l-iehor fuq ix-xellug. Dawk li kienu ghad-
dejjin bdew ighajruh, i¢agilqu rashom u jghidu: “Ghajb ghalik, int
1i thott it-tempju u tfittex terga’ tibnih fi tlitt ijiem! Inzel minn
hemm fuq u salva lilek innifsek!

I1-Kelma tal-Mulej.

IT-TIENI JUM Is-Salib juri l-imhabba ta’ Kristu ghad-dinja.

Alla, wera mhabbtu meta ta’ ’1 ibnu l-wahdieni ghal din id-dinja
tad-dnub (Rum 5, 6-11 u Gw 3, 14-17). L-imhabba ta’ Alla — bhall-
imhabba ta’ l-omm li ma, tinsa gatt ’il binha (Is. 49, 14-16) — thiddel
f’eghmil ta’ salvazzjoni dak li jista’ jeqred @ il-hajja tal-bniedem
bhalma gara meta Mose’ gholla s-serp fid-dezert. \

Qari mill-Ktieb tan-Numri ; 21, 4-9

F’dak iz-zmien: X’hin refghu l-kamp u telqu mill-muntanja. Hor,
I-Israelin gabdu t-trig tal-Bahar tal-Qasab biex jehduha bid-dawra
ma’ Edom. Imma l-poplu tilef sabru b’dan it-tul kollu, u beda jgem-
gem ghal Alla u ghal Mose’ u jghid: “Ghaliex tellajtuna mill-Egittu
biex immutu fid-dezert? La hobz u lanqgas ilma ma hawn u dan l-ikel
hafif xbajna minnu.” Ghalhekk il-Mulej baghat hafng sriep jaharqu
galb in-nies u bdew jigdmuhom hekk li mietu hafna minn Israel. U
gie l-poplu ghand Mose’ u gallu: “Dnibna, ghax ghidna kontra 1-
Mulej u kontrik; itlob ghalina quddiemu halli jehlisna minn dawn
is-sriep. Mose’ talab ghall-poplu u 1-Mulej gallu: “Aghmel serp jah-
rag u gieghdu fuq arblu: kull min ikun migdum u jhares lejh ifig.”
Mela Mose’ ghamel serp tal-bronz, gieghdu fug arblu, u meta xi hadd
kien jisfa’ mlgdum mis-serp, kien ihares lejn is-serp tal-bronz u
jfieq.

Il-Kelma tal-Mulej.
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Jew

Qari mill-Ktieb tal- Profeta Isaija 49, 14-16
Dan ighid il-Mulej: Sijon kienet tghid: “Hallieni 1-Mulej! u
“Sidi nsieni”. Tista’ mara tinsa’ t-tarbija taghha u ma thennx ghal
bin hdanha? Ukoll jekk din tinsa, imma jien ma ninsiekx, Ara naq-
gaxtek fuq il-keffa ta’ jdejja: hitanek dejjem quddiemi. Il-bennejja
tieghek gejjin imghagglin; jitbieghed minnek min garrfek u hab-
btek. ;
I1- Kelma, tal-Mulej.

R o N R S
5 Ve e SRS 53 R 74

e S R S TR,
Qam mlll Ittra ta San Pawl Appostlu lir- Rumanl 56 11

Huti: meta ahna konna bla sahha, Kristu miett ghal dawk 1i
kienu bla Alla. Bilkemm wiehed imut ghal wiehed gust: ghad I
wiehed ghandu mnejn jaghmel il-galb u jmut ghal wiehed generuz.
Izda Alla wrieni l-imhabba tieghu meta Kristu miet ghalina, ahna
li konna ghadna midinbin. Kemm aktar u aktar issa li ahna iggus-
tifikati b’demmu, insalvaw permezz tieghu mill-korla ta’ Alla! Jekk
meta konna ghadna eghdewwa ta’ Alla thabbibna mieghu bis-sahha
tal-mewt ta’ Ibnu, kemm aktar issa, 1i ahna hbieb mieghu, insalvaw
permezz tal-hajja tieghu? Mhux hekk biss, imma niftahru wkoll f’
Alla b’Sidna; Gesu Kristu li permezz tieghu ksibna din il-hbiberija.

- I1-Kelma tal-Mulej.

v Qari mill-Evangelju ta’ San Gwann 3, 14-17

F'dak iz-zmien: Gesu gal lil Nikodemu: Kif Mose’ refa’ s-serp
fid-dezert, hekk jehtieg ikun merfugh Bin il-bniedem, biex kull min
jemmen fih ikollu 1-hajja ta’ dejjem. Ghax Alla ma baghatx lil Ibnu
fid-dinja biex jaghmel hagq mid-dinja, imma biex id-dinja .ssalva
permezz tieghu.

II-Kelma tal-Mulej.

IT-TIELET JUM Is-Salib ihabbibna ma’ Alla

r Tkla mad-dixxipli, Kristu ghaqgadhom mieghu billi

helishom I-egoizmu taghhom (Lq 22, 14-17), ghamilhom ministri
tar-rikonciljazzioni (2 Kor 5, 14-21) u hekk gie mwarrab id-dnub,
1i minnu tigi kull firda (Lev. 16, 20-22).

Qari mill-Kitieb tal-Levitiku 16, 20-22

dawlk il-jiem, il-Mulej qal 1il Mose’: Malli Aron itemm l-espiz-
s-santwarju u t-Tinda tal-laggha u l-altar, iressaq bodbod
haj. U jgieghed Aron idejh it-tnejn fuq ras il-bodbod haj u jistgarr:
fuqu 1-hazen kollu ta’ wlied Israel, id-dnubiet kollha taghhom u I-
htijiet kollha taghhom u jghaddihom ghal fuq ras il-bodbod u jitilqu
ghad-dezert permezz ta’ ragel maghzul apposta. U  1-bodbod igorr
fugu 1-hazen kollu f’art imwarrba u r-ragel jitlag il-bodbod fid-de-
zert.

I1-Kelma tal-Mulej.

zjoni gha

Qari mit-Tieni Ittra ta’ San Pawl Appostlu lill-Korintin 5, 14-21
. Huti: L-imhabba ta’ Kristu ggieghelna nahsbu dan: li wiehed
miet ghal kulhadd, u miet ghal kulhadd biex'dawk 1li jghixu, ma
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jghixux ghalihom infushom immg ghal dak 1li miet u rxoxta gha-
lihom. Ghalhekk ahna ma nagharfu lil hadd skond il-gisem.Jekk
gharafna lil Kristu skond il-gisem, issa ma nagharfuhx aktar hekk.
Meta wiehed jinghagad ma’ Kristu jsir holaien gdid; il-gadim ghad-
da u dahal il-gdid. Kollox gej minn Alla 1i habbibnag mieghu nnifsu
permezz ta’ Kristu u tana l-ministeru ta’ din il-hbiberija tal-bned-
min ma’ Alla. Alla kien li habbeb il-holgien mieghu nnifsu permezz
ta’ Kristu, bla ma gaghad izomm il-kont ta’ dnubiethom u fdalna
l-ministeru ta’ din il-hbiberija. Ahna ambaxxaturi ta’ Kristu bhalli- -
kieku Alla stess gieghed isejhilkom permezz tieghu. Nitlobkom f’isem
Kristu, aghmlu hbieb ma’ Alla. Dak li ma kienx jaf X’inhu dnub,
Alla ghamlu dnub ghalina sabiex ahna. nsiry fih gustizzja ghal Alla.
Il-Kelma tal-Mulej.

vk Qari mill-Evangelju ta’ San Luga : - 22, 14-27
F’dak iz-zmien: Gesu, meta sar il-hin, gaghad fuq il-mejda ma’
1-Appostli. U galilhom: “Kelli xewga kbira 1i naghmel din 1-ikla tal-
Ghid maghkom gabel ma nbati! Ghaliex nghidilkom, din 1-ikla mi-
niex se naghmilha izjed sa ma tkun sehhet ghal kollox fis-Satna ta’
Alla.” U qabad il-kal¢i, radd il-hajr u qal: “Hudu dan il-kal¢i u ag-
smuh bejnietkom. Ghaliex nghidilkom, minn issa ’l quddiem ma nix-
robx izjed mill-frott tad-dielja sa ma tigi s-saltna ta’ Alla.” Im-
bahad ha l-hobz, radd.il-hajr, qasmu, newwilhulhom u gal: “Dan
hu gismi li jinghata ghalikom: aghmlu dan b’tifkira tieghi.” Hekk
ukoll wara 1-ikla, ha l-kalé¢i u gal: “Dan il-kal¢i huwa l-patt gdid
b’demmi, id-demm 1li jixxerred ghalikom. Imma, araw, id dak li se
jittradini qieghda mieghi fuq il-mejda. Ghax tassew li Bin il-bniedem
imur, kif hemm maqtugh, imma hazin ghalih dak il-bniedem 1i jit-
tradih!” Huma ghalhekk bdew jistagsu lil xulxin min minnhom kien
se jaghmel dan. Ingalghet ukoll kwistjoni bejniethom dwar min
minnhom kellu jinzamm bhala 1-akbar wiehed. Imma hu galilhom:
“Fost il-pagani s-slaten jahkmu fuq in-nies, u dawk li jhaddmu s-
setgha fughom isejhulhom benefatturi. Intom mhux hekk, imma
l-akbar fostkom ghandu jgib ruhu ta’ l-izghar wiehed u min hu fuqg
lI-ohrajn igib ruhu ta’ gaddej. Ghax min hu l-akbar, dak 1i jkun fugq
il-mejda, jew dak 1i jkun gieghed jaadi? Mhux dak li jkun fuq il-
mejda? Imma jien gieghed fostkom naghmilha ta’ qaddej.”
II-Kelma tal-Mulej.

IR-RABA’ JUM Is-salib jeghleb kull firda

Ezekjel (17, 15-24) ihabbar 1-ghagda tal-poplu ta’ Alla, ghaqda 1i
sehthet permezz tas-Salib ta’ Kristu (Ef 2, 12-16). Kristu joqghod
fuq il-mejda ma’ kull xorta ta’ nies u hekk jeghleb kull haga. li tista’
tifred (Mk 2, 13-17).

Qari mill-Ktieb tal-Profeta Ezekjel } 37.15-24
F’dak iz-zmien il-Mulej kellimni u qalli: “Bin Adam, hu bic¢céa
hatar u ikteb fugha: “Ghal Guda u ghal ulied Israel li hemm mie-
ghu”. Imbaghad hu bi¢ca ohra u ikteb fugha: “Ghal Guzeppi, il-
hatar ta’ Efrajm u ghad-dar kollha ta’ Israel li hemm mieghu”. Im-
baghad ressaghom lejn xulxin f’hatar wiehed, biex jinghagdu haga
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wahda f’idejk. U meta wlied il-poplu tieghek ikellmuk u jghidulek:
“Ma tfissrilniex xi trid tghid b’dan?” ghidilhom: “Dan ighid il-Mulej
Sidi: Araw, se niehu l-hatar ta’ Guzeppi, 1i hemm f’id Efrajm, u t-
tribu ta’ Israel li hemm mieghu, ingieghed mieghu l-hatar ta’ Guda
u naghmilhom hatar wiehed, biex isiru haga wahda f’idi.” U jkunu
z-zewg bicciet hatar, li tikteb fughom, f’idek quddiem ghajnejhom.
U tghidilhom: “Araw, se niehu lil ulied Israel minn fost il-gnus fejn
marry, nigmaghhom minn kull naha u ngibhom f’arthom. U nagh-
milhom gens wiehed fil-pajjiz, fuq il-muntanji ta’ Israel; sultan
wiehed ikun is-sultan taghhom ilkoll. Ma jkunux izjed zewgt ignus,
ma ]1bqghux izjed maqsuma f’zewg saltmet U ma ]ntmggsux aktar

m111 firdiet taghhom kollha minni 1i bihom dinbu, u nsafflhom u

huma jkunu l-poplu tieghi u jien ikun Alla taghhom. David, il-gad-

dej tieghi, ikun sultan fudhom, u jkollhom raghaj wiehed, u jimxu

fil-precetti tieghu u 1-ligijiet tieghi jaghmluhom u jharsuhom.
II-Kelma tal-Mulej.

Qari mill-Tttra ta’ San Pawl Appostlu lill-Efesin 2.12-16

FHuti: Ftakru li kontu minghajr Messija, kontu barra micé-¢it-
tadinanza ta’ Israel, barranin ghall-patt tal-weghda; kontu bla
tama u bla Alla fid-dinja. Imma, issa fi Kristu Gesu intom, 1i darba
kontu ’1 boghod, issa tgarribtu bis-sahha tad-demm ta’ Kristu.
Kristu hu s-sliem taghna, hu li minna t-tnejn ghamel poplu wiehed
billi garraf il-hajt 1i kien jifridna — il-mibgheda ta’ bejnietna — u
hassar bis-sagrificéju ta’ gismu 1-Ligi bil-precetti u 1-kmandamenti
taghha. Mit-tnejn, Lhud u pagani, ried b’hekk johlog fih innifsu .
bniedem wiehed, il-bniedem gdid, billi jaghmilhom paci t-tnejn bejn-
iethom u jhabbibhom it-tnejn ma’ Alla f'gisem wiehed permezz tas-
salib 1i bih gered il-mibgheda ta’ bejniethom.

II-Kelma tal-Mulej.

< -Qari mill-Evangelju ta’ San Mark 2.13-17

I’dak iz-zmien: Gesu hareg lejn xatt il-banar, u n-nies kollha
resqu lejh u hu gaghad ighallimhom. Hu u ghaddej lemah lil Levi
ta’ Alfew bilgiehda quddiem il-mejda tat-taxxi. “Ejja. warajja” qgallu.
Dak gam u mar warajh. U gara li kif kien fuq il-mejda fid-dar tie-
ghu, hafna pubblikani u midinbin gaghdu madwar il-mejda ma’
Gesu u d-dixxipli tieghu, ghax kien hemm hafna 1i bdew imorru
warajh. Il-kittieba tal-Farizej kif rawh jiekol mal-midinbin u mal-
pubblikani galu lid-dixxipli tieghu: “Dan ghaliex jiekol mal-pubbli-
kani u mal-midinbin?” Gestu semaghhom u galilhom: ‘“It-tabib ma
jehtiguhx dawk li huma b’sahhithom, izda l-morda. Mhux il-gusti
gejt insejjan, izda 1-midinbin.”

I1-Kelma tal-Mulej.

IL-HAMES JUM Is-salib jigborna fgisem wiehed

Bil-maghmudija nissiehbu fil-misteru tal-mewt u Il-gawmien
ta’ Kristu (Rum 6, 3-11). Huwa miet biex jigbor 1-ulied ta’ Alla li
kienu mxerrdin (GW 11, 47-52), u hekk sehhu s-sliem u 1- ghaqda 11
habbar il-profeta EzekJel (34, 11-16). ;
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Qari mill-Ktiep tal-Profeta Ezekjel 34,11-16

Dan ighid Sidi 1-Mulej: Ara, hawn jien, ha nfittex in-nghag
tieghi u niehu hsiebhom. Bhalma r-raghaj jahseb fil-merhla tieghu
meta jsib ruhu f'nofs in-nghag imxerrda, hekk nahseb jien fin-nghag
tieghi u nsalvahom minn kull fejn xterdu fi zmien is-shab u s-swied
ta’ l-ajru. Nohroghom minn galb il-popli, nighorhom mill-artijiet
u ngibhom lejn arthom. U nirghahom fuq il-muntanji ta’ Israel, fil-
widien u 1-meddiet kollha ta’ 1-art. Ghad nirghahom f’merghat bnina
u fuq l-igbla ta’ Israel tkun il-mergha taghhom. Hemm jinxtehtu
f’mergha bnina, u jimirhu f’art tajba fuq il-muntanji ta’ Israel.
Jiena stess*nirgha n-nghag tieghi, u jiena nmiddhom — din kelma
tal-Mulej. Jiena nfittex il-mitlufin, u nregga’ lura l-imxerrdin, nin-
faxxa 1-griehi tal-migruhin u ngawwi l-morda. Inhares is-smien u 1-
dawwijin, u nirghahom bil-gustizzja.

I1-Kelma tal-Mulej.

Qari mill-Ittra ta’ San Pawl Appostlu lir-Rumani 6.3.11

Futi: Jekk ahna sirna haga wahda ma’ Kristu b’mewt tixbah 1il
tieghu, hekk ninghaqgdu mieghu fil-gawmien tieghu mill-mewt. Dan
nafu li 1-bniedem il-gadim taghna ssallab mieghu, biex jingered dan
il-gisem tad-dnub, sabiex ma nkunux aktar ilsiera tad-dnub. Min
imut, jehles mid-dnub. Jekk ahna mitna ma’ Kristu, nemmnu wkoll
li ghad nghixu ma’ Kristu. Nafu li Kristu gam mill-imwiet u ma
jmutx aktar; il-mewt m’ghadhiex, tahkem fuqu. Hu 1li miet, miet
darba ghal dejjem ghad-dnub; u issa li gieghed ighix, gieghed ighix
ghal Alla. Hekk ukoll intom, ghandkom tqgisu lilkom infuskom mejtin
ghad-dnub, izda hajja ghal Alla fi Kristu Gesu.

Il-Kelma tal-Mulej.

v+ Qari mill-Evangelju ta’ San Gwann 11, 47-52
F’dak iz-zmien: il-qgassisin 'il-kbar u 1-Farizej lagaghu lis-San-
hedrin u 1I-Kunsill taghhom, u qalu: “X’sejrin nagh ? hax dan
il-bniedem qieghed jaghmel hafna sinjali. J nhalls
kulhadd jemmen fih u jigu r-Rumani u je ul
u kemm il-gens taghna”, Imma wiehed minnho
gassis il-kbir dik is-sena, galilhom: “Intc
intom tqisu 1li jagblilkom jekk imut bni
mhux jingered il-gens kollu.” Dan ma galux minn mol izda billi
dik is=sena kien il-gassis il-kbir, huwa kien 1mnebba.n u 1‘ct~ual 11
Gesu kellu jmut ghall-gens tleghu u mhux ghall-gens tieghu biss,
imma wkoll biex jigbor gemgha wahda 1-ulied ta’ Alla 1i kienu
mxerrdin. .
Il-Kelma tal-Mulej.

L

viene ]
1 WICIICO S511aii= DO u
1

IS-SITT JUM Gesu jistedinna nissienbu fis-salib tieghu u nahdmu
' ghar-Rikonciljazzjoni
Ahna msejhin biex nerfghu salibna y mmorru wara Gest (Mk
8, 31-38). In-nuqqas ta’ hila taghna u t-tbatijiet taghna huma mezz
blex nissiehbu fis-salib ta’ Kristu (2 Kor 4, 7-11). Ahna bhal Ab-
raham u bhal Isakk li ssograw jitilfu kollox basta jsibu l-hajja tas-
sew (Gen. 22, 1-19).
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Qari mill-Ktieb tal-Genesi 22, 1-19

F’dak iz-zmien: Alla ried igarrab lil Abraham u gqallu: “Abra-
ham!” Wiegbu: “Hawn jien.” U qallu Alla: “Agbad lil ibnek il-wah-
~ dieni li thobb, lil Izakk, u erhilha lejn l-art ta’ Morija, u offrih

hemm sagrific¢ju fug wahda mill-muntanji li nurik.” Filghody kmie-
ni‘Abraham ramal hmar tie@hu u ha Zewg gaddejja. rmileghu u 1

posm 11 qallu b1h Alla Klen 1t—t1elet jum meta Abraham refa’ ghaj-
nejh u ra l-post mill-boghod. U Abraham gal lill-qaddejja tieghu:
“Ogoghdu hawn bil-hmar wagt li jiena u z-zaghzugh immorru sa
hemm biex naduraw u nergghu lura lejkom H 8 Abraham qabad il-
S- s1kkma u telgu t—tne;;n flimkien. Izakk gal 111 Abraham missieru:
“Missier”. Wiegbu Abraham: “Hawn jien, ibni”. Qallu Izakk: “Hawn
in-nar u l-hatab, imma fejn hi n-naghga ghas-sagrific¢cju?”’ Qal
Abraham: ‘“Alla jiehu hsieb hu tan-naghga ghas-sagrificeju, ibni,”
U bagghu sejrin flimkien. U waslu fil-post fejn qallu Alla, u hemm
Abraham bena altar u gieghed il-hatab fuqu. Rabat lil Izakk, ibnu,
u gieghdu fuq l-altar, fuq il-natab. U Abraham medd idu u gabad
is-sikkina, biex joqtol lil ibnu. Izda ghajjatiu l-anglu tal-Mulej mis-
sema u gallu: “Abraham! Abraham!” Wiegeb: “Hawn jien.” U gallu
l-anglu: “La tmiddx idek fuq iz-zaghzugh, u ara li ma taghmlu xejn
ghax issa rajt li ghandek il-biza’ ta’Allg u ma chadtlix 1lil ibnek, il-
wahdieni tieghek.” U Abraham refa’ ghajnejh ihares, u ra muntun
warajh, marbut minn qrunu fil-frieghi. U mar Abraham u gabad il-
muntun u offrih sagrifi¢¢ju flok ibnu. Abraham semma’ dan il-post
‘TI-Mulej jipprovdi’; ghalhekk illum ighidu: “Fuq il-muntanja tal-
Mulej hemm il-rovvidenza”. U ghajjat 1-anglu tal-Mulej lil Abraham
ghat-tieni darba mis-sema u gallu: “Nahlef fug ruhi — din kelma
tal-Mulej — 1i la darba int ghamilt din il-haga u ma bzajtx ghal ib-
nek, il-wahdieni tieghek,jiena nbierkek u nkattarlek nislek bhal
kwiekeb tas-sema u bhar-ramel ta’ xatt il-bahar, u nislek jiret bwieb
l-eghdewwa tieghu. U bis-sahha ta’ nislek jitbierku l-gnus kollha ta’
l-art, talli smajt minni.”
IlI-Kelma tal-Mulej.

Qari mit-Tieni Ittra ta’ San Pawl Appostlu lill-Korintin 4, 7-11

Huti: Dan it-tezor gieghed ghandna f’garar tal-fuhhar biex
hekk jidher sewwa li 1-kobor ta’ din il-gawwa gej minn Alla u mhux
minna. Ahna minn kullimkien ninsaby maghfusin, izda m’ahniex
mghattnin; imhassbin, imma ma ghandniex galbna maqtugha; ip-
persegwitati, izda m’ahniex abbandunati; mixhutin ma’ 1-art, izda
m’ahniex meqgrudin. F'gisimna ngorru l-mewt ta’ Gesl, biex f’'gisim-
na wkoll tidher il-hajja ta’ Gesu. Ghax ahna, ghad 1li geghdin nghi-
xu, ninsabu dejjem moghtija ghall-mewt minhabba f’Gesu biex il-
hajja ta’ Gesu wkoll tkun tidher fil- g1sem taghna li jmut.

II-Kelma tal-Mulej.
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vk Qari mill-Evangelju ta’ San Mark 8, 31-39

F’dak iz-zmien: Gesu beda jghallimhom fuq li kien mehtieg 1i
Bin il-bniedem ibati hafna, ikun michud mill-anzjani u mill-gassisin
il-kbar u mill-kittieba, jogtluh, u wara tlitt ijiem jerga’ jgum. Fuq
dan kellimhom ¢ar. Pietru gibdu lejh u beda jlumu. Izda hu dar iha-
res lejn id-dixxipli tieghu, u ¢anfar lil Pietru u qallu: “Itlag minn
quddiemi ja xitan, ghax m’intix tahseb fil-hwejjeg ta’ Alla, imma
f’dawk tal-bnedmin”,
' Sejjah lejn in-nies flimkien mad-dixxipli tieghu, u galilhom:
“Jekk xi hadd irid jigi wara]Ja ghandu jichad lilu nnifsu, jerfa’ sa-
libu u jimxi warajja. Ghax min irid isalva hajtu, jitlifha; imma min
jitlef hajtu ghall-imhabba tieghi u tal-Bxara t-tajba, isalvaha. Ghax
x’jiswielu l-bniedem jekk jikseb id-dinja kollha u mbaghad jitlef
hajtu? Xi prezz jista’ jaghti 1-bniedem biex isalva hajtu? Ghax jekk
xi hadd minn dan in-nisel zieni u midneb tal-lum, ghad jisthi minni
u minn kliemi, Bin 1-bniedem ukoll ghad jisthi minnu meta jigi fil-
Glorja ta’ Missieru flimkien ma’ 1-angli mgaddsa.”

Il-Kelma tal-Mulej.

IS-SEBA’ JUM Isejhilna biex nisfidaw il-firdiet li hemm fid-dinja

Irridu neghelbu 1-firdiet taghna (I Kor 1, 10-13) ghax is-sliem
li gabilna Kristu jgieghelna nahdmu ghas-sliem u l-ghagda. fid-dinja
(Lg 19, 1-10), kif Geremija wissa lil-Llhud eziljati f’Babel biex jah-
dmu ghall-ghaqgda u 1-gid tal-komunitajiet taghhom. (Ger 29, 1.4-7).

Qarl mill-Ktieb tal-Profeta Geremlja 29, 1.4-7

Dan hu 1- kliem ta’ l-ittra li baghat Geremjja l-profeta minn Gerusalem
lill-bgija tax-xjuh itturufnati u lill-qassisin u lill-profeti u lill-poplu
kollu li Nebukadnessar kien ha fil-jasar f’Babel mjinn Gerusalem; Dan ighid
il-Mulej, Alla ta’ Israel lill-itturufnati li jien itturufnajt mjinn Gerusalem
lejn Babel: “Ibni djar w ghammpru fihom; hawlu gonna u iklu frotthom;
izzewgu n-nisa u nisslu subien u bniet; aghzlu nisa ghal uliedkom u rgiel
ghal bniet taghkom, biex jildu subien u bniet. Oktru hemm u tongsux fil-
ghadd. Fittxu 1-gid tal-pajjiz li tturufnajtkom fih, u itolbu lill-Mulej ghalih,
ghax il-gid tieghu jkunm 'il-gid taghkom,”

II-Kelma tal-Mulej.

Qari mill-Ewwel Ittra ta’ San Pawl Appostlu lill-Korintin 1,10-13

Nitlobkom, huti, f’isem, Sidna Gesu Kristu biex tkunu tagblu fi kliem-
kom u ma jkunx hemm firdiet fostkom. Kunuy maghqudin kif imiss ruh
wahda u fehma wahda. Huti, in-nies ta’ Kloe, galuli fugkom li fostkom
hemm it-tilwim; irrid nghid jien 1i kull wiehed minnkom gqieghed ighid:
“Jiena ta’ Pawlu,” “U jiena ta’ Apollo”, “U jiena ta’ Kefa”, “U jiena ta’
Kristu.” Jagaw Kristu mifrud? Forsi Pawlu kien li ssallab ghalikom jew
f’isem Pawlu tghammidtu?

Il-Kelma tal-Mulej.
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vk Qari mill-Evangelju ta’ San Luga 10,1-10

F’dak iz-zmien: Gesh dahal Geriko u kien ghaddej mit-triq. Mela jkun
hemm ragel jismu Zakkew; dan kien wiehed mill-kapijiet tal-pubbliani, u
kien ghani. Kellu xewqa li jara minn kien 'Gestl, imma ma setax minhabba
1-folla, billi kien ragel qasir. Ghalhekk mar jigri ’l quddiem u xxabbat ma’
tina selvegga ghax minn dik in-naha kien se jghaddi. Gesu kif wasal hemm
hares ’il fuq u qallu: “Zakkew, isa, inzel minn hemm, ghax illum jehtiegli
noqghod ghandek”. Dan nizel bla telf ta’ Zzmien u kollu ferhan lagghu
ghandu. In-nies, meta rawh, ilkoll bdew igemgmu bejniethom u jghidu Ii
ghand wiehed midneb dahal jistrieh. Imma Zakkew, wieqaf, gal lill-Mulej:
“Ara, Mulej, nofs gidi se naghtih lill-foqra, u jekk jien qarraqt b’xi hadd,
u sraqtu, inroddlu ghal erba’ darbiet izjed”. Qallu Gesl: “F’din id-dar il-
lum dahlet is-salvazzjoni, ghax dan ir-ragel ukoll huwa bin Abraham. Ghax
Bin il-Bniedem gie jfittex u jsalva l-mitluf.”

Il-Kelma tal-Mulej.

IT-TMIEN JUM
Isejhilna biex nidhru li ahna haga wahda halli d-dinja temmen

Ahna nemmnu li bil-Maghmudija ahna ga sirna haga wahda ma’ Kristu
(Gal 1,26-29). L-ghaqda fl-imhabba hu l-agwa sinjal li jsejjah kull bniedem
ghall-fidi (Gw 17,20-23). Aktar ma jkun ]1dher ¢ar dan is-sinjal, aktar ma-
~ lajr temmen id-dinja (Is 2,2-5) .

Qari mill-Ktieb tal-Profeta Isaija 2,2-5

Ghad jigri fl-ahhar jiem li l-gholja tad-dar tal-Mulej toghla ’1 fuq
mill-q¢acet tal-muntanji u tintrefa’ ’l fuq mill-gholjiet. Lejha ghad jigru I-
gnus kollha, kotra shiha ta’ popli ghad jigu u jghidu: “Halli mmorru u ni-
tilghu fuq il-gholja tal-Mulej, lejn id-dar ta’ Alla ta’ Gakob, biex ighallim-
na t-trigat tieghu. Ghax minn Sijon tohrog il-ligi u l-kelma tal-Mulej minn
Gerusalem”.

II-Mulej jaghmel il-haqq bejn il-gnus u jagta’ s-sentenza bejn hafna
popli; u huma jibdlu x-xwabel taghhom f’sikek tal-mohriet, u l-lanez tagh-
hom f’mniegel. Ebda gens ma jerfa’ x-xabla kontra gens iehor u s-sengha
tal-gwerra ma jitghallmuhiex izjed. Ejja, dar ta’ Gakob halli nimxu fid-dawl
. tal-Mulej.

II-Kelma tal-Mulej.

Qari mill-Ittra ta’ San Pawl Appostlu lill-Galatin 3,26-29

Huti: Intom ulied Alla lkoll kemm intom, permezz tal-fidi fi Kristu
Gest. Intom, li intom mghammdin fi Kristu, ilbistu ’1 Kristu. Issa ma
hemmx izjed Lhudi u angas Grieg, ma hemmx ilsir u angas hieles, ma
hemmzx ragel u angas mara: ghax intom ilkoll haga wahda fi Kristu Ges.
Imma jekk intom fi Kristu, intom ukoll nisel Abraham, skond il-weghda.

II-Kelma tal-Mulej.
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+E Qari mill-Evangelju ta’ San Gwann 17, 20-23

F’dak iz-zmien, Gesu refa’ ghajnejh lejn is-sema, u qal: “M’iniex nit-
Iob ghal dawn biss, imma wkoll ghal dawk 1i ghad jemmnu fija bis-sahha
tal-kelma taghhom; nitolbok li lkoll ikunu haga wahda. Kif inti fija, Mis-
sier, u jiena fik, ha jkunu huwa wkoll haga wahda fina, biex hekk id-dinja
temmen li int bghattni. Il-glorja 1i int tajt lili jiena tajtha lilhom, biex
ikunu haga wahda bhalma ahna haga wahda; jiena fihom u inti fija, biex
isiru haga wahda ghal kollox, halli d-dinja taghraf li inti bghattni u li
habbejt lithom kif habbejt lili.”

Il-Kelma tal-Mulej.

HIDMIET LI JISTGHU JSIRU TUL L-OTTAVARJU

1. . Niehdu sehem fi¢-celebrazzjonijiet ekumenic¢i ta’ talb li jigu organiz-
zati tul il-gimgha.

2. Stedina lil dawk kollha 1i jiehdu sehem f’xi celebrazzjoni ekumenika
biex, wara ¢-Celebrazzjoni, jiltagghu flimkien u jithaddtu bhal hbieb bej-
‘niethom wagqt li jitgassmu xi rinfreski.

3. Norganizzaw laggha ta’ Talb u ta’ penitenza (sawma) bhala sinjal ta’
soli‘darjeté ma’ dawk li geghdin ibatu fid-dinja.

4. Norganizzaw xi hidma flimkien ma’ nsara ta’ knejjes ohra favur dawk
l-ingas ixxortjati fostna v.g. Zjajjar flimkien 'lix-xjuh, lill-morda u lill-
inkapacitati jew gbir ghal xi hidma li tkun ta’ gid ghall-komunita kollha.
5 Inwaqqfu gruppi ekumenici ta’ talb, ta’ qari tal-Iskrittura, ta’ hidma
socjali nisranija tul is-sena kollha.

6. Infasslu, flimkien ma’ l-insara tal-knejjes l-ohra, pjan ta’ hidma eku-
menika ghas-sena kollha. '
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Ezempju ta’ omelija

L-T Hadd tal-Avvent
IT-TIENI MIGJA TAL-MULEJ

Ahna u naghtu bidu ghal sena gdida fil-hajja tal-Knisja, biex ma’ tul-
ha nghixu flimkien il-misteru tas-salvazzjoni, hi tfakkarna li hawn fid-
dinja ma ghandniex ghamara ghal dejjem, ghaliex is-sura ta’ din id-dinja
kollha tigrib u niket u hemm ghad tghaddi u jkun hemm art gdida u smew-
wiet godda fejn ma jkunx hemm aktar biki u aghjat, imma sliem u hena
bla qjies.

Ma nafux meta dan se jsehh, ma nafux meta se jasal il-waqt li se ne-
hilsu mit-tigrib ta’ din il-hajja biex insaltnu mal-Mulej ghal dejjem; imma
nafu — u dan gieghda tghidulna 1-Knisja llum — 1i 1-bnedmin kollha huma
msejhin biex igawdu s-sliem fis-saltna ta’ dejjem, u nafu wkoll li biex
niksbu dan is-sliem irridu nkunu dejjem lesti ghal meta taslilna s-sejha
tal-Mule;j.

Kulhadd imsejjah

II-bnedmin kollha huma msejha ghas-sliem tas-saltna ta’ dejjem. Dan
habbritulna 1-Knisja Hum bi kliem il-profeta Isaija. Id-dar tal-Mulej mer-
fugha ’l fug mill-gholjiet kollha li lejha jmorru 1-gnus kollha ta’ l-art biex
jisimghu 1-kelma ta’ Mulej, hija 1-Knisja ta’ Kristu, dik il-Knisja li 1-Mulej
Gesu waqgaf biex tkun sinjal ta’ salvazzjoni ghall-gnus kollha ta’ l-art,
Gesu gie fid-dinja mhux ghas-salvazzjoni ta’ poplu wiehed, mhux ghas-
salvazzjoni ta’ ftit maghzulin, imma ghas-salvazzjoni ta’ kulhadd, ghaliex
Alla jrid li 1-bnedmin kollha jsalvaw w jaslu biex jagharfu l-verita koliha.
U ried li 1-Knisja tkun il-mezz li bih il-bnedmin Kkollha jiksbu s-salvazzjoni
u minn jkmd ha ]v“hd”mU kif ighixu fis-sliem bemvethom u jimxu fit-trig
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s-salvazzjoni u n ‘shi 1inn’ kull tigrib ‘tad-dinja. Hu ghalhekl {
hom kull sena jghixu maghha 1-grajja tas-salvazzjoni tad- an‘;a hu ghal-
hekk li tistedinhom jghixu mul—ocuu il-misteru tal-ewwel migja tal-Mulej
fid-dinja, u tfakkarhom ukoll li ghandhom ihejju ruhhom ghat-tieni migja
tal-Mulej, meta, fl-ahhar tad-dinja, jigi b’setgha u glorja kbira biex jagh-
mel haqq mill-art.

Inhejju ruhna ghall-migja tal-Mulej

Dan il-Knisja taghmlu ghaliex taf li lI-kotra l-kbira tal-bnedmin, u ta’
l-insara wkoll, ftit jahsbu fuq dan, anzi ma tantx jiehdu pjac¢ir min ifak-
karhom fit-tmiem tal-hajja tad-dinja. U dan ighidulna Gesii stess, kif smaj-
nih fl-Evangelju tal-lum.
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Bhalma gara fi zmien Noe, meta l-bnedmin, ghalkemm imwissijin
kemm-il darba biex ibiddlu hajjithom ha jehilsu mill-kastigi ta’ Alla, bag-
ghu jixxalaw u jiddevertu u jaghmlu kotra ta’ dnubiet, sakemm sabu fug-
hom id-dilluvju li geridhom ilkoll. Hekk ukoll matul iz-zminijiet, u llum
ukoll, Huwa ghalhekk iz-zmjen li nqumu min-nghas taghna, tghidilna 1-
Knisja, bi kliem Missierna San Pawl; jehtieg inwarrbu minna l-eghmejjel
tad-dlam u nghixu bhala wlied id-dawl billi nghixu kif jixraq lil min gie
mdawwal minn Kristu u libes ’il Kristu. Inbeghdu minna ghalhekk I-ikel u
x-xorb zejjed, iz-zina u t-tbahrid, il-glied u l-ghira; ma nkunux mohhna
biss fil-gisem u l-gibdiet tieghu, biex inkunu gaddisa u bla tebgha qud-
diem Alla fl-imhabba. Dan ifisser li nkunu lesti ghall-migja tal-Mulej, in-
kunu nishru nistennewh jigi.

Konversjoni kontinwa

Din is-sena I-Papa riedha li tkun sena ta’ tigdid u rikonciljazzjoni b’
tifkira tal-1950 tal-Fidwa taghna. 'Gesu miet ghalina biex jehlisna mill-ja-
sar tad-dnub u tal-hazen li kien ixekkilna. Bil-qawwa tal-Fidwa li kisbilna
ahna mehlusin minn dan il-jasar, u jkun tort kollu kemm hu taghna jekk
insibu ruhna mjassrin mill-hazen u gibdiet hziena taghna. Kristu helisna,
izda biex nibqghu dejjem hielsa jehtigielna nduru lejh kontinwament, nik-
konvertu kontinwament, niggieldu bla mistrieh kontra l-hazen li hemm
fina u madwarna. Hija glieda bla mistrieh 1i zgur nirbhu jekk inxiddu I-
armi li jaghtina Alla: it-tjieba, il-gustizzja u l-verita, u nissahhu bil-Kelma
ta’ Alla 1i tithabbrilna f’kull laggha taghna mal-Mulej fic-celebrazzjoni tal-
misteri qaddisa. Dan qed titlobna 1-Knisja llum, biex inhejju ruhna ghall-
festa tat-Twelid ta’ Gesu erba’ gimghat ohra; dan tghidilna 1-Knisja, hija
u tistedinna wkoll biex inhejju ruhna ghal meta 1-Mulej jigi jzurna biex
isejhilna ghal ghandu; dan tghidilna 1-Knisja hija u tfakkarna li ma ghan-
dniex hawn fid-dinja ghamara ghal ‘dejjem imma gejna mahlugin ghas-
sema pajjizna.

Nafdaw f’idejn Marija, Omm Alla u Ommna din it-thejjija taghna: kif
hi hejjiet ruhha wara t-thabbira ta’ l-Anglu biex taghti lid-dinja Bin il-
Missier Etern, hekk tieqaf maghna biex inhejju ruhna ha nilgghuh meta
jigi fostna fil-granet tal-Milied, u. biex nifirhu bil-migja tieghu fil-glorja
fit-tmiem ta’ kollox.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Ferhanin ghaliex is-salvazzjoni taghna hi eqreb issa minn
meta bdejna nemmnu, nitolbu lill-Mulej Gesu jigi fostna biex igad-
disna u jaghtina s-salvazzjoni. Nghidulu: Ejja, Mulej Gesi, biex is-
salvana.

Ejja, Mulej Gesil, biex issaltan fuq il-poplu li inti ksibt ghal
“dejjem ha jaraw it-truf kollha ta’ l-art is-salvazzjoni tieghek.
11z



Ejja, Murlej, ‘Gesu, dawwal lil dawk Ii jinsabu fid-dlamijiet u -
fid-dell tal-mewt u mexxi l-passi taghhom fit-trig tas-sliem.

Ejja, Mulej Gesll, qajjimna min-nghas taghna biex inwarrbu
minna l-eghmil tad-dlam u nilbsu l-armi tad-dawl ha nghixu kif
jixraq quddiemek.

W ETRYTRIRTETE $EW B

Ejja, Mule] Gesu blex tbleghed mid-dinja lghed u l-ghira, 1-
inkwiet u 1-biza’, ha nghixu Ikoll fis-sliem u I-paci I-jiem koliha ta’
hajjitna.

Mulej Gesu Kristu, Iben Alla 1-haj, ejja fostna biex turi lilna t-
tjieba tieghek u taghtina s-salvazzjoni. Int li tghix u ssaltan ghal
dejjem ta’ dejjem.

L-2 Hadd tal-Avvent
IL-HTIEGA TA’ L-INDIEMA GHAS-SALVAZZJONI

Dan iz-zmien li fih geghdin inhejju ruhna ghall-migja tal-Mulej fil-
granet tal-Milied, giesu z-zmien li fih id-dinja, u l-aktar, il-poplu maghzul
ta’ Alla, kienu ged jistennew li jsehfiu l-weghdiet 1i Alla kien ghamel lill-
patrijarki u lill-profeti tul iz-zminijiet 1i jigi fid-dinja 1-Messija, il-mistenni
mill-gnus kollha biex fid-dinja thaddar il-gustizzja u jkun hemm sliem
kotran ma’ kullimkien.

" Meta waslet il-milja taz-zminijiet u kien wasal il-waqt li 1-Iben ta’
Alla jigi fid-dinja jxandar il-Bxara t-tajba tas-salvazzjoni Alla baghat mes-
saggier gablu biex ihejjilu t-triq; baghat lil San Gwann Battista biex ihab-
bar li dak li kienu habbru l-prggeti kien wasal biex isehh u ghalhekk kien
mehtieg li kulhadd jindem u jikkonverti ghax kien wasal il-mument li jsir
il-haqq bil-gustizzja u tinghata s-sentenza skond is-sewwa.

L-istedina ghall-kRonversjoni

L-istedina li San Gwann Battista kien jaghmel lin-nies biex jindmu ha
jhejju ruhhom ghall-migja tal-Mulej, hija stedina li tghodd ghalina wkoll
ahna u nhejju ruhna ghall-migja tal-Mulej fil-granet tal-Milied. Hija ste-
dina ghall-indiema, ghall-indiema sinciera, gejja mill-galb, 1i twassal ghall-
bidla shiha fil-hajja taghna lkoll. Ma tridx tkun bidla ta’ mument fir-ruh,
imma trid tkun bidla fl-imgiba kollha tal-hajja, bidla li tibga’ u tkun ve-
rament bidu ta’ hajja kollha kemm hi gdida. Dan x’ifisser?

Hija konversjoni ta’ mument fir-ruh meta wiehed kollu niedem u sogh-
bien jistqarr dnubietu u jaqla’ l-mahfra taghhom fis-Sagrament tal-Peni-
tenza, imma mbaghad, malli johrog mill-knisja, jerga’ ghall-hajja ta’ gabel.
Il-konversjoni tieghu kienet konversjoni ta’ mument, mhux il-konversjoni
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1i jistena Alla minna. Il-vera konversjoni trid tkun bhal dik ta’ San Pawl
li minn persekutur tal-Mulej sar appostlu tieghu; bhal dik ta’ Santu Wistin;
bhal dik tal-Maddalena.

Din hi l-konversjoni li I-Mulej jistenna minna bhala thejjija ghall-mig-
ja tieghu fostna fil-granet tal-Milied, u ghall-migja tieghu fil-glorja fl-ahhar
tad-dinja. Jekk ma. hemmx din is-sura ta’ konversjoni ghandna verament
ghax nibzghu ghas-salvazzjoni taghna. Dan trid tghidilna 1-Knisja bi kliem
San Gwann dwar Gesi: “Il-midra qieghda f’idu biex iderri I-giegha kollha
u jigbor il-gamh fil-mahzen imma t-tiben jaharqu b’nar li ma jintefiex.”

Il-gudizzju ta’ Alla

I1-Mulej Gesu gej fid-dinja biex jaghmel haqq bil-gustizzja u jaghti lil
kulhadd skond ma haqqu. Ma jiggudikax skond ma jidher fl-ghajnejn u
ma jimxix skond il-pariri tal-hziena, imma jagta’ s-sentenza skond is-sew-
wa ghax hu ma jharisx lejn wic¢¢ hadd. Il-gudizzju ghad isehh fl-ahhar tad-
dinja, meta 1-Mulej 'Gesu jerga’ jigi b’setgha u glorja proprju biex jaghmel
haqq mid-dinja. Tzda I-gudizzju mhux se jsir minnufih: fil-kobor tal-hniena
tieghu 1-Mulej se jaghti zmien lill-bniedem biex jindem u jikkonverti: hu
stess -gie fid-dinja jistieden lill-bniedem ghall-konversjoni, u wara li jkun
ta zmien bizzejjed ghal dan, imbaghad jerga’ jigi b’setgha u glorja kbira
biex jaghti lil kulhadd dak li hagqu

Iz-zmien ta’ issa ghalhekk huwa zmien ta’ ndiema u konversjoni u 1-
Mulej Gesu permezz tal-Knisja tieghu jistedinna kontinwament ghal dan.

Il-qofol tal-konversjoni

X’inhu 1-qofol tal-indiema u l-konversjoni li jistenna minna 1-Mulej
biex niksbu s-salvazzjoni ta’ dejjem?

Ighidulna San Pawl: “Alla jaghtikom il-grazzja li tkunu fehma wahda
bejnietkom skond Kristu Gest biex b’fomm wiehed u galb wahda tfahhru

1 Alla.” Kristu ghalhekk gie fid-dinja, ghalhekk miet u ‘rxoxta ghalina;
ibiex ninhabbu mill-gdid ma’ Alla u bejnietna-§illi garraf il-hitan tal-ghira u
I-mibgheda; tal-glied u l-piki H u - ) min in, u
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Gesu gie fid-dinja biex il-fgar ikollhom min ihenn ghalihom, biex 1-
imsejkna jsibu min ifarraghom, biex l-imwarrbin isibu min jiegaf magh-
hom, biex l-armla u l-iltim isibu min jagbez ghalihom biex hadd ma jqar-
raq bihom.

Jekk ahna mela nibdew nghixu f’dan l-ispirtu, jigifieri jekk ahna nir-
bhu kull ma jifridna, jekk ahna nghixu bhal ahwa fl-imhabba ta’ xulxin,
jekk ahna ma nghiru ghal hadd u ma noboghdu lil hadd, jekk ahna ngisu
I-fqir u l-miskin bhala hutna u nieqfu maghhom fil-htigijiet kollha tagh-
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hom, jekk ahna naghmlu dan u nhabirku tul hajjitna kollha biex nibgghu
mexjin f’din it-trig minghajr ma nergghu lura minnha, ahna nkunu vera-
ment ikkonvertejna mid-dinja tad-dnub, ahna nkunu verament mexjin fit-
trig tas-salvazzjoni. .

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Fix-xejn taghna llum nitolbu lill-Mulej Gest biex igangal fina
xewqa kbira li naghmlu frott xieraq ta’ ndiema ha niksbu mahfra
u salvazzjoni.

Multj Gest, ejja biex issalva l-poplu tieghek minn dnubietu ha
jehix fil-gdusija’ u s-sliem gquddiemek fl-imhabba.
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konversioni shilia v sinciera.

Mulej Gesii, ejja biex taghtina l-grazzja li nkunu fehma wahda
bejnietna halli b’fomm wiehed u galb wahda nfahhru ’l Alla missier
taghna.

Mulej Gestu Kristu, Iben Alla 1-haj, ilga’ t-talb taghna llum u
aghtina l-grazzja li nhejju ruhina sewwa biex meta tigi nkunu nis-
tghu nfahhruk fost il-gnus u nghannu t-tifhir ta’ ismek. Int 11 tghix
u ssaltan ghal dejjem ta’ dejjem.

L-3 Hadd tal-Avvent Bl
INQAWWL QALBNA

II-Hadd li ghadda 1-Knisja kellmitna fuq il-htiega ta’ konversjoni shiha
u sinciera bhala thejjija ghall-migja tal-Mulej. Hafna forsi jaraw li haga
bhal din hi iebsa wisq ghalihom, ghax jibzghu li mhumiex kapaci jimxu
minn din it-trig tal-indiema u l-konversjoni minghajr qatt ma jergghu lura
minnha, tant ihossu ruhhom dghajfa. Izda dan ma ghandux jagtghalna
galbna, u l-Knisja llum, waqt li tqgawwilna galbna biex inkomplu mexjin
fit-triq ta’ l-indiema, turina x’ghandna naghmlu billi turina x’kien San
Gwann Battista. ] :

Min kien’ San Gwann
Ghal San, Gwann il-Mulej Gesit gal: “Fost kemm, twieldu minn nisa
hadd ma kien agwa minn ‘Gwanni 1-Battista”. Ghaliex? It-twegiba taghti-
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hielna 1-Knisja nhar il-festa tieghu meta tghidilna li San ‘Gwann mhux biss
habbar mill-boghod il-migja ta’ Gestt bhalma ghamlu l-profeti kollha, im-
ma kien hu wahdu i meta gie Gest lid-dinja wrieh bhala 1-Haruf ta’ Alla
li jnehhi d-dnubiet tad-dinja, bhala dak li gie biex ighammed fl-Ispirtu s-
Santu u n-nar. Izda, jekk minhabba f’hekk San Gwann huwa Kkbir, akbar
minnu hu l-izghar wiehed fis-saltna tas-smewwiet.

Min huma dawn iz-zghar fis-saltna tas-smewwiet? Huma I-fqar fl-is-
pirtu li bhal San Gwann Battista ma ghandhomx galbhom marbuta mal-gid
ta’ l-art, ma jfittxux il-kumditajiet tal-hajja, ma jilbsux ilbies fin, imma
jaghmlu penitenza u jichdu lilhom infushom biex jimxu wara Gest min-
ghajr ma jharsu gatt lura. Huma bhal San Gwann Battista li ma jbiddlux
il-fehma taghhom skond ma jagblilhom, imma huma dejjem shah fil-fehma
li jaghmlu r-rieda tal-Mulej: mhumiex gasba tixxejjer mar-rih.

U hekk irridu nkunu ahna jekk tassew ilgajna l-istedina li 1-Knisja
gieghda taghmlilna f’dan iz-Zmien biex nindmu u nikkonvertu ha nilgghu
1-Mulej meta jigi. '

Inqawwu qalbna

U 1-Knisja mhux biss taghmlilna l-istedina ghall-konversjoni u l-in-
diema u din is-sena gieghda taghmilhielna b’herqa wisq akbar hija u tfak-
karna f1-1950 sena minn mindu I-Mulej miet ghalina fuq is-Salib biex jif-
dina; il-Knisja tqawwilna galbna wkoll u dan illum taghmlu kemm bi kliem
1-Appostlu San Gakbu u kemm bil-kliem tal-profeta Isaija.

Xi whud minna jagtghu galbhom minn konversjoni shiha u sinc¢iera
ghaliex ihossuhom dghajfin hafna: iridu kieku jbiddlu hajjithom, iridu Kkie-
ku jkunu tassew sincieri ma’ Alla, imma mhumiex kapaci jzommu shih, u
wara ftit jergghu jaqghu, u l-hafna waqghat taghhom jaslu biex jagtghul-
hom galbhom. Huma nies dawn bhal Santu Wistin 1i f'zoghzitu, wara li
gharaf li l-verita li kien qgieghed ifittex kienet tinsab biss fil-Knisja Katto- .
lika, baga’ jahsibha jekk ihaddanx il-fidi kattolika ghaliex ma kienx zgur
li kien kapaci jghix skond ma titlob il-Knisja Kattolika. Imma Dak li was-
sal lil Santu Wistin ghall-konversjoni tieghu, iwassal ukoll lil dawk kollha
1i ged jaqtghu galbhom li gatt jikkonvertu tassew. Kif wasal Santu Wistin
ghall-konversjoni tieghu? Sema’ lehen ta’ tifel ighanni: “Hu u aqra,” u
Santu Wistin qam minn fejn kien gieghed kollu mdejjaq, ha f’idejh il-ktieb
ta’ l-ittri ta’ San Pawl, fethu v beda jagra u dak il-hin fetah ghajnejh u
ntebah li bl-ghajnuna ta’ Alla kollox jista’ jkun. Dan gieghda tghidilna I-
Knisja llum: “Qawwu qalbkom, tintelqux! Aghmlu I-hila, tibzghux! Gha-
liex hawn hu Alla taghkom, gieghed maghkom biex iwettagkom bil-graz-
zji tieghu. Bl-ghajnuna tieghu se tifthu ghajnejkom biex taraw il-kruha
tal-qaghda li fiha tinsabu minhabba dnubietkom; se jifthilkom widnejkom
biex il-Kelma ta’ Alla li tithabbrilkom kull nhar ta’ Hadd intom tisim-
ghuha u tghozzuha f’qalbkom; imbaghad tkunu tistghw tigru fit-triq tal-
kmandamenti ta’ Alla 1li ghandkom quddiemkom, u timtlew bil-ferh u
thossu 1li nehhejtu minn fugkom it-togol tad-dnub u tal-hazen li kien ighak-
kiskom.” :
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Alla jghinna zZgur

“U jekk taraw li dan ged idum biex isehh fikom, stabru u tagtghux
galbkom: jekk il-Mulej ghad ma takomx il-grazzja tal-konversjoni, ghad
jaghtihielkom zgur, sakemm intom triduha bis-sincerita kollha.” “Harsu
lejn il-bidwi,” ighidilna San Gakbu, “li wara li jkun zera’ l-ghalga jistenna
bis-sabar kollu x-xita bikrija ha ssaqgilu l-art; u jekk tiddawwar ma tagh-
mel ix-xita, ma jaqgtax galbu ghax jaf li Alla x-xita bikrija jibghatielu
P’wagtha”. Wisq u wisq aktar ghalhekk ma ghanniex ahna naqtghu galb-
na minn konversjoni tassew f’dawn il-granet ta’ 1-Avvent, f’din is-sena tal-
Gublew. Il-Mulej hu fil-qrib, gieghed fil-bieb, ihabbat biex jidhol f’ruhna.
Ma nzommuhulux maghluq il-bieb ta’ galbna, nifthuhulu berah, ha jidhol
f’ruhna u hemm jaghmel 1-ghamara tieghu flimkien mal-Missier u ma’ 1-
Ispirtu qaddis tieghu, u galbna ma tibgax aktar bhal art niexfa bla ilma,
. qisha dezert, imma tithenna u twarrad bil-kotra, u l-ferh taghha hadd ma
jkun jista’ jfissru.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Nitolbu Hum lill-Mulej Gesti biex ma jdawwarx ma jigi ha
jbieghed minna l-hemm u t-tigrib u jimlielna galbna bil-ferh tieghu.
Nitolbuh ghalhekk u nghidulu: Ejja, Mulej Gesi, la tiddawwarx.

Ejja, Mulej Gesti, biex twettaq il-hidma tal-Knisja tieghek f’
dan iz-zmien ta’ salvazzjoni hija u tistieden il-bnedmin kollha ghall-
konversjoni shiha u sinciera.

Ejja, Mulej Gesi, biex tqawwi lil dawk li ged jaqtghu galb-
hom 1li ghad jikkonvertu u wriehom 1i int maghhom u gej biex
issalvahom. \

Ejja, Mulej Gesil, biex tiftah ghajnejna ha naraw il-verita shi-
ha tieghek u tiftah widnejna biex nisimghu 1-Kelma tieghek u nghoz-
zuha, halli bil-hegga kollha ta’ galbna nimxu fit-triq tal-kmanda-
menti tieghek.

Ejja, Mulej Gesti, biex tghallimna nkunu sodi fil-fehmiet tagh-
na li nghixu hajja verament nisranija u ma nkunux bhal qasba tix-
xejjer mar-rih, kollna medhijin bit-tlettix u I-frughat tad-dinja.

Mulej ‘Gest Kristu, Iben Alla I-haj, int gieghed quddiem il-bieb
thabbat biex tigi tghammar fina bil-verita u s-sewwa tieghek: gaw-
wilna galbna biex ma nibzghux nifthulek il-bieb ta’ ruhna ha tgham-
mar fina u taghmilna t-tempju qaddis tieghek. Int 1i tghix u ssaltan
ghal dejjem ta’ dejjem.
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L-4 Hadd tal-Avvent
IX-XEBBA SSIR OMM

Zmien 1-Avvent huwa zmien il-Vergni Marija u 1-Knisja f’dan iz-
zmien ta’ thejjija ghall-festi kbar tal-Milied ma tistax ma tahsibx fil-Vergni
Marija biex tgholliha u tfahharha bhala l-ewwel wahda fost il-mifdijin
proprju bil-merti maghrufin minn qabel ta’ Kristu, binha u Bin Alla. F’
Marija 1-Knisja tara x-xbieha l-aktar safja ta’ dak li tixtieq u tittama li
tkun fil-hajja ta’ dejjem: “sabiha u bla tebgha... gaddisa u bla tmaqdir
minn hadd” Ef 5,27).

Is-sejha ta® Marija :
Bhala “l-kewkba ta’ filghodu” giet fid-dinja qabel Kristu biex thej-
jilu t-trig, tilgghu fi hdanha u taghtih lid-dinja f’Betlem. Dak li habbar

il-profeta lis-sultan Ahaz bhala sinjal ta’
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u. u dak li jtwieled minnha se jisseijjah Bih Alla u I-Mulej
Alla se jaghtih is-saltna ta’ David missieru, u s-saltna tieghu ma jkolthiex
tmiem.

Il-missjoni ta’ S. Guzepp

Dan iwettqu San Mattew, fl-Evangelju tieghu, meta jurina b’liema
mod sehh il-misteru tat-tnissil ta’ Gesu u kif San Guzepp gie maghzul minn
Alla stess biex ikun il-missier putativ tieghu. Kien anglu tal-Mulej stess
li habbar il-misteru lil San Guzepp fil-holm, meta dan intebah b’dak li kien
ged isehh f’Marija, u ghax kien bniedem gust ried iwarrab fil-genb ghaliex
hass 1i ma jixraqlux ikun imsieheb f'misteru hekk kbir. Imma l-anglu qaw-
wielu galbu: “Tibzax, Guzejji,” qallu, “Dak li tnissel f’"Marija gie bil-hidma
ta’ I-Ispirtu s-Santu.” U kompla jghidlu li kien gie maghzul minn Alla,
biex quddiem in-nies jidher giesu missieru, il-missier putativ tieghu, ghax
tah is-setgha 1i hu jkun dak li jaghtih l-isem, setgha li kienet proprja ta’
kull missier Lhudi.

Is-salvazzjoni taghna : i

Kellu jsemmih ‘Gesl, ghaliex kien gej fid-dinja biex isalva I-poplu tie-
ghu minn dnubiethom. U f’dan il-kliem ta’ 1-Anglu nsibu t-tifsira shiha ta’
dak li habbar il-profeta Isaija: meta l-profeta habbar lil Ahaz, dan kien
ged jigi mhedded mis-slaten ta’ madwar, u Isaija ried igawwi galb is-sultan
biex jafda f’Alla, li kien se jehilsu mill-eghdewwa tieghu u jsalvalu I-
pajjizu Ahaz ma tax widen ghall-kliem il-profeta, imma Alla heles dak iz-
zmien il-poplu tieghu mit-theddida tal-eghdewwa, kif Alla. fil-milja taz-
zminijiet heles il-gnus kollha ta’ l-art mill-jasar tad-dnub u l-mewt per-
mezz ta’ Ibnu maghmul bniedem ghalina li miet u rxoxta ghas-salvazzjoni
taghna.
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Dan ihabbarulna San Pawl fit-tieni gari tal-lum, huwa u jistedinna
naghtu gieh lill-Mulej Gest, 1-Iben ta’ Alla, li bhala bniedem twieled min-
nisel ta’ David: bis-sahha tal-gawmien ta’ Kristu mill-imwiet ahna lkoll ir-

. cevejna grazzja u appostolat biex, bl-imgiba kollha ta’ hajjitna, inwasslu
ghall-ubbidjenza tal-fidi 1-bnedmin fost il-gnus kollha. Ahna I-mifdijin minn
Kristu, li gharafna l-verita tieghu u haddannieha, f’din is-sena ta’ mahfra u
rikonéiljazzjoni, ahna fid-dmir inhabirku ghall-ghagda u Il-hbiberija bejn
il-bnedmin kollha biex il-Fidwa li kisbilna Gesu ssehh ghal kulhadd. II-
Fidwa tatna l-helsien mid-dnub li dahhal il-firda fost il-bnedmin u tella’
l-hitan tal-mibgheda bejniethom; Gestt gered id-dnub w garraf il-hitan tal-
mibgheda biex il-bnedmin jergghu jinhabbu bhal ahwa.

L-agwa thejjija ghall-festi kbar li gejjin ghalhekk hija li nirbhu kull ma
jifridna biex bhal familja wahda, bhala wlied ilkoll ta’ l-istess Missier,
bhala ahwa lkoll fi Kristu, inkunu nistghu bil-ferh ni¢celebraw it-twelid
gdid fostna ta’ Gesn, il-Feddej ta’ kulhadd u I-frott imbierek tal-guf im-
gaddes tal-Vergni Marija.

Kif Marija, ghax accettat il-Kelma li galilha 1-Anglu, u saret Omm Alla,
u kkonsagrat hajjitha kollha ghall-persuna u l-hidma ta’ Binha u hekk qdiet
il-misteru tal-Fidwa, hekk ahna lkoll, bhala Knisja, illum u dejjem ghand-
na nxandru li ma nafu xejn aktar hlief ’il Kristu Msallab li sar ghalina
gherf, gustizzja, qdusija u fidwa.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Ahna u nistqarru Tlum il-fidi taghna fi Kristu, 1-Iben ta’ Alla
maghmul bniedem ghalina, 1-Ghimmanu-el imwieled minn Marija,
li saret omm bla ma ttiefset il-glorja ta’ xubitha, nitolbuh u nghi-
dulu: Kristu, Bin Marija Vergni, ismaghna.

Mulej Gesii, int kont il-hena ta’ Marija li bik saret omm; agh-
mel 1i I-ulied ikunu I-ferh xieraq tal-genituri taghhom.

Mulej Gesiy, int gej fid-dinja biex taghmel mill-bnedmin kollha
l-poplu qaddis ta’ Alla: ghaqgad, il-gnus kollha qalb wahda u feh-
ma wahda bejniethom.

Mulej Gesti, int Iben Alla u iben Marija u l-princ¢ep tas-slier:
aghti pa¢i shiha lid-dinja kollha,

Mulej Gest, il-migja :tieg*hek fostna timliena bil-gieh: aghme!
li dejjem naghtuk gieh bil-fidi u I-hajja taghna.

Mulej Gesu Kristu, Iben Alla l-haj, ejja fostna biex dejjem
Pkull wagqt tkun maghna f’kull ma naghmlu, nahsbu u nghidu. Int
li tghix u ssaltan ghal dejjem ta’ dejjem.
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IL-MILIED

Temmejna tul dan ix-xahar li ghadda mixja spiritwali li wasslitna ghal
dan il-waqt gaddis, ghal dan il-mument ta’ ferh kbir ghax illum twildilna
s-Salvatur, li hu Kristu 1-Mulej u t-truf kollha ta’ 1-art ged jaraw is-salvaz-
zjoni ta’ Alla taghna.

Mixja spiritwali

Il-mixja spiritwali taghna tul I-Avvent imxejniha flimkien mal-profeta
Isaija, u dan il-profeta stess f’dan il-lejl qaddis habbrilna li ahna li konna
mexjin fid-dlamijiet tad-dnub u fid-dell tal-mewt, rajna dawl kbir, ghax
tweldilna tifel u nghatalna iben li ismy hu Kunsillier ta’ I-ghageb, Alla set-
ghan u Princep tas-sliem, u issa gieghed jistedinna biex nifirhu, biex nghaj-
tu lkoll bil-ferh ghax it-truf koliha ta’ l-art raw is-salvazzjoni ta’ Alla
taghna.

Il-mixja spiritwali taghna mxejniha ma’ Marija, ix-xebba li saret ‘omm
bla ma ttiefset il-glorja ta’ xbubitha, ix-xebba dejjem; lesta bliex tisma’ 1-
kelma tal-Mulej, il-kewkba ta’ filghodu li tul il-granet ta’ 1-Avvent habbri-
tilna z-zjara tax-Xemx tal-gustizzja, ix-Xemx tielgha 1li ddawwal lil dawk
li jinsabu fid-dlamjjiet u d-dell tal-mewt ha tmexxi l-passi taghhom. fit-
triq tas-sliem, l-omm ghaziza 1i hi dejjem qrib taghna bl-ezempju u bit-
talb taghha.

U llum qieghda turina, Kif urietu lir-raghajja ta’ Betlehem, il-frott im-
bierek tal-guf taghha, it-tarbija Gesu, I-Iben ta’ Alla li -Missier baghat fid-
dinja, biex jitwieled minn mara, jitwieled skond il-ligi halli jifdina, u jagh-
tina mill-gdid id-dinjita ta’ wlied Alla li konna tlifna bl-ewwel dnub.

Kristu gie biex isalvana

Gesu twieled illum biex jifdina, biex jerga’ jhabbibna ma’ Alla, biex
nergghu ninhabbu bejnietna. :

Kristu gie biex isalvana, Hu 1-Feddej tal-bniedem, li gieghed ifittex
il-verita, il-gustizzja, il-hena, il-gmiel, it-tjieba, w ma jistax isibhom ghax
ged jafda biss fil-hila tieghu. U Kristu, bhala 1-Feddej tal-bniedem qieghed
ihabbarlu Ilum, 1i huwa biss jista’ jaghtih dak kollu li tixtieq galbu, fis-sliem
ghall-bnedmin kollha ta’ rieda tajba, kif habbru [-Angli lir-raghajja ta’
Betlem fil-lejl ta’ l-ewwel Milied.

Kristu gie biex isalvana u jurina l-misteru ta’ Alla li hu mhabba u li
wera ruhu li hu mhabba meta baghat lil Ibnu stess fid-dinja, u bih dehret
il-grazzja ta’ Alla li taghti s-salvazzjoni lill-bnedmin kollha u trawwimhom
biex jichdu I-hazen u I-gibdiet tad-dinja, halli jghixu bir-razan u l-gustizzja
- u t-tjieba u jitgaddsu u jsiru werrieta tal-hajja ta’ dejjem.

Kristu gie biex isalvana u jurina x’inhi d-dinjita vera taghna bhala
bnedmin mahlugin ilkoll xbieha ta’ Alla. Konna midrubin mid-dnub u mtag-
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glin mill-madmad tal-mewt, taht il-bastun ta’ l-arguzin li ghamel il-bnie-
dem ilsir tieghu, meta dan ma semax minn Alla u ta widen ghall-kelma
kollha gerg tax-xitan fil-genna ta’ l-art, Imma Kristu kisser il-madmad li
,kien itaggalna u helisna mill-bastun tal-arguzin li kien jghassarna u tana
mill-gdid id-dinjita 1i konna tlifna, il-helsien ta’ wlied Alla, w issa gieghed
maghna biex iwassalna ha nkunu lkoll ragel maghmul fl-ahjar ta’ zmienu
halli b’hekk issehh fina l-milja ta’ Kristu.

Ghandna ghalhekk ghax nifirhu u nghannu lill-Mulej ghanja gdida
ghaliex maghna ghamel l-eghgubijiet: gibitilna r-rebha fuq ix-xitan il-le-
minija tieghu, u d-driegh imgaddes tieghu Kisser il-bastun ta’ arguzin li kien
ijassarna. Nghajtu bil-ferh quddiem is-Sultan il-Mulej, ghax gharraf is-
salvazzjoni tieghu lill-gnus kollha; nghajtu bil-ferh lil Alla fl-art kollha.
ninfexxu fil-hena, nifirhu u nghannu ghax it-truf kollha ta’ l-art raw is-
salvazzjoni ta’ Alla taghna. Amen. Hallelujah.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

[llum l-angli habbru sliem fl-art lill-bnedmin ta- rieda tajba
' ghaliex twieled Gesu, il-Feddej tad-dinja. Kollna ferhana nghidulu:
Tifrah l-art kollha bil-migja tieghek, Mulej.

Mulej Gesu, int dhalt fid-dinja u bdejt iz-zmien il-gdid imhab-
bar mill- profetl sahhah dejjem iz-zghozija tal-Knisja tleghek f’kull
tigdid taz-zmien.

Mulej Gestl, in‘f ghogbok tiehu n-natura dghajfa taghna l-bned-
min: kun dawl ghall-ghomja, sahha ghad-dghajfin, u farag ghall-
imnikktin.

Mulej Ge‘sfl, id-dinja kollha stenniet il-migja tieghek fil-milja
taz-zminijiet: henn ghal dawk 1i ghadhom jistennewk u wriehom li
int ga tinsab fostna.

Mulej Gest, int bghatt l-angli jhabbru sliem fl-art lill-bnedmin
ta’ rieda tajba: Zzommna fis-sliem tieghek tul hajjitna kollha.

Mulej Gesut Kristu, Feddej taghna, bit-twelid tieghek int urejt-
na li Alla hu fidil u jZzomm kelmtu maghna: aghmel li ahna nzom-
mu sa l-ahhar il-kelma li tajnik fil-Maghmudija taghna li nichdu
d-dnub u l-gerq tal-hazen u nghixu skond ma nemmnu. Int 1i tghix
u ssaltan ghal dejjem ta’ dejjem.
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L-ewwel tas-sena
OMM ALLA

Tmint ijiem ilu 1-Knisja wriet il-ferh kollu taghha ghaliex meta waslet
il-milja taz-zminijiet, Alla baghat lil Ibnu, imwieled minn mara, imwieled
skond il-ligi, biex jifdi lil dawk li kienu taht il-ligi, biex ikollna l-adozzjoni.

Illum il-Knisja tistedinna biex nifirhu, u nergghu nifirhu, ahna u nagh-
tu gieh 1il dik il-mara li minnha twieled 1-Iben ta’ Alla bhala bniedem
biex bil-mewt tieghu fuq is-salib u l-qawmien tieghu mill-imwiet jifdina
mill-jasar tad-dnub u tal-mewt, u jaghtina mill-gdid 1-adozzjoni, jigifieri

- d-dinjita ta’ wlied Alla li konna tlifna bid-dnub.

Naghtu gieh ill-Vergni Omm Alla

Din il-mara hi Marija, 1-imbierka fost in-nisa, li mat-thabbira ta’ 1-
Anglu lagghet f’qalbha u fi hdanha 1-Verb ta’ Alla maghmul bniedem, tat
il-Hajja lid-dinja, u tatna xhieda ta’ obbedjenza, ta’ fidi u ta’ mhapba
kollha hegga.

B-obbedjenza taghha ghar-rieda ta’ Alla (“Hawn jien il-qaddejja
tal-Mulej, ha jsir minni skond kelmtek”); bil-fidi u l-imhabba taghha
(kienet; izzomm, f’qalbha dak kollu li sehh b’Binha u kienet togghod tahseb
fuqu bejnha u bejn ruhha), hi tat sehemha, b’'mod specjali, ghall-opra
tal-Fidwa, u ghalhekk ghadha tkompli, bl-imhabba taghha ta’ omm, tiehu
hsieb hut Binha li ghadhom fid-dinja, fost hafna tigrib u qtigh il-galb.
Dan it-tigrib qgatt ma naqgas fil-grajja tal-bniedem fid-dinju, u, illum
hu tassew Kkbir u tal-biza’, ghaliex il-bniedem fid-dinja tal-lum, huwa u
riesaq ghat-tielet elf sena wara Kristu, jinsab taht theddida tal-biza’, it-
theddida ta’ gerda u herba tal-biza’ minhabba gwerra nukleari.

U ghalhekk, illum, f’dan l-ewwel jum ta’ sena gdida, induru lejha, ah-
na u naghtu gieh lill-misteru tal-Maternita taghha, u nitolbuha bil-herga
kollha ta’ qalbna, biex turina I-frott imbierek' tal-guf taghha, lil Binha
Gesli, il-Princep tal-paci, kif urietu lir-raghajja ta’ Betlehem li, wara t-
thabbira ta’ I-Anglu marru jghagglu biex jaraw dak li gara kif gharrafhom
il-Mule;j.

Nitolbuha turina ’l Gesu, il-paci taghna

Nitolbuha Ilum lil Marija biex turi lid-dinja lil Gesu, ghax fih biss hi
s-salvazzjoni tad-dinja, ghaliex hu biss il-paci taghna.

F’dan is-sbatax-il Jum Dinji tal-Paci, fil-bidu ta’ sena gdida, ma hemmx
rigal isbah ghad-dinja, tant imxennqga ghall-paci u l-hena u s-sliem u li ma
tismax u ma tarax hlief gwerer, glied u vjolenza, ghira, mibgheda, suspet-
ti u nuqgqgas ta’ sincerita.

Sakemm il-bnedmin jibqghu jahsbu hazin f’xulxin, sakemm ma jaf-
dawx ’il xulxin, sakemm ighidu haga u b’eghmilhom juru hag’ohra, ma
jistax ikun hemm paci fid-dinja. Ghalxejn jiltagghu biex jithaddtu bejniet-
hom, jekk mhumiex sinc¢ieri fi kKliemhom u fil-fehmiet taghhom. U sa-
kemm il-bnedmin ma jdurux lejn Kristu u jhaddnu bis-sinceritd kollha 1-
Evangelju tieghu, u jghixuh fil-mumenti kollha ta’ hajjithom, id-dinja mhux
se ssib il-paci li tant tixtieq. Qabel ma l-bnedmin tad-dinja jkollhom I-is-
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tess sentimenti li kellu Kristu Gesit u jilgghu f’qalbhom il-Bxara ta’ Kristu,
id-dinja tibga’ mahkuma mill-biza’ u t-twerwir ta’ gejjieni kollu msahhab,
li jista’ jwassal ghall-qtigh il-galb kbir,

Ma naqtghux qalbna

Imma jaqtghu galbhom dawk biss li ma jemmnux. Minkejja l-kruha
tas-shab iswed 1i ged jingabar fuq ix-xefaq tad-dinja, hija u riesqa lejn
it-tielet elf sena wara Kristu, dawk kollha li jemmnu li Kristu feda d-dinja
ma jaqtghux galbhom, ghax jafu u jemmnu li d-dinja ma ghadhiex taht
is-setgha tal-Hazin, u, minkejja t-theddid kollu tieghu — u l-gwerer u I-
glied, u l-ghira u l-vjolenza u l-mibeghda huma, kollha opra tal Hazm —
id-dinja, bi Kristu, kisbet il-helsien minnu.

U ghalhekk il-Knisja, ix-xirka ta’ dawk kollha li jemmnu u 1i jis-
tgarru li Kristu hu 1-Mulej, trid twassal lid-dinja llum ix-xewqat taghha
ta’ sliem u mhux ta’ hsara, ta’ mhabba u mhux ta’ mibgheda, ta’ ghagda
u mhux ta’ firda, ghaliex hija zZgura li t-talb ta’ hafna nies tajba, fis-skiet
ta’ kamarthom, ghall-paci fid-dinja, illum u dejjem, mhux sejjer ma jigix
mismugh minn Dak li ma jieqaf gatt ihares fuq id-dinja b’imhabba u hniena
chaliex hu ghani bil-hniena, hu ghani b’imhabba hanina.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Ahna u naghtu bidu ghal sena gdida, nitolbu llum lill-Vergni
Marija taqlalna minn ghand Binha Gest l-grazzja li nghixu fis-sliem
il-jiem kollha ta’ hajjitna.

Mulej Gesii, Princep tal-paci, wettaq i‘l-Kni'Sja-tieghek hija u
thabbar hena u sliem lill-bnedniin kollha ta’ rieda tajba.

Mulej Gesti, dawwal il-fehma tas-setghanin kollha tad-dinja
biex jaslu ha jithaddtu bejniethom bis-sincerita kollha u minghajr
habi ta’ xejn.

Mulej Gesii, zomm il boghod mill-gzejjer taghna kull sura ta’
glied u ta vjolenza biex nghixu flimkien bhal ahwa.

Mu’le] Gest, f'dan l-ewwel jum tas-sena seddaq hajjitna fis-
sliem, ehlisna mit-telfien ta’ de]]em u ghoddna fil-merhla tal-magh- -
zulin tieghek.

Mulej Gesit Kristu, Iben Alla 1-haj, int il-paci taghna, int gejt
fid-dinja biex iggarraf il-hitan li kienu jifirdu 1-bnedmin minn xul-
xin ha terga’ thabbibhom bejniethom u ma’ Alla: bieghed mid-dinja
kull biza’ u kull theddid ta’ glied u ta’ gwerer, biex fid-dinja kollha
jsehh is-sliem li 1-Angli habbru fit-twelid tieghek. Int 1i tghix u
ssaltan ghal dejjem ta’ dejjem.
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L-EPIFANIJA

“Qum! Ha jiddi wiccek Gerusalem! Jiddi fugek sebh il-Mulej”’. Hekk
smajna l-profeta Isaija jitkellem fl-ewwel qari tal-lum.

Xifisser dan il-kliem? Ghaliex riedet issemmaghhulna 1-Knisja llum?
Meta Isaija kiteb il-kliem li smajna fl-ewwel qari, kellu fi hsiebu l-belt
ta’ Gerusalem li kienet saret herba meta l-poplu kollu ta’ Israel u tal-
Lhudija kien gie mkaxkar fil-jasar f’Babel. Wara sebghin sena fil-jasar il-
poplu kien riega’ lura lejn pajjizu, il-bliet imgarrfa kienu se jergghu jinb-
new, it-tempju tal-Mulej f’Gerusalem Kkien se jerga’ jimbena, u n-nies minn
kull imkien kienu se jergghu jmorru ferhana lejn il-belt gaddisa tal-Mulej,
lejn 1-gholja ta’ Sijon, l-gholja mqgaddsa li fugha kien jinsab it-tempju tal-
Mulej. U l-glorja ta’ dan it-tempju kienet se tkun wisq akbar minn dik li
kellu t-tempju 1i bena Salamun u 1li kien iggarraf meta l-poplu ttiehed
f’Babel.

Gerusalem il-gdida

Imma kliem il-profeta ghandu tifsir wisq aktar gholi, u I-kliem li 1-
Mulej gieghed fuq fomm il-profeta kien dwar Gerusalem ohra, li taghha
il-belt tal-Lhud ma kinitx hlief simbolu u xbieha.

Liema hi din Gerusalem l-ohra? Hija Gerusalem il-gdida, hija 1-Knisja
ta’ Kristu, li fugha jiddi d-dawl ta’ Kristu, li jinsab dejjem maghha; Geru-
salem il-gdida hija 1-Knisja ta’ Kristu f’din id-dinja, merfugha bhala sinjal
% fost il-gnus, li bla heda ssejjah ghal hdanha 1-gnus kollha ta’ l-art biex
ikollhom is-salvazzjoni. 'Gerusalem il-gdida, hija 1-Knisja ta’ Kristu' fis-se-
ma, fejn il-Knisja tikseb il-milja kollha taghha bhala 1-Gharusa ta’ Kristu,
bla ebda ghajb u tikmixa, imma kollha sebh u gmijel, il-Knisja li fi hdanha
huma migbura 1-gnus kollha ta’ l-art u huma poplu wiehed, nazzjon gad-
dis, poplu li Alla kiseb ghalih.

II-Knisja qieghda tistedinna llum biex nifirhu b’din Gerusalem il-gdi-
da, tridna nifirhu bil-Knisja Ommna, li fiha ahna lkoll sibna s-salvazzjoni.
Ahna lkoll, jigifieri 1-gnus kollha ta’ l-art, ghaliex fil-Knisja ta’ Kristu jin-
gabru bnedmin minn kull poplu, u gens u Isien u nazzjon, gnus mill-qrib
u gnus mill-boghod, kollha jsibu kenn u salvazzjoni fil-Knisja ta’ Kristu
jekk jichdu d-dnub u l-gerq tal-hazen u jistqarru li Kristu hu 1-Mulej ghall-
glorja ta’ Alla 1-Missier. i

Bir-ragun kollu llum ghalhekk, wara li smajna t-thabbira tal-profeta
fahharna flimkien lil Alla ahna u ghidna; Il-gnus kollha ta’ l-art jaghtuk
gima, Mule;j. ’

Is-sejha tal-grius ghas-salvazzjoni

. U ma setax ikun mod iehor, ghaliex il-Mulej Gesti, meta gie fid-dinja,
uriena ¢ar x’kien il-hsieb ta’ Alla, hsieb 1li kien mohbi f’Alla sa mill-bidu
tal-holgien tad-dinja, hsieb li gie rivelat lilna minn Kristu stess. U dan il-
hsieb ta’ Alla, dan il-pjan ta’ Alla kien li l-pagani wkoll, li I-gnus kollha
permezz tal-Evangeju li jrid jithabbar sat-truf kollha ta’ l-art,-huma msej-
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ha ha jkollhom sehem mill-wirt tas-sema, ghax ghalihom ukoll gie 1-Iben
ta’ Alla fid-dinja, halli huma wkoll jaslu biex jagharfu lil Alla wiehed u
veru u lil dak li baghat, Ibnu Sidna Gesut Kristu, u hekk ikollhom is-sal-
vazzjoni.

U dan tixhidulna l-festa tal-lum.

Is-sejha tal-Magi

iGesll, meta twieled bniedem bhalna, f'Betlehem tal- Lhudija, ma riedx
biss juri ruhu u jhabbar il-migja tieghu lic-ckejknin, 1-umli, fost il- Lhud.
Lil dawn habbrilhom it-twelid tieghu permezz ta’ 1-Anglu u huma, mat-
thabbira ta’ l-anglu, kollhom ferhana marru jgqimuh u sabuh ma’ Marija
Ommu, fil-grotta ta’ Betlehem. Gesu ried ihabbar it-twelid tieghu wkoll
lin-nies twajba fost il-pagani u sejhilhom ghandu biex iqimuh, mhux b’
dehra ta’ 1-Angli, imma bid-dehra ta’ kewkba ta’ l-ghageb li dehret fil-
lvant, u mexxiet is-slaten Magi sa ghand Gesu.

Huma s-slaten Magi l-ewwel fost kotra bla ghadd ta’ nies ta’ rieda
tajba minn kull poplu, u gens, u tribl, u Isien, li Gesu gibed lejh biex
jaghtihom is-salvazzjoni u huma wiegbu ghas-sejha tieghu u offrewlu r-
rigali taghhom, id-deheb tal-eghmejjel tajba taghhom huma u jistgarruh
sultan tal-holgien kollu, I-incens tal-gima taghhom huma u jistqarruh Alla
maghmul bniedem, u l-mirra tas-sagrifi¢éji u ¢-cahdiet taghhom biex jib-
qgghu fidili ghal-ligi mgaddsa tieghu.

Ahna wkoll illum gibnielu ’l Gesu r-rigali taghna biex mroddulu hajr
talli ghogbu sa minn twelidna jsejhilna biex inkunu membri tal- -Knisja
tieghu: ged noffrulu llum il<fidi, it-tama u l-imhabba taghna, qed noffrulu
l-eghmejjel ta’ tjieba u hniena li naghmlu mieghu f'hutna l-bnedmin fil-
bzonn, ged noffrulu s- sagrlflccp u c¢-cahdiet li qed ‘naghmlu biex fidili
ghas-sejha taghna ta’ nsara nghixu skond ma nemmnu.

TALBA TAL- FIDILI

Illum il-Magi waslu f’Betlehem u offrew ir- rlgah taghhom lil
Gesli; bil-ferh kollha ta’ qalbna naghtuh ahna wkoll ir-rigali tagh-
na, ahna u nghidulu: Mulej Gesil, aghtina s-salvazzjoni tieghek.

Mulej Gesll, int sejjaht il-Magi u bihom ftaht it-triq lill-gnus
biex jigu jadurawk: ieqaf mal-Knisja tieghek hija u tha‘bbar il-Bxara
t-tajba tas-salvazzjoni sa truf l-art kollha.

Mulej Gest, int tiggudika 1-popli bis-sewwa: aghti sliem kotran
lid-dinja kollha.

Mulej Gesil, int gejt fid-dinja biex tehles lill- imsejlknih li ma
ghandhomx min ighinhom: uri I-hniena tieghek ma l-imsejknin u
l-imgarrbin kollha.
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Mulej Gest, is-saltna tieghek tibga’ ghal dejjem: ibghat bhax-
xita 1-kelma tieghek fi qlubna.

Mulej C‘;esﬁ Kristu, Iben Alla 1-haj int dhert fostna llum bhala
bniedem li jbati biex bit-tbatijiet u l-mewt tieghek taghti hajja gdi-
da lill-gnus kollha ta’ l-art: ilga’ l-offerti taghna llum, u aghmel li
jkunu joghgbuk ghas-salvazzjoni taghna, Int li tghix u ssaltan ghal
dejjem ta’ dejjem.

It-2 Hadd tas-sena
IL-MISSJONI TA’ GESU’

Tul il-granet ta’ 1-Avvent, San Gwann Battista stedinna biex inhejju
ruhna, ghall-migja ta’ iGest fostna fil-granet tal-Milied billi nliggeddu f'haj-
jitna, nitbeghdu mid-dnub u l-gerq tal-hazen, u nghixu hajja gdida ta’
tjieba u ta’ qdusija.

Ix-xhieda ta’ S. Gwann

Issa li Gesul fostna, u twieled mill-gdid ghalina fil-granet tal-Milied
u frahna fil-Mulej ghaliex tweldilna tifel u nghatalna iben li jismu Kun-
sillier ta’ l-ghageb, Alla setghan u Princep tas-sliem, San Gwann Battista
jkompli I-missjoni tieghu billi jurina lil Gesu bhala l-Haruf ta’ Ala, bhala
dak li jnehhi d-dnub tad-dinja. San Gwann jaghti x-xhieda tieghu llum
ghal 'Gesu billi jghidilna 1i ra 1-Ispirtu ta’ Alla niezel mis-sema bhal hamie-
ma u jogghod fuq Gesti, u b’hekk gharaf — ghax nebbhu Alla stess, — li
dak kien li gie fid-dinja biex jghammed bl-Ispirtu s-Santu u hu I-Then ta’
Alla. Id-dehra 1i ra San Gwann ta’ I-Ispirtu s-Santu niezel fugq Gesu bhal
hamiema, Kkienet it-tieni manifestazzjoni ta’ Gesu quddiem id-dinja, it-tieni
Epifanija tieghu.

II-Hadd li ghadda iccelebrajna l-ewwel Epifanija ta’ 'Gesli, meta, gha-
du tarbija, wera ruhu lill-Magi bhala Alla maghmul bniedem u Sultan tal-
holgien kollu, 1i bit-tbatija u I-mewt tieghu, kellu jaghti s-salvazzjoni lid-
dinja.

Il-missjoni ta’ Gesit

Illum, f'din it-tieni manifestazzjoni tieghu lid-dinja, Gest juri ruhu
lid-dinja, bhala dak li gie ikkonsagrat mill-Ispirtu s-Santu biex iwassal il-
Bxara t-tajba lill-fqajrin, il-helsien lill-imjassrin w jniedi s-sena tal-graz-
zja tal-Mulej.

X’kienet din il-Bxara t-tajba ghall-fqajrin? x’kien dan il-helsien ghall-
imjassrin? Min huma dawn l-imjassrin? X’inhi din is-sena tal-grazzja tal-
Mulej?
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Tt-twegiba ghal dawn il-mistogsijiet jaghtihielna San Gwann Battista
stess, meta jurina lil Gesu u jghidilna: “Hawn hu 1-Haruf ta’ Alla 1i jnehhi
d-dnubiet tad-dinja.”

Dawn l-erba’ kelmiet ta’ San Gwann Battlsta ]1gbru fihom il-missjoni
kollha tal-Mulej Gesu fid-dinja, dik il-missjoni li 1-Missier baghtu biex
 jaghmel, u li hu ghamel bil-galb, minn rajh, ghall-imhabba taghna. Dan hu
t-tifsir 1i 1-kittieb ta’ l-ittra lil-Lhud, jaghti lill-kliem tas-salm li bih we-
gibna flimkien ghall-ewwel qari tal-lum: Hawn jien, Mulej, gej biex nagh-
mel ir-rieda tieghek, biex inxandar il-gustizzja tieghek fil-gemgha kollha
tal-bnedmin.

Alla, fil-kobor ta’ mhabbtu ghalina 1-bnedmin, ma riedx 1ha1hna mjas-
srin fid-dnub, u baghat lil Ibnu stess fid-dinja biex jifdina minn dan il-
jasar, u jaghtina 1-gustifikazzjoni, jaghmilna gusti quddiemu.

L-Tben ta’ Alla maghmul bniedem ghalina wassal din il-Bxara t-tajba
tas-salvazzjoni lilna l-fqajrin, ghaliex minhabba d-dnub konna tlifna’ 1-gid
kollu li kellna, id-doni kollha li Alla kien ta l-bniedem meta halqu u giegh-
du fil-genna ta’ l-art: konna armejna d-dinjita taghna ta’ wlied Alla u
kasbarna d-dinjita taghna ta’ bnedmin mahlugin xbieha ta’ Alla.

Gest gie fid-dinja biex ihabbrilna li wasal iz-zmien li nigu mehlusa
mill-jasar tad-dnub, u mhux biss habbrilna 1-helsien, imma offra lilu nnifsu
bhala vittma ta’ tpattija ghad dnubiet kollha tad- dinja u hhal haruf li ma
flCC]u tleghu bid-demm, 1i xerred ghalina, u ghall- bnedmm kollha, ghall-
mahfra tad-dnubiet.

Bir-ragun kollu ghalhekk San Gwann lil Gesu wrieh bhala 1-Haruf ta’
Alla li jnehhi d-dnubiet tad-dinja, tal-bnedmin kollha, ghaliex, kif habbar
il-profeta Isaija, u kif smajna fl-ewwel qari tal-lum, Gesti ma giex biss
biex igajjem it-tribli ta’ Gakob, biex jaghti s-salvazzjoni lill-poplu biss li
ghazel ghalih fi Zmien il-patt il-qadim, imma gie fid-dinja biex ikun id-
dawl ghall-gnus kollha ta’ l-art, biex iwassal is-salvazzjoni tieghu sa truf
l-art koltha.

Is-sena tal-grazzja tal-Mulej

I7-zmien 1i fih geghdin nghixu hu ghalhekk sena ta’ grazzja tal-
Mulej, hu z-zmien tajjeb, hu z-zZmien tas-salvazzjoni ghal kulhadd: jalla
lkoll ingawdu minn dan iz-zmien biex il-Mulej Gesu ma jkunx gie ghal-
xejn ghalina, ghax irrifjutajna s-salvazzjoni tieghu.

Dan iz-zmien li beda mill-migja ta’ Gest fid- -dinja u jasal f1t tmiem
tieghu fl-ahhar tad-dinja, hu dejjem zmien ta’ grazzja tal-Mulej, imma I-
Knisja, 1i lilha 1-Mulej ried jafda l-missjoni tieghu biex tkompliha sa I-
ahhar tad-dinja, f’dan. iz-Zzmien tindikalna mumenti li tridhom ikunu mu-
menti gawwijin ta’ grazzja ghalina. U din is-sena qeghdin nghixu wiehed
minn dawn il-mumenti qawwijin ta’ grazzja, qeghdin nghixu sena ta’ Gub-
lew, sena li trid proprju tfakkarna fil-Fidwa mill-jasar tad-dnub li gabilna
1-Mulej Gesu, il-Haruf ta’ Alla li jnehhi d-dnubiet tad-dinja. Nipprofittaw
minn din is-sena ta’ grazzja u salvazzjoni ghal tigdid shih f’hajjitna kol-
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lha, ghall-konversjoni sin¢iera u shiha biex ahna lkoll li gejna msejha biex
inkunu ‘gaddisin u bla tebgha quddiem Alla, flimkien ma’ hutna kollha li
f’kull pajjiz isejhu l-isem ta’ Gesu, ikollna grazzja u sliem minn Alla Mis-
sierna'u Sidna Gesu Kristu.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Inroddu hajr illum lill-Mulej Gest, il-Haruf ta’ Alla li jnehhi d-
dnubiet tad-dinja, u nitolbuh jidhol ghalina quddiem i-Missier, ah-
na u nghidulu: Haruf ta’ Alla, li tnehhi d-dnubiet tad-dinja, hienn
ghalina.

Mulej Gestl, hares il-Knisja tieghek u zommha hielsa minn kull
ghajb halli' dejjem tidher dak li hi tassew, 1-Gharusa tieghek kollha
gmiel u sbuhija.

Mulej Gesu, aghmel li 1-bnedmin kollha jaslu biex jagharfu li
bid-dnub huma jkasbru x-xbieha ta’ Alla li hemm fihom, ha jind-
mu u jehilsu 'mill-jasar tieghu. -

Mulej Gesii, wassal il-Bxara t-tajba tas-salvazzjoni sa truf I-
art kollha, biex il-bnedmin kollha jiksbu s-sliem u 1-grazzja tieghek.

Mulej Gesti, aghmel 1i din is-sena tkun ghalina lkoll verament
sena ta’ grazzja tal- Mule], li twassalna ghal tigdid shih fil-hajja
kollha taghna.

Mulej Gesu Kristu, Iben Alla l-haj, int gejt fid-dinja biex tagh-
ti l-helsien lilna 1i konna mjassra minn dnubietna: kun maghna
dejjem biex inzommu shih fit-triq it-tajba u ma nergghux lura ghall-
hajja tad-dnub. Int li tghix u ssaltan ghal dejjem ta’ dejjem.
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It-3 Hadd tas-sena
DAWL U SALVAZZJONI TAGHNA

San Mattew, meta fl-Evangelju tieghu, ikellimna fuq il-bidu tal-mis-
sjoni ta’ Gesl, ighidilna li l-missjoni tieghu bdieha minn Kafarnahum,
grib xatt il-bahar, fl-inhawi ta’ Zabulon u Neftali. B'hekk, ighidilna San
Mattew, sehfi dak li kien habbar il-profeta Isaija, meta qal illi mill-art
ta’ Zabulon u ta’ Neftali idda dawl kbir fuq poplu li kien miexi fid-dlam
tan-niket u tat-tigrib, dawl li mela bil-ferh u I-hena l-poplu kollu.

Id-dawl taghna

U kien hemm ghaliex il-bnedmin kollha jifirhu u jithennew - bil-mis-
sjoni ta’ (Gesu, ghaliex Gesti huwa d-dawl li jdawwal kull bniedem 1li jigi -
fid-dinja, u jurih il-hwejjeg mohbija tas-saltna tas-sema, ha jaghraf 1-gholi
u l-fond, il-wisgha u t-tul tal-imhabba bla gjies ta’ Alla ghalina l-bnedmin,
u hekk nintrefghu mill-mizerja li fiha tefghana d-dnub, w nehilsu mill-
madmad tieghu u niksbu l-helsien veru.

; Izda biex dan isehh ghalina jehtieg li nkunu ckejknin quddiem Alla

ghaliex il-hwejjeg mohbija tas-saltna tas-sema, Alla ma riedx jurihom Ilil
dawk 1li ghandhom l-gherf tad-dinja u d-dehen tan-nies tad-dinja u huma
ghalhekk imkabbrin bihom infushom, imma ried jurihom li¢-ckejknin, lil
dawk li jagharfu li quddiem Alla ma humiex hlief gaddejja li ma jiswew
ghal xejn, bil-hila taghhom' biss, imma kollox jistghu bl-ghajnuna ta’ dak
li jwettaghom u maghhom jaghmel hwejjeg kbar.

Dawn huma dawk li lesti jhallu kollox, jinhallu minn kull rabta tad- .
dinja, biex imorru wara Gesti, bhall-Appostli, 1i, malli sejhilhom Gesl, waqt
li kienu f’xatt il-bahar tal-Galilija, ikalaw ix-xbiek taghhom fil-bahar, hu
sejhilhom u hallew kollox warajhom biex imorru mieghu halli ’1 quddiem
ikunu sajjieda tal-bnedmin.

Thalli kollox biex tmur wara Gestl, ifisser tinhall minn kull rabta tad-
dinja, tkun lest tissagrifika l-eghzez hwejjeg li ghandek, l-imhabba ta’
qgrabaek, l-istess hajja tieghek, jekk huma' ta’ tfixkil ghalik b1ex timxi
wara Gesil. .

Mhijiex haga hafifa taghmel dan, imma Gesu, lil dawk 1i hu jsejjah
ghal warajh, idawwalhom bid-dija tad-dawl tieghu, biex jgharfu l-kobor
tas-sejha li jaghmlilhom u jifhmu x’gid kbir se jiksbu bis-sagrificcju li hu-
ma se jaghmlu. U 1-gid hu s-salvazzjoni ta’ dejjem.

Is-salvazzjoni taghna

Gesu gie fid-dinja biex idawwalna bid-dija tad-dawl tieghu, imma gie
wkoll biex jaghtina s-salvazzjoni biex isalvana u jifdina mill-jasar li fih
konna ninsabu bi dnubietna. Tdawlilna I-fehma taghna, biex naraw il-kruha
tad-dnub, u nifhmu l-veritd 1i tehlisna: minn din il-kruha, u jgawwilna r-
rieda taghna biex inwarrbu minna darba ghal dejjem il-kruha tad-dnub u
nghixu hajja gdida, u hekk niksbu s-salvazzjoni.

Hu ghalhekk li Gestli, beda 1-missjoni tieghu jxandar: “Indmu, ghax
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gorbot is-Saltna tas-Smewwiet.” Ghax ghal dan twassal l-indiema, ghac-
c¢ahda tad-dnub u tal-qerq tal-hazen, ghall-bidla shiha fil-hajja kollha tagh-
na, ghall-bidu ta’ hajja gdida.

Il-messagg ta’ Kristu llum: “Indmu ghax qorbot is-Saltna tas-Smew-
wiet” ghandu jkollu tifsir kbir ghalina f’dan iz-zmien li geghdin nghixu
fih, ghaliex huwa zmien ta’ Gublew, ta’ sena straordinarja ta’ grazzja tal-
Mulej. Inkunu tassew boloh jekk ma nagharfux nipprofittaw minn zmien
bhal dan, ha ninhabbu dejjem aktar u ahjar ma’ Alla u ma’ hutna 1-bnd-
min l-ohra. ]

Inkunu qalb wahda u ruh wahda

U ghalhekk ghandu gawwa ta’ sejha specjali, sejha herqana, kliem
1-Appostlu Missierna, 1i smajna fit-tieni qari tal-lum: “Nitlobkom, huti, f’
isem Sidna Gest Kristu, biex tkunu tagblu lkoll bejnietkom u ma jkunx
hemm aktar firdiet fostkom. Kunu maghqudin kif imiss, ruh wahda u feh-
ma wahda”. San Pawl kien ikellem lill-Korintin. li kienu nfirdu f’hafna
partiti, ippikati bejniethom, u dan minhabba l-istess fidi nisranija. San
Pawl canfarhom, ghaliex bil-firdiet taghhom kienu ged igibu fix-xejn il-
Knisja ta’ Kristu. Kliem San Pawl hu canfira ghalina wkoll minhabba 1-
piki u l-partiti 1i hemm, fostna, piki u partiti li, xi kull tant, jixbhu l-partiti
tal-Korintin, ghaliex fostna hemm min hu ippikat minhabba I-festi tal-
Madonna u 1-Qaddisin. Izda, jekk huma koroh il-firdiet minhabba I-festi
tal-Qaddisin ghaliex huma ta’ ghajb ghalina bhala nsara, ma ghandniex
ninsew li mhux dawn il-firdiet biss huma ta’ ghajb ghalina, imma kull xor-
ta ta’ firda, ghaliex bhala nsara ghandna nkunu lkoll galb wahda u ruh
wahda bejnietna fir-rispett tal-fehmiet ta’ xulxin.

Il-firda bejn l-insara

I1-Knisja, f’dawn il-granet, gieghda tfakkarna f’firda 1i hija ia
ta’ ghajb ghalina lkoll, u gieghda tistedinna nitolbu l"’.II din l-firc
temm, meta Alla jrid u kif Alla jrid, biex ahna 1koll | mmnu . ,
nkunu verament il-Knisja wahda tieghu. Ghalhekk lva\v, il-granet: fil-
Knisja kollha qieghed isir talb ghall-ghaqda bejn l-insara. Matul iz-zZmini-
jiet, minhabba r-ras iebsa u s-suppervja tal-bnedmin, sehhu firdiet fil-
Knisja ta’ Kristu, firdiet xi whud minnhom ilhom mijiet ta’ snin. Dawn il-
firdiet huma kontra dak li Kristu ried u talab lil Missier dabel bata gha-
lina. Hu talab biex dawk kollha li jemmnu fih ikunu haga wahda bej-
niethom, biex id-dinja taghraf i hu 1-Mibghut mill-Missier. Ghall-mijiet ta’
snin l-insara qatt ma ntebhu bil-hsara li dawn il-firdiet gabu fil-Knisja, im-
ma llum, imganglin mill-Ispirtu s-Santu, l-insara kollha ged jintebhu b’dan
u ged jitolbu u ged ihabirku biex dawn il-firdiet jispiccaw u l-insara kol-
lha jkunu maghqudin flimkien fil-Knisja wahda ta’ Kristu. Bhala nsara kat-
tolici ahna ghandna nitolbu ghall-ghagda ta’ l-insara u, immexxijin mill-
Knisja, infittxu li ngibu 1 quddiem kull ma jista’ jghin biex issehh din 1-
ghagda minghajr ma naghmlu xejn minn rajna, kif jiftlilna.
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Is-Sena mqaddsa li ahna fiha, ghandha theggigna ghal dan, u ghalhekk
ghandna naghmlu minn kollox biex tintrebah kull firda li hawn fid-dinja u
fostna, biex tinbena ghaqda shiha bejnietna lkoll, ha nkunu tassew xirka
wahda ta’ mhabba maghqudin, flimkien fl-istqarrija tal-Missier, u ta’ 1-Iben
u ta’ l-Ispirtu s-Santu.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Nitolbu llum lill-Mulej Gesu, id-dawl u s-salvazzjoni taghna,
biex idawwalna bid-dija tad-dawl tieghu halli nagharfu nghixu flim-
kien f'xirka wahda ta’ mhabba.

Isqaf, Mulej, mal-Knisja fiefghe*k fil-missjoni taghha biex twas-
sal il-gnus kollha ta’ l-art mid-dlamijiet tad-dnub ghad-dawl tieghek
ta’ l-ghageb,

Bieghed mid-dinja kull ma gieghed jifred lill-bnedmin minn xul- _
xin, biex ikunu lkoll ruh wahda u fehma wahda bejniethom.

Sejjah ghal warajk hafna qlub generuzi biex bhall-Appostli
tieghek ikunu sajjieda tal-erwieh fid-dinja.

Aghtina l-grazzja li nirbhu I-firdiet kollha li hemm fostna halli
nkunu verament il-poplu tieghek, maghqud fl- 1stqarr1]a tal- M1551er
u ta’ 1-Iben, u ta’ I- Isplrtu s-Santu.

Mulej, Alla li tista’ kollox, int id-dawl u s-salvazzjoni taghna,
int il-kenn taghna f’kull tigrib: tul il-jiem kollha ta’ hajjitna mexxi-
na int, biex, hielsa minn kull dnub, naslu ghandek u ngawduk
ghal dejjem. Bi Kristu Sidna.
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Ir-4 Hadd tas-sena
IL-FQAR FL-ISPIRTU

Ghadna kemm smajna lill-Mulej Gesu jhabbrilna x’ghandha tkun 1-
imgiba taghna biex ikollna l-veru hena. X’qalilna Gesu?

Huma henjin il-fqar fl-i'spi‘r‘tu, dawk li huma mnikktin, dawk 1li huma
ippersegwitati, dawk li jhabirku ghall-pac¢i bejn il-bnedmin, dawk li jhennu,
dawk li huma qgalbhom safja u helwa —. dawk ghad jiksbu s-Saltna tas-
Smewwiet. Dan il-kliem ta’ Gest huwa kollu kemm hu kontra dak li tah-
seb id-dinja, hu kollu kemm hu kontra 1-fehmiet tan-nies tad-dinja.

Il-fehma tan-nies tad-dinja

In-nies tad-dinja jahsbu li I-hena nsibuh meta jkollna flus kemm irridu,
meta nixxalaw u middevertu, meta nfittxu dak li jagblilna minghajr ma
nqgisu jekk, biex ikollna dan, se naghmlu hsara u deni lil haddiehor. In-
nies tad-dinja ma jafux xX’inhi l-hniena, ma jafux x’inhu s-safa tal-qalb,
jifirhu bil-glied u l-inkwiet u jgangluh ukoll, jekk dan ikun jagblilhom.

Kemm ghalhekk ma jagblux ma’ xulxin it-triqat ta’ Alla u t-trigat tal-
bnedmin tad-dinja! Alla t-trigat tieghu ma wriehomx lill-ghorrief
skond il-qjies tad-dinja, ma gharrafhomx lis-setghanin ta’ l-art, ma hab-
barhomx lil dawk li huma megqjusin bhala nobbli min-nies tad-dinja; imma
wriehom li¢-¢ckejknin, lill-umli, lill-fqar, biex, kif ighidilna San Pawl fit-
tieni qari tal-lum, bil-hwejjeg boloh tad-dinja ihawwad 1-ghorrief, bil-hwej-
ijleg dghajfa ihawwad lill-qawwija, u bil-hwejjeg mistmerra mid-dinja igib
fix-xejn dak li hu xi haga ghan-nies tad-dinja.

U verament il-faqar fl-ispirtu, is-safa tar-ruh, il-hniena u kull xorta
ta’ ¢cahda u ta’ sagrificcju huma bluha u genn ghan-nies tad-dinja, huma
hwejjeg mistmerra minnhom, u min ifittixhom, fil-fehma tan-nies tad-din-
ja, m’hu se jasal imkien.

Izda ahna li nemmnu nafu li I-veru hena niksbuh proprju f’dak li qa-
lilna Gesu fl-Evangelju tal-lum. Kliem Gesui — it-tmien beatitudni — jigbhru
ffihom il-qofol tal-Evangelju ta’ Gesu, il-qofol tal-Bxara t-tajba li hu gie
jxandrilna, dak li ghandna naghmlu biex ikollna s-salvazzjoni ta’ dejjem,
biex niksbu s-Saltna tas-Smewwiet. ;

Min huma l-fqar fl-ispirtu A

Il-fqar fl-ispirtu huma dawk li ma ghandhomx galbhom marbuta mal-
gid 1i jghaddi, mal-gid ta’ l-art u ghalhekk jafu juzawh tajjeb skond ir-
rieda ta’ Alla biex jaghmlu l-gid ma’ kulhadd. Wiehed jista’ jkollhom gid
kemm irid u fl-istess hin ikun fqir fl-ispirtu, ghaliex m’ghandux galbu
marbuta ma’ gidu u juzah tajjeb u jgassam u jaghti b’id miftuha lil dawk
Jli huma neqsin minn kollox billi jipprovdilhom xoghol u jaghtihom kull
ghajnuna ha jghixu ta’ bnedmin li huma. U jista’ jkun hemm min ma ghan-
dux sold u mhuwiex fqir fl-ispirtu ghaliex mohhu biss fil-gid ta’ l-art
u ghajjur ghal min ghandu aktar minnu u fir-reghba tieghu mhux kapaci
faghmel bhall-armla tal-Evangelju li tefghet tliet habbiet fit-Tezor tat-tem-
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pju u giet imfahhra mill-Mulej ghax tat kull ma kellha, u dan ghamlitu
ghaliex kienet temmen fil-provvidenza ta’ Alla, kienet temmen li Alla mhux
se jinsiha fil-htigijiet taghha. ‘

Min hu fqir fl-ispirtu jitnikket jara tant hazen, tant ghira fost il-bned-
min minhabba r-rebgha taghhom ghall-gid ta’ l-art, 1i twassalhom biex
‘jaih-,q‘ru ill-ohrajn; il-fqar fl-ispirtu jitnikktu minhabba d-dnubiet tal-bned-
min, minhabba l-mizerja li hawn fid-dinja, minhabba 1-firdiet 1i jezistu fid-
dinja — jitnik‘ktsu ghaliex jafu li l-inkwiet kollu li hawn fid-dinja gej mir-
rabta zejda mad-dinja u ma’ kull ma taghti d-dinja.

II-fqar fl-ispirtu ma jistghux ma jhennux ghal min hu fil-bzonn, ghal
min hu nieqes minn kollox; ma jistghux ma jhabirkux biex ikun hemm
paci fid-dinja, pac¢i mibnija fuq il-gustizzja, li tigi biss meta l-bnedmin
iwarrbu kull ghelt u kull nuqgas ta’ sincerita u kull gideb mill-agir kollu
taghhom.

Il-persekuzzjonijiet

Il-fqar fl-ispirtu, id-dinja ma tahmilhomx ghaliex l-imgiba kollha tagh-
hom hi ¢anfira ghaliha u tippersegwitahom illum mhux kif Kienu jigu per-
segwitati l-insara fl-ewwel zminijiet, bil-mewt u bl-ezilju, imma b’mezzi’
ingas kiefra imma aktar fini. Tl-persekuzzjoni llum ma tigix biss mill-
hafna restrizzjonijiet li ma jhallux genituri jaghtu lil uliedhom l-edukaz-
zjoni li jixtiequ jaghtuhom, li ma jhallux zghazagh iwiegbu ghas-sejha li
Alla jkun®qed jaghmlilhom biex jagduh bhala sacerdoti u religjuzi. Il-per-
sekuzzjoni tigi wkoll mill-ambjent sekularizzat m materjalista li fih il-fqar
fl-ispirtu jridu jghixu llum, fejn kollox huwa permess u kollox ihajjar
ghall-hajja bla razan.

Il-Papa, meta f’Liourdes tkellem fuq dawk il-persekuzzjonijiet, talab
lill-Madonna ghalihom (ara pag. 37). U ahna wkoll bhall-Papa nafdaw
ruhna f’idejn Marija, Ommna uw Omm il-Knisja. Ftit granet ohra se nif-
takru f’meta hi pprezentat lil Binha Gesu fit-Tempju, u x-xwejjah Xmun
habbrilha 1i sejf ta’ niket kellu jinfdilha galbha. Nitolbuha ghalhekk tie-
gaf maghna u taqlalna minghand Binha Gesu I-grazzja li nkunu nifilhu ne-
ghilbu kull tfixkil u kull tigrib 1i jista’ jigina mid-dinja 1i fiha ged nghixu,
1, min-nies taghha, biex nghixu verament bhala fqar fl-ispirtu, u nhennu
" u nhabirku ghal-paci u l-gustizzja, ahna u nzommu galbna safja minn kull
tingis tad-dinja, u nitnikktu ghall-hazen kollu; li naraw madwarna. Izda ma
ghandniex ghax maqtghu galbna, ghax il-Mulej Gesti llum zgurana 1i jekk
infittxu dan kollu, ahna se niksbu s-saltna tas-smewwiet.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Nitolbu 1lum lill-Mulej Gesh biex jaghtina l-grazzja nifhmu t-
taghlim li xandrilna llum biex nghixuh u hekk inkunu henjin u
niksbu s-Saltna ta’ Alla.

Mulej Gest, ieqaf mal-Knisja tieghek hija u tghallimna 1-fagar
fl-ispirtu u ohrogha rebbieha fuq is-setghat kollha tal-hazen.
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Muléfj Gesil, aghti dehen lis-setghanin ta’ I-art ha jhabirku ghall-
paci u l-gustizzja, bil-verita’ u s-sincerita kollha, biex I1labnedm1n
kollha jghixu fis-sliem il-jiem kollha ta’ hajjithom.

Mulej Gesu, kif hennejt ghal-lebbruzi u fejjagthom meta ghext
fid-dinja, henn ghalihom illum ukoll u bierek il-hidma ta’ dawk
kollha li jhallu pajjizhom biex iduru bihom.

Mulej Gesl, uri hniena ma’ min hu galbu marbuta mal-gid ta’
lI-art u hu nieqes mis-safa tal-qalb u mill-hniena u l-moghdrija ghal
hutu l-bnedmin, u aghtih jifhem il-kruha tal-qaghda tieghu,

Mulej Gesu, gqangal fi qlubna soghba u ndiema ghal kemm-il
darba nqasna li nghixu skond it-taghlim li tajtna llum, biex fiz-
zmien li gej nghixu skond 1- Evangel]u tieghek ha nkunu hen]m u
niksbu s-Saltna tas-smewwiet. :

Mulej Gesu Kristu, ghallimna nkunu fqgar fl-ispirtu, aghtina qalb
safja kollha hlewwa, qangal fina guh u ghatx ghall-gustizzja, qaw-
wina kontra kull tigrib li jista’ jigi fugna minhabba s-sewwa u heg-
gigna biex inhabirku ghall-pac¢i fid-dinja, biex inkunu henjin fuq
l-art u niksbu s-Saltna ta’ dejjem. Int 1i tghix u ssaltan ghal® de]]em
ta’ dejjem.

Ir-5 Hadd tas-sena

MELH TA’ L-ART U DAWL TAD-DINJA

I-Hadd li ghadda 1-Mulej Gesu wriena kif ghandha tkun l-imgieba
(taghna biex inkunu henjin f’din id-dinja u niksbu s-Saltna tas-Smewwiét.
Illum, ikompli jghidilna li jekk l-imgieba taghna tkun dik tal-fqar fl-ispirtu,
ta’ dawk 1li jhabirku ghall-paci u l-gustizzja, ta’ dawk li huma umli u
galbhom safja, ta’ dawk li jhennu u jistabru b’kull tigrib 1i jigi fughom
minhabba 1-fidi taghhom, ahna nkunu l-melh ta’ l-art u d-dawl tad-dinja.

Melh ta’ l-art ;

X’irid ighidilna Gesu b’dan il-kliem tieghu? Kif se nkunu l-melh ta’ I-
art? It-twegiba jaghtihielna Gesti stess meta jghidilna li 1-melh meta jag-
ta’ ma jkun jiswa ghal xejn aktar hlief li jintrema barra u jirtifes min-nies.
Ghaliex x’jaghmel il-melh? Jaghti toghma tajba lill-ikel u jzomm ’il boghod
it-tahsir: hidma 1i ma tarahiex, imma li tiswa hafna, hidma umli 1i ssir fis-
skiet u fil-mohbi.
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Hekk ghandha tkun il-hidma tan-nisrani fid-dinja: bl-imgiba kollha tie-
ghu, lis-socjeta li fiha jghix, jaghtiha dehra ta’ socjeta li tixraq lill-bned-
min bhala bnedmin. Ghaliex liema hija -dik is-soc¢jeta li tassew tixraq lill-
bniedem bhala bniedem? Hija dik is-soc¢jeta fejn in-nies ighixu flimkien fis-
sliem, fir-rispett ta’ xulxin u tal-fehmiet ta’ kull wiehed, fejn ilkoll lesti
jighinu wiehed lill-iehor fil-htigijiet kollha taghhom, fejn ma hemmx glied
u piki u ghira u mibgheda, imma, 1koll jahdmu ghalenija ghall-gid tal-ko-
munita kollha. Dan huwa l-ispirtu tal-Evangelju, u n-nisrani huwa fid-dmir
li jimla b’dan l-ispirtu l-ambjent kollu li fih lghlx u jghaddi l-jiem kollha
ta’ hajtu fuq l-art.

In-nisrani jxerred dan l-ispirtu ta’ ghaqda u mhabba bejn kulhadd
mhux b’xi wiri ta’ gawwa u ta’ sahha, mhux b’hafna kliem kbir u mimli
bl-gherf tad-dinja, imma fi-kwiet, minghajr ma jidher, b’imgiba kollha hlew-
wa, tjieba, moghdrija u hniena ma’ kull min jiltaga’ fil-hajja tieghu ta’ kull
fum, imgiba li fiha nfisha tkun espressjoni tal-imhabba tieghu bhala nis-
rani ghal hutu l-bnedmin 1-ohra kollha, ukoll ghal dawk li nagsuh u gham-
lulu d-deni.

Hija l-imgiba ta’ San Pawl meta habbar 1-Evangelju lill-Korintin, kif
smajna fit-tieni qari tal-lum: “Ma gejtx inhabbrilkom ix-xhieda ta’ Alla bi
kliem kbir jew gharef, ...imma gejt ghandkom dghajjef, imbezza’ u mrie-
ghed”: hekk hu n-nisrani, imbezza’ u mrieghed ghax ma jafdax fil-hila
tieghu, imma, imwiezen bil-qawwa tal-grazzja ta’ Alla, ighix ta’ nisrani u
Jgib ruhu ta’ misrani ma’ kulhadd bl-umiltad u s-semplicitad kollha.

Dawl tad-dinja

; Iggib ruhek ta’ nisrani bl-umiltd u s-semplic¢ita kollha ma jfissirx 1i tah-

bi li int nisrani, ma turix li int nisrani biex ma ddejjagx bl-imgiba tieghek
1il min mhux ged ighix ta’ nisrani. Imgiba bhal din hija ¢ahda tal-fidi nis-
ranija, ghaliex in-nisrani, dejjem u kullimkien, irid jaghti quddiem id-dinja
xhieda tal-fidi tieghni.

Hu ghalhekk 1li Gesu n, li a d-dawl tad-dinja, u zied

i d-dawl hadd ma jahbih taht xi ,3\,' a, imma jqieghdu fil-gholi

biex idawwal 1lil kull min itkun fid-dar;

Hekk ghandha tkun l-imgiba ta’ kull nisrani: bl-eghmil kollu tieghu
ghandu jkun ta’ ezempju ghal kulhadd, biex ihajjar lil kulhadd ghas-sew-
wa. Meta ahna nghinu lil min hu fil-bzonn, meta nistabru b’min idejjaq-
na, meta nahfru lil min hu hati ghalina, meta nfittxu li naghmlu 1-gid 1il
kulhadd u naghmlu dan kollu mhux biex ikollna t-tifhir tan-nies, imma
ghaliex inhossu li dan huwa dmir taghna bhala nsara, ghax ghandna nhob-
bu lil kulhadd b’imhabba spiritwali, imbaghad l-eghmil tajjeb taghna jiddi
bhad-dawl fid-dlamijiet tal-hazen u tal-qerq, u bl-imgiba taghna nigbdu lill-
ohrajn ha jaghmlu bhalna u hekk jaghtu glorja lil Alla li hu fis-smewwiet.

Jekk naghmlu dan ikollna barka minn ghand Alla u sliem kotran tul
hajjitna kollha, ghaliex il-Mulej iwettagna bil-grazzja tieghu u jaghtina I-
gawwa kollha biex nirbhu kull tigrib li jista’ jigi fugna minhabba l-imgiba
tajba taghna, ghaliex imgiba bhal din, tqanqal l-ghira tal-hziena, li ma
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fjahmluhiex ghaliex hi canfira ghall-hajja hazina taghhom. Imma t-tigrib li
jigina mill-hziena ma ghandux jaqtaghlna qalbna, izda jimliena bil-kuragg
biex bl-istess imgiba taghna nirbhu ahwa ghal Kristu, biex maghna jaghtu
glorja lil Missierna li hu fis-smewwiet.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Huti eghziez, nitolbu llum il-grazzja li nagharfu s-sejha tagh-
na li nkunu melh ta’ I-art u dawl tad-dinja.

Aghmel, Mulej, li I-poplu li int ksibt ghalik, bl-imgiba tieghu,
jaghti dejjem u f’kull imkien, xhieda tajba tal-verita tal-Evangelju.

Henn ghal d‘&lW‘i{ hutna li bl-imgiba taghhom qed iqgieghdu f’
dawl hazin I-Evangelju tieghek, biex jindmu u jibdlu hajjithom.

Hares mit-tahsir kollu tad-dinja tal-lum is-so¢jeta li fiha gegh-
din nghixu biex ma titlifx qatt id-dehra taghha ta’ so¢jeta nisranija.

Qawwina bil-grazzja tieghek biex b’imgiba xierqa ghas-sejha
taghna bhala nsara nkunu verament melh ta’ l-art u dawl tad-dinja
madwarna.

Mulej Alla li tista’ kollox, ara minn kemm tigrib ninsabu mdaw-
rin u kemm insibuha bi tqgila li naghtu xhieda tajba tal-fidi taghna
bl-imgiba kollha taghna: wettagna bil-grazzja tieghek halli neghil-
bu kull ma qieghed ifixkilna u nkunu dejjem fidili lejn is-sejha
taghna ta’ nsara li ahna. Bi Kristu Sidna.

10 ta’ Frar
WIRT SAN PAWL

Il-Knisja qgieghda tghidilna llum 1i hi haga tajba u xierqa, haga ta’ gid
ghas-salvazzjoni taghna li dejjem m kullimkien inroddu hajr lil Alla, u
specjalment f’dan il-jum ta’ 1-10 ta’ Frar, ghall-wirt- ghaziz tal-fidi nisra-
nija li hallewlna missirijietna u li ahna fid-dmir nghaddu bla mittiefsa-
lil uliedna w 1il ulied uliedna.

Idda dawl fugna

Illum il-Knisja tfakkarna fit-tjieba u 1-hniena li bihom missirijietna
lagghu fosthom lil San Pawl u lil shabu meta raw l-gharqa fuq xtut gzi-
ritna wara li kienu ilhom erbatax-il gurnata mhabbtin ’l1 hawn u ’1 hemm
mill-gilla tal-bahar ma jafux fejn sejrin.
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Tlum il-Knisja tfakkarna kif missirijietna lagghu fosthom ghal tliet
xhur shah lil San Pawl u lil shabu: kienu zgur tliet xhur li San Pawl ma
ghaddihomx ma jaghmel xejn, imma, misjuq mill-imhabba ta’ Kristu, zgur
xandar fostna 1-Bxara t-tajba tas-salvazzjoni u l-Maltin, ghat-tjieba u I-
hniena li wrew ma’ San Pawl u shabu wara l-gharqa, galghu minn ghand
Alla d-don tal-fidi: permezz ta’ San Pawl fuq il-Maltin ta’ dsatax-il mitt
sena ilu, 1i kienu mexjin fid-dlamijiet tal-paganezmu, idda dawl kbir, id-
dawl tal-fidi nisranija, dawl li baqa’ jiddi fuq din l-art helwa li tatna isim-
ha tul iz-zminijiet kollha sal-lum, minkejja t-theddid u t-tigrib kollu li
ghadda minn fuq pajjizna tul il-grajja mqgallba tieghu f'dawn il-mijiet tas-
snin.

Il-mirakli ta’ San Pawl

Illum il-Knisja tfakkarna bil-mirakli ta’ l-ghageb li San Pawl ghamel
fostna, mirakli li wettqu mbaghad il-Kelma li hu xandar fostna u li mis-
sirijietna lagghu bil-ferh kollu ta’ qalbhom. Il-miraklu tal-lifgha 1i telghet
ma’ idejn San Pawl u wasslet 1il missirijietna jahsbu li San Pawl kien xi
qgattiel u ma kienx se jehles mill-gustizzja u li mbaghad, meta raw li ma
gralu xejn, bdew jahsbu li kien xi alla — imma San Pawl, kif kien ghamel
darba f’Listra, meta n-nies ta’ dik il-belt hasbuh alla, Zgur wera lil mis-
sirijietna li kien biss bniedem, imma bniedem li kellu l-missjoni li jghar-
raf lil Alla mhux maghruf lill-gnus pagani. Il-miraklu tal-fejgan ta’ mis-
sier Pubblju, il-princep tal-gzira u l-fejgan tal-morda kollha: San Pawl fej-
jaq lil missirijietna mill-mard tal-gisem, imma zgur fejjaghom ukoll mill-
mard aktar kiefer tar-ruh, ghaliex bieghed minn ruhhom id-dnub u l-gerq
tal-hazen u tahom hajja gdida bil-Maghmudija fi Kristu Gesti.

Kien kbir l-ghadd ta’ dawk li emmnu

Il-Knisja tfakkarna llum, ma’ San''Gwann Grisostmu, li kbir kien ghal-
hekk l-ghadd tal-Maltin li lagghu 1-Bxara t-tajba li habbrilhom San Pawl,
mibghut minn Alla stess fostna fil-kobor ta’ mhabbtu ghalina permezz ta’
tempesta provvidenzjali: “jehtieg nahbtuy ma’ gzira”, qal San Pawl lin-nies
li kienu mieghu fuq il-gifen fl-aqwa tat-tempesta, imnebbah minn Alla.

Il-Knisja tfakkarna llum li 1-Maltin, meta San Pawl gie biex jitlag
minn gziritna biex ikompli I-vjagg tieghu lejn Ruma, ghabbew fuq il-gifen
kull ma kienu jehtiegu b’radd ta’ hajr ghat-thabrik u l-imhabba kollha li
wera maghhom tul it-tliet xhur li dam fostna.

- Inroddu hajr lil Alla

Il-Knisja hija u tfakkarna f’dan kollu llum, tistedinna biex qabel xejn
inroddu hajr 1lil Alla ghaliex fil-provvidenza tieghu ta’ I-ghageb ghogbu li
San Pawl jara l-gharqa u jigi fostna biex ixandrilna 1-fidi u jaghtina tnissil
gdid fi Kristu.

II-Knisja hija u tfakkarna f’dan kollu llum, tistedinna wkoll biex ni-
tolbu lil Alla l-grazzja li nzommu shih u bla mittiefes it-taghlim 1i hu
taghna bil-kelma u bl-ezempju tieghu, u tizgurana li-1-Appostlu tal-Medi-
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terran li xandrilna I-fidi ta’ Kristu, u tana tnissil gdid fi Kristu, gatt ma
sejjer ihalli nieqsa mill-harsien tieghu lil din 1-art imbierka u lill-Maltin kol-
ha 1i jiftahru li huma wlied San Pawl.

It-twissija ta® San Pawl

F’dawn iz-zminijiet tal-lum, 1-Appostlu Missierna nisthajluh gieghed
itennilna dak li qal lill-presbiteri ta’ Efesu, meta, fi trigtu lejn Gerusalem
ried jarahom ghall-ahhar darba. Hu qalilhom: ‘“Hudu hsieb taghkom in-
fuskom ...ghax minn fostkom stess ghad iqumu xi whud li jghallmu dak
li hu kontra s-sewwa.., ghalhekk ifthu ghajnejkom.., u issa nitlagkom
f’idejn Alla u l-kelma tal-grazzja tieghu, il-kelma li ghandha l-qawwa li
tibnikom...” Jalla naghtu dejjem widen ghal din il-kelma li tithabbrilna
kull nhar ta’ Hadd fil-laggha taghna mal-Mulej waqt i¢c-celebrazzjoni tal-
misteri qaddisa, il-Kelma ta’ Alla ki twassalilna 1-Knisja, 1i hi l-kolonna u
l-pedament tal-verita ta’ Kristu.

Dan ghandu jkun ghalina l-ahjar mod kif inroddu hajr lil Alla ghall-
imhabba li wriena meta baghtilna lil San Pawl biex isejhilna ghall-fidi
nisranija mhux bi kliem kbir u gharef, intma bil-gawwa ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu
u b’hafna perswazjoni. Jalla dan inkomplu naghmluh kull sena, il-jiem
kollha ta’ hajjitna, biex il-festa tal-lum ma tkunx tifkira ta’ grajja li sehhet
mijiet ta’ snin ilu, imma tigdid tal-weghda li ghamilu missirijietna lil San
Pawl 1i Malta tibga’ ta’ Kristu, u tkun dejjem ta’ Kristu kemm itulu z-zmi-
nijiet. . ,

TALBA TAL-FIDILI mil-Lezzjonarju tal-Qaddisin pag. 770,

’1,"“5\‘; ] V'p’i :Jl d..» A
IL-HARSIEN TAL-KMANDAMENT]
II-Hadd li ghadda 1-Mulej Gestu qalilna li abina bhald nsara rridu: nkunu
l-melh ta’ l-art u d-dawl. tad-dinja. ‘Ful id-Fldud liigejiin sa qabel:irsRan-
dan, il-Mulej Gesu se jurina p’liema mod nistghu nagdu dan id-dmir taghna.

U dan jaghmlu llum billi jurina kif ghandna nharsu l-kinandamenti ta’ Alla
fil-perfezzjoni kollha taghhom. i

II-Kmandamenti minquxin f’qalb il-bniedem

Alla, meta halaq il-bniedem xbieha tieghu tah ir-raguni, li nistghu ngi-
suha bhala ragg ta’ dawl ta’ 1-gherf ta’ Alla, ta’ dak il-gherf li Alla fassal
sa mill-bidu nett ghas-sebh u l-glorja tieghu, ta” dak il-gherf li ma ghandu
X’jagsam xejn ma’ l-gherf tan-nies tad-dinja 1i ma jwassal imKien, jew
iwassal biex isir dak li mhux sewwa. Kien in-nuggqas ta’ dan l-gherf tal-
hwejjeg tas-sema, ighidilna San Pawl fit-tieni gari tal-lum, li wassal lill- .
kapijiet tal-Lhud u lil Pilatu biex isallbu ’l Kristu: kieku ma fdawx fuq il-
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gherf tal-mexxejja ta’ din id-dinja imma fittxew il-gherf tal—ihwe]]eg ta’
Alla lil Kristu ma kienux isallbuh!

Alla jaghti lil kull bniedem li jigi fid-dinja, il-hila biex jasal ghal dan
l-gherf tal-hwejjeg ta’ Alla, ghaliex fil-qalb ta’ kull bniedem Alla jnaggax
il-ligi tieghu u jaghtih l-ghagal u dehen bizzejjed biex iharisha minghajr
ma jisfurzah jaghmel dan. Ghax Alla halaq lil bniedem b’rajh f’idejh, ge-
ghidlu quddiemu t-tajjeb u l-hazin u hallih fid-dehen tieghu li jaghzel dak
li jrid. Alla ma jisfurzaniex biex naghmlu t-tajjeb, u langas jikkmandana
biex naghmlu d-dnub. L-ghazla hi f'idejna: jekk naghmlu dak li hu skond
il-ligi ta’ Alla ahna jkollna 1-barka tieghu u meta jasal il-waqt niksbu 1-
premju ta’ dejjem; jekk ahna naghmlu dak li jagblilna minghajr ma ngisu
X’inhi r-rieda ta’ Alla u naslu biex niksruha, ahna nkunu nwarrbu 'l Alla
fil-genb u nkunu nichdu l-istess sejha taghna bhala bnedmin, ghaliex Alla
halagna ghahh u galbna ma ssibx mis ‘meh ]ekk m‘hux fih. ’

1on
L8R L6 8 U

dnub u jwassal I-perfezzjoni 1- 5 gi-ta Alla edmint
Il-perfezzjoni. tal-ligi

U meta Kristy gie fid-dinja u- beda l-missjoni tieghu, dan: habbar:
“Jien ma gejtx innehhi 1-ligi imma gejt biex inwassalha ghall-perfezzjoni,
ghalhekk kull min ihares il-ligi ta’ Alla sa l-icken tikka taghha, dan ikun
kbir fis-saltna tas-smewwiet.” Dan smajna 1-Mulej Gesu jghidilna fl-Evan-
gelju tal-lum. U qalilna wkoll Gesli, permezz ta’ xi ezempiji, kif ghandna
nharsu 1-ligi ta’ Alla sa l-icken tikka fil-perfezzjoni kollha taghha.

Gesu semmielna llum tlieta mill-kmandamenti ta’ Alla biex jurina kif
ghandna nharsuhom bhala nsara bil-perfezzjoni kollha.

- Il-kmandament “la togtolx” jitlob minna l-ewwelnett li nghozzu I-
hajja ta’ kull bniedem 1i jigi fid-dinja sa mill-ewwel mument tat-tnissil
tieghu fil-guf, ghaliex il-hajja hi don ta’ Alla u ebda bniedem ma ghandu
setgha fuqha, langas fuq hajtu stess. 1zda I-kmandament “la toqtolx” jitlob
ukoll minna 1i nevitaw il-glied, il-vjolenza, il-firda, l-ghira, il-mibgheda u
dak kollu li jwassal il-bnedmin biex ikunu eghdéwwa ta’ xulxin. In-nisrani,
biex ihares il-ligi ta’ Alla fil-perfezzjoni kollha taghha, ma jista’ jkun gha-
du ta’ hadd, imma l-habib ta’ kulhadd u jhobb u jaghmel il-gid ukoll lil
min jaghmillu d-deni. U ghalhekk 1j 1-Mulej ighidilna llum li meta nkunu
se ntelghu l-offerta taghna fuq l-altar u niftakru li ahna miggieldin ma’
xi hadd, ghandna l-ewwel naghmlu pac¢i u mbaghad nersqu naghmlulu 1-
offerta taghna. Alla ma jaccettax l-offerti ta’ dawk li ma ghandhomx im-
habba ghal kulhadd. Hu ghalhekk 1i I-Knisja tridna naghtu l-paci lil xulxin
gabel nersqu ghall-mejda tal-Mulej biex nitqarbnu. Jalla s-sinjal tal-paci li
naghtu lil xulxin ikun tassew sinc¢ier u ma jeskludi ’l hadd. Ma nkunux bhal
dawk li fil-knisja jogoghdu ’l boghod minn xi hadd biex ma juruhx sinjal
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ta’ paci: b’hekk ikunu ged igarrqu bihom infushom biss imma mhux b’Alla
li jara fil-qalb ta’ kull bniedem.

Taghmlux adulterju

Il-kmandament “La taghmilx adulterju” jitlob minna l-insara li nzom-
mu ’l boghod minna kull ma jista’ jnigges is-safa ta’ ruhna u ta’ gisimna,
mhux biss l-eghmil, imma wkoll kull xewqa u kull hsieb ta’ zina: gisimna
gie mgaddes ghal Alla fil-Maghmudija u huwa tempju tal-Ispirtu s-Santu u
ghalhekk ma ghandu gatt ikun mezz u okkazjoni biex noffendu ’l Alla.

Dan il-kmandament jitlob minna wkoll il-harsien tal-qdusija taz-zwieg
u tar-rabta tieghu li ma tinhall qatt, ghaliex dak li Alla ghaqgad ma jistax
ihollu I-bniedem. Dawk li jizzewgu fi Kristu, jinghaqdu flimkien f’imhabba
li tixbah l-ghagda ta’ Kristu mal-Knisja, u kull ma jhedded jew inigges din
ir-rabta huma nuqqgas, huwa offiza ghall-qdusija taz-zwieg nisrani.

La tahlifx

Fl-ahharnett il-Mulej kellimna llum fuq il-half, fuq meta nahilfu qud-
diem Alla li se nzommu l-kelma 1li tajna lil haddiehor. Il-bnedmin jahilfu
1 xulxin biex juru li huma sincieri fil-weghdiet li jaghmlu lil xulxin, u
dan jaghmluh ghaliex kemm-il darba jongsu mis-sincerita, juru haga b’ohra,
jigbdu, igarrqu b’xulxin, u sa jaslu wkoll biex jahilfu bil-falz, isejhu ’l
Alla bhala xhud ta’ xi haga li hi gidba. Hemmx xi haga aghar mihn hekk?
Ghalhekk Gesu jghidilna llum li jekk ahna rridu nghixu tassew ta’ nsara
ghandna nkunu dejjem sinc¢ieri ma’ kulhadd, ma nigdbu qgatt, ghaliex fejn
ma hemmx sinceritd ma hemmx imhabba, u n-nisrani veru jghix fl-im-
habba. Jalla nkunu sincieri dejjem fl-imgiba kollha taghna, biex dejjem
jemmnuna u jogoghdu fug kliemna minghajr ebda bzonn li nahllfu li ged
nghidu s-sewwa. Hekk ghandhom ikunu Il-veri nsara.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Nitolbu lill-Mulej Alla llum biex jaghtina I-grazzja li nharsu
dejjem il-kmandamenti tieghu sa l-icken tikka, fil-perfezzjoni kollha
taghhom, ha niksbu s-saltna ta’ dejjem.

Wettaq, Mulej, il-Knisja fil-missjoni taghha 1i tghallem lid-
dinja l-kmandamenti tieghek fil-perfezzjoni kollha taghhom.

Henn ghal dawk kollha li minhabba l-injoranza taghhom jew
l-ebusija ta’ rashom qged jiksru l-kmandamenti tieghek: wassalhom
ghall-indiema ha jergghu jinhabbu mieghek.

Dawwal il-fehma tas-setghanin ta’ l-art biex il-ligijiet i jagh-
mlu ma jmorru qatt kontra 1-ligi mgaddsa tieghek.
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Ghallimna nghozzu I-kmandamenti tieghek sal-icken tikka biex
nikbru fiimhabbtek u niksbu s-saltna ta’ dejjem.

Mulej Alla i tista’ kollox, kemm-il darba ngasna mill-harsien
tal-kmandamenti tieghek: henn ghalina u ahfrilna u wettagna f’im-
habbtek biex mil-lum ’il quddiem bil-hegga kollha ta’ galbna nimxu
fit-triq tal-kmandamenti tieghek. Bi Kristu Sidna.

. Ir-7 Hadd tas-sena
L-IMHABBA TA’ L-EGHDEWWA

Il-Hadd li ghadda 1-Mulej Gesu beda jurina b’liema mod huwa wassal
ghall-perfezzjoni 1-kmandamenti tal-Mulej: fost il-kmandamenti li fughom
kellimna, kien hemm il-kmandament “La toqtox” w ahna rajna li dan il-
kmandament ifisser mhux biss li ghandna nirrispettaw u nghozzu l-hajja
sa mill-ewwel mument tat-tnissil taghha fil-guf, ghaliex hi don ta’ Alla,
imma wkoll ghandna nevitaw kull xorta ta’ vjolenza u ma naghmlu deni
lil hadd, langas lil min nagasna u ghamlilna hafna deni.

Illum -il-Mulej ikompli jishaq fuq dan il-precett u jghidilna il mhux
biss ma ghandniex naghmlu deni lil min ghamlilna d-deni, imma ghandna
ritwali lil min wera rufiu bhala ghadu taghna.

Dan Gesu jghidulna huwa u jikkorreggi zewg fehmiet tal-Lhud dwar
l-imgiba li wiehed ghandu jkollu ma’ min ikun nagsu.

Tiqgfulhomx il-hZiena

“Ghajn b’ghajn, sinna b’sinna.” Hekk kienu jghidu I-Lhud, u hekk
ghadhom jghidu sal-lum hafna nies. Imma dan mhux l-ispirtu nisrani,
mhux l-ispirtu tal-Evangelju, kif jurina Gesu llum bl-ezempji li jaghtina
ha jghidilna li ma ghandniex inpattu b’dedi 1li nircievu, imma npattuh
bil-gid.

Tigfulhomx lill-hziena, ighidilna Gesti: jekk xi hadd ihebb ghalik u
Juza l-vjoenza mieghek, kun kalm u twegbux bil-vjolenza, ghaliex il-vjo-
lenza tnissel vjolenza: taf kif tibda imma qatt ma se tkun taf sa fejn se
tasal. Ghal kull eghmil ta’ vjolenza wiegeb bis-sabar, bil-hniena, bil-mogh-
drija: huma dawn il-mezzi 1i bihom iggib fix-xejn w zzarma lil min irid
juza vjolenza mieghek. :

U jkompli jghidilna Gesu, jekk xi hadd jiffittak u jdejgek, stabar
bih u pprova kkuntentah f’dak li jrid biex tevita l-inkwiet u tghix fil-paci;
lil min jitolbok l-ghajnuna tirroftahielux, ukoll jekk f’dak il-mument ghan-
dek hafna x’jinkwietak u jehodlok rasek!

Dan ghandna naghmluh, biex ma’ nies 1li jdejquna, ma’ nies li jagh-
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mlulna l-hsara u jridu jgarrqu bina, nuru x’inhi l-vera mhabba, dik l-im-
habba li tkun verament tixbah l-imhabba 1i Kristu wera ghalina l-bnedmin.

Bhala nsara ghandna nhobbu b’dan 'il-mod, ghax bhala nsara ghandna
nkunu qaddisin, kif gaddis hu Alla. Ghalhekk ighidilna 1-Mulej illum kif
kien qal lil-Lhud fi Zmien il-patt il-qadim permezz ta’ Mose’: “La tbejjitx
’il huk f’qalbek, imma lil ghajrek wissih u erga’ wissih ...Ja tithallasx b’
idejk u la zzommx f’qalbek ghal ulied niesek, imma hobb l ghajrek bhalek
innifsek”,

Dan il-kliem ta’ Alla mill-Ktieb tal-Levrtrku jurina car li fi zmien il-
Patt il-qadim, ukoll Alla ordna illl-poplu tieghu jhobb lil min jaghmillu d-
deni, 1i jhobb l-ghajru bhala nnifsu.

L-eghdewwa huma wkoll proxxmu

Izda 1-Lhud tal-imghoddi fehmu hazin dan il-precett, kif jurina Kristu
stess illum, ghax il-Lhud bdew igisu bhala proxxmu taghhom biss in-nies
ta’ genshom, u mhux il-barranin, u l-precett tal-Mulej bidluh fi precett
tal-bnedmin, u bdew ighallmu: “Hobb il-proxxmu tieghek u:obghod il-ghadu
tieghek.’’

Izda Gesu jghidilna: “Hobbu wghmlu 1-gic
min jippersegwitakom,” ghaliex hek 1 ~ , E—.%i‘ hu gac
Alla. ' Jekk inhiobbu biss hl min 1a0nmhlna 1—01d ma nkunn\ ahjar mill-
pagani u l-hziena, ghax dawn ukoll, minkejja 1-hazen taghhom, mhux sej-
rin ma jaghmlux gid lil hbiebhom. Inkunu veri nsara mhux jekk inkunu
bhall-pagani, bhan-nies tad-dinja li jhallsu b’gid il-gid li jsirilhom; inkunu
veri nsara meta nkunu nixbhu lil Alla li jxerred kull xorta ta’ gid fuq
kulhadd, u mhux biss fug dawk li jhobbuh u jharsu 1-ligi mgaddsa tieghu.
Il-hziena, lil dawk li jehduha kontra tieghu u jiksru I-ligi mgaddsa tieghu,
Alla ma jgibhomx fix-xejn, ma jeqridhomx b’nar mis-sema, imma jaghti-
hom in-nifs u l-hajja u jipprovdilhom l-ghajxien ta’ kull jum, bhalma jagh-
mel lil dawk li jhobbuh, ghax Alla jhobb lil kulhadd u jrid li kulhadd isalva
u jaghti zmien ghall-indiema wkoll lill-aktar hziena fost il-hziena.

Hekk irridu nkunu ahna biex inkunu wlied Missierna li hu fis-smew-
wiet. M’hijiex haga hafifa din, ghax 1-imhabba ta’ l1-eghdewwa tmur kon-
tra I-gherf tad-dinja, li hu bluha quddiem Alla, kif smajna lil San Pawl
fighidilna fit-tieni qgari tal-lum.

Bhala nsara li bil-Maghmudija sirna tempju ta’ Alla u ghamara tal-
Tspirtu s-Santu, ma ghandniex inhallu l-gherf tan-nies tad-dinja jgarraq
bina, ma ghandniex nghixu skond il-fehmiet tan-nies tad-dinja, imma f’kull
haga li naghmlu, nahsbu u nghidu, ghandna ngibu ruhna bhala membri ta’
Kristu, ir-Ras u l-Imghallem taghna, ghaliex, kif ighidilna San Pawl illum,
“ahna ta’ Kristu, u Kristu hu ta’ Alla”. Nghixu mela bhala dixxipli. ta’
Kristu u nhobbu u nitolbu ghal min ighamlilna d-deni kif talab Kristu
ghalina li sallabnih bi dnubietna.
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TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Nltolbu ’l Alla Ilum isawwab fina I-Ispirtu qaddis tieghu biex
]aghtma 1-gherf u d-dehen kollu li nehtiegu ha nharsu fil- peTfEZZ]O-
ni kollha tieghu 1-precett ta’ l-imhabba.

i Teqaf Mulej, mal-Knisja tieghek hija u thabbar lid-dinja 1-ghana
bla gjies ta’ mhabbtek ghalina 1-bnedmin.

Dawwal _il-‘feﬂ‘hrma tal-bnedmin kollha li hawn fid-dinja biex
jifhmu li huma lkoll ahwa u ghalhekk ghandhom ighixu flimkien
fis-sliem tul il-jiem kollha ta’ hajjithom:.

Qangal qlub dawk 1i ghandhom hsibijiet ta’ hsara, ta’ vendetta
u ta’ vjolenza kontra I-bnedmin huthom biex iwarrbuhom mill-feh-
ma taghhom,

Thallix il-hazen li hawn fina u madwarna jeghlibna, imma agh-
tina I-grazzja li nirbhu l-hazen bil-gid li naghmlu.

Mulej, Missier qaddis, Alla ta’ dejjem li tista’ kollox, ghal-
hmna nghixu flimkien fl-imhabba biex inkunu tassew uliedek. Bi
Kristu Sidna.

Ir-8 Hadd tas-sena
IL-PROVVIDENZA TA’ ALLA

Fit-tieni qari tal-lum San Pawl ighidilna b’liema mod l-insara ghand-
hom iharsu lejn il-ministri ta’ Alla. Huma bnedmin bhall-bnedmin 1-ohra
dghajfa u mjdinbin, izda huma gew imsejhin minn Alla stess biex ikunu
ministri tieghu biex iwasslu 1-Kelma tieghu lil-poplul li hu ghazel ghalih
u biex iwasslulu t-talb u x-xewgat u 1-htigijiet ta’ dan il-poplu tieghu,
waqt li jiccelebraw il-misteri gaddisa. {

Kull xorta ta’ gid fuq kRulhadd

Rispett u mhabba ghall-ministri ta’ Alla

Il-ministri ta’ Alla, ikompli jghidilna San Pawl, huma amministraturi
tal-hwejjeg ta’ Alla, tal-misteri gaddisa, uw bhala amministraturi huma mis-
tennija li jagdu dmirhom bil-fedelta kollha, kif irid Alla u mhux biex
joghgbu lin-nies.

Kemm-il darba n-nies jehduha kontra l-ministri ta’ Alla ghaliex il-
Kelma ta’ Alla 1i jhabbru waqt i¢-celebrazzjoni tal-misteri gaddisa m:
tkunx toghgobhom, ma jdoqgx ghalihom, tmur kontra l-fehmiet taghhom,
li ma humiex fehmiet ta’ Alla imma fehmiet tal-bnedmin.
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Ezempju ta’ dan taghtihulna llum il-Knisja hija u tkellimna fuq il-
htiega li nafdaw u nemmnu fil-Provvidenza ta’ Alla.

Il-ministri ta’ Alla ma jistghux ma jheggux kontinwment lill-insara biex
jafdaw fil-Provvidenza ta’ Ala u jfittxu li jharsu dejjem il-ligi mgaddsa tie-
ghu, ghax, jekk dan jaghmluh, Alla zgur jipprovdilhom il-hobza ta’ kull
jum, kull ma jehtiegu biex ighixu hajja li tixirqilnom bhala bnedmin.
“Togoghdux tinkwetaw ruhkom u tghidu: ‘X’se nieklu?’ jew X’se nilbsu?”
... Missierkom li hu fis-smewwiet jaf li dan kollu tehtieguh. Mela fittxu 1-
ewwel is-Saltna u l-gustizzja tieghu u dan kollu jinghatalkom ukoll.” 11-
ministri ta’ Alla ma jistghu jieqfu qatt ihabbru din il-verita: imma kemm
insara jaghtu widen ghal din, it-thabbira? kemm insara jemmnu verament:
li Alla se jipprovdilhom il-mehtieg kollu tal-hajja ghalihom u ghal ulied-
hom, jekk huma jharsu 1-ligi ta’ Alla sa l-ingas tikka taghha?

Il-fidi fil-provvidenza

In-nuggas ta’ fidi hajja fil-Provvidenza ta’ Alla qieghed f4wassal
kotra kbira ta’ nsara biex jiksru l-ligi ta’ Alla u ma jaghtux widen, ghal
dak li tghallem il-Knisja dwar, il-qdusija taz-zwieg u tal-familja." i

II-Knisja tgvhallemf li I-hajja hija don ta’ Alla li l-genituri Alla jse-
hibhom mieghu biex jigi bniedem iehor fid-dinja, 1i kull att taz-zwieg hu
att kbir ta’ mhabba li bih il-mizzewgin jaghtu lilhom infushom lil xulxin
kollhom kemm huma biex minnu, bhala frott ta’ mhabbithom, tohrog hajja
gdida. Din hija 1-ligi tas-Saltna u tal-gustizzja a’ Alla. Tl-kotra 1-kbira ta’
l-insara dan jafuh, imma ged isibuha bi tqgila 1i fiz-zminijiet tal-lum din
il-ligi jharsuha, ghax, ghidulek: “Kif tista’ tlahhaq mal-hajja? tifel iehor
ifisser hadd iehor biex titimghu, tlibbsu, tedukah: Kkif tista’ tlahhaq illum
ma’ l-ispejjez li trid ghal dan kollu?” Veru li 1-Knisja tghidlek biex tidhol
ghat-tnissil ta’ l-ulied b’sens kbir ta’ responsabbilta, imma l-mezzi 1i tis-
suggerilek fil-Knisja jitolbu kontroll 1i ma jehtiguhx il-mezzi 1-ohra li holqu
l-bnedmin u li jmorru kontra t-taghlim tal-Knisja, u ghalhekk hafna ma
jfittxuhomx.

Hafna nsara, minhabba dan, mhux qed ighixu l-hajja misranija fil-
milja kollha taghha: imorru 1-Quddies, imma ma jersqux ghall-mejda tal-
Mulej, ma jfittxux is-sagrament tar-rikonciljazzjoni ghax ma ghandhomx
il-fehma ‘1i ma jkomplux jiksru I-ligi ta’ Alla huma u juru mhabbithom
ghal xulxin fiz-zwieg.

Alla mhu se jonqosna qatt

; U dan ged jaghmluh ghaliex ma ghandhomx fidi fil-Provvidenza ta’
Alla. Ghalhekk il-Knisja llum ged tistedinhom b’herqa kbira biex jafdaw
f’Alla. u ma jkomplux jiksru I-ligi tieghu waqt li bi kliem il-profeta Isaija
tghidilhom: “Tista’ omm tinsa t-tarbija taghha u ma tiehux hsiebha?”’ Haga
bhal din tmur kontra l-istess natura ta’ l-omm, u ghalhekk ma tistax tkun.
Izda jista’ jigri 1i xi omm snaturata tichad frott hdanha, izda qatt ma
* hu se jigri li Alla jinsa, lil dawk 1i jafdaw fih.

144



“Jekk Alla,” ighidilna Gesu stess, “iiehu hsieb sa l-icken hlejjaq
tieghu, bhalma huma l-aghsafar tal-bejt u 1-gilji ta’ l-eghlieqi, sejjer ma
jiehux hsieb taghna l-bnedmin, li halagna ftit ingas mill-angli, zejjinna bid-
dehen u l-ghagal u gieghedna fugq il-hlejjaq kollha ta’ idejh?”’ A

Ma nhallux ir-rabta zejda ghall-kumditajiet tal-hajja tal-lum twas-
salna biex niksru 1-ligi ta’ Alla; ma nhallux jeghlibna l-hsieb li nkunu mhux
ingas mill-girien fit-tizjin ta’ darna u fil-hajja }i nghixu bil-kumditajiet kol-
lha taghha, u naslu biex naqtghu galbna mill-provvidenza ta’ Alla u nik-
sru l-ligi tieghu. “Ghin ruhek u Alla jghinek”, ighid il-Malti — naghmlu
l-parti taghna biex mghixu hajja ta’ nsara skond kif tghallimna 1-Knisja,
u naraw kemm verament Alla jghinna u jipprovdilna kull ma nehtiegu
ghall-hajja xierqa fid-dinja tal-lum!

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Nitolbu llum lil Alla 1-Missier 1i jista’ kollox biex inissel fi
qlubna fiducja kbira fil-provvidenza tieghu, halli b’qalb qawwija
nirbhu d-diffikultajiet kollha tal-hajja tal-lum.

Ieqaf, Mulej, mal-Knisja tieghek hija u tistedinna nfittxu s-
Saitna u l-gustizzja tieghek biex ma jkun jonqosna xejn minn dak
li nehtiegu ghall-hajja fid-dinja tal-lum.

Dawwal il-fehma tas-setghanin ta’ l-art biex jagharfu jgassmu
sewwa [1-gid tad-dinja 1i ghandhom fdat lilhom halli hadd ma jbati
l-guh u jghix fil-mizerja.

Qawwi qalb dawk kollha li minhabba l-qaghda li fiha jinsabu
tilfu kull tama fil-provvidenza tieghek u ieqaf maghhom fil- htlgl]let
kollha taghhom.

Kun maghna biex qatt ma tonqosna I-fiduc¢ja fil-provvidenza
tieghek ahna u nharsu I-ligi mqaddsa tieghek fil-perfezzjoni kollha
taghha.

Mulej Alla taghna, int hlaqgt id-dinja u kull ma fiha, u tiehu
hsieb l-eghmejjel kollha ta’ idejk: gawwi fina I-fidi fil-provviden-
za tieghek biex ma nongsu qatt mill-harsien tal-kmandamenti tie-
ghek. Bi Kristu Sidna. -
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Ir-9 Hadd tas-sena
FIDI MIBNIJA FUQ IL-BLAT

Erbat Ihdud ilu 1-Mulej Gesu, meta qalilna li hu ma giex biex inehhi
l-kmandamenti, imma biex iwassalhom ghall-perfezzjoni, galilna wkoll li
Alla halliena rajna f’idejna naghzlux li nharsu l-kmandamenti jew le, halla
fid-dehen taghna naghzlux 1i rridu, it-tajjeb bil-harsien tal-kmandamenti
jew il-hazin bil-ksur taghhom.

Illum jerga’ jgeghdilna quddiemna din il-ghazla, huwa u jghidilna:
“Ikollkom il-barka ta’ Alla jekk tharsu l-kmandamenti tieghi, imma jkol-
lkom is-sahta jekk ma tharsuhomx u tfittxu allat ohra.”

' L-allat ohra li fughom il-Mulej gieghed ikellimna llum, huma I-allat
tan-nies ta’ zminijietna: ir-reghba ghall-flus u ghall-unuri, ir-reghba ghas-
setgha u ghall-hakma, il-glied u 1-vjolenza, il-gideb u n-nuggas ta’ sincerita,
hwejjeg kollha li huma ksur tal-ligi ta’ Alla, kif rajna fil-Hdud li ghaddew.

Ghandna nghixu ta’ nsara

Mhux bizzejjed li nghidu li ahna nsara, jehtieg nghixu ta’ nsara. Mhux
kull min ighid ‘“Mulej, Muej”, jidhol fis-saltna tas-sema, isalva, imma biss
kull min jaghmel ir-rieda ta’ Alla.

Nistghu nharsu bir-reqga kollha l-precett tal-Quddies kull nhar ta’
Hadd, nistghu naghtu mhux centezmi imma liri ghat-tizjin u I-festi tal-
knisja taghna u 'ghall-opri tal-Knisja f’Malta, imma jekk qgalbna hija’' bo-
ghod minn Alla, jekk dak li naghmlu ged naghmluh ghall-ghajnejn in-nies
biex ikollna t-tifhir taghhom, jekk f’qalbna nbejtu I-mibgheda ghal xi hadd,
jekk ahna m’ahniex lesti nahfru lil min hu hati ghalina, jekk inkomplu
niftakru fil-htijiet 1i sarulna u nahilfu li ma ninsewhom qatt, meta nidhru
quddiem il-Mulej fit-tmiem ta’ hajjitna f’din id-dinja, hu se jghidilna: “Lil-
kom ma nafkomx, warrbu minn quddiemi intom li taghmlu l-hazen.”

Dan ghaliex juri li ma ghandux fidi min jaghmel il-hazen, min jaghmel
dak li ma jridx Alla u jikser il-kmandament tal-imhabba tal-proxxmu,
waqt li fl-istess hin imur il-knisja u quddiem in-nies jidher bhala nisrani
tajjeb. i \ '

Il-htiega tal-grazzja

Fit-tieni gari tal-lum San Pawl qgalilna li mhux bizZejjed inharsu dak
li titlob il-ligi, dak li jitolbu l-precetti tal-Knisja: nehtiegu wkoll il-grazzja
ta’ Alla biex insalvaw, il-grazzja niksbuha bil-fidi fi Kristu Gest, 1i miet
ghalina u bid-demm 1i xerred ghalina kisbilna I-mahfra tad-dnubiet. Ghal-
hekk jekk.ahna nharsu dak li titlob minna I-ligi, biex nidhru quddiem in-.
nies wagqt li f’qalbna hemm kull xorta ta’ hazen, ahna m’ahniex ta’ Kristu,
m’ahniex mexjin fit-triq li twassal ghas-salvazzjoni ghax m’ghandniex il-
grazzja ta’ Alla, u qed nibnu s-salvazzjoni taghna fuq ir-ramel.

Ghaliex dan? Ghaliex m’ahniex naghtu widen ghall-kelma ta’ Alla li
tithabbrilna kull nhar ta; Hadd waqt i¢-celebrazzjoni tal-misteri gaddisa. Il-
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Mulej ma jghidilniex biss biex immorru 1-Quddies u nghinu l-opri tal-
Knisja, imma jghidilna biex nindmu w nemmnu fil-Bxara t-tajba, biex in-
zommu ruhna ’l boghod mid-dnub u I-gerq tal-hazen, biex inpattu bil-gid
id-deni li jaghmlulna, biex nghixu fl-imhabba ta’ xulxin.

Meta naghmlu dan, inkunu geghdin nibnu fuq is-sod il-hajja taghna
bhala nsara, u jigri X’jigri 1-fidi taghna tibga’ shiha u ma ncéedux quddiem
it-theddid kollu tal-hazen li hawn madwarna, gisna bnejna d-dar tal-fidi
taghna fuq il-blat. Jistghu jqumu l-irwiefen kollha tal-hazen u tal-gerq,
Jistghu jahtbu ghalina 1-widien kollha tat-tigrib u tal-hemm, ahna nibgghu
sodi u ma nic¢caqalqux, nibgghu nemmnu u nittamaw ghax nafu li Alla
ghal dawk li jemmnu fih hu blata ta’ kenn ghalihom, fortizza li jsalvahom.

Izda jekk ahna nsara biss minn barra, u galbna hija boghod minn
Alla d-dar tal-fidi taghna hi mibnija fuq ir-ramel u ma’ I-icken tigrib, ma’
l-ewwel diffikultajiet, il-fidi taghna tiggarraf u tigi fix-xejn u bla ebda
mwtmn ta ‘hadd ma narawhiex bi tqila li nistqarru li ma nemmnux aktar,

ghax hekk ikun jagblilna. Tkunu biss insara ta’ l-isem li nnikktu 1-Knisja ta’
i{‘é tu ‘ miiba taghna u nkunu ta’ tigrif ghal min hu sin¢ier, imma dghaj-
jef;, fil-fidi“tieghu. - . ma nkunux insara ta’ din ix-xora, insara taparsi,
ghaliex ink \garrqu biss bina nfusna y ngibu fugna s-sahta u mhux il-
0; a Al l

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Nitolbu llum lill-Mulej Alla taghna biex ikun blata“ta’ kenn
ghalina kontra t-tigrib kollu tal-hajja fid-dinja tal-lum biex nibqghu
shah fil-fidi u fidili ghat-taghlim tal-Knisja.

Wettaq, Mulej, il-Knisja tieghek fil-missjoni taghha biex tfe-
hemna kif inharsu 1-ligi tieghek u nzommuha b’qalbna kollha,

Sahhah u qawwi galb dawk kollha li jittamaw fik biex ma jit-
beghdux mit-triq it-tajba u jfittxu li ]aghmlu dejjem ir-rieda mqad-
dsa tieghek.

Sejjah 'l'ur-a ghat-triq it-tajba lil dawk hutna 1i tbieghdu minnha
biex ifittxu allat ohra, l-allat ta’ zminijietna, ir-reghba ghall-flus u
ghas-setgha, ghall-gideb u l-gerq, ghall-vjolenza u ghas-serq.

Ghallimna nfittxu dejjem dak li joghgob lilek u li trid int, biex -
nibnu fis-sod id-dar tal-fidi taghna u nibqghu shah f’kull tlgrib li
jista’ jigi fugna u jhedded il-fidi taghna.

Mulej Alla taghna, ara minn kemm tigrib ninsabu mheddin
f’dan iz-zmien li fih qeghdin u kemm insibu tfixkil bex nghixu
hajja verament nisranija: wettagna bil-grazzji tieghek biex ma ni¢-
hdu qatt is-sejha taghna ta’ nsara u nibgghu dejjem fidili lejk fil-
harsien tal-kmandamenti tieghek. Bi Kristu Sidna.
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IL-LIGI TAD-DEVOLUZZJONI DWAR CERTA PROPRJETA’ TA’ KNEJJES

A. L-ISTQARRIJIET LI GHAMLU L-ISQFIJIET

15

Mons. Guzeppi Mercieca, Arcis-
qgof ta’ Malta, u Mons. Nikol
Cauchi, Isqof ta’ Ghawdex, li lil-

hom Alla fdalhom, ir-responsabbil- .

ta pastorali tad-djocesijiet tagh-
hom, saru jafu, b’niket Kkbr, li I-
Gvern Malti bi hsiebu jaghmel ligi
dwar materja li tolqgot mill-grib il-
hidma u l-istess hajja tad-djocesi-
jiet taghhom, u dan minghajr ma
l-isgfijiet setghu jaghtu I-kontri-
but taghhom, u minghajr ma ngha-
ta kaz tal-htigijiet spiritwali 1i I-
poplu Malti jhoss fil-fond ta’ qalbu.

L-isqfijiet Maltin huma zguri li
Alla mhux se jitlaghom wehed-
hom f’qaghda hekk difficli bhal
din.
diet f’dawn.l-ahhar granet bejn is-

Mill-korrispondenza li ghad- «

L-ewwel stqarrija ta’ I-Isqfijiet Maltin

Santa, Sede u 1-Gvern. Malti, l-is-
gfijiet jinnotaw 1li 1-Gvern Malti
ma ghalagx il-bieb biex jitkompla
djalogu li, fil-fatt, ga ta, u zgur
kien se jaghti, fi zmjen qasir haf-
na, ir-rizultati mixtieqa miz-zewg
nahat, ;

L-Isqfijiet, huma u jiftakru fi
kliem San Pawl li grajna llum; “II-
gawwa tieghi tidher fl-aqwa tagh-
ha fejn hemm id-dghajjef”, b’fidi
gawwija, jitolbu ’l Alla -1i jista’
kollox biex imexxihom, fil-missjoni
taghhom ta’ rghajja ta’ dawn il-
gzejjer, u jheggu lill-fidili biex jis-
siehbu ‘maghhom f’talb imheggeg,
taht il-harsien tal-Imgaddsa Ver-
gni Marija, Omm ’il-Knisj/a.

2. Dikjarazzjoni tal-Konferenza Episkopali Maltija dwar il-Quddies

L-Ewkaristija hija 1l-qofol tal-
Hajja - Nisranija, L-Ewkaristija
ssehh permezz tal-Quddiesa. Meta
titgaddes quddiesa jiggedded is-
sagrificcju ta’ Kristu fuq is-salib
li bih ihabbibna mill-gdid ma’ Alla
I-Missier u hekk nistghu nilhqu I-
ghan li- ghalih halaqna, jigifieri li
nghixu tajjeb f’din l-art u ngawduh
imbaghad fis-sema.

Minn dan jidher ¢ar li bil-qud-
diesa ahna bhala wlied Alla nagh-
tu gima lill-Missier taghna tas-se-
ma, inroddulu hajr ghall-gid kollu

li jaghtina, inpattulu ghall-infedel- -

ta u l-Atijiet taghna u ta’ hutna 1-
bnedmin u nitolbuh @ il-htigijiet
taghna ghar-ruh u ghall-gisem, Fil-
Quddiesa ahna nitolbu mhux gha-
lina u ghal hutna hajjin biss, izda,

kif emmnu l-insara sa mijll-ewwel
zmenijiet, nitolbu wkoll ghall-ghe-
ziez taghna u ghall-mejtin kollha li
ghexu gabilna u mietu fil-paci ta’
Kristu. Dan nifhmu ahna l-insara
meta nsemmu 1-Quddies b’suffragju
ghall-mejtin. .

Dan kollu jsehh meta hemm I-
Ewkaristija, 'izda ma jkunx hemm
Ewkaristija fejn ma hemmx sacer-
dot. Ghalhekk ahna li nhobbu I-
Ewkaristija jehtieg naraw li jkun
hemm, ghadd bizzejjed ta’ sacerdo-
ti, f’kull Zzmien u fi hdan kull ko-
munita nisranija, 1i jkomplu din il-
missjoni mibdija minn Kristu u li

- riedha tibga’ ssehh ghaz-zmenijiet

kollha. Ghand dawn l-istess sacer-
doti l-insara li jemmnu jirrikorru
biex ighammdu t-tfal taghhom,



biex igerru, biex jizzewgu u biex
isibu I-farag u-l-kuragg fil-proble-
mi morali taghhom fid-dawl ta’ 1-
Evangelju 1i jxandrulhom; u aktar
u aktar imbaghad wagqt ‘il-hin I-iz-
jed iebes ta’ hajjithom meta jkunu
waslu biex ihally din id-dinja u ji-
gu wic¢ imb’'wice ma’ Alla.

Kien sewwa sew ghal dan l-is-
kop li l-insara sa mit-twaqqif tal-
Knisja hassew id-dmijr u, l-bzonn li
jipprovdu ghall-ghixien tas-sacer-
doti, kif gal Gesu lit-72 dixxiplu
tieghu: “il-haddiem haqqu hlasu”
(Lg. 10,7). Ghall-insara ta’ kull
zmijen, u ta’ kullimkien tghodd it-
twissija ta’ I-Appostlu Pawlu lill-
insara ta’ Korintu: “Ma tafux li
min iservi fit-tempju jiekol mit-
tempju- u dawk 1li jservu l-altar
jagsmu ma’ l-altar? Hekk ukoll il-
Mulej ordna li dawk i jxandru 1-
Evangelju jghixu mijll-Evangelju”
(1 Kor. 9, 13-14). Dan ifisser li I-
insara huma fid-dmir 1li jahsbu
ghall-ghlixien tas-sacerdoti u jaghtu
ghajnuna lill-Knisja biex tkun tis-
ta’ taqdi I-missjoni taghha.

Minn dan li ghidna jidher c¢ar
bizzejjed illi l-offerti li jinghataw
ghas-servizz tas-sacerdot ma fihom
l-ebda superstizzjoni u langas nib-
tu minn xi ‘gerq jew injoranza.
Meta I-insara jaghmlu Il-offerta
taghhom lis-sacerdot, ikunu jagdu
dak is-sens ta’ gustizzja li fisser u
ghallem Kristu u 1-Appostli. L-of-
ferti 1i jinghataw lis-sacerdot ma
humiex xi mezz jew prezz biex bil-
flus tinxtara l-genna. Dawn l-offer-
ti ma jistghux jitgiesu bhala I-
prezz tas-servizzi spiritwali li s-sa-
cerdot jaghti, ghax id-doni spirit-
wali la jista’ jkolthom prezz u lan-
qas jinxtraw bil-flus. Il-gid kollu
spiritwali li s-sacerdoti jiksbu min-
ghand Alla bic-celebrazzjoni tal-
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quddiesa u s-sagramenti l-ohra hu-
mea, kif dejjem ghallmet il-Knisja,
ghas-salvazzjoni ta’ kull bniedem.,

L-offerti ghall-quddies u serviz-
zi spiritwali moghtija mill-insara f’
hajjithom jew impollija ghal wara
mewthom, huma maghrufin bhala
“elempsina” jew ‘“legati u fundaz-
zjonijiet tal-Quddies.”  Il-Knisja
minn " dejjem, qisithom = bl-akbar
serjeta = u = rabbtithom b’ligijiet
stretti hafna. Hu ghalhekk 1i 1-
Papa, (u dawk biss li lilhom jagh-
ti din is-setgha) skond 'il-Ligi tal-
Knisja 1i, f’kazi partikolari, fejn
ikun mehtieg, jista’ jawtorizza xi
tibdil jew tnaqqis fil-fundazzjoni-
jiet u legati ta’ quddies. F'dan il-
kaz huwa wkoll il-Papa 1i ghandu
s-setgha . jiddetermjina l-iskop li
ghalih jintuzaw xi offerti jew par-
ti mid-dhul ta’ dawn il-legati skond
il-ntigijiet spiritwali u pastorali ta’
min jlirrikorri ghandu ghal dan il-
ghan.

Jista’ jkun hawn nies li mhabba
I-fagar kbir taghhom ma jistghux
jaghmlu offerta lis-sacerdot biex
igaddsilhom; Quddiesa skond il-feh-
ma taghhom, Dawn, minkejja dan
kollu, ghandhom sehem ukoll mill-
gid kollu tal-Quddies. Il-Knisja
ghax thobbhom, minn dejjem has-
bet fihom tant li f'kull Quddiesa li
titgaddes isir talb ghall-hajjin u I-
mejtin kollha. Barra dan kull isqof
u kull kappillan joffri s-sagrific¢ju
tal-quddiesa fil-Hdud u fil-festi kol_
lha ta’ matul is-sena ghall-bzonni-
jiet spiritwali u materjali tal-Poplu
ta’: Alla fdat fidejhom kif ukoll
ghas-suffragju tal-mejtin - kollha.
Dan jaghmluh minghajr ma jistghu
jircievu ebda elemozina ghal dan
il-Quddies. ‘

Ta’ min ifakkar li fil-Kodici I-
Gdid tal-Ligijiet taghha, il-Knisja



ttenni ghal darb’ohra Ii kull nisra-
ni ghandu d-dritt naturali li jaghti
f’hajtu, Kkif ukoll ihalli ghal wara
mewtu, offerti minn flusu kemm
ghall-quddies kif ukoll ghal skopi-
jilet ohra spiritwali u Kkaritattivi.

(Kan, 1299).

Mahruga llum 24 ta’ Gunju 1983

solennita tat-Twelid ta’ San (Gwann
il-Battista

Mons. Guzeppi Lupi,

Segretarju Konferenza Episkopali

3. [It-tieni stqgarrija ta’ l-Isqfijiet

Ahna, I-Isqgfijiet ta’ Malta u
Ghawdex, diga’ wrejna lill-poplu
d-dispjacir uw s-soghba taghna
ghal-Ligi proposta “Dwar id-Devo-
luzzjoni ta’ Certa Proprjeta ta’
Knejjes”, u ghedna li din il-Ligi hi-
ja ndhil bla bzonn fi hwejjeg spi-
ritwali u tolgot u tfixkel il-hajja
tal-Knisja f’pajjizna.

Mum, wara konsultazzjonijiet
mal-Vatikan, inhossu 1i ghandna
ntennu dan id-dispjac¢ir taghna u
nghidu ¢ar y tond li ma nistghux
nagblu ma’ din il-Ligi, anzi nifhmu
li ma jridha ebda kattoliku li tas-
sew 'ithobb u jirrispetta r-religjon
tieghu u b’mod partikolari wiehed
ma jistax jifhem kif 1-Istat ghandu
jindahal drastikament fid-dritt ta’
persuni privati li fil-kuxjenza tagh-
hom hallew jew jixtiequ jhallu
ghal ghanijiet spiritwali fit-test-
ment taghhom Kif iridu huma.

Dan ged nghiduh b’sens ta’ res-
ponsabbilta u ta’ gustizzja lejn il-
komunita Kkattolika ta’ Malta u
Ghawdex li taghha ahna r-Raghajja
Spliritwali.

Hu allegat li din il-Ligi hija inti-
za biex jinstabu fondi mill-pro-
pjeta tal-Knisja ghall-edukazzjoni.
Kemm-il darba fl-imghoddi 1-Knis-
ja ghamlet cara l-qaghda taghha
dwar l-edukazzjoni u anke um
tixtieq tiddikjara dawn il-principji:

1. Ghalkemm il-‘free education’
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hija meqjusa bhala kuncett mix-
tieq, id-drittijiet - tal-genituri, fost-
hom I-ghazla hielsa tal-iskejjel
ghal uliedhom, ghandhom dejjem
jigu mharsa bla mittiefsa u kollha
kemm, huma. Bl-istess mod, il-
Knisja ghandha dejjem izzomm il-
jedd u Il-inizjattiva 1li jkollha u
tmexxi liskejjel taghha minghajr
indhil.

2. Il karattru, l-awtonomija u I-
identita  tal-iskejjel - tal-Knisja

. ghandhom, dejjem, jigu mharsa.

3. L-Istat-min-naha tieghu, ghan-
du d-dmjir morali li jghin finanzjar-
jament liskejjel anke dawk tal-
Kniisja, izda dan ma ghandu jnag-
gqas xejn mid-dritt u l-liberta tal-
genituri 1i jaghtu l-ghajnuna tagh-
hom lill-iskola ta’ wliedhom:.

4. Fil-qasam, tal-edukazzjoni, il-
Knisja ga qed taghti kontribut
kbir. Hija trid u tixtieq li dina I-
ghajnuna tikber sa fejn tista’, u
ghal dan il-ghan ahna, l-Isgfijiet,
niddikjaraw 1li ppreparati li nuru
fil-berah il-qaghda finanzjarja tal-
Knisja f’Malta u Ghawdex. Din 'ix-
xewqa taghna gharrafnieha lis-
Santa Sede.

Ahna nheggu, ghal darb’chra I-
insara biex igeghdu t-tama shieha
taghhom, f’Alla u fl-intercessjoni
ta’ Marija, Omm il-Knisja.

' Rumga, 28 ta’ Gunju, 1983. .



Komunikat Stampa tal-Vatikan )

Si ha notizia che il Parlamento di Malta ha approvato, con il voto
dei Deputati del Labour Party, la legge presentata dal Governo “Devolution
of certain Church properties Act.”

Siamo autorizzati a dichiarare che, da parte della Santa Sede, si ri-
badisce la profonda preoccupazione della quale si € fatto eco ‘L’Osserva-
tore Romano’ in data di ieri, per un atto unilaterale di cosi grave portata,
anche a motivo delle prevedibili sue ripercussioni per la pace religiosa
nella Repubblica di Malta, e si conferma la, solidarieta con, I'Episcopato e
le Istituzioni cattoliche maltesi.

IS5 SRR

L-artikolu ta’ I’Osservatore Romano’ (29 ta’ Gunju 1983).

Accorata dichiarazione dei Vescovi di Malta per una iniziativa
governativa riguardante i beni della Chiesa e Fondazioni Pie

In questi giorni il Governo.mal- beni dati ad enti eccleslastici con
tese ha presentato all’esame del atto legale che per qualsiasi ragio-
Parlamento una legge che si inti- ne non siano presentemente impie-
tola “Devolution of certain Church gati per gli scopi o nella maniera
properties Act, 1983”. indicata nell’atto legale stesso.

In essa si stabilisce: Per il rfisarcimento la legge pre-

1) Passano in proprieta del Go- vede criteri tali che, in pratica, lo
verno i beni immobili, legittima- rendono irrilevante.
mente acquisiti per usucapione e La Chiesa maltese non pud non
pacificamente posseduti fino ad og- denunciare tale gravissima interfe-
gi dalla Chiesa o da sue “istituzio- renza e l’esproprio dei beni eccle-
ni pie e religiose”, come pure I’ar- siastici, che, violando la liberta re-
redamento e tuttli gli oggetti perti- ligiosa riconosciuta dalla Costitu-
nenti, non, esclusi i paramenti e va- zione e dalle leggi, e ignorando fon-
si sacri, salvo gli edifici adibiti al damentali prescrizioni del Diritto
culto. I loro proventi dovrebbero Canonico, dispone unlfilateralmente
essere utilizzati solo a scopi edu- in materia ecclesiastica e mette in
cativi. ? pericolo la possibilita dell’azione

2) I beni mobili ed immobili dati pastorale della Chiesa medesima.
ad enti ecclesiastici ed i cui reddi- Una simile iniziativa € tanto pit
ti servono per Sante Masse da ce- ingiustificata in quanto, come tut-
lebrare periodicamente, dopo dieci ti a Malta e altrove possono desu-
anni dalla destinazione iniziale, se mere dai documenti pubblicati con
la, persona; ‘che ha dato tali beni o “Libro Bianco” dal Governo mal-
i suoi successori non chiedano di tese:
rientrarne in possesso, passano al a) erano ancora aperte trattati-
Governo e dovrebbero essere desti- ve tra il Governo stesso e la Santa
nati a scopi educativi. Sede per una. soluzione concordata

3) Passano al Governo anche i dei maggiori problemi, principal-

b
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mente di quelli attinenti alla pro-
prieta ecclesiastica e alla scuola
cattolica:

b) la Chiesa aveva ripetutamen-
te dato assicurazione che entro la
fine dell’anno sarebbe stata realiz-
zabile la riforma amministrativa
nella Provincia Ecclesiastica di
Malta, cio che avrebbe permesso di
esaminare come tali beni potessero
essere destinati a scopi consentanei
con la loro natura e finalitd, non
soltanto nel campo strettamente
religioso, ma anche in quello socia-
le, educativo e di promozione uma-
na.

In merito alla suddetta legge gli
Ecc.mi Ordinari di Malta e Gozo
hanno resa pubblica in data odier-
na la seguente dichiarazione:

Noi, Vescovi di Malta e Gozo,
abbiamo gia espresso al nostro po-
polo il nostro dolore e rammarico
per il progetto di legge dal titolo
“Atto di esproprio di talune pro-
prieta dellae Chiesa, 1983”. Abbia-
mo anche dichiarato che detta leg-
ge costituisce ‘una ingiustificata in-
terferenza negli affari spirituali e
sarebbe di ostacolo e di danno all’
esistenza della Chiesa nel nostro
Paese. Oggi, dopo consultazioni
con la Santa Sede, noi sentiamo il
dovere di ribadire il nostro dolore
e di dichiarare inequivocabilmente:
not non possiamo accettare la legi-
slazione proposta e riteniamo che
essa non possa essere accolta favo-
revolmente da alcun cattolico che
si mantenga fedele alla propria Fe-
de. In particolare, ¢ incomprensibi-
le che lo Stato debba interferire
drasticamente nei diritti di indivi-
dui privati, i quali in coscienza
hanno disposto o intendono dispor-
re le loro ultime volonta per fini
spirituali nel modo che ritengono
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appropriato.
Diciamo questo con profondo
senso di responsabilita e di giusti-

. zia per la comunita cattolica di

Malta e Gozo di cui siamo le guide
spirituali.

Si pretende che questa legge é
intesa per procurare fondi dalla
propieta della Chiesa a scopi edu-
cativi. In passato, la Chiesa ha
esposto con chiarezza la propria
posizione riguardo alla questione
educativa; una volta ancora, essa
desidera oggi stabilire i suoi prin-
cipi:

1. Sebbene la gratuita della scuo-
la sia considerata come una con-
cezione desiderabile, il diritto dei
genitori, che include la liberta di
scegliere la scuola per i loro figli,
deve essere in oghi momento sal-
vaguardato pienamente ed in ma-
niera appropriata. Similmente la
Chiesa deve conservare il diritto e
Uiniziativa di gestire, senza inter-
ferenza, le sue proprie scupole.

2. Il carattere proprio, 'autono-
mia e Uidentita delle scuole della
Chiesa devono essere sempre sal-
vaguardati.

3. Lo Stato, da parte sua, ha il
dovere morale di contribuire alle
necessita finanziarie di tutte le
scuole, ivi comprese quelle della
Chiesa, ma tale aiuto non deve mai
sminuire il diritto e la liberta dei
genitori a dare il loro proprio con-
tribuzto alla scuola che i loro figli
frequentanc. ;

Nel campo della scuola la Chie-
sa sta gia dando un contributo.so-
stanziale: la Chiesa auspica e desi-
dera accrescere questo contributo
fino al limite delle'sue possibilita e,
a tal fine, noi Vescovi dichiariamo
che. siamo disposti a rendere di
pubblico dominio la situazione fi-



nanziaria della Chiesa in Malta e serie ripercussioni per la pace re-

Gozo. Questo desiderio e stato fat- ligiosa di un popolo di cosi antiche
to conoscere alla Santa Sede. e profonde tradizioni cattoliche,

Ancora una volta Noi esortiamo non potra non suscitare sentita so-
i fedeli a porre completa fiducia in lidarieta anche tra i fratelli di fede
Dio e nell’intercessione di Maria, degli altri Paesi, cosi come gia tro-
Madre della Chiesa. va la Santa Sede profondamente

La presa di posizione dei Vesco- preoccupata e partecipe della me-
vi di Malta sul grave e doloroso desima accorata sollecitudine di
avvenimento che rischia di avere quei Pastori.

Wews e
:l\:iixif;;;&‘i@a?’\ig‘_

4, It-tielet stqarrija ta’ l-Isqfijiet — 8 ta’ Lulju 1983

B’riferenza ghal dak li ntqal 1i I- 3. Ii f’ebda parti tal-Ligi tal-Kni-
Gvern, fi hsiebu jwettaq dik il-parti sja ma tinghata s-setgha lill-Awto-
tal-Ligi dwar “id-Devoluzzjoni ta’ ritajiet Civili biex ma thallix jit-
certa Proprjetd ta’ Knejjes” li hu komplew  il-Fondazzjonijiet = ta’
jqis ki taqgbel mal-Ligi talKnisja, 1- Quddies . imwaqqfa in perpetuo
Isqfijiet, li ghandhom id-dmir li (ghal dejjem);
jghallmu u jwasslu t-taghlim tal- 4. 1 f’ebda parti tal-Ligi tal-
Knisja lill-insara; jiddikjaraw:- Knisja ma tinghata s-setgha lill-

1. li f’ebda parti tal-Ligi tal- Awtorita Civili tiddikjara ghand
Knisja ma tinghata s-setgha lill- min u ghal-liema skop ghandu
Awtorita Civili tindahal fil-mater- jmur id-dhul malli Fondazzjoni
ja tal-Quddies; ghall-Quddies tiegaf.

2. 1t f’ebda parti tal-Ligh tal-Knis- Skond, 'il-Ligi tal-Knisja kull set-
ja ma tinghata s-setgha lill-Awtori- gha fil-materja ta’ Quddies hija ri-
ta Civili tiddetermina ghal kemm servata ghall-Papa u ghal dawk
zmien jitwaqqfu 1-Fondazzjonijiet moghnija bis-setgha minnu.

ta’ Quddies ghall-futur;

5. Ir-raba’ stqarrija ta’ l-Isqfijiet

Ghadna kif sirna nafu li dik il- jew ghall-mejtin taghhom, Dan hu
parti tal-Lligi 1i ghandha x’taqsam ksur ta’ dritt fondamentali tal-
mal-Quddies ghal ruh il-mejtin ser bniedem:,

tigi mwettqa. Kontra dawk li gieghed jintqal,
Ahna I-Isqfijiet ta’ dawn il-Gzej- il-pass 1i ttiehed assolutament ma

jer inhossuna fid-dmir intennu b’ jagbel xejn mal-Ligi tal-Knisja.

mod l-aktar car id-dispjacir u s- I1-Quddies hu gid minnu nnifsu

soghba taghna ghal dan 1i gara. Kif spiritwali u ghalhekk huwa l-Papa
ghedna darba ohra, ma nistghux biss, bhala 1-Vigarju ta’ Kristu, li
nifhmu kif 1-Istat ghandu jindahal ghandu s-setgha fuqu.

fid-dritt ta’ persuni privati 1i fil- . Ghalhekk hadd hlief 'il-Papa ma
kuxjenza taghhom hallew, jew jix- ghandu dritt li jaghmel xi haga li
tiequ jhallu, Quddies ghal ruhhom b’xi mod tolgot il-Quddies.
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Minhabba f’hekk, inhossu 1i hu-
wa, dmjir taghna nwissu li dawk li
s’issa kellhom xi obbligu ta’ Qud-
dies marbut ma’ xi proprjeta li tib-
ga’ jew li tigi ghandhom jibgghu
cbbligati fil-kuxjenza li jwettqu
dan l-obbligy, ta’ Quddies.

Nafu li dan li gara jwegga’
mhux biss lilna, izda l-galb ta’ kull
nisrani. Madankollu nheggukom,
biex tpoggu t-tama taghkom f’Alla.

Ifarragna l-hsieb ta’ San Pawl fil-
qari tallum, li t-thatija taghna sse-
hibna f’dik ta’ Kristu ghar-rebha
tal-Gisem, Tieghu 1i hu l-Knisja.
Mahruga llum, 16 ta’ Lulju, 1983,
Festa tal-Madonna tal-Karmnu.

1 ‘GUZEPPI MERCIECA,
Arcisqof ta’ Malta.
+ NIKOL CAUCHI,
Isqof ta’ Ghawdex.

‘ 6. Stqarrija ta’ 1-Ufficcju Stampa tal-Kurja — 6/10/83

Dan l-ahhar it-Tagsima tat-Tagh-

rif tal-Gvern habbret provvedi-
menti godda f’dak li ghandu x’jaq-
sam, ma’ pizijiet ta’ quddies. Gie
mtawwal iz-zmien li fih wiehed
ghandu jaghmel dikjarazzjoni dwar
il-piizjiet ta’ quddies li jhallas fuq
proprjeta tieghu. Barra dan tnehha
l-gbbligu 1i ndividwi jirreglistraw
din il-proprjeta.

Dakl li sar ma’ l-individwi ma
sarx mgal-Knisja. Din ghadha mis-
tennlija tikkonforma mad-data tas-
17 ta’ Ottubru.

Il-kontenut ta’ din l-istqarrija
johlog diskriminazzjoni ohra kon-
tra 1-Knisja minhabba 1-Ligi dwar
Devoluzzjoni ta’ Certa Proprjeta ta’
Knejjes.

L-Ufficéju Stampa  tal-Kurja
jfakkar illi l-oghla awtoritajiet tal-
Knisja f’Malta u fil-Vatikan urew
mhux biss is-soghba taghhom ghal

hziena Ii din ser thalli, .

Tfixkel il-hajja tal-Knisja

F’diversi stqarrijiet 1i hargu
flimkien I-Isgfijiet ta’ Malta u ta’
Ghawdex tennew li din il-Ligi ‘“hi-
ja ndhil bla bzonn fi hwejjeg spi-

ritwali u tolgot u tfixkel il-hajja
tal.Knisja f’pajjizna. Illum, wara
konsultazzjonijiet mal-Vatikan, in-
hossu i ghandna ntennu dan id- .
dispjacir taghna u nghidu car u
tond li ma nistghux nagblu ma’
din il-Ligi” (Stqarrija ta’ l-Isqfijiet
28/6/83). ;

Ksur ta’ dritt fundamentali
L-Isqfijiet urew Kif din il-Ligi hi
“ksur ta’ dritt fundamentali tal-
bniedem” (Stqgarrija ta’ l-Isqfijiet
16/7/83). Bdin il-Ligi 1-Gvern
mhux talli mhux aqéd jirrispetta 1-
kuxjenza ta’ dak li jkun, anzi ged
“jindahal drastikam
persuni privati Z
hom: hallew jew jixtiequ jhallu
ghal ghanijiet spiritwali fit-test-
ment taghhom- kif iridu huma”.
(Stqarrija ta’ 1-Isqgfijiet 28/6/83).

Kontra [-Ligi tal-Knisja

L-Isqfijiet tennew li “kontra dak
li gieghed jintgal, il-pass li ttiehed
assolutament ma jagbel xejn mal-
Ligi tal-Knisja.” (Stqarrija ta’ 1-Is-
gfijiet 16/7/83). Fl-ebda parti tal-
Ligi tal-Knisja ma tinghata s-set-
gha lill-Awtorita Civili tindahal fil-



materja tal-Quddies; jew tiddeciedi
ghal kemm, Zmien jitwaqqfu 1-Fun-
dazzjonijiet tal-Quddies ghal futur;
jew biex ma thallix fitkomplew il-
Fundazzjonijiet ta’ Quddies im-
wagqfa ghal dejjem;. “Skond il-Ligi
tal-Knisja kull setgha fil-materja
ta’ quddies hija rizervata ghall-Pa-
pa u ghal dawk moghnija bis-set-
gha miinnu.” (Stqarrija ta’ I-Isqfi-
jiet 8/7/83).

Obbligu tai-kuxjenza

L-Isqfijiet Maltin hassew li hu-
wa dmir taghhom, iwissu “li dawk
li s’issa kellho mxi obbligi ta’ Qud-
dies marbut ma’ xi proprjeta li tib-

ga’ jew li tigi ghandhom jibgghu
obbligati fil-kuxjenza 1i jwettqu
dan, 1.obbligu ta’ Quddies”. (Stqar-
rija ta’ 1-Isqfijiet 16/7/83).

Ma jridha l-ebda Kattoliku
Minhabba dawn  ir-ragunijiet
kollha 1-Isqfijiet ikkonkludew li
“pifhmu li (din il-Ligi) ma jridha
ebda Kattoliku li tassew ihobb u
jirrispetta r-religjon tieghu”.
(Stqarrija ta’ 1-Isqfijiet 28/6/83).
Tul il-kwistjoni kollha, is-Santa
Sede ripetutament uriet l-appogg u
s-solidarjeta taghha ma’ 1-Isqfijiet
u I-Knisja Maltija.

7. Stgarrija ohra ta’ 1-Uffi¢¢ju Stampa — 11/10/83

L-awtoritajiet tal-Knisja f’Malta
u fil-Vatikan oggezzjonaw bil-
gawwa ghal-Ligi dwar Devoluzzjo-
ni ta’ Certa Proprjeta ta’ Knejjes.
Dan sar mhux biss ghax din il-Ligi
tikkonfiska “mliinghand il-Knisja
proprjetd u investimenti li tehtieg
ghat-twettiq tal-missjoni taghha
izda l-aktar ghax din il-Ligi hija
ndhlil serju f’affarijiet . spiritwali.
Kien minhabba f’hekk li l-Isqgfijiet
Maltin fl-istqarrija 1i hargu fit-28
ta’ Gunju wara konsultazzjonijiet
mal-Vatikan Kitbu li din il-Ligi “hi
ndhil bla bzonn fi hwejjeg spirit-
wali u tolqot u tfxkel il-hajja tal-
Knisja f'pajjizna”.

Kuntrarjament ghal dak 11 gie
rrapurtat li ntgal din il-Ligi mhux
biss tolqot id-dhul tal-Knisja mill-
proprjeta izda tolqot ukoll id-dhul
li 1-Knisja ghandha mill-investi-
menti, Dawn iz-zewg ghejjun ta’
dhul bejniethom igibu ghall-29 fil-
mija tad-dhul kollu ta’ l-Arcidjo-
cesi. Bejniethom igibu s-somma ta’
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~dawn l-investimenti.

kwazi sitt mitt elf lira. Wiehed
ghandu jqis li l-ispejjez li 1-Arcid-
jocesi kellha bzonn biex twettaq il-
missjoni taghha tul 1-1982 kienu ta’
kwazi mitejn elf lira aktar mid-
dhul ordinarju. Dan l-izbilan¢ enor-
mi gie evitat minhabba gliegh

.mhux tas-soltu mill-investimenti li

I-Arcidjocesi ghandha barra mjinn
Malta. Il-Ligi tad-Devoluzzjoni
thedded serjament anke dawn I-
investimenti.

Quddiem, dal-fatt, wiehed malajr
jinduna kemm din il-Ligi tolqot
hazin [lill-Arcidjocesi ghax meta
tohdilha parti sostanzjali mid-dhul
taghha, tkun ged taghmilha aktar
u aktar difficli biex il-hidma ta’ 1-
Arcidjocesi fl-ogsma ta’ l-apposto-
lat, tal-liturgija, f’dawk socjali,
edukattivi u Kkaritattevoli jitwet-
tqu sew.

L-istat m’ghandu l-ebda dritt la
fuq din il-proprjeta u langas fuq
Ta’ gabilna
riedu li dawn jithallew f’idejn il-



Knisja u mhux f’idejn xi hadd ie-
hor. Dan, ghax lill-Knisja afdaw u
habbu. :

Meta tissemma’ l-proprjeta tal-
Knisja jissemma l-inventarju. Dan
l-inventarju kien wiehed biss mill-
ghadd ta’ mizuri ta’ rijorganizaz-
zjoni li I-Isqgfijiet minn rajhom
habbru fid-Documento di Base. L-
inventarju huwa haga nterna tal-
Knisja. Kif 1-Isqfijiet kellhom id-
dritt 1i jiddeciedu li jibdewh, I-Is-

gfijiet, u huma biss, kellhom id-.

dritt jiddeciedu xi prijorita jingha-
ta. Il-process tar-rijorganizazzjoni
kien jitlob li aspetti ohra tar-rijor-
ganizazzjoni jinghataw preceden-
za, kif fil-fatt inghataw.

Din il-Ligi hija ndhil bla bzonn
fl-affarijiet spiritwali. Biha I-
Gvern qed ighid li ghandu kompe-

tenza u setgha f’xi haga (i.e. fun- °

dazzjonijiet tal-quddies ghal ruh il-
mejtin) li la ghandu u langas jista’
jkollu setgha fiha. Din il-Ligi tmur
kontra d-dritt fundamentali tal-
bniedem u tmur bil-gqawwa kontra
I-Ligi tal-Knisja. Skond il-Ligi tal-
Knisja, kull setgha fil-materja ta’
quddies hija riservata biss ghall-
Papa u ghal dawk moghnija bis-
setgha minnu,

Minhabba li I-qadi tal-missjoni

gravi hafna. ..

tal-Knisja f’pajjizna ser jintlagat
hazin hafna b’din il-Ligi, L’OSSER-
VATORE ROMANO, il-gazzetta
tal-Vatikan, f’artiklu fl-ewwel pag-
na fid-29 ta’ Gunju Kkitbet illi “Il-
Knisja, Maltija mg tistax ma tik-
kundannax dan l-indhil serjissimu
kif ukoll l-esproprazzjoni tal-beni
ekklezjastici 1i huwa ksur tal-liber-
ta religjuza maghrufa mill-Kosti-
tuzzjoni u mil-Ligi”.
mill-Parlament, is-Santa Sede har-
get stqarrija ufficjali li fiha ten-
niet “b’qawwa t-thassib serju tagh-
ha 1i diga wrieh ‘L’Osservatore Ro-
mano’ ... ghal ghemil wunilaterali
Is-Santa Sede tik-
konferma s-solidarjeta ma’ 1-Isqfi-
jiet u l-istituzzjonijiet Kattoli¢i ta’
Malta.”

Ghall-Fundatur taghha, il-Knisja
fid-dinja kollha gieghda biex taqdi
u mhux tingeda; biex tghin u
mhux biex tahkem; biex taghti 1-
helsien u mhux biex tjassar... hel-
sien mill-hakma tal-hazen, helsien
lil min hu batut, lil min hu Itim, lil
min ma ghandux mjin jiehu hsiebu.

F’pajjizna, xejn angas minn fi
bnadi ohra, il-Knisja kienet u
ghadha Omm hanina li tahseb fl-
inqas ixxurtjati fost il-bnedmin.

B. IL-KNISJA GHAS-SERVIZZ TAL-POPLU

Minn zmien ghal zmien ser nibdew nibaghtu taghrif dwar uhud mis-
servizzi li 1-Knisja f’Malta ged taghti.

1. Id-djar tax-xjuh

#*%% F’Malta u Ghawdex il-Knisja
ged tmexxi erbatax-il dar tax-
xjuh. Al

#%% . F’dawn id-djar jghixu 500 ra-
gel u mara.

##% Biex jiehdu hsiebhom hemm
132 soru u 48 impjegat — jigi-

fieri ghal kull tliet residenti
hemm persuna (soru jew laj-
ka) tiehu hsiebhom!

#4%k Hemm, ukoll 90 awziljarja
tal-CARITAS 1i jmorru jaghtu
dagga t’id regolarment.

##% Fid-djar tal-Knisja nsibu I-fa-



cilitajiet i tant huma mehtie-
ga ghax-xjuh u jnagqsulhom
hafna t-tbatija.

#x% J]-Knisja ged taghmel minn
‘kollox biex fid-djar taghha
jkun hemm ambjent ta’ famil-
ja aktar milli ta’ Istitut.

k% S'issa twaqqfu gruppi Parrok-

kjali f’disa’ parrocci biex jieh-

du hsieb jghinu lin-nies 1i jghi-
xu wahedhom, l-aktar ix-xjuh.

*#k Infetah Centru ghax-Xjuh £
Tas-Sliema u ser jinfethu tliet
Centri ohra fil-Hamrun, fil-
Belt u fiz-Zejtun,

#x% Jx-xjuh kollha anke dawk li

ma jistghux ihallsu, jinghataw
l-istess servizz u trattament.

#%% RKull anzjan, minn ras ghal
ras, iqum, lid-dar £m3 kuljum.
Dawk 1i d-dhul taghhom huwa
ingas minn Lm3 1i jghixu mill-
pensjoni jew li m’ghandhom 1-
ebda dhul jigu accettati xorta
wahda.

CERTI DJAR JISTGHU JEW
IZOMMU JEW IPATTU GHAT-
TELF BISS BIL-GHAJNUNA TAD-
DHUL MINN PROPRJETA’ MHOL-
LIJA. JEKK JITILFU DAN ID-
DHUL ID-DJAR JISFGHU MHED-
DA. :

Id-djar tat-tfal

% Fil-Gzejjer Maltin, il-Knisja

ghandha, 15-il dar ghat-tfal u z-

- zghazagh li kienu jew orfni jew
‘ma ghandhomx min jiehu
hsiebhom, :

% F’dawn id-djar hemm:;

— trabi tat-twelid;
— subien minn 3 snin sa 11-il
sena;
— bniet minn 3 snin sa 18-il se-
na;
— subien minn 11-il sena sa

: 18-il sena.

*##* Hemym ukoll hostel ghal tfajliet
li jahdmu.

*#% F’dawn id-djar hemm, b’kollox
ftit ingas minn 400 tfal u zgha-
zagh “residenti”,

*#% Matul is-sena, id-Djar tal-Kni-
sja jiehdu hsieb numru ta’ tfal
ghal perijodu limitat 1i ghal ra-

guni ta’ mard tal-genituri jew .

ghal xi raguni ohra ma jkol-
lhomx min jiehu hsiebhom.
*% [s-servizzi kollha li taghti 1-

Knisja, f’dawn,  id-Djar hu b’
xejn, .

*# Biex - imexxu d-Djar ‘v jiehdu
hsieb it-tfal hemm, 135 religjiuz
(sorijiet u xi sacerdoti).

#% I -ewwel dar li nfethet gieghda
Bormta, u ilha miftuha aktar
minn 250 sena. L-ahhar dar in-
fethet f'Tas-Sliema f1-1960.

*% [l-Gvern, jaghti ghajnuna finan-
zjarja ghal kull tifel u tifla 1i
hemm, fid-Djar tal-Knisja. Izda
dawn, id-Djar ma, kienx ikun
possibbli 1i jezistu kieku ma
kienx hemm, benefatturi fl-im-
ghoddi u fil-prezent u fuq kol-
fin-nuqgas ta’ genituri — jid-
dedikaw il-hin kollu taghhom,
bil-lejl m bin-nhar ghat-tfal u
z-zghazagh. '

*% IUfficcju li jikkoordina, d-Djar
tat-Tfal tal-Knisja jinsab = fi
Trig Zekka, il-Belt u jkun mif-
tuh filghodu mit-Tnejn sas-Sibt
barra 1-Hamis.



3. Is-Sorijiet tal-Bon Pastur

¢ L-Ordni tar-Raghaj it-Tajjeb jew

tal-Bon Pastur kif inhuma magh-

rufa fostna gew Malta 125 sena
ilu f1-1858.

< [1-Missjoni ewlenija ta’ dawn is-

sorijiet hi 1i jaghtu ghajnuna, lit-

tfajliet u lin-nisa li jkollhom dif-
fikultajiet personali, familjari
jew socjali.

“ Fil-mitt sena bejn [-1858 u 1-1968

is-sorijiet tal-Bon Pastur kienu

mixhuta biex jiehdu hsieb

— it-tfal orfni jew li kellhom
bzonn ta’ protezzjoni;

— tfajliet u 'nisa. li Kkellhom
bzonn ta’ ghajnuna.

* Tllum, is-Sorijiet tal-Bon Pastur

ghandhom tlett idjar ghal:

— tfajliet li ghandhom bzonn ta’
tmexxija u pariri;

— tfajliet haddiema uy gharajjes
li telqu mjid-dar u jehtiegu 1-
ghajnuna;

— ghan-nisa mizzewgin fi krizi
u ghal uliedhom:;

4,

« F’Malta u Ghawdex hawn mad-
war 550 gassis.

Minn dawn xi 120 geghdin il-hin
kollu jaghtu servizz lil ’l1 fuq
minn ‘270,000 li jghixu fit-62 par-
. rocca (48 f'Malta u 14 f’Ghaw-
dex) immexxija mjll-gassisin.

“ il-parroccéi jghinu wkoll ghadd
iehor ta’ gassisin Ii l-hidma
prin¢ipali taghhom hija barra 1-
parrocca.

* Barra I-hidma fil-parrocci, il-
gassisin jaghtu servizz dill-pop-
ly t’Alla fMalta, u Ghawdex billi
jahdmu:

— Fil-Kummissjonijiet li jaghtu
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*

¥x

*

*

— ghall-ommijiet mhux miz-
zewga. '

Jaghtu wkoll hafna ghajnuna

bil-pariri fid-djar tan-nies.

+ Hemm, 11-il sory u 4 voluntieri

mixhuta fuq dan ix-xoghol meh-
tieg.

Is-Sorijiet kollha tal-Bon Pastur
huma mharrga professjonalment
u d-djar taghhom mghammra
bil-htigijiet kollha.

Matul dawn l-ahhar 25 sena, is-
sorijiet. bdew jircievu xi ghajnu-
na minghand il-Gvern, izda DAN
IS-SERVIZZ TAL-KNISJA MA
KIENX IKUN POSSIBBLI LI
JINGHATA MINGHAJR  L-
GHAJNUNA GENERUZA TAL-
MALTIN FL-IMGHODDI TAL-
FAMILJI U S-SORIJIET TA’
PAJJJZI OHRA U FUQ KOL-
LOX ID-DEDIKAZZJONI SHI-
HA TAS-SORIJIET TAL-BON
PASTUR.

I1-Qassisin

servizzi lill-emigranti, miz-
zewgin, gharajjes, katekisti,
tfal orfni, ‘handicapped’, an-
zjani, drogati, nies bi proble-
mi v servizzi ohra mehtiega.
Fil-Fakulta tat-Teologija u
fiz-zewg Seminarji.
Fil-“Youth Centres’ tal-Knisja,
u ma’ zghazagh f’ambjenti
ohra.

Bhala, amministraturi,
Fit-Tribunali taz-Zwigijiet.
Bhala Kappillani fid-Djar tat-
Tfal u tax-Xjuh.

Fost il-haddiema tal-fabbriki.
Fost 1-Ghaqdiet Religjuzi.



— Fl-Iskejjel tal-Knisja.

* Qabel wiehed isir qgassis, idum
jistudja ghal mijll-inqas 8 snin
wara li jispiccéa l-iskola Sekon-
darja. L-istudji jsiru fil-Fakulta
tat-Teologija f’Tal-Virtu jew fis-
Semjinarju, ir-Rabat, Ghawdex.

* Barra minn Malta hemm 132
gassis Malti u 44 qassis Ghaw-
dxi jahdmu f’14-il pajjiz diffe-
renti.

L-Isqfijiet Maltin f’dikjarazzjoni

li hargu fl-24 ta’ Gunju tkellmu

—

5.

* [l-Moviment ta’ Kana twaqqgaf
flI-1956 biex jeduka lill-koppji fil-
valuri nsara taz-zwieg u tal-fa-
milja u biex jaghti servizz ta’
thejjijaj u pariri dwar iz-zwieg.
Ta’ kull sena 1-Moviment jorga-

nizza:

* 30 kors ta’ thejjija ta’ seba’ lag-
ghat il-wiehed ghal madwar 2000
gharus v gharusa.

* Korsijiet dwar l-ippjanar tal-fa-
milja b’metodi naturali,

* Korsiiiet li fj’]gn:‘.{}}\('s‘.n ’g‘ji}.’“}f,i’?)!]_
ghal bba, 1
I ta’ frela 1 n-
1 wa it-tgala
)3 - Ao R o y? -
* u . lagghat . ta’ talb

ghall-gharajjes u l-mizzewgin.

* Matul is-sena, il-Moviment jagh-
ti servizz ta’ ‘counselling’ dwar
problemi medici, psikologi¢i, mo-
rali, sesswali legali u ohrajn lill-
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dwar il-hidma tas-sacerdoti, L-Is-
gfijiet kitbu li “Ghand dawn l-is-
tess sacerdoti l-insara li jemmnu
jirrikorru biex ighammdu t-tfal
taghhom, biex iqgerru, biex jizzew-
gu u biex isibu l-farag u l-kuragg
fil-problemi morali taghhom fid-
dawl tal-Evangelju li jxandrulhom;
u aktar u akta rimbaghad wagqt il-
hin l-izjed iebes ta’ hajjithom me-
ta jkunu waslu biex ihallu din; id-
dinja u jigu wi¢¢ imb’'wi¢¢ ma’

Alla,”

Il-Moviment ta’ Kana

gharajjes u l-mizzewgin lil ftit
ingas minn 2000 persuna.

* Dan is-servizz, il-Moviment ta’
Kana jaghtih permezz ta’:

— Sacerdoti

— Tobba

— Avukati

— Counsellors imharrga,

* Minbarra l-Ufficcju Centrali fl-
Istitut Kattoliku, il-Furjana, li
jkun miftuh kuljum, il-Moviment
ghandu Djar f’dawn il-postijiet:
— Rahal Gdid

n “'1_‘ +

* Klini¢i 'Rahal 'Gdid, ir-Rabat, iz-
Zejtun, Hal Qormi u 1-Furjana.

* [S.SERVIZZI TAL-MOVIMENT
TA’” KANA JINGHATAW KOL-
LHA BLA HLAS.




, 6.

* F’Malta u Ghawdex hawn 16-il

Kongregazzjonijiet ta’ Sorijiet.

# Hawn ma’ 1-1200 soru f’Malta u

aktar minn 600 ohra jahdmu bar-

ra £27 pajjiz differenti fil-5 kon-

tinenti tad-dinja.

* F’Malta hawn ukoll 6 monasteri

ta’ sorijiet Klawsura li huma de-

dikati l-aktar ghat-talb u l-kon-

templazzjoni.

* Is-sorijiet jiehdu hsieb u jmex-

Xu:

— 15-il dar tat-tfal u z-zgha-
zagh;

— 14-il dar tax-xjuh;

— 3 idjar ghat-tfajliet u nisa f’
diffikultajiet.

* Is-sorijiet jaghmlu hidma kbira

wkoll:

— fil-qasam ta’ l-edukazzjoni
tat-tfal u zghazagh;

— fl-isptarijiet u l-habs;

Is-Sorijiet

— fil-parroc¢i bhala Katekisti;

— bhala ‘counsellors’;

— ma’ l-anzjani f’darhom;

— fis-seminarji ta’ Malta u ta’
Ghawdex; '

— fil-fabbriki;

— if’xoghol = iehor Kklerikali u

manwali.
“Immexxija  mill-imhabba li
jkebbes f’qalbhom, I-Ispirtu 's-

Santu (Rum. 5,5), ir-religjuzi jghi-
xu, dejjem aktar ghal Kristu u 1-
Gisem tieghu li hi 1-Knisja (Kol.
1,24). Ghalhekk aktar ma jkunu
marbuta b’herqa ma’ Kristu bic¢-ca-
hda totali u ghal dejjem taghhom
linfushom, aktar tistaghna 'l-hajja
tal-Knisja u aktar tkun hajja u
ghammjela I-hidma ta’ l-appostolat
taghha.” ;

(Kon¢ilju Vatikan II, Digriet fuq
il-Hajja Religjuza No. 1).

7. Ir-Religjuzi rgiel -

F’Malta u Ghawdex hawn, 12-il
ordni religjuz ta’ l-irgiel — 11
ta’ patrijiet u wahda tal-‘Broth-
ers’ (Freres).

+ B’kollox dawn l-ordnijiet shand-

hom aktar minn 500 membru f’
Malta y ftit ingas minn 300 jah-
dmu barra, minn Malta fi 22 paj-
jiz imxerrda mad-dinja kollha.
Il-patrijiet jiehdu hsieb 15-il par-
rocéa f’Malta fejn ighixu  mal-
50,000 ruh,

* Barray l-parrocci, il-patrijiet
ghandhom ukoll ghadd mhux
zghir ta’ knejjes biex jagdu 1-hti-
giet spiritwali ta’ dawk li jghixu
qribhom, hafna drabi ’l boghod
mic-Centru tar-rahal. ‘

« Il-patrijiet jaghtu servizz ukoll:
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— fl-isptartijiet;

— fid-djar u l-istituti tal-Knisja;

— fl-iskejjel;

— fi¢-Centri taz-zghazagh;

— fil-fabbriki u postijiet tax-xo-
xoghol;

— fil-Fakulta tat-Teologija u fl-
INSERM;

— fit-Tribunal taz-Zwigijiet;

— PKummissjonijiet tal-Knisja.

* L-istess bhal ta’ gassis, il-kors

ta’ thejjija v studju li jaghmel
patri jiehu madwar 8 snin.

* Ir-religjuzi jghixu f’komunita u
minbarra, ¢-celibat ghandhom il-
vot ta’ fagar u ubbidjenza.
“...dawk kollha msejhin minn

Alla biex jipprattikaw il-kunsilli

evangelici u li jwiegbu b’fedelta



ghal din is-sejha u jidhlu biex jos-
servaw dawn il-kunsilli jkunu ged
jintrabtu mal-Mulej b’rabta spe¢ja-
li.. Huma jimitaw u jimxu wara
Kristu li, kast u fqir (Lg, 8,20; 9,

8.

Id_Djar tax-Xjuh fi hdan l-Arc¢i-
djocesi ged jissussidjaw lil kull xih
u xiha b’xi Lm450 fis-sena jew lira
u tlieta u ghoxrin c¢entezmu kul-
jum, Dan jirrizulta mir-Rendikont
Finanzjarju ta’ 1-Arcidjocesi ghas-
sena 1982.

Id-Djar inkluzi f’dan ir-rapport
huma Dar Sawra (Rabat), Dan San
Guzepp (Zebbug), Ospizju S’Anna
(Senglea), Apap Institute (Ham-
run), Jesus of Nazareth (M’Xlokk),
Id-Dar tal-Kleru (B’Kara). F’dawn
id-Djar hemm jghixu madwar 128
ragel u mara. Biex jiehdu hsieb-
hom hemm madwar 39 soru u 22
impjegat. Ix-xjuh f’dawn id-djar
ihallsu skond ma jistghu u hemm
min sahansitra ma jhallas xejn. Ix-
xjuh kollha, ukoll dawk li ma jis-
tghux ihallsu, jinghataw I-istess
servizz u trattament.

L-anzjani i hemm fid-djar 1i
tmexxi l-Arc¢idjocesi jhallsu, ras
ghal ras, Lm772 fis-sena. Jekk
tagsam l-ispiza 1i ssir biex jinzam-
mu dawn id-djar issib H ras ghal
ras kull persuna li hemm fihom ti-
gi tqum ma’ 1-Lm]1,200 fis-sena, Ji-
gifieri d-djar qed jissussidjaw 1il
B R

9. Is-Sorijiet

Tul 1-1982 id-Dhul kollu tas-
sorijiet tal-Klawsura fi hdan 1-
Arcidjocesi ras ghal ras kien
biss ta’ Lm460 fis-sena. Dan jir-
rizulta mir-Rendikont Finanz-
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58) feda u qaddes lill-bnedmin per-
mezz ta’ ubbidjenza anke sal-mewt
fuq is-salib (Fil. 2,8).
(Mill-Kon¢ilju Vatikan II, Dig-
riet fuq il-Hajja Religjuza Nru. 1).

Sussidju ta’ Lm450 lill-anzjani mill-Knisja

kull xih u xiha b’xi Lim450 fis-sena.
Dak li jhallsu x-xjuh f’dawn id-
djar iservi biss ghall-ikel, hasil, ti-
swijiet y manutensjoni. Dak li jagh-
tu x-xjuh langas iservi biex anke
jithallsu l-pagi ta’ l-impjegati lajci
Dawn, il-pagi jlahhqu ma’ I-
Lm44,147.

Dawn, id-djar jistghu jmexxu °’l
quddiem minhabba 1-hidma dedi-
kata u generuza ghall-ahhar tat-38
soru li hemm jahdmu fihom lejl u
nhar. Kieku dawn is-sorijiet kel-
lhom jibdew jithallsu paga regola-
ri kieku dawn id-djar jaghalqu. II-
hidma ta’ dawn is-sorijiet u ta’ I-
awziljari li jghinu voluntarjament
ma tistax titkejjel bil-flus.

Id-djar ghandhom ukoll dhul
mill-proprjeta li xi nies generuzi
hallewlhom, u dhul iehor minn im-
ghaxijiet.  Mill-proprjeta fI-1982
dahhlu Lm11,026 u mill-investi-
menti Lm14,456. Minkejja dan kol-
lu, tul l-istess sena d-Djar kellhom
telf ta’ Lm26,660. Jekk id-dhul
mill-proprjeta jew mill-investimen-
ti b’xi mod jonqos id-Djar ikollhom
diffikultajiet akbar.

tal-Klawsura jghixu b’Lm460 fis-sena, ras ghal ras

jarju ghas-Sena 1982 li 1-Arc¢i-
djocesi ta’ Malta. ghadha kemm
ippublikat.

B’dawn il-flus, is-sorijiet riedu
jieklu, jilbsu, ilahhqu mal-bzon-



nijiet tal-hajja u jzommu I-mo-
nasteri fi stat tajjeb. Aktar
minn 80% tad-dhul tas-sorijiet
gej mill-proprjeta 1i hallewlhom
ta’ qabilna, waqt i mas-17%
tad-dhul gej mill-imghax fuq 1-
investimenti. Dawn il-flus ged
idahhluhom ghax ghadd ta’ Mal-
tin matul iz-Zmenijiet emmnu
fil-missjoni ta’ dawn is-sorijiet
u riedu jghinu biex il-mod ta’
ghixien ta’ dawn is-sorijiet ikun
garantit u b’hekk kunu jistghu
jkomplu jagdu l-missjoni tagh-
hom f’pajjizna.

F’Malta, hawn erba’ monasteri
tas-sorijiet tal-klawsura fi hdan
1-Arcidjocesi. Zewg monasteri
huma tas-sorijiet tal-Beneditti-

(TR .
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Fil-bidu tas-snin sebghin il-
Knisja Maltija iddecéidiet 1i tir-
rijorganizza l-amministrazzjoni
taghha, L-iskop ta’ din ir-rijor-
ganizazzjoni kien li r-rizorsi tal-
Knisja jintuzaw ahjar biex 1‘it—
jiebu 1=hidmiet p""(,‘ ah ja-
11, karite ; 11 i1 1 hid-

attivi

1

t.Maltin baghtu ittra;, magh-
rufa. bhala d- Docrnn ento di I‘rz

se. L-ittra kienet iffirmata mill-
Arcisqof Mikiel Gonzi u mill-Is-
qfijiet Emanuel Gerada u Em-
anuel Galea u minn Mons. Nikol
Cauchi, 1li kien Amministratur
Apostoliku t'Ghawdex. F’din 1-
ittra 1-isgfijiet kienu sejhu r-ri-
forma proposta bhala ‘“riforma

h

ni: ta’ San Pietru fl-Imdina u
ta’ Sta. Skolastika fil-Birgu. Ta’
l-ewwel twaggaf ghall-habta ta’
1-1418. Tt-tieni wiehed kien ukoll
beda fl-Imdina izda f1-1604 is-
sorijiet marru 1-Birgu.

Fil-belt Valletta insibu zewg
monasteri. Il-monasteru ta’ Sta.
Katerina 1i nbeda f1-1580 u 1-
monastery tas-sorijiet ta’  Sta.
Ursola, li nbeda 1-Birgu fl1-1546
mill-Granmastru Verdala. Tnax
-i1 sena. wara titiehed il-belt
Valletta.

F’dawn il-monasteri hemm 82
soru tal-kKlawsura 1i jghixu haj-
ja ta’ talb, xoghol u penitenza,
imwarrbin fis-skiet.

IR-RIJORGANIZAZZJONI TAL—A‘MMIN\I STRAZZJONI TAL-KNISJA

eminentement pastorali” 1li kie-
net ser tghin lill-Knisja taqdi
ahjar il-hidma taghha.

Dan id-Dokument Bagiku, fost
hwejjeg ohra, ordna ¢-central-
izazzjoni ta’ 1- amministranjoni
ta’ l-entij bﬁC}*

y v'(\'}._.

HP B 1
iet djocesani
nisig @ 11911

{

u..1i Y 8 2, gdida ta’
jithallsu l-gassisin.

Ilum, u fil-granet li gejjin,
ser naghtu aktar taghrif dwar
il-hidma kbira; 1i kellha ssir u

- ghadha qed issir biex din ir-ri-
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jorganizazzjoni titwettaq. Ser
niktbu wkoll dwar l-effetti taj-
bin 1i din ir-rijorganizazzjoni
ged thalli.



1. Il-flus li jdahhlu I-gassisin

Sa ingas minn 20 sena ilu, 1-

parti 1-kbira tal-gassisin dedi-

kati ghas-servizz tal-poplu kie-
nu jiddependu ghall-ghixien
taghhom mill-offerti 1li jaghtu-
hom 1l-insara ghall-qguddies u
ghal servizzi onhra.

Dan kien ifisser, fost hwejjeg
ohra, wahda li 1-gassis ma kel-
lux dhul fiss u l-ohra li l1-qassi-
sin li jahdmu f’parroé¢c¢i mnejn
id-dhul kien baxx, kienu gegh-
C}‘i\ ik ‘ matoric 4

(

dif; @Qassis irid: jiekc

irid 'ikollu dar fejn jogghod u
anki f’certi kazi ghall-ingas xi
“kumditajiet” ohra bhalma hu-
ma t-telefon u karozza li biha
jkun jista’ jagdi ahjar ix-xoghol
tieghu.

Bizzejjed wiehed jghid li sa 8
snin, ilu meta l-ingas paga kie-
net ta’ Lm12.00 fil-gimgha, viéi
f’parroc¢céa kien idahhal Lm9.60
fil-gimgha (bil-quddies b’kollox)
meta kien dedikat ghal 24 sie-
gha shah kuljum lest ha jwie-
geb ghas-sejhat li jsirulu.

L-Arc¢idjocesi riedet 1i kull
gassis 1i jiddedika s-servizz tie-
ghu ghad-djocesi ma jibgax
ikollu jogghod idhabbel rasu hu
halli jara kif jaghmel biex ikun
jista’ jghix b’mod dicenti. Kien
ghalhekk 1i 1-Arc¢idjocesi gham-
let riorganizazzjoni shiha tad-
dhul u hlasijiet 1il dawk is-sa-
cerdoti li kienu qed jiddedikaw
il-hin kollu taghhom ghal hid-
ma, pastorali. '

Din ir-rijorganizazzjoni bdiet
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fl-1 ta’ Novembru 1975. Minn
dak in-nhar bdiet tithaddem
skala ghad-dhul ta’ flus ta’
dawk il-gassisin kollha li jahd-
mu ‘“full time” fugq, éxoghol pas-
torali. Bl-iskema 1-gdida gie
mhares ahjar is-sens ta’ gustiz-
zja  mas-sacerdoti nfushom,
wagt li kienet ta’ vantagg ghall-
insara, Maltin ghax b’hekk is-
sacerdoti setghu jiddedikaw ak-
tar mill-hin taghhom ghal

Hnl na ali
L pas

L paLriy 11 ma jagnmi

ehor (p.ez. teachers mal-
Gvern, ec¢¢) kif iffissat ghas-se-
na 1982 u ghadu jghodd sallum.

Dan id-dhul huwa ‘“gross” —
minnu 1-gassisin irid ihallas 1-
“income tax” u s-sehem tieghu
tal-kontribuzzjoni ta’ Il-insur-
ance (il-bolla).

Qeghdin ukoll ingibu salarji
ta’ xi impjegati biex wiehed ikun
jista’ jkollu idea aktar ¢ara tal-
gaghda finanzjarja tal-gassis 1i
wara snin ta’ studju, jinxtehet
biex jaghti servizz lill-poplu ta’
Alla fl-Arc¢idjocesi ta’ Malta.

Il-kariga ta’ 1-Arcisqof ghaid-
ha remunerazzjoni ta’ L.m3,356
fis-sena.

< 1 3
xoghol i

A. Karigi
Vigarju Generali ... ...
Kancillier, Segretarju
Djocesan, Segretarju
Amministrattiv, Rettur

Dhul fis-sena
Lm2,062

tas-Seminarju ... ... ... Lm1,966
Professur fil-Fakulta .
tat-Teologija vew ..o Lm1,916



Kappillani u Kapi 5
... Lm1,866

WREECH il o ey

Vic¢i parroku u

qassisin o ke 0. Im 666
N.B. (1) Dawn il-figuri ma

jinkludux il-bonus.

(2) Ic¢-cifri jinkludu fihom
ukoll l-offerta li tinghata bhala
elemosina tal-quddiesa.

(3) Ta’ min jghid ii l-gassisin
li jagdu aktar minn uffi¢ccju
wiehed fl-Arc¢idjocesi ma jin-
ghatawx remunerazzjoni ta’

kull uffi¢éju 1li jagdu, izda re- -

munerazzjoni shiha tinghata
biss ghall-kariga princ¢ipali u
mbaghad kontribuzzjoni ghall-
uffi¢eju l-iehor. Dan ighodd
ukoll ghal Monsinjuri u 1-Kano-
nici. '

Biex wiehed jiehu ideja ahjar
geghdin ingibu wkoll xi figuri
ohra ta’ xi mpjegati tal-Gvern.

B. Skrivani tac-Civil
Dhrul fis-sena
Kap ta’ Dipartiment IT Lim4,204

ARc-nt T ke | dnels i Lamn$ 202
Clerk II (skrivan) ... Lm2,522
Clerk I (skrivan) ... ... Lm2,114

C. Ujficjali Professjonali
(tobba, dentisti, inginiera,
avukati ecc.)

Grade TIT . . ek o vlim4,058

2. Amministrazzjoni

Hawn min jahseb li fejn gha-
ndha x’tagsam l-amministrazzjoni
tal-proprjeta’ w gid iehor, il-Knisja
f'Maltar hi x’aktarx dizorganizzata
u li dan il4gid gieghed f’idejn xi
erba’ sacerdoti dilettanti.

I-verita’ turi xort’ohra.

F’Marzu 1972, Idsqfijiet ta’
Malta w Ghawdex ressqu ghall-
konsiderazzjoni tas-Santa Sede do-
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Grade II -..-... ... .., ... Lm3,643
Grade T o v e s emB.292
D. Dipartiment ta’
I-Edukazzjoni
Dinetbimm o mbEiin G Lm4,204
Kap ta’ Skola II ... ... Lm3,514
Kap ta’ Skola I'...0 ... ... Lm3,202
Teacher T ..\ o i oo Lm2,622
E. Paga Minima
Nazzjonali Lm1,554
Dawn il-figuri jitkellmu ~we-

hedhom. Vic¢i-Kappillan jircievi
ftit aktar mill-paga minima
nazzjonali; 1il-Vigarju Generali
(1-oghla kariga wara 1-Arcisqof)
jinghata Lmb50 fis-sena indas
mill-izghar grad ta’ skrivan u l-
Arc¢isqgof, ftit aktar minn sur-
mast ta’ skola zghira. Ir-remiu-
nerazzjoni ta’ Professur fil-Fa-
kulta tat-Teologija hija Lm1,000
angas fis-sena minn teacher
mal-gvern b’sitt snin esperjenza.
Wiehed ma jridx jinsa li 1-
kors ta’ qassisin huwa  itwal
mill-kors tat-tobba u l-avukati.
Dan kollu juri i min jintefa’
ghall-hidma  sacerdotali = zgur
ma jaghmilx hekk minhabba 1-
flus. Ix-xoghol ta’ gassis la hu
impieg u langas professjoni, iz-
da servizz u missjoni Ii jitlob
dedikazzjoni shiha.

organizzata

kument miaghruf bhala “Decumen-
to di Base”. Dan id-Dokument ip-
propona tliet hwejjelg principali:
(1) 1i I-finanzi Kollha jkunu am-
ministrati minn post wiehed;  (2)

1i jitwaqqaf il-Kunsill rapprezent-

attiv Djocesan uw (3) 1-Kumitat Fi-
nanzjarju Djocesan.

TI-Kumsill Raprezentattiv, kif
jixhed ismu, jirraprezenta tista’



tghid lill-ogsma Kollha ta’ I-Arci-
djocesi. Fih hemml il-Vigarju Ge-
nerali, is-Segretarju Amministrat-
tiv, is-Segretarju Pastorali u rap-
pmez,emtamu mahtura wara elezzjoni
tal-Kapitlu tal-Katidral, tal-Kolleg-
gjati, tal-Kappillani, taﬂ Vilcijiet, tal-
Kunsill tal-Patrijiet,  tal-Kunsill
Presibterali (qgassisin u " patrijiet)
u tal-Kunsill tas-Sorijiet. Fih ukoll
zewg lajci — wiehed jirraprezenta
1-Kunsill Pastorali w l-iehor l-ghaqg-
diet religjuzi.

I1- Kumsill jiltaqa rtaht il presi
]1et ]1bt1e'hldﬂ.11 vwasra vo«tazzmm Dan
jurt 1i HKunsill — il-KRD! kif inhu
maghruf fil-qosor — hu organu
demokratiku w permezz tieghu ji-
gi zgurat 1i decizzjonijiet import-
anti 1i jolgtu lHajja tad-djocesi ma
jittiehdux mjinn  persuna wahda
jew grupp zghir ta’ mies izda minn
ghadd ta’ persuni fil-bi¢ca l-kbira
taghhom maghzula bil-voti. ta’ min
jirraprezentaw.

L-ghan ta’ dan dl- Kunsﬂl klen
mansub mill-bidw . 1L = lili-Knisja

f’Maita jtiha Korp li jkun jista’

jara x’inhuma ‘htigijiet l-aktar im-

portanti tad-djocesi f'dak 1i jolgtu

lramministrazzjoni, ifassal policy
generali u jara li din il-policy tigi
miwettqa.

Flimkien maldK ,R.D., ukoll
bhala rizultat tad-“Documento - di
Base”, twagqqaf il-Kumitat < Finanz-
jarju Djocesan. Dan il-Kumitat,
minbarra l-Arcisqof, il-Vigarju Ge-
nerali w s-Segretarju Amminist-
rattiv, hu maghmul minn nies te-
kni¢i b’esperjenza fl-amministraz-
zjoni, fosthom avukat, perit u”ban-
kier. Xogholu hu 1i jwettag id-de-
¢izzjonijiet 1i jiehu -KR.D. waqt
li- fl-istess hin jipprepara prog-
ramm biex jitressag quddiem: - il-
K:R.D. ghall-approvazzjoni tieghu.

_ Minbarra 1-Kunsill Rapprezent-
attiv uw 1-Kumitat Finanzjarju u
bhala frott - tar-rijorganizazzjoni
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amministrattiva fi hdan id-djodesi,
twaqqaf ukoll 1-Ufficcju Djoicesan
Amministrattiv. Dan l-uffic¢ju fih
zewg ferghat jew fagsimiet; wahda
msejha “Tagsima Finanzi” w l-oh-
ra ‘‘Tagsima Proprjeta”. Hafna
minn dawk li jahdmu f'dawn iz-
zewg tagsimiet huma sekulari (u
mhux qassisin jew = religjuzi) bi
kwalifiki mehtiega fl-amministraz-
zjoni wu lfinanzi. Tl-kapijiet taz-
zewlg tagsimiet wukoll jiffurmaw
parti mill-Kumitat Finanzjarju.
Biex jghin fix-xoghol ta’ l-am-
ministrazzjoni, it-tagsimiet illum
ghandhom l-ghajnuna ta’ makkin-
arju modern bhalma hu Computer
li mhux biss ihaffef ix-xoghol u
jaghmiu aktar ezatt, izda wkoll
jaghmel tajjeb xghlan-numru limi-
tat ta’ mies 1li hemm impjegati.
Importanti i wiehed jghid ukoll

1il x-xoghol tat-Tagsima Finanzi ji-

gi ezaminat regolarment minn dit-
ta maghrufa ta’ awdituri.

Dan juri li r-rijorganizazzjoni
amministrattiva mixtiega = mill-
Knisja 1 mifassla fid-“Documiento
di Base” bdiet issehh bis-serjeta’.
Izda setghet timxi 1 quddiem l-ak-
tar bil-ghajnuna tal-makkinarju ilii
dahal fis-suq u 1 d4djocesi setghet
tixtritixtri mhabba 1i kien rohios
il-prezz. Minghajr dan  il-makkin-
arju kien  ikun kwazi -mpossibbli
li wiehed jasal ghal rizultat 1i ji-
gbor fih id-dhul u l-hrug ta’ flus
kif wkoll il-qaghda finanzjarja ta’
I-Arcidjoicesi kollha. .

B’dagshekk ma jfissirx 11 ma
ghiadx baga’ xi jsir. [-Knisja = ta’
Malta hija deciza 1i ma tharisx lu-
ra. Hija trid tkompli tibga’ torga-
nizza l-affarijiet taghha, u ssir dej-
jem izjed effi¢jenti fl-amministraz-
zjoni taghha. U 'dan biex fid-dinja
tal-lum tkun tista’ tagdi l-missjomni
pastorali taghha skond ma jitolbu
z-zimenijiet u bilsmetodi 1i jezistu
Ilumy halli tkun tista’ taghti servizz
dejjem ahjar lill-poplu.



3. Fundazzjonijiet tal-Quddies

Il-flus li ghandha 1-Knisja gejjin
minn fundazzjonijiet jew: donazzjo-
nijiet maghmula mill-insara sa
minn zmien ilu. Fundazzjoni tit-
wagqgaf meta persuna taghti jew
thalli proprjeta bil-hsieb 1i I-im-
ghax jew kera li thalli, tigi appli-
kata f’Quddies jew servizzi ohra ta’
kult, karita jew opri socjali skond
il-volonta tal-fundatur.

Hemm zewg modi kif isiru fun-
dazzjonijiet:

i. b’ghotja  inkella donazzjoni
wagt hajtu (din tissejjah inter
Vi ;i

inkella
donazzjoni (‘inter vivos’) :
Din issir meta wiehed imur huwa
stess ghand il-kappillan, jew xi sa-
cerdot jew il-Kurja u jaghmel do-
manda li biha jitlob lill-Arcisqof
iwaqqaf fundazzjoni. Fundazzjoni
tibda ssehh meta titwaqqgaf b’dig-
riet ta’ 1-Arcisqof. :
Il-Knisja f’Malta, b’effett tar-ri-
jorganizazzjoni u bil-permess do-
vut tas-Santa Sede, sa minn Lulju
1979 bdiet taccetta fundazzjonijiet
maghmula minn persuni hajjin (in-
ter vivos) ghal 25 sena biss.
Il-flus 1i jithallew jigu depositati
I-Kurja u jibdew jitwettqu l-obbligi
li 1-fundatur ikun irid. Min jidde-
posita 1-flus jinghata ghazla. Huwa
jiddeciedi dak il-hin stess jekk
iridx li 1-flus imorru ghal xi skop

religjuz jew ta’ karita wara 1-25 °

sena, ez. Seminarju, Missjoni, Isti-
tuti ec¢. B’hekk dan jiehu suffrag-
ju ghal rubu mill-gid spiritwali li
jinkiseb mill-attivitajiet pastorali li
jsiru b’dawk il-flus imhollija. Jista’
jiddeciedi wkoll 1i figheluq il-25 se-
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na, il-flus imhollija fi Zmien gasir
isiru kollha quddies u 1-fundazzjo-
ni taghlaq.

Min jaghzel li ma’ l-gheluq tal-
25 sena l-kapital ta’ flus imur ghal
xi opra religjuza jew ta’ karita, ji-
gi mitlub’ jawtorizza lill-Arc¢isqof
biex jekk il-flus imhollija ma jku-
nux jistghu jigu wzati kif ried hu,
nghidu ahna jmorru ghal istitut u
dan ma jkunx ghadu jezisti, wara 1-
25 sena, il-flus imorru ghal xi skop
iehor religjuz jew ta’ karita Kkif jid-

hirlu l-ahjar 1-Arcisqof.

Kul! ) jach f 17~
7_:“"; i 114 y n
i1 r-
repeti ) - lo-
kali kisbet 18551 )
minghand il-Papa. Il-Papa biss jis-

ta’ jaghti permess f’dak li ghandu
x’jagsam mal-quddies.

ii. Fundazzjoni b’testment:

Wiehed jista’, fit-testment tie-
ghu, inizzel li jrid li wara mewtu
titwaqgaf fundazzjoni skond ix-
xewqa tieghu. L-ezekutur (min
ikun responsabbli biex isehh it-
testment) jew il-werrieta mbaghad
jitolbu lil Mons. Arcisqof biex jil-
ga’ din it-talba u jwaggaf din il-
fundazzjoni. Tl-flus jigu depozitati
fil-Kurja biex bl-interessi ta’ kull
sena jitwettqu 1-obbligi li jkun irid
min ghamel it-testment. S’issa
ghadhom jigu accettati fundazzjo-
nijiet perpetwi (ghal dejjem) per-
mezz ta’ testment. Il-Ligi Kanonika
l-gdida thalli fidejn [-Isqfijiet tal-
post ghal kemm zmien ghandhom
isiru fundazzjonijiet. Hadd hlief-
hom ma ghandu setgha f'dawn il-
hwejjes.

Dwar il-fundazzjonijiet perpetwi



li saru gabel, anke mijiet ta’ snin
ilu, l-awtoritajiet tal-Knisja f’Mal-
ta kienu ga talbu lis-Santa Sede sa-
biex isir studju dwarhom ghax is-
Santa Sede biss ghandha s-setgha
li tikkunsidra u tiddeciedi dwar
talbiet bhal dawn. Izda s’issa 1-po-
zizzjoni ghadha ma nbidlitx —
ghadu bhal gabel, Li nbidel f'xi
kazi hu n-numru ta’ quddies im-
holli fil-fundazzjoni. Billi n-numru
ta’ quddies kien marbut mal-valur
tal-fundazzjoni, fejn dan il-valur
kiber hafna, in-numru ta’ quddies
zdied, waqt 1i fejn nizel hafna,- 1-
ghadd ta’ quddies Kkellu jongos.
Dan biex tigi rispettata kif titlob
il-Knisja, ir-rieda tal-fundatur i
meta waqqgaf il-fundazzjoni ried
ukoll li I-flus li halla jservu biex
jipprovdu ghixien ahjar ghas-sa-
cerdoti meta jgaddsu l-quddies.
Kull min ghamel fundazzjoni fl-
imghoddi, ghamilha ghax kellu fi-
ducja fil-Knisja Hu kien cert li jekk
xi darba mhabba 1i jinbidlu ¢-¢ir-
kostanzi l-iskop tal-fundatur ma
jkunx jista’ jibga’ jitwettaqg, u I-
Knisja jkollha taghmel xi tibdil, hi
dejjem ser tibga’ tirrispetta 1-vo-
lonta jew rieda tal-fundatur. Per
ezempju, il-Knisja ma tistax, flus
imhollija ghall-quddies,
biex taghmel pittura jew nar ghal
festa. )
Meta c¢-cirkostanzi jitolbu li jsir
xi tibdil fil-fundazzjonijiet, dan
isir (bis-setgha tal-Papa, jew ta’
dawk li hu, u hu biss, jawtorizza.
Ghaliex il-fundatur, meta waqqaf
fundazzjoni ried li din tigi ammi-
nistrata biss mill-awtoritajiet tal-

- Knisja.

Ma jkunx barra minn loku li
nfakkru dak 1i kitbu I-Isqfijiet Mal-
tin fl-24 ta’ Gunju li ghadda dwar
dawk in-nies li minhabba l-fagar
taghhom ma jistghux jaghmlu of-
ferti lis-sacerdoti biex jitgaddes
quddies skond il-fehma taghhom.
Dwar dan l-isgfijiet kitbu hekk:

“Dawn, minkejja dan kollu,
ghandhom sehem ukoll mill-gid
tal-quddies. 1l-Knisja ghax thobb-
hom, minn dejjem hasbet fihom
tant i f’kull quddiesa 1i titqaddes,
isir talb ghall-hajjin u l-mejtin kol-
lha. Barra dan, kull isqof u kull
kappillan joffri s-sagrificcju tal-
quddiesa fil-Hdud u fil-festi kollha
ta’ matul is-sena ghall-bZzonnijiet
spiritwali u materjali tal-Poplu ta’
Alla fdat f’idejhom, kif ukoll ghas-
suffragju tal-mejtin kollha. Dan
jaghmluh minghajr ma jistghu jir-
¢cievu ebda elemozina ghal dan il-
quddies.”

Ma’ dan inzidu wkoll illi s-sacer-
doti tad-dinja li fit-2 ta’ Novembru
jgaddsu tliet quddisiet, igaddsu
wahda minnhom ghall-erwieh tal-

V purgatorju. It-tielet wahda titgad-

tuzahom -
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des dejjem 'skond l-intenzjoni tal-
Papa. Dawn jitqaddsu minghajr ma
tittieched ebda offerta jew elemo-
zina ghalihom.

Il-Ligijiet tal-Knisja ma jipper-
mettux lis-sacerdoti li jiehdu l-ele-
mozina ghalihom meta jgaddsu
ghat-tieni darba. Fil-kaz ta’ Malta,
il-flus 1i s-sacerdot jircievi ghat-tie-
ni quddiesa jintbaghtu lill-Kurja
ghall-fond 1i minnu johrog il-hlas li
jinghataw is-sacerdoti.



(4) Kif giet ghand il-Knisja l-proprijeta

Meta 1-Knisja Maltija habbret li
kienet ser tirrijorganizza l-ammi-
nistrazzjoni taghha, kienet tkel-
Imet ukoll dwar kif, perimezz ta’
din ir-rijorganizazzjoni fil-qasam
tal-proprjeta tkun tista’ tmexxi ah-
jar il-hidmiet pastorali taghha.

Kif giet ghandha din il-proprjeta?

Qabel xejn tajjeb 1li wiehed
izomm quddiem ghajnejh li, mis-
sena 1822, il-Knisja ma setghetx
takkwista art jew bini hlief ghal

skop religjuz biss, bhal per ezem-

pju dar ghall-kappillan jew ghas-
sorijiet, istituti e¢¢. Dan minhabba
I-Ligi tal-Manomorta. Minn dak iz-
zmien, kull art jew bini maolli lill-
Knisja kellu jinbiegh fi Zmien sena.

‘Ghalhekk il-proprjeta li ghandha
I-Knisja Ilum, fil-bicca I-kbira
- taghha zZgur li ilha ghandha minn
gabel is-sena 1822. Ta’ min ighid
li dak iz-Zmien ma kienet tezisti
ebda ligi (kif hemm illum) 1i kie-
~ net tobbliga li jigu registrati 1-kun-
tratti 1i permezz taghhiom il-prop-
rietd tkun ghaddiet f’idejn il-Knis-
ja.

Ghalhekk f’hafna kazi jista’ jkun
li 1-Knisja (u forsi l-istess Gvern)
ma, jkollhiex fidejha l-kuntratt li
bih art ghaddiet f’idejn  il-Knisja
jew kopja tieghu. Xi drabi langas
biss kien mitlub mil-ligi i jkun
hemm kuntratt. Izda dan zgur ma
jfissirx b’dagshekk li 1-Knisja, din
il-kwalita ta’ proprjeta, tkun ser-
githa! Tabithaqq, skond il-ligijiet
tal-Knisja 1i ilhom jezistu tista’
tghid minn dejjem, il-Knisja ma jis-
tax ikollha proprjeta (1) jekk din
ma tkunx giet moghtija lilha, (2)
skond il-ligijiet tal-pajjiz li jkunu
jezistu u (3) trid kun accettata es-
pressament mill-Awtorita Ekklesja-

stika (u mhux minn xi sacerdot in-
dividwali). II-Knisja tinsisti wkoll
li jkun hemm ‘“bona fide” kontin-
wu. Dan ifisser illi 1-hin kollu 1-
Knisja riedet tkun ¢erta li l-art
mhix qieghda ghandha b’xi gerq
izda bil-kunsens shih ta’ min ta-
hietha. '

Issa skend il-ligi ¢ivili ta’ Malta,
kulmin ikun ipposieda art jew bini
taht ¢erti kundizzjonijiet, fosthom,
ghal 30 sena shah u kontinwi, din
l-art jew bini jibgghu tieghu anke
jekk wara 30 sena jfigg xi hadd li
juri 1i dik il-proprjetd ma hijiex ta’
min kien ged jokkupaha. Dan gha-
liex il-ligi msejha tal-‘‘preskrizzjo-
ni” ssostni li jekk wiehed ghandu
proprjeta u ilu jokkupaha bhala sid
ghal mhux ingas minn 30 sena,
biex ghamel hekk, sinjal 1i kellu
dritt ghaliha.

Kif semmejna diga, il-bicca I-
kbira hafna tal-proprjeta 1li ghan-
dha 1-Knisja mhux 30 sena biss il-
ha ghandha, izda zgur aktar minn
160 sema, jigifieri minn gabel 1-
1822.  Dan ifisser li bil-ligi civili
biss il-Knisja, bhal kulhadd, ghan-
dha d-dritt kollu li zzomm il-pro-

. prjeta taghha. Meta nafu, kif diga

ghedna, li 1-Knisja mbaghad ghan-
dha ligijiet ohra 1li huma aktar
iebsin mil-ligi tal-Gvern, allura nis-
tghu nserrhu rasna 1i l-proprjeta li
ghandha 1-Knisja zgur li waslet
ghandha ghax tawhielha u ghal-
hekk qieghda ghandha bid-dritt
kollu.

Rigward il-kwistjoni tad-desti-
nazzjoni, jigifieri li xi proprjeta
tal-Knisja llum ma ghadhiex tintu-
za ghall-iskopijiet 1i min tahielha

~ried 1i tintuza ghalihom, ta’ min
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jistgarr 1i jezistu kazi bhal dawn.



Izda  jekk il-Knisja ghamlet hekk
zgur li dan ma ghamlitux b’abbuz
jew b’kapri¢¢ imma ghax hekk kie-
nu jitolbu ¢-c¢irkostanzi.

Per ezempju, kien hemm kaz ta’
nies li hallew gid jew proprjeta
biex mill-flus 1i tirrendi l-proprjeta
jinfdew l-ilsiera u jinghataw il-hel-
sien. Kulhadd jaf 1i d-drawwa kru-
dili 1i jinzammu l-ilsiera ilha i
nqgatghet minn fostna, u ghalhekk
l-iskop 1i ghalih thalliet il-proprje-
ta jew flus ma baqax jezisti. Ghal-
hekk il-Knisja, bis-setgha mhollija
lilha, fittxet 1i taghmel uzu minn
dan id-dhul ghal skopijiet ohra ta’
gid kif fil-fatt xtaq jaghmel min
wagqqaf il-fundazzjoni.

Meta I-Knisja taghmel dan, hija
ma tkunx qed tmur kontra dak li
ried min hallielha 1-gid biex tam-
ministrah. Min hallihula ghamel
hekk ghax kellu fiducja shiha fil-
Knisja. Hu kien jaf li 1-Knisja qatt
mhu ser tikser il-fiducja tieghu.
" Kien jaf ukoll li jekk i¢-¢irkostan-
zi jinbidlu, il-Knisja taghmel I-ah-

jar uzu possibbli’' mill-gid 1i huwa °
fdalha — uzu li jagbel ma’ l-inten-
zjoni tieghu. Din il-haga 1-Knisja
tant hi iebsa fugha 1li meta min-
habba li ¢-¢irkostanzi jinbidlu hija
jkollha taghmel xi tibdil fl-uzu ta’
min hallilha 1-gid din taghmlu biss
bl-awtorita tal-Papa. Hadd hliefu,
jewt jekk mhux bl-awtorizzazjoni
tieghu, ma jista’ jaghmel dan.
Interessanti li wiehed ighid li
anke fil-kamp ¢ivili kellna kazijiet
fejn l-iskop ta’ min halla fundaz-
zjoni ma setax jigi osservat ghal
kollox, ghax ikunu tbiddlu ¢-¢ir-
kostanzi. Ghalhekk min ikun qged
jamministra 1-gid ta’ min ikun hal-
lieh, ma jkun qged jaghmel l-ebda
abbuz jekk jibga’ juza dak il-gid
ghal skop iehor li jixbhu. Hekk ga-
ra fil-kaz ta’ diversi kazi amminis-
trati sahansitra mill-Gvern stess.
Dan 1i ktibna juri li 1-Knisja .
ghandha kemm dritt:- morali vali-
du, kif ukoll dritt legali validu
ghall-proprjeta 1i qed tippossjedi.

(9) Il-proprjeta tal-Knisja

Il-Knisja f'Malta tamministra
ghadd ta’ proprjeta. Din il-pro-
prjeta nghatatilha minn persuni
ghax dawn gharfu 1i 1-Knisja kien
jehtigilna mezzi materjali biex
tmantni I-kleru taghha u tmexxi
sew hwejjigha. Xi proprjeta thalliet
ukoll ghal quddies ghal ruh il-mej-
tin. Il-bi¢¢a l-kbira tal-proprjeta li
nghatat lill-Knisja ghandha obbligi
marbuta maghha, p.e. funzjonijiet,
opri ta’ karita u quddies 1i jrid jit-
gaddes kull sena.

Ir-rijorganizazzjoni amministrat-
tiva naturalment laqtet ukoll l-am-
ministrazzjoni tal-proprjeta. Il1-kun-
silli responsabbli mill-amminis-
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trazzjoni fasslu ‘policies’ i mexxew
il-hidma tal-Knisja f’dan il-gasam.

Uzu tajjeb tal-proprijeta

Fit-tfassil tal-‘pelicies’ dwar it-
tmexxija ta’ l-art taghha, 1-Arc¢id-
jocesi timxi fid-dawl tal-Evangelju
u tat-taghlim socjali taghha. Ghal-
hekk 1-Arc¢idjocesi ma timxix prin-
¢ipalment fuq linji kummercjali.
Dan johrog car mill-‘policies’ li 1-
Arcidjocesi ghamlet f’dan il-qasam,
bhal per ezempju:

1. Skema tat-‘terraced houses’.
Taht din l-iskema nghataw mijiet
ta’ plots b’kundizzjonijiet vantag-



¢juzi hafna ghall-gharajjes u ghall-
mizzewgin. F’din l-iskema l-plots
kienu jittellghu bix-xorti. Min kien
jiehu bi¢ca art kien jinghata ghaz-
la: jew jixtri l-art, izda bl- -obbligu li
ma tigix trasferlta fl-ewwel gha-
xar snin, ]ew — min ma setax jix-
trig— ]ehodha b’¢ens. Tul l-ewwel
hames snin ic-cens kien ikun im-
naqqas bin-nofs.

21 Id-dlar reszdenz;alz (dawk ok-
kupati minn min jogghod fihom b’
kera iew cens) setghu wkoll iinx-
traw. F’certi kazi nghata I-permess
lil mm ]1xtr1 li jhallas fuq medda
ta’ snin.

~3. Art ghall-biedja. Qed jinhad-
mu skemi biex ikun possibbli ghall-
bdiewa Jkollhom l-art li jagalghu X’
jieklu minnha. Barra dan, il-Knisja
tgabbel lart lill-bdiewa b’somom
zghar. hafna

4. Passz kontra l-ispekulazzjoni.
L- Arc1d100e51 ma Kkenitx tbiegh art
fug ‘green areas’. Dan minkejja li
ghadd ta’ persuni kienu joffru lill-
Arc¢idjocesi somom -konsiderevoli
ta’ flus li mhux soltu jinghataw
ghall-‘green areas’. Biex tigi evita-
ta l-ispekulazzjoni kien hemm kazi
fejn art jew hwienet inghataw b’
cens.

5. Bini ta’ struttura biex il-kleru
kif ukoll il-fratellanzi u 1-Ghaqdiet
ma jkunux imxekkla bl-amminis-
trazz]om tal-proprjeta. B’hekk iku-
nu Jlstghu jiddedikaw 1rw1ehhom
aktar ghall-hidma pastorah

Xi jsir mid-dhul tal-proprjeta
Ikun hawn min jista’ jistaqgsi xi
jsir mill-flus li 1-Arcidjocesi ddah-
hal mill-proprjeta? Hemm pro-
prjeta tal-Knisja wzata - ghall-edu-
kazzjoni; proprjeta ohra hija wzata
ghal skopijiet socjali u ta’ Kkarita,
p.e. Djar ghall-Anzjani, jew Djar

~l-art.

ghat-Tfal; proprjeta ohra hija wza-
ta ghas-servizzi liturgici u religjuzi.
Minn din il-proprjeta, 1-Arc¢idjoce-
si hafna drabi mhux talli ma ddah-
hal xejn izda jkollha hafna spejjez
biex izzommha.

~ L-Arcidjocesi ghandha wkoll art
jew proprjetd li minnha ddahhal
¢nus jew gbiela jew xi ntrojtu
iehor.

Il-bicca l-kbira minn din il-pro-
prjetd ghandha pizijiet marbutin
maghha, jigifieri min halla 1-pro-
prjeta hallieha biex mid-dhul li jsir
minnha jsiru ¢erti attivitajiet li jrid
hu. F’dan il-kaz id-dhul imur biex
titwettaq l-intenzjoni ta’ min halla
Fil-fatt, il-bicca 1-kbira tal-
flus li- jidhlu mill-proprjeta jmorru
ghall-manteniment tal-kleru. Flus
ohra: jmorru ghad-djar tax-xjuh,
djar tat-tfal, monasteri, seminarju
u hidmiet ohra tal-Knisja. Dawn il-
hidmiet ikunu mhedda jekk jonqos
id-dhul mill-proprjeta.

L-inventarju

L-inventarju jew i¢-censiment
kien biss wiehed mill-ghadd ta’ mi-
zuri ta’ rijorganizazzjoni mitluba
fid-Dekument Baziku. L-inventarju
jfisser 1li ssir lista tal-proprjeta,
deskrizzjoni - ta’ l-istess proprjeta,
tqgeghid taghha fuq pjanta apposta,
u taghrif dwar kif giet f’idejn dak
li jkun. Wiehed malajr jinduna li

- din hija bi¢¢a xoghol kbira specjal-
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ment meta wiehed izomm quddiem
ghajnejh li l-proprjeta tal-Knisja
giet f’idejha legittimament mijiet
ta’ snin ilu meta ma kenitx tezisti
I-facilita 1i tezisti llum tar-regis-
trazzjoni ta’ 1-Atti f'post centrali.
Il-process tar-rijorganizazzjoni
kien jitlob li aspetti ohra tar-rijor-
ganizazzjoni jinghataw preceden-
za, kif fil-fatt inghataw.



D. RENDIKONT FINANZJARJU TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI

Komunikati Stampa

1. Pubblikazzjo«ni tar-rendikont finanzjarju ta’ 1-Arcidjocesi ghas-sena 1982

Nhar 1-Erbgha, 28 ta’ Settembru
1983, 1-Arcidjocesi ta’ Malta ser

tippubblika r-Rendikont  Finan-
zjarju ghas-sena 1982,
Dan ir-Rendikont Finanzjarju

jigbor fih: it-48 parrocca mmexxi-
ja mill-gassisin; il-Fond Centrali;
it-Tagsima Finanzi; id-Djar tat-
Tfal u d-Djar tax-Xjuh li ghalihom
hija responsabbli 1-Arcidjocesi;
Kummissjonijiet Djocesani; il-Kapi-
tli (inkluz il-Kapitlu tal-Kattidral);
is-Seminarju; id-Dar tal-Provviden-
za u entijiet ohra djocesani.

Dawn l-entijiet huma differenti
minn xulxin u guridikament sepa-
rati Izda r-Rendikont Finanzjarju
jigbor flimkien dak kollu li ghand-
hom, l-investimenti taghhom f’Mal-
ta jew barra, id-dhul kollu tagh-
hom u anke l-hrug u l-ispejjez.

Fid-dahla ghall-verzjoni maltija
tar-Rendikont . Finanzjarju, Mons.
Philip Calleja, is-Segretarju Am-
ministrattiv, qal i dawn 1-Accounts
konsolidati setghu johorgu biss
minhabba I-progress 1i sar fir-rijor-
ganizazzjoni ta’ l-Arcidjocesi. Hu-
. wa zied jikteb li: : ]

“Ir-rijorganizazzjoni 1i ged issir
f’Malta hija xi haga radikali haf-
na. Fil-fatt m’hux komuni li djo-
cesijiet ohra jippubblikaw 1-Ac-
counts ta’ l-entijiet kollha f’salt fi
ktieb wieheq. Fejn jippubblikaw-
hom, aktarx jaghmlu dan enti enti,
p. ez. parroc¢ca tippubblika tagh-
ha, il-Fond Centrali jippubblika
tieghu, ec¢. F’Malta kien hawn di-
versi parroc¢i u entijiet li, Kkif isir
f’xi djocesijiet ohra, ippubblikaw

171

x’dahhlu u x’hargu. Il-lum l-Avi;(:id-
jocesi qged tippubblika 1-Accounts

ta’ l-entijiet taghha maghqudin

‘flimkien.”

Ix-xoghol fuq dan ir-Rendikont
sar minn Spiteri and Co., ditta
maghrufa ta’ l-Accountants u Aw-
dituri.
tan-nisa ser jippubblikaw wkoll 1-
Accounts ta’ l-istess ordnijiet kol-
lha f’salt. Anke d-djocesi t’"Ghaw-
dex ser tippubblika r-rendikont fi-
nanzjarju taghha.

Ir-Rendikont Finanzjarju ged jigi
ppubblikat f’zewg forom: wahda
bl-Ingliz u 1-ohra bil-Malti. Il-ver-
zjoni Ingliza tikkonsisti fir-rapport
maghmul mid-ditta Spiteri and Co.
u introduzzjoni minn Mons Philip
Calleja, Segretarju Amministrattiv,
u s-Sur A.P. Farrugia, Principal tat-
Tagsima Finanzi. Dan il-ktejjeb jin-
biegh 80c. '

Qed tigi ppubblikata wkoll ver-
zjoni popolari bil-Malti. Din il-ver-
Zjoni tghin lil min mhux midhla
tal-lingwagg tekniku ta’ I-‘ac-
counts’ biex jifhem ahjar dak li
jkun fihom. Dan il-ktejjeb huwa
stampat b’zewg kuluri u jinbiegh
60c. Iz-zewg kotba huma mahruga
mil-Ufficéju Djocesan ta’ -Ammi-
nistrazzjoni flimkien ma’ 1-Ufficc¢ju
Stampa tal-Kurja. Il-produzzjoni
saret mill-Media Centre.

Il-kotba ser ikunu ghall-bejgh
minn nhar 1-Erbgha 28 ta’ Settem-
bru mill-11.00 a.m. ’il quddiem.
Jinxtraw' mill-Qarrej Nisrani, Trig
1-Arc¢isqof 'il-Belt; Bugelli, Triq Sta.



Lucdija, il-Belt: Librerija Preca, Bla-
ta. 1-Bajda; librerija ta’ I-Istitut

Kattoliku u ghadd ta’ libreriji par-
rokkjali.

2. L-entijiet migbura ﬁr-rendlkont finanzjarju 1982

L-entijiet -migbura f’dan. ir-Ren-
dikont Finanzjarju huma mgassma
f’disa’ tagsimiet:

1. II-FOND CENTRALI fost 1-oh-
rajn jinkludi fih -il-Qasam (Mensa)
ta’ 1-Ar¢isqof, 11'FundaZZJon1]1et
tal- Quddlesa, ik Ufflcc;|u tal-Qud-
dies, u 1-Fond tal-Kleru. Il-qassi-
sin li- jahdmu ma’ 1-Arcidjocesi jit-
hallsu minn dan il- Fond.

2: dT+ TAQSIMA ‘FINANZI tam-
ministra 1-flus u 11nvest1ment1 ta’
l-ogsma <¢entralizzati fiha. . Insibu
wkoll il-Fond Centrali ghal - Flus
Barranin li huwa I- gwbra ta’ inves-
timenti barranin ta’ IArmd]ocem

3. IL-PARROCCI li jamministraw
il-qassisin. - Hemm = 48 - parrocca
minn dawn.

4. L-ISTAMPERIJA wu 1- gazzetta
IL-HAJJA;

3. Konferenza stampa dwar

I-Arcidjocesi ta’ Malta ' Hum,
ghall-ewwel darba ged tippubblika
r-Rendikont Finanzjarju ta’ l-enti-
jiet taghha maghqudin flimkien. L-
iordnijiet religjuzi ta’ l-irgiel u tan-
nisa ser jippubblikaw dalwaqt
ukoll ir-rendikont finanzjarju ta’ 1-
istess ordnijiet kollha f’salt

Qed isir hekk ghax 1-Ordnijiet u
1-Kongregazzjonijiet tar-Religjuzi
mhux biss huma guridikament se-
parati minn xulxin izda huma
wkoll = separati ' mill-Arcidjocesi.
Dan minhabba l-istess natura u ka-
' rattru taghhom.

Ghalhekk 1i qed jigi ppubblikat
illum huwa r-Rendikont Finanzjar-
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- 5. ID-DJAR TAX-XJUH li gha-
lihom hua responsanbh lArmd]o-
cesi. Hemm 51tta minn dawn ld-
djar.

6.- MONASTERI TAS-SORIJIET
TAL-KLAWSURA li -jiddependu
mill-Ar¢isqof: il- Monasteri ta’ San
Pietru (fl- Imdma), ‘Sta. Skolastika
(fil- Birgu); ta’ Sta. Katerlna -(11-
Belt) u ta’ Sta. Ursola (11 Belt)

7. ID-DJAR TAT-TFAL L-Arci-
djocesi hija responsabbh ghal -
minn dawn -id-djar. Din it- -tagsima
t1nk1ud1 wkoll il- KummlsSJom D]ar
tat-Tfal.

8. IS- SEMINARJU . kemm
Zghar kif ukoll tal-Kbar.

-9. ENTLJET OHRA bhad-Dar
tal-Provvidenza, xi Kumm1ss10m-
jiet DJocesam u 1-Kapitli (inkluz il-
Kapitlu tal-Kattidral). '

taz-

ir-rendikont finan_zj'arju

ju ta’ l-entijiet " ta’ l-Arcidjocesi
maghqudin flimkien. Meta nghidu
Accounts maghqudin nifhmu 1-Ac-
counts ta’ entijiet differenti u gu-
ridikament separati migbura flim- .
kien. ‘Dawh "1-Accounts jigbru ‘fi-
hom dak kollu li dahhlu’ jew har-
gu dawn l-entijiet tul 1-1982 u dak
kollu li kellnom fl-ahhar ta’ Il-is-
tess sena. \

Dan seta’ jsir ghax £1-1972 1-Is-
gfijiet ta’ Malta u Ghawdex kienu
nehdew ri-organizazzjoni ta’ l-am-
ministrazzjoni tal-gid tal-Knisja.
Il-process tar-rijorganizazzjoni
llum huwa zviluppat bizzejjed biex
hu possibbli 1i johorgu dawn 1-Ac-



counts. Din ir-rijorganizazzjoni hi-
ja xi haga radlkah hafna.

= xoghol fuq dan ir-Rendikont
Finanzjarju aggregat sar minn Spi-
teri and Co., ditta maghrufa ta’ As-
countants u Awdlturl

Ir- -rapport li he]]ew Spiteri and
Co. ged jigi ppubblikat shih ezat-
tament Kif hejjewh huma. Izda raj-
na wkoll 1i jkun utli li tigi ppub-
blikata verzjoni popolari biex dawk
li ma jifhmux il-lingwagg tekniku
ta’ l-accounts ikunu jistghu jsiru
jafu x’fihom dawn l-Accounts..

X’gh‘andha l-Aréidjoéesf f’Rapital
Ir-Rendikont - Finanzjarju - juri - li
l-entijiet kollha fi hdan l-Arcidjo-

¢esi ghandhom bejniethom ftit iz~

jed minn erba’ miljun u seba’ mitt
elf lira (Em4,711,078). Dan huwa
rapprezentat b’dan il-mod:
Fundazzjonijiet u Fondi

ohra Kapitali Lm3,757,313
Fondi Akkumulati 9225724
Ammonti depoz1tat1

minn entijiet .

djocesani ohra 431,241

Kapital Marbut

Hemm dlfferenza bejn il-kapital
ta’ fam,llja jew ta’ xi haddiehor, hu
mm hu, u l-kapital li ghandha l-Ar-
¢idjocesi. Wagt li 1-flus i ghand-
hom, per ezempju, kull familla jew
kull Malti, jistghu jaghmlu bihom
li jridu, jistghu johorguhom kollha
mill-bank u jonfquhom, il:Knisja
ma tistax taghmel hekk. Ghax il-
'blcca l-kbira  hafna - tal-kapital 1i
ghandha l-Arcidjocesi ~ gieghed
ghandha biex hi tuzah jew tammi-
nistrah ghal dawkl-iskopijiet biss
li ried min -tahulha jew halhhulha
biex tammmlstrah

_Fil- blcca 1- kblra taghhom, il-flus
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-uzat - mill-Ar¢idjocesi

f’idejn 1-Arcidjocesi huma ta’ fun-
dazzjonijiet. Il-Kapital taghhom
gieghed hemm ghax min tahulha
tul -il-mijiet ta’ snin li ilha wieq-
fa, qgalilha li trid tuzah ghal certi
ghanijiet biss u ghal ebda skop ie-
hor. Mlssm]letna riedu li 1-Knisja,
m111 rmghax tal-kapital, taghti ser-
v1zz tqaddes quddles taghmel trl-

.....

karita u j;appostolat
Il-vc‘zlur‘ tal-pnoprietd

L- Accounts ma jinkludux 11 -va-
lur tal- propr]eta hlief ghall-valur
ta’ xi bini bhas-Seminarju, l-istam-
perija IL-HAJJA, u xi bini 1-Blata
1-Bajda. - Madankollu - l-Accounts
jinkludu ‘dak- kollu li ‘1-Arcidjocesi
ddahhal mill-proprjeta. .

- Kieku - - 1-Arcidjocesi' - = kienet
kumpanija kummercjali, kieku kie-
net tnizzel il-valur tal-proprjeta.-
Dan ghax kumpam}a ghandha l:li:.
berta li tinnegozja l-proprjeta tagh-
ha kif trid. Izda l-Knisja mhux
hekk. ‘Fejn jidhol il-valur tal-pre-
prjeta; il-metodu ‘ta’ l-Accounts
huwa dak
uzat mill-Gvern. g :

Meta 1-Gvern jiddikjara xi flus
ghandu, x’dahhal w x’hareg matul
is-sena, ma jinkludix maghhom jl-
valur, ta’ Ilske]Jel sptarijiet, uff1c1-
ni u proprieta obra.

Il-proprjeta ta’ 1-Arcidjocéesi
mhix koltha l-istess. Ghandek pro-
prjeta li geghda hemmhekk ghas-
servizz H toffri 1-Arcidjocesi lill-po-
plu t’Alla bhal knejjes, monasteri,
djar tal-kappillani, '¢entri parrok-
kjali ‘w bini iehor. Minn dawn il-
postijiet, 1-Arcidjocesi ma ddah-
halx flus; anzi tonfoq hafna fis-se-
na biex izzommhom. Dan il-bini
mhux ghan-negozju. Allura ma



jaghmilx sens li fl-Accounts tniz-
zel, p.ez. kemm iqumu l-knejjes, il-
Kurja u l-istituti.

L-Ar¢idjocesi ghandha proprjeta
ohra i tista’ tinbiegh. Izda hawn
trid tqis li 1-proprjeta Ii ghandha 1-
Arc¢idjocesi mhix bhall-proprjeta li
ghandu l-privat. Il-proprjeta i
ghandu I-privat jista’ jaghmel biha
li jrid hu. Jista’ jbighha jew jikri-
ha u 1-flus juzahom Kif jixtieq. Izda
l-bic¢a 1-kbira tal-proprjeta ta’ I-
Arcidjocesi, bhall-kapital, hija mar-
buta ma’ xi ghanijiet ta’ natura re-
ligjuza, edukattiva, karitattiva jew
socjali. Jigifieri min halla I-pro-
prjeta gal li ried li bid-dhul minn-
ha jintlahqu htigiet partikolari.
Ghalhekk 1-Arc¢idjocesi dejjem trid
tirrispetta l-intenzjoni ta’ dak Ii
jkun.

Naghtu kaz li xi bi¢cca minn art
bhal din tinbiegh, il-flus 1i jidhlu
minnha ma jintefqux ghal xi haga
li tkun xi tkun. Dawn il-flus jigu
depozitati biex id-dhul minnhom
jintuza ghall-ghanijiet 1i ried il-fun-
datur. Ghall-Arcidjocesi, kulma
tfisser din l-art hu l-introjtu li thal-
li u mhux il-valur taghha. Dan kol-
lu mnizzel fl-Accounts.

Dhul ta’ I-Arcidjocesi

Id-Dhwul ta’ l-entijiet differenti ta’
l-Arcidjocesi tul 1-1982 Kkien ta’
Lm2,003,441. Dan kien imgassam

hekk:

Lm000 %
iGbir u donazzjonijiet 843 42
Dhul iehor 367 19
Dhud mill-Investimenti 310 19
Dhui mill-Proprjeta 284 14
Mizati 135 7
Pubblikazzjonijiet 64 3

2,003 100

174

T1-Dhul mill-investimenti u 1-pro-
prjeta jikkostitwixxi 29 fil-mija
mid-dhul ta’ I-Arc¢idjocesi. Dan hu-
wa ammont sostanzjali u huwa am-
mont importanti biex 1-Arcidjocesi
tkun tista’ tkompli taqdi 1-missjoni
taghha.

Hrug ta’ l-Arcidjocesi

Tul l-istess sena, il-hrug ta’ 1-Ar-
cidjocesi kien ta’ Lm2,194,417 li
jingasam hekk:

Lm000 %
Amministrazzjoni u
manutenzjoni 957 43
Remunerazzjoni ‘
ghall-kleru 659 30
Pagi tal-lajci 528 24
Hrug iehor 50 3
2,194 100
L-ispiza mehtiega ghall-pagi u

remunerazzjoni ta’ lajc¢i, kleru u xi
sorijiet li jiddependu ghall-ghixien
taghhom mill-Arc¢idjocesi, tlahhaq
ghal 54 fil-mija tal-hrug totali jew
ghal kwazi 60 fil-mija tad-dhul. L-
ispejjez minfuqa fi htigijiet liturgi-
¢i, manutenzjoni ta’ knejjes u bini
iehor, elettriku ecc¢. tlahhaq ghal 43
fil-mija tal-hrug ta’ 1-Arcidjocesi.
L-infieq fuq dawn iz-zewg items
gieghed dejjem jizdied.

Konkluzzjoni

Tul 1-1982, meta tqis il-Hrug u
d-Dhul ordinarju ta’ l-Arcidjocesi
ssib li kien hemm deficit. L-Arcid-
jocesi kellha spiza ta’ kwazi mitejn
elf lira (Lm190,876) aktar milli kel-
lha dhul ordinarju.

Fortunatament kien hemm item
eccezzjonali li hassar dan id-deficit
kbir, Il-flus li 1-Arc¢idjocesi ghand-



ha investiti barra minn Malta
(skond il-ligijiet ta’ Malta), marru
tajjeb hafna u hallew qligh ta’
Lm224,352. Din il-haga ma tigrix
kull sena. Meta tqis kollox ma’ kol-
lox, il-gligh ta’ entijiet minhabba
dan l-item eccezzjonali u t-telf Ii
kellhom entijiet ohra, issib 1i I-Ar-
cidjocesi spiccat 1-1982 b’surplus
modest ta’ Lm33,476.

Forsi hawnhekk tajjeb 1li wiehed
izid illi 1i kieku ma kienx hemm
dan il-qligh straordinarju kien ikol-
lha telf ta’ kwazi mitejn elf lira
(Lm190,876). Dan huwa ta’ nkwiet
ghaliex ifisser 1li d-dhul tas-sena

mhux bizzejjed biex ilahhaq man-
nefga u jridu jinstabu mezzi god-
da biex jizdied id-dhul.

£ ES

Mons. Philip Calleja, Segretarju
Amministrattiv. u s-Sur Roderick
Charlmers mid-Ditta Spiteri and
Co. indirizzaw il-Konferenza ta’ 1-
Ahbarijiet.

Kien hemm prezenti wkoll is-
Sur Alfred P. Farrugia, Principal
tat-Tagsima Finanzi tal-Kurja, u
Fr. Joe Borg, Kap ta’ l-Uffi¢cju
Stampa tal-Kurja.

(4) L-Arcidjocesi fuq il-proprjetad nefget aktar milli dahhlet

Tul 1-1982, 1-Arc¢idjocesi ta’ Mal-
ta nefqet aktar flus fuq manuten-
zjoni u xoghol fuq proprjeta tagh-
ha nkluzi knejjes milli dahhlet mill-
proprjeta 1li ghandha mikrija jew
imgabbla. Ir-Rendikont Finanzjar-
ju ta’ 1-Arcidjocesi juri li ntefqu
mat-Lm350 elf fug manutenzjoni,
tiswijiet u xoghlijiet fi knejjes.
Minn ¢nus u gbiela, l-Arcidjocesi
dahhlet mal-Lm280 elf.

L-Arcidjocesi ghandha proprjeta
li tintuza ghall-edukazzjoni, for-
mazzjoni u taghlim; proprjeta ohra
li tintuza ghal ghanijiet socjali u
ta’ karita; u hemm proprjeta wzata
ghall-gima ta’ Alla, bhall-knejjes,
monasteri, ec¢. Insibu wkoll djar
tal-kappillani, ¢entri parrokkjali u
bini iehor. Minn dawn il-postijiet 1-
Arcidjocesi ma ddahhalx flus; anzi
tonfoq hafna fis-sena biex izzom-
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mhom. In-nefqa tul 1-1982 kienet
ta’ madwar Lm350 elf.
L-Arc¢idjocesi ghandha djar mik-
rija jew moghtija b’cens lin-nies,
art mahduma moghtija bi gbiela

lill-bdiewa u art moxa m’hi tajba

ghal xejn. Issa minn din il-proprje-
ta kollha fl-1982 dahhlet ftit aktar
minn kwart ta’ miljun lira, sewwa-
sew Lm283,665.

Ma’ dawn il-flus hafna drabi
hemm marbuta obbligi u pizijiet li
kienu mitluba minn min halla 1-pro-
prieta. Xi zewg terzi tal-flus li 1-
Arcidjocesi dahhlet mill-proprjeta
marru fil-Fond li minnu jithallsu 1-
gassisin. Flus ohra mill-proprjeta
jmorru ghall-Monasteri tas-Sorijiet
tal-Klawsura u ghad-Djar tax-
Xjuh. Dawn il-hidmiet ikunu mhed-
da serjament jekk jitnaggsu d-dhul
taghhom mill-proprijeta.



5. Il-flus ta’ 1-Arcidjocesi barra minn Malta

L-Ar¢idjocesi ta’ Malta ghandha
Lm2.4 miljuni nvestiti barra minn
Malta permess ta’ dak li huwa
maghruf bhala 1-‘External Curren-
cies Special Fund’.. Dan it-taghrif
johrog mir-Rendikont Finanzjarju
ta’ 1-Arc¢idjocesi ta’ Malta ghas-se-
na 1982. Ma tezisti l-ebda cifra uf-
ficcjali ta’ kemm il-Maltin ghand-
hom flus investiti barra, izda esti-
mi differenti jvarjaw minn Lm300
miljun ghal Lm500 miljun. Dan
ifisser li ghal kull Lmil‘li ghand-

hom il-Maltin barra, 1-Arcidjocesi .

ghandha 8 millezmi jew 4 millez-
mi,

L-‘External Currencies Special
Fund’ twagqaf ftit snin ilu b’ri-
zultat tar-rijorganizazzjoni ta’ 1I-
Amministrazzjoni. Fih ' gabra ta’
investimenti . barranin ta’ .entijiet
differenti fi hdan l-Arc¢idjocesi. It-
Tagsima Finanzi tal-Kurja hija res-
ponsabbli biex tara lj l-investimenti
jsiru fis-sod. Bhalma ghamel il-
Bank Centrali . tal-Gvern,' il-Knisja
ma geghditx il-flus f’qoffa wahda,
nghidu ahna fl-isterlina, izda f’di-
versi qfif bhal, per ezempju, Ger-
manizi, Amerikani  u Gappunizi
barra mill-Inglizi. Imma - 1-Knisja
ma tharisx biss lejn l-interessi. Per
ezempju, fl-Afrika t’Isfel fejn
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hemm politika razzjali ngusta haf-
na w tmur kontra t-taghlim ta’
Kristu, il-Knisja ta’ Malta ma tin-
vestix. .

F1-1980 it-Tagsima Finanzi tal-
Kurja qabbdet esperti barranin
biex jiehdu hsieb dawn l-investi-
menti. ‘

Tul 1-1982 inmalli kien hemm
gliegh eccezzjonali fuq dawn l-in-
vestimenti. Kieku ma kienx ghal
dan @ il-qliegh, 1l-Arcidjocesi kien
ikollha telf ta’ 'kwazi mitejn elf
lira.

Dan il-qliegh gie deskritt fir-
Rendikont bhala item ecc¢ezzjonali
li wiehed ma jistax jiddependi fuqu
ghax din il-haga ma tigrix kull se-
na. Bejn Lulju 1974 u l-ahhar tal-
1981 kien hemm telf ta’ Lm214,069
fug dawn l-investimenti. Il-gliegh 1i
sar tul 1-1982: aktar.kellu jservi
biex jaghmel tajjeb ghat-telf li sar
fis-snin ta’ gabel fuq dawn l-inves-
timenti milli ghad-deficit li 1-Aréi-
djocesi: kellha tul 1-1982. Minhab-
bai dan, ir-Rendikont Finanzjarju
jikkonkludi- « li: \“dan . huwa ta’
nkwiet ghaliex ifisser li d-dhul tas-
sena mhux bizzejjed biex ilahhaq
man-nefqa u jridu jinstabu mezzi
godda biex jizdied id-dhul.”



E.

1.

Sinjur,

Ninsab inkarigat biex mirriferixxi
ghall-artiklu li deher fl-ewwel pag-
na tal-gurnal tieghek tat-Tnejn 11
ta’ Lulju 1983 taht ir-ras “Ghax

wagfu n-negozjati mat-tielet rebha-

Soc¢jalista?” u ghall-poster ta’ I-is-
tess gurnata li kien ighid “L-Arcis-
qgof Ried Jixtri Villa Lm44,000” lie-
ma Kkliem kien ripetut fl-istess ar-
tiklu bhala t-tieni. titlu,

L-artiklu, .u aktar u aktar il-
poster, . bl-insinwazzjoni c¢ara li

jaghti li. Monsinjur Arcisqof ried

jixtri Villa ghalih, huma ingurjuzi
ghall-ahhar . ghax assolutament
mhux. minnhom.
Tabilhaqq: |
1. mhux minnu li Monsinjur Aréis-
gof ried jixtri u kien f'negozjati
li jixtri ghalih xi willa 1i tqum
Lm44,000 £’Tal Virtu jew band’
ohra;

2.

Nirreferi ghall-artiklu ta’ Dome-
nice del Rio intifolat MINISTRO DI
DOM MINTOFFE INDAGA INVA-
NO A ROMA SUI BENI IMMOBI-
EIART DELLA/ CHIESA MALTESE
li deher: f'La Republica tal-gimgha
8 ta’ Lulju. Nixtieq migbed l-atten-
zjoni tieghek ghal dawn il-fatti:

1. Is-Santa 'Sede diversi drabi
pubblikament uriet il-preokkupaz-
zjoni profonda taghha ghal-Ligi
dwar Devoluzzjoni ta’ Certa Pro-
prjeta ta’ Knejjes. Dan jidher l-ak-
tar f’artiklu fl-ewwel pagna ta’ L’
OSSERVATORE ROMANO tat-28
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11 ta’ Lulju 1983: lill-Editur ta’ 1-ORIZZONT

g |
mhux minnu 1i kien hemm xi
hsieb li din il-Villa I-Knisja ri-
ditha biex fiha taghmel stazzjon
tar-radju;
mhux minnu 1i 1-Kurja nefget
somma ta’ flus sostanzjali fix-
xiri ta’ makkinarju modern ta’ 1-
istampar ghall-ghaqdiet mhux
religjuzi fil-Knisja.
Kien hemm il-hsieb 1i 1V111a li
semmejt tinkiseb ghan-Nunzjatura
Apostolika: il-waqfa tat-trattativi
ma kellha x’tagsam xejn mat-tielet
rebha socjalista.

Dwar dak li nghad. fl- artlklu fuq
il-flus tal-Vatikan u 1i ‘“‘skandlu” li
semmejt, tajjeb li taghmel riferen-
za ghac-cahda li dejjem ghamel il-
Vatikan dwar din il-kwistjoni.

2.

Inselli ghalik.
Fr. J. Borg
Kap Uffi¢¢ju Stampa

12 ta’ Lulju 1983: Telex lill-gurnal Taljan ‘La Republica’ (traduzzjoni)

ta’ Gunju, u fid-dikjarazzjoni tas-
Sala Stampa tas-Santa Sede hekk
kif giet approvata 1-Ligi.
Ghalhekk ma nistax: nifhem :kif
xi hadd seta’ jghid dak li ntqal fl-
artiklu msemmi, jigifieri 1i: ]
“Dwar din it-tieni parti ((tal-Ligi)
li se tibda sséhh fl-igsar Zmien pos-
sibbli, tagbel anke s-Santa Sede”.
L-Isqfijiet Maltin fl-ebda hin
ma gew mgharrfa b’din l-allegata
approvazzjoni u s-Santa Sede ma
harget l-ebda komunikat pubbliku
biex tghid dan wagqt li harget di-
versi komunikati pubblic¢i biex turi



d-dizapprovazzjoni ghal-Ligi.

2. Meta wasal Malta 1-Ministru
Sceberras Trigona qal li dik il-parti
tal-Ligi li ser tithaddem tagbel mal-
Ligi Kanonika. Fi stqarrija mahru-
ga mill-Isqfijiet. Maltin, urew' ¢ar u
tond li 1-ebda parti tal-Ligi Kanoni-
ka ma taghti s-setgha lill-awtorita-
jiet civili fmaterja li ghandha x’
tagsam = mal-fundazzjonijiet tal-
‘Quddies.

3 L-Isgfijiet Maltin, kemm f’Mal-
ta kif ukoll f’Ruma, ghamluha ¢ara
i d-‘Devolution Act’ hija theddida
ghall-ezistenza tad-djocesijiet tagh-
hom.

. 4. L-Isqfijiet Maltin fl-1972 hab-

bru pjan ta’ rijorganizazzjoni am-

ministrattiva. F’dawn l-ahhar snin
twettqu hafna minn dawn ir-rifor-
mi. Altru milli hija kaotika llum I-
amministrazzjoni hija mmexxija
fuq linji professjonali u efficjenti.
L-inventarju Kkien biss wiehed mill-
affarijiet mitluba fir-rijorganizaz-
zjoni, Ix-xoghol fuq dan qieghed fi
stat avvanzat u jkun lest sa l-ahhar
tas-sena. . e

5. Il-hlas mitlub fl-iskejjel tal-

Knisja jvarja minn Lm10 (35,000 li- .

re italiane) sa Lm72 (242,000 lire
italiane). Il-Knisja tissussidja dawn

l-iskejjel. L-ghalliema djocesani u -

religjuzi jiehdu salarji angas mill-
ghalliema l-ohra. Meta tqis is-
somma kbira ta’ flus li tigi ffran-
kata b’dan il-mod wiehed isib i I-
Knisja ged taghti sussidju ta’ Lm40
(140,000 lire italiane) lil kull tifel u
tifla li tattendi fl-iskejjel taghha.
Barra dan imkien fil-ligi ma nsibu
li l-artijiet u flejjes ta’ Fundazzjo-
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nijiet tal-Quddies 1i ser jigu konfis-
kati mill-Gvern Socjalista ser jin-
tuzaw biex l-iskejjel tal-Knisja jsi-
ru b’xejn.

6. II-Knisja f’Malta ghandha dritt
legali validu kif ukoll dritt morali
validu ghall-proprjeta kollha li
ghandha. Din il-proprjeta giet

ghand il-Knisja ghax tawhielha s-
_ sidien, legittimi taghha.

7. Inhoss 1i huwa opportun li nic-

' hdu kategorikament 1i 1-Knisja f’

Malta ghandha terz tal-bini im-
mobbiljari (jigifieri art u proprjeta)
ta’ Malta. Sa mill-1822 dahlet f’
Malta 1-ligi tal-Manomorta u b’ri-
zultat taghha 1-Knisja ma setghetx
takkwista proprjeta immobbli filief
ghal skopijiet ristretti hafna.

8. Tul dawn l-ahhar snin is-Santa
Sede u anke 1-Papa nnifsu wrew li
l-problemi li l-gvern 'Soc¢jalista gan-
gal fil-konfront tal-Knisja Kattoli-
ka kienu ta’ tfixkil ghall-Knisja. F’
Memorandum li baghat il-Kunsill
ghall-Affarijiet Pubblici tal-Knisja
lill-Gvern Malti fit-8 ta’ Frar 1983
intqal 1i “tqanqlu bosta problemi li
holqu diffikultajiet ghall-ezercizzju
shih tal-missjoni evangelika u pas-
torali tal-Knisja.”

F’diskiors i 1-Q.T. il-Papa ighamel
lill-Prim Ministru Dom Mintoff fil-
11 ta’ Novembru 1981, il-Papa qgal:
“il-Knisja titlob il-liberta, li tmiss
lilha ghaliex irceviet minn ghand
Alla I-mandat . li hu dmir u dritt
— 1li xxandar il-Vangelu f’forom
adegwati ghall-istess natura ta’
dan il-messagg u ghad-dinjita uma-
na ta’ dawk li lilhom dan il-me's-
sagg huwa dirett.”

cp




3.

Tul dawn l-ahhar gimghat, 1-Uf-
ficéju Stampa tal-Kurja pprotesta
diversi drabi mat-Tagsima ta’ 1-Ah-
barijiet ta’ Xandir Malta minhabba
rappurtar fqgir u xejn sodisfacenti
li nghataw diversi stgarrijiet im-

portanti li harget il-Knisja Maltija. '

L-Ufficcju Stampa nforma lill-
Awtorita tax-Xandir b’dawn l-il-
menti.

Peress illi dan in-nugqgas tkom-
pla, 1-Uffic¢ju Stampa ged jaghti
taghrif dwar id-diversi lmenti tie-
ghu lil Xandir Malta.

1. Ittra tad-19 ta’ Lulju dwar:

i. l-ahbar Zzbaljata li hemm xi
haga fid-Devolution Act li tagbel

Ittri ta’ protesta lil Xandir Malta

mal-Ligi Kanonika.

ii. Nuqggas ta’ coverage lill-Is-
tgarrija ta’ 1-Isqfijiet tas-16 ta’
Lulju.

2. Ittra tat-2 ta’ Lulju b’kumment
dwar coverage ahjar mis-soltu
ghall-Istqarrija 1i 1-Isqfijiet hargu
fit-28 ta’ Gunju; izda kien hemm
coverage hazin ghall-Istqarrija li 1-
Uffiecju Stampa tal- Vatukan hareg
fit-30 ta’ Gunju.

3. Ittra tat-28 ta’ Gun]u dwar
nuqqas ta’ coverage  lid-Dikjaraz-
zjoni tal-Konferenza Eplsknpall ta’
1-24 ta’ Gunju.

-4, Tttra ta’ 1-20 ta’ Gun]u dwar
nuggas. ta’:coverage ‘lill- Istgarrx]a
ta’ 1-Isqfijiet tad-19 ta’ Gunju.

20 ta’ ‘Gunju 1983

Mr. Charles Flores
Kap Tagsima Ahbarijiet
Xandir Malta
G’Mangia.

Ghaziz Sur Flores,

Jiddispjacini 1i fi. spazju ta’ ftit
jiem ged ikolli nerga’ niktiblek biex
nipprotesta dwar il-‘coverage’ (jew
nuqqas tieghu) ta’ ahbarijiet dwar
il-Knisja.

Inhoss li analizi tal-bulettin ta’ I-
Ahbarijiet tal-Hadd 19 ta’ Gunju
juri ¢ar hafna illi l-istqarrija ta’ 1-
Isqfijiet Maltin ma nghatatx il-pro-
minenza li kien jisthoqqilha. Barra
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minn hekk ninnota li; r-rapport li
attwalment inghata tant kien fqir
li bl-ebda mod ma jaghti lis-sem-
miegha idea cara ta’ dak li riedu
1-Isqfijiet.

Jidhirli li din i¢-¢ensura tal- kliem
ta’ I-Isqfijiet turi nugqas ta’ rispett
lejn l-istess Isqfijiet, lejn' is-sem-
miegha u lejn il-veritad. Minhabba
l-gravita tal-kaz hassejtu dmir tie-
ghi li nibghat kopji ta’ din. l-ittra
u ta} l-ittra tas-17 ta’ Gunju lill-Aw-
torita tax-Xandir

Inselli ghalik.
Fr. J. Borg . . ..
Kap Ufficcju Stampa



28 ta’ Gunju 1983

Mr. C. Flores
 Kap Tagsima Ahbarijiet
Xandir Malta
G’Mangia.

Ghaziz Sur Flores,

Nixtieq nerga’ nigbhed l-attenzjo-
ni tieghek ghan-nuqqas ta’ ‘cove-
rage’ li Xandir Malta qed taghti
lill-ahbarijiet li johorgu mill-Knis-
ja Maltija dwar materji ta’ nteress
pubbliku kurrenti. L-ahhar ezem-
pju kien il-‘coverage’ fqir li tajtu
lid-Dikjarazzjoni tal-Konferenza
Episkopali bid-data ta’ 1-24 ta’
Gunju.

Din l-istqarrija tkellmet dwar
materji importanti hafna ghad-
dottrina u ghall-prattika tal-hajja
nisranija. Dawn il-materji llum ged
jigu diskussi regolarment u huma
topic¢i hafna. Fil-programm ta’ I-
ahbarijiet, li taghhom inti respon-
sabbli, smajna hafna dwar x’qalu
diversi persuni fuq is-suggetti li
dwarhom, Kitbu I-Isqfijiet. Dak li
smajna generalment kien skorrett

&

2 ta’ Lulju 1983

Mr. Ch. Flores

Kap Tagsima Ahbarijiet
Xandir Malta

G’Mangia.

Ghaziz Sur Flores,
Qieghed niktiblek biex nghidlek

li l-‘coverage’ ta’ l-istqarrija ta’ I- .

Isqfijiet Maltin 1i hargu fit-28 ta’
Gunju fuq il-Ligi dwar il-proprjeta
tal-Knejjes kien ahjar minn dak li
soltu jinghata lil suggetti konnessi
mal-Knisja f’Malta.

Jisghobbija izda nghidlek li dan
ma, jghoddx ghall-istqarrija qgasira
*

%
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u ingust. Izda issa li I-Isqfijiet taw-
na t-taghlim nisrani u t-tifsira shi-
ha u vera ta’ dawn l-istess sugget-
ti, Xandir Malta ghogobha ti¢ccen-
surhom. :

Kif diga’ ktibtlek, b’din l-imgie-
ba qged issir ingustizzja ma’ I-Isqfi-
jiet, ma’ dawk li jsegwu l-program-
mi taghkom u aktar u aktar mal-
verita.

Minhabba l-gravita tas-suggett
ged nibghat kopja ta’ din l-ittra lill-
Awtorita tax-Xandir.

Wagqt li nselli ghalik,
‘Ghoddni tieghek,

Fr. J. Borg

Kap Uffi¢c¢ju Stampa

P.S. Ippermettili nighed l-attenzjo-
ni tieghek ghall-fatt 1i 1-Ar-
¢isqof Silvestrini huwa s-Seg-
retarju tal-Kunsill ghall-Affa-
rijiet Pubbli¢i tal-Knisja u
mhux 1-Uffic¢jal ghar-Relaz-
zjonijiet [Pubbli¢i® tal-Knisja
kif intgal f’xi Bulettin ricenti
ta’ 1-Ahbarijiet ta’ Xandir

. Malta.
£

izda mportanti hafna li hareg 1-Uf-
fic¢ju Stampa tal-Vatikan fit-30 ta’
Gunju. Il-mod Kkif giet rapportata
ma kien jirrifletti la l-kontenut u
langas l-importanza taghha.

U dan jidher aktar ¢ar meta wie-
hed igabblu ma’ Kif irrappurtaw I-
istqarrija stazzjonijiet li jgawdu
prestigju internazzjonali.

Inselli ghalik.
Fr. J. Borg
Kap Ufficcju Stampa
c.c. Mr. Carbone, Awtorita tax-
Xandir.
*



19 ta’ Lulju 1983

Mzr. Charles Flores

Kap Tagsima Ahbarijiet
Xandir Malta :
G’Mangia.

Ghaziz Sur Flores,

Qed ikolli nerga’ niktiblek biex
nipprotesta bil-gawwa ghal mod
haZin li bih qed jixxandru ahbari-
.bar131et ta’ Xandlr Malta. B2 mod
partikolari nipprotesta dwar dan i
gej:

1. Fil-Bulettin ta’ 1-Ahbarijiet tal-
Gimgha u s-Sibt, ghidtu 1i 1-parti
tal-Ligi li ser tibda tigi mhaddma
tagbel mal-Ligi Kanonika. L-TIsqfi-
jiet Maltin, fl-istqarrija taghhom ta’
nhar il-Gimgha, 8 ta’ Lulju 1983,
kienu wrew bl-aktar mod ¢ar li
dan mhux veru. Ghalhekk l-ebda
raguni ma tista’ tingieb biex tig-
gustifika x-xandir ta’ din l-ahbar
falza (jigifieri li hemm xi haga fid-
Devolution Act li tagbel mal-Ligi
Kanonika).

2. Is-Sibt 16 ta’ Lulju, l-Isqfijiet
hargu stqarrija ohra dwar il-parti
tal-Ligi 1i ser tigi mhaddma. II-
Bulettini ta’ 1-Ahbarijiet ma taw I-
ebda mportanza lil din l-istqarrija.
P.e. fl-Ahbarijiet tat-8.00 p.m. fuq
TVM fis-16 ta’ Lulju din l-istqar-
rija:

i. ma ssemmitx bhala wahda

mill-punti prin¢ipali. Dak li ged jig-
ri. fic-Chad issemma bhala punt
principali izda dak 1li galu 1-Tsafi-
jiet Maltin mhux.’ e

ii. L-ahdar 'dwar l-istgarrija. ta’
1-Isgfijiet - Maltin ixxandret @ wara

. sitt items ohra.

iii.  Ir-rapport li naghta -kien
fqir ghall-ahhar. Issemma biss li 1
Isqfijiet hargu stgarrija u li
“Isafijiet tennew il-fehmiet
hom dwar il-ligi partikolarn
dak 1i ghandu x’jagsam mal-qud-
dies ghar-ruh il-mejtin.” Dan 11
rapport fqir langasjaghti I-icken
hjiel tal-fehmiet ta’ I-Isqfijiet u bl-
ebda mod ma  juri l-importanza
kbira ta’ 1-Istgarrija. o

Jidhirli li ‘'dan in-nuggas huwa
ezempju ieher ta’ nugq
rispett lejn 151 dritt tat-telesy ]
ri u semmiegha li jkunu mgharrfa
bil-verita; lejn il-Knisja Kattolika u
lejn 1-Isgfijiet Maltin. '

Qed nibghat kopja ta’
tri lill-Awtorita tax- Xand

Quddiem din l-imgieba, infioss i «
nkun ged nongos jekk ma nippub-
blikax taghrif dwar il-bosta. prote-
sti li ghamilt f’”dawn l-ahhar jiem
Inselli ghalik.

riu: ta’

dawn 1-it

Fr.,J. Borg
c.c. Awtorita tax-Xandir
Kap Uffic¢ju Stampa

NOMINI GODDA

]

Kan. Anton Mallia, nominat Kanonku Tezorier tal-Kolleggjata ta’ B'Kara.
P. Gorg Zammit O.F.M. Conv., kappillan ta’ Burmarrad.

P. Pubblju Mair O.F.M.Cap. kappillan tal-parro¢ca Marija Regina r farsa.

P. Dumink Mangani O.F.M.Cap. kappillan tal-parrocca tat- Trinitd, Marsa.
P. Donat Spiteri O.F.M.Cap. kappillan ta’ San Gwann.

Mons. Maurice Grech tal-Kummjssarju Djar tat-Tfal.

Dun Arthur Barbara, A./Segretarju tal-Kummissjoni Djar tat-Tfal.

v



TIBDIL FIR-RUBRIKI TAL-KOTBA LITURGICI

B’digriet tal-Kongregazzjoni ghas-Sagramenti u 1-Kult Divin tat-12.9.83
sar it-tibdil li gej fil-Kotba, Liturgici biex ir-rubriki jkunu jagblu perfet-
tament ma’ dak li hemm fil-Kodici 1-gdid.

I. ISTITUZZJONI GENERALI TAL-MISSAL RUMAN

n. 42. Fil-Hdud u 1-festi ikkmndati l-omelija ssir f’kull Quddiesa li fiha
jiehu sehem il-poplu, u ma ghandha tithalla qatt jekk mhux ghal xi raguni
gravi; tajjeb 1i ssir......

n. 153. Il-koncelebrazzjoni turi sewwa l-unitd tas-sacerdozju u tas-
sagrificcju Kif ukoll 1-ghaqda tal-poplu kollu ta’ Alla. Ir-rit innifsu jitleb li
ssir fl-ordinazzjoni ta’ isqof u ta’ presbiteru u fil-Quddiesa tal-Grizma.

Hi rakkomandata, sakemm, il-gid tal-fidili ma jitlobx mod iehor jew ma,
jhajjarx ghalih,

a) ’Hamis ix-Xirka, fil-Quddiesa ta’ filghaxija

b) fil-Quddesa li ssir fil-Kong¢ilji, fil-lagghat tal- 1sqf1]1et u f1s smodu

c) fil-Quddiesa tal-barka ta’ Abbati

d) fil-Quddiesa konventwali u fil-Quddiesa prmc1pah f11 kne]]es u 1-
oratoriji

e) fil-Quddies li jsir f’kull xorta ta’ lagghat tas-sacerdoti sew sekulari
sew religjuzi

n. 155. Skond id-dritt hu l-isqof li'ghandu jirregola l-prattika tal-kon-

celebrazzjoni fid-djocesi tieghu, ukoll fil-knejjes u l-oratorji semi-pubblici
ta’ dawk li huma ezenti mill-gurisdizzjoni tieghu.

n, 211, Quddiesa minghajr ministru jew minghajr almenu xi hadd li
jemmen ma ghandhlex titqaddes jekk ma jkunx hemm kawza gusta u
ragjonevoli. F’dan il-kaz...

n. 242 6) fil-Vjatku, lill-marid u lil dawk li jkunu jieqfu mieghu, meta
1-Vjatku jinghata fil-Quddiesa, ic¢celebrata, fid-dar tal-marid

n. 255. Il-knejjes kollha ghandhom ikunu ddedikati b’'mod solenni, jew
almenu mberkin. I1-Kattedrali u 1-knejjes parrokkjali ghandhom jigu dejjem
iddedikati. Il-fidili juru r-rispett misthoqgq...

n. 262, Bhala regola f’kull knisja ghandu jkun heﬁlm altar fiss u dde-
dikat, maqtugh miinn mal-hajt...

(N.B, it-tieni paragrafu tal-art. 262, jitnehha)

n. 265. L-altar sew fiss sew mobbli, ghandu jigi dedikat kif hu mfis-
ser fil-kotba liturgici, izda altar mobbli bizzejjed 1i jkun imbierek.
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n. 266. Tinzamm, id-drawwa 1i go l-altar li se jkun iddedikat, jitqiegh-
du r-relikwji tal-Qaddisin, ukoll jekk ma jkunux martri, izda wiehed irid
ikun cert li r-relikwji huma tassew tal-Qaddisin.

n. 267. Altari ohra ghandhom ikunu ftit fil-ghadd, u jitgieghdu f’kap-
pelli b’xi mod maqtughin mjll-korsija tal-knisja.

n, 277. Is-Santissimu jinzamm f'tabernaklu wiehed, sod u ma jistax
jigi meaqlag minn postu, mhux trasparenti, u maghlug b’'mod li jigi evitat
kull periklu ta’ profanazzjoni. Ghalhekk f’kull knisja ordinarjament...

n. 282. Il-hobz ghac-celebrazzjoni ewkaristika jkun tal-gamh biss,
ghadu kemm maghgun, u jkun bla hmira skond it-tradizzjoni tal-Knisja
latina.

Tibdil fin-noti (pag. L tas-Sagramentarju).

n. 42 jizdied: De sanctissima Eucharistia iterum eadem die recipienda,
C.I.C, kan. 917

n. 56 jizdied: C.I.C. kan. 902

n. 83 jizdied: De sacra Communione et de cultu mysterii eucharistici
extra Nissam; C.I.C. kan. 938

II. CELEBRAZZJONIJIET EWKARISTICI BARRA MILL-QUDDIESA

Il-gima ta’ I-Ewkaristije barra mill-Quddiesa

n. 8 Ir-retturi tal-knejjes 1i fihom hi, skond il-ligi, riservata 1-Ewka-
ristija, ghandhom, jaraw li, sakemm ma hemmx xi raguni tassew gravi,
dawn il-knejjes ikunu miftuhin ghal tul ta’ hin xieraq...

n. 10. L-Ewkaristija ghandha tinzamm, f’tabernaklu sod, li ma jistax
jiccaqglag minn pestu, mhux trasparenti u maghlug b>mod li jigi evitat kuil
periklu ta’ profanazzjoni. Bhala regola fkull knisja wu  oratorju
ghandu jkun hemm tabernaklu wiehed, gieghed f’post ewlieni tal-knisja jew
tal-oratorju, li jidher sewwa, imzejjen kif jixraq, u adatt ghat-talb,

Min hu responsabbli tal-knisja jew tal-oratorju ghndu jara li ¢-cavetta
ta’ tabernaklu fejn tinzamm, I-EwKkaristija mqgaddsa, tkun imharsa Kkif imiss.

n, 11. Il-prezenza tal-Ewkaristija fit-tabernaklu ghandha tintwera per--

mezz ta’ konopew jew ta’ xi sinjal iehor skond ma jiddeciedi min ghandu
l-awtorita f’din il-haga,
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Quddiem it-tabernaklu, fejn tinzamm l-Ewkaristija mqaddsa, ghandu
ikun hemm lampier jixghel dejjem biex juri u jaghti gieh lil Kristu li jinsab
prezenti.

Kif trid id-drawwa, kemm, jista’ jkun il-lampier ghandu jixghel biz-
zejt jew bix-xama’.

It-tqarbin barra l-Quddiesa

NP =IZda,s‘,-sa,(:e‘r\doti ma ghandhomx jichdu t-t\qarbin lill-fidili 1i
. jitolbuhom 1i jitgarbnu barra mill-Quddiesa meta hemm raguni gusta......

ne9a Dwar it-tqarbin bid-Demm, imgaddes wiehed ghandu j-haré»s
bir-reqga d-direttivi liturgici.

i i i L jehtieg jersqu ghat-tqarbin b’kuxjenza safja: u ‘thejjija xier-
ga. Izda jekk hemm, xi raguni gravi u ma hemmx opportunita li wiehed
igerr, qabel jitgarben ghandu jaghmel att ta’ ndiema perfetta bil-fehma li,
malli jista’, igerr kull dnub mejjet li dak il-hin ma jistax igerru. o

n, 12. Dawk li se jitqarbnu, ma ghandhomx jersqu ghat-tqarbin jekk
ma jkunux sajmin almenu ghal siegha mill-ikel u x-xorb, barra ilma jew
mediéina.

Ix-xjuh u dawk li huma mgarrbin minn Xi nuqqas ta’ sahha, kif ukoll
dawk li jduru bihom, jistghu jitgarbnu wkoll jekk ikunu hadu xi haga in-
gas minn siegha gabel.

Direttivi dwar 1- espomzz)om ewkar:stlka

n. 2, Ma ghandux ikun hemm Quddies fi | kmsya jew orator]u fe;n ......

5. Hi haga ta’ min jirrikmandaha 1i fil- kne]]es; jew oratorji fejn tin-
zamm l-Ewkaristija, kull.sena ssir esposizzjoni..

Esposizzjoni bhal din ghandha ssir biss ]ekk se jkun, hemm tassew
ghadd xieraq ta’ fidili..

n, 10. Il-mjnistru ordinarju tal-esposizzjoni hu s-sacerdot jew id-djak-
nu, li, meta tintemm 1-adorazzjoni, gabel jirriponi, is-Sagrament ibierek bih
lin-nies. Meta ma hemmx sacerdot jew djaknu, jew meta huma legittima-
ment impediti, jista’ jesponi ghall-adorazzjoni tal-fidili u jirriponi s-Sagra-
ment akkoltu jew ministru iehor straordinarju tal-Ewkaristija jew xi hadd
iehor deputat ghalhekk mill-Ordinarju tal-post.

Dawna  jistghu jifthu t-tabernaklu... Ma ]1stghu qatt jaghtu lbarka
sagramentali. .,
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III. IL-BIDU TAL-HAJJA NISRANIJA

Taghrif generali
T L QN T il-parrinu ...... jinhtieg li

i. jintghazel minn dak li se jitghammed jew mill-genituri tieghu jew
minn dawk li huma minflokhom, jew, jekk dawn jongsu, mill-kappillan
jew mill-ministru, u jkun adatt u jkollu I-fehma li jaqdi dan id-dmir;

ii. ikollu’ ghagal bizzejjed biex jaqdi dan l-ufficcju: dan wiehed ghandu
jiissopponih jekk ikun ghalaq is-sittax-il sena, sakemm l-isqof tal-post ma
ffissax eta ohra jew il-kappillan jew il-ministru jaghmlu eécezzjoni ghal
dan ghal xi raguni gusta;

«iii. ikun ga ha t-tliet Sagramenti tal- Maghmudqa tal- Grizma u ta’ I-
Ewkaristija, u jghix hajja tagbel mal-fidi u mal-ufficé¢ju i se jaqdi;

iv. ma jkunx il-missier jew l-omm dak li se jitghammed;

v. ikun hemm parrinu wiehed jew parrina wa‘hdh, jew parrinu u par-
rina; e ! L t ]
vi."ikun. mempbru tal-Knisja kattolika u bla ebda impediment guridi-
ku ghall-gadi ta’ dan l-uffi¢¢ju. Izda wiehed mghammed, i mhux membru
tal-komunita kattolika, imma jemmen fi Kristu; jista’ jigi accettat, flim-
kien mal-parriny Kkattoliku (jew il-parrina kattolika), bhala xhud mnisrani
tal-Maghmudija, jekk il-genituri jixtiequ dan.19bis Fil-kaz tal-insara orjen-
tali mifrudin, wiehed jogghod ghad-dixxiplina dwar il-knejjes orjentali.

n. 11. Il-ministri ordinarji tal-Maghmudija huma l-isqfijiet, il-presbi-
teri u d-djakni.

i. F’kull celebrazzjoni ta’ dan is-sagrament ghandhom jiftakru...... u
jxandru l-kelma ta’ Alla u jamministraw is-Sagrament.

ii, Ghandhom jogoghdu, attenti li ma jaghmlux xi haga 1i 1-fidili bir-
ragun kollu.jistghu jahsbuha bhala preferenza lejn dak jew l-iehor.

iii, Hlief ’kaz ta’ htiega, ma ghandhomx ji¢éelebraw f’territorju: mhux
taghhom, is-Sagrament tal-Maghmudija, ‘'ukoll ghas-sudditi taghhom, min-
ghajr il-permess ta’ dak li jkun,

19bis Ara CIC kan 873 u 874 § 1 u § 2.
Il-Maghmudija tat-tfal

Ghalhekk

i. jekk it-tarbija ‘tkun fil-periklu tal-mewt titghammed bla telf ta’
zmien; dan jista’ jsir ukoll jekk il-genituri ma jkunux iridu, fil-kaz ukoll ta’
tarbija li hi wild genituri mhux Kkattolici. F’dan il-kaz il-Maghmudija tin-
ghata kif imfisser aktar ’l isfel (n. 21).

ii. Barra mill-kaz ta’ dan il-periklu, hu mehtieg li l-genituri, jew al-
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menu wiehed minnhom jew dak li hemm flokhom, ikunu jridu li t-tarbija
taghhom titghammed, Biex ikun hemm thejjija xierqa ghall-Maghmudija,
minnufih, anzi, jekk ikun il-kaz, gabel it-twelid tat-tarbija, il-genituri jghar-
fu l-kappillan bil-Maghmudija 1i trid issir.

iii. I¢-celebrazzjoni tal-Maghmudija ssir fl-ewwel gimghat wara t-
twelid tat-tarbija. Jekk ma hemm ebda tama serja li t-tarbija se tingha-
talha trobbija kattolika, il-Maghmudija ghandha tigi differita skond Kkif jigi
determinat minn ligijiet partikulari (n. 25), u l-genituri jigu mgharrfin
ghaliex dan.

iv. Imiss lill-kappillan biex, skond l-ordnijiet tal-Konferenza ta’ I-is-
gfijiet, jiddetermina meta ssir il-Maghmudija ta’ dawn it-trabi, jekk ikunu
niegsa l-kundizzjonijiet imsemmija fin-nru. #i u iii.

11. Huwa uffic¢ju tal-Ordinarju li, wara li jara l-fehma tal-kappillan
tal-post, jippermetti jew jordna li jkun hemm, il-fonti tal-Maghmudija fi
knisja ohra jew oratorju fil-limiti tal-istess parrocca. Imma f’dawn il-pos-
tijiet ukoll, il-Maghmudija tkun amministrata ordinarjament mijll-kappillan.

Tzda meta mhabba ’l boghod, jew minhabba éirkostanzi ohra, dak ki
se jitghammed ma jistax imur jew jittiehed, minghajr skomdu gravi, fil-
knisja fejn hemm il-fonti tal-Maghmudija, din tista’ u ghandha tinghata
f’knisja ohra jew oratorju aktar fil-qrib, jew ukoll f’xi post iehor xieragq,
izda ghandu dejjem jigi mhares kull ma hemm dwar iz-Zmien u s-sura tac-
celebrazzjoni (ara n, 8-9.15-22).

n. 12, Barra mill-kaz ta’ htiega, il-Maghmudija ma ghandhiex tigi ¢ele-
brata f’djar privati, izda 1-Ordinarju tal-post dan jista’ jippermettih ghal
Xi raguni gravi.

Ordni ghall-Grizma

5. jitnehhew il-kelmiet ‘“ghalhekk jitnehha l-kan. 796.1” mit-tieni
paragrafu.

7. Tl-ministru ordinarju tal-Grizma huwa l-isqof...

Barra mill-isqof dawn li gejiin ghandhom is-setgha mill-istess dritt li
jamministraw il-Grizma:

a) Prelat territorjali jew abbati territorjali, vigarju appostoliku u pre-
fett appostoliku, amministratur appostoliku u amministratur djo¢esan fit-
territorju taghhom u matul l-ufficcju taghhom;

b) sac¢erdot li, bis-sahha tal-uffi¢¢ju Ii ghandu jew tal-mandat moghiti
lilu mill-isqof djoé¢esan, lill-persuna li waslet fl-uzu tar-raguni u li hu
jghammed, jew li hi ga mghammda imma hu qieghed jilgaghha fix-xirka

shiha tal-Knisja Kattolika

iii, il-kappillan, anzi kull saerdot, lil dawk 1i jinsabu f’periklu ta’ mewt.
(Titnehha n-nota 1):
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n. 8. Isqof djoc¢esan ghandu jamministra 1-Grizma hu stess jew jiehu
hsieb li jqgabbad isqof iehor biex jamministraha; jekk ikun mehtieg jista’
jaghti I-fakulta lil sacerdot jew lil xi sacerdoti determinati li jamministraw
dan is-sagrament.

Ghall-kawza gravi, bhal meta jkun hemm ghadd kbir ta’ kandidati, 1-
isqof u s-sacerdot ukoll, bis-sahha tal-ligi jew tal-fakulta moghtija lilu b’
konéessjoni pekuljari tal-awtorita kompetenti, jista’, kull darba, isieheb
mieghu, sacerdoti ohra, biex jamministraw is-Sagrament.

Jixraq li jigu mistiedna dawk is-sacerdoti li

a) jew ghandhom xi dmijr jew uffi¢éju partikulari fid-djocesi, jigifieri
jkunu vigarji generali jew vigarji episkopali, jew vigarji foranej;

b) jew ikunu l-kappillani......

n. 14. L-ismjjiet ta’ dawk li hadu 1-Grizma, flimkien ma’ l-isem tal-
ministru, tal-genituri u tal-parrinijiet, u I-post u l-jum tal-Grizma jitnizzlu
fir-registru ta’ Grizmi tal rja djocesana, jew, jekk il-Konferenza ta’ I-
isgfijiet jew L-isqof djocesan, iddeterminaw li 1-Grizmi jitnizzlu fir-registru
tal-Grizmi li jinzammu fil-arkivju parrokkjali, il-kappillan fejn saret il-

' Grizma ghandu javza I-kappillan fejn il-kandidati jkunu tghammdu biex il-
Grizma tigi mnizzla fir-registru tal-Maghmudijiet, kif titlob il-ligi.

n. 15. Jekk il-kappillan tal-post ma jkunx prezenti, il-ministru hu stess
jew permezz ta’ haddiehor ghandu jinfurmah minnufih.

IV. ORDNI GHALL-PENITENZA

n. 9 b) Il-ministru kompetenti ghas-sagrament tal-Penitenza hu dak
is-sacerdot li ghandu 1-fakolta li jahfer skond il-kan, 967-975 tal-Kodici
tad-Dritt Kanoniku. I1zda kull sacerdot, ukoll jekk ma ghandux il-fa-
kolta...... ' -

n. 12, Is-Sagrament tal-Penitenza bhala regola ghandu- jigi ¢elebrat fi
knisja jew oratorju, sakemm ma hemmx xi kawza gusta biex isir f’post
iehor.

Dwar il-post fejn isir il-qrar, jinghataw direttivi mill-Konferenza tal-
Isqfijiet, izda ghandu jkun hemm dejjem, f’post fejn jidhru, konfessinarji
bi grada fissa bejn il-penitent u s-sacerdot, biex kull min irid fost il-fidi-
li bla tfixkil jaghmel uzu minnhom ghall-qrar tieghu. Minghajr kawza gus-
ta, ma ghandux isir grar barra mill-postijiet maghzulin ghall-grar.43bis

n. 31. Il-qrara shiha u individwali bl-assoluzzjoni hi I-mod wahdieni u
ordinarju li bih in-nisrani li jaghraf li ghamel dnub gravi jithabbeb ma’
Alla u mal-Knisja; biss l-impossibilita fizika jew morali tiskuzah mill-grar
b’dan il-mod, ghax f’dan il-kaz jista’ jkun hemm suriet ohra ta’ rikon-
¢iljazzjoni. |
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. L-assoluzzjoni ta’ hafna penitenti flimkien, minghajr ma jkunu gham-
Iu grara individwali gabel, ma tistax tinghata b’mod generali hlief meta

a) hemm periklu grib ta’ mewt u ma hemmx zmien ghas-sacerdot jew
ghas-sacerdoti biex igarru lil kull wiehed;

b) hemm htiega serja, jigifieri, meta, minhabba l-ghadd k,blr ta’ pe-
nitenti mhemmx ghadd bizzejjed ta’ sacerdoti biex igarru ’l kulhadd wie-
hed fi zmien xieraq, tant li l-penitenti, minghajr htija taghhom, ikollhom
jibgqghu ghal zmien twil minghajr il-grazzja tas-sagrament jew minghajr it-
tqarbin; m’hijiex megjusa li hemm htiega suffi¢jenti ghal dan, meta ma
hemmx sacerdoti bizzejjed biex igarru, imma hemm biss ghadd kbir ta’
penitenti, kif jista’ jigri ’kaz ta’ xi festa ta’ xi pellegrinagg.*’ '

n. 32. L-isqof- djo¢esan biss ghandu jiddeciedi jekk ikunx hemm il-
kondizzjonijiet mehtiega li huma msemmijin fl-art. 31;, hu jiddetermina
hemmx htiega ta’ l-assoluzzjoni generali minghajr il-grara individwali, u
dan jaghmlu waqt li jgis sewwa l-kriterji li jkunu gew miftiechma mal-
membri I-ohra tal-Konferenza tal-Isgfijiet.'* '

33. Biex il-fidili jkunu ]1stghu jiksbu I-frott tal-assoluzzjoni sagra-
mentali moghtija lil hafna flimkien, jehtieg mhux biss 1i kull wiehed ikun
imhejji sewwa, mma jkollu wkoll il-fehma li jqerr wiehed wiehed meta
jkun il-waqt, id-dnubiet gravi kollha li dak il-hin ma jkunx jista’ jgerr.

L-insara, kemm jista’ jkun, ukoll fil-kaz ta’ assoluzzjoni generali,
ghandhom jigu mghallma dwar il-kondizzjonijiet imsemmija hawn fuq, u
gabel l-assoluzzjoni generali, ukoll f’kaz ta’ periklu ta’ mewt, ghandha ssir
esortazzjoni biex kull wiehed li jkun, jaghmel att ta’ ndiema.*’

34. Dawk li jinhafrulhom id-dnubiet gravi taghhom permezz ta’ asso-
luzzjoni generali, malli tigihom Il-okkazjoni ghandhom jersqu jgerru indi-
vidwalment, gabel jergghu jersqu...... 42

38. Il-Konferenzi ta’ l-isqfijiet ...... |

a) jaghmlu regolamenti dwar id-dixixiplina tas-Sagrament tal-Peniten-
za u l-aktar dwar dak li ghandu x’jagsam, mal-ministeru tas-sacerdoti

b) jaghmlu regolamenti aktar dettaljati dwar il-post ghac- celebrazzm-
ni ordinarja tal-penitenza (ara art. 12) u dwar is- sm]al_h bih il-fidili juru
l-indiema, taghhom fil-kaz ta’ assoluzzjoni sagramentali generali (ara n.35).

n. 39. L-isqof djoc¢esan jista’ u ghandu:

b) jiddeciedi, wara 1i jqis #l-kondizzjonijiet mitlubin mil-ligi a I-kri-
terji miftehmin mal-membri l-ohra tal-Konferenza tal-isqfijiet, meta tista’
tinghata I-assoluzzjoni sagramentali generali.*”

n. 40. c¢) jitnehha,.

Appendici I (p. 211) fl-edizzjoni bil-Malti)

n. 1, Meta sacerdot, skond il-ligi jassolvi penitent, li jkun tassew nie-
dem u soghbien, minn ¢ensura latae sententiae, waqt il-Qrar, 1l-formula
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tal-assoluzzjoni ma ghandhiex tinbidel u bizzejjed li. s-sacerdot ikollu I-
fehma Ii ]assolw wkoll mic-¢ensura. 1zda s-sacerdot jista’ jassolvi mic¢-cen-
sura, qabel jassolvi l-penitent minn dnubietu, billi juza I-formola 1i gejja,
li ghandha tintuza barra mis-Sagrament tal-Penitenza.

(It-tieni paragrafu ta’ l-art 32 jitnehha).

43bis Ara C.I.C. kan. 964

45  Ara CJI.C. 960 u 961 § 1

46 Ara CIC. kan. 961 § 2

47. Ara C.IC. kan. 962 §§ 1 u 2.

48. Ara Congr. ghad'-Duttrina tal-fidi, Normae pastorales circa absol utionem Sacramenfali
genérali modo impertiendam 16-6-1972, VII u VIII; C.IC. kan. 963, 989.

55. Ara Normae pastorales circa absolutionem sacramentalem generali modo impertiendam,
V.

V. ORDNI GHAS-SAGRAMENT TAL-MORDA

n. 12. Tinghata wkoll lit-tfal li jkunu dahlu fl-uzu tar-raguni, biex jis-
ta’ ]kollhom il-farag tad-dilka mgaddsa. ¥’kaz ta’ dubju ghandhomx jew
le l-uzu tar-raguni, is-sagrament jinghata.8bis

14. Il-morda mitlufa minn sensihom, jew li tilfu l-uzu tar-raguni, jist-
ghu wkoll jir¢ievu dan is-sagrament jekk almenu jkunu 1mphc1tament tal-
buh ta’ nsara li huma, meta kienu b’mphhom f’51ktu 1S

Tl e o ek Jekk imbaghad is-sacerdot ikollu dubju jekk il-
marld ikunx tassew ga mejjet, jamministralu s- sagrament kif lmflsser fin-
nru. 151 (tal- ed1z210n'1 b11~Malt1)

Is-Sagrament tal-morda ma ghandux jinghata lil dawk li jwebbsu ras-
hom u jibqghu f’q gghda ta’ dnub gravi maghruf.

N A TGRS e L-isqfijiet, il-kappillani, il-vi¢ijiet, il-kappillani ta’
l-isptarijiet u ta’ l-istituti ta’ kura u s-superjudi tal- kom;umtapet relig-
quzil 12

nbEIEOI Imma hu l-isqof djocesan li jirregola dawk 'ié-é,e_lebvrazzjo-
nijiet li ghalihom jingabru ghadd ta’ morda flimkien biex jircievu d-Dilka
mgqaddsa,

n. 18. Meta hemm kawza ragjonevoli, kull sacerdot jista’ jamministra
dan is-sagrament bil-kunsens presunt tal-ministru msemmi fin-n. 16: lil
dan ghandu mbaghad igharfu u ]gh1dlu li aumrmnlstra s-Sagrament tal-
morda.

195 2 U B ,
b) f’kaz ta’ htiega tassew kull presbiteru, izda biss huwa u jiccelebra
s-sagrament.'*
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n. 29. Il-ministri ordinarji tal-Vjatku huma, il-kappillani, il-vi¢ijiet, il-
kappillani tal-istituti u wkoll is-superjur. tal-komunita ta’ istituti
religjuzi klerikali wu ta’ socjetajiet ta’ hajja appostolika ghal
dawk kollha li jkunu jghammru fid-dar tal-komunita jew tas-socjeta f’kaz
ta’ htiega, jew, bil-permess ghallingas presunt tal-ministru kompetenti, kull
sacerdot jew djaknu jista’ jamministra 1-Vjatku; u meta ma hemmx sacer-
dot jew djaknu, kull nisrani deputat regolarment ghal dan,

Djaknu jamministra 1-Vjatku skond ir-rit tar-Ritwal (n. 108-124 tal-
edizzjoni bil-Malti) kif hu mfisser ghas-sacerdot; ohrajn jamministraw il-
Vjatku skond ir-rit li hemm, fir-Ritwal ghac-celebrazzjoni tal-Ewkaristija
barra mill-Quddiesa (pp. 70-75 tal-edizzjoni bil-Malti) meta jammfnistrah
ministru straordinarju.

Ve ke i Fil-periklu ta’ mewt il-kappillan, anzi kull sacerdot, ghandu
bi dritt, is-setgha li jamministra s-Sagrament tal-Grizma.'*

n. 82. Il-marid, jekk l-istat tieghu jkun jippermetti, u l-izjed jekk ikun
se jitqarben, jista’ jircievi s-Sagrament tal-morda f’Quddiesa li ssir ap-
posta fil-kniisja jew fid-dar stess tal-marid jew fl-isptar, f’post xieraq.

n. 83 ...... Jekk l-isqof djocesan jiddeciedi li tista’ ssir celebrazzjoni
.bhatl din biex is-Sagrament tal-Morda......

n, 94. 11-Vjatku jista’ jinghata lill-marid kemm wagqt il-Quddiesa, ic¢-
celebrata fid-dar stess tal-marid, (n. 26), u kemm barra mill-Quddiesa,
skond ir-rit u r-regoli mfissrin aktar 'l isfel.

n, 151, Is-sacerdot fil-kaz 1li jkollu dubju jekk il-marid ikunx ghadu
haj, jaghtih is-Sagrament tal-morda b’dan il-mod...... Filwaqt li<jidilku
biz-Zejt imqaddes, ighid: “B’din ‘id-dilka -mgaddsa......”

Jistghu jinghadu t-talbiet 3 jew 4 jew b pp. 56-58 tal-edizzjoni bil-
Malti.

8his. Ara C.C.I. kan. 1005,

10. Ara C.LC. kan. 1006.

12. Ara C.I.C. kan. 1003 2,

14. Ara CIC. kan. 999.

18. Ara Ordni ghall-Grizma, Taghrif ta’ qabel 7c.

VI. ORDNI GHALL-PROFESSJONI RELIGJUZA.

(pp. 312ss tal-ktieb “Ordni ghall-penitenza u Celebrazzjoni ohra ritwali)

n, 4. In-novizzjat 1i hu l-bidu tal-hajja religjuza. f’istitut hu zmijien ta’

n.5b, It-tieni paragrafu jitnehha.
Ir-rit tal-promessa (pp. 320-328) hu mnehhi,
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VII. ORDNI GHALL-FUNERALI

Wara n-n. 14 jizdied dan li gej:

14bis. Ic-celebrazzjoni tal-funeral issir ukoll ghall-katekumeni, u,
skond in-normi tal-kan, 1183 tal-Kodi¢i tad-Dritt Kanoniku, tista’ ssir ukoll

b) ghat-tfal li l-genituri taghhom xtaqu gghammduhom, izda mietu
qabel il-Maghmudija;

b) ghall-imghammdin li huma membri ta’ xi knisja jew komunita mhux
kattolika, b’dec¢izjoni ghaqlija tal-Ordinarju tal-post, sakemm ma wrewx il-
fehma li dan ma jriduhx u sakemm mhux possibli li jinstab il-ministru
mhux Kkattolku tal-mejjet

n. 15. Dawk li jkunu ghazlu l-kremazzjoni tal-katavru taghhom, isiril- -
hom ukoll funeral nisrani, sakemm ma jkunx hemm x’juri li huma, jkunu
ghazly l-kremazzjoni ghax imganglin minn ragumpet kuntrarji ghall-hajja
nisranija.

Ic-celebrazzjoni tal-funeral......

(Titnehha n-nota 3).

VIII. ORDNI GHAL-LITURGIJA TAS-SIGHAT

n. 29. Ghalhekk l-isqfijiet, il-presbiteri u d-djakni li ged jaspiraw ghall-
presbiterat li rcevew mill-Knisja l-precett li jiccelebraw il-Liturgija tas-
Sighat (ara n. 17) huma marbutin li ]ghldwha kollha kemm hi kul-
jum@4bis) el

n, 380. Id-djakni stabbli, ghax lilhom ukoll jolgot il-precett tal-Knisja,
ghandhom ighidu kuljum dik il-parti tal-Liturgija tas-Slighat li tigi deter-
minata ghalihom mill-Konferenza tal-Isgfijiet.''®

14bis Ara C.I.C. kan. 276 § 2,3 u kan. 1174 § 1.
116. Zied Ara C.I.C. kan. 276 § 2,3.
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IL-PAPA JIBGHAT JIRRINGRAZZJA| LIL PATRJ MARK SAID O.P,

11-Q.T. il-Papa baghat jirringrazzja lil Patri Mark Said O.P. ta’ l-ghaj-
nuna siewja li ta fir-revizzjoni tal-Kodi¢i 1-Gdid tal-Ligi Kanonika. Bhala
. sinjal ta’ l-apprezzament tieghu 1-Papa baghat il Patri-Said ritratt u nota
ta’ ringrazzjament iffirmati minnu stess.

Patri Mark Said O.P. huwa d-dekan tal-Fakulta tal-Ligi Kanonika fl-
Universita Pontifi¢ja ta’ San Tumas maghruf bhala Angelicum f’Ruma. Hu-
wa kien wiehed ‘mill-konsulturi ewlenin tal-Kummissjoni Pontifi¢ja ghar-
Revizjoni tal-Kodi¢i tal-Ligi Kanonika, 1i ser tibda ssehh mill-ewwel Hadd-
ta’ l-Avvent li gej, jigifieri fis-27 ta’ Novembru.
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