BULLETTIN

TAL-ARCIDJOCESI

U

LITURGIJA TAL-KELMA

Nru. 42 Sajf 1984
WERREJ
%ttra Appostolika ‘‘Salvifici doloris” 5 387
Esortazzjoni appostolika ‘“Redemptionis donum” 422
Ittra tal-Papa lill-kleru £ Hamis ix-Xirka . 484
IlI-Papa u I"'Madonna ... 451
Appell tal-Papa ghall-Jum 11-V0kazz30n£131eft 457
Notifikazzjoni dwar S. Tereza ta’ Gesit . 462
Reconciliation in Christ and Mary 462
Omeliji u diskorsi tal-Arcisqof 473
A meditation. on priestly spirituality 480
Hutna fissacerdozju li 1-Mulej sejjah 494
Cirkularijiet tal-Kurja ) 495
L-iskejjel tal-Knisja, ... 501
Nomini ... 506

Ezempju ta’ omelm

507




BULLETTIN TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI

U

LITURGIJA TAL-KELMA

Nru. 42

Sajf 1984

L-ITTRA APPOSTOLIKA
“SALVIFICI DOLORIS”

Huti meqjumg fl-episkopat
eghziez huti fi Kristu

DAHLA

1. L-Appostlu San Pawl biex
juri x’gawwa ghandha t-tbatija
ghas-salvazzjoni, qal: “Jiena
ntemm f'gismi dak 1i jongos mit-
tbatijiet ta’ Kristu ghall-gisem
tieghu li hu 1-Knisja”(1).

Damn il-kliem; jidher gisu jin-
sap fi tmiem it-trig it-twilg, tat-tba-
tija. 1i hi sehem il-grajjy tal-bnie-
dem u li hi mdawwly mill-Kelma
ta’ Alla. Dan il-kliem, ta’ San Pawl
aisu ghandu s-siwi ta’ xi haga li
nstabet darba ghal dejjem u tagh-
ti ferh kbir. Hu ghalhekk li San
Pawl jikteb: “Nifrah bit-tbatijiet
tieghi minhabba fikom” (2). II-
ferh gej mill-gharfien ta’ xi tfisser
it-tbatija; ghalkemm Pawlu ta’
Tarsu li gieghed jiktebigharaf xi
tfisser it-tbatija ©b’'mod tassew
personali, madankollu kulhadd
jistap jasal biex jaghraf dan. IL-
Appostlu jrid iwassal lill-ohrajn
dak 1i gharaf hu, ferhan 1i b’hekk
kulhadd se jkollu l-ghajnuna —
kif huy stess kellu l-ghajnuna —
ha jifhem sewwa I-qawwa i
ghandha t-tbatija ghas-salvaz-
zjoni,

4. It-tbatija — Il-aktay fir-
rabta taghha mas-salvazzjoni —
tidher haga f'wagtha biex nahs-
bu sewwa: fudha f’din is-sena
magaddsa tal-Fidwa, li 1-Knisja
gieghda ticcelebra b’Gublew stra-

887

crdinarju, Hj ghalhekk okkazjo-
ni tajba biex dan is-suggett tat-
tbatija jigi studjat sewwa u fil-
fond. Izda, ukoll 1i ma kinitx din
is-Sena mgaddsa tal-Gublew, il-
problema tat-tbatija tal-bniedem
hu problema li dejjem jolqot il-
bnedmin kollha f’kollox, minn
tarf ghall-iehor tad-dinja, qisu li
t-tigrib b’xi mod daha} fid-dinja
mal-bniedem; idan iwassa] lill-
bniedem biex qatt ma jiegaf jit.
kellem fuq it-tbatija. Ghalkemm
San Pawl, fl-ittra lir-Rumani, jik-
teb: “Nafu 1i I1-holgien kollu
ghadu S’issg jithieheq bl-ugigh
tal-hlas,” (3) u ghalkemm naraw
madwarna l-annimali Jbatu, b’dan
kollu, meta nitkellmu fug “it-
tbatija” nifamu p’mod spec.jali,
it-tbatija li hi fin.natura tal-bnie-
dem. Din it-tbatija hi haga kbi-
ra. dagskemm hu Kkbir il-bnie-
dem, ghaliex b’xi mod turi x’in-
hu l-kobor tal-bniedem, u bil-
mod taghha tghaddi wkoll il-
kobkor tal-bniedem. Dan ghaliex
it-tbatija, milli jidher, hi xi ha-
ga li ghandha x’tagsam ma’ dak
li bih il-bniedem hu agwa mid-
dinja ta’ madwaru, u tinsab
f’”dawk il-hwejjeg 1i bihom il-
bniedem b’xi mod “hu msejjah”
biex joghla 'l fug minnu nnifsu,
b’mod mohbi 1 misterjuz.



3. Jekk il-problema tat-tbati-
ja ghandna mngharbluh sewwa
IWmod spjecjali f’din lis-sena
mdaddsa tal-Fidwa dan naghm-
luh l-ewwelnett ghaliex il-Fidwa.
sehhet bis-Salip ta’ Kristu, jigi-
fieri bit-tbatijiet tieghu.. Fl-istess
hin, f'din is-Sena tal-Fidwa, ghna
niftakny wkoll f’dik il-verita’ 1i
tinsab fl-enciklika Redemptor
hominis: ffi Kristu “kull bniedem
hu triq ghall-Knisja”’ (4). Nistghu
nghidu i Il-bniedem isir trig
ghall-Knisja b’'mod specjali meta
t-tbatija tidhol f'hajtu; u dan
jigri, kif kulhadd jafu, f’kemm-il
sura, u f’kull zmien ta’ hajtu, is-
sa ghal haga u issa ghall-ohra;
izda hi x’inhi s-sura li jkollha t-
tbatija, milli jidher, anzi hekk
hu, it-tbatija ma tista’ qatt
tkun niegsa mill-hajja tal-bnie-
dem fid-dinja.

Il-Knisja, gha;lwhewkk, hija u tqis
li I-bniedem, fil-mixi tieghy fid-
dinja b’'mod jew iehor irid jghad-
di mit-triqg tat-tbatija, ghandha
tmur dejjem tiltaga‘ mieghu —
forsi l-aktar f’din is-sena, magad-
dsa tal-Hidwa — f’din it-triq, II-
Knisja i ghandha l-bidu taghha
fil-mistery tal-Fidwa  bis-Salib
ta’ Kristu, ghandha tara Kif til-
taga’ malsbniedem b’mpod spec¢ja-
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Ii fit-trig tat-tbatija, ghax f'din
il-laggha l-bniedem - isir “triq
ghall-Knisja”’, w din hi Il-agwa
fost it-trigat kollha,

4. Hu dan il-hsieb 11 ghandu
jdawwina biex nikkunsidraw il-
problema: tat-tbatija matu] din
isS-Sena, Mdaddsg, tal-Fidwa: it-
tbatija tal-bniedem tgangalna
biex inhessu ghalih, twassalna
biex nuruh ukolj rispett u b’xi
mod tbezzaghna, Dan ghaliex
fit-tbatija hemm mchbi misteru
Kbir, Dan ir-rispett spec¢jali li
ghandu jkollna ghal kull sura
tal tbatiija tal-bniedem irridu nu.
ruh fil-bidu ta’ dak 1li se nghidu
ghax inhossu fil-fond tas galbna
I-htiega 1i naghmily dan u wkoll
biex nobdw dak 1i tghidilng, 1-fidi.
Dak ¥ nhossu f’galbna uw dak Ii
tghidilna 1-fidj ahng u nitkellmu
fuq it-tbatija, gishom jersqu lejn
xulxin u jsiry haga wahda: galb-
ng tghidilng li ghandng nirbhu
I-hiza’, w I-fidi (kif, biex insem-
mu ezempju, ga fissrilna San
Pawl) taghting, dak li bih y ghal-
ih il-bniedem jirnexxilu jikseb
dik il-gdawwa 1i 1-bniedem Kkien
jahseb 1i bl-ebdy mod ma jista’
jikseb; dan, ghaliex il-bniedem li
gieghed ibati hu fih innifsu mis-
teru li ma nistghu qatt nifhmu.

ID-DINJA TAT-TBATIJA TAL-BNIEDEM

5. It-tbatija, jekk inharsu
lejha fid-dimensjoni soggettiva
tgzhha, bhala haga kollha kemm
hj personalj u li tinsap fil-giegh
nett tar-ruh ta’ kul] bniedem, tid-
her li 1a tista’ qatt tfissirha u
l-angas tghaddiha lij haddiehor;
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izda, minkejja dan, forsi t-tbatija
jekk indisuhag, fir-realta’ cggettiva
taghha, nistghu nistudjawha,
nahsbu [fugha, u ngisuha bhala
problema; u ighalhekk nistghu
nistagsy X’'inhj n-natura taghha
u nfittxu twegiba, ghall-mistogsi-



jiet taghna. Hi haga ¢ara wkoll,
Ii idan ma (jifissirx biss i nuru
X’inhj t-tbatija, ghaliex, barra i
naghty d-definizzjoni taghha, rri-
du nghidu wkoly X'inhumg, 1-kri-
terji li ghandna nuzaw, jekk ir-
ridu nifhmu sewwa Xinhi t-tba-
tija tal-bniedem fl-ogsma kollha
taghha.

Nafu i il-medicina, 1i hi x-
xjenza u s-sengha tal-fejoan,
mill-hafna ogsma tat-tbatija tal-
bniedem, taf biss l-cdsma, 1-aktar
mejzhrufa, dawk jigifierj fi jist-
ghu jigu mirbuha, fihom infus-
hom b'metodj taw kurg li jmorru
kontrihom (it-terapija). Imma
dan hu biss haga zghira. It-tba-
tija tal-bniedem, hi wisq aktar
minn hekk u, dagshekk iehor hi
ta’ hafna u hafna suriet: il-
bniedem ibati b’hafna modi, u 1-
medi¢ina ma tgishomx kollha,
langas fl-oghla spec¢jalizazzjo-
nijiet taghha. Dan ghaliex it-
thatija hi Xi haga aktar minn
mard, hi aktar komplikata,
u ghandha eghruq aktar fil-
fond fin-natura tal-bniedem.
Dan nifhmuh ahjar jekk nagh-
7lu minn xulxin it-tbatija fizi-
ka u t-thatija morali. Din
id-distinzjoni tigi min-natura
stess tal bniedem, ny turi 1i t-tbati-
ja tista’ tolgot direttament sew il-
gisem U sew ir-ruh tal-bniedem.
Il-kelmiet ‘“‘tbatija” u '“ugligh”
kemm-il darbg jfissru l-istess
haga, izda ikun hemm, it-thatija
fizika meta W-gisem Kkollu jkun
mugugh, wadt li t-tbatija morali
hi n-niket, it-thatija fir-ruh. Hi
thatija kollha kemm hi spirit-
wali, u mhux biss thatija psiki-
ka jew psikologika (‘“ugigh ta’
galb”): din tista’ tkun imsiehba,
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kemm  mat-tbatija fizika u
kemm mat-tbatija morali. Il-
hafna suriet ta’ tbatija morali
ma humiex angas mis-suriet
kollha tat-tbatija fizika; izda t-
tbatija morali jidher 1i hi ftit
maghrufa u ftit ukoll titfejjaq
bit-terapija.

6. Il.Kotbg tal-Iskrittura nis-
tghu ngisuhom ktieb kbir tat-
thatija. Insemmu Ighalhekk xi
ezempji mill-Kotba tal-Patt il-
Qadim li juruna b’mod singulari
t-tbatija tal-bniedem, vy l-aktar
it-tbatija. morali. Naraw hawn-
hekk dit-tbatija — in-niket — i
wiehed igarrab minhabbg, l-biza’
tal-mewt (5), jew minhabba 1-
mewt ta’ l-ulied (6), u l-aktar
ta’ 1-iben il-kbir u wahdieni (7),
jew minhabba n-nuqqas ta’
wlied (8) jew ghax imxennaq
ghall-art twelidu (9) jew meta
wiched jinsab persegwitat jew
fost l-eghdewwa, (10), jew im-
waqga’ ghac-cajt u mkasbar
ghax qieghed ibati (11), jew
ghax wahdu u mitlug minn kul-
hadd (12), jew ghax imgarrab
fil-kuxjenza tieghu (13), jew
ghax ma jifhimx ghaliex il-
hziena jghumu fil-gid u 1-gusti
huma mahqura (14), jew min-
habba Il-gerq wu Il-ingratitudni
tal-hbieb u tal-qraba (15) u fl-
ahharnett minhabba t-tigrib ta’
art twelidu (16).

Il-Kotba tal-Patt il-Qadim
igisu l-bniedem bhala persuna
fisikarpsikika, u spiss jorbty t-
tbatijiet morali tar-ruh ma’ ugigh
ta’ xi parti jew ohra tal-gisem.: 1-
ghadam (17) il-kliewi (18) il-
fwied (19), I-imsaren (20), il-qalb
(21). Mg nistghux nichdy 11 t-
tbatija, moralj — in-niket ~— turi



ruhha wkoll fil.parti fisika, fil-
gisem tal-bniedem, u spiss tah-
kem fug il-bniedem kollu kemm
ha,

7. Kif ighallmuna 1-ezempii 1i
semmejna, 1-Iskriturg taghtina
lista twila ta’ kazijiet li' fihom il-
bniedem jigi mgarrab b’kull sura
ta? tbatija, Izda dip il-lista, ghal-

~ kemm' issemmj hafna suriet ta’

thatija, ma ssemmix kull ma
Jsemmi u jtenni dwar it-tbatija
I-ktieb tal-grajja tal-bniedém
(li' aktar huy “ktieb 1li ma nki-
tibx”) u aktar u aktar ma
ssemmix dak H jtenni dwarha
l-ktieb tal-grajja tal-familja
kollha tal-bnedmin, meta fih
naraw il-grajja ta’ kull bnie-
dem.

Nistghu nghidu 1i 1-bniedem
ibati, kull darbg li jgarrab xi deni
Fi Kliem il-kotba tal-Patt il-Qad-
im, hemm rabta hekk kbira bejn
it-tbatija w d-deni li gishom haga
wahda. Il-Kotba tal-Patt il-Qa-
dim ma ghandhomx kelma biex
ifissru 1-gawwa tat-“tbatija’”, u
ghalhekk kull ma jbati 1-bnie-
dem isejhulu ‘“deni” (22). L-il-
sien Grieg biss, u l-kotba tal-
Patt i1-Gdid bil-Grieg (u 1-vers-
jonijiet Griegi ital-gedem tal-
kotba tal-Patt il-Qadim) juzaw
il-kelma pasko, kelma /1i tfisser:
inkun imgarrab minn xi haga,
inhoss, inbati; ghalhekk il-kel-
ma pasko, . tfisser il-qaghda ta’
min ikun imgarrab mid-deni u
ghalhekk qieghed ibati, ghaliex
id-deni (fih nnifsu) mhux 1-is-
tess haga bhat-tbatija. It-tbati-
ja l-bniedem jista’ jhossha fih
stess (tbatija attiva) u tista’ tigi
fuqu (tbatija passiva, mill-Latin
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patior); u meta wkoll il-bnie-
dem innifsu jgibha fuqu u joh-
logha hu stess ghalih, it-tbatija
fin-natura metafisika taghha,
tibga’ dejjem haga passiva, ha-
ga li 1-bniedem igarrabha fuqu
nnifsu.

Izda dan ma jfissirx li l-mard
tar-ruh, psikologikament, mal
ghandux il-“hidmg specifika”
tigghu: I1-“hidmg specifika’> tal-
mard tar-ruh huma t-tbatijiet,
i jintghazlu soggettivament
minn xulxin, jigifieri 1-ugigh,
in-niket, it-tamiet mhux mit-
muma, il-qtigh il-galb u d-
disprament; dawn igarrbu 1-
bniedem  jew ghax  jolqtuh
b’gawwa  kbira, jew b’mod
dghajjef, jew ghax jahkmuh
sal-fond ta’ qalbu, jew jolgtuh
ukoll indirettament, skond in-
natural 1li ghandu jew kemm
jiflah ghalihom. Ghalhekk f’kull
sura. psikologika tat-tbatija I-
bniedem dejjem igarrab xi deni
li jgaghlu jbati.

Ma nistghagbux ghalhekk
jekk [l-istess tbatija ggaghalna
nistharrgy X’inhj n-natura tad-
deni: xX’inhy d-deni?

Din il-mistogsija, b’xi mod,
milli jidher ma tistax tinfired
mill-problemg tat-tbatija. It-twe-
gibda nisranija ghal dan il-prob-
lemg, ma tagbilx mat-twegib li
jinghata. minn Xi tradizzjonijiet
kulturalj wu religjuzi ohra I
jsostnu li 1-hajja, tal-bniedem fid-
dinja hi fiha nfisha surg ta’ deni
1i minny l-bniedem, jehtieglu jeh-
les. Ir-religjon nisranija Zzommj
1i l-hajja hi haga tajba fiha nfis-
ha, 1i kull mg hawn mahlug hu
tajieb, u xxandar li I-hlejjaq kol.



lha huma tajbin kif hu tajjeb
Dak 1i halaghom. Tl-bniedem ib-
ati minhabba d-deni li hu Ssura
ta’ nuqgas, ta’ limitazzjoni, ta’
taghwig ta’ dak li hu tajjeb.
Ii-bniedem, ibati ghaliex ma
ghandux sehem f'xi gid, li b’Xi
mod gie méahhad minnu jew li
minnu ¢céahhad, U aktar uw aktar
ibati — fil-kors ordinarju tal-
hajja jekk verament hu
mc¢ahhad minn gid 1i jmissu
“ikollu” sehem fih.

Ghalhekk, il-fehma mnisranija,
ta’ X’inhi verament it-tbatija tigi
mit-tifsir 1i taghti lid-deni, li b’xi
mod ghandu dejjem relazzjoni
ma)-gid.

8. [It-tbatija, tal-bniedem
ghandng/ ngisuha qishy xi ‘dinja’
li tezisti flimkien mal-bniedem, li
xi kull tant tidher fih w tghib, u
xi kull tant ma, tghip xejn imma
tibgar u taghme] fih eghruq  fil-
fiond. Din id-dinja ta’ tbatija hi Xi
haga mxerrdy f’hafna nies, £'’kot-
ra kbirg ta’ nies, hi dinja li tez-
isti mxerrda ma’ kullimkien. Kull
bniedem, bit-tbatija li hy jbati
fih innifsu, mhumiex biss parti
zghirg, minn din id-dinja ta’ tba-
tija, imma din id-dinja ta’ tbatija
tezisti fih ukoll bhala haga tieghu
biss, Izda flimkien ma’ din id-di-
mensjoni personali, id-dinja tat-
tbatifja ghandhg gisha s-solidar-
jeta’ taghha Il-bnedmin li jbatu
jsiru jixbhu ’l xulxin jew ghax
geghdin ibatu, jew ghax din xor-
tihcm jew ghax jehtiegu min
jurinom sinjali ta’ mhabba u
jifhimhom, jew forsi wkoll, u ak-
tarx, ghadiiex mohhhom biss 1li
jsibu twegiba, ghall-mistogsija xi
tfisser  fit-tbatija. |Ghalhekk,
ghalkemm id-dinja, tat-tbatija hi

mxerrda ma kullimkien,  fl-istess
hin hi fihg nfisha sejha ghall-
ghagda u s-solidarjeta’. F’dan I-
istudju taghna fuq it-tbatija se
nzommu, Wkoll quddiem ghajnej-
na, din is-sejha ghas-solidarjeta’.
Meta ndisu d-dinjg tat-tbatija,
kKemm fid-dimensjoni personali u
kemm fid-dimensjoni  socjali
taghha, naraw li f'¢erti mumenti
u f'certi zminifiet fil-hajja tal-
bniedem, din id-dinjg qisha tilhag
il-qofol taghha. Dan jigri, biex in-
semmu Xi ezempjji, fl.okkazjoni
ta’ kalamitajiet naturali, epidem-
iji, disgrazzjj kbar, herbiet, taq-
libi se¢jali kbir: nistghu nsemmu:
bhala ezempju, hsad hazin, li j&ib
mieghy I-kastig tal-guh, li jista’
jigi wkoll minn kawzi ohra.
Imbaghad hemm il-gwerer.
Fughom irrid nitkellem b'mod
specjali. Nitkellem, fuq Il-ahhar
zewg gwerer 1i kienu mifruxin
mad-dinja, kollha u 1-aktar fuq it-
tieni gwerra li gabet maghhg; hsad
kbir ta’ mejtin y ghadd wisq ak-
bar ta’ tbhatija ghall-bnedmin.
Min-nahg, ¥-ohra, it-tieni ham-
Sins sena, tas-seklu taghna — qisu
minhabba l-iZbalji 1i saru g nug-
qasijiet tac-civilta ta’ Zmienna
gabuy maghhom, it-theddida
tal-bizg, ta’ gwerra nukleari tant
li mg nistghux ingisy dan iz
zmien jekk mhux bhaly Zmien li
fih it-tbatijiet se jsiru hemel u
se naslu ghall-gerda tal-
bnedmin kollha minnhom stess.
Hu ghalhekk 1i d-dinja tat-tbati-
ja li tinsab imxerrda f’kull bnie-

~dem, f’dawn iz-Zminijiet taghna,
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forsi aktar minn Zminijiet chra,
qisha, qieghda tinbidel f’suna
spedjali tat-“tbatija tad-dinjaf’,
ta’ dik id-dinja li gatt gabel ma



giet hekk mibdula mill-progress
bil-hilg tal-bniedem, imma wkoil
li gatt gabel ma kienet hekk

III

mheldda mill-izbalji u I-htijiet tal-
bniedem,

IL-BNIEDEM IFITTEX TWEGIBA GHALL-MISTOQSIJA:
X’INHI T-TBATIJA?

F'kull tbatija 1[i I-bniedem
igarrab, uw fl-cdsma Kkollha tad.-
dinglal tat-tbatija, hemm dejjem;
mistogsija: Ghaliex it-tbatija?
Hija mistogsija dwar minn fejn gej-
ja, ghaliex u ghal fejn it-tbatija.
F’kelma wahda: xi tfisser it-
tbatija? Din il-mistogsija mhux biss
insibuha, msiehba ma’ kull tba-
tija tal-bniedem, imma, millj jid-
her, hi din il-mistogsija 1li tagh-
melf it-tbatija, li hemm fil-bnie-
dem, thatija tal-bniedem.

Haga cara li t-tbatija, I1-aktar
it-toatija tal-gisem, tinsab im-
xerrda fl-annimali kollha: imma
hu Lbniedem biss li, meta jintla-
qgat bit-tbatija, jaghraf i qed
ibati, u ghalhekk jistadsi ghaliex;
u, bhala bniedem, ibati gktar jekk
ma jkollux| twegiba 1i tissodis-
fah. Dan hu problema difficli,
dags il-problema l-iehor li jixbhu

dwar id-deni, Ghaliex id-deni?
Ghax hawn id-deni fid-dinja?
Mets 1-mistogsija naghmluha

b’dan il-mod inkunu b’xi mod
naghmly wkoll mistogsija dwar
it-tbatijai,

Iz-zewg mistogsijiet huma
tgal kemm meta bniedem jagh-
milhom  lill-bniedem iehor, kemm
meéta n-nies jaghmluhom li] nies

kY
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ohra, u kemm, wukoll meta il-
mistogsija ssir lil  Alla. IlI-
bniedem, it-twegibg ma [jistenni-
hiex mid-dinja, ghalkemm spiss
hu minhabba d-dinja 1i jbati, im-
ma l-mistogsija, jaghmilha 1il
Alja, bhaly Dak li halaq id-Dinja
w huwa Sidha. Hi haga maghru-
fa li f'din il-kwistjoni, il-bned-
min mhux biss jaslu biex jongsu
mid-dehen b’hafna modi, u jeh-
duha kontra Alla, imma jaslu
wkoll biex jichdy Il Alla, Jekk,
min.naha, d-dinja twassaj il-
bniedeny biex b’ruhu jaghraf 1i
hemm Alla uw 1i huwa gharef u
setghan u kollu gmiel, min-naha
l-ohra t-tbatija uw d-deni tant idal-
Imu din id-dehra li idallmuha ghall-
ahhar, u dan l-aktar fil-grajjiet
drammati¢i tal-hajja ta’ kuljum
fejn hafna jgarrbu tbatijiet kbar
bla htija, u hafna htijiet kbar jehil-
su minn kastigi xierqa. Dan jurina
— forsi aktar minn hag’chra —
x’siwi ghandu I-problema =xi tfisser
it-tbatija, u b’liema ghaqal ghand-
na istudjaw dan il-problema u t-
twegiba 1i rridu maghtu ghalih.

10. Dwar it-tbatij l-bniedem
jistas jaghmel lif Al'a mistogsija,
bil-qawwa, kollha ta’® qalbu u
b’fehmy mimlija staghgip u
nkwiet; Allg jistenniha din il-



mistoqgsija u jaghti widen ghaliha,
kif naraw fir-rivelazzjoni tal-Patt
il-Qadim. [Tl-ktieb ta’ Gob ifisser

dan il-problemag, tat-tbatija b'mod

l-aktar haj.

Kulhadd jafha 1-grajja ta’ dan
il-bniedem gust 1i, bla ebda htija,
gie mgarrab minn tbatijiet bla
aqies, Tilef gidu, tilef 23 uliedu
bniet u subien u fl-anhhar hu
stess garrab mardg dqalila, U
wadt li kien, f'din il-gaghda hekk
kiefra gew ghandu tlieta min-
nies li Kieny ilhom jafuh. Dawn
— kull wiehed minnhom bil-mod
tieghu — ippruvaw jikkonvincéuh
Ii kien hati ta’ xi dnub kbir, la
gie mgarrab minn tant tbatijiet
kiefra. It-tbatija — qalulu — tigi
fuq il-bniedem biss bhala kas-
tig ta’ xi htija; jibghatha Alla I-
gust, w r-raguni taghhg nsibuha
fl.ordni tal-gustizzja,  Nistghu
nghidu li hbieb Gob mhux biss
riedu jikkenvin¢éuh 1i d-deni hu
moralment gust, imma xi mod
thabtu wkoll biex jiddefendu ghali-
hom nfushom it-tifsir morali tat-
thatija, Hasby li t-tbatija ma tis-
tax tiftiehem jekk mhux biss
bhala kastig tad-dnub, y ghal-
hekk tidhop fi-qasam tal-gustiz-
zja ta’ Allg 1 jpatti t-tajjeb Ibil-
gid u I-hazin bid-deni, Hawnhekk
ghandng taghlim 1i nsibuh ukoll
f’kotba ohra tal-Patt il-Qadim, li
jurung t-tbatija, bhala Kkastig
moghti minn A¥Ma ghad-dnubiet.

Allg, gie rrivelat lilng bhala
Legislatur w Mhallef u ebda
setgha ma hawn fid-dinjy bhal
tieghu. Ally gie rrivelat lilna, qa-
bel xejn bhaly il-Hallieq, dak li
ghame] kollox u ghamly koliu
kemm hu tajjep (fih innifsu.
Ghalhekk kull darba 1j I-bniedem,
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minn rajh u b’fehma shiha, ikas-
bar dak li hu tajjeb fil-holgien,
mhux biss jikser il-ligi imma
wikofl joffendi iy Alla, 1i hu I-
ewwe] legislatur, l-ewwe] wiehed
li ghamel il-ligijiet. Dan il-Ksur
tal-ligi hu dnub fit-tifsir veru tal-
kelma, jigifieri fit-tifsir 1i I-kelma,
‘dnub” ghandha, fl1-Iskrittura, U
fit-teologija. Fejn hemm id-dnub
ghandu jkun hemm il-kastig
biex hekk jigi mhares 1-ordni mo-
jrali  fit-tifisir = traxxendentali
tieghu ~Kif gie mwaggaf mir-
rieda ta’ Dak 1i halag kollox u
hu l-oghla Legislatur. Minn hawn
gejja wahida mill-veritajiet fonda-
mentali tal-fidi religjuza, verita’
li giet ukoll rivelata, verita’ li
tghid 1i Allag, hu mhallef gust, 1i
jippremja t-tajbin u jikkastiga 1-
nhziena: Int, Mulej, “gust b’dak
kollu li ghamilt maghna, kull ma,
ghamilt hu sewwa  u trigatek
dritti u 1-haqq tieghek bis-sewwa.
Ghax int ghamilt hagq bis-sew-
wa, P’kull ma gibt ~fudna ... bis-
sewwa u l-haqq gibt dan kollu
fugna, minhabba dnubietna’’ (23)
Il-fehma' tal-hbieb ta’ Gob
hi fehma li spiss niltagghu magh-
ha fil-kuxjenzg, tal-familjaj kol-
lha tal-bnedmin; l-ordni morali
fih innifsy jitlob kastig ghal kull
ksur ta ligi, ghal kull dnup jew
htija, Minn dan jigi 1i t-tbatija tid-
her bhala ‘“deni li wiehed ikun
hagqu ghall-htijietu”, Dawk 1i
huma sguri 1i t-tbatija, hija kas-
tig  tad-dnub, jibnu  l-fehma
tgghhom fuqg 1-ordni tal-gustizz-
ja, fehma li tagbel ma’ dik li
fisser wiehed mill-hbien ta’ Gob:
“Ghaj 1i rajt, dawk lj jaghmly 1-
hazen u jizirghu t-thatija, lilhom
jahsdu’ (24). ’ '



11.” Imma ‘Gob maj jjaccettax
bhala veru l-principju i t=tbati-
ja hi kastig tad-dnub, Dan jagh-
milu ghax din kienet il-fehma
tieghu: kien sgur li mg kienx
hagqu ebda kastig, tant 1j jsemmj
I-gid 1i ghamel tul hajtu kollha.
U fl-ahhayr Allg stess i¢anfar 1ill-
hbieb 'Gob talli xlewh u jistqarr
li Gob mg kienx hati ta’ ebda
htija. It-tbatija ta’ Gob hi t-tbati-
ja tar min hu blg Ditija, tbatija 1i
ghandna nhqisuhy bhala misteru,
li 1-bniedem: bid-dehen kollu
tieghu ma jasalx biex jifhem.

II-Ktieb ta’ Gop ma jmurx
kontra, 1-ordni  morali traxxen-
dentali, li hu mibni fluq il-gustiz-
zja, ‘kif turihielna r-Rivelazzjoni
kol'hy tal-Patt -il-Qadim u 1-Patt
il-Gdid. Fl-istess hin il-Ktieb
ta’ Gob iwissina bil-qawwa kollha
li ma ghandniex nuzaw il-prin-
Cipji ta’ dan’l-ordni morali trax-
xendentali = b'mod superfi¢jali,
gisu ma hemmx princ¢ipji ohra.
Jekk hu minng 1i t-tbatija jista’
jkol'ha t-tifsir ta’ Kkastig meta
hemm il-htija, mhux minnu li
kull ‘thatija gejja minn xi fhtija u
ghandha s-sura ta’ kastig. Gob,
il-bniedem gust hu prova liema
bhala ta’ dan- fil-Patt il-Qadim.
Ir-Rivelazzjoni 1j hi l-istess Kel-
ma ta’' Allg, tpoggielng quddiem-
na, bla habpi ta’ xejn  il-problema
tat-tbatija ta’ min hy bla htija,
‘tat-tbatija, bia ebda htija, Giob
mhux dqed jigi kastigat; ma hemm
ebda raguni li ghaliha kellu jiehu
xi kastig, ghalkemm gie mgarrab
bfmod 1-aktar Kkiefer. Mill-bidu
tal-Ktieb tas Gob, jidher ¢ar i
“Alla ippermetta li Gob jigi mgar-
rab, ghax hekk ried ix-xitan.
Dan, quddiem Alla, stagsa jekk
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Gob  kienx - tassew ‘bniedem

gust: “Tghid ghalxejn Gob jibza’

minn Alla? ... Berikt kull ma
ghamiu idejh, wgidu kiber ma’ 1-
art kollha kemm hi. Immgy midd
idek w olgot kull ma ghandu, u
ara jekk jishtekx f’wiccek” (25).
Jekk Allg ppermeta li Gob jigi
mgarrab mit-tbatija, dan gham-

lu biex juri kemm Gop kien
bniedem gust. It-tbatija kienet
‘pI“OVH‘_

Fil-Ktiep ta’ Gob ma nsibux
kull ma tghidilng r-Rivelazzjoni
dwar it-tbatija. Dan il-Ktieb b’xi
mod hu thabbira tal-Passjoni ta’

Kristu, imma wahdu /biss hu
prova bizzejjed 1li t-twegiba
ghall-mistogsija dwar Xi tfisser

it-thatija mhux marbuta kollha
kemm hi ma’ l-ordni moralj Ii
hu mibni biss fuq il-gustizzja.
Izda; jekk din it-twegiba ghandha
s=siwi u l-qawwa taghha fonda-
mentali u traxxendentali, m’hijiex
twegiba bizzeliied ghall-kazijiet
bhal dawk tat-tbatija ta’ Gob, an-
zi tasal biex iddghajjef sewwa u
tnagqas il-fehma tal-gustizzja kif
insibuha mfissry fir-Rivelazzjoni,

12. Il-Ktieb ta’ Gob jippre-
zentalng l-problema tat-tbatija
b’mod tassew' ahrax, huwa u ju-
rina t-tbatija ta’ wiehed bla htija,
izda l-problema ma jhollux.

Sa mill-Patt il-Qadim haraw
jitfacea - l-hsieb 1li-  t-tbatija
m’hijiex biss [kastig ghad-dnub;
dan narawh kull fejn il-Patt il-
Qadim jurina, xX’qawwga ghandha
t-thatija biex tghailem. Fit-tba-
tijiet 1i bihom Aillg jgarrab il-
poply maghzul tieghu, hemm|
ukoll l-istedina tal-hniena tieghu
li twiddeb u twassal ghall-kon-

versjoni: ‘“Dawn il-kKastigi mhu-



miex ghall-gerda imma ghat-
twiddib ta’ gensna’” (26),

B’dan naraw li l1-kastig ghan-
du wkoll dimensjoni personali,
jigifieri l-kastig ghandu l-gaw-
wa mhux biss 1i jpatti ghad-de-
ni li jkun sar b’deni lil min
ghamlu, imma wkoll, u qgabel
xejn, ghandu l-qawwa 1li jkun
ta’ gid ghal min gieghed iba-
tih.

Dan l-aspett tat-tbatija hu
importanti hafna, u ghandu I-
" eghrug tieghu fir-Rivelazzjoni
kollha tal-Patt il-Qadim u ak-
tar u aktar tal-Patt il-Gdid. It-
tbatija. ghandha twassal ghall-
konversjoni, jigifieri ghall-bini
mill-gdid tal-gid fil-bniedem, i
f’din is-sejha. ghall-indiema
jista’ jaghraf il-hniena ta’ Alla.
L-ghan ta’ l1-indiema hu 1i jin-
trebah id-deni, 1i jinsab mohbi
fil-bniedem b’hafna  suriet,
kemm fir-relazzjonijiet tieghu
ma’ l-ohrajn u kemm f’dawk
ma’ Alla.

13. Izda biex insibu twegiba
vera ghall-mistogsija. dwar x’
inhi tassew it-tbatija, irridu
naraw X’inhi r-rivelazzjoni ta’ 1-
imhabba ta’ Alla, 1li fl-ahhar
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mill-ahhar taghti t-tifsir shih
ta’ kull ma hawn fid-dinja. L-
imhabba taghti tifsira mill-aq-
wa tat-tbatija, li tibga’ dejjem
misteru, ghaliex nafu li t-tifsir
kollu li naghtu gatt mhu biz-
zejjed u shih. Kristu jdahhalna
f’dan il-misteru, u jghinna nif-
hmu ghaliex inbatu jekk ghan-
dna 1-hila nifhmu l-gholi ta’ 1-
imhabba ta’ Alla, ghalina.
Jekk irridu naslu biex.naghr-
fu t-tifsir shih tat-tbatija, im-
dawlin mill-Kelma ta’ Alla li
giet rivelata lilna, irridu nhar-
su lejn il-bniedem kollu kemm
hu fis-suriet kollha tas-setghat
tieghu. Qabel xejn irridu nac-
cettaw 1li nkunu mdawla mir-
Rivelazzjoni mhux biss ghax ir-
Rivelazzjoni turina x’inhu.l-or-
dni traxxendentali tal-gustizzja,
imma wkoll ghaliex ir-Rivelaz-
zjoni ddawwal dan l-ordni bid-
dawl ta’ l-imhabba, li hi 1-bidu
veru ta’ kull ma hu mahluqg. L-
imhabba taghtina t-twegiba 1-
aktar shiha ghall-mistogsija xi
tfisser it-tbatija. U din it-twe-
giba Alla taha lill-bniedem per-
mezz tas-Salib ta’ Gestu Kristu.

GESU’ KRISTU: IT-TBATIJA MIRBUHA MILL-IMHABBA

“Alla. hekk habb id-dinja li
ta ’l Ibnu l-wahdieni biex kull
min jemmen fih ma jintilifx
imma jkollu 1-hajja ta’ dejjem”
(27). Dan il-kliem 1i Gesu gal lil
Nikodemu
tal-hidma ta’ Alla ghas-salvaz-

jdahhalna fil-galba
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zjoni - taghna. Huwa ° kliem li
juring x’inhu- l-qofol: tas-soter-
jologija nisranija, tat-teologija
tas-salvazzjoni. Is-salvazzjoni
tfisser helsien mid-deni, u ghal-
hekk ghandha rabta = shiha
m a l - problema  :tat-tbatija.



Skond il-kliem 1i ntgal 1lil Ni-
kodemu, Alla ta ’l1 Ibnu “lid-
dinja” biex jehles lill-bniedem
mid-deni, 1i fl-ahhar mill-ahhar
insibu fih ir-raguni vera ghaliex
ghandna. nbatu. Fl-istess hin
il-kelma “ta” turi 1i 1-helsien li
kellu jsehh permezz ta’ l1-Iben
wahdieni ta’ Alla, kellu jsehn
bit-tbatijiet tieghu stess. F’dan
tidher 1-imhabba, l-imhabba
bla® gies kemm ta’ 1-Iben il-
wahdieni ta’ Alla u kemm tal-
Missier, 1i ghalhekk “ta” 1lil Ib-
nu. Din hi mhabba ghall-bnie-
dem, imhabba ghad-“dinja”,
imhabba 1i ssalva.

Hawnhekk se mnaraw aspett
ghal kollox gdid tal-problema 1i
fugha geghdin nahsbu — u dan
irridu nzommuh c¢ar quddiem
ghajnejna ahna u nistharrgu
dan il-problema. Dan l-aspett
mhux l-istess aspett 1li rajna
meta, b’xi mod, fittixna biss
naraw xi tfiscer it-tbatija fil-
gasam: tal-gustizzja. Dan l-as-
pett gdid huwa dak tal-Fidwa, li
fuqu jitkellem Gob, il-bniedem
gust tal-Patt il-Qadim, almenu
skond il-Vulgata, meta jghid:
“NAF li 1-Feddej tieghi haj... u
fl-ahhar... nara 1lil Alla” (28).
Sa issa hsibna l-aktar u b'xi
mod biss fuq it-tbatija fis-su-
riet kollha taghha f'dan iz-
zmien (kif kienu s-suriet kollha
tat-thatija ta’ Gob), izda 1-
kliem ta’ Kristu lil Nikodemu,
1i semmejna aktar ’il fuq, huwa
dwar it-tbatija fit-tifsira ewle-
nija u fundamentali taghha.
Alla jaghti 1lil Ibnu l-wahdieni
biex il-bniedem “ma jintilifx”;
il-gawwa tal-kelmiet: “ma jin-
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tilifx’* hi mfissra b’'mod aktar
preciz bil-kliem ta’ wara: ‘“im-
ma jkollu l-hajja ta’ dejjem”.
Il-bniedem “jintilef”, meta “jit-
lef il-hajja ta’ dejjem”. Mela
I-maqlub tas-salvazzjoni ~—m’hi-
jiex it-tbatija f’din id-dinja,
m’hijiex kull xorta ta’ tbatija,
imma hija dik it-tbatija zgura
u ma tintemm qatt, jigifieri t-
telfien tal-hajja ta’ dejjem, ji-

gifieri tkun Iimwarrab ghal,
dejjem minn Alla, id-dannaz-
zjoni. IL-Iben il-wahdieni ta’

Alla. nghata lill-bnedmin l-ew-
welnett biex ihares il-bniedem
minn dan id-deni, minn
din it-tbatija Zgura u ma tin-
temm qatt. Il-missjoni ta’ I-
Iben ta’ Alla ghas-salvazzjoni
tad-dinja kienet ghalhekk 1i hu
jmiss it-thatija fl-eghrug trax-
xendentali taghha, minn fejn
tinbet fil-grajja tal-bniedem.
Dawn l-eghrug traxxzendentali
tat-tbatija jinsabu fid-dnub u
l-mewt: gejjin mit-telfien tal-
hajja ta’ dejjem. Din mela kie-
net il-missjoni ta’ 1-Iben il-wah-
dieni ta’ Alla; ir-rebha fuq il-
mewt u d-dnub. Bl-obbedjenza
tieghu sal-mewt Gesut rebah id-
dnub u bil-gawmien tieghu
mill-imwiet rebah il-mewt.

15. Meta nghidu 1li Kristu
fil-missjoni tieghu mess id-deni
fl-eghruq tieghu, ahna ma
nkunux qeghdin nahsbhu biss
fuq id-deni u t-thatija zgura u
ma tintemm qatt, jigifieri fuq
it-thatija eskatologika (blex il-
bniedem, “ma jintilifx, = imma
jkollu l-hajja ta’ dejjem’), im-
ma nkunu nahsbu wkoll — al-
menu b’xi mod — fuq id-deni u

ad TR



t-tbatija = f’dan = iz-zmien, fil-
grajja tal-bniedem fid-dinja.
Id-deni jibga’ marbut mad-dnub
u l-mewt. U ghalkemm irridu
nogoghdu attenti hafna gabel

nghidu 1i t-tbatijiet tal-bnie-
dem huma konsegwenza ta’
dnubiet veri (dan narawh fl-
ezempju ta’ Gob, il-bniedem

gust), ma nistghux nifirduhom
mid-dnub tal-bidu, dak id-dnub
1li San Gwann isejjahlu “id-dnub
tad-dinja” (29), minn dik il-
gaghda ta’ dnub li naraw fl-
eghmil tan-nies u fil-mixi tas-
socjetajiet tul il-grajja kollha
tad-dinja. Ghalkemm ma ghan-
dniex, kif ghamlu hbieb Gob,
ingisu bhala kriterju rabta shi-
ha bejn tbatija u htija, ma
ghandniex inwarrbu l-fehma 1li
fl-ahhar mill-ahhar it-tbatija
tal-bniedem gejja mill-fatt Ii
l1-bniedem hu involut fid-dnub
b’hafna manjieri.

L-istess haga dwar il-mewt.
Spiss wiehed jistenniha bhala
helsien mit-tbatijiet ta’ din il-
hajja. Fl-istess hin ma nistghux
ma ngisux li bil-mewt il-gawwa
gerrieda tat-tbatija fil-gisem u
fir-ruh tilhaq il-qofol taghha.
Qabel xejn il-mewt iggib firda
fil-personalita = kollha fizika-
psikika tal-bniedem. U r-ruh
tibga’, imma mifruda mill-gi-
sem; il-gisem bil-mod il-mod
jispiéca skond il-kliem 1i 1-
Mulej Alla qal wara d-dnub tal-
bniedem fil-bidu tal-grajja tie-
ghu fid-dinja: “Inti trab u lejn
it-trab terga’ tmur” (30). Ghal-
hekk, ghalkemm -il-mewt mhi-
jiex tbatija fit-tifsir li naghtu
1-kelma meta nitkellmu fuq ‘it-
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tbatija tad-dinja, ghalkemm-in-
sibuha b’xi mod °’l hemm mis-
suriet kollha  tat-tbatija tad-
dinja, id-deni li 1-bniedem igar-
rab biha, hu xi haga 1li ma tis-
tax tehles minnha wu li thaddan
kollox. L-Iben il-Wahdieni ta’
Alla, bl-eghmil tieghu ta’ sal-
vazzjoni, heles  lill-bniedem
mill-mewt u d-dnub. L-ewwel-
nett qaccéat ’il barra mill-grajja
tal-bniedem is-setgha tad-dnub,
li bis-sahha ta’ l-ispirtu tal-
hazen ghamel l1-eghruq fih minn
zmien id-dnub tal-bidu; b’hekk
1-Iben ta’ Alla ta lill-bniedem 1i
jghix fil-grazzja qaddisa. Wara
r-rebha fuq il-mewt, 1-Iben. ta’
Alla nehha wkoll is-setgha lill-
mewt, meta bil-qawmien . tieghu
mill-imwiet fetah it-trig tal-
gawmien ghall-hajja ta’ - dej-
jem. Il-gerda tas-setgha tad-
dnub u l-gerda tas-setgha tal-
mewt huma z-zewg kondizzjo-
nijiet ghal Kkollox mehtiega
ghall-“hajja ta’ dejjem’, li hi
l-hena 1li ma tintemm qatt ta’
l-ghaqda tal-bniedem ma’ Alla;
dan, ghal dawk 1li jsalvaw, ifis-
ser 1li t-tbatija, wara t-tmiem
tad-dinja, tintemm  .ghal kol-
lox. Bl-eghmil ta’ Kristu ghas-
salvazzjoni taghna, il-bniedem
kiseb 1li f'din id-dinja - jghix
bit-tama tal-hajja - u tal-qdusija
ta’ dejjem. Ir-rebha ta’ Kristu
fuq id-dnub u l-mewt bis-Salib
u l-qawmien tieghu mill-imwiet,
ma-tnehhi xejn mit-tbatija: tal-
hajja f’din id-dinja . u: langas
tehles mit-tbhatija 1-grajja kol-
lha tal-bniedem fil-hajja tieghu
fid-dinja, izda titfa’> dawl gdid,
id-dawl tas-salvazzioni, fuq il-



grajja tal-bniedem fid-dinja u
fuq it-tbatijiet kollha tieghu.
Hu d-dawl ta’ 1-Evangelju, tal-
Bxara t-tajba. F’nofs dan id-
dawl insibu 1-verita 1i Gest we-
ra. lil Nikodemu: “Alla hekk
habb id-dinja li ta I-Iben il-
wahdieni tieghu” (31). Din il-
verita tbiddel mill-eghruqg il-
grajja tal-bniedem u l-gaghda
tieghu fid-dinja; minkejja 1 d-
dnub ghamel l-eghruq tieghu
fil-grajja = tal-bniedem kemm
bhala dnub tan-nisel u kemm
bnala “id-dnub tad-dinja” u
kemm bhala 1-gabra tad-dnu-
biet kollha tal-bnedmin, Alla 1-
Missier habb ’1 Ibnu, jigifieri,
habbu dejjem; imbaghad, fiz-zmien

f’waqtu, ghal din  l-imhab-
ba, 1li tirbah  kollox, “ta”
dan I-Iben il-wahdieni tieghu

biex jinzel sa l-eghrug tad-deni
tal-bniedem u hekk jersag grib
l-ogsma kollha. tat-tbatija, 1i
minnhom ghandu sehem il-
bniedem, biex isalvah.

16. Kristu, fil-hidma tieghu
ta’ salvazzjoni f'nofs il-poplu
ta’ Izrael resag dejjem aktar
grib  id-dinja  tat-tbatija  tal-
bniedem.  ‘““Ghadda jaghmel il-
gid” (32) u eghmilu kien l-ak-
tar ma’ dawk 1li kienu jbatu u
jehtiegu l-ghajnuna. Fejjaq il-
morda, farrag l-imnikktin, ta-
ma’ ’l dawk 1i kienu bil-guh,
fejjaq it-torox, l-ghomja, l~im-
giddmin, heles ’il min Kkien
mahkum mix-xitan jew minn
kull xorta ta’ nuqqas fil-gisem,
tliet darbiet ta 1-hajja lill-mej-
tin. Kien ihoss ghal kull xorta
ta’ thatija. tal-bniedem, kemm
fir-ruh u kemm fil-gisem. U
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fl-istess hin kien ighallem, u
fil-qalba tat-taghlim tieghu,
hemm it-tmien beatitudni, 1

galhom ghall-bnedmin i huma
mgarrbin minn tant thatijiet
fil-hajja tad-dinja. Dawn huma
“l-fqar fl-ispirtu”, ‘“dawk 1i
jibku”, “dawk 1li ghandhom guh
u ghatx tal-gustizzja”, u ‘dawk
1i huma ippersegwitati minhab-
ba 1-gustizzja”, meta n-nies
jisthuhom u jfittxuhom ghall-
mewt u jghidu kull deni fug-
hom, bil-gideb, minhabba Kris-
tu... (33). Dan skond San Mat-
tew. San Luga mbaghad isem-
mi ’l dawk 1li huma ‘“ghalissa
bil-guh” (34).

Hu x’inhu, Kristu resaq qrib
din id-dinja tat-tbatija tal-
bniedem ghaliex hu stess tghabba
b’din  it-tbatija. Tul = il-hajja
pubblika tieghu mhux biss gar-
rab 1-gheja, ma kellux' fejn
joqghod, u habbat witcu ma’
lI-injoranza ta’ dawk 1i Kkienu
l-aktar grib tieghu, imma wkoll,
u aktar minn kollox, sab ruhu
dejjem aktar imdawwar mill-
gnira waqt li, minn jum ghall-
iehor, beda dejjem jidher aktar
c¢ar il-hsieb ta’ dawk 1li riedu
jnehhulu hajtu. Ghax kien jaf
b’dan kollu, Kristu spiss kien
jitkellem mad-dixxipli tieghu
fuq it-tbatija u l-mewt 1li kien
hemm ilesti ghalih: ‘“Ara, issa
ahna telghin Gerusalem u Bin
il-bniedem se jinghata fidejn
il-qassisin il-kbar u l-kittieba
li jagtghuhielu ghall-mewt u
jerhuh f’idejn il-pagani; dawn
imbaghad jiddiehku bih, jobz-
qulu fuqu, jaghtuh ghall-mewt
u jogtluh, wu wara tlitt ijiem



igum mill-mewt” (35). Kristu
jersaq lejn il-passjoni u l-mewt
tieghu, zgur 1i 1-missjoni tieghu
kellu jtemmha b’dan il-mod.
Kien proprju b’din it-tbatija
tieghu 1i l-bniedem “ma jinti-
lifx imma jkollu 1-hajja ta’
dejjem”. Bis-Salib Gesu kellu
jinzel sa l-eghruq tad-deni, 1li
thawwel fil-grajja tal-bniedem
u f’qalb il-bnedmin. Bis-Salib
tieghu Kkellu jtemm l-opra tal-
fidwa. Din l-opra kellha tkun opra
ta’ fidwa, skond il-pjan ta’ I-Im-
habba ta’ dejjem ta’ Alla.
Kien ghalhekk 1i Kristu can-
far bl-ahrax 1lil San Pietru,
~ meta dan ipprova jgaghlu jwar-
rab minn fehmtu l-hsibijiet
tat-thatija u tal-mewt tas-sa-
lib (36). U meta Gesu gie maqg-
bud fil-gnien tal-Getsemani, u
San Pietru pprova jiddefendih
bis-sejf, Kristu gqallu: “Erga’
dahhal sejfek f'postu.. Kif is-
sehh 1-Iskrittura 1i tghid 1
hekk ghandu jsir?” (37). U Ge-
sit gal ukoll: “Forsi I-kaléi 1
tani  Missieri ma'  nixorbux?”
(38). Din it-twegiba — mhux
ingas minn twegib iehor Ii
jinsab ’1 hawn u ’1 hemm fl-
Evangelju — turi kemm Kristu
kellu fil-fond ta’ galbu 1-hsieb
li darba kien fisser huwa u jit-
kellem ma’ Nikodemu: “Alla
hekk habb id-dinja 11 ta 1lil
Ibnu l-wahdieni biex kull min
jemmen fih ma jintilifx, izda
jkollu 1-hajja ta’ dejjem” (39).
Kristu beda miexi fit-trig Ii
kellha twasslu ghaill-passjoni
tieghu, zgur mill-qawwa tagh-
ha ghas-salvazzjoni; u dan
ghamlu biex jobdi lill-Missier
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imma aktar u aktar ghaliex
kien haga wahda mal-Missier
fl-imhabba ghad-dinja u ghall-
bniedem fid-dinja. Ghalhekk
San Pawl kiteb dan ghal Kris-
tu: “Habbni u ta ruhu ghalija”
(40).

17. L-Iskrittura kellha ssehh.
Hafna siltiet messjani¢i tal-
Patt i1-Qadim habbru minn ga-
bel it-tbatijiet tal-Messija ta’
Alla. Fost dawn is-siltiet. kollha
l-aktar 1li tganqgal il-qlub hija
dik is-silta, maghrufa bhala r-

Raba’ Ghanja tal-Qaddej ta’
Jahweh, 1i tinsab fil-ktieb tal-
profeta 1Isaija. Il-Profeta, Ili

bir-ragun kollu hu msejjah “il-
hames evangelista”, f’din il-
ghanja jiddeskrivi b’mod hekk
haj it-tbatijiet tal-Qaddej Ili
gisu qieghed jarahom b’ghaj-
nejh stess, bl-ghajnejn tal-gi-
sem u b’dawk tar-ruh. Il-Pas-
sjoni ta’ Kristu fid-dawl tal-
kliem ta’ Isaija, tienhu tifsir
agwa u tgangal aktar il-glub
milli jaghmlu r-rakkonti ta’ 1-

evangelisti. Ara, Kkif jidher
quddiemna 1-Bniedem tat-Tha-
tija:

“Ebda -sura ma kellu u ebda
gmiel biex inharsu lejh... Kien
imzeblah u mwarrab mill-bned-
min, bniedem 1i bata u kien jaf
X’inhu l-mard; bhal wiehed i
n-nies jahbu wi¢éthom minnu,
bniedem imzeblah, li ahna xejn
ma qisnieh. Izda hu refa’ fuqu
I-mard taghna, tghabba bin-
niket taghna. Ahna hsibnieh
bhal wiehed ikkastigat, milqut
minn Alla ‘1 migjub fix-xejn.
Izda hu kien migruh minhabba
fi dnubietna, mishug minhabba



fi hzunitna. Ghas-sahha taghna-

waga’ l-kastig fuqu, u bis-swait
tieghu sibna Il-fejgan taghna.
Ahna lkoll bhal nghag mitlufa,
kull wiehed minna gabad trig
ghal rasu; u 1-Mulej xehet fuqu I-
hazen kollu taghna” (41). ‘
L-ghanja tal-Qaddej 1li gie-
ghed ibati ghandha deskrizzjoni
li fiha b’xi mod nistghu naraw
il-mumenti kollhg tal-Passjoni
tal-Mulej fl-i¢ken irgagat: maqg-

bud, insultat, moghti bil-harta, °

bil-bzieq fuqu, imkasbar fid-
dinjita tieghu wagt li hu mag-
bud, il-kundanna ingusta, il-
flagellazzjoni, il-kuruna tax-
xewk li geghdulu fug rasu u 1-
insulti 1i tawh, it-trig tas-salib,
imsallab, l-aguniia.

Imma aktar mid-deskrizzjoni
tal-Passjoni bi kliem il-profeta,
jolgot  lill-qlubna I-kobor tas-
sagrificcju ta’ Kristu.  Ghal-
kemm bla htija, jilga’ fugu t-
tbatijiet kollha tal-bnedmin,
ghax jitghabba bi dnubiethom
kollha. “II-Mulej xehet fuqu 1-
hazen kollu taghna”: id-dnub
kollu tal-bniedem, fil-kobor tie-
ghu kollu u kif inhu mxerred
f’kulhadd u kullimkien, hu r-
raguni vera tat-tbatijiet tal-
Feddej. Jekk imbaghad it-tha-
tija “inqgisuha’ mill-kobor tad-
deni li wiehed igarrab, kliem
il-profeta jghinna nifhmu
kemm hu kbir id-deni u kemm
hi kbira t-tbatija li Kristu gar-
rab. Nistghu nghidu 1i din hi
tbatija “flok haddiehor”; izda
hi fuq kollox tbatija “li tifdi”.
Il-Bniedem tat-Thbatija tal-pro-
fezija hu verament “il-haruf ta’
Alla, li jnehhi d-dnub tad-dinja”
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(42). Bit-tbatijiet tieghu, jit-
hassru d-dnubiet ghaliex hu
wahdu, bhala 1-Tben il-wahdie-
ni tal-Missier, seta’ jitgnabba
bihom wu jilgaghhom b’dik I-im-
habba ghall-Missier 1i teghleb
id-deni ta’ kull dnub; b’xi mod
hu jgib fix-xejn dan id-deni
fil-gasam spiritwali tar-relaz-
zjonijiet ta’ Alla mal-familja

kollha tal-bnedmin, u jimla
dan il-gasam bil-gid.
Hawn niltagghu maz-zewg

naturi ta’ Dik il-Persuna wahda
1i bi thatijietha kisbet il-Fidwa.
Dak 1i bhil-passjoni u I-mewt
tieghu fuag is-salib -gabilna I1-
fidwa, hu 1-Iben il-wahdieni, 1i
Alla “ta”. Fl-istess waqt dan
I-Iben, ta’ Il-istess natura tal-
Missier, ibati bhala bniedem.
It-thatijiet tieghu huma thati-
jlet ta’ bniedem, izda — u din
hi haga li ma hemmx ohra
bhalha fil-grajja tal-bniedem—
dawn it-tbatijiet ghandhom
ukoll gawwa u kobor, li ghal-
kemm huma gawwa u kobor ta’
tbhatijiet ta’ bniedem, huma ta’
gawwa u kopor bla qgjies ta’
tbatija, ghaliex il-Bniedem 1i
gieghed ibati hu 1-Persuna ta’
l-istess Iben ta’ Alla: “Alla
minn Alla”. Ghalhekk Hu biss
— 1-TIben il-wahdieni — jista’
jhaddan il-kobor kollu tad-deni
1i hemm fid-dnub - tal-bniedem;
f’kull dnub u fid-dnub ‘“kollu”
tal-grajja shiha tal-bniedem
fuq l-art.

18.. Nistghu nghidu 1i 1-hsi-
bijiet 1i fissirna hawn fug
iwassluna dritt fil-Getsemani u
fuq il-Kalvarju, fejn 1-Ghanja
tal-Qaddej ibati tal-Ktieb ta’



Isaija issehh kollha kemm hi.
Imma gabel naslu hemm, in-
komplu naqraw il-kliem ta’ 1-
Ghanja, li habbru minn gabel
il-Passjoni fil-Getsemani u fuq
il-Kalvarju. Dan il-Qaddej — u
dan irridu narawh biex infissru
sewwa, l-Passjoni ta’ Kristu —
tghabba minn rajh b’dawk it-
thatijiet 1i fughom tkellimna:

“Faqruh, u gaghad ghalihom,
bla ma biss fetah fommu; bhal
haruf mehud ghall-gatla, u
bhal nghaga mbikkma f’id min
forza u l-haggq nehhewh; u min
qaghad jahseb fuq xortih? Iva,
gac¢ctuh  mill-art  tal-hajjin,
minhabba fi dnub il-poplu tie-
ghu kien midrub; u tawh qabar
mal-hziena, u mal-ghonja dif-
nuh, ghalkemm ma ghamel eb-
da hsara u ebda dgerg ma hareg
minn fommu” (43).

Kristu bata minn rajh u bata
bla htija. Bit-tbatijiet tieghu
jilga’ dik il-mistogsija mtennija
kemm-il darba mill-bnedmin u
li nsibu mfissra, b’xi mod, fil-
kruha kollha taghha, fil-ktieb
ta’ Gob. Izda Kristu mhux biss
jilga’ din il-mistogsija (mistog-
sija 1li jilgaghha b’mod wisq
aktar shih ghaliex hu ' mhux
biss bniedem kif kien Gob, im-
ma hu wkoll 1-ITben ta’ Alla),

imma  ghandu 'wkoll Il-ahjar
twegiba 1i tista’ tinghata ghal
din il-mistogsija. Nistghu nghi-

du li t-twegiba tigi b’xi mod
mit-thbatija stess li dwarha ssir
il-mistogsija. Kristu jwiegeb
ghall-mistogsija X’inhi u xi
tfisser it-tbatija mhux biss bit-
taghlim tieghu, jigifieri bil-
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Bxara t-tajba, imma, gabel kol-
lox, iwiegeb bit-tbatija tieghu
stess, 1li hi parti mit-taghlim
ta’ 1-Evangelju u ma tistax tigi
mifruda minnu. U din hija l-ah-
har - kelma 1i tigbor. fiha fil-qo-
sor it-taghlim kolly ta’ 1-Evan-

gelju: “il-predikazzjoni tas-sa-
lib” (44), Kkif darba gal San
Pawl.

Din “il-predikazzjoni tas-sa-
lib” turi kif tassew sehhet ghal
dejjem id-dehra mhabbra . fil-
profezija.  tal-gedem. Ifafna
grajjiet, u hafna diskorsi tul
iz-zmien kollu li fih Kristu kien
ighallem lin-nies, juru b’liema
mod Kristu sa mill-bidu laga’
din it-tbatija. ghax din Kkienet
ir-rieda tal-Missier ghas-salvaz-
zjoni tad-dinja. Izda l-ahhar
pass tieghu f’din it-tbatija kien
it-talba  fil-gnien tal-Getsema-
ni, Il-kliem: “Missier, jekk jis-
ta’ jkun, bieghed minni dan il-
kalci; imma mhux kif irrid jien,
Izdal ki ditrid: dnt.2o i (46)5 i
mbaghad: “Missier, jekk dan il-
kaléi ma jistax ighaddi min-
ghajr ma nixorbu, tkun magh-
mula r-rieda tieghek” (46) ifis-
sru hafna. 'Iwettqu l-verita ta’
dik l-imhabba 1i wera 1-Tben
lill-Missier bl-ubbidjenza tie-
ghu. Fl-istess waqt jaghtu xhie-
da tal-verita - tat-tbatijiet tie-
ghu. Kliem it-talba ta’ Kristu
fil-gnien tal-Getsemani juru
kemm kienet vera Il-imhabba
minn kemm kienu veri t-tbati-
jiet tieghu. Kliem Kristu, bis-
semplicita kollha taghhom,
iwettqu ghall-ahhar kemm hi
vera t-tbatija ghall-bniedem:
thatija. tfisser iggarrab id-deni,

N



li quddiemu Il-bniedem jitrie-
ghed. Quddiem it-tbatija 1-
bniedem. ighid: “Ha titbieghed
minni”, kif gal Kristu fil-gnien
tal-Getsemani.

Kliem Kristu juri wkoll il-
gawwa u l-kobor bla gies li ma
hemmx bhalu tat-tbatija 1i
seta’ jgarrab biss il-Bniedem 1i
kien 1-Iben il-wahdieni ta’
Alla; jaghti xhieda ta’ kemm
kienet qawwija u fil-fond it-
thatija tieghu, Kkliem il-profe-
ta, li semmejna aktar ’il fuq,
u jghinuna, b’xi mod, biex nif-
hmuha ahjar. Mhux biex nif-
hmuha ghal kollox (kieku dan,
konna nkunu nistghu nidhlu
fil-fond tal-misteru ta’ Kristu,
Alla u bniedem), imma almenu
naslu biex nintebhu bid-diffe-
renza (u bix-xebh wukoll) Ii
hemm bejn kull xorta ta’ tba-
tija 1i jista’ jgarrab il-bniedem
u t-thatijiet tal-Bniedem-Alla.
Il-Getsemani hu 1-post fejn din
it-tbatija, bil-verita kollha tad-
deni li wiehed igarrab biha kif
fisser il-profeta, dehret fil-
gawwa kollha u fil-qofol kollu
taghha quddiem ghajnejn ir-
ruh ta’ Kristu.

Il-kliem 1i ntgal fug il-Kal-
varju jigi wara l-kliem li ntgal
fil-Getsemani u juru I-kobor
kollu tad-deni, tat-tbatija 1l
Kristu garrab — haga li ma
hemmx ohra bhalha fid-dinja.
Meta qal: ¢“Allg tieghi ghaliex
tlagtni?”?, kliemu ma kienx
ifisser biss it-tigrib ta’ ruh
mitluga minn kulhadd, li spiss
niltagghu mieghu fil-Patt il-
Qadim u l-aktar fis-salmi, u
specjalment fis-salm 22 (21),
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minn fejn ittiehdu l-kelmiet 1li
ghadna kemm semmejna (47).
Nistghu nghidu 1i dan il-kliem
li jfisser it-tigrib ta’ min hu
mitlug minn kulhadd, ghandu
il-pidu tieghu fl-ghagda
shiha, g¢ishom haga wahda,
tal-Missier u 1-Iben, u ghandu dan
lI-bidu tieghu proprju ghaliex
il-Missier “xehet fuqu l-hazen
taghna kollu” (48), bil-mod
kif aktar tard ifisser San
Pawl: “Dak li ma Kkienx jaf
x’inhu dnub, Alla. ghamlu dnub
ghalina sabiex ahna nsiru fih
gustizzja ghal Alla” (49). Flim-
kien ma’ dan il-piz hekk tal-
biza’, Kristu — huwa u jqis il-
qofol tad-deni li hemm, fid-dnub
li bih-Alla jigi mwarrab — gha-
liex hu haga wahda mal-Mis-
sier, igarrab, b'mod li ma jistax
ifissru l-bniedem, din it-tbatija,
jigifieri li jkun mifrud u mic-
hud mijll-Missier,  li jigi mwar-
rab ghal kollox minn Alla. Per-
mezz ta’ din it-tbatija, Kristu
jtemm il-Fidwa u - ghalhekk
jista’ jghid, huwa u jmut:
“Kollox mitmum?” (50).
Nistghu mghidu 1i sehhet 1-
Iskrittura u tassew sehhu ghal
dejjem Kkliem il-Ghanja - tal-
Qaddej li semmejna aktar ’il
fuqg: “II-Mulej ghogbu jghakksu
bil-mard” (51). It-tbatija: tal-
bniedem lahget il-qofol taghha
fil-passjoni ta’ Kristu. Din it-
thbatija tal-bniedem fl-istess
wagt Kkisbet dimensjoni gdida,
ordni gdid: intrabtet ma’ l-im-
habba, ma’ dik Il-imhabba li
dwarha Kristu tkellem ma’
Nikodemu, dik Il-imhabba li
tnissel il-gid, u tnisslu wkoll



mid-deni, tnisslu permezz tat-
tbatija, bhalma 1-gid kbir tal-
fidwa tad-dinja hareg u bla
heda johrog, mis-Salib ta’ Kris-
tu. Is-Salib ta’ Kristu sar ghajn
li minnha johorgu xmajjar ta’

\Y%

19. L-istess Ghanja tal-Qaddej
li jbati, li hemm, fil-Ktieb ta’ Isaija,
twassalna ghal din il-mistogsija u
ghal din it-twegiba, bil-kliem li
gej: “Jekk joffri ruhu b’sagrificéju
ta’ tpattija, huwa ghad jara nisel
bla tmiem u r-rieda tal-Mulej
issehh fih,

“Wara t-thatija tieghu ghad jara
d-dawl, u jixba’ bit-taghrif tieghu.
Il-qaddej il-gust tieghi jiggustifika
I-kotra, u l-hazen taghhom, jit-

ghabba bih hu. Ghaliex naghtih

il-kotra b’sehmu, u jkollu sehem
fil-priza tal-qawwijin, ghaliex hu
offrag ruhu ghall-mewt u kien
maghdud mal-mjidinbin, ghad i
nehha 1-htijiet tal-kotra wu dahal
ghall-midinbin” (53)

Nistghu nghidu li, mal-Passjoni
ta’ Kristu. kull tbatija tal-bniedem
tinsab f’gaghda gdida. Sob gisu
intebah b’dan meta qal: “Naf 1i 1-
Feddej tieghi haj...” (54)>» u qisu
dawwar lejn din il-gaghda t-tbati-
jiet tieghu li minghajr il-Fidwa
ma kinux jistghy juruh il-gawwa
shiha taghhom,. Fis-Salib ta’ Kristu
mhux biss sehhet il-Fidwa permezz
tat-thbatija, imma l-istess tbatija
tal-bniedem giet mifdija. Kristu —
li ma kellu ebda htija — tghabba
bid-“deni Kkollu tad-dnub”. Dak li
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ilma haj (562). Fis-Salib ta’
Kristu ghandna ntennu l-mis-
togsija dwar it-tifsir tat-tbatija,
u fis-Salib ta’ Kristu ghandna
nsibu sa l-ahhar it-twegiba
ghal din il-mistogsija.

IMSEHBIN FIT-TBATIJIET TA’ KRISTU

Kristu garrab mjinn dan id-deni
juri 1l-kobor bla, qies tat-thatijiet
tieghu, li saru l-prezz tal-Fid-
wa. Fug dan jitkellem Isaija fil-
Ghanja tal-Qaddej li jbati u fuq dan
tkellmu wkoll, meta wasal zmien-
hom, ix-xhieda tal-Patt il-Gdid, li
twettag bid-Demm ta’ Kristu.
Araw. x’ighid San Pietru fl-ewwel
ittra tieghu: “Kunu afu li intom
kontu mifdija mill-hajja taghkom,
fiergha li hadtu minghand missi-
rijietkom, mhux b’xi haga li tin-
temm bhalma hi I-fidda jew id-
deheb, imma bid-demm ghaZiz ta’
Kristu li kien bhal haruf bla ghajb
u bla tebgha”. (55). Fl-ittra lill-Ga-
latin 1-Appostlu San Pawl ighid:
“Ta lilu nnifsu ghal dnubietna
biex jehlisna minn din id-dinja
hazina tal-lum” (56), u fl-ittra, lill-
Korintin: “Bil-gholi kontu mjixtri-
ja! Mela aghtu gieh il Alla - per-
mezz ta’ gisimkom” (57).

B’dan il-kliemy u bi kliem bhalu
x-xhieda tal-Patt il-gdid jitkellmu
fuq il-kobor tal-Fidwa 1i sehhet
bil-Passjoni ta’ Kristu. Il-Feddej
bata flok - il-bniedem u ghall-
bniedem, Kull bniedem ghandu
sehmu mill-Fidwa. Kulhadd huwa
wkoll imsejjah biex jissieheb f’dik
il-Passjoni 1i biha sehhet il-Fidwa,



kulhadd hu mgsejjah biex jissieheb
f’dik il-passjoni 1i biha nfdiet
kull thatija tal-bniedem. Kristu
huwa u jgib il-Fidwa bil-passjoni
tieghu. fl-istess waqt tella’ t-tbati-
ja tal-bniedem ghall-gholi tal-
Fidwa, Ghalhekk kull bniedem,
bit-tbatijiet tieghu. jista’ jissieheb
fil-passjoni ta’ Kristu li fdiena.

20. Hafna siltiet tal-Patt il-
gdid ihabbru dan. Fit-tieni ittra
lill-Korintin 1-Appostlu jikteb: “Ah-
na minn kullimkien ninsabu magh-
fusin, izda m’ahniex mghattnin,
impassbin - izda ma,.
qalbna maqtugha, ippersegwitati,
" izda m’ahniex abbandunati; mix-
. hutin ma’ l-ant, izda m/ahniex
meqrudin, F’gisimna dejjem in-
gorru I-mewt ta’ Gesii, biex f’gi-
simna tidher wukoll il-hajja ta’
Gesti. Ghalhekk ahna ghad li gegh-
din nghixu, ninsabu dejjem mogh-
tija ghall-mewt minhabba f'Gesi
biex il-hajja ta’ Gestt wkoll tkun
tidher fil-gisem; taghna 1i jmut.....
ghax nafu li dak li gajjem, lil Sidna
Gest, lilna wkoll ghad igajjimna
flimkien ma’ Gestt” (58).

San Pawl jitkellem, fuq hafna
tbatijiet u l-aktar fuq dawk it-tba-
tijiet li fihom l-ewwel insara kien
ikollhom sehem ‘“‘minhabba Kris-
tu”. Dawn it-tbatijiet iwasslu lil
dawk li lilhom intbaghtet l-ittra li
semmejna, biex jissiehbu fl-eghmil
tal-Fidwa li sehh bil-passjoni u 1-
mewt tal-Mulej. Izda l-qawwa u
l-waqt tat-tifsir tas-Salib u tal-
mewt ta’ Kristu jsibu I-milja
taghhom fil-qawwa u l-waqt tat-
tifsir tal-Qawmien mill-imwiet. Il-
bniedem, isib dawl ghal kollox
&did fil-qawmien mill-imwiet, dawl
li jghinu fil-mixja tieghu fost

ghandniex .
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tant dlamjiet ta’ tmaqdir, ta’
dubji, ta’ qtigh il-galb u ta’ perse-
kuzzjonijiet ukoll. Ghalhekk 1-Ap-
postlu fit-tieni ittra lill-Korintin
jikteb: “Bhalma joktru fina s-sof-
ferenzi ta’ Kristu, hekk ukoll per-
mezz ta’ Kristu joktor fina l-farag”
(569). F’imkien iehor igawwi galb
lil dawk li lilhom, gieghed jikteb:
huwa u jghid: “Jalla 1-Mulej iwas-
sal lil glubkom, ghall-imhabba ta’
Alla u srsabar ta’ Kristu” (60). U
fl-ittra lir-Rumani hekk ikellim-
hom; “Nitlobkom, huti, ghail-hnie-
na ta’ Alla, offru gisimkom b’Sagri-
ficéju haj, gaddis, joghgob lil Alla:
il-kult spiritwali taghkom” (61).
It-tishib fil-Passjoni ta’ Kristu
f’dan il-kliem, ta’ 1-Appostlu, gisu
ghandu zewg dimensjonijiet. Jekk
il-bniedem jissieheb fit-tbatijiet ta’
Kristu, dan jigri ghaliex Kristu
fetah il-Passjoni tieghu ghall-bnie-
dem ghaliex Kristu, bit-tbatijiet
tieghu ghas-salvazzjoni taghna. b’
xi mod, issiehieb fit-tbatijiet kollha
tal-bnedmin. U meta l-bniedem;
permezz Ital-fidi, isib it-tbatijiet
ta’ Kristu li fdewma, isib fl-istess
waqt it-tbatijiet tieghu fihom, u
permezz tal-fidi jara li staghnu
ghax kisbu xi haga gdida u tifsir
gdid. Dan il-gharfien wassal lil
San Pawl biex jikteb kliem tassew
gawwi fl-ittra tieghu lill-Galatin:
“Issallabt ma’ Kristu, Nghix, imma
mhux jien, izda jghix fija Kristu.
Il-hajja 1i nghix fil-gisem qieghed
nghixha bil-fidi fl-Tben ta’ Alla, li
habbni u ta ruhu ghalija” (62). I1-
fidi ggieghel lil min kiteb dan il-
kliem, . jaghraf x’imhabba kienet
dik li wagslet lil Kristu fuq is-Sa-
lib. Jekk Kristu fil-passjoni w I-
mewt tieghu habb dagshekk, bil-



-passjoni u l-mewt tieghu wkoll
ighix f’”dawk li habb dagshekk,
jigifieri jghix fil-bniedem, f’San
Pawl. Wagt li S. Pawl, permezz tal-
© fidi jhoss dan kollu billi b’im-
habbtu jwiegeb ghal din l-imhab-
ba — Kristu, hu u jghix fil-bnie-
dem, f’San Pawl jinghagad ukoll b’
mod specjali permezz tas-Salib mal-
bniedem, ma’ San Pawl. Din I-
ghaqda ‘San Pawl jfissirha, wkoll
bi kliem; mhux inqgas qawwi fl-is-
tess ittra lill-Galatin: “Ma jkun

gatt li niftahar jekk mhux bis-Sa-

lib ta’ Sidna Gesu Kristu li bih id-
dinja hi msallba ghalija u jien
ghad-dinja” (63)

21. Is-Salib ta’ Kristu jitfa’
dawl. ta’ fidwa fuq il-hajja tal-
bniedem, u fuq it-tbatijiet tieghu
b’gawwa liema bhalha. Dan gha-
liex permezz tal-fidi s-Salib jasal
ghand il-bniedem; flimkien mal-
gawmien mill-imwiet: il-misteru
tal-passjoni jinsab fil-misteru ta’ 1-
Ghid. Dawk 1i kienu xhieda
tal-Passjoni ta’ Kristu kienu xhie-
da wkoll tal-gawmien tieghu mill-
imwiet. Dan jikteb San Pawl: “Ir-
rid naghraf lilu (lii Kristu) u I-
gawwa tal-qawmien tieghu mill-
imwiet” (64), L-Appostlu garrab
“il-qawwa tal-gawmien mill-im-
wiet” l-ewwel darba fit-triq ta’
Damasku, u biss wara, f’dan id-
dawl ta’ 1-Ghid, wasal ghal dak
“it-tishib fil-passjoni” ta’ Kristu, li
fuqu jitkellem, fost l-ohrajn, fl-it-
tra lill-Galatin. Tt-trig ta’ San Pawl
hija t-trig ta’ 1-Ghid, u dan bla
dubju ta’ xejn: it-tishib fis-Salib
ta’ Kristu jsehh bl-esperjenza ta’
Kristu rxoxt, jigifieri b’tishib spec-
jali fil-qawmjien mill-imwiet. Hu
ghalhekk 1i meta San Pawl jitkel-

. jisthogqilhom din

lem fuq it-tbatija- spiss jitkellem,
ukoll fug il-glorja. 1i ghandha I-
bidu taghha fis-Salib ta’ Kristu.
Ix-xhieda tal-Passjoni u tal-qaw-
mien fa’ Kristu mill-imwiet kienu
zguri fuq li Zguri minn dan: “jeh-
tigielna nbatu hafna biex nidhlu
fis-Saltna, ta’ Alla” (65). Barra
dan, San Pawl. huwa u jikteb lit-
Tessalonkin ighid: ‘“Ghalhekk ah-
na stess niftahru bikom... ghas-
sabar taghkom u ghall-fidi tagh-
kom, fil-persekuzzjonijiet u t-tba-
tijiet kollha li intom ghaddejtu
minnhom,.. Minn dan jidher il-haqq
gust ta’ Alla halli b’hekk tkun ti-
xirgilkom is-saltna ta’ Alla li
minhabba fiha geghdin tbatu” (66).
B’hekk it-tishib fit-tbatijiet ta’
Kristu hu fl-istess hin ukoll tbati-
ja, ghas-Saltna ta’ Alla. Quddiem
ghajnejn Alla l-gust, quddiem il-
haqq tieghu, dawk kollha 1i jis-
siehbu fil-Passjoni ta’ Kristu jkun
is-Saltna, Bit-
tigrib taghhom huma b’xi mod
ihallsu ghall-prezz bla qies tal-
Passjoni u 1-Mewt ta’ Kristu, li
sar il-prezz tal-Fidwa taghna: b’
dan il-prezz is-Saltna ta’ Alla
ssahhet mill-gdid fil-grajja  tal-
bniedem, billi saret 1-ghan ewlie-
ni tal-hajja tal-bniedem, fuq l-art.
Bit-tbatijiet tieghu Kristu dahhal-
na f’din is-Saltna, u l-bnedmin li
gishom, jidhlu fil-mjisteru tal-Fidwa
(bit-tbatijiet taghhom), huma wkoll
jilhqu I-kobor shih taghhom fil-
bini ta’ din is-Saltna.

22. Ma’ dan il-ghan tas-Saltna
ta’ Alla hemm, ukoll marbuta dik
it-tama tal-glorja, 1i ghandha I-
bidu taghha fis-Salib ta’ Kristu.
Hu l-gawmien mill-imwiet li juri
din, il-glorja — glorja eskatologika



— glorja li giet ghal kollox moh-
bija mit-tbatijiet bla gies tas-Salib
ta’ Kristu, Dawk 1i jissiehbu fit-
thatijiet ta’ Kristu: huma msejhin
biex bit-thatijiet taghhom, huma
wkoll ikollhom sehem fil-glorja.
Dan, San Pawl ighidu kemm-il
darba. Lir-Rumani jiktbilhom dan:
“Ahna werrieta ma’ Kristu ghax
ahna nbatu mieghu biex nistghu
nkunu glorifikati. Jiena ghadni
perswaz li titbatijiet ta’ issa ma
ghanhdom, x’jagsmu xejn mal-
glorja li ghad trid tidher fina” (67)
U fit-tieni ittra lill-Korintin nagq-
raw: “Id-dagsxejn ta’ tbatija tagh-
na ta’ issa thejjilna kobor ta’ glor-
ja bla gjies ghal dejjem lilna 1i ma
nharsux lejn il-hwejjeg 1li jidhru
izda lejn dawk li ma jidhrux” (68).
U San Pietru 1-Appostlu fl-ewwel
ittra tieghu jxandar din il-verita:
“Ifirhu ghax b’hekk intom gegh-
din tissiehbu fit-tbatijiet ta’ Kris-
tu, biex aktar tifirhu u tithennew
fid-dehra tal-glorja tieghu’ (69).
Ir-raguni tat-tbatija u tal-glorja
hi haga kollha kemm hi ta’ -Evan-
gelju: v tidher b’mod tassew car
u miftuh meta norbtuha mas-Salib
u l-gawmien mill-imwiet. Il-qaw-
mijen mill-imwiet, qabel xejn, in-
bidel f’dehra ta’ glorja 1li taqgbel
perfettament ma’ l-irfigh ta’ Kris-
tu fuq is-Salib. Dan ghaliex, ghal-
kemm, ghall-bnedmin fuq is-Salib
Kristu deher li gie mnezza’ ’I fuq
minn kollox, quddiem Alla gie
mgholli °’1 fuq minn kollox.
Fuq is-Salib temm ghal kol-
lox il-missjoni tieghu; huwa
u jaghmel ir-rieda tal-Missier,
wettaq lilu nnifsu u lahaq il-milja
tieghu, Fin-nuqqas ta’ sahha tie-
ghu Kristu wera l-gawwa u fix-
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xejn tieghu wera I-kobor tieghu
bhala 1-Messija. Dan il-kobor kollu
ma jurihx il-kliem 1i hu qal fuq il-
Kalvarju, waqt l-agunija tieghu, u
l-aktar il-kliem li gal ghal dawk li
sallbuh: “Missier, ahfrilhom, ghax
ma jafux x’inhuma jaghmlu”? (70)
Dan il-kliem ghandu qisu l-gawwa
ta’ ezempju mill-agwa ghal dawk
li huma mgsehbin fil-Passjoni ta’
Kristu bi tbatijiethom. It-tbatija
hi wkoll sura ta’ stedina ghall-
bniedem biex juri l-qawwa morali
u l-kebor spiritwali tieghu. Dan
urewh matul iz-zmijnijiet, il-martri
u l-konfessuri ta’ Kristu b’dan il-
kliem quddiem ghajnejhom: ““Tib-
zghux minn dawk li jogtlu 1-gi-
sem bla ma jistghu joqtlu r-ruh”
(71). Il-gawmjen ta’ Kristu mill-
imwiet uriena “is-sebh taz-zmien
li gej” u wettaq fl-istess hin “il-
glorja tas-Salib”: dik il-glorja 1i
tinsab fl-istess passjoni ta’ Kristu
u 1li spiss dehret u ghadha tidher,
gisha xbieha, fit-tbatijiet tal-bned-
min, bhala dehra tal-kobor spirit-
wali tal-bniedem. Din il-glorja
ma ghandniex biss narawha fil-
martri ghall-fidi, imma wkoll f’haf-
na bnedmin li, xi kull tant, ghal-
kemm ma jemmnux fi Kristu, igar-
rbu hafna deni u jaghtu hajjithom
ukoll ghall-veritd jew ghal xi
kawza ohra gusta. Id-dinjita kbira
tal-bniedem titwettaq b’'mod spec-
jali b’dan it-tigrib kollu.
23. It-tbatija hija dejjem prova
u xi drabi prova iebsa — i
minnha jrid ighaddi 1-gens tal-
bnedmin. L-ittri ta’ San Pawl jit-
kellmu spiss fuq il-fatt tal-ghageb
tal-qawwa fit-tigrib, li ma jagbel
xejn mal-fehma tal-kotra kbira tan-
nies, imma li huwa mxandar mill-



Evangelju, qawwa fit-tigrib li gar-
rabha b’'mod specjali l-istess San

Pawl u dawk kollha 1i huma
msehbin fit-tbatijiet ta’ Kristu.
Fit-tieni ittra lill-Korintin, San

Pawl jikteb: “Mela bil-qalb kollha,

niftahar bin-nuggasijiet tieghi biex
fuqi tghammar is-setgha ta’ Kris-
tu” (72). U fit-tieni ittra lil Ti-
motju, nagraw: “Din hi l-kawza li
ghaliha qieghed inbati. Imma b’
dagshekk ma nisthix ghax jien
naf f'min emmint” (73). U fl-ittra
lill-Filippin, jasal biex ighid: “Kol-
lox niflah bis-sahha ta’ dak 1
jgawwini” (73).

Dawk li ghandhom sehem fit-
thatijiet ta’ Kristu: ghandhom
quddiem, ghajnejhom il-misteru ta’
I-Ghid tas-Salib u tal-qawmien
tal-Mulej mill-imwiet: mjsteru i
fih Kristu l-ewwel nizel sal-giegh
nett tad-dghufija u tax-xejn tal-
bniedem: mjiet imsallab. Imma
jekk f’din id-dghufija ta’ Kristu
issehh ukoll fl-istess waqt il-glo-
rifikazzjoni tieghu 1i twettget bil-
gawmien tieghu mill-imwiet, dan
juri li d-dghufija tat-tbatijiet kol-
lha tal-bnedmin, tista’ timtela b’dik
l-istess gawwa ta’ Alla, 1i dehret
fis-Salib ta’ Kristu. Meta nifhmu
l-haga b’dan il-mod, thati ghalina
jkun ifisser li b’mod singulari
nkunu nhossu u ngarrbu fina I-
hidma tal-qawwa ta’ Alla li ssal-
vana, u li tinghata lilna I-bnedmin
fi Kristu. Fih Alla wettaq il-fehma
li jahdem fina I-aktar permezz
tat-tbatija, jigifieri permezz tad-
dghufija u x-xejn taghna, biex
fihom jurina l-gawwa kollha tie-
ghu, B’dan il-mod nistghu nifhmu
wkoll I-esortazzjoni li nsibu fl-ew-
wel ittra ta’ San Pietru: “Jekk
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wiehed isofri ghax nisrani m’ghan-
dux imniex jisthi: ha jfahhar lil
Alla b’dan l-isem’ (75).

Fl-ittra lir-Rumani San Pawl jit-
kellem aktar fit-tul fug dan “il-
bidu tal-qawwa mid-dghufija”, dan
it-tigdid spiritwali tal-bniedem fit-
tigrib u t-tribulazzjonijiet 1i huma
s-sejha specjali ta’ dawk kollha li
ghandhom, sehem fit-tbatijiet ta’
Kristu: “Niftahru wkoll bis-soffe-
renzi, ghax nafu 1li s-sofferenza
ggib is-sabar, is-sabar igib il-pro-
va, il-prova ggib it-tama. U din
it-tama ma tqarragx bina- ghax I-
imhabba ta’ Alla ssawbet fi glubna
permezz ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu li
kien moghti lilna” (76). Fit-tbatija
hemm sura ta’ ‘sejha specjali
ghall-qawwa li l-bniedem irid juri
min-naha tieghu.

U din hi l-qawwa li 1-bniedem
juri bla ma jagta’ qalbu meta
jgarrab dwejjaq u deni. Meta 1-
bniedem igib ruhu b’dan il-mod
hu jkun juri dik it-tama li biha jis-
tqgarr li hu zgur li mhux se jhalli t-
tigrib jeghelbu u langas qatt se
jhallih inezzghu mid-dinjita tieghu
ta’ bniedem, li hu, dinjita kollha
kemm hi marbuta mas-sens i
ghandu tat-tifsir tal-hajja. Dan it-
tifsir tal-hajja jidher haga wahda
ma’ l-imhabba ta’ Alla, li hija l-aq-
wa don ta’ ldIspirtu s-Santu. II--
bniedem, huwa u jkollu sehem
minn din l-imhabba, isib ruhu fit-
tbatija; isib “ruhu”, ir-“ruh” li jkun
haseb li “tilef” minhabba tbati-
jietu (77).

24. TIzda dak 1i garrab 1-Ap-
postlu San Pawl. fit-tishib tieghu
fit-tbatijiet ta’ Kristu, imur aktar
’il boghod. Fl-ittra lill-Kolossin
nagraw liema hu l-ahhar ghan li



ghalih trid twassal it-tbatija. Dan
jikteb San, Pawl: “Nifrah bit-tba-
tijiet tieghi mjinhabba fikom, biex
intemm f’gismi dak li jonqos mit-
tbatijiet fa’ Kristu ghall-gisem,
tieghu 1i hy 1-Knisja” (78). U f’it-
tra ohra, lil dawki lj lilhom, gieghed
jikteb, jistaqsihom; “Ma tafux li
. l-igsma taghkom, huma mempbri
ta’ Kristu?” (79). v

Fil-misteru ta’ 1-Ghid, Kristu
ta bidu ghall-ghagda mal-bniedem
fix-xirka tal-Knisja. Dan il-mijsteru
tal-Knisja nistghu nfissruh hekk:
bil-Maghmudija, 1i biha l-bniedem
isir xebh ma’ Kristu, u mbaghad
bis-sagrificcju ta’ Kristu — sagra-
mentalment, bl-Ewkaristija — il-
Knisja dejjem tinbena spiritwal-
ment bhala Gisem, ta’ Kristu, F’dan
il-Gisem, Kristu jrid jinghagad
mal-bnedmin kollha u l-ewwelnett
hu jghaggad mijeghu ’l dawk li
geghdin ibatu. Kliem l-ittra lill-
Kolossin, li semmejna aktar ’il
fuq juru ta’ liema sura specjali hi
din 1-ghiagda, Dan' ghaliex dawk
kollha li jbatu flimkien ma’ Kristu
— kif 1-Appostlu San - Pawl “bata”
flimkien ma’ Kristu — mhux biss
jiksbu minghand Kristu dik il-
gawwa li semymeijna, imma wkoll
bit-tbatijiet taghhom ‘“itemmu dak
li; jongos mit-tbatijiet ta’ Kristu”.
Din, it-tifsiray mibnija fuq 1-Evan-
gelju titfa’ dawl qawwi fuq il-gaw-
wa li ghandha t-tbatija biex
tohloq. It-tbatijiet ta’ Kristu gabu
l-fidwa tad-dinja, fidwa 1i fiha
nnifisha ma tispicca gatt u hi bla
gjies u ebda bniedem, ma jista’
jzid, xejn  maghha. Fl-istess wagqt,
Kristu. fil-misteru = tal-Knisja - u
fil-Gisem tieghu, b’xi mod, fetah
it-tbatijiet, li bihom, fdiena, ghall-
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bnedmin kollha, mgarrbin bit-tha-
tija. Dagskemm il-bniedem, jissie-
heb fit-thatijiet ta’ Kristu — kull
imkien fid-dinja u f’kull zmien tal-
grajja tal-bniedem — dagshekk
iehor hu jtemm bil-mod tieghu
t-tbatijiet li bihom, Kristu gab il-
Fidwa, tad-dinja.

Minhabba dan. ghandna nghidu
li 1-Fidwa li gab Kristu, kellha xi
nuqgas fiha? Le. Dan ifisser biss
li I-Fidwa. 1i sehhet bil-gawwa ta’
l-imhabba 1i wasslet ghat-tpattija
ghall-htijiet tal-bnedmin, hija dej-
jem miftuha ghal kull xorta ta’
mhabba li turi ruhbha fit-thatijiet
tal-bniedem, F’dan l-aspett — jigi-
fieri taht l-aspett ta’ l-imhabba —
il-Fidwa, li sehhet darba ghal dej-
jem, b’xi mod dejjem aktar issehh.
Kristu temm darba ghal dejjem:
il-Fidwa taghna u wassalha sa I-
ahhar, izda fl-istess waqgt ma
temmhiex ghal kollox: fit-tbatijiet
li bihom, feda d-dinja, Kristu, sa
mill-bidu nett, haddan u jhaddan
ghal dejjem kull ma jgarrbu 1-
bnedmin fid-dinja. Hekk hu: milli
jidher, l-istess natura tat-thatijiet
ta’ Kristu titlob li dawn it-tbatijiet
ikomplu jintemmu.

B’hekk Kristu, li haddan mieghu
dak kollu li jbati l-bnedmin, bit-
tbatijiet tieghu feda d-dinja. Din
il-fidwa 1i sehhet darba ghal dej-
jem, bil-Passjoni ta’ Kristu, fl-istess
hin, bil-mod taghha. tinsab :ukoll
u timxi ’l quddiem, fil-grajja tal-
bniedem, Tinsab u timxi ’l quddiem
bhala Gisem, ta’ Kristu, li hu 1-
Knisja; b’dan, il-mod: kull tbatija
tal‘bniedem, minhabba x-xirka ta’
kulhadd fl-imhabba“® ta’ Kristu,
ittemm, il-passjoni ta’ Kristu, kif
il-Knisja ttemm l-eghmil tal-fidwa



ta’ Kristu. Il-misteru tal-Knisja —
jigifieri dak il-Gisem, li jtemm fih
il-gisem ta’ Kristu msallab u
mgajjem mill-imwiet — fl-istess
hin jurina fejn u kif it-tbatijiet
tal-bniedem itemmu t-tbatijiet tal-
Passjcni ta’ Kristu. Biss meta
nahsbu fuq il-Knisja bhala 1-Gi-
sem ta’ Kristu, li bla heda, kull
imkien u f’kull zmien, miexja ’l
quddiem, nistghu nahsbu u nitkel-
Imu fug ‘“dak li jonqos” mit-tba-
tijiet ta’ Kristu. Madankollu dan
I-Appostlu jghidu b’mod ¢ar haf-
na, ghax huwa jitkellem dwar i
ntemmu f'gisimna “dak li jongos
mijt-tbatijiet ta’ Kristu ghal-gisem
tieghu 1i hu 1-Knisja’”.

Hija fl-istess Knisja 1i bla heda

VI

tiehu mill-ghana bla gies tal-Fidwa
biex tgassmu fil-hajja tal-bnedmin,
li 1-Passjoni ta’ Kristu li biha
nfdejna tintemm bla heda bit-tba-
tijiet tal-bnedmin. - B’dan il-mod
naraw X’inhi sewwa n-natura tal-
Knisja 1i gejja minn Alla u magh-
mula, minn bnedmin, It-tbatija b'xi
mod ghandha sehem mill-kwalita-
jiet ta’ din in-natura tal-Knisja, u
ghalhekk it-tbatija ghandha siwi
spec¢jali quddiem il-Knisja. It-tba-
tija hi xi haga tajba, u 1-Knisja —
li temmen bis-shih fil-Fidwa —
ghandha qima Kkbira ghat-tbatija
bil-qawwa kollha tal-fidi taghha
fil-Fidwa, tal-fidi, 1i biha thaddan
il-misteru kbir, li ma jista’ jitfisser
gatt, tal-Gisem ta’ Kristu.

L-EVANGELJU TAT-TBATIJA

Ix-xhieda tas-Salib ta’ Kristu u
tal-gqawmien tieghu mill-imwiet
taw lill-Knisja u lill-familja kollha
tal-bnedmin 1-Evangelju specjali
tat-tbatija. Il-Feddej innifsu kien 1-
ewwel wiehed li kiteb dan 1-Evan-
gelju bil-passjoni i huwa garrab
ghall-imhabba taghna, biex il-bnie-
dem “ma jintilifx imma jkollu I-
hajja ta’ dejjem” (80). Din il-pas-
sjoni ta’ Kristu, flimkien mal-kel-
ma hajja tat-taghlim tieghu, saret
ghajn mimlija ghal dawk kollha li
kellhom sehem fit-tbatijiet tieghu,
kemm id-dixxipli u l-konfessuri ta’
l-ewwel zminijiet u kemm dawk
kolha li gew fiz-zminijiet ta’ wara.
Hi haga ta’ farag — haga mwet-
tqa mill-Evangelju u mill-istorja —
li qrib Kristu, quddiem nett u fl-
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oghla post, hemm dejjem Ommu bl-
ezempju tax-xhieda li bil-hajja
koliha taghha hi taghti ta’ dan I-
Evangelju tat-tbatija. Tant Kienu u
tant kbar kienu t-tbatijiet li gar-
rbet u tant kienu marbutin ma’
xulxin, li mhux biss wettqu s-shuhi-
ja tal-fidi taghha, imma wkoll ghe-
nu ghall-fidwa ta’ kulhadd. Fil-fatt,
sa mill-mument 1i fih kellimha I-
Anglu fis-skiet ta’ darha, hija bdiet
tara fil-missjoni taghha ta’ omm
“il-hidma 1i ghaliha kienet imgsej-
ha”, dik li tissieheb fil-missjoni ta’
Binha b’mod 1li hadd hliefha ma
kellu jissieheb. Dan gie mwettaq fi
zmien tassew qasir minn dak li
sehh f’'Betlem fit-twelid ta’ Gesli u
mit-thabbira solenni tax-xwejjah
Xmun, 1i tkellem, fuq is-sejf ta’ ni-



ket 1i kellu jinfditha galbha, u mill-
gtigh il-qalb u d-dwejjaq li garrbet
fil-harba lejn 1-Egittu, minhabba I-
hsieb kiefer ta’ Erodi.

Barra dan, wara dak kollu li ga-
ra tul il-hajja mohbija wu I-hajja
pubblika ta’ Binha — u f’dan kol-
lu zgur li kellha sehem kbir min-
habba s-sensibilitd kbira taghha —
it-tbatijiet tal-Vergni Marija lahqu
I-milja taghhom fuq il-Kalvarju,
tbatijiet 1i mohh il-bniedem bil-

ghu tahom kmandamenti morali,
li, biex iharsuhom, Kkien jinhtigil-
hom “jichdu lilhom infushom’ (82).
It-trig li twassal ghas-Saltna tas-
smewwiet hija “dejga”, u Kristu
juri i m’hijiex it-trig ‘“wiesgha u
spazjuza” li twassal “ghat-tel-
fien” (84). Kristu kien spiss ighid
lid-dixxipli u l-konfessuri tieghu li

- kienu se jgarrtbu hafna persekuz-

kemm jasal biex jimmaginahom,

imma tbatijiet li b’'mod misterjuz u
soprannaturali kienu ta’ gid ghas-
salvazzjoni ta’ kulhadd. It-tlugh
taghha fuq il-Kalvarju, ‘“il-qaghda”
taghha hdejn is-Salib flimkien
mad-dixxiplu I-mahbub kienu sura
ta’ tishib specjali fil-mewt ta’ Binha
ghall-fidwa taghna; u 1-kliem im-
baghad li semghet minn fomm Bin-
ha kienu gishom, ordni solenni gha-
liha biex thabbar lix-xirka kollha
ta’ dawk li jemmnu dan I-Evangel-
ju tassew singulari.

L-imgaddsa Vergni Marija, gha-
liex kienet hdejn is-Salib u kienet
gieghda thbati flimkien ma’ Binha,
tat kontribut liema bhalu ghal dan
l-Evangelju tat-tbatija, u ma’ Bin-
ha kitbet kemm-il pagina minau u
wettget f’hajjitha, minn gabel,
kliem San Pawl li semmejna fil-bi-
du ta’ din I-Ittra appostolika.
Marija, ghalhekk, ghandha raguni
tassew specjali biex tghid li qiegh-
da “ttemm f’gisimha — kif ga tem-
met f’qalbha — dak li jongos mit-
tbatijiet ta’ Kristu.”

Kristu qatt ma heba minn dawk
li kienu jisimghuh il-htiega tat-tba-
tija. Bid-dieher qal: “Jekk xi hadd
irid jigi warajja ghandu... jerfa’ sa-
libu kuljum” (81), u lid-dixxipli tie-
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zjonijiet, li — kif nafu — sehhu
mhux biss fl-ewwel zminijiet tal-
hajja tal-Knisja fl-imperu ta’ Ru-
ma, imma: sehhu wkoll tul iz-zZmi-
nijiet, f’hafna pajjizi, u ghadhom
isehhu fi Zmjienna wkoll. .

Dan hu xi kliem tal-Mulej fuq
din il-haga: “Jixhtu idejhom fuq-
kom u jippersegwitawkom, jaghtu-
kom, f’idejn il-mexxejja tas-sinago-
gi u jitfghukom il-habs, u jehdu-
kom quddiem slaten u gvernaturi
minhabba f’ismi. Dan ikun jiswiel-
kom, biex tistghu taghtu xhieda. U
zommu sewwa f’'mochhkom: to-
qgoghdux tahsbu minn gabel kif se
tiddefendu *© ruhkom, ghax jien
naghtikom Kkliem u gherf li kull
min ikun kontra taghkom ma jkunx
jista’ jigaflu jew imerih. U jittra-
dukom sahansitra Il-genituri tagh-
kom u hutkom u grabatkom u
hbiebkom, u-lil xi whud minnkem
jogtluhom, u kulhadd isir jobghod-
kom minhabba f’ismji, imma xagh-
ra wahda minn raskom ma tinte-
lifx. Jekk tibgghu shah sa l-ahhar
issalvaw hajjitkom” (84). 4
93 L-Evangelju tat-tbatija ghall-ew-
wel jitkellem f’hafna postijiet
dwar it-tbatija “ghal Kristu” u
“minhabba Kristu”, u dan bil-
kliem stess ta’ Gesit jew ta’ 1-Ap-
postli tieghu. L-Imghallem ma jah-
bix lid-dixxipli tieghu u ’l dawk li



jimxu warajh il-fatt li forsi jistghu
jbatu, anzi jghiduthom bid-dieher,
u jzid jurihom ukoll x’ghajnuna j
mis-sema se  jkollhem biex tgaws
wihom fost it-tigrib u l-persekuz-
zjonijiet  “minhabba l-isem ta’
Kristu”. Dawn it-tbatijiet b’med

singulari = juru wkoll xebh md’

Kristu u ghagda mieghu: “Jekk id: S kY
v tal-Evangelju ' tat-tbatija

dinja tobghodkom, kunu afu li lili
" baghdidni gabel ma  baghdet Iil-
kom... billi m’intomx  tad-dinja,
ghax jiena hrigtkom mid-dinja, id-
dinja tobghodkom:. .. il-qaddej mhu-
wiex akbar minn sidu.  Jekk ipper-
segwitaw lili, ghad jippersegwitaw :
litkkom, ukoll... Imma dan kolld
ghad jaghmluhulkom minhabba f’
ismi, ghax huma ma jagharfux lil
dak li baghatni” (85). ‘“Dawn il4
hwejjeg ghedthomlkom halli. bija
jkollkom, is-sliem, Fid-dinja ibatu
jkolikom, imma aghmlu I-galb; jie )
na rbaht id-dinja” (86).

~ Dan l-ewwel kapitlu tal-Evangel-
ju tat-tbatija, li jitkellem fuq il-per-
sekuzzjonijiet, jigifieri dwar it-tig-
rib: minhabba Kristu, fih kliem
specjali li jhegges ghall-kuragg u
 ghall-gawwa tal-galb u jitwettaq
bil-gawwa, ta’ l-ghageb tal-gaw-
mien mill-imwiet.  Kristu . f’kull
zmjen, jirbah id-dinja bil-oaawmien

. lha,

tieghu mill-imwiet, izda ghaliex il- -
gawmien mill-imwiet hu marbut

mal-passjoni u l-mewt tieghu,
Kristu jirbah id-dinja wko!l bit-
tbatijiet tieghu. Hekk hu. It-tbati-
ja, b’'mod singulari, hi mdahhla, £
dik ir-rebha tad-dinja li dehret fil-
gawmien mill-imwiet. Kristu rxoxt.
zamm f’gismu  s-sinjali  tal-pjagi
tas-Salib: f’idejh, f’sagajh u f’gen-
bu. Bil-gawmien tieghu mill-imwiet
wera bid-dieher il-qawwa rebbieha
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tat-tbatija u nissel f’dawk li gha-
zel bhala Appostli u f'dawk li bla
heda jaghzel u jibghat fid-dinja’
konvinzjoni shiha dwar din il-gaw-
wa, Ichldhpa I-Appostlu 'S, Pawl:
“Dawk 1i jridu jghixu hajja tajba fi
Kristu Gesi lkoll ighaddu mill- per-'
sekuzzjoni’ (87).

J6. Jekl I-ewwel kapitlu Kbir

jinkiteb
minn dawk 1i, tul iz-zminijiet, iba-
tu persekuzzjoni minhabba

Kristu, hekk wukoll, matul iz-Zmi-
nijiet , kapitlu iehor kbir ' jiktbuh
dawk kolltha li jbatu flimkien ma’
Kristu, huma u jghagqdu t-tbatijiet
taghhom majl-Passjoni ta’ Kristu li
salvatna. Fihom isehh dak li galu -
u kitbu l-ewwel xhieda tal-Passjoni
ta’ Kristu u' tal-gawmien tieghu'
mill-imwiet, dwar it-tishib fil-pas-
sieni ‘ta’ Kristu.. F'dawn !in2nies'
isehh . 1-Evangelju tat-tbatija’ u fl-:
istess hin kull wiehed minnhom b’
xi mod ikompli' jiktbu: jiktbu u
jhabbru lid-dinja, - ihabbru fejn
ighix u.jhabbru lin-nies ta’ zmienu.

Jidher c¢ar, tul iz-zZminijiet kol-
li. fit-tbatija hemm mohbija:
gawwa specjali 1i tghagaad bis-shih
il-bniedem - ma? Kristu: ‘u din' hi
grazzja specjali. < Hafna gaddisin,
bhal San Frangisk ta’ Assisi, San
Injazju ta’ Loyola u ohrajn jafu l-
konverzjoni taghhom, lil din @ il-
grazzja. L-effett ta’ din il-konver-:
zjoni mhuwiex: biss 1i ‘l-bniedem
jaghraf | X’inhu : t-tifsir tat-tbatija
ghas-salvazzijoni, izda' wkoll u fuq:
kollox, il-bniedem bl-istess’ thatija
jiggedded ghal kollox. Dan ghaliex:
ilkseb gisha dehra gdida tal-hajia li
jrid ighix u tas-sejha li jrid jilhagq.
Dan twettqu l-qawwa. ta’ l-ispirtu
li bih il-bniedem = jeghleb . il-gisem



b’mod tassew ta’ l-ghageb. Meta I-

gisem ikun marid sewwa u ghal

kollox bla sahha, u l-bniedem hu
bilkemm tajjeb biex ighix u jah-
dem, f’dak il-hin tidher tassew fl-
agqwa taghha l-qawwa tal-kobor ta’
l-ispirtu, li tqanqgal qalb dawk koll-
ha li huma f’sahhithom.

Dan il-kobor tar-ruh u din il-
qawwa spiritwali fit-tbatija jigu
minn konverzjoni specjali u minn
koperazzjoni mal-grazzja ta’
Kristu mgsallab. Kristu nnifsu jah-
dem sal-fond tat-tbatijiet tal-bnie-
dem permezz ta’ l-Ispirtu tieghu
tal-verita, permezz ta’ l-Ispirtu tal-
farag. Hu Kristu li, b’xi mod, ibid-
del l-istess natura tal-hajja tar-
ruh, meta juri lill-marid 1i hu qrib
tieghu. Hu, bhala Mghallem u
Mexxej tar-Ruh, ighallem ’l ahwa
li geghdin ibatu din il-bidla ta’ I-
ghageb li ssehh fil-qalba tal-miste-
ru tal-Fidwa. It-tbatija fiha nnifis-
ha hi t-tigrib tad-deni. Izda Kristu
fit-tbatija gieghed is-sisien tassew
scdi tal-gid 1i jibga’ ghal dejjem, ji-
gifieri 1-gid tas-salvazzjoni ta’ dej-
jem. Kristu bit-tbatijiet tieghu fuq
is-Salib, wasal sa l-eghruq tad-de-
ni, li huma d-dnub u l-mewt. Re-
bah lil dak li jaghmel id-deni, lix-
xitan, u t-tixwix tieghu bla heda
kontra 1-Hallieq ta’ kollox. Kristu
lil ahwa li geghdin ibatu fethilhom
u, bil-mod' il-mod, urihom ix-xefaq
tas-Saltna ta’ Alla, jigifieri d-dinja
hielsa mjid-dnub, id-dinja 1li ddur
lejn Alla, id-dinja 1i gieghda tin-
bena bil-mod il-mod fuq il-qawwa
li ssalva tal-imhabba. U Kristu,
bil-mod il-mod, imma b’mod zgur,
idahhal f’din id-dinja, f’din is-Sal-
tna tal-Missier, lil kull min gieghed
ibati, u jdahhlu, b’xi mod, mijll-
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| il-mifdijin kollha.

galba stess ta’ tbatijietu. It-tbatija
ma tistax tinbidel u ssir hag’ohra
bil-grazzja minn barra, imma minn
gewwa, fiha nfisha. Kristu bil-Pas-
sjoni tieghu 1li salvatna jinsab ’il
gewwa hafna fkull tbatija tal-
bniedem, u ghalhekk jista’ jahdem
fil-bniedem, minn gewwa bil-qgaw-
wa tal-Ispirtu tal-verita, tal-Ispirtu
tal-farag.

U dan mhuwiex bizzejjed. Il-
Feddej divin taghna jixtieq jidhol
fir-ruh ta’ kull min qieghed ibati
permezz tal-qalb ta’ Ommu Mari-
ja, l-ewwel wahda u l-oghla fost
Kristu gieghed
imut ried li gisu tkompli dik il-
hidma ta’ Omm li biha, bil-qawwa
tal-Ispirtu s-Santu, hu gie fid-din-
ja; ghalhekk lill-Imgaddsa Vergni
Marija, taha hidma gdida ta’ omm
— hidma spiritwali u universali —
li thaddan il-bnedmin kollha, hekk
li kulhadd, fil-mixja tieghu bil-fidi
f’din id-dinja, flimkien maghha,
jinghagad ma’ Kristu sa fuq is-Sa-
lib, u, bil-qawwa tas-Salib, jaghti
hajja gdida lit-tbatija, u minn
dghufija tal-bniedem jaghmilha
gawwa ta’ Alla. Dan mhux dejjem
isir bl-istess mod. Spiss dan jibda
u jimxi ’l quddiem, b’diffikulta kbi-
ra. L-istess bidu tieghu qatt ma
hu l-istess: ghaliex l-imgieba tal-
bniedem, fit-tbatija mhijiex l-istess
f’kulhadd. Izda nistghu nghidu,
gabel xejn, li kull bniedem jidhol
ghat-tbatija bi protesta tal-istess
natura tieghu ta’ bniedem li hu,
huwa u jistagsi: ghaliex qieghed
inbati? Kulhadd jistagsi xi tfisser
it-tbatija u jistenna twegiba i
tghodd ghall-qaghda tieghu ta’
bniedem 1i hu. U I-mistogsija zgur

jaghmilha wkoll lil Alla, lil Kristu.



Barra dan il-bniedem, jifhem ukoll
li ’l dak li gieghed jistaqsih, huwa
wkoll garrab it-tbatija, uw ghalhekk
jistenna 1li t-twegiba jaghtihielu
mis-Salib, mill-qalba ta’ tbatijietu.
Izda xi kull tant, ikun hemm bzonn
taz-zmien, u zmien twil ukoll, ga-
bel ma wiehed jibda jintebah f’qal-
bu bit-twegiba li gieghda tinghata-
Iu. Kristu ghal din il-mistogsija
tal-bniedem, dwar it-tbatija, qatt
ma jwiegeb direttament u b’mod
astratt. Il-bniedem, jir¢ievi t-twegi-
ba li ssalvah, huwa u jissieheb bil-
mod il-mod fil-Passjoni ta’ Kristu.

It-twegiba 1i tinghata permgzz
ta’ dan it-tishib ma’ Kristu fil-Pas-
sjoni tieghu, b’laggha fir-ruh ma’ I-
Imghallem, mhijiex biss twegiba
astratta ghall-mistogsija xi tfisser
it-tbatija. It-twegiba ta’ Kristu hi
gabel xejn stedina. Hi sejha. Kristu
jfisser- x’inhi t-tbatija, mhux billi
igisha fiha nfisha, magtugha mill-
hajja, imma qabel xejn ighid: “Ej-
ja warajjal” Ejja! Bi tbatijietek is-
sieheb f'din il-hidma ghas-salvaz-
zjoni tad-dinja, li ssehh bil-Passjo-
ni tieghi, bis-Salib tieghi. Meta I-
bniedem jerfa’ salibu, u jinghaqad
spiritwalment mas-Salib ta’ Kristu,
hu jaghralf it-tifsir tat-tbatija ghas-
salvazzjoni. Il-bniedem ma jiksibx
dan it-tifsir ghax hu bniedem, im-
ma jiksbu fil-Passjoni ta’ Kristu.
Izda, fl-istess wagqt, din it-tifsira
tat-thbatija ghas-salvazzjoni, mill-
qaghda ta’ Kristu fi tbatijietu
tehaddi ghall-gaghda tal-bniedem
fit-tbatijiet tieghu u ssir, b’xi mod,
it-twegiba personali tieghu ghat-
thatija.
thatija jikseb il-paci f1r ruh u hena
plrltwah

27. Fuq dan il-hena I-A[ppostlu
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Imbaghad il-bniedem fit-

jitkellem fl-ittra tieghu  lill-Kolos-
sin: “Jiena issa nifrah bit-tbatijiet
tieghi minhabba fikom” (88). Ghajn
ta’ hena ssir ir-rebha fuq il-fehma
li t-tbatija ma ghandha ebda siwi,
fehma li xi kull tant ghandha egh-
ruq fil-fond sewwa tat-tbatija tal-
bniedem, Din il-fehma mhux biss
tifni l-bniedem, imma twasslu
wkoll biex ikun piz ghall-ohrajn.
Il-bniedem, ihoss li jkollu jitlob I-
ghajnuna minghand haddiehor ha
jdur bih, u, fl-istess hin, ihoss li ma
jiswa xejn, ghalih innifsu. Meta
wiehed jaghraf xi tfisser it-tbatija
ghas-salvazzjoni, u. jilgaghda flim-
kien ma’ Kristu, jasal biex iwarrab
din il-fehma hekk ta’ dwejjaq. II-
fidi fit-tishib fil-Passjoni ta’ Kristu
twassal lill-bniedem, biex ikun zgur
f’galbu li bit-tbatijiet tieghu huwa
“gieghed itemm dak li hu nieges
mit-tbatijiet ta’ Kristu”; u minn
dan jasal biex jaghraf i, fid-di-
mensjoni spiritwali tal-opra tal-
fidwa, gieghed ikun ta’ qadi ghas-
salvazzjoni ta’ hutu kif ried Kristu.
Tkun, mhux biss ghalhekk ta’ gid
ghall-ohrajn, izda wkoll, u aktar,
ikun jaqdi dmir 1i ma hemmx iehor
bhalu. Fil-Gisem ta’ Kristu, li bla
heda jikber bis-Salib tal-Feddej, hi
t-tbatija li hi minnha nfisha stess
mehtiega ghas-salvazzjoni tad-din-

.ja bil-qawwa tas-sagrificcju - ta’

Kristu, 1i hu I-medjatur m’hemmx
iehor floku u l-awtur tal-gid. Hi t-
tbatija, aktar minn kull haga ohra,
li tiftah it-triq ghall-grazzja, 1
tbiddel qlub il-bnedmin. Hi t-tba-
tija l-aktar li ddahhal fil-grajja tal-
bniedem, il-gawwa tal-Fidwa. ' Fil-
glieda kontra s-setghat ta’ l-ajru,
li fughom titkellem I-ittra lill-Efe-
sin® (89) -it-tbatijiet tal-bniedem



flimkien mal-Passjoni ta’ Kristu li
ssalvana, huma ta’ ghajnuna speé-
jali ghas-setghat it-tajba u jifthu t-
trig ghar-rebha ta’ dawn is-set-
ghat ta’ salvazzjoni.

I1-Knisja ghalhekk, fl-ahwa ta’
Kristu li geghdin ibatu, ghandha
gisu aspett ta’ hafna Suriet tal-
gawwa divina taghha. Spiss ir-ra-
ghajja tal-Knisja jirrikorru ghand-
hom u jitolbuhom, ghajnuna u ap-
pogg. L-Evangelju tat-tbatija bla
heda jinkiteb u bla heda jitkellem
bi kliem 1i jfisser haga tassew ta’
l-ghageb ghalkemm, hi hafna kontra
I-fehmga, tal-kotra 1-kbira tan-nies;
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l-eghjun ta’ din il-qawwa divina, jo-
horgu proprju minn din id-dghufija
tal-bniedem. Dawk li jissiehbu fit-
thatijiet ta’ Kristu jghozzu fi tba-
tijiethom, bic¢ca zghira izda spec-
jali hafna tat-tezor bla gies tal-fid-
wa tad-dinja, u jistghu jghaddu lill-
ohrajn dan it-tezor. Aktar ma I-
bniedem;, hu mhedded mijid-dnub,
aktar ma joktru l-istrutturi tad-
dnub, li fihom tinsab id-dinja tal-
lum, aktar ghandha tifsir it-tbatija
tal-bniedem. U aktar il-Knisja
thoss il-htiega 1i tfittex 1li tuza
t-tbatijiet tal-bniedem, ghas-salvaz-
zjoni tad-dinja.

IS-SAMARITAN IT-TAJJEB

2? Taghmel parti wkoll, tal-Evan-
gelju tat-tbatija, u taghmlu b'mod
xieraq, il-parabbola tas-Samaritan
it-tajjeb. B’din il-parabbola Gesi
jwiegeb ghall-mistogsija li saritlu:
“Il-proxxmu tieghi min hu?” (90).
Dan ghaliex mijt-tlieta min-nies li
kienu ghaddejjin mit-triq li tiehu
minn Gerusalem, ghal Geriko, fejn
kien jinsab mixhut nofsu haj ir-ra-
gel 1i gie mnezza’ u mbiccer mill-
hallelin, is-Samaritan wera ruhu
verament proxxmu ta’ dak l-imsej-
ken: il-kelma ‘“proxxmu” tfisser
ukoll dak li hares il-kmandament
tal-imhabba tal-proxxmu. Zewgt ir-
giel ohra ghaddew minn dik it-triq,
l-ewwel sacerdot u mbaghad levi-
ta, u t-tnejn rawh u bagghu sej-
rin. Imma s-Samaritan, “rah u
thassru, resaq lejh, dewwielu I-
griehi... u rabathomlu”, u mbaghad
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“wasslu f'lukanda u ha hsiebu”
(91). U meta telag gabbad lil tal-
lukanda biex jiehu hsieb lil dak il-
batut u weghdu li jroddlu jekk
jonfoq xi haga izjed.

Il-parabbola tas-Samaritan it-taj-
jeb taghmel parti mill-Evangelju
tat-tbatija, ghaliex turina Kif kull
wiehed minna ghandu jghin lill-
proxxmu tieghu meta jkun ibati.
Ma nistghux “nibgghu sejrin” min-
ghajr ma jimpurtana xejn minn
ghajrna, imma ghandna “nieqfu”
hdejh. Is-Samaritan it-tajjeb- hu
kul] bniedem li jieqaf ma’ bniedem
iehor fi thatijietu, huma x’inhuma.
U tieaaf ma’ min gieghed ibati ma
tfissirx kurzita barra minn lokha,
imma qalb dejjem lesta biex tghin.
Hi qisha l-wiri ta’ dak li hemm
mohbi fil{fond tal-galb, u tfisser
wkoll dak| li wiehed ikun ihoss. Is-



Samaritan, it-tajjeb. hu kull bnie-
dem i jhoss ghat-tbatijiet ta’ hadd
iehor, hu bniedem 1i “jhenn” ghat-
tigrib tal-proxxmu. Jekk Kristu, li
kien jaghraf x’hemm fil-fond tal-
galb tal-bniedem, jurina dak i
hemm fil-fond tal-qalb tal-bnie-
dem, dan ifisser 1i dak li hemm, fil-
galb tal-bniedem, ghandu s-siwi
tieghu fl-imgieba taghna quddiem
it-tbatijiet ta’ l-ohrajn. Ghandna
ghalhekk miehdu hsieb dak li nhos-
su fil-fond ta’ qalbna, ghaliex bih
nuryu hniena kollha mhabba ghal
min gieghed ibati. Xi drabi tkun
biss b’din il-hniena kollha mhabba
li nkunu mistghu nuru l-imhabba u
solidarjeta taghna ma’ min huwa
mgarrab. ,
Izda s-Samaritan tal-parabbola
li qalilna, Gestt ma hassx biss ghal
dak 1i gie misrug u mpiccer mijll-
hallelin u gietu hniena minnu:
dak li hass ghalih gieghelu jagh-
mel dak li ghamillu biex ighinu. Fl-
ahhar mill-ahhar dan is-Samartian
huwa dak Ii jghin lil min hu mgar-
rab mit-thatija hi x’inhi t-tbatija, u
l-ghajnuna 1i jaghti hi ghajnuna,
kemm jista’ jkun, li tiswa. Jaghti
l-ghajnuna b’qalbu kollha u ma
jongosx ukoll li jaghti ghajnuna
materjali. Nistghu ghalhekk nghi-
du li jaghti lilu nnifsu, jaghti 1I-
‘“jien” tieghu, u jiftah il-“jien” tie-
ghu ghal haddiehor. Hawn gegh-
din nitkellmu fuq dak Ili hu l-aqg-
wa haga fl-antropologija nisranija.
Il-bniedem: ma jistax isib b’mod
shih lilu nnifsu jekk ma jaghtix li-
lu nnifsu, bil-galb kollha bhala don
lill-ohrajn (92). Is-Samaritan it-taj-
jeb hu dak il-bniedem li jasal biex
jaghmel dan id-don tieghu nnifsu.
29. Meta ngisu din il-parabbola
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tal-Evangelju, naslu, biex nifhmu li
t-tbatija li tinsab f’tant suriet fil-
bniedem, tinsab fih ukoll biex tqan-
qal fih l-imhabba, jigifieri ggieghe-
lu jaghnti lilu nnifsu ghall-bnedmin
l-ohra mgarrbin mit-tbatija, min-
ghajr ma jogghod iqis il-kumdita-
jiet tieghu. Id-dinja tat-tbatija tal-
bniedem, b’xi mod titlob bla heda
dinja ohra, dik ta’ l-imhabba tal-
bniedem; b’xi mod it-tbatija hi r-
raguni ghaliex il-bniedem jinsa hti-
gijietu, u jitgangal ghall-imhabba
ta’ ghajru b’qalbu u b’eghmjlu. Ma
jiswiex 1li bniedem, li hu “prox-
xmu”’, jibga’ ghaddej meta jara
haddiehor ibati, u dan f’gieh is-so-
lidarjeta li ghandu jkun hemm bejn
bniedem u iehor; wisq ingas imba-
ghad ma jiswiex li ghandu jibga’
ghaddej f’gieh l-imhabba li ghan-
du jkollu ghal ghajru. Ghandu
“jieqaf”, ghandu “jhoss ghalih”,
ghandu jgib ruhu bhas-Samaritan
tal-parabbola tal-Evangelju. Il-pa-
rabbola fiha nfisha turi verita tas-
sew nisranija 1i fl-ahhar mill-ahhar
hija wkoll verita tal-bniedem f’kull
imkien. Mhux ta’ b’xejn li kull ma
jsir ghal min hu batut u jehtieg 1-
ghajnuna, in-nies ighidulu eghmil
tas-Samaritan it-tajjeb.

Din il-hidma tul iz-zminijiet giet
organizzata bhala istituzzjoni, u hi
gasam, ta’ xoghol ghal kull profes-
sjoni li ghandha x’tagsam maghha.
Kemm, hi hidma tas-Samaritan it-
tajjeb il-professjoni tat-tobba u ta’
l-infermjieri u tal-professjonijiet I-
ohra bhalhom! Minhabba Il-ispirtu
tal-Evangelju 1i nsibu f’din il-hid-
ma, inhossu li ghandna ngisuha
aktar bhala vokazzjoni milli bhala
professjoni biss. L-istituzzjonijiet
li tul iz-zminijiet ghamlu l-hidma



tas-“Samaritan it-tajjeb”, fi zmjien-
na zdiedu u saru specjalizzati. Dan
juri bla dubju ta’ xejn li fi zmien-
na n-nies geghdin jaghtu kaz tat-
tbatijiet ta’ ghajrhom b’attenzjoni
akbar u aktar fil-fond, u qeghdin
jippruvaw jifhmuhom ahjar u dej-
jem, aktar jahsbulhom minn qgabel.
Il-bniedem illum, f’dan, il-qasam tat-
tbatija tal-bniedem, dejjem aktar
gieghed ikun specjalista fl-gharfien
u l-kura tat-tbatijiet tan-nies. Me-
ta nqisu dan kollu, nistghu nghidu
li ‘I-parabbola tas-Samaritan it-taj-
jeb saret wahda mill-partijiet l-ak-
tar’ importanti tal-kultura morali u
ta¢-¢ivilta universali tal-bniedem.
Meta ngibu quddiem ghainejna lil
dawk kollha li, bl-gherf u l-hila
taghhomy, ighinu b’tant ‘u tant modi
lill-proxxmu taghhom, li ¢ieghed
ibati , ma nistghux ma nfahhru-
homz  w nuruhom il-hajr kollu
taghna, Dan it-tithir u radd il-hajr
irridu ' naghtuh lil dawk kotlha li,
minghajr ma jaghtu kaz kemm se
jiswielhom, iduru  Dbil-proxxmu
taghhom, li gieghed ibati, billi minn
rajhem joffru lilhom infushom
biex ighinuh bhalma ghamel is-Sa-
maritan it-tajjeb -u jaghtu I1-hin
taghhom, kollu u sahhithom, kollha
ghalih, barra l-hin ukoll mitlub
mill-professjoni taghhom. Din is-
sura ta’ hidma volontarja tas-Sa-
maritan it-tajjeb, din il-hidma ta’
mhabba, nistghu nqisuha bhala hid-
ma socjali, imma nistghu nsejhulha
wkoll appostolat, meta ssir bi
spirtu kollu kemm, huwa evangeli-
ku, aktar u aktar meta ssir b’rab-
ta mal-Knisja jew ma’ xi komuni-
ta ohra nisranija. Il-hidma voclon-
tarja tas-‘“‘Samaritan it-tajjeb’ is-
sehh illumy permezz ta’ ambjenti
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adatti u ta’ istituzzjonijiet imwaq-
gfin ghal dan il-ghan. Ghandha im-
portanza kbira I-hidma i ssir b’dan
il-mod, aktar u aktar meta titlob 1-
ghajnuna u l-uzu ta’ mezzi tekniéi.
U mhijiex ingas ghaziza l-hidma in-
dividwali l-aktar dik ta’ nies li
jkunu aktar imhejjijin ghaliha,
f’kull sura ta’ tbatija tal-bniedem,
meta din it-tbatija tista’ biss tittaf-
fa, b’ghajnuna individwali u perso-
nali. U fl-ahharnett l-ghajnuna, fi
hdan il-familja tfisser kemm egh-
mil ta’ mhabba lejn il-proxxmu li
wiehed juri ma’ grabatu u kemm 1=
ghajnuna tal-qraba lil xulxin.

Mhijiex haga hafifa li ssemmi s-
suriet kollha u tghid liema huma I-
ogsma kollha tal-hidma tas-“Sa-
maritan it-tajjeb”, li nsibu fil-Kni-
sja u fis-socjeta tal-bnedmin. Irri-
du nammettu li huma hafna, u
wiehed ghandu juri l-ferh tieghu
ghax bihom, il-valuri morali ewle-
nin, bhalma  huma s-solidarjeta
bejn il-bnedmin u l-imhabba nisra-
nija tal-proxxmu, jidhru bhala I-qa-
fas li fuqu tissawwar il-hajja soc¢-
jali tal-bnedmjin u r-relazzjonijiet
bejniethom, waqt li s-suriet kollha
tal-mibgheda, tal-vjolenza, tai-kef-
rija, tad-disprezz ta’ l-ohrajn, jew
ukoll in-nuggas biss ta’ interess f’
ghajrek u fi thatijietu, id-dinja tis-
tmerrhom,

F’din, il-haga ghandha importan-
za, kbira ledukazzjoni li tinghata.
Il-familja, I-iskola u l-istituzzjoni-
jiet l-ohra kollha ta’ l-edukazzjoni,
ukoll minhabba ragunijiet natura-
li biss, ghandhom ma jiegfu  gatt
ihabirku biex irawmu f’kulhadd u
jsahhu bla heda dak is-sentiment

_ta’ tjieba u moghdrija ghall-prox-

xmu li gieghed ibati, 1i tieghu hu



xbieha s-Samaritan it-tajjeb tal-
Evangelju. Dan ghandha taghmiu
I-Knisja wkoll u ghandha taghmliu
ghal dawk ir-ragunijiet i Kristu
jsemmji fil-parabbola u fkollu
kemm hu 1-Evangelju, hija u tagh-
rafthom dejjem aktar fil-fond, kemm
tista’. Il-qawwa tal-parabbola tas-
Samaritan it-tajjeb u tal-Evangel-
ju kollu hija din: jehtieg 1i 1-bnie-
dem, ihoss li hu nnifsu hu msejjah
biex minn quddiem nett jaghti
xhieda ta’ mhabba fit-tbatija. L-is-
tituzzjonijiet huma importanti u
mehtiega hafna; izda ebda istituz-

zjoni fiha nfisha ma tista’ tiehu I--

post tal-qalb tal-bniedem u tal-
moghdrija tal-bniedem ghat-tbatija
ta’ haddiehor. Dan nghiduh ghat-
tbatijiet tal-gisem, imma ghandna
nghiduh wisq aktar ghat-tbatijiet
morali u l-aktar meta r-ruh stess
tkun gqieghda, tbati.

30. Tl-parabbola tas-Samaritan it-
tajjeb, kif ghidna, hi parti mill-
Evangelju tat-tbatija, u flimkien
ma’ dan 1-Evangelju niltagghu
maghha tul il-grajja kollha tal-
Knisja u tat-twemmin nisrani, u tul
il-grajja tal-bniedem u ta’ kuil gens
ta’ bnedmin. Tixhdilna Ii dak 1i ga-
lilna' Kristu dwar it-tifsir tat-tha-
tija ghags-salvazzjoni taghna, bl-
ebda mod ma jfiSser li quddiem it-
thatija nibgghu passivi u ma nagh-
mlu xejn. Anzi ghandna nghidu
proprju I-maglub ta’ dan. L-Evan-
gelju, quddiem it-tbatija,  jurina
proprju li ma ghandniex nibgghu
passivi u ma naghmlu xejn. F’din
il-haga Kristu stess jurina dan:
quddiem it-tbatija kien attiv hafna.
Huwa b’dan il-mod geda l-missjoni
tieghu ta’ Messija, skond il-kliem
tal-profeta: “L-Ispirtu tal-Mulej

fuji, ghax hu ikkonsagrani biex in-
wassal il-bxara t-tajba lill-fgajrin.
Baghatni nxandar il-helsien lill-im-
jassrin, u d-dawl mill-gdid 1ill-
ghomja, irodd il-helsien lill-mahqu-
rin u nxandar sena tal-grazzja tal-

" Mulej” (93). Kristu temim dan il-
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programm mesSsjaniku tieghu b’ .
reqqa liema bhalha: ghadda “jagh-
mel il-gid” (94) u 1-gid L ghamel
jidher l-aktar fil-fejgan tal-morda.
Il-parabbola tas-Samaritan it-tajjeb
tagbel perfettament ma’ I-imgieba
kollha ta’ Kristu.

Fl-ahharnett din il-parabbola,
minhabba dak li fuqu titkellem, in-
sibuha f'dak il-kliem tal-Gudizzju
li ghandu jhassibna hafna, kliem 1
San Mattew isemmih fl-Evangelju
tieghiu: = “Ejjew, imberkin = minn
Missieri, hudu b'wirt taghkom is-
saltna li thejjiet ghalikom sa mill-
holgien tad-dinja. Ghaliex jien kont
bil-guh u tmajtuni, kont bil-ghatx
u sqejtuni, kont barrani u lgajtuni,
kont gheri u libbistuni, kent marid
u gejtu tarawni, kont il-habs u gej-
tu zzuruni” (95). U lill-gusti L jis-
tagsuh meta ghamlulu dan, Iben il-
bniedem = iwegibhom: . ‘“Tassew
nghiditkom kull ma ghamiitu ma’
wiehed mill-izghar fost dawn huti,
ghamiltuh mieghi® (96). Is-senten-
za l-ofira, il-maqlub ta’ din, hi ghal
dawk li l-imgieba taghhom kienet
mod iehor: “Dak '1i ma ghamiltux
ma’ wiehed minn dawn ‘iz-zghar,
angas mieghi ma ghamiltah’ (97).

Nistghu ntawlu l-lista tat-tbati-
jiet i jganglu s-sentimenti tal-bned-
min, u l-moghdrija taghhom u jwas-
sluhom biex ighinuhom, jew: ma
jwassluhom, ghal xejn minn dan. L-
ewwel u t-tieni parti tal-kliem ta’
Kristu fil-Gudizzju ta’ l-ahhar juru,




bla ebda tlaglig kemm hi importan-
ti ghall-hajja ta’ dejjem ta’ kull
bniedem, li wiehed “jieqaf” Kkif
ghamel  is-Samaritan it-tajjeb,
hdejn il-proxxmu li gieghed ibati,
“jaghdru” u jghinu. Fil-programm
messjaniku  ta’ Kristu, li huwa
wkoll il-programm tas-Saltna ta’
Alla, il-mard jinsab fid-dinja biex
igangal l-imhabba fina, biex iwas-
salna ha naghmlu eghmejjel ta’
mhabba ma’ ghajrna, biex inbiddlu
¢-¢ivilta tal-bnedmjin f“‘¢ivilta ta’
mhabba”. Permezz ta’ din l-im-
habba ssehh it-tifsira shiha tat-
thatija ghas-salvazzjoni taghna u

tilhaq il-qofol kollu taghha. Kliem -

Kristu fil-Gudizzju ta’ l-ahhar
ighinna nifhmu dan il-kliem sem-
plici u c¢ar tal-Evangelju. Dan il-
kliem, dwar l-imhabba, dwar l-egh-
mejjel ta’ mhabba, eghmejjel ta’
mhabba ma’ mjin qieghed ibati, ju-
runa u jergghu juruna li fil-fond

VI.

31. Din hi t-tifsira tat-tbatija, li
hi verament soprannaturali, imma
fl-istess hin ukoll naturali ghall-
bniedem. Hi soprannaturali ghaliex
ghandha l-eghruq taghha fil-miste-
ru tas-salvazzjoni tad-dinja, imma
hi wkoll naturali = ghall-bniedem
ghaliex fit-tbatija 1-bniedem isib li-
lu nnifsu, in-natura tieghu ta’ bnie-
dem li hu, id-dinjita tieghu, il-mis-
sjoni tieghu.

It-tbatija hija zgur parti mill-mi-
steru tal-bniedem. Forsi t-tbatija
ma tidholx f’dan il-misteru, li hu
misteru gholi hafna biex jiftiehem,
dagskemm, il-bniedem hu mdahhal
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tat-tbatijiet kollha tal-bniedem,
hemm it-tbatijiet ta’ Kristu li sal-
vawna. Kristu jghid: “Ghamiltuh
mieghi”. Hu jkun mahbub f’kull
bniedem, li nuruh imhabba; lilu
nkunu, nghinu, meta nghinu lil kull
min qieghed ibati, minghajr ma
naghmlu ghazia bejn bniedem u
iehor. Hu jinsab f’kull min qieghed
ibati, ghaliex it-tbatijiet tieghu li
salvawna, xterdu, darba ghal dej-
jem, f’kull tbatija tal-bniedem.
Dawk koltha li jbatu, darba ghal
dejjem gew imsejha biex jissiehbu
fit-“tbatijiet ta’ Kristu”. U fl-istess
mod huma msejhin biex bit-tbati-
jiet taghhom “itemmu dak li huwa
nieges mill-passjoni ta’ Kristu”
(98). Fl-istess hin Kristu jghallem
lill-bnedmin sew li jaghmlu l-gid bi
tbatijiethom, u sew li jaghmlu 1-gid
lil min gieghed ibati. Dawn iz-zewg
fehmiet juruna b’mod shih xi tfis-
ser it-tbatija.

EGHLUQ

fih. I1-Kon¢ilju Vatikan II ixandar
din il-verita: “fil-fatt il-misteru tal-
bniedem jiddawwal tassew bil-mis-
teru biss tal-Iben ta’ Alla maghmul
bniedem,... ghax Kristu, Adam il-
gdid, meta juri I-misteru tal-Missier
u ta’ l-imhabba tieghu, juri wkoll,
kollu kemm hu, il-bniedem lill-
bniedem innifsu v jurih ukoll is-sej-
ha l-aktar gholja tieghu’ (100). Jekk
dan il-kliem nehduh ghal dak kollu
li ghandu x’jagsam, mal-misteru
tal-bniedem, zgur li ghandna neh-
duh b’'mod specjali ghal dak 1
ghandu x’jagsam mat-thatija tal-

‘bniedem. F’din il-haga huwa ghal



kollox mehtieg li “turi I-bniedem
lill-bniedeny innifsu u turih ukoll is-
sejha l-aktar gholja tieghu.” Dan
ghaliex, kif turina l-esperjenza, din
il-haga tista’ tkun tassew iebsa u
tqila. Izda meta dan isehh u jdaw-
wal il-hajja tal-bniedem, jaghmil-
ha tassew hienja: “Bi Kristu u fi
Kristu jiddawwal il-mjisteru tat-
thatija u tal-mewt” (101).

Qeghdin intemmu dawn il-hsibi-
jiet fuq it-tbatija f'din is-sena li fi-
ha 1-Knisja b’Gublew Straordinar-
ju gieghda tfakkar l-anniversarju
tal-Fidwa taghna.

Il-misteru tal-fidwa tal-bniedem
ghandu Il-eghruq tieghu b’mod
specjali fit-tbatija, u t-tbatija min-
naha I-ohra ghandha relazzjoni
tassew kbira ma’ dan il-mjsteru.

Nittamaw 1i din is-sena tal-fid-
wa nghixuha f’rabta liema bhalha
ma’ dawk kollha 1i geghdin ibatu.
Jehtieg ghalhekk 1i jingabru taht
is-Salib ta’ Kristu, bil-hsieb u bix-
xewqa taghhom, dawk- kollha li
geghdin ibatu u jemmnu fi Kristu,
u l-aktar dawk li geghdin ibatu
minhabba 1-fidi taghhom, fi Kristu
mgsallab u rxoxt, biex l-offerta tat-
tbatijiet taghhom thaffef il-jum, li
fih issehh dak 1i talab is-Salvatur
stess li lkoll ikunu haga wahda fih
(102). Jingabru taht is-Salib ukoll
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il-bnedmin kollha ta’ rieda tajba
ghax fuq is-Salib hemm, ““il-Feddej
tal-bniedem”’, il-bniedem, tat-tbati-
ja li tghabba bit-tbatijiet tar-ruh u
tal-gisemy tal-bnedmjin Kkollha ta’
kull Zmjien biex fl-imhabba jsibu t-
tifsira 1i ssalva ta’ tbatijiethom u
twegiba zgura ghall-mistogsijiet
kollha li jaghmu.

Flimkien ma’ Marija Omm, Kristu
li kienet hdejn is-Salib (103), nieq-
fu ahna wkoll hdejn is-slaleb tan-
nies kollha ta’ zmenijietna. Nitolbu
lill-gaddisin. kollha, 1i tul iz-zmini-
jiet b’'mod specjali ssiehbu fit-tba-
tijiet ta’ Kristu. Nitolbuhom jieg-
fu maghna.

U intom, ilkell li intom imgarrbin
bit-tbatijiet kbar, nitolbukom tieq-
fu maghna. Nitolbu lilkom, li in-
tom morda, biex tkunu sura ta’
ghajn ta’ qawwa ghall-Knisja u
ghall-bnedmin kollha. Fil-glieda
tal-biza’ bejn it-tajjeb u l-hazin, li
gieghda ssehh fi zmjenna, jalla t-
tbatija taghkom, marbuta mas-Sa-
lib ta’ Kristu, tikseb ir-rebha.

Lilkom ilkoll, huti u wliedi mah-
buba, naghtikom il-barka apposto-
lika tieghi.

Ruma, minn San Pietru, illum 11
ta’ Frar, nhar it-tifkira tal-Vergni
Marija ta’ Lourdes, tas-sena 1984,
fis-sitt sena tal-Pontifikat.



EXS

10.

11.

12.

13.

15.

16.
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th 0o o

Kol 1,24.

ibid.

Rum 8,22.

Ara mnn. 14.2821, 22 AAS 71
(1979), 284s,304,320,323.

Kif garrab Hezekija (ara Is 38,1-3).
Dak 1li beza’ minnu Hagar (Gen
15-16), dak li Gakob haseb 1i se
jigrilu (ara Gen 37,33-35), dak li
garrab David (ara 2 Sam 19,1).
Dak li bezghet minnu Anna, omm
Tobija (ara Tob 10,1-7); ara wkoll
Ger 6,26; Gham 8,10; Zak 12,10.
Il-prova ta’ Abraham (ara Gen
15,2), ta’ Rakel (ara.Gen 30,1), jew
ta’ Anna, omm Samwel (ara I Sam
1,6-10).

Hekk kien in-iket tat-turufnati £’
Babel (ara Salm 137(136).
Garrbu v.g. is-salmista (ara salm
22(21),17.21) u Geremija (ara Ger

18,18).

Din kienet il-prova ta’ Gob (ara
Gob 19,18; 30, 1,9), ta’ xi kittieba
tas-salmi (ara Salm 22(21), 7-9;
42(41),12; 44(43),16-17; ta’ Gere-
mija (ara Ger 20,7), tal-Qaddej ta’
Jahweh (ara Is 53,3).

Kellhom igarrbuh mill-gdid xi kit-
tieba tas-salmi ‘' (ara Salm 22(21),

2-3; 31(30),13; 38(37),12; :88(87),

9.19; Geremija (ara Ger 15,17) u
1-Qaddej ta’ Jahweh (ara Is 53,3).
Tas-Salmista (ara Salm 51(50),5),
tax-xhieda tat-tbatijiet tal-Qaddej
ta’ Jahweh (ara Is 53,3-6), tal-pro-
feta Zakkarija (ara Zak 12,20,14).
Dan hassu sewwa s-salmista (ara
Salm 73(72),3-14) u Qohelet (ara
Qoh 4,1-3).

Dan garrbu Gob (ara Gob 10,19),
xi Kittieba tas-salmi (ara Salm
41(40),10; 55(54),13-15); Geremija
(ara Ger 20,10), u fuq dan-it-tig-
rib haseb bin Sirak (ara Sir 37,
1-6).

Barra l-hafna siltiet tal-Lamentaz-
zjonijiet, ara t-tnehid tal-kittieba
tas-salmi (ara Salm 44(43),10-17;
77(76)3,11; 89(88)51) u tal-profeti
(ara Is 22,4; Ger 4,8; 13,17; 14,17-
18; Ezek 9,8; 21,11-12); ara wkoll
it-talbiet ta’ Azarija (ara Dan
3,31-40) u ta’ Danjel (Dan 9,16-19).
Ara Is 38,13; Ger 23,9; Salm
31(30), 10-11; Salm 42(41),10-11.
Ara Salm 73(72),21; Gob 16,13;
Lam. 3,13.
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19.
20.

21,

22.

23.

24.
25.
26.
27
28.
30.
31.

32.

a0

9o,
34.
39.
36.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.

46.
47.
48.
49.

Ara Lam 2,11.

Ara Is 16,11; Ger 4,19; Gob 30,27;
Lam 1,20.

Ara I Sam 1,6; Ger 4,19; 8,18; Lam
1,20.22; Salm 38(37), 9.11.

Dwar dan, tajjeb niftakru 1l 1-
gherq 7 ta’ 1-Ebrajk ifisser ‘il-ha-
sen kollu kemm hu u kull fejn hu,
kull ma hu kontra t-tajjeb (iob),
minghajr ebda ghazla bejn
deni fiziku, psikologiku u morali.
L-gherq insibuh finnom ra® u
f'ra‘a 1li jfissru kemm id-deni fih
innifsu, kemm eghmil hazin, u
kemm il-bniedem li jaghmiu. Bha-
la verb, barra l-ewwel forma
(gal) 1i tfisser “‘tkun hazin” b’'mod
jew iehor, hemm ‘il-forma passiva-
wriflessiva (niphal) 1i tiisser “ig-
garrab - id-deni”, = “tkun  milqut
mid-deni”, u Iforma kawsativa
(hphil) “taghmel il-hazin,” “tagh-
mel id-deni” lil xi hadd. Billi 1-
Ebrajk ma ghandux kelma li taq-
bel mal-Grieg pascho = thati, dan
il-verb ftit miltaqghu mieghu fil-
verzjoni tas-LXX.

Dan 3,27-28ss; ara Salm 17(18),10;
36(37),7; 48(47),12; 51(50),6
99(98).,4; 119(118), 75; Mal 3,16-21;
Mt 20,16;. Mk 10,31; La 17,34; Gw
5,30 Rum 2.2.

Gob 4.8. .

Gob 1,9-11,

2 Mak 6,12,

Gw  3,16.

Gob 19,25-26.

Gw’ 1,29.

Gen 3,19.

Gw 3.16.

Atti 10,38.

Ara Mt 5,3-11.

Ara Lqg 6,21.

Mk 10,33-34.

Ara Mt 16,23.

Mt 26,52,54.

Gw 18,11.

Gw 3,16.

Gal 2,20.

Is 53,2-6.

Ara Gw 1,29,

Is 53,7-9.

Ara I Kor 1,18.

Mt 26.39.
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EZORTAZZJONI APPOSTOLIKA
LIR-RELIGJUZI KOLLHA
DWAR IL-KONSAGRAZZJONI TAGHHOM
FID-DAWL TAL-MISTERU TAL-FIDWA

Eghziez huti fi Kristu!
I — TISLIMA

1. Fid-don tal-Fidwa, li deher f’dawl spe¢jali f’dis-sena tal-Gublew
straordinarju, hemm stedina specjali ghall-konverzjoni u ghar-rikon-
Ciljazzjoni ma’ Alla fi Kristu Gesu. I¢celebrajna dan il-Gublew min-
habba fatt storiku: ridna nfakkru l-elf disa’ mija u hamsin sena tal-
grajja tas-Salib u tal-Qawmien ta’ Kristu mill-imwiet. Imma hemm
raguni ohra li ma tidhirx izda 1i hi marbuta sewwa mal-kobor tal-
misteru tal-Fidwa: minn dan il-misteru twieldet il-Knisja, u minnu
tikseb il-hajja tul grajjietha koliha. Iz-zmien tal-Gublew straordinar-
ju ghandu karattru specjali. L-istedina ghall-konverzjoni u ghar-rikon-
c¢iljazzjoni ma’ Alla tfisser li ghandna nahsbu u nimmeditaw aktar fil-
fond u b’aktar ghagal fug hajjitna u fuqg is-sejha taghna bhala nsara,
fid-dawl tal-misteru tal-Fidwa, biex il-hajja u s-sejha taghna dejjem
aktar, minn jum ghall-iehor, inizzlu l-eghruq taghhom f’dan il-misteru.

Din l-istedina 1i tolgot 1il kull min hu fil-Knisja, b’mod specjali
tolgot lilkom ir-religjuzi, irgiel u nisa, ghaliex intom ikkonsagrajtu
ruhkom lil Alia permezz tal-voti tal-kunsill evangeli¢i, u ghalhekk
qgeghdin thabirku biex tghixu l-hajja nisranija f'milja specjali taghha.
Is-sejha specjali taghkom u l-hajja keollha taghkom fil-Knisja u fid-
dinja jiksbu s-sura taghhom u l-gawwa spiritwali taghhom mill-kRobor
tal-misteru tal-Fidwa. Intom u mexjin wara Kristu mit-trig “id-dejga”,"
thossu b’mod tassew specjali kemm tassew il-Mulej “il-fidwa ghandu
bil-kotra’’.?

2. Ghalhekk, issa li s-Sena Mgaddsa gieghda toqrob lejn it-tmiem
taghha, nixtieq inkellem lilkom ir-religjuzi kollha, nisa w rgiel, sew
jekk intom moghtijin ghall-hajja kollha kemm hi ta’ kontemplazzjoni
u sew jekk intom medhijin f’hafna hidmiet ta’ l-appostolat. Dan ga
ghamiltu f’hafna postijiet u f’hafna okkazjonijiet, jiena u nwettaq u
nkompli nsahifiah it-taghlim tal-Evangelju li nsibu fit-tradizzjoni kol-
lha tal-Knisja, u l-aktar fil-Magisteru tal-ahhar Koncilju, mill-kosti-
tuzzjoni dommatika “Lumen gentium” sad-digriet “Perfectae charita-
tis”, fid-dawl ta’ dak li hemm fl-ezortazzjoni appostolika tal-Papa
Pawlu VI, li tibda bil-kelmiet “Evangelica testificatio”. Il-Kodici tal-
ligi tal-Knisja li ghadu kemm beda jorbot, u li b’xi mod nistghu nqi-
suh bhala l-ahhar dokument tal-Konc¢ilju, jaghti lilkom ilkoll ghaj-
nuna mill-ahjar u jmexxikom b’mod Zgur, ghax jurikom liema huma
verament dawk il-mezzi li tehtiegu biex tagdu bir-reqga kolitha u bil-
galb kollha s-sejha taghkom fi hdan il-Knisja.

Insellem, bl-imhabba ta’ isqof ta’ Ruma u ta’ sucécessur ta’ San
Pietru ghall-hidma taghkom, lilkom li ghandkom il-komunitajiet tagh-
kom marbutin b’miod hekk singulari mieghi bhala isqof ta’ Ruma u
successur ta’ San Pietru. Minn din il-knisja ta’ Ruma jasal ghandkom,
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dejjem jidwi, lehen San Pawl: “gharrastkom lil gharus wiehed, bhal-
likieku kontu xebba safja biex inressagkom quddiem Kristu”.® Il-
Knisja, li, wara 1-Appostli, irceviet it-tezor tal-eghrusija ma’ 1-Gharus
divin, thares b’imhabba liema bhalha lejn dawk l-ulied kollha taghha,
irgiel u nisa, li, bil-professjoni tal-kunsilli evangelici, permezz tal-med-
jazzjoni taghha, dahlu f’patt mill-agwa mal-Feddej tad-dinja. Ilgghu
mela din il-kelma tas-Sena tal-Gublew tal-Fidwa, bhala kelma ta’
mhabba li 1-Knisja gieghda tghidilkom. Ilgghuha, tinsabu fejn tinsa-
bu; fil-klawsura tal-komunitajiet kontemplattivi jew fil-hidmiet ta’
kull sura Ii ghalihom tidhlu fil-qadi tal-appostolat taghkom: fil-missjo-
nijiet, fil-hidma pastorali, fl-isptarijiet u f'postijiet ohra, fejn tagdu
bl-imhabba lil min gieghed ibati, fl-istituti ta’ I-edukazzjoni, fl-iskejjel
u fl-universitajiet m fl-ahharnett fid-djar kollha taghkom fejn “tinsabu
migburin” u thossu li “l-Mulej jinsab f’nofskom”.*

Il-kliem kollu mhabba tal-Knisja 1i gieghed inwasslilkom f’dan il-
Gublew tal-Fidwa, ha jtennilkom dak il-kliem kollu mhabba 1i Kristu
stess qal lil kull wiehed u wahda minnkom meta, b’mod misterjuz,
galilkom: “Ejja, imxi warajja”,* kliem li kien il-bidu tas-sejha taghkom
fil-Knisja.

Il, — IL-VOKAZZJONI
“Gesu xehet fuqu harsa ta’ mhabba”

3. “Gesu xehet fuqu karsa ta’ mhabba”,® u qallu: “Jekk trid tkun
- perfett, mur bigh il-gid li ghandek, aghtih lili-fogra u jkollok tezor fis-
sema, imbaghad ejja w imxi warajja”’.” Ghalkemm nafu li dan il-kliem
li Gesu qal lil wiehed zaghzugh ghani ma giex milqugh, madankollu
dak li fih dan il-kliem jisthoqqlu li nahsbu fuqu bil-ghagal kollu; dan
ghaliex dan il-kliem ta’ Gesu jurina X’inhi I-vokazzjoni fiha nfisha.
“Gest xehet fugu harsa ta’ mhabba...” Din hi l-imhabba tal-Feddej,
hierga mill-kobor kollu tal-Fidwa tal-Bniedem-Alla. Fiha tidher [-im-
habba ta’ dejjem ta’ Alla I-Missier 1i “hekk habb id-dinja 1i ta lil Ibnu
l-wahdieni biex kull min jemmen fih ikollu l-hajja ta’ dejjem”.* L-Iben,
imgangal minn din l-imhabba, accetta l-missjoni 1i fdalu 1-Missier fl-
Ispirtu s-Santu, u sar il-Feddej tad-dinja. L-Appostli ta’ Kristu jit-
kellmu fuq dan il-prezz tal-Fidwa b’hegga ta’ qalb liema bhalha: ...
kontu mifdija... mhux b’xi haga li tintemm bhalma hi 1-fidda jew id-
deheb, imma bid-demm ghaziz ta’ Kristu, 1i kien bhal haruf bla htija
u bla tebgha...”, kif kiteb San Pietru.® U San Pawl ighid: “Bil-gholi
kontu mixtrijal’'®
Is-sejha ghall-mixi fit-trig tal-kunsilli evangeli¢i ghandha l-bidu
taghha meta r-ruh tiltaga’ ma’ l-imhabba ta’ Kristu, 1i hi mhabba 1i
tifdi. Kristu jsejjah permezz ta’ din l-imhabba 1i tifdi. Fil-vokazzjoni
din il-laggha ma’ l-imhabba ta’ Kristu hi haga kollha kemm hi per-
sonali. Meta Kristu ‘“xehet fugkom harsa ta’ mhabba” u sejhilkom,
gheziez religjuzi, irgiel u nisa, l-imhabba tieghu ta’ fidwa kienet ghal
persuna determinata m kellha sura t@’> mhabba ta’ eghrusija, jigifieri
kienet imhabba ta’ ghazla. Imhabba bhal din thaddan il-persuna 1i tkun
kollha kemm hi, fir-ruh u 1-gisem, hi X’inhi, ragel jew mara, u thaddan-
ha fil-“jien” taghha, il-“jien” 1i ma hu ta’ hadd aktar hlief taghha.
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Kristu 1i minn dejjem ta lilu nnifsu lill-Missier, “jaghti” lilu hnifsu
lilna fil-misteru tal-Fidwa, u hu stess isejjah lill-bniedem biex hu wkoll
jaghti lilu nnifsu ghal xi ministeru specjali fl-opra tal-Fidwa, billi jin-
ghaqad ma’ xi komunita, maghrufa u approvata mill-Knisja. U ma’
din is-sejha zgur jagbel kliem San Pawl li jghid: “Ma tafux li gisim-
kom hu tempju ta’ I-Ispirtu s-Santu... ma tafux li intom m’intomx
taghkom infuskom? Bil-gholi kontu mixtrijal”!!

Hekk hu. L-imhabba ta’ Kristu lahget lil kull wiehed u wahda
minnkom, eghziez huti, bl-istess “prezz” tal-Fidwa. U hekk gharaftu
li mintomx aktar “taghkom infuskom’ imma tieghu, ta’ Kristu. Dan
l-gharfien gdid gej mill-“harsa ta’ mhabba” 1li Kristu xehet fughom,
fil-fond ta’ galbhom, U intom mortu wara Dak li xehet harstu fugkom,
u ghaziltu lil Dak li ghazilkom minn gabel u sejhilkom bil-qawwa bla
gies tal-imhabba tieghu li tifdi. Meta sejhilkom “b’isimkom” is-sejha
taghkom kienet stedina maghmula lil bniedem hieles, stedina lil-li-
berta tal-bniedem. Kristu qal: “Jekk trid...” Dan juri li t-twegiba ghal
din is-sejha kienet tiddependi mill-ghazla hielsa taghkom. Meta gbadtu
t-trig 1i hu wriekom, ghaziltu lil Gesu Nazzarenu, il-Feddej tad-dinja.

“Jekk trid tkun perfett....”

4. Din it-triq tissejjah it-triq tal-perfezzjoni. Kristu, hu u jitkel-
lem maz-zaghzugh, gallu: “Jekk trid tkun perfett...”’; mela l-ideja ta’
“trig tal-perfezzjoni” hija ideja biblika, tinsab fl-Iskrittura. Imbaghad,
ma nisimghux fid-diskors li I-Mulej ghamel fuq il-gholja: “Kunu mela
perfetti bhalma hu perfett Missierkom 1i hu fis-smewwiet’’?'*

Is-sejha tal-bniedem ghall-perfezzjoni, b’xi med gharfuha n-nies
tal-gedem li kienu medhijin jahsbu fuq id-dinja madwarhom jew ighal-
Imu kif wiehed ghandu jghix sewwa; u gharfuha mbaghad ukoll nies
ohra tul iz-zminijiet kollha tal-grajja tal-bniedem. Izda fis-sejha li nsi-
bu fl-Iskrittura hemm nota tassew singulari: din is-sejha ghall-perfez-
zjoni mill-bniedem titlob haga tassew kbira; titolbu li jkun jixbah lil
Alla.'* Minhabba dan, din is-sejha tagbel ghal kollox ma’ dak li hi fiha
nfisha r-Rivelazzjoni, li tghidilna li I-bniedem kien mahlug sura xbicha
ta’ Alla. Mela wiehed ghandu jfittex dik il-perfezzjoni li tkun tagbel
ma’ din is-sura xbieha ta’ Alla. Hu ghalhekk li San Pawl fl-ittra lill-
Efesin Kkiteb: “Kunu mela tixbhu lil' Alla, bhala wlied mahbuba u im-
xu fl-imhabba bhalma Kristu wkoll habb lilna u ta lilu nnifsu gha-
lina, offerta u sagrific¢ju jfuhu quddiem Alla”.'t

Mela l-istedina ghall-perfezzjoni hi parti essenzjali tal-vokazzjoni
nisranija. Fid-dawl ta’ din il-vokazzjoni nisranija ghandna nifhmu 1-
kliem 1i Gesu qal liz-zaghzugh tal-Evangelju: dan il-kliem hu marbut
b’'mod specjali mal-misteru tal-Fidwa tal-bniedem fid-dinja. Il-Fidwa
taghti lura lil Alla holgien imhassar mid-dnub, hi u turi x’inhi l-perfez-
zjoni li, skond il-hsieb u I-fehma t’Alla, ghandu jkollu 1-holgien kollu u,
b’'mod specjali, il-bniedem. Jehtieg li fug kollox il-bniedem jaghti lilu
nnifsu u jerga’ jinghata lil Alla jekk irid jerga’ jinghata lLilu nnifsu
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kollu kemm hu. Ghalhekk l-istedina ta’ dejjem: “Erga’ lura lejja, ghax
jiena fdejtek”.'s Kliem Kristu: “Jekk trid tkun perfett, mur bigh il-gid
li ‘ghandek, aghtih lill-fogra” Zgur iwassalna fil-qasam tal-fagar tal-
kunsilli evangeli¢i, 1i hu parti essenzjali tas-sejha u tal-professjoni
religjuza. ‘ i

Fl-istess hin dan il-kliem wiehed jista’ jifhmu b’'mod aktar wies-
gha u, b’xi mod, essenzjali wkoll. L-Imghallem ta’ Nazaret, huwa
u jkellem liz-zaghzugh, stiednu jichad is-sura ta’ hajja li kien gieghed
ighix, sura ta’ hajja ii fiha l-agwa hu 1i hi wiehed ikollu xi haga;
stiednu biex flok din is-sura ta’ hajja jaccetta sura ohra ta’ hajja li
tqis bhala l-qofol taghha s-siwi tal-persuna tal-bniedem: jigifieri 1-
persuna kif inhi fiha nfisha, bit-“traxxendenza” li hi proprja taghha.

Jekk nifhmu kliem Kristu b’dan il-mod, ikun ghalina gisu sfond
tassew wiesgha li fuqu jiddi l-ideal tal-fagar evangeliku, u l-aktar ta’
dak il-fagar li, bhala kunsill evangeliku, hu haga essenzjali ghaz-zwieg
mistiku taghkom ma’ 1-Gharus divin tal-Knisja. Jekk nifhmu kliem -
Kristu fid-dawl tal-prin¢ipju li jiswa aktar 1i “tkun’” minn li ‘‘jkollok”
l-aktar meta dan' nifhmuh f’sens materjali-u utilitarju, naslu ghall-

pedament fil-bniedem tal-vokazzjoni skond l-EVangelju. Meta ngisu 1- .

progress tac-civilta llum, u nagharfu dan, dan ikun jiswa hafna ghal
Zminijietna.  Ghalhekk l-istess sejha ghat-“triq tal-perfezzjoni” kif
jaghmilha Kristu, tiswa hafna ghal zminijietna. I-bniedem 1i jghix
fic-civilta tal-lum, l-aktar fi¢-civilta tal-infiq bla razan, fi¢-civilta kon-
sumistika, meta b’soghba: jintebah kemm gieghed jongoslu 1-‘‘jien’’ tie-
ghu — u dan minhabba l-kotra ta’ kull sura li ‘“‘ghandu”
lest 1li jaccetta aktar' malajr il-verita ta’ din is-sejha 'li: tul
iz-zmenijiet kollha thabbret fl-Evangelju. Iva, il-vekazzjoni li' intom,
huti eghziez, ilqajtu meta gbadtu t-triq tal-perfezzjoni religjuza, tasal
sa l-eghruq- tan-natura tal-bniedem, sal-fond tad-destin tieghu f’din
id-dinja. ' L-istat ta’ perfezzjoni evangelika lilkom ma. jga¢catkomx
minn dawn l-eghruq. Anzi permezz ta’ dan 1-istat ta’ perfezzjoni tis-
sahhu aktar f’dak li bih il-bniedem hu bniedem, tissahfiu aktar fin-
natura taghkom ta’ bnedmin, ghaliex fdin in-natura, i hib’tant suriet
imtaqgla mid-dnub, intom titfghu l-hmira tal-misteru tal-Fidwa tal-
Bniedem-Alla. ey

“Ikollok tezor fis-sema”

5. Tl-vokazzjoni ghandha maghha twegiba ghall-mistogsija: Ghal-
fejn thun bniedem? Kif thun bniedem? Din it-twegiba taghti sura gdida
lill-hajja u turi t-tifsir shih taghha. U dan it-tifsir johrog minn dak il-
hsieb 1i nsibu fl-Evangelju u li jmur kontra l-fehma tal-kotra tan-
nies, li min irid isalva hajtu jitlifha, u min jitlef hajtu ghal Kristu u
ghall-Evangelju jsalvaha, kif insibu miktub fl-Evangelju ta’'S. Mark.®

Meta nqisu dan il-kliem, jidher tassew c¢ar kliem Kristu: “Mur,
bigh il-gid li ghandek, aghtih lill-foqra u jkollok tezor fis-sema, u
mbaghad ejja, imxi warajja”.’” Hemm rabta liema bhalha bejn il-kel-
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ma “Mur” u l-kliem ta’ wara: “Ejja, imxi warajja’. Nistghu nghidu 1i
dawn l-ahhar kelmiet juru x’inhu I-qofol tal-vokazzjoni: ghax il-vo-
kazzjoni hi li timxi wara Kristu (sequere me bil-Latin, u minn hawn
il-frazi sequela Christi). 1l-kliem: “Mur... bigh... aghti...”, li jigu qa-
bel is-sejha: “Ejja, imxi warajja”’, juru xinhu mehtieg li jsir biex is-
sehh il-viokazzjoni. Madankollu dawn il-kondizzjonijiet mhumiex xi
haga li “ma ghandhomx X’jagsmu’ mal-vokazzjoni, imma huma “par-
ti minnha”. Dan ghaliex il-bniedem jikseb fehma gdida tan-natura tie-
ghu ta’ bniedem li hu, mhux biss biex “imur” wara Gesl, imma wkoll
“ghaliex” imur wara Gesu. Meta ‘“jbigh dak li ghandu” u “jaghtih
lill-foqra”, ikun qieghed juri li dik il-kotra ta’ gid li kellu ma kienx
xi tezor 1li jorbot galbu mieghu; it-tezor tieghu hu f’qalbu, hu li min-
" ghand Kristu kiseb is-setgha i “jinghata” lill-ohrajn billi jaghti lilu
nnifsu kollu kemm hu. Ghani hu mhux min ‘“ghandu” imma min
“jaghti”’, min ghandu l-hila li jaghti.

U hawn il-paradoss tal-Evangelju jikseb tifsir specjali. Isir prog-
ramm ta’ kif “jien’’: “jien” fqir, skond it-tifsira moghtija mill-Imghal-
lem ta’ Nazaret lill-““jien”, ifisser l-istess bhallikieku jien il-gid inqas-
smu ta’ bniedem li jien; ifisser dags li kieku sibt “it-tezor”. U dan it-
tezor ma jintemm qatt, ghax ighaddi mal-bniedem fil-hajja ta’ dejjem;
hu parti mill-“eskatologija divina” tal-bniedem, jigifieri b’dan it-tezor
il-bniedem jikseb f’Alla xorti li ma tintemm gatt, u ma tinbidel gatt.
Kristu qal: “Ikollok tezor fis-sema’”. Dan fit-tezor hu mhux biss “prem-
ju”’, wara l-mewt, ta’ kull ma wiehed ikun ghamel fuq l-ezempju tal-
Imghallem divin, imma hu fuq kollox it-imiem eskatologiku, jigifieri
fl-ahhar taz-zminijiet int ittemm il-gid Rollu ta’ eghmilek fuq din l-art,
gid 1i kien mohbi fit-“tezor” tal-fond ta’ qalbek. Kristu stess, fid-dis-
kors tieghu fuq il-muntanja,'® kien heggeg li nahznu tezori fis-sema,
u zied ighid li “fejn hemm it-tezor tieghek, hemm tinsab galbek’.!®
Dan il-kliem, ifisser in-natura eskatologika tal-vokazzjoni nisranija, u
aktar u aktar ifisser in-natura eskatologika tal-vokazzjoni ghall-egh-
rusija spiritwali ma’ Kristu permezz tal-harsien tal-kunsilli evangeli¢i.

L-istruttura ta’ din il-vokazzjoni, kif narawha fil-kliem 1i ntqal
liz-zaghzugh skond 1-Evangelji sinottici,>® tidher bil-mod il-mod dej-
jem, aktar cara ghalina, aktar ma nagharfu x’inhu t-tezor li ghandna
ahna l-bnedmin bhala bnedmin fid-dawl ta’ dak it-“‘tezor” li l1-bniedem
“ghandu fis-sema’””. F’dan id-dawl it-tezor li ghandi bhala bniedem
li jien, hu l-istess bhallikieku jiena ‘‘jien”, jiena u naghti lili nnifsi.
F’vokazzjoni bhal din, il-persuna li ghaliha wiehed jaghti lilu nnifsu
hi [-persuna hajja ta’ Gesw Kristu. Is-sejha biex wiehed jibda miexi
fit-triq tal-perfezzjoni tiehu s-sura taghha minn Kristu u ghal Kristu
fl-Ispirtu s-Santu, u, lil nies dejjem godda, irgiel u nisa, f’kull Zmien ta’
hajjithom, imma l-aktar f’zoghzithom, “tghallimhom” kull ma Kristu
“gal”,** u b’'mod specjali kull ma Kristu “gal’ liz-zaghzugh li stagsih:
“Mghallem x’tajjeb ghandi naghmel biex nikseb il-hajja ta’ dejjem?’’**
Permezz tat-twegiba li Kristu jaghti lil min fuqu “xehet harsa ta’ mhab-
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ba”, il-hmira qawwija tal-misteru tal-Fidwa tidhol fil-qalb, fil-kuxjen-
za u fir-rieda ta’ dak li jkun u li gieghed ifittex bis-sincerita u l-verita.

B’dan il-mod is-sejha biex wiehed jibda miexi fit-trig tal-kKunsilli
evangelici, dejjem tigi minghand Alla: “Mhux intom ghaziltu lili, im-
ma jien ghazill lilkom u htartkom biex tmorru u taghmlu l-frott u
I-frott taghkom jibga’.”’** Il-vokazzjoni li biha l-bniedem jaghraf x’inhi
fil-milja taghha 1-ligi evangelika 1i twasslek biex taghti lilek innifsek
u li tinsab minquxa fl-istess natura tal-bniedem, hija fiha nfisha don!
Hija don li fih innifsu hu mimli b’dak kollu li hu l-aktar gholi fl-Evan-
gelju, don li fih jiddi l-kobor tal-misteru tal-Fidwa tad-dinja mill-
Bniedem-Alla: “Hawn gieghidha l-imhabba: mhux ghax ahna habbej-
na lil Alla, imma ghax habbna hu u baghat lil Tbhnu biex ikun ta’ tpat-
tija ghal dnubietna”.?* ;

I1I — KONSAGRAZZJONI

Il-professjoni religjuza hi “espressjoni aktar perfetta” tal-konsag-
razzjoni lil Alla li ssehh fil-Maghmudija.

7. Tl-vokazzjoni wasslitkom ghall-perfezzjoni religjuza, li biha in-
tom gejtu konsagrati lil Alla permezz tal-ministeru tal-Knisja u hekk
sirtu membri tal-familja religjuza-taghkom. Hu ghalhekk li I-Knisja
gabel kollox tgiskom nies “ikkonsagrati”: konsagrati lil Alla f’Gesw
Kristu biex tkunu tieghu biss. Din il-konsagrazzjoni turi x’inhu 1-post
taghkom fil-komunita kollha tal-Knisja, tal-Poplu ta’ Alla. Fl-istess
hin din il-konsagrazzjoni taghkom hi ghajn spec¢jali ta’ qawwa spi-
ritwali u soprannaturali ghall-missjoni universali tal-Poplu ta’ Alla:
hi sura specjali ta’ hajja ta’ xhieda u ta’ appostolat, fil-harsien bil-
fedelta kollha, tal-missjoni specjali, ta’ l-identitd u tal-wirt spiritwali
tal-Istituti partikulari taghkom. Il-missjoni wniversali tal-Poplu ta’
Alla ghandha l-eghruqg taghha fil-missjoni messjanika ta’ Kristu stess,
il-Profeta, il-Qassis, u s-Sultan; missjoni 1i fiha kulhadd, b'mod jew
iehor, ghandu sehem. Il-mod Kkif jissiehbu f’din il-missjoni dawk li
huma ‘“ikkonsagrati” lil Alla, hu I-mod kif huma jaghmlu l-eghruq
taghhom fi Kristu. Kemm huma gawwija u kemm huma fil-fond 1-
eghruq taghkom fi Kristu turih il-professjoni religjuza taghkom:.

Il-professjoni religjuza tohlog rabta gdida tal-bniedem ma’ Alla
Wiehed fi tliet Persuni, fi Kristu. Din ir-rabta timbena fuq il-peda-
ment ta’ dik ir-rabta ma’ Alla li sehhet fina fil-bidu bis-Sagrament
tal-Maghmudija, 11-professjoni religjuza “ghandha l-eghruq taghha fil-
konsagrazzjoni li ssehh fil-Maghmudija, u tfissirha ahjar”.?* B’dan il-
mod, il-professjoni religjuza, meta ssir, tkun kionsagrazzjoni gdida: hi
konsagrazzjoni u offerta tal-bniedem lil Alla, mahbub ’il fug minn
kollox. L-impenn 1i tidhlu ghalih bil-voti taghkom, li tharsu l-kunsilli
evangelici tas-safa, tal-fagar u tal-obbedjenza skond ir-regolamenti
proprji tal-familja religjuza ta’ kull wiehed u wahda minnkom, kif hu-
ma mfissrin fil-Kostituzzjonijiet taghkom, ifisser li intom ikkonsag-
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rajtu ruhkom lil Alla kollkom kemm intom. Fl-istess hin dan l-im-
penn huwa l-mezz li bih twettqu din il-konsagrazzjoni taghkom. Minn
din il-konsagrazzjoni tiehu s-sura proprja taghha x-xhieda li jaghtu
dawk li huma ikkonsagrati lil Alla u jiehu s-sura wkoll l-appostolat
li jaghmlu. Izda 1-bidu ta’ din il-konsagrazzjoni li intom taghmlu minn
rajkom u b’fehma shiha, u [-offerta taghkom infuskom lil Alla biex
tkunu tieghu biss, li tigi minnha, ghandna nfittxuh fil-Maghmudija,
li hi s-sagrament li jdahhalna fil-misteru ta’ 1-Ghid, u i hi l1-qofol u
¢-centru tal-Fidwa 1i kisbilna Kristu.

Ghalhekk, jekk irridu naraw fid-dawl kollu taghha skond il-ve-
rita X’inhi 1-professjoni religjuza, tajjeb 1i niftakru fil-kliem kollu heg-
ga li kiteb San Pawl fl-Ittra lir-Rumani: “Ma tafux li ahna li tgham-
midna fi Kristu, tghammidna fil-mewt tieghu? Indfinna mieghu fil-
mewt permezz tal-Maghmudija sabiex kif Kristu ...... hekk ahna
nghixu hajja gdida”;*° “il-bniedem qadim taghna ssallab ...... sabiex
~ma nkunux aktar ilsiera tad-dnub”;** “hekk ukoll intom ghandkom
tqisu lilkom infuskom mejtin ghad-dnub, izda hajja ghal Alla fi Kristu
Gesu”.*®

Il-professjoni religjuza — bil-qawwa tas-sagrament tal-Maghmu-
dija li fih ghandha l-eghruq taghha — hija “dfin mill-gdid fil-mewt
ta’ Kristu” hija dfin gdid ghaliex hi ghazla maghmula b’fehma shiha,
ghaliex gejja mill-imhabba u l-vokazzjoni, ghaliex hija ‘“konverzjoni’’
dejjem sejra.’ Dan “id-dfin fil-mewt” iwassal biex il-bniedem ‘‘midfun
ma’ Kristu”, bhal Kristu, ighix haejja gdida. Fi Kristu msallab ghand-
hom fl-ahhar mill-ahhar is-sisien taghhom kemm il-konsagrazzjoni li
ssehh fil-Maghmudija u kemm il-professjoni tal-kunsilli evangeli¢i, li
skond il-Kon¢ilju Vatikan 11, “hi konsagrazzjoni specjali”’. Hi mewt u
helsien. Ighid San Pawl: “Qiesu lilkom infuskom mejtin ghad-dnub”;
izda fl-istess hin din il-mewt isejhilha “helsien mill-jasar tad-dnub”.
Izda l-konsagrazzjoni religjuza, mibnija fuq il-pedament tas-sagra-
ment tal-Maghmudija, hi fuq kollox hajja gdida “ghal Alla fi Kristu
Gesu’’. ;

U hekk, flimkien mal-professjoni tal-kunsilli evangelici, b’mod ak-
tar matur u b’fehma aktar shiha, ninzghu l-bniedem il-qadim u bl-is-
tess mod nilbsu l-bniedem il-gdid “mahluq skond Alla fil-gustizzja u
l-qdusija gejja mill-veritd”’, biex mill-gdid nuzaw il-kliem ta’ l-ittra
lill-Efesin.*® A

*

Il-patt ta’ l-imhabba ta’ l-eghrusija

8. Ghathekk, eghziez huti, intom, ilkoll li fil-Knisja kollha qeghdin
tghixu 1-patt li sehh bil-professjoni tal-kunsilli evangelici, f'din is-Sena
Mqaddsa tal-Fidwa, gharfu mill-gdid li intom imsehbin bil-mod specjali
taghkom fil-mewt tal-Feddej fuq is-Salib; bil-gawwa ta’ dan it-tishib
intom qomtu ma’ Kristu u bla heda mieghu tqumu biex tghixu hajja
gdida. Tl-Mulej ikellem, lil kull wiehed u wahda minnkom, kif darba

———
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tkellem permezz tal-profeta Isaija:
“La tibzax, ghax jiena fdejtek,
sejjahtlek b’ismek:
inti tieghi”’.*

L-istedina tal-Evangelju: “Jekk trid tkun perfett...... ejja imxi
warajja’”’! tmexxina bid-dawl tal-kliem ta’ 1-Imghallem divin. Mill-
milja tal-Fidwa tigi s-sejha ta’ Kristu u minn din il-milja tasal fil-qgalb
tal-bniedem; bil-qawwa tal-grazzja tal-Fidwa din is-sejha ta’ salvaz-
zjoni, fil-qalb dak li jkun imsejjah, tilbes is-sura tal-professjoni tal-
kunsilli evangelici. Hi f'din is-sura ta’ professjoni li tinsab it-twegiba
li intom taghtu ghas-sejha tal-imhabba li tifdi — twegiba kollha mhab-
ba: imhabba ta’ offerta tieghek innifsek, li hi l-qofol tal-konsagraz-
zjoni, jigifieri tal-konsagrazzjoni tieghek innifsek.

Kliem il-profeta Isaija: “Jiena fdejtek ...... inti tieghi”, jidher li
jwettaq din 1-imhabba, li hi mhabba ta’ konsagrazzjoni shiha lil Alla
u lil Alla biss.

B’dan il-mod issehh rabta specjali ta’ mhabba ta’ eghrusija i bla
heda fiha jinstema’ mtenni l1-kliem tal-profeta Isaija ghal Israel, li Alla
ghazel biex ‘“‘ikun il-poplu tieghu”.”® Dan ghaliex f’kull persuna ikkon-
sagrata lil Alla issir 1-ghazla ta’ “Israel” tal-Patt il-gdid u ghal dejjem.
Il-poplu Messjaniku kollu, jigifieri 1-Knisja universali tinghazel f’kull
bniedem li Alla jaghzel ghalih minn hdan dan il-poplu, f’kull bniedem
— u nerga’ ntennih — li jikkonsagra lilu nnifsu ghal kulhadd lil Alla
biex ikun ta’ Alla biss. Hadd, l-angas il-bniedem l-aktar gaddis, ma
jista’ jghid ghalih kliem Kristu: “Jien minhabba fihom nikkonsagra
lili nnifsi”,** meta nqgisu l-qawwa li ghandu dan il-kliem ghall-Fidwa;
izda, kull bniedem bil-fidi tieghu, jista’ jqis dan il-kliem ighodd ghalih,
jekk joffri lilu nnifsu lil Alla biex ikun ta’ Alla biss.

Mhux ghal dan iheggigna kliem 1-Appostlu San Pawl li nsibu fl-
ittra tieghu lir-Rumani, li spiss intennu u spiss nimmeditaw fughom:

haj, qaddis, joghgob lil Alla: il-kult spiritwali taghkem’’?** F’'dan il-
kliem gqisu jinstema’ mtenni mill-boghod il-kliem 1i Dak li huwa u
dienel fid-dinja ha jkun bniedem bhalna, qal lill-Missier; “Gisem int
hejjejt ghalija ... Hawn jien gejt biex naghmel ir-rieda tieghek, o
Alla”.” F’dan iz-zmien specjali tas-Sena Mgaddsa tal-Fidwa, tajjeb li
niftakru fil-misteru tal-gisem u r-run ta’ Kristu bhala dak li minnu
gejja kollha kemm hi l-imhabba ta’ l-eghrusija u tal-fidwa: mhabba ta’
eghrusija ghax imhabba ta’ fidwa. Imganqal mill-imhabba Kristu offra
lilu nnifsu, uw mmexxi mill-imhabba ta gismu ‘“ghad-dnub tad-dinja’.
Intom u tidhlu fil-fond tal-misteru tal-fidwa permezz tal-konsagraz-
zjoni taghkom bil-voti religjuzi, intom bl-imhabba li waslitkem li tagh-
tu lilkom infuskom kollkom kemm intom, tridu timtlew f’ruhkom u
gisimkom b’dak l-ispirtu ta’ sagrificcju li ghalih iheggigkom 1-Appos-
tlu San Pawl bil-kliem li ghadna kemm semmejna: “Offru gisimkom
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b’sagrificcju haj”.*¢ B’dan il-mod fil-professjoni religjuza naraw xebh
ma’ dik l-imhabba 1i fil-Qalb ta’ Kristu hi mhabba li fl-istess hin tifdi
u tgharras ukoll. Din l-imhabba, f’kull wiehed u wahda minnkom, ghe-
ziez huti, jehtieg tigi mill-bidu stess ta’ dik il-konsagrazzjoni specjali
taghkom li ghandha l-pedament taghha fis-sagrament tal-Maghmudija
u li hi I-bidu tal-hajja gdida taghkom fi Kristu u fil-Knisja: hi 1-bidu ta’
holgien gdid.

Jalla kull wiehed w wahda minnkom jaghraf dejjem aktar, flim-
kien ma’ din l-imhabba, il-ferh li jigi milli tkunu ta@® Alla biss, milli tku-
nu l-wirt specjali tat-Trinita gaddisa, il-Missier, u 1-Iben u l-Ispirtu
s-Santu. Tennu xi kull tant il-kliem ispirat minn Alla tas-salmista:

BeRet e aive,
“Lil min ghandi fis-sema hliefek?
Bik mieghi fuq l-art xejn ma jonqosni.
Qeghdin jinfnew gismi u qgalbi:
Alla l-gawwa ta’ galbi w sehmj ghal dejjem”.*

Lot R S e T |

Jew dan il-kliem:

“Jien ghidt lill-Mulej: Int Sidi;

M’ghandix gid iehor hliefek......

Mulej, int is-sehem tal-wirt u tar-rizq tieghi:
int izzomm f’idejk xortija”.’®

Jalla dejjem tagharfu li intom ta’ Alla f’Gest Kristu, Feddej tad-
dinja u Gharus tal-Knisja, u dan ikun sigill f’qalbkom,* fi hsibijiet-
kom, fi kliemkom u f’eghmilkom, jigifieri s-sigill 1i bih tingharaf 1-
gharusa tal-Bibbja. Dan l-gharfien gholi u shih ta’ Kristu, kollu hegga,
isehh, kif tafu, u dejjem aktar isehh, minn jum ghall-iehor, permezz
ta’ hajja ta’ talb personali, komunitarju u liturgiku, li hi 1-hajja proprja
tal-familji religjuzi taghkom. B’dan il-mod wkoll, u l-aktar dawk ir-
ighinu u jheggu 1il huthom l-ohra 1i huma moghtijin ghall-hidma ta’ 1-
appostolat. Jalla tagharfu li intom ta’ Kristu biex qlubkom, hsibijiet-
kom, u l-eghmil kollu taghkom, tifthuhom bil-muftieh tal-misteru tal-
Fidwa, ghat-tbatijiet kollha, ghall-htigijiet kollha, ghal kull tama tal-
bnedmin u tad-dinja, fejn il-konsagrazzjoni taghkom hi sinjal tal-pre-
zenza ta’ Alla “li ghalih kulhadd ighix’*® u li intom thaddnu fid-di-
mensjoni tas-Saltna tieghu li ma tidhirx.

Il-kliem: “Ejja, imxi warajja”, 1i Kristu qal lil kull wiehed u wahda
minnkom, eghziez huti, meta “xehet fugkom harsa ta’ mhabba”, ghan-
du wkoll din it-tifsira: ha jkollkom sehem shih u qawwi fit-tiswir tal-
“holgien gdid”** 1i jehtieglu johrog mill-fidwa tad-dinja bil-gawwa tal-
Ispirtu tal-verita, qawwa li tigi mill-milja tal-misteru ta’ 1-Ghid ta’
Kristu.

430



IV — IL-KUNSILLI EVANGELICI

Il-pjan tas-salvazzjoni

9. Bil-professjoni religjuza t-trig tal-kumsilli evangeli¢i tinfetah
ghal kull wiehed u wahda minnkom. Fl-Evangelju nsibu hafna ezortaz-
zjonijiet 1i huma xi haga aktar minn kmandament, ezortazzjonijiet li
jghidulna, mhux biss dak li hu “mehtieg”, imma wkoll dak li hu
“l-ahjar”. Ta’ din is-sura huma l-ezortazzjonijiet biex ma niggudi-
kawx,*? biex ma “nistennewx xi haga lura” meta nisilfu,*® biex nil-
qghu x-xewqat u t-talbiet kollha ta’ ghajrna*!, biex nistiednu ghall-ikel
lill-fqar*®, biex nahfru dejjem,*® u ezortazzjonijiet ohra bhal dawn. Izda,
jekk skond it-tradizzjoni, il-professjoni tal-kunsilli evangeli¢i tingabar
fil-harsien ta’ tliet hwejjeg, tas-safa, tal-fagar, u tal-ubbidjenza, dan
juri bizzejjed car kemm dawn it-tliet hwejjeg huma elementi impor-
tanti 1i, b’xi mod, hemm migbur fihom il-pjan kollu tas-salvazzjoni.
Kull haga 1i fl-Evangelju tidher bhala kunsill, indirettament tidhol f’dik
is-sura ta’ hajja li Kristu jsejjah ghaliha meta jghid: “Ejja, imxi wa-
rajja”. Is-safa, il-fagar u l-ubbidjenza, jaghtu lil din is-sura ta’ hajja
sura ‘“kristocentrika’”, u jhallu fiha sinjal specjali tal-pjan kollu tas-
salvazzjoni.

iBex isehh dan il-pjan ta’ salvazzjoni hu mehtieg li I-holgien kollu
jinbidel fih innifsu permezz tal-qalb tal-bniedem: “Il-hlejjag kollha
geghdin jistennew herqana r-rivelazzjoni ta’ wlied Alla...... bit-tama
li I-hlejjag huma wkoll ghad ikunu mehlusa mill-jasar tat-tahsir u jik-
sbu l-helsien tal-glorja ta’ wlied Alla”.*” Din il-bidla timxi pass pass
ma’ dik l-imhabba, li s-sejha ta’ Kristu ssawwab fil-galb tal-bniedem
— dik l-imhabba li hi l-qofol tal-istess konsagrazzjoni li biha ragel
jew mara jikkonsagraw ruhhom lil Alla permezz tal-professjoni relig-
juza, konsagrazzjoni mibnija fuqg is-sisien tal-konsagrazzjoni li ssehh
bis-sagrament tal-Maghmudija. Nistghu naraw xX’inhuma s-sisien tal-
pjan tas-salvazzjoni jekk naqraw il-kliem ta’ l-ewwel ittra ta’ [-Ap-
postlu San Gwann: “Thobbux id-dinja u lanqgas dak li hemm fiha. Jekk
xi hadd ihobb id-dinja, 1-imhabba tal-Missier ma tghammarx fih. Kull
ma fiha d-dinja jigifieri 1-gibda tal-gisem, u l-gibda ta’ l-ghajnejn u
l-kburija tal-hajja, dan mhuwiex gej mill-Missier imma mid-dinja. U
d-dinja bil-gibdiet taghha tghaddi, izda min jaghmel ir-rieda ta’ Alla
jibga’ ghal dejjem’.**
 Fil-qalb ta’ kull wiehed u wahda minnkom, eghziez huti, il-pro-
fessjoni religjuza poggiet I-imhabba tal-Missier, dik 1-imhabba 1i hi fil-
Qalb ta’ Gesu Kristu, il-Feddej tad-dinja. Din l-imhabba thaddan id-
dinja u kull ma hemm fid-dinja li gej minghand il-Missier, u, fl-istess
hin, tfittex 1i tirbah dak kollu li “mhuwiex minghand il-Missier”. Tfit-
tex ghalhekk tirbah it-tliet gibdiet, “il-gibda tal-gisem”, “il-gibda ta’
l-ghajnejn”, u “l-kburija tal-hajja” 1i jinsabu fil-qalb tal-bniedem, bhala
l-wirt tad-dnub tan-nisel, li minhabba fih, fil-qalb tal-bniedem, thas-
sret b’kemm-il sura r-relazzjoni tieghu mad-dinja mahluga minn Alla
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u moghtija lilu biex jahkem fugha.*® Skond il-pjan tas-salvazzjoni,
il-kunsilli evangeli¢i tas-safa, tal-fagar u ta’ l-ubbedjenza huma stru-
menti mill-agwa biex ibiddlu fqalb il-bniedem ir-relazzjoni tieghu
“mad-dinja”, mad-dinja li naraw b’ghajnejna, u mad-dinja ta’ 1-“jien”
taghna li, b’xi mod, hi parti mid-“dinja” fit-tifsira li ghandha fl-Iskrit-
tura, jekk fiha ghandu l-bidu dak li “mhuwiex minghand il-Missier”.
Fi kliem l-ittra ta’ San Gwann, li ghadna kemm semmejna, na-
_raw malajr l-importanza kbira li ghandhom fil-pjan kollu tal-Fidwa,
- it-tliet kunsilli evangeli¢i. Dan ghaliex is-safa evangeliku jghinna biex
fil-hajja ta’ ruhna nbiddlu dak kollu li gej mill-gibda tal-gisem, il-
jaqar evangeliku dan kollu li johrog mill-gibda ta’ l-ghajnejn waqt li
l-ubbidjenza evangelika, fl-ahharnett, twassalna biex nikkorregu ghal
kollox kull ma jissawwab fil-qalb taldbniedem mill-kburija tal-hajja.
Qeghdin nitkellmu hawn apposta fuq rebha bhala bidla, ghaliex il-
pjan kollu tas-salvazzjoni jinsab kollu kemm hu migbur fit-talba sa-
cerdotali li-Kristu ghamel lill-Missier: “Ma nitolbokx 1i twarrabhom
‘mid-dinja, imma li tharishom mill-hazin”.?’ Il-kunsilli evangelici, fil-
ghan ewlieni taghhom, iridu jwasslu “ghat-tigdid tal-holgien kollu”:.
- “id-dinja” trid tigi mahkuma mill-bniedem biex dan jaghti lilu nnifsu
perfettament lil Ala.

Inkunu xein ma’ Kristu

10. L-ghan fih innifsu tal-kunsilli evangelici jwassalna biex naraw
car sewwa aspetti ohra tar-rabta kbira li ghandhom mal-pjan tas-sal-
vazzjoni. Nafu li dan il-pjan jilhaq il-milja tieghu fil-misteru ta’ 1-
Ghid tal-Mulej, Ii fih hemm maghqudin flimkien il-mewt 1li biha Kristu
cekken lilu nnifsu u l-qawmien tieghu mill-imwiet 1i bih beda hajja
£dida. Dawn iz-zewg aspetti-tal-misteru ta’ 1-Ghid®! jidhru sewwa fil-
harsien tal-kunsilli evangelici ghaliex |bil-harsien tal-kunsilli evange-
lici - jinqgered f’kull wiehed u wahda minna d-dnub u kull ma jigi min-
nu, u kuljum nitwieldu mill-gdid ghal dak il-gid agwa 1i jinsab: mohbi
fil-qalb tal-bniedem. Dan il-gid juri ruhu bil-hidma tal-grazzja u, biex
ir-ruh twiegeb ghaliha b’hegga akbar, ighin hafna l-harsien tas-safa,
tal-fagar u ta’ l-ubbidjenza. Tl-pjan kollu tal-Fidwa jsehh malli r-ruh
tingibed u titmexxa mill-hidma mohbija tal-Ispirtu s-Saniu li minnu
tigi kull gdusija. F’din it-triq, eghziez huti, il-professjoni tal-kunsilli
evangelici tiftah f'kull wiehed u wahda minnkom gasam kbir ghall-
“holgien gdid’*?; dan isehih, f’dak li intom bhala bnedmin, mill-istess
pjan tal-Fidwa, u, permezz ta’ dak li intom bhala bnedmin, dan “il-hol-
gien gdid” isehh ukoll fir-relazzjonijiet ta’ bejnietkom u fir-relazzjoni-
jiet taghkom fis-socjeta. Hekk, fl-istess wadt ukoll, dan “il-holgien
gdid” isehh fil-familja kollha tal-bniedem, li hi parti mid-dinja mahluga
minn Alla, dik id-dinja 1i 1-Missier habb mill-gdid fIbnu, I-Feddej tad-
dinja. ; .
Dwar dan l-Iben, San Pawl ighid li “ghad li kellu n-natura ta’
Alla...... xejjen lilu nnifsu billi ha n-natura ta’ lsir, sar jixbah lill-
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bniedem”.”* Issa meta wiehed ihares il-kunsilli evangeli¢i jkun ixejjen
lilu nnifsu, v din hi haga kollha kemm hi “kristo¢entrika” jigifieri
ghandha lil Kristu bhala lI-qofol taghha. Hu ghalhekk li 1-Imghallem
ta’ Nazaret ighid ¢ar u tond li s-Salib hu kondizzjoni mehtiega biex
wiehed jimxi warajh. Dak li darba qal lil kull wiehed u wahda minn-
kom: “Ejja imxi warajja’’, gal ukoll: “Jekk xi hadd irid jigi warajja,
ghandu jichad lilu nnifsu, jerfa’ salibu, u jimxi warajja”’.”* U dan galu
lil kull min kien gieghed jisimghu, u mhux lid-dixxipli biss. Ghathekk
il-ligi tac-cahda tieghek innifsek hi ligi li ghandha x’tagsam mal-istess
natura tas-sejha nisranija. ‘Izda mbaghad ghandha x’tagsam ukoll,
b’'mod wisq aktar gholi, mas-sejha 1i hi marbuta mal-harsien tal-kun-
silli evangeli¢i. Ghal dawk 1i jimxu mit-trig ta’ din il-vokazzjoni, il-
kliem tqil li naqraw fl-Ittra lill-Filippin jiftiehem ahjar: “Jiena nghodd
kollox bhala telf hidejn il-gligh kbir 1i hemm filli naghraf lil Kristu
Gesu Sidi”.*°

I¢c-cahda tieghek innifsek -— 1i fiha jidher il-misteru tal-Kalvarju
— titlob li int “tkun’ aktar fi Kristu, imsallab u rxoxt; din i¢c-cahda
tieghek innifsek tghinek biex tifhem sal-giegh nett il-misteru tieghek
bhala bniedem, u twettgek inti u miexi ’l quddiem f’dik it-triq li fugha
jikteb 1-Appostlu San Pawl: “imgar jekk il-bniedem ta’ barra jithas-
sar, il-bniedem ta’ gewwa jiggedded minn jum ghal jum”.’® B’dan il-
mod il-pjan tas-salvazzjoni jwassal il-qawwa tal-misteru ta’ 1-Ghid tal-
Mulej ghal-livell tal-bniedem, 1i jwiegeb ghall-istedina ta’ Kristu biex
ighix hajja ta’ safa, fagar u ubbidjenza, skond il-kunsilli evangelici.

V. — SAFA, FAQAR U UBBIDJENZA

Is-safa

11. Is-sura li l-misteru ta’ 1-Ghid jaghti lil stedina bhal din, na-
rawha, mill-aspetti kollha taghha, meta nqisu wiehed wiehed il-kun-
silli evangelici.

Jehtieg li ngisu skond il-gies tal-pjan tas-salvazzjoni, is-safa li
kull wiehed u wahda minnkom weghdtu Ii tharsu flimkien mal-fagar
u l-ubbidjenza: F’dan insibu t-twegiba ghall-kliem Kristu, i hu, fl-is-
tess hin, stedina wkoll: “Hemm ewnuki ...... i jsiru hekk minn raj-
hom minhabba s-Salina tas-Smewwiet”.”” Izda gabel, Kristu gal ¢ar u
tond: “Mhux kulhadd jifhimha din il-haga imma dawk li lilhom jin-
ghata li jifhmuha”.’®* Dwar dan San Pawl haseb ukoll, u dan ghamlu
fl-Ittra lill-Korintin:*° Dan il-kunsill ighodd b’mod specjali ghall-im-
habba tal-galb tal-bniedem. Waqt 1i I-fagar u wisq aktar i-ubbidjenza
gishom jitfghu dawl akbar fug l-imhabba 1i tifdi 1i hemm fil-konsag-
razzjoni religjuza, is-safa aktar igholli ’l1 fuq l-imhabba ta’ l-eghrusija.
Jidher ¢ar li hawn qgeghdin nitkellmu fuq is-safa ta’ dawk li saru
ewnuki “minn rajhom minhabba s-Saltna tas-Smewwiet”, jigifieri
geghdin nitkellmu fuq il-verginitd bhala xhieda tal-imhabba ta’ l-egh-
rusija mal-Feddej innifsu. Dan kien gieghed jahseb San Pawl meta
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kiteb: “Min jizzewweg ix-xebba li ghandu mieghu jaghmel tajjeb; min:
ma jizzewwighiex jaghmel ahjar”%...... “Ir-ragel mhux mizzewweg,
hsiebu fil-hwefjeg tal-Mulej, jigifieri kif joghgob lill-Mulej”,** “...... il-
mara mhix mizzewga u x-xebba hsiebhom fil-hiwejjeg tal-Mulej, jigifie-
ri biex ikunu qaddisa f’gisimhom u fruhthom’’.%

Fi kliem Kristu u fi kliem San Pawl ma nsibu ebda stmerrija taz-
zwieg. Il-kunsill evangeliku tas-safa juri biss x’gawwa specjali tikseb ‘
galb il-bniedem (kemm jekk ragel u kemm jekk mara) mill-imhabba

- ta’ l-eghrusija ta’ Kristu stess, ta’ Gesu “il-Mulej”’. Min jaghmel lilu

nnifsu ewnuku “minhabba s-Saltna tas-Smewwiet” mhux biss minn
rajh jichad ghaz-zwieg u ghall-hajja tal-familja, imma jaghmel ghazla
karismatika: jaghzel lil Kristu bhala 1-Gharus tieghu biss. Din I-ghazla
ma twassalx biss biex wiehed, b’mod specjali, ikun “hsiebu fil-hwejjeg
tal-Mulej”, izda, ghaliex l-ghazla tkun saret “minhabba s-Saltna tas-
Smewwiet”, din l-ghazla tgarreb is-Saltna ta’ Alla tal-ahhar taz-zmien
— is-Saltna eskatologika ta’ Alla .— lejn il-hajja ta’ kull bniedem
skond il-qaghda tieghu fiz-zmien li jkun u b’xi mod iggib fid-dinja
din is-Saltna eskatologika ta’ Alla.

Bil-vot tas-safa, dawk li huma ikkonsagrati lil Alla ghandhom
sehem fil-pjan tas-salvazzjoni ghaliex minn rajhom i¢¢ahhdu mill-he-
na taz-zwieg u tal-familja; min-naha 1-ohra, ghaliex ghamlu lithom
infushom ewnuki “minhabba s-Saltna tas-Smewwiet”, f’din id-dinja
li tghaddi, iwasslu [-Ahbar tal-qawmien mill-imwiet, li ghad isehh, u
tal-hajja ta’ dejjem;’® hajja ta’ ghagda ma’ Alla stess permezz tal-
vizjoni beatifika u ta’ dik l-imhabba, li fiha nfisha ghandha s-suriet kol-
lha ta’ mhabba li jinsabu f’qalb il-bniedem u thaddanhom maghha.

Il-fagar’

12. Dwar il-faqar, x’tifsir gqawwi ghandu I-kliem tat-Tieni Ittra lill-
Korintin, li jigbor fih, b’'mod l-aktar ezatt, kull ma nisimghu fuq il-
faqar fl-Evangelju! “Intom tafu l-grazzja ta’ Sidna Gesu Kristu li ghad
li Rien ghani ftagar minhabba fikom, sabiex intom tistaghnu permezz
tal-fagar tieghu’.** Skond dan il-kliem, il-fagar huwa parti intima tal-
istruttura tal-grazzja tas-salvazzjoni ta’ Gesu Kristu. Minghajr il-faqar

‘ma nistghux nifhmu l-misteru tad-don ta’ Alla lill-bniedem: don 1i

lahaq il-qofol tieghu fi Kristu. Minhabba dan ukell, il-fagar hu fic-
¢entru - tal-Evangelju u .fil-bidu tat-thabbira tat-tmien beatitudni:
“Henjin il-fogra fl-ispirtu”.®> Il-fagar evangeliku jqieghed quddiem

' ghajnejn ir-ruh tal-bniedem, id-dehra shiha tal-misteru “‘mohbi sa. minn

mijiet ta’ snin f’Alla”.°® Dawk biss'li huma “fqar” b’dan il-mod jaslu
biex jifhmu f'rubhom il-fagar kbir ta’ min hu ghani fuq li ghani. Il--
fagar kbir ta’ Kristu ghandu mohbi fih dan l-ghana bla gies ta’ Allg, :
anzi hu xhieda li ma tgarraqx ta’ dan il-ghana. Il-ghana bhalma hi
n-natura ta’ Alla stess, ma jistax jigi mfisser sewwa u b’'mod xieraq
minn ebda gid mahluq. Il-fagar biss seta’ jfisser dan il-ghana, u ghal-
hekk il-fqar biss jistghu jifhmuh sewwa, jigifieri l-fqar fl-Ispirtu. Fost-
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hom l-ewwel wiehed hu Kristu, il-Bniedem-Alla: dak li “ghad li kien
ghani, ftagar”, huwa mhux biss ghalliem, imma wkoll habbar u ga-
ranti ta’ dak il-fagar ghas-salvazzjoni, li jagbel hafna ma’ l1-ghana bla
gies ta’ Alla u mal-gawwa li gqatt ma tigi nieqsa tal-grazzja tieghu.

U ghalhekk hu veru wkoll, kif ighid 1-Appostlu, 1i ahna “nistaghnu
permezz tal-fagar tieghu”. Hu ghalliem u habbdr ta’ dak il-fagar li
bih nistaghnu. Ghalhekk ukoll Hu jghid liz-zaghzugh tal-Evangelji si-
nottici; “Bigh il-gid 1i ghandek...... u jkollok tezor fis-sema”.” F’dan
il-kliem hemm stedina biex naghnu lill-ohrajn permezz tal-fagar tagh-
na; izda fil-qofol ta’ din l-istedina hemm mohbija x-xhieda tal-ghana
bla gies ta’ Alla, li jigi fir-ruh tal-bniedem fil-misteru tal-grazzja, u,
proprju permezz tal-fagar, ikun fil-bniedem ghajn 1i minnha jistagh-
nu l-ohrajn; ghajn 1i ma tistax tgabbilha ma’ ebda ghajn chra ta’ gid
materjali; ghajn 1i taghmel il-gid kif jaghmlu Alla stess. L-ghoti ta’
dan il-ghana jsehih permezz tal-istess misteru ta’ Kristu, li “bil-fagar
tieghu nistaghnu ahna.” Naraw mill-pagni tal-Evangelju kif din il-hid-
ma, li biha nistaghnu, timxi ’l quddiem u tilhaq il-milja taghha fil-
misteru ta’ 1-Ghid: Kristu li kien fqir fuq li fqir fil-mewt tieghu fuq is-
salib, dak il-hin stess, ghaniena fuq li ghaniena bil-milja ta’ hajja gdi-
da, bil-gqawmien tieghu mill-imwiet.

Huti eghziez, fqar fl-ispintu minhabba I-professjoni evangelika
taghkom, ghixu fil-hajja taghikom kollha din is-sura ta’ faqar ta’ Kristu
li ssalva. Minn jum ghall-iehor wasslu dan il-fagar ghall-kobor shih
tieghu! “Fittxu l-ewwel is-Saltna ta’ Alla u l-gustizzja tieghu...... 720y
I-bqgija “jinghatalkom ukoll”.*® Jaila fikom u bikom isehh dak il-hena
mwieghed lill-foqra,®® lill-foqra fl-ispirtu.”

L-ubbidjenza

13. Kristu ‘“ghad li kellu n-natura ta’ Alla, ma qaghadx ifittex tie-
ghu li hu dags Alla, izda xejjen lilu nnifsu billi ha n-natura ta’ Isir; .,
sar jixbah lill-bnedmin, u deher minn barra bha'a bniedem; ¢cekken lilu
nnifsu, billi obda sal-mewt, anzi sal-mewt tas-salib”.”

F’dan il-kliem tal-Ittra lill-Filippin ghandna l-qofol stess tal-Fid-
wa. L-ubbidjenza ta’ Kristu nsibuha kollha kemm hi, fin-natura shiha
taghha, f’din il-verita. U dan iwettqu kliem iehor ta’ 1-Appostlu li
nsibu fl-Ittra lir-Rumani: “Kif bid-dizubbidjenza ta’ bniedem wiehed
il-hafna saru midinbin, hekk ukoll bl-ubbidjenza ta’ wiehed il-hafna
jsiru gusti”’.™

Nistghu nghidu i dawk li jaghzlu li jghixu skond dan il-kunsill
tal-ubbidjenza, ikunu jgeghdu ruhhom bejn “il-misteru tal-hazen”™ u
I-misteru tal-gustifikazzjoni u tal-grazzja tas-salvazzjoni. F’din il-
“qaghda” jkunu bl-eghruq koltha tal-hazen li hemm fin-natura tal-
bniedem, bl-effetti kol ha tal-“kburija tal-hajja”, bil-gibda kollha, gejja
mill-imhabba Zejda tieghek innifsek, li ggieghelek tahkem u ma sser-
vix, izda mbaghad, bil-vot taghhom ta’ I-ubbidjenza, jiddeciedu li jin-
bidlu ha jkunu jixbhu ’l Kristu li “bl-ubbidjenza tieghu feda u qad-
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des lill-bnedmin”. Fil-kunsill tal-ubbidjenza huma juru li jixtiequ jku-
nu jafu x’inhu sehemhom fil-Fidwa ta’ Kristu u liema hi t-triq li twas-
salhom ghall-qdusija.

Din hj t-trig li Kristu wriena fl-Evangelju meta tkellem — u tkel-
lem spiss — fuq il-htiega li naghmlu rieda t@’ Alla u nfittxu bla heda
li nkunu nafuha. “L-ikel tieghi hu li naghmel ir-rieda ta’ min baghat-
ni u li nwassal fit-tmiem l-opra tieghu”.”> “Jien ma nfittixx ir-rieda
tieghi, imma r-rieda ta’ min baghatni”.”® “Min baghatni huwa mieghi,
ma telagnix wahdi, ghax jiena dejjem naghmel dak 1li joghgob lilu”.””
“Jiena nzilt mis-sema mhux biex naghmel ir-rieda tieghi imma r-rieda
ta’ min baghatni”.”® Dan l-eghmil bla heda tar-rieda tal-Missier ifak-
karna fl-istqarrija messjanika tas-salmista tal-Patt il-Qadim: ‘Fil-bidu
tal-ktieb hemm miktub fugi li naghmel ir-rieda tieghek. Alla tieghi,
dan joghgobni; il-ligi tieghek gewwa galbi”.”® Din l-ubbidjenza ta’ 1-
Iben ta’ Alla kollha hena, tilhaq il-qofol taghha fil-Passjoni u s-Salib:
“Missier, jekk int trid, warrab minni dan il-kal¢i! Izda tkun magh-
mula r-rieda tieghek, u mhux tieghi”.** Sa mill-bidu tat-talba fil-gnien
tal-Getsemani, il-hegga ta’ Kristu li jaghmel ir-rieda tal-Missier tilhaq
sal-qofol tat-thatija u ssir dik l-ubbidjenza “sal-mewt, anzi sal-mewt
tas-salib”, 1i fugha jitkellem San Pawl.

Dawk li huma ikkonsagrati lil Alla bil-vot tal-ubbidjenza jkollhom
il-fehma li, bl-umilta kollha, isiru jixbhu lil Kristu I-aktar fl-ubbidjen-
za tieghu. Ghalkemm il-qaghda ghar-rieda ta’ Alla u l-ubbidjenza
ghal-ligijiet tieghu hi kondizzjoni mehtiega ghall-hajja nisranija f’kull
sura ta’ hajja li wiehed jista’ jghix fid-dinja, izda fis-“sura ta’ hajja
religjuza”, fis-“sura ta’ hajja ta’ perfezzjoni”, il-vot tal-ubbidjenza
jgib f’kull wiehed u wahda minnkom, eghziez huti, dmir ta’ rabta spe-
¢jali ma’ Kristu “li obda sal-mewt”. U ghax din l-ubbidjenza ta’ Kristu
hi parti essenzjali u intima tal-opra tal-Fidwa, kif naraw mill-kliem
ta’ l-Appostlu li semmejna aktar ’il fuq, fil-harsien tal-kumsill evan-
geliku tal-ubbidjenza, ghandkom taraw mument specjali f’dak il-“pjan
tas-salvazzjoni” li jhaddan is-sejha kollha taghkom fil-Knisja.

Minn din tigi dik id-dispozizzjoni shiha taghkom ghall-hidma tal-
Ispirtu s-Santu, 1i jahdem l-aktar fil-Knisja, kif kiteb®' il-Papa Pawlu
VI fl-ezortazzjoni appostolika li tibda bil-kliem: “Evangelica testifica-
tio”, u li wkoll tidher fil-kostituzzjonijiet tal-Istituti taghkom. Minn
hawn tigi dik is-sottomissjoni religjuza li min hu ikkonsagrat lil Alla,
bi spirtu ta’ fidi, juri lis-superjuri legittimi tieghu, li huma minflok
Alla.® Fl-Ittra ll-Lhud insibu din it-twissija li ghandha tifsira kbira:
“Ogoghdu ghal dawk 1i jmexxukom u cbduhom, ghax huma jghassu
fugkom ghall-gid taghkom, bhala nies li ghad iridu jaghtu kont tagh-
kom”. U l-kittieb ta’ 1-Ittra jkompli jzid: “...... hekk huma jaqdu dan
id-dmir bil-ferh u mhux bi swied il-qalb, ghax dan ma jkun jiswielkom
ta’ ebda gid.”*®*

Is-Superjuri mbaghad, ghandhom jiftakru li jridu juzaw, bi spir-
tu ta’ qadi, is-setgha moghtija lilhom mill-ministeru tal-Knisja, u jeh-
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tieg li jkunu dejjem lesti jisimghu lil huthom, biex ikunu jafu ahjar
x'irid Alla minn kull wiehed minnhom; izda jibgghu huma dejjem
dawk 1i jiddeciedu x’ghandu jsir u x’jordnaw, skond ma jidhrilhom
li jkun jagbel.

Flimkien ma’ din id-disponibilita u din l-ubbidjenza, kif gew im-
fissrin hawn fug, ghandu jkun hemm ukoll qaghda ta’ servizz, li biha
hajjitkom kollha tkun tagbel ma’ l-ezempju ta’ Bin il-bniedem li gie
fid-dinja “mhux biex ikun moqdi, imma biex jaqdi u jaghtu hajtu
b’fidwa ghall-kotra”.** U Ommu Marija, fil-mument decisiv tat-Thab-
bira ta’ I-Anglu, sa mill-bidu dahlet fil-pjan shih tas-salvazzjoni meta
qalet: “Ara jiena l-gaddejja tal-Mulej; ha jsir minni skond kelmtek”.®3
Ftakru wkoll, huti eghziez, li l-ubbidjenza li biha ntrabattu ma’ Alla
bla ebda kundizzjoni, meta intom ikkonsagrajtu ruhkom lilu permezz
tal-professjoni tal-kunsilli evangelici, hi xhieda specjali tal-liberta tar-
ruh mhux inqas mix-xhieda li Kristu ta tal-liberta tieghu meta ‘“‘obda
sal-mewt”: ‘“‘jiena naghti hajti biex nerga’ nehodha. Hadd ma jehod-
hieli, imma jiena naghtiha mjinn rajja’”.*®

VI. — IMHABBA GHALL-KNISJA

Xhieda

14. Tul is-sena tal-Gublew tal-Fidwa 1-Knisja kollha tixtieq igged-
ded l-imhabba taghha ghal Kristu, id-Feddej tal-bniedem u tad-dinja,
Sidha u 1-Gharus divin taghba. Ghalhekk f’dis-Sena Mqaddsa, 1-Knisja
thares lejkom b’mod specjali, eghziez huti, 1i bhala persuni konsag-
rati lil Alla ghandkom post specjali kemm fi hdan il-komunita kollha
tal-Poplu ta’ Alla u kemm f’kull komunita lokali. I1-Knisja, hija u tix-
tieq li l-imhabba taghkom ghal Kristu tiggedded bil-grazzja tal-Gub-
lew straordinarju, thoss ukoll li din l-imhabba hi gid specjali ghall-
poplu kollu ta> Alla. Il-Knisja taf sewwa li permezz ta’ l-imhabba li
Kristu jircievi minn persuni ikkonsagrati, l-imhabba tal-Gisem kollu
ta’ Kristu, li hu 1-Knisja, tigi indirizzata, b’'mod specjali u eccezzjo-
nali, lejn 1-Gharus divin taghha, li hu fl-istess hin ir-Ras ta’ dan il-
Gisem li hu 1-Knisja. Eghziez huti, il-Knisja troddilkom hajr ghall-
kionsagrazzjoni taghkom u ighall-professjoni tal-kunsilli evangelici, li
huma xhieda specjali ta’ mhabba. [Fl-istess hin twettaq il-fiduc¢ja li
ghandha fikom, li ghaziltu sura ta’ hajja, li hi don mhemmx bhalu,
moghti minn Alla lill-Knisja. Minn ghandkom tistenna hidma ta’ ghaj-
nuna, shiha u bil-galb kollha, biex, bhala amministraturi fidili ta’ dan
id-don hekk ghaziz, intom “thossu mal-Knisja”, u thabirku flimkien
maghha skond it-taghlim u r-regolamenti tal-Magisteru ta’ San Pietru
u tar-raghajja li huma marbutin mieghu, ha ggibu ’l1 quddiem, kemm
bhala individwi u kemm bhala komunitajiet, kuxjenza ekklesjali
mgedda. Hi titlob ghalikom biex ix-xhieda tal-imhabba taghkom gatt
ma tigi niegsa,®” u titlobkom biex tilgghu b’dan l-ispirtu dan il-mes-
sagg tas-Sena Mgaddsa straordinarja.
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Dan talab 1-Appostlu fl-Ittra lill-Filippin: “Jien dan nitlob: 1i 1-im-
habba taghkom tikber u toktor dejjem izjed...... b’kull dehen, biex tis-
tghu tagharfu taghzlu l-ahjar, u mbaghad tkunu safja u bla ebda htija
fil-jum ta’ Kristu, mimlijin bil-frott tal-gustizzja...... 8

Bil-hidma ta’ Kristu l-Feddej “l-imhabba ta’ Alla ssawbet fi qlub-
na permezz ta’ l-Ispirtu s-Santu li gie moghti lilna.** Nitolbu bla heda
lill-Ispirtu s-Santu biex lil kull wiehed u wahda minnkom, skond “id-
don tieghu”,” jaghtikom li taghtu xhieda specjali ta’ din l-imhabba.
Ha tirbah fikom, b’sura li tixraq il-vokazzjoni taghkom, “il-ligi ta’ I-
Ispirtu li jaghti l-hajja fi Kristu,” ghax din il-ligi “tehlisna... mil-ligi
tal-mewt”.*" Ghixu din il-hajja gdida skond is-sura tal-konsagrazzjoni
taghkom u skond il-gies tal-hafna doni ta’ Alla li jagblu mal-vokaz-
zjoni ta’ kull familja religjuza. Il-professjoni tal-kunsilli evangeli¢i, lil
kull wiehed u wahda minnkom, turikom kif, bl-ghajnuna ta’ 1-Ispirtu
s-Santu, tistghu tmewtu® kull ma hu kontra l-hajja u jwassal ghad-
dnub u I-mewt, kull ma huwa kontra l-vera mhabba ta’ Alla u
tal-bnedmin. 1Id-dinja tehtieg din il-“kontradizzjoni” li tinsab
fil-konsagrazzjoni religjuza, bhala hmira dejjem tahdem ghat-
tigdid u ‘ghas-sal’va‘zzjoni.’ “Timxux max-xejra ta’ din id-dinja,
imma nbidlu skond it-tigdid ta’ fehmietkom, sabiex issehhilkom
tagharfu x’inhi r-rieda ta’ Alla, x’inhu li joghgbu, x’inhu perfett”.””
Issa li ghadda z-zmien specjali ta’ esperiment u ta’ aggornament, kif
kien gie ffissat mill-ittra appostolika “Ecclesiae sanctae”, l-Istituti
taghkomn talbu jew waslu biex dalwaqt jitolbu l-approvazzjoni tal-
Knisja ghall-kostituzzjonijiet godda taghkom. Jalla dan id-don. li
gieghda taghtikom il-Knisja jheggigkom biex dawn il-kostituzzjonijiet
tkunu tafuhom u thobbuhom l-aktar billi tghixuhom intom u tharsu-
hom b’qalbkom kollha u b’fedelta shiha, waqt li tiftakru li 1-ubbidjen-
za hi sinjal ta’ mhabba, li ma tistax tmerih.

Din ix-xhieda ta’ mhabba jehtiguha d-dinja tal-lum u l-gens kollu
tal-bnedmin. Jehtiegu dik ix-xhieda tal-Fidwa li tinsab fil-professjoni
tal-kunsilli evangelici. Dawn il-kunsilli, kull wiehed fis-sura tieghu
proprja, u - kollha flimkien, f’rabta shiha bejniethom, “jixhdu” L I-
Fidwa, bil-qawwa tas-Salib u 1-Qawmien ta’ Kristu mill-imwiet,
twassal id-dinja u l-bnedmin kollha fl-Ispirtu s-Santu ghal dak it-
tmiem 1i bih il-bniedem — u permezz tal-bniedem, il-hlejjag koltha —
isibu ruhhom f’Alla u fih biss. Ghalhekk ix-xhieda taghkom hi ta’ si-
wi bla qies. Ghalhekk tridu thabirku bla ma gatt tieqfu biex dan
jidher sewwa u jhalli kotra ta’ frott, fost il-bnedmin. Ghal dan ighin
ukoll il-harsien ezatt tar-regolamenti tal-Knisja li ghandhom x’jag-
smu mal-wiri minn barra tal-konsagrazzjoni taghkom u tal-impenn
taghkom li tghixu hajja ta’ faqar.

Appostolat

15. Minn din ix-xhieda ta’ mhabba ta’ eghrusija ma’ Kristu, li per-
mezz taghha tidher fil-kobor kollu taghha l-verita shiha tas-salvaz-
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zjoni evangelika, jigi wkoll, bhala haga proprja tal-vokazzjoni tagh-
kom, eghziez huti, is-sehem taghkom fl-appostolat tal-Knisja, fil-mis-
sjoni universali taghha, li ssehh fl-istess waqt fost il-gnus kollha ta’
l-art b’hafna modi u b’hafna karizmi. Il-missjoni proprja taghkom
timxi pass pass mal-missjoni ta’ l-Appostli 1i lilhom il-Mulej baghat
“fost il-gnus kollha” biex “ighallmuhom”??, u hi marbuta wkoll mal-
missjoni tal-gerarkija tal-Knisja. Fl-appostolat li taghmlu bhala persuni
konsagrati, l-imhabba taghkom ta’ eghrusija ma’ Kristu issir, giesha
b’mod “organiku”’, imhabba ghall-Knisja bhala 1-gisem ta’ Kristu,
ghall-Knisja bhala 1-Poplu ta’ Alla, ghall-Knisja 1i hi fl-istess hin
Gharusa u Omm.
: Mhijiex haga hafifa tghid kif u b’kemm-il sura l-persuni ikkon-
sagrati lil Alla, bl-appostolat taghhom juru l-imhabba taghhom ghall-
Knisja. Din l-imhabba dejjem giet mid-don specjali tal-Fundaturi tagh-
kom, li, moghti minn Alla u approvat mill-Knisja, sar il-karizma tal-
komunita kollha. Dan id-don jagbel mal-hafna htigijiet tad-dinja u tal-
Knisja skond iz-zmien li jkun tal-istorja u mbaghad jikber u jissahhah
fil-hajja tal-komunitajiet religjuzi bhala wiehed mill-elementi, li jib-
qghu, tal-hajja u ta’ l-appostolat tal-Knisja. F’kull wiehed minn dawn
l-elementi, f’kull gasam — kemm f’dak tal-hajja kontemplattiva li
taghti l-qawwa lill-appostolat u kemm f’dak tal-hajja i@’ hidma fl-
appostolat — maghkom dejjem hemm il-barka tal-Knisja u I-herga pas-
torali taghha ta’ omm. Din il-herqga tal-Knisja thares l-identita spirit-
wali tal-hajja taghkom u taghmel tajba l-hidma taghkom fi hdan il-
komunita universali tal-vokazzjonijiet u l-karizmi tal-Poplu ta’ Alla.
Kemm permezz ta’ kull istitut partikulari u kemm permezz ta’ l-inse-
riment organiku tal-istituti kollha fil-missjoni universali tal-Knisja,
jidher fil-kobor tieghu kollu l-pjan tas-salvazzjoni, li kull wiehed u
wahda minnkom, gheziez huti, iggibu fikom stess is-sinjal tieghu per-
mezz tal-konsagrazzjoni taghkom u tal-professjoni tal-kunsill evan-
gelici.

Ghalhekk, ghalkemm ghandhom importanza Kkbira l-hafna hid-
miet ta’ l-appostolat li taghmlu, l-agwa hidma ta’ appostolat hija
dejjem dak li intom fil-Knisja u, fl-istess hin ukoll, il-fatt Ii intom fil-
Knisja. Ghal kull wiehed u wahda minnkom jista’ jerga’ jinghad il-
kliem ta’ lI-Appostlu: “Intom mittu imma hajjitkom hi mohbija flim-
kien ma’ Kristu f’Alla”.”® U fl-istess hin, dan li hajjitkom hi mohbija
flimkien ma’ Kristu f’Alla, iwassal biex kliem [-Imghallem Divin jista’
jinghad ghalikom ukoll: “Hekk ghandu jiddi d-dawl taghkom qud-
diem il-bnedmin biex jaraw l-eghmejjel tajba taghkom u jaghtu glor-
ja lil Missierkom li hu fis-smewwiet”."”

Ghal dan id-dawl, 1i bih tridu “tiddu quddiem il-bnedmin’, ghan-
du jkollha importanza kbira fostkom ix-xhieda ta’ mhabba 1i turu ghal
xulxin, xhieda li hi marbuta mal-ispirtu tal-fratellanza li ghandu jkun
hemm f’kull komunita, ghax il-Mulej qal; “Min dan jaghraf kulhadd
li intom dixxipli tieghi, jekk ikollkom l-imhabba bejnietkom’.’*
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In-natura komunitarja intima tal-hajja religjuza taghkom, imsah-
ha mit-taghlim specjali, twassalkom biex tiksbu din ir-rabta bejniet-
kom u fil-komunitajiet taghkom; intom u tghinu ’1 xulxin fid-dmiri-
jiet taghkom, intom u terfghu t-taghbija ta’ xulxin, intom w turu li
tagblu bejnietkom, b’din ir-rabta bejnietkom tkunu turu li geghdin
tgawdu l-hena ghax Kristu jinsab fostkom.”® Jiswa hafna ghall-ap-
postolat taghko mfil-Knisja, li bla heda thossu ghall-htigijiet u t-tha-
tijiet tal-bnedmin, 1i tant jidhru u huma hekk kiefra fid-dinja tal-lum.
Ighallimna 1-Appostlu: “Erfghu t-taghbija ta’ xulxin, u hekk tkunu
qeghdin tharsu 1-ligi ta’ Kristu”'°® u jzid ighid: “l-imhabba hi l-milja
tal-ligi.”’*

Il-missjoni taghkom trid tidher: ir-rabta li torbotha mal-Knisja
trid tkun qawwija, anzi gawwija hafna.'®*> Biha, kull ma taghmlu u,
aktar u aktar, b’dak kollu li intom, jaila tixxandar u titwettaq din
il-verita: “Kristu habb il-Knisja u ta hajtu ghaliha”;'*® din il-verita
hi l-pedament tal-pjan kollu tas-salvazzjoni. Jalla minn Kristu I-Feddej
tad-dinja, tfawwar dejjem u ma tintemm gqatt l-imhabba taghkom
ghall-Knisja!

ey o g R T ST £ B
VII. — KONKLUZJONI
Bl-ghajnejn ta’ rulina mdawlin

16. Din l-ezortazzjoni, li ged nibghatilkom fis-solennita tat-Thab-
bira tal-Mulej f’din is-sena mgaddsa tal-Gublew tal-Fidwa, trid turi-
kom dik l-imhabba li ghandha ghalikom il-Knisja. Intom, huti egh-
ziez, intom gid tal-Knisja. Dan il-gid jiftiehem aktar jekk nimmeditaw
dik il-verita 1i hi 1-Fidwa; ghal din il-meditazzjoni taghtina l-okkazjoni
u theggigna bla heda din is-Sena Mqgaddsa. F’dan id-dawl, mela, ghar-
fu l-identita v d-dinjita taghkom. Jalla 1-Ispirtu s-Santu, bil-gawwa
tas-Salib u 1-Qawmien mill-imwiet ta’ Kristu, “idawlilkom 1-ghajnejn
ta’ qalbkom biex tagharfu x’inhi t-tama tas-sejha taghkom, x’inhu I-
ghana tal-glorja tal-wirt li takom tagsmu.”’*%*

II-Knisja bla heda titlob biex, lil kull wiehed u wahda minnkcm
li ga bdejtu mexjin fit-triq tal-professjoni tal-kunsilli evangelici, ‘‘jid-
dawlulkom l-ghajnejn ta’ galbkom’. Il-Knisja titlob ukoll maghkom
li jkunu mdawlin l-ghajnejn ta’ tant u tant insara u l-aktar l-ghaj-
nejn ta’ tant zZghazagh, guvintur u xebbiet, biex isibu din it-triq u ma
jibzghux jimxu minnha halli — ukoll fiz-zminijiet imwieghra tal-lum
— ikunu jistghu jisimghu lil Kristu jghidilhom: “Ejja, imxi warajja”.'’°
Jehtieg li intom ukoll thabirku biex dan il-ghan jintlahag bit-talb tagh-
kom u b’dik ix-xhieda ta’ mhabba li biha “Alla jghammar fina u
mhabbtu ssib il-milja taghha fina”.'*® Jal'a din ix-xhieda tinghata u
tingharaf kullimkien. Jalla f’din ix-xhieda lin-nies ta’ zmienna, fl-ghej-
ja ta’ ruhhom, twettaghom u timliehom tama. Mela aqdu bil-ferfi 1il
ahwa, ferh hiereg minn qalb li fiha jghammar Kristu. “Jalla d-dinja
ta’ zmienna tilga’ 1-Evangelju, mhux minghand habbara mgarrbin ©
bla tama...... imma minghand ministri tal-Evangelju li hajjithom hi
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kollha hegga, jigifieri minghand dawk 1i l-ewwel lagghu fihom infus-
hom il-ferh ta’ Kristu”.'""

Il-Knisja, ghall-imhabba li ghandha ghalikom, ma tieqafx ‘“tin-
zel gharkobbtejha quddiem il-Missier”'’* biex “jaghtikom i ...... tis-
sahhu fil-bniedem ta’ gewwa”;'*® u, kif jaghti lilkom, jaghti wkoll lill-
hafna ohrajn fost hutna l-imghammdin, 1-aktar zghazagh, il-grazzja li
jsibu din it-triq tal-qdusija li minnha ghaddew tul iz-zZminijiet tant nies
flimkien ma’ Kristu, il-Feddej tad-dinja u 1-Gharus tar-ruh, u hallew
warajhom, id-dawl ta’ Alla jiddi fnofs is-shab u d-dlamijiet tal-hajja
tal-bniedem.

Lilkom ilkoll 1i f’dan iz-zmien tal-grajja tal-Knisja u tad-dinja,
mexjin minn din it-trig, jaslu dawn ix-xewqgat imhegga tas-sena tal-
Gublew tal-Fidwa, “biex tnizzlu l-eghruq taghkom fl-imhabba u fugha
tibnu hajjitkom; b’hekk tkunu tistghu tifhmu, flimkien mal-gaddisin
kollha, x’inhu l-wisa u t-tul, il-gholi u l-fond ta’ l-imhabba ta’ Kristu,
tagharfu kemm din l-imhabba ta’ Kristu tizboq Kkull gherf biex tim-
tlew bil-milja kollha ta’ Alla”.'*’

- Il-messagg tat-Thabbira tal-Mulej

17. F’dal-jum tal-festa tat-Thabbira tal-Mulej fis-Sena Mqgaddsa
tal-Fidwa nafda dil-ezortazzjoni lill-Qalb ta’ Marija Vergni mnissla min-
ghajr tebgha ta’ dnub. Fost dawk kollha li ikkonsagraw ruhhom lil
Alla bla ebda kondizzjoni, Marija hi 1-ewwel wahda. Hi, ix-Xebba ta’
Nazaret, ikkonsagrat lilha nfisha kRollha kemm hi lil Alla u dan gham-
litu b’mod l-aktar perfett. L-imhabba taghha ta’ eghrusija ma’ Alla,
bil-qawwa, tal-Ispirtu Santu, lahget il-milja taghha meta saret Omm
Alla. Hi li, bhala Omm, terfa’ ’l Kristu fuq dirghajha, fl-istess hin,
b’mod l-aktar perfett, twiegeb ghall-istedina tieghu: “Ejja, imxi wa-
rajja”’. Hi, Ommu, timxi warajh bhala 1- ‘Imghahlem taghha tas-safa, tal-
fagar u ta’ l-ubbidjenza.

Kemm kienet fgira f’dak il-lejl ta’ Betlehem, u kemm fgira
fuq il-Kalvarju! Kemm kienet ubbidjenti fit-thabbira ta’ I-Anglu u
mbaghad, taht is-Salib, kemm kienet ubbidjenti “tant 1i accettat il-
mewt ta’ Binha, li cbda “sal-mewt!” Kemm tat ruhha ghas-Saltna tas-
Sema, tul il-hajja kollha taghha fuq l-art, b’imhabba l-aktar safja.

Jekk il-Knisja kollha ghandha f’Marija l-ewwel ezempju, wisq u
wisq aktar ghandkom lilha bhala ezempju intom li intom persuni u
komunitajiet ikkonsagrati lil Alla fi hdan il-Knisja. F’dan l-istess jum,
li jfakkarna fil-ftuh tas-Sena Mgaddsa s-sena l-ohra, indur lejkom b’din
it-thabbira u nistedinkom biex iggeddu l-konsagrazzjoni taghkom fuq
l-ezempju tal-konsagrazzjoni ta’ l-istess Omm Alla.

Eghziez huti! Alla jzomm kelmtu! minnu kontu mse]hm 1bleX tid-
hlu fix-xirka ta’ Ibnu Sidna Gestu Kristu”.'*' Intom u zzommu kelmt-
kom ma’ Dak li jzomm kelmtu, fittxu 1i jkollkom l-ghajnuna kollha
ta’ Marija. Hi giet imsejha minn Alla ghal xirka mill-aktar perfetta
ma’ Binha,. Hi, il-Vergni li zammet kelmtha, tkun ghalikom ukoll bhala
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Omm fil-mixi taghkem fit-trig atl-Evangelju: ha tghinkom biex taraw
u turu lid-dinja f’kemm suriet Alla wkoll izomm Relmtu.

B’dawn ix-xewqat tajba, minn qgalbi naghtikom il-barka appos-

tolika tieghi.

Ruma, minn San Pietru, fil-25 ta’ Marzu, fis-sena tal-Gublew tal-

Fidwa 1984, is-sitt sena tal-Pontifikat.
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OMELIJA TAL-PAPA NHAR IL-GUBLEW TAS-SACERDOTI
23 ta’ Frar 1984

Testi liturgici

L-ewwel lezzjoni: Is 61,1-5
Salm responsorjali: Salm 83(89)
Ittieni lezzjoni: Ef 4,1-7.11-15

- Evangelju: Mt 9,35-38

Eghzez huti fil-grazzja 'tas—Sa(‘:erd‘ozju.

Huwa u jogrob Hamis ix-Xirka, il-jum li fih kull
wiehed minna hu mistieden jahseb ghal darb’ohra
b’qalbu kollha hajr, fid-don ghaziz moghti lilna minn
Kristu, inhoss il-htiega 1i nkellimkom biex nurikom
x’imhabba ghandi ghalikom u ©’liema herga nzomm fi
hsibijieti u fit-talb kollu tieghi l-hidma taghkom ta’
kuljum fil-qadi tal-merhla tal-Mulej.

Fit-23 ta’ Frar li ghadda, kelli l-pjacir 1i nic¢céeleb-
ra 1-Gublew tal-Fidwa ma’ ghadd kbir ta’ sacerdoti 1i
gew Ruma mid-dinja kollha. Kienet esperjenza tas-
sew sabiha, esperjenza li ganglitni u ghadni sal-lum
niftakar fiha b’hegga li gatt ma nagsitni. Xtagt ghal-
hekk b’xi mod nagsam din l-esperjenza- maghkom il-
koll 1i intom “amministraturi tal-misteri t&’ Alla” (I
Kor 4,1), u ghalhekk gieni 1-hsieb li nibghatilkom 1-
omelija 1i jien ghamilt f’dik 1-okkazjoni.

Jallg, dak li jien ghidt dak in-nhar ikun-ta’ farag
fir-ruh ghalikom, u jgedded f’qalbkom il-fehma 1i tib-
gghu shah fil-vokazzjoni taghkom bhala ministri tal-
imhabba; kollha hniena ta’ Alla. Jalla twettagkom il-
barka tieghi 1i jien naghtikom b’imhabba spec¢jali fi
Kristu Gest.

Mill-Vatikan, 7 ta’ Marzu 1984.
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“L-Ispirtu tal-Mulej fuqi,

ghax hu ikkonsagrani

biex inwassal il-Bxara t-tajba lill-fgajrin,
baghatni ndewwi 1-galb miksura,

biex inhabbar il-helsien lill-imjassrin,

u lill-habsin il-ftuh tal-habs,

biex inniedi s-sena tal-grazzja tal-Mulej” (Is 61,
1-2). :

Eghziez huti fil-grazzja tas-sagrament tas-sacer-
dozju!

Sena ilu, fl-ittra 1li bghattilkom ghall-Hamis ix-
Xirka tal-1983, tlabtkom ixxandru, flimkien mie-
ghi u ma’ 1-isgfijiet kollha tal-Knisja, is-Sena tal-
Fidwa, il-Gublew Straordinarju, is-Sena tal-Graz-
zja tal-Mulej. Illum irrid inroddilkom hajr ta’ kull
ma ghamiltu biex din is-sena, li tfakkarna f1-1950
anniversarju tal-Fidwa, tkun tassew ‘“is-Sena tal-
Grazzja tal-Mulej”, is-Sena Mgaddsa. Fl-istess
hin, jiena u niltaga’ maghkom f’din il-konc¢elebraz-
zjoni, 1i hi l1-gofol tal-pellegrinag¢ taghkom f’Ru-
ma ghall-Gublew, nixtieq ingedded maghkom u
naghraf aktar fil-fond maghkom il-misteru tal-
Fidwa, 11 hu l-ghajn hajja, i taghti 1-hajja, tas-
sacerdozju sagramentali, li fih kull wiehed minna
hu msieheb.

Fikom ilkoll 1i ngbartu hawn, mhux biss mill-Ital-
nara s-sacerdoti kollha, il-presbiterju kollu tal-
Knisja universali. U lilkom ilkoll nghidilkom il-
kliem kollu kuragg u hegga ta’ 1-Ittra lill-Efesin:
“Inheggigkom jien . biex timxu sewwa skond is-
sejha 1i biha kontu msejhin”. (Ef 4,1) Ahna wkoll,
li gejna msejhin biex ingeddu lill-ohrajn bit-tig-
did spiritwali ta’ din is-Senia tal-Fidwa, jehtigilna
niggeddu fil-vokazzjoni taghna permezz tal-
Grazzja ta’ din is-Sena.

It-tjieba tal-Mulej irrid dejjem nghanni

Il-vers responsorjali tal-Liturgija tal-lum (88,1)
ifakkarna li ahna, b’mod spec¢jali, ahna ‘“ministri
ta’ Kristu u amministraturi tal-misteri ta’ Alla”
(I Kor 4,1), 1i ahna nies tal-pjan ta’ Alla ghas-sal-
vazzjoni tad-dinja, 1i ahna “strumenti” hajjin tal-
grazzja, jigifieri tal-hidma ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu fil-
gawwa tas-Salib ta’ Kristu u fil-gawmien tieghu
mill-imwiet.
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X’inhu dan il-pjan ta’ Alla? X’inhi din il-Grazzja
ta’ Sidna Gesu Kristu, grazzja li hu ghogbu jorbot
b’sagrament ° mal-hajja taghna bhala sacerdoti,
mal-qadi taghng bhala sacerdoti, ukoll jekk
maghmul minn mnies fgar u bla ma jisthog-
gilhom? TIl-grazzja, kif ihabbar is-Salm tal-Li-
turgija tal-lum, hi xhieda tal-fedelta ta’ l-istess
Alla gnal dik l-imhabba ta’ dejjem 1i biha Hu jhobb
il-nlejjaq kollha u, b’'mod spec¢jali, lill-bniedem
f’Tbnu 1-ghaziz.
Ighidilna s-Salm: ‘“Tjubitek tibqa’ shiha ghal dej-
jem; bhas-smewwiet int wettaqgt il-fedelta tieghek”
(Sam 88 (89), 2).
Din il-fedelta ta’ l-imhabba ta’ Alla — imhabba
kollhm hniena — hi I-fedelta tal-Patt 11 Alla gha-
mel mal-bniedem sa mill-bidu, u li gedded kemm-il
darba, ghalkemm il-bniedem kemm-il darba ma
bagax fidil ghalih. |
Il-grazzja mela hi don safi ta’ mhabba, li tinghata
biss ghall-imhabba u ghall-ebda raguni ohra.
Is-Salm ifanhar il-Patt, 1i Alla ghamel ma’ David,
u fl-istess hin — ghax is-Salm u Salm Messjaniku
— juri kif dak il-Patt 1i sehh fiz-zmien, hu biss pass
il quddiem u thabbira tal-Patt perfett ffGesu’ Kris-
tu “Hu jsejjanli: ‘Missieri int, Alla tieghi u bklata
tas-salvazzjoni tieghi” (88 (89), 17).
Il-grazzja, bhala don, hi I-pedament li fugu I-bnie-
dem gie mgholli ghad-dinjita ta’ iben adottiv ta’
Alla fi Kristu, 1-Iben il-wahdieni. “Il-fedelta u t-
tjieba tieghi jkunu mieghu, b’ismi titgawwa s-set-
gha tieghu” (88 (89), 25).
Hi proprju din is-setgha li tagnmilna wlied Alla (1-
ulied li fughom jitkellem il-bidu ta’ 1-Evangelju ta’
San Gwann), din is-setgha shiha tas-salvazzjoni 1i
tinghata lill-familja kollha tal-bnedmin fi Kristu,
fil-Fidwa, fis-salib u 1-Qawmien tieghu. U ahna —
ahna l-gaddejja ta’ Kristu, ahna l-amministraturi
taghha:
— is-sacerdot: il-bniedem tal-pjan ta’ Alla ghas-
salvazzjoni tad-dinja.
— is-sacerdot: il-bniedem imsawwar mill-grazzja.
— is-sacerdot: l-amminisiratur tal-Grazzja!

“It-tjieba tal-Mulej irrid dejjem nghanni.”

Din hi I-vokazzjoni taghna. Hi din il-haga li tagh-
mel il-vokazzjoni taghna dak 1i hi u li ma hawnx

446



ohra bhalha. Ghandha b’'mod speé¢jali Il-eghrug
taghha fil-missjoni ta’ Kristu stess, fil-missjoni
" messjanika tieghu.

“L-Ispirtu tal-Mulej fuai

ghax hu ikkonsagrani

biexr inwassal il-Bxara t-tajba lill-fgajrin,

baghatni ndewwi l-galb miksura,
biex inhabbar il-helsien lill-imjassrin,
u lill-habsin il-ftuh tal-habs, . . .
biex infarrag lill-imnikktin (Is 61, 1-2)

Hu proprju fil-gofol ta’ din il-missjoni messjanika

ta’ Kristu Sacerdot li ghandna l-eghruqg taghha I-

vokazzjoni u l-missjoni taghna, il-vokazzjoni u 1-

missjoni tal-Patt il-gdid u ghal dejjem. Hija 1-vo-

kazzjoni u l-missjoni ta’ dawk li jhab‘bru 1-Bxara
t-tajba:

— ta’ dawk 1i jridu Jdewwu 1-grieni tal-qlub tal-
bnedmin;

— ta’ dawk li jridu jhabbru l1-helsien fost tant tig-
rib, fost tant hazen li jzomm imjassar b’tant u
tant suriet il-bniedem;

— ta’ dawk 1li jridu jfarrgu.

Din hi 1-vokazzjoni u l-missjoni taghna ta’ qaddej-
ja. Hi vokazzjoni u missjoni, eghziez huti, 1i thad-
dan gqadi kbir u fondamentali il kull bniedem.
Hadd ma jista’ jidhol flokna. Bis-Sagrament tal-
Patt il-Gdid w ghal dejjem irridu naslu sa l-egh-
ruq tal-hajja tal-bniedem fid-dinja.

Irridu kuljum inwasslu f’din il-hajje I-Fidwa u -
Ewkaristija.

Irridu nsahhu fil-bnedmin I-gharfien 1li huma
wlied Alla permezz tal-grazzja. Jista’ jkun hemm
ghall-bniedem sejha aktar gholja, destin agwa u
ahjar minn dan?

Irridu fl-aharnett inkunu amministraturi tal-ve-
rita sagramentali tar-rikonciljazzjoni ma’ Alla u
tal-verita sagramentali tat-Tqarbin 1i fiha ssib it-
tmiem taghha x-xewqa l-aktar gholja tal-galb tal-
bniedem “li ma tixba’ gatt”.

Il-konsagrazzjoni sacerdotali taghna tinsab fil-
fond sewwa, tal-konsagrazzjoni messjanika ta’ Kris-
tu.

Is-sacerdozju taghna hu sacerdozju ministerjali.
Iva, ghandna nkunu gaddejja! U “tajdi” ifisser
twassal lill-bniedem sal-giegh nett tan-natura tie-

447



ghu ta’ bniedem 1i hu, sa l-gholi nett tad-dinjita
tieghu.

Hu proprju hawn li ghandu jinstema’, permezz tal-
gadi taghna, dak “il-ghana ta’ fohrija flok ruh
mitluga”, biex nergghu ntennu l-kliem tal-profeta
Isaija (61,3).

Eghziez, mahbubin huti. Jum wara l-iehor, sena
wara l-ohra, ahna nsibu 2’fih u r'inhu s-sacerdoz-
ju taghnga fil-kobor tal-misteru tal-Fidwa u nin-
tebhu dejjem aktar li ma hemmx hag’ohra bhalu.
U jiena nittama li din is-Sena tal-Gublew Straor-
dinarju sservina ghal dan b’'mod specjali.

Nifthu dejjem aktar ghajnejna — l-ghajnejn tar-
ruh — biex naraw ahjar xifisser ti¢celebra l-Ew-
karistija, is-Sagrificcju ta’ Kristu stess, fdat ghax-
xofftejn u l-idejn taghna ta’ sacerdoti li ahna fix-
xirka, tal-Knisja.

— Nifthu dejjem aktar ghajnejna — l-ghajnejn tar-
ruh — biex nifhmu ahjar x’ifisser tahfer id-dnub-
biet u thabbeb il-kuxrjenzi tal-bnedmin ma’ Alla, li
hu Qdusija bla gies, ma’ Alla 1i hu Verita u Mhabba.
— Nifthu dejjem aktar ghajnejna — l-ghajnejn tar-
ruh — biex nifhmu dejjem aktar xX’ifisser fahdem

“in persona Christi”, fisem Kristu; tahdem bis-set-
" gha tieghu, jigifieri b’din is-setgha li fl-ahhar mill-
ahhar ghandha l-eghruq taghha mhawlin fl-art
tal-Fidwa.

— Nifthu dejjem aktar ghajnejna — I1-ghajnejn
tar-ruh — biex nifhmu ahjar x’inhu l-misteru tal-
Knisja. Ahna nies tal-Knisja!

“Gisem wiehed u ruh wahda, l-istess kif kontu
misejha ghal tama wahda: Mulej wiehed, fidi wah-
da, Maghmudija wahda; Alla wiehed u Missier ta’
kulhadd, li jsaltan fug kulhadd, b’kulhadd u f’kul-
hadd.” (Ef 4,4-6). Fittxu ghalhekk 1i “Zommu Spir-
tu wiehed bir-rabta tas-sliem” (Ef 4,3). Iva. Dan
b’'mod  specjali jiddependi minnkom: i zZ2ommu
Spirtu wiened!

F’mument meta tensjonijiet kbar geghdin ihabbtu
1-gisem ta’ l-art tal-familja kollha tal-bnedmin, I-
aqwa qadi Ui tista’ taghti I-Knisja jigl minn “‘spirtu
wiehed” biex hi, il-Knisja, mhux biss ma ggarrabx
firdiet 1i jiguha minn barra minnha, imma. wkoll
tasal biex thabbeb ma’ zulrin u tghaqgad il-bned-
min fost it-tigrib u t-taglib kollu 1li qieghed jinga-
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bar ma’ dwarhom u fihom stess fid-dinja tal-lum.
Huti! “Lil kull wiehed minna Alla tana l-grazzja
skond il-gies tad-don ta’ Kristu... ghall-bini tal-
Gisem ta’ Kristu” (Ef 4,7.12). Inkunu fidili ghal din
il-grazzja! Inkunu fidili b’mod galbieni mill-aktar!
Futi! Id-don ta’ Alla kien don kbir ghalina, ghal
kull wiehed minna. Tant 1i kull sacerdot jista’ jsib
fih innifsu sinjali ta’ l-imhabba spec¢jali ta’ Alla
ghalih.

Halli kull wiehed minnkom ighozz fil-qofol tieghu
d-don li réieva bil-ghana kollu li jidher fih: id-don
ukoll hekk sabih tac-celibat, 1i minn rajna offrejna
1il Alla, — u Hu accettah — ghall-gdusija taghna
u ghall-bini tal-Knisja.

Gesu Kristu jinsab fostna u gieghed ighidilna: “Jie-
na r-Raghaj it-tajjeb”.(Gw 10.11.14)

Kien Hu li lilna wkoll “ghamilna” raghajja. U huwa
HU li jghaddi mill-ibliet u 1-irhula (ara Mt 9,35),
fein ahna mibghutin biex nagdu s-servizz sacerdo-
tali u pastorali taghna.

Huwa HU, Gesu Kristu, 1i jghallem... ixandar 1-
Evangelju tas-Saltna u jfejjag kull xorta ta’ mard
1 nugaas ta’ sahha fil-bniedem (ara ibid.) kull fejn
ahna nkuny mibghutin ghall-acadi tal-Evangeliu uw
l-amministrazzjoni tas-Sagramenti.

Huwa HU, Gesu Kristu, li bla heda jithassar lin-
nies u lil Kkull bniedem imdejjag u mitlug “bhal
nghag bla raghaj” (Ara Mt 9,36). Futi eghziez, f'din
il-laggha liturgika taghna, ejjew mnitolbu 1il Kristu
haga wahda biss: 1i kull wiehed minna jaghraf
jeqdi anjar, b’'mod aktar ¢ar u aktar shih, il-qgagh-
da tieghu ta@ Raghaej f’nofs il-bnedmin tad-dinja
tal-lum.

Din hi haga importanti hafna ghalina biex ma
nagghux ghat-tentazzjoni li “ma niswew ghal xejn,
jigifieri 1i nhossu ruhna 1li ma hemmx bzonna. Ghax
dan mhux veru. Akhna mehtiega fug li mehtiega,
ghax Kristu hu mehtieg fuq li mehntieg! Ir-Raghaj
it-tajjeb hu mehtieg fuq li mehtieg!

Ghandna f’idejna’ — proprju fl-“idejn vojta tagh-
na’ — il-gawwa tal-mezzi kollha 1i 1-Mulej fdalna
f’idejna.

Anhisbu ftit fil-Kelma ta’ Alla 1i tagta’ aktar minn
sejf b’zewgt ixfar (Ara Lh 4,12); ahsbu fit-talba li-
turgika, spec¢jalment f’dik tal-Liturgija tas-Sighat,
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1i wagtha Kristu stess jitlob maghna u bina; ahsbu
fis-Sagramenti, u spec¢jalment fis-Sagrament tal-
Penitenza, tavla tassew ta’ salvazzjoni ghal tant
kuxjenzi, tavla li tant bnedmin ta’ Zmienna gegh-
din ifittxuha. Jehtieg li s-sacerdoti jaghtu mill-gdid
importanza kbira lil dan is-Sagrament, kemm ghall-
hajja spiritwali taghhom u kemm ghal dik ta’ 1-
insara.

Huti eghziez, zgur li meta tuzaw dawn “il-mezzi
fgar” (imma gawwijin bis-setgha ta’ Alla) taraw
jinfetah fi trigtkom il-ward sabih u ta’ l-ghageb
tal-hniena ta’ Alla.

U d-don ukoll ta’ vokazzjonijiet godda!

B’fehmiet bhal dan, fit-talp flimkien, ha nisimghu
mill-gdid il-kliem li 1-Mulej kien ighid lid-dixxipli
tieghu: “Il-hsad kbir, izda 1-haddiema ftit. Itolbu
mela, lil Sid il-hsad biex jibghat haddiema fil-hsad
tieghu” (Mt 9,37-38).

Kemm ighoddu ghal zminijietna wkoll dawn il-kel-
miet tal-Mulej!

Nitolbu mela! U ha titlob maghna 1-Knisja kollha!
U jalla din t-talba turi l-gharfien taghna, imged-
ded bil-Gublew, tal-misteru tal-Fidwa.
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IL-PAPA U L-MADONNA

1. MARIJA EZEMPJU TA’ FIDI GHALINA

Fi zmjien l-Avvent u fi zmien il-
Milied hsibna fit-tul fug il-Vergni
Marija, qrib Gesu. Ersagna lejn il-
misteru tal-Milied u sibna lil Gesl
ma’ Marija: “it-tarbija ma’ ommu.”

Qimna l-Iben u tajna gieh Ilill-
Omm, ahna u sellimnielha mbier-
ka, l-aktar minhabba 1-fidi taghha.

Il-fidi mhijiex xi haga hafifa, u
langas kienet haga hafifa ghal
Marija. Dan narawh mill-hafna tif-
hir 1i sarilha minhabba 1-fidi taghha:
dan it-tifhir jurina kemm kien jis-
wa, xi pregju kellu, u wkoll kemm
kellu diffikultajiet, it-twemmin
taghha. Jurihulna dan b’mod c¢ar I-
evangelista meta qal: “Kliemu ma
fehmuhx”. San Luga ma jibzax ju-
rina d-diffikultajiet 1i kellhom
Marija u Guzeppi u jghidilna li ma
fehmux il-kliem u l-misteru ta’ 1-
Iben. )

Meta nghidu 1i Marija u 'Guzeppi,
u wkoll id-dixxipli, ma fehmux
kliem 'Gesli ma rridux infissru 1i hu-
ma kellhom dak in-nuqgas ta’ fid:
li ghandhom dawk li ma jemmnux
f'Gesti. Ma fehmux ghaliex kien
difficli hafna ghalihom jidalu fil-
fond u malajr fil-misteru gholi ta’
Kristu 1i hadd ma jithmu. Huma
ma fehmux ‘“ghall-ftit taz-zmien”
u dan wassalhom biex jahsbu u

jimmeditaw f'qaghda umli ta’
gherf; din kienet il-qaghda specja-
li ta’ Omm Gesu li kienet tghozz
f’qalbha u tahseb bejnha u bejn
ruhha fug il-kliem u I-grajjiet li
kienu ged jigru madwarha.

Il-fidi ddawwal il-misteru izda
ma twassalniex biex nifhmuh ghal
kollox. Il-fidi twassalna biex naf-
daw fil-Kelma ta’ Alla, li. tizboq
kull ma l-mohh tal-bniedem jista®
jahseb. Twassalna biex nistriehu
fug Alla u hekk maslu biex inkunu
sodi fil-fidi taghna f’kelmtu. Din il-
gaghda wrietha darba ghal deijem
Marija fit-thabbira, ta’ l-Anglu:
“Ara jiena Il-gaddejja tal-Mulej, ha
jsir minni skond kelmtek”. Fidi
gawwija kienet il-fidi ta’ Marija,
fidi kollha tigrib imma hienja: hi 1-
fidi ta’ dawk kollha li emmnu ghal-
kemm ma rawx. Il-hajja tal-Ma-
donna, bhal hajjitna, timxi ’l qud-
diem, minn jum ghall-iehor bid-
dawl tal-fidi u bid-dawl tal-vizjoni
ta’ Alla. “Il-Vergni Marija’,, ighi-
dilng 1-Kongcilju, ‘“imxiet ’il qud-
diem, fit-triq tal-fidi u zammet bla
mittiefsa l-ghagda taghha ma’ Bin-
ha fuq is-Salib” (Lumen gentium, n.
58).

22-1-84

2. MARIJA FIL-MISTERU TA’ KANA

II-Liturgija tal-lum tkellimna
fuq id-dinjita tal-“foqra”, u b’mod
specjali fuq id-dinjita tal-‘‘foqra fl-
ispirtu”, ta’ dawk li, bhal Kristu
huma ta’ qalb helwa u umli. Huma
1-fdal qaddis ta’ Israel, il-werrieta
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tal-weghdiet li saru lil Israel, dawk
li jghozzu t-tama tal-poplu ta’ Alla.
Huma jiksbu ghalihom u ghal kul-
hadd il-gid messjaniku kollu.
Marija hi zgur wahda minnhom.
“Hi l-ewwel wahda fost l-umli u, 1-



foqra tal-Mulej, li minnu jittamaw
b’fiducja s-salvazzjoni u jiksbuha.
U fl-ahhar, huwa maghha, 1-Bint
glorjuza ta’ Sijon, wara l-misten-
nija twila tal-weghda, 1i jintemmu
z-zmenijiet v jsehh pjan gdid...”
(Lumen gentium, 55).

Marija mhux biss laqghet is-Sal-

vatur u taghtu lid-dinja, imma tat

ukoll hajjitha kollha ghall-qadi tal-
misteru tas-salvazzjoni. Din il-hid-
ma taghha tidher sewwa fil-mijste-
ru ta’ Kana. Din il-grajja, 1i fiha
isehh l-ewwel wiehed mijis-“sinja-
1i” 1i ghamel Gesu, jigifieri I-ewwel
miraklu tieghu, ghandha tifsir teo-
logiku u simpoliku gholi hafna.

Kana ma xxandarx biss, bil-bdil
ta’ l-inbid fl-ilma, 1i I-patt il-qadim
ghadda u dahal il-gdid, izda, b’har-
sa lura, tigbrilna fil-qasir il-grajja
kollha tal-Patt li sehh permezz ta’
Mose’, u, b’harsa ’1 quddiem, thab-
brilna minn qabel is-Siegha ta’
Gesl, jigifieri I-glorifikazzjoni tie-
ghu permezz tas-Salib.

F’dan il-kontest li ghandu tifsir
ta’ salvazzjoni gholi hafna, il-per-
suna u l-hidma ta’ Marija ghand-

3.

Ilum v fil-Hdud li gejjin, nixtieq
inkellimkom, fuq xi aspetti tad-de-
vozzjoni lejn il-Madonna, jigifieri
fuq dik l-imhabba ta’ wlied 1i biha
d-dixxipli ta’ Kristu, fil-lvant u fil-
punent, igimu 1-Vergni Marija. Din
id-devozzjoni gejja minn “esper-
jenza nisranija” kollha hegga, gha-
liex- ghandha l-gheruq taghha fil-
misteru ta’ Kristu u fih issib il-bi-
du u l-gustifikazzjoni taghha: huwa
ghalhekk li xterdet din id-devoz-
zjoni lejn, il-Madonna, v dan huwa
l-ghan ewlieni li din id-devozzjoni
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hom, importanza, kbira,

Fi kliemha: “Aghmlu kull ma
jghidilkom, hu”, naraw imgtenni I-
kliem; tal-poplu ta’ Israel wagt li
sehh il-Patt il-Qadim, u Marija, hi
I-personifikazzjoni w r-rapprezen-
tant ewlieni ta’ dan il-poplu.

L-Omm ta’ Alla mhux biss tfis-
ser u ttemm [-imgieba tal-poplu
tal-Patt il-qadim; dak li ghamlet f’
Kana, gangal ukoll il-fidi ta’ 1-Ap-
postli. Il-fidi ta’ Marija ftaghti bi-
du ghall-miraklu li ghamel Gesu, u
thejji d-dixxipli biex jilgghu d-deh-
ra tal-glorja tieghu u jemmpnu fih,
Hi mela tidhol ghad-dmir li tmex-
xi l-komunita tal-fidi sa mjll-bidu
taghha, dik il-komunita ta’ fidi li
bdiet tifforma ruhha madwar Gest.
Il-hajja tal-Vergni Marija tidher.b’
hekk 1li hi kollha kemm hi ghall-
gadi ta’ 1-Iben ta’ Alla u tal-mis-
sjoni tieghu. Hi 1-“Mara”: il-vo-
kazzjoni taghha, tithag il-milja
taghha, hdejn, is-Salib, meta, ssir il-
“Mara-Omm” tad-dixxiplu l-mah-
bub, u fih, tal-poplu 1-gdid li ha-
reg mis-sagrificcju ta’ Kristu.

29-1-84

ID-DEVOZZJIONI LEJN IL-MADONNA

trid tikseb bil-qawwa kollha.
“Fil-bidu kien il-Verb, u 1-Verb
kien ghand Alla, u 1-Verb Kkien
Alla’ jikteb San Gwann, fil-bidu ta’
I-Evangelju tieghu. U jzid: “Kol-
lox sar bih.” Kollox, Marija wkoll.
Anzi Marija fuq kollox, ghaliex,
wara l-umanitd gaddisa ta’ Kristu,
hi 'l-qofol tal-holgien, “il-gieh tad-
dinja” (innu tat-tifhir ta’ sbih il-
jum. tat-8 ta’ Dicempru), kif isel-
Imilha 1-Liturgija. :
“Kollox... ghalih kien mahlug”

(Kol 1,17), ighidilna San Pawl.



Marija wkoll. Hi giet mahluga gha-
lih: biex tkun 1-Omm gaddisa tie-
ghu, u fil-guf safi taghha ta’ Ver-
¢ni, il-Verb sar bniedem; biex tkun
dixxipiu fidil tieghu, li tghozz fit-
tezor ta’ qalbha l-kelma tieghu ta’
hajja; biex tkun il-mara gdida
hdejh, il-Bniedem gdid, il-Feddej
tal-bnedmjin kollha; biex tkun I-
arka tal-Patt li ma jinkiser qatt;
biex tkun ix-xbieha tal-poplu 1-gdid
ta’ Alla u tta’ Gerusalem il-gdida;
biex tkun l-ewwel frott tal-fidwa.

“Bih” u ‘“ghalih”, tghidilna 1-Is-
krittura. Kollox mela f’Marija jsej-
jah lil Kristu, kollox jiddependi
minnu, kollox hu mhaddan mijll-
misteru tieghu.

Sa minn, zmien, I-Appqstli, l-insa-
ra huma u jikkontemplaw 1il Gestl,
“is-Sultan tal-glorja”, u huma u
jidhlu fil-fond tal-misteru tieghu
— Iben Alla u, permezz ta’ Mari-
ja, Bin il-bniedem — gharfu x’kien
is-sehem, essenzjali ta’ Marija fl-
opra tal-fidwa. Imbaghad biz-
zmien, aktar ma hasbu fuq ir-rabta

shiha 1li kellha Marija mal-grajja
tal-hajja, tal-mewt u tal-gawmien
mill-imwiet ghas-salvazzjoni tagh-
na ta’ Gesl, bdew iharsu lejha mis-
taghgbin u mganglin, u bdew iqi-
muha b’fiducja shiha u jivveneraw-
ha bl-imhabba kollha.

Kif nafu, il-misteru ta’ Kristu li
fih ghandha l-eghruq taghha d-de-
vozzjoni lejn il-Madonna, bil-hid-
ma ta’ l-Ispirtu s-Santu, inkiteb u
gie fdat lill-Kotba mgaddsa bhala
thabbira ta’ salvazzjoni, u jsehh u
niccelebrawh bhala grajja ta’ graz-
zja fil-Liturgija mgaddsa. Tant li
jekk mnistudjaw id-doklumenti antiki
u t-Tradizzjoni, insibu li d-devoz-
zjoni lejn il-Madonna kellha 1-bidu
taghha fil-meditazzjoni fuq il-Bib-
bja u fic-celebrazzjoni tal-misteri
gaddisa. Ahng u nagharfu dan, hu-
ti eghziez, nixtiequ li d-devozzjoni
taghna lejn 1-Omm, ta’ Gesu tibga’
dejjem marbuta mal-Kelma ta’
Alla u mal-Liturgija.

5-2-1984

4. TL-PREZENZA TA’ MARIJA FIC-CELEBRAZZJONIJIET LITURGICI

Illum nixtieqg inkellimkom fugq il-
prezenza ta’ Marija fic-celebraz-
zjoni tal-Liturgija.

Kif tafu, kull celebrazzjoni litur-
gika, u l-aktar i¢-celebrazzjoni ta’
I-Ewkaristija, hi xirka u ghajn ta’
ghaqgda.

Xirka ma’ Alla, il-Missier, 1-Iben
u l-Ispirtu s-Santu. F’kull eghmil
liturgiku tasal ghandna l-gawwa
ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu li bhal xmara
ta’ haija, tfawwar mil-Liturgija
tas-sema, li Kristu rxoxt jiccelebra
ghas-sebh tal-Missier u ghas-sal-
vazzjoni tal-bniedem.

Xirka ta’ Gerusalem tas-sema
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mal-Knisja ghadha mixja mit-trigat
ta’ din id-dinja. Wagqt i¢-¢elebraz-
zjoni tal-misteri gaddisa, l-art u s-
sema jinghaqdu, ikollhom dawl
wiehed, jitheggu bl-imhapba wah-
da, ikollhom sehem, minn hajja
wahda, jinghaqdu flimkien.

Xirka, bejnietna: fil-Liturgija
nistqarru fidi wahda, ghandna, ta-
ma wahda, ahna mheggin minn im-
habba wahda. [Imganglin minn
Spirtu wiehed, nitolbu lill-Missier
wiehed, u, mistednin ghall-mejda
ta’ Kristu, niehdu sehem, 'mjinn
Kelma wahda, minn Hobza wahda,
minn Kal¢i wiehed ta’ hajja.



Imma xirka wkoll, u b’mod spe-
¢jali, ma’ Marija. Ghaliex? Ghax il-
Liturgija hi hidma ta’ Kristu u tal-
Knisja.

Hidma ta’ Kristu ghaliex Hu “I-
Qassis il-kbir”, wahdieni u veru:
mpohbi taht ix-xbihat joffri s-sagri-
ficcju, ighammed, jahfer id-dnu-
biet, igieghed idejh fuq il-morda,
ixandar il-Bxara t-tajba, ifahhar u
jsebbah lill-Missier, jitlob u jidhol
ghall-bnedmin kollha (Sacrosan-
ctum Concilium, n. 7).

Hidma tal-Knisja. (Ghaliex ‘“f’hid-
ma hekk kbira — il-glorja ta’ Alla
u - I-fidwa tal-bniedem — Kristu
jsieheb dejjem mieghu il-Knisja, I-
Gharusa mahbuba tieghu, li titlob
lil- Sidha wu bih tqgim il-Missier”
(@ibid.).

Issa 1-Vergni Marija hi haga wa-
hda ma’ Kristu, haga wahda mal-
Knisja, mhijiex mifruda minnhom.
Hi marbuta maghhom, ghalhekk
marbuta f’kull ma hu essenzjali
fil-Liturgija: ic¢-celebrazzjoni sag-
ramentali tas-salvazzjoni ghas-sebh

ta’ Alla u ghall-fidwa tal-bniedem.
' Marija ghax kienet prezenti hija

u ssehh il-grajja tal-fidwa, hi pre- -

zenti fit-tifkira taghha, 1i hi ¢-cele-
brazzjoni liturgika.

5

Tinsab hdejn il-fonti tal-Magh-
mudija, fejn jitwieldu ghall-fidi u
fl-Ispirtu s-Santu l-mempri kollha
tal-Gisem, Mistiku ta’ Kristu, gha-
liex Marija, bil-fidi taghha u bis-
setgha ta’ I-Ispirtu s-Santu, nisslet
lil Kristu, il-Kap ta’ dan il-Gisem
Mistiku. ;

Hi hdejn l-altar, waqt 1i tigi icce-
lebrata t-tifkira tal-Passjoni u l-
Qawmijien mill-imwiet, ghaliex hija
kienet prezenti waqt il-mewt ta’
Kristu li salvatna, hija u taccetta
bil-gawwa kollha tar-rieda taghha
l-pjan tal-Missier.

Hi f’kull Cenaklu -fejn bit-tge-
gchid -ta’ l-idejn u bid-dilka mgad-
dsa jinghata I-Ispirtu s-Santu lill-
insara, - ghaliex hi kienet ma’ San
Pietru u ma’ 1-Appostli l-ohra, mal-
Knisja fil-bidu taghha, meta nizel
fughom, I-Ispirtu s-Santu. Kristu,
il-Qassis il-Kbir; il-Knisja, komuni-
ta ta’ kuit: Marija hi dejjem magh-
quda maghhom it-tnejn. fil-grajja
tas-salvazzjoni u fit-tifkira liturgi-
ka taghha. Marija ghandha tkun
prezenti fil-hajja ta’ kull nisrani,
permezz ta’ devozzjoni sinciera
hierga mill-qalb.

12-2-1984

MARIJA TURI T-TRIQ GHAS-SALTNA TA’ ALLA U

GHALL-GHAQDA SHIHA BEJN L-INSARA

Kienet haga ta’ ferh kbir ghali-
ja dalghodu li inkurunajt ix-xbieha
ta’ Vergni Odegitria. Ridt b’hekk
naghti gieh lil xbieha tal-Madonna,
gadima hafna u miqgjuma hafna
mill-poplu tal-Puglie, maghrufa u
migjuma wkoll mill-abwa ortodos-
si li' ghandhom jew kellhom ix-
xorti li jghammru f'dan il-qasam
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hekk sabih ta’ pajjizkom. L-att ta’
gima tieghi lill-Vergni mgaddsa
permezz tal-gieh i tajt lil din ix-
xpbieha hekk maghrufa u hekk sa-
biha, ried ikun ukoll sinjal li jiena
naghraf u rrid immexxi ’l quddiem
dik il-hidma ekumenika 1i ghal mi-
jiet ta’ snin ilha ssir u ghadha ssir
sal-lum, bejn Griegi u Latini fid-



dawl u taht il-harsien tal-Imgad-
dsa Omm, Alla.

L-inkorcnazzjoni tax-xbihat tal-
Madonna, kif tafu, hi celebrazzjoni

antika hafna u tradizzjonali, u t-

tifsir simboliku taghha hu c¢ar haf-
na. Bl-inkoronazzjoni tax-xbihat
tal-Madonna ahna, rridu nfissru 1-
Jhajr kolly taghna ghal dik ir-“re-
galitd” spiritwali u mistika Ii, ma’
Kristu u tahtu, Marija twettaqg fuq
il-holgien kollu u fuq il-hlejjag kol-
lha ta’ l-art u tas-sema. Din hija
dik ir-“regalita” 1i ahna mnicceleb-

raw u nfakkru fis-suriet koillha

taghha, meta mghidu r-Ruzarju.
Bhal Binha Gesli, Marija hi “sul-
tana” ta’ din id-dinja, imma s-Sal-
tna ta’ Alla, li tibda f’din id-dinja
bhala 1-Knisja, tilhaq il-milja tagh-
ha f’Gerusalem tas-sema. Ghal-
hekk is-“saltna” ta’ Marija, bhas-
saltna ta’ Gesl, mhijiex saltna li
tghaddi, bhas-saltniet tad-dinja,

6.

F’din . il-laggha tieghi maghkom
kull nhar ta’ Hadd, illum nixtieq
inkompli nahseb fuq il-prezenza
ta’ Marija fic-celebrazzjonijiet- li-
turgici, li huma eghmil ta’ Kristu
u tal-Knisja, li maghhom, Marija hi
marbuta b’rabta li ma tinhall qgatt.
Minn dan: il-Knisja hi zgura fuq li
zgura, u dan tafu mijll-fidi u, biex
nghid hekk, mill-esperjenza tagh-
ha, wkoll.

II-Knisja temmen li 1-Vergni Ma-
rija mteligha s-sema hi hdejn Bin-
ha “dejjem haj biex jidhol ghali-
na”, u li mat-talb ta’ Kristu ghali-
na hi msiebha t-talba dejjem; sejra
ta’ 1-Omm; fis-sema lehen il-Ver-
gni Marija sar liturgija titlob ghall-
bnedmin uliedha, li hi tara fid-dawl

hafna minnhom spiss mijbnija fuq
l-ingustizzja u l-mohgrija, imma s-
“saltna” ta’ Marija, bhal dik ta’
Gest, kif ighidilna San Pawl, hija
“saltna ta’ gustizzja, sliem u hena
fl-Ispirtu s-Santu” (Rum,14,17).
Il-Vergni Odegitria, hija u turi-
na b’idejha lil Binha, turina liema

" hija “t-triq” lejn din is-saltna, gha-
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liex it-triq huwa Gesil. Hi wkoll
turina “t-triq”’ ghall-ghaqgda bejn 1-
insara, li mhijiex hlief li b’fehma
safja ghal kollox u f’konsistenza ta’
hajja kollha hegga, toqghod taht
ir-regalita spiritwali ta’ 'Gesu u
Marija. Jalla din il-gurnata li ghan-
dha’ tifsir ekumeniku hekk gholi,
tkun okkazjoni ghal kulhadd biex
igedded l-impenn tieghu u jsahhah
it-tama tieghu fil-mixi lejn I-ghagda
tal-insara ghat-talb tal-Vergni Ode-
gitria, taht it-tmexxija ta’ Kristu u
bil-qawwa ta’ I-Ispirtu s-Santu.
Wagqt iz-zjara f’Bari, 26-2-1984

IL-MADONNA FIL-LITURGIJA

ta’ Alla u li taghhom taf il-htigi-
jiet u t-tbatija. II-Knisja mbaghad
ghandha l-esperjenza hajja, li was-
let' ghall-milja taghha tul mijiet ta’
snin. ta’ talb, tal-prezenza, tal-Ver-
gni tal-Angli u 1-Qaddisin fil-litur-
gija. Din l-esperjenza, li nsibuha 1-
aktar fit-talb tal-Liturgija, il-Knis-
ja fissritha permezz ta’ hafna suriet
ta’ gima: fost dawn is-suriet ta’ qi-

ma nixtieq infakkar it-talb lill-Ver-

gni Marija biex tidhol ghalina bha-
la ' Ommpna, w x-xirka taghna magh-
ha. .

Kristu huwa l-medjatur wahdie-
ni taghna, izda 1-Missier ried 1 1-
imhabba ta’ Marija Vergni u Omm
tissieheb  mal-Knisja. = fil-mixja
taghha lejn is-sema. Il-Knisja ghal-



hekk trid timxi din il-mixja lejn is-
sema, flimkien ma’ Marija Omm il-
Mulej; lehienha hu l-ewwel wiehed
fit-tifhir ta’ Alla, galbha hi kollha

VBl & SO ISR e ivriaag AU N IIUTE g 2K
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7. MARIJA XEMPJU TA’ HAJJA

F’dan l-ewwel Hadd tar-Randan,
li jistedinna biex nagbdu mijll-gdid
it-trig  tal-konverzjoni, il-harsa
taghna tmur fuq Marija, xbieha
perfetta tal-Knisja, Fiha ahna na-
raw kreatura b’galb gdida, Mara
herqgana u attenta, dixxiplu 1i taf
tisma’ u titlob bla heda, Vergni li
fis-skiet tissagrifika ruhha.

Marija hi l-kreatura, tal-qalb gdi-
da 1i jhabbar il-Profeta kif kien
weghdu Alla: “Naghtikom galb
gdida u ngieghed fikom ruh gdi-
da” (Ez 36,26). Il-hajja kollha ta’
Marija fid-dinja, mit-tnissil taghha
bla tebgha ta’ dnub, Kienet dejjem
taht id-dell ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu, iz-
da l-aktar fit-thabbira. ta’ l-Anglu
réeviet mill-Ispirtu s-Santu “I-galb
gdida™ li wasslitha biex ‘togghod
dejjem ghar-rieda ta’ Alla, kapaci
taccetta I-pjan tieghu ta’ Salvaz-
zjoni u twiegeb ghalih b’fedelta
shiha tul hajjitha kollha. Hija 1I-
Vergni fidila, dik 1i tigbor fiha nfi-
sha lil Israel tal-gedem, dik li hi
xbieha minn qabel tal-Knisja,
mgharrsa ma’ Alla ghal dejjem bil-
fedelta u l-imhabba (Hos 2,21-22).

8.

“Ifirhu lil Gerusalem u thennew
biha intom ilkoll hibieb taghha”.

F’dan l-antifona tar-raba’ Hadd
tar-Randan hu gost tieghi nara I-
misteru tal-Vergni Marija, fil-ferh
u t-thatija taghha ta’ Omm, per-

LS
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hegga fl-offerta taghha stess, u tit-
henna fl-ghana ta’ radd il-hajr lil
Alla, I-gholi.

4-3-1984

!
|
T i s

‘GHALL-INSARA

Marija hija 1-Mara hergana u at-
tenta ghall-htigijiet spiritwali u
materjali ta’ hutha. [L-Evangelju
jurina b’liema herga marret izzur
lill-gariba, taghha Elisabetta, b’lie-
ma prudenza mndahlet fit-tieg ta’
Kana biex tferrah zewg gharajjes,
b’liema mhabba ta’ omm, lagghet
bhala, binha hdejn is-salib id-dixxi-
plu I-mahbub u l-mifdijin kollha.
Ahna zguri i mijs-semga hi ghad-
ha tidhol ghalina ahna itturufnati
wlied Eva.

Marija, hi d-dixxiplu li ghexet 1-
Evangelju sas-sagrific¢cju u l-mar-
tirju tas-“sejf” 1i Xmun habbrilha
fit-tempju, hija u ssieheb is-sagri-
ficcju taghha bla tixrid ta’ demm,
mas-sagrificcju ta’ Binha bit-tixrid
ta’ Demmu kollu fuq is-salib. Qud-
diem, l-istedina ta’ Alla li kellha
thawwadha, ma hasbithiex darb-
tejn biex tghid dak 1-“Iva’” taghha
dak in-nhar tat-thabbira ta’ 1-Ang-
lu, biex impaghad ikun I1-“Iva”
taghha u tal-bnedmin kollha f’jum,
il-Ghid.

11-3-1984

IL-MADONNA U T-TBATIJA TAL-BNIEDEM

mezz tal-kliem tal-profeta Isaija, li
I-Liturgija, tapplikah ghall-Knisja.
Dan, ghax 'Marija hija 1-Bint vera
ta’ Sijon, u fiha tigbor il-gid spi-
ritwali kollu ta’ Gerusalem, tal-qe-
dem, bidu u milja tal-Knisja ta’



Kristu, dan ghax Marija hi 1-Eva I-
gdida, l-omm, vera tal-hajjin kollha.

Hi bhala Bint Sijon, bhala Eva
l-gdida, * illum tistedinna nifirhu.
Ma nistghux nifhmu t-tbatija tal-
bniedem, jekk ma ngisux l-hena li
tlifna; it-tbatija ma tfisser xejn
jekk ma ngisux il-hena 1i hemm
imwieghed lilna. “Ifrah, Gerusa-
lem!”

It-tbatijiet ta’ ‘Gerusaiem 1i fug-
hom, tkellmu Il-profeti gew fugha
ghaliex uliedha ma zammewx kel-
mthomma’ Alla, u dan gab fughom
il-kastig ta’ Alla u l-ezilju ’l boghod
mjinn pajjizhom, It-tbatija ta’ din

il-Bint gdida ta’ Sijon, Marija, gejja

mijll-kotra tad-dnubiet ta’ Il-ulied
kollha ta’ Adam, dnubiet li wasslu
ghat-tkeccija taghna mill-genna ta’
l-art.

F’Marija. ghalhekk jidher, b’mod
ma hawnx iehor bhalu, il-misteru
tat-tbatija bhala mezz ta’ fidwa, u
t-tifsir shih tas-solidarjeta tal-
bnedmin ma’ xulxin. Il-Madonna
ma sofrietx ghaliha, ghax hi kienet

kollha gmiel, u minn dejjem bla
tebgha; sofriet ghalina, ghax hija
Omm kulhadd. Bhal Kristu L
tghabba bit-tigrib u n-niket taghna
kollu (Is 53.4) hi garrbet it-tbatija
tal-hilas biex bhala Omm, taghtina
twelid gdid ghal Alla. It-tbatijiet
ta’ Marija, Eva l-gdida, mat-tbati-
jiet ta’ Kristu, 1-Adam, ii-gdid, kie-
nu u ghadhom it-triq 1i twassal
ghall-hbiberija mill-gdid tad-dinja
ma’ Alla. “Ifirhu lil Gerusalem!

Agbzu bil-ferh intom ilkoll li gsam-

tu s-swied il-qalb maghha.”
Fil-figura tal-Vergni Omm, im-
garrba mit-tbatijiet minhabba n-
nuggasijiet ta’ wliedha, izda mis-
tiedna biex tifrah ghall-fidwa, tagh-
hom, isib postu wkoll in-niket tagh-
na: Ahna wkoll nistghu nkunu tik-
ka zghira minn dak it-tezor bla
gies li hi 1-Fidwa tad-dinja (Salvi-
fici doloris n.71) biex ohrajn ukoll
ikunu jistghu jkollhom sehem minn
dan it-tezor u jaslu ghall-mjlja tal-
ferh 1i kisbilna.
1-4-1984

APPELL TAL-PAPA GHALL-JUM IL-VOKAZZJONIJIET 1984

Eghziez huti fl-Episkopat.
Eghziez uliedi mxerdin mad-dinja
kollha.

1. B’tama kbira ndur lejkom
biex nistedinkom ticcelebraw b’fidi
mgedda u b’tisjib shih il-XXI JUM
DINJI TA’ TALB GHALL-VOKAZ-
ZJONIJIET. Bhala Raghaj tal-Knis-
ja kollha, niftah qgalbi maghkom
biex nghidilkom bit-thassib tieghi
ha jizdiedu tassew il-vokazzjonijiet
ghas-sacerdozju, ghall-hajja religju-
za u ghall-hajja missjunarja. Dan
hu problema ta’ importanza kbira
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kemm ghax-xirka ta’ dawk li jem-
mnu u kemm ghall-bnedmin kollha
tad-dinja. U 1-Jum tal-Viokazzjoni-
jiet li gej huwa okkazjoni mill-is-
bah ghalina lkoll, raghajja u nsara,
biex nagharfu ahjar x’inhuma r-res-
ponsabbiltajiet ' taghna lkoll biex
b’qalb kbira naghmlu dak li I-Mulej
stess iridna naghmlu.

Fir-raba’ Hadd ta’ 1-Ghid, bejn iz-
zewg .solennitajiet ta’ 1-Ghid u ta’
Ghid il-Hamsin, dan il-Jum ta’ Talb
ghall-Vokazzjonijiet jikseb dawl
gdid u tama gdida minn dawn iz-
zewg festi kbar. F’dan ir-raba’ Hadd



ta’ 1-Ghid 1-Evangelju skond San
Gwann ipoggilna quddiemna d-deh-
ra tar-Raghaj it-tajjeb: “Hu jsejjah
in-nghag tieghu wahda wahda b’is-
imhom, u johroghom, barra. U meta
johreg in-nghag tieghu huwa jmur
quddiemhom u n-nghag jimxu wa-
rajh ghax jisimghu lehnu’” (Gw. 10.
3-4).

Ir-Raghaj it-tajjeb, Kristu Rxoxt,
iwettaq bid-dieher il-prezenza tie-
ghu fost il-familja mgedda tal-bned-
min permezz ta’ dawk li tul il-graj-
ja tad-dinja hu bla heda jibghat
biex ikomplu l-hidma tieghu ghas-
salvazzjoni taghna. IHlum ukoll hu-
wa jinsab haj fostna u jieghel lil
kuil wiehed minna jisma’ lehnu u
jgarrab imhabbtu. Ir-raghaj it-taj-
jeb hsiebu dejjem li jkabbar il-mer-
hla tieghu. Hemm nghag ohra li
mhumiex fil-merhla (:w 10. 14).

Quddiemu ghandu dejjem il-
gaghda drammatika tal-gtajja’ Ii,
f’kull zmien huma “mdejga u mit-
luga bhal nghag bla raghaj”, li
jgaghluh ighid: “Il-hsad kbir, izda 1-
haddiema ftit” (Mt. 9. 36-37). Din
it-tnehida mnikkta tal-Qalb ta’ Ge-
st nisimghuha tul iz-zmienijiet u
tolgotna fil-fond ta’ qalbna. Min jis-
ta’ jibga’ ma jimpurtahx meta jara
kemm ta’ l-ghageb gieghda tizdied
il-htiega tax-xandir ta’ 1-Evangelju?
I1-Feddej taghna jsejjah lil kulhadd
biex ighin halli ma jkunx hemm
gatt nuqgas ta’ haddiema ta’ I-
Evangelju, halli jkun hemm dejjem
ingiel u nisa lesti biex jikkonsagraw
rubhom kollhom kemm huma ghall-
gadi tal-Poplu ta’ Alla

2. TALB. Ic¢-celebrazzjoni ta’
Jum il-Vokazzjonijiet titlob gabel
xejn li nifhmu malajr kemm jiswa
l-kmand ta’ Gesu: “Itolbu mela lil
sid il-hsad biex jibghat haddiema
ghall-hsad tieghu” (Mt. 9. 38). Din
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mhijiex stedina biss. Hi aktar
kmand li jisfidana fil-fidi taghna u
jolgot il-kuxjenza taghna bhala
mghammdin. Kulhadd ghandu jif-
hem 1i t-talb ghandna dejjem ingi-
suh bhala l-ewwel gadi, u qadi li
ma nistghux ma naghmlux favur il-
viokazzjonijiet. Hu mehtieg hafna
talb ghax kbira hi l-htiega ta’ sa-
cerdoti, djakni, patrijiet u sorijiet,
membri ta’ l-istituti sekulari u mis-
sjunarji. Ghalhekk nistedinkom il-
koli, lilkom li tinsabu mxerrdin
mad-dinja kollha, biex titolbu, u
titolbu hafna, u titolbu bla ma tie-
gfu ghal vokazzjonijiet, ghax din
hi haga li telqot fil-laham il-haj dak
li jagbel lis-Saltna ta’ Alla. Jalla
Jum il-Vickazzjonijiet igangal fil-
Knisja dik il-hegga spiritwali 1i kell-
hom l-ewwel dixxipli migburin fic-
Cenaklu jistennew il-migja ta’ 1-Is-
pirtu s-Santu: “ilkoll galb wahda
kienu jitolbu flimkien ma’ xi nisa,
u ma’ Marija omm Gest, u ma’ hu-
tu” (Atti 1, 14).

Jalla kull komunitd nisranija
tkun ¢enaklu ta’ talb ghall-vokaz-
zjonijiet, il-komunita tad-djocesi,
il-parrocéa, il-komunitajiet relig-
juzi, il-familji nsara, il-gruppi ek-
klezjali, u kull realta ohra tal-Pop-
Iu ta’ Alla.

It-tama tal-Knisja kollha u tal-
familja kollha tal-bnedmin gieghed
fit-talb 1i ma jieqaf qatt mad-dinja
kollha, ta'b l-aktar quddiem Gesu
fl-Ewkaristija, il-ghajn tas-sacer-
dozju ministerjali u tal-vokazzjo-
nijiet kollha. Kristu tana kelmtu u
mhuwiex sejjer jichadilna dak li hu
stess qalilna biex nitolbuhulu.

3. HIDMA. L-insistenza li Gesu
jaghmlilna biex nitolbu ma jfissirx
li ma ghandna naghmlu xejn aktar
u hekk nehilsu mir-responsabbilta-
jiet l-ohra taghna. Angzi, il-Mulej



irid 1li, . flimkien mat-talb haj u
maghmul tajjeb, ghandu jkun
hemm ukoll il-hidma u s-sehem
taghna. Gesu stess mhux biss jit-
lob u jikkmandana nitolbu, imma
fl-istess hin ukoll liill-Appostli u d-
dixxipli tieghu jsejnilhom, iraw-
wimhom u jistedinhom biex imor-
ru jhabbru l-Bxara t-tajba. Il-Kon-
¢ilju Vatikan II fakkar li huwa d-
dmir tal-kommunita kollha nisra-
nija taghti sehem; shih ghat-tkattir
tal-vekazzjonijiet (ara Optatam to-
tius, 2). Gha'hekk kull min hu
mghammed, skond il-qaghda tie-
ghu, ghandu jaghti sehemu, bis-
serjeta kollha, bl-ghajnuna ta’ Al-
la, f’din il-hidma tal-Knisja f’dan
il-qasam hekk importanti tal-hajja
taghha u tal-gejjieni taghha. B’'mod
specjali huwa responsabbli ta’ dan
l-isqgfijiet, is-saterdoti, id-djakni,
dawk 1i ikkonsagraw ruhhom lil
Alla, dawk li jghalimu, u, gabel
kulhadd, il-familji nsara — Lilkom,
huti eghziez fl-episkopat, li, bhar-
Raghaj it-tajjeb, b’imhabba u tre-
ghid tiehdu hsieb il-merhla fdata
lilkom, inrodd hajr flimkien mal-
Knisja kollha ghat-thabrik ezemp-
lari taghkom biex fil-kemunitajiet
taghkom joktru l-vokazzjonijiet.
Prova c¢ara ta’ dan huma l-pro-
grammi ta’ hidma li intom hejjejtu
jew geghdin thejju u ggeddu ghad-
djocesijiet taghkom.

11-Mulej qieghed jaghti lill-Knis-
ja hafna frott gdid fl-ghalqa tal-
vokazzjonijiet. F’xi pajjizi jidher
car li l-vokazzjcnijiet geghdin jok-
tru, u ta’ dan gatt ma nistghu
nroddu hajr bizzejjed lil Alla.
Dawn is-sinjali ta’ tama ghand-
hom  iheggukom biex tkomplu
mexjin ’il quddiem bil-hegga koll-
ha u bil-kuragg f'hidma ta’ siwi.
Intom u timxu fuq il-pjan ta’ hid-

ma li gie propost lilkom fid-doku-
ment 1i hareg mit-tieni Kungress
Internazzjonali dwar il-kura pasto-
rali tal-vokazzjonijiet li sar f’Mej-
ju 1981, sejhu lil kull min hu im-
penjat fl-appostolat u gieghelu 1-
ogsma kollha jinteressaw ruhhom
f’dan il-qadi li kuljum ghandu ak-
tar jinxtered, u jkun aktar metodi-
ku u ingisiv.

— Inkellem issa lil dawk kollha
li geghdin ighinu lill-isgfijiet f’din
il-hidma hekk delikata: is-sacer-
doti, id-djakni, il-patrijiet u s-sori-
jiet, il-membri ta’ l-istituti sekula-
ra, l-animaturi u dawk li huma res-
ponsabbli tal-vokazzjonijiet. Naf
bizzejjed x’sehem qeghdin taghtu
u x’tistghu taghtu bix-xhieda fer-
rieha taghkom u bil-hidma appos-
tolika taghkom, li gieghda tikseb
is-siwi kollu taghha bit-talb tagh-
kom li ma jieqaf gatt. Nixtieq ghal-
hekk mnaghmlilkom rakkomandaz-
zjoni li hi tassew ghal qalbi: hab-
bru bil-kuragg kollu lil Kristu li

' jseijah; hu ghadu jsejjah kif kien
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isejjah fl-imghoddi u jingeda bina
biex is-sejha tieghu tasal fejn
ghandha tasal. Habbruh ghalhekk
fil-komunitajiet insara, habbruh
bil-gawwa Kkollha l-aktar liz-zgha-
zagh. F’hafna postijiet geghdin ji-
tilghu zghazagh gcdda, gqalbhom
miftuha ghat-talb u geghdin ifittxu
’l Alla, imxenngin 1i jkollhom
sehem fil-hajja tal-Knisja u tas-
socjeta. Thalluhomx jaqtghu galb-
hom mit-tamiet taghhom. Kunu
ghalhekk habbara tar-rieda ta’ Al-
la u sejhu bil-kuragg kollu;

— u issa, intom zghazagh li
geghdin thejju ruhkom ghas-sacer-
dozju jew ighall-professjoni tal-
kunsiili evangeli¢i: intom, tistghu
tkunu ghaz-zghazagh l-chra stedi-
na cara ta’ "vokazzjoni. Kull min



intebah li s-sejha ta’ Kristu hi I-
agwa gid tal-hajja jhoss li ghandu
jghid b’dan lill-ohrajn. L-Appostlu
San Andrija dan ghamel meta was-
sal lil huh Xmun Pietru ghand Ge-
su (ara Gw. 1, 41). Gheziez semi-
naristi u intom ilkoll li geghdin
thejju ruhkom ghall-hajja ikkonsa-
grata lil Alla, xerrdu madwarkom
l-ideali li geghdin iganqlulkom haj-
jitkom u kunu fid-dinja tal-lum I-
ewwel animaturi tal-vokazzjoni-
jiet!

4. Nixtieq issa nfakkar lill-fa-
milji nsara fis-siwi ma hemmx
bhalu tal-hidma u ta’ Il-impenn
taghhom. Gheziez genituri nsara,
intom issehibtu ma’ Alla biex tagh-
tu l-hajja lil hlejjaq. godda, kunu
afu wkoll kif tahdmu ma’ Alla biex
tghinu lil uliedkom ha jagharfu u
jtemmu Il-missjoni li Alla jrid jafda
lil kull wiehed minnhom. F’dan in-
tom tkunu turu bl-agwa mod l-im-
habba taghkom ghalihom. Il-vo-
kazzjoni hi rigal kbir mhux biss
ghal min jirceviha imma wkoll
ghall-genituri tieghu.

Biex taqdu dan id-dmir hekk
kbir u iebes, inheggigkom biex
tkunu fidili ghall-vokazzjoni 1i in-
tom ircevejtu fis-sagrament taz-
zwieg. TItolbu hafna fi hdan il-fa-
mijlja taghkom; intom ukoll tehtie-
gu li tigu mdawwlin minn Alla biex
tagharfu x’irid u twiegbu bil-galb
kollha ghar-rieda tieghu.

5. U fl-ahharnett inkellem lil-
kom, tfal, subien u bniet, intom iz-
zghazagh u intom ukoll i ma tantx
ghadkom zghazagh, intom li tinsa-
bu Pmument decisiv ta’ hajjitkom
u tridu taghmlu I-ghazliet tagh-
kom. Nixtieq niltaga’ ma’ kull wie-
hed u wahda minnkom, ghal ras-
kom, insejhilkom b’isimkom, inkel-
limkom qalb ma’ qalb fuq hwejjeg
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importanti mhux biss ghalikom,
imma ghall-familja kollha tal-bned-
min.

Nixtieq kieku nistagsi 1lil kull
wiehed u wahda minnkom x’se
taghmiu b’hajjitkom, X’inhuma
hsibijietkom ghall-gejjieni.  Qatt
hsibtu 1i toffru hajjitkom kollha
kemm hi lil Kristu? Tahsbu li
hemm xi haga aqwa milli twassal
lil Gestt lin-nies, v, n-nies ghand
Gesti? Jum il-Vokazzjonijiet hu ok-
kazjoni mill-ahjar biex titolbu u
tahsbu fuq argumenti importanti
bhal dawn. Haga cara 1li t-talb
ghall-vokazzjonijiet ma jfissirx biss
talb ghall-vokazzjonijiet ta’ l-oh-
rajn. Ghal kulhadd, imma Il-aktar
ghalikom, ifisser timpenjaw ruh-
kom! direttament biex toffru lilkom
infuskom lil Kristu lesti li twiegbu
ghas-sejha tieghu jekk irid isejhil-
kom. Intom ga tafu li jehtiegkom
ha tkomplu l-missjoni tieghu ta’
salvazzjoni. Se tibgghu ma jimpur-
takomx u ma taghmlu xejn?

Illum, zghazagh tieghi, hafna
huma l-ilhna li jridu jidhlu fil-kux-
jenza taghkom. Kif tistghu taghar-
fu dak il-Lehen li jaghti t-tifsira
vera lil hajjitkom? Gest jhallikom
thossuh fis-skiet u fit-talb. F’din -
intimita mieghu kull wiehed u wah-
da minnkom tkunu tistghu tinteb-
hu bl-istedina, helwa u soda, tar-
Raghaj it-tajjeb li gieghed ighidil-
kom: “Ejja warajja” (Ara Mt. 2,14;
Lgieo:27):

Hafna minnkom huma msejhin
biex jezercitaw is-sagrificcju ta’
Kristu; ohrajn biex jaghtu ruhhom
kollhom kemm huma ghall-hajja
ta’ safa, fagar u ubbidjenza; haf-
na biex imorru missjunarji fil-paj-
jizi kollha. Hafna zghazagh huma
msejhin biex ihobbu biss lil Kristu,
I-Gharus wahdieni ta’ hajjithom.



Kull sejha hija grajja ta’ mhabba,
ma hemmx ohra bhalha.

X’se twiegbu? Ma, ghandkomx il-
kuragg tghidu: “Iva”? Thossukom
wehidkom? Tistagsu lilkom infus-
kom jistax ikun li taghtu lilkom in-
fuskom kollkom kemm intom biex
timxu biss wara ‘Gesu hajjitkom
kollha?

Jekk isejhilkom, u jighbidkom
lejh, kunu zguri li qatt ma hu se
jitlagkom, Nagraw spiss fl-Evangel-
ju: “Tibzghux!” (ara Mt. 14,27;
Mk 6,30); ‘“Ma mnhallikomx iltie-
ma” (Gw. 14,18). B’dan irid ifis-
ser li hu jaf bid-diffikultajiet tagh-
kom, u lil dawk 1i hu jsejjah jaghti-
hom il-qawwa u l-kuragg biex
jeghilbu dawn id-diffikultajiet.
Gestt hu kollox fhajjitna. Ghal-
hekk afdaw ruhkom lilu.

6. Feghlug dawn il-hsibijiet
tieghi u dan il-kliem, tieghi biex in-
heggigkom, nistedinkom, eghziez
huti, biex f’ghagda shiha bejniet-
kom taghmlu din it-talba:

O Gesu, o Raghaj tajjeb taghna,
ilga’ t-tifhir u r-radd il-hajr umli
taghna ghall-vickazzjonijiet kollha
li, permezz ta’ l-Ispirtu gaddis tie-
ghek, int taghti b’idejk miftuha u
bla heda lill-Knisja tieghek. Ghin
lill-isgfijiet, lis-saterdoti, lill-mis-
sjunarji u lil dakk kollha li ikkon-
sagraw ruhhom lilek: aghmel li
jkunu jistghu jaghtu ezempju mill-
aqwa ta’ hajja skond 1-Evangelju.
Qawwi u sahhah sa l-ahhar il-feh-
ma ta’ dawk li geghdin ihejju ruh-
hom ghas-sacerdozju jew ghall-
hajja ikkonsagrata lilek. Kattar I-
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ghadd tal-haddiema ta’ 1-Evangelju
li jhabbru ismek lill-gnus kollha.
Hu hsieb iz-zghar kollha tal-familji
taghna u tal-komunitajiet taghna;
aghmel 1i jkunu lesti jigu warajk
b’qalbhom Kkollha, Illum wukoll itfa’
harstek fughom u sejhilnom. Aghti
lil dawk kollha li ssejjah il-gawwa
li jhallu kollox biex jaghzlu biss
lilek 1i int l-Imhabba wera. Ahfer
in-nuqqas ta’ twegib u n-naqgqas ta’
fedelta ta’ dawk li sejjaht.

Ilga’, o Gesu, it-talba li geghdin
naghmlulek  bl-intercessjoni tal-
Vergni Marija, Ommok u Sultana
ta’ l-Appostli. Hi li emmnet u
wiegbet b’qalbha kollha, hi r-ragu-
ni tal-ferh taghna; aghmel 1i hi
tkun dejjem hdejn dawk li int is-
sejjah ghall-qadi shih tas-Saltna
tieghek bl-ezempju taghha. Amen.

Zgur li 1-Mulej irid jisma’ t-talb
tal-Knisja tieghu. Nitlob kotra ta’
grazzji -mis-sema fuqkom, ilkoll,
huti gheziez fl-episkopat, fuq is-
sacerdoti, fuq il-patrijiet, fuq is-so-
rijiet, fug il-poplu misrani kollu, u
b'mod specjali fuq dawk 1i gegh-
din ihejju ruhhom ghall-Ordni
Sagri u ghall-hajja ikkonsagrata u
fuq dawk li b’qalbhom kollha gegh-
din igibu ’l quddiem u jkattru I-
chadd tal-vokazzjonijiet: b’qalbi
kollha naghtikom il-barka apposto-
lika tieghi.

Mill-Vatikan, nhar il-11 ta’ Frar,
nhar it-tifkira liturgika tal-Imgad-
dsa Vergni Marija ta‘ Lourdes, fis-
sena 1984, is-sitt sena tal-pontifi-
kat.

Ioannes Paulus pp II



ITTRA TAL-KONGREGAZZJONI GHAS-SAGRAMENTI U L-KULT DIVIN
FUQ SANTA TEREZA TA’ GESU’

Prot. CD 487/84
Romae, die 17 februarii 1984
E.me Domine, - :
pro officio mihi peculariter commisso certiorem Te reddo Secretariam
Status, litteris die 15 februarii 1984 idatis (Pot. N. 120.136), in notitiam
huius Dicasterii pertulisse deliberationem Summi Pontificis Ioannis
Pauli II, statuentis Sanctam Teresiam de Avila, virginem et Ecclesiae doc-
torem, “in textibus liturgicis indicandam esse nomine ac titulo ‘Sancta
Teresia a Tesu’.”
Dum ad notitiam et normam haec Tecum communico, iuvat me hac
opportunitate uti, ut E.tiae Tuae Rev.mae me libenter profitear.
addictissimum in Domino
Iosephum, Card. Casoria,
Praefectum
T Vergilium Noe
Archiep. tit. Voncariensem a Secretis

Ghalhekk fil-kotba liturgici taghna trid issir din il-korrezzjoni:
SANTA TEREZA TA’ GESU’.
Il-kRotba liturgici huma dawn:

Brevjar pag. 1922; Librett IX tal-Brevjar pag. 177; Sagramentarju

pag. 550; Litaniji (fis- Sagramentar;u) pp. 701, 711, 722, 780, 796, 836, 842,
1032, 1048, 1069.

XVI CONGRESSUS MARIANUS‘INTERNAT‘I‘ONAlLIS
Malta — 1983

P s \
RECONCILIATION IN CHRIST AND MARY,
MOTHER OF RECONCILIATION

Mgr. Carmelo CASSAR (Malita)

At the dawn of the Christian Today Malta is welcoming nume-
era, the inhabitants of Malta wel- rous other distinguished visitors.
comed in their midst two great ex- They come from many countries on
ponents of the Christian faith. They the footsteps of Paul and Luke to
welcomed Paul, the Apostle of the honour Mary, Mother of reconcilia-
Gentiles, who brought with him tion. The Church which is in Malta
“the word of reconciliation”, and welcomes them as brethren in the
they greeted Luke, Paul’s fellow- faith and joins them, in praying for
worker and Christianity’s first Mar- reconciliation at home and abroad.
ian doctor, The mention of reconciliation
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will probably bring to mind the
painful thought of the many divi-
sions that exist in our society and
in the world. Omne thinks in this
connection of divisions both be-
tween individuals or groups and
between classes, races and states.
One will of course rememper the
unfortunate division of the world
in, rival blocks, and the consequent
cold war and armgs race. One will
certainly not forget the bloody
conflicts that from time to time
flare up in one place or another,
some cof which are raging even
now while we are speaking. There
are then the innumerable acts of
terrorism, violence and crime, the
exploitation and the oppression of
millions of people, and the wide-
spread violation of the fundamen-
tal rights of man. One is tempted
to say that in our strife-ridden
world there seems to be no end to
man’s inhumanity to man. All well-
meaning men would like these
evils to stop once and for all. All
are anxious to see bad relations
being replaced by concord, hosti-
lity by peace, and tension by coo-
peration. To many people this is
what reconciliation is all about.
However, as Christians we are
bound to go considerably further
than that. In fact we are convinced
that underlying all the divisions
which exist within man and among
men, there is a more radical rift
that ultimately accounts for them,
and that therefore needs to be
healed. before all else. It is of
course the tragic rift between man
and his Maker. By neglecting God
and God’s law, as he notoriously
does, man is bound to harm him-
self and his neighbour. It therefore
follows that there can be no true
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reconciliation, and, no lasting peace
among men unless and until man
reconciles himself to God. Such re-
conciliation changes man’s whole
attitude. It involves what Scripture
calls a change of heart. Can man
do as much all by himself?

According to Scripture the re-
concilation of man to God is God’s
own exclusive initiative, and a
pure gift of grace. In granting this
gift, God behaves toward man as
a father toward his son.

God’s Fatherhood

The natural rapport between
father and son is one of the nob-
lest of human relations. On the
side of the father it is character-
ised by generous, constant love. It
may happen, and sometimes it
does happen that the son is un-
grateful or undeserving. Despite
that, the father deces not cease to
be father. He has an inner need to
be consistent with his mnature as
father, and therefore toc be faith-
ful in love. So he does not rest
until his son is reconciled and re-
ciprocates his love. — There is a
very moving example of this in the
Second Book of Samuel (ch. 18).
Absalom, had revolted against Da-
vid, his father, and sought his. life
to usurp his throne. A fierce battle
followed between his and his
father’s supporters, while David
impatiently waited for the out-
come. To be sure, he did not much
care for success; all he was anxious
about was the safety of his son.
When news was brought to him of
Absalom’s death, he could not be
consoled. His grief for the loss of
his unworthy son turned wvictory
into bitterness. '

Scripture sees thig kind of father-



ly feeling as an analogy of God’s
loving care for sinful man. By sin
man compmits treason against
God’s majesty. Yet God’s faithful
love for man does not slack, sin

notwithstanding. Like a true
father, God is merciful, clement
and ready to forgive. He truly

cares for man and is all bent to
retrieve and to save him.

For their experience of God’s
dealings with them, the ancient
Israelites learned to call God their
Father. Thus, for example, one of
their prophets addresses God, say-
ing: “Thou art our Father... Thou,
O Lord, art our Father; our Re-
deemer from of old is thy name”
(Is 63,16. Cf Dt 14,1; Jer 31,9).

Unlike the heathens of their
time, the ancient Israelites did not
think of God’s fatherhood in their
regard in a naturalistic or mythic
sense, as if they were his physical
offspring. Instead they thought of
God’s fatherhood in termg of his
election of them as his Pecple and
of his convenant with them. To
call God, their Father was for them
a, way of saying that he had creat-
ed them as a People, wanted to
save them, and showed them abid-
ing love and mercy. The same title
also reminded them, of their obli-
gation to be faithful to the cove-
nant, to obey God’s law, and to re-
spect cne another. So the prophet
Malachi asks: “Have we not all one
Father? Has not God created us?
Why then are we faithless to one
another, profaning the covenant of
our fathers?”” (Mal 2,10).

Although to a large extent this
idea of the fatherhood of God was
metaphorical, it was taken up and
further developed by Jesus in the
New Testament. It recurs like a

leit motif in the gospels, but now-
here is it put to better use than in
the well-known parable of the pro-
digal son (Lk 15). The father in
that parable is an offended man
who, nevertheless, counts for
nought the offence received, if
only he can retrieve his fugitive
son. When, at last that son, comges
back, he does not find an angry
father who needs to be reconciled.
Instead he [finds a longing father,

- who not only accepts him, as he is,
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but also embrances him, with out-
stretched arms and celebrates his
return with festive joy. By this
Jesus intends to say that God is
like that father: he does not need
to be reconciled to the sinner, but
the other way round. However in
the second part of the parable con-
cerning the reaction of the elder
son, Jesus suggests other ideas as
well. In Jesus’ account, the rela-
tions to their father are apparently
very different: the younger son
deserts his father, while the elder
son, stays always with him. Yet
Jesus shows that the difference is
more apparent than real. Despite
his staying always in his father’s
home, the elder son remained a
complete stranger to the feelings
of his father. Misjudging his
father’s heart, he ended by offend-
ing his father no less grievously
than his brother had done, not in-
deed by abandoning his father, but
by despising his father’s other
son. He was therefore as unworthy
of his father’s love as his brother.
By the example aof these brothers,
Jesus seemgs to suggest two things:
he suggests that all the sons of cur
heavenly Father are in one way or
another unworthy of his gratuitous
love and consequently need for-



giveness; he further makes it very
clear that any man’s reconcilia-
tion to God demands his unstint-
ing reconciliation to his brother.
This latter point was so important
to Jesus that he repeated it many
times in different contexts. On one
occasion he admonished his listen-
ers with the well-known words,
saying: “If you are offering your
gift at the altar, and there remem-
ber that your brother has some-
thing against you, leave your gift
there before the altar and go; first
be reconciled to your brother, and
then come and offer your gift”
(Mt. 5, 23-24).

Hayving thus drawn from, the old -

idea of God’s fatherhood all its
practical consequences, Jesus be-
gan to develop it further, until he
gave it a new and deeper meaning.
Jesus struck his contemporaries
by calling God ‘“Abba, Father”.
The term expressed the greatest
intimacy withr God. Never had a
Jew dared to address God like that.
Furthermore, though publicly re-
ferring to God as the Father of all
men, Jesus nevertheless carefully
distinguished between “My Father
and your Father” (Cf Jn 20,17). He
taught his disciples how to pray
God calling him [Father, but he
never joined them in commonly
saying “Our Father” with  them.
Thus in various ways he suggested
that his relationship to God was
different from theirs . Indeed God
was his Father not metaphorically,
as in their case, but truly in a
strictly proper sense. Hence in
Jesus’ own and exclusive regard,
the fatherhood of God was reveal-
ed as a mysterious sublime reality.
Jesus was in truth the only-begot-
ten Son of God. He alone knew
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the Father and thefore could reveal
him. The work which the Father
had given him to do was to reveal
his name.

The revelation of the Father in
the Son shone with full brightness
when Jesus rose from the dead and
gave the Spirit to his disciples. It
then also transpired that “to those
who received him, who believed in
his name, Jesus gave the power to
become children of God” (Jn 1,12).
Thus the full revelation of the
fatherhood of God uncovered new
depths of meaning in God’s initia-
tive to reconcile man. On the part
of God, reconciliation meant the
sending in the world of God’s in-
carnate Son. Onl the part of man it
meant the elevation to the dignity
of adoptive divine sonship.

Reconciliation in the Son

The incarnation of the ‘Son can
only be described as God’s most
decisive step to resoncile man. In
Jesus Christ the Son of God be-
came the Son of Man. He ‘“who is
in the bosom, of the Father” (Jn
1,18) was “born of woman” (Gal
4,4). He who was “in the form of
God” put on the ‘“form of servant”
(Phil 2,6f). He who “reflects the
glory of God and bears the very
stamp of his nature” (Heb 1,3)
came “in the likeness of sinful
flesh” (Rom 8,3). For indeed ‘the
Word was made flesh” (Jn 1,24).
When that happened, the two ex-
tremes — God and man — were
joined together and united in a sin-
gle person. That hypostatic union
was a covenant of friendship; it
meant irreversible peace Hence the
incarnation of the Son is the radi-
cal reconciliation of God and man.

Good had previously communicat-



ed with men many times and in
various ways. Israel had exper-
ienced this saving presence and
boasted that no other nation had
gods as near to her as Yahweh was
close to her. She could point to the
tent of the meeting, the pillar of
cloud or of fire, the ark and
especially the Temple as eloquent
symbols of God’s presence in her
midst. She was also justly proud of
possessing God’s word — the Law
and the prophetic words. Un-
deniably all these were remarkable
signs of God’s favour Yet they all
almost pale into insignificance
when compared to what God did in
Jesus Christ. For Jesus is the Im-
manuel, God-with-us. In him “all
the fulness of God was pleased to
dwell” (Col 1,19). His human flesh
is a sacrament of “the image of
the invisible God” (Col 1,15). It is a
sign and instrument of God him-
self personally present among
men. Jesus was the true and living
Temple of God. Henceforth com-
munication with the Father was to
be in and through him.

The Son whom the Father sent
in the flesh communicated with
men by sharing their life and by
being like them in all things ex-
cept sin. Unlike the Baptist, who
withdrew to the desert, Jesus
mixed with men, wvisited them in
their homes, and regularly shared
table-fellowship with them. Some
were even scandalised by such
closeness and called him, the friend
of publicans and sinners. He in
fact saw himself as the physician
tending the sick, or as the shep-
herd looking for the stray sheep.

By whatever he did, Jesus pro-
moted the reconciliation of men to
God. He announced the gospel of
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salvation to the poor. He healed
the sick, cast out devils and for-
gave sins. To the out-casts and the
despised, and to all whom the
Father drew to him, he gave an un-

precedented sense of liberation and

hope. In his presence and actions
men experienced a unique saving
encounter with God.

Jesus achieved the liberation of
men when, like the Good Shepherd
he was, he freely gave his life for
those he loved. Scripture affirms
that the shedding of Jesus’ blood
and his death on the cross were
necessary for the reconciliation of
men to God. Why was it so, one
may ask? Was it to render God
propitious to men? Scripture
clearly shows that this was not the
case. We read in fact: -

“For the mountains may de-
part and the hills be removed, but
my steadfast love shall not depart
from you, and my covenant of
peace shall not be removed, says
the Lord, who has compassion on
you” (Is 54,10).

“I have loved you with an ever-
lasting love; therefore I have con-
tinued my faithfulness to you”
Jer'31,3).

“As a father pities his children,
so the Lord pities those who fear
him” (Ps 103,13).

“Can a woman forget her suck-
ling child, that she should have no
compasison on the son of her
womb? Even these may forget, yet
I will not forget you. Behold, I
have graven youw on the palms of
my hands” (Is 49,15-16).

So God is not an angry avenger
meting out punishment for offences
received. On the contrary he is a
loving Father who seeks reconcil- -
iation and effectively procures it.



It is he who shows mercy and for-
gives. It is equally he who provides
for the expiation or purification of
sins.

The means which God ‘providesy

to wipe away men’s sins, —
strange as it may seem, to us, — is
the bloed of his incarnate Son. In
fact, as is well known, blood to the
ancient Israelites meant life, and
life, according to Scripture, belongs
to God alone. Wherefore Scripture
says that there is not remission of
sins without the shedding of blood
(Cf Hebr 9,22). To give us life,
which sin destroys, the Father
therefore gave wus the pure blood
of his sinless Son. In love exceed-
ingly great, he thought fit to dis-
play his beloved Son on the cross
as our propitiatory, that is as 'our
means of expiation. On the cross of
Jesus, therefore, the Father does
not pronounce condemnation but
proclaims pardon. The cross is not
the gallows of angry revenge, but
the new mercy seat. It is our re-
conciliation, indeed our at-one-
ment with the Father.

Speaking of the liberating func-
tion of the blood and of the death
of Jesus, Scripture often employs
metaphorical terms, like ransom
and redemption, or debt, purchase
and the paying of a price. We
should not mistake the true mean-
ing 'of these metaphors.

When the Son of God became
the Son of Man, in all things like
us except for sin, death was already
implied in the fact that he took to
himself our perishable flesh; only,
since he was the sinless Son of
God, his death had the power to
overcome the power of our death
and the sin which had brought it
about. Jesus’ death on the cross
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was therefore not a punishment
which he, being innocent, bore in
place of the guilty. He submitted
to death freely and in obedience
to the Father. “No one takes away
my life from me”, he declared,
“put I lay it down of my own ac-
cord” (Jn 10,18)). But the laying
down of his life was an act of
unique significance. The Spirit of
the Father who was in him had
always led the man Jesus to a pro-
gressively higher degree of love.
In the end the same Spirit led him
to the supreme act of love where-
by, in obedience and total trust,
Jesus dedicated or, as he put it,
consecrated himself totally and un-
reservedly to the Father for the
sake of men. By that total self-de-
dication, he renounced his human
life in perfect love. No man- could
possibly achieve that much, except
the man, Jesus, who was the Son
of God. Jesus’ act of perfect sub-
mission to the Father belonged in-
deed to the divine person of the
Son; nevertheless it came from the
ambit of men. It therefore effec-
tively re-established within the
ambit of men the long-impaired
sovereignity of God, re-dedicating
men to God, that is reconciling
them tol the Father. In other words
by his obedience unto death, Jesus

nailed to his cross the bill of our

debt accruing to us from our dis-
obedience, showing that it was no
longer accounted to ws.

So on the cross of Jesus the gift
which the Father had given us in
the Son was returned to him as a
fragrant sacrificial offering. It was
a “pure offering” (Mal 1,11) made
to the Father by the Son “in whom
he is well pleased” (Mt 3,17). It
could not but be agreeable to him.



When the Father accepted it and
truly made it his own, the work of
men’s reconciliation to God was
achieved. For the Son returned to
the Father carrying with him his
inseparably assumed human na-
ture. By his return to the Father
he therefore introduced into the
royal court of God something
coming from the ambit of men.
That was indeed the break-through
whereby the goal of reconciliation
had [been reached.

As the high Priest of the future
good things that were to come,
Jesus entered with his blood into
the tabernacle “not made by human
hands, because it is not of this
creation” (Heb 9,11). This was his
entry into his glorified humanity,
permeated and transfigured by the
Spirit. In the resurrection of Jesus
the definitive eschatological salva-
tion, to which reconciliation .was
to lead, had begun. Thus in the
mystery of his incarnate Son, God
‘reversed our relation to Him,. Jesus
became our reconciliation and “our
peace” (Eph 2,14). In him we have
access to the Father.

Aidoptive sonship

In order that man may perso-
nally make his own what the
Father accomplished - for him in
the Son, he needs to adhere to
Christ. To receive the word of re-
conciliation in fact means to be
called to faith in Jesus Christ. To
let oneself be reconcilied is to con-
fess the Lord Jesus and be baptized
in his name.

By this faith, extending and per-
fecting itself by hope and Ilove,
man obtains justification: his sins
are forgiven, he puts off the wold
man of sin and puts on Jesus
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Christ. This change is comparable
to a re-birth: the justified man is
born again from ‘on high and be-
comes a new creature. Henceforth
he guards Christ’s words and
obeys 'his commandments. Christ
therefore remains in him. So the
Father loves him, and together
with the Son and the Spirit comes
to him and dwells in him. The
Spirit which is given to him in-
wardly configures him to the image
of the Son, so that he may become
an adoptive son of God. In his new
life in the Spirit the justified man
enjoys the liberty of the children of
God. Love poured in him by the
Spirit unites him in filial commu-
nion with the Father and in loving
fellowship with his brethren.

Such then is the result of God’s
initiative, the end and the mean-
ing of reconciliation: to confer,
that is, on the formerly estranged
demoted sinner the exalted status
and dignity of an adoptive son of
God.

Meantime all who receive the
Spirit ‘of adoption become mem-
bers of the household of God.
They commonly share in the unity
of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit. In the communion of
onhe spiritual family, the assembly
of God’s adoptive children is “a
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, God’s own people” (1
Pt 2,9). It is the Church of the
Father, the mystical Body of the
Son, and the Temple of the Holy
Spirit. For this reason it is a uni-
versal sacrament of salvation, a
sign and an instrument of men’s
communion with God and of the
unity of mankind. :

After Jesus had accomplished
his task of reconciliation, as the



Father had sent him, into the world,
so he sent his Idisciples into the
world, saying: “Go, therefore, and
make disciples of all nations...
teaching them to observe all that
I have commanded you” (Mt 28,
19f). “He who (believes and is bap-
tized will be saved; but he who
will not believe will be con-
demned”
added: ‘I chose you and appointed
you that you should go and bear
fruit and that your fruit shall
abide” (Jn 15,16). ‘ ‘By this my
Father is glorified, that you bear
much fruit” Jn 15,8). Speaking to
the Father in the presence of the
disciples, he said: “I pray for them:
I pray not for the world, but for
them whom thou hast given me,
because they are thine... And not
for them only do I pray, but for
them also who through their word
shall believe in me: that they all
may be one, as thou, Father, in me,
and I in thee: that they also may
be one in us: that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me”
Jn 17,9.20-21).

Jesus expected his Church to
grow like a mustard seed. He
envisaged her as the light of the
world and the salt of the earth.
He compared her influence among
men, to that of leaven inside meal.
But he also foresaw the difficulties
that his emissaries would encoun-
ter. He therefore told them, say-
ing: ‘“Peace I leave to you; my
peace I give you; not as the world
gives do I give to you” (Jn 14,27).
“Because you are not of the world,
but I chose you out of the world,
therefore the world hates you” (Jn
15,19). “In the world you have tri-
bulation” i(Jn 16,33). Jesus there-
fore urged them to seek comfort

(Mk 16,16). To this he
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and strength in prayer, saying: “If
you ask anything iof the Father, he
will give it to you.., Ask, and you
will receive, that your joy may be
full” (Jn 16,23f). He promised
them his unfailing help and the
gift of the Spirit, and assured them
of victory and reward. “Be of good
cheer”, he said, “I have overcome
the werld” (Jn 16,33). “In my
Father’s house are many rooms...
I go to prepare a place for you”
(Jn 14,2). So Jesus prayed for
them, saying: “Father, I desire
that they also, whom thou hast
given me, may be with me where
I am, to behold my glory, which
thou hast given me before the
foundation of the world” (Jn 17,
24).

Mary and reconciliation

The task of carrying the word of
reconciliation to the ends of the
earth is contemporary to every
generation of Jesus’ disciples. In
carrying it out by proclaiming the
word, by ministering the sacra-
ments of the faith, and by exerc-
ing the ‘“diaconia caritatis”, the
Church looks to the “Father of all
mercies and the God of all conso-
lation” (2 Cor 1,3) and daily prays:
“Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven”
(Mt 6,10). She looks to the Lord
Jesus, “the apostle and high priest
of our confession” (Heb 1,3),
whose priestly ministry of recon-
ciliation she (participates. She
trusts in the (Spirit of Jesus, the
“Spirit of truth” (Jn 16,13) and of
unity, author of holiness, and dis-
tributor of gifts to all her mem-
bers. At the same time, in the
communion of saints the Church
is deeply attached to Mary, the



Mother of Jesus, whom with St.
Anselm our Congress invokes as
Mother of reconciliation.

We therefore now would like to
ask: Why is it that, in her thought
and affection, in her work and in
her prayer the Church links to-
gether Mary and reconciliation?
The rreason is of course the special
role of Mary in salvation history:
being the Mother of the Redeemer,
Mary is also the Mother of the re-
deemed.

Earlier on we stressed that God’s
most decisive act to reconcile the
world was the sending of his Son
inte the world. By that act of omni-
potent grace, the divine and the
human were so wonderfully re-
conciled that they became united
and subsisting in one person. That
person, being both God and man,
is himself the radical reconciliation
of God and man. Hence, just as by
his incarnation the Son made his
Mother to be the Mother of God,
so he also made her to be the
Mother of reconciliation. When
the Word was made flesh in
her womb, Mary became the Tent
of the meeting where the radical
reconciliation of God and man took
place. By her consent in faith to be
~ the handmaid ©of the Lord, the
Spirit who came upon her forged
within her an ‘indissoluble bond, a
new covenant of grace. Her intact
virginity was the sign that this did
not come about by the power of
man but by the power of God. Her
maternity was the means whereby
the bond came into being. The
bond was none other than God’s
and her Son. It made Mary the

Ark of the New Covenant of grace

and the Mother of reconciliation.
Indeed, the moment she became
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Mother was the moment in which
according to Scripture, the Son,
entering the world, cried cut re-
conciliation in her womb, saying
to the Father: “A lbody thou hast
prepared for me.., Lo, I come to
do thy will, O God” (Heb 10,5-7).

The Son born to Mary did the
will of the Father always, for, as
he declared: “I always do the
things that please him” (Jn 8,29).
But he did the will of God espec-
ially when he said: “Abba, Father,
all things are possible to thee; re-
move this chalice from me, but not
what T will /but what thou will”
(Mk 14,36); and then, drinking the
chalice which the Father had given
him, he made himself “obedient
unto death, even to the death of
the cress” (Phil 2,8), the Father
displaying him as a propitiatory
for the reconciliation of the world.

As we recall this, how can we
not remember also that the Son
whom the Father gave up to be
our preopitiatory in his blood was
also Mary’s Son? On Calvary
Mary’s will in faith was united
with the will of the Father that re-
conciliation be accomplished ac-
cording to his plan. In her own
way, therefore, Mary too gave up
her 'Son for our sake. If the
Father loved that Son, so also did
the Mother. If — to speak in hu-
man terms — the giivng of the
Son in his blood made a great de-
mand on the Father’s love, so it
also did on the Mother’s heart.
Divine providence so disposed
that, by the affliction of her heart
the visible Mother participated in
a unique way in the revelation of
the invisible Father’s love for us in
the sacrifice of our reconciliation
on the cross.



From the pierced side of Jesus
on the cross a new People was
born to the Father. It comprised
those whom the Father reconciled
and adopted in the Son. That Peo-
ple could not but be related to the
Mother of the Son. On the cross in
fact Jesus was the new Adam, the
head of the new humanity. By his
side stoed the “Woman”, the new
Eve and true Mother of the living.
Turning to his Mother, therefore,
Jesus proclaimed her the Mother of
those who were reborn in him as
God’s adoptive sens. The Mother
of the Redeemer is thus also the
Mother of the redeemed; the
Mother of reconciliation is like-
wise the Mother of the reconciled.
It may perhaps seem paradoxical
that fcremost among the reconciled
was Mary herself. In fact in view
of her exalted task, the Father an-

ticipated for her the fruits of the

redemption, and from the first in-
stant of her life confcrmed her to
the image of the Son. Wherefore,
compared to the rest of the re-
deemed, Mary was reconciled in a
maore sublime manner. In her im-
maculate being, even in filial com-
munion with the Father, the ideal
of reconciliation was uniquely
real. To crown the fulness of grace
with which he had adorned her,
the Father also granted to her
ahead of all the reconciled the full
glory to which reconciliation is
" meant to lead. At the end of her
earthly course, Mary was assumed
body and soul in heaven, and so
shares for ever in the glory of her
risen Son.

Thus the blessed Mother of the
Lord was not only intimately as-
sociated by the Father in his in-
itiative to reconcile us in the Son,
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but. also by grace achieved in her-
self the supreme fulfilment of
God’s preject for man. For this
reason she remains for all time a
unique point of reference for the
‘Church whenever she meditates
the mystery of reconciliation.
Furthermore, amid the ups and
downs of man’s unending struggle
to assert his dignity, Mary points
the way to authentic achievement.
Man has been created after the
image of God. He is destined to the
grace of adoption as God’s son.
His dignity rests above all in his
call to filial communion with God.
He cannot live according to the
truth of his being and cannot at-
tain genuine fulfilment wumnless he
acknowledges God as his Father
and communes with him in love.
Unfortunately many ef our con-
tempaoraries either fail to perceive,
or else reject, this vital bond of
man with God. Not infrequently
men are so engrossed with the con-
cerns of this world that they seem
to leave no room for God in their
lives. There are also those whose
false idea of man’s freedom and
autonomy leads them, to reject any
dependence on God. Mary’s
chievement by grace confounds
all these. No man has ever posses-
sed as much dignity or enjoyed as
much freedom as the handmaid of
the Lord, whom all generations
call blessed. But her blessedness
came to her precisely because of
her openness to God and her re-
ceptivity to God’s word. By faith
too she could igive her incompara-
ble service to the world, when she
became the Mother of the Prince
of Peace. '
When God had done great things
to her, Mary “kept all these things



pondering in her heart” (Lk 2,19).
But, joining action to meditation,
she arose and went with haste in-
to the hill country to announce the
joy of salvation. In like manner
the Church of her Son does not
cease to meditate the good news,
and from this meditation draws
zeal and energy to carry the word
of reconciliation to the ends of the
earth.

That word was impressively an-
nounced by Jesus for the first time
when he went up on a mountain
and called blessed those who are
poor in spirit, those who are meek
and merciful, those who hunger
and thirst after justice, those who
work for peace. Need we be re-
minded that in all this the Lord
Jesus sang above all the praises of
his  Mother? No one exemplified
the beatitudes as she did. She was
indeed the first and the perfect dis-
ciple of God’s kingdom. With good
reason all the other disciples look
to her with admiration and are
stimulated by her example.

Among other things, Mary re-
minds all who seek peace of the
radical demands ©of the gospel of
her Son. In a world where extreme
poverty exists side by side with
enormous wealth; at a time when
the powerful few lord it over in-
numerable multitudes; Mary une-
quivocally declares her option for
the poor and takes her stand em-
phaticaily on the side of the op-
pressed. How outspoken she is on
justice, when she declares that
God filled the hungry with good
- things and sent the rich away
empty handed!
she professes the strength of God’s
arm, against the proud in the ima-
gination of their heart! How intre-

How ' vigorously "

pidly she proclaims the downfall
of the mighty and the exaltation of
the lowly! How confidently she
recounts Ged’s mercy on those
who fear him!

By the strength of her character
and, even more so, by the “fruit of
her womb” (Lk 1,42), Mary affirms
the dignity of her sex. In an age so
sensitive on this matter, is she not
a timely reminder that in the
family of our heavenly Father,
just as there is no master or slave,
so there is also neither male nor
female? Furthermore, in that same
family Mary holds the place of
Mother. Hers is therefore a unify-
ing role. Her divided children in
this day and age should rally
round her as did her Son’s first
disciples who ‘with one accord
devoted themselves to prayer, to-
gether with the women and Mary,
the Mother of Jesus” (Acts 1,14).

The Church rallies round this
Mother in all her needs, knowing
from experience her motherly care

. and effective aid. But she gathers
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round her most of all in time of
tribulation and distress. As Jesus
predicted, the (Church in the world
is bound to suffer persecution;
that is the price she has to pay for
continuing his task of reconcilia-
tion. In time of harassment or per-
secution, the Church is closest to
the cross of Jesus and therefore to
his afflicted Mother. From both
she draws inspiration and strength
to respond with courage and forti-
tude, forgiveness and love.

Jesus assured his disciples, say-
ing: “Blessed are you when men
revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you
falsely on my account. Rejoice and
be glad, for your reward is great



in heaven” (Mt 5,11). That reward
shone in the glaring light of his re-
surrection and of his Mother’s as-
“sumption. It continues to lift up
in hope the hearts of his brethren
cn their way to the home of their
Father.

Confident in that hope, we thank
our merciful Father for having re-

conciled us in his Son. We thank
him for having adopted us as his
sons and called us to peace with
him and with one another. We
also thank him for having given us
a Mother who, by her example and
by her powerful intercession, con-
tinues to sustain us in our efforts
for the reconciliation of the world.

DISKORS TA’ L-ARCISQOF F’JUM IL-HADDIEM 1984

Il-Knisja llum qed tfakkar
Jum il-Haddiem: hija stedina
biex nahsbu tabilhagqq fuq il -
haddiem billi nimpenjaw ruhna
li nhobbuh kif ordna, Alla nnifsu
sa mjinn gabel bagyat lill-Ibnu
l-wahdieni fid-dinja.

Il-Knisja, 1i fuq l-ezempju ta’
Geslu ghandha hafna ghal galb-
ha 1-haddiem, tghallimna U
“nhobbu l-haddiem” ifisser qa-
bel kollox ‘naghrfu u mharsu d-
dinjita tieghu ta’ bniedem’. Fejn
hemm il-harsien ta’ din id-din-
jita insibu l-ghajn u l-qofol ta’
kull gid 1i jista’ jkollu 1-had-
diem; fejn din id-dinjita hija
niegsa jew mittiefsa 1-haddiem
jigi mwaqga’ fl-ikbar fagar.
Meta din id-dinjita tal-haddiem
tigi mharsa, hemm ir-rispett
shih tad-drittijiet kollha Ii
ghandu l-bniedem hieles kif gie
mahluq skond ix-xbieha ta’ Al-
la. It-tkasbir ta’ din id-dinjita
taghmel il-haddiem, kontra r-
rieda ©’Alla, u tal-Knisja, bnie-
dem ilsir, imnezza minn dak
kollu li bih ghanieh Alla nnifsu.
Ta’ min jistagsi hawn: X’titlob
din id-dinjita? X'ma tridx din
id-dinjita?
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Din id-dinjita titlob gabel kol-
lox li ahna lkoll nilmhu fil-had-
diem lil Gesu mnifsy, magharfu
Ii I-haddiem huwa persuna u
jisthoqqglu u jixraglu kull rispett
u mhabba taghna.

Irridu nharsu lejn il-haddiem
bhal meta nharsu lejna; huwa
kontra d-dinjita tal-haddiem i
nharsu lejh bhala strument, bha-
la ghodda f’idejna biex nuzaw-
ha. ,

In-natura ta’ mezz toffendi d-
dinjita tal-haddiem; inkunu
ghalhekk inkasbru I-haddiem
meta ghal skopijiet taghna nas-
lu biex sahansitra nuzaw il-kel-
ma. “haddiem” ha ningdew Dbil-
haddiem u moholqu jew inkab-
bru 1-firda bein 1-istess haddie-
ma u bejn il-membri ta’ 1-istess
soc¢jeta civili, Meta jsir hekk tigi
mrewwha l-mibgheda u 1-glieda
tal-klassi, u filwaqgt 1i bil-kliem
inkunu nfahhru l-haddiem u t-
tajjeb tieghu, inkunu bil-fatti
nbaxxu l-haddiem u naghmlu 1-
hsara lil kulhadd.

Id-dinjita tal-bniedem titlob
li gatt ma nabbuzaw mill-poziz-
zjoni jew poter — ikun ta’ liema
sura jkun —. u, bil-pretest li



nagbzu - ghall-haddiem, inkunu
nigru wara Il-interessi taghna
personali, ta’ partiti politi¢i jew
organizzazzjonijiet ohra. Din id-
dinjita titlob 1li 1-haddiem ma
jsirx ballun fis-sagajn ta’ hadd.

Il-haddiem, fit-taghlim u 1-
hsieb tal-Knisja, huwa persuna,
bniedem, u ghalhekk ahna
maghqudin mieghu b’rabta ta’
ahwa fi Kristu: il-haddiem
ghandu d-dritt 1i jsib minghand
kulhadd l-ghajnuna  kollha
mehtiega biex ikollu xoghol u
Kundizzjonijiet ta’ xoghol 1li ji-
xirgulu d-dinjita tieghu ta’
bniedem hieles.

ILi l-haddiema kollha jkoll-
hom  ix-xoghol taghhom u
jmantnu 1-familja taghhom
p’dinjita mhux xi privilegg 1i jri-
du li jinghatalhom minn xi hadd
jew mill-Istat; dan hu dritt
moghti litlhom minn Alla nnif-
su, u ghalhekk kull bniedem 1i
jazzarda. jbiddel dan id-dritt £'xi
haga 1i tbezza’ jew thededd lill-
haddiem milli jithiaddet u jaq-
bez ghad-drittijiet tieghu, ikun
imur kontra r-rieda t’Alla u t-
taghlim tal-Knisja u ghalhekk
kontra 1-haddiem.

Anna, bhala 1-poplu t’Alla, ah-
na responsabbli ta/ xulxin; dan
ifisser li ghandna responsabbilta
mhux - biss li niftakru u nitolbu
ghal xulxin, izda jfisser ukoll 1i
kulhadd skond ir-responsabbilta
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u l-mezzi li ghandu jaghmel hil-
tu biex maraw 1i dan id-dritt sa-
grosant tal-haddiem  ghax-
xoghol u ghall-familja, ikun dej-

jem rispettat. Irridu bhala veri

nsara u c¢ittadini tajbin, nagsmu
mal-haddiem is-sabih u l-ikrah
tal-hajja tieghu u, fejn ix-
xoghol huwa nieges bhal fi
zmienna, naghmlu lkoll kull sa-
grifi¢cju mehtieg mhux biss biex
naghtu ghajnuna lil min ma
jahdimx, izda  fuq kollox billi
nfittxu kif il-haddiem jista’ jsib
ix-xoghol u kif jinholog ambjent
1i jiffavorixxi x-xoghol u l-har-
sien tad-drittijiet tal-haddiem.
Hawn irrid insemmi, kif bosta
drabi ghamilt fl-imghoddi,
kemm hija mehtiega l-ghaqda
bejnietna u 1-paci fostna biex ix-
xoghol iktar jigi u joktor; inhos-
su floku ghalhekk, li nerga’
naghmel appell biex kulhadd
jghin halli 1-firda ta’ bejnietna,

imrewwha hafna mill-ispirtu

partigjan, tispi¢ca biex, immex-
xija tassew mir-rieda tajba li
nhobbu, nagdu u nghinu 1il kul-
hadd minghajr ma nharsu lejn
ebda kulur politiku, ikollna u
nuru rispett lejn xulxin, 1i hija
l-kundizzjoni ewlenija ghal kull
ghagda vera U Veru  progress
fostna.

Dan huwa I-mod li binh Alla
jridna nhobbu verament lill-
haddiema.



MESSAGE OF HIS GRACE THE ARCHBISHOP
TO THE COUNCIL OF WOMEN

It was my intention to celeb-
rate for you a Mass of thanks-
giving at St. John’s Co-Cathedral
on the occasion of the 20 years of
commitment and service of the
Council of Women, but unforseen
circumstances have kept me away.
Nevertheless it is mot too late for
me to let you have the message I
had hoped to give you on that me-
morable occasion.

I am well aware of all that your
Council has done during these years
“in support of the family, the wel-
fare of women and the well-being
of the community”. Your valid
contribution in every sphere of
life, cooperating with all those who
have at heart the welfare of our
native land, has made Maltese wo-
men fully conscious of their civic
and social responsibilities and have
assured equal opportunity for all
for a full and free development of
their good qualities and capabili-
ties. But there is still much to be
done. And so, while thanking you
for all that your Council has done
during these years, you must not
rest on your laurels, but should
strive wholehearetdly so that the
third millenium of the (Christian
era will bring about a new dawn in
the world history, an era of peace
and brotherhcod among . all na-
tions. This you could do by taking
as your programme for the coming

years what His Holiness Pope John
Paul II has had to say recently on
the role of women in society.

His Holiness, while decrying the
various forms of discrimination
against women in the fields of edu-
cation and employment still exist-
ing in the world today, and the de-
grading discrimination which still
affects and seriously harms child-
less wives, unmarried mothers and
separated or divorced women, un-
derlines the equal dignity and re-
sponsibility of women with men,
and indicated the Mother of Gaod as
the model iof redeemed women, urg-
ing women not to renounce their
feminity but to live their true fe-
minine humanity in its fulness in
all their activities, whether in the
family or outside it. (Apostolic ex-
hortation, Familiaris Consortio, n.
22-24).

May the words of His Holiness
find a deep echo in your minds and
in your hearts and help you in your
commitment and service to the wo-
men of Malta during the coming

years. ;
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I assure you of my constant
prayers for your Council and as a
pledge of heavenly favours I cor-
dially impart to all the members
and friends of the Council of Wo-
men my [pastoral blessing.

Today, the 8th day of April, 1984,
Fifth Sunday of Lent.



OMELIJA TA’ L-ARCISEQOF F’HAMIS IX-XIRKA FILGHODU

i L

Ghal din 1-okkazjoni geghdin ta-
raw numru sabih ta’ sacerdoti ma-
dwar l-Isqof taghhom. Din il-lag-
gha tieghi, bhala Isqof, ma’ dawn
is-sacerdoti 1i huma huti, il-Abieb
tieghi w l-kollaboraturi tieghi, tfak-
karni fl-ahhar laggha 1i Gest kellu
ma’ l-appostli gabel il-mewt tieghu,
u tangal fina lkoll ix-xewqa ta’
ghaqda dejjem iktar shiha ma’ Gesit
u bejnietna.

Ghalina s-sacerdoti din hija lag-
gha li tolqotna, fil-laham, il-haj. Qed
niltagghu ma’ Gesu f'dan il-jum sa-
bih ta’ Hamjis ix-Xirka u qed nif-
takru u nhossu li lilna Gestt habbna
b’imhabba specjali; illum qed nif-
takru li din l-imhabba specjali tie-
ghu lejna wasslitu biex jahtarna
fost il-bnedmin ambaxxaturi tieghu,
bis-sehem li tana mis-sacerdozju
wahdieni tieghu.

Ghal din l-imhabba hekk kbira
tieghu lejna, inhossu wikoll 1i nirrin-
grazzjaw lil Gestu u nitolbuh jghin-
na biex ikollna mieghu u bejnietna,
dik 1-ghaqda li 'Gesti xtaq u talabha
lil Missieru.

U jiena bhala Isqof taghkom, fil-
wagt 1i llum ged ingedded minn
galbi u b’ferh shih il-weghdiet tas-
sacerdozju tieghi, nitlob lil Gesi
jnebbahni u jghinni Kkif ghandi
nhobbt dejjemy iktar 1il kull wiehed
minnkom biex ma nkun ta’ tfix-
kil lil hadd; nixtieq nghin, bil-kel-
ma u bl-ezempju, kull sacerdot biex
jghix dejjem, ahjar is-sejha sacerdo-
tali tieghu u jwettaq bl-ishah spir-
tu, il-hidma  sacerdotali fdata
f’idejh.

Din it-talba tieghi biex inkun tas-
sew ghalikom, mahbubin sacerdoti,
missier twajjeb u ghagli, titlob
minni li nhobb fuq kollox lil Gesli
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u lill-Knisja tieghu u nhares dejjem
kelmtu kif twassalhieli 1-Knisja li
Huwa, wagqaf; irrid dejjem, nem-
men, niltaga’ w naghraf tabilhaqq
li 1-Kelmga, tieghek, O iGesl, hija 1-
verita. U ghaliex jiena Isqof tal-
Knisja, tieghek, u kkonsagrat sa-
cerdot tieghek ghal dejjem, irrid
inkun dejjemy l-ambaxxatur, mhux
ta’ xi bniedem, izda tieghek biss,
Alla tieghi.

Dagskemmy ihalli lilek O Gesi,
tidhol fija u tghaggadni mieghek,
dagshekk bhala Isqof inkun nista’
nghin lil huti s-sacerdoti nkunu ha-
ga wahda mieghek u bejnietna.

Din l-ghagda, taghna lkoll ma’
Gesll u bejnietna huwa s-sigriet tal-
hajja sacerdotali u tal-hidma tagh-
na fost il-bnedmin.

Din l-ghagda ma’ Gesl u bejniet-
na huwa, l-mezz li Gesu ghazel biex
inkunu nistghu, naghtu 1-hajja ta’
dejjem, lil dawik kollha 1i Alla fdal-
na. Hija din l-ghaqda taghna ma’
Gestt u bejnietna li twassal lill-
bnedmin 1-ohna jagharfu lill-Mis-
sier, Alla wahdu u veru, u lil Gestu
Kristu li Hu baghat fostna, biex
wahdu jehlisna mill-jasar u jaghti-
na I-milja tal-hajja.

Fl-ahihar Cena Gesu talab 1il Mis-
sieru jhares liil-appostli u jkunu
lkoll haga wahda: “Kif Inti fija,
Missier, u jiena fik, ha jkunu huma
lkoll haga wahda fina biex hekk id-
dinja, temmen, li Inti bghattni”.

Gesu seta’ jaghmel din it-talba lil
Missieru ghaliex kif qal Gesul stess:
“Jiena tajthomy il-Kelma tieghek, u
d-dinja baghdithom, ghax huma
mhumjiex tad-dinja Kkif jien miniex
tad-dinja”. Din it-talba ta’ Gesit
llum, ghandi l-grazzja li naghmilha
t-talba tieghi a favur ta’ dawk koll-



ha li ghad jemmnu f’Gest bis-sahha
tal-kelma taghna s-sacerdoti.

Dan kollu li Gesu qgal ghal zmie-
nu, nistghu nghiduh ghal Zmjienna.
Jisghobbini nghid li lum mhumiex
ftit dawk mjinn fostna 1i huma
maqarrqgin, billi jghidu 1i jhobbu 1
Gesl izda mbaghad ma jagharfuhx
fil-Knisja tieghu, ma jagharfux u
ma jharsux il-kelma ta’ Gesu fil-kel-
ma, tal-Knisja, tal-Papa u ta’ 1-Isqfi-
jiet.

Quddiem din, is-sitwazzjoni Geslt
tana s-soluzzjoni tieghu: biex id-
dinja temmen, Gesu talab ghall-ap-

postli u ghas-sacerdoti kollha biex
ikunu haga wahda, bejniethom. U
ghalina wkoll, 1i ged naraw f’paj-
jizna nies 1i ged jiddghajjfu fil-fidi,
mhux biss ghax tilfy I-fidi. imma
anki ghaliex joholqu kompromessi
mal-kuxjenzi taghhom, is-soluzzjo-
ni hija li ahng s-sacerdoti nkunu
haga wahda mal-Papa, ma’ 1-Isqfi-
jiet u bejnietna, biex hekk, kif gal
San Pawl “inkunu tassew ambax-
xaturi ta’ Kristu, bhallikieku Alla
stess ged isejjah il-bnedmin per-
mezz taghna’.

OMELIJA TA’ L-ARCISQOF FPHAMIS IX-XIRKA FILGHAXIJA

Din it-tifkira ta’ Hamis ix-Xirka
li ged naghmly fil-knejjes kollha
taghna turina kemm Gestt huwa
lest jaghmel minn kollox biex ikun
il-habib taghna; tant ihobbna li
jrid jigi ghandna u ahna nghixu
bih; ma nkunux izjed tnejn imma
nsiru haga wahda bih u fih. Dan
Gesu jridu ghaliex irid jaghtina I-
helsien veru u shih li gabilna bil-
passjoni, il-mewt u l-qawmien tie-
ghu mill-imwiet. Gest jaf i min-
ghajru  ahna mejta ma nistghu
naghmlu xejn., Bih u fih ahna nies
godda, xhieda tal-gawwa u l-imhab-
ba bla gies tieghu fost il-bnedmin.

X’chamel iGestt biex isir haga
wahda maghna Ikoll? Gesti waqqgaf,
kif tghidilna 1-festa tal-lum, 1-Ewka-
ristija, u wagqaf 1-Ewkaristija sew-
wa sew meta l-bniedem kien ifittex
jitbieghed minn Sest, anzi dahhal
f’mohhu li jnehhih u joqtlu.

Il-bniedem wasal sa hawn, Ii jist-
mell, izeblah u jeqtol lil min gha-
milly biss il-gid, ghaliex il-hsibijiet
tieghu ma kienux bhall-hsibijiet ta’
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Gesi;; mohh u galb 1-bniedem, kie-
nu kontra dak li kien ged jippried-
ka u jhobb Gest.

Madankollu Gesn, ghaliex habb
il-bniedem ma stmellx din id-dghu-
fija tieghu, ma hallihx wahdu; Ge-
st ra li hu biss wahdu jista’ jfejqu
u jaghmel minnuy bniedem gdid i
jaghraf dak li huy tassew tajjeb
ghalih.

F’kelma wahda Gesu jaf li I-
bniedem, dghajjef jew marid kemm,
ikun, jista’ biss ifiq billi jhalli ’1
Gesll jghix fih. Gesu waqqaf 1-Ew-
karistija biex' ifejjagna u jgawwina
biex bil-mod il-mod insiru nixbhuh.

Gesu jhobb lil kulhadd u qed jis-
tieden lil kulhadd: Gestu jrid jigi
ghand kulhadd, ghax Gesl gieghed
ghas-servizz ta’ kulhadd.

Naghmlu sewwa, li ahna nersqu
lejn l-Ewkaristija. Izda ma nitqgar-
rqux: ma nahsbux li nifthu qalbna
ghal iGesi, billi nersqu fuq l-altar u
nircievu 1-EwKkaristija darba jew
ukoll darbtejn kuljum, Mhux it-
tgarbin bl-addoc¢e¢ jew kemme-il dar-



ba nitqarbnu, igarribna lejn Gesil,
izda l-qalb taghna. Gesu jigi ghan-
dna meta nistednuh izda nkunu
nistednuh, tabilhagg meta ma’ Gesl
ma nkunux nies ta¢-cirkustanza,
izda mnies li naghzlu 1i ndahhly 'l
Gesit f’qalbna ghaliex ghazilna ’1
iGesli ghalina biex ikun gabel kol-
lox u qabel kulhadd.

Jekk ahna dghajfa ma nibzghux
nersqu lejn 1-Ewkaristija; nersqu
ghaliex Gesn jhobbna u jrid ifejjag-
na, izda jekk ahna nies li rridu naq-
du lil Allg u x-xitan, jekk ahna
nies li rridy mmorry l-knisja u nit-
qarbnu mpaghad nimxu mhux fuq
li tghallina 1-Knisja, il-Papa u l-isg-

fijiet; niftakru li mohhna w galbna
fil-fatt huma ’l boghod mijll-mohh u
I-galb ta’ Gesl.. m’ghandniex ghal-
fejn nersqu nitqarbnu. Inkunu nis-
tiednu  bil-fomm 1lil Gesi u
mbaghad nghidlu bl-eghmil taghna
li fejn jidhol ir-rispett uman, 1-in-
teressi, is-sagrificcju, ahna mnies li
naghmlu l-kompromessi mal-kux-
jenza taghna, u nobdu ’l bniedem
milli nhobbu u noboghdu ’l Alla.

Nitolbu ’l Gestu f’din l-okkazjoni
tal-lum ighinna biex inkunu ma’
Gesll nies sincieri, nies li nisted-
nuh jigi gewwa, galbna ghaliex in-
hobbu aktar lil Gest milli 1-gid, il-
flus, il-kumdita, il-bniedem.

OMELIJA TA’ L-ARCISQOF FIL-VGILI TA’ L-GHID

Hija drawwa qaddisa 1li wara
1-granet ta’ Hamis ix-Xirka u
1-Gimgha 1-Kbira nfakkru I-
gawmien ta’ Kristu mill-im-
wiet, infakkru 1-Ghid il-Kbir.

Din hija 1-festa kbira tar-re-
ligjon, tal-Knisja taghna: Gesu
rxoxta. Meta kull sena 1-Ghid
jigi fugna nhossu demmna jag-
bez bil-ferh; nifirhu naraw lil
Gesu hiereg rebbieh fuq il-
ghiadu 1i haseb li rnexxielu jis-
piccéalu hajtu proprju kif xtag
hu, mejjet fis-sikta = tal-gabar.
Kif kien stgarr Gesu, Hu gam
mill-imwiet.

Huwa dmir ftaghna nifirhu
bil-gawmien ta’ Gesu mill-im-
wiet, izda Gesu ighidilna, kif
tghallimna 1-Knisja, 1li jkollna
tabilhagq biex nifirhu meta 1-
gawmien ta’ Gesu naghmluh il-
gawmien taghna: irridu nem-
mnu u nhossu 1i meta Gesu gam
mill-imwiet ahna wkoll hrigna

(CE - A
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rebbieha mieghu fuq il-hazen,
fuq id-dnub, fuq il-ghadu tal-
bniedem.

Gest gam mill-imwiet u ahna
ksibna = permezz tieghu hajja
gdida; permezz tal-gawmien ta’
Gest mill-imwiet illum ahna
nies godda. Xi jfisser: “Ahna
nies godda”? “Nies godda’” jfis-
ser nies mehlusin mili-jasar,
nies hielsa, nies li ghaliex huma
mwiezna minn Alla, huma nies
gawwija, mhux mahkumin mill-
mewt. Gesut meta gam mill-im-

wiet ma weghedniex 1i jeqred

id-dnub, il-hazen, minn fost il-
bnedmin: weghedna u tana
rebha fuq id-dnub, jigifieri kull
min ihobb tassew ’il Gesu jista’
dejjem jirbah id-dnub, il-hazen,
Gest huwa dejjem maghna biex
ighinna fit-taqtigha kontra d-
dnub u hekk nohorgu rebbieha.

Dan ifisser 1li ahna nistghu
dejjem nirbhu kull ghadu, u



ghalhekk, ghalkemm mahkumin
mit-tahbit u n-niket, il-biza’ u
l-qtigh il-galb, ma ghandna
qatt insewdu l-bixra ta’ wicéna
u l-ispirtu taghna.

Irridu nirbhu ahna, izda biex
ikollna r-rebha jehtieg nghad-
du 1-istess trig li garrab Gesu.
Gesu gie fid-dinja biex igib il-
pac¢i fost kulhadd u ghajruh
xewwiex; Gesu ghallimna, t-trig
tal-verita u ghajruh 1i dged
imexxi taghlim qarrieqi; gha-
liex habb tassew il-bnedmin
Gesu ltaga’ ma’ bnedmin U
wassluh ghall-mewt.

U din it-trig ta’ tbatija - u
persekuzzjoni trid tghaddi min-
nha 1-Knisja, 1-isqfijiet 1i huma
1-Appostli tal-Knisja, u' dawk
kollha 1i jimxu wara Gesu; sit-
wazzjoni li jehtieg nahsbu fug-
ha u li ma ghandhiex tehodna
ghall-gharrieda ghaliex, kif qal
Gesu stess, ma hemmx dixxipli
agwa mill-Tmghallem.

Inkunu nemmnu u nifirhu
bil-gawmien ta’ Gesu meta ma
nitgarrqux minn min, minghajr
mandat tal-Knisja, jitkellem
f’isem Gesu u 1-Knisja tieghu;
inkunu nemmnu u nifirhu bil-
gawmien ta’ Gestu meta naghar-
fu ’il Gesu fil-Knisja tieghu u
niftakru u naccéettaw li jehtieg
naghtu Xxhieda tat-twemmin
taghna dejjem quddiem kul-
hadd; ukoll guddiem min jip-
persegwitana u jbezzaghna u
jobghodna, u sahansitra ‘qud-
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diem it-tradiment
1-nbieb taghna.

Biex nirbhu jehtieg li nbatu.
Izda nbatu b’ferh f’galbna gha-
liex Gesu . 1li ra minn gabel il-
persekuzzjoni li llum jew ghada
trid tigi galilna 1li r-rebha tigi
tieghu, tigi:®tal-Knisja, ghaliex
“jiena. maghkom dejjem sa 1-
ahhar taz-zmien.”

Nifirhu bil-Ghid ™ meta ahna
naghtu xhieda 1li Gesu gam mill-
imwiet, meta Il-hajja taghna
turi i ahna sirna nies godda,
nies i nemmnu :1li mhux il-
bniedem izda Gest wahdu huwa
sid il-holgien — ghandu s-set-
gha 1li fejn hemm il-firda jgib
il-ghaqgda, u fejn hemm il-
glied igib il-pac¢i. Inkunu nies
godda meta ma nibnux id-
drittijiet tal-bniedem u 1-liber-
ta tal-Knisja ta’ Kristu fug
ideologiji, xoghol ta’ mohh il-
bniedem, izda fuq it-taghlim
tal-Knisja mwaqqfa minnu. Il-
gawmien ta’ Gesu jsir il-gaw-
mien taghna, meta ahna nilbsu
1-libsa, gdida 1i- fil-kaz taghna
hi 1i ma nac¢éettaw qatt 1i jkun
il-bniedem jew partiti politici i,
fil-gasam tal-fidi u I-morali,
ighidulna 1-verita; ghaliex kat-
toli¢i, il-Knisja trid tkun U
twasslilna 1-verita biex . imdaw-
lin mit-taghlim taghha nhad-
dnu Il-verita 1li twassalna biex
naghmlu taghna l-gawmien ta’
Gesu mill-imwiet.

tal-graba u



“On the strength of the word”

A MEDITATION ON PRIESTLY SPIRITUALITY

By Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger
Prefect of the S: Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

1.

Reflection of the priestly image in the vocation

accounts of Luke 5:1-11 and John 1:35-42

On 30 October 1982 Joseph Cardinal
Hoffner, 'Archbishop of Cologne and
Chairman of the West German Bishops’
Conference, celebrated the golden jubi-
lee of his priestly ordination. To' mark
the joyous occasion, His Eminence in-
vited the priests and deacons of the
archdiocese to join him at Holy Mass
in the Cathedral on 3 November 1982.
Following the  Mass, some 750 clergy
gathered in the auditorium of the Co-
logne Chamber of Commerce to congra-
tulate the Cardinal at a reception which
was preceded by a “meditation on priest-
ly spirituality” delivered by Cardinal
Josephk Ratzinger, Prefect of the Sacred
Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith. An English translation of the text
follows, in response to requests that it
be published in the English edition of
“L’Osservatore Romano”,

(

The past twenty years have wit-
nissed a great deal of reflection
and much heated discussion about
the priesthood. But in spite of
everything, the priesthood proves
to be longer-lived than many of the
premature arguments with which
certain persons wanted to abandon
it as a sacred misunderstanding,
and replace it with a merely fun-
ctional “temporary service”. We
are gradually comprehending the
- presuppositions which at one time
allowed such arguments to appear
almost incontrovertible. Overcom-
ing prejudices also enables us to

understand more profoundly the

biblical witness in its inner unity of
0Old and New Testament, of Bible
and Church. We are thus no longer
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forced to rest content with water
from cisterns, which sometimes
trickles ‘away amid conflicting
hypotheses, and sometimes collects
in brackish little pools. Instead, we
have access to the living fountains
of the faith of the Church of all
ages.

As far as I can see, the future
will have to face this precise ques-
tion: How are we supposed to read
the Seriptures? During the: years
when the canon of the Scriptures
was being formed — which were
also the'yearswhen the Church and
her catholicity were taking shape
— it was primarily Irenaeus of
Lyons who ‘had to deal with this
question, whose answer ' decides
whether ecclesiastical life is possi-
ble or not. In his day, Irenaeus saw
clearly that dividing the Bible and
separating Bible-and Church from
each other was the basic principle
of a Christianity of conformity and
rationalism, the so-called Gnosis,
which threatened the very founda-
tions of the: Church at that time.
This ‘basie twofold  division is pre-
ceded by an inner division of the
Church into communities which
create their own ad hoc legitimacy
by selection of sources. Disintegra-
tion of the sources of faith calls
forth the disintegration of fellow-
ship or communio—and vice versa.

Gnosis attempts to put forth divi-



sion or separation as the epitome
of rationality — dividing the two
Testaments, separating Scripture
from Tradition, distinguishing be-
tween educated and uneducated
Christians — but in truth, Gnosis
is a sign of decay. The unity of the
Church, on the contrary, renders
visible the unity of that whence she
lives — and wvice versa, the Church
lives only when she draws upon the
Whole — upon the multiform unity
of Old and New Testament, of
scriptural tradition and realization
of the Word in faith. But once one
has bowed to the logic of disinteg-
ration, then nothing can really be
put together properly any more (1).

It would be inappropriate to the
solemn joy of this day were we to
enter the scholarly disputation just
hinted at, though the dispute must
be settled before one can discuss
details of the biblical testimony,
for instance 'on the subject of the
priesthaod. The very joy of this day
is' somewhat like a locus theologi-
cus. Fifty years of priesthood is a
reality which speaks for itself, and
which gives a concrete context to
our reflections. And. thus I thought
it would be better on this occasion
not to attempt a scholarly lecture
upon . the priesthood, but instead
something like a spiritual reflection
in which I should like to explain, in
a meditative way and without any
special taxonomy or claims to
scholarship, a few scriptural pas-
sages which have come to be im-
portant to me, personally.

The first text I have chosen is
Luke 5:1-11. This is the wonderful
‘“yocation” account of how Peter
and his friends, after a mnight of
fruitless labour, “on the strength of
the Lord’s word” put out to sea
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once more. They catch a shoal of
fish so great that the nets are al-
most breaking, whereupon Jesus
utters the call: You shall become a
fishers of men!

I have a very special affection for
this passage because above it there
shines the dawning light of first
love, of a beginning full of hope
and readiness. Every time I recall
these verses I am reminded of the
fresh brightness of my own begin-
nings, of that joy in the Lord of
which we spoke in the old psalter
at the beginning of Holy Mass: I
will go unto the altar of God, even
unto the God who giveth joy to my
youth (Ps 42:4) — to the God in
whose proximity the joy of being
young is constantly renewed, be-
cause he is life itself and hence the
source of genuine youth..

But let us return to wour text
whiih reports that the people press-
ed upon Jesus because they wanted
to hear the word of God. He is
standing on the seashore, the fish-
ermen are washing their nets, and
Jesus gets into one of the two boats
beached there: it was Peter’s boat.
Jesus asks him to put out a little
frem the land, sits down and
teaches the people from the boat.
Simon’s boat becomes the cathedra
of Jesus Christ. Afterwards he says
to Simon, ‘“Put cut into the deep
and let down your nets for a catch”.

The fishermen have spent all
night toiling in vain, and to them it
seems quite pointless to set out the
nets once again in the early morn-
ing hours. But for Peter, Jesus has
already become so important, in-
deed, so decisive, that he can reply,
“On the strength of thy wiord I will
let down the nets”. The word of
Jesus has become more substantial



than that which is apparently real
and empirically certain. The Gali-
lean morning, whose fresh scent we
can almost breathe in this account,
becomes an image of the new 'dawn
of the Gospel after the nights of
fruitlessness into which our own
actions and desires repeatedly lead
us.

And when Peter and his com-
panions return in their overloaded
vessels, whose heavy icargo requir-
ed the help of their partners be-
cause of the abundant gift which

threatened to break their nets,

then Peter had not merely comple-
ted an outward journey or a work
of merely human hands. For Peter,
this trip had become an interior
journey whoose extent is framed by
Luke in two small wiords, The Evan-
gelist transmits to ws the fact that
before the great catch of fish, Peter
addressed the Saviour as “Epista-
ta”, which means “teacher”, “pro-
' fessor’” or “master”. Upon return-
ing, however, Peter falls on his
knees before Jesus and no longer
addresses him as ‘“Rabbi” but as
“Kynie — Lord”; in other words
Peter addresses Jesus as 'God. Peter
had travelled the road from Rabbi
to Lord, from Teacher to Son. After
completing this interior journey, he
is capable of receiving a vocation.
At this point the parallels to the
first “vecation” account in ithe
fourth Gospel, in John 1:35-42,
practically force themselves upon
us (2). We read there that the first
two disciples, Andrew and an un-
named companion, follow Jesus
after hearing the Baptist exclaim,
“Behold, the Lamb of God!” They
are struck on the one hand by the
consciousness of their own: sinful-
ness evoked by this' exclamation,
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on the other hand by the hope
which the Lamb of God represents
for the sinner. One senses that
both iof them are still uncertain;
their discipleship is still hesitant.
Without saying any more, they fol-
low him discreetly, apparently not
yet daring to address him directly.
And so he turns to them and says,
“What do you seek?”” Although the
reply sounds awkward, a bit shy
and embarrassed, still it comes
directly to the point: “Rabbi, where
do you live?” Or, more accuratety
translated, “Where are you stay-
ing?” “Where is your abode, your
shelter, your real residence, that
we too may arrive there? Here,
we must remind ourselves that the
idea of “abiding” ior “residing’ is
one of the key concepts of St
John’s Gospel. '

The Saviour’'s reply is normally
translated “Come and see!” But to
be quite correct, we should trans-
late “Come, and you shall see!”
This corresponds with the conclu-
sion iof the second ‘“‘vocation” ac-
count, which involves Nathanael,
to whom Jesus says in conclusion
“Greater than these things shalt
thou see!” (Jn..1:50). The content
of this “coming”, in wother words,
is becomming percipient; “coming”
means to be seen by him and to
begin seeing with him. As a matter
of fact, above his abode the hea-
vens are open, the hidden sphere
of Ged (Jn 1:51); there, man stands
in God’s own radiance. ‘“Come, and
you shall see!” also accords with
the Church’s ‘communion psalm’’:
“O taste, and you shall see how
friendly the Lord is” (Ps 33:8). It
is only the approach, the “coming”,
which leads to seeing. Tasting al-
lows the eyes to be iopened.



Just as in Paradise the tasting
of the forbidden fruit once “opened
the eyes” in a fateful manner, so
too it is true here in the opposite
sense that tasting what is true also
“opens the eyes”, so that one rea-
lizes and “sees” God’s goodness.
Seeing takes place ony in comjng,
in Jesus’ abode. There can be no
vision without the hazard of ap-
proaching, of “coming”. St. John
even notes that “it was abcut the
tenth hour” ((1:39), in other words
very late, a time at which one
would think it no longer possible
to make a beginning — and yet an
hour at which urgent and decisive
events take place According to
some apocalyptic calculations, the
tenth hour is the hour of the “last
days” (3). He who comes to Jesus
enters the definitively final age;
he makes contact with the already
present reality of the Resurrection
and of the Kingdom of God.

Seeing, therefore, takes place
when one approaches, and John
the Evangelist makes this clear in
the same way which we noted
earlier in St Luke’s account. When
Jesus addressed them, the two res-
ponded by calling him ‘“Rabbi’.
But when they return from staying
with him, Andrew tells his brother
Simon ‘“we have found the Mes-
siah, the Christ” (Jn 1:4). In ap-
proaching Jesus and remaining with
him, Andrew had travelled the path
from “Rabbi” to “Christ”’, he had
learnt to see Christ in the teacher
and indeed this is something which
can only be learnt in ‘“‘abiding’.
Thus the inner unity of the third
and fourth Gospels becomes evi-
dent: both times the experiment
of living “on the strength of his
Word’’ is undertaken, and both

times the interior pilgrimage fol-
lows a course which permits vision,
“seeing”’, to arise out of “coming”.

All of us have of course began
our journey with the Church’s full
profession of faith in God’s Son,
but such an approach ‘on the
strength of thy Word”, such an
entering into his abode is in our
own case, too, the pre-condition
for our own vision or ‘“seeing”.
And only he is capable of calling
others, who himself is able to see
clearly instead of merely believing
at second hand. This coming or
approach, this venturing out ‘“on

“the strength of his Word” is, today

and always, the indispensable pre-
requisite of the apostolate of vo-
cation to the priestly ministry.
Again and again we shall find it
necessary to ask him, “Where are
you. staying?”’ Over and over again
it will be necessary to approach
Jesus’ abode from within. Again
and again we shall have to let
down the nets on the strength of
his word, even when it seems quite
pointiess. It is constantly neces-
sary to regard his Word as more
real than that which we alone con-
sider valid: statistics, technology,
public opinion. It will often seem

“as though the tenth hour had al-
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ready stuck and we should have to
postpone the hour of Jesus. But in
precisely this way it can become
the hour of his proximity.

The two (Gospel accounts have
a few other traits in common. St.
John depicts the two disciples as
being strnuck by the Baptist’s proc-
lamation of the Lamb. They ob-
viously know from experience that
they are sinners. And for them,
that is not some sort of remote
religious phraseology, but rather



something which stirs them from
within, something which is very
real to them. Since they realize
this, the Lamb becomes a sign of
hope for them, and this is why
they begin to follow him.
Scmething quite unexpected oc-
curs when Peter returns to shore
with his great catch of fish. We
might expect that he would emb-
race Jesus because of the success-
ful fishing operation, but instead
— Peter falls on his knees. He does
not hold fast to the Saviour in or-
der to possess a future guarantee
of success, but actually repels him

because he fears the power of

God. “Depart from me, for I am a
sinful man!’ (Lk 5:8).

Where man experiences God,
there he recognizes his own sinful-
ness, and it is only when he really
knows that he is sinful and has
grasped the malice of sin, that he
also comprehends the call to ‘“Re-
pend, and believe the Gospel!”
(Mk 1:15). And without conversion
it is not possible to press forward
to Jesus and to the Gospel. There

is a paradox of Chesterton’s which

expresses this relationship quite
accurately: one can recognize a
saint by ithe fact that he knows he
is a sinner (4).

The fact that cur experience of
God has grown pale is evident to-
day in the disappearance of the
experience of sin, and vice versa:
the disappearance of this knowl-
edge alienates us all the more from
God. Without falling back into a
false pedagogy of anxiety, we
should once again learn the wisdom
of the Psalmist’s word: Initium sa-
pientiae timor Domini.
genuine understanding, begins with
the correct fear of the Lord. We

Wisdom,
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must once more learn this fear in
order to acquire true love and to
grasp what it means to be able to
love him — and that he loves us.
Hence this experience of Peter, of
Andrew and of John is also a basic
pre-requisite for the apostolate
and thus also for the priesthood.
Conversion — the very first word
of Christianity — can be preached
only by one who has himself been
touched by its necessity and there-
fors has grasped the greatness of
grace.

In those fundamental elements
of the spiritual path of the apos-
tolate which are becoming visible
here, the outlines of the basic sac-
ramental structure of the Church,
and indeed of the priestly ministry
itself, are also becoming clearer.

If Baptism and Penance corres-
pond to the experience of sin, then
the mystery of the Eucharist cor-

responds to “coming” and “be-
coming percipient”, to entering
the abode of Jesus. Indeed, in a

sense which we could previously
not even imagine, the Eucharist is
Jesus’ abiding with us. “There you
shall see” — the Eucharist is the
place where we can see heaven
opened and the angels of God
ascending and descending (Jn 1:
51). Jesus dwells and ‘“abides” in
the sacrifice, in that act of love
with which he conveys himself to
the Father and through his vica-
rious love also gives us back to the
Father.

The communion Psalm 33, which
speaks about tasting and seeing,
also says, “Come ye to him and ye
shall be enlightened” (Ps 33:6).
Communion with Christ means
communication with the true light
that enlightens every man who



comes into this world (cf. Jn 1:9)
(5).

Let ws consider another point
common  to both of the Gospel
accounts with which we are con-
cerned. The superabundant catch
of fish begins to burst the nets.
Peter and his crew cannot master
the situation. Thus we read in
Luke 5:7 that they signalled to
their partners in the other boat to
come and help them. “And they
came and filled both the boats, so
that they began to sink”. The call
iof Jesus is simultaneously a calling
together, a call to “syllabesthai’,
as the Greek text puts it: to take
hold of together, to ‘“stick toget-
her” and assist one another, to
combine the efforts iof both boats.
St. John’s /Gospel expresses the
same idea. Returning from his hour
with Jesus, Andrew cannot remain
gilent about what he has found. He
calls his brother Simon to Jesus,
and the very same thing happens
to Philip, who in his turn calls
Nathanael (Jn 1:41-5). Vocation
tends toward togetherness. Voca-
tion makes disciples of us, and
cries out to [be passed on.

Every vocation has a human ele-

ment as well: the element of bro-

therliness, ©f being stimulated by
another person. When we think
back over our own lives, then each
of us knows that he was not struck
by a thunderbolt direct from hea-
ven, but that at some point he had
to be spoken to by a person of
faith, to be borne up or carried
by others. Of course, a vocation
cannot persevere if we believe only
at second hand, ‘“because So-and-
So said so”. Perseverance is pos-
sible only if, led by our brethren,
we ourselves find Jesus (cf. Jn 4:

42). Both aspects necessarily be-
long together: leading, being spo-
ken to, being carried, just as much
as our own ‘“‘coming and seeing’.
It therefore seems to me that we
should once again develop much
more courage to address one ano-
ther, to speak to one another and
not to deprecate any positive
reaction to the testimony of ot-
hers.

As one of faith’s components,
“neighbourliness” belongs to the
humaneness of believing, and wit-
hin this framework one’s own
encounter with Jesus must mature.
Hence it is not only “taking along”
and ‘‘conducting toward” which
are important, but release as well,
abandonment to the distinctive
aspects of a special call — even
when these special aspects turn
out to be different from what we
had intended for the person con-
cerned.

In St. Luke’s account, these in-

‘sights are broadened out into a

complete vision of the (Church.
James and John, the sons of Zebe-
dee, are there called koinonoi of
Simon, which here must be trans-
lated as “pantners”. In other words,
these three are described as a, fish-
ing partnership or co-operative
with Peter as head and principal
owner (6). And it is first of all this
group which Jesus calls, the koin-
onia (fellowship or ‘“‘communio’’),
the partners in Peter’s co-operative.
In Simon’s call, however, his pro-
fane vocation is reformed into an
image of the new which is to come.
The fishing partnership becomes
the “communio” or fellowship of
Jesus, and Christians will form the
“communio” of this fishing boat,
united by the call of Jesus and by
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the miracle of grace, which bestows
the riches of the sea after long and
hopeless nights. Just as they are
united in the gift, they are also uni-
ted in their joint mission.

St. Jerome gives a beautiful in-
terpretation of the title “fishers of
men’’ which actually belongs in this
context of an inner transformation
of Peter’s profession finto a vision
of what is to come (7). Jerome says
that to draw fish out of the water
means to tear them away from the
natural element in which they live
and thus to deliver them up to
death. But to draw men out of the
water of this world means to with-
draw them from deadly surround-
ings and from a starless night, giv-
ing them instead air to breathe and
the light of heaven. It means trans-
ferring men into a natural environ-
ment in which they can live and
which is simultaneously light, en-
abling them, to see the truth.

Light is life, because the natural
element or environment from which
man lives at the very deepest level
is the truth, which is simulan-
eously love. Of course, the man
who swims in the waters of the
world does not know this. Hence he
resists being drawn up out of the
water. It is as though be believes
he were a very normal fish, which
must die when pulled up out of the
depths. And as a matter of fact,

IL.

Since I want to stress the unity
of the two Testaments, the second
passage I wish to discuss is taken
from the Old Testament, from
Psalm 16 (or 15, according to the
Greek enumeration). The older
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that is indeed a death sentence. But
this death leads into that true life
in which a man really attains to
himself. To be a disciple means to
let oneself be “caught” by Jesus, by
the mysterious ffish which descend-
ed into the water of this world, in-
deed, into the water of death; who
himself became fish in order to al-
low himself first to; be caught by
us, in order to'become the Bread of
Life for us. He allows himself to be
caught so that we can be caught
by him and find| the courage to let
ourselves bbe pulled along with him
out of the waters of our habits and
our comforts. Jesus became a
fisher of men by taking the night of
the sea upon himself, by himself
descending into the Passion of the
depths.

One can only become a fisher of
men when one applies oneself to
the task the way Jesus did. And
furthermore, one can 'only become
a fisher of men when one trusts in
the bark of Peter, when one has
entered into fellowship or “com-
munio’” with Peter. A wvocation is
not a private matter, merely fol-
lowing the cause of Jesus at one’s
own expense. The sphere of a voca-
tion is the entire Church, which can
exist only in fellowship with Peter
and thus with the apostles of Jesus
Christ.

Priestly spirituality in Psalm 15 (16)

priests among us once spoke the
fifth verse of this Psalm when we
were made clerics in the rite of
tonsure, almost like a motto for
what we had undertaken as clerics.
Every time this Psalm recurs (it is



now part of Compline on Thurs-
days) I am forced to recall how I
tried at that time to comprehend
the rite itself by wunderstanding
this text, so that once understood,
I could carry out and live the rite.
Thus this verse has become a pre-
cious beacon for me, and it re-
mains today a sympol-of what it
means to be a priest, and of how
priestly existence is realized. The
Vulgate text reads “Dominus pars
hereditatis meae et calicis mei. Tu
es qui restitues hereditatem meam
mihi”’: The Lord himself is the por-
tion of mine inheritance, and of
my cup: thou shalt grant me my
portion’.

This sentence makes concrete
what had been said earlier, in
verse 2: “I have no good beyond
Thee!”, and it does so to a very
wordly turn of phrase, in a very
pragmatic ‘context which does not
appear to be theological at all: in
the language of the occupation and
distribution of the land in Tsrael as
this is described in the book of
Joshua and in the Pentateuch (8).
The priestly tribe of Levi was not a
party to the distribution of the land
among the tribes of Israel. The
Levites received mno land because
“The Lord himself is his posses-
sion” (Dt 10;9 and cf. Josh 13:14)
and “I (Yahweh) am thy portion
and inheritance” (Num 18:20).
Here, it is first of all a very con-
crete case of sustenance which is
being dealt with: the Israelites live
from the land which is assigned
them — the land forms the physi-
cal basis of their existence.
Through the possession of land
each individual has, so to speak,
his very life apportioned to him. It
is only the priests who receive
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their livelihood not from tilling
their own soil, but from Yahweh
himself, who is their sole scurce of
life, even of physical life. To put it
concretely, the priests live from
their portion of the sacrificial vic-
tims and the other cult offerings, in
other words from that which has
been given - over to God and in
which they as ritual ministers are
entitled to share.

Thus two different types of
physical livelihood are first of all
expressed here, but both of them
necessarily lead to a deeper level
when viewed from the stand-point
of Israel’s typical thinking in terms
of totality. For the individual Isra-
elite, the land is not merely a gua-
rantee of support. It is his way of
participating in the promise which
God gave to Abraham and thus his
intimate inviclvement in the God-
given context in which the Cho-
sen People live their lives. It thus
simultaneously becomes the war-
rant of sharing in God’s own vital
power The Levite, in contrast, pos-
sesses no land and in that sense re-
mains without security because he
is excluded from the earthly guar-
antees. He is directly and immed-
iately “cast upon Yahweh’ and up-
on him alone, as Psalm 22 says
(verse 10).

Although in the case of the occu-
pation of the land the guarantee of
life can somehow be disconnected
from God, at least in the superficial
sense of offering an independent
type of security (so to speak), this
is impossible in the Levitical form °
of life. There, God alone is quite
directly the warrant of life — even
earthly, physical life depends upon
him. If worship were to cease, the
very basis of physical life would



also disappear And thus the life of
the Levite is at once privilege and
hazard. Proximity to God in the
sanctuary is the sole and direct
source and focus of life.

At this point, T think a digression
is in order. The terminology of
verses five and six is plainly that
of the occupation of the land and
the different type of sustenance al-
lotted to the tribe of Levi. This
means that our Psalm is the song
of a priest who expresses therein
the physical and spiritual centre of
his life. The person praying here
has not merely interpreted the legal
stipulations, the external lack of
property and living from and for
worship in ithe sense of a certain
type of guaranteed livelihood, but
has lived all of this in the direction
of its real foundation. He has spiri-
tualized the law, igone beyond it
toward (Christ precisely by realiz-
ing its true content For us, two
things are important about this
Psalm. First of all, it is a priestly
prayer, and secondly we ican here
clearly observe how the Old Testa-
ment internally surpasses itself in
the direction of Christ, how the
Old 'Covenant approaches the New
and thus renders visible the unity
of salvation history. To live, not
from, possessions but, from the cult,
means for this worshipper: to live in
God’s presence, to locate his exist-
ence in (the interior approach to
him. In this regard, Hans-Joachim
Kraus quite rightly points out that
here, the Old Testament reveals the
beginnings of a, mystical commu-
nion with, God which develops out
of the special mature of the Leviti-
cal prerogatives (9).

‘And so Yahweh has become the
“land” of the worshipper praying
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this Psalm. The next verses clarify
what this means in terms of con-
crete, everyday life. Verse 8 says,
“I have set the Lord always before
me”’ Accordingly, the suppliant
lives in God’s presence; he keeps
the Lord constantly before himself.
The next phrase varies the same
idea by saying “For he is on my
right hand”. The core content of
these Levitical prerogatives thus
proves to be being in God’s compa-
ny, knowing that he is at one’s side,
associating with him, contemplat-
ing him and being contemplated by
him. Thus God actually becomes
the “land” or the ‘“landscape” of
one’s own life; thus we dwell and
“abide’” with him. And at this point
the Psalm makes contact with
what we discovered earlier in St.
John’s Gospel. Accordingly, to be a
priest means to come to him, to
abede, and thus to learn how to see;
to abide in his abode

The precise manner in which this
occurs becomes more tangible in
the verses which; follow. Here, the
priest praying the Psalm praises
the Lord for having “given him
counsel”, and e thanks the Lord
because he has “instructed him in
the right season.” With this turn
of phrase both, Septuagint and Vul-
gate texts are plainly thinking of
the physical pain which “instructs”
men. Education or, “instruction” is
conceived of as “being bent into
the preper shape” for a truly hu-
man existence, and this cannot take
place without suffering. In this
context, the term ‘“‘instruction” is
intended as a comprehensive ex-
pression for leading man to salva-
tion, for that series of transforma-
tions by which we are changed
from clay into the image of God,



and thus become capable of eternal
union with him. The external rod
of the disciplinarian is here re-
placed by the sufferings of life, in
which, God leads us and brings us
to dwell with him.

All of this recalls that great
Psalm of God’s Word, Ps 119,
which we now pray during the
week in the hora media It is actual-
ly constructed around the basic
statement of the Levite’s existence:
Thou art my portion, O Lord
(verse 57 and cf. verse 14). Thus
we find in abundant wvariety the
basic ideas in which Psalm 16 ex-
pounds this reality: “Thy testimo-
nies... are my counsellors” (verse
24). “It is good for me that I have
been in trouble, that I may learn
thy statutes” (verse 71). “I know,
O Lord, that thy judgements are
right and that in faithfulness thou
hast afflicted me” ((verse 75). Only
then can one grasp the profundity
of that petition which recurs like a
refrain throughout the Psalm: “O
teach me thy statutes!” (verses 12,
26, 29, 33, 64).

Wherever life is so truly cen-
tred upon God’s Word, there it
comes about that the Lord “coun-
sels” us. The words of Scripture
are no longer scme remote gene-
ralities, but speak quite directly in-
to my life The Scriptures step out
of the distance of history and be-
come words addressed to me in
person. “The Lord is my counsel-
lor”’; my very life becomes a word
of his. And thus Psalm 16:11 comes
true: “Thou hast showed me the
ways of life”. Life ceases to be a
dark mystery. We begin to grasp
what it means to “live”. Life opens
itself up, and in the midst of all the
tribulation, of “being instructed”, it
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becomes a joy. “Thy statutes are
my songs”’, says Psalm 119:54, and
here in Psalm 16 the situation is no
different: “Therefore did my heart
rejoice and my tongue was glad”
(verse 9); “Thou shalt make me full
of joy with thy countenance At thy
right hand there is pleasure and joy
for evermore” (verse 11).

When we succeed in reading the
Old Testament in the light of its
central core and accept God’s
Word as the landscape of life, then
we touch upon him whom we be-
lieve as God’s living Word. To me,
it seems no mere accident that in
the ancient Church this Psalm be-
came the great prophecy of the Re-
surrection, a description of the new
David and of the definitive priest
Jesus Christ. To learn to live does
not mean to master some sort of
technique, but rather it means to
pass beyond death. The mystery of
Jesus Christ, his death and his re-
surrection rise resplendent where-
ever the suffering of the word and
its indestructible elan vital are ex-
perienced.

It is therefore unnecessary to
make any more great applications
to our own spirituality. A funda-
mental component of priestly exist-
ence is something resembling the
Levite’s “apartness’”, his lack of
land, his being cast exclusively up-
on God The vocation account in St
Luke which we considered earlier
closes with the pointed words,
“They forsook all and followed
thim” (Lk 5:11). There is no priest-
hood without such an act of aban-
donment. Without this sign of un-
compromising freedom, the call to
imitation is impossible.

I think that this point of view
renders highly significant, indeed



makes indispensable, celibacy as
the abandonment of an earthly land
of future promise and of life in
one’s own family, so that the basic
state of being delivered up to God
alone remains intact and becomes
quite concrete. This of course im-
plies that celibacy makes demands
on one’s entire life style. Celibacy
cannot fulfil its purpose if in all
other areas we simply follow the
rules of possession and procedure
customary in life today. And above
all, celibacy cannot last if we do
not positively make “settling down
with God” to be the centre of our
lives Both Psalm 16 and Psalm 119
strongly emphasize the need for
constant = meditative association
with the Word of God, which can-
not become our ‘homestead” in
any other way.

The community aspect of liturgi-
cal piety which necessarily belongs
here is suggested by the reference

in Psalm 16 to the Lord as “my
cup” (verse 5). In Old Testament
diction, this surely refers either
to the cup of wine which went
round at cultic meals, or to the cup
of fate, the cup of anger or of sal-
vation (10).

In this prayer, the priest of the
New Testament can find therein a
special reference to that chalice
through which the Lord has be-
come our “land” in the most pro-
fouund sense: the Eucharistic cha-
lice in which he distributes himself
as our life. Priestly life in God’s
presence is thus concretized as life
in the Eucharistic mystery. At bot-
tom, the Eucharist is the “land”
which has become our portion and
of which we may well say, “The
lines have fallen for me in pleasant
places; yea I have a goodly herit-
age” (verse 6).

And here, two remarks of funda-
mental importance emerge.

- ITI. Two basic conclusions from the Scriptural texts

a) The unity of the two Testa-
ments

In my view, a particularly im-
portant aspect of this priestly
prayer of the Old and the New
Covenant is the fact that here the
inner unity of biblical spirituality
and its basic manifestations in life,
become visible,. indeed capable of
being lived out in practice This is
so significant lbecause one of the
principal reasons . for. the exegeti-
cally and  theologically motivated
crisis of the priest’s.image was pre-
cisely the separation of the Old
Testament from the New: their re-
lationship was seen.only in. the dia-

lectical tension ©of opposites,
namely “law’ and “Gospel”. It was
generally agreed that the New Tes-
tament ministries had nothing at all
to do with the offices in the Old
Testament. The fact that one could
portray the Catholic concept of the
priesthood as a. reversion to the
Old Testament was regarded as an
ironclad refutation of the Catholic
idea. It was claimed that Christo-
logy meant the definitive abolition
of all kinds of priesthood, the de-
molition  of the boundaries bet-
ween the Sacred and the Profane,
and the renunciation of all history
of ‘religions and- their idea of the

priesthood.
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Wherever it was possible to
point . out links between the
Church’s concept iof the priest and
the ©Old Testament or ideas bor-
rowed from the istory of re-
liigons, this was done as a sign
that Christianity had gone astray in
the ecclesiastical area, and as a
proof against the; Church’s doctrine
on the priesthood. But this in fact
meant that we were cut off from
the entire stream of sources, from
biblical piety and indeed from hu-
man experience itself. It meant that
we were banished into a wordliness
whose  rigid “Christomonism”
actually dissolved the biblical im-
age of Christ.

This in turn is related to the fact
that the Old Testament itself had
falsely been constructed as the op-
position between “law’” and “pro-
phets”, whereby “law” was identi-
fied with the cultic and the priestly,
while the “prophetic’’ element was
equated with criticism, of the cult
and with a pure ethics of humani-
tarianism which finds God in one’s
neighbour, not in the Temple. On
this basis it was of course possible
to refer to the cultic element as
“legalism”’ in contrast to prophetic
piety, which was characterized as
“faith in grace”. The result was
that the New Testament was rele-
gated to the realm of anti-cultic
and of the purely humanitarian.
In view of this basic attitude, every
attempted approach to the priest-
hood was condemned to remain
fruitless and unconvincing.

The real discussion with this en-
tire complex of ideas has not yet
taken place. He who prays the

priestly Psalm 16 along with the

other related psalms, - especially
Psalm, 119, will become quite aware
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of the fact that the supposed oppo-
sition in principle between cult and
prophecy ior Christology, simply
collapses upon itself. This Psalm is
in fact both a priestly and a pro-
phetic prayer ,in which the purest
and most profound elements of pro-
phetic piety come to the fore — as
priestly piety. Since this is so, the
Psalm is a Christological text.
Since this is so, Christianity has
since its earliest days regarded this
Psalm, as a prayer of Jesus Christ,

' which he dedicates anew to us, so

that we may be permitted to pray
it anew with him(cf. Apoc 2:25-9).
In this Psalm, the new priesthood
of Jesus Christ expresses itself pro-
phetically, and in this Psalm we can
see how in the New Covenant the
priesthood, proceeding from Christ,
continues to exist in the unity of all
salvation history ,and indeed must
continue to exist. On the basis of
this Psalm we can understand that
the Lord does not abolish the Law
but fulfils it and conveys it anew
to the Church, truly “storing it
away”’ in the Church as an expres-
sion of grace. The Old Testament
belongs to Christ, and in (Christ, to
us. The faith can live only in the
unity of the Testaments.

b) The Sacred and the Profane

And that brings me to my second
remark Once we regain the -Old
Testament, we must also overcome
the disparagement of the Sacred
and the mystique of the Profane.
Naturally, Christianity is a leaven
and the Sacred is not something
closed and final, . but  something
dynamic. Every ' priest has been
commissioned to “Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations!” (Mt



28:19). But this dynamism of being
sent out, this inner openness and
breadth of -the Gospel cannot be
' transposed into the slogan, “Go ye
therefore and yourselves become
part of the world! Go ye into the
world and confirm it in its worldli-
ness!” The contrary is the case.
There is a sacred mystery of God,
the mustard seed of the Gospel,
which is not identical with the
world but is rather destined to pe-
netrate the whole world. Hence we
must once more find the courage
to distinguish: what is Christian —
and that not in order to seperate or
to differentiate, but to transform, to
be truly dynamic.

In an interview given in 1975,
Eugene Ionescu, a founder of the
‘“Theatre of the Absurd”, express-
ed this with the total passion typi-
cal of the thirsty, seeking men of
our day. I quote a few sentences:

“The Chunch does not want to
lose her customers, she wants to
gain new ones. That results in a
type of secularization which is
really miserable... The world is
losing itself and the Church loses
itself in the world, the parish
priests are stupid and mediocre (he
would surely say the same thing
about the bishops!), they are happy
to be human beings just like every
other mediocre, leftist petty bour-
geois. T have heard a parish priest

say-in ¢hurch, ‘Let’s be happy, let’s
all shake hands.., Jesus wishes
each of you a very good day!” It
will not be long until someone sets
up a bar for communion of bread
and wine, and serves sandwiches
and Beaujolais. To me, that seems
unbelievable stupidity and com-
pletely non-spiritual. Brotherliness
is neither mediocrity nor fraterni-
zation. We need the Supra-Tempo-
ra, because what is religion or the
Sacred? All that remains is nothing;
nothing solid, everything is in mo-
tion. What we really need, though,
is a rock™ (11).

In this connection I recall some

of the stimulating sentences to be
found in Peter Handke’s new piece
“Over the Villages”. For example:
“Nobody wants us, and nobody
ever wanted us..., Our houses are
trellises of despair standing in em-
ptiness.., We are not on the wrong
road, we’re not on any road at all. ..
How forsaken mankind is” (12).
. I believe that when one hears
these voices — voices 6f men who
quite consciously live in the world
of today, living, suffering, singing
— then it becomes clear that ione
cannot serve this world with banal
officiousness. Such a wiorld does
not need corroboration, it needs
transformation — the radicality of
the Gospel. '

IV. A concluding thought: giving and receiving (Mk 10:28-31)

By way of conclusion T would
like to touch briefly upon one more
text: Mark 10:28:31. There, Peter
says to Jesus, ‘“Behold, we have left
all things and have followed thee”.

St Matthew makes explicit what
was obviously the point of the
question: “What shall we have
therefore?”

We have already spoken about



relinquishing or abandoning, which
is an indispensable element of
apostolic, priestly spirituality. Let
us therefore turn at once to Jesus’
astonishing reply. He does not re-
ject Peter’s question out of hand,
as one might expect. He does not
reproach Peter becase he expects a
reward, but rather admits that
Peter is right: “Truly, I say to you,
there is no one who has left house,
or brothers or sisters or mother or
father or children or lands, for my
sake and for the 'Gospel who will
not receive a hundredfold now in
this time, houses and brothers and
sisters and mothers and children
and lands, with persecutions, and
in the age to come eternal life”
(Mk 10:29-30).

God is magnanimous, and if we
look at iour lives honestly, then we
know that he has indeed repaid
every abondonment a hundredfold.
He will not allow us to surpass him
in generosity. He does not wait for

the world to come in order to re-
pay, but even now gives in return a
hundred to one, though in spite of
this the world remains the scene of
persecutions, sufferings and tribu-
lations. 'St Teresa of Avila expres-
sed this statement of Jesus in the
simple formula, “Even in this life,
God repays a hundredfold” (13). All
we need is the courage to begin by
giving our “‘one”’, as Peter did when
on the strength of the Lord’s word
he put out once again in the morn-
ing — he gave one, and received a
hundred.

And so I think that in all our
pusillanimity we should constantly
beg Our Lord for this courage, and
for the faith and confidence that
lie therein. And we should thank
him for those upon whom he has
bestowed this courage, and whom
he gives to us as signs of en-
couragement, in order to invite us
to make the leap into the hands of
his mercy.

NOTES

1) From the wvast literature on
“lrenaeus and Gnosis™ cf. most re-
cently H.J. Jaschke, lrenaeus von
Lyon “Die ungeschminkte Wahrheit"
(Roma 1980).

2) For the following remarks con-
cerning John 1:35-42 | am indebted
to the fundamental suggestions of
C.M. Martini, - “Damit ihr Frieden
habt. Geistliches Leben nach dem

Johannesevangelium” (Freiburg
1982) 204-9. .

3) lbid., 207.

4) Cited by Cardinal Suenens,

Renouveau et puissance des téne-
bres’”’, Document de Malines 4
(1982) 60. On this subject see pp.
37-61 in Suenens’ book as well as
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K. Hemmerle, “Das Haus des bar-
mherzigen Vaters” (Freiburg 1982)
17-25.

5) The standard German transla-
tion renders Ps 33 i(34)6 in light of
the Hebrew: text as “They that look

‘up to him 'shall be radiant”, whereas

the iLatin Vulgate, following the Sep-
tuagint, renders “Come ye to him
and ye shall be enlightened”. It was
precisely the phrase “ye shall be en-
lightened”” which called forth a very
strong echol in the philosophy, and
theology of the Church Fathers, and
we are quite justified in regarding
this verse in the Septuagint versions
as one of the key phrases of Chris-
tian liturgy and theology. We are of

——



course confronted here with the 8. On what follows, see H.J.

question of the specific rank to be Kraus, “Psalmen [I” (Neukirchen-

attributed to the Greek Old Testa- Viuyn 1960) 118-27.

ment. This problem must be re- 9) Ibid., 123.

flected upon anew. Noteworthy in 10) Cf. H. Gross-H. Reinelt,

this regard is H. Gese, “Zur biblis- “Des Buch der Psalmen |'" (Dlssel-

chen Theologie”” (Miinchen 1977) dorf 1978 88 ff.

9-3, esp. 27 ff. and see also P. Be- 11) E.' lonescu, “Gegengifte”

noit, “Exegese und Theologie" (Minchen 1879) 158, 159.

(Dusseldorf 1965) 15-22. .~ 12) P. Handke, “Uber die Dorfer”

' 6. On this see F. Hauck, Koino- (Frankfurt 1981) 94 ff.

nos Ktl.: TWNT 3 (1938) 798-810, 13) “Libro de vida” 22/15 and cf.

here above all 799, 802, 804. U.M. Schiffers, “Gott liebt beherzte
7) Jerome, In Ps 141 ad neo- Seelen’’: Pastoralblatt 34 (1982)

phytos, CChr 78-544. 294.

HUTNA FIS-SACERDOZJU LI L-MULEJ SEJJAH GHANDU

TUL IS-SENA 1983

Mal-lista 1i dehret fin-nru. 41, irid jizdied:

P. Pawl PISANI tal-Konventwali twieled il-Belt fil-21 ta’ Mejju
1913 u fit-28 ta’ Ottubru 1928 gie accettat fl-Ordni tal-Frangiskani
konventwali u beda n-novizzjat tieghu Ghawdex f1-1913; ipprofessa
Venezja f1-1937 u ordna sléerdot Padova fl1-1939 wara li temm l-is-
tudji tieghu f’diversi kulleggi fl-Ttalja.

P. Pawl kellu hafna karigi fl-Ordni u kellu hafna ghal galbu
I-muzika sagra; kien predikatur imfittex hafna u hadem hafna
ghall-missjonijiet frangiskani u fost it-terzjarji frangiskani tal-
Provinc¢ja. Miet ta’ 70 sena fis-17 ta ’Novembru, fl-Isptar San Luga
wara marda twila 1i garrabha b’rassenjazzjoni kbira.
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IL-JUM NAZZJONALI
Cirkolari Nru. 136

Nhar is-Sibt, 31 ta’> Marzu, Mailta ti¢celebra 1-Jum Nazzjonali.

L-interess taghna f’celebrazzjonijiet ta’ importanza nazzjonali !
jintwera aabel xejn billi nroddu hajr lil Alla ghall-ghajnuna li ghog-
bu jsawwab fuq Art Twelidna fil-grajjiet li bihom hi minsuga 1-Is-
torja taghha. !

Barra minn dan okkazjonijiet bhal dawn jigbdulna 1-attenzjoni
taghna ghad-dmir li ghandna li nkunu cittadini lejali lejn Alla u
lejn pajjizna. Dan id-dmir nuruh fis-sewwa jekk ilkoll kemm ahna
naghmlu hilitna biex nghixu marbutin flimkien bhal ahwa fi
Kristu.

Hu ghalhekk li, f’konnessjoni mal-Jum Nazzjonali, 1-Ec¢c¢ellenza
Tieghu Monsinjur Arcisgof, dejjem hergan li jarana nhabirku ghall-
progress ta’ Artna fl-ghozza ta’ bejnietna, iridni ngharraf 1li nhar
is-Sibt, 31 ta’ Marzu, sejjer igaddes Quddiesa Pontifikali fil-Kon-
kattidral ta’ San Gwann. Il-Quddiesa tibda fid-9.30 a.m.

Monsinjur Arcisgof jordna wkoll lill-Kappillani, lis-Superjuri
Religjuzi u lir-Retturi tal-Knejjes biex:—

a) gabel xejn, iheggu lin-nies 1i jattendu l-knejjes taghhom biex
jitolbu lill-Mulej halli, fit-tieba tieghu, iwarrab minn pajjizna
kull ghamla ta’ glied u vjolenza; jaghtina risq tajjeb u paci
shiha; u jaghmel 1li fostna ssaltan dejjem l-egwalianza u 1-gus-
tizzja.

b) jitkanta 1-Innu Malti wara 1-Quddies ta’ lejliet u nhar il-Festa.

c) jinxteghlu l-fac¢cati tal-Knejjes

i) il-Gimgha, 30 ta’ Marzu bejn is-7.00 u 1-11.00 p.m.
1i) is-Sibt, 31 ta’ Marzu bejn 1s-7.00 u 1-11.00 p.m.
iii) fit-Talba tal-Fidili jzidu l-invokazzjoni:
“Hares Mulej minn kull hsara lil Art Twelidna,
u sawwab fugha I-Barka Tieghek, 1i hi rahan ta’
kull ¢gid materjali-u spiritwali”.

Mahruga mill-Kurja ta’ 1-Arcisqgof, Floriana, illum 16 ta’ Marzu 1984.

Carmelo Xuereb
Vigarju Generali
Annetto Depasauale
Kancellier
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' IL-GIMGHA TAS-SAGRIFICCIJU
Cirkulari Nru. 137

Matul il-granet 1li gejjin kull nisrani jhoss il-bzonn li jingabar
aktar u jimmedita b’aktar imhabba fuq il-mewt ta’ Gesu fuq is-
Salib. .

Fil-liturgija taghha 1-Knisja trodd hajr lill-Missier tas-Sema
ghall-migja ta’ Gesu fostna li “bil-mewt tieghu gered il-mewt taghna
u bil-gawmien tieghu mill-imwiet raddilna hajja gdida” (Prefazju
tal-Ghid).

Izda 1-Knisja mhux biss trid 1i ahna nroddu hajr lil Alla ghall-
grajja tal-Fidwa; hi tistedinna wkoll biex nahdmu ghal tigdida
shiha u radikali ta’ hajjitna u tissuggerilna li fost il-mezzi ewlenin
ghal dil-bidla interna jnghaddu t-talb, u l-ghemejjel ta’ ¢ahda u
ta’ hniena ma’ ghajrna.

Wiehed mis-Santi Padri tal-hames seklu tal-Knisja maghruf
ghiall-manjiera sempli¢i u prattika 1i biha kien ikellem lill-komunita
nisranija tieghu f'wahda mill-priedki tieghu gaamlilhom dan l-ap-
pell: “Offru ruhkom lil Alla, offrulu s-sagrifi¢¢ju tac-cahdiet tagh-
kom . Izda ma rridkomx tingannaw irwiehkom. Jekk intom tridu 1i
1-offerta. taghkom infuskom lill-Mulej tkun minnu migjuba jkun
mehtieg 1i din tkun imsiehba ma’ 1-opri tal-hniena; ghaliex is-sagri-
ficéji taghna ma jimbtux jekk ma jkunux imsogqgija bl-ghemejjel tal-
karita u tal-hniena nisranija. Il-karita hi, ghac¢-cahdiet taghna, dak
li- n-nida hi ghall-ant”.

Okkazjoni flokha biex nuru li ahna tassew nifhmu s-sbuhija u
1-utilita tal-karita nisranija sejra tkun il-Gimgha ta’ Sagrifi¢éju,
organizzata. bhas-snin ta’ qabel mis-Segretarjat ta’ 1-Assistenza
Socjali ta’ 1-Azzjoni Kattolika.

Din il-Gimgha sejra tibda fit-13 ta’ April, festa tad-Duluri u
tispi¢ca f1-20 ta’ April, il-jum li jfakkarna fil-Passjoni u fil-Mewt
ta’ Gesu fug is-Salib.

Monsinjur Arcisgof, ukoll, jordna li nhar is-Sibt, 14 ta’ April,
matul il-quddies ta’ filghaxija u nhar il-Hadd, 15 ta’ April matul il-
auddies kollu, issir gabra 1i tinghata lill-Fond ta’ 1-Assistenza Soc¢-
jali.

Mahruga mill-Kurja Arciveskovili, illum 4 ta’ April 1984.

Carmelo Xuereb
Vigarju Generali
Annetto Depasquale
Kancellier
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ITTRA TAL-VIGARJU GENERALI LILL-KLERU GHAL
HAMIS IX-XIRKA

Kurja Arciveskovili
Furjana.
12 ta’ April 1984

Ghaziz hija fis-Saec¢rdozju,

Frittra 1i 1-Qdusija ieghu 1-Papa baghat lilna s-sacerdoti ghall-
Jum ta’ Hamis ix-Xirka ta’ din is-sena kitbilna hekk:—

“Famis ix-Xirka hu 1-Jum 1i fih kull wiehed minna hu mistie-

den jahseb ghal darb’ohra, b’qalbu kollha hajr, fid-don ghaziz

moghti minn Kristu meta ghamilna sac¢erdoti tieghu’.

Is-sejha taghna hi sejha l-aktar nobpli. Biha sirna:—

— dawk 1i jridu jhabbru 1-Bxara t-Tajba;

— dawk 1i jridu jdewwu l-griehi tal-qlub tal-bnedmin:

— dawk 1i ghandhom ihabbru lill-umanita 1-helsien minn tanft
nazen

— dawk li jridu jahfru d-dnubiet u jhabbu I-bniedem ma’ Alla;

— dawk 1li jridu jhabbu u jghagadu lill-bnedmin bejniethom.

Din il-missjoni tant gaddisa turina bic-c¢ar kemm jehtigilna —
kif tenna 1-Papa — “li niggeddu fil-vokazzjoni taghna’.

Zmien propizju ghal din it-tigdida kien iz-zmien ta’ din is-sena
tal-Gublew tal-Fidwa.

Zmien aktar propizju biex nikkonfermaw il-konsagrazzjoni tota-
li ta’ qalbna u tal-hidmieti taghna lil Kristu hu dak li jfakkarna fil-
gurnata li fiha Gesu, Sacerdot Etern, waqqaf is-Sacerdozju.

Kien dal-hsieb 1i gqangal 1il Monsinjur Arcisgof jitlobni niktbil-
kom u nistedinkom biex nikkoncelebraw mieghu 1-Quddiesa 1li Hu
jqaddes f’San Gwann fid-9.30 a.m. nhar il-FHamis ix-Xirka, 19 ta’
April.

Madwaru u f’rabta mieghu, Monsinjur Arcisqof jixtiegna nsah-
hu 1-ghagda ta’ bejnietna u ngeddu, b’galb l-aktar safja, il-weghdiet
taghna ta’ amministraturi fidili tal-Misteri t’Alla. Ghal kull wiehed
minna X-xewqga tar-Raghaj taghna hi kmand 1i ahna ma nongsux 1i
nwettqu b’imhabba filjali.

Fil-waqt 1i-bi pjacir inwassallek il-Barka Pastorali ¢a’ Monsin-
jur Arcisqof ninghagad ma’ 1-istess Eccellenza tieghu biex nixtieq
lilek w lill-familja tieghek kollha Ghid mimli b’ferh qaddis.

Fraternament tieghek fi Kristu Sacerdot

Mons. Carmelo Xuereb
Vigarju Generali.
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ITTRA TAL-VIGARJU GENERALI DWAR FUNZJONIJIET
LITURGICI MINN XI MOVIMENTI

Kurja Arciveskovili, Floriana
16 ta’ April 1984
Ghaziz Arcipriet/Kappillan,

F’din il-Kurja geghdin jaslu diversi Imenti dwar funzjonijiet
liturgici organizzati f'¢erti parrocéi minn Movimenti ta’ 1-Apostolat
u ta’ Spiritwalita minghajr il-permess ta’ din 1-istess Kurja.

Ma jkunx ta’ gid ghall-Parroc¢céa jekk, anki bl-akbar intenzjoni
tajba, isiru attivitajiet 1i b’xi mod ixekklu 1-bini tal-komunita par-
rokkjali. Ma jkunx ta’ edifikazzjoni ghall-insara l-ohra jekk Movi-
ment ta’ I-apostolat jingata’ ghal rasu u jibda jorganizza, bhala
haga normali, quddies u ¢elebrazzjonijiet liturgi¢i ohra li normal-
ment isiru ghall-pubbliku.

Dan gieghel 1il Monsinjur Arcisqof jitlobni niktbilkom biex
tfakkru lill-membri tal-Ghaqdiet u tal-Movimenti Kattoli¢i tal-
Parroc¢ca taghkom fil-Konc¢ilju Vatikan II li jghallem li I-Parroccéa
ghandha tkun komunita ta’ Fidi, ta’ Tama u ta’ Mhabba u li 1-mem-
bri mpenjati fl-apostolat taghhom ikunu l-ewwel xXiehda tar-rabta
1i taghmel mill-Parrocca Gisem wiehed 1li tieghu Kristu hu r-Ras.

Hi ghalhekk rieda ta’ Monsinjur Arc¢isgof 1i:—

(a) La fi Knejjes Parrokkjali u langas f’ebda Knisja ohra ma. ssir
il-funzjoni tal-Vgili tal-Ghid hlief darba wahda biss;

(b) fejn matul il-Funzjoni tal-Vgili tal-Ghid jigi c¢elebrat ir-Rit
tal-Maghmudija din ma ssirx ‘per immersionem’. Dan ighodd
ghac-celebrazzjoni tal-maghmudija matul is-sena kollha.u sa-
kemm il-Konferenza Episkopali Maltija ma tiddec¢idix mod
ienor.

F’dan il-kuntest Monsinjur Arc¢isgof irid jinnota 1li jkun abbuz
ta’ min jikkundannah 1li wiehed ihalli zmien twil ighaddi bejn it-
twelid ta’ trabi u l-maghmudja taghhom. Il-Kan. 867 tad-Dritt Ka-
noniku jghid: “Il-Genituri huma obbligati 1i jhabirku biex uliedhom
jiréievu l-maghmudija fl-ewwel gimghat mit-twelid taghhom”.

Monsnjur Arcisqof jixtiegek twassal il-kontenut ta’ din l-ittra
lis-Sacerdoti 1i jmexxu 1-Movimenti Kattolici tal-Parro¢éa tieghek
malli tir¢éiviha. Hu perswaz il dawn, anki jekk b’sagrifi¢eju, fi spirtu
ta’ ubbidjenza filjali, ma jongsux li jwettau d-direttivi tieghu.

Ningeda b’din Jl-okkaZjoni biex inwassal lilek, lis-Sac¢erdoti ko-
operaturi tigehek u lill-Membri tal-Movimenti Parrokkjali tieghek
il-barka, ta’ Monsinjur Arc¢isqof b’rahan ta’ dak il-gid 1i 1-Mulej
ixerred fuq dawk li jhobbuh.

Tieghek fi Kristu
Mons. Carmelo Xuereb
Vigarju Generali
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IL-FESTA TA’ SAN GUZEPP HADDIEM
Cirkulari Nru. 138

Matul dawn 1-ahhar mitt sena l-ewwel ta’ Mejju, beda jigi mha-
res bhala Jum il-Haddiem.

Izda: sfortunatament din il-gurnata ma damitx ma tellfet 1-as-
pett nisrani moghti minn Gesu lill-hidma ta’ l1-idejn u tal-mohh
tal-bniedem. L-ewwel ta’ Mejju sar ghajn ta’ glied u ta’ firda bejn
l-ahwa, membri ta’ 1-istess familja umana.

Kien dan 1i gieghel lill-Papa Piju XII jaghzel 1i, ’Jum il-Had-
diem, tigi ¢elebrata 1-festa ta’ San Guzepp, u li dan il-gaddis jigi
maghruf bhala 1-Patrun tal-haddiema.

B’din 1-ghazla, il-Papa ried ighaggad flimkien kemm il-haddie-
ma ta’ 1-id kif ukoll dawk tal-mohh, igaghlhom ihossw 1i huma ahwa.
bejniethom u jhajjarhom biex, b’hidma pacifika, jaffermaw id-din-
jita tax-xoghol.

Hi responsabbilta gravi, kemm tal-mexxejja tal-gnus kif ukoll
ta’ dawk li jhaddmu, 1i jagharfu d-dinjita tal-haddiem u s-siwi kbir
ta’ 1-opra tieghu fil-progress ta’ l-umanita.

Kull meta u fejn il-haddiem jigi meqjus bhala rota fil-magna
tal-produzzjoni tal-gid ta’ nazzjon, il-haddiem ikun gieghed jigi
misrug mid-dinjita tieghu ta’ bniedem u mitfugh fil-fagar.
trijalizzati u lahqu certu livell ta’ progress, m’ghadux izjed il-kaz li
wiehed jitkellem fuq il-fagar f’sens materjali biss. Jezisti fagar iehor
— dak ta’ meta I-haddiem jigi méahhad mid-dinjita tieghu. Ahna,
bhala nsara, li nemmnu li Gesu, bl-ezempju tieghu ta’ haddiem fil-
hanut ta’ Nazareth, wera li x-xoghol ghandu valur kbir fil-pjan tal-
holgien irridu ta’ bil-fors nikkundannaw kull sfruttament tal-had-
diem u nikkunsidraw li, fejn ix-xoghol jigi mc¢ahhad min-nobilta 1i
jisthoqqglu, il-haddiem ikun gieghed jigi misrug mid-dinjita 1i tixrag
lill-persuna umana.

Jalla kulhadd jifhem li 1-haddiema, kemm fil-paga 1i jinghataw
u kemm fil-kundizzjonijiet tax-xoghol 1i jkollhom, ghandhom ikunu
stmati bhala bnedmin mahluga xbieha tal-Mulej.

‘Monsinjur Arcisgof iridni nfakkar 1i hu sejjer igaddes ghall-
bzonnijiet materjali u spiritwali tal-haddiema fil-Konkattidral ta’
San Gwann, il-Belt, it-Tlieta, 1 ta’ Mejju f1-10.00 a.m.

F’din il-Quddiesa se jikkoncelebraw is-Sacerdoti 1i jaghmlu hid-
ma, pastorali fil-fabbriki u fil-postijiet tax-xoghol. Tkun haga sa-
biha 1i, dawk kollha li jistghu, jiehdu sehem f’din il-Quddiesa.

Monsinjur Arcéisqof irid ukoll 1i 1-Kappillani u r-Retturi tal-
Knejjes, iheggu lin-nies tal-Parroc¢ca taghhom halli jgaddsu 1-festa
ta’ San Guzepp Haddiem bit-talb u bl-opri tajba.

Mahruga mill-Kurja ta’ 1-Arc¢isqof, Floriana, illum 24 ta’ April 1984.
Carmelo Xuereb
Annetto Depasquale Vigarju Generali
Kancellier
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TELEGRAMM LILL-PAPA

Movimenti cattolici uniti con lavoratori intorno Arcivescovo
celebrano festivita San Giuseppe Artigiano Stop Studiano problemi
della “poverta nuova’ alla luce insegnamenti Santita Vostra in difesa
dignita lavoratori et lavoro Stop Promettono lealta incondizionata
insegnamenti Chiesa Stop chiedono benedizione apostolica per patria
famiglie lavoratori tutti

Arcivescovo Mercieca

ITTRA TAL-VIGARJU GENERALI LILL-KAPPILLANI DWAR
IL-PELLEGRINAGG TAL-MADONNA TA’ POMPEI

Kurja ta’ 1-Arcisgof
Furjana. :

2 ta’ Mejju 1984.
Ghaziz hija fis-Sac¢erdozju,

Id-devozzjoni lejn il-Madonna ta’ Pampej hi hafna ghal galb
il-Poplu Malti.

F'nofsinhar Monsinjur Arc¢isqgof imexxi l-funzjoni li ssir {fil-
Knisja tal-Gizwiti, i1-Belt.

. Wara nofsinhar isir pellegrinagg f’Marsaxlokk li jkun segwit
b’quddiesa 1i soltu ssir fil-beran, fuq iz-zuntier,

Sfortunatament din is-sena, fil-wagt 1i 1-permess ghall-pelleg-
rinagg inghata bhal ma sar ghal ghoxrin sena shah, giet mi¢huda t-
talba ghal quddiesa fil-berah.

Dan hu ahbar ta’ natura publika u ghalhekk jista’ b’xi mod
wasal f’'widnejn in-nies tal-Parroc¢céa tieghek u jista’ ankij jmewtil-
hom il-fehma 1i jattendu ghall-pellegrinagg. ]

Dan ikun zball. Fittxu 1i dan jsirx u ghalhekk habirku b'tagh-
rif, moghti fil-quddies kollu tas-Sibt u 1-Hadd 1i gejjin 1i 1-pellegri-
nagg f’Marsaxlokk, nhar it-Tlieta 8 ta’ Mejju, sejjer isir l-istess.

Il-kotra tal l-insara maltin, marbutin flimkien bhal familja
wahda, b’talb devot u mheggeg lil Madonna, hu l-agwa rahan 1i,
taht il-harsien ta’ Marija, Malta tibga’ dejjem thares it-taghlim
nisramni.

Il-pellegrinagg jibda fis-7.30 p.m. u wara ssir quddiesa fil-Knisja
Parrokkjali,

Tieghek fi Kristu,
Mons. Carmelo Xuereb,
Vigarju Generali.

-
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L-ISKEJJEL TAL-KNISJA

KOMUNIKAT STAMPA TAT-13 TA’ MARZU 1984

L-isqfijiet ta’ Malta u Ghawdex ihossu li xieraq li jighdu l-at-
tenzjoni fugq dawn il-punti dwar l-iskejjel tal-Knisja:

I1-Knsja ghandha dmir u dritt 1i tagdi I-missjoni taghha
fil-kamp edukattiv.

I1-Knisja ghandha d-dritt 1i jkollha Il-iskejjel taghha,
tmexxihom hi, u hekk thares l-awtonomija, il-karattru u
l-identita taghhom. ‘
Il-Knisja, temmen li l-iskejjel taghha geghdin jaghtu kon-
tribut kbir lis-socjeta ¢ivili u lill-hajja kattolika f’Malta.
I1-Knisja tixtieq u trid 1li 1-iskejjel taghha jkunu miftuha
ghal kulhadd.

I1-Knisja dejjem fittxet li tghin biex il-hlasijiet ta’ 1-iskejjel
taghha jinZzammu baxxi kemm jista’ jkun; hija ghandha
fl-skejjel taghha kemm studenti li mhumiex ihallsu u kemm
studenti bi hlasijiet ridotti.

I1-Knisja, fil-gadi tal-missjoni taghha, ghandu jkollha I1-
liberta shiha 1i tgharraf lill-genituri tat-tfal 1i jmorru fl-
iskejjel taghha, u lill-insara kollha, dwar il-qaghda u 1-hti-
gijiet kollha, anki dawk finanzjarji, ta’ l-iskejjel taghha.
Il-Knigja ssostni 1i kulhadd ghandu jkollu d-dritt u 1-liberta
shiha 1i juza flusu ghal dawk l-iskopijiet tajbin li jaghzel
hu ghalih u ghal uliedu, u li l-genituri u Il-insara kollha
ghandhom ikunu liberi 1li jagdu d-dmir — kulhadd skond
i¢-cirkustanzi u l-possibilitajiet tieghu — 1i jghinu lill-Knis-
ja zzomm l-iskejjel taghha.

TI-Knsja f'Malta stgarret 1li 1-iskop tar-rijorganizzazzjoni
amministrattiva, mitluba u mibdija mill-istess Isqfjet, hu
fug kollox pastorali.

11-Knisja ghandha tinghatalha l-liberta shiha u legittima
taghha biex, kif setghet taghmel ghall-manteniment aktar
xieraq tal-kleru, tkun tista’ tkompli thaddem din ir-rijor-
ganizzazzjoni amministrattiva. Din ir-rijorganizzazzjoni
ghandha, wkoll bhala ghan li tikkontribwixxi, fost affarijiet
ohra, ghall-iskejjel taghha.

KOMUNIKAT STAMPA TA’ L-14 TA’ MARZU 1984

Briferenza ghall-istqarrija 1i harget mit-Tagsima tat-Taghrif
Kastilja l-bierah, 13 ta’ Marzu 1984, 1-Uffi¢éju Stampa tal-Kurja
ta’ 1-Arc¢isqof huwa awtorizzat ighid:

— 1i 1-Isqfijiet jaffermaw illi hemm gbil shih bejn 1-Awtoritajiet
tal-Vatikan u 1-Knisja f'Malta fuq 1-iskejjel tal-Knisja;
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— illi 1-prin¢ipji mtennija ripetutament mill-Isqfijiet fl-istqarri-
jiet taghhom fuq is-suggett jirriflettu missjoni fundamentali
tal-Knisja, tant hu hekk li jinsabu mnizzla fil-Kodi¢i 1-Gdid
tal-Ligi Kanonika, huma dikjarati fid-“Dokument tad-Drittijiet
tal-Familja” ppubblikat mis-Santa Sede fit-22 ta’ Ottubru 1983
u mtennija b’enfasi fl-ghadd ta’ komunikati 1i ghaddew bejn
I-Awtoritajiet tal-Vatikan u 1-Gvern (Ara ‘“Dokumenti Dwar
Problemi u Tilwim Bejn Knisja u Stat f’Malta” mahrug mit-
Tagsima tat-Taghrif — Kastilja — fis-16 ta’ Gunju 1983) ink-
luza in-“Note Verbale” tal-24 ta’ Frar 1984 1li ghaliha ghamel
referenza 1-Gvern fl-istqarrija tieghu tat-13 ta’ Marzu 1984.

KOMUNIKAT TAS-SALA STAMPA TAL-VATIKAN
TAT-22 TA” MARZU 1984

' Komunikat mahrug illum mis-Sala Stampa tal-Vatikan ighid hekk:

“Bejn 1-20 u t-22 tax-xahar inzammu t-tahditiet 1i kienu diga
thabbru bejn delegazzjoni tas-Santa Sede u 1-Gvern ta’ Malta. Bi-
hom tkomplew id-diskussjonijiet 1i kienu nzammu bejn is-16 u t-18
ta’ Mejju 1983.

Id-delegazzjoni tas-Santa Sede kienet immexxija mill-E¢¢. Tie-
ghu Mons. Achille Silvestrini Segretarju tal-Kunsill ta’ 1-Affarijiet
Pubbli¢i tal-Knisja, I-E.T. Mons. Mario Brini, President tal-Kumitat
Straordinarju ghar-Riforma Amministrattiva tal-Proviné¢ja EkKklez-
jastika Maltija, 1-E.T. Mons. Audrey Bachis Sotto-Segretarju ta’ 1-
imsemmi Kunsill, minn Mons. Giovanni Lajolo ta’ 1-istess Kunsill,
Mons. Francesco Canalini Charge’ d’affaires tas-Santa Sede ghal
Malta u I-Komm. Righi Schwammer.

Id-delegazzjoni tal-Gvern ta’ Malta kienet immexxija mill-E.T.
Karmenu Mifsud Bonnici, Deputat Prim Ministru Anzjan, 1-E.T. Alex
Sceberras Trigona, Ministru ta’ 1-Affarijiet Barranin, 1-E.T. Dr. Paul
Farrugia, l-Ambaxxatur ta’ Malta ghall-Vatikan, is-Sur Godwin
Pulis u s-Sur Victor Seychell.

Ghal parti mil-laggha ippresieda 1-E.T. il-Kardinal Agostino
Casaroli, is-Segretarju ta’ 1-Istat tal-Vatikan 1i anki kellu laggha
personali ma’ Dr. Karmenu Mifsud Bonniei.

Iz-zewg delegazzjonijiet ittrattaw il-kwistjonijiet komplessi
konnessi ma’ 1-Iskejjel Kattolici f’Malta. Kien hemm/ gbil 1li s-soluz-
zjoni ghal xi punti determinanti tidher diffi¢cli u 1i dawn 1l-istess
punti jentiegu studju aktar fil-fond. '

Lagghat ohra huma prevsti ghas-6 u s-7 t’April.”
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STQARRIJA TA’ L-ISQFIJIET DWAR L-ISKEJJEL TAL-KNISJA
TAT-28 TA’ MARZU 1984

L-Isqfijiet ta’ Malta u Ghawdex fi spirtu ta’ realizmu jhossu
li ghandhom jiddikjaraw 1li 1-Knisja mhix f’gaghda finanzjarja li
wahedha tipprovdi edukazzjoni b’xejn fl-iskejjel taghha.

Madankollu 1-Isqfijiet jintrabtu 1li 1-Knisja taghti edukazzjoni
sekondarja minghajr hlas lit-tfal ta’ dawk il-genituri 1i ma jistghux
ihallsu.

IlI-Knisja hemm bzonn 1li tkompli Zzomm miftuha Il-iskejjel
taghha u f’7dan il-kuntest il-Knisja ma. twaqqafx lill-genituri 1i jis-
tghu jhallsu milli juzaw flushom b’mod legittimu ghall-edukazzjoni
ta’ wliedhom.

I1-Knisja ghandha tkun hielsa li tmexxi l-iskejjel taghha. Il-
liberta tal-Knisja 1li tmexxi 1-iskejjel taghha bir-ragun tinkludi 1-
liberta 1i dawn l-iskejjel ifasslu l-proc¢eduri proprji taghhom ghad-
dhul fihom. U dan minghajr indhil ta’ hadd hlief ghal regolamenti
ragjonevoli 1i jizguraw livell tajjeb ta’ taghlim.

It-talba persistenti u dejjem tikber mill-genituri biex jibghatu
t-tfal taghhom fl-iskejjel tal-Knisja hija prova bizzejjed biex wie-
hed jara kemm hija ta’ siwi u ta’ htiega ghas-soc¢jeta Maltija 1-edu-
kazzjoni moghtija fl-iskejjel tal-Knisja.

KUNSILL RAPPREZENTATTIV TA’ L-ISKEJJEL TAL-KNISJA

Fi stgarrija ghall-istampa mahruga mill-Uffi¢ceju Stampa tal-
Rurja fis-17. ta’ Frar 1984 kien thabbar 1i “Mons. Arcisqof, bi ftehim
ma’ 1-Isqof t’Ghawdex u mal-Provinc¢jali u mas-Superjuri Magguri
tar-Religjuzi, qieghed jassumi r-responsabbilta tat-tmexxija ta’ 1-
iskejjel kollha tal-Knisja.”

Mons. Arcisqgof, bi fitehim ma’ 1-Isgof t'Ghawdex u mal-Provin-
¢jali u mas-Superjuri Magguri tar-Religjuzi, ihabbar it-twaqaif ta’
Kunsill Rapprezentattiv ta’ 1-Iskejjel tal-Knisja. Dan il-Kunsill
twaqqaf bi hsieb li jaghti l1-pariri tieghu lill-Arc¢isqof dwar il-policy
u t-tmexxija generali ta’ 1-iskejjel.

Kull komunikazzjoni f’dan il-gasam ghandha tintabghat lis-
Segretarju, Kunsill Rapprezentattiv ta’ 1-Iskejjel tal-Knisja, P.O.
Box 29, Valletta.

7 ta’ April 1984

Briferenza ghall-komunikat mahrug mill-Uffi¢ceju Stampa tal-
Kurja, fis-7 ta’ April, il-Konferenza Episkopali Maltija thabbar 1i
1-Kunsill Rapprezentattiv ta’ 1-Iskejjel Kattolici huwa kompost
hekk:

— 2 delegati mill-Arc¢idjocesi ta’ Malta;
— 2 delegati mid-Djocesi ta’ Ghawdex;
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— 2 delegati tal-Konferenza tal-Provin¢jali Rgiel (CMSM) ;
— 2 delegati tal-Konferenza tas-Sorijiet — Superjuri Magguri
(KSSM) ;
— 2 delegati ta’ 1-Assoc¢jazzjoni Skejjel Privati (PSA);
— 2 delegati tal-Federazzjoni Assoc¢jazzjonijiet Genituri-Ghalliema
Skejjel Privati (FPTA).
11 ta’ April 1984

KOMUNIKAT STAMPA TAT-12 TA’ APRIL 1984

L-Isafijiet ta’ Malta u Ghawdex itennu ghal darba ohra li 1-
Knisja ghandha d-dritt 1i bil-liberta kollha twaggaf u tmexxi skejjel
ta’ kull natura u livell,

L-Isqfijiet jishqu 1li 1-uzu ta’ dan id-dritt huwa ta’ l-ikbar im-
portanza biex tigi mharsa l-liberta tal-kuxjenza.

L-uzu ta’ dan id-dritt huwa wkoll importanti biex jigi mhares
id-dritt 1i 1-genituri ghandhom fl-ghazla ta’ l-edukazzjoni ghal
uliedhom.

L-Isqgfijiet huma fid-dmir 1li jwettqu r-responsabbilta taghhom
dwar l-iskejjel tal-Knisja u huma fiduc¢juzi fl-appogg shih tal-ge- .
nituri u ta’ dawk kollha li ghandhom ghal galbhom li l1-iskejjel tal-
Knisja jibgghu miftuha bhal fl-imghoddi.

DIKJARAZZJONI TA’ L-ISQFIJIET MALTIN

L-E.T. Mons. Guzeppi Mercieca, Arcisqof ta’ Malta, u 1-E.T. Mons.
Nikol Cauchi, Isgof t'Ghawdex, jiddikjaraw li assolutament mhux
veru li huma qatt ippruvaw jew ged jippruvaw jitturufnaw xi sa-
sjoni jew ghal xi raguni jew skuza ohra. Ghalhekk huwa wkoll as-
solutament mhux veru li hemm =xi gassisin li ged isofru xi theddida
tali.

KOMUNIKAT STAMPA TAD-29 TA’ GUNJU 1984

Ftit granet ilu ghaddiet Ligi 1i tista’ tolgot hazin hafna 1-is-
kejjel tal-Knisja.

Skond din il-Ligi kull skola mhux tal-Gvern trid titlob ta’ kull
sena I-licenzja. F’din il-licenzja 1-Gvern jista’ jimponi dawk il-kun-
dizzjonijiet 1i jidhirlu hu.

Din il-Ligi tista’ twassal biex tohnog ghal kollox l-iskejjel tal-
Knisja f’Malta u Ghawdex. Tista’ wkoll, fost effetti ohra, iggib fix-
xejn id-drittijiet fundamentali tal-genituri ghal-liberta shiha ta’
kuxjenza li tinkludi d-dritt ghall-ghazla responsabbli ta’ l-iskola

504



fejn ikunu jridu jibghatu 1lil uliedhom. Din 1l-ghazla generalment
issir meta 1-genituri jdahhlu l-ewwel darba lil uliedhom fi skola
partikolari,

Hawn min hu mhasseb jekk f’dawn icé-cirkustanzi 1-Knisja
ghandhiex tapplika ghal-licenzja. Jidher 1li f'dawn ic¢-c¢irkustanzi
jagbel li ghandha ssir l-applikazzjoni, jekk mhux ghal haga ohra
biex ikunu maghrufa ahjar il-kundizzjonijiet 1li 1-Ministru jista’
jimponi.

Din l-applikazzjoni m’ghandhiex tinftiechem bhala xi rinunzja
ghad-drittijiet u ghar-rimedji kollha li taghti 1-Ligi. L-Isqfijiet ta’
Malta u Ghawdex mill-gdid itennu li, sakemm il-genituri jkunu
jridu 1-iskejjel tal-Knisja u sakemm isibu l-kooperazzjoni shiha u
leali tal-fidili, huma lesti jaghmlu minn kollox sabiex dawn l-iskejjel
jibgghu miftuha bhal fl-imghoddi bl-identita, bl-awtonomija u bil-
karattru taghhom.

DIKJARAZZJONI TAL-5 TA’ MEJJU 1984

Bhal ma gie mhabbar fl-istgarrija lill-Istampa mahruga fid-29
ta’ April, 1984, applikazzjoni ghal-licenzja mehtiega skond l-emendi
li saru dan l-ahhar ghall-Att tal-1974 dwar 1-Edukazzjoni, klenet
saret, fit-28 ta’ April, 1984,

Sal-lum il-Ministru ta’ 1-Edukazzjoni ghadu ma tax formalment,
bi twegiba ghal din l-applikazzjoni, “il-kundizzjonijiet u htigijiet
proposti tal-licenzja” kollha skond dan l-istess Att.

Fit-3 ta’ Mejju, 1-Onor. Ministru sejjah fi zmien gasir laggha
ghal dak inhar stess wara nofs inhar ma’ delegazzjoni 1i tirrappre-
zenta lill-iskejjel sekondarji biex jigu diskussi I-prijoritajist Ii gejjin
dwar l1-ghoti ta’ licenzja:

(a) id-dnhul ta’ l-istudenti fl-iskejjel sekondarji tal-Knisja,

(b) l-implimentazzjoni tal-principju tal-“free education’” fl-is-

kejjel tal-Knisja.

L-Onor. Ministru gie mgharraf immedjatament li “il-kundizzjo-
nijiet u 1-htigijiet proposti tal-licenzja” ma inghatawx lill-Knisja u
li diskussjonijiet li jhallu frott dwar l-applikazzjoni tal-licenzja jis-
tghu jsiru biss wara 1li dawn il-kundizzjonijiet jigu komunikati bil-
miktub ghall-istudju u l-kunsiderazzjoni mehtiega. Aktar tard fl-
istess jum, 1-Onor. Ministru sejjah laagha ohra ghall-ghada, u
stgarr 1li jekk il-kwistjoni tad-dhul ta’ l1-istudenti fl-iskejjel sekon-
darji tal-Knisja ma tigix i¢céarata minghajr aktar dewmien, hu ma
jkollu ebda alternattiva ghajr 1li jiddikjara 1i 1-ezamijiet tad-dhul li
se jsiru fil-25 u s-26 ta’ Mejju, ma jkunu ta’ ebda siwi ghall-iskop
tad-dhul ta’ studenti fis-sena skolastika li jmiss.

Fl-ittra tieghu 1-Ministru stqarr ukoll li hu xtaq jisma’ 1-veduti
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tal-Knisja dwar il-kundizzjonijiet tal-licenzja gabel ma jiehu de-
¢izjoni finali fug l-istess kundizzjonijiet. Din it-tieni talba ma gietx
milqugha ghalli-stess raguni 1i giet moghtija fl-ttra tat-3 ta’ Mejju.

Monsinjur Arcisgof kien jifrah kieku verament saritlu stedina
biex jigu diskussi l-problemi li 1-iskejjel tal-Knisja jinsabu fihom.
I1-Knisja kienet u tibga’ dejjem miftuha ghal kull stedina ghal dis-
kussjonijiet intizi biex isibu soluzzjoni gusta ghall-problemi li nhol-
qulhom.

Ma jistax ikun li xi hadd jippretendi li 1-Knisja tidhol b'ghaj-
nejha maghluga f’diskussjonijiet 1i ¢-c¢irkustanzi juru li fihom il-
Gvern iridha tittratta mieghu biss dwar it-twettiea ta’ dak 1li jrid
hu, u li minn dak li ntgal publikament, jidher li fir-realta jkunu
‘jfissru l-kundanna ta’ l-iskejjel taghha.

Johrog c¢ar 1li dak li 1-Knisja ged taghmel hu li tara X’inhu 1-
ahjar bilex l-iskejjel taghha jibgghu immexxijin b’liberta proprja u
bl-awtonomija, l-identita u l-karattru taghhom bla mittiefsa, Kkif
urew cCar li jridu wkoll il-genituri.

MESSAGG TA® AWGURI LIL MONS. PAWLU DARMANIN,
L-ISQOF IL-GDID TA’ GARISSA, KENYA

Flimkien mal-poplu kollu ta’ Alla f'din l-art helwa li tatna isimha, fraht
fuq li fraht meta waslet l-ahbar li 1-Qdusija Tieghu 1-Papa ghogbu jaghzlek
biex tkun l-ewwel isqof ta’ Garissa, fil-Kenya.

Jiena naf bil-hegga tieghek li twassal il-Bxara t-tajba ta’ Kristu lill-
gnus li ghadhom ma jafux bih, hegga li qatt ma kienet niegsa fost il-Kap-
puccini Maltin, 1i iThom snin kbar ihabirku biex iwaggfu s-Saltna ta’ Alla
f’pajjizi boghod minn art twelidhom. Huma xhieda hajja li l-ispirtu mis-
sjunarju gatt ma kien nieqes fostna, ghaliex San Pawl, meta lil pajjizna
tah twelid gdid fi Kristu, ghallimna ngisu t-twemmin nisrani haga hekk
ghaziza ghalina li ma jistax ikun li ma nwassluhiex lil min ghadu ma jafx
biha.

Huwa dan, l-ispirtu li gieghel lilek u lil tant ohrajn tmorru missju-
narji ta’ Kristu fost il-gnus pagani.

Minn qalbi, f’isem il-Maltin koillha, li taghhom, l-Ispirtu, s-Santu gha-
zilni biex inkun ir-Raghaj u 1-Ghassies ta’ ruhhom), jiena nawguralek hid-
ma ta’ sliem w gid fl-ispirtu ta’ San Frangisk ta’ Assisi fost il-gnus ta’
Garissa biex huma wkoll jilqghu I- Bxara, t-tajba tas-salvazzjoni u fosthom
ukoll jitqgaddes I-isem, ta’ Alla u ssehh is-Saltna tieghu.

Iilum, 14 ta’ Mejju, 1984, festa ta’ l-Appostlu San, Mattija.
+ GUZEPPI
Arcisqof ta’ Malta
NOMINI

P. PIJU SAMMUT O.C.D. gie mahtur Provinc¢jal tat-Terezjani Skalzi.
DUN KARM TANTI gie nominat Kanenku Teologu tal-Kolleggjata S.
Elena, B’Kara.
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Ezempju ta’ omelija
IT-TRINITA’ QADDISA

Ic-celebrazzjoni tal-misteru

Kull sena, il-Knisja, wara li nkunu ghexna maghha mill-gdid
il-grajja kollha tal-misteru tal-Fidwa mill-migja tal-Mulej fid-dinja
sat-tlugh tieghu fis-sema, gabel ma tistedinna nissiehbu fil-hidma
ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu ghall-kobor tas-Saltna ta’ Alla fid-dinja sa ma
tilnag il-milja taghha fit-tmiem ta’ kollox, tridna ngimu b’mod
specjali 1-misteru tat-Trinita gaddisa, misteru 1i kien mohbi tul iz-
zminijiet kollha ta’ 1-imghoddi u gie rivelat lilna mill-Iben ta’ Alla .
stess meta nizel fostna bniedem bhalna.

Verament ahna, kull meta nkunu nic¢céelebraw il-misteri gad-
disa, inkunu qeghdin naghtu qgima lit-Trinita qaddisa, ghaliex kull
darba li @ahna nic¢celebraw il-Liturgija ahna nfahhru u nsebbhu u
naghtu gien u radd il-hajr lil Alla 1-Missier li jista’ kollox, b’Ibnu
Sdna Gesu Kristu, flimkien ma’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu; izda 1-Knisja rie-
det tistieden lill-Poplu nisrani kollu biex, almenu darba fis-sena,
jimmedita sewwa fuq il-wisgha u t-tul, 1-gholi u 1-fond ta’ dan il-
misteru kbir, halli ma jinsa qatt, tul hajtu kollha, 1i kull ma jagh-
mel, ghandu jaghmlu f’isem it-Trinita gaddisa.

[t-Trinita fil-hajja tan-nisrani

Dan ghaliex, f’isem it-Trinita gaddisa, in-nisrani twieled ghall-
hajja gdida fi Kristu bl-ilma tal-Maghmudija u bil-gawwa ta’ 1-Is-
pirtu s-Santu u sar iben adottiv ta’ Alla 1-Missier; f’isem it-Trinita
gaddisa 1-Iben ta’ Alla, permezz tal-ministru tieghu, ihabbeb mal-
Missier dawk li, bhall-iben il-hali, thieghdu mit-trig tas-sewwa, u
jaghtihom mill-gdid 1-Ispirtu gaddis tieghu; f’isem it-Trinita gaddisa
n-nisrani jitwettaq bis-sigill tad-don ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu, 1i 1-Mis-
sier isawwab fih ha jikkonsagrah biex ikompli I-missjoni ta’ Kristu
fid-dinja; u wara li jtemm il-missjoni 1i 1-Mulej sejjahlu biex jagh-
mel f’din id-dinja, in-nisrani jhalliha f’isem il-Missier li halqu, f’isem
1-Iben li fdieh u fl-isem 1-Ispirtu s-Santu li ggustifikah u qaddsu.

, Dawn il-veritajiet kollha 1-Knisja tridna nahsbu fughom hija
u tistedinna niccéelebraw il-festa tat-Trinita. Ma hemmx ghalfejn
nahsbu fuq dawn il-veritajiet kollha kull sena; ikun bizzejjed li
nahsbu fuq verita wahda. U dan il-Knisja stess tghinna biex naghm-
luh fil-Liturgija taghha.

Il-misteru tat-Trinita huwa misteru hekk gholi u hekk kbir li
j-mohh tal-bniedem qatt ma jista’ jasal biex jaghraf il-kobor tieghu
kollu, u aktar ma jidhol fil-fond tal-misteru aktar jintebah bil-
kobor tieghu: qgisha ghajn li aktar ma tiehu ilma minnha, aktar
tfawwar.
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It-Trinita u l-Fidwa taghna

Din  is-sena 1-Knisja tridna nimmeditaw fuq il-misteru tat-
Trinita qaddisa fid-dawl tal-misteru tal-Fidwa taghna. Hi medi-
tazzjoni f'waqtha, ghaliex sewwasew xahrejn ilu temmejna s-Sena
Mgaddsa ta’ Gublew Straordinarju li ma’ tulu fakkarna 1-1950 sena
minn mindu Kristu bata u miet ghalina.

Dan tridna niftakru 1-Knisja 1lum hija u tghidilna, bi kliem
I-Appostlu San Gwann, li Alla hekk habb id-dinja 1i ta 1-Ibnu 1-
wahdieni biex kull min jemmen fih ma jintilifx, imma jkollu 1-hajja
ta’ dejjem.

Dan il-kliem ta’ l-evangelista hu ta’ ghajnuna kbira ghalina
biex nimmeditaw fuq il-misteru tat-Trinita qaddisa fid-dawl tal-
fidwa taghna. ‘

; I1-Mulej hu Alla 1li jaghder u jhenn, tqil biex jaghdab u kbir fit-
tileba u l-hniena. Hekk thabbrilna 1-Knisja llum hija u tfakkarna
1i kien Alla stess li habbar dan lil Mose’. II-Lhud fid-dezert kemm-il
darba webbsu galbhom ma’ Alla u meta 1lil Mose’ damu erbghin
gurnata ma jarawh ghax kien fuq il-muntanja tas-Sinaj jitkellem
ma’ Alla, ghamlu ghogol tal-metall imdewweb u gimuh bhala alla
taghhom. :

' Fil-grajja tal-Lhud ghandna l-grajja tal-gnus ta’ l-art, ghax
il-bnedmin kollha thazznu u lil Alla warrbuh fil-genb u ghamlu
ghalihom allat ohra. Imma Alla, fil-kobor tat-tjieba tieghu, hafril-
hom htijiethom u hzunithom u tahom il-mezz biex ipattu ghalihom.
~ F’din l-opra ta’ hniena u moghdrija li wasslet ghall-helsien tal-
bniedem mill-jasar 1i fih waga’ bi dnubietu, kellhom sehem it-Tliet
Persuni tat-Trinita qaddisa: kien il-Missier 1i fil-kobor tal-hniena
tieghu baghat 1lil Ibnu 1-Wahdieni stess fid-dinja biex bih issalva;
kien 1-Iben illi, kif naqraw fl-ittra lil-Lhud, qal: “Hawn jien gej
biex naghmel ir-rieda tieghek, o Alla”; u Kien 1-Ispirtu s-Santu 1li
bil-gawwa tieghu 1-Iben ta’ Alla sar bniedem fil-guf tal-Vergni
Marija u gie minnu ikkonsagrat biex iwassal il-Bxara t-tajba tas-
salvazzjoni lill-bnedmin u jniedi s-sena tal-grazzja tal-Mulej.

It-tislima tal-Knisja

Kliem 1-Evangelju ta’ San Gwann hu mwettaq mit-tislima 1i biha
San Pawl jaghlag l-ittra tieghu lill-Korintin, tislima 1i 1-Knisja ta’
spiss taghtina fil-bidu tac¢-c¢elebrazzjoni tal-misteri qaddisa: Il-graz-
zja ta’ Sidna Gesu Kristu, 1-imhabba ta’ Alla u l-ghaqgda fl-Ispirtu
s-Santu tkun maghkom ilkoll.

U verament Kienet l-imhabba bla gies ta’ Alla ghalina 1i tat
bidu ghall-ohra tal-Fidwa, kif gqalilna San Gwann: Alla hekk habb
id-dinja...; u 1-Fidwa taghna sehhet bil-grazzja li kisbhilna 1-Mulej
Gesu bil-mewt tieghu fuq is-Salib, grazzja li tissawwab fina bla heda
permezz tas-Sagramenti li huma mfissra mid-demm u Il-ilma i
hargu mill-qalb ta’ Gesu meta giet minfuda mil-lanza; u 1-frott tal-
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fidwa hija 1-ghaqda bejnietna uw ma’ Alla bil-hidma ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-
Santu li jzomm shiha fina r-rabta tas-sliem u jghinna nhabirku
ghall-perfezzjoni u nkunu lkoll fehma wahda fi Kristu.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Naduraw illum u b’ferh kbir nﬁgglnnifikww lill-Missier, u 1lill-
Iben u lill-Ispirtu s-Santu ,u flimkien b’qalb wahda nghidu:
Glorja lill-Missier, u lill-Iben u lill-Ispirtu s-Santu.

Missier Alla li tista’ kollox f’isem Ibnek ,ibghat I-Ispirtu s-San-
tu fil-Knisja biex fiharisha u jehlisha minn kull tigrib tal-hziena u
jzomm™a shiha fl-imhabba u l-verita tieghek.

Mulej, Missier, gaddis ibghat hafna haddiema ghall-hsad biex
ighallmu 1-gnus kollha u jghammduhom fl-isem tal-Missier u ta’ 1-
Iben u ta’ I-Ispirtu s-Santu.

Missier hanin wettaq bil-grazzja tieghek lil dawk 1i huma
mgarrbin minhabba f’ismek u aghtihom I-Ispirtu tal-verita u tal-
gawwa, kif wieghed Kristu Ibnek.

Missier Alla li tista’ kollox, aghtina li nagharfu lilek, u lill-Iben
u lill-Ispirtu s-Santu, ha nemmnu 1i int Alla wiehed, jittamaw fik u
jhobbuk.

Missier gaddis ,ahna ma nafux x’ghandna mnitolbu kif imiss;

tbghatilna 1-Ispirtu tieghek fin-nuqqas ta’ hila taghna u jidhol gha-
lina quddiemek bit-talb tieghu. Bi Kristu Sidna.
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IL-GISEM U D-DEMM TAL-MULEJ

I1-Hadd li ghadda, il-Knisja, hija u ti¢c¢elebra l-misteru tat-
Trinita qaddisa, fakkritna fil-kobor ta’ l-imhabba ta’ Alla li tana
Lll-Tbnu stess biex bih mniksbu s-salvazzjoni. Illum ukoll il-Knisja
trid tkellimna fuq il-kobor ta’ l-imhabba ta’ Alla ghalina, u tghi-
dilna 1i Alla mhux biss tana lill-Tbnu stess biex isalvana, imma ried
ukoll 1i Ibnu l-Wahdieni, wara li jtemm il-missjoni tieghu fid-dinja,
jibga’ fostna ghal dejjem biex ikun ikel u xorb ghal ruhna ha jwet-
tagna fil-mixi taghna lejn is-sema, issa 1i 1-bibien tas-sema hu fe-
tahhomlna mill-gdid meta, rebbieh u glor]uz rega lura ghand il-
Missier.

IlI-hobZ li nizel mis-sema

Il-misteru ta’ 1-Ewkaristija 1i ahna dgeghdin niécelebraw illum
ifakkarna f’dak 1li Gesli ghamel ghalina bil-Passjoni u l-mewt tie-
ghu fuq is-salib; ifisser u jgib 1-ghaqgda bejnietna fi Kristu; u huwa
rahan tal-hajja ta’ dejjem. itk ' i

“Min jiekol gismi u jixrob demmi”, ighidilna Gesu, “ghandu 1-
hajja ta’ dejjem u jiena ngajmu mill-imwiet fl-ahhar jum”. Dan
il-kliem Gesu galu lil-Lhud wara, 1i kien ghamel il-miraklu tat-tkat-
tir tal-hobz, miraklu 1i bih Gesu ried ihabbar il-misteru ta’ 1-Ewka-
ristija 1i kellu mbaghad iwaqqaf fl-Ahhar Ikla mad-dixxipli tieghu
gabel bata ghalina. Wara l-miraklu 1-Lhud marru bil-folol wara
Geslt u Gesu canfarhom ghax marru warajh mhux biex jisimghu
t-taghlim tieghu imma ghax sabu x’jieklu bla tahbit. Gesu ghalhekk
stedinhom biex ifittxu 1-hobz veru, il-hobz haj li nizel mis-sema,
dak il-hobz li ‘tigghu kienet xXbieha l-manna li 1-Lhud kielu fid-de-
zert, tul 1-erbghin sena 1li ghexu hemm fil-mixi taghhom mill-Egittu
ghall-Art imweghda minn Alla 1il missirijiethom.

Il-Lhud, tul il-mixi taghhom fid-dezert, ghaddew minn hafna
tigrib: batew il-guh u l-ghatx, iltagghu ma’ hafna gnus eghdewwa,
ghamlu ghalihom srieq jaharqu u skorpjuni; imma Alla qatt ma
abbandunahom. Tahom rebha fuq l-eghdewwa kollha taghhom, he-
lishom mis-sriep u l-iskorpjuni, hargilhom l-ilma minn blata Zon-
qrija, baghtilnom 1-ikel mis-sema kollu hlewwa u benna, il-manna,
1-ikel tal-galbenin li wettaghom fil-mixi taghhom lejn l-art im-
weghda lilhom.

Dak 1i gara lil-Lhud hu stal u taghlim ghalina, ghaliex ahna
wkoll bhal-Lhud mexjin mid-dezert ta’ din id-dinja fost hafna pe-
rikoli u theddid, u sejrin lejn Art imweghda lilna minn Alla, lejn
is-sema pajjizna. Ahna wkoll ghandna ’1 Alla maghna f’dan il-mixi
taghna u lilna wkoll iwettagna b’ikel mis-sema, veru ikel tal-qal-
benin, kollu hlewwa. u benna, wisq aqwa mill-manna 1i 1-Lhud kielu
fid-dezert. II-Lhud kielu 1-manna fid-dezert, imma 1koll mietu gabel
dahlu fl-art imweghda, imma ahna li nieklu l-ikel haj li nizel mis-
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sema ma mmutux, ghaliex dan 1l-ikel haj hu 1-Gisem ta’ Kristu, li,
kKif qalilna Gesu stess, min jiekol minnu jghix ghal dejjem, il-mewt
mai ghandhiex setgha fuqu, ghax is-setgha taghha geridha Kristu
bil-qawmien tieghu mill-imwiet.

Rahan tal-hajja ta’ dejjem

L-Ewkaristija hija ghalina rahan tal-hajja ta’ dejjem, ghaliex
tqawwi fina dik il-hajja ta’ Alla 1li tnisslet fina fil-Maghmudija
taghna bil-gawwa’ ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu; dik il-hajja ta’ Alla li qatt
ma tista’ tigi meghluba mill-mewt, ghaliex 1-Ispirtu 1li qgajjem 1lil
Kristu mill-imwiet, ghad iqajjem ukoll il-gisem taghna li jmut, ghax
fih ikun hemm il-hajja ta’ Alla 1i nghatat lilna mill-Ispirtu s-Santu
stess fil-Maghmudija u 1i kibret u ssahhet fina bl-Ewkaristija
maaddsa.

Sinjal ta’ ghaqgda

o Imma l-Ewkaristija mgaddsa mhijiex biss rahan ghalina li ghad
inqumu ghall-hajja ta’ dejjem fil-glorja tas-sema.; l-Ewkaristija.
tfisser ukoll u ggib l-ghaqda bejniethom fi Kristu ta’ dawk kollha
li huma ta’ Kristu. Dan qalulna San Pawl fit-tieni qari tal-Qud-
diesa. Fil-hajja taghna ta’ kuljum fid-dinja kull wiehed minna
ghandu 1-fehmiet tieghu, il-hidma tieghu, il-hshiijiet u x-xewqat
tieghu, it-tamiet u 1-biza’ tieghu, li ma humiex ta’ l1-ohrajn; imma
meta ningabru flimkien ghac-celebrazzjoni tal-Quddiesa, ghall-Ew-
karistija mgaddsa, ahna ninsabu flimkien ghaliex nistqarru fidi
wahda, ir¢evejna, Maghmudija wahda, u ngimu Alla wiehed u Missier
ta’ kulhadd: ninsabu migburin flimkien gisna xirka wahda, madwar
altar wiehed, biex ni¢c¢elebraw l-Ewkaristija, biex nic¢c¢elebraw flim-
kien mas-sacerdot il-Quddiesa 1li hi t-tigdid tas-sagrificéju tas-
Salib. Fil-Quddiesa ahna ngeddu dak 1li ghamel Gesu fl-Ahhar Ikla
tieghu mad-dixxipli qabel bata ghalina, u meta naghmlu dan in-
kunu nhabbru l-mewt tal-Mulej, kif ighidilna San Pawl, inkunu
geghdin ingeddu s-sagrifiéccju tal-Kalvarju; ghalhekk inkunu qgegh-
din nissiehbu ma’ Gesu fil-mewt tieghu fuq is-Salib: Il-kal¢i mbie-
rek 1i fuqu nghidu t-talba, ta’ barka fil-Quddiesa biex 1-inbid li jkun
hemm fih isir id-demm ta’ Kristu, u 1-hobz 1li bit-talba ta’ Barka
tal-Quddiesa nikkonsagrawh ha jsir il-Gisem ta’ Kristu biex im-
baghad nagsmuh ha nitqarbnu bih, ighidilna San Pawl, jaghmluna
xirka ma’ Kristu, ighagduna ma’ Kristu: L-Ewkaristija tghagqadna
ma’ Kristu! ;

Izda 1-Ewkaristija ma tghaqqadniex biss ma’ Kristu, tghaggadna
wkoll bejnietna: ghax l-Ewkaristija hi wahda, ighidilna San Pawl,
ahna li ahna hafna, biha nsiru gisem wiehed, il-Gisem ta’ Kristu,
li hu 1-Knisja. Jekk ahna tassew ged niehdu sehem shih y haj fic-
¢elebrazzjoni ta’ 1-Ewkaristija, ma ghandux ikun hemm firdiet bej-
nietna, ma ghandniex ninghazlu minn xulxin, ma ghandniex infittxu
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li ma nithalltux ma’ ohrajn li huma dghajfin fil-fidi jew neqsin
minnha, biex ma jkunux ta’ tfixkil ghalina, izda ghandna nfittxu
li ninghagdu maghhom biex nghinuhom: l-Ewkaristija ghandha 1-
gawwa fiha li twassalna biex neghilbu kull ma jista’ jifridna u
taghmilna lkoll ahwa fi Kristu.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Sidna Gesu Kristu hejjielna ikla li ghaliha mistieden kulhadd;
fiha jaghtina gismu bhala ikel u demmu bhala xorb ghall-hajja ta’
dejjem. Nitolbuh ghalhekk u nghidulu:

Kristu, hobz tas-sema haj aghtina I-hajja ta’ dejjem.

Kristu, Bin Alla 1-haj, int tridna ni¢celebraw 1-Ewkaristija b’tif-
kira tieghek: aghti I-Knisja 1i ticcelebra dan l-mistreu b’fedelta shi-
ha halli tistaghna bil-gid tieghu.

Kristu, hobz haj li nizel mis-sema, int taghmel gisem wiehed
lil dawk kollha 1i jiehdu sehem fl-Ewkaristija: kattar is-sliem u sah-
hah il-ghagda bejn dawk kollha li jemmnu fik u thalli xejn jifrid-
hom minn xulxin u minnek.

Kristu int il-Qassis il-kbir taghna, ibga’ saltan fuqna u ixhet il-
barka tieghek fuq il-bliet u l-irhula ta’ pajjizna 1i dejjem habbewl.

Kristu, int tghajjixna b’Gismek u Demmek: sahhah  il-mixi
taghna sa hdejk bil-qawwa ta’ dan I-ikel.

Mulej Gest Kristu, Iben Alla I-haj, ahna u nhabbru l-mewt u I-
qawmien tieghek mill-imwiet, waqt i¢c-¢elebrazzjoni tal-misteri gad-
disa, nitolbuk tkattar dejjem fina I-frott tas-salvazzjoni, Int li tghix
u ssaltan ghal dejjem ta’ dejjem.
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Solennita tal-Qalb ta’ Gesu
TALBA TAL-FIDILI

B’qalbna gawwija nersqu Ilum lejn it-tron tal-grazzja, nitolbu
ghajnuna f’waqtha fit-tigrib kollu li minnu ghaddejjin fid-dinja tal-
lum. ¢

Mulej Gest, int ridt 1i galbek tkun minfuda b’lanza u johrog
minnha demm u ilma biex minnha titnissel il-Knisja, I-gharusa tie-
ghek; naddaf il-Knisja tieghek minn kull tebgha u qaddisha.

Mulej Gest, int ta’ galb helwa u umli, igbed lejk glub dawk
kollha li huma mtaqqglin u mhabbtin mill-hemm tad-dinja, u aghti-
hom 1j jsibu fik il-mistrieh ta’ qalbhom.

Mulej Gesu, int l-ghajn tal-hajja u tal-qdusija; xerred fuq id-
dinja kollha kotra ta’ barka u sliem.

Mulej Gest, mill-hajja tieghek ahna lkoll hadna: xerred fugna
bil-kotra l-grazzja u l-verita tieghek.

Mulej Gestt Kristu, fik jinsabu t-tezori kollha tas-sapjenza u
ta’ I-gherf; permezz tal-Knisja tieghek ghallimna l-gherf tal-hwej-
jeg tas-sema. Int 1i tghix u ssaltan ghal dejjem ta’ dejjem.
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It-Tlettax-il Hadd tas-Sena
HAJJA GDIDA FI KRISTU .

Dmirna bhala nsara

Wara 1li flimkien mal-Knisja ghexna mill-gdid il-misteru tal-
Fidwa taghna, mill-migja ta’ Kristu fid-dinja bhala bniedem, sat-
tlugh fis-sema, il-Knisja issa tul il-Hdud kollha li gejjin tistedinna
nissiehbu fil-hidma 1i 1-Ispirtu s-Santu jaghmel fil-Knisja ghall-
kobor taghha tul iz-zminijiet sat-tmiem ta’ kollox.

Illum il-Knisja se tghidilna x’jehtieg naghmlu biex inkunu nis-
tghu naghtu sehemna fil-hidma ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu ghall-kobor
tal-Knisja fid-dinja. Izda qabel tghidilna dan, il-Knisja tfakkarna
1li huwa dmir taghna li dan naghmluh ghax insara, ghaliex ahna
dhalna ghal dan id-dmir fil-Maghmudija taghna.

Fit-tieni gari tal-Quddiesa smajna lil San Pawl ighidilna li ahna
li ndfinna ma’ Kristu permezz tal-Maghmudija, mieghu ahna
gqomna ghall-hajja gdida. Dan ifisser 1i meta ahna rc¢evejna 1-Magh-
mudija ahna mitna ghad-dnub, jigifieri tajna kelma lil Alla 1li se
nichdu d-dnub u l-qerq tal-hazen, biex nghixu hajja gdida skond
ir-rieda ta’ Alla. Din il-hajja gdida Ii rridu nghixu titlob minna 1i
nfittxu naghmlu dejjem dak li hu tjieba, gustizzja u verita. Fi kliem
iehor irridu nkunu dejjem twajbin ma’ kulhadd, ukoll ma’ dawk Ii
xi darba ghamlulna d-deni u nagsuna, ghandna nahfrulhom hti-
jiethom u nghinuhom kull meta jehtiegu l-ghajnuna; ghandna nis-
tabru b’kull min idejjagna, naghdru lil min jizbalja u nghinuh, jara
1-izball tieghu, u huru hniena ma’ kulhadd; ghandna naghtu lil kul-.
hadd dak li hagqu, u ma naghmlu qatt lil haddiehor dak li ma nix-
tiqgux 1i haddiehor jaghmel lilna; ma ghandniex inkunu mkabbrin
ma’ lI-ohrajn u nistmerru lil min hu fqir jew imsejken u nwagaghuh
ghac-cajt; ghandna nfittxu dejjem dak li hu sewwa, naharbu 1-gi-
deb, it-tghajjir, il-malafami, il-glied u l-inkwiet. Meta nkunu
naghmlu dan kollu nkunu geghdin inhabirku ghat-tixrid tas-saltna
ta’ Alla fid-dinja, inkunu geghdin nissiehbu fil-hidma ta’ 1-Ispirtu
s-Santu biex il-Bxara t-tajba ta’ 1-imhabba dejjem aktar tinxtered
fid-dinja.

Din hi I-missjoni tal-Knisja fid-dinja, u ahna bhala mghamm-
din u membri tal-Knisja, ahna fid-dmir naghtu sehemna biex din
il-missjoni ma tieqaf gatt.

X’jigifieri terfa’ salibek

Izda biex is-sehem taghna jkun tassew jiswa, jehtieg nilgghu
I-istedina li ghamlilna Gesu llum fl-Evangelju: stedina bhiex nerfghu
salibna u mmorru warajh.

Verament meta 1-genituri taghna haduna 1-knisja biex igham-
mduna huma accettaw ghalina li ahna nimxu wara Gest, u dak li
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ghamlu l-genituri taghna meta konna ghadmna trabi, ahna wettag-
nih meta réevejna s-Sagrament tal-Grizma. Imma tul hajjitna kol-
lha, kemm ftagarna li ghazilna li nimxu wara 1-Mulej, mghobbijin
bis-salib ftaghna? kemm-il darba ftakarna li fil-Maghmudija ahna
¢hadna d-dnub u l-gerq tal-hazen u geddidna din i¢c-cahda dak in-
nhar li réevejna 1-Grizma? U forsi wkoll hsibna li 1-kliem ta’ Gesu
ma kienx ighodd ghalina imma jghodd biss ghas-sac¢erdoti u s-sori-
jiet. Imma Gesu kliemu galu ghal dawk kollha li ghazly li jimxu
warajh, jigifieri ghal dawk kollha 1li réevew il-Maghmudija 1i biha
wiehed isir dixxiplu u appostlu tal-Mulej. Kull min hu mghammed
hu dixxiplu u appostlu tal-Mulej, kull wiehed skond is-sejha tieghu:
gassis bhala gassis, soru bhala soru, missier u omm bhala genituri,
haddiem bhala haddiem, u hekk kulhadd.

Meta Gest jitlobna nerfghu salibna u nimxu warajh, fl-ahhar
mill-ahhar ma jkunx qieghed jitlobna hlief inzommu ruhna ’1
boghod mid-dnub u nagdu sewwa d-dmirijiet taghna kollha bhala
nsara u fis-soc¢jeta tal-bnedmin. Izda ghax dan kemm-il darba jitlob
minna hafna sagrificéji u xi kull tant sagrificeji kbar, Gestt jxebbah
dan ma’ l-irfigh tas-salib; u jxebbhu wkoll mac¢-cahda tal-genituri
taghna, ta’ hutna u ta’ qrabatna. Dan ma jfissirx li ma ghandniex
inhobbuhom; ifisser biss li ghandna ni¢cahdu minn din l-imhabba
taghhom jekk din se tkun ta’ tfixkil ghalina fil-qadi ta’ dmirijietna
u fis-sejhat li jaghmlilna 1-Mulej; u ¢ahda, bhal din titlob sagrificéju
kbir minn ghandna, hi salib kbir ghalina.

Kif insibu l-hajja

Izda ma ghandniex naqtghu galbna minn dawn is-sagrifiécji,
U Gesu jgawwilna galbna ghalihom billi jghidilna 1i meta ahna
naghmlu dawn Iis-sagrifi¢c¢ji ghalih, sagrificceji 1i jistghu jwasslu
hiex naghtuh hajjitna kollha, ahna lil hajjitna ma nitilfuhiex, im-
ma nsibuha fil-hajja ta’ dejjem: niksbu premju bla gies fil-genna.

U dan Gesu jwettqu ghaliex ighidilna 1i kull eghmil tajjeb 1li
naghmlu ghandu I-premju tieghu: ukoll jekk naghtu tazza ilma
friska lil wiehed fqir u naghtuhielu ghall-imhabba ta’ Kristu, mhux
se nitilfu 1-hlas taghha. Wisg u wisq aktar mhux se nitilfuh jekk
naghmlu xi haga agwa minn hekk. Gesu jsemmilna I-hlas li wiehed
jiehu jekk jilga’ profeta ghandu, u 1-Knisja taghtina xi hjiel ta’
dan il-premju meta fl-ewwel gari tghidilna =x’gara lill-mara ta’
Sunem, ghaliex henniet ghall-profeta Elizew, lagghetu f’darha u
hadet hsiebu. Taha dak li dejjem xtadet u gatt ma rnexxielha li
jkollha: taha iben meta zewgha kien Xjieh.

Meta ahna naghmlu xi eghmil ta’ gid ma’ xi hadd fil-bzonn,
meta ahna nissagrifikaw ruhna ghall-gid ta’ 1-ohrajn, inkunu gegh-
din naghmlu xi haga wisq agwa minn dak li ghamlet il-mara ta’
Sunem; inkunu geghdin induru b’Gesu stess, 1i hu mhux biss profeta,
imma wkoll i1-Qassigs il-kbir, is-Sultan taghna. Forsi xi hadd jistagsi:
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kif inkunu nduru b’Gesu stess, meta nghinu 1il min hu fil-bzonn?
It-twegiba jaghtihielna Gesi nnifsu: kull ma naghmlu ma’ l-icken
minn fost hutna fil-bzonn Gest jgisu maghmul mieghu.

Ma nagtghux mela galbng mis-slaleb 1i rridu nerfghu tul haj-
jitna f’din id-dinja biex mghixu ta’ nsara u nhobbu lil kulhadd fi
Kristu billi naghmlu 1-gid minghajr ma nharsu lejn l-ucuh. Il-hlas
taghna jkun kbir fis-sema.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Ahna u nroddu hajr illum lill-Mulej Gesii ghaliex uriena per-
mezz ta’ l-Evangelju x’inhi 1-hajja 1i jridna nghixu biex inkunu tas-
sew dixxipli tieghu, nitolbuh jaghtina ll-grazzji kollha 1i nefitiegu
biex nghixu din il-hajja.

Qawwi l-poplu 1i int ksibt ghalik biex izomm shif fil-weghdiet
tieghu li jichad id-dnub u I-gerq tal-hazen.

Dawwal il-fehma ta’ kull bniedem 1i hawn fid-dinja biex £kull
ma jaghmel, jahseb u jghid, ifittex dejjem il-verita, il-gustizzja u
t-tjieba.

Qangal qlub fin-nies kollha li ma jonqoshom xejn biex jiftakru,
fl-eluf ta’ eluf ta’ bnedmin li fid-dinja tal-lum geghdin imutu bil-guh
u mhumiex lighixu hajja i tixraq il-bniedem.

Aghtina li nifhmu sewwa x’inhi s-sejha taghna bhala nsara
ha nkunu dejjem lesti naghmiu kull sagrificcju biex nghixuha kif
tridna int. '

Mulej Gesu Kristu, Iben Alla I-haj, int weghidtna 1i nsibu haj-
jitna jekk merfghu salibna u nimxu warajk, gawwina bil-grazzji tie-
ghek ha nkunu nistghu neghilbu kull ma jista’ jkun ta’ tfixkil gha-
lina ha naghmlu r-rieda tieghek. Int 1i tghix u ssaltan ghal dejjem
ta’ dejjem.
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L-14-i1 Hadd tas-Sena

QALB HELWA U UMLI -

Il-nlewwa u l-umilta ta’ Kristu

Fiz-zmien 1i jigi wara l-festa ta’ Ghid il-Hamsin, il-Knisja tis-
tedinna nimmeditaw fuq il-hidma ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu biex tkompli
ssehh il-missjoni 11 Kristu gie jaghmel fid-dinja, missjoni li ghaliha
ahna, bhala mghammdin, ahna fid-dmir li jkollna sehem fiha. Izda
ma jistax ikollna veru sehem f’din il-hidma jekk ma nkunux nixbhu
lil Kristu. Ghalhekk Gesu stess illum gieghed jistedinna u jghidilna:
“Tghallmu minni ghak jien ta’ galb helwa u umli”. Gesu rebah id-
dinja mhux b’xi wiri ta’ gawwa u ta’ setgha, imma bl-umilta u 1-
hlewwa tieghu: meta ghajruh ma wegibx, meta tawh bil-harta ma
wagqfilhnomx, meta gidbu fugqu u gabu xhieda qarrieqa kontrih ma
fetahx fommu, fug is-salib talab mahfra lill-Missier ghal dawk ' li
kkundannawh, Minn kull fejn kien ighaddi, kien jaghmel il-gid,
ifejjag il-morda, ifarrag lill-imnikktin, jahfer il-midinbin, galbu
dejjem miftuha ghat-tbatijiet tal-bnedmin. Henn ghalina fit-tigrib
kollu taghna, u minghajr ma nehhielna t-tbatijiet taghna, uriena
kif setghu jkunu mezz ta’ salvazzjoni ghalina, jekk ingarrbuhom
flimkien mieghu. “Hudu fugkom il-madmad tieghi,” qalilna, ‘“ghax
il-madmad tieghi helu u t-togol tieghi hafif”. Il-piz tas-salib taghna,
1i fugu 1-Mulej Gestu kellimna 1-ffadd li ghadda, jehfifilna jekk ikol-
Ina lil Gesu jerfghu maghna!

3

Inkunu bhal Kristu

Imma fostna hafna minna jaraw tqil il-madmad ta’ Kristu u
iepes it-togol tieghu. Dan ghaliex? It-twegiba jaghtihielna ¢Gest
stess bl-imgiba tieghu. Is-salib taghna narawh tgil jekk ma nkunux
nixbhu ’1 Gesu; is-salib taghna narawh iebes jekk ma nkunux umli
bhalma kien Gesu, li rebah proprju bl-umilta u x-xejn tieghu, kif
habbar il-profeta Zakkarija fl-ewwel qari tal-lum.

Is-sultan gust u rebbieh diehel fil-belt tieghu, umli u riekeb
fuqg hmara, fuq felu ta’ hmara, 1i jeqred il-karrijiet u l-gaws tal-
gwerra u jxandar il-paci lill-gnus u jwaggaf is-saltna tieghu sa truf
l-art kollha, huwa 1-Mulej Gest, 1i gie fid-dinja, umli u fqajjar, u
xejjen lilu nnifsu sal-mewt tas-salib, biex hekk igib il-paci bejn Alla
u l-bnedmin u jwaggaf saltna 1i thaddan il-gnus kollha ta’ 1-art.
Saltna mhux ta’ din id-dinja, imma saltna ta’ gustizzja, u ta’ verita,
ta’ grazzja, ta’ qdusija u ta’ sliem.

Din is-saltna trid tkompli tinxtered fid-dinja sa l-ahhar taz-
zminijiet, u rridu nkunu ahna i nibnuha bis-sehem i naghtu fil-
missjoni 1i 1-Ispirtu s-Santu gieghed jaghmel fid-dinja permezz tal-
Knisja 1i taghna ahna lkoll membri.
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Il-nidma ta’ l-Ispirtu s-Santu fina

L-Ispirtu s-Santu jahdem fina biex ahna nkunu nistghu naghtu
sehem fil-hidma tieghu, u jdawwalna wkoll biex nagharfu x’inhi
s-sejha taghna u biex naraw kemm hu helu l-madmad ta’ Kristu
u hafif it-togol tieghu. Dmirna ghalhekk hu li nghixu skond 1-Ispirtu
i fil-Maghmudija taghna nizel ighammamr fina, biex ihollna mill-
irbit tal-hazen, mill-kburija tal-hajja u mill-gibdiet kollha tal-
gisem.

Sakemm ahna ma nxekklux 1-Ispirtu ta’ Alla li jahdem. fina,
ahna nkunu geghdin nghixu skond 1-Ispirtu kif iheggigna naghmlu
San Pawl, fit-tieni gari tal-lum. Dan X’ifisser? Ighidulna San Pawl
kemm-il darba fl-ittri tieghu, meta jghidilna xX’inhuma l-eghmejjel
ta’ 1-Ispirtu: huwa, dak kollu li hu tjieba, verita u gustizzja; hu sabar
fit-tigrib, hu moghdrija u hniena ma’ l-ohrajn, hu ghajnuna lil min
hu fil-bzonn, imma, fuq kollox hu l-imhabba. Min ihobb jaf jistabar
u jhenn, ma jinkorlax, ma jzommzx f’qalbu ghad-deni, ma jifrahx
bl-ingustizzja imma jifrah bil-verita, kollox jaghder, kollox jem-
men, kollox jittama, kollox jissaporti; mhuwiex ghajjur, ma jinte-
fahx bih innifsu, ma jitkabbarx fuq l-ohrajn, ma jaghmilx dak li
mhux xieraq, u ghalhekk jinhafrulu kotra ta’ dnubiet.

Inroddu hajr ’l Alla ghax gharrafna T'inhi l-umilta

Mhux kulhadd jifhmu dan; ahna stess ma nifhmuhx jekk nib-
gghu nahsbu kif jahsbu 1-bnedmin tad-dinja, 1i jmagdru ’il min
hu umli u twajjeb ghax igisuh bla hila u ma hu se jasal imkien
fid-dinja. Ghalhekk ghandna:; ghax inroddu hajr 1lil Alla, flimkien
mal-Mulej Gesu llum, jekk wasalna biex nifhmu 1li d-dinja se nir-
bhuha kif rebahha Gestu: jekk bhalu nkunu ta’ galb helwa u umli.
Bil-hegga kollha ta’ galbna nkunu nistghu mbaghad nghidu t-talba
ta’ Gesu fl-Evangelju tal-lum: “Infahhrek, Missler Sid is-sema u 1-
art, talli inti l-kobor tat-tjieba u ta’ l-umilta u s-siwi taghhom
ghar-rebh tad-dinja, hbejthom lill-ghorrief tad-dinja u 1lil dawk
kollha 1i kburin bihom infushom jahsbu li jifhmu f’kollox. Infah-
hruk, Missier, Sid is-sema u l-art, ghax int, fil-kobor ta’ mhabbtek,
ghogbok tirrivela l-qawwa tat-tjieba u ta’ l-umilta lilna ¢-¢kejknin,
lilna li fix-xejn taghna mnagharfu 1li bil-hila taghna biss m’ahniex
se naslu mkien, imma kollox nistghu bl-ghajnuna li taghtina bil-
gawwa ta’ l-Ispirtu tieghek, li ssawwab fina fil-Maghmudija taghna.
Iva, Missier, hekk ghogob lir-rieda tieghek, u ta’ dan inroddulek hajr
u nfahhruk u nsebbhuk tul hajjitna kollha f'din id-dinja, sa ma
jasal il-waqt li fih 1-Ispirtu gaddis tieghek, 1i gajjem 1il Kristu Ibnek
mill-imwiet, igajjem ukoll ghall-hajja ta’ dejjem il-gisem taghna
1i jmut biex ma’ 1-Angli u l-gqaddisin kollha tieghek, infahhruk ghal
dejjem ta’ dejjem. ‘

}
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TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Migburin flimkien ghac-celebrazzjoni tal-misteri qaddisa f’Jum
il-Mulej, nitolbuh jaghtina l-grazzja nitghallmu nkunu ta’ qalb hel-
wa u umli biex insibu l-mistrieh ta’ ruhna.

Mulej Gesi, ieqaf mal-Knisja tieghek hija u thabbar lid-dinja
I-misteri tas-Saltna tieghek u tistieden I[ill-bnedmin kollha biex
jilgghu 1-Bxara t-tajba tas-salvazzjoni.

Ferrex il-popli i jhobbu "‘l-gwerer u gib fix-xejn il-kubrija
taghhom biex ma jkollhomx aktar hsibijiet ta’ hsara u ta’ deni, im-
ma jhabirku ghas-sliem u 1-paci fid-dinja tal-lum.

Uri I-hniena u t-tjieba tieghek mal-bnedmin kollha tal-lum im-
taqqglin kif inhuma u mhabbtin minn tant tigrib, u aghtihom li jsi-
- bu fik il-mistrieh ta’ ruhhom.

Aghtina 1i nghixu mhux skond fil-gisem, imma skond I-Ispir-
tu li ssawwab fina fil-Maghmudija taghna, biex isibu hafif u helu
t-toqol tal-ligi mgaddsa tieghek.

Mulej Gesu Kristu, Iben Alla 1-haj, int; ta’ galb helwa u umli,
ghallimna nkunu bhalek, biex bil-qawwa tal-fidi taghna fik, mie-
ghek nirbhu d-dinja. Int 1i tghix u ssaltan ghal dejjem ta’ dejjem.

I1-15-i1 Hadd tas-Sena

IS-SMIGH TAL-KELMA TA’ ALLA

Imwettqin kontra kull tigrib... -

“It-tbatijiet ta’ issa ma ghandhom X’jagsmu xejn mas-sebh li
ghad irid jidher fina”, smajna lil San Pawl ighidilna fit-tieni gari
tal-lum. Kliem sabih, izda ghal hafna minna kemm jista’ jkun ta’
farag fit-tigrib kollu taghna? Nemmnu, iva, li ghad inkunu fil-hena
fil-hajja ta’ dejjem, imma I-hsieb tal-hajja ta’ dejjem mhux biz-
zejjed biex itaffilna, I-hemm ta’ issa, ahna nibku u nogorbu nisten-
;new il-helsien minn dan it-tigrib kollu, helsien li aeghdin naraw
se jdum hafna ma jigina, u ghalhekk kwazi nagtghu galbna minnu.
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Izda kliem San Pawl ghandu jgawwilna galbna, ghax ifakkarna
li dan il-helsien ahna ga ksibnih fil-Maghmudija taghna, u ghal-
kemm ghadna nhossu t-togol kollu tal-hajja f'din id-dinja ta’ tahsir
u ta’ hsara, ahna m’ahniex mghattnin minnha, m’ahniex mitlugin
wahedna, ghax ghandna lil Alla maghna bl-Ispirtu qaddis tieghu li
jwettaqna, iharisna u jgawwina kontra kull tigrib u kull tahsir.

... bil-qawwa tal-Kelma ta’ Alla

B’liema mod jaghmlu dan maghna l-Ispirtu ta’ Alla? Bil-Kelma
ta’ Alla. L-Ispirtu ta’ Alla tul iz-zminijiet kollha tal-Patt il-Qadim
nebbah lil dawk 1i kitbu l1-kotba ta’ 1-Iskrittura biex jiktbu dak kollu
u dak biss li Alla ried iwassal lill-bnedmin bhala 1-Kelma tieghu
ghas-salvzazjoni taghna. Din il-Kelma ta’ Alla miktuba, tithabbrilna
kull nhar ta’ Hadd waqt i¢-celebrazzjoni tal-misteri gqaddisa, u din
il-Kelma ta’ Alla nistghu, jekk irridu, nisimghuha tithabbar lilna
kuljum wukoll jekk mniehdu sehem fi¢-celebrazzjoni tal-Quddiesa
matul il-gimgha. Kull darba li fi¢c-celebrazzjoni tal-misteri gaddisa
jingraw il-Kotba ta’ 1-Iskrittura, Alla stess ikun qieghed ikellimna
ghaliex il-kelma 1li nkunu geghdin nisimghu nkitbet minn min gie
mnebbah mill-Ispirtu s-Santu biex jiktibha.

' 1Hija 1-Kelma ta” Alla li tithabbrilna waqt il-Quddiesa 1i tqaw-
wilna qalbna fit-tigrib kollu 1li nghaddu minnu tul hajjitna fid-
dinja; hija 1-Kelma ta’ Alla, 1li thaffilna t-toqol tas-slaleb taghna
ghax turina 1li ghandna ’l Geslu gieghed jerfaghhom maghna; hija
Kelma ta’ Alla 1li tghidilna 1li ghad inkunu mehlusa mill-jasar tat-
tahsir ta’ din il-hajja u niksbu l-fidwa ta’ gisimna. U 1-Kelma ta’
Alla ma tizbaljax, kif jurinal l-profeta Isaija f'wahda mill-isbah sil-
tiet mill-Ktieb tieghu.

Il-qawwa tal-Kelma ta’ Alla

“Bhalma x-xita u s-silg jinzlu mis-smewwiet 1 ma jergghux
lura imma jsagqu l-art u jgeghluha, tnissel u taghti z-zerriegha ’l
min jizra’ u l-hobz ’il min -jiekol, hekk il-kelma ta’ Alla: ma tergax
lura vojta imma taghmel dak 1i Alla baghatha taghmel.”

Il-gqawwa, tal-Kelma ta’ Alla, narawha l-aktar fis-sagramenti
maaddsa: meta s-sacerdot lill-midneb ighidlu 1-kelma tal-Mulej:
“‘Dnubietek manfura”, id-dnubiet kollha tal-midneb jithassrulu,
qgishom ma kienu qatt; meta s-sacerdot fuq l-altar ighid kliem il-
Mulej: “Dan huwa gismi — dan huwa demmi” fuq il-hobz u l-inbid,
dawn ma jibgghux aktar hobz u nbid, imma jsiru 1-Gisem u d-Demm
tal-Mulej; meta lil dak li se jirc¢ievi 1-Grizma jghidlu: “Fu s-sigill
tad-don ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu,” 1-Ispirtu ta’ Alla jimmarkalu ruhu
b’sigill 1i ma jithassar gatt; sigill 1i juri li dak 1i gie mmarkat bih
hu membru kbir tal-Poplu 1- gdld 1li 1-Mulej kiseb ghalih. U hekk
ghas-Sagramenti l-ohra.
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Kif infizklu 1-Kelma ta’ Alla

Izda 1-Kelma ta’ Alla mhux dan biss taghmel; hija twissi''u
theggeg, tqawwi l-qalb u ¢éc¢anfar: hi ghajnuna ghalina 1li gatt ma
tonqosna. Imma. allura, ghaliex, minkejja li nisimghu 1-Kelma ta’
Alla Hadd wara l-iehor, ma naraw ebda bidla fina, nibgghu 1i konna,
bl-istess difetti u nuqqasijiet taghna, meta Isaija jghidilna 1li 1-Kel-
ma ta’ Alla taghmel dejjem dak 1i Alla jibghathal taghmel? It-twe-
giba jaghtihielna Gesu stess fl-Evangelju tal-lum.

Il-Kelma ta’ Alla ma taghmilx dejjem fina dak 1i Alla baghatha
taghmel, mhux ghax ma tistax taghmlu, imma ghaliex ahna nxek-
kluha, u x-xkiel li naghmlu lill-Kelma ta’ Alla xi kull tant jasal
ukoll biex langas tasal ghandna. Dan Gesu jghidulna bil-parabbola
tal-bidwi 1li hareg jizra’ u z-zerriegha bi¢¢a wagghet fil-moghdija
u l-ghasafar naqgqruha, bi¢ca waqghet fejn ma tantx kien hemm
.hamrija u nibtet imma malajr nixfet/ghax ma kellhiex eghruq, bi¢é¢a

_waqghet qalb ix-xewk u meta nibtet dan honogha, u bi¢éa wagqghet
f’art tajba u ghamlet hafna frott.

B’din il-parabbola ¢Gesu wriena *’inhu x-xkiel kollu 1li ahna
nistghu naghmlu lill-Kelma tieghu biex ma taghmilx frott li baghat-
ha taghmel fina. Nistghu ma naghtux widen ghall-Kelma ta’ Alla,
u nkunu bhal-Lhud ta’ zmien Gesu li kienu jisimghu kliemu imma
jaghlqu widnejhom ghalih minhabba li kienu kontrih u ghalhekk
kull kelma li kien ighid kienu jghawguha: ghalqu ghajnejhom
ghall-verita u bagghu fl-ghama taghhom li seta’ jwassalhom ghat-
telfien. Kemm nies fi zmienna geghdin jaghmlu bhal-Lhud ta’ Zzmien
Gesu, ighawgu 1-Kelma. ta’ Alla u jgisuha bhala kelma tal-bniedem
ghaliex qeghda tikkundanna l-imgiba hazina taghhom!

Izda nistghu naghtu wkoll widen ghall-Kelma dak il-hin 1li
geghdin nisimghuha u nilgghuha f’qalbna w naraw kemm hi sabiha
u tajba, izda mbaghad meta jigi xi ghawg fugna, meta jkun meh-
tieg 1i naghmilu xi sagrifi¢éju biex inharsuha, malajr ninsew is-
shuhija taghha m nwarrbuha fil-genb, u b’hekk nuru li ahna nsara
biss tal-bnazzi, insara biss bil-kliem, ghaliex m’ahniex kapa¢i ner-
fghu salibna wara Gesu. _

Il-kelma ta’ Alla nistghu nilgghuha wkoll f’qalbna bil-hegga
kollha u nghozzuha, izda mbaghad tant inkunu mehdijin bil-hwejjeg
tad-dinja, tant ikollna qalbna marbuta maghhom, illi nohonquha
fina, ma nisimghuhiex aktar, ma naghtux widen ghat-twissijiet u
¢-canfir taghha, gisu dak 1li tghid mhuwiex ghalina imma biss ghal
haddiehor... Dan huwa t-tfixkil li jaghmlu lill-kelma l1-kotra l-kbira
ta’ l-insara fostna, ghaliex fostna ftit huma dawk 1i ma jridux jisim-
ghu 1-Kelma ta’ Alla, ghax ftit huma dawk 1i tilfu 1-fidi; ftit ukell
huma dawk li ma tantx jimpurtahom li jghixu hajja nisranija ghal-
kemm jemmnu, u ghalhekk huma, ftit u xejn indifferenti u ma jah-
sbuhiex darbtejn biex jittraskuraw id-dmirijiet taghhom ta’ nsara
li huma; izda hafna huma dawk li jagdu d-dmirijiet taghhom ta’
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nsara, imorru ghall-Quddiesa nhar ta’ Hadd, igerru darba fit-tant,
jisimghu l-ezercizzi, jaghtu karita wkoll, u jharsu l-ligi, imma biss
sa fejn jagblilhom, biss sa fejn ma tfixklilhomx l-interessi tagh- -
hom: huma nsara. biss meta jmorru l-knisja u mhux fil-hajja tagh-
hom ta’ kuljum. ,

Fl-ahharnett hemm dawk li jilgghu 1-Kelma ta’ Alla u jhalluha
tahdem fihom bla ebda xkiel: dawn huma dawk li geghdin jaghmlu
hilithom 1li jghixu ta’ nsara mhux biss meta jmorru l-knisja imma
fil-mumenti kollha tal-hajja taghhom ta’ kuljum. Jalla nkunu minn
dawn ta’ l-ahhar, biex inkunu dejjem henjin u b’qalbna imhejjija
mill-ahjar ghal meta jigi 1-Mulej jitlobna kont ta’ kif ghexna s-
sejha taghna ta’ nsara. AR

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Migburin illum biex ni¢éelebraw Jum il-Mulej, nitolbuh jagh-
tina l-grazzja li nagharfu nhejju ruhna mill-ahjar biex inZommu
fina 1-Kelma ita’ Alla u naghmlu frott kotran billi nibqghu shah fil-
fehma.

Ieqaf, Mulej, mal-Knisja tieghek, hija u xxandar (l-Kelma tie-
ghek lill-gnus kollha ta’ l-art u turihom it-triq tas-salvazzjoni.

Aghmel li 1-Bxara t-tajba 'tés-sa‘lvazzj.on'i tithabbar sa truf l-art
kollha biex il-bnedmin kollha ta’ rieda tajba jilgghuha u jghozzuha.

Sahhah il-fehma ta’ kull min hu dghajjef fostna, biex it-tigrib
u l-hemm tal-‘hajja tal-lum ma jkunx ta’ tfixkil ghalih u jnessih il-
Kelma tieghek.

Thalli qatt it-thassib zejjed ghall-gid ta’ l-art u l-gibda ghall-
gieh u l-unuri tad-dinja johonqu fina 1-Kelma setghana tieghek.

Mulej Alla li tista’ kollox aghmel li 1-Kelma tieghek kull meta
tithabbar lilna, teghleb Il-indifferenza u n-nuqqgas ta’ nteress ta’
dawk 1i ma jridux jisimghuha jew jemmnuha, biex huma wkoll jil-
gghuha bhala Kelma tieghek u fihom ukoll taghmel kotra ta’ frott.
Bi Kristu Sidna.
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Is-16-il Hadd tas-Sena

IT-TAGHLIM BIL-PARABBOLI

Il-misteru mohbi sa mit-twaqqif tad-dinja

Ghadna kemm smajna lil San Mattew ighidilna li Gesu, min-
ghajr xi parabbola ma kienx ikellem lin-nies. Ghaliex dan? Kliem
Gesl kien dwar il-hwejjeg mohbija, tas-saltna tas-smewwiet, hwejjeg
mohbija sa mit-twaqqif tad-dinja. U x’kienu dawn il-hwejjeg moh-
bija sa mit-twaqqif tad-dinja? Ighidulna San Pawl f’hafna mill-ittri
tieghu: dawn il-hwejjeg mohbija sa mit-twaqaif tad-dinja huma 1-
pjan ta’ salvazzjoni 1li Alla fil-kobor ta’ mhabbtu kien hejja ghad-
dinja sa mill-bidu tal-holgien, biex il-bniedem jerga’ jikseb lura dak
1i tilef bl-ewwel dnub: id-dinjita 1i jissejjah u jkun tassew iben Alla
u ghalhekk werriet tal-genna.

Bl-ewwel dnub, bid-dnub ta’ Adam, il-bniedem sab ruhu mkecci
mill-genna u taht il-jasar tad-dnub u l-mewt; izda Alla, fil-kobor
bla gies ta’ mhabbtu lill-bniedem, fil-waqt stess 1i tah il-kastig ghad-
dnub tieghu, weghdu s-salvazzjoni. Din is-salvazzjoni ma. kinetx ghal
ftit bnedmin, jew ghal xi poplu wiehed 1li Alla ghazel ghalih, imma,
kienet ghall-bnedmin kollha, ghall-ulied kollha ta’ Adam. Izda din
i-verita ma Kkinitx maghrufa gabel gie Gesu fid-dinja: kien HU Ui
habbar 1i l-bnedmin kollha huma msejhin ghas-salvazzjoni, u ried
li din l-ahbar tajba tas-salvazzjoni tasal sa truf l-art kollha —
ghalhekk baghat 1-Appostli 1i hu ghazel biex imorru fid-dinja jghal-
Imu lill-bnedmin kollha, billi jhabbrulhom dak li Hu stess ghallem
tul it-tliet snin tal-hajja pubblika fid-dinja gabel miet fuq is-salib
ghas-salvazzjoni tad-dinja.

Ghaliex Gesw’ wriena dal-misteru bil-parabboli

Gesl huwa u jhabbar x’kien il-pjan tas-salvazzjoni li Alla kien
hejja sa mit-twaqqif tad-dinja, urienar wkoll x’ghandna naghmlu
biex fina jsehh dan il-pjan tas-salvazzjoni ta’ Alla. U ghaliex ahna
bnedmin dghajfa u mohhna tqil biex nifhmu l-hwejjeg ta’ Alla,
ghaliex ahna aktar mehdijin bil-hwejjeg ta’ din id-dinja, Gesu kel-
limna bil-parabboli: b’ezempji mill-hajja ta’ kuljum tal-bniedem
fid-dinja huwa wriena x’inhi s-Saltna ta’ Alla u x’ghandna naghmilu
biex niksbuha. Gesu tkellem bil-parabboli biex kulhadd jifhmu, izda
hafna ma fehmuhx. Ghaliex? Dan rajnih zewgt Ihdud ilu. Min hu
gharef bl-gherf tad-dinja, min hu kburi bih innifsu, il-kliem sem-
pli¢i ta’ Gest ma fehmux; izda ghal dawk 1i huma umli, ghal dawk li
mhumiex imkabbrin bihom infushom, ghal dawk li ghandhom qalb-
hom miftuha ghall-Kelma ta’ Alla, il-parabboli kienu, u ghadhom
sal-lum, ghajnuna kbira ghalihom biex jifhmu 1-hwejjeg mohbija
tas-Saltna tas-sema.
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It-tliet parabboli tal-lum

X’irid ighallimna Gesu llum bit-tliet parabboli 1i ghadna kemm
smajna? It-tlieta jkellmuna fuq is-Saltna tas-Smewwiet, 1i hi mxeb-
bha ma’ ftit hmira 1i mara tad-dar thallat ma’ tlitt sighan daiq,
ma’ zerriegha tal-mustarda 1i hi l-izghar fost iz-zrieragh kollha
imma meta tinbet u tikber issir gisha sigra, u ma’ ghalga li fiha
jikbru flimkien il-gamh u s-sikramna.

X’taghlim irid jaghtina Gesu llum b’dawn it-tliet parabboli.
Gesu jrid jurina x’qawwa ghandha s-Saltna ta’ Alla biex, bil-mod
il-mod thiddel ghat-tajjeb il-hajja tad-dinja: kif ftit hmira f'ghag-
na shiha, hekk it-tnax-il Appostlu 1i 1-Mulej baghat fid-dinja, bit-
taghlim tieghu, waslu biex biddlu ghat-tajjeb id-drawwiet ta’ eluf
ta’ eluf ta’ bnedmin tul iz-Zzminijiet, permezz tal-Knisja 1li Hu wad-
gaf fuq is-sisien ta’ 1-Appostli. Kienu “mernla zghira”, kif Gesu stess
sejhilhom, imma 1-Knisja li huma waqfu saret sigra kbira u thaddan
maghha bnedmin minn kull gens, poplu, ilsien u nazzjon. Izda f’din
il-Knisja, ghalkemm hija xirka tal-gaddisin, f’din id-dinja l-membri
taghha ghadhom bnedmin dghajfa u xi whud minnhom, forsi hafna,
huma reqdin jekk mhux ukoll mejtin — fil-Knisja fid-dinja, il-hzie-
na u t-tajbin jinsabu mhalltin flimkien bhall-gamh u s-sikrana tal-
parabbola. U Gesu jrid li jekk jibga’ jkun sa l-ahhar tad-dinja, gha-
liex Hu, fil-kobor tal-nniena tieghu, ma jridx li xi hadd jintilef minn
dawk dawk li Hu miet ghalihom.

Hu miet ghal kulhadd u jrid 1i kulhadd isalva, ghalhekk jaghti
zmien ghall-indiema lil kull midneb. U mhux biss jaghti Zmien
ghall-indiema. lil kull midneb, imma jigri warajh u juri mieghu
kotra ta’ tjieba u hniena.

Kif il-Mulej isejjah ghat-triq it-tajba

X’jaghmel il-Mulej biex iregga’ lura ghat-trig it-tajba lil dawk
i theghdu minnu? Huma hafna l-mezzi 1i 1-Mulej juza biex isej-
hilna ghall-indiema, biex jerga’ jhabbibna mieghu meta nitbeghdu
minnu bi dnubietna.

Hemm il-Kelma tieghu li tithabbrilna kull nhar ta’ Hadd waqgt
i¢-celebrazzjoni tal-misteri gaddisa, il-Kelma tieghu 1li taghmel dej-
jem kull ma jibghatha taghmel, kif rajna 1-Hadd li ghadda, il-Kel-
ma tieghu li twissina, i¢canfarna, twiddibna, u tgawwilna qgalbna
biex naghmlu l-pass mehtieg ha nergghu lura lejn dar Missierna,
kif ghamel 1-iben il-hali.

Hemm it-talb tal-Knisja kollha li bhala xirka wahda ta’ mhabba
ghandha 1-aktar ghal galbha l-ulied morda u mejtin: titlob ghalihom
biex il-Mulej jaghtihom ' il-grazzja tal-konverzjoni, jigifieri biex
isejhilnom lura lejh, kollha tama li huma mhux se jaghlqu wid-
nejhom ghas-sejhat tieghu u jhallu l-grazzja tieghu tahdem fihom.

Hemm l-ezempji tajba ta’ dawk kollha li geghdin ighixu hajja
umli u mohbija fil-harsien tal-ligi ta’ Alla huma u jaghmlu kotra
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ta’ gid ma’ huthom fil-bzonn, jahfru lil min hu hati ghalihom u
ipattu bil-gid id-deni li jirc¢ievu.

Hemm fuq kollox il-hidma ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu 1li bla heda
jahdem fil-Knisja, fil-membri kollha taghha flimkien, u f’kull wie-
hed minnhom. L-Ispirtu s-Santu jghinna fin-nuqaas ta’ hila tagh-
na, iwettagna fil-fidi taghna, igawwwilna galbna kontra kull tigrib
1i jista’ jigi fugna, inebbahna x’ghandna nitolbu Iil Alla u kif ghan-
dna ngibu ruhna f’kull mument tal-hajja taghna f’din id-dinja.

Ghalhekk quddiem il-qaghda li fiha ninsabu llum, meta naraw
kemm hawn hazen fid-dinja, kemm ged joktru d-dnubiet, kemm
tfixkil qgieghda ssib il-Knisja biex tagdi 1-missjoni taghha, fid-dinja;
meta naraw kemm gwerer u biza’ ta’ gwerer hawn fid-dinja, kemm
firdiet, kemm glied u mibgheda; ma ghandniex ghax naqtghu gal-
bna: Alla jaf fiex ninsabu, Alla jaf X'nehtiegu ghalkemm ma ghan-
dniex kliem biex infissruh: hemm I-Ispirtu s-Santu 1i jinsab dejjem
fil-Knisja ta’ Kristu u bla heda jidhol ghalinal fil-htigijiet taghna,
u ghalhekk hu ta’ wens ghalina fil-mixi taghna mill-widien mudla-
ma ta’ din id-dinja sa ma naslu fis-sema pajjizna.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Illum i geghdin nisimghu lehen il-Mulej jirrivelalna I-hwejjeg
mohbija tas-Saltna tas-sema ma nwebbsux qalbna mieghu, imma
bil-herqa kollha naghtu widen ghall-kelma tieghu u nitolbuh jibghat
I-Ispirtu qaddis tieghu jidhol ghalina fin-nuqqas ta’ hila taghna.

Imbghat, Mulej I-Ispirtu qaddis tieghek biex izomm il-Knisja
bla mittiefsa mill-hazen tad-dinja halli dejjem tiddi bil-gmiel tas-safa
u 1-qdusija.

Ibghat, Mulej, 1-Ispirtu tal-verita, biex iwassal il-bnedmin koll-
ha ta’ rieda tajba ghall-verita shiha tal-fidi biex il-Knisja tieghek
dejjem aktar tikber u thiddel ghat-tajjeb id-drawwiet tad-dinja.

Ibghat, Mulej, I-Ispirtu tal-farag, biex irattab l-ebusija ta’
qalb dawk li tbeghdu mit-triq it-tajba, halli jqumu u jergghu lura
lejk niedma u soghbiena, bhal iben il-hali.

Ibghat, Mulej, I-Ispirtu s-Santu biex jidhol ghalina fin-nuqgas
ta’ hila taghna, ha nkunu nafu x’nitolbu ghall-gid taghna u tad-
dinja kollha.

- Mulej, Missier qaddis, Alla ta’ dejjem li tista’ kollox, ibghat
I-Ispirtu tieghek fil-Knisja, biex ibieghed 1-ghadu ta’ ruhna minn
fostna u jzommna dejjem fis-sliem tieghek. Bi Kristu Sidna.
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Is-17-il Hadd tas-Sena
NGHOzzU S-SALTNA TA’ ALLA

X’inhi s-Saltna tas-sema

Il-Fadd 1i ghadda smajna lill-Mulej ikellimna, permezz ta’ pa-
rabboli fug is-Saltna tas-smewwiet. Illum kompla kellimna permezz
tal-parabboli fuq is-Saltna tieghu, biex jurina kemm ghandha tkun
haga ghaziza ghalina, tant 1i ghandna nkunu lesti nhallu kollox
u nissagrifikaw kollox biex niksbuha, ghalkemm hafna minn dawk
li kisbuha, ftit geghdin ighozzuha u, jekk ma jintebhiux b’dan, ]1s—
tghu jitilfuha ghal dejjem.

X’inhi mela din is-Saltna ta’ Alla li Gesu llum xebbahha ma’
tezor mohbi f’ghalga 1i min isibu jmur ibigh kull ma ghandu ha
jixtri 1-ghalga u jkollu dan it-tezor kbir, u ma’ gawhra fina tiswa
hafna li wiehed neguzjant ibigh kull ma ghandu biex jixtriha?

Is-Saltna ta’ Alla hija l-hena ta’ dejjem 1i 1-Mulej ghandu
mhejjija ghal dawk kollha li jhobbuh, ghal dawk kollha li jahdmu
id £’id mieghu ghall-gid, ghal dawk kollha 1i hu jsejjah biex jiehdu
s-sura xbieha ta’ Ibnu, ghall-bnedmin kollha, ghalina lkoll u
nwiegbu ghas-sejha tieghu.

Alla, baghat 1il Tbnu stess fid-dinja, biex ihabbeb il-bnedmin
kollha mieghu u jwassalhom ghall-hena ta’ dejjem, ghaliex Alla
jrid li 1-bnedmin kollha jsalvaw: hu halaghom ghalih u fih biss il-
bnedmin jistghu jsibu l-mistrienh shih ta’ ruhhom. Bil-mewt tieghu
fuq is-Salib 1-Iben ta’ Alla gered id-dnub tal-bniedem u rega’ habbu
“ma’” Alla; bl-ilma u d-demm 1li hargu mill-qalb minfuda ta’ Gesu
twagqfet il-Knisja: bil-Maghmudija u bl-Ewkaristija, imfissrin mill-
ilma u d-demm li hargu mill-genb minfud ta’ Kristu, issehh u tig-
gedded bla heda 1-Knisja ta’ Kristu fid-dinja, il-Knisja 1i hija s-
Saltna ta’ Alla fug l-art miexja lejn il-milja taghha fil-glorja tas-
sema, meta tidher fil-gmiel u 1-kobor kollu taghha.

Ftit jafu btha u jhabirku ghaliha

Permezz tal-missjoni. tal-Knisja. fid-dinja, Alla .jsejjah lill-
bnedmin kollha ghas-Saltna tas-smewwiet; imma, kemm fost 1-eluf
u eluf, u I-ghaxriet ta’ eluf ta’ bnedmin li hawn fid-dinja, jafu b’dan
it-tezor mohbi, din il-gawhra fina, 1i hi s-Saltna tas-Smewwiet?
Kemm lesti jbieghu kull ma ghanhdom beix dan it-tezor, din il-
gawhra tkun taghhom? U ghaliex dan? Ghaliex wara li ghaddew
tant mijiet ta’ snin, dsatax-il mitt sena, minn meta Kristu tkellem
mal-folol fuq is-Saltna tas-Smewwiet, ftit huma dawk 1li jafu biha?

Gesu ried ihalli f’idejn dawk li hu jsejjah ghas-Saltna tieghu
biex iwasslu 1-Bxara t-tajba ta’ din is-Saltna lill-bnedmin l-ohra.
U dan ma jistghux ma jaghmluhzx, jekk jafu x’siwi kbir hija s-Saltna
ta’ Alla, ghaliex hija haga naturali fil-bniedem 1i jifrah bil-gid kbir
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1i jikseb u jkun irid ighid lil kulhadd bih, biex jifirhu mieghu.

Imma l-kotra kbira ta’ dawk li 1-Mulej isejjah ghas-Saltna tie-
ghu, il-kotra kbira taghna l-insara, ftit inhabirku biex naghmlu dan.
Ghaliex? Forsi ghaliex ma nafux bizzejjed xi grazzja kbira Alla tana
meta, sa minn twelidna f'din id-dinja, tana twelid gdid fl-ilma u
1-Ispirtu s-Santu fil-Maghmudija, u gieghed iwettagna bla heda f'din
il-hajja gdida permezz ta’ 1-Ewkaristija. Forsi ghalhekk hafna minna
mhumiex ighixu skond is-sejha taghhom ta’ nsara li huma, forsi
ghalhekk ma hemmx gbil bejn il-fidi nisranija li jghidu 1i jhaddnu
u l-imgiba taghhom fil-hajja taghhom ta’ kuljum li ma tagbel xejn
mal-hajja 1i ghandu jghix min jiftahar 1i hu nisrani. Forsi ghalhekk
hafna bnedmin ta’ rieda tajba ghax ma ntebhux bis-siwi kbira tas-
Saltna ta’ Alla, ghaliex dawk li gharfuha mhumiex juruhielhom.

Dan Alla riedu wkoll kif urietna l-parabbola tal-gamh u sikrana
tal-Hadd 1i ghadda u l-parabbola tax-xibka mixhuta fil-bahar 11
tagbad kull xorta ta’ hut fl-Evangelju tal-lum. Fil-Knisja, matul
il-mixi taghha f'din id-dinja, jinsabu dawk li ghalkemm gew im-
sejha minn Alla fis-Saltna tieghu, mhumiex juruh imhabba, gegh-
din ikasbru s-sejha tieghu; izda ghax ihobbhom, jaghtihom zmien
biex jintebhu bin-nugqgas taghhom, kif rajna 1-Hadd li ghadda. Sa
l-ahhar taz-zminijiet, fil-Knisja fid-dinja, il-hziena se jibgghu
mhalltin mat-tajbin; u dan kemm ghax Alla hanin u jibga’ jaghti
sa l-ahhar, zmien lill-hziena ghall-indiema, u kemm ghaliex bit-
tigrib tal-midinbin il-Knisja tieghu dejjem aktar tissaffa u tissah-
hah u titgaddes, u tidher fil-kobor kollu taghha l-aktar meta tkun
imgarrba fuq li mgarrba mill-hazen.

T
Nitolbu Uil Alla gherf uw ghagal biex nghosiu s-Saltna tieghu

Jalla ahna ma nkunux fost dawk li msejhin minn Alla 1li ma
narawx xi grazzja Kbira hi s-sejha taghna ta’ nsara; jalla nkunu
naraw Iis-siwi tas-Saltna ta’ Alla 1li fiha ahna msebhin permezz
tal-Knisja u fil-Knisja mexjin lejn il-mument 1li fih is-Saltna ta’
Alla tilhag il-milja taghha fil-glorja tas-sema.

X’irridu naghmlu biex ma ninsew gatt dan is-siwi tas-Saltna ta’
Alla. u biex inkunu dejiem lesti nissagrifikaw kollox, sahansitra haj-
jitna bilex ma nitilfuhiex? Naghmlu dak 1i ghamel Salamun, meta
lahaq sultan ta’ Israel, wara David missieru. Meta 1-Mulej deherlu
fil-holm u stagsih x’irid bhala Sultan ta’ Israel, Salamun, kif rajna
fl-ewwel gari tal-lum, ma talabx hajja twila jew gid bla qgies, ma
talabx ir-rebha fuq l-eghdewwa tieghu, imma talab 1-gherf u l-gha-
gal li kien jenhtieg biex jaqdi 1-hidma tieghu ta’ sultan tal-poplu
ta’ Alla. Nitolbu ahna wkoll illum gherf u ghagal minn ghand Alla
biex nagharfu dejjem is-siwi tas-sejha taghna ta’ nsara li- ahna.
Nitolbu l-gherf tal-hwejjeg tas-sema biex ma norbtux galbna mal-
&id 1i jghaddi ta’ din id-dinja, imma nfittxu fug kollox il-gid 1i jib-
ga’ ghal dejjem; nitolbu l-gherf u l-ghagal biex inkunu nafu dejjem
nuzaw tajjeb il-gid kollu 1i Alla tana, il-gid ta’ l1-art, sahhitna, 1-in-
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telligenza u l-hila taghna, il-kwalitajiet kollha tajba taghna, biex
bihom naghmu 1-gid lill-ohrajn u naghtu glorja lil Alla. Nitolbu ’1
.Alla jaghtina 1-ghagal biex nagharfu ngibu ruhna sewwa skond ir-
rieda tieghu fic¢-cirkustanzi kollha tal-hajja taghna ta’ kuljum, u
naghzlu /dejjem dak 1i hu sewwa, dak 1i hu gust quddiemu, dak 1li hu
tassew veru, minghajr ma nhallu ebda haga tad-dinja tgarragna
bit-tlellix fieragh taghha.

B’dan il-mod inkunu tassew dixxipli tas-Saltna ta’ Alla, u minn
dan it-tezor ta’ siwi kbir, inkunu nistghu nohorgu kull xorta ta’ gid
ghalina u ghal kull min niltagghu mieghu tul hajjitna fid-dinja,
ii-gid tal-hwejjeg tas-sema.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Nitolbu Hum lil Alla 1-grazzja li nifhmu X’inhu s-siwi tas-sej-
ha taghna bhala nsara, biex nghozzuha b’qalbna kollha u nghinu
il-haddiehor biex bhalna jara kemm hi haga sabiha, kemm hi haga
ghaziza s-sejha li ghamlilna Alla biex ikollna s-sura xbieha ta’
Ibnu.

Iegaf, Mulej, mal-Knisja tieghek, li harget mad-Demm u l-ilma
mill-genb minfud ta’ Kristu, biex twassal sa truf l-art il-Bxara t-taj-
ba tas-Saltna tieghek.

Sejjah lill-bnedmin kollha ta’ rieda tajba ghas-Saltna tieghek
biex ikollhom is-sura xbieha ta’ Ibnek u jiksbu l-gustifikazzjoni.

Henn ghal dawk i sejjaht skond il-provvidenza tieghek u
mhumiex ighixu skond is-sejha tieghek, u fil-kobor ta’ mhabbtek
aghtihom il-grazzja tas-soghba u ta’ l-indiema biex iduru lejk.

Aghtina I-gherf tal-hwejjeg tas-sema u 1-ghaqal kollu li nehtie-
gu biex fil-hajja taghna fid-dinja tal-lum, ma ninsew qatt 1i int sej-
jahitilna u ippredestinajtna ghas-Saltna tieghek tas-sema.

Mulej Alla 1i tista’ kollox, ara minn kemm tigrib ninsabu
mdawwrin u ma’ kemm tfixkil niltagghu fil-mixi taghna lejn is-
sema pajjizna: thallina qatt naqtghu qalbna imma wettagna bil-
grazzja tieghek, halli meta jasal il-waqt naslu ghas-sebh li ghalih
int ippraedestinajtna fis-Saltna tieghek tas-sema. Bi Kristu Sidna.
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It-18-il Hadd tas-sena
L-IKLA TAL-MULEJ
Thabbira ta’ I-Ikla tal-Mulej

Il-miraklu li habbrilna -Evangelju tal-lum ghandu jfakkarna fil-miste-
ru ta’ 1-Ewkaristija, anzi Gesu stess riedu jkun thabbira tal-misteru ta’ I-
Ewkaristija, kif jurina I-Appostlu San Gwann fl-Evangelju tieghu, ghaliex
fl-Evangelju ta’ San' Gwann dan ‘il-miraklu huwa dahla ghall-kliem ta’
Gesu fuqg il-hobz tal-hajja, fuq il-hobz 1i nizel mis-sema, 1i min jiekol minnu
ma jmut qatt. Hekk ‘fehmuh ukoll I-Evangelisti kollha ghaliex huma u
jirrakkontaw dan. il-miraklu biex ifissru dak 1i ghamel Gesli, uzaw l-istess
‘kliem li bih galulna x’ghamel il-Mulej fl-Ahhar ikla tieghu mad-dixxipli
gabel miet ghalina, meta waqgaf is-Sagrament ta’ l-Ewkaristija.

X’ghamel Gestt meta kattar il-hames hobziet u z-zewg hutiet 1i bihom
tama hamest elef ruh barra n-nisa u t-tfal? Ordna lin-nies jogoghdu bil-
gieghda madwaru, ha I-hobziet u I-hutiet, refa’ ghajnejh lejn is-sema, bie-
rek, gasam il-hobziet u l-hutiet, u tahom lid-dixxipli ' biex igassmuhom
lin-nies. |

X’ghamel Gesu fl-Abhar ikla mad-dixxipli tieghu? Qaghad bil-qieghda
maghhom fug il-mejda, waqt l-ikla ha I-hobz u l-kal¢i bl-inbid, refa’ ghaj-
nejh lejn is-sema, bierek, u tahom liddixxipli tieghu,

U issa x’jaghmel is-sacerdot f'kull Quddiesa? Fil-persuna ta’ Kristu
jgedded dak li ghamel il-Mulej. Madwar is-sacerdot: hemm migbura, f'xir-
ka wahda ta’ mhabba, il-folla ta’ dawk koltha li mexjin wara Kristu; bhal
Gest u fil-persuna ta’ Gesu jiehu l-hobz.u l-inbid, jerfa’ ghajnejh lejn is-
sema, ibierek u jgassmu lin-nies, u kulhadd jiehu mill-hobz 1i nizel mis-
sema, il-Gisem u d-Demm tal-Mulej.

L-offerta taghna

Bhalma d-dixxipli newlu I-ftit hiobziet u hutiet li kellhom biex Gesil
tema bihom il-hamest elef ragel, hekk ahna f’kull Quddiesa nwasslu 1-hobz
u l-inbid lis-sacerdot ghas-sagrificcju; noffrulu I-istess doni tieghu, noffru-
lu minn dak li hu stess tana, biex hu jroddomina lura bhala ikel u xorb
ta’ ruhna fil-mixi taghna mill-widien mudlama ta’ din id-dinja lejn il-mer-
ghat ta’ dejjem. Kif naghmluh dan? II-gbir 1i jsir fil-knisja wagqt il-Quddiesa
hija l-offerta 1i ahna naghmlu lil Alla ghall-ghajxien tas-sacerdoti tieghu,
ghall-fqar u ghall-htigijiet kollha tal-Knisja biex tgim lil Alla kif jixraqlu
u jisthoqqlu; dak li noffru huwa mill-gid taghna, imma kull ma ghandna
tahulna Alla, ghalhekk meta naghmlu I-offerta taghna fil-Quddiesa, il-ftit
flus li nitfghu fis-sassla, huma minn dak li I-Mulej tana; l-offerta li nagh-
mlu li Alla tasal fuqg l-altar bhala hobz u nbid halli bihom jiggedded is-
sagrificcju tas-salib u ssehh l-ikla tal-Mulej, li fiha jaghtina niekfu gismu
stess, il-hobz u 1-inbid 1i offrejna 1i fil-Quddiesa jinbidlu fil-Gisem u d-
Demm tal-Mulej biex ikunu ikel u xorb ta’ ruhna.
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Bierek, qasam, ta

Meta 1-hobz u l-inbid ikunu fuq l-altar, is-sacerdot, fil-persuna ta’
Kristu, ighid fughom it-talba ta’ barka — ibierek, kif bierek Gesu 1-hob-
ziet u l-hutiet quddiem hamest elef ragel, kif bierek il-hobz u l-inbid fl-
Anhar Ikla gabel miet ghalina — u 1-hobz u l-inbid isiru l-Gisem u d-Demm
tal-Mulej.

Geslt wara li bierek gasam il-hobz u tah lid-dixxipli; hekk ukoll jagh-
mel is-sacerdot fil-Quddiesa: jagsam il-hobz, l-ostja ghat-tqarbin tan-nies
— illum jagsam, biss l-ostja tieghu ghax l-ostji ghat-tqarbin tan-nies iku-
nu ga magsumin fil-pissidi. 1zda l-gsim ta’ l-ostja ghandu tifsir kbir, ghax
ifisser li dawk (-ostji kollha li jinsabu fil-pissidi w i bihom, se nitgarbnu, °
huma kollha mjinn hobza wahda, huma kollha, 1-Gisem, ta’ Kristu.

Fl-ahhar it-tqarbin, jigifieri s-sacerdot, igassam il-hobz lin-nies kif id-
dixxipli qassmu l-hobz u I-hutiet lill-hamest elef ragel, kif Gesu ta 1-hobz
u l-inbid fl-Ahhar Ikla lid-dixxipli tieghu.

Sehemna X’inhu fl-Ikla tal-Mule;j?

Il-hamest elef ragel u n-nisa u t-tfal ilkoll kielu mill-hobz u l-hutiet
li fughom il-Mulej qal it-talba tal-barka; it-tnax-il dixxiplu hadu sehem fl-
Ahhar Ikla tal-Mulej, barra Guda li hareg gabel intemmet 1-Tkla, ghax ma
kienx jisthoqqglu jiehu sehem fiha. U ahna li niehdu sehem, fil-Quddiesa,
naghmlu bhal hamest elef ragel tal-Evangelju tal-lum? naghmlu bhall-Ap-
postli? niehdu lkoll sehem mill-mejda 1i jhejjilna 1-Mulej? jew nibgghu lura?
jew nitilqu ’1 barra kif ghamel Guda ghaliex geghdin nittradixxu lill-Mule;j?

Ghalhekk illum il-Knisja, bil-kliem herqan tal-profeta, issejhilna biex
nersqu ghall-ikla li 1-Mulej ihejjilna kull nhar ta’ Hadd, kujum jekk irridu,
u tghidilna biex ma nahlux flusna f’dak 1li mhuwiex hobz, f'dak li ma
‘jxebbax. Fi kliem iehor, il-Knisja tistedinna biex ma jfittxux l-hena tagh-
na fil-gid li jghaddi, fil-gid li ma jtemmx ix-xewqat taghna, fil-frughat u t-
tlellix tad-dinja; il-hena taghna, tghidilna 1-Knisja ghandna nfittxuh fil-gid
li jibga’ ghal dejjem, gid li Alla jgassmilna b’idejh miftuha u jaghtihulna
bla ma jitlobna xejn hlief li nkunu fidili ghal-ligi mgaddsa tieghu u nzom-
mu ruhna ’l boghod mit-tingis tad-dinja.

Hu jhejji mejda ghalina u jistedinna ghaliha. U meta mmorru 1-Knisja
ghall-Quddiesa nkunu nuru li l-istedina tal-Mulej inkunu lgajniha; ghaliex
meta mbaghad, meta jasal il-waqt li niehdu sehem mill-ikla tal-Mulej, nib-
gghu lura u ma nersqux nieklu l-ikel li hejjielna? Tghid ghax nibzghu li
ahna bhal Guda? Jekk dan, il-Mulej jistedinna naghtu widen ghal kliemu,
u nersqu lejh niedma u soghbiena, nitolbuh mahfra ha ngeddu mieghu I-
patt tal-hbiberija u nibgghu hbieb mieghu ghal dejjem. Imma, forsi ma
nersqux nieklu mill-mejda tal-Mulej, ghax qatt ma hsibna x’gid kbir hi din
l-ikla ghalina, xi hlewwa u x’benna fiha. Kieku nkunu nafu sewwa x’inhu
dan id-don ta’ Alla li hi 1-Ewkaristija, ma naslu gatt li nibgghu lura mill-
ikla tal-Mulej.
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X’taghmel fina l-ikla tal-Mulej

Hija ikla li twettaqgna fl-imhabba ta’ Alla, u aktar ma niehdu sehem
minn din l-Ikla iktar tissahhah fina l-imhabba ta’ Alla, u nistghu naslu
mbaghad biex ma’ San Pawl nghidu li xejn ma jkun jista’ jifridna minn
din 1-imhabba: ebda tahbit, ebda persekuzzjoni, ebda tigrib ma jkun jista’
jeghleb fina din l-imhabba. Dan jixhduhulna l-martri ta’ kull zmien. Kienet
l-Ewkaristija li tat is-sahha lill-martri ta’ l-ewwel Zminijiet biex igarrbu
mohgqrija kbira ghal Kristu. Izda ma ghandniex ghalfejn immorru ghal
zminijiet imbeghda: fi Zminijietna wkoll ghandna ezempji mill-isbah 1i ju-
runa ‘kemm l-Ewkaristija tghin biex ma ninfirdu gatt mill-imhabba ta’
Kristu. Bizzejjed insemmu lil Santa Marija Goretti, 1i fl-Ewkaristija sabet
il-qawwa biex izzomm, bla mittiefsa xbubitha kontra t-theddid ta’ min irid
ikasbarha u ghax ma rnexxilux nehhielha hajjitha; bizzejjed insemmu lil S.
Massimiljanu Kolbe li mill-Ewkaristija li kien kuljum ji¢celebra kiseb il-
gawwa biex jaghti hajtu ghal wiehied, missier ta’ familja, 1i kien jinsab
mieghu fil-kamp ta’ koncentrament, Bhal Santa Marija Goretti, bhal San
Massimiljanu Kolbe, hemm Kkotra kbira, li Alla biss jaf isimhom, li mgaw-
wijin mill-Ewkaristija, qeghdin isibu l-qawwa biex jibqghu fl-imhabba ta’
Kristu minkejja 1-hafna tigrib u persekuzzjonijiet, u tfixkil 1i qieghed ikol-
lhom mhux biss minn dawk li huma ghedewwa tas-salib ta’ Kristu, Kkif
isejhilhom San Pawl, imma mill-istess ambjent materjalistiku u sekulariz-
zat li fih ged ikollhom ighixu.

Jalla ahna wkoll fl-Ewkaristija nsibu l-qawwa taghna biex nibgghu
dejjem fidili lejn Kristu u t-taghlim tieghu kif twassalulna 1-Knisja per-
mezz tal-Papa u l-Isqfijiet u s-sacerdoti taghha, u nitwettqu fl-imhabba ta’
Alla minkejja d-diffikultajiet u tigrib kollu li jistghu joholqulna 1-bnedmin
bl-ideologiji, il-fehmiet, u 1-kliem fieragh li bihom iridu jgarrquna u jbegh-
duna mill-verita shiha ta’ Kristu.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Migburin flimkien illum biex niehdu sehem fl-Ikla tal-Mulej
f’dan il-Jum tieghu, nitolbuh iwettagna fl-imhabba ta’ Alla biex
xejn qatt ma jifridna minnha.

Mulej Gesii ieqaf mal-Knisja tieghek hija u ticcelebra minn
tlugh ix-xemx sa nzulha l-misteru ewkaristiku b’tifkira tieghek.

Mulej Gesti, sahhah lill-fidili kollha tieghek bl-Ewkaristija fil-
mixi taghhom mill-widien mudlama ta’ din id-dinja tad-dnub, sa
ma jaslu fil-merghat ta’ dejjem.

Mulej Gesu, ghaqqad haga wahda bejniethom lil dawk kollha
li titma mill-hobza wahida tieghek fl-Ewkaristija.
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Mulej Gesit wettagna fl-imhabba ta’ Alla bit-tishib taghna fl-
Ewkaristija, biex ebda tigrib u ebda xkiel ma jifridna minnek.

Mulej Gesu Kristu, Iben Alla I-haj, ara minn kemm (tlgrlb nin-

sabu mhabbtin f’dawn iz-zminijiet u kemm niltagghu ma’ theddid
ghas-shuhija tal-fidi taghna fik; aghtina li mill-Ewkaristija niksbu
l-gawwa kollha li nehtiegu hiex gatt ma nmflrdu minnek. Int 1i
tghix u ssaltan ghal dejjem ta’ dejjem. |

Id-19-i1 Hadd tas-sena
ALLA MAGHNA

It-tigrib tal-Knisja llum

I-Hadd li ghadda 1-Knisja galtilna li fl-Ewkaristija ghandna nsibu 1-
gawwa kollha mehtiega biex ma ninfirdu qatt mill-imhabba ta’ Kristu,
minkejja t-tigrib kollu u t-tahbit kollu li mieghu niltagghu tul il-hajja tagh-
na f'din id-dinja. Ilum il-Knisja tkompli tkellimna fuq dan it-tigrib u t-
tahbit, li hu mhux biss taghna, imma tal-Knisja kollha. Gesu stess habbru
dan it-tigrib meta lid-dixxipli galilhom li d-dixxiplu mhux ingas mill-Im-
ghallem tieghu, u kif baghdu lilu hekk ukoll ghad joboghdu lil dawk li
jmorru warajh, u jippersegwitawhom u jghidu kull xorta ta’ gideb fughom.
II-grajja tal-Knisja tul iz-zminijiet mhijiex hlief grajja ta’ tahbit u tempesti
kbar, u nistghu nxebbhuha mad-dghajsa ta’ San Pietru tithabat mal-mewg,
bir-rih kontriha, li fugha jitkellem 1-Evangelju tal-lum.

Minn kemm tempesti ghaddiet il-Knisja tul il-grajja taghha fid-dinja!
minn kemm tempesti ghaddejja llum f’hafna pajjizi tad-dinja! kemm issib
tfixkil biex tagdi 1-missjoni taghha! kemm issib fost uliedha stess min bl-
imgieba tieghu jdallmilha l-gmiel u s-safa taghha jew ibikkiha bl-eghmil
hazin u fahxi tieghu! kemm fost uliedha stess li geghdin igarrbuha min-
habba ideologiji li ma ghandhom X’jagsmu xejn mit-taghlim veru ta’ Kristu
li gie fdata lilha biss biex twasslu bla mittiefes lill-bnedmin kollha!

Is-setghat ta’ l-infern, tul iz-Zminijiet, jaghmlu minn kollox, mhux biex
jeqirdu 1-Knisja, ghax jafu li dan ma jistghux jaghmluh, imma biex idghaj-
fu u jfixklu l-hidma taghha ghas-salvazzjoni tal-bnedmin kollha. Imma jagh-
mlu x’jaghmlu, fl-ahhar jisfaw mirbuha. Dawk li jgarrbuha jghaddu u kul-
hadd jinsihom, imma 1-Knisja tibga’, u tibga’ sa l-ahbar taz-zmien. Dan
ghaliex? :

Kristu dejjem mal-Knisja tieghu

It-twegiba jaghtihielna: l-Evangelju tal-lum. Kristu hu dejjem mal-
Knisja, hu dejjem qrib taghha. Hu stess weghdu dan lill-Appostli meta
habbrilhom it-tigrib Ii kellu jigi fug il-Knisja tul iz-zminijiet kollha sa I-
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ahhar tad-dinja. ‘“Ara jiena maghkom sa l-ahhar taz-zminijiet,” galilhom.
U dan narawh fl-Evangelju tal-lum. Wagqt it-tempesta fuq il-bahar, 1-Ap-
postli kienu mwerwrin u galbhom maqtugha, izda Gesu kien qrib tagh-
ho‘m,"ghalikeﬁmm ma gharfuhx, u hasbuh xi fantazma. U langas meta kel-
limhom ma kienu zguri li Kien tassew thu. San Pietru ried sinjal minn ghan-
du; “Ordnali nigi hdejk fuq l-ilma”, qallu. U Gesu s-sinjal tahulu, izda ma
kienx bizzejjed ghal San Pietru, ghax kien nieqes mill-fidi. Beza’ u beda
jeghreq u talab 1-ghajnuna lil Gesu. ‘Gesu canfru bil-hlewwa kellha ghan-
nuqggas ta’ fidi tieghi, imma tah l-ghajnuna li htieglu.

F’San Pietru ahna naraw xbieha hajja ta’ l-imgieba taghna: quddiem
it-tigrib 1i 1-Knisja ghaddejja minnu, quddiem id-diffikultajiet li maghhom
tiltaga’, quddiem il-gilla u 1-mibgheda dejjem tikber ta’ l-eghdewwa tagh-
ha; ghalkemm nemmnu li Gesu mhux ’il boghod minnha, nahsbuh biss xi
“fantazma’”, ghax kieku Gesu hu tassew mal-Knisja (hekk nghidu fil-fond
ta’ galbna) mhux se jhalliha tiggarrab b’dan il-mod, u jgib fix-xejn l-egh-
dewwa taghha. Izda Gesu jizgurana li hu mal-Knisja, ma hallihiex wahed-
ha, u jcanfarna, bil-hlewwa Kkollha, Kkif ¢anfar 'lil San Pietru, u jghidilna:
“Ja nies ta’ fidi zghira, ghaliex tiddubitaw? Jiena tajt kelma 1i se nkun
mal-Knisja tieghi sa l-ahhar taz-zminijiet, u minn din il-kelma mhux se
nongos gatt, u meta jasal il-waqt, kif waqaf ir-rih malli tlajt fid-dghajsa ta’
Pietru, hekk ighaddi t-tigrib li minnu ghaddejja 1-Knisja llum; emmnu biss
fija; tkunux nies ta’ fidi zghira; jiena rbahtha d-dinja meta, imsallab, kollox
kien jidher mitluf.” ,

Dan nifhmuh ahjar jekk ingisu li 1-Mulej ma jahdimx fid-dinja bil-
wiri ta’ gawwa u ta’ setgha, imma fil-mohbi, bil-kwiet; il-hidma tieghu hi
fi glub - il-bnedmin u jdawwarhom ghas-sewwa jekk ikunu sinéieri u ma
jfixklux il-hidma tal-grazzja tieghu fihom; u jekk ukoll ma jdawwarhomx
lejh minhabba l-ebusija ta ’qalbhom, mid-deni 1i jaghmlu jaf johrog gid bla
gies ghall-Knisja tieghu, kif turina l-grajja 1i minnha ghadda I-profeta Elija,
li jsemmaghlna l-ewwel gari tal-lum.

Il-profeta Elija jurina kif tirbah il-Knisja

Elija kien gered il-qassisin kollha ta’ Baghal u bil-miraklu li kien gha-
mel fuq l-gholja tal-Karmelu meta sejiah mis-sema n-nar biex isehh is-sa-
grificcju tieghu lil Alla, kien wera lill-poplu min kien il-veru Alla; izda 1-
poplu, minkejja dan kollu, rega’ lura ghall-gima ta’ Baghal, u Elija qalbu
maqtugha, telaq il-poplu u xtaq li I-mewt tigi fuqu. Imma Alla gawwielu
qalbu u sejjahlu biex imur fuq il-gholja tal-Horeb: hemm deherlu, u bil-mod
kif deherlu wrieh b’liema mod kien se jirbah lura ghalih il-poplu li kien
tbieghed minnu. Ma kienx se jirbhu lura bil-wiri tal-qawwa u tas-setgha:
il-qtil tal-qassisin kollha ta’ Baghal minn Elija wara l-miraklu tal-gholja
tal-Karmelu, ma serva ghalxejn; il-poplu ma regax lura minn galbu ghand
il-Mulej; rega’ lura ghal ftit, ghax twerwer mill-qtil, izda meta ghadda I-
biza’ rega’ fittex ’il Baghal ghax hekk qabillu, ghax is-sultana ta’ Israel
lil Baghal kienet tqim. Alla lill-poplu tieghu ried jigbdu lejh bl-eghmejjel
ta’ mhabba, tjieba u hniena. Ghalhekk Alla lil Elija fuq il-Horeb ma- deher-
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lux fit-thezziza 1i hezzet il-muntanja kollha; u lanqgas deherlu fin-nar iheg-
geg li hareg mill-muntanja. Deherlu f’ziffa helwa, biex ighidlu li bil-hlew-
wa biss seta’ jgib lura ghat-triq it-tajba l-poplu li kien tbieghed minnha.
Hekk illum. I-Knisja tirbah zgur, minkejja 1-gideb kollu 1i jghidu fug-
ha dawk 1li jridu jfixkluha fil-missjoni taghha ta’ salvazzjoni, ghaliex I-
armi taghha huma l-imhabba, il-mahfra, il-hniena, is-sabar, it-tjieba, 1I-
umiltd, u ebda setgha tad-dinja ma ghandha l-hila teghleb armi bhal dawn.
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Kif nirbhu ahna .

Dak li ghidna sa issa ghall-Knisja, nistghu nghiduh ghalina lkoll, ghal
kull wiehed u wahda minna. It-tahbit kollu li mieghu niltagghu tul haj-
jitna fid-dinja, l-inkwiet li jgibulna n-nies, irridu nirbhuh mhux bil-glied
u t-tilwim, imma bis-sabar, bil-hlewwa, bit-tjieba, bl-imhabba: billi nkunu
lesti nissagrifikaw ruhna wkoll ghal dawk li jgarrbuna, billi nahfrulhom
il-htijiet li jaghmlulna, billi npattulhom d-deni bil-gid. F’dan San Pawl
ighallimna bit-tieni qari tal-lum. San Pawl ra kull xorta ta’ tigrib minn
ghand il-Lhud; qatt ma hafruhiely li hu, li b’tant hegga bhala zaghzugh ha
sehem fit-thaggir ta’ San Stiefnu, u kollu hrara mar Damasku biex ikax-
kar il-habs lil 'dawk kollha 1i kienu jemmnu fi Kristu, sar imbaghad Ap-
postlu ta’ Kristu biex iwasslu lill-gnus pagani. Ghamlulu minn kollox: ip-
persegwitawh, fittxew li joqtluh, tefghuh il-habs; izda hu minkejja dan
kollu, wasal biex ighid 1i kien lest jitlef lil Kristu biex jirbah ghaliH il-
Lhud hutu. Lil San Pawl kien jisghob bih hafna li 1-Lhud, 1i kienu l-poplu
maghzul ta’ Alla, li kienu l-poplu li Alla ghamel patt mieghu u tahom il-
ligi tieghu u wriehom kif ghandhom igimuh; li 1-Lhud, li Kristu bhala
bniedem kien wiehed minnhom, ma kienux iridu jagharfu lil Kristu bhala
Alla mbierek ghal dejjem. Kien lest San Pawl jaghmel minn kollox, ibati
kollox, basta jirbahhom ghal Kristu. Hemmx imhabba ikbar u isbah minn
din li tissagrifika ruhek ghal min jippersegwitak! Hi l-istess imhabba ta’
Kristu 1i ta hajtu ghalina meta ahna konna ghadna eghdewwa tieghu.

Jalla nitghallmu minn din l-imhabba kif inhobbu l-hutna I-bnedmin 1-
ohra, u l-aktar lil dawk li jaghmlulna d-deni!

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Quddiem it-tigrib kollu 1i minnu ghaddejja 1-Knisja llum, b’qal-
bna qawwija, nersqu quddiem it-tron ta’ Alla nitolbuh jieqaf mal-
Knisja tieghu u jehlisha mit-tigrib tal-hziena.

Ieqaf, Mulej, mal-Knisja tieghek, fit-tahbit kollu li minnu
ghaddejja fiz-zminiijet tal-lum u waqqaf l-irwiefen tal-hazen li
geghdin ihedduha.

Sejjah ghall-verita shiha tieghek, il-poplu li int ghazilt ghalik
biex fih tibga’ bla mittiefsa l-weghda tal-Feddej u li minnek ircieva
1-ligijiet u 1-lturgija tieghu.
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Dawwal il-fehma ta’ dawk kollha li b’mod jew iehor geghdin
ifixklu I-Knisja fil-missjoni taghha ghas-salvazzjoni tad-dinja, biex
ibiddlu 1-imgieba taghhom.

. Aghtina l-grazzja li neghilbu t-tigrib u t-tahbit kollu Ii mieghu
mltaqghu f’din il-hajja, b’eghmil ta’ sabar moghdrija, hniena, u fuq
kollox imhabba.

Mulej Alla li tista’ kollox thalli qatt jaqtghalna qalbna t-tigrib
kollu li jista’ jigi fugna u fuq il-Knisja tieghek, imma qawwi fina 1-
fidi taghna u kun dejjem maghna fit-tigrib kollu taghna biex teh-
lisna minnu, meta jkun il-waqt. Int li tghix u ssaltan ghal dejjem
ta’ dejjem.

15 ta’ Awissu
SANTA MARIJA

Nifirhu fil-Mulej

Ml-Knisja llum gieghda tistedinna biex nifirhu fil-Mulej ahna u nic-
celebraw il-jum sabih li fih il-Mulej ghogbu jtella’ lill-Vergni Marija fis-
sema bir-ruh u l-gisem, wara li temmet il-missjoni taghha f’din id-dinja
li tkun dik 1i permezz taghha 1-Iben ta’ Alla jiehu gisem bhal taghna bil-
gawwa ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu ha jpatti ghall-htijiet taghna u jerga’ jhabbib-
na ma’ Alla, u li tkun dik li tiegaf mal-Knisja fil-bidu taghha bit-talb 1i bih
issiehbet ma’ l-Appostli huma wu jibdew jinxterdu mad-dinja jhabbru I-
Bxara t-tajba tas-salvazzjoni.

Nifirhu mal-Knisja llum ghaliex f"Marija ahna naraw dak li nixtiequ
u nittamaw li ghad inkunu meta ghalina tghaddi s-sura ta’ din id-dinja u
nkunu ma’ Alla ghal dejjem fis-saltna tas-smewwiet. Dan ghaliex dik ir-
rebha fuq il-mewt 1i kiseb il-Mulej Gesu bil-mewt tieghu fuq is-salib biex
nehhielha n-niggieza taghha, ghad issehh fina meta 1- -gisem imsejken tagh-
na jara n-nuqqas ta’ tahsir, u l-gisem taghna li jmut jilbes l-immortalita,
meta jsehh il-gahmien mill-imwiet fit-tmiem ta’ kollox, ‘kif ga sehh f
Marija. Gisimha ma rax it-tahsir tal-qabal; il-mewt taghha kienet ragda
helwa; hi ghalget ghajnejha ghal din id-dinja biex tiftaghhom ghall-hena
ta’ dejjem, ghaliex hi kienet 1-Omm ta’ Alla, u ghaliex Omm Alla giet
mehlusa sa mill-ewwel mument fit-tnissil taghha minn kull tebgha ta’ dnub.
Langas ghall-mument wiehed biss ma kienet qatt taht is-setgha tax-xitan,
ghalhekk kien jixraq li I-mewt li dahlet mad-dnub fid-dinja ma turix ebda
setgha fugha xb1111 gisimha jara t-tafsir tal-qabar Fiha sehh m1nnuf1h dak
li ghad irid isehh fina lkoll fit-tmiem ta’ kollox, meta Kristu jerga’ jigi
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biex dawk kollha li huma tieghu jqumu mieghu, b’gisem nieqes mit-tahsir,
biex isaltnhu mieghu ghal dejjem.

Min hi Marija: Arka tal-Patt il-gdid

Il-Vergni Marija, imtella’ s-sema, bir-ruh u I-gisem, tidhrilna llum bha-
la l-Mara l-gdida, liebsa bix-xemx, u bil-gamar taht riglejha, u b’kuruna
ta’ tnax-il kewkba ma’ rasha; I-Arka tal-Patt il-gdid; 1-Omm l-aktar gha-
ziza taghna; xbieha tal-Poplu 1-gdid ta’ Alla, l-agwa frott tal-Fidwa li Kiseb
Binha Gesli ghalina. 4

Imnissla minghajr tebgha tad-dnub tan-nisel, mimlija bil-grazzja sa
mill-ewwel mument tal-hajja taghha fid-dinja, kienet ghamara xierqa biex
fiha 1-Iben ta’ Alla jsir bniedem bhalna; permezz taghha Alla nizel igham-
mar fostna, fid-dinja, u sar bniedem bhalna. Jekk Alla kien prezenti f'nofs
il-poplu tieghu tal-Patt il-qadim permezz ta’ 1-Arka tal-Patt 1i fiha Mose’
kien qieghed it-twavel tal-ligi, xhieda tal-imhabba ta’ Alla ghall-poplu 1i
ghazel ghalih, kemm aktar Alla kien prezenti fostna meta 1-Tben il-wah-
dieni tieghu, Alla veru minn Alla veru, nizel fil-guf safi tal-Vergni Marija
biex ikun bniedem bhalna? Hu ghalhekk li 1-Knisja lill-Vergni Marija ssel-
Imilha I-Arka tal-Patt il-gdid u ta’ dejjem.

Il-Mara gdida

Tul hajjitha fid-dinja 1-Vergni Marija wriet ruhha bhala l-mara 1-gdi-
da, dejjem hergana ghall-gid materjali u spiritwali ta' l-ohrajn: lagghet bil-
herga kollha r-rieda tal-Missier meta 1-Anglu habbrilha li kellha tkun Omm
Alla; kollha hergana marret thaffef lejn 1-gholjiet biex tghin 1il qaribtha
Elisabetta 1i kienet se ssir omm fi xjuhitha; bil-prudenza kollha dahlet
ghaz-zewg gharajjes ta’ Kana biex ma jinfixlux ghax nagsilhom l-inbid fil-
festa tat-tieg taghhom; hdejn is-Salib lagghet bil-herqa l-ahhar xewqat ta’
Binha hija u ggarrab f’qalbha l-passjoni kiefra li hu kien gieghed igarrab
f’gismu ghalina; fi¢c-Cenaklu ssiehbet ma’ 1-Appostli tal-Mulej, fit-talb
taghhom, huma u jistennew il-migja ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu gabel jitilqu jxan-
dru l-Bxara t-tajba fid-dinja kollha. F’din il-herqa taghha 1-Vergni Marija
hija x-xbieha tal-Knisja Ommna, kollha herqa ghs-salvazzjoni taghna.

Xbieha tal-Knisja

Fil-Vergni Marija 1-Knisja fid-dinja tara x-xbieha taghha, ghax bhal
Marija 1-Knisja thabrek fid-dinja biex taghmel ir-rieda ta’ Alla, u mal-
Vergni Marija ttenni bla heda: “Ara jiena l-qaddejja tal-Mulej, ha jkun
minni skond kelmtek”,

Bhal Marija tilga’ t-tigrib kollu li jigi fugha u fis-skiet u l-gabra tah-
seb u tghozz f’qalbha dak kollu li tara ged jigri madwarha, ghax taf li
xejn ma jsir jekk Alla ma jridux jew ma jippermettihx, u mid-deni kollu
li joholqu s-setghat tal-hazen, jaghraf johrog gid kotran.

Bhal Marija 1-Knisja hi kollha herga ghal kull min hu fil-bzonn u tie-
hu hsieb u tfarrag lil kull min mgarrab mill-hemm, u l-hazen tad-dinja u
tqawwilu qalbu bhil-weghda ta’ hajja ahjar u bl-assigurazzjoni 1i t-tbati-
jiet ta’ issa huma mezz ta’ fidwa u ta’ qdusija, tbatijiet li ma huma xejn
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hdejn l-hena bla gies i hemm tistenna lil dawk li fit-tbatijiet taghhom
jaraw ghajn ta’ salvazzjoni ghal kulhadd — haga lin-nies tad-dinja ma
jithmux u jixlu 1-Knisja li trid tqarrag bil-bnedmin u ggieghelhom jinsew
l-ingustizzji li kemm-il darba huma l-bidu ta’ tant tbatija fid-dinja.

Bhal Marija, il-Knisja hi 1-Omm taghna lkoll, permezz tal-Maghmudija
u l-Ewkaristija 1i hargu mal-ilma u d-demm mill-genb minfud ta’ Kristu
fuq is-salib — bil-Maghmudija li biha 1-Knisja taghti wlied godda lil Alla
u bl-Ewkaristija 1i taghtihom I-ghajxien taghhom bhala wilied Alla, ikel
li jwettaghom, ghall-hajja ta’ dejjem.

* Bhal Marija, il-Knisja qatt ma tieqaf titlob ghalina u ssieheb it-talb
taghna ma’ dak ta’ Gesu li fis-sema hu dejjem haj biex jidhol ghalina u
nmiaghha tinghaqad il-Vergni Marija bl-intercessjoni taghha ghalina itturuf-
nati wlied Eva.

Eva l-gdida, -Omm tal-hajjin kollha fi Kristu

Marija, xbieha tal-Knisja li harget mill-genb minfud ta’ Gesu ma’ I-
ilma u d-demm li jfissru I-Maghmudija u l1-Ewkaristija, kif l-ewwel Eva har-
get mill-kustat ta’ Adam, Marija, 1-Eva 1-gdida, il-vera Omm tal-hajjin kol-
lha, insibuha dejjem ma’ Kristu u mal-Knisja: kienet ma’ Binha 'Gest tul
iz-zmien kollu 1i fih Hu fid-dinja temm il-fidwa taghna; hi mal-Knisja hija
u tfakkar uw gedded il-misteru tal-Fidwa fic-celebrazzjoni tal-misteri
gaddisa.

Marija nsibuha hdejn il-fonti tal-Maghmudija fejn jitwieldu ghall-
fidi u fl-Ispirtu s-Santu l-ulied kollha ta’ Alla, ghaliex Marija, bil-fidi tagh-
ha u bil-qawwa ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu nislet fil-guf safi taghha lil Kristu, ir-
Ras tal-Knisja.

Lil Marija nsibuha hdejn l-altar, huwa u jiggedded is-sagrificcju tal-
Kalvarju, ghax hi kienet hdejn is-Salib, bir-rieda taghha haga wahda ma’
dik tal-Missier biex isehh il-pjan tas-salvazzjoani td-dinja bil-mewt kiefra
ta’ binha msallab.

Marija hija qrib dawk kollha li bit-tqeghid ta’ 1-idejn u d-dilka mgad-
dsa jircievu s-sigill tad-don ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu, ghax hi kienet ma’ 1-Ap-
postli fic-Cenaklu msiehba maghhom fit-talb huma wu jistennew il-migja
ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu.

Marija hi maghna tul hajjitna kollha, bhala membri tal-Knisja ta’
Binha, biex bhala Omm l-aktar hanina, tmexxina lejn Binha Gesu, u tidhol
ghalina fil-htigijiet kollha taghha kif ghamlet ma’ l-gharajjes ta’ Kana.
Nuruha ghalhekk l-imhabba kollha taghna llum f’din il-festa taghha, u
dejjem, billi nkunu nixbhuha fir-rabta tar-rieda taghha mar-rieda ta’ Alla,
fis-skiet u l-gabra ta’ hajjitha kollha, fil-herga taghha ghall-htigijiet ta’ 1-
ohrajn. Huwa l-ishah rigal 1i nistghu naghtuha fil-festa ta’ din 1-Omm gha-
ziza taghna li missirijietna dejjem fdaw ruhhom ghall-harsien taghha fi
htigijiethom u gatt ma nagsithom, kif gatt ma hi sejra tonqosna fil-hti-
gijiet taghna jekk ahna tassew inhobbuha, billi nhobbu lil Binha Gesit
kif ghandna verament inhobbuh.

' TALBA TAL-FIDILI mil-Lezzjonarju tal-Qaddisin p. 766.
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L-20 Hadd tas-sena

IS-SEJHA TAL-LHUD U TAL-GNUS

Kliem iebes

Il-grajja ta’ I-Evangelju tal-lum forsi narawha ftit iebsa u kliem
Geslu lill-mara Kanghanija jghaggibna ghax, fil-fehma taghna,
Gesu mhux soltu jitkellem kif tkellem, mhux soltu ji¢chad l-ghajnu-
na lil min jitlobhielu. U 1-mara Kanghanija kienet qieghda titolbu
l-ghajnuna ghal bintha, biex il-Mulej jehlisha mix-xitan 1i kien
jaghdirha hafna. Izda Gesu, ghat-talba tal-Kanghanija, wiegeb:
“Mhux sewwa tiehu l-hobz ta’ l-ulied u taghtih lill-griewi”. U dan
qalu wara li 1-Appostli, imdejqgin mill-insistenza tal-mara, kienu tal-
buh biex jikkuntentaha ha jehilsu minnha, u hu ocalilhom: ‘“Ma
gejtx mikghut hlief ghan-nghag 1i ntilfu tad-dar ta’ Israel”. Kien
gisu jrid ighid li 1-missjoni tieghu fid-dinja kienet ghas-salvazzjoni
tal-Lhud biss w mhux ghall-gnus kollha ta’ l-art.

Izda nkunu naghmlu hazin jekk il-grajja ta ’l-Evangelju tal-
lum nifhmuha b’dan il-mod, ghaliex Kristu gie ghas-salvazzjoni tal-
bnedmin kollha tad-dinja, ghal dawk kollha li jersqu lejh b’fidi haj-
ja bhal dik tal-Kanghanija ta’ 1-Evangelju tal-lum. ’

Kif kellha tithabbar il-Bxara t-Tajba

Il-grajja ta’ 1-Evangelju tal-lum, u l-imgiba kollha ta’ Gesu tul
it-tliet snin li fihom Kkien jiggerra mat-trigat ta’ 1-Art Imgaddsa
jxandar il-Bxara t-Tajba tas-salvazzjoni, jurtina b’liema mod din
il-Bxara kellha tithabbar lid-dinja kollha.

It-thbbira kellha tibda minn Gerusalem u tinxtered fil-Lhudija
kollha u fis-Samarija u tibga’ sejra sa truf l-art koliha. Dan kien I-
ordni ta’ Gesu lill-Appostli qabel tela’ s-sema, u hekk imxew 1-Ap-
postli huma u jagdu l-missjoni li fdalhom il-Mulej; hekk ghamel
San Pawl fil-vjaggi missjunarji tieghu minn kull fejn ghadda — 1-
ewwel thabbira tal-Bxara t-Tajba saret lil-Lhud u mbaghad lill-pa-
gani wkoll li lagghuha b’ferh kbir. Hekk ried Alla fil-provvidenza
tieghu.

L-ghazla tal-Lhud

Il-poplu Lhudi kien il-poplu li Alla ghazel ghalih fi 2Zzmien il-
Paitt il-Qadim: ma’ dan il-poplu Alla ghamel il-Patt tieghu, lilu tah
il-ligijiet tieghu u l-precetti tieghu, lilu wrieh b’liema mod kellu
jaghtih il-gima 1li kien jistenna, minkejja li kien poplu ta’ ras iebsa
u kemm-il darba kiser il-Patt ta’ Alla. Alla kien ghazlu 1-poplu
Lhudi biex ikun il-poplu tieghu halli fih iZomm bla mittiefsa 1-
weghda ta’ Feddej, weghda li kien ghamel lill-bniedem wara d-dnub
li fih kien waga’; u din il-weghda zammha bla mittiefsa fi hdan
dan il-poplu ta’ ras iebsa permezz tal-profeti li hu kien jibghat tul
iz-zminijiet biex ifakkar lil dan il-poplu li kien Alla taghhom u hu-
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ma kienu l-poplu tieghu, u minkejja l-ebusija ta’ rashom u I-infe-
deltajiet taghhom Alla ma kienx sejjer iwarrabhom gatt minnu,
kien se jibga’ jhobbhom.

Kien ghalhekk li Alla ried li Ibnu bhala bniedem ikun wiehed
minn dan il-poplu, biex dan il-poplu jkun l-ewwel wiehed 1i jilga’ 1-
Bxara t-tajba tas-salvazzjoni mhabbra lilu mill-profeti tal-gedem.
Izda meta 1-Bxara t-tajba thabbritlu dan il-poplu ghalaq widnejn
ghaliha u lil Gesu galulu 1i kien jidghi ghax habbrilhom 1i hu kien 1-
lben ta’ Alla, ¢cahduh quddiem Ponzju Pilatu u gaghluh isallbu. U
Idana kollu, wara li gam mill-imwiet Gesu ried-li 1-Bxara t-tajba
tithabbar 1-ewwel lil dan il-poplu. Izda kien kollu ghalxejn: il-poplu
Lhudi ried jibga’ fil-ghamad, u sab ruhu mwarrab mill-pagani 1li
lagghu bil-ferh il-Bxara t-tajba tas-salvazzjoni malli thabbritilhom,
u sehh dak 1i habbar il-profeta Isaija fl-ewwel gari tal-lum. “Ulied
il-frustier”, il-barranin, il-pagani, dawk li ma kienux mill-gens tal-
Lhud, intrabtu 1i jagdu 1-Mulej u jhobbu l-isem imgaddes tieghu u
jharsu l-jum tieghu u ghalhekk gew milqughin fid-dar tieghu u fit-
tempju mgaddes tieghu li sar dar tat-talb ghall-popli kollha ta’
1-art.

Is-sejha tal-pagani

Dan sehh tul iz-zmienijiet u ghadu jsehh sal-lum u jibaa’ jsehh
fiz-zminijiet kollha 1li gejjin, ghaliex il-Bxara t-tajba tas-salvaz-
zjoni I-Knisja ma tieqaf gatt thabbarha lill-gnus kollha ta’ 1-art u tis-
tedinhom ihaddnu t-taghlim ta’ Kristu fil-verita shiha tieghu. U 1-
eghgubijiet 1i sehhu fil-bidu tax-xandir tal-Kelma ta’ Alla lill-gnus,
ghadhom isehhu sal-lum; sal-lum ix-xhieda 1li jaghtu dawk li huma
ta’ Kristu bis-sagrifi¢e¢ji 1i huma jgarrbu ghalih biex jibgghu fidili
lejh minkejja t-tfixkil kollu li jiltagghu mieghu, twettaa il-hidma
tax-xandir tal-Kelma; u l-kotra ta’ dawk 1li mad-dinja kollha jistqar-
ru li Gesu hu 1-Mulej ghax huwa gam mill-imwiet, dejjem aktar tik-
ber, u dejjem aktar issehh il-verita ta’ dak li habbar il-profeta 1i
minn tlugh ix-xemx sa nzulha, minn tarf ghall-iehor tad-dinja,
f’kull hin titla’ quddiem Alla 1-offerta ta’ sagrific¢ju wahdieni li of-
fra lMulej fuq is-salib, darba ghal dejjem ghas- salvazzjoni tad-

ta’ Kristu, fl-eghrejjex fgar fejn 11 knls]a ghadha gieghda taghmel
1-ewwel passi taghhia, jew f'xi kamra fil-mohbi f’”dawk il-postijiet
fejn mhux permess angas li jissemma’ isem il-Mulej, kuljum titla’ 1-
offerta tas-sagrifi¢eju tal-Quddiesa 1li fiha jissiehbu gnus minn kull
poplu u nazzjon, minn kull gens u kull ilsien.

L-imgiba taghna llum

Bir-ragun kollu llum wara 1i smajna t-thabbira tal-profeta fl-
ewwel gari ghidna: “Ifahhruk il-popli kollha o Alla.” Izda minnufih
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il-Knisja: twissina nitolbu ’l-Alla biex ihenn ghalina u jberikna. Dan
ghaliex illum il-kotra I-kbira tal-gnus li ilhom mijiet tas-snin 1
haddnu 1-Evangelju ta’ Kristu ged jaghmlu bhalma ghamlu 1-Lhud
fi zmien Gesu: geghdin iwebbsu rashom ma’ Alla u ma jaghtux wi-
den ghall-Kelma. ta’ Kristu u flokhom dehlin gnus u popli godda 1i
geghdin ighixu 1-fidi nisranija bil-hegga ta’ l1-ewwel insara.

Anhna wkoll. geghdin inhally tmut minn fostna l-hegga ta’ hajja
nisranija 1i writna minghand missirijietna; geghdin inhallu 1-ma-
terjalizmu tal -hajja tal-lum imewwet fina l-ispirtu nisrani; qeghdin
infittxu aktar dak li jagblilna milli dak li joghgob lil Alla. Jalla 1-
Mulej jibga’ jzomm il-harsa tieghu fuqna u ma jdawwarx wi¢¢u min-
na biex inkomplu nagharfu trigatu tul il-hajja taghna f’din id-din-
ja. Ha jhenn ghalina; Kkif henn ghalina fil-bidu tax-xandir ta’ 1-
Evangelju meta baghat fostna 1-Appostlu tieghu biex ihabbrilna s-
salvazzjoni. Alla tana don kbir meta sejjhilna permezz ta’ San Pawl
biex inkunu 1-poplu tieghu, u Alla, ighidilna San Pawl ma jerga’ gatt
lura mid-doni u s-sejhat tieghu. Jalla nkomplu nsibu l-hniena ta’
Alla llum u fil-gejjieni kif sibna fl-imghoddi, u fl-istess hin niftak-
ru wkoll f’”dawk 1i- Alla, wera hniena maghhom u sejhilhom biex jer-
geghu jsibu t-trig li minnha tbeghdu.

It-talba taghna lum

~ Fikliem iehor, mal-Knisja kollha, nitolbu llum ghall-gnus koll-
ha ta’ 1-Ewropa tal-lvant u tal-punent 1i jafu kull ma ghandhom
sabih uita’ gieh wirtuh imdawwal mill-Evangelju ta’ Kristu, biex ma
jichdu qatt il-wirt misrani li huwa 1-qofol tac¢-¢ivilta taghhom 1i hu-
ma wasslu lill-gnus kollha 1-ohra tad-dinja; nitolbu ghall-gnus god-
da h llum qeghdln ]1stqzarru 1i Kristu hu 1 Mule] biex iwasslu 1-Bxa-

ho_m u nltolbu f1- ahharnett ukoll ghal dak il-poplu li, ghax ried hu,
minhabba d-dizubbidjenza u r-ras iebsa tieghu, jinsab imwarrab. It-
twarrib ntalépoplu Lhudi mit-triq ta’ 1-Evangelju ta’ Kristu gab is-
sliem  lill-bgija tad-dinja, ghax meéta 1-Lhud twarrbu minn Kristu,
lagghuh il-gnus pagani. Jekk it-twarrib tal-Lhud, ighidilna San
Pawl, kien ta’ sliem ghad-dinja, kemm aktdr ikun ta’ sliem ghal
kulhadd l-ilqugh taghhom fil-Knisja ta’ Kristu; ghax xi darba, Alla
jaf meta, 1-Lhud ukoll ghad jagharfu ’1 Kristu, u dan l-gharfien
taghhom ta’ Kristu jkun kotra ta’ barka ghal kulhadd. U dan zgur
ghad isenh, ighidilna San Pawl, ghax huma kienu 1-poplu ta’ Alla,
u la darba kienu l-poplu tieghu, Alla mhux se jichadhom, ghad jer-
gghu jkunu l-poplu tieghu, ghad jaghmlu sehem mill-poplu gdid
tieghu tal-Patt il-gdid. Minna jiddependi kemm idum ma jasal dan
iz-zmien, meta jasal iz-zmien 1i fih Alla juri maghhom ukoll il-hnie-
na li wera maghna, biex fuq l-gholja mqgaddsa tal-Mulej jitilghu 1-
popli kollha jbierku isem il-Mulej u Jfahhru 1-kobor u l-hniena tie-
ghu.
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TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Migburin illum f’dar il-Mulej biex mal-popli kollha ta’ I-art in-
fahhru lil Alla ghall-hniena u t-tjieba tieghu nitolbuh iberikna u
jzommna dejjem fl-imhabba tieghu. .

Ieqaf, Mulej, mal-Knisja tieghek fil-hidma taghha biex twassal
il-Bxara t-tajba tas-salvazzjoni sa truf l-art kollha. :

Thalli qatt il-gnus 1i ghal mijiet ta’ snin ghozzew [-Evangelju
tieghek, jichdu I-wirt nisranija li hallewlhom missirijiethom, imgar-
rqin mill-frughat u I-materjalizmu tad-dinja tal-lum.

Wettaq fil-fidi 1-gnus godda li b’tant herqa llum geghdin jil-
gghu 1-Bxara t-tajba tas-salvazzjoni li gieghda twasslilhom il-Knisja
tieghek, biex fihom tara 1-gejjieni taghha.

Hu hsieb il-gens il kien il-poplu ghaziz tieghek fi zmien il- -
Patt il-Qadim u wasslu ghall-verita shiha biex fi Kristu jara 1-Mes-
sija mistenni minnu.

Zommna shah fil-fidi nisranija 1i habbrilna San Pawl missierna
biex nghadduha bla mittiefsa lil uliedna u 1l ulied uliedna halli paj-
jizna jibqa’ dejjem pajjiz nisrani.

Mulej Alla 1i tista’ kollox, int qatt ma thalli wahedha 1-Knisja
tieghek: razzan il-qilla tas-setghat ta’ 1-infern i bla heda jhedduha,
biex tohrog hielsa minn kull tigrib u mnaddfa minn kull tingis tal-
hazen, Bi Kristu Sidna.

11-21 Hadd tas-sena

IS-SETGHA TAL-PAPA U TA’ L-ISQFIJIET

“Inti Pietru, u fuq din il-blata jiena nibnil-Knisja tieghi, u s-set-
ghat ta’ l-infern ma jeghelbuhiex. Jiena naghtik l-imfietah tas-Sal-
tna tas-smewwiet, u kull ma torbot fuq l-art ikun marbut fis-smew-
wiet u kull ma tholl fug l-art ikun mahlul fis-smewwiet.”

F’dan il-kliem tal-Mulej 1il San Pietru, il-Knisja, tul iz-zminijiet,
dejjem rat it-thabbira tas-setgha 1i San Pletru u s-sucécessur tieghu
l-papiet ghandhom fil-Knisja. Ghalhekk jixraq li llum nimmeditaw
sewwa fughom biex nifhmu dejjem ahjar X’inhi s-setgha 1i 1-Mulej
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ried jafda lil San Pietru u lis-suc¢c¢essuri tieghu, halli naraw im-
baghad x’inhuma d-dmirijiet ‘taghna lejn il-Papa.

U l-ewwel mistogsijiet 1i naghmiu fuq dan il-kliem tal-Mulej hu-
ma dawn: “Ghaliex dan il-kliem il-Mulej galu lil San Pietru, wu
mhux lill-Appostli 1-ohra? X’kienet 1-okkazjoni li waslet 1il Gest biex
lghld dan il-kliem 1il San Pietru? . , : s

X’Klenu jahsbu n-nies fuq Gesu’? : : et

Hafna kienu l-fehmiet tan-nies dwar Gest: min kien : jahsbu
San Gwann Battista 1i rega’ deher wara li Erodi kien gataghlu rasu:
il-predikazzjoni ta’ San Gwann Battista kienet halliet impressjoni
kbira fost in-nies li kienu jmorru bil-folol jisimghuh jippriedka grib
ix'—xmara! Gordan u jghammed in-nies b’sinjal ta’ ndiema ha jhej-
ju ruhhom ghall-migja tal-Messija 1li kienu ged jistennew b’herga
kbira ha.jehlishom mill-madmad tar-Rumani; kienu jgisuh profeta
kbir u ghalhekk ma kinux se jarawha haga Kkbira li jerga’ jidher
fosthom ikompli I-missjoni tieghu. Ohrajn kienu jghidu li Gesu kien
il-profeta Elija: dan kien gie mehud fis-sema, f’karru tan-nar u fost
il-poplu kien imxerred gmielu l1-hsieb, imwettaq mill-kelma. tal-pro-
feti, 1i Elija kellu.jerga’ jigi fl-ahhar taz-zminijiet biex iregga’ lura
qlub I-ulied Israel ghall-fedelta lejn Alla. Ohrajn imbaghad kienu
jahsbu lil Gest xi wiehed mill-profeti kbar ta’ l-imghoddi li rega’
deher fosthom biex igawwilhom galbhom fit-tigrib 1i kienu jinsabu
fih, minhabba Ii 1-barrani kien jahkem fanthom. Dawn il-fehmiet
kollha Kkienu juru li n-nies 1il Gesu kienu jahsbuh kxi profeta kbir,
izda qatt ma waslu biex jagharfuh min kien verament, ma waslux
biex jifhmu li kien il-Messija mwieghed, 1i kien Iben Alla 1-haj.

L-istqarrija ta’ S. Pietru

Geslu kien: jaf x’jahsbu fuqu n-nies, imma ried jaf ukoll kemm
kienu gharfuh id-dixxipli tieghu, dawk 1li hu kien sejjah biex ihallu
kollox uw jmorru warajh. Kienu rawh jaghmel sinjali u eghgubijiet,
semghu 1-kelma tieghu, fissrilnom it-taghlim tieghu li hu kien ixan-
dar lin-nies permezz tal-parabboli: setghu ghalhekk ikunu jafuh
wisq aktar mill-bgija tan-nies. * Ghalhekk stagsiehom: “Intom min
tahsbu 1i jien?” Wiegeb San Pietru ghal kulhadd, u gal: “Inti 1-Mes-
sija, Iben Alla 1-haj.” San Pietru, flisem 1-Appostli, kollha stqarr il-
fidi tieghu f’Gesu. Stgarrija bhal dik San Pietru ma setax jaghmil-
ha b111 hila tieghu biss, bid-dehen kollu tieghu, minkejja dak kollu
1i ra. u sama’ minghand Gesll. “Mhux bniedem tad-demm u l-laham
uriek dan”, qallu Gesu. Kien Alla 1-Missier 1i ta lil San Pietru l-graz-
- zja tal-fidi biex jistgarr min kien verament Gesu: “Missieri 1i hu fis-
smewwiet uriek min jien”, kompla jghidlu Gesu. :

Il-grazzja li San Pietru réieva minghand Alla biex jistqarr il-fidi
tieghu fi Kristu, fisem 1-Appostli 1-ohra, kienet ukoll sinjal 1i Alla
lilu kien ghazel fost 1-Appostli biex ikun l-ewwel wiehed fosthom,
biex ikun dak li Jwerttaq 1il hutu fil-fidi 1i stqarr f’ 1s1mhom, kif hab-
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barlu Gesu waqt 1-Ahhar Ikla gabel bata u miet ghalina. Dak in-nhar
Gesu habbar lil San Pietru li kellu jichdu tliet darbiet, imma gallu
wkoll li meta jerga’ lura ghas-sewwa, ghandu jwettaq lil hutu. Im-
baghad wara li gam mill-imwiet, Gesu, lil San Pietru, wara 1i stiednu
ipatti ghac-cahdiet tieghu billi ghal tliet darbiet jistgarr 1-imhabba
tieghu ghall-Mulej, tah is-setgha li jwettaq lil hutu, billi qallu:
“Irgha 1-hrief tieghi, irgha n-nghag tieghi.” U hekk sehhet fl-ahhar
il-weghda li Gesu kien ghamillu wara l-istqarrija fl-inhawi ta’ Ge-
sarija ta’ Filippu: “Jiena naghtik l-imfietah tas-Saltna tas-smew-
wiet.”

L-imfietah tas-Saltna ,

X’ifisser sewwa dan il-kliem naraw mill-ewwel qari tal-lum,
dwar il-grajja ta’ Sebna u Eljagim bin Hilkija. Is-sultan ta’ Guda
warrab lil Sebna u fl-uffi¢¢ju tieghu dahhal 1lil Eljagim. X’kien dan
l1-ufficéju li minnu gie mwarrab Sebna? X’setghat kien igib mieghu?
Il-profeta jghidilna 1i kellu l-muftieh tad-dar ta’ David, jiftah u
hadd ma jaghlag, jaghlag u hadd ma jiftah, jigifieri setgha shiha
fuq is-saltna kollha ta’ David, 1-istess setgha tas-sultan. Ghalhekk
meta Gesu lil San Pietru qallu li jaghtih l-imfietah ttas-saltna tas-
smewwiet, ried jaghtih setgha shiha fil-Knisja; hu se jkun il-peda-
ment — il-blata. soda — li fugu se tkun mibnija 1-Knisja; hu se
iwettaq fil-fidi 1il hutu kollha, f’dik il-fidi fi Kristu 1i huwa stgarr
imnebbah mill-Missier. U 1-fidi tieghu, 1-fd tal-Knisja mibnija fug
il-blata ta’ Pietru, ma tigi niegsa gatt ghax is-setghat ta’ l-infern
ma jeghelbuhiex, ghaliex Gesu jkun mieghu sa l-ahhar taz-zmien,
jigifieri jkun mieghu u mas-sucécessuri tieghu, il-Papiet sa l-ahhar
taz-zmien.

Gesll, meta gam mill-imwiet u deher lill-Appostli fi¢-Cenaklu,
galilhom ukoll 1i dak 1i jorbtu fug l-art, ikun marbut fis-smewwiet,
u dak li jhollu fug l-art ikun mahlul fis-smewwiet, imma dan il-
kliem Gesu galu lill-Appostli flimkien ma’ San Pietru; u dan il-kliem
huwa minnu tul iz-zminijiet kollha, u ghalhekk jghodd ghall-isqfi-
jiet, is-successuri ta’ 1-Appostli, 1i f’xirka wahda mas-successur ta’
San Pietru, 1-Ispirtu s-Santu ghamilhom ghassiesa biex jirghu 1-
Knisja ta’ Alla.

Is-setgha tal-Papa u ta’ l-isqfijiet

I1-kliem ta’ Gesu lill San Pietru jfisser ghalhekk li 1-Papa u 1-is-
gfiijet maghqudin mieghu fl-istqarrija ta’ fidi wahda, ghandhom
is-setgha minghand Alla jirghu 1-Knisja tieghu, jigifieri l-komunita
kollha ta’ dawk 1i jemmnu fi Kristu, l-imghammdin kollha. Jirghuha
jigifieri jmexxuha mill-widien mudlama tad-dinja ghall-merghat
ta’ dejjem billi jhejju mejda ghaliha. Il-mejda hija 1-mejda tal-Kel-
ma ta’ Alla u l-mejda ta’ 1-Ewkaristija. Il-Papa u 1-isqfijiet, flimkien
mas-sacerdoti 1i jghinuhom fil-hidma taghhom ta’ raghajja ta’ 1-
erwieh, biss ghand is-setgha jfissru 1-Kelma ta’ Alla, kif huma biss
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ghandhom is-setgha jiccelebraw l-Ewkaristija; huma biss ghalhekk
jistghu jghidulna xX’inhu t-tajjeb li ghandna maghmlu u xX’inhuy 1-
hazin li ghandna mevitaw jekk irridu nsalvaw ruhna. Ghalhekk jekk
ahna rridu nkunu verament membri tal-Knisja ta’ Kristu, ghandna
dejjem nilgghu l-kelma tal-Papa u ta’ l-isqfijiet mhux bhala kelma
ta’ bnedmin, imma bhala l-kelma ta’ Alla kif tassew hi. Xi kull tant
nistghu narawha iebsa hafna ghalina, xi kull tant nahsbu li tmur
kontra l-interessi taghna, il-fehmiet taghna, xi kull tant titlob min-
na ni¢cahhdu minn dak li hu ghaziz ghalina. Imma din hi r-rieda
ta’ Alla — hekk ried 1li titmexxa 1-Knisja tieghu fid-dinja.

Min jista’ jifhem it-trigat ta’ Alla, qalilna San Pawl fit-tieni
qgari tal-lum. Min jista’ jgharbel il-gudizzji tieghu? Matul iz-zmini-
jlet kien hemm hafna li fil-kburija taghhom, dehrilnom 1i setghu
jmexxu 1-Knisja ahjar mill-Papa u mill-isafijiet, u riedu jmexxu hu-
ma 1-Knisja skond il-fehmiet taghhom biex tkun aktar tagbel ma’
I-Evangelju ta’ Kristu. Izda xi gralhom? Sabu ruhhom barra mill-
Knisja, ghaliex insew 1i fil-Knisja kollox gej minn Alla, kollox per-
mezz tieghu, kollox ghalih. Alla, bl-ghana ta’ 1-gherf u l-ghagal tie-
ghu, imexxi 1-Knisja tieghu, u ma jhalli gatt 1i t-taghlim li xxan-
dar ikun mittiefes u ma, jkunx jagbel mal-verita tieghu, minkejja
n-nuggasijiet u d-difetti kollha taghna. Ghalhekk gatt ma, ghandha
tongosna 1-fiduc¢ja fil-Papa u l-isqfijiet: ghandna mnogoghdu dejjem
ghal dak 1li jghidulna, ghax huma biss jistghu juruna t-trig li twas-
sal ghall-hajja ta’ dejjem.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Maghqudin f’xirka wahda ta’ mhabba mal- Kniéja kollha, nitol-
bu ’l Alla llum il-grazzja li nibgghu dejjem fil-Knisja tleghu fl-

ghaqda tal-Missier, u 1-Iben u I-Ispirtu s-Santu.

Zomm fi Spirtu wiehed ir-rabta tas-sliem fi idan il-poplu 1i int
ghazilt ghalik, huwa jistqarr il-fidi wahda tieghu.

Wassal lil dawk kollha 1i jistqarru li Kristu Ibnek hu 1-Mulej
ghall-ghaqda shiha bejniethom biex ilkoll ikunu haga wahda fik.

Aghmel li 1-Knisja tieghek tidher quddiem id-dinja fil-gmiel u
s-sebh kollu taghha, hielsa minn kull theddid tas-setghat ta’ 1-in-
fern.

Wettaqna fil-fedelta lejn il-Papa u l-isqfijiet taghna, ahna u nil-
gghu 1-kelma taghhom mhux bhala kelma ta’ bniedem, imma bhala
lI-kelma tieghek, kif tassew hi.
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Mulej Alla li tista’ kollox, int bnejt il-Knisja tieghek fuq peda-
ment sod, u weghdtha li s-setghat ta’ I-infern ma jeghelbuhiex: oh-
rogha dejjem rebbieha fuq il-qgilla ta’ l-ghadu ta’ ruhna biex tkun
dejjem sinjal ta’ salvazzjoni ghal kulhadd. Bi Kristu Sidna.

It-22 Hadd tas-sena

IL-MIXI WARA KRISTU

Nies ikkonsagrati lil Alla

Fit-tieni gari tal-lum, San Pawl ghamlilna stedina mhegga biex
noffru lilna nfusna bhala vittmi hajja lil Alla, b’gima spiritwali.
Ghal xiex aqieghed jistedinna San Pawl b’dan il-kliem tieghu?
X’ghandna naghmlu biex nilgghu din l-istedina? Jekk nilqughha,
p’liema mod inkunu naghtu qima spiritwali 1i1 Alla? U x’inhi din il-
gima spiritwali?

San Pawl b’dan kliemu mhuwiex jaghmel hag’ohra hlief ifak-
karna li bil-Maghmiudija ahna gejna ikkonsagrati lil Alla, biex in-
kunu tieghu, u tieghu biss. Fil-Maghmudija taghna ahna ndfinna
ma’ Kristu fil-mewt tieghu biex mieghu ngumu ghall-hajja gdida:
mitna mieghu biex ma nkunux aktar ilsiera tad-dnub, jigifieri mitna
ghad-dnub biex inkunu hajjin ghal Alla fi Kristu Gesu, biex inkunu
wlied Alla, u jkollna 1-helsien ta’ wilied Alla. Fi kliem iehor fil-
Maghmudija ahna sirna xebh ma’ Kristu.

Kif inkunu xebh ma’ Kristu

Issa Kristu offra lilu nnifsu lill-Missier b’sagrificcju ghalina,
biex jiksbilna l-mahfra tad-dnubiet: ha gisem bhal taghna biex ikun
jista’ jmut ghalina; tant habbna li ta hajtu ghalina, minkejja 1i
konna ghadna eghdewwa tieghu minhabba d-dnub. Inkunu ghal-
hekk xebh ma’ Kristu jekk bhalu noffru gisimna b’sagrific¢ju ghall-
ohrajn, imganglin bl-imhabba ghalihom, kif stedinna naghmlu llum
San Pawl. U meta ahna nkunu qgeghdin naghmlu dan inkunu nagh-
tu gima li toghgob 1il Alla,ghaliex tkun qima fl-ispirtu u l-verita, kif
ghandha tkun il-gima li jrid Alla. Dan ghaliex meta ahna noffru
gisimna b’sagrificéju ghall-ohrajn, imaganglin mill-imhabba ghali-
hom, ghaliex huma hutna fi Kristu, inkunu nissiehbu ma’ Gesu fil-
passjoni u l-mewt tieghu fug is-salib. Is-sagrifi¢céju tas-Salib jig-
gedded fil-Quddiesa, u ahina nissienbu f’dan is-sagrificéju ta’ Kristu,
kull darba li niendu sehem haj u attiv fil-Quddiesa; izda t-tishib
taghna fis-sagrific¢ju ta’ Kristu ma jieqafx hawn, inkompluh im-
baghad fil-nhajja taghna ta’ kuljum fid-dinja bl-eghmejjel ta’ mhab-
ba ghal hutna fil-bzonn, eghmejjel 1i naghmlu bi spirtu ta’ sagrific-
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¢ju ghall-imhabba ta’ hutna fil-bzonn 1i fihom naraw ‘il Kristu
stess. :

Ma nimzuxr maz-zejra ta’ din id-dinja

Biex naghmlu dan jehtieg 1i ma nimxyx max-xejra ta’ din id-
dinja; jenhtieg 1i ninbidlu fil-fehmiet taghna u ma nahsbux aktar
bhal ma jahsbu n-nies tad-dinja. Ghaliex? Kif jahsbuha n-nies tad-
dinja? Jahsbuha kif hasibha San Pietru, meta Gesu kellem 1-Appostli
fuq il-Passjoni li kellu jgarrab. Kliem Gesll ma ghogbux lil San Pietru
u gabez u qal: “Allahares, Mulej! ma jkun qatt li dan ighaddi minn
ghalik.” San Pietru tkellem hekk ghax kien ihobbu lil Gestu u ma ri-
dux ibati u jmut, imma kien ged jirraguna bhan-nies tad-dinja, 1i
jibzghu mit-tbatija u jaharbu minnha, u ma jridux min isemmihiel-
hom. Imma Gesi wriena li t-tbatija hija mezz ta’ salvazzjoni — sal-
vana bil-passjoni u l-mewt tieghu fug is-salib. B’dan l-ezempju tie-
ghu hu ghallimna kif ghandna nharsu lejn it-tbatija 1i hawn fid-
dinja, it-tbatija 1li hi parti mill-istess hajja. tal-bniedem fid-dinja.
Mhijiex dejjem kastig tad-dnub; spiss hi don ta’ Alla biex isehibna
mal-Passjoni ta’ Ibnu ha ntemmu f'gisimna dak li jongos minnha
ghall-Gisem tieghu li hu I-Knisja.

L-istedina li ghamlilna San Pawl biex noffru gisimna bhala vit-
tma hajja 1li toghgob lil Alla b’gima spiritwali, jtennihielna Gesu
stess meta jistedinna mnicéhdu lilna nfusna biex immorru warajh,
mghobbijin bis-salib taghna.

Is-slaleb, it-tbatija, is-sagrificéju huma s-sehem u l-wirt ta’
dawk li huma tal-Mulej, u ahna lkoll tieghu, ghax bil-Maghmudija,
kif ghidna, gejna ikkonsagrati lilu biex inkunu tieghu biss. Sehemna
fid-dinja mela huwa s-salib.

L-ezempju tal-Qaddisin

Nistghu narawh tqil, kif rah Geremija tant li 1i1 Alla gallu:
“Qarraqtni; mhux se nitkellem aktar f'ismek; mhux se nsemmik
aktar”. Alla kien ghazel lil Geremija bhala profeta tieghu biex ihab-
bar niket, u tigrib lill-poplu ta’ Israel minhabba dnubiethom. Kliemu
ma kienx joghgob lin-nies, kienu jwadgaghuh ghac-cajt, izebilhuh,
ighajruh u jmaqdruh kuljum. Xtaq kieku ma jitkellimx aktar fug
mohgrija u hsara. Izda I-imhabba tieghu ghal Alla kienet wisq agwa
mit-tigrib 1i kien gie fuqu: kienet qisha nar jaabad f'galbu, u ma
hallietux imur kontra dak li ried Alla minnu.

Hekk ukoll San Pawl Missierna. Ra hafna tigrib, u persekuzzjo-
nijiet; ghadda minn hafna perikoli; gie mitfugh il-habs, imsawwat,
imfittex ghall-mewt minhabba Kristu; kellu tigrib klir, xewka f'gis-
mu messaggiera tax-xitan; talab 1li jehles minn dan it-tigrib, ghax
kien ihossu kbir wisq ghalih; izda dan it-tigrib kollu gatt ma firdu
mill-imhabba, ta’ Alla fi Kristu Gesu.

Hekk ukoll il-martri ta’ kull Zzmien, u 1-Qaddisin kollha li ghal-.
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kemm ma xerrdux demmhom ghal Kristu, ghaddew minn kull xorta
ta’ tigrib u tbatijiet fil-mixi taghhom wara Kristu.

Il-gaddisin kollha kienu nies bhalna, kellhom in-nuggasiijet
taghna; xi whud kienu midinbin kbar. Izda gie mument f’hajjithom
meta ntebhu xX’kienet is-sejha taghhom bhala nsara; intebhu 1i fil-
Maghmudija taghhom gew ikkonsagrati lil Alla, biex ikunu tieghu
biss, billi juruh l-imhabba kollha ta’ galbhom u joffru lilhom infus-
hom bhala vittmi hajja ghall-gima tieghu. U dan ghamluh bil-hajja
1i riedhom ighixu fid-dinja. Xi whud ghexu hajja ’il boghod mid-
dinja f’kontemplazzjoni lejl u nhar tal-hwejjeg tas-sema: issagri-
fikaw kollox, hallew Kkollox biex ikunu biss nies ta’ talb u kontem-
plazzjoni; ohrajn taw ruhhom ghall-hidma ta’ l-appostolat fid-din-
ja biex iwasslu lil Kristu lill-bnedmin kollha ta’ rieda tajba li kienu
Jfittxuh jew jehtiegu 1-farag tieghu, u biex ghamlu dan i¢cahhdu
milli jgeawdu l-hena tal-familja biex l-hena taghhom isibuh fil-fa-
milja kbira, ta’ Alla; ohrajn ghexu s-sejha taghhom fnofs id-dinja
minghajr ma kienu tad-dinja, ghaliex zammew ruhhom ’il boghod
mit-tingis taghha u fittxew biss li jaghmilu r-nieda ta’ Alla billi fit-
txew dejjem dak li hu tajjeb, dak li joghgob lil Alla, dak li hu sewwa
quddiem Alla.

Ahna nistghu nkunu bhalhom ghax l-ghajnuna ta’ Alla ma ton-
gosniex kif gatt ma nagset lilhom. Li jehtiegilna biss hu li nagharfu
s-sejha taghna, li nintebhu 1i fil-Maghmudija ahna gejna ikkonsa-
grati lil Alla, u jehtiegilna ghalhekk nghixu din (l-konsagrazzjoni
taghna. Illum hafna geghdin jintebhu b’dan, u bdew il-mixja tagh-
hom biex jidhlu fil-qgalba tal-Maghmudija taghhom ha jghixuha fil-
milja taghha. Jalla nithajru minnhom ahna wkoll u nibdew il-mix-
ja taghna ta’ konverzjoni li twassalna biex nghixu fil-milja taghha
1-Maghmudija taghna fi hdan il-komunita parrokkjali taghna.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Nitolbu llum Till-Mulej Gesti biex iqgawwilna qalbna halli nil-
hqu l-istedina tieghu u mmorru warajh mghobbijin bis-salib taghna.

Mulej Gesu ieqaf mal-Knisja hija u xxandar lid-dinja 1-qawwa
tas-salvazzjoni li tinsab f’kull tbatija li jgarrab il-bniedem fid-dinja.

Mulej Gesu, dawwal il-fehhma ta’ kull min hu mghammed biex
jaghraf li fil-Maghmudija tieghu gie ikkonsagrat lil Alla biex ikun
tieghu biss. :

Mulej Gesu sejjah lura lejk lil dawk hutna li mqarrgin mid-
dinja, geghdin ighixu skond ix-xejra taghha u mhumiex igisu I-
hwejjeg ta’ Alla.
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Mulej Gesti, ghinna nerfghu warajk is-salib taghna biex bit-
tbatijiet tal-hajja tal-lum intemmu f’gisimna dak li jonqos mill-Pas-
sjoni tieghek ghall-Gisem tieghek li hu 1-Knisja.

Mulej Gesti Kristu, Iben Alla 1-haj, ara minn kemm tigrib nin-
sabu mdawwrin illum; thalliniex naqtghu qalbna minhabba fih, im-
ma ghinna naraw fih mezz ta’ salvazzjoni ghalina u ghad-dinja, Int
li tghlx u ssaltan ghal dejjem ta’ dejjem.

It-23 Hadd tas-sena
NAHFRU LIL MIN HU HATI GEHALINA

Illum u 1-Hadd li gej, il-Knisja tkellimna fua il-mahfra tad-
dnubiet. Gesu gie fid-dinja — galulna Hu stess — biex isejjah lill-
midinbin ghall-indiema, u permezz tal-parabbola tan-naghga mit-
Iufa wriena kemm ghandu ghal galbu li l-midinbin jindmu minn
dnubiethom u jergghu lura ghall-nibiberija ma’ Alla. Bil-parabbola
tan-naghga mitlufa, Gesu jurina 1i Hu stess imur jigri wara 1-mid-
neb biex isejjahlu lura mit-trig li fiha jkun miexi u jighdu mill-gdid
ghat-triq it-tajba.

Illum Gesu jrid jurina b’liema mod huwa jmur ifittex lill-mid-
neb biex jighdu lura lejh. Jingeda bina; jingeda b’dawk kollha 1i
geghdin ighixu fil-hbiberija mieghu; iridna mghinuh biex insejhu
lura lejh 1il dawk fost hutna i jagghu f’xi dnub.

X’inhu d-dnub

Hu dmir taghna dan, bhala membri tal-Knisja ta’ Kristu, il-
Knisja li hi xirka wahda ta’ mhabba, fejn fi Spirtu wiehed hemm
ir-rabta tas-sliem. Kull meta mnisrani, kull meta wiehed minna
jaghmel dnub, jigifieri kull meta wiehed minna jwarrab lil Alla fil-
genb biex jaghmel il-hlejjag l1-allat tieghu, kull meta wiehed minna
jongos mill-imhabba. ghal hutu l-bnedmin !-ohra billi jaghmillhom
hsara f'gidhom jew f’giehhom jew lill-istess persuna taghhom, ikun
mhux biss joffendi 1 Alla ghax ikun gieghed jikser il-ligi u I-kman-
damenti tieghu, imma jkun wukoll jikser ix-xirka ta’ mhabba
li tghaqgad haga wahda flimkien lil dawk kollha li huma ta’ Kris-
tu. Kull dnub, zghir kemm hu zghir, idghajjef ir-rabta ta’ mhabba
u sliem 1li ghandu jkun hemm bejn dawk li huma ahwa fi Kristu, u
aktar ma jkun kbir id-dnub, aktar ma wiehed jitbieghed minn Alla
b’eghmilu, aktar 'tlddghtauef din ir-rabta u itasal biex tindgered ghal
kollox
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Ghaliex ghandna nhabirku ghall-konvergjoni tal-midneb

Kif smajna lil San Pawl ighidilna fit-tieni gari tal-lum, 1-'1|mhab-
ba hija l-milja tal-1igi; min ikun ihobb il-proxxmu tieghu jkun gie-
ghed ihares il-ligi kollha; 1-obblikazzjoni wahdanija taghna ' biex
inkunu nharsu 1-ligi ta’ Alla kollha kemm hi, hi 1i nhobbu’l xulxin.
Hu ghalhekk 1i kull ksur tal-ligi ta’ Alla huwa wkoll ksur tax-xirka
ta’ -imhabba 1li torbotna bejnietna bhala membri tal-Knisja ta’
Kristu. U huwa proprju minhabba dan, li ahna fid-dmir 1i meta xi
hadd minn hutna jaga’ £xi dnub, ghandna nfittxu nreggghuh lura
ghat-triq it-tajba. Hu bina 1i 1-Mulej Gesu jrid ifittex in-naghga
mitlufa biex ireggaghha lura. fil-merhla tieghu, fix-xirka wahda ta’
1-imhabba, 1i minnha l-midneb ikun infired bid-dnub tieghu.

Kif naqdu dan id-dmir

B’liema mod se nagdu dan id-dmir tagfma” Ighidulna Gesu
stess. Jekk huk jaga’ £'xXi dnub mur sibu wahdu u widdbu; jekk jis-
ma’ minnek, tkun irbaht 1i1 huk. Jekk ma jismax erga’ mur u hu
mieghek wiehed jew tnejn ohra biex kull ma jinghad jissahhah bil-
kelma ta’ zewg xhieda jew tlieta. Jekk imbaghad ancas minnhom ma
jkun irid jisma’, zommu b’wiehed pagan jew publikan’.

X’irid ighidilna Gestu b’dan il-kliem? Iridna nuzaw il-mezzi koll-
ha li ghandna biex nigbhdu lura ghat-triq it-tajba lill-midneb, min-
ghajr ma nogoghdu nxandru ma’ kulhadd 1-izball tieghu. “Mur sibu
wiahdu w widdbu”, ighidilna Gesu. Flok nogoghdu nitkazaw b’min
jizbalja, flok nogoghdu nxandru l-izball tieghu, minghajr ebda kel-
ma iebsa, bhala hbieb, anzi bhala hutu, ghandna nippruvaw nuruh
x’inhu 1-izball tieghu, fejn se jwasslu, xi hsara se jaghmel lilu nnif-
su u lill-ohrajn. Biss meta ma nirnexxux jew ghax ma, sibniex il-
mument f'wagtu jew ghax afdajna biss fil-hila. taghna u ma tlab-
niex l-ghajnuna ta’ Alla jew ghax habibna d-dnub ghamih u webbes
galbu fih, minnflok nagtghu galbna minnu, u f’qalbna nghidu: “Af-
farih! jekk irid jitlef ruhu, ha jitliftha!”, ghandna nfittxu lil xi hadd
ienhor li jista’ jghinna, u fug kollox ghandna nfittxu l-ghajnunia tat-
talb tal-komunita kollha taghna. Anzi huwa dmir ta’ kull komunita
nisranija 1i ma tiegaf gatt titlob ghall-midinbin 1i jinsabu fi hdan-
ha, biex il-Mulej jaghtihom il-grazzja li jifthu ghajnejhom u bhall-
iben il-hali jintebhu fil-mizerja 1i fiha jkunu jinsabu u bhalu jghidu:
“Inqum u nerga’ lura ghand Missieri.”

Nitolbu ghall-midinbin

Ukoll wara li nkunu ghamilna kull ma stajna biex nigbdu ghat-
trig it-tajba 1lill-midneb, u hu jibga’ jwebbes rasu, ma ghandniex
nabbandunawh, inhalluh jintilef. Meta Gesu jghidilna li 1-midneb 1li
ma jridx jisma’ ghandna nzommuh b’wiehed pagan jew publikan,
Gesll ma riedx ighidilna “itilguh! halluh jintilef wahdu!” Ried
ighidilna biss: “Tkunux bhalu! Tikkupjawx l-imgieba tieghu!” Min
hu nisrani tassew ma jghix bhall-pagani li jghixu skond il-gisem u

!
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jpaxxu l-gibdiet kollha tal-gisem, u lanqas bhall-pubblikani li mohh-
hom biss biex jahznu 1-gid tad-dinja li mieghu jorbtu galbhom. Il-
midneb fl-imgiba tieghu jaghmel bhall-pagani u l-pubblikani, u
ghalhekk in-nisrani ma ghandux ikun jixbhu f’dan. Minflok, ghan-
du jitlob ghalih, u ma jaqta’ qatt mit-talb ghalih, ghax jekk ma
rnexxilux jighdu bl-ebda mad ghat-triq it-tajba, bit-talb ghad jir-
nexxilu. Dan iweghdulna Gesu stess, fl-Evangelju tal-lum. Migbu-
rin flimkien bhala xirka wahda ta’ mhabba, ahna jkollna ill Gesu
jitlob maghna, u kull ma nitolbu I1-Missier jaghtihulna. Alla ma
jridx il-mewt tal-miidneb imma jridu jindem u jghix, u jekk ahna
nitolbu ghall-indiema; tal-midinbin, Alla mhux sejjer ma. jismax it-
talba taghna, aktar u aktar jekk din naghmluha mal-Knisja kollha.

Insalvaw ruhna ; ]

Niftakru x’qaltilna 1-Knisja llum fl-ewwel gqari tal-Quddiesa.
Jekk ahna ma ghamilniex dmirna ma’ xi hadd minn hutna li waqa’
fid-dnub, u ma widdibnihx, meta stajna, u hekk ingasna li nghinu
lill-Mulej Gesu fit-thabrik tieghu ha; jfittex dik in-naghga mitlufa,
Alla jitlob minna kont tat-telfien tieghu, ghax inkunu ngasna milli
nuru mhabba, lejn wiehed minn hutna li kien jehtieg l-ghajnuna
taghna, lI-ghajnuna biex jerga’ jsib it-triq it-tajba li jkun tilef, u 1i
forsi ahna biss stajna nghinuh isibha. Qatt hsibna fuq din ir-res-
ponsabbilta taghna lejn hutna, shabna fuq ix-xoghol, hbiebna, forsi
grabatna wkoll, li qed narawhom jizbaljaw, jigifieri jitnikkru fuq ix-
xoghol, jew jaghmlu xoghol hazin, jew jidghu, jew jittraskuraw dmi-
rijiethom fi hdan il-familja, jew jaqilghu l-inkwiet, u ma ghidnil-
homx kelma ghall-gid, meta stajna nghiduhielhom, u tkunilhom ta’
gid? U jekk gharafna din ir-responsabbilta taghna u fittixna nagdu
~ dan id-dmir, konna dejjem bil-ghagal fl-imgiba taghna mal-mid-

neb, imma wrejnih ¢ar li kienet biss l-imhabba timbuttana biex nift-
hulu ghajnejh? U fuq kollox tlabna l-ghajnuna ita’ Alla? tlabna ’l
’l Alla biex jaghtih il-grazzja li jisma’ lehnu u ma jwebbisx aktar
qalbu?

Jalla nifhmu sewwa din ir-responsabbilta taghna lejn hutna I-
midinbin, jekk irridu verament niksbu s-salvazzjoni ta’ ruhna!

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Alla ma jridx il-mewt tal-midneb, imma li jindem u jghix. Ni-
tolbuh ghalhekk ghal hutna kollha li, minhabba I-ebusija ta’ ras-
hom, jinsabu ’l boghod minnu, biex jaghtihom il-grazzja li jaghar-
fu 1-mizerja li fiha jinsabu biex jergghu lura fi hdanu.

Ieqaf, Mulej, mal-Knisja tieghek, fil-hidma taghha biex issej-
jah il-midinbin ghall-indiema ha jergghu jinhabbu mieghek.
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Qanqal qalb dawk kollha li webbsu qalbhom fid-dnub, biex
jagharfu flliema qaghda kerha jinsabu, ha jqumu mmnha u kollhom
nledma u soghbiena jergghu lura ghandek

Hares lill-poplu 1-gdid li int ksibt ghalik, minn kull itheddld tal-

hazen, biex hadd ma jigi mqarraq mill-frughat u t-tlellix tad-dinja
tad-dnub u jitbieghed minnek.

Zommna dejjem maghqudin flimkien fdin ix-xirka wahda ta’
mhabba i hi I-Knisja tieghek, biex inharsu d*e]]em fi Spirtu wie-
hed, ir-rabta tas-sliem.

Mulej Alla 1i tista’ kollox, zomm hajja fostna l-fehma li ahna
Ikoll fil-Knisja tieghek, niffurmaw xirka walida ta’ mhabba, biex,
imganglin minn din l-imhabba, inhabirku biex bil-kelma t-tajba,
nighdu lura lejk dawk li d-dnub firidhom minnek, halli r-rabta tas-
sliem li huma.dghajfu bi dnubiethom, terga’ tissahhah bl-indiema
taghhom. Bi Kristu Sidna.

L-24 Hadd tas-sena

IL-MAHFRA TAD-DNUBIET (II)

Nahfru dejjem

Il-Hadd 1i ghadda rajna x’inhu d-dmir taghna lejn dawk hutna
li jkunu thieghdu mit-triq it-tajba, u mgarrgin mill-frughat tad-
dinja, warrbu ’1 Alla fil-genb biex jaghmlu I-hlejjag l-allat tagh-
hom. Il-Knisja, il-Hadd 1i ghadda ,urietna li ahna fid-dmir 1i 1il min
hu midneb nippruvaw mnigbduh jerga’ lura ghat-trig it=tajba, im-
ganglin mill-imhabba ghalih, bhala huna fi Kristu. Illum il-Knis-
ja tghidilna li din l-imhabba 1li ghandu jkollna ghal hutna kollha fi
Kristu, ghandha twassalna biex nahfru dejj |em 1il min hu hati gha-
lina.

Gesu stess ighidulna dan bit-twegiba 1i ta lil San Pietru meta
dan stagsih kemm-il darba ghandu jahfer '1il huh 1i jongsu.- Ghas-
seba’ ‘darbiet 1i semma’ San Pietru, il-Mulej wiegeb: “Mhux ghal
seba’ darbiet biss, imma. ghal sebgha u sebghin. darba.” Meta San
Pietru stagsa lil Gesu kellux jahfer ghal seba’: darbiet, bi kliemu 1-
Appostlu kien gieghed jistagsi lil Gesu ghandux .jahfer dejjem, u t-
twegiba ta’ Gesu wettget kliem 1-Appostlu, b’'mod 1i bil-kelma tieghu
Gest wriena li ghandna nahfru dejjem, kbira kemm tkun. kbira 1-
htija 1 ssirilna. j
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Gesu kompla jwettaq kliemu bil-parabbola tal-gaddej hazin li
sidu kien hafirlu dejn kbir ghax henn ghalih, izda mbaghad hu ma
kellux il-hila jahfer dejn zghir li wiehed minn shabu kellu mieghu;
minhabba f’hekk sid dak il-qaddej hazin rega’ lura minn kelmtu u
tefa’ 1-habs lil dak il-qaddej sa ma jhallas dejnu kollu.

Nahfru minn qalbna

It-taghlim 1i Gesu ried jaghtina b’din ‘il-parabbola jidher ¢ar
mill-kliem ta’ l1-ahhar: “Hekk jaghmel lilkom Missieri tas-smew-
wiet jekk ma tahfrux lil xulxin minn galbkom.” Tajjeb ghalhekk
nahsbu sewwa fuq dan il-kliem, ghaliex ahna lkoll midinbin — lil
Alla nongsuh spiss tul hajjitna — imma nittamaw dejjem fil-hnie-
na tieghu. Alla hu dejjem lest biex jahfrilna ghaliex hu hanin u ta’
galb helwa, imma jrid li ahna wkoll nahfru lil min hu hati ghalina,
u jridna nahfru minn qalbna. U hawn hu 1-qofol tal-mahfra 1i 1-
Mulej iridnai naghtu 1lil min hu hati ghalina. Trid tkun mahfra hier-
ga mill-qalb, jigifieri trid tkun mahfra gejja mill-imhabba taghna
ghal hutna, ghax ahna lkoll ulied 1-istess Missier, ilkoll mifdijin
mid-Demm ghaziz ta’ Kristu.

Rajna 1-Hadd 1i ghadda li 1-imhabba hija 1-milja tal-ligi, jigifie-
ri kull ma naghmlu, jekk ahna tassew insara, ghandna naghmluh
imganglin mill-imhabba ta’ Alla u ta’ ghajrna; illum il-Knisja tghi-
dilna li kull ma naghmlu ghandna naghmluh ghaliex ahna tal-Mu-
lej, ghaliex ghazilna li nghixu ghall-Mulej. Dan sehh fil-Maghmu-
dija taghna, u wettagnih meta réevejna s-Sagrament tal-Grizma.
Fil-Maghmudija, mbaghad wisq aktar fil-Grizma, ahna, gejna ikkon-
sagrati lil Alla, biex inkunu tieghu, biex nghixu ghalih, u ghalhekk
bl-imgiba kollha taghna — sew jekk mghixu, sew jekk immutu, ighi-
dilna San Pawl — ahna ghandna mnuru li ahna tal-Mulej. Issa
b’mod spec¢jali dan nuruh meta nahfru lil min hu hati ghalina, gha-
liex meta nkunu naghmlu dan, inkunu ngibu ruhna mal-bnedmin
hutna kif Alla jgib ruhu maghna; inkunu mahfru kif Alla jahfer
lilna.

Kif jahfrilna Alla

Kif jahfrilna Alla htijietna? Jahfrilna hitijietna, u jibga’ jifta-
kar fihom? jew inehhihomlna ghal kollox, gishom gatt ma kienu?
Alla janhfrilna htijietna u jnehhihomilna ghal kollox, gishom aqatt
ma kienu ghalkemm jibgaghlna dejjem id-dmir li npattu ghall-hsa-
ra li nkunu ghamilna bihom lix-xirka wahda ta’ mhabba 1i hi 1-
Knisja, kif rajna 1-Hadd 1i ghadda.

U ahna kif nahfru lil min hu hati ghalina? Ninsew ghal kollox
il-ntijiet 1i jkunu sarulna? Jew nibgghu nzommu f'qalbna ghat-tort
i jkun sarilna ghalkemm nghidu 1i hfirna lil min ghamlilna tort?
Mhux hekk Alla jimxi maghna, u jekk ahna nahfru u ma ninsewx
ma nkunux nahfru tassew, u 1-Mulej langas lilna ma Jahfrﬂna hti-
jletna kif nixtiequ a,hna
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Kemm-il darba nghidu kuljum 1il Alla: “Ahfrilna  htijietna,
bhalma nahfru lil min hu hati ghalina”? Kemm hi sin¢iera din it-
talba li min jaf kemm-il darba nghidu kuljum? Irridu tassew mahf-
ra shiha ta’ dnubietna minghand Alla? Jekk iva, ghaliex imbaghad
nghidu 1i lesti biex nahfru l-htijiet tal-bnedmin, imma mhux nin-
sewhom? U jekk dan, kif nistghu nippretendu li Alla jinsa htijietna
meta spiss intennulu: Ahfrilna bhalma mnahfru lil min hu hati gha-
lina? L-istess talba taghna t1kkundannana

Kif ghandna ngibu ruhna

Naghtu widen ghalhekk ghal dak 11 ]ghldllna Bin Sirak, ﬂ ewwel
gari tal-lum.

B’liema. drltt titlob 1il Alla jahfirlek dnubietek, meta int m mtlx
lest tahfer lill-ghajrek u tinsa d-deni li ghamillek? Kif - tista’ titlob
lil Alla 1-fejgan ta’ ruhek, meta ghadha mimlija korla u ghadab ghal
huk, li ghalkemm hfirtlu, ghadek tiftakar f’dak li ghamillek? Sura
ta’ mahfra bhal din, {jidhirlek 1i hi mahfra sin¢iera, hierga mill~
qalb?

Meta nzommu f’qalbna l-korla u 1- mlbgheda ghal xi hadd — u
nuru korla u mibgheda wkoll meta nghidu 1li lil xi hadd hfirnilu,
imma ma nkellmuhx — ahna ghadna fid-dnub, u ma nistghux nis-
tennew mahfra minghand Alla. Ghalhekk it-twissija ta’ Bin Sirak
illum: Ftakar fi tmiemek, ftakar fil-gerda u I-mewt: ma ghandekx
ghamara ghal dejjem f’din id-dinja: ghad trid tidher quddiem Alla
biex taghti kont ta’ eghmilek kollu, ta’ kemm-il darba ma hfirtx 1il
min nagsek. Ftagar 1i kbar kemm huma kbar il-htijiet li jsirulek ma
huma xejn hdejn il-htijiet tieghek lejn Alla. Ibda minn issa hares
il-kmandamenti, u fug kollox il-kmandament ta’ l-imhabba, 1li fih
jinsabu l-kmandamenti kollha. Zomm ruhek ’il boghod, mill-glied,
mill-piki, mill-ghira, mill-korla, mill-ghadab, mill-mibgheda, u tara
kemm issibha ehfef 1i tahfer lil min hu hati ghalik. Tghallem sta-
par, thenn, taghder lill-ohrajn, u tghix hajtek kollha fis-sliem, u
jkollok barka minghand il-Mulej, u meta tidher quddiemu, jilgghek
fil-merghat ta’ dejjem. :

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Ahna u niftakru fit-tjieba u l-hniena tal- -Mulej, nlrtolbuh 1llum
jahfrilna htijietna bhalma nahfru lil min hu hati ghalina.

Mulej Gesi, int tajt lill-Knisja tieghek is-setgha li tahfer id-
dnubiet: ieqaf maghha hija u tistieden bla heda 'l‘lilil‘anedmln ghall-

indiema ha jkollhom il- mahfra ta’ dnublethom
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Mu‘l‘ej Gestl, int gejt fid-dinja biex issejjah lill-midinbin ghall-
indiema: holl l-irbit ta’ dawk kollha ' jinsabu mjassra minn dnu-
biethom biex jiksbu l-helsien mill-jasar i jinsabu fh,

Mulej Gesu, int kollok tjieba u finiena mal-midinbin li jistqar-
ru htijiethom kollhom soghibiena u niedma: ghallimna nkunu bha-
lek u bit-tjieba u l-hniena taghna nigbdu lejk lil dawk hutna li d-
dnub firidhom minnek.

Mulej Gest, int tridna nahfru dejjem: qawwilna I-fehma tagh-
na biex inkunu dejjem lesti nahfru u ninsew il-htijiet kollha 1i jsi-
rulna, kbar kemmm huma kbar, halli niksbu 1-mahfra tieghek.

Mulej Gesu Kristu, Iben Alla 1-haj, ahna kemm-il darba ksirna
l-ligi mqaddsa tieghek, u ma konniex dejjem lesti nahfru lil min hu
hati ghalina: henn ghalina, u ahfrilna dan in-nuqqgas taghna, u agh-
tina l-grazzja li mil-lum ’il quddiem, ma nwebbsux qalbna mieghek,
imma naghtu dejjem widen ghall-Kelma tieghek. Int li tghix u ssal-
tan ghal dejjem ta’ dejjem.

II-256 Hadd tas-sena

IL-PREMJU TAL-HAJJA TA’ DEJJEM

: Il-hlas misthoqq lill-haddiem

“Hekk ta’ l-ahhar jigu l-ewwel, u ta’ l-ewwel l-ahhar”, ghadna
kemm smajna; 1-Mulej ighidilna fl-Evangelju tal-lum fi tmiem il-
parabbola tal-haddiema 1i marru jahdmu fl-ghalga f’hinijiet diffe-
renti tal-gurnata, u lkoll, fi tmiem il-jum, hadu hlas 1-istess.

Kliem Gestl,, anzi l-istess parabbola li galilna Gesu ftit jew wisq
thawwadna, ghaliex inhossu li ghandna naghtu ragun lill-haddiema
li gemgmu kontra s-sid 1i tahom l-istess hlas lilhom 1i tghabbew bil-
piz tal-jum u s-shana, dags kemm ta lill-haddiema 1i ghamlu sie-
gha wahda biss fl-ahhar tal-gurnata. :

Gesu bil-parabbola tal-lum ma riedx ighallimna dwar il-hlas
misthoqq lill-haddiema ghax-xoghol 1i jaghmlu; fua dan 1-Iskrit-
tura tkellimna wkoll, u San Gakbu ghandu kliem iebes ghal dawk
is-sidien 1i ma jhallsux kif jixraq lil min jahdmilhom: “Ara l-hlas
tal-haddiema 1li hasdu l-eghlieqi taghkom, hlas li intom zammejtu-
hulhom bil-gerq,” jikteb San Gakbu, “gieghed ighajjat kontra tagh-
kom, u 1-biki ta’ dawk li hasdu wasal f’widnejn il-Mulej ta’ l-ezerc-
ti.” Imma llum il-Kelma ta’ Alla mhux fuqg dan trid tkellimna, izda
fuq is-sejha tal-bnedmin kollha ghas-saltna tas-smewwiet. Kulhadd
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hu msejjah ghas-saltna tas-smewwiet, ighidilna Gesl, ghaliex Alla
jrid 1i 1-bnedmin kollha jsalvaw, ghaliex Hu halaghom ghalih, billi
biex wara li jagduh u jharsu l-ligi tieghu f’din id-dinja, 1mbaghad
imorru jgawduh ghal dejjem fis-sema.

Is-sejha ghas-salvazzjoni

Izda mhux il-bnedmin kollha jharsu 1-ligi ta’ Alla u jaghmlu
r-rieda tieghu tul hajjithom kollha. Hafna huma l-bnedmin 1i ftit
jahsbu fugq dmirijiethom lejn Alla ,tant ikunu mehdijin bil-hajja
taghhom fid-dinja; izda ghal kull bniedem jasal il-waqt li fih il-
Mulej isejjahlu biex jintebah xi dmirijiet ghandu u x’jehtieglu jagh-
mel biex isalva ruhu. Imma l-bnedmin mhux kollha jwiegbu ma’ 1-
ewwel ghas-sejha ta’ Alla u jkomplu jitnikkru, ghalkemm Alla
jkompli jsejjanh sakemm jaghtu widen ghall-Kelma tieghu. U jekk
jaghtu widen ghall-Kelma ta’ Alla, ikun meta jkun il-waat, f’zogh-
zithom, fl-ahjar ta’ hajjithom jew fi xjuhithom, jekk huma jaghtu
widen ghas-sejha tal-Mulej u jaghmlu r-rieda tieghu u jindmu minn
htijiethom, il-Mulej jaghtihom il-hajja ta’ dejjem 1i ghaliha gew
mahluga.

Il-haddiema tal-parabbola li sid il-ghalga sejjah f’hinijiet dif-
ferenti tal-gurnata, huma =xbieha tal-bnedmin 1i jaghtu widen f’xi
mument tal-hajja taghhom fid-dinja ghas-sejha ta’ Alla biex jind-
mu u jikkonvertu. Jistghu jkunu ghexu hajjithom kollha f’ghagda
shiha ma’ Alla, jistghu jkunu ghaddew zoghzija mhawwda mbaghad
ghas-sejha ta’ Alla ,bhal Santu Wistin, jinghataw kollhom kemm
huma ghall-gadi tal-Mulej, jistghu jkunu bhal San Pawl 1li l-ewwel
bikkew il-Knisja ta’ Kristu, u mbaghad saru appostli kollhom heg-
¢ga ghaliha; jistghu jkunu nies li wara hajja ta’ dnub jikkonvertu u
jibdew ighixu hajja gdida; jistghu jkunu fl-ahharnett nies 1i meta
jixjiehu, meta d-dinja u l-frughat taghha ma thajjarhomx izjed, jin-
tebhu li ghandhom ruh xi jsalvaw u jibdew ghalhekk jahsbu fiha. U
Alla fil-hniena tieghu jaghtihom, is-salvazzjoni.

Il-Generogita ta’ Alla

Forsi xi hadd ighid 1li dan mhuwiex sewwa, bhalma galu 1-had-
diema 1i gergru ghas-sid tal-parabbola. Izda, kif ghedna, il-parab-
bola mhijiex tkellimna fuq il-hlas misthoqq lill-haddiema li hadmu
1-gurnata kollha; il-parabbola trid turina b’liema generozita Alla
jimxi maghna, minkejja li ahna nongsuh dejjem u ta’ spiss. Sid il-
ghalga tal-parabbola tal-lum ma nagasx lill-haddiema 1li hadmulu
I-jum kollu, ghax tahom dak li hagghom, kif ftiehem maghhom;
izda sid il-ghalga kien generuz hafna mal-haddiema ta’ l1-ahhar sie-
gha meta tahom dags l-ohrajn, u f’”dan hu xbieha ta’ Alla 1i hu ge-
neruz fuq li generuz maghna lkoll ghaliex jaghtina 1-hajja ta’ dej-
jem jekk fi tmiem hajjitna fid-dinja nkunu hbieb mieghu.

Alla, jahfer il-htijiet kollha tal-midneb jekk dan ihalli trigtu 1-
hazina u jerga’ lura ghand il-Mulej, ighidilna 1-profeta Isaija fl-ew-
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wel qari tal-lum: ma jiftakarhomx izjed, ikunu gishom qatt ma kie-
nu. Ghaliex Alla hanin u jaghder, u mhuwiex bhalna l-bnedmin li
m’ghandniex il-hila ninsew il-htijiet 1i jsirulna.

L-ghan ewlieni ta’ hajjitna

“Trigati mhumiex it-trigat taghkom, fehmieti mhumiex bhal
fehmiet taghkom”, ighidilna Alla bi kliem il-profeta, biex jistedinna
nahsbu mhux kif jahsbu l-bnedmin tad-dinja, imma kif jahseb Hu.
Ghax jekk ahna l-insara nahsbu bhalma jahsbu Il-bnedmin tad-
dinja, nistghu nsibu ruhna mwarrbin minn Alla u flokna jidhlu
dawk il gharfu ’l1 Alla u daru lejh fl-ahhar ta’ hajjithom. Jigrilna
dan jekk ma jkollniex l-istess sentimenti 1i kellu Kristu, sentimenti
ta’ tjieba u hniena u generozita ma’ kulhadd, u hekk inkunu gegh-
din nghixu kif jixrag I-Evangelju li nghidu i nhaddnu, u 1i fil-
Maghmudija taghna ghazilna bhala regola ta’ hajjitna.

Meta dan, inkunu ged naghmlu 1-hajja ta’ dejjem l-ghan tal-
hajja taghna f'din id-dinja. Forsi ma nintebhux ma’ l-ewwel b’dan,
izda malli nintebhu b’dan il-ghan ewlieni ta’ hajjitna fid-dinja,
ghandna nhabirku biex infittxu niksbuh, u naghmlu minn kollox
biex inpattu ghaz-zmien 1i tlifna minn hajjitna ghax ma hsibniex
ghall-hajja ta’ dejjem taghna.

Meta nintebhu x’gid kbir hi I-hajja ta’ dejjem, bhal San Pawl,
bhal hafna gaddisin, Kristu jsir kollox ghalina u nhallu ruhna
f’idejh. Infittxu nagdu ghalhekk id-dmirijiet 'taghna f’din id-dinja
biex inpattu ghall-htijiet ta’ I-imghoddi, biex inhabirku ghall-kobor
tas-saltna ta’ Kristu fid-dinja, biex inkunu strumenti f’idejn Alla
halli bl-imgiba kollha ta’ hajjitna naghtu xhieda tieghu quddiem
id-dinja; inkunu lesti li naghmlu dejjem din ir-rieda ta’ Alla, min-
kejja s-slaleb kollha u t-tigrib kollu li jista’ jigi fuana minhabba
fih; u meta Alla jridna ntemmu I-girja taghna f’din id-dinja biex
jaghtina l-premju tal-hajja ta’ dejjem, ha jsir skond kelmtu. Hu
x’inhu, jekk ahna nifhmu x’inhi verament is-sejha taghna bhal San
Pawl ghandna nistqarru 1i sew jekk nghixu sew jekk immutu ahna
tal-Mulej.

b}
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TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Qalbna qawwija fit-tjieba u l-generozita ta’ Alla, zguri 1i se jis-
maghna kull meta nsejhulu, nitolbuh jurina t-trig 1i twassal ghall-
hajja ta’ dejjem.

Ieqaf, Mulej mal-Knisja tieghek hija u turi trigatek Till-bned-
min Kkollha tad-dinja u tistedinhom jimxu minnhom.

Qangal qlub il-bnedmin kollha biex iwiegbu ghas-sejhat tie-
ghek ha jhabirku biex jiksbu 1-hajja ta’ dejjem u jpattu b’eghmil ta’
penitenza ghiaz-zmien Wi tilfu jigru wara (-frughat tad-dinja.

Dawwal il-fehma ta’ kull bniedem li hawn fid-dinja biex jagh-
raf x’inhi s-sejha tieghu f’din id-dinja u jghixha kif trid fini.

Sahhah fina sentimenti ta’ tjieba, hniena, moghdrija, sabar u
generozita biex finkunu nixbhu dejjem lill-Tbnek Gesii Sidna u nku-
nu dejjem tieghek.

Mulej Alla i, tista’ kollox, ieqaf maghna tul il-hajja kollha
taghna f'din id-dinja, u aghtina I-grazzja kollha li nehtiegu biex
nghixu kif jixraq lill-Evangelju ta’ Kristu u ma naghmiu xejn li ma
jixragx l-isem ta’ nsara 1i ngibu. Bi Kristu Sidna.
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Is-26 Hadd tas-sena

IS-SEJHA TAL-MIDINBIN

Il-parabbola taz-Zewd ulied

Il-ffadd li ghadda 1-Mulej Gesu, bil-parabbola tas-sid 1i sejjah
haddiema fil-ghalga tieghu tul is-sighat kollha tal-jum u mbaghad
hallashom ilkoll 1-istess, uriena 1li Alla, fil-kobor tal-hniena u' tal-
‘generozita tieghu, jaghti 1-hajja ta’ dejjem ukoll lill-midinbin 1i fl-
ahhar mumenti ta’ hajjithom jergghu lura fi hdanu niedma u sogh-
biena. INlum ikompli jkellimna fug dan. permezz tal-parabbola taz-
zewg wulied li missier baghat jahdmulu fl-ghalga tad-dwieli tieghu.
Il-kbir, meta missieru baghtu jahdem fl-ghalqa, ma riedx imur, iz-
da mbaghad mar, wagt 1i t-tieni wiehed wara li bil-hegga, kollha gal
lil missieru 1i kien sejjer jaqdih, fil-fatt ma ghamel xejn.

Fdawn iz-zewg ulied tal-parabbola naraw tal-kotra = l-kbira
taghna l-insara. Hafna minna huma bhal iben il-kbir: jitnikkru biex
jaghmlu dak 1i Alla, jrid minnhom, anzi whud jaslu biex jaghmlu bil-
maglub ta’ dak li jridhom Alla, izda mbaghad meta jidhlu ftit fihom
infushom, jaraw li zbaljaw u jfittxu jaghmlu r-rieda ta’ Alla. Huma
dawk 1i jwiegbu ghas-sejha ta’ Alla mhux minnufih, imma ftit jew
wisq tard fil-hajja taghhom fid-dinja; huma bhal dawk il-haddie-
ma tal-parabbola tal-Hadd 1li ghadda 1li marru jahdmu fil-ghalga
mhux mill-ewwel siegha tal-jum, imma aktar tard.

Dawk Ui ma jaghmlux ir-rieda ta’ Alla

Imbaghad hemm hafna ohrajn fostna l-insara 1i ghalihom
geghdin jaghmlu r-rieda ta’ Alla, ghaliex imorru l-knisja, u forsi
wkoll jitgarbnu kuljum, izda mbaghad ma jintebhux 1li dak li Alla
jrid minnhom mhumiex geghdin jaghmluh. Huma bhal iben iz-zghir
tal-parabbola li gal 1i se jaghmel ir-rieda ta’ missieru u ma ghamil-
hiex. Huma bhal-Lhud ta’ zmien Gesu, 1i kien. jahsbu, li ghaliex kie-
nu jharsu 1-ligi ta’ Mose’ bir-reqqa kollha sa l-icken tikka taghha
quddiem in-nies, huma. kienu gusti quddiem Alla, u ma kellhomx
ghalfejn jindmu u jaghmlu penitenza, minkejja li f’qgalbhom kienu
jbejtu kull xorta ta’ hazen. Fostna l-insara ssib hafna, li huma bhal
dawn in-nies: imorru l-knisja kuljum, u ma jaghmlux hlief ighidu
fug in-nies u jerfghu slaleb haddiehor, dejjem lesti biex jitkazaw bl-
izbalji ta’ l-ohrajn, u ma jarawx il-hazen 1li jinsab fihom; huma
nies li jimpurtahom biss minnhom infushom: ghalihom jista’ kul-
hadd imur l-infern, basta jsalvaw huma; huma nies li mhumiex ka-
paci fifirhu ma’ l-angli tas-sema meta wiehed midneb jerga’ lura
minn trigtu 1-hazina, u jibdew jiddubitaw mis-sincerita tal-konvers-
joni tieghu.

Nies bhal dawn jista’ jigrilnom bhalma gralhom il-Farizej fi
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zZmien Gesu: jaghmew u ma jarawx il-veritd ta’ Alla, u jibaghu fl-
ghama taghhom u jintilfu. Tkun il-kburija taghhom infushom Ili
twassalhom ghat-telfien ghaliex jahsbu illi huma gusti quddiem Al-
la u qeghdin jaghmlu r-rieda tieghu ghax imorru l-knisja kuljum.
Izda r-rieda ta’ Alla mhijiex din biss ghalihom; hija wisq aktar
minn hekk, kif naraw minn kliem San Pawl lill-Filippin, fit-tieni
qari tal-lum. '

Nixzbhu ’l Gesuw’ fi¢é-cokon tieghu

Ir-rieda ta’ Alla ghalina l-insara hija li nkunu nixbhu lil Gesu,
fie-cokon tieghu. Gesu ighidilna San Pawl, li kellu n-natura ta’
Alla cekken lilu nnifsu u sar bniedem bhalna u obda sal-mewt tas-
salib. Bhalu rridu ni¢¢ekknu anhna, u nagharfu x-xejn taghna. U dan
naghmluh meta nkunu fehma wahda bejnietna, meta ma naghmilu
xejn bl-ambizzjoni jew ghall-frugha, u nkunu umli u naisu lill-oh-
rajn ahjar minna, meta nfittxu mhux dak li jagbel lilna imma dak
li jagbel lill-ohrajn. B’dan il-mod inkunu nahsbuha kif kien jahsib-
ha Kristu u nkunu nixbhuh ghaliex ikollna l-istess sentimenti L
kellu hu.

Meta nfittxu li nkunu fehma wahda bejnietna u nfittxu mhux
dak li jagbel lilna imma lill-haddiehor, inkunu nipprattikaw l-ispir-
tu ta’ l-umilta, nagharfu x-xejn taghna, ni¢cekknu, bhalma c¢éek-
ken Gesu; inkunu geghdin nirbhu l-kburija taghna, u nintebhu li
m’ahniex wisq ahjar mill-pubblikani u n-nisa tat-trig ghalkemm
immorru 1-knisja kuljum. X’ifisser dan? Ifisser 1i ahna ghalkemm
nagdu d-dmirijiet 'taghna ta’ nsara billi mmorru 1-Knisja nhar ta’
Hadd ,naghmlu l-precett darba fis-sena, naghtu l-ghajnuna tagh-
na ghall-opri tal-Knisja, u niehdu sehem f’xi manifestazzjoni relig-
juza, ahna ghadna midinbin u nehtiegu 1-hniena ta’ Alla, bhalma
huma midinbin u jehtiegu l-hniena ta’ Alla dawk li llum geghdin
jaghmlu dak 1li kienu jaghmlu I1-pubblikani u n-nisa tat-trig fi
zmien Gesu, ghalkemm forsi m’ahniex midinbin dagshom.

Il-pubdblikani v m-nisa tat-trig tal-lum

Min huma l-pubblikani u n-nisa tat-triq tal-lum? Il-pubblikani
huma dawk li biex ikabbru gidhom fid-dinja jisirqu, igarrqu bl-oh-
rajn, jiehdu u jaghtu r-rigali biex jaghmlu Xi pjacir, jiehdu post
haddiehor ahjar minnhom, huma dawk li f’kelma wahda, jaghmlu
kull xorta ta’, ingustizzja biex jimxu ’l quddiem huma minghajr ma
jgisu I-hsara 1li ged jaghmlu lil ghajrhom. In-nisa tat-trig tal-lum
huma dawk li bl-imgiba taghhom, bil-fehmiet 1i jhaddnu u jxerrdu,
iwaqqghu d-dinjita tal-mara bl-iskuza li jaghtuha helsien shih.

Dawn il-pubblikani u n-nisa tat-trig ta’ zminijietna tilhaghom
ukoll il-grazzja ta’ Alla, ghax Alla lilhom ukoll iridhom isalvaw u
ghalhekk ma jcahhadhomx mill-grazzji tieghu, u jsejhilnom ukoll
ghall-konversjoni: jistghu jbiddiu hajjithom u jiksbu mahfra shiha
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ta’ dnubiethom kollha, ghaliex kif smajna l-profeta Ezekjel ighidil-
na fl-ewwel gari tal-lum, “Jekk midneb jerga’ lura mid-dnub li- jkun
ghamel u jaghmel is-sewwa u 1-gustizzja, hu jsalva ruhu, ghax ikun
intebah u rega’ lura mid-dnubiet kollha li jkun ghamel u jibga’ haj
u ma jmutx.”

Forsi dan ma joghgobx lil dawk li jidhrilhom 1i huma nies taj-
ba u tul hajjithom kollha ma kellhomx hlief kliem ta’ stmerrija
ghall-pubblikani u n-nisa tat-tria, u f’galbhom ighidu: “Mhux sew-
wa l-imgiba tal-Mulej.” Imma lil dawn xX’iwiegibhom il-Mulej? Jis-
tedinhom jagharblu 1-imgiba taghhom biex jaraw humiex verament
jaghmlu r-rieda tieghu. :

Ma nahsbux fina biss

Mimlijin bihom infushom ghaliex geghdin jahsbu li ged jaghm-
lu r-rieda ta’ Alla ghaliex geghdin - ihavsu l-precetti u I-kmanda-
menti tieghu, mhux jintebhu 1i geghdin jongsu mill-imhabba ta’
ghajrhom, ghaliex, maghlugin fihom infushom, ged jahsbu biss fis-
salvazzjoni taghhom; mhuwiex jimpurtahom mis-salvazzjoni ta’
huthom. ;

Ahna, bhala nsara, m’ahniex nghixu kull wiehed ghal rasu; ah-
na bhala nsara ahna xirka wahda ta’ mhabba, maghqudin flimkien
fi Kristu, qisna f’gisem wiehed; ghalhekk jekk wiehed fostna gie-
ghed ibati, huwa marid, ahna ghandna nhossu ghalih u nfittxu I1-
fejgan tieghu. Fi Kliem iehor bhala nsara ghandu jkollna ghal galb-
na l-konversjoni tal-midinbin, u jekk ma nistghux naghmlu hag’
ohra, almenu nitolbu ghall-konversjoni taghhom. Din hi fl-ahhar
mill-ahhar ir-rieda ta’ Alla ghalina: inzommu ruhna ’l boghod mid-
dnub, u bl-ezempji tajba taghna nhajru lill-ohrajn izommu ruhhom
huma wkoll ’il boghod mid-dnub, u bit-talb taghna, bil-kelma t-taj-
ba, taghna u fuq kollox bl-ezempju taghna ngibu l-hutna midinbin
ghat-triq it-tajba, u hekk inkunu fl-istess hin inhabirku ghas-sal-
vazzjoni taghna. 2
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TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Ahna u nroddu hajr illum ghall-Mulej ‘ghat;‘tjieba u l-hniena
tieghu, nitolbuh jaghdirna jeklkk mhux dejjem ghamilna r-rieda tie-
ghu, u jahfrilna htijietna.

Iegaf, Mulej, mal-Knisja tieghek, hija u thabbrilna x’inhi r-rie-
da tieghek ghalina.

Sejjah ghat-triq tal-verita, tal-gustizzja u tat-tjieba 1-pubblika-
ni u I-midinbin ta’ Zminijietna, biex huma wkoll jaraw il-kobor bla
gjies tat-tjieba u I-hniena tieghek.

Dawwal il-fehma ta’ dawk li, kburin bihom infushom, jahsbu
li mhux qged jongsuk u geghdin jaghmlu r-rieda tieghek, biex jagh-
arfu li jkunu tassew jaghmlu dak li trid int minnhom meta jagh-
arfu ¢-cokon u x-xejn taghhom.

Thallina qatt ninghalqu fina nfusna u nahsbu biss fis-salvaz-
zjoni taghna, imma ghallimna nhabirku ghas-salvazzjoni ta’ 1-oh-
rajn bit-talb u l-ezempju tajjeb taghna.

Mulej Alla li tista’ kollox isma’ t-talb tal-Knisja tieghek illum
u aghmel li kullimkien fid-dinja jsir dak li trid int. Bi Kristu Sidna.
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Is-27 Hadd tas-sena
IL-KNISJA TA’ KRISTU

Programm ta’ hajja

F’dan l-ewwel Hadd ta’ Ottubru I-Knisja twasslilna x-xewqat
tajba taghha bi kliem San Pawl lill-Filippin u tfakkarna Ili jkollna
verament is-sliem ta’ Kristu jekk ahna nfittxu dejjem dak 1li hu
veru, dak li hu xieraq, dak li hu gaddis, dak li hu safi, dak li jigbed
I-imhabba. u jisthoqqlu 1-gima u kull tifhir. F’dan il-kliem tal-Knis-
ja llum ghandna programm shih ta’ hajja; ghandna dak kollu li
Alla, jistenna minna biex jaghtina s-salvazzjoni. X’gieghed jitlobna
Alla llum? Iridna naghmlu dejjem dak li hu VERU; iridna ghal-
hekk naharbu l-gideb, il-kliem b’iehor, ma nonqsux mis-sincerita fi
Kkliemna u fl-imgiba kollha taghna, ma nurux haga b’ohra, nzommu
1-kelma taghna u ma ngarrqu b’hadd. L-inkwiet kollu li hawn fid-
dinja, il-girja ghall-armamenti tal-gwerra, il-biza’ ta’ gwerra ohra
i itsta’ twassal ghall-herba shiha tad-dinja kollha, gejjin min-nug-
gas ta’ sincerita fir-relazzjonijiet bejn il-mexxejja tal-gnus: ma jaf-
dawi lil xulxin, ma hemmx sincerita bejniethom, ighidu 1i jridu 1-
paci y dejjem izidu l-armi tal-gwerra u fihom jonfqu l-eluf ta’ eluf
ta’ flus li kien ikun ahjar kieku jintuzaw ha jtaffu l-guh u l-mizer-
ja 1li geghdin ibatu n-nies f’hafna pajjizi tad-dinja. U dan in-nug-
gas ta’ sinc¢erita u ta’ verita nsibuhom ukoll fir-relazzjonijiet taghna
bejnietna fil-hajja taghna ta’ kuljum — ghalhekk l-inkwiet fil-fa-
milji, il-glied bejn il-qraba, il-piki bejn il-partiti, il-firda fil-pajjiz.

Alla jridna naghmlu dak 1i hu xieraq, dak li hu TAJJEB u GUST
quddiemu: iridna naghtu lil kulhadd dak li hagqu, ma naghmlux lil
haddiehor dak 1li ma rridux 1i jsir lilna, naghtu l-hlas misthoqq tax-
xoghol li jsirilna, naqdu dmirijietna kif ghandu jkun qisna ged
nagdu mhux lill-bnedmin imma 1il Alla stess. L-ingustizzji, id-dis-
kriminazzjoni, huma raguni ohra ta’ hafna inkwiet fid-dinja u bejn
il-bnedmin: min garrab xi ingustizzja, min sab ruhu mwarrab min-
habba 1-fehmiet tieghu, jibga’ jzomm f’qalbu, ma jinsiex malajr, u
jitlef il-paci, u s-sliem jitbieghed mill-hajja tieghu ta’ kuljum.

Alla jridna nfittxu dak 1li hu QADDIS u SAFT, u nzommu ruhna
'l boghod minn kull haga li tista’ tniggisna: miz-zina, l-fahx, il-
kliem hazin, id-dagha ,i¢-¢ajt fieragh; iridna nevitaw kull haga u .
kull okkazjoni 1li thaxxi d-dinjita tal-bniedem ghal-livell tal-bhej- -
jem u ghall-hajja ta’ passjonijiet bla razan.

Alla jridna nfittxu dak kollu li jighed 1-IMHABBA u jisthogqlu
lI-gima u t-tifhir tan-nies. In-nies tad-dinja jafu japprezzaw l-im-
habba vera, dik li kapac¢i taghmel kull sagrifi¢¢ju, dik 1i ghandha s-
sisien taghha fil-galb tal-bniedem, u li aktar ma jghaddi z-Zmien
aktar tissahhah u ma tiddghajjef qatt minkejja t-tigrib kollha tal-
hajja ta’ kuljum fid-dinja. Id-dinja tal-lum ghadha taghraf u tap-
prezza 1-fedelta ghar-rabta taz-zwieg, l-imhabba ghall-familja, is-
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sagrificéju ghall-ohrajn, is-solidarjeta ma’ min hu batut hafna,
ghalkemm tgishom mhux hwejjeg poss1'bb11 ghall-kotra 1-kbira tal-
bnedmin.

Il-Knisja turina t-trig

Hu hawn gieghda tizbalja d-dinja tal-lum. Il-bnedmin kollha,
ta’ kull zmien u ta’ kull imkien, jistghu jfittxu dak 1i hu veru, dak
 1i hu xieraq, dak li hu gaddis u safi, dak li jigbed l-imhabba u jist-
hoqqlu gima u tifhir. Dan. ghaliex il-bniedem ghandu ’1 min jurih
kif ifittex dawn il-hwejjeg u fejn isibhom. Hija 1-Knisja ta’ Kristu
li turi lid-dinja. t-trig tal-verita u tat-tjieba li twasslu ghas-sliem
shih li tant jixtieq.

In-nugqgas ta’ verita u ta’ gustizzja u ta’ tjieba 1i maraw fid-
dinja huwa kollu konsegwenza tad-dnub. Id-dnub ghandu eghrugq
fil-fond tal-qalb tal-bniedem, u l-bniedem imjassar mid-dnub, tbhie-
ghed u dejjem aktar tbieghed minn Alla. Izda Alla ma riedx ihalli
l1-bniedem ghal dejjem imjassar mid-dnub; weghdu Salvatur, u
ghazel poplu ghalih biex fih izomm hajja l-weghda tas-Salvatur,
biex is-Salvatur tad-dinja johrog minn hdan dan il-poplu 1i Alla
ghazel ghalih.

Lil dan il-poplu Alla habbu b’imhabba liema bhalha, minkejja
li kien poplu ta’ ras iebsa u kemm-il darba garrbu u hadha kontra
tieghu. Biex jerga’ jigbdu lura lejh, Alla lil dan il-poplu kien jibgha-
tlu l-profeti tieghu biex iwiddbuh u jraggghuh lura lejh u jhedduh
b’kastigi horox jekk iwebbes rasu; u kull darba li dan il-poplu wara
1-kastig ta’ Alla kien jindem mill-ebusija ta’ rasu, Alla kien jerga’
jhabbu mieghu, sakemm Alla ma felahx izjed ghad-dnubiet tal-pop-
lu tieghu.

. L-ghanja ta’ 1-ghalqa tad-dwieli

Il-grajja ta’ dan il-poplu 1i Alla ghazel ghalih u ghamel patt
mieghu permezz ta’ Mose’ hdejn 1-gholja tas-Sinaj, il-profeta Isaija
jirrakkontahielna taht ix-xbieha tal-ghanja ta’ l-ghalga tad-dwieli
1i Alla hawwel ghalih, ghanja li 1-Knisja ssemmaghlna llum fl-ew-
wel gari tal-Quddiesa. X’ma ghamilx Alla ghall-ghalga tieghu? Izda
x’ha minnha? “Stennejtha taghmel gheneb tajjeb izda kull ma
ghamlet kien gheneb gares.” U meta Alla ra li kien kollu ghalxejn
dak 1li ghamel ghall-ghalga tieghu, hallieha ssir il-herba, hailla 1-
barranin ighaffgu fugha.

Il-grajja ta’ l-ghalga tad-dwieli jerga’ jtenniha Gesu fl-Evan-
gelju tal-lum, biex jurina 1i 1-ghalga tad-dwieli tieghu ma taghtux
gheneb tajjeb ghax qabbilha lill-bdiewa hziena, u meta baghat
ghandhom ghall-frott taghha sawtu jew aatlu l-daddejja tieghu, u
meta mbaghad baghtilhom 1lil ibnu stess gatluh ukoll.
 Bil-parabbola tieghu, taht ix-xbieha ta’ l-ghalqa tad-dwieli,
Gesu kompla I1-grajja tal-poplu li Alla ghazel ghalih fi Zmien
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il-patt il-gadim, u wassalha sa Zmienu stess. Il-poplu Lhudi, jew
ahjar il-mexxejja tieghu, qatt ma taw widen ghall-kelma tal-profe-
ti 1i Alla kien jibghatilnom biex isejhilhom lura ghall-harsien tal-li-
gi tieghu: kienu jhaggruhom, isawtuhom, jogtluhom; u meta Alla
baghat 1lil Ibnu stess ma ridux jisimghuh, galu li kellu xitan, ¢ah-
duh quddiem Ponzju Pilatu u tawh flidejn ir-Rumani biex isallbuh.

Il-poplu gid ta’ Alla

Ghalhekk Alla kien se jwarrabhom minnu, u jaghzel ghalih
poplu gdid, 1i jaghmel dejjem ir-rieda tieghu. Il-poplu gdid ta’ Alla
huwa ahna, il-poplu ta’ Il-imghammdin, migbur fisem it-Trinita
gaddisa minn kull poplu u gens u lsien u mazzjon. Imma l-poplu
Ii warrab lil Gesit mhux se jibga’ mwarrab ghal dejjem; ghad jasal
zmien — u dan galulna San Pawl xi #dud ilu — li dan il-poplu ghad
jara 1li f'Gestt — il-gebla 1i huma warrbu — f'Gestt biss tinsab is-
salvazzjoni, ghax ma hemmx isem iehor moghti lill-bnedmin 1i kih
jistghu jsalvaw.

Il-grajja tal-Lhud ghandha tkun ta’ taghlim ghalina, ghaliex,
ghalkemm il-Knisja —dan il-poplu gdid ta’ Alla — ocatt ma tigi
niegsa ghax il-bibien ta’ l1-infern ma jeghelbuhiex kif habbrilha
Gest, jista’ jigri 1i ahna bhala poplu nigu mwarrba, minn Alla min-
habba htijietna bhalma gew imwarrba 1-Lhud, bhalma gew imwar-
rba gnus ohra li tilfu 1-fidi. -

I1-fidi nitilfuha, jekk inwebbsu rasna ma’ Alla, jekk ma nfittxux
kull ma hu veru, kull ma hu gaddis, kull ma hu xieraq, kull ma hu
safi ,kull ma jigbed l-imhabba u hagau tifhir u gima.

Intennu ghalhekk illum it-talba tas-salm responsorjali tal-Qud-
diesa u ahna u naraw fliema gagnhda tinsab il-fidi taghna llum,
kemm qieghda tiddghajjef f’hafna minn hutna, kemm qgeghdin in-
hallu l-materjalizmu jinxtered dejjem aktar fostna, nghidulu’ lil
Alla: “Hares mis-sema u ara . . hu hsieb ir-rimja li int hawwilt
ghalik f’din I-art helwa li tatna isimha. Thalliniex nitbieghdu min-
nek. Reggaghna ghal li konna, o Alla ta’ l-ezercti, dawwal wiccek
fugna u nkunu salvi.
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Quddiem it-tigrib kollu li minnu ghaddejja 1-Knisja llum, nitol-
bu 1lil Alla jhares mis-sema fugna u bieghed minna kull tigrib ha
jreggaghna ghall-imhabba shiha tieghu kif konna fl-imghoddi.

Hares Mulej, mis-sema u ara minn kemm (tigrib ghaddejja 1-
Knisja tieghek f’dawn iz-zminijiet: dawwal wiccek fugha u ofirogha
rebbieha fuq is-setghat kollha tal-hazen.

Hu hsieb dak il-poplu 1i int ghazilt ghalik u mieghu ghamilt il-
patt tas-Sinaj permezz ta’ Mose’, u wasslu ghall-gharfien shih tal-
verita tieghek halli maghna jistqarr li Kristu hu I-Mulej.

Aghmel 1i 1-gnus kollha tad-dinja jeghelbu kull ma gieghed jif-
ridhom u jersqu lejn xulxin biex b’sincerita shiha u b’fiduc¢ja f’xulxin
ihabirku ghall-paci shiha fid-dinja.

Aghtina li dejjem infittxu dak li hu veru, xieraq, qaddis u safi,
biex ikollna s-sliem u l-hena tieghek.

Mulej Alla li tista’ kollox, zommilna galbna u mohhna fis-sliem
tieghek, sliem li jghaddi kull ma I-mofh jista’ jahseb, biex fost it-
taglib u t-tahwid kollu tal-hajja tal-lum, qlubna jkunu dejjem fis-
sod fik. Bi Kristu Sidna.
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1t-28 Hadd tas-sena

IL-MEJDA LI HEJJIELNA L-MULEJ

Il-poplu gdid ta’ Alla

Il-Hadd li ghadda rajna kif Alla warrab il-poplu li kien ghazel
ghalih fi zmien il-patt il-gadim minhabba l-ebusija ta’ rasu u floku
ghazel ghalih poplu gdid migbur minn kull gens u lsien -u nazzjon,
il-poplu ta’ l-imghammdin fl-ilma u l-Ispintu s-Santu, il-poplu li
hu 1-ghalqa gdida tad-dwieli 1i 1I-Mulej hawwel ghalih, il-merhla tar-
Raghaj it-tajjeb li fiha jrid jigma’ wkoll in-nghag kollha tieghu —
il-bnedmin kollha — li ghadhom mhumiex fiha.

Illum ukoll i1-Mulej ikellimna fuq dan il-poplu gdid tieghu, fuq
il-Knisja tieghu li hu waaqqaf fid-dinja u kiseb ghalih bid-Demm li
xerred fuq is-Salib ghas-salvazzjoni tad-dinja. Illum il-Knisja tie-
ghu ixebbahha ghall-mejda ta’ ikel fin u nbejjed tajba li hu hejja
fug 1-gholja ta’ Sijon u li ghaliha huma mistednin il-gnus kollha
ta’ 1-art. :

Il-bnedmin kollha huma msejhin ghal din il-mejda, imma kemm
ged iwiegbu ghall-istedina ta’ Alla? Hafna huma tant medhijin bid-
dinja 1i din l-istedina qed jirrifjutawha, anzi ged iZebilhu 1-messag-
giera li 1-Mulej jibghat fid-dinja ha jsejhu lill-bnedmin biex imorru
ghall-mejda li 1-Mulej hejjielhom.

Il-mejda tal-Kelma ta’ Alla

X’inhi din il-mejda li 1-Mulej ghandu mhejjija ghall-gnus koll-
ha ta’ 1-art? Hi l-mejda tal-Kelma ta’ Alla u l-mejda ewkaristika, li
fiha 1-Knisja 1i Kristu waqgaf tidher duddiem id-dinja bhala sinjal
ta’ salvazzjoni merfugh f'nofs il-gnus kollha.

II-Knisja ta’ Kristu ma, tieqaf qatt thabbar il-Kelma ta’ Alla lid-
dinja, u tghid lill-bnedmin kollha dak 1i hu tassew veru, tassew Xie-
raq, tassew safi, tassew jixraq lid-dinjita tal-bniedem, tassew jigbed
l1-imhabba. Imma kemm jaghtu widen in-nies tad-dinja tal-lum
ghall-Kelma, ta’ Alla li twassalhilhom il-Knisja? Kemm appelli tul
dawn l-ahhar sbatax-il sena ghamlet il-Knisja ghall-paci kull 1-ew-
wel tas-sena? Kemm taw widen ghat-tghalim dwar il-qdusija u d-
dinjita tax-xoghol tal-bniedem, dwar is-sahha tal-familja ghall-har-
sien tad-dinjita tal-bniedem u dwar ir-rabta taz-zwieg? L-istess in-
sara, l-istess membri tal-Knisja ftit ged jaghtu widen ghal din il-
Kelma, u jippruvaw ifissruha kif jagblilhom. Qeghdin jaghmlu
bhall-mistednin tal-parabbola ta’ I-Evangelju tal-lum, li meta wasal
il-waqt 1i jmorru ghall-festa tat-tieg ta’ ibe n'is-sultan, kollha sabu
xi skuza: min mar l-ghalga, min mar ghan-negozju tieghu, u min
wasal ukoll biex jehodha kontra dawk li wasslulu l-istedina.
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Kull nhar ta’ Hadd il-Knisja thejji 1-mejda tal-Kelma, ta’ Alla
ghal uliedha waqt i¢-celebrazzjoni tal-Quddiesa, imma minn dawk
li geghdin jiehdu sehem fil-Quddiesa kemm minnhom jilqughha
b’qalbhom u jghozzuha u jehduha bhala programm ta’ hajjithom
fid-dinja? Xi whud ighawguha kif jagbel lilhom, u ghalhekk ma
tibgax ghalihom il-Kelma. ta’ Alla, ohrajn igisuha bhala kelma ta’
bniedem u mhux bhala kelma ta’ Alla u ghalhekk ma jaghtux kaz
taghha, ohrajn ighidu li ma tghoddx ghalihom imma ghal hadd-
iehor. U dan kollu jaghmluh ghaliex medhijin fl-interessi taghhom
ta’ din id-dinja, ghaliex il-Kelma ta’ Alla gieghda ¢canfarhom min-
habba l-imgiba hazina taghhom, ghaliex gieghda theddidhom bil-
kastig ta’ l-infern. U ghalhekk jakkuzaw lis-sacerdoti, u lill-isqfijiet,
u wkoll jaslu biex jakkuzaw lill-istess Papa, 1li ged jindahlu fejn ma
ghandhomzx, li mhux ged ighallmu t-taghlim veru ta’ Kristu, 1i moh-
hom aktar li jsahhu s-setgha taghhom u 1-gid taghhom fid-dinja
milli jxandru u jghixu 1-Evangelju.

Il-libsa tat-tieg

Ghalhekk 1il dawn in-nies li geghdin ighalau widnejhom ghall-
Kelma ta’ Alla u jghawguha, il-Mulej iwarrabhom minnu, u flok-
hom isejjah lill-imsejknin u 1-fogra u l-umli biex jiehdulhom post-
hom fil-Knisja tal-Mulej. !

Izda, dawn iz-zghar ukoll 1i 1-Mulej isejjah ghall-mejda. tieghu,
irid ikollhom il-libsa tat-tieg jekk iridu jiehdu sehem mill-ikla tal-
Mulej. X’inhi din il-libsa tat-tieg?

Dawk li jigu msejha jridu jilgghu l-istedina bis-sincerita kollha
ta’ gqalbhom, iridu jfittxu dejjem dak li hu veru, xieraq, safi u gaddis;
iridu jkunu lesti ji¢cahhdu minn kull haga li ma toghgobx 1il Alla
u ma tixragx l-isem ta’ nsara li jgibu. Hekk biss ikunu jistghu jieh-
du sehem mill-ikla tal-Mulej, 1-ikla ewkaristika, li ghaliha 1-Mulej
jistedinna kull nhar ta’ Hadd, kuljum jekk irridu.

Min mhuwiex safi f’qalbu, fi kliemu, fl-imgiba tieghu; min mhu-
wiex sin¢ier f’eghmilu kollu imma jimxi bil-qerq ma’ l-ohrajn; min
ma ghandux imhabba ghal ghajru u ghalhekk mhux kapac¢i jinsa
kollox, jissaporti kollox, ma jfittixx dak 1li hu tieghu; ma jafx jagh-
der, jahfer u jistabar b’kollox; dan ma ghandux jiehu sehem fl-ik-
la. tal-Mulej.

Forsi jkun hemm min ighidlek li hija haga iebsa wisq ghalih
jaghmel dan kollu biex ikun jista’ jersad ghall-mejda tal-Mulej
b’ruhu safja minn kull tebgha ta’ dnub u tingis tad-dinja. Hu ghal-
hekk, ighidlek, 1li hafna jigu ghall-Quddiesa, imma ma, jersqux jit-
garbnu. Izda min ighid hekk hu nieges mill-fidi, ma jemminx 1i jkun
jista’ jiflah ghal kollox bis-sahha tal-grazzja ta’ Alla, kif ighidilna
San Pawl fit-tieni gari tal-lum. Tant ghadda minn tigrib San Pawl
li, kieku ma kienx jemmen fl-ghajnuna ta’ Alla li gatt ma nagsitu,
kien zgur jaata’ qalbu. Ghalhekk lill-Filippin ighidilhom: “Kollox
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niflah bis-sahha ta’ Dak li jgawwini.” Bhalu nistghu nghidu ahna
wkoll jekk tassew nemmnu fl-ghajnuna ta’ Alla jekk tassew ghand-
na l-istess fidi 1j kellu San Pawl.

Kollox nistghu b’Dak Ui jogawwina

Alla, jieqaf maghna tul hajjitna kollha, u jaghtina - 1-grazzji
kollha li nehtiegu biex infittxu dak kollu li huwa veru, qaddis u
safi. Fil-laggha taghna ta’ kull nhar ta’ Hadd mal-Mulej ghall-Qud-
diesa, dan li jaghmel il-Mulej maghna: bil-Kelma tieghu jgangal
fina 1-fidi taghna fl-ghajnuna tieghu, jaghmilhielna fidi hajja,
kollha hegga ghall-eghmil it-tajjeb. Imsahhin minn din il-fidi tagh-
na Dak li jgawwina, ma nsibuhiex bi taila 1i naghmlu dak kollu 1i
hu xieraq quddiem Alla, ma nsibuhiex bi tqila li nghixu fl-imhabba
ta’ kulhadd, u ghalhekk ikollna dik il-libsa tat-tieg li nehtiegu biex
niehdu sehem fl-ikla tal-Mulej.

Inroddu hajr lil Alla ta’ dan ghaliex hu, bhala r-Raghaj it-taj-
jeb taghna, jaghraf imexxina mill-widien mudlama tad-dinja tad-
dnub sal-merghat ta’ dejjem billi jhejji mejda ghalina quddiem 1-
eghdewwa Kkollha ta’ ruhna. Minn din il-mejda li hi 1-Ewkaristija
ghandna niksbu l-ghajnuna kollha li nehtiegu biex neghilbu l-ha-
zen kollu li hawn fina u madwarna u safja u bla tebgha nghammru
bl-imhabba f'dar il-Mulej, fil-Knisja tieghu, tul iz-zminijiet kollha
ta’ hajjitna fid-dinja sa ma jasal il-waat li midhlu fl-ghamara ta’
dejjem.
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Ahna u nroddu hajr lil Alla llum ghaliex ghogbu jistedinna
ghall-mejda li hu hejja ghalina, nitolbuh I-ghajnuna biex minn din
il-mejda tieghu niksbu l-qawwa kollha li nehtiegu biex inkunu dej-
jem fidili lejh.

Kun dejjem mal-Knisja tieghek, Mulej, hija u thejji f'ismek
mad-dinja kollha I-mejda tal-Kelma tieghek u ta’ 1-Ewkaristija.

Aghmel li minn tlugh ix-xemx sa nzulha, f’kull imkien fid-din-
ja, jitla’ quddiemek it-tifhir u r-radd il-hajr tal-poplu tieghek huwa
u jissieheb fil-mejda li int hejjejt ghalih.

Dawwal il-fehma ta’ dawk hutna 1i jilgghu l-istedina tieghek
u jiehdu sehem mill-mejda tal-Kelma tieghek, izda mbaghad ma
jersqux ghall-ikla ewkaristika 1i int thejji ghalihom, biex jifhmu li
t-tishib shih fil-mejda tieghek isehh bit-tqarbina ewkaristika.

Wettaqna bl-ikel mis-sema biex ma nibzghux minn ebda hsa-
ra ahna u mexjin mill-widien mudlama ta’ din id-dinja ghax nafu
li int maghna u wens ghalina.

Mulej Alla 1i tista’ kollox, ahna nroddulek hajr, ghaliex ghog-
bok thejji ghalina 1-mejda tieghek; aghmel li din l-ikla tieghek tkun
dejjem ghalina ghajn ta’ grazzja u sliem u rahan tal-hajja ta’ dej-
jem. Bi Kristu Sidna.
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