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BULLETTIN TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI

U CA THER
LITURGIJA TAL-KELMA iy V’CEToT? /L
WAL TA

ITTRA TAL-PAPA GWANN PAWLU II LIS-SACERDOTI KOLLHA
FL-OKKAZJONI TA’ HAMIS IX-XIRKA

Eghziez huti sacerdoti,
Hamis ix-Xirka, il-festa tas-sacerdoti

1. Mill-gdid wasalna biex ni¢celebraw Hamis, ix-Xirka, il-jum li fih
il-Mulej Gesti wagqgaf 1-Ewkaristija u fl-istess hin waggaf ukoll is-sacer-
dozju ministerjali. “Hu li kien habb lil tieghu li kienu fid-dinja habbhom
ghall-ahhar”.! Bhala r-raghaj it-tajjeb hu kien se jaghti hajtu ghan-nghag
tieghu,? biex isalva l-bniedem, ihabbu mill-gdid mal-Missier u jaghtih hajja
gdida. U, fl-Ahhar Ikla tieghu ma’ 1-Appostli, offrielhom bhala ikel il-Gisem
tieghu moghti ghalihom, id-Demm tieghu mxerred ghalihom.

Dan il-jum, kull sena, hu jum importanti hafna ghall-insara kollha:
bhall-ewwel dixxipli huma jigu biex jir¢ievu 1-Gisem u d-Demm tal-Mulej
fil-ghaxija waqt i¢-¢elebrazzjoni tal-Liturgija li ggedded 1-Ahhar Ikla tal-
Mulej. Jir¢ievu minghand il-Feddej l-ahhar xewqat tieghu dwar l-imhab-
ba ta’ l-ahwa bejniethom, imhabba li ghandha tmexxihom tul hajjithom
kollha; jigu wkoll biex jishru miegnu halli mbaghad jinghaqdu mieghu fil-
Passjoni tieghu. Intom stess tigbruhom flimkien u tmexxuhom fit-talb
taghhom.

Imma dan il-jum hu b’mod specjali importanti hafna ghalina, eghziez
sacerdoti huti. Hu jum il-festa tas-sacerdoti. Hu jum it-twelid tas-sa-
¢erdozju taghna, li hu tishib fis-sacerdozju wahdieni ta’ Kristu, il-Medjatur
taghna. F’dan il-jum is-sacerdoti kollha tad-dinja huma mistiedna jikkon-
celebraw 1-Ewkaristija mal-isqfijiet taghhom, u flimkien maghhom igeddu
l-wegndiet taghhom li jimpenjaw ruhhom ghall-qadi ta’ Kristu u l-Knisja
tieghu.

- Kif tafu, jien inhossni qrib hafna kull wiehed minnkom f’dan il-jum.
U, kif ghamilt kull sena, b’sinjal tar-rabta sagramentali li hemm bejniet-
na minhabba s-sacerdozju taghna, u mgangal mill-istima u l-imhabba i
ghandi ghalikom u mid-dmir li ghandi li nwettaq lil huti fil-qadi tal-Mulej,
nixtieq nibghatilkom din l-ittra biex nghinkom tgajmu fikom id-don li gie
moghti lilkom bit-tqeghid ta’ l-idejn®. Is-sacerdozju ministerjali li hu xor-
tina, hu wkoll is-sejha u l-grazzja taghna; u jimmarkalna hajjitna kollha
bis-sigill tal-qadi ghas-salvazzjoni ta’ l-erwieh, qadi tant mehtieg u tant
jitlob sagrifi¢¢ji. Imexxuna f’dan il-qadi ghadd kbir ta’ sacerdoti li gew
gabilna.
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L-ezempju liema bhalu tal-Kurat ta’ Ars

2. Wiehed mis-sacerdoti li gew gabilna, u li, b’'mod partikulari, il-
Knisja mhux se tinsa qatt, u li se tfakkar b’mod specjali din is-sena, f’egh-
. luq il-mitejn sena minn twelidu, hu San Gwann Marija Vianney, il-Kurat

ta’ Ars.

Flimkien irridu nroddu hajr 1lil Kristu, il-Prin¢ep tar-Raghajja, ghal
dan l-ezempju hekk tal-ghageb ta’ hajja sacerdotali u ta’ gadi li 1-Kurat
ta’ Ars joffri lill-Knisja kollha, u l-aktar lilna s-sacerdoti.

Kemm minna hejjew ruhhom ghas-sacerdozju billi zammew quddiem
ghajnejhom l-ezempju tal-Kurat ta’ Ars, jew kemm minna geghdin jagh-
mlu dan illum huma u jagdu d-dmir iebes taghhom ghas-salvazzjoni tal-
erwieh! L-ezempju tieghu ma hu se jintesa qatt. Illum aktar minn gabel
nehtiegu x-xhieda tieghu u t-talb tieghu, biex naffrontaw il-qaghda ta’ zmi-
nijietna, meta, minkejja ghadd ta’ sinjali 1li jimlewna bit-tama, ix-xandir
tal-Evangelju hu mfixkel u migjub fix-xejn b’sekularizzazzjoni li dejjem
gieghda tikber, meta d-dixxiplina spiritwali gieghda tigi dejjem aktar tras-
kurata, meta hafna geghdin jitilfu d-dehra tas-Saltna ta’ Alla, meta wkoll,
fost is-sacerdoti li geghdin jagdmu ministeru pastorali, xi whud medhijin
biss bl-aspett soc¢jali tal-hidma taghhom, hsiebhom kwazi biss f’ghaniet ta’
din id-dinja. Mitt sena ilu l-kurat ta’ Ars kellu jhabbat wiccu ma’ diffi-
kultajiet ta’ sura onra, izda diffikultajiet serji wkoll. Hajtu u Il-hidma
tieghu kollha kienu l-isfida kbira tal-Evangelju ghal zmienu, sfida li tat
frott kotran u tal-ghageb ta’ konversjonijiet. Illum ukoll nistghu nkunu
zguri li hu qgieghed jipprezentalna din l-isfida kbira tal-Evangelju.

Ghalhekk nistedinkom tahsbu dwar is-sacerdozju taghkom billi zzZom-
mu quddiemkom l-ezempju ta’ dan is-sacerdot, ma hemmx iehor bhalu, 1i
ghex il-ministeru sacerdotali fil-milja kollha tieghu, u tana eZempju ta’ xX’in-
hi l-qdusija tas-sacerdot.

Kif tafu, San Gwann Marija Vianney miet f’Ars fl-4 ta’ Awissu 1859
wara xi erbghin sena hajja moghtija kollha kemm hi ghal ministeru li
kien jifnih. Miet ta’ 73 sena. Meta wasal Ars, ir-rahal ma Kkienx hlief post
zghir u mhux maghruf tad-djocesi ta’ Lyon, illum fid-djocesi ta’ Belley.
Fi tmiem hajtu, nies minn kullimkien fi Franza kienu geghdin imorru Ars,
u l-fama ta’ qdusitu, wara li Alla sejjahlu ghandu, gibdet l-attenzjoni tal-
Knisja universali. San Piju X ibbeatifikah fl-1905, Piju XI ikkanonizzah fl-
1925 u mbaghad fI-1929 iddikjarah patrun tal-kappillani kollha fid-dinja.
Eghlug il-mitt sena minn mewtu, il-Papa Gwanni XXIII kiteb ittra encik-
lika Nostri sacerdotii primitias, u biha wera lill-Kurat ta’ Ars bhala ezem-
pju ta’ hajja sacerdotali u axxetika, ezempju ta’ tjieba u ta’ gima ghall-
Ewkaristija, ezempju ta’ hegga pastorali, u dan fid-dawl tal-htigijiet taz-
zminijiet taghna. B’din l-ittra jien irrid ingieghelkom tqgisu biss xi punti
importanti li jistghu jghinuna nagharfu mill-gdid u nghixu ahjar is-sacer-
dozju taghna.

IL-HAJJA TASSEW TA’ L-GHAGEB TAL-KURAT TA’ ARS
Ir-rieda tieghu ta’ l-ghageb fit-thejjija ghas-sacerdozju -

3. Il-Kurat ta’ Ars hu tassew ezempju ta’ rieda soda ghal dawk li
geghdin ihejju ruhhom ghas-sacerdozju. Hafna mill-provi, li wahda wara
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l-ohra, ghadda minnhom, setghu gatghulu galbu: l-effetti tat-tagliba li ga-
bet ir-Rivoluzzjoni Franciza, in-nuggas ta’ opportunitajiet ghall-edukazzjo-
ni li kien hemm fl-ambjent tal-kampanja fejn trabba, il-fatt li missieru
ma Kkien juri ebda hajra li ibnu jitghallem, il-htiega li kien hemm ghalih
li jghin fix-xoghol f’eghlieqi, il-perikoli tas-servizz militari. U barra dan
kollu, minkejja li kien intelligenti u kull haga Kkien jixrobha malajr u min-
kejja s-sensibilita hajja tieghu, kien isibha haga iebsa hafna jitghallem u
jiftakar dak li kienu jghallmuh, u ghalhekk ma setax jimxi ’l quddiem
fl-istudju tat-Teologija, li kien isir bil-Latin, u kellu jhalli s-Seminarju ta’
Lyon. Izda meta giet maghrufa sewwa s-sinceritd tal-vokazzjoni tieghu,
ta’ 29 sena, gie ordnat sacerdot. Bil-qawwa tar-rieda tieghu, fix-xoghol u
fit-talb, seta’ jeghleb it-tfixkil kollu u n-nuqgasijiet kollha tieghu, l-istess
kif ghamel imbaghad tul hajtu bhala sacerdot, bil-perseveranza tieghu fit-
thejjija tal-priedki li kien jaghmel, thejjija 1i kienet tiswielu hafna tahbit,
jew bis-sighat li kien ighaddi filghaxija jaqra 1-kotba tat-teologi u tal-kit-
tieba spiritwali. Minn zoghzitu kellu xewqa kbira li “jirbah erwieh ghal
Alla t-tajjeb” bhala sacerdot; u f’din il-haga Kkellu 1-fiducja tal-kappillan
tal-parrocca tal-qrib ta’ Ecully; dan gatt ma ddubita mill-vokazzjoni tal-
Kurat ta’ Ars u ha hsieb ta’ parti sewwa tat-tahrig tieghu. X’ezempju ta’
kuragg ghal dawk kollha li llum geghdin ikollhom il-grazzja tal-vokazzjoni
sacerdotali!

Il-kobor tal-imhabba tieghu ghal Alla u ghall-erwieh

4. Il-Kurat ta’ Ars hu ezempju ta’ hegga sacerdotali ghar-raghajja
kollha tal-erwieh. Is-sigriet tal-generozita kollha tieghu kien.zgur l-im-
habba kbira li kellu ghal Alla: kienet imhabba bla gjies, imhabba 1i kienet
twegiba bla heda ghall-imhabba li wriena Kristu msallab. Ghalhekk kien
jixtieq jaghmel minn kollox biex isalva l-erwieh mifdijin minn Kristu bi
prezz hekk gholi, ha jreggaghhom lura ghall-imhabba ta’ Alla. Ha nsemmu
frazi wahda biss, frazi li tolgtok, mill-hafna li kien jaghraf ighid: “Is-sacer-
dozju hu l-imhabba tal-Qalb ta’ Gesi.” Fil-prietki u fil-katekezi tieghu kien
dejjem jitkellem dwar din l-imhabba: “Alla tieghi, nixtieq aktar immut
inhobbok, milli nghix mument wiehed minghajr ma nhobbok... Inhobbok,
o Salvatur divin tieghi, ghax int issallabt ghalina... ghax sallabtni ghalik.”*

Ghall-imhabba ta’ Kristu fittex dejjem jaghmel dak li Kristu fl-Evan-
gelju kien jitlob mid-dixxipli li hu jibghat: talb, faqar, umilta, ¢ahda tie-
ghek innifsek, penitenza minn rajk, Bnal Kristu kellu mhabba hekk kbira
ghall-merhla tieghu 1i kienet twasslu ghall-impenn pastorali shih u ghas-
sagrificcju tieghu nnifsu. Ftit kienu l-kappillani li hassew bhalu r-res-
ponsabbiltajiet taghhom, tant kellu Xewqa kbira li jehles lin-nies minn
dnubiethom u mill-bruda taghhom. “Alla tieghi, aghtini I-konversjoni tal-
parrocca tieghi: jien lest inbati kull ma trid int, tul hajti kollha.”

Eghziez sacerdoti huti, imgawwija mill-Kon¢ilju Vatikan II li gharaf
juri sewwa xX’inhi l-konsagrazzjoni sacerdotali fi hdan il-missjoni pas-
torali tieghu, ninghagdu ma’ San Gwann Marija Vianney biex infittxu I-
qawwa ghall-hegga pastorali taghna fil-Qalb ta’ Gest, u fl-imhabba tieghu
ghall-erwieh. Jekk ma nfittxux il-qawwa li nehtiegu minn hawn, nissug-
raw li l-ministeru taghna se jkollu biss ftit frott!
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Il-hafna frott ta’ I-ghageb tal-ministeru tal-Kurat ta’ Ars

5. Il-frott tal-hidma tal-Kurat ta’ Ars kien tassew tal-ghageb, l-is-
tess bhal dak ta’ Kristu fl-Evangelju. Permezz ta’ San Gwann Marija
Vianney li ta sahhtu kollha u galbu kollha lil Gesl, il-Mulej salva hafna
erwien. Il-Feddej fdahomlu bil-kotra f’idejh.

L-ewwelnett, il-parro¢éa tieghu li kienet tghodd 230 ruh meta wasal
fiha, hu bidilha ghal kollox. Ta’ min jiftakar li fost l-irgiel tar-rahal haf-
na ma kien jimpurtahom minn xejn u ftit kienu jipprattikaw ir-religjon. L-
isqof kien wissa b’din il-haga lil San Gwann Marija Vianney: “Ma tantx
hemm imhabba ghal Alla f’dik il-parroc¢ca; int trid iddahhal xi ftit.” Izda
malajr hafna, hafna ’l boghod mir-rahal ta’ Ars, San Gwann Marija Vianney
sar il-kappillan ta’ kotra kbira ta’ nies gejjin mill-inhawi kollha ta’ Ars,
minn hafna postijiet fi-Franza, u minn hafna pajjizi ohra. Jinghad li fis-
sena 1858 f’Ars marru tmenin elf ruh! Xi whud Kkienu jdumu granet jis-
tennew biex jarawh, biex igerru ghandu. Ma Kkinitx biss il-kurzita li kienet
tigbidhom lejh, u lanqas il-fama li kiseb minhabba 1-mirakli u 1-hafna fej-
gan ta’ l-ghageb li kien jaghmel u li kieku kien irid iZzomm mohbija. Kien
aktar jigbed in-nies lejh ghax kienu se jiltaqghu ma’ qaddis, ta’ l-ghageb
fil-penitenzi tieghu, hekk qrib lejn Alla fit-talb tieghu, hekk tal-ghageb fl-
hena tal-galb u l-umiltd tieghu fost tant popolarita, u fuq kollox wiehed
li kien jifhem malajr il-qaghda fir-ruh ta’ dawk li kienu jersqu lejh u jeh-
lishom mit-toqol tagnhom, l-aktar fil-qrar. Iva, Alla ghazel bhala ezempju
ghall-kappillani wiehed li seta’ jidher fqir, dghajjef, bla hila u mistmerr
quddiem il-bnedmin.® Zejnu bl-ahjar doni tieghu biex ikun mexxej li jfej-
jaq l-erwieh.

Wagqt li nagharfu l-grazzji specjali moghtija Iill- Kurat ta’ Ars, hajtu

m’hijiex sinjal ta’ tama ghal dawk il-kappillani llum li jinsabu mgarrbin
ghax gishom geghdin ighixu f’dezert spiritwali?

L-AQWA EGHMIL TAL-MINISTERU TAL-KURAT TA’ ARS

Metodi differenti ta’ appostolat f’dak li hu mehtieg

6. San Gwann Marija Vianney fittex fuqg kollox li jghallem il-fidi u
jsaffi l-kuxjenzi mid-dnub, Zewg ministeri li jridu jwasslu ghall-Ewkaristi-
ja. Ma ghandniex naraw f’dan, illum ukoll, it-tliet ghaniet ewlenin tal-gadi
pastorali tas-sacerdot?

L-ghan tal-hidma pastorali zgur hu 1i jigbor il-poplu ta’ Alla. kellu
kemm hu madwar il-misteru tal-Ewkaristija permegz tal-katekezi u I-pe-
nitenza, izda huma mehtiega wkoll metodi ohra ta’ apostolat, li jinbidlu
skond ic¢-cirkostanzi. Xi kull tant hi bizzejjed il-presenza biss tas-sacer-
dot, tul is-snin, bix-xhieda siekta tal-fidi tieghu f'nofs ambjent mhux nis-
rani; drabi ohra bizzejjed li wiehed ikun grib -in-nies, il-familji, fl-inkwiet
u. t-thassib taghhom; drabi ohra hija t-thabbira tal-Evangelju ghall-ewwel
darba biex tgangal il-fidi ta’ dawk li ma jemmnux jew huma bierda; drabi
ohra hija x-xhieda tal-imhabba u tal-gustizzja flimkien ma’ laj¢i nsara li
twassal biex titwemmen aktar il-fidi, ghax juru li geghdin ighixuha. Dan
kollu jaghti bidu gnall- hafna att1v1tapet u eghmejjel ta’ appostolat li jhejju
jew ikomplu t-trawwiem nisrani tan-nies. Il-Kurat ta’ Ars kien ihabbel
fuq li jhabbel mohhu biex johloq inizjattivi jagblu ghal Zmienu u ghall-
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parrucéani tieghu. Izda dawn il-hidmiet kollha kellhom dejjem bhala
¢entru taghhom I-Ewkaristija, il-katekezi, u s-sagrament tar-rikonciljaz-
zjoni.

Is-Sagrament tar-Rikon¢iljazzjoni

7. Zgur kienet il-negga bla mistrieh tieghu ghas-Sagrament tar-Ri-
konciljazzjoni li wriet x’kien il-karizma ewlieni tal-Kurat ta’ Ars u ghaliex
kien hekk maghruf. Tkun haga tajba jekk ezempju bhal dan igawwilna
galbna Ilum halli nhabirku biex is-Sagrament tar-Rikonciljazzjoni jkollu dik
l-attenzjoni li tixraqlu u li s-Sinodu tal-isgfijiet tas-sena 1983 tant insista
fugha.® Jekk il-ministri tal-Knisja ma jhabirkux bla heda biex iheggu u
jhajru ghall-konversjoni, ghall-penitenza, ghat-talba ghall-mahfra, it-tigdid
li tant nixtiequ ghas-Sagrament tar-Rikonciljazzjoni jibga’ haga superfic-
jali, jibga’ holma.

L-ewwel hsieb tal-Kurat ta’Ars kien dak li jghaliem lill-insara x-xew-
ga ghall-indiema. Kien jinsisti fuq il-gmiel tal-mahfra ta’ Alla. Ma tahx
il-hajja kollha tieghu bhala sacerdot, u sahhtu wkoll, ghall-konversjoni tal-
midinbin? U I-hniena ta’ Alla wriet ruhha l-aktar fil-konfessinarju. Ghal-
hekk gatt ma xtaq jehles min-nies 1i kienu jigu ghandu minn kullimkien,
u ghalihom spiss kien jaghti ghaxar sighat kuljum u xi drabi hmistax-il
siegha jew aktar.. Ghalih dan kien Zgur l-agwa eghmil ta’ mortifikazzjo-
ni, sura ta’ martirju. L-ewwelnett, kien sura ta’ martirju materjali min-
habba s-shana jew il-bard, jew il-qtigh tan-nifs b’dawk in-nies Kkollha jis-
tennew. Imbaghad kien ukoll sura ta’ martirju morali ghax hu stess kien
ibati minhabba d-dnubiet li kienu jgerrulu u wisq aktar kien ibati min-
habba n-nuqgas ta’ ndiema tan-nies. “Nibki ghax intom ma tibkux”. Qud-
diem nies li ma kien jimpurtahom minn xejn, li hu kien jilga’ mill-ahjar
li jista’ u jipprova jgangal fihom l-imhabba ghal Alla, il-Mulej tah i jik-
konverti midinbin kbar li kienu tassew niedma minn dnubiethom, u tah
ukoll li jwassal gnall-perfezzjoni nies li kellhom ghatx kbir ghaliha. Kien
l-aktar f’dan li 1-Mulej sejjahlu biex ikollu sehem fil-Fidwa.,

Ahna gharafna mill-gdid, illum aktar minn mitt sena ilu, l-aspett ko-
munitarju tal-penitenza, fit-thejjija ghall-mahfra u fir-radd il-hajr wara I-
mahfra. Izda l-mahfra sagramentali dejjem titlob laggha personali ma’
Kristu msallab permezz tal-ministru tar-rikon¢iljazzjoni.” Illum, spiss, ja-
hasra, il-midinbin ma jhaffux bil-hegga kollha ghall-qrar, kif kienu jagh-
mlu fi' Zmien il-Kurat ta’ Ars. Illum, ghadd kbir ta’ nsara hallew il-qrar
ghal kollox, ghal hafna ragunijiet, u dan juri l-htiega li nizviluppaw bla
ebda dewmien pjan ta’ hidma pastorali favur is-Sagrament tar-Rikonciljaz-
zjoni. Dan naghmluh billi bla heda nfakkru lill-insara kollha fil-htiega li
jkollhom tassew relazzjoni ma’ Alla, 1i jnossu li huma geghdin jaghmlu
dnub meta jinghalqu ghal Alla u ghall-bnedmin l-ohra, li jhossu l-htiega
li jikkonvertu u bil-ministeru tal-Knisja jiksbu l-mahfra bhala don ta’ Alla.
Jehtiegu wkoll min ifakkarhom x’ghandhom jaghmlu biex is-sdagrament jigi
celebrat kif ghandu jkun, biex jirbnu 1-pregudizzji u 1-biza’ fieragh li jista’
jkollhom u biex il-grar ma jsirilhomx rutina.® Qaghda bhal din titlob li
ahna nkunu dejjem lesti-nagdu minnufih dan il-ministeru fal-mahfra, lesti
biex naghtuh il-hsieb u l-hin kollu 1li jkun mehtieg, anzi, inzid nghid, li
‘niddedikaw ruhna ghal dan. 'il-ministeru aktar milli ghal kull hidma ohra.
L-insara mbaghad jagharfu x’siwi nkunu naghtu lil dan il-ministeru, kif
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kien jaghtih il-Kurat ta’ Ars.

Veru li, kif ktibt fl-esortazzjoni post-sinodali dwar il-Penitenza,'® il-
ministeru tar-rikonciljazzjoni jibga’ dejjem il-ministeru l-aktar iebes, l-ak-
tar delikat, l-aktar tqgil u l-aktar li jghejjik, specjalment fejn is-sacerdoti
huma ftit. Dan il-ministeru jitlob kwalitajiet umani specjali f'min jaqdih,
u aktar u aktar hajja spiritwali sinciera u mhegga; u jehtieg ukoll li s-
sacerdot jersaq regolarment lejn dan is-sagrament.

Kunu dejjem konvinti minn dan, eghziez sacerdoti huti; dan il-mi-
nisteru tal-hniena huwa l-isbah ministeru taghna, l-aktar li hu ta’ farag
ghalina. Bih intom tistghu ddawlu I-kuxjenzi tan-nies, tahfrulhom u tagh-
tuhom hajja gdida f’isem il-Mulej Gest. Jaghtikom li tkunu ghan-nies tob-
ba u kunsillieri tar-ruh; huwa ‘“dehra ma hemmx ohra bhalha u prova ta’
x’inhu 1-ministeru sacerdotali.”**

L-Ewkaristija: i¢c-¢elebrazzjoni tal-Quddiesa, it-tqarbin, l-adorazzjoni

8. Iz-zewg sagramenti tal-Ewkaristija u tar-Rikonciljazzjoni jibqghu
marbutin hafna ma’ xulxin. Minghajr konversjoni li dejjem tiggedded, min-
ghajr il-grazzja sagramentali tal-mahfra, it-tishib fl-Ewkaristija ma jilhagx
il-qofol tal-qawwa fejjieda tieghu.'* Kif Kristu beda l-ministeru tieghu bil-
kliem: “Indmu u emmnu 1-Bxara t-tajba’’® hekk ukoll il-Kurat ta’ Ars ge-
neralment Kien jibda kull jum tieghu bil-ministeru tal-mahfra. Imma Kkien
hieni li jwassal lejn 1-Ewkaristija l-penitenti 1i kien ihabbeb ma’ Alla.

L-Ewkaristija kienet il-qofol tal-hajja spiritwali tieghu u tal-nidma
pastorali tieghu. Hu qal: “L-eghmejjel kollha tajba migburin flimkien m’hu-
miex dags is-sagrific¢ju tal-Quddiesa, ghaliex huma eghmil tal-bnedmin, u
1-Quddiesa hi eghmil ta’ Alla.”** Hu permezz tal-Quddiesa li s-sagrificc¢ju
tal-Kalvarju llum isehh ghas-salvazzjoni tad-dinja. Iva, is-sacerdot irid
ighaqqad l-offerta tieghu nnifsu ta’ kuljum ma’ l-offerta tal-Quddiesa:
“Kemm jaghmel sewwa, ghalhekk, is-sacerdot 1i joffri lilu nnifsu lil Alla
kull filghodu.”*s “It-tgarbin u s-Sagrifi¢¢ju tal-Quddiesa huma z-zewg egh-
mejjel l-aktar qawwija biex jiksbu l-konversjoni tal-qlub.”*®

I1-Quddiesa ghalhekk kienet ta’ ferh u ta’ farag kbir ghal San Gwann
Marija Vianney fil-hajja tieghu bhala sacerdot. Minkejja 1-folol ta’ peni-
tenti jistennewh, kien ifittex dejjem 1i jghaddi kwarta ta’ thejjija fis-skiet
ghall-Quddiesa. Kien igaddes b’gabra kbira, u juri car l-adorazzjoni tieghu
wagqt il-konsagrazzjoni u t-tgarbin. Qal sewwa: “Is-sacerdoti jallaxkaw
ghax ma joqoghdux attenti ghall-Quddiesa.”!"

Il-Kurat ta’ Ars kien b’mod specjali hsiebu fil-presenza reali ta’ Kristu
fl-Ewkaristija. Generalment kien ikun quddiem it-tabernakiu 1i kien ighad-
di sighat shah ta’ adorazzjoni, gabel jisbah jew filghaxija. Kien lejn it-ta-
bernaklu 1li kien idur spiss waqt il-priedki tieghu, u kollu mqganqgal ighid:
“Hemm qieghed hu!” Kien ghalhekk ukoll li hu ma kienx jogghod jah-
sibha darbtejn li jonfoq hafna flus ha jzejjen il-knisja waqt li f’daru kien
hemm faqar kbir. Ir-rizultat ta’ dan kollu kien li I-parrué¢céani malajr kisbu
d-drawwa li jmorru jitolbu quddiem Gesu Sagramentat, u hekk isibu, per-
mezz tal-imgiba tal-kappillan taghhom, il-kobor u I-gmiel tal-misteru tal-
fidi.

B’xbieha bhal din quddiemna, ahna ghandna nahsbu f’dak li jgnhid il-
Kong¢ilju Vatikan II dwar is-sacerdoti: “Huma jaqdu l-ministeru mgaddes
ta’ Kristu l-aktar fil-liturgija tal-Ewkaristija”.'* U dan l-ahhar, fis-Sinodu
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straordinarju tas-sena 1985, intqal: “Il-Liturgija trid tghin u turi ¢ar is-sens
tal-qdusija... trid tkun mimlija b’qima, adorazzjoni u giorifikazzjoni ta’
Alla... L-Ewkaristija hija l-bidu u l-milja tal-hajja nisranija kollha.”*®

Eghziez sacerdoti huti, 1-ezempju tal-Kurat ta’ Ars jistedinna ngharblu
sewwa l-kuxjenza taghna: x’post ghandha 1-Quddiesa fil-hajja taghna ta’
kuljum? Hi, kif kienet f’jum l-ordinazzjoni taghna — l-ewwel eghmil tagh-
na bhala sacerdoti! — il-bidu ta’ kull hidma pastorali taghna u tal-qdusija
personali taghna? Kif gqed inhejju ruhna ghaliha? Kif niccelebrawha? Billi
nitolbu quddiem Gesu Sagramentat? Billi nheggu 1-poplu fidil taghna jagh-
mel l-istess? Billi naghmlu I-knejjes taghna Djar ta’ Alla fejn il-presenza
ta’ Alla tigbed lejha n-nies ta’ Zmienna li spiss jahsbu li d-dinja hi nieqgsa
ghal kollox minn Alla?

Priedki u katekizmu

9. IlI-Kurat ta’ Ars kien jogghod attent ukoll li gatt ma jittraskura
I-ministeru tal-kelma, li hu ghal kollox mehtieg biex ihejji n-nies gnall-fidi
u ghall-konversjoni. Qal ukoll: “II-Mulej, 1i hu l-verita fih innifsu, iqies il-
Kelma tieghu mhux ingas importanti mill-Gisem tieghu.”?° Nafu bizzejjed
kemm zmien kien jiehu, spec¢jalment fil-bidu, biex ihejji l-priedka tieghu
tal-Hadd. Aktar tard dara jesprimi ruhu b’aktar hegga, b’'mod ahjar, u
konvinzjoni shiha, bi xbihat u tqabbil mal-hajja ta’ kuljum u ghalhekk in-
nies tal-parrocca tieghu kienu jithmuh malajr. It-taghlim tal-katekizmu lit-
tfal kien ukoll parti importanti mill-ministeru tieghu, u l-kbar kienu jiehdu
pjacir jissiehbu mat-tfal biex jitghallmu minn din ix-xXhieda ta’ fidi ma
hemmx ohra bhalha, 1i kienet tfawwar minn galbu.

Kellu l-kuragg jikkundanna I-hazen fis-suriet kollha tieghu; ma kienx
jibga’ sieket meta fin-nofs kien ikun hemm is-salvazzjoni ta’ dejjem tal-
fidili tieghu: “Jekk kappillan jibga’ sieket meta jara lil Alla mzeblah u 1-
erwieh geghdin jintilfu, ikun hazin ghalih! Jekk ma jridx jitlef ruhu, u
hemm xi tahwid fil-parrocca, ghandu jistmerr ir-rispett uman u l-biza’ li
se jmagdruh u joboghduh.” Din ir-responsabbilta kienet is-salib tieghu bha-
la kappillan. Izda bhala regola, “kien ihobb aktar juri l-gmiel tal-virth
milli 1-kruha tal-vizzju” u jekk kien jitkellem — xi drabi bid-dmugh f’ghaj-
nejh — dwar id-dnub u l-perikolu ghas-salvazzjoni, kien jinsisti hafna fuq
it-tjieba ta’ Alla li jkun gie offiz, u fil-hena li jkollu min ikun mahbub minn
Alla, maghqud mieghu u gieghed ighix quddiemu u ghalih.

Eghziez sacerdoti huti, intom Zguri fuq li Zguri mill-importanza tat-
thabbira tal-Evangelju, 1i 1-Kon¢ilju Vatikan II igies bhala hidma minn ta’
quddiem nett fost il-hidmiet kollha tas-sacerdot.?’ Permezz tal-katekezi,
tal-predikazzjoni u ta’ mezzi ohra, fosthom il-mass media, intom tfittxu li
tganqlu glub in-nies tal-lum bit-tamiet u t-tahwid kollu taghhom, biex tgaj-
mulhom u ggibulhom ’il quddiem il-fidi taghhom. Bhal Kurat ta’ Ars, kif
iheggigkom il-Koncilju,** fittxu li tghallmu 1-Kelma stess ta’ Alla, 1i ssejjah
in-nies ghall-konversjoni u 1l-gdusija.

L-IDENTITA’ TAS-SACERDOT

Il-ministeru proprju tas-sacerdot
10.  San Gwann Marija Vianney jagnti twegiba li tfisser hafna ghal
Xi mistogsijiet dwar l-identita tas-sacerdot, li saru tul dawn l-ahhar ghox-
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rin sema; ghalkemm milli jidher illum wasalna ghall-qaghda aktar f’lokha.

Is-sacerdot ghandu dejjem, u b’mod li ma jitbiddel gatt, isib il-bidu
tal-identitd tieghu fi Kristu Sacerdot. M’hijiex id-dinja 1li tghid x’inhi I-
gaghda, l-istatus tas-sacerdot, bhallikieku dan jiddependi mill-htigijiet dej-
jem jinbidlu jew mill-fehmiet 1i n-nies ikollhom dwar dmirijiet socjali.
Is-sacerdot hu mmarkat bis-sigill tas-sacerdozju ta’ Kristu, biex ikollu se-
hem fil-missjoni tieghu ta’ Medjatur wahdieni u ta’ Salvatur.

Ghalhekk, minhabba din ir-rabta fondamentali, is-sacerdot ghandu
miftuh quddiemu l-gasam kbir tal-qadi tal-erwieh, ghas-salvazzjoni tagh-
hom fi Kristu u fil-Knisja. Dan il-gadi jrid ikun dejjem imgangal mill-im-
habba ghall-erwieh, bhal Kristu li ta hajtu ghalihom. Alla jrid li 1-bned-
min kollha jsalvaw u li ma jintilef hadd miz-zghar tieghu.?® “Is-sacerdot
ghandu jkun dejjem lest iwiegeb ghall-htigijiet ta’ l-erwieh,” ighid il-Kurat
ta’ Ars.** Is-sacerdot “m’huwiex ghalih innifsu, imma ghalikom.”??

Is-sacerdot hu ghal-lajé¢i; hu jgajjimhom u jghinhom fil-gadi taghhom
tas-sacerdozju tal-imghammdin kollha — imfisser tant tajjeb mill-Kong¢ilju
Vatikan II — sacerdozju li m’huwiex hlief l-offerta spiritwali ta’ hajjit-
hom, li jwassalhom biex jaghtu xhieda tal-ispirtu nisrani lil huthom il-
bnedmin l-ohra. Il-qadi tas-sac¢erdot hu ta’ sura ohra. Is-sacerdot jigi
ordnat biex jagixxi fisem Kristu r-Ras, biex iwassal in-nies ghal dik il-
hajja gdida li kisbilna Kristu, biex jamministralhom il-misteri gaddisa —
il-Kelma, il-mahfra, il-Hobz tal-hajja — biex jigborhom flimkien f’gisem
wiehed, biex ighinhom fil-formazzjoni taghhom minn gewwa, ha jghixu u
jagixxu skond il-pjan ta’ Alla ghas-salvazzjoni tad-dinja. F’kelma wanda, 1-
identita taghna bhala sacerdoti tidher fil-hidma ‘kreativa” ta’ l-imhabba
ghall-erwieh li taslilna minghand Kristu Gest.

Kull sforz 1i jsir biex is-sacerdot ikun jixbah lil-laj¢i hu sforz li jagh-
mel hsara lill-Knisja. Dan bl-ebda mod ma jfisser li s-sacerdot ghandu
jzomm ruhu maqtugh ghal kollox minn kull ma jkun gieghed ihasseb lil-
laj¢i u ma jaghtix kazu: ghandu jkun dejjem grib hafna taghhom, bhaima
kien San Gwann Marija Vianney, imma ghandu jkun qrib taghhom bhala
sacerdot, hsiebu dejjem fis-salvazzjoni taghhom u fil-mixi ’l quddiem tas-
Saltna ta’ Alla. Huwa dak li jaghti xhieda ta’ hajja li m’hijiex il-hajja
ta’ din id-dinja,** u huwa dak li jaghti din il-hajja. Hi haga essenzjali
ghall-Knisja 1i tkun imharsa din I-identita tas-sacerdot, fid-dimensjoni ver-
tikali taghha. Il-hajja u l-personalita tal-Kurat ta’ Ars idawwal hafna u
tgqawwi din id-dehra tal-identitd tas-sacerdot.

Ix-xebh tieghu ma’ Kristu u s-solidarjeta mal-midinbin

11.San Gwann Marija Vianney ma Kienx kuntent biss li jagdi l-mi-
nisteru ritwali tas-sacerdozju tieghu. Hu ried li b’qalbu u b’hajtu kollha
jkun xebh shih ma’ Kristu.

It-talb kien ir-ruh ta’ hajtu: Talb fis-skiet u talb ta’ kontempiaz-
zjoni, aktarx fil-knisja quddiem it-tabernaklu. Bi Kristu, kien jiftah qalbu
lit-Tliet Persuni ha jafdalhom ‘“‘ir-ruh fqajra tieghu”, bhala l-ahhar test-
ment tieghu. “Kien izomm rabta shiha ma’ Alla 1-hin kollu, f’nofs hajja
ta’ tahbit kbir.” U qatt ma halla r-Ruzarju. Kien idur bla ebda sforz lejn
il-Madonna.

Il-fagar tieghu kien xi haga tal-ghageb. Tnezza’ minn kull ma kellu
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biex jaghtih lill-fqar. U kien jahrab l-unuri. Is-safa kien jiddi f’wiccu. Kien
jaf xX’jiswa s-safa biex “wiehed isib mill-gdid 1-ghajn tal-imhabba ta’ Alla.”
L-ubbidjenza tieghu lil Kristu ghalih Kienet tfisser ubbidjenza lill-Knisja,
u specjalment lill-isqof. - Din l-ubbidjenza wasslitu 1i jaccetta l-piz Kbir
ta’ kappillan, piz li spiss kien ibezzghu hafna.

Izda 1-Evangelju l-aktar li jinsisti hu fuq i¢-¢ahda tieghek innifsek, fuq
l-irfigh tas-salib. Hafna kienu s-slaleb 1i kellu jerfa’ 1-Kurat ta’ Ars tul il- -
ministeru tieghu: kalunnji tan-nies, in-nuqgqas ta’ ftehim ma’ xi sacerdot li
kien jghinu u ma’ xi sacerdoti onra, il-kontradizzjonijiet, il-glieda mister-
juza mas-setghat tal-infern, u xi drabi wkoll it-tentazzjonijiet ta’ qtlgh il-
galb u ta’ dsperazzjoni f'mumenti ta’ dlamijiet spiritwali.

Izda ma kienx bizzejjed ghalih li jaccetta dawn il-provi minghajr tger-
gir; fittex ukoll il-mortifikazzjoni, b’hafna sawm u eghmejjel ohra harxa
biex ‘“ijassar gismu,” kif ighid San Pawl. Izda dak li ghandna nfittxu f’
dawn il-penitenzi, li zmienna ftit jew xejn hu mhajjar ghalihom, hu li jagbel
xXejn naraw car x’kienet ir-raguni ghax kien jaghmilhom: kienet l-imhab-
ba ta’ Alla u l-konversjoni tal-midinbin. Darba stagsa lil sa¢erdot siehbu li
kien ged jagta’ qalbu: “Int tlabt... bkejt... imma somt?... ghamilt sahriet?’’?”
F’dan ahna qrib it-twissija li ghamel Gesu lill-Appostli: “Din is-sura tit-
kecca biss bis-sawm u t-talb”.?®

F’kelma wahda San Gwann Marija Vianney tqaddes biex ikun ]1sta
jgaddes ahjar lill-ohrajn. Veru li I-konversjoni tibga’ dejjem sigriet tal-qlub
li ma humiex imxeqqlin feghmilhom, u sigriet tal-grazzja ta’ Alla, izda bil-
ministeru tieghu s-sacerdot jista’ jdawwal il-fehma tan-nies, tal-midinbin,
imexxihom fil-kuxjenza taghhom u jaghtihom is-sagramenti. Is-sagramenti
huma eghmil Kristu, u ma jitilfux il-gawwa taghhom ukoll jekk il-ministru
jkun mimli nuqqgasijiet jew ma jixraglux ikun ministru. Izda l-effett tas-
sagramenti jiddependi wkoll mid-disposizzjonijiet ta’ min jircevihom, u
dawn id-disposizzjonijiet isibu ghajnuna kbira mill-qdusija tas-sacerdot,
mix-xhieda fid-dieher 1i hu jaghti, u mit-tqassim misterjuz tal-merti per-
mezz tax-xirka tal-Qaddisin. San Pawl ighidilna: “Jiena ntemm f’gismi
dak li jonqos mit-tbatijiet ta’ Kristu ghall-gisem tieghu 1i hu 1-Knisja.”’?®
San Gwann Marija Vianney b’xi mod ried igieghel lil Alla jaghtih il-graz-
zja tal-konversjoni mhux biss bit-talb tieghu imma wkoll bis-sagrific¢ju
ta’ najtu kollha. Ried ihobb lil Alla ghal dawk li ma kinux ihobbuh, u
jaghmel ukoll penitenza ghal dawk li ma kinux jaghmluha. Kien veru ra-
ghaj 1i kien haga wahda mal-merhla tieghu.

Eghziez sacerdoti huti, ejjew ma nibzghux minn impenn bhal dan —
impenn li juri runu f'eghmil ta’ axxetizmu u 1li jkun imgangal mill-imhab-
ba — eghmil 1i Alla jitlob minna bhala 1-gadi proprju tas-sacerdozju tagh-
na. Niftakru ftit fil-hsibijiet 1i wrew dan l-ahhar l-isqgfijiet fis-Sinodu ‘jid-
hrilna li f’dawn i¢-¢irkostanzi tal-lum Alla jrid ighallimna kemm jiswa s-
Salib, kemm hu importanti, kemm hu ¢-centru ta’ hajjitna.”?* Kristu jerga’
jghix il-passjoni tieghu fis-sacerdot ghall-gid tal-erwieh. Inroddulu hajr lil
Alla ghax hekk ikun gieghed ihallina niehdu sehem fil-Fidwa, bi glubna u
b’gisimna.

Minhabba dan kollu, San Gwann Marija Vianney qatt ma jieqgaf li jkun
xhieda ghalina, xhieda dejjem hajja, dejjem ta’ tifsir kbir tal-verita tal-vo-
kazzjoni taghna u tal-gadi sacerdotali. Ghandna niftakru bil-mod konvin-
centi li bih kien jitkellem dwar il-kobor tas-sacerdot u l-htiega kbira tieghu.
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Dawk 1li huma ga sacerdoti, dawk li qeghdin ihejju ruhhom ghas-sacer-
dozju, dawk li ghad jigu msejha ghalih, ghandhom iharsu lejn dan l-ezem-
pju u jkunu bhalu. L-insara wkoll bih jaslu biex jifhmu anjar il-misteru
tas-sacerdozju tas-sacerdoti taghhom. Le, il-figura tal-Kurat ta’ Ars m’hi-
jiex se tigi gatt fix-xejn. " :

L-ahhar kelma ghall-Hamis ix-Xirka

12, Eghziez huti, jalla dawn il-hsibijiet igeddu fikom il-ferh li intom
sacerdoti, ix-xewqa li tkunu dejjem aktar sacerdoti, sa l-ahhar. Ix-xhieda
tal-Kurat ta’ Ars fiha aktar tezori li ghad iridu nsibuhom. Nitkellmu fug-
hom aktar fit-tul, meta naghmel il-pellegrinagg tieghi ghal Ars f’Ottubru
li gej, ghax l-isqfijiet Francizi stednuni ghall-festi tat-tieni centinarju tat-
twelid ta’ San Gwann Marija Vianney.

Qieghed nibghatilkom din l-ewwel meditazzjoni tieghi, eghziez huti,
fl-okkazjoni tas-solennitd ta’ Hamis ix-Xirka. F’kull komunitd djocesana
se niltagghu flimkien, f’jum it-twelid tas-sacerdozju taghna, biex ingeddu
fina l-grazzja tas-sagrament tal-Ordni Sagri, biex iganglu fina dik l-im-
habba li hi s-sinjal tal-vokazzjoni taghna.

Nisimghu lil Kristu jghidilna dak li gal lill-Appostli: “Hadd ma ghan-
du mhabba akbar minn din li wiehed jaghti hajtu ghal hbiebu..... Ma
nsejhilkomx aktar qaddejja... sejjahtilkom hbieb.”’! A

Quddiem Dak li jurina l-imhabba fil-milja kollha taghha, ahna s-sa-
cerdoti u l-isqfijiet, ingeddu l-impenji sacerdotali taghna. i

Nitolbu ghal xulxin, kull wiehed ghal huh, kulhadd ghal kulhadd.

Nitolbu lill-Missier etern li t-tifkira tal-Kurat ta’ Ars tghinna ngaj-
mu l-hegga taghna ghall-qadi tieghu.

Nitolbu lill-Ispirtu s-Santu jsejjah ghall-qadi tal-Knisja hafna sacerdoti
gaddisin u habrieka bhall-Kurat ta’ Ars: fi Zmienna hemm htiega kbira
taghhom u 1-Knisja llum ukoll tista’ twassal vokazzjonijiet bhal dik tal-
Kurat ta’ Ars ghall-milja taghha.

Nafdaw is-sacerdozju taghna f’idejn il-Vergni Marija, Omm is-sacer-
doti: lejha San Gwann Marija Vianney kien jirrikorri kontinwament b’fi-
ducja shiha u mhabba koliha hlewwa. U din kienet raguni ohra ghar-radd
il-hajr tieghu: “Gesu Kristu,” qal darba, ‘“wara li tana kull ma seta’ jagh-
tina, ried jaghmilna wkoll werrieta ta’ dak li kien l-aktar ghaziz ghalih:
1I-Omm imqaddsa tieghu.””*?

Min-naha tieghi rrid intennilkom kemm inhobbkom, u flimkien ma’
l-isqof taghkom nibghatilkom il-barka appostolika tieghi.

Mill-Vatikan, is-16 ta’ Marzu, 1986, il-Hames Hadd tar-Randan, fit-tmien
sena tal-Pontifikat tieghi.
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L-Appell tal-Papa ghal Jum il-Komunikazzjonijiet So¢jali 1986

L-OPINJONI PUBBLIKA META TKUN TAQBEL MAL-VERITA’
TGHIN IL-GID TAL-BNEDMIN TA’ ZMIENNA

I-komunikazzjonijiet socjali

Huti eghziez,

Bis-Sinodu Straordinarju ta’
1-Isqfijiet 1i sejjaht dan l-ahhar
biex tigi mfakkra l-ghoxrin sena
minn eghlug it-tieni Konéilju
Vatikan, jien ma ridtx biss in-
fakkar grajja li ghandha thalli
sinjali kbar fil-Knisja ta’ dan
iz-zmien, imma. ridt fug kollox
nghix mill-gdid 1-ispirtu ta’
dan il-Konc¢ilju u niftakar fit-
taghlim tieghu u fid-decizjoni-
jiet 1i ttiehdw ma’ tulu. B’dan
il-mod, is-Sinodu ta bidu gdid
u hajja gdida lill-Konic¢lju fil-
hajja tal-Knisja.

Fost 1-inizjattivi 1i ttiehdu fil-
Konc¢ilju u' fost id-direttivi i
hargu minnu, zgur ta’ min
isemmi t-twaqqif tal-Jum tal-
Komunikazzjonijiet soc¢jali bil-
ghan li jsahhah dejjem aktar
il-hafna suriet ta’ l-appostolat
tal-Knisja bil-mezzi ta’ komu-
nikazzjoni sccjali fid-djocesijiet
kollha tad-dinja (Ara Inter mi-
rifica, 18). Din id-dec¢izjoni, 1i
turi x’importanza kbira 1-isgfi-
jiet fil-Konc¢ilju taw lill-komu-
nikazzjoni soc¢jali, tidher wisqg
aktar importanti llum, meta 1-
komunikazzjonijiet soc¢jali qe-
ghdin dejjem aktar ikabbru I1-
influwenza taghhom.

I1-Knisja, tul dawn l-ghoxrin
sena, ma nagsitx li twettaq ix-
xewqa tal-Koncilju li ticcelebra.
kull sena Jum il-komunikazzjo-
nijiet soc¢jali, u ghal kull sena
dejjem ghazlet xi suggett par-
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ikulari. Din is-sena 1-Jum tal-
Komunikazzjonijiet Soc¢jali jrid
igis u jgis fil-fond sewwa x’kon-
tribut jista’ jkollhom il-mezzi
ta’ komunikazzjoni soc¢jali ha
jaghtu formazzjoni nisranija
lill-opinjoni pubblika.

Mhux l-ewwel darba li 1-Kni-
sja hasbet f'dan. Fl-1971 1-ist-
ruzzjoni pastorali Communio et
Progressio fakkret 1li “id-djalo-
gu tal-Knigja mhux biss ma’ 1-
insara imma huwa mad-dinja
kcllha. Kemm id-dritt 1i 1-bned-
min kollha (1i maghhom il-Kni-
sja tagsam xortihom) ikunu
infurmati tajjeb, u kemm il-
kmand 1i 1-Mulej ta lill-Knisja
(ara Mt. 28, 19), jitolbu li hi
tkun tista’ turi x’inhu t-taghlim
taghha u Xinhuma Il-hidmiet
taghha” (n.122). Il-Papa Paw-
lu VI, min-naha tieghu, fl-esor-
tazzjoni apostolika Ewvangelii
nuntiandi zied ighid: “Fiz-zmi-
nijiet taghna, li fihom ghand-
hom importanza kbira l-mass
media v 1-mezzi ta’ komunikaz-
zjoni socjali, l-ewwel thabbira
tal-fidi, il-katekezi u t-taghlim
fil-fond tal-fidi ma jistghux
jiccahhdu minn dawn il-mezzi.
Meta jintuzaw ghax-xandir ta’
1-Evangelju, dawn il-mezzi ka-
pac¢i jkabbru bla aqjies l-ogsma
li fihom tinstema’ 1-Kelma ta’
Alla u jwasslu l-Bxara t-tajba
lill-eluf u lill-ghaxriet ta’ eluf
ta’ nies. II-Knisja thoss li tkun
hatja quddiem il-Mulej jekk
tongos 1i taghmel uzu minn
dawn il-mezzi hekk qawwija, li



d-dehen tal-bniedem qieghed
dejjem aktar itejjeb; hija u
tingeda bihom, il-Knisja xxan-
dar minn fuq il-bjut il-bxara li
giet fdata lilha; ghaliha dawn
il-mezzi huma. sura ta’ pulptu
ghaz-zmien #tal-lum. Permezz
taghhom tista’ twassal lehenha
lill-kotra kbira ta’ nies” (mn.45).

X’inhi l-opinjoni pubblika

2. L-opinjoni pubblika m’hi-
jiex hlief il-mod kif fi grupp so-
¢jali ftit jew wisq kbir kulhadd
jahsibha 1-istess f’Certi c¢irkos-
tanzi taz-zmien u tal-post. L-
opinjoni pubblika turi kif in-
nies aktarx jahsbuha dwar xXxi
argument, xi fatt, xi problema
ta’ certa importanza. L-opinjoni
pubblika tifforma ruhha billi
ghadd kbir ta’ nies jaghmlu
taghhom u jgisuh tajjeb u
sewwa dak 1li xi whud jew xi
gruppi, li jgawdu certi awtorita’
kulturali, xjentifika jew morali,
jahsbu jew jghidu. Dan juri x’
responsabbilta’ ghandhom dawk
1i minhabba l-kultura taghhom
jew il-prestigju 1i jgawdu jis-
tghu jiffurmaw l-opinjoni pub-
blika jew b’xi mod jistghu jghi-
nu ha jsawruha. In-nies ghan-
dhom id-dritt 1i dak 1li jahsbu
u dak li jhossu jkun jagbel ma’
dak li hu sewwa, u veru, ghaliex
1-imgiba morali tiddependi minn
dak 1li wiehed jahseb u jhoss.
Din l-imgiba tkun tajba jekk
tkun tagbel mal-verita’.

Ta’ min jinnota 1i, f'din il-
haga, 1-opinjoni pubblika ghan-
dha influwenza kbira fuq kif
jahsbu, ihossu u jgibu ruhhom
dawk kollha li ma humiex ka-
pac¢i jagharblu sewwa eghmil-

hom jew ghax ghadhom zghar
jew ghax neqgsin mill-kultura.
Hekk huma hafna minn dawk
li jahsbu u jgibu runhhom skond
l-opinjoni pubblika, bla, ebda
hila 1i jehilsu mill-influwenza
taghha. Ta’ min ighid ukoll li
l-opinjoni pubblika ghandha
influwenza kbira fug it-tfassil
tal-ligijiet. Hi haga zgura li xi
ligijiet ingusti, bhalma hi dik
minhabba Il-influwenza ta’ 1-
opinjoni pubblikg favur il-haga.

L-opinjoni pubblika dwar il-hajja,
il-familja, il-paé¢i w l-gustizzja

3. Minn hawn jidher kemm
hi haga importanti 1li tinholog
opinjoni pubblika, moralment
tajba dwar dawk il-problemi 1i
Ilum jolgtu 1-gid tal-bniedem
ta’ zmienna. Fost dawn il-prob-
lemi hemm dawk dwar il-valur
tal-hajja, tal-familja, tal-paci,
tal-gustizzja, u tas-solidarjeta’
bejn il-gnus.

Jehtieg ikun hemm opinjoni
pubblika li taghraf is-siwi shih
tal-hajja tal-bniedem, bmod 1i
ikun maghruf sewwa Xx’tiswa
fil-mumenti kollha taghha, mit-
tnissil fil-guf sal-mewt, u fkull
sura. taghha, dawk ukoll Ii
jkunu milguta mill-mard jew
minn handicaps fizi¢i u spirit-
wali. Dan ghax qed tinxtered
hafna fid-dinja mentalita’ ma-
terjalistika, u edonistika, jigi-
fieri mentalita’ li tqis 1i hajja
ta’ min ighixha hija biss hajja
ta’ sahha, zoghzija u gmiel.

Jehtieg li jkun hemm opinjo-
ni pubblika tajba dwar il-fa-

‘milja biex tkun tista’ tghin te-
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ghleb xi fehmiet 1i ma jagblux
mal-pjan ta’ Alla, ghall-familja



li jridha tibga’ dejjem shiha u
mbierka mill-ulied, Izda, llum,
jahasra, ged tinxtered opinjoni
favur hajja ta’ ragel u mara
flimkien minghajr ebda rabta
ta’ zwieg, favur id-divorzju, u
favur it-tnaqqis shih ta’ l-ulied
bil-mezzi kollha 1i hemm tajbin
jew hziena; din Il-opinjoni trid
tigi korretta ghaliex tmur kon-
tra l-veru gid tal-familja kollha
tal-bnedmin, 1i tikseb il-hena
aktar ma, l-familja tkun f’sah-
hitha u maghgquda.

Jehtieg wukoll 1i jkun hemm
opinjoni pubblika, gawwija fa-
vur il-pac¢i u favur dak kollu 1i
jgibha wu jsahhahha, bhalma
huma I-istima ghal xulxin u l-
ftehim - bejniethom tal-popli;
ic-canda ta’ kull sura ta’ dis-
kriminazzjoni bejn razza u ohra
u ta’ nazzjonalizmu esagerat; 1-
gharfien tad-drittijiet u t-ta-
miet gusti tal-gnus; id-dizarm,
l-ewwel tal-fehmiet imbaghad
ta’ l-istrumenti kollhg tal-ger-
da; kull sforz biex il-glied kollu
jintemm. fis-sliem blg gwerra.
Hi haga cara li biss opinjoni
dawwija -« favur il-pac¢i tista’
zzomm dawk 1i jista’ jigihom il-
hsieb 1i bi gwerra jistghu jgibu
fix-xejn it-tensjonijiet y 1-glied
li jkun hemm. “Il-mexxejja tal-
gnus,” tghidilna. l-kostituzzjoni
pastorali Gaudium et Spes,
‘“jiddependu hafna mill-opinjo-
ni u mis-sentimenti tal-kotra.
Ghalxejn jithabtu ghall-paci
sakemm idum il-glied, l-istmer-
rija, is-suspetti, il-mibeghda
ta’ razza, ghall-ohra, u ideologiji
li jifirdu l-bnedmin u jaghmilu-
hom eghdewwa, ta’ xulxin. Ghal-
hekk il-htiega 1i kemm. jista’
jkun malajr jiggeddu l-fehmiet
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w tinbidel l-opinjoni pubblika’.
Fl-ahharnett jehtieg 1i jkun
hemm opinjoni pubblika gaw-
wija. favur soluzzjoni tal-prob-
lemi kiefra ta’ gustizzja socjali,
ta’ guh, u ta’ nugaas ta’ zvilupp.
Jigifieri jehtieg 1i dawn il-prob-
lemi jsiru aktar maghrufa fil-
kobor kollu taghhom tal-biza’ u
tinholog opinjoni pubblika gaw-
wija. kullimkien favur dawn il-
problemi ghaliex biss jekk ikun
hemm l-influwenza ta’ opinjoni
pubblika, gawwija dawk respon-
sabbli tal-politika u ta’ l-eko-

viluppaw.

Opinjoni pubblika favur il-morali
u r-religjon

4, B’mod specjali mehtiega
malajr opinjoni pubblika dwar
il-gasam meorali u religjuz. Biex
ma, tibgax tinxtered izjed men-
talita’ 1i tgis 1i kollox jista’ jsir
ghax xejn ma hemm moralment
hazin u mentalita’ 1i ma jim-
purtaha. xejn mir-religjon, jenh-
tieg tinholog opinjoni pubblika
1i turi rispett u tapprezza l-va-
luri morali wu religjuzi, ghax
dawn 1i jaghmlu l-bniedem tas-
sew ‘“bniedem” u jaghtu tifsir
shin lill-hajja. Il-periklu tan-
nikilizmu, jigifieri I1-periklu i
jintilfu ghal kollox il-valuri i
huma tassew tal-bniedem u I-
valuri morali u religjuzi, hu
theddida kbira ghall-bniedem
fid-dinja tal-lum.

Irid ikun hemm imbaghad
opinjoni pubblika tajba dwar
in-natura, il-missjoni u l-hidma
tal-Knisja, 1i hafna llum igisu-
ha biss bhala xi istituzzjoni



kollha kemm hi tal-bnedmin u
mhux, kif hi verament, realta’
misterjuzg 1i tinkarna l-imhab-
ba ta’ Alla fil-grajja tal-bnie-
dem u twassal ghand il-bned-
min il-kelma u 1l-grazzja ta’
Kristu. ;

Mezzi 1i jiffurmaw l-opinjoni
pubblika

5. Fid-dinjg tal-lum il-mezzi
ta’ komunikazzjoni soc¢jali fil-
hafna suriet taghhom — gur-
nali, c¢inema, radju, television
— huma dawk li l-aktar jiffur-
maw l-opinjoni pubblika. Ghal-
hekk ghandhom responsabbilta’
kbira dawk kollha li juzaw dawn
il-mezzi u dawk ukoll li jmex-
xuhom, Dawn il-mezzi jagdu I-
bniedem, u ghalhekk ghandhom
ikunu favur il-verita’ u t-tajjeb,
ghaliex dawn huma I-valuri 1-
iktar importanti u l-iktar men-
tiega, tal-bniedem. Dawk 1li
jahdmu fil-mezzi tal-komuni-
kazzjoni soc¢jali, ghax din hi 1-
professjoni taghhom, ghand-
hom ihossu d-dmir li jiffurmaw
u jibnu opinjoni pubblika favur
dak kollu li hu verw u 1i hu taj-
jeb.

F’dan l-impenn ghandhom
ikunu minn quddiem l-insara li,
huma u jaghtu sehemhom biex
tifforma ruhha opinjoni pubbli-
ka favur il-gustizzja, il-paci, 1-
ghagda bejn 1l-ahwa, il-valuri
religjuzi u morali, ikunu jhabir-
ku mhux -fitit ghall-kobor tas-
saltna, ta’ Allg li hi saltna ta’
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gustizzja, verita’ u sliem. Mill-
bxara. t-tajba nisranija, bxara
ghall-gid u s-salvazzjoni tal-
bniedem, jiksbu l-ispirazzjoni li
jeghinnu lil huthom il-bnedmin
I-onra ha jkollhom fehmiet taj-
ba u gusti ghax ikunu jagblu
mal-pjan ta’ l-imhabba u tas-
salvazzjoni tal-bniedem 1i Alla
wera u temm fi Kristu Gesu’.
I1-fidi mnisranija u t-taghlim
tal-Knisja, ghax mibnijin fuqg
Kristu, it-trig, il-verita’, il-haj-
ja, huma dawl u gawwa ghall-
bnedmin fil-mixi taghhom fid-
dinja. \

Intemm dan il-messagg b’
barka, spec¢jali ghal dawk 1i jah-
dmu fil-gasam. tal-komunikaz-
zjoni soc¢jali bi spirtu ta’ qadi
nisrani favur il-verita’ u l-pro-
mozzjoni tal-valuri meorali u
religjuzi.

Wangt i nizgurahom mit-talb
tieghl, nixtieq ingawwilhom qal-
bhom fix-xoghol taghhom li
jitlob minnhom kuragg u koe-
renza u 1li hu servizz favur il-
verita’ w 1-liberta’. Hi l-verita’
li tehles il-bniedem (Ara Gw. 8,
32). Ghalhekk habirku ghall-
formazzjoni ta’ opinjoni pubbli-
ka li tagbel mal-verita’. It-thab~
rik ghall-formazzjoni ta’ opin-
joni pubblika 1i tagbel mal-ve-
rita’ hu thabrik ha tikber il-li-
berta’.

Mill-Vatikan, 24 ta’ Jannar, fes-

ta. ta’ San Frangisk de Sales.
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Mid-diskorsj tal-Papa fl-Indja — 1. Omelija fDelhi, 1 ta’ Frar

THE MAN, PILGRIM OF THE ABSOLUTE, REACHES GOD
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, WAY, TRUTH AND LIFE

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

1. This - afternoon, Jesus
Christ repeats to us the words
of the Gospel: “I am the way,
and the truth, and the life” (Jn
14:6).

At the beginning of my pil-
grimage to the shrine which is
the People of God living in this
vast land of India, I wish to re-
call these words of Jesus Christ
from today’s Liturgy. These
words speak of our pilgrimage
through faith. Through faith
we journey towards God along
this path which is Christ.

He is the Son of God and he

is of the same substance as the

Father. God from God and

Light from Light, he became

Man, in order to be for us the
path of the Father. He umncea-
singly spoke to the Father du-
ring his earthly life. To him, to
the Father, he directed the
thoughts and hearts of his lis-
teners. In a certain sense he
shared with them the Father-
hood of God, and this was
shown in a special way in the
prayer that he taught his dis-
ciples: the Our Father.

At the end of his Messianic
mission on earth, on the day
before his Passion and death he
says to the Apostles: “In my
Father’s house there are many
rooms; if it were not so, would
I have told you that I go-to pre-
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pare a place for you?” (Jn 14:
23

If the Gospel is the revelation
of the truth that human life is
a pilgrimage towards . the Fat-
her’s house, then it is at one
and the same time a call to the
faith through which we travel
as pilgrims: a ecall to pilgrim
faith. Chirst says: “I am the
way, and the truth, and the
life.” -

2. Yes, human life on earth
is a pilgrimage. We are all con-
scious of passing through the
world. Man’s life begins and
ends, start at birth and goes on
to the moment of death. Man
is a being who is transitory.
And in this pilgrimage of life,
religion assists man to live iIn
such a way as to reach his goal.
Man is constantly confronted
with the transitory nature of a
life which he knows is extre-
mely important as a prepara-
tion for everlasting life. Man’s
pilgrim faith orients him to
God and directs him to make
those choices which will assist
him tol reach eternal life. Hence
every moment of man’s earthly
pilgrimage is important — im-
portant in its challenges and
choices.

Closely touching man in his
pilgrimage is the reality of hu-
man culture. The Second Vati-
can Council has insisted that
“there are many links between



the message of gsalvation and
human culture. For God, revea-

ling himself to his people to the .

extent of a full manifestation
of himself in his Incarnate Son,
thas spoken according to the
culture proper to different
ages” (Gaudium et Spes, 58).
And again: ‘“Christians, on pil-
grimage towards the heavenly
city, should seek and savour the
things which are above. This
duty in no way decreases, but
rather increases, the weight of
their obligation to work with all
men in constructing a more
human world” (ibid., 57).

The Church proclaims that
man in his pilgrim life is all
the more worthy of respect and
love and care in the many cir-
cumstances of earthly living
precisely because he is destined
to live for ever. And all true hu-
man culture, taking intoc ac-
count the dignity of man and
his final destiny, is an aid to
man in his noble and righteous
living, in this land of pilgri-
mage. Saint Paul himself pre-
sents to the Christian commu-
nity this invitation: ‘“Whatever
is true, whatever is honourable,
whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, what-
ever is gracious, if there is any
excellence, if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about
these things” (Phil 4:8).

3. As man on this earth pas-
ses from birth to death he is
aware of being a pilgrim of the
Absolute. Here in India this
consciousness is very deep. Your
ancient sages have expressed
the anguished cry of the soul
for the Absolute. There is in-
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deed an age-old yearning for
the infinite, a constant aware-
ness of the divine presence and
endless manifestations of reli-
gious feelings through popular
feasts and festivals.

And in the very quest for the
Absolute there is already an
experience of the divine. Among
all those who down the centu-
ries have searched for God, we
remember the famous Augus-
tine of Hippo who, finding him,
exclaimed: “Where, therefore,
did I find you, in order to know
you, if not in you, above me?”
(Confessions 10, 26). In India
this quest for God and this ex-
perience of him have been ac-
companied by great simplicity,
asceticism and renunciation.
All of this renders great honour
to India as a religious nation
generously committed to her
spiritual pilgrimage.

4. In the Revelation of the
Old and New Covenants, man
living in the visible world, in
the midst of temporal things, is
at the same time profoundly
aware of the presence of God,
who penetrates his whole life.
This living God is in faect the
ultimate and definitive bulwark
for man amidst all the trials
and sufferings of earthly exis-
tence. He longs to possess this
God definitively even as he ex-
periences. ‘his . presence. . He
strives to attain to the vision of
his face. In the words of the
Psalmist: ‘“Like the deer that
yearns for running streams, So
my soul is yearning for you, my
God. My soul is thirsting for
God, the God of my life; when .
can I enter and see the face of



God?” (Ps 42:1).

5. As man strives to know
God, to perceive his face and
experience his presence. God
turns towards man to reveal his
own life. The Second Vatican

Council dwells at length on the

importance of God’s interven-
tion in the world. It explains
that “through divine revelation,
God chose to show forth and
communicate himself and the
eternal decisions of his will re-
garding the salvation of men”
(Dei Verbum, 6).

At the same time the merci-
ful and loving God who com-
municates himself through re-
velation still remains for man
an Inscrutable mystery. And
man, the pilgrim of the Abso-
lute, continues throughout his
life to seek the face of God. But
at the end of the pilgrimage of
faith, man comes to the “Fat-
her’s house” and being in this
“house” means seeing God “face
to face” (1 Cor'13: 12).

6. This seeing God “face to
face” is the deepest desire of the
human spirit. How eloquent in
this context are the words of
the Apostle Philip in today’s
Gospel, when he says to Jesus:
“Lord, show us the Father and
we shall be satisfied” (Jn 14:8).

Those words are indeed elo-
quent because they bear wit-
ness to the deepest thirst and
desire of the human spirit, but
more eloquent still is the ans-
wer that Jesus gives.

Jesus explains: “He who has
seen me has seen the Father”
(Jn 14:9). Jesus is the revela-
tion of the Father; he explains
to the world what the Father is

like, not because he is the Fat-
her, but because he is one with
the Father in the communion of
divine life. In the words of Je-
sus: “I am in the Father and
the Father in me” (Jn 14:11).
Man no longer has to search all
alone for God. In partnership
with Christ, man discovers God
and he discovers him in Christ.

7. In the $Son, Iin Jesus
Christ, God’s self-revelation
reaches its fullness and zenith.
The author of the Letter to the
Hebrews stressed this point
when he wrote: “In many and
various ways God spoke of old
to our fathers by the prophets;
but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son” (Heb
1:1-2). Therefore Christ is for-
ever the way.

He is the way because he is
the truth. He gives the ultimate
answer to the question “Who is
God?” The Apostle John testi-
fies: “No one. has ever seen
God; the only Son, who is in
the bosom of the Father, he has
made him known” (Jn 1:18).
Through his Incarnation, Jesus
Christ, as Son of God, makes
known the love and Kkindness
and mercy of the eternal God.
And he does this as the Son of
Mary, God made man, in g way
that humanity can understand.

We “reach” God through the
truth. Through the truth about
God and through the truth
about everything that is outside
God: about creation, the mac-
rocosm, and about man, the
microcosm. We ‘reach” God
through the truth that Christ
proclaims, through the truth

~that Christ actually is! We



reach God in Christ who con-

tinues to repeat: “I am the
truth”.
And this “reaching” God,

through the truth which is
Christ, is the source of life. It
is the source of the eternal life
which begins here on earth in
the ‘“darkness of faith”, to
reach its fullness in the vision
of God “face to face” — through
the light of glory, a he actually
is.

Christ brings this life, for he
is the life — just as he says:
“TI am the life.” “I am the way,
and the truth, and the life.”

8. “Why are you cast down,
my soul ... Hope in God” (Ps 42
(43:5). “Behold, we are now co-
ming to the altar of God, to the
God of our joy” (cf. Ps 42 (43):
4).

We come here in order to ce-
lebrate the Eucharist. The Eu-
charist is the most holy Sacra-
ment of our pilgrimage through
faith. It is the nourishment for

_Church.

833

our journey. It is the banquet
of life.

In it we are united with
Christ who is the Way, the
Truth and the Life. We make
him present under the appea-
rances of bread and wine in his
Death and Resurrection. Our
pilgrimage through faith has in
the FEucharist its fullest and
most expressive sign. And at
the same time we unite our-
selves with one another in fra-
ternal community. We unite
ourselves with the whole
We unite ourselves
with all humanity and with the
angels. We give back to God the
whole of creation. Together
with everyone we sing: “Holy,
holy, holy”!

And behold from the very
heart of this Liturgy, from the
heart of the Eucharist, we
proclaim to all: :

Rejoice! Rejoice with us! The
Lord is near! Amen.



Diskors f'Delhi lir-rapprezentanti tad-diversi religjonijiet w

tradizzjonijiet kulturall ’Delhi, 2 ta’ Frar

TRUE LIBERATION WILL BE ACHIEVED ONLY WHEN THE
~ SPIRITUAL VISION OF MAN IS PURSUED

Dear friends,

1. T am pleased that my pil-
grimage to India has brought
me to Delhi. Here we are expe-
riencing together, in g religious
and cultural setting, the reality
that is man in this your vast
and fascinating land. You are
representatives and leaders in
various fields of human life and
endeavour. To all of you I offer
my greetings of friendship, res-
pect and fraternal love.

I wish to thank all who have
made this meeting posible, and
I am especially pleased that so
many young people are able to
be here. I am very grateful to
those of different religions who
hove welcomed me so cordially
and have presented their deep
reflections, together with their
earnest hopes for Indig and for
the world.

For all of us this experience
is conductive to a deep reflec-
tion on this reality of man
which we perceive and are im-
mersed in. In India, without
doubt, this reality offers us a
spiritual vision of man. I believe
that this spiritual vision is of
supreme relevance for the peo-
ple of India and for their fu-
ture; it says much about their
values, their hopes and aspira-
tions and their human dignity.
I believe that g spiritual vision
of man is of immense impor-
tance for the whole of huma-
nity. With an emphasis on spi-
ritual values the world is ca-
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pable of formulating a new at-
titude towards itself — new,
but ‘based to a great extent on
ethical values preserved for
centuries, many of them in this
ancient land.  These include a
spirit. of fraternal charity and
dedicated service, forgiveness,
sacrifice and renunciation, re-
morse and penance for moral
failings, and patience and for-
bearance.

2. "With the passing of time,
it becomes evident that it is ne-
cessary to return over and over
again to the central issue of the
world which is man: man bea-
ring within his heart and soul
the image and likeness of God;
man destined to fulfil his cal-
ling to live for ever.

The one who speaks to you
today is convinced that man is
the way that the Catholic
Church must take in order to
be faithful to herself. In my
first Encyclical I stated: “Man
is the full truth of his existence,
of his personal being and also
of his community and social be-
ing — in the sphere of his own
family, in the sphere of society
and very diverse contexts, in
the sphere of his own nation or
people... and in the sphere of
the whole of mankind — this
man is the primary route that
the Church must travel in ful-
filling her mission” (Redemptor
Hominis, 14). And with equal
conviction I would state that
man is the primary route that



all humanity must follow —
but always man in the ‘“full
truth of his existence”.

3. India has so much to of-
fer to the world in the task of
understanding: man and the
truth of his existence. And what
she offers specifically is a noble
spiritual vision of man — man,
a pilgrim of the Absolute, tra-
velling towards a goal, seeking
the face of God. Did not Mahat-
ma  Gandhi put it this way:
“What I want -to achieve —
what I have been striving and
pining to achieve... is self-rea-
lization — o see God face to
face. I live and move and have
my being in pursuit of this
goal” (Autobiography, pp. 4-5).

On the rectitude of this spi-
ritual vision is built the defence
of man in his daily life. With
this spiritual vision of man we
are equipped to face the con-
crete problems that affect man,
torment his soul and afflict his

body.
" From this vision comes the
incentive 1o - undertake the

struggle to remedy and improve
man’s condition, and to pursue
relentlessly his integral human
development. From it comes the
strength to persevere in the
cause, as well as the clarity of
thought needed to find concrete
solutions to man’s problems.
From ‘a spiritual vision of man
is derived the inspiration to
seek help and to offer collabo-
ration in promoting the true
good of humanity at every level.
Yes, from this spiritual vision
comes an indomitable spirit to
win for man — for each man —
his rightful place in this world.

Despite all the powerful forces
of poverty and oppression, of
evil and sin in all their forms,
the power of truth' will prevail
— the truth about God, the
truth about man. It will prevail

‘because it is invincible. The po-

wer of truth is invincible! “Sat-
yam eva jayate’ — Truth alone
triumphs”, as the motto of In-
dia proclaims.

4, The full truth about man

‘constitutes a whole programme
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for worldwide commitment and
collaboration. My predecessor
Paul VI returned over and over
again to the concept of integral
human development, because it
is based on the truth about
man. He proposed it as the only
way to bring about man’s true
progress at any time, but es-
pecially at this juncture of his-
tory.

In particular Paul VI looked
upon integral human develop-
ment as a condition for arriving
at that great and all pervasive
good which is peace. Indeed, he
stated that this development is
“the new name for peace” (Po-
pulorum Progerssio, 87).

To pursue integral human de-
velopment it is necessary to
take a stand on what is grea-
test and most noble in - man: to
reflect on his nature, his life
and his destiny. In a word, in-
tegral human development re-
quires a spiritual vision of man.

If we are to further the- ad-
vancement of man we must
identify whatever obstructs and
contradicts his total well-being
and affects his life; we must
identify whatever wounds, wea-
kens or destroys life, whatever



attacks human dignity and hin-
ders man from attaining the
truth or from living according
to the truth.

The pursuit of integral human
development invites the world
to reflect on culture and to view
it in its relationship to the final
end of man. Culture is not only
an expression of man’s tempo-
ral life but an aid in reaching
his eternal life.

India’s mission in all of this
is crucial, because of her intui-
tion of the spiritual nature of
man. Indeed India’s greatest
contribution to the world can be
to offer it a spiritual vision of
man. And the world does well
to attend willingly to this an-
cient wisdom and in it to find
enrichment for human living.

5. The attainment of integ-
ral human development for
mankind makes demands on
each individual. It requires a
radical openness to others, and
people are more readily open
to each other when they under-
stand their own spiritual nature
and that of their neighbour.

The Second Vatican Council
perceived in our world “the
birth of a new humanism in
which man is defined above all
by his responsibility towards
his brothers and sisters and to-
wards history” (Gaudium et
Spes, 55). It is indeed evident
that there is no place in this
world for “man’s inhumanity to
man.” Selfishness is a contra-
diction. By his nature man is
called to open his heart, in love,
to his neighbours, because he
has been loved by God. In
Christian tradition as expressed
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by Saint John’s Gospel we read:
“Beloved, if God so loved us,
we also cught to love one ano-
ther... If we love one another,
God abides in us and his love is
perfected in us” (1 Jn 4:11).

The building of a new world
requires something deeply per-
sonal from each human being.
The renewal of the world in all
its social relations begins in the
heart of every individual. It
calls for a change of heart and
for repentance. It calls for a
purification of heart and a real
turning to God. And what is
deeply personal is supremely
social, because ‘“‘man is defined
above all in his responsibilities
to his brothers and sisters...”.
Christians cherish the fact that,
in teaching his followers how
to pray, Jesus told them to ap-
proach God by calling him “Our
Father”.

While speaking of my own
convictions, I know that many
of them are in accord with what
is expressed in the ancient wis-
dom of this land. And in this
wisdom we find today an ever
old and ever new basis for fra-
ternal solidarity in the cause of
man and therefore ultimately
in the service of God.

The spiritual vision of man
that India shares with the
world is the vision of man see-
king the face of God. The very
words used by Mahatma Gandhi
about his own spiritual quest
echo the words quoted by Saint
Paul when he explained that
God is not far from each of us:
“In him we live and move and
have our being” (Acts 17:28).

6. Religion directs our lives



totally to God, and at the same
time our lives must be totally
permeated by our relationship
to God — to the point that our
religion becomes our life. Reli-
gion is concerned with huma-
nity and everything that be-
longs to humanity, and at the
same time it directs to God all
that is human within us. I
would repeat what I wrote at
the beginning of my Pontifi-
cate: “Inspired by eschatologi-
cal faith, the Church considers
an essential, unbreakably uni-
ted element of her mission this
solicitude for man, for his hu-
manity, for tlie future of men
on earth and therefore also for
the course set for the whole of
development and progress” (Re-
demptor Hominis, 15). As reli-
gion works -to promote the
reign of God in this world, it
tries to help the whole of so-
ciety to promote man’s tran-
scendent destiny. At the same
time it teaches its members a
deep personal concern for
neighbour and civic responsibi-
lity - for the eommunity. The
Apostle John issued a challenge
to the early Christian communi-
ty which remains valid for all
religious people everywhere: “I
ask you, how can God’s love
survive in a man who has
enough of this world’s goods
yet closes his heart to his bro-
ther when . he - sees him in
need?” (I Jun 3:17).

7. In the world today, there
is a need for all religions to col-
laborate in the cause of huma-
nity, and to do this from the
viewpoint of the spiritual na-
ture of man. Today, as Hindus,

Muslims, Sikhs, Buddhists,
Jains, Parsees and Christians,
we gather in fraternal love to
assert this by our very presence.
As we proclaim the truth about
man, we Insist that man’s
search for temporal and social
well-being and full’ human dig-
nity corle;ponds to the deep
longings of his spiritual nature.
To work for the attainment and
preservation  of - alll . human
rights, including the basic right
to worship God according to the
dictates of an uprlght con-
science and to profess that faith
externally, must become. ever
more a subject of interreligious
collaboration at all levels. This
interreligious collaboration
must also be conce:ned with
the struggle to eliminate hun-
ger, poverty, ignorance, perse-

. cution, discrimination and eve-
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ry form of enslavement of the
human spirit. Religion is the
mainspring of society’s commit-
ment to justice, and interreli-
gious collaboration must reaf-
firm this in practice.

8. All efforts in the cause of
man-are linked to-a particular
vision of man, and all effective
and complete efforts require a
spiritual vision of man. With
Paul VI I repeat the conviction
that “there is no true huma-
nism but that which is open to
the Absolute and is conscious
of a vocation which gives hu-
man life its true meaning... Man
can only realize himself by rea-
ching beyond himself” (Popu-
lorum Progressio, 42).

The late President of India,
Dr Radhakrishnan, was right
when he said: “Only a moral



and spiritual revolution in the
name of human dignity can
place man above the idols of
economic production, technolo-
gical organization, racial discri-
mination and national egotism”
(The Present Crisis of Faith,
Delhi 1983, p.14). And again
* “The new world of peace, free-
dom and safety for all can be
achieved only by those who are
moved by great spiritual ideals”
(ibid., p. 104).

The wisdom of India will con-
tribute incalculably to the
world by its witness to the fact
that increased possession is not
the ultimate goal of life. The
true liberation of man will be
brought about, as also the eli-
mination of all that militates
against human dignity, only
when the spiritual vision of man
is held in honour and pursued.
Only within this framework can
the world adequately face the
many problems of justice, peace
and integral human develop-
ment that call for urgent solu-
tions. And / within this frame-
work of the truth of man, the
holiness of God will be made
manifest by the rectitude and
uprightness of human relations
in the social, political, cultural
and economic spheres of life.

9. This is the humanism that
unites us today and invites us
to fraternal collaboration, This
is the humanism that we offer
to all the young people of the
world. This is the humanism to
which India can make an im-
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perishable contribution. What
is at stake is the well-being of
all human society — the buil-
ding up of an earthy city that
will already prefigure the eter-
nal one and contain in initial
form the elements that will for
ever be part of man’s eternal
destiny.

The Porphet Isaiah offers us
his vision of this reality:

“I will appoint peace your go-
vernor,

and justice your ruler.

No longer shall violence be
heard of in your land,

or plunder and ruin within
your boundaries.

You shall call your walls ‘Sal-
vation’

and your gates ‘Praise’.

No longer shall the sun

be your light by day,

Nor the brightness of the

moon shine mpon you abt

night;

e

The Lord shall be your light
forever,

your God shall be your glory”
(Is 60:17-19).

However we describe our spi-
ritual vision of man, we know
that man is central to God’s
plan. And it is for man that we
are all called to work — to la-
bour and toil for his better-
ment, for his advancement, for
his integral human develop-
ment. A creature and child of
God, man is, today and always,
the path of humanity — man
in the full truth of his exis-
tence!



3. Omelija f’Ranchi, 3 ta’ Frar

UNEMPLOYMENT THREATENS THE DIGNITY
OF EVERY PERSON

1. “Beforer the mountains
were born

or the earth  or the world
brought forth,

you are God, without begin-

ning or end” (Ps 89 (90):2).

Dear Borthers and Sisters,

Together with all of you, I
wish to adore God the Creator:
God the Father Almighty, the
Creator of heaven and earth. I
wish to adore him on Indian
soil. I wish to adore him here in
this vast country which stret-
ches from the towering Himala-
yas in the North to the Malabar
and Coromandel coasts in the
~ South. I wish to adore the Crea-
tor here in Ranchi, with all of
you from, Bihar, Orissa and
Madhya Pradesh, from the An-
daman and Nicobar Islands, and
from the Kingdom of Nepal. In
a particular way, I join in praise
and worship with the millions
and millions of workers in In-
dia: with every man and woman
who works in the fields, in the
mines, in the factories, in the
workshops, in the offices, in the
homes, in the remote villages as
well as in the urban centres. At
this Eucharist in Ranchi, we
join our voices and hearts to
adore our God who is without
beginning or end.

2. The Psalmist + proclaims
the eternity of God when he
sings: “To your eyes a thousand
years are like yesterday, come
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and gone, no more than a watch
in the night” (Ps 89 (90):4).

God is eternal, he is eternity
itself. Yet he does not remain
separated from us or inaccess-
sible to us. He is the Creator of
the world: from him everything
has taken its beginning. He is
the Creator of man. And to us
human beings who are mor-
tal and subject to decay in
our bodies, God speaks in these
words: “Go back, sons of men”
(Ps 89 (90):3). And yet God in- °
vites every person whom he has
created in his own image and
likeness to ibecome a sharer in
his life, his wisdom and his
eternity.

Hence each man and woman
is a pilgrim on this earth — a
pilgrim of the Absolute, a pil-
grim in search of the Absolute!
And each one is called. We are
all pilgrims, members of the
People of God whom the Crea-
tor and Father leads towards his
own holiness. He leads us to
himself through the experiences
and the trials of the present
life.

3. In order to teach us the
way of living that leads to union
with Geod, the Father has given
us his Son. He has made him
the cornerstone, so that we may
grow towards salvation (cf. 1
Pt 2:6-8). For in him, in Jesus
Christ, we too become living
stones ‘“built into a spiritual
house, to be a holy priesthood,



to offer spiritual sacrificces ac-
ceptable to God” (I Pt 2:5).

These spiritual sacrificies are
linked with everything that makes
up our life. In a particular way
they are linked with human work,
for work is a basic dimension of
human life on earth. :

4. Today I would like to reflect
with you lon the value and dignity
of human work. Jesus 'Christ was
a carpenter’s son. He worked for
* the greater part of his life on earth
in the same trade as his foster
father, Joseph. By working, Jesus
proclaimed in the ordinary activi-
ties of his daily life the dignity of
work. All human work is a partici-
pation in the activity of the Creator
himself. Whether we work in a
factory, an office or a hospital, or
in the fields, or as a rickshaw dri-
ver or as a mother at home
whatever work we do — we all
share in the creative activity of
God. This gives all work its mean-
ing and worth. “The basis for de-
termining the value of human work
is not primarily the kind of work
being done but the fact that the
one who is doing it is a person’
(Laborem Exercens, 6). It follows
from this that all human work,
however humble it may appear,
must be fully respected, protected
and justly remunerated, so that
families and indeed the whole com-
munity may live in peace, prosperi-
ty and progress.

3. Work brings joy and fulfil-
ment, but it also entails toil and
fatigue. The fulfilment and joy
spring from the fact that human
work enables men and women to
exercise that mastery over the
earth which God has entrusted to
them (cf. Gen 1:26-28). For God

said to the first man and woman:
“Be fruitful and multiply, and fill
the earth and subdue it; and have
dominion over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the air and
over every living thing that moves
upon, the earth” (Gen 1:28).

The work we do, however, may
not be the type of work we would
prefer, or it may be hazardous,
such as work deep down in the
mines. The work may be hard, mo-
notonous and exhausting. Such is
our human condition. It is written
in the Bible that because of dis-
obedience man will earn his bread
by the sweat of his brew and that
the land upon which he labours will
not easily yield its fruits (cf. Gen
3:16-19). Yet for a worker who
places his trust in God, the toil and
fatigue of work is accompanied by
the joy of knowing that he or she
is collaborating with the Creator.

6. For those of us who are Chris-
tians, Jesus is the perfect model
and inspiration for our work. In his
work, Jesus remained in deep com-
munion with his heavenly Father.
We should therefore consider care-
fully how Jesus faithfully per-
formed his daily work during the
many years of his life in Nazareth.
This is a powerful example for all
of us. The witness of Jesus in his
work as g carpenter fills us with
joy and encourages us to persevere
in jour humble service to humanity.

Furthermore, dear brothers and
sisters in Christ, we must never
forget the reason why Jesus came
into the world. Jesus came to ac-
complish, the work of salvation.
And how did he accomplish the
work of salvation? Through his
suffering and death on the Cross
and by the victory of his glorious



Resurrection. All human work, no
matter how insignificant it may
seem, shares in this work of sal-
vation. As I stated in my Eu-
cyclical on Human Work: “By en-
during the toil of work in mumnion
with Christ crucified for us, man
in a way collabcrates with:the Son
of God for the redemption of hu-
manity. He shows himself a true
disciple of Christ by.carrying the
Cross in his turn every day in the
activity that he is called upon to
perform’ (Laborem Exercens, 27).

7. The Church, seeking to be
faithful to the example and witness
of Christ, has a very special con-
cern for the welfare of workers.
The well-known Encyclicals of the
Popes starting with Rerum Nova-
rum of Leo XIII have continually
defended the right of the worker
to a just wage and to proper
working conditions. The Church’s
teaching is founded on the principle
that every human person is
created in the image of God and
has a wunique God-given dignity.
Thus no one should be used as a
mere instrument for production, as
though the person were a machine
or a beast [of burden. The Church
rejects any sccial or economic
system that leads to the deperso-
nalization of workers. Over and
above her. concern for proper
working conditions, the Church in-
sists on a just wage for workers,
a wage that takes into account the
needs of their family. “Just remu-
neration for the work of an adult
who is responsible for a family
means remuneration which will suf-
fice for establishing and properly
maintaining a family and for pro-
viding security for its future” (La-
borem Exercens, 19).

i

My heart goes out in a special
way to the many unemployed who
want to work but are unable to
find suitable employment, at times
because of discrimination based 'on
religion, caste, community oOr
language. Unemployment and un-
der-employment give rise to frus-
tration and a feeling of wseless-
ness, and cause disharmony in the
family; they bring anguish and un-
told hardships and weaken the very
fabric and structure of society.
They threaten the dignity of every
man and woman. There is an ur-
gent need to take fresh initiatives
to solve this grave problem, and
these initiatives often require col-
laboration on the national and in-
ternational level. Ad it is crucially
important that the negotiations and
plans to overcome unemployment
be marked by respect and dialogue
between the employers and those
seeking work.

8. At this Mass today, I am
pleased to wear liturgical vest-
ments which have a particular
symbolic meaning for the Catholic
people of this part of India. The
designs on the chasuble symbolize

“your belief in the abundant bless-
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ings that God the Creator pours out
on his people, and they show your
faith in the power of God to over-
come all evil.

The chasuble and stole are signs
of the priesthood: signs of the
priestly wvocation, character and
ministry. Through his ministry of
God’s word and the sacraments, in
particular the Eucharist, the priest
reminds all the baptized of every-
thing which the first reading of this
Mass so splendidly expresses: “You
are a chosen race, a royal priest-
hood, a holy mnation. God’s own



people” (1 Pt 2:9).

And since you are God’s chosen
ones, you must proclaim the won-
derful works of God. You must
proclaim. the wonderful works of
God the Creator through every-
thing that is the result and fruit of
human work. Precisely for this rea-
son we bring to the altar the fruits
of human work and we offer them
in sacrifice.

9. God has “called you out of
darkness into his marvellous light”
(1 Pt 2:9).

Yes, he has called us all in Jesus
Christ. Jesus (Christ is the light.
Indeed, he is “the way, and the
truth, and the life” (Jn 14:6). And
so he can lead us to the Father,
ta this God who is light and truth
and holiness itself. Jesus calls us
and invites us to share in his own

~divine life — through everything
which makes up our earthly exist-
ence, through all the toil of our
human work.

Accepting the light which is in
Christ, we too must become ‘“the
light of the world” (Mt 5:14). We
have tc become “the salt of the
earth” (Mt 5:13) which gives taste
to human life.

As followers of Christ, you are

- called to be the light of Christ here
in India and with Christ to trans-
form the world. Let your work
serve the gocd of your neighbour.
Share with the underprivileged, the
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sick and the handicapped. Strive to
remove everything that loppresses
people, and working together do
all you can to solve the unemploy-
ment situation. Wherever you are,
seek to radiate the presence Of
Christ: in  your families, before
your children: in your place of
work, through the joyful practice cf
the wvirtues you have found in
Jesus.

In this great mation, against the
background of the ancient heritage
of India, I ask you, dear brothers
and sisters, to accept these words
that Christ speaks to you today,
just as he once spoke them to his
first listeners and disciples: “Let
your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father who
is in heaven” (Mt 5:16).

Sons and daughters of the great
Indian. motherland, accept these
words! You are the Church of the
Living God in this most ancient
land, through which have passed
so many generaticns, languages
and civilizations. Accept these
words!

They are the words of Jesus
Christ. It is the Redeemer of the
world who speaks, who tells you
“You are the light of the world”,
“You are the salt of the earth”.
And he is the “cornerstone” of our
salvation; he is the cornerstone of
our life in God! Amen.
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-JOINED IN‘A NEW SOLIDARITY ;THE INTELLECTUALS
MUST RESPOND TO THE €CHALLENGES OF OUR TIMES

Dear Friends, .

It gives me partlcular plea,sure to
have this epportunity of meeting
you, the distinguished represen-
tatives of the religious, cultural and
social life of this city of Calcutta,
of Bengal and 'of India.,

k. In you I greet, the, spmtual
vitality. of Bengal and of the whole
of | India.

In you I salute the venerable cul-
ture of this land. You are the heirs
of more than three thousand years
of intense artistie, eultural and re-
ligious life in this region. Here the
human spirit  thas been, nobly
served by a host of men and wo-
men rightly  esteemed for  their
learning, and wisdom, for their, sen-
sitivity to, the deepest aspirations
of the human heart, for their pre-
cious artistic. achievements. . .

In, you I acknowledge with ad-
miration net only the achievements
of the past, but: also: those, of. mo-
dern Bengal and modern. India.

I have looked forward to this
meeting in a spirit of fraternal dig-
logue, with, sentiments of selidari-
ty with. you who are engaged in
many different forms of service to
your fellow: citizens.

I wish to say to you what the
Second Vatican Council declared to
the men and women of thought and
science: “Happy are those who,
while possessing the truth, search
more earnestly for it in order to
renew it, deepen it and transmit it
to others. Happy also are those
net having found it are working to-
wards it with a sincere heart. May

they seek the light - of tomorrow
with the hght of today until they
reach the fullness of light” (Closing

:Message)

May this be our common lhope
and prayer!

2. This afternoon I yisited the
Nlrmal Hrlday, the “Home of the
Dymg”, at Kalighat.

In every country of the world, in
every city, town and village, in
every family, indeed in every hu-
man life, we come face to face with
the ever‘-present reallty of human
suffering. “The unwrlttem book’ of
the history of humanity speaks
constantly of the theme of suffer-
ing (cf. SalelCl Dolorls 7)

Ind1v1duals and groups and
whole populatlons suffer when
they see somethmg good in which
they “ought” to srhare, but which
escapes them. At times thls suf-
fering, becomes, especially 1ntense
In certain historical situations the
burden  of pain borne by the hu-
man family seems to grow beyond
all possnbmty of relxerf 7

Elsewhere I have spoken con-
cerning our contempomry world
which “as never before has been
transformed by progress through
man’s work and, at the same time,
is as never before in danger be-
cause of man’s mistakes and of-
fences” (ibid.).

Suffering ,with its accompanying
fear and frustration, becomes es-
pecially dramatic and acute when
the question is asked: Why" and no
adequate response is forthcommg

I strongly believe that just as all

sid



human beings are joined in the ex-
perience of pain and suffering, so
too all men and women of good
will who are the leaders in the
field of intellectual and artistic
endeavour must join together in a
new solidarity in order to respond
to the fundamental challenges of
our times. In this sense you are
invested with an altogether special
responsibility for the well-being of
your motherland.

The new situation into which the
advances of knowledge and tech-
nology have thrust the human fa-
mily requires wvision and wisdom
equal to the best that humanity has
produced under the guidance of its
saints and sages. A new civilization
is struggling to be born: a civiliza-
tion of understanding and respect
for the inalienable dignity of every
human person created in the image
of God; a civilization of justice and
peace in which there will be ample
room, for legitimate differences,
and in which disputes will be set-
tled through enlightened dialogue,
not through confrontation.

3. Religious leaders, by a special
title,. must be sensitive to the suf-
ferings and needs ©of humanity.
“Men look to the various religions
for answers to those profound my-
steries of the human condition
which, today even as in olden
times, deeply stir the human heart:
What is man? What is the meaning
and the purpose of our life? What
is gcodness and what is sin? What
gives rise to our sorrows and to
what intent? Where lies the path to
true happiness?...” (Nostra Aetate,
1). -

There opens up an immenge field
of dialogue between the various
philosophies and religious tradi-

tions in answer to these questions,
and of mutual collaboration in
seeking to respond concretely to
the challenges of development and
assistance, especially to the poor-
est.

The saints and true men and wo-
men of religion have always been
moved by a powerful and active
compassion for the pcor and the
suffering. In our day, as well as
seeking to relieve the distress of in-
dividuals and groups, our religious
and social conscience is challenged
by the question inevitably raised
by the growing inequality between
developed areas and those which
are increasingly dependent, and by
the injustice of much meeded re-
sources being channelled into the
production iof terrifying weapons of
death and destruction.

Our religious beliefs, which
teach us the value and dignity of
all life, urge us to commit our
energies to the endeavour of men,
and women 'of good will, in the
first place the poor themselves, to
help change those attitudes and
structures which are responsible
for man-made poverty and oppres-
sive suffering. This requires a
mighty investment of intellectual
energy and imagination. Herein
your ontribution in the cause of
truth is ‘paramcunt. As intellec-
tuals, thinkers, writers, scientists,
artists, you must always be intent
on unleashing in the world the
power of truth for the service of
humanity. ‘

And I am sure that you share a
conviction once expressed by Paul
of Tarsus: “We cannot do anything
against the truth, but only for the
truth’ (2 Cor 13:8). This in fact is
an echo jof what is stated in the



ancient Upanishads and upheld as
the very motto of your revered
nation: “Truth alone triumphs —
Satyam éva jayate” (Mundaka Up-
anishad, 3, 1, 6).

It is a deep religious intuition
that the “service of men is ser-
vice of God” — as expressed by
Swami Vivekananda, one of the re-
nowned figures connected with this
city — and that when we go out to
our brothers and sisters in frater-
nal love we receive from them
mgre than we give them. This is an
intuition which is also deeply In-
dian, as witnessed by your holy
books and by the testimony of so
many religious men and women.

I wish to reaffirm the Catholic
Church’s commitment to the pro-
cesses of development which lead
to greater justice for all. I invite
the Catholic community of Bengal
and all India to work wholehearted-
ly for this goal, and I express the
hope that followers of all religious
persuasions will join in the con-
struction of a new civilization of
peace and love.

4. In speaking to you, men and
women of the academic world, re-
presentatives of the world of art
and the sciences, religious leaders,
I cannot but underline the Catholic
Church’s esteem for the manifold
cultural life which you represent.
The Church rejoices at the creative
richness which has characterized
the culture of India during its
history of thousands of years. Dur-
ing ithis time it has preserved a
marvellous continuity and a subtle
unity in the midst of a wide variety
of manifestations. Tts vitality and
relevance are borne out by the fact
that it has moulded many sages and
saintly mystics, poets and artists,

philosophers and statesmen of
great excellence. Yes, the Church
looks in admiration mupon your
contribution to humanity and feels
so close tol you in so many expres-

~ sions of your ethics and your as-
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ceticism. She attests to her pro-
found respect for the spiritual vi-
sion Of man that is expressed cen-
tury after century through your
culture and in the education that
transmits it. And she is pleased
that, from the beginning, Chris-
tianity has become incarnate on In-
dian soil and in Indian hearts.

Yes, culture is the embodiment
of the spiritual experiences and
desires of a people. It refines and
unfolds the sgpiritual and native
qualities of each human group. It
creates the customs and institu-
tions which seek to render social
life more human and more condu-
cive to the common good. It gives
concrete expression to truth, good-
ness and beauty in a multitude of
artistic forms (cf. Gaudium et Spes,
53 ff.).

Here it is fitting to make ref-
erence in particular to the rich cul-
tural heritage of Bengal and of the
city of Calcutta, graced with a
great wvariety of ethmic communi-
ties, each making its specific con-
tribution to the general culture.

In spite of a succession of trau-
matic experiences consequent
upon natural disasters and political
events, Bengal has been renowned
for the wvitality of its cultural and
artistic life. In song, poetry, dra-
ma, dance and the graphic arts this
culture gives expression to the ori-
ginal values present in the life of
the people. It is a culture deeply
rooted in the soil of this region.
One notes warm, hospitality, open-



ness. to others, -and the strength of
family life.

+Against the background of great
suffering and social problems, all
of this helps us:tc believe:in the
forces of hope and in the triumph,
under God, of the human spirit.
5. In preparing for this visit I
have learned that Bengal was a
pioneer in introducing modern edu-
cation on .a large scale. This is not
to say that you do not have to con-
tend today with serious problems
in. the field of education and .cul-
ture. It is in facing these problems
with courage and resourcefulness
that. you:show the integrity of your
spiritual - and intellectual leader-
ship. 1. ‘ .

T.am pleased to know that the
Christian. Churches have. contri-
buted to.the: cultural development
of: Bengal .through their education-
al institutions..I.wish to encourage
the Catholic. educators. .of all India
te -malke: their. schools and .centres
of thigher education ever:better in-
struments at the service of: justice,
development and harmony in social
life, :inspiring an  ever-increasing
awareness of the vocation to serve
the. integral well-being of people,
especially the young .and the paor.

In order to fulfil. this task with
completeness. these . - institutions
are called to a twofold fidelity. Fid-
elity,. in. the. first place, to the
Gospel: message  of universal bro-
therhood .and solidarity under .the
loving providence iof our heavenly
Father, and fidelity: to what is.best
and most wvaluable in .Indian cul-
ture. Christians in India know that
their vocation is not..only to. give,
but:alsc to receive.: Theirs is a. pil-
grimage ito the depths of the hu-
man spirit, a pilgrimage which en-
riches their vision and insight into

- religious truth and into the Gospel

of our Lord Jesus Christ.

My dear friends: in the Catholic
Church you will find a willing part-
ner in the dialogue of truth and
in the service of man; you will find
a persevering ally to encourage you
in making your irreplaceable con-
tribution to humanity. Catholics in
every part of the world are ex-
horted by the Second Vatican
Council “that through dialogue and
collaboration with the followers of
other religions, and in witness of
Christian faith and life, they ack-
nowledge, preserve and promote
the spiritual and moral goods
found among these people, as well
as. in their social and. cultural
values* (Nostra Aetate, 2).

The Catholic Church in turn
looks to you, men and women of
the world of culture, to defend and
promote the spiritual and moral
well-being .of your people, in the
common.cause of safeguarding and
fostering . human = dignity, social
justice, peace and freedom in the
world.

To conclude, I would like to
raise to God this significant prayer
uttered by one of the great sons
of this wvery region, Rabindranath
Tagore: “Give us strength to love,

-to. love fully, our life in its joys
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and. sorrows, in-its gains and loss-
es, in its rise and fall. Let.us have
strength enough fully to see and
hear: Thy wuniverse and. to work
with full vigour therein. Let us ful-
ly live the life- Thou hast given us,
let . us ~bravely take and. bravely
give. This is our: prayer to Thee”
(Sadhana, Madras 1979, p. 113).

And.may Almighty God help us
to build. together: a civilization of
harmony and love for every human
being! : A



5. Omelija f’Kalkutta fl-4 ta’ Frar

THE VOICE OF THE POOR IS THE VOICE OF CHRIST

1. “He has anointed me to
preach good news to the poor” (Lk
4:18).

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

These are the words originally
written by the Prophet Isaiah as
he thought about the future Mes-
siah. Messiah means ‘“Anointed
One’”. But here is meant not just
an ancinting with oil, but an an-
ointing with the Holy Spirit.

And so the Prophet says: “The

Spirit of the Lord is upon me, be-
cause he has anointed me to
preach good news to the poor” (Lk
4:18).
.. /Anoiting with oil signifies the
granting of power. The Messiah is
the one who is anointed with the
Holy Spirit and who comes in the
power of the Holy Spirit. He
brings to people the Spirit of Truth
and the power of this Spirit.

The Messiah is Christ: Jesus
Christ, Jesus of Nazareth. Precise-
ly there, in Nazareth, Jesus reads
the words of the Prophet Isaiah
about the Messiah, about anointing
with the Holy Spirit. And he says
to his fellow townsfolk gathered in
the synagogue in Nazareth: “Today
this scripture has been fulfilled in
your hearing” (Lk 4:21). It was ful-
filled in him.

2. Jesus of Nazareth is the one
“whom the Father consecrated
and sent into the world” (Jn 10:36).
The prophecies concerning him
have been fulfilled. The ‘expecta-
tions of Israel and of the whole: of
humanity have been fulfilled in
him. For - he, Jesus Christ, has
brought the fullness of life which
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is from God himself. It is the full-
ness of life for the spirit, for every
created spirit. God, who is himself
the infinitely perfect Spirit, opens
this fullness before humanity in
the Holy Spirit.

Already at the creation of the
world “the Spirit of God was mov-
ing over the face of the waters”
(Gen 1:2), as the Book of Genesis
relates. And man created in the
image and likeness of God has
been called, from the beginning, to
share, by the power of the Holy
Spirit, in the life of God by grace.

When sin sprang up between the
human heart and the holiness of
God — the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit — the path to this
fullness of life which is from God
could be reopened only through
the Redemption.

The Redemption of humanity!
The Redemption of the world! He
who was foretold by Isaiah is the
Redeemer. The anointing with the
Holy Spirit signifies the power of
the Redemption. Only at the price
of the Redemption, at the price of
the Cross 'of Christ, could humani-
ty regain this life which is from
God, the life which was lost be-
cause of sin, the life which is com-
municated to the human spirit in
the Holy = Spirit. Jesus Christ,
through his Death and Resurrec-
tion, has revealed this life. He has
left it for all people in the mystery
of his Church. In this way the
Good News of salvation is ac-
complished: man shares in the di-
vine nature. He receives the life
which is from God and receives it



“abundantly’” (cf. Jn 10:10).

3. Dear brothers and sisters in
Christ our Redeemer: it is the fun-
damental mission of the Church to
proclaim to the world the Good
News of the Redemption. And this
is why I have come to you: to cels
ebrate with you, especially in the
Eucharist, the redemptive mystery
of the Passion and Resurrection of
Christ, and to encourage you in
your efforts to bear witness to this
mystery before the world.

In offering to others the Good
News of the - Redemption, the
(Church strives to understand their
culture. She seeks to know the
minds and hearts of her hearers,
their values and customs, their
problems and difficulties, their
hopes and dreams. Once she knows
and understands these various as-
pects of culture, then she can be-
gin the dialogue of salvation; she
can offer, respectfully but with
clarity and conyiction, the Good
News of the Redemption to all who
freely wish to listen and to respond.
This is the evangelical challenge of
the Church in every age.

In visiting India I am happy to
icome to this great city of its
Eastern Regicn. In the rich mosaic
of your many peoples, the people
of this region show a distinctive
character, an d they have contri-
buted in an important way, through
the vitality of their culture, to the
nation’s history and its dynamism.

From this region have arisen
great statesmen and leaders, emi-
nent spokesmen 'of the aspirations
and ideals of your people as they
sought national independence and
unity. From this region, tco, have
come artisis, poets, and men and
women of letters who have spoken

to the minds, hearts and imagina-
tions of their countrymen, rousing
them to a sense of self-worth and
dignity, calling them to values
which demand sacrifice and dis-
cipline. )

4, This region has also produced
eminent religious thinkers, among
them the well-known Nobel Prize
winner, Gurudev  Rabindranath
Tagore. These people have
helped foster a religious and
cultural refinement which has en-
riched the life of the country. The
Church holds them in esteem, to-
gether with the religions which
they represent. As Pope Paul VI
once said of mnon-Christian reli-
gions: “They carry within them the
echo of thousands of years iof
searching for God... They possess
an impressive patrimony of deeply
religious texts. They have taught
generations of pecple how to pray.
They are all impregnated with in-
numerable “seeds of the Word” and
can constitute a true “preparation
for the Gospel” (Evangelii Nun-
tiandi,'53).

While  esteeming the value of
these religions, and seeing in them
at times the action of the Holy
Spirit who is like the wind which
“pblows where it wills” (Jn 3:8),
the Church remains convinced of
the need for her to fulfil her task
iof offering to the world the full-
ness of revealed truth, the truth
of the Redemption in Jesus Christ.

5. Isaiah speaks and Jesus makes
the words of the Prophet his own
when, he proclaims them at Naza-
reth: “The Spirit of the Lord is

. upon me, because he has anointed
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me to preach good news to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim
release to the captives and reco-



vering of sight to the blind, to set
at liberty those who are oppressed,
to proclaim the acceptable year of
the Lord” (Lk 4:18-19).

.The Church in Bengal and all
India has sought, in various ways,
to put into: practice this.Messianic
programme of Jesus. Christ,: by fol-
lowing her age-old apostolic tradi-
tion. and meeting the concrete
needs . of the actual place. I am
thinking for example of the signifi-
cant contribution made by - the
Church here in the field of edu-
cation. Last year, :Saint Xavier’s
College in this .city celebrated the
completion of ahundred and twen-
ty-five years of service, and it was

noteworthy that the entire. City

and State joined in the celebrations
which were honoured by the Pre-
sident of India himself.

The Jesuit Fathers, who are ser-
ving in many .nstitutions besides
Saint Xavier’s College; were-soon
followed by ‘the .dnstitute of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, better known
as-the Loreto Nuns. They opened
their first school for girls in 1842,
and to this day the quality. of their
educational - institutions. is. well
known and. appreciated. - Many
other religious ..congregations - of
men and women have since - fol-
lowed and shared in the same well-
deserved reputation of axcellence
and generosity.

All the  initiatives of educatlon
and service:which the Church has
undertaken in this ‘region, under
the leadership of the bishops,.have
been made not-only on: behalf of
Christiansi but of everyone living
here. Your institutions, :staffed by
religious, lay Christians and<their
collaboratiors, hawve helped people
of all conditions ‘and -creeds.:

performing these services you
have borne wtness to the Gospel of
the Redemption. And you have
greatly contributed to the unity and
development of: scciety.

6. In. our time, the Messianic

~ programme of Jesus of Nazareth,

the programme of the Gospel, has
found precisely here in India, and
particularly in Calcutta, an affir-
mation which is especially eloquent
and. at the same time a witness.
It is a witness which the whole
world watches, a testimony which
smites the conscience of the world.
. am, speaking of the witness of the
life and work of one, who although
she was not boern in India is now
known -as Mother  Teresa of Cal-
cutta. Some years ago, impelled by
the dove of Christ and a desire to
serve him in those suffering the
greatest. distress and pain, she
went forth .from: one (of the edu-
cational . institutions to establish
the Missionaries of Charity. This
type of. evangelical service to the
poorest of .the poor fulfills in a
concrete «way the Messianic pro-
gramme of Jesus, to: bring: “good
news to the poor”’ (Lk 4:18). It has
given the world a compelling les-
son in compassion and genuine
love of our meighbour in need. It
has shown the power wof the Re-
demption to inspire men and wio-
men;to heroic service .and to sus-
tain them. in it year after year.
Such charity and self-sacrifice,
done out . of love.for Christ, chal-
lenges the world, a world which is
all too familiar with selfishness
and hedonism, with ‘greed :for mo-
ney, prestige and power. In the
face of  the evils of our modern
age, this testimony 'proclaims not
with words but by deeds'and sacri-



rifice the pre-eminent value of love,
the love of Christ our Redeemer.
It calls the sinner to conversion
and finvites him to follow the ex-
ample of Christ, “to preach good
news to the poor” (Lk 4:18).

7. But who are the poor of to-
day’s world? The Gospel speaks of
“the blind”’, “the captives” and
“those who are oppressed” (Lk
4:18). And the poor includes all
those who live without the basic
physical or spiritual necessities of
life. In the contemporary world,
too, there are millions of refugees
exiled from their homelands, and
millions more, sometimes complete
tribes 'or peoples, facing total ex-
tinction due to drought and famine.
And who could fail to recognize
the poverty of ignorance suffered
by those who never have the op-
portunity to study? Or the utter
powerlessness felt by countless
people in the face of injustice and
underdevelopment? And there are
countless people who are deprived
of their right to religious freedom
and suffer immensely because they
cannct woorship 'God according .to
the dictates ©of an upright con-
science.

Our age also faces numerous
kinds of moral poverty which
threaten the freedom and dignity
of the human person, like the po-
verty of those who live without
perceiving the meaning iof life, the
poverty of a misguided or erro-
neous conscience, the poverty of
broken homes and separated fami-
lies, the poverty of sin.

In this modern world which suf-
fers so many forms of poverty, the
‘Church seeks to “preach good news
to. the poor”. And it does so
through the efforts of people like
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Mother Teresa and others like her,
whose love of (Christ and service to
the poorest (of the poor is profound-
ly prophetic, profoundly evan-
gelical. Such work of self-sacrifice
and Christian love is indeed an
eloquent way ‘to proclaim the ac-
ceptable year of the Lord” (Lk
4:19). It is for me and for all the
Church an “encouragement in
(Christ,” an “incentive of love”, a
“participation in the spirit” (Phil
2:10)"

8. And so, upon seeing this wiork
here, in Calcutta, here where it was
born from, the great love of Christ
in the heart of a simple servant of
the Lord, I wish to make my own
the exhortation. which the Apostle
Paul directed to the Christians in
Philippi:

“If there is any encouragement
in Christ, any incentive of love, my
participation in the Spirit, any af-
fection and sympathy, complete
my joy by being of the same mind.
having the same love, being in full
accord and lof one mjind”’ (Phil 2:
1-2).

Were the words of the Apostle
of the Gentiles written only for the
Church in Philippi? Only for the
Church injCalcutta? No! For all the *
Churches of the whole wiorld! For
all the Christians! For the follow-
ers of all religions. For all people
of good will.

This is the testimony of fraternal
love. This is the exhortation of
Saint Paul: “Complete my joy by
being of the same mind, having the
same love; being in full accord
and of lone mind. Do nothing from
selfishness . or conceit” (Phil
2:2-3).

Do nothing tio perpetuate hatred,
injustice or suffering! Do nothing



in, favour of the arms race! Nothing
to promote the oppression of peo-
ples and nations! Nothing inspired
by hypocritical forms' jof imperial-
ism or inhuman ideologies.

Let those who have no voice fi-

nally speak!

Let India speak!

Let Mother Teresa’s poor and all
the poor of the world speak!

Their voice is the voice of Christ!
Amen,

6. Diskors " Madras lill-membri ta’ religjonijiet mhux insara, 5 ta’ Frar

THE HUMAN PERSON HAS A RIGHT TO RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

Distinguished Friends,

1. T have been longing to visit In-
dia, the land of many religions and
of a rich cultural heritage, and I
have looked forward to this meet-
ing. I am very happy to have this
occasion of spiritual fellowship
with you.

India is indeed the cradle of an-
~ cient religious traditions. The be-
lief in a reality within man which

is beyond the material and bio-

logical, the belief in the Supreme
Being which explains, justifies, and
miakes possible man’s rising above
all aspects of his material self —
these beliefs are deeply exper-
ienced in India. Your meditations
on things unseen and spiritual have
made a deep impression lon the
world. Your overwhelming sense
of the primacy of religion and of
the greatness of the Supreme Be-
ing has been a powerful witness
against a materialistic and atheistic
" view of life.

The Indian rightly thinks that
religion has a profound meaning
for him. His very being experiences
impulses, instincts, questions, long-
ings and aspirations which testify
to the greatest of all human
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quests: the quest for the Absolute,
the quest for God. In my first
Encyclical after being elected Pope,
I made reference to the fact that
the Second Vatican Council’s De-
claration on non-Christion Reli-
gions “is filled with deep esteem
for the great spiritual values, in-
deed for the primacy of the spi-
ritual, which in the life of man-
kind finds expression in religion
and then in morality, with direct
effects on the whole of culture”
(Redemptor Hominis, 11).

2. The ICatholic IChurch recog-
nizes the truths that are contained
in the religious traditions of India.
This recognition makes true dia-
logue possible. Here today the
Church wishes to voice again her
true appreciation of the great heri-
tage of the religious spirit that is
manifested in your cultural tradi-
tion. The Church’s approach to
other religions is one of genuine
respect; with them she seeks mu-
tual icollaboration. This respect is
twofold: respect for mamn in his
quest for answers to the deepest
questions of his life, and respect
for the action of the Spirit in man.

Asl an inner attitude of the mind



and heart, spirituality involves an
emphasis on the inner man and it
produces an inward transformation
of the self. The emphasis on the
spiritual nature ‘of man is an em-
phasis on the sublime dignity of
every human person. Spirituality
teaches that at the core of all out-
ward appearances there is that in-
ner self which in so many ways is
related to the Infinite. This spiri-
tuality of inwardness which is so
predominant in the Indian religious
tradition achieves its complement
and fulfilment in the external life
of man. Gandhi’s spirituality is an
eloguent illustration of this.  He
says: {‘Let me explain what I mean
by : religion... that which changes
one’s very nature, which binds one
indissolubly to the truth within and
which ever purifies. It is the per-
manent element in human nature
which counts no cost too great in
order to find full expression and
which leaves the soul utterly rest-
less until it has found itself, known
its Maker and appreciated the true
correspondence between the Maker
and itself” (All Men are-Brothers,
‘Ahmidabad 1960 p.:74).

' 3.Ina world filled with poverty,
disease, ignorance and suffering,
genuine spirituality can not only
change the mind of man but also
change the whole. world for the
better.. Genuine spirituality is
seriously concerned with bringing
relief to all those who are suffering
or in want. In the Christian Scrip-
tures there is a particular passage
which, I believe, the followers of
alll -reltig‘i‘o‘u‘s traditions. will agree
with: “He .who:says he .is in the
light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. . He who loves

his ‘brother abides in-the light, and

.in it'there is no cause for stumb-
Tling” (1 Jn 2:9-10).

' The abelition. of inhuman living
conditions is an authentic spiritual
victory, because it brings man
freedom, dignity, and the possi-
bility of spiritual life. It enables
him to rise above the material.
Every man, no matter how poor or
unfortunate, is worthy ©f respect
and freedom by reason of his spi-
ritual nature. Because we believe
in man, n his value and in his in-
nate excellence, we love him and
serve him and seek to relieve his
sufferings. As a sage of Tamilna-
du, Pattinattar, puts it:

“Believe -the One above.

Believe that God. is.

Know " that all -other wealth is
naught. :

Feed the hungry.

Know that righteousness and
gocd company are benefical;

Be content that God’s will be
done.

A sermon this is unto thee, O
Heart!” (Temple Bells, ed. A.J. Ap-
pasamy, Calcutta, pp. 72-73). :

The Catholic (Church has time
and again expressed the conviction
that all people, both believers and
non-helievers, must unite and col-
laborate . in: the task of bettering
this world where all live together.
“This. certainly cannot be done
without -a dialogue, that is sincere
and prudent” (Gaudium et Spes,
21): Dialogue which proceeds from
the “internal drive of charity” (cf.
Ecclesiam Suam, 64) is a powerful
means in eradicating evil from hu-
man life and from the life of the

.community,in establishing right
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jorder: in- human society and thus
contributing to the common: good



of all men in every walk of life.

4. Dialogue between members of
different religions increases and
deepens mutual respect and paves
the way for relationships that are
crucial in solving the problems of
human suffering. Dialogue that is
respectful and open to the opinions
of others can promote union and a
commitment. to this moble cause.

Besides, the experience of dialogue

gives a sense of solidarity and
courage for, overcoming Mbarriers
and difficulties in the task of na-
tion-building. For without dialogue
the barriers of prejudice, suspicion
and misunderstanding cannot be ef-
fectively removed. With dialogue,
each partner m@akes an honest at-
tempt to deal with the common
problems of life and receives
courage to accept the challenge of
pursuing truth and achieving good.
The experience of suffering, disap-
pointment, disillusionment and
conflict are changed from signs of
failure and doom to occasions for
priogress in friendship and trust.
Again, dialogue is a means of
seeking after truth and of sharing
it with others. [For truth is light,
newness and strength. The Catholic
Church hiolds that ‘“the search for

truth, however, must be carried

out in a manner that is appropriate
to the dignity of the human person
and his social nature, namely by
free enquiry with the help-of teach-
ing or instruction, communication
and dialogue. It is by these means
that men share with each other the
truth they have discovered, or are
convinced they have discovered, in
such a way that they help ©one an-
other in the search for truth” (Dig-
nitatis Humanae, 3). Modern man
seeks dialogue as an apt means of

establishing and developing mutual
understanding, esteem and love,
whether between individuals or
groups. In this spirit of under-
standing, the Second Vatican Coun-
cil urges Christians to acknow-
ledge, preserve and prompote the
spiritual and mioral values found
among non-Christians, as well as
their social and cultural values (cf.
Nostra Aetate, 2).

The fruit of dialogue is union be-
tween people and union of people
with God, who is the sounce and
revealer of all truth. and whose
Spirit guides men in freedom only
when they meet one another in all
honesty and love, By dialogue we
let God be present in our midst; for
as we open ourselves in dialogue to
one another, we also open our-
selves to God. We should use the
legitimate means of human friend-
liness, mutual understanding and
interior persuasion. We sheuld re-
spect the personal and civic rights
of the individual. As followers of
different religions we should join
together in promgting and de-
fending common ideals in the
spheres of religious liberty, human
brotherhood, education, culture, so-
icial welfare and civic order. Dia-
logue and collaboration are pos-
sible in all these great projects.

5. In the context of religious
pluralism, the ‘spirit of tolerance,
which has always been part of the
Indian. heritage, is not only desir-
able but imperative and must be
implemented in a framework of
practical means of support. It is
the teaching of the Church that
the human person has a right to
religious freedom. This freedom
means that all men are to be im-
mune from, coercion on the part of
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individuals or social groups or any
human power, so that no one is
forced to act against his convic-
tions or'is prevented from acting in
accordance with his convictions in
religious matters, whether private-
ly or publicly, whether alone or in
association with others, within due
limits (cf. Dignitatis Humanae, 2).

The wporld notes with great sa-
tisfaction that in the Preamble to
her Constitution India has assured
to all her 'citizens liberty of
thought, expression, belief, faith
and wionship. It therefore becomes
a duty incumbent on all citizens,
especially on leaders in religious
life, to support .and guard this pre-
cious principle which specifically
includes the right ‘to profess,
practise and propagate religion”.
The way to do so is to show its
effectiveness in the reality of pub-
lic life. Everyone is called upon to
uphold this religious liberty and to
work for peace and harmony
among people of different religious

among nations. ;

6. It is my humble prayer that
the remarkable sense of ‘the
sacred” which icharacterizes your
culture may penetrate the minds

* and hearts of all men and women

traditions, among societies, and

7. Omelija fGoa, 6 ta’ Frar

everywhere. In this way God will
be honoured and the human family
will experience ever mjore fully its
oneness and its common destiny.
Peoples will feel the urgency of a
global solidarity in the face of the
enormous challenges facing man-
kind. The wisdom and strength
which comes friom, religious com-
mitment will further humanize
man’s path through history.

May the Most High God, the
Creator and Father of all that
exists, man’s highest good, bless us
in our task and guide our steps to
peace!

With sincere gratitude for the
generous hospitality with which
you have received me, I wish you
the fullness 'of peace in joy and in
love! b

OUR RESPONSIBILITY IS TO UNITE A DIVIDED WORLD

Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,

1. I am particularly pleased
to be here in Goa, this historic
centre from which Saint Franecis
Xavier -and his companions
proclaimed the Gospel.: With
affection in: our Lord Jesus
Christ, I greet the people of this
local Church and all these who
have come from the Dioceses of
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Karwar and Belgaum. Today
we join our minds and hearts in
prayer as we offer praise and
worship to the Most Holy Tri-
nity. We have come here to ce-
lebrate the Holy Eucharist, the
summit and centre of the life
of the Church, the memorial of
the Cross and Resurrection of
our Saviour, the Bread of Life
and the Cup of eternal Salva-



tion. At this Eucharist, we are
directing our attention particu-
larly to the mystery of the unity
of the Church, to the Lord’s
call to unity.

On the eve of his Passion, at
the Last Supper with his dis-
ciples, Jesus prayed for wunity
among all who would believe in
him. He said: “I do not pray for
these only”’, having in mind here
the Apostles, “but also for those
who believe in me through their
word, that they may all be one;
even as you, Father, are in me,
and I in you, that they also may
be in ‘us” (Jn 17:20-21).

We unite ourselves with this
prayer of Christ, the one Priest
of the New and everlasting Co-
venant. Christ the Priest offers
himself in sacrifice; he offers
his Body and Blood, his life and
death. And by this most sacred
Sacrifice, he reconciles the
world to himself, he dies on the
Cross “to gather into one the
children of God who are scat-
tered abroad” (Jn 11:52). The
words of Christ’s priestly prayer
come from the very heart of
this Sacrifice. His prayer and
his sacrificial death are for the
same purpose: “that they may
all be one.”

2. What unity does Christ
mean? He means the unity that

“comes from Baptism. Saint Paul
speaks of it in his Letter to the
Galatians where he writes: “For
as many of you as were bap-
tized into Christ have put on

_ Christ... for you are all one in

Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:27-28).

Through Baptism we. are im-
mersed not only in water but
primarily. in the redeeming

death of Christ, And just as
Christ’s death was the begin-
ning of his new life, revealed
through the Resurrection, So .
also for us the sacramental im-
mersion in the waters of Bap-
tism is the beginning of a new
life: life through grace, the
same life that was revealed in
the Resurrection of Christ. It is
the life of Christ given to us
by the Father in the Holy Spi-
rit.

3. The wunity which binds
Christians as one is the unity
which is from God. The supreme
model of this unity is the
Blessed Trinity, the Commu-
nion of the Three Divine Per-
sons: the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit. Thus, Jesus
prayed at the Last Supper:
“Even as you, Father, are in
me, and I in you, that they also
may be in us” (Jn 17:21).

All those who through the
same faith and the same Bap-
tism become children of God
are called to. this union. “In
Christ Jesus you are all children

of God.through faith” (Gal 3:
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26), says the Apostle Paul. So,
being through faith children of
God in him who is the only-
begotten Son of the Father, we
must be united in this supreme
source of unity of the Son with
the Father.

The Father and the Son have
poured forth the Holy Spirit
upon - the Church. The Spirit
dwells in the hearts of all the
baptized, prompting them to
pray with confidence and to call
God: ‘“Abba, Father”. And, as
the Second Vatican Council
taught: “It is the Holy Spirit,



dwelling in those who believe,
pervading and ruling over the
entire Church, who brings about
that marvellous communion of
the faithful and joins them. to-
gether so intimately in Christ
that he is the principle of the
Chureh’s unity, By distributing
various kinds of spiritual gifts
and ministries (cf 1 Cor 12:4-
11), he enriches the Church of
Jesus Christ with different fun-
ctions ‘in order to perfect the
saints for a work of ministry,
for building up the body of
Christ’ (Eph 4:12)” (Unitatis
Redintegratio, 2).

4., In the unity that comes
from faith and Baptism, there
is also contained a particular
reflection of the glory of God,
the glory that the Father eter-
nally gives to the Son on earth,
particularly when he was lifted
up on the Cross. The aspiration
for unity, then, is permeated by
the call to share in this glory.
Thus Jesus prayed to the Father
in these words: ‘The glory
which you have given me I have
given to them, that they may
be one even as we are one” (Lk
17220

And what glory did the Fat-
her give to the Son? The glory
of humpble service to others, the
glory of doing the Father’s will
in all things, the glory w_hich
culminated in his freely accep-
ted death on the Cross, his Sac-
rifice for the Redemption of
the whole world. This is the
glory of Christ. This remains
the path to glory for all the
disciples of Christ. The best way
to glorify God is to follow the
example of Jesus who said: “If

any man would come after me,
let him deny himself and take
up his cross daily and follow
me” (Lk 9:23). Whoever glori-

- fies God in this way will share

856

in the unity of God and be one
with him as the Father and
Son are omne.

5. TUnity is a gift of the one
God in Three Divine Persons.
Where this gift is received in
faith there are found the fruits
of the Holy Spirit: “love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness, gentleness,
self-control” (Gal 5:22). More-
over,.God helps us to overcome
divisions and to recover and
achieve unity. He gives us the
light of truth and the grace
necessary for a change of heart.
He frees us from ignorance, er-
ror and sin, from all that causes
divisions within ourselves and
in our relationships with others.
The Holy Spirit is near to the
heart and mind of those who
pray to him. He offers us the
fullness of communion with
God himself and Dblesses us
with reconciliation with our
brothers and sisters.

Although unity is a gift which
we human beings could never
achieve on our own, nonetheless
we have a duty to seek it and
to work for it. It is an essential
characteristic of the Church
which is always “one, holy,
Catholic and apostolic”, as we
profess in the Creed. But while
the Church is one, there is dis-
unity among Christians. And
the task of restoring unity
among all who believe in Christ
becomes ever more urgent. The
past and present divisions are



. traditions.

a scandal to non-Christians, a
glaring contradiction of the will
of Christ, a serious obstacle to
the Church’s efforts to proclaim
the Gospel.

6. The work of ecumenism
demands our constant efforts
and fervent prayers. It begins
with the recognition of that
primary unity which already
exists because of Baptism, a
unity which truly binds the
baptized to one another and
gives them a common share in
the life of the Most Holy Tri-
nity, a unity that perpetually
persists notwithstanding whait-
ever differences or divisions
have arisen. The words of Saint
Paul remain forever true: “For
as many of you as were baptized

into Christ have put on Christ. °

There is neither Jew not Greek,
there is neither slave nor free,
there is neither male nor female
for you are all one in Christ
Jesus” (Gal 3:27-28).

But we must be eager to work
for the fullness of unity among
the followers of Christ, here in
India and throughout the world.
We rejoice to see the ecumeni-
cal progress which has already
been achieved: the overcoming
of longstanding prejudices, false
judgments and disparaging ex-
pressions; the great growth in
reciprocal understanding and
fraternal respect; the signifi-
cant progress in dialogue and in
collaboration in the service of
humanity, and the increasing
opportunities for common pra-
yer which respects the different
Let us continue on
the path to full wunity, looking
forward in hope to the day
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when we shall be truly one just
as the Father and Son are one.

7. In a certain sense, the
unity of Christ’s disciples is a
condition for fulfilling the mis-
sion of the Church; not only
that, it is a condition for fulfil-
ling the mission of Christ him-
self in the world. It is a condi-
tion for effectively proclaiming
and consolidating faith = in
Christ. Thus Jesus prayed:
“that they may all be one... SO
that the world may believe that
you have sent me... that they
may become perfectly one so
that the world may know that
you have sent me and have
loved them even as you have
loved me” (Jn 17:21, 23).

The unity of Christians is
vital for the proclamation of
the Gospel. For evangelization
depends on the convincing wit-
ness of the Christian commu-
nity and not only on the werds
which are preached. How can
non-believers come to helieve in
the love of God revealed in
Christ if they do not ‘“‘see how
these Christians love one ano-
ther”? Love cannot reveal itself
or enter into, hearts except
through the testimony of unity.
The very longing for unity and
union constitutes the beginning
of this testimony.

8. The gift of unity which
the Church has received from
God gives her a special respon-
sibility in the human family:
namely to promote dialogue and
understanding among all, to
work for unity and peace in our
divided world.

Conflicts and tensions abound
today. Nations are divided bet-



ween East and West, North and
South, friend and enemy. And
within the borders of every
country, within the borders of
India. tco, can be found oppo-
sing groups and factions, rival-
ries arising from prejudice and
ideologies, from historical ste-
reotypes and ethnic barriers
and from g variety of other
factors, none of which are wor-
thy of our human dignity.

It is in this divided world that
the Church is sent forth today
to promote harmony and peace.
In charity and truth she goes
forth: in that charity which
sees every person as a child of
God, as a brother or sister
of equal dignity, regardless
of his or her social status, re-
gardless of his or her race or
religion; and in the truth which
overcomes the slavery of false-
hood and brings new freedom
to mind and heart.

Above all, as Christians we

must go forth with faith in the
power of the Cross to overcome
the threat of sin and to recon-
cile the world to God. As I sta-
ted in my 1986 World Day of
Peace message, “Christians, en-
lightened by faith, know that
the ultimate reason why the
world is the scene of divisions,
tensions, rivalries, blocs and
unjust inegualities, instead of
being a place of genuine fra-
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ternity, is sin, that is to say hu-
man moral disorder. But Chris-
tians also know that the grace
of Christ, which can transform
this human condition, is conti-
nually being offered to the
world, since ‘where sin ine-
reased, grace abounded all the
more’ (Rom 5:20)” (No. 6).

Dear brothers and sisters in:
Christ: Jesus calls us to be one
as he and the Father are one.
In our union with Jesus and in
the ecclesial communion of the
Church, we find the strength
and inspiration to overcome all
barriers and divisions, and to
forge new and closer bonds of
unity: unity in families and in
parishes, unity in local Chur-
ches and between rites, unity
throughout the whole Church
in India, in the communion of
the universal Church and with
the Bishop of Rome. The world
awaits the ever more fervent
witness of our faith and love.
“Let all Christ’s faithful”, in
the words of the Second Vatican
Council, “remember that the
more purely they strive to live
according to the Gospel, the
more they are fostering and
even practising Christian unity”
(Unitatis Redintegratio, 7). Let
us, dearly beloved, be one in the
unity of Christ Jesus and his
Church. Amen.
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THE PRIEST’S MISSION IS TO CONVINCE THE FAITHFUL
THAT ALL ARE CALLED TO HOLINESS

Dear brother Priests of India,

1. I greet you most warmly in
the love of our Lord Jesus Christ,
those here present and those who
have not been able to come. I
greet each of you with deep af-
fection and gratitude.

It pleases me that this meeting
with the clergy of India is taking
place in the Basilica of Bom Jesus
where the remains of Saint Fran-
" cis Xavier are venerated. For this
great Jesuit missionary has left to
all of us priests an inspiring ex-
ample of personal holiness, an ex-
ceptional thirst for souls, and an
ardent zeal to share our spiritual
riches with the brothers and sis-
ters among whom we live. I am
also reminded of the missionary
zeal of Father Joseph Vaz and
Father Angelo De Souza who, by
their priestly example of self-sac-
rifice and 'generous pastoral ser-
vice, inspire us all. And, as you
know, in two days, I shall have
the joy of beatifying here in India
one of your own brother priests:
Ruriakose Elias Chavara, a priest
whose love for the Church in-
spired him to serve her in so
many varied apostolates and moti-
vated him to- work tirelessly for
the Church’s unity and spiritual
growth.

Dear brothers in Christ: you
continue in our own day the same

priestly service of these illustrious "

predecessors. Like them, you re-
present in the midst of the people
of God the one High Priest, Jesus
Christ. It is his priesthood that we

all share. In wunion with your
bishops and with the Bishop of
Rome, you are committed to the
one saving mission of our Saviour,
who came “to reconcile to himself
all things, whether on earth or in
heaven, making peace by the blood
of his Cross” (Col 1:20). You are
heralds of the Gospel and builders
of unity in this great land of
India. You are servants of the
Church in this land enriched by
God with such a variety of natu-
ral gifts and human resources,
such a bounty of cultural tradi-
tions, and yet a land in need of
many human endeavours for its
progress and development.

As I greet you most cordially, I
also wish to express my admira-
tion for the excellent work you
are doing, often under difficult
conditions. Yours is a life of dedi-
cation to Christ, a vocation de-
manding great sacrifices and im-
posing many obligations, but a
way of loving Christ and his peo-
ple which brings with it a gene-
rous portion of peace, satisfaction
and joy. I pray that my words to-
day will encourage you, all of
you, to continue to be faithful and
generous in your consecrated ser-
vice.

2. The Second Vatican Council
reminded us that “the People of
God finds its unity first of all
through the Word of the living
God, which 1is quite properly
sought from the lips of priests.
Since no one can be saved who
has not first believed, priests, as
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co-workers with their bishops,
have as their primary duty the
proclamation of the Gospel of
God to all” (Presbyterorum Ordi-
nis, 4). These words of the Coun-
cil point to the heart of our priest-
ly vocation: the proclamation of
the word of God. These words
should help us to set priorities of
time and commitments, and to
keep clearly: before our eyes the
primary role that we must fulfil
in the Church.

As priests, we owe it to our

people to be men totally imbued
with the word of God, constantly
seeking to penetrate its mystery
and meaning, ever eager to share
the truth of the Gospel with
others.
" I know that the Sacred Scrip-
tures of the Church, together with
the revered writings of other re-
ligions, are venerated and held in
honour in India. And those who
are considered the sages of India
are the people who meditate and
nourish  themselves on these
books. As priests in this land you
too must be sages. The writien
word of God and the Tradition of
the Church as interpreted and
presented by the Magisterium
should be a constant object of
study, reflection and prayer. Thus
you will be able to preach God’s
word to your people with ever
greater conviction and persuasion,
for it will first have taken root in
your own lives. And be assured
that fidelity to the Magisterium of
the Church will be a guarantee of
the real effectiveness of your
priestly ministry.

The gurus in India have been
known as spiritual teachers play-
ing a prominent role in the trans-
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mission and - development of re-
ligious truths. The importance of
a guru as mediator of divine
truth is recognized in India. The
necessity of having the saving
truth come from one who is the
manifestation of God is again well
known in the Indian religious tra-
dition. How much more zealously
should priests fulfil their mission
as spiritual guides to the people
entrusted to their care, transmit-
ting the Gospel truth to them
more faithfully! How seriously are
they called upon to be mediators
between God and men in the sav-
ing word and the Sacraments!
With what earnestness do not the
people expect from our priests the
life-giving nourishment that is to
be found in the Gospel of Jesus
Christ!

3. It is as servants of the Word
that I encourage you in your ef-
forts to form and strengthen your
Christian ~ communities in sound
doctrine, transmitting to them the
full content of the faith. Spare no
effort to perform this task by
making use of all the modern
methods available.: Give particular
attention to children and youths,
while not neglecting the catechesis
of adults, adapted to the needs of
various groups.

It is through such carefully pro-
grammed Christian formation of
the people entrusted to your care
that you will succeed in forming a
truly enlightened and zealous
laity, capable of assuming with
vigour their responsibility in the
Church and in the world. While
helping to form Christian commu-
nities of deep faith, buoyant hope
and active love, the laity will then
be enabled to take upon ° them-



selves the responsibilities which
are proper to them in the Church.

In. this way the laity will be in
the world like leaven in dough,
working to improve the social,
economic and political structures
of society. They will willingly col-
laborate with all people of good
will, irrespective of their religious
affiliation, for the creation of a
just order in society. And in the
midst of the laity you have to
stand, my beloved brothers, as
servants and leaders: as servants
who spend themselves @ without
counting the cost, as leaders who
form, inspire and guide the one
People of God in the ways of the
Lord. You must truly be builders
of unity in a world threatened by
division and violence.

4. The proclamation of the
word of God and the  various
forms of priestly leadership find
their culmination in the Eucharist:
for the Eucharist is “the source
and summit of the whole work of
evangelization” (Presbyterorum
Ordinis, 5). It is in the prayerful
celebration of the Sacred Liturgy
that you most fully collaborate in
the work of sanctification. No
other task that you perform will
‘contribute as much to the build-
ing of community. The best ser-
vice you can ever offer to the
Church as a priest is to make the
Eucharistic Sacrifice the centre of
your own life and the centre of
the lives of the people you serve.

The identity of the priest, then,
is always linked with the Eucha-
rist. At the same time, a priest
serves the Church in an irreplace-
able way when he faithfully ful-
fils the ministry of reconcgiliation
as exercised especially in the Sac-

rament of Penance. Only the or-
dained priest can forgive sins in
the name of Jesus Christ. Acting
in the “person of Christ”, you help
sinners to experience the personal
love of the Most Holy Trinity.
You have the joy: of seeing God’s
mercy bring forth new life and
hope in the hearts of the faithful.

The Church has entrusted the
Sacraments to your care, and she
asks you to administer them for
the spiritual benefit of all God’s
people. How much do Christian
hearts need and long for this,
your unique and irreplaceable ser-
vice!

5. An important teaching of the
Second Vatican Council ‘is the
universal call to holiness. Every-
one is called to love God with his
whole heart and soul and to love
his neighbour out of love for God.
No one is excluded from the cla-
rion call of Jesus: ‘You, there-
fore, must be perfect, B as your
heavenly Father is perfect” (Mt
5:48).

What a great need there is for
prisets to convince people that
they all are called to holiness. And
how can they do this unless their
own hearts are filled with the love
of Christ? My brothers, you must
be men of prayer, men who, are
close to God and who know how
to live in. this presence. At the

same time, priestly holiness does

not separate you from those you
serve. While it is true that you are
set apart for the Gospel of God,
you are not separated from the
rest of the faithful. Rather, as
true brothers in Christ, familiar
with the real life and cir¢cumstan-
ces of your people, especially the
poor, you help them hear the
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. voice of the Good Shepherd and
you bring them life-giving grace
through the Sacraments and God’s
word.

We must not forget that our
ministry can succeed only if we
undertake it as “God’'s fellow
workers” (1 Cor 3:9), as “servants
of Christ and stewards of the mys-
teries of God” (1 Co r4:1), by liv-
ing and working in deep union
with the one who is our very life,
Christ Jesus our Lord. As priests,
we are invited by the Father to
abandon ourselves into his hands
and to trust him with the confi-
dence of a child, putting ourselves
totally under the sway of his
Spirit. He invites us to direct our
entire priestly ministry to the
glory of the Most Holy Trinity.
This is the proven way to fruitful-
ness in the priestly ministry.

Listen again to the words of
Jesus to his first disciples: “I am
the vine, you are the branches. He
who abides in me, and I in him,
he it is that bears much’ fruit,
for apart from me you can do
nothing” (Jn 15:5). What rich
overtones and what deep de-
mands do these words not contain
for you, priests of India! The peo-
ple of this great land of gurus and
sages are a people who, being
deeply religious, go on seeking
gurus who are truly men of God,
men plunged in God, men who
radiate the God-experience they
have had. More than men of work

they need men of prayer. How

eager, therefore, must you be to

drink from this fountain of life,

which is Jesus himself!

6. My brother priests, need I re-

mind you that you should be men
of the Church? Listen to what
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Saint Paul says: “Christ loved the
Church and gave himself up for
her, that he might sanctify her,
having cleansed her by the wash-
ing of water with the word, that
he might present the Church to
himself in splendour, without spot
or wrinkle or any such thing, that
she might be holy and without
blemish”” = (Eph 5:25-27). Follow
the example of our great High
Priest. Love the Church and pray-
erfully reflect on her nature as
the Body of Christ on earth and
as the Sacrament of salvation.

Love the Church, too, when you
notice her weakness, and work
earnestly for her authentic re-
newal according to the Gospel.
Remember that each one of us
with his own personal failings is
part of this Church ever in need
of renewal. Each of us by his per-
sonal failings somehow contri-
butes to the disfigurement of the
face of the Church. All reform
must begin with a change of our
own hearts. i

To be men of the Church means
to serve her with unswerving
loyalty. It means to serve her with
a heart that does not flinch even
when you have to suffer for her
sake. It means to live in true and
deep communion with the Bishop
of Rome and with your own
bishops and brother priests, serv-
ing the Church in wunison as
teachers of the same faith, as
shepherds of the one flock, as
leaders of the Christian commu-
nity.

7. Before concluding, my dear
brothers, I want to speak to you
of two pastoral concerns which
are very dear to my heart and of
great importance in the Church



today: namely solidarity with the
poor and fraternal interest in
youth.

In recent years, the Church has
become more and more aware of
the Lord’s invitation to care for
the poor. The Sacred Scriptures
clearly manifest God’s special love
for the poor, the oppressed, the
downtrodden, the destitute. And
as Jesus began his ministry, he
made his own the words of Isaiah:
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me, because he has anointed me
to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim re-
lease to the captives and recover-
ing of sight to the blind, to set at
liberty those who are oppressed”
'(Lk 4:18). Christ confirmed these
words by his entire life lived in

solidarity with the poor, in active:

concern for all those in need. As
Saint Paul said: ‘“Though he was
rich, yet for your sake he became
poor, so that by his poverty you
might become rich”
You, my brother priests, have
been anointed for this same mi-
nistry. ;

It is important to realize* that
for the priest’s love for the poor
to be authentic it must spring
from a deep experience of God. It
begins with a life style of simpli-

(2 HEORE8:9)

city and humble service to all, in-
cluding those who are not poor.
And it is meant to lead to the
building up of a new world, a new
human community where brother
does not exploit brother but where
hearts are united in peace.

Secondly, I urge you to make
young people an important part of"
your pastoral care. By being open
to them and truly interested in
them, draw them into conversation
about human life and lead them
to the dialogue of salvation in
Christ. By your example show
them that Christ loves them and
asks their love in return. Encour-
age youth to consider prayerfully
their particular vocation in the
Church. And ‘may the Lord of the
harvest bless us abundantly with
religious and priestly vocations.

My beloved brother priests, I
am grateful for this opportunity to
speak to you about our priestly
ministry. Know that I pray for
you every day and I ask you to
pray for me and for the Church
throughout the world. I entrust
you to the loving intercession of
Mary, Mother of priests. With
deep affection in the Lord, I bless
you and ask you to continue ever
more generously your priestly ser-
vice of giving Jesus to India.
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9. Omelija Bombay, 9 ta’ Frar

THE FAMILY IS CALLED BY THE WORD OF GOD TO BE
A COMMUNITY OF PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP

“I will put my spirit within you”
(Ez 36:27)

‘Dear Brothers and Sisters,

These words of the Prophet
Ezekiel find their fulfilment in the
Cenacle at Jerusalem. On the eve
of his Passion, Christ says to the
Apostles: ‘“The Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in my name,
he will teach you all things, and
bring to your remembrance all
that I have said to you. Peace I
leave with you: my peace I give
to you” (Jn 14:26-27).

Today we have gathered in this
city of Bombay, the ecapital of
Maharashtra State, to pray in a
special way for this peace which
is given by Christ, for this peace
which is communicated to human
hearts and human communities in
the power of the Holy Spirit.

It is God who transforms hu-
man hearts, just as the Prophet
Ezekiel eloquently proclaimed: “A
new spirit I will put within you;
and I will take out of your flesh
the heart of stone and give you a
heart of flesh” (Ez 36:26).

The Church never ceases to
proclaim the truth that peace in
the world has its roots in the hu-
man heart, in the conscience
of each man and woman. Peace
can only be the fruit of a spiritual
change, beginning in the heart of
every human being and spreading
throughout communities. The first
of these communities is the
family. It is the family that is the
first community to be called to

peace — peace and fellowship be-
tween individuals and peoples.
For this reason our meditation
and prayer today is concentrated
on the family. It is our hope that
a great cry for peace and fellow-
ship will rise from this smallest
and most basic cell of society.
This cry must reach all groups; it
must reach the family of each
nation and finally the vast family
of all the nations of the world.
Here may the voice of India and

. the voice of the Church be joined
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in unison......

“I will put my spirit within you”
(Ez 36:27). When two human be-
ings, a man and a woman, ap-
proach the altar, as ministers of
the Sacrament of Matrimony, the
Church invokes the Creator. She
asks the Holy Spirit to come down
on these two who are to become
husband and wife and are to be-
gin a family.

They are to live under one roof
and create a home. The home is
the place where the family lives,
the outward framework of that
life. But at the same time there is
also the inner mystery of their
hearts. People not only live in a
home; they also create a home.
And .they create it by the
fact of “living” in each other’s
hearts: the husband in the wife
and the wife in the husband, the
children in the parents and the
parents in the children. The paren-
tal home is the mutual indwelling
of human hearts.

So in the home- we see a re-



flection of the mystery which
Christ speaks about in the Cen-
acle: “If a man loves me, he will
keep my word, and my Father will
love him, and we will come to him
and make our home with him” (Jn
14:23).

Today’s liturgy reminds us of
the most wonderful image of the
community of marriage and the
family that was ever written down
in Sacred Scripture. It is found in
the Letter to the' Ephesians, in
which Saint Paul says of the un-
ion of husband and wife in Chris-
tian marriage: “This mystery is a
profound one, and I am saying
that it refers to Christ and the
Church” (Eph 5:32). The love of
husband and wife has its model in
the love of Christ for the Church
and reflects that love in the world.
Jesus expressed his love most
completely on the Cross, when he
sacrificed his own life for the sake
of his bride, the Church. The

Holy Spirit, which each of us has

received in Baptism and Confir-
mation, makes husbands and wives

capable of‘ loving one another
with the same sacrificial love.
That is why Saint Paul exhorts

husbands in the following words:
“Husbands, love your wives, as
Christ loved the Church and gave
himself up for her, that he might
sanctify her”' (Eph 5:25-26). The
love of Christ endures for ever
and is constantly life-giving and
fruitful. Likewise, Christian spou-
ses are indissolubly bound to each
other in a union which is intended
to bring forth and nourish new
life.

Every couple approaching the
altar to become the ministers of
the Sacrament of Matrimony
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should have this image before
their eyes. In this Sacrament the
Church invokes the Holy Spirit,
that by his sanctifying power he
may bring about in the man and
woman a spousal change of heart
—a change that will become a
firm foundation of the marriage
convenant.

This spousal change of heart is
at the same time a special conse-
cration in marriage (cf. Humanae
Vitae, 25). As the man and woman
entrust themselves to each other,
they consecrate to God their souls
and bodies, so that from their
union there may develop a mature
family community, a communion
of love and life.

Husbands and wives receive this
communion as a gift, a gift which
they have the task of deepening
and broadening. Through the re-
sponsible transmission of life they
gladly accept children as a sign of
fruitfulness and a gift of God.
With the birth of a child,. which
calls for greater sacrificial love,
they find their own loving union
deepened and widened to include
others. In the words of your own
Indian sage,  Rabindranath Tagore,
they recognize this truth:

“Every baby that is born

Brings with it the message

That God has not lost faith in

mankind”.

For the Second Vatican Coun-
cil, responsible parenthood means
that parents should “take into ac-
count both their own welfare and
that of their children, those
already born and those which may
be foreseen. For this accounting
they will reckon with both the
material and spiritual conditions
of the times as well as of their



state in life, maintaining regard
finally for the good of the family
community, of temporal society
and of the Church herself” (Gau-
dium et Spes, 50). The Council
goes on to say that “when there
is a question of harmonizing con-
jugal love with the responsible
transmission of life, the moral as-
pect of any procedure does not
depend solely on sincere inten-
tions or on an evaluation of mo-
tives. It must be determined by
objective standards. These, based
on the nature of the human per-
son and his acts, preserve the full
sense of mutual self-giving and
human procreation in the context
of true love” (ibid., 51).

We see in the statements of
Mahatma Gandhi certain similari-
ties. While he asserted that “the
act of generation should be con-
trolled for the ordered growth of
the world”, he asked the question:
“How is the suspension of pro-
creation  to be brought about?”’
And he answered: ¢“Not by im-
moral and  artificial checks... but
by a life of discipline and self-
control”. And he added: ‘Moral
results can only be produced by
moral restraints”. This, dear bro-
thers and sisters, is the Church’s
profound conviction.

Furthermore, it is the role of
the family everywhere and of all
society to proclaim that all hu-
man life- is sacred from the mo-
ment of conception. It is the task
of all mankind to reject whatever
wounds, weakens or destroys hu-
man life—whatever offends the
dignity of any human being.

The family - is called by the
word of the Living God to be a
community of peace and fellow-

ship. At the same time, the family
calls all individuals and all nations
to be such a community.

First of all, in order to develop
properly, the family needs a social
atmosphere of peace and fellow-
ship which protects its rights. In
significant ways, the situation of
the family in India today presents
certain encouraging signs: the
esteem given to mutual fidelity;
the worthy efforts being made to
promote the dignity of women; the
care of parents for their children
and the devotion of -children to
their parents; the attention' given
to the quality of interpersonal re-
lationships in marriage and to the
education of children, to mention

" just a few.

On' the other hand, the family
today is under great stress due to
certain trends in modern society,
accelerated  development and
other pressures. The family faces

. the risk ‘of fragmentation and a
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breakdown of authority. . Parents
experience difficulty in passing on
authentic values to their children.
The rapid increase of urbanization
brings with it crowded slums,
housing problems and a higher
rate of unemployment or under-
employment—all of which have
negative effects on the family.
The well-known opposition of
the Church to the moral evils that
affect the family and married life
is due to her profound conviction
that such evils are contrary to
God’s plan for humanity and that
they violate -the sacredness of
marriage and the values' of human
life.- The: Church has a responsibi-
lity to defend the rights of the
family and the total well-being of
humanity, and it is for this reason



that she renews her commitment
to proclaiming the full truth about
man. ;

Peace and fellowship are also
necessary for the life of the local
community and of larger social
groups, and of the nation itself.

The quality of a nation’s life, or
of the life of any community, de-
pends on the presence or absence
of peace and fellowship. Where
there is an atmosphere of peace,
tremendous energies for good
spring up, giving people joy and
creativity, helping them to grow to
full maturity and to work together
as sons and daughters of a loving
God. Where there is true fraternal
solidarity, .the rights of the weak
and defenceless are not violated;
rather the dignity and well-being
of all are safeguarded and promo-
ted. And there can be peace only
where there is justice and freedom
and true respect for the nature of
man. )

_But our modern world is all too
familiar with the lack of brother-
hood and with violence, tension,
discrimination and injustice. The
way we face these problems is
a test of our humanity, a test of
the quality of our communities
and nations. It is a challenge
which faces India and every other
nation in the world. ;

The whole of humanity also
makes up a family. This is the
great family of man, with all its
variety.

The cause of ensuring peace,
international justice, "and indeed
the solidarity of all. people
throughout the world is a particu-
lar aspiration of our time. It is
voiced by the leaders of nations

and of international organizations. -
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Programmes for peace are end-
orsed in varying degrees by nearly
every political party in the world.
Popular movements and public
opinion support the same cause.
In every country people are weary
of conflict and division. The world
longs for harmony and peace.

And therefore the Church of the
twentieth century insistently calls
for justice and integral human de-
velopment. In episcopal conferen-
ces and local Churches, through
the efforts of parishes and various
associations, by teaching and by
action for justice, and in many
other ways, the Church works for
harmony and brotherhood. Above
all she counts on the contribution
of Christian families to bear wit-
ness to Jesus” Gospel of fraternal
love.

She does not cease to ask that
humanity may be given “a new
spirit”, that the “heart of stone”
may be replaced by a “heart of
flesh”; that there may be true
peace in so many centres of con-
flict ‘and in 'the international life
of our time. :

For the world is the home of in-
dividuals, peoples, nations, hu-
manity. The human race is more
numerous than ever before and is
achieving scientific and technical
progress never  before known.
Hence, ethical progress, spiritual
progress, fully human progress is
all the more necessary. In this
point, the Church’s cry voices, I
am sure, the sentiments of many
hearts here in India. ,

At the same time, the earth—
people’s home—belongs to God.
Today’s Liturgy proclaims this in
the words of the psalmist:

““Give the Lord, you families of



peoples,
give the Lord glory and power,
give the Lord the glory of his
name,..
O earth, tremble before him.
Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is
king’.
The world he made firm in its
place;
 he will judge the peoples in fair-
ness...
He comes to rule the earth.

With justice he will rule the
world,

he will judge the peoples with
his truth” (Ps 95 (96):7-10, 13).

May this voice rising from the
Church’s heart, which makes it-
self one with the cry of every
family established upon the cove-
nant with God, the Creator of life
and source of love—

May this voice become  ever
stronger; may it not remain un-
answered. Amen.

10. Omelija fis-Seminarju ta’ Pune, 10 ta’ Frar

TRUTH UNITED WITH LOVE IS THE ONLY FORCE
THAT CAN RADICALLY TRANSFORM THE WORLD

“I am the vine, you are the
branches” (Jn 15:5).

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

1. It is a special joy to ce-
lebrate the Eucharist with you
here in the grounds of the Pa-
pal Seminary in Pune. This city
is full of hope for the future of
the Church in India. Also loca-
ted here are novitiates and hou-
ses of formation of various re-
ligious institutes, as well as the
National Vocation Service Cen-
tre. For the great gift of a di-
vine call, for this wonderful
sign of hope, and for all the
vocations throughtout India, we
give thanks and praise to the
Lord.

I am very happy to see before
me such a large number of se-
minarians, as well as numerous
young men and women who are

Apreparin‘g for consecrated life
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in religious or secular institutes.
Looking at your nation, with
the enormous challenges which
it faces, who can fail to be con-
scious of the need for more la-
bourers in the vineyard of the
Lord, for zealous and dedicated
labourers who will respond to
these challenges in accordance
wiht the mind and hearnt of
Christ?

With great joy I greet all of
you who are present at this
Sacred Liturgy: my brother
pishops from this region of In-
dia, my brother priests and all
the men and women religious,
and all the. faithful people. I
offer my greetings especially to
the families who are the first
to prepare the hearts of young
people to respond generously to
a vocation in the Church, and



also to the superiors and the
staff of the seminaries and re-
ligious houses who continue the
all-important work of the for-
mation begun at home.

- 2. I would now like to speak
to the seminarians. Dear bro-
thers and sons in Christ: as fu-
ture priests in the world you
are called to be spiritual leaders
with a specific identity: men of
the Church, men dedicated to
prayer and to the word of God,
men who wish to share humbly
and generously in Christ’s role
of mediation.

Ours is a world that abounds
in experts and leaders in count-
less areas of human existence.
The Church’s ministers are not
called to play leadership roles
in the secular spheres of society.
India has many competent lay
men and women to attend to
these maitters. You may be tem-
pted to emulate the secular lea-
dership because of its growing
attractiveness in society today.
You may at times feel irrelevant
because your call is specifically
spiritual. It is therefore urgen-
tly necessary for you to be con-
vinced of the precious value of
your vocation from, God. This is
especially true because in this
country there has always been
an abiding interest in spiritual
things: in the vidye and anub-
hav of God, the knowledge and
experience of God. This interest
applies likewise to the religious
vocation.

34
the human heart the grace of

In the hidden recesses of -

a vocation takes the form of a

dialogue. It is a dialogue bet-
ween Christ and an individual
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in which a personal invitation
is given. Christ calls the person
by name and says: “Come, fol-
low me”. This call, this myste-
rious inner voice of Christ, is
heard most clearly in silence
and prayer. Its acceptance is an
act of faith.

A vocation is both a sign of
love and an invitation to love.
In the Gospel account of the
conversation of Jesus with the
young man, we are told that
“Jesus looking upon him loved
rim” (Mk. 10:21). The Lord’s
call always demands a choice,
a. decision in full awareness of
one’s freedom. The decision to
say ‘“yes” to Christ’s call carries
with it a number of important
conseguences: the need to give
up other plans, a willingness to
leave behind people who are
dear, a readiness to set out with
deep trust along the path that
will lead to ever closer union

‘with Christ.

The response of love to a vo-
cation is well expressed by the
Psalmist when he declares:

“I say to the Lord: You are
my God.

My happiness
alone.

O Lord, it is you who are my
portion and cup; it is you your-
self who are my prize,

You will show me the path of
life, the fullness of joy in your
presence, at your right hand
happiness for ever” (Ps 15(16):
25 5,0 A1)

4. This grace calls for a, res-
ponse, that is, a conscious effort
to “assimilate” a mystery which
is both beyond understanding

liesSin Ss1/0U



and at the same time revealed
by God.

Every vocation is a -call fo
enter more fully into the mys-
tery of God. Theological and
philosophical studies offer op-
portunities for a deeper know-
ledge of the person of Christ.
But this deeper knowledge does
not depend on our intellectual
efforts alone: above all it is a
gift of the Father who through

the Holy Spirit enables us to .

know the Son. Hence, in prayer
and silence, you must learn to
listen to the voice of God. A
person must be conjormed to
Christ and not merely instruc-
ted in the faith. '

Our whole conscious coopera-
tion with the grace of a voca-
tion must follow the programme
outlined by Christ in the alle-
gory of the true vine. Christ
says: “I am the true vine, and
my Father is the vine-dresser”
(Eraalisgib

Your first priority is to live
in union with Christ, to be one
with him at all times, faithful
to his invitation: “Abide in me,
and I in you” (Jn 15:4). Only
in this way can you bear abun-
dant fruit for the Kingdom of
God. Only by abiding in Christ
can you accomplish great things
in the Church today. For he
says: “I am the vine, you are
the branches. He who abides in
me, and I in him, he it is that
bears much fruit, for apart
from me you can do nothing”
(Jn 15:5).

The time of religious or se-
minary formation is intended
to deepen your munion with
Christ. Under the influence of
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the Holy Spirit, the spiritual
and supernatural link of the
branch with the vine must be
strengthened; ‘the individual
who is called and Christ who
calls must be more closely uni-
ted. Ant this necessarily involves
discipline and sacrifice: the
discipline of study and prayer
in particular, and the sacrifices
which free our heart to embrace
God’s word eagerly and to give
ourselves in service to others.
This too is in accordance with
Christ’s words: “Every branch

that does bear fruit he prunes,

that it may bear more fruit”
(Jn 15:;2). So mever doubt the
Lord’s love when you have to
face hardships and suffering,
for the Lord “prunes” those
whom he loves, so that they
may bear more fruit. 6

A condition for union with
Christ is the total acceptance
of his word, which in fact is
communicated to wus through
the Sacerd Scriptures and the
Tradition of the Church. The
Church herself guards and pre-
sents this word of God in all
its purity, integrity and power.
By the action of the Holy Spi-
rit, and through the charism of
her Magisterium, she transmits
the Gospel intact to each gene-
ration. A loving adherence to
the authentic Magisterium gua-
rantees the real possession of
God’s word, without which there
can be no life-giving union with
Christ. Fidelity to the Magiste-
rium is also an indispensable
condition for the proper inter-
pretation of the ‘“signs of the
times.”

5. Saint Paul, in the First



Reading of this Liturgy, tells us
about his own: vocation from the
Lord: “To me, though I am the
very least of all the saints, this
grace was given, to preach to
the Gentiles the wunsearchable
riches of Christ” (Eph 3:8). “To
preach the unsearchable riches
of Christ” —  this was Saint
Paul’s vocation; it is a principal
duty of the Church; it is a prin-
cipal task of every.priest.

6. It is in this context that

I now turn to you, dear parents,
brothers and sisters, to all the
members of the Chirstian fami-
ly. The Christian home is not
just a commumity of - human
life. The precious gift.of human
life must be complemented and
enriched with the life of Christ.
The family is rightly concerned
with preserving human values,
but it must also devote itself to
the cultivation of Christian
values. :

Members of families can be
tempted to think that it is only
to priests and religious that the

Church’s responsibility is ent-

rusted. But this is far from the
truth. It is all in the home that
children first learn what it
means to be “partakers of the
- promise in Christ Jesus through
the Gospel” (Eph 3:6). As the
Second Vatican Council taught:
“Christian husbands and wives
are cooperators in grace and
witnesses of faith on behalf of
each other, their children, and
all others in their household.
‘They are the first to communi-
cate the faith to their children
and to educate them; by word
and example they ftrain their
off-spring for the Christian and
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apostolic  life. They prudently
help them in the choice of their

© vocation and carefully promote

any religious calling which they
may discern in them” (Aposto-
licam Actuositatem, 11).

7. The Christian family is
the first place where vocations
develop. It is a seminary or
novitiate in germ. This means
that you, the parents, must
deepen and cultivate your own
Christian life continuously. Let
us get rid of the false notion
that - Christianity is practised
entirely in church. What hap-
pens in the liturgy must be car-
ried cover into daily life. It must
be lived in the home. Then the
home will become the place
where life in Christ grows to
maturity. Such a home is a real
expression of the Church,

Bear in mind that vocations
in the Church are fostered in
families where priests and re-
ligious are respected and loved,
where there is a real interest
in the life of the local Church
and the universal Church. Then,
when it is time for your chil-
dren to make their choice’ of a
suitable way of life, they will
think not only in terms of se-
cular professions but will also
consider the possibility of ac-
cepting a vocation to the priest-
hood or consecrated life. In an
age of growing materialism one
may be tempted to forget about
the possibility of such vocations.
But this possibility is real. Such
vocations are needed for the
well-being of families and so-
ciety. They are needed so that
the Church can fulfil Christ’s
will,



8. Yoy did not choose me,
but I chose you and that you
should go and bear fruit and
that your fruit should abide”
(Jn 15:16).

Dear seminarians and aspi--

rants to the consecrated life:
the initiative in every true vo-
cation comes from the Lord. It
is not your 'own plans that you
are following. A vocation is a
call from God and it requires a
free response on our part. It is
Christ who chocses and ap-
points us to the task he intends.
What we are about, then, ‘is
God’s work, not our own. And
God will see to it that the work
is not your own plans that you
fruit will last.’

“Yow did not choose me, but

11.

I chose you”. Christ also addres-
ses these words to husbands
and wives and to people who
are called to lead a chaste sin-
gle life in the Church. He ad-
dresses them to the whole
Church in this ancient land of
India. But in a particular way
he addresses them #to those
whom he has destined for a
special role of discipleship and
of intercession for his Body, the
Church. Let us, therefore, listen
to Jesus as he says: “I chose you
and . appointed you that you
‘sh‘ould go and bear bruit... so
that whatever you ask the Fat-
her in my name, he may give
it to you” (Jn 15:16)!

Amen.

Diskors lir-religjuzi f’Goregaon, 10 ta’ Frar

RELIGIOUS LIFE IS A POWERFUL MANIFESTATION
OF THE CHURCH’S HOLINESS AND VITALITY

Dear Fathers, Brothers and
Sisters, i

“Peace to all of you who are
in Christ” (1 Pt 5:14).

I have been greatly looking
forward to this meeting with
the men and women religious
of India. In those of you pre-
- sent here I see the thousands
of your brothers and sisters in
every corner of India whose life
is sealed by a special consecra-
tion to Christ. Peace be to you
all!

To the Conference of Reli-
gious, India, and to the mem-
bers of every religious congre-
gation, in the variety of diffe-
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rent rites and forms of life and
apostolate, but wunited in the
reality of the consecrated life
in the Church, to each one of
you I address a heartfelt word
of greeting and encouragement,
a word which — as I wrote in
the Apostolic Exhortation Re-
demptionis Donum — is “a, word
of love spoken by the Church
for you. Accept it, wherever you
may be: in the cloister of the
contemplative communities, or
in the commitment to the many
different forms of apostolic
service: in the missions, in pas-
toral work, in hospitals or other
places where the suffering are



taken care of, in educational
institutions, schools or univer-
sities — in fact in every one of
your houses where, ‘gathered in
the name of Christ’, you live in
the knowledge that the Lord is
‘in your midst’” (No. 2).

May every religious of India
experience this presence, trus-
ting in the truth of God’s word
through the prophet Isaiah: “I
have called you by name, you
are mine” (Is 43:1).

Your religious consecration is
a special gift of God to the
Church. It is impossible to think
of Christian religious life out-
side of the context of the
Church, the Body of Christ, the
community of salvation ‘“built
upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets” (Eph 2:
20). The Church, as the “sign
and instrument of intimate
union with God, and of the
unity of all mankind” (Lumen
Gentium, 1), is your true home.

Indeed, religious life is a po-
werful manifestation of the
Church’s interior holiness and
vitality. This is also very true
of the Church in India. Today
there are some 50,000 religious
sisters, 5,000 religious priests,
and 2,800 religious brothers in
this country together with some
1,500 Indian men and women
religious working in other parts
of the world. For all of this we
need to give thanks to the Lord
of the harvest who blesses you
with more and more vocations.
The whole Church rejoices and
expresses her gratitude to you
for your faith and generosity.
With profound love and respect,
the Church too repeats the
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words of the prophet: “I havg
called you by name, you are
mine” (Is. 43:1).

2. My dear brothers and
sisters: at the very heart of
your religious consecration

there lies a preferential love for
Christ himself. Your personal
history, in which and through
which you discovered ‘“the un-
searchable riches of Christ”
(Eph 3:8), has led you to com-
mit yourselves to the service of
Christ and of the coming of his
Kingdom in the world. Even
more than your brethren, you
must experience the need for
spiritual  purification. Only
when you are free from sin can
you really live for God.

If we ask therefore what it is
that the Church and the world
expect of those who have made
profession of the evangelical
counsels, the Second Vatican
Council responds in these
words: “Religious should care-
fully consider that through
them, to believers and non-be-
lievers alike, the Church truly
wishes to give an increasingly
clearer revelation of Christ.
Through them Christ should be
shown contemplating on the
mountain, announcing God’s
Kingdom to the multitude, hea-
ling the sick and the maimed,
turning sinners to wholesome
fruit, blessing children, doing
good to all, and always obeying
the will of the Father who sent
him” (Lumen Gentium, 46).

This witnessing role of reli-
gious has additional signifi-
cance in this country, precisely
because it is a sure and effec-
tive form of evangelization in



a. multi-religious context, India
wishes to see the truth of your
message in the integrity of your
consecration, in the simplicity
and humility of your poverty,
in the joy and total self-gift of
your chastity, in the sacrifice
and self-emptying experience
of your obedience. It is encou-
raging to realize that your
country respects men and wo-
men who are imbued with the
Spirit of Christ and inspired by
the love of God and fellow men.

Furthermore, the Council en-
joined on all Christians to be-
come aware of their belonging
to a pilgrim Church. More than
anyone else it is the vocation
of religious to uphold this pilg-
rim dimension of Christian life.
You are living witnesses of the
fact that ‘“here we have no las-
ting city, but we seek the city
which is to come” (Heb 13:14).

The path of chastity, poverty
and obedience, lovingly emb-
raced for the sake of the King-
dom of Christ — and this in a
permanent way, for all of one’s
life — is a path which remar-
kably accords with the spiritua-
lity of India’s religious tradi-
tions where life on earth itself
is understood as a ‘“pathway”
to a new freedom and fullfil-
ment.

3. As I look at the great
variety of your religious habits

and outward signs of your con-

secration I am reminded of the
vast spectrum of activities in
which the men and women re-
ligious of India are engaged.
In the first place I greet the
contemplatives. Indig has al-
ways given respect and impor-

tance to those chosen souls who
witness to the absolute and
transcendent reality of God

. through prayer and contempla-

tion. I am pleased to know that
the contemplative communities
among you are thriving. I make
my own the sentiments of the
Council in your regard: you
have a distinguished part to
play in Christ’s Mystical Body;
you brighten God’s people with
the richest splendours of sanc-
tity; by imparting a hidden
apostolic fruitfulness you make
this people grow; you are the
glory of the Church (cf. Per-
fectae Caritatis, 7). On behalf
of the whole people of God I
encourage you and thank you.

4., Those of you who are en-
gaged in the active apostolate
cater to the various needs of
the people of India. In doing
so in a spirit of love, brother-
hood and service, without dis-

. crimination, with respect for

every human being as a child
of God, you show forth the love
of Christ himself and continue
his mission on earth. This work
of love has been consigned to
you by the Church and is to be
discharged in her name (ecf.
Perfectae Caritatis, 8). Yours is
not a merely humanitarian ser-
vice but a specific ecclesial ac-
tivity and ministry.

Many of you are engaged in
education, thus imparting
knowledge, both Christian and
secular, through the thousands
of educational institutions

. Spread throughout the country.

874

You will permit me to underline
the great importance of this
task, especially when it allows



you to give witness to the
Church’s attachment to truth,
goodness and beauty wherever
they are found, and even more
so when it permits you to lead
your students “to the measure
of the stature of the fullness of
Christ” (Eph 4:13). In particu-
lar my thoughts go to so many

religious who teach in the vil- .

lages of India. Theirg is an emi-
nent form of service to the well-
being of .Indian society.

Then there are those engaged
in health eare, imitating Christ
in his solicitude for the poor
and the sick. Who can measure
the greatness of your lives spent

in the daily care of Christ’s

brothers and sisters? Only God
himself can adequately reward
you.
" There are those engaged in
the parochial work of evange-
lization, proclaiming the word
of God and enabling peaple to
experience the power of God’s
salvific action which transforms
their lives and introduces them
into the communion of faith
and love which is the Church.
Others are active in the social
apostolate, seeking to help the
poor and the exploited to lead
a life befitting their inalienable
human dignity. Some of you
-work through the modern mass
media and in other specialized
areas of pastoral care. :
I warmly commend you for
your zeal. May Almighty God
bless all these activities of
yours. And I appeal to you to
continue in your contribution
~ to the good of the Church and
to the overall development of
your country,

5. The appropriate renewal
of religious life desired by the
Second Vaticam Council has,
through God’s grace, brought
about among you, as among the
religious of the whole Churech,
a further spiritual awakening
and an increased dynamism in
facing the challenges of = the
present times. You have under-
stood the need for a continual
return to the sources of all
Christian life and to the origi-
nal inspiration behind each in-
stitute even as youw are adapting
to the changed ‘conditions of
contemporary society. A

In this process the Church

" reminds you that the funda-

. mental norm of all religious
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life is the following of Christ
as proposed in the Gospel. She
reminds you that the all-impor-
tant law of your consecration
is' the pursuit of perfect charity
through a continuous conver-
sion of heart.

Within this necessary frame-
work each congregation is
called to develop its specific
character, taking into account
the charisms of the founder, in
the observance of the approved-
rule and constitutions, and in
the light of the particular goals
and wholesome traditions which
are the heritage of each insti-
tute.

6. In particular I wish to
express my appreciation of the
efforts to improve the quality
of formation given to the young
religious. The training of can-
didates for the religious life is
not only a matter of imparting
knowledge. It is above .all the
delicate task of leading them, to



& profound and personal res-
ponse to a call from God to
conform their lives to the radi-
cal demands of the Gospel, in
harmony with the life and tea-
chings of the Church and in a
generous and  sincere love of
their own religious family. It is
very-important to impart to the
young religious a; deeply human
and thoroughly integrated spi-
ritual formation. It should be
an essential part of this forma-

tion to inculcate a sense of va-

lues such as truth, justice, love
and respect for the human per-
son. Religious formation can be
effective only to the extent that
Christ is formed in the candi-
date and the grace of Baptism
is lived to the full.

Be assured that your efforts
to impart a suitable formation

to the young and to provide an

adequate programme of perma-
nent formation for all religious
will bear abundant fruit for
your communities.

To all the aspirants, postu-
lants and novices of the various
congregations I express a spe-
cial word of blessing and en-
couragement. I invite you to
cherish the gift of a vocation
as a sublime expression of God’s
love for you. To you too are ad-
dressed the words of Isaiah al-
ready quoted: “I have called you
by name, you are mine”’ (Is 43:
1). May you grow each day in
awareness of the special grace
that is yours! Commit all the
energies of your lives to the
search for God, to the following
of Christ, to the service of the
Church and to the world.
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7. My dear brothers and sis-
ters, men and women religious
of India, Christ has called you
to follow him closely along the
path of the evangelical coun-
sels. He intends to bless your
lives and your work and to
enable you to be his privileged
witnesses . in this country.
Through the  faithful obser-
vance of your vows in humble
service to others, especially the
poor, you penetrate to the very
heart of Indian life, so steeped
in religious values. There, in the
spiritual heart of your people,
you help to promote the King-
dom of God, “a Kkingdom of
truth and life, a kingdom of
holiness and grace, a kingdom
of justice, love and peace” (Pre-
face of Christ the King).

May your enthusiastic love for
the Church be a uniting force
which will perfect her image
before the eyes of the world, for
she is “at the same time holy
and always in need of being pu-
rified” (Lumen Gentium, 8) as
she incessantly pursues the path
of penance and renewal. And
this path of purification, pe-
nence and conversion belongs
to you in a special way.

I entrust each and every one
of you, your communities and
your pastoral activities, to the
intercession of Mary, Mother of
Chirst and of the Church.
Mary’s discipleship shines forth
as the foremost example of how
your religious consecration is to
be lived in faith and love. And
may the prayers of the newly
beatified Blessed Alphonsa and
Blessed Kuriakose, both out-
standing examples of religious



consecration and love of our
Lord Jesus Christ and of his

12.

Church, sustain you and fill you
with joy, today and always! '

Liz-zghazagh ’Bombay, 10 ta’ Frar

FAMLIES PREPARE THE HEARTS OF YOUTH
TO RESPOND GENEROUSLY TO VOCATIONS

. ~ e
Dear Friends, dear young peopfe,~

I am very pleased that my meet-
ing with you—the youth of India
—comes at this important mo-
ment, as I am about to conclude
my visit to your country. I am
happy to be with you, to talk to
you, to listen to you and to be
assembled with you in the name
of Jesus. We are united with one
another in him! we are one in his
love. Together we are experienc-
ing his presence, because he is
here in our midst, just as he pro-
mised: “For where two or three
are gathered in my name, there
am I in the midst of them” (Mt
18:20).

For almost two thousand years
the person and teaching of Jesus
have been honoured in this land.
As your President recently said
here 'in Bombay: “Christianity
came to India even before it was
preached in Rome”. Moreover, in
you who believe in him, Jesus
himself has become Indian. And
so today it is to this Jesus that
we look to find our inspiration.
In his teaching we discover the
message we are looking for. And
he, Jesus, tells us why we are
alive. Jesus explains to us our
origin, our life, our destiny. We
have been created by God, and in

Jesus we are children of God;
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we have come forth from God’s
love. We are here to know God,
to love him and to serve him—to
discover, embrace and minister to
him in our neighbour. And our
destiny is to live with him for ever.
In this Gospel Jesus explains these
truths to us and, in the light of
these truths, he explains what is
expected of us in life. He ex-
plains to us that we must serve all
our brothers and sisters, we must
serve the world.

In a word, Jesus explains us to
ourselves. He does this' by ex-
plaining to us our relationship
with God and with one another,
with our brothers and sistéers, with
society in general and with the
world. He can do this because he
understands us and he under-
stands God: he is the Son of Man
and at the same time he is the
Son of God—the Son of God made
man. By his teaching, his grace
and the power of his word, Jesus
enables us to live upright lives,
to live in such a way as to gain
etnernal life. Saint John proclaims
to us God’s plan: “God gave us
eternal life, and this life is in his
Son. He who has the Son has life;
he who has not the Son of God
has not life” (1 Jn 5:11).

But in order to keep this life,
we must remain united with
Christ. He .explains to us' that all



life. comes from himself; we live
only because of him: “I am the
vine, you are the branches... If a
man does not abide in me, he is
cast forth as a branch’'and with-
ers” (Jn 15:4, 6). Jesus also ex-
plains to us that in order to live
in God’s love we must love our
neighbour: “This is my command-
ment that you love one another as
I have loved you” (V.v).

To belong to Christ and to keep‘

‘his commandment of love means
that we are called to serve our
neighbour, to make our contribu-
tion' to society, and to work for
the good of our country and the
whole world.

'Saint John urges us to be con-
sistent in our lives. He puts it
very clearly -and simply: We
have been loved by God and must
therefore love our neighbour in re-
turn. His words are very forceful:
“If any one says, ‘I love God’, and
hates his brother, he is a liar; for
who does not love his brother
whom he has seen cannot love
God whom he has not seen” (1 Jn
4:20).

These principles, dear young
people, challenge you in your
whole attitude towards life: they
affect what you do at'home, the
way you'treat your fellow men,
the way you decide to contribute
to the world. They confirm the
fact that you cannot live your life
in isolation!

The Church supports
you face the challenges that are
yours as young people in India.
She wants to reflect with you on
what is involved, on what is ex-
pected of you, on how' you can
serve best.

The ‘Church will help you to

. when you will

you as
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identify the problems in the world
by clarifying the purpose of life,
by inissting on the dignity of man,
by sharing with you her under-
standing of humanity. She will
stand by you and- encourage you
at every turn. But above all she |
offers you the means to face all
the problems of life. In other
words, the Church . offers you
Christ. She will urge you to stay
united with ‘him, to remain in his
love, because in him you will dis-
cover not only the source of life
but also a model of authentic hu-
man living.

The Church will offer you .the
Sacraments - to susiain you ‘and
heal you and give you strength.
In the Eucharist she will transmit
to you the life of Christ, Through
Penance she will put you in con-
tact with the compassionate and
forgiving Christ, and there . will be
many times, dear young .people,
experience  the
need for:mercy and be called upon
to exercise it. The Church. will ex-
plain to you everything that she
has learned from Christ, beginn-
ing with the art af prayer, so that
you may be in contact with Christ,
in conversation with him, in union
with him. :

The Church will equip you to
face serenely the successes and
failures and aspirations of life, be-
cause she will transmit to you the
life-giving and uplifting message
of “Christ Jesus our hope” (2 Tim
1:1).

But the Church also.asks some-
thing of you: she asks for your
collaboration, your help in' leading
humanity -to. God. - She asks you
to bear witness to Christ. She asks
you to serve your neighbour in the



circumstances of your daily lives,
here and now in Bombay, in India,
in 1986.

Here the challenge to you be-
comes specific. Each one of you is
called to a specific service, and all
together you are called to trans-
form the world:

— by forgiveness and reconcili-
ation when ill-treated by others in
your individual and collective
lives, knowing that to forgive is
divine;

— by fraternal love and solida-
rity, working with all your bro-
thers and sisters, because Jesus’
commandment of love is univer-
sal;

— by promoting peace in work-
ing for justice, beginning with
your own lives;

'— by loving your country and
working for the advancement of
all your people;

— by remaining faithful to your
national heritage and your com-
munity, yet realizing that you be-
long to the universal Church and
to the world community;

— by looking to Mary the
Mother of Jesus to find an exam-
ple of a life dedicated to generous
service—open to God and intent
" on serving man;

— by giving of yourselves gen-
erously, like Mary, cooperating in
God’s plan for the world;

— by cultivating the virtues of
simplicity, honesty and sincerity;

— by rejecting all discrimina-
tion based on race, religion, sex,
social condiiton or language
groups.

We are all brothers and sisters,
children of the same Father. Our
riches consist not in ‘the multipli-
city of our possessions but in the

fewness of our wants — in the
spiritual freedom which accompa-
nies the right attitude towards
created things. Dear young people:
you cannot find happiness by gras-
ping for material things or by be-
ing closed in on yourselves. There
is mo place for apathy or indiffe-
rence in your lives. The Lord
wishes to use your enthusiasm, in-
genuity and idealism for the ben-
efit of your neighbours, India and
the world.

The dynamism of your youth
must be channelled into solving
the questions facing society to-
day, into working for unity, into
doing your daily work as a con-
tribution to building a better
world. You must combat inertia
and persevere in the face of dif-
ficulties. You are called to love
what is best in your Indian way
of life.

Every day you must open your
hearts to the action of the Holy
Spirit, asking him to show you
truth in all its fullness. And it is
on the basis of truth—the truth of
your being, the truth about man,
the truth about humanity—that
you must build society. The
Church will lead you to the truth
about man, but you ydurselves
must embrace it and apply it.

The Church does not claim to
have easy and ready-made solu-
tions to all the particular problems
that face humanity. The Second
Vatican Council made this clear
by stating: “The Church guards
the heritage of God’s word and
draws from it religious and moral
principles, without always having
at hand the solution to particular

. problems” (Gaudium et Spes, 33). .
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At the same time the Church



knows that she has been sent in-
to the world with the message of
Christ and that she is in a position
to help man resolve basic pro-
blems. In regard to these difficul-
ties the Council put it this way:
“Engligthened by God’s revelation,
the Church is able to give a re-
sponse”’ (Gaudium et Spes, 12).

And the youth of India are call-
ed to apply the solid principles of
faith to (the reality of today’s so-
ciety.

For those of you who are Chris-
tians it means applying the mes-
sage of Christ to every part of life.

For all of you, whether Chris-
tians or not, it means working to-
gether in fraternal love for inte-
gral human development in India
today, showing special concern
for the poor and the downtrodden.

You do well to listen carefully
to the sages of your land as they
speak to you about the' great
power of truth that was so much
a part of their own lives and that
cannot help but be an inspiration
to you all. For you as for them, it
will involve understanding and pa-
tience, non-violence, endurance
and suffering. But truth is power,
the only kind of power that can
change the world, and when com-
bined with love it is a power that
can totally transform the world.
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The final outcome of truth is
triumph and liberation. Jesus as-
sures us explicitly: “You will
know the truth and the truth will
make you free” (Jn 8:32). Go for-
ward, young people of India, with
the truth of God. It is liberating,
uplifting and invincible. Yes, the
truth of God is invincible!

And with you, dear young peo-
ple of India, my pilgrimage to
your great land comes to an end.
But the values that I have seen
are imperishable and will never
come to an end. And India herself
must go forward to fulfill, within
the comity of nations, her destiny
of service to humanity.

Dear people of all India: your
warmth and hospitality will re-
main in my heart for all the days
to come. I am deeply grateful to
you all.

I renew the expression of my
special appreciation to His Excel-"
lency the President of India and to
the Prime Minister and Govern-
ment. To all the religious and civic
leaders who have done so much to
make this pilgrimage to India pos-
sible and to all who have worked
so hard for its success, I say, from
the depths of my heart, “thank
you”. Upon all the people of India
I invoke God’s blessings of peace
and justice, of love and truth.

Jai Hind!



ISTRUZZJONI DWAR
HELSIEN NISRANI U LIBERAZZJONI

“fl-yerita tehliskom”

DAHLA
1. Ix-xewgqa ghall-helsien

Wahda mill-agwa karatteristici ta’ Zzmienna hija 1-gharfien tal-liberta
u tad-dinjita tal-bniedem flimkien mad-dikjarazzjoni li l-bnedmin u l-pop-
li ghandhom drittijiet i hadd ma jista’ jichadhomlhom. Izda I-liberta tit-
lob li jkun hemm certi kondizzjonijiet ekonomici, soc¢jali, politici u kul-
turali biex tkun tista’ sseih ghal kollox. Ix-xewqa kbira ghal-liberta li
thabbat lid-dinja tal-lum gejja mill-gharfien ¢ar ta’ dak kollu li qed ifixkel
l-izvilupp tal-liberta u ged ikasbar id-dinjita tal-bniedem.

II-Knisja ta’ Kristu taghmel taghha dawn ix-xewqat hija u taghmel I-
ghazliet taghha fid-dawl tal-Evangelju, 1i fih innifsu hu bxara ta’ helsien
u liberazzjoni. Kemm fit-teorija u kemm fil-prattika xi kull tant dawn
" ix-xewqat ghal-liberta jiehdu suriet li m’humiex skond il-verita tal-bnie-
dem kif tidher fid-dawl tal-holgien u tal-fidwa. Ghalhekk il-Kongregaz-
zjoni ghad-Duttrina tal-Fidi hasset il-htiega li twissi dwar ‘“fehmiet zbal-
jati u perikolu ta’ fehmiet zbaljati li huma ta’ theddida ghall-fidi u ghall-
hajja nisranija”.! Dawn it-twissijiet mhumiex barra minn Zmienhom, izda
huma f’'waqthom u jiswew hafna.

2. L-ghan ta’ din l-Istruzzjoni

L-istruzzjoni Libertatis Nuntius dwar Xi aspetti tat-Teologija tal-Libe-
razzjoni wriet il-fehma tal-Kongregazzjoni li tohrog dokument iehor li juri
car liema huma l-elementi ewlenin tat-taghlim nisrani dwar il-helsien u 1-
liberazzjoni. B’din l-istruzzjoni ta’ issa qieghda ssehh il-fehma tal-Kon-
gregazzjoni. Hemm relazzjoni organika bejn iz-zewg dokumenti. Ghand-
hom jingraw fid-dawl ta’ xulxin. ~

Dwar is-suggett ta’ dawn iz-zewg istruzzjonijiet, suggett 1i hu fil-qo-
fol tal-Bxara tal-Evangelju, il-Magisteru tal-Knisja tkellem kemm-il dar-
ba.? Dan id-dokument irid biss juri xi aspetti ewlenin fit-teorija u fil-
~ prattika. Dwar l-applikazzjoni tat-taghlim ta’ dawn iz-zewg istruzzjonijiet
skond il-qagnda f’kull post, tiddec¢iedi 1-Knisja lokali, f’xirka wahda mal-
knejjes l-ohra u mal-Knisja ta’ Ruma.®

Il-problema tal-helsien u l-liberazzjoni ma jistax ma jkollhiex dimen-
sjoni ekumenika. Hi parti mill-wirt tradizzjonali tal-knejjes u tal-komuni-
tajiet ekklesjasti¢ci. Ghalhekk dan id-dokument jista’ jkun ta’ ghajnuna
ghax-xhieda u l-hidma tad-dixxipli kollha tal-Mulej, imsejhin biex iwieg-
bu ghall-isfidi kbar ta’ Zmenijietna.
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3. Il-verita li taghmilna hielsa

Kliem Gesl: “Il-verita tehliskom” (Gw 8,32) ghandu jdawwal u jmex-
xi kull riflessjoni teologika u kull decizjoni pastorali f’dan il-gasam.

Din il-verita li gejja minn Alla ghandha ¢-Centru taghha f’Gesi Kristu,
is-Salvatur tad-dinja.* Minnu, 1i hu “t-Triq, il-Veritd u 1-Hajja” (Gw 14,6)
il-Knisja tircievi kull ma tista’ toffri lill-familja kollha tal-bnedmin. Mill-
misteru tal-Verb ta’ Alla maghmul bniedem ghalina u Redentur tad-dinja,
il-Knisja tikseb il-verita dwar il-Missier u l-imhabba tieghu ghalina, u tik-
seb ukoll il-verita dwar il-bniedem u 1-helsien tieghu.

Bis-Salib u 1-Qawmien tieghu mill-imwiet, Kristu Kisbilna 1-fidwa, li
hi helsien fit-tifsir l-aktar qawwi tal-kelma, ghax helisna mid-deni l-aktar
radikali jigifieri mid-dnub u s-setgha tal-mewt. Meta 1-Knisja, mghallma
mill-Mulej, titlob il-Missier u tghidlu: “Ehlisna mid-deni,” tkun qed titlob
biex il-misteru tas-salvazzjoni jahdem bil-gawwa kollha fil-hajja taghna
ta’ kuljum. IlI-Knisja taf 1i s-Salib li jsalvana huwa tassew ghajn ta’ dawl
u ta’ hajja u centru ta’ l-istorja. L-imhabba li biha hi mhegga ggaghlha
xxandar il-Bxara t-tajba u tgassam il-frott taghha 1i jaghti 1-hajja bis-sag-
ramenti mqaddsa. Hu fi Kristu 1-Feddej li I-hsieb u l-hidma tal-Knisja
ghandhom il-bidu taghhom, meta hi, hija u tara t-tragedji li ged jahkmu
d-dinja, togghod tahseb xi tfisser il-liberazzjoni u X’inhu l-veru helsien u
. liema huma' t-trigat li jwasslu ghalihom.

Il-verita, ibda mill-verita tal-fidwa, li- hi fil-qofol tal-misteru tal-fidi,
hi ghalhekk l-gherq u r-regola tal-helsien, il-pedament u 1-gies ta’ kull hid-
ma ghall-helsien.

4. [Il-verita, il-kundizzjoni ghall-helsien

Il-kuxjenza morali tal-bniedem hi fid-dmir li tkun miftuha ghall-ve-
rita fil-milja kollha taghha; il-bniedem hu fid-dmir 1i jfittex il-veritd u jac-
cettaha malli jaraha. :

Il-kmandament® ta’ Kristu 1-Mulej hu li I-Evangelju jithabbar lill-gnus
kollha, u dawn ghalhekk ghandhom id-dritt li jithabbrilnom I-Evangelju.
It-thabbira ta’ I-Evangelju, bil-qawwa ta’ I-Ispirtu s-Santu, titlob ukoll ris-
pett ghal-liberta ta’ kull individwu li ghandu jkun hieles minn kull xorta
ta’ pressjoni jew sfurzar.®

L-Ispirtu ' s-Santu jmexxi 1-Knisja u d-dixxipli ta’ Kristu “fis-sewwa
kollu” (Gw 16,13). L-Ispirtu s-Santu, tul iz-zminijiet, ‘igedded il-wic¢ ta’
l-art (Salm 104,30). Hu jwassal biex il-bnedmin dejjem aktar jintebhu bid-
dinjitd tal-bniedem u jirrispettawha.” L-Ispirtu s-Santu hu l-bidu tal-ku-
ragg, tal-qlubija u ta’ l-eroizmu: “Fejn hemm I-Ispirtu tal-Mulej, hemm
il-nelsien” (2 Kor 3,17).
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Kap I

IL-QAGHDA TAL-HELSIEN FID-DINJA TAL-LUM
|
I X’INKISEB MILL- PROCESS TAL-HELSIEN FI ZMIENNA U X’INHUMA
L-PERIKOLI TA’ DAN IL-PROCESS

5. Il-wirt tat-twemmin nisrani .

L-Evangelju ta’ Kristu meta wera ’l-bniedem xX’inhi l-qaghda tieghu
bhala bniedem hieles, wassal lill-bnedmin biex jintebhu b’dak il- ghoh tal-
helsien li gatt gabel ma basru bih.

It-thabrik ghall-helsien u t-tfittix tal-liberazzjoni, i huma fost l-agwa
sinjali taz-zminijiet tal-lum, ghandhom l-ewwel bidu taghhom fil-wirt nis-
rani. Dan veru wkoll fejn il-helsien jiehu suriet qarrieqa 1i jaslu wkoll biex
ikunu kontra l-fehma nisranija tal-bniedem u d-destin tieghu. Jekk ma
nsemmux l-Evangelju, il-grajjiet tal-ahhar mijiet ta’ snin fil-Punent, ma.
nifthmuhomx.

6. Iz-zZmien tal-lum i

Mal-bidu Eéz-zmien modern, jigifieri minn zmien ir-Rinaxximent, il-
bnedmin bdew jahsbu li kienu jistghu jiksbu helsien fil-nsieb u l1-eghmil jekk
jergghu lura ghall-imghoddi fil-filosofija u fix-xjenzi naturali, minhabba t-
taghrif dwar il-ligijiet tan-natura u l-kontroll fughom li Kisbu. ‘

Luteru, min-naha tieghu, wara li qara l-ittri ta’ San Pawl, fittex li
jizgieled ghall-helsien mill-madmad tal-Ligi li ghalih kien il-Knisja ta’
zZmienu. '

Izda kien l-aktar fi zmien ta’ l-IlluminiZmu u r-Rivoluzzjoni Franciza
li l-ghajta ghall-helsien bdiet tidwi bil-gawwa kollha taghha. Minn dak
iz-zmien, hafna bdew iqgisu 1-grajjiet kollha tal-gejjieni bhala process ta’
liberazzjori 1i ma jista’ gatt jiegaf u bilfors jasal ghal Zzmien li fih il-bnie-
dem, hicles ghal kollox darba ghal dejjem, jikseb il-hena sa minn din id-
© «dinja.

VERREL e
,\

7 Lejn il-hakma tan-natura

Fid-dawl ta’ ideologija ta’ progress bhal din, il- bmedem fittex 1i jah-
‘kem in-natura. Il-jasar li bih kien mahkum sa dak iz-zmien, kien mibni
fuq l-injoranza u l-pregudizzju. Il-bniedem seta’ jahkem in-natura billi jeh-
dilha s-sigrieti taghha. B’hekk ir-rebha tal-helsien kien il-ghan 1i fittex il-
bniedem huwa u jizviluppa x-xjenza u t-teknologija. L-isforzi li ghamel
kisbulu. successi ta’ l-ghageb. Ghalkemm il-bniedem mhux hieles ghal kol-
lox minn dizastri naturali hafna perikoli naturali gew imwarrbin min-nofs.
Numru dejjem akbar ta’ nies huma zguri minn ikel adatt u bizzejjed. Mezzi
godda ta’ trasport u ta’ kummeré¢ ged ihaffu 1-bdil ta’ affarijiet ta’ l-ikel,
ta’ materji primi, ta’ xoghol u ta’ sengha teknika, b’mod li wiehed jista’
jilmah bhala xi haga mhux ’il boghod hajja ta’ dinjitd u ta’ he151en minn
kull xorta ta’ fagar ghall- famll]a kollha tal-bnedmin.
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8. Kisbiet socjali u politici

Il-moviment modern ghall-helsien ghazel ghan politiku u socjali. Irid
iwassal biex itemm il-hakma ta’ bniedem minn iehor u jgib ’il quddiem
il-fehma Ii 1-bnedmin kollha huma ndags u ahwa bejniethom. Ma nistghux
ni¢chdu 1i f’dan il-qasam ukoll inkisbu xi rizultati tajbin. Il-jasar u r-rab-
tiet 1i fl-imghoddi xi whud kellhom skond il-ligi li jagdu s-sidien, illum spic-
caw ghal kollox. Id-dritt ta’ kulhadd ghall-kultura mexa sewwa ’l qud-
diem, F’hafna pajjizi 1-ligi taghraf 1i l-irgiel u n-nisa huma ndags, li ¢-Cit-
tadini kollha ghandhom sehem fil-hajja politika tal-pajjiz u hemm l-istess
drittijiet ghal kulhadd. Ir-razzizmu hu mwarrab bhala haga kontra 1-ligi u
l-gustizzja. Il-mod kif inhuma mfissra llum id-drittijiet tal-bniedem juri li
hemm issa fehma aktar cara tad-dinjita ta’ kull bniedem. Meta ngisu
x’kienu s-sistemi ta’ hakma fl-imghoddi, ma nistghux nichdu li f’hafna so-
¢jetajiet il-libertd u l-egwaljanza mxew hafna 'l quddiem. '

9. . Liberta ta’ hsieb u-ta’ deé¢izjoni

Fl-ahharnett u gabel kollox, il-moviment modern ghall-helsien sup-
post li kellu jwassal lill-bniedem ghall-helsien fir-ruh, jigifieri li jkun hie-
les fi hsibijietu u f’eghmilu. L-ghan ta’ dan il-moviment kien li jehles il-
bniedem mis-superstizzjoni u minn suriet ta’ biza’ li wiret mill-imghoddi,
hwejjeg li kienu meqjusa bhala tfixkil ghall-progress tal:bniedem. L-ghan'
ta’ dan il-moviment kien 1i jagnti I-kuragg u gqawwa lill-bniedem biex jagh-
mel uzu tar-raguni minghajr ebda biza’ ta’ Dak li ma jafx bih. B’hekk, u
l-aktar fix-xjenzi stori¢i u umani, zviluppat fehma gdida dwar il-bniedem,
bil-ghan, fid-dieher, li tghinu jifhem ahjar lilu nnifsu f'dak 1li ghandu x’
jagsam mal-kobor tieghu bhala persuna jew f’dawk 1i huma l-kondizzjo-
nijiet fondamentali biex ikun hemm komunita.

10. Fehmiet kontra xulxin fil-pro¢ess modern tal-helsien

Meta ngisu r-rebhiet li sehhu ha tinhakem in-natura, jew ir-rebhiet
fil-hajja politika u socjali, kemm fil-livell ta’ l-individwi u kemm fil-livell
tas-socjeta, kulhadd jista’ jaghraf li I-progress li ntlahaq mhuwiex dak 1i -
wiehed kien jistenna fil-bidu. Hi haga c¢ara wkoll li perikoli godda, suriet
godda ta’ jasar u suriet chra ta’ biza’ nholqu proprju fiz-zmien li fih beda
jikber il-moviment modern ghall-helsien. Dan juri 1i hemm fehmiet li hu-
ma ghal kollox kontra xulxin dwar xi jfisser il-helsien; u din l-ambigwita, sa
mill-bidu, dehret f’dan il-moviment fih innifsu.

11. Ti-bniedem mhedded mill-hakma tieghu fuq in-natura

Ghalhekk gara li I-bniedem aktar ma beda jehles mill-perikoli tan-
-natura, aktar beda jibza! minnu nnifsu. Aktar ma t-teknologija tikseb kon-
troll akbar fuq in-natura, aktar ged thedded li teqred is-sisien stess tal-
gejjieni taghna b’mod li l-generazzjoni tal-bnedmin tal-lum qed issir I-
ghadu tal-generazzjonijiet ta’ ghada. Meta geghdin nahkmu ghal kollox il-
gqawwiet tan-natura minghajr ma naraw fejn se jwasslu dawn is-setghat
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fuq in-natura m’ahniex mexjin lejn it-trig li twassal ghall-qerda tal-liber-
ta tal-irgiel u n-nisa ta’ ghada? X’qawwiet jistghu jharsu l-bniedem mill-
jasar tal-hakma.tieghu nnifsu? Mehtiega ghalhekk hila ghal kollox gdida ta’
helsien u liberazzjoni, hila 1i titlob process ta’ helsien ghal kollox gdid.

12. Il-perikoli tas- setgha teknologika

Il-gawwa li ghandu l-gherf xjentifiku ghall-helsien narawha bil-fatti
f’dak kollu li nkiseb bil-progress tat-teknologija. Minn ghandu t-teknolo-
gija jahkem fuqg id-dinja u fuqg il-bnedmin. Minn dan hargu suriet godda
‘ta’ inegwaljanza bejn dawk li jafu t-teknclogija u dawk li juzawha biss
bla ma jafuha. Is-setgha teknologika tal-lum hi marbuta mas-setgha eko-
nomika u twassal biex din is-setgha tigi f’idejn ftit min-nies. B’hekk, fl-
istess nazzjonijiet u bejn nazzjonijiet, inhiolqu relazzjonijiet ta’ dipenden-
za li, f’”dawn l-ahhar ghoxrin sena, wasslu ghal talbiet godda ta’ helsien.
Kif nistghu ma nhallux is-setgha teknologika ssir setgha li tahqar Xi grup-
pi ta’ bnedmin jew ukoll popli shah?

12. Individwalizmu u kollettivizmu ;

Fost dak li nkiseb fil-gasam socjali u politiku, fi zmien I-Illuminizmu,
hemm it-tifsir ambigwu mognti lil-liberta b’mod li ntqies hieles dak il-
bniedem li ma jongsu xejn u ghandu kull ma jehtieg ghalih. innifsu u
bhala ghan'ghandu li jikseb kull ma jagbillu ha jgawdi 1-gid ta’ l-art. Din
l-ideologija individwalistika ta’ xX’inhu l-bniedem ghenet hafna biex ikun
hemm tgassim mhux indaqgs tal-gid fil-bidu tal-industrijalizzazzjoni, tant li
l-haddiema sabu ruhhom imwarrbin milli jkollhom sehem mill-gid essen-
zjali 1i huma ghenu biex jinkiseb u li ghalih kellhom dritt. B’hekk bdew
movimenti gawwija ta’ helsien mill-mizerja li halliet is-soc¢jeta industrija-
lizzata.

Xi nsara, kemm laj¢i u kemm sacerdoti, ma nagqsux 11 jiggieldu biex
ikun hemm gharfien xieraq tad-drittijiet legittimi tal-haddiema. Hafna dra-
bi 1-Magisteru tal-Knisja gholla lehnu favur dan.

Izda spiss dak li, bir-ragun kollu, kien ged jitlob il- mov1ment tal-had-
diema wassal ghal suriet godda ta’ jasar, li hargu minn fehmiet li ma Kki-
nux igharfu s-sejha tal-bniedem ghall-hajja 'l fuq hafna mid-dinja u raw
ghall-bniedem sejha biss ghal din id-dinja. Xi movimenti favur id-drittijiet
tal-haddiema xi kull tant waslu.ghall-progetti ta’ kolletivizmu u dan was-
sal ghall-eghmil iehor kontra 1-gustizzja, serju daqs l-eghmil 1-iehor li rie-
du jeqirdu.

14. Suriet godda ta’ mohgrija

B’hekk fi zmienna rajna I-bidu ta’ sistemi totalitarji u ta’ suriet ta’
tirannija li ma setghux ikunu gabel ma ssehh progress teknologiku Kbir.
Min-naha, il-perfezzjoni 1i nkisbet bit-teknika qed tigi wzata ghall-gerda
ta’ popli shah, minn naha ohra Xi minoranzi ged jippruvaw jghassru naz-
zjonijiet shah permezz tat-terrorizmu u jwassal ghall-mewt ta’ tant nies
bla htija. Illum wiehed jista’ jasal biex jikkontrolla I-bniedem sal-fond tie-
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ghu nnifsu u s-sistemi i hemm illum biex bihom wiehed jahseb ghall-gej-
jieni u 1i minnhom jiddependi l-bniedem, jistghu jkunu wkoll theddida ta’
mohgrija. .

Il-helsien qarrieq minn dak 1i titlob is-socjetd qed jigi mfittex per-
mezz tad-drogi li ged iwasslu tant zghazagh fid-dinja kollha ghall-gerda
taghhom infushom u jwaqqghu familji shah fil-hemm u n-niket.

15, Il-periklu ta’ gerda shiha

L-gharfien ta’ ordni guridiku bhala garanzija ta’ relazzjonijiet tajba
bejn il-familji kollha tal-gnus gieghed dejjem aktar jiddghajjef. Meta 1-fi-
ducja fil-ligi ma tidhirx li' gieghda taghti harsien bizzejjed, wiehed jibda
jfittex is-sigurta u l-paci tieghu billi jhedded lill-ohrajn, u dan jasal biex
ikun periklu ghall-bnedmin kollha. Is-setghat li jmisshom ighinu fl-izvi-
lupp tal-liberta, jaslu minflok biex ikattru t-theddid. L-armi tal-mewt lesti
ghall-gwerer ta’ dawk li huma kontra xulxin 111um jistghu jeqirdu kull
hajja fid-dinja.

16. Relazzjonijiet godda ta’ inegwaljanza

Hemm illum relazzjonijiet ta’ inegwaljanza u ta’ mohgqrija bejn naz-
zjonijiet gawwija u nazzjonijiet 1i m’humiex. Milli jidher ir-regola li tmexxi
r-relazzjonijiet internazzjonali hija dik li tfittex dak li ]aqblllek minghajr
ma tqis il-gid tal-familja kollha tal-bnedmin.

Il-qagnda fil-pajjizi fqar hi mharbta bix-xiri ta’ l-armi tal -gwerra, ghax
dawn igibu firda fil-pajjiz u jwasslu biex grupp jahkem fuq iehor. Liema
setghat imbaghad jistghu jzommu l-uzu sistematiku ta’ l-armi tal-gwerra u .
jaghtu mill-gdid awtorita lil-ligi?

17. L-emancipazzjoni tan-nazzjonijiet zghar

Minhabba li r-relazzjonijiet ta’ setgha bejn in-nazzjonijiet ma humiex
indags ghal kulhadd, bdew iqumu movimenti ghall-emancipazzjoni tan-
nazzjonijiet zghar, li aktarx huma wkoll fgar u li sa ftit ilu kienu ko-
lonji. Izda spiss in-nies ta’ dawk il-pajjizi huma mqgarrqgin u misrugin mir-
rebda iebsa ta’ l-indipendenza taghhom minn gvernijiet jew tiranniji bla
ebda skruplu li jiksru bla ma hadd ikellimhom id-drittijiet tal-bniedem:.
Dawn il-popli f’gaghda bhal din, ma ghamlu xejn hlief biddlu s-sid.

Jibga’ dejjem veru li wiehed mill-agwa fenomeni ta’ Zmienna, feno-
menu li narawh fil-kontinenti kollha, huwa I-fatt li gnus, mahkumin ghal
snin shah minn fagar kbir, geghdin iqumu u jixxennqu ghall-hajja ta’ din-
jita u ta’ gustizzja u lesti jiggieldu ghall-helsien taghhom.

18. Il-moralita u Alla: ifixklu I-helsien?

Jekk ingisu l-moviment modern ghall-helsien tal-bniedem fih innif-
su, insibu 1i l-isforz 1i sar biex jinhelsu minn kull xkiel il-hsieb u r-rieda
tal-bniedem wasslu lil xi whud biex igisu l-moralitd bhala xkiel ghar-
raguni, xkiel 1i 1-bniedem irid iwarrab biex ikun tassew sid tieghu nmnifsu.

Ghal hafna ohrajn, imbaghad, Alla nnifsu hu dak li b’'mod specjali
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gieghed ibieghed il-bniedem minnu nnifsu. Dawn ighidu 1i bl-ebda mod ma
jista’ jkun hemm qbil bejn li tghid li hemm Alla u bejn li tghid li I-bnie-
dem hu hieles. Dawn ighidu li l-bniedem ikun tassew hieles jekk jichad
lil Alla.

19. Xi mistogsijiet ta’ qtigh il-qalb

Hawn qieghed l-gherq tat-tragedji kollha li huma msehbin mal-grajja
tal-helsien tal-bniedem illum. Ghaliex din il-grajja, minkejja dak kollu li
nkiseb u li wkoll jista’ jintilef malajr, spiss tintilef fiha nfisha u tara I-
bidu ta’ suriet ohra ta’ jasar? Ghaliex xi movimenti ta’ helsien li ganglu
tamiet kbar jispiccaw bi gvernijiet 1i ghalihom il-libertajiet tac-cittadini®,
ibda mil-liberta religjuza®, huma l-aqwa gnadu?

Meta l-bniedem irid jehles mil-ligi morali u ma jkunx jiddependi xejn
minn Alla, flok jikseb il-helsien, jeqirdu. Huwa u jehles mill-gies tal-ve-
ritd, jaga’ vittma ta’ dak li hu arbitrarju; ir-relazzjonijiet ta’ ahwa bejn il-
gnus jispiccaw u posthom jiehdu t-twerwir, il-mibeghda u‘1-biza’.

Il-moviment modern ghall-helsien li ghamel eghruq kbar fid-dinja sar
haga ambigwa minhabba li ddakkar bi zbalji gerrieda dwar il-qaghda u I-
liberta tal-bniedem: hu mghobbi kemm b’weghdiet ta’ helsien tassew u
kemm b’theddid ta’ suriet gerrieda ta’ jasar.

II. IL-HELSIEN FL-ESPERJENZA TAL-POPLU TA’ ALLA

20. Il-Knisja u l-helsien

Ghaliex il-Knisja qged tintebah b’din l-ambigwitd gerrieda tal-movi-
ment modern ghall-helsien, il-Magisteru tal-Knisja tul dawn l-ahhar mi-
jiet ta’ snin tkellem biex iwissi kontra fehmiet qarrieqa li malajr jistghu
jwasslu l-negga ghall-helsien lejn dispjaciri kollha mrar. Spiss il-Knisja
ma fehmuhiex meta gﬁamlet dan. Izda biz-zmien wiehed jista’ jaghraf ah-
jar kemm Kkienet gusta l-qaghda tal-Knisja.

II-Knisja ndahlet'® f’isem il-verita: dwar il-bniedem mahluq xbieha ta’
Alla. Minkejja dan, lill-Knisja xlewha bhallikieku hi stess kienet xkiel
ghall-helsien. Qalu 1i l-kostituzzjoni' gerarkika taghha hi kontra l-egwal-
janza, u li 1-Magisteru taghha hu kontra l-helsien fil-hsieb. Veru li kien
hemm zbalji fil-gudizzji tal-Knisja fl-imghoddi u kien hemm nuggasijiet
kbar tul iz-Zminijiet'* 1i taghhom kienu responsabbli l-insara; izda dawn 1-
oggezzjonijiet mhux ged jaghtu kaz tan-natura vera tal-haga. Il-hafna su-
riet ta’ karizmi fi hdan il-Poplu ta’ Alla, karizmi ta’ gadi, ma jmorrux
kontra 1-fatt li I-bnedmin ghandhom ilkoll l-istess. dinjita u l-istess sejha
ghall-qdusija.

Il-helsien fil-hsieb, bhala kondizzjoni mentiega ha tinkiseb il-verita fl-
ogsma kollha ta’ l-gherf tal-bniedem, ma jfissirx li 1-bniedem ma ghandux
aktar juza u jhaddem ir-raguni tieghu fid-dawl tar-Rivelazzjoni li Kristu
ried jafda lill-Knisja tieghu. Meta r-raguni mahluga tal-bniedem tinfetah
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ghall-verita ta’ Alla, tizviluppa u tikseb perfezzjoni 1li hi sura mill-agwa
ta’ helsien. Barra dan, il-Koncilju Vatikan II jaghraf li x-xjenzi Kollha
ghandhom l-awtonomija legittima taghhom!'?, kif ghandhom ukoll din I-
awtonomija 1-hidmiet kollha ta’ natura politika."’

21. Il-liberta ta¢-ckejknin u tal-foqra

Wiehed mill-izbalji ewlenin 1i tagqlu I-process tal-liberazzjoni minn
zmien 1-Illuminizmu, hu I-fehma mxerrda hafna 1i 1-progress 1i sehh fl-og-
sma tax-xjenzi, tat-teknologija u tal-ekonomija ghandu jkun il-pedament
mehtieg ha jinkiseb il-nelsien. B’hekk ma glex maghruf sewwa X’inhu 1-
gofol tal-helsien u x’jitlob.

II-Knisja minn dejjem kellha l-esperjenza ta’ x’inhu dan il-qofol, mill-
hajja tal-kotra ta’ l-insara, u l-aktar tac-ckejknin u tal-fogra. Dawna, bil-
fidi taghhom, jafu li Alla jhobbhom b’imhabba bla gjies. Kull wiehed minn-
hom jista’ jghid: “Nghix (hajti) bil-fidi fl-Iben ta’ Alla li habbni u ta ruhu
ghalija” (Gal 2,20b). Din hi d-dinjita li ghandhom u li ‘hadd ma jista’ je-
hodhielhom; dan hu I-ferh li jhossu fihom u jaghmilhom hielsa. Jafu 1i kien
ghalihom li Gesu gal dan il-kliem: “Ma nsejhilkomx aktar gaddejja ghax
il-qaddej ma jafx x’jaghmel sidu; sejjahtilkom hbieb, ghaliex kull ma smajt
minghand Missieri, jiena gharrafthulkom” (Gw. 15,15). Dan is-sehem fl-
gharfien ta’ Alla hu l-helsien taghhom mill-hakma ta’ 1-ghorrief: “Dan tafuh
ilkoll... ghalhekk intom ma ghandkomx bzonn min jogghod ighallimkom”
(Gw 2,20b.27b). Thossu wkoll 1i ghandhom sehem fl-gherf l-aktar gholi li
ghalih hu msejjah il-bniedem.'* Jafu 1i Alla jhobbhom, dagskemm ihobb I-
ohrajn, aktar milli jhobb l-ohrajn. Ghalhekk ged ighixu f’helsien li jigi mill-

enta u l-imhabba.

22. [Ir-rizorsi tad-devozzjoni popolari

L-istess sentiment ta’ fidi, i ghandu l-poplu ta’ Alla fid-devozzjoni
kollha tama ghas-salib ta’ Kristu, iwasslu biex jintebah bil-gawwa li hemm
fil-misteru ta’ Kristu I-Feddej. Ghalhekk, minflok immagdru jew nippru-
vaw neqirdu dawk is-suriet popolari li jista’ jkollha din id-devozzjoni, ghan-
dna nfittxu naghrfu u naraw fil-fond xi tfisser u xX’timplika."”” Ghandna
quddiemna fatti ta’ tifsir teologiku u pastorali fundamentali: huma I-foqra,
dawk 1i Alla jhobb b’imhabba specjali li jifhmu I-ahjar, u giesu b’istint, li
l-helsien l-aktar shih, hu l-helsien mid-dnub u l-mewt, il-helsien 1i nkiseb
bil-Mewt u I-Qawmien ta’ Kristu.

23. '« Id-dimensjoni salvifika u etika tal-liberazzjoni

Il-qawwa ta’ dan il-helsien tidhol fil-bniedem u fil-grajja tieghu Kif
inhi llum, tbiddlu mill-fond u tgawwi t-tama tieghu fit-tmiem ta’ kollox.
L-ewwel u l-aqwa tifsira tal-helsien li tidher b’dan il-mod hi ghalhekk il-
helsien tas-salvazzjoni: il-bniedem jinheles mill-jasar tal-hazen u tad-dnub.

Il-bniedem li jgarrab is-salvazzjoni, jara X’inhu l-veru tifsir tal-hel-
sien, ghaliex il-liberazzjoni hi 1-ghoti mill-gdid tal-helsien. Hi wkoll edu-
kazzjoni ghall-helsien, ]1g1f1er1 edukazzjoni dwar I-uzu tajjeb tal- helswn
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B’dan il-mod id-dimensjoni salvifika tal-helsien hi marbuta mad-dimen-
sjoni etika,

24, Fazi gdida fil-grajja tal-helsien

Is-sentiment tal-fidi, li ta bidu ghall-esperjenza radikali tal-helsien u
I-liberazzjoni, dahal, ftit jew wisq, fil-kultura u d-drawwiet tal-popli nsara.

Izda llum, minhabba l-isfidi kbar li ghandha quddiemha l-familja kol-
lha tal-bnedmin, jehtieg li, b’mod ghal kollox gdid u kemm jista’ jkun
malajr, 1-imhabba ta’ Alla u l-helsien fil-verita u l-gustizzja juru ruhhom
fir-relazzjonijiet bejniethom tal-individwi u n-nazzjonijiet u jaghtu hajja
lill-kulturi.

Fejn il-verita u l-imhabba huma nieqsa, il-process tal-liberazzjoni jis-
picca fil-gerda tal-helsien li jkun tilef kull ghajnuna.

Fazi gdida fil-grajja tal-helsien ged tinfetah quddiemna. Il-hila ghall-
helsien li ghandhom ix-xjenza, it-teknologija, ix-xoghol, 1-ekonomija u 1-
hidma politika tirnexxi biss jekk dawn ikunu mqanglin u jsibu l-qgies tagh-
hom fil-veritd u l-imhabba li hi agwa mit-tbatija: il-verita u l-imhabba li
Gesu Kristu wera lill-bnedmin.
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Kap II

IS-SEJHA TAL-BNIEDEM GHALL-HELSIEN
U T-TRAGEDJA TAD-DNUB

. L. L-EWWEL PASSI LEJN IL-HELSIEN

23. Twegiba minn rajha

It-twegiba minn rajha ghall-mistogsija: “X’jigifieri tkun hieles?”” hi din:
bniedem hu hieles meta jista’ jaghmel dak li jrid minghajr ebda tfixkil
minn barra u ghalhekk hu kollu kemm hu indipendenti fih innifsu. Mela
I-kuntrarju tal-helsien hu meta r-rieda tieghek tkun tiddependi minn dik
ta’ hadd iehor.

Izda l-bniedem dejjem ikun jaf x’irid? Jista’ dejjem jaghmel dak li
jrid? Jagbel man-natura tal-bniedem li wiehed jinghalaq fih innifsu u jin-
fatam mir-rieda ta’ l-ohrajn? Spiss dak li l-bniedem ikun jixtieq f'xi waqt
ma jkunx dak li tassew ikun irid. U jista’ jigri wkoll li l-istess persuna
jkollha fl-istess hin xewgat kontra xulxin. Izda fuq kollox il-bniedem
dejjem ghandu jsib ruhu quddiem il-limiti tan-natura tieghu: xewqatu hu-
‘ma wisq akbar minn hiltu. Ghalhekk dak li hu tfixkil ghar-rieda tieghu
mhux dejjem gej minn barra, imma gej mil-limiti tieghu stess. Ghalhekk
jekk il-bniedem ma jridx jeqred lilu nnifsu jrid jitghallem igabbel dak li
jrid ma’ dak li hu fih innifsu fin-natura tieghu.

26. Il-verita u l-gustizzja, regoli ghall-helsien

Barra dan kull bniedem hu mahluq biex jaghmilha ma’ 1-ohrajn u jhoss
il-bzonn 1li jkun maghhom. Biss jekk jitghallem jorbot ir-rieda tieghu
ma’ ta’ l-ohrajn ghall-gid veru, jitghallem ikollu rieda tajba. Ghalhekk me-
ta r-rieda tal-bniedem tkun tagbel ma’ dak li titlob in-natura tieghu din
issir tassew rieda tal-bniedem. Din titlob li tkun skond il-verita u li jkun
hemm relazzjoni xierqa mar-rieda ta’ l-ohrajn. Ghalhekk hi l-verita u I-
gustizzja li huma l-gies tal-veru helsien. Il-bniedem meta jwarrab dan u
jais lilu nnifsu Alla, ikun jitgarraq u flok ikun igib ruhu ’l quddiem ikun
gieghed jeqred lilu nnifsu. ‘ g

Ikun hemm helsien mhux meta l-bniedem ikun kollox hu kollu kemm
hu bla bzonn ta’ hadd u bla ebda relazzjoni ma’ hadd, izda meta relaz-
zjonijiet, skond il-veritd u 1-gustizzja, jorbtu l-bnedmin bejniethom. Izda
biex isehhu rabtiet bhal dawn, il-bnedmin iridu jghixu fil-verita.

Il-helsien ma jfissirx il-liberta Ii taghmel 1i trid ikun x’ikun: hu I-li-
berta li taghmel it-tajjeb, u f’dan biss jinsab il-hena. It-tajjeb ghalhekk u 1-
ghan tal-helsien. Mela l-bniedem hu hieles dagskemm jasal li jaghraf il-
veritd.u sakemm din il-veritd — u mhux xi setghat ohra — tmexxi r-rieda '
tieghu. Il-liberazzjoni ghall-gharfien tal-verita, li biss ghandha tmexxi r-
rieda, hi l-kondizzjoni mehtiega biex il-helsien ikun tassew jisthoqglu dan
l-isem. \ '
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II. HELSIEN U LIBERAZZJONI

27. Il-helsien ta’ min hu mahlugq

Fi kliem iehor, il-nelsien 1i hu hakma tar-ruh fuq kull ma l-bniedem
jaghmel u fuq Kkif jafferma ruhu, jitlob minnufih li jkun jagbel ma’ l-ordni
morali. Jikseb il-veru sens tieghu fl-ghazla ta’ dak li hu moralment tajjeb
u ghalhekk jidher bhala helsien mill-hazen morali. :

Bl-eghmil hieles tieghu l-bniedem jintrefa’ lejn l-agwa gid permezz
tal-gid l-iehor kollu li jagbel man-natura tieghu u mas-sejha li Alla gha-
millu. Il-bniedem huwa u juza I-liberta tieghu, jiddeciedi dwaru nnifsu u
jsawwar lilu nnifsu. U f’dan is-sens il-bniedem jaghmel lilu nnifsu. Imma
hu dan, biss ghax hu holgien ta’ Alla u mahlug xbieha ta’ Alla. Din hi I-
veritd dwar l-ezistenza tal-bniedem u dan juri kemm huma zbaljati dawk
it-teoriji li jghollu l-liberta tal-bniedem jew il-“prassi storika” tieghu billi
jgisu -din il-liberta bhala l-principjv shih u wahdieni tal-ezistenza u tal-
progress tieghu. Dawn' it-teoriji m’humiex iilief ateizmu jew iwasslu ghall-
ateizmu bil-mod Kkif jirragunaw. L-indifferentizmu u l-anjosticizmu deli-
berat jimxu mill-istess triq. Hi x-xbieha ta’ Alla fil-bniedem 1i tirfed il- 11-
berta u d-dinjita tal-persuna tal-bniedem.'®

28. Is-se;ha ta’ Alla 1i halaq kollox

Alla, ghax halaq il-bniedem hieles, ghamlu sura u xbieha. tieghu."” II-
bniedem ghandu fih is-sejha ta’ Alla li halqgu ghax min-natura tieghu I-
bniedem ihossu nklinat ghal dak li hu tajjeb u mxennaq ghalih u wisq
aktar hu nklinat u mxennaq ghall-Kelma tar-Rivelazzjoni li, b’mod: l-aktar
perfett, thabbret minn Kristu. B’hekk thabbar lill-bniedem li Alla halqu
hieles biex permezz tal-grazzja jsir nhabib ta’ Alla u jghix l-istess hajja
tieghu.

29. Helsien li minnu kulhadd ghandu sehem

Il-bniedem ma ghandux il-bidu tieghu la minn xi eghmil tieghu nnifsu
u langas minn xi eghmil tal-bnedmin kollha flimkien, imma 1-bidu tal-
bniedem hu don ta’ Alla li halqu. Din hi l-ewwel stqarrija tal-fidi taghna
u din l-istqarrija twettaq l-oghla fehmiet 1i jista’ jikseb il-nsieb tal-bniedem.

Il-helsien tal-bniedem hu helsien li minnu kulhadd ghandu sehem. Ii-
hila 1i ghandu I-bniedem li jgib ’il quddiem lilu nnifsu bl-ebda mod ma tin-
gered ghax jiddependi minn Alla. Il-karatteristika ta’ l-ateizmu hi proprju
din: temmen li hemm oppozizzjoni i ma tista’ tintemm qatt ‘bejn dak 1i
- Alla jaghmel bla ebda xkiel u bejn dak li jista’ jaghmel il-bniedem hieles;
dan giesek gieghed tghid 1i jekk hemm Alla ma hemmx il-bniedem, jew
giesek tghid li l-indhil ta’ Alla fil-grajja tal-bniedem igib fix-xejn kull
sforz tal-bniedem. Izda fil-fatt il-liberta tal-bniedem tiehu t-tifsir u s-shu-
hija taghha minn Alla u mir-relazzjoni tal-bniedem ma’ Alla.

30. L-ghazla hielsa tal-bniedem
Il-grajja tal-bniedem timbena fuq in-natura li tah Alla u fuq it-tiksib
bla xkiel ta’ 1-ghan li ghalih il-bniedem hu ndirizzat u mmexxi mill-gibda -

891



tal-istess natura tieghu u mill-grazzja ta’ Alla.

Izda l-liberta tal-bniedem hi limitata u tista’ tizbalja. Ix-xewqat tieghu
jistghu jingibdu lejn xi gid taparsi; huwa u jaghzel xi gid qarrieq, jista’
jonqos mis-sejha tieghu bhala bniedem hieles, IZzda bir-rieda hielsa tie-
ghu l-bniedem hu s-sid ta’ hajtu: eghmilu jista’ jkun ta’ gid, jew jista’ jkun
ukoll ta’ gerda ghal hajtu.

‘Meta l-bniedem jobdi 1-ligi ta’ Alla li hi miktuba fil-kuxjenza tieghu
u li hu jir¢ievi mgangal mill-Ispirtu s-Santu, ikun ged jaghmel uzu mis-
setgha li ghandu fuqu nnifsu u hekk jilhaq is-sejha tieghu bhala iben Alla.
“Ikun isaltan huwa u jaqdi lil Alla’é. Il-helsien veru hu fil-“qadi tal-gus-
tizzja” waqt li 1-ghazla li ma jobdix u li jaghmel deni hi ‘“l-jasar tad-dnub.”*®

31. Il-liberazzjoni temporali u l-helsien :

Il-fehma ta’ x’inhu l-helsien juri b’mod ¢ar x’ghandha tkun il-libe-
razzjoni f’din id-dinja: thaddan il-processi kollha li bhala ghan ghandhom
li jiksbu u jiggarantixxu l-kondizzjonijiet kollha mehtiega biex ikun hemm
helsien veru tal-bniedem.

Ghalhekk, minnha nfisha, il-liberazzjoni ma taghtix il-helsien Iill-
bniedem. Is-sens komun tal-bniedem, imwettaq mis-sens nisrani, jaf li
wkoll meta l-helsien jigi b’xi mod imxekkel, gatt ma jingered ghal Kkol-
lox. Nies li jiltagghu ma’ hafna xkiel tal-biza’ jirnexxilhom ukoll juru li
huma hielsa u jhabirku biex jiksbu l-liberazzjoni taghhom infushom. Pro-
cess ta’ liberazzjoni li jirnexxi ma jistax ma johlogx kondizzjonijiet ahjar
ghall-uzu effettiv tal-libertd. Anzi liberazzjoni li ma tqgisx il-helsien per-
sonali ta’ dawk li ged jiggieldu ghaliha sa mill-bidunett tkun mixja lejn
it-telfa taghha.

III. IL-HELSIEN U S-SOCJETA’ TAL-BNEDMIN

32. Id-drittijiet tal-bniedem u I-“libertajiet’” tieghu

Alla ma halagx il-bniedem “biex ighix ghalih wahdu” imma riedu
jghix ma’ bnedmin ohra, ikun ‘“bniedem socjali”’.?° Il-hajja soc¢jali ghalhekk
m’hijiex xi haga li ma tagbilx man-natura tal-bniedem: il-bniedem jista’
jilhaq il-kobor tieghu u l-vokazzjoni tieghu biss f’relazzjoni ma’ ohrajn.
Il-bniedem jaghmel sehem minn ghadd ta’ komunitajiet professjonali u po-
litici, u hu fi hdan dawn il-komunitajiet li 1-bniedem irid jaghmel uzu mil-
liberta tieghu b’mod responsabbli. Ordni socjali gust jaghti lill-bniedem
ghajnuna ma hemmx ohra bhalha, biex igib ’il quddiem il-personalita tie-
ghu ta’ bniedem hieles. Min-naha l-ohra, ordni soc¢jali mhux gust hu thed-
dida u tfixkil li jista’ jtelliflu d-destin tieghu. ; ,

Fil-qasam socjali, il-helsien jidher u jsehh f’eghmil, strutturi u istituz-
zjonijiet li permezz taghhom in-nies jikkomunikaw ma’ xulxin u jorga-
nizzaw il-najja taghhom flimkien. Il-bniedem, fil-persuna tieghu, irid jil-
haq il-kobor shih tieghu — dan hu dmir u dritt ta’ kull bniedem — u
biex dan isehh il-bniedem irid ikollu l-ghajnuna tas-socjeta u mhux jigi
mfixkel minnha, i

.
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Din hi haga 1i titlobha I-morali, u giet formulata fid-Drittijiet tal-
bniedem. Xi whud minn dawn id-drittijiet huma xi drabi maghrufin bhala
“l-libertajiet” tal-bniedem, jigifieri bhala suriet ta’ gharfien tal-karattru li
- ghandu kull bniedem bhala persuna responsabbli ghalih innifsu u tad-des-
tin tieghu ’1 hemm mid-dinja u bhala gharfien ukoll li 1-kuxjenza ta’ kull
bniedem hadd ma jista’ jmissha.**

33. Id-dimensjoni soc¢jali tal-bniedem u l-glorja ta’ Alla

Id-dimensjoni socjali tal-bniedem ghandha tifsira ohra wkoll: biss bl-
ghadd bla gies tan-nies u bil-hafna suriet taghhom tistaghna 1-familja
kollha tal-bnedmin, u dan juri b’xi mod l-ghana bla qgjies ta’ Alla. Fl-ah-
harnett, din id-dimensjoni ghandha tilhag il-qofol taghha fil-gisem ta’
Kristu 1i hu 1-Knisja. Minhabba f’hekk, il-hajja socjali, fis-suriet kollha
taghha u sakemm tkun taqgbel mal-ligi ta’ Alla, hi mera tal-glorja ta’ Alla
fid-dinja.*

IV. IL-HELSIEN TAL-BNIEDEM U L-HAKMA TAN-NATURA

34. Is-sejha tal-bniedem biex jahkem in-natura

Minhabba 1-gisem 1li ghandu, il-bniedem jehtieg ir-risorsi tad-dinja
biex igib lilu nnifsu ’l quddiem bhala individwu u fis-soc¢jeta. F’din is-sej-
ha tieghu biex jahkem lid-dinja bil-hidma tieghu ha taqdih, wiehed jista’
jilmah sura tax-xbieha ta’ Alla.*® Izda l-hidma tal-bniedem ma ‘“tohlogx’’;
issib natura materjali li hi wkoll mahluga minn Alla u li taghha l-bnie-
dem tgieghed bhala “ghassies gharef u nobbli,”?*

35. Il-bniedem sid il-hidmiet tieghu ’

Il-bidliet teknic¢i u ekonomici jinfluwenzaw l-organizzazzjoni tal-haj-
ja soc¢jali; u b’xi mod bilfors ikollhom jinfluwenzaw ukoll, sa certu pont,
- il-hajja kulturali u religjuza tal-bniedem.

Izda, ghax hieles il-bniedem jibga’ sid il-hidmiet tieghu. Il-bidliet kbar
u malajr ta’ dan iz-zmien huma sfida kbira ghalih: irid jahkem u jikkon-
trolla, bl-uzu tar-raguni u tal-liberta tieghu, dawk il-qawwiet li ]haddem
ha jaqdu l-veru ghan tal-hajja tal-bniedem.

36. Skoperti xjentifici u progress tal-bniedem

Hu ghalhekk dmir il-libertd, uzata sewwa, li tara li kull ma jinkiseb
bix-xjenza u t-teknika, u kull ma jsir biex dak li jinkiseb jaghti dak kollu
li jista’ b’mod mill-ahjar, u 1i I-frott kollu ta’ din il-hidma u I-istess strut-
turi tal-organizzazzjoni ekonomika u socjali, ma jservux ghal xi progetti
li jéahduhom mill-ghan taghhom favur il-bniedem u jdawruhom kontra I-
bniedem.

Kemm il-hidma xjentifika u kemm dik ideologika ghandhom Xi esi-
genzi specjali. Izda jiksbu t-tifsir u s-siwi taghhom ghall-bniedem biss jekk
jogqoghdu ghall-prin¢ipji tal-morali. Dawn l-esigenzi ghandhom jigu ris-
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pettati; izda mbaghad jekk taghtihom awtonomija shiha bla Kontroll, 1i
ma tkunx tagbel ma’ l-istess natura ta’ kollox, ifisser 1i tkun gieghed tmex-
xihom minn triq li twassal ghat-tigrif tal-veru helsien tal-bniedem.

V. ID-DNUB GHAJN TA’ FIRDA U MOHQRIJA

37. Id-dnub firda minn Alla

Alla jsejjan il-bniedem ghall-helsien. F’kull bniedem hemm xewqa
ghall-helsien. Izda din ix-xewga kwazi dejjem tigbed lejn il-jasar u I-moh-
grija. Kull impenn ghal-liberazzjoni u l-helsien ghalhekk ghandu jissoppo-
ni li se jkollu quddiemu paradoss drammatiku bhal dan.

‘Id-dnub tal-bniedem, jigifieri I-firda tal-bniedem minn Alla, hi r-ra-
guni ewlenija tat-tragedji kollha li sehhu fil-grajja tal-bniedem. Biex jif-
hmu dan, hafna nies ta’ Zmienna, iridu mill-gdid jagharfu x’inhu d-dnub.

Fix-xewqa tal-bniedem ghnall-helsien hemm mohbija t-tentazzjoni li
jichad l-istess natura tieghu. Ghaliex jixtieq jixxennaq ghal kollox u jista’
jaghmel li jrid, jinsa li ma jistax jaghmel kollox u li gie mahlug, u
jippretendi li hu xi Alla. “Issiru bhal allat” (Gen 3,5). Dan il-kliem tas-serp
juri x’inhu l-qofol tat-tentazzjoni tal-bniedem: tagleb ta’ taht fuq it-tifsir
veru tal-helsien tal-bniedem. Din hi fl-ahhar mill-ahhar in-natura tad-dnub:
il-bniedem iwarrab il-veritd u jgieghed ’il fuq minnha r-rieda tieghu. Igar-
raq bih innifsu u jeqred lilu nnifsu bix-xewqa li jehles minn Alla ha jkun
hu nnifsu Alla. Issir barrani ghalih innifsu.

F’din ix-xewqa li jkun xi Alla u jahkem fuq kollox ghall-gost tieghu,
hemm taqlib shih ta’ min hu verament Alla. Alla hu veritad u mhabba fil-
gofol ta’ l-ghoti shih lil xulxin tat-Tliet Persuni tat-Trinitd Qaddisa. Veru
li I-bniedem hu msejjah biex ikun bhal Alla. Izda jkun bhal Alla mhux
billi jaghmel dak 1i jiftillu ghall-gost tieghu imma billi jaghraf 1i 1-verita
u l-imhabba huma fl-istess wagqt il-bidu u I-ghan tal-helsien tieghu.

38. Id-dnub, l-gherq ta’ kull aljenazzjoni tal-bniedem

Bid-dnub il-bniedem ikun jigdeb lilu nnifsu u jkun jinfired mill-verita
tieghu nnifsu. Meta jkun ifittex l-awtonomija shiha tieghu nnifsu, meta
jidhirlu li hu ghal kollox bizzejjed ghalih innifsu u ma ghandu bzonn ta’
hadd, ikun jichad lil Alla u lilu nnifsu. Meta jitbieghed mill-verita li tghid-
lu li hu bniedem mahlug, mahbub minn Alla, ikun jaghti bidu ghal kull
xorta ta’ aljenazzjoni ohra.

Meta jichad jew jipprova jichad lil Alla, li hu 1-Bidu u t-Tmiem ta’
kollox, il-bniedem jaqgleb ta’ taht fuq l-ordni' li hemm fih innifsu, f’ruhu
stess, u jaqleb ukoll ta’ tant fuq l-ordni li hemm fis-socjeta u fil-holgien
kollu wkoll.?* :

L-Iskrittura tqis il-hafna disgrazzji li jolgtu l-bniedem fil-hajja tieghu
bhala persuna u fil-hajja tieghu fis-soc¢jeta fir-relazzjoni taghhom mad-
dnub.

L-Iskrittura turina li 1-grajja kollha tal-bniedem hi marbuta, sa mill-
bidu, ma’ l-eghmil tal-bniedem li jabbuza mil-liberta tieghu u jqum Kkon-
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tra Alla u jfittex jikseb l-ghaniet tieghu minghajr Alla.*® Il-ktieb tal-Genesi
jurina x’kienu l-konsegwenzi ta’ dan l-ewwel dnub: it-toqol tax-xoghol u
l-ugigh tal-hlas, il-mohgrija tal-mara mir-ragel, u l-mewt. Il-bnedmin, im-
¢ahhdin mill-grazzja ta’ Alla, wirtu Ikoll natura li tmut, bla hila biex
taghzel dak li hu tajjeb u migbuda minn xewqat bla razan.*’.

39. Idolatrija u dizordni

L-idolatrija hi l-oghla sura ta’ dizordni li jigi mid-dnub. Flok l-ado-
razzjoni ta’ Alla I-haj ghandna l-adorazzjoni tal-hlejjag u dan jaghmel qar-
rieqa r-relazzjonijiet bejn l-individwi u jgib kull xorta ta’ mohgrija.

Meta wiehed jasal biex ma jkunx jaf, htija tieghu, min hu Alla, il-
passjonijiet tieghu jkunu bla razan u dan igib tahwid u taqlib u glied fil-
fond ta’ galbu. Minn hawn johrog imbaghad dak id-dizordni kollu li jol-
qot l-ogsma tal-familja u tas-socjeta: sess bla razan, ingustizzji, qtil. Hu
b’dan il-mod li San Pawl jiddeskrivi d-dinja pagana, imkaxkra mill-idolat-
rija lejn l-aghar eghmil li jfarrak l-individwi u lis-socjeta.?®

Qabel San Pawl stess, il-Profeti u l-ghorrief ta’ Israel raw. fit-tigrib
tal-poplu l-kastig ghad-dnub taghhom ta’ l-idolatrija; u ‘“fil-qalb il-bniedem
mimlija hazen” (Koh 9,3)*° raw il-bidu tal-jasar shih tal-bniedem u ta’ kull
xorta ta’ mohgrija li biha jgarrab il-bnedmin shabu.

40. Jistmerru ’l Alla u jduru ghall-hlejjaq

It-Tradizzjoni nisranija, 1i tinsab fil-kitba tal-Missirijiet u tad-Duttu-
ri tal-Knisja, uriet fic-car dan it-taghlim ta’ 1-Iskrittura dwar id-dnub. Tqis
id-dnub bhala stmerrija ta’ Alla (contemptus Dei). Hu msieheb ma’ xewqa
ta’ helsien mir-relazzjoni ta’ dipendenza ta’ gaddej minn Sidu, jew, ahjar,
ta’ iben minn missieru. Bid-dnub, il-bniedem ikun ifittex li jehles minn
Alla, izda fil-fatt ikun ijassar lilu nnifsu. Ghaliex meta jichad ’l1 Alla jkun
jegred fih il-gibda herqana tieghu ghal Dak li hu bla tmiem u s-sejha tie-
ghu biex ikollu sehem mill-istess hajja ta’ Alla. Ghalhekk galbu tinhakem
mill-inkwiet. ' ;

Il-midneb li ma jkunx irid jaccetta ’l Alla, bilfors jasal biex jintrabat
mal-hlejjaq f’sura qarrieqa u gerrieda. Meta jdur lejn il-hlejjaq (avversio
ad creaturas) igieghed fihom ix-xewqa tieghu bla temma ghal Dak li hu
bla tmiem. Izda l-hlejjag mhumiex bla tmiem; u ghalhekk qalbu tiggerra
minn haga ghal ohra, dejjem hergana ghall-paci li gatt ma jista’ jkollha.

Dan ghaliex meta l-bniedem jaghti importanza bla gjies lill-hlejjaq,
ikun jitlef it-tifsira tan-natura mahluga tieghu. Jippretendi li jsib fih in-
nifsu l-qofol u l-ghagda tieghu nnifsu. L-imhabba bla razan tieghu nnifsu
hi 1-faccata l-ohra ta’ l-istmerrija ta’ Alla. Il-bniedem jipprova jafda biss
fih innifsu; jixtieq jilhaq il-milja tieghu hu wahdu u li jkun bizzejjed
ghalih innifsu fih innifsu.*

41: L-ateizmu, emanéipazzjoni garrieqa tal-helsien
Dan jidher b’mod wisq aktar car meta l-midneb jibda jahseb-li jkun

jista’ jghid li hu tassew hieles jekk jichad °l1 Alla ¢ar u tond. Jibda jqies
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bhala jasar li ma jiflahx ghalih il-fatt li ghax mahluq jiddependi minn
Dak li halqu u li l-kuxjenza morali tieghu tiddependi mil-ligi ta’ Alla. U
hekk jara li l-ateizmu hu l-vera sura tal-emancipazzjoni u tal-helsien tal-
bniedem, waqt li r-religjon jew ukoll l-gharfien ta’ xi ligi huma suriet ta’
aljenazzjoni. Il-bniedem imbaghad ikun jixtieq li jiehu decizjonijiet min-
ghajr hadd ma jindahallu, dwar X’inhu tajjeb u X’inhu hazin, jew dwar
valuri, u, b’pass wiehed, jichad kemm il-fehma-ta’ Alla u kemm il-fehma
tad-dnub. Hu permezz tal-qawwa tad-dnub li bil-wic¢ tost kollu I-bniedem
jippretendi li kiber u sar hieles; u din l-emancipazzjoni jippretendiha mhux
biss ghalih imma ghall-familja kollha tal-bnedmin.

" i Y 1 : ¢ ) | |
42. Id-dnub u l-istrutturi ta’ ingustizzja

Il-bniedem midneb, 1li jaghmel lilu nnifsu centru tieghu nnifsu, jippro-
va jasserixxi ruhu, u jipprova jtemm ix-xewqa tieghu ghal Dak li hu bla
qjies, bl-uzu tal-hwejjeg mahluga: 1-ghana, is-setgha, u l-pjaciri; u ma jim-
purtah xejn mill-bnedmin l-onra u jisraghom ingustament u jgishom hwej-
jeg jew ghodod f’idejh. B’hekk jaghti sehmu ghall-holgien ta’ dawk l-is-
trutturi li jisfruttaw u jassru n-nies, strutturi li hu jghid li jikkundanna.
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KAP III

LIBERAZZJONI U HELSIEN NISRANI

L-Evaﬁgelju, il-helsien u l-liberazzjoni

Il-grajja tal-bniedem, immarkata kif inhi bl-esperjenza tad-dnub, Kie-
net twassalna biex niddispraw kieku Alla telaq ghal rajh il-holgien kollu.
Izda l-weghdiet ta’ Alla ta’ liberazzjoni u t-tmiem rebbieh taghhom bil-
mewt u l-Qawmien ta’ Kristu, huma, l-pedament tat-‘“tama kollha hena” li
tgawwi l-komunita ta’ l-insara biex ihabirku bil-hegga u s-sahha kollha
ghall-gadi tal-imhabba, tal-gustizzja u tas-sliem. L-Evangelju hu bxara ta’
helsien u ta’ gawwa li taghti 1-helsien,** li ttemm ix-xewqa ta’ Israel mib-
nija fuq kliem il-profeti. Din it-tama kienet tafda fuq il-hidma ta’ Jahweh,
li gabel stess ma ndahal bhala Goel,** hellies, feddej u salvatur tal-Poplu
tieghu, ghazel minn rajh f’Abraham®® lil dan il-Poplu.

1. IL-LIBERAZZJONI FIL-PATT IL-QADIM

Fil-Patt il—Qédim, il-hidma ta’ Jahweh ghall-helsien, hidma li kellha
tkun xbieha ta’ kull helsien iehor u li fiha kull helsien iehor jiehu t-tifsir
tieghu, hi l-hrug mill-Egittu, minn “dar il-jasar.” Meta Alla jsalva 1-Poplu
' tieghu minn jasar ekonomiku, politiku u kulturali, dan jaghmlu biex, bil-
Patt tas-Sinaj, lill-Poplu tieghu jaghmlu “saltna ta’ gassisin u nazzjon qad-
dis” (Es 19,6). Alla jrid jigi meqjum minn poplu hieles. Kull liberazzjoni
onra tal-poplu ta’ Israel li sehhet wara, ghenet biex waslithom ghall-hel-
sien shih, 1i jistghu jsibu biss f’xirka ma’ Alla taghhom.

Il-fatt ewlieni u fundamentali ta’ 1-Esodu ghandu ghalhekk tifsira sew
religjuza u sew politika. Alla jehles il-Poplu tieghu, u jaghtih nisel, art
u ligi, izda fi hdan Patt u ghal Patt. Ma nistghux ingisu ghaliha wahedha
s-sura politika tal-Patt, imma rridu nqgisuha fid-dawl ta’ pjan ta’ natura
religjuza, li fih tinsab integrata.’*

45, Il-ligi ta’ Alla

Fil-pjan tieghu ghas-salvazzjoni, Alla ta I-Ligi lil Israel. Din il-ligi,
flimkien mal-precetti morali universali 1i huma 1-ghaxar kmandamenti, kel-
lha wkoll precetti religjuzi u ¢ivili 1i kienu jmexxu 1-hajja tal-poplu 1i Alla
ghazel ghalih, ha jkun xhud tieghu fost il-gnus. :

Il-qofol ta’ din il-gabra ta’ ligijiet hu l-imhabba ta’ Alla fuq kollox?®:
u ta’ ghajrek bhalek innifsek.”® Izda I-gustizzja li ghandha tmexxi r-relaz-
zjonijiet bejn poplu u iehor u 1-ligi li tfisser guridikament dawn ir-relaz-
zjonijiet, huma wkoll parti mill-gofol tal-ligi biblika. Il-gabriet tal-ligijiet u
I-priedki tal-profeti, kif ukoll is-Salmi, kull mument isemmu dawn ir-re-
lazzjonijiet u din il-ligi, u spiss isemmuhom flimkien.?” F’dan il-kuntest
ghandna naraw is-siwi tal-ligi biblika dwar l-ghajnuna lill-fqar, lil dawk
fil-bzonn, lir-romol u lill-iltiema; dawn ghandhom dritt ghall-gustizzja
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skond l-ordinament guridiku®® tal-Poplu ta’ Alla. Ghalhekk ghandna dej-
jem l-ideal u abbozz ta’ socjetd i¢centrata fuq il-gima ta’ Alla u mibnija
fuq il-gustizzja u ligi, ispirati mill-imhabba.

46. It-taghlim tal-profeti

Il-profeti bla heda kienu jfakkru ’l Israel x’titlob il-Ligi tal-Patt. Ik-
kundannaw l-ebusija tal-qalb tal-bniedem bhala r-raguni li wasslet ghall-
ksur ta’ spiss taghha u habbru Patt gdid li fih Alla jbiddel il-qlub ghax
fihom jikteb il-Ligi ta’ 1-Ispirtu.” :

Huma u jhabbru dan iz-zmien il-gdid, u jhejju- ghalih, il-Profeti bil-
gawwa kollha jikkundannaw I-ingustizzja 1i jgarrbu l-foqra; f’isem Alla .
jitkellmu ghall-foqra. Jahweh hu l-ahhar kenn tac-ckejknin u l-mahqurin, u
l-missjoni tal-Messija se tkun dik li jagbez ghalihom.*’

Il-qaghda tal-foqra hi gaghda ta’ ingustizzja 1i tmur kontra 1-Patt. Hu
ghalhekk 1i 1-Ligi tal-Patt thares lill-fogra permezz ta’ precetti li juru Kif
gab ruhu Alla stess meta heles lil Israel mill-jasar ta’ l-Egittu*'. L-ingus-
tizzji mac-ckejknin u mal-fogqra huma dnub kbir li jeqred ix-xirka ma’ Alla.

47. “Il-foqra ta’ Jahweh”

Huma liema huma s-suriet tal-faqar, tal-ingustizzji u tan-niket 1i jgar-
rbu, il-“gusti” u 1-“foqra ta’ Jahweh” joffrulu s-suppliki taghhom bis-Sal-
mi.*? Igarrbu f’qalbhom il-jasar li fih waqghu “dawk ta’ galbhom iebsa”
minhabba dnubiethom. Igarrbu persekuzzjoni, martirju u mewt; izda jghi-
xu bit-tama tal-helsien. U fuq kollox jafdaw f’Jahweh: f’idejh ihallu I-
kawza taghhom.*’

II-“foqra ta’ Jahweh” jafu li x-xirka ma’ Alla** hi l-eghzez tezor li
ghandhom, tezor li fih il-bniedem isib il-veru helsien tieghu.** Ghall-“foqra
ta’ Jahweh” l-ikbar sfortuna hi t-telfien ta’ din ix-xirka. U ghalhekk il-
glieda taghhom kontra l-ingustizzji tikseb l-akbar tifsir u l-akbar gawwa
taghha fix-xewka tal-helsien mill-jasar tad-dnub.

48. Fuq l-ghatba tal-Patt il-Gdid

Fuq l-ghatba tal-Patt il-Gdid, il-“foqra ta’ Jahweh” huma l-ewwel frott
ta’ “poplu mcéekken u fqir” li ged ighix bit-tama tal-helsien ta’ Israel.*®

Marija, li tippersonifika din it-tama, thalli I-Patt il-Qadim minn din
l-ghatba. Bil-ferh ixxandar il-Migja tal-Messija u tfahhar lill-Mulej 1i qged
ihejji l-helsien tal-Poplu tieghu.'” Fil-kantiku taghha ta’ tifhir ‘ghall-hniena
ta’ Alla I-Vergni umli, 1li lejha I-poplu tal-fogra jirrikorri minn rajh u bil-
fiduc¢ja kollha, ixxandar il-misteru tas-salvazzjoni u l-qawwa tieghu ghat-
tigdid. Is-sensus fidei, 1i, hu hekk haj fost i¢-ckejknin, kapaci jhaddan
f’dagqa t-tezori kollha ta’ salvazzjoni u ta’ morali tal-Magnificat.*®

II. IT-TIFSIR KRISTOLOGIKU TAL-PATT IL-GDID

49. Fid-dawl ta’ Kristu
L-Esodu, il-Patt, il-Ligi, kliem il-Profeti, u l-ispiritwalita tal-“foqra ta’
Jahweh” jiksbu t-tifsir shih taghhom biss fi Kristu. Il-Knisja taqra 1-Patt
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il-Qadim fid-dawl ta’ Kristu li miet u rxoxta ghalina. Tara lilha stess im-
habbra fil-Poplu ta’ Alla tal-Patt il-Qadim, inkarnat f’nazzjon partikolari,
f’poplu bil-politika u I-kultura proprja tieghu. Dan il-poplu -kien parti
'min-nisga ta’ l-istorja tal-bniedem bhala xhieda ta’ Jahweh quddiem il-gnus
sa ma ntemm iz-zmien tat-thejjija .u ta’ l-ixbihat. Fil-milja taz-zmien li
senh bi Kristu, ulied Abraham gew mistiedna jidhlu, flimkien mal-gnus
kollha, fil-Knisja ta’ Kristu biex maghhom jaghmlu I-Poplu wiehed ta’ Alla,
poplu spiritwali u universali.*’

ITI. IL-HELSIEN NISRANI

50. Il-Bxara t-tajba mhabbra lill-foqgra

Gesu jhabbar il-Bxara t-tajba tas-Saltna ta’ Alla u jsejjah lin-nies ghall-
konversjoni.”® “Il-Bxara t-tajba tithabbar lill-fogra” (Mt 11,5). Gesu ried
juza l-kliem tal-Profeta’ biex juri li I-hidma messjanika tieghu kienet fa-
vur dawk li kienu jistennew is-salvazzjonj ta’ Alla.

Anzi aktar minn hekk, I-Iben ta’ Alla'li ftaqar ghall-imhabba taghna,®
xtaq li nagharfuh fil-foqra, f’dawk li jbatu u huma persegwitati’:. ‘“Kull
ma ghamiltu ma’ wiehed mill-izghar fost dawn huti, ghamiltuh mieghi”
(Mt 25,40).*

51. Il-misteru ta’ 1-Ghid :

Izda hu fuq kollox bil-qawwa tal-misteru ta’ 1-Ghid li Kristu helisna.*
Bl-obbidjenza perfetta tiegnu fuq is-Salib u bis-sebh tal-Qawmien, il-Haruf
ta’ Alla nehha d-dnub tad-dinja u fethilna t-triq ghall-helsien shih.

Bil-qadi u bl-imhabba taghna u wkoll bl-offerta tat-tigdid u t-tbatijiet
taghna, ahna ghandna sehem fis-sagrific¢ju wandieni ta’ Kristu ghall-fid-
wa taghna, billi ntemmu f’gisimna “dak li jonqos mit-tbatijiet ta’ Kristu
ghall-gisem tieghu li hu 1-Knisja” (Kol 1,24) waqt li nistennew il-qawmien
mill-imwiet.

52. Grazzja, rikon¢iljazzjoni u helsien

Il-qofol tal-esperjenza nisranija tal-helsien hi l-gustifikazzjoni permezz
tal-grazzja tal-fidi u tas-sagramenti tal-Knisja. Permezz tal-mewt u l-qgaw-
mien ta’ Kristu ghandna I-mahfra tad-dnubiet. L-esperjenza tal-hbiberi-
ja mill-gdid mal-Missier hi frott ta’ l-Ispirtu s-Santu. Alla juri ruhu bhala
Missier il-hniena, u quddiemu ahna nersqu bil-fiducja kollha.

Hbieb mill-gdid ma’ Alla,’® niksbu s-sliem ta’ Kristu li d-dinja ma
tistax taghti,’” u ahna msejhin biex inhabirku ghall-pa¢i fost il-bnedmin
kollha.>®

Fi Kristu ahna nistghu nirbhu d-dnub u l-mewt ma tifridniex aktar
minn Alla; il-mewt tingered darba ghal dejjem bil-qawmien taghna mill-
imwiet, li jkun bhal dak ta’ Gesi..>® “Il-holgien” innifsu, 1i tieghu l-bniedem
hu ¢-centru u l-qofol, jistenna li jkun mehlus mill-jasar tat-tahsir u jikseb
il-helsien tal-glorja ta’ wlied Alla (Rum 8,21). Ix-xitan ukoll hu mirbuh;
dak li kellu s-setgha tal-mewt ingab fix-xejn bil-mewt ta’ Kristu.®® In-
ghatawlna ga sinjali li juruna minn gabel is-sebh li ghandu jigi.
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53. Il-glieda konira l-jasar tad-dnub

Il-helsien li rebhilna Kristu fl-Ispirtu s-Santu, tana mill-gdid il-hila, li
"~ konna tlifna bid-dnub, li nhobbu ’l Alla fuq kollox u nibgghu f’ixrka
mieghu.

‘Hlisna mill-imhabba taghna nfusna ghajn ta’ kull dizordni, li twas-
salna biex nistmerru lil ghajrna u li nfittxu li nahkmu fuq l-ohrajn.

Izda sakemm I-Irxoxt jerga’ jigi fil-glorja, il-misteru tal-haZzen jibga’
jahdem fid-dinja. San Pawl wissiena dwar dan: “Kristu helisna biex nghi-
xu ta’ nies hielsa” (Gal 5,1). Irridu ghalhekk nibgghu nzommu shih u nit-
habtu biex ma naqghux mill-gdid taht il-madmad tal-jasar. Hajjitna hi
glieda spiritwali ha nghixu skond I-Evangelju u qed niggilduha bl-armi
ta’ Alla.** Izda réevejna s-setgha li nirbhu u zguri li nirbhu l-hazen, bir-
rebha tal-imhabba ta’ Alla 1i xejn ma jista’ jzommbha.

54. L-Ispirtu u I-Ligi

San Pawl ixandar id-don tal-Ligi 1-gdida ta’ 1-Ispirtu bhala kuntrarju
ghal-ligi' tal-gisem u tal-konkupixxenza li tigbed il-bniedem lejn il-hazen u
_ thallih bla hila biex jaghzel dak li hu tajjeb.*® Dan in-nuggas ta’ armonija
fil-bniedem u d-dghufija tar-rubh ma jegirdux il-liberta tal-bniedem u r-res-
ponsabbiltajiet tieghu; izda jfixkluhom fit-thabrik taghhom ghal dak li hu
tajjeb. Dan iwassal lill-Appostlu biex ighid: “M’iniex naghmel it-tajjeb
li rrid, imma qgieghed naghmel il-nazin 1i ma rridx” (Rum 7,19). Ghalhekk
bir-ragun kollu jitkellem dwar ‘‘il-jasar tad-dnub’” u “l-jasar tal-ligi’’ gha-
liex ghall-midneb il-ligi, li hu ma jistax jaghmilha parti minnu, jaraha
tahqru.

Izda San Pawl jaghraf 1i I-Ligi ghad ghandha s-siwi taghha ghall-
bniedem u ghan-nisrani, ghaliex hi “gaddisa, u I-kmandament hu gaddis,
gust u tajjeb” (Rum 7,12).%* Iwettaq l-ghaxar kmandamenti huwa u jorbot-
hom ma’ l-imhabba 1i hi l-vera milja taghhom.*®> Barra dan hu jaf sewwa
li l-ordni guridiku hu mehtieg ghall-izvilupp tas-socjeta.® Izda 1I-
haga gdida li hu jhabbar hi 1i Alla tana ’l Ibnu biex “dak li b’gustizzja
titlob il-ligi, isehh fina” (Rum 8,4).

II-Mulej Gesut nnifsu gal x’inhuma l-precetti tal-Ligi 1-gdida fid-Dis-
kors tal-Muntanja: bis-sagrific¢ju li offra fuq is-Salib u bil-Qawmien glor-
juz tieghu rebah is-setgha tad-dnub u kisbilna l-grazzja tal-Ispirtu s-Santu
li biha nistghu nharsu bir-reqqa kollha 1-Ligi ta’ Alla®” u niksbu l-mahfra
jekk nergghu naqghu fid-dnub, L-Ispirtu li jghammar fi qlubna hu 1-bidu
tal-veru helsien.

Bis-sagrific¢ju ta’ Kristu, il-ligijiet tal-kult tal-Patt il-Qadim saru ma
jiswewx aktar. Dwar in-normi guridi¢i li kienu jmexxu I-hajja socjali u
politika ta’ Israel, il-Knisja tal-Appostli, ghax kienet il-bidu tas-Saltna ta’
Alla' fid-dinja, gharfet 1i ma kellhiex tharishom aktar. Dan wassal lill-ko-
munita nisranija biex tifhem 1i 1-ligijiet u l-atti ta’ l-awtoritd ta’ hafna
popli, ghalkemm skond il-ligi hu ta’ min iharishom,*® qatt ma jistghu jip-
pretendu li huma xi haga qaddisa, u dan ghaliex il-bidu taghhom &ej minn
dawn l-awtoritajiet. Fid-dawl tal-Evangelju, hafna ligijiet u strutturi jid-
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her 1i ghandhom il-marka tad-dnub u jtawlu l-influwenza tieghu li tifni
lis-socjeta.

IV. IL-KMANDAMENT IL-GDID

55. L-imhabba don ta’ I-Ispirtu

L-imhabba ta’ Alla li ssawbet fi glubna bl-Ispirtu s-Santu, titlob ukoll
I-imhabba ta’ ghajrna. Wara li jfakkar l-ewwel kmandament Gesii minnu-
fih zied ighid: “U t-tieni jixbhu: ‘Hobb Il-ghajrek bhalek innifsek’. Dawn
iz-zewg kmandamenti huma l-qofol tal-Ligi kollha u tal-Profeti” (Mt 22,
39-40). U San Pawl ighid 'li l-imhabba hija l-milja tal-Ligi.*

L-imhabba tal-proxxmu ma ghandhiex limiti u thaddan ukoll l-egh-
dewwa u dawk li jippersegwitawna. Il-perfezzjoni, li hi xbieha tal-perfez-
zjoni tal-Missier u li ghaliha d-dixxiplu jrid inabrek hafna, tinsab fil-hnie-

na.’”’ Il-parabbola tas-Samaritan it-Tajjeb turi li l-imhabba kollha hniena, li
tfittex li taqdi I-proxxmu, teqred dawk il-pregudizzji li jwasslu gruppi et-
ni¢i jew socjali biex ikunu kontra xulxin.”* Il-Patt il-Gdid kollu jaghti
xhieda ta’ l-ghana bla gjies ta’ sentimenti li jistghu jithaddnu mill-imhab-
ba nisranija ghall-proxxmu.”

JEeasEae
56.. L-imhabba tal-proxxmu

L-imhabba nisranija, 1i ma titlobx hlas u thaddan lil kulhadd, tikseb
in-natura taghha mill-imhabba ta’ Kristu li ta hajtu ghalina. “Bhalma hab-
bejtkom jien, hekk ukoll hobbu intom lil xulxin” (Gw 13, 34-35).”° Dan hu
“l-kmandament gdid” ghad-dixxipli.

Fid-dawl ta’ dan il-kmandament San Gakbu ]fakkar bis-serjeta kollha
lill-ghonja bi dmirijiethom’™ u San Gwann ighid li min ghandu 1-gid ta’ 1-
art u jaghlaq qalbu ghal huh fil-bZonn ma jistax ikollu l-imhabba ta’ Alla
tghammar fih.”> L-imhabba ta’ l-ahwa hi 1-qjies ta’ l-imhabba“ ta’ Alla,
“Min ma jhobbx lil huh 1i jara, Kkif jista’ jhobb lil Alla 1i hu gatt ma rah?”
I Gw 4,20).

. San Pawl jaghmel enfas1 kbira fuq ir-rabta bejn it-tishib fis-Sagra-
ment tal-Gisem u d-Demm ta’ Kristu u t-tishib ma’ ghajrna fi htigijietu.”®

57. Gustizzja u karita

L-imhabba evangelika u s-sejha ta’ wlied Alla li hi sejha ghal kul-
hadd jitolbu minnufih u bla tlaqliq rispett ghall-bnedmin kollha fid-drit-
tijiet taghhom ghall-hajja u ghad-dinjita. Ma hemmx ebda firda bejn I-
imhabba tal-proxxmu u x-xewqa ghall-gustizzja. Min igies li l-imhabba
u l-gustizzja huma kontra xulxin, ikun jeqridilhom in-natura taghhom. It-
tifsir li ghandha l-hniena jwassal gnat-tifsir shih tal-gustizzja, ghaliex ma
jhallix il-gustizzja tinghalaq f’¢irku ta’ tpattija u ta’ vendetti.

Il-hazen u l-mohqrija ta’ kull xorta li ged igarrbu eluf u ghaxriet ta’
eluf ta’ rgiel u nisa llum, imorru direttament kontra I-Evangelju ta’ Kristu
u ma jistghux ihallu l-ebda nisrani li ma jkun jimpurtah xejn minn dan
fil-kuxjenza tieghu.
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11-Knisja, hija u togghod ghal dak li jghid 1-Ispirtu, miexja 'l quddiem
bil-fedelta kollha fit-triq li twassal ghal veru helsien. Il-membri taghha
jafu b’dak li nagsu fih u kemm baqghu lura fil-hidma ha jinkiseb il-hel-
sien. Izda ghadd kbir ta’ nsara, 'sa minn zZmien l-Appostli kkonsagraw hi-
lithom u hajjithom ghall-helsien minn kull xorta ta’ mohqrija u biex igibu
'l quddiem id-dinjita tal-bniedem. L-esperjenza tal-Qaddisin u l-ezempji
ta’ tant eghmil ta’ gadi ghall-proxxmu ghandhom igangluna u jkunu sinjal
ta’ dawl ghalina ghal kull hidma ta’ helsien li tant huma mehtiega llum.

V. IL-KNISJA, IL-POPLU TA’ ALLA TAL-PATT IL-GDID

58. Lejn il-milja tal-helsien
Il-Poplu ta’ Alia tal-Patt il-Gdid hu 1-Knisja ta’. Kristu. Il-ligi tieghu

hi l-kmandament ta’ lI-imhabba. Fi qlub il-membri taghha jghammar I-
Ispirtu s-Santu giesu f’tempju. Hi z-zerriegha u l-bidu tas-Saltna ta’ Alla
hawn fid-dinja, saltna li tilhaq il-milja taghha fit-tmiem ta’ kull Zmien bil-
gawmien mill-imwiet u t-tigdid tal-holgien kollu.™

- Dawk li jkollhom ir-rahan ta’ 1-Ispirtu™ — il-Poplu ta’ Alla — jigu
mwassla ghall-milja tal-helsien. Gerusalemm il-gdida, 1i b’tant hegga ged
nistennew, tissejjah, bir-ragun kollu, il-belt tal-helsien, fl-oghla tifsir tie-
ghu.” Imbaghad “Alla jixxottalhom kull demgha minn ghajnejhom: ma
jkunx hemm izjed mewt, angas biki jew aghjat jew tbatija ma jkun hemm
izjed, ghax ghabu l-hwejjeg ta’ qabel” (Apok 21,4). It-tama hi li zgur ikun
hemm “smewwiet godda u art gdida, i fihom tghammar il-gustizzja” (2
P1et 3,13).

59 L-ahhar laggha ma’ Kristu
: It-trasfigurazzjoni tal-Knisja minn Kristu Rxoxt fit-tmiem il-mixi tagh-
ha f’din id-dinja, bl-ebda mod ma thassar id-destin ta’ kull bniedem fit-
tmiem ta’ hajtu. Dawk kollha li quddiem it-tribunal ta’ Kristu jkunu nsta-
bu li, bil-grazzja ta’ Alla, ghamlu uzu tajjeb mir-rieda hielsa taghhom jir-
¢ievu l-premju ta’ I-hena.?® Isiru bhal Alla ghax jarawh Kif inhu.®* Id-don
ta’ Alla ta’ 1-hena ta’ dejjem hu lesaltazzmm ta’ l-agwa helsien 1i wiehed
jista’ qatt jahseb fih.

60. It-tama eskatologika u l-impenn ghall-helsien fid-dinja

Din it-tama ma tnaggasx l-impenn taghna ghall-mixi ’l quddiem tal-
belt tad-dinja, anzi taghtih tifsir ahjar u tqawwih. Hi haga importanti li
jkun hemm ghazla cara bejn il-progress fid-dinja u l-kobor tas-saltna, gha-
liex dawn m’humiex fl-istess ordni. Izda din l-ghazla m’hijiex firda, gha-
liex is-sejha tal-bniedem ghall-najja ta’ dejjem ma teqridx, imma twettaq,"
id-dmir tal-bniedem li juza l-energiji kollha tieghu u l-mezzi kollha li ré¢ie-
va minghand Alla li halqu, ha jgib ’il quddiem hajtu fid-dinja.?

Imdawlha mill-Ispirtu tal-Mulej, il-Knisja ta’ Kristu, mis-sinjali taz-
zminijiet, tista’ taghraf dawk li jgibu ’l quddiem il-helsien u dawk 1li jis-
tghu jgarrqu u huma fiergha. Tistieden lill-bniedem u lis-socjetajiet biex
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jeghilbu l-qaghdiet tad-dnub u tal-ingustizzja u jgibu dawk il-Kondizzjo-
nijiet mehtiega’ ghal veru helsien. Taf li dawn il-hwejjeg tajba kollha —
id-dinjita tal-bniedem, l-ghaqda bejn l-ahwa u l-helsien, li huma frott ta’
sforzi 1i jagblu mar-rieda ta’ Alla, nistghu nergghu nsibuhom ‘“‘safja minn
kull tingis, imdawlin u mibdulin, meta Kristu jerhi f’idejn il-Missier is-
Saltna universali u ta’ dejjem™,** 1i hi saltna ta’ helsien.

It-tama hajja u habrieka tal-migja tas-Saltna ta’ Alla, ahna u nishru
ghnaliha, hi wkoll it-tama 1i fl-ahharnett ikun hemm gustizzja perfetta ghali-
hajjin u l-mejtin, ghall-gnus kollha ta’ kull zmien u ta’ kull imkien, gus-
tizzja li jgib Gesii Kristu, bhala 1-Imhallef il-kbir,** Din il-weghda, 1i tmur
’l hemm minn kull ma jista’ jaghmel il-bniedem, tolqot direttament hajjit-
na fid-dinja. Ghaliex il-vera gustizzja trid thaddan lil kulhadd, trid taghti
twegiba ghat-toqol immens ta’ tbatija li garrbu l-generazzjonijiet kollha
tal-bnedmin. Minghajr il-qawmien mill-imwiet u 1-gudizzju tal-Mulej ma
hemmx gustizzja fit-tifsir shih tal-kelma. Il-weghda tal-qawmien mill-im-
wiet inghatat lilna minn Alla minn rajh biex tissodisfa x-xewga ghal vera
gustizzja 1i hemm fil-galb tal-bniedem.
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" RAPIV

IL-MISSJONI TAL-KNISJA GHAL-LIBERAZZJONI

61. Il-Knisja u l-qtigh il-qalb tal-bnedmin

Il-Knisja ghandha fehma shiha li twiegeb ghall-qtigh il-qalb tal-bned-
min tal-lum li ged igarrbu hafna mohgrija u ghandhom herqa kbira ghall-
helsien. It-tmexxija politika u ekonomika tas-so¢jeta mhux parti diretta tal-
missjoni tal-Knisja.*> Izda 1-Mulej Gesit fdalha l-kelma tal-verita li tista’
ddawwal il-kuxjenzi. L-imhabba ta’ Alla, li hi l-hajja taghha, timbuttaha
biex turi solidarjetd vera ma’ kull min ikun ibati. Jekk il-membri taghha
jkunu fidili ghal din il-missjoni, 1-Ispirtu s-Santu, il-bidu ta’ kull nelsien,
ighammar fihom, u huma jaghtu frott ta’ gustizzja u sliem fil-familja tagh-
hom u kull fejn jahdmu u jghixu.

I. GHAS-SALVAZZJONI SHIHA TAD-DINJA

62. Il-beatitudni u l-qawwa tal-Evangelju

L-Evangelju hu l-qawwa tal-hajja ta’ dejjem, moghtija issa wkoll lil
dawk 1i jilgghuh.*® Din il-qawwa, hija u tnissel bnedmin imgedda,*” tidhol
fil-komunita tal-bnedmin u fil-grajja taghhom, u hekk issaffi l-hidmiet
taghhom u taghtihom hajja. B’dan il-mod hija “bidu ta’ kultura.”s®

Il-beatitudni, imhabbrin minn Kristu juru Xx’inhi l-perfezzjoni tal-im-
habba evangelika, u gatt ma kien hemm zmien fil-grajja kollha tal-Knisja
li fih ghadd bla qjies ta’ mghammdin ma ghexux il-beatitudni, u, b’'mod
l-aktar gholi ghexuhom il-Qaddisin.

Il-Beatitudni (u nibdew bl-ewwel wahda 1i hi dik dwar il-foqra) jagh-
mlu flimkien haga wahda u ma ghandniex nifirduhom mill-bgija tad-Dis-
kors tal-Muntanja.*® F’dan id-Diskors, Gesu, li hu Mose’ 1-gdid, jikkom-
menta l-ghaxar kmandamenti, il-Ligi tal-Patt u hekk jaghtiha t-tifsir shih
u ta’ l-ahhar. Mela naqraw il-Beatitudni u nfissruhom f’dan il-kuntest, na-
raw li qed ifissru l-ispirtu tas-Saltna ta’ Alla li gejja. Izda, fid-dawl tad-
destin tal-grajja tal-bniedem, kif juruh’il-Beatitudni. fl-istess waqt ukoll
jidhru b’mod tassew car is-sisien tal-gustizzja fl-ordni temporali.

Dan ghaliex, meta 1-Beatitudni jghallmuna nafdaw f’Alla, ighallmuna
t-tama fil-hajja ta’ dejjem, l-imhabba ghall-gustizzja, u l-hniena li tasal
sal-mahfra u r-rikonciljazzjoni, huma jghinuna naraw l-ordni temporali f’
relazzjoni ma’ ordni iehor oghla minnu, ordni li jaghti lill-ordni temporali
l-gjies veru tieghu, izda minghajr ma jnehhilu n-natura tieghu.

Fid-dawl ta’ dan kollu, jidher kemm hu mehtieg malajr u kemm hu
mehtieg li jidher sewwa, fil-ghan veru tieghu, l-impenn li ghandu jkun
hemm f’kull hidma ta’ gadi tal-proxxmu u tal-komunitd kollha tal-bned-
min. Il-Beatitudni ma jhalluniex inqimu l-hwejjeg tad-dinja u naghmlu dak
‘l-eghmil ta’ ingustizzja li naslu ghalih meta dawn il-hwejjeg tad-dinja nfit-
txuhom bla ebda razan.®® Il-Beatitudni jzommuna wkoll milli nfittxu, b’
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hsara kbira ghalina, dinja perfetta 1li m’hijiex hlief holma, ghaliex “is-

sura ta’ din id-dinja ghad tghaddi” (I Kor 7,31).

63. It-thabbira tas-salvazzjoni

Il-missjoni essenzjali tal-Knisja, bhal dik ta’ Kristu, hi missjoni ta’
evangelizzazzjoni u salvazzjoni.’' Tikseb il-hegga taghha mill-imhabba ta’
Alla. L-Evangelizzazzjoni hi t-thabbira tas-salvazzjoni, li hi don ta’ Alla.
Permezz tal-Kelma ta’ Alla u tas-Sagramenti, il-bniedem hu l-ewwelnett
mehlus mis-setgha tad-dnub u mis-setghat tal-Hazen li jahqru; u jasal
ghax-xirka ma’ Alla fl-imhabba. Bhall-Mulej, 1i “gie fid-dinja biex isalva I-
midinbin” (I Tim 1,15), il-Knisja tixtieq is-salvazzjoni tal-bnedmin kollha.

F’din il-missjoni taghha, il-Knisja tghallem liema hi t-trig li minnha I-
bniedem irid ighaddi, ha jidnol fis-saltna ta’ Alla. It-taghlim taghha ghal-
hekk ihaddan ‘l-ordni morali kollu, u b’mod specjali, il-gustizzja li tirre-
gola r-relazzjonijiet tal-bnedmin bejniethom. Din hi parti mix-xandir tal-
Evangelju. v

Izda l-imhabba li timbotta 1-Knisja halli taghti lill-bnedmin kollha se-
hem mill-grazzja tar-rieda ta’ Alla, iggaghlha wkoll, permezz tal-hidma ef-
fettiva tal-membri taghha, tfittex ghall-bnedmin il-veru gid ta’ din id-din-
ja, tghinhom fi htigijiethom, tahsbilhom ghall-edukazzjoni taghhom u ggib
’il quddiem helsien shih minn kull ma jfixkel l-izvilupp ta’ kull bniedem.
II-Knisja tixtieq il-gid tal-bniedem fid-dimensjonijiet kollha tieghu, 1-ew-
welnett bhala membru tal-belt ta’ Alla, u mbaghad ukoll bhala membru
tal-belt tad-dinja,

64. Evangelizzazzjoni u promozzjoni tal-gustizzja

Ghalhekk meta 1-Knisja titkellem dwar il-promozzjoni tal-gustizzja
fis-socjetajiet tal-bnedmin, jew meta theggeg lil-lajé¢i biex jahdmu f’dan il-
gasam skond is-sejna taghhom, hi ma tkunx taghmel xi haga li m’hijiex
parti mill-missjoni taghha. Izda hi ma tridx li din il-missjoni taghha tin-
tilef fi thassib dwar l-ordni temporali jew issir biss thassib dwar dan 1-
ordni temporali. Ghalhekk togghod attenta hafna biex b’mod ¢ar u bil-
gawwa kollha, thares 1-ghaqda u l-ghazla bejn evangelizzazzjoni u promoz-
zjoni tal-bniedem: l-ghagda, ghax il-Knisja tfittex il-gid tal-bniedem shih;
l-ghazla, ghax dawn iz-zewg hidmiet huma parti mill-missjoni taghha, izda
mhux ghall-istess ragunijiet.

65. L-Evangelju u d-dinja kif inhi
Hu ghalhekk li 1-Knisja hija u thabrek biex tilhaq l-ghan taghha; id-
dawwal bid-dawl ta’ l-Evangelju d-dinja kif inhi biex il-bnedmin kollha
jitfejqgu mill-mizerji taghhom u joghlew fid-dinjita taghhom. B’hekk tigi ’1
quddiem u tissahhah l-ghaqda fis-soc¢jeta skond il-gustizzja u s-sliem.’?
B’hekk il-Knisja ma tkunx tonqos mill-missjoni taghha meta tikkundanna
s-suriet ta’ devjazzjoni, ta’ jasar u ta’ mohqrija li taghhom il-bnedmin jis-
tghu jagghu vittmi.
' II-Knisja tkun taqdi I-missjoni taghha meta tkun kontra kull tentat-
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tiv biex titwaqqaf sura ta’ hajja socjali li fiha hu nieqes Alla, kemm jekk
dan isir apposta u kemm jekk isir bi traskuragni, li wiehed ikun jahti
ghaliha.®®
~ Il-Knisja wkoll tkun taqdi l-missjoni taghha meta taghti gudizzju
dwar movimenti politi¢i li jridu jehduha kontra l-fagar u l-mohqrija b’teo-
riji u metodi ta’ hidma li huma kontra lEvangeIJu u kontra I-bniedem
innifsu.®*

Veru 1j, -bil-gawwa tal-grazzja, il-moralita tal-Evangelju taghti dehriet
u dmirijiet godda lill-bniedem. Izda l-ghan taghha hu li ggib ’il quddiem u
tgholli d-dimensjoni morali li n-natura tal-bniedem ga ghandha, u li I-
Knisja zzomm fi hsiebha ghax taf li hi wirt tal-gnus kollha min-natura
taghhom stess.

II. IMHABBA FAVUR IL-FOQRA

66. Gesu u l-fagar

Kristu Gesill, ghalkemm ghani, ftagar biex jaghni lilna bil-fagar tie-
ghu.”” San Pawl hawn qed jitkellem dwar il-misteru ta’ I-Inkarnazzjoni
ta’ I-Iben etern, li gie biex isir bniedem li jmut ha jsalva l-bniedem mill-
mizerja li fiha waggqghu d-dnub. Barra dan, bhala bniedem, Kristu ghazel
li jkun fqir u nieges minn kollox®® biex jurina x’inhu l-veru ghana li ghan-
dna nfittxu, dak ta’ xirka ta’ hajja ma’ Alla. Ghallimna nmfatmu mill-gid
ta’ I-art biex inkunu nistghu nixtiequ 1-gid tas-sema.’”

L-Appostli 1i ghazel kellhom huma wkoll ihallu kollox u ]kunu bhalu
negsin minn kollox.’®

Kristu gie mhabbar mill-profeti bhala 1-Messija tal -foqra;®® u kien fost
dawn, ic-ckejknin, “il-foqra ta’ Jahweh”, li kellhom ghatx ghall-gustizzja
tas-saltna, li sab qlub lesti jilgghuh. Izda xtaq ukoll ikun qrib dawk li,
ghalkemm ghonja bil-gid tad-dinja, kienu mwarrbin mill-komunita bnala
“pubblikani u midinbin,” ghax gie biex isejhilhom' ghall-indiema."*

Hi din is-sura ta’ fagar 1li biha ningatghu mid-dinja u nafdaw f’Alla,
inkunu rziena u lesti biex nagsmu ma’ kulhadd kull ma ghandna, li Kristu
sejjah hienja. '

67. Gesu u I-foqra : ;

Gesit mhux biss gabilna 1-grazzja u s-sliem ta’ Alla; fejjag ukoll ghadd °
kbir ta’ nies morda; gietu hasra ghall-folla ta’ nies li ma kellhomx x’jiek-
lu u temagnhom; flimkien mad-dixxipli li marru warajh kien jaghti kari-
ta.'"" Ghalhekk il-beatitudni tal-fagar li habbar gatt ma tista’ tfisser li 1-
insara jistghu ma jimpurtahomx mill-foqra 1i jongoshom dak 1li jehtiegu
ghall-hajja fid-dinja.” Dan il-fagar gej mid-dnubiet tan-nies u mid-dghufija
naturali taghhom, u huwa deni li minnu I-bnedmin iridu jigu mehlusa,
kemm jista’ jkun, ghal kollox.

68. Imhabba favur il-foqra
Il-hafna suriet tal-mizerja tal- bniedem (nuqqas ta’ g1d mater]all mon-
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grija ingusta, mard fiziku u psikologiku, u fl-ahhar, il-mewt) huma sinjali
cari ta’ kemm hu dghajjef il-bniedem min-natura tieghu minhabba 1-qagh-
da li sab ruhu fiha wara d-dnub tan-nisel; huma sinjali wkoll tal-htiega tal-
bniedem ghas-salvazzjoni. Minn hawn il-hasra ta’ Kristu 1-Feddej 1i was-
litu biex jitghabba b’din il-mizerja kollha'’* u jgis runu haga wahda ma’
l-inqas fost hutu (ara Mt 25,40.45). Minn hawn ukoll l-imhabba specjali
tal-Knisja bi preferenza ghal dawk mahqurin mill-fagar; mill-bidu taghha,
minkejja n-nuqgasijiet ta’ hafna membri taghha, il-Knisja qatt ma waqfet
tahdem ghall-ghajnuna, ghall-harsien u ghal-liberazzjoni tal-foqra. Dan
ghamlitu permezz ta’ ghadd bla gjies ta’ opri ta’ ghajnuna u ta’ mhabba
li jibgghu dejjem u kullimkien opri li hadd ma jista’ jghaddi min-
ghajrhom.'*® Barra dan, bit-taghlim socjali taghha li thabrek biex tarah
isehh, il-Knisja fittxet iggib ’il quddiem bidliet strutturali fis-soc¢jeta ha
jkun hemm kondizzjonijiet ta’ hajja jixirqu l-bniedem. :
Qalbhom mhux marbuta ma’ l1-ghana u ghalhekk jistghu jagsmu gid-
hom ma’ l-ohrajn u ghandhom miftuha ghalihom il-bibien tas-sema'*t, id-
dixxipli ta’ Gesl, bl-imhabba taghhom ghall-foqra u ghal dawk ingas ix-
xurtjati, jaghtu xhieda ta’ l-imhabba tal-Missier, 1i dehret fil-Feddej. Din
l-imhabba. gejja minn Alla u terga’ lura ghand Alla. Id-dixxipli ta’ Kristu
dejjem giesu l-offerti mgieghda fuq l-artal bhala don moghti il Alla stess.
Fl-imhabba taghha ghall-foqra, il-Knisja taghti wkoll xhieda tad-din-
jita tal-bniedem. Tghid car u tond li I-bniedem jiswa aktar ghal dak li hu
- milli ghal dak 1i ghandu. Taghti xhieda li din id-dinjitd gatt ma tista’ tin-
gered, tkun xi tkun il-qaghda ta’ faqar, stmerrija, twarrib u nugqas ta’ set-
gha li fiha I-bniedem ikun waqa’. Turi solidarjeta ma’ dawk li ma huma
meqjusa xejn fis-soc¢jetd, ma’ dawk li moralment, u xi kull tant, fizikament,
huma mwarrbin mis-soc¢jeta. Hija ddanhalhom fis-soc¢jeta tal-bnedmin bhala
ahwa u tal-komunita ta’ I-ulied ta’ Alla. Thoss imhabba spec¢jali ta’ omm
ghal dawk it-tfal li, minhabba I-kefrija tal-bnedmin, gatt ma se johorgu
ghad-dawl minn guf ommhom, u ghax- -xjuh ukoll, ghal dawk wahedhom u
mitlugin minn kulhadd. L-ghaZla ta’ preferenza ghall-foqra, aktar minn
sinjal ta’ partikularizmu u settarjanizmu, hi sinjal ta’ l-universalitd tal-
Knisja u tal-missjoni taghha. Din l-ghazla ma twarrab lil hadd.
Hu ghalhekk li I-Knisja ma tistax titkellem favur kategoriji socjolo-
gi¢i u ideologici, li jaghmlu din il-preferenza ghazla partigjana u bidu ta’
glied.

69. Il-““comunita di base” u gruppi ohrajn

Il-“comunita di base” u gruppi ohra ta’ nsara li twaqqfu bhala xhieda
ta’ din l-imhabba evangelika, huma bidu ta’ tama kbira ghall-Knisja. Jekk
dawn il-gruppi jghixu tassew f’rabta shiha mal-Knisja tal-post u mal-Kni-
sja universali, ikunu tassew sinjal ta’ xirka u mezz ghall-bini tax-xirka
agwa.'”” Tkunu tassew jaqdu l-missjoni taghhom dagskemm jogoghdu at-
tenti li jedukaw il-membri taghhom fil-milja tal-fidi nisranija billi jaghtu
widen ghall-Kelma ta’ Alla, ikunu fidili ghat-taghlim tal-Magisteru, ghall-
gerarkija tal-Knisja u ghall-hajja sagramentali. Jekk isehhu dawn il-kon-
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dizzjonijiet, l-esperjenza taghhom, bl-eghruq taghha fl-impenn ghall-hel-
sien shih tal-bniedem, issir tezor ghall-Knisja kollha.

70. Riflessjoni teologika

Hekk ukoll, riflessjoni teologika li tizviluppa ruhha minn esperjenza
partikulari tista’ taghti kontribut pozittiv, ghaliex tista’ twassal biex turi
f’dawl ahjar xi aspetti tal-Kelma ta’ Alla, li taghha ghad ma wasalniex biex
naraw l-ghana kollu. Izda biex din ir-riflessjoni tkun tassew qari ta’ 1-Is-
krittura u mhux l-ghoti lill-Kelma ta’ Alla ta’ tifsir li ma ghandhiex, it-
teologu jrid joqghod attent li jfisser l-esperjenza tieghu, li minnha jibda,
fid-dawl ta’ l-esperjenza tal-Knisja stess. Din l-esperjenza tal-Knisja tiddi,
b’dija specjali u bis-safa kollu taghha, fil-hajja tal-Qaddisin. Hu dmir ir-
raghajja tal-Knisja, fghaqda mas-successur ta’ San Pietru, jaraw l-aw-
tenticita taghha. :



KAP V

ID-DUTTRINA SOCJALI TAL-KNISJA
GHALL-PRATTIKA NISRANIJA TAL-LIBERAZZJONI

71. Il-prattika nisranija tal-hberazzgom

Id-dimensjoni-salvifika tal-liberazzjoni ma nistghux mq1suha bhala di-
mensjoni ettiko-socjali biss, ghax din id-dimensjoni hi l-effett tad-dimen-
sjoni salvifika. Il-liberazzjoni shiha 1li gab Kristu u biha ta lill-bniedem il-
helsien veru, tghabbi I-bniedem bid-dmir li jghix ta’ nisrani, jigifieri li. jha-
res il-kmandament kbir ta’ l-imhabba. Dan il-kmandament hu I-oghla prin-
¢ipju tal-moralita socjali nisranija, mibnija fuq l-Evangelju u fuq, it-tradiz-
zjoni kollha minn zmien 1-Appostli u Missirijiet il-Knisja sa l-ahhar dik-
jarazzjonijiet tal-Magisteru.

L-isfidi kbar ta’ Zmienna jitolbu li minnufih isehh b11 fatt dan 1t tagh-
lim dwar Kif ghandna ng1bu ruhna.

Y

I. IN-NATURA TAT-TAGHLIM SOCJALI TAL-KNISJA

72. Il-messagg tal-Evangelju u I-hajja so¢jali

It-taghlim soc¢jali tal-Kunisja hareg mil-laggha flimkien tal-problemi li
jigu mill-hajja fis-socjeta u tal-messagg tal-Evangelju b’dak kollu li jitlob,
u li nistghu nigbruh fil-kmandament ewlieni tal-imhabba ta’ Alla u tal-
proxxmu u tal-gustizzja.'’® Sar it-taghlim tal-Knisja bl-ghajnuna tal-gherf
u tax-xjenzi tal-bniedem; hu dwar l-aspett morali tal-hajja socjali, u jqies
ukoll I-aspetti teknic¢i tal-problemi, izda dejjem biex ]aghtl gudizzju dwar-
hom fid-dawl tal-ligi morali.

Dan it-taghlim tal-Knisja, dirett l-aktar ghall-hidma, J1zv1luppa ruhu
skond ic¢-cirkostanzi tal-istorja, li jinbidlu minn jum’ghall-iehor. Ghalhekk,
dan it-taghlim, ghalkemm immexxi minn principji li jibqghu jiswew dejjem,
ihaddan fih ukoll xi fehmiet u gudizzji li jiddependu miz-zmien li jkun. Ak-
tar milli hu xi sistema maghluq fih innifsu, dan it-taghlim hu dejjem mif-
tuh ghal kull kwistjoni gdida li tingala’ minn jum ghall-iehor, u ]1tlob 1-
ghajnuna tal-karizmi, u tal-esperjenzi u tal-hila ta’ kulhadd.

Bhala “esperta f’dak li hu tal-bniedem”, il-Knisja, bit-taghlim so¢jali
taghha, taghtina ghadd ta’ prin¢ipji biex nahsbu fughom u ghadd ta’ Kkri-
terji li jghinuna naghmlu gudizzju tajjeb,'’” kif ukoll ghadd ta’ direttivi
ghall-hidma'’® biex isehh it-tibdil kbir mitlub mill-qaghdiet ta’ fagar u in-
gustizzji 1i jkun hemm u dan, b’mod 1i jkun ta’ qadi ghall-veru gid tal-
familja kollha tal-bnedmin.

73. Prin¢ipji fondamentali

Il-kmandament ewlieni tal-imhabba jwassal ghall-gharfien tad-dinjita
ta’ kull bniedem mahluq xbieha ta’ Alla. Minn din ‘id-dinjita johorgu drit-
tijiet u dmirijiet naturali. Fid-dawl tax-xbieha ta’ Alla, il-helsien, 1i hu I-
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prerogattiva essenzjali tal-persuna tal-bniedem, jidher fil-qofol kollu tie-
ghu. Kull persuna hi responsabbli tal-hajja socjali u trid tghixha.'*’

Marbutin b’rabta liema bhala mal-pedament li hu d-dinjita tal-bniedem
hemm il-principju tas-solidarjeta u I-prin¢ipju tas-sussidjarjeta.

Bis-sahha tal-prin¢ipju tas-solidarjeta, il-bniedem, flimkien ma’ hutu I-

bnedmin l-ohra, ghandu jahdem ghall-gid ta’ kulhadd fis-so¢jeta fil-livelli
kollha taghha.''’ U ghalhekk il-Knisja hi kontra kull sura ta’ individwaliz-
mu socjali jew politiku.
: Bis-sahha tal-principju tas-sussidjarjetd, la l-Istat u langas ebda soc-
jeta ma tista’ tiehu l-post tal-individwu f’dak li ghandu x’jagsam mal-ini-
zjattivi u r-responsabbiltajiet tieghu, u l-post ta’ dawk il-komunitajiet fi
hdan is-soc¢jeta f’dak li ghandu x’jagasm mal-hidma specifika taghhom; lan-
gas jistghu ma jhallulhomx l-ispazju mehtieg fejn' jezercitaw il-liberta
taghhom.' Ghalhekk il-Knisja hi kontra kull sura ta’ kollettivizmu.

74. Kriterji mehtiega biex wiehed jaghmel gudizzju

Dawn il-prin¢ipji huma I-pedament tal-kriterji mehtiega biex wiehed
jaghmel gudizzju dwar gaghdiet, strutturi u sistemi soé¢jali. U ghalhekk il-
Knisja ma tahsibhiex darbtejn biex tikkundanna qaghdiet ta’ hajja li huma
ta’ hsara ghad-dinjita u l-liberta tal-bniedem.

.Dawn il-kriterji jiswew ukoll biex wiehed ikun jista’ jaghti gudizzju
dwar strutturi. Dawn huma ghadd ta’ istituzzjonijiet u drawwiet li n-nies
isibu jezistu jew li joholqu, fuq livell nazzjonali jew internazzjonali, u li
jaghtu direzzjoni lill-hajja ekonomika, soc¢jali u politika, jew jorganizzaw-
ha. Ghaliex huma mehtiega fihom infushom, generalment jaslu biex isiru
mekkanizmi indipendenti ghal kollox mir-rieda tal-bniedem, u ma ji¢ca-
qalqu b’xejn; hekk iwaqqfu ghal kollox jew ighawgu kull progress socjali
* u joholqu ingustizzji. Izda dejjem jiddependu mir-responsabbiltajiet tal-
bniedem, li jista’ jbiddilhom, u ma jiddependux, kif 1gmdu xi whud, mid-
“determinizmu storiku’’.

L-istituzzjonijiet u l-ligijiet, meta jkunu jagblu mal-ligi naturali, u
-jklnu _jfittxu 1-gid ta’ kulhadd, huma garanzija tal-liberta tal-bniedem
u tal-mixi ’1 quddiem taghha. Ma nistghux nikkundannaw l-aspetti kollha
tal-ligi li jxekklu, u lanqas l-istabilita ta’ Stat legittimu 1i jixraqlu dan 1-
isem. Nistghu ghalhekk nitkellmu dwar strutturi bis-sinjal tad-dnub fihom,
izda ma nistghux nikkundannaw dawn l-istrutturi fihom infushom.

Dawn il-kriterji jiswew ukoll biex naghtu gudizzju dwar sistemi eko-
nomici, politi¢i u socjali. It-taghlim socjali tal-Knisja ma huwiex favur xi
sistema partikolari; imma, fid-dawl ta’ princ¢ipji fondamentali ohra, ighin
biex wiehed minnufih ikun jista’ jara sa fejn is-sistemi li jkun hemm jaq-
blu jew ma jagblux ma’ dak li titlob id-dinjita tal-bniedem.

75, Il-primat tal-persuni fuq I-istrutturi

Il-Knisja taf sewwa kemm huma komplessi I-problemi li ghandha s-
socjeta u x’diffikultajiet hemm biex jinhallu b’mod xieraq. Izda 1-Knisja
jidhrilha Ii I-ewwel haga li ghandha ssir hi li taghmel appell lill-kapacita
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morali u spiritwali ta’ kull bniedem u ghall-htiega ta’ konversjoni bla heda
tal-qalb jekk wiehed irid jikseb dak it-tibdil ekonomiku u socjali mehtieg
biex ikun tassew ghall-qadi tal-bniedem.

. Meta l-istrutturi u l-organizzazzjoni teknika jitgiesu li ghandhom jigu
gabel il-bniedem u gabel dak li titlob id-dinjita tieghu, ikollna dehra ta’
antropologija materjalistika, u dan hu haga li tmur kontra l-bini ta’ ordni
socjali gust.''?

Min-naha l-ohra, ukoll jekk nagharfu li 1-ewwel jigu l-liberta u l-kon-
versjoni tal-qalb, dan ma jfissirx li ma jkunx hemm bzZonn li jinbidlu xi
strutturi ingusti. Ghalhekk ma jaghmlux xi haga kontra 1-ligi dawk li qed
jigu mahqura mill-ghonja jew minn dawk li ghandhom setgha politika Kkbi-
ra, jekk jahdmu, b’mezzi 1i huma moralment permessi, ha jkollhom strut-
turi u istituzzjonijiet 1i jirrispettawlhom drittijiethom.

" Izda jibga’ veru li l-istrutturi 1i twaqqfu ghall-gid tal-poplu fihom in-
fushom ma jaslux biex jiksbu u jiggarantixxu dan il-gid. Il-korruzzjoni tal-
mexxejja u tal-impjegati ta’ 1-Istat, f’xi pajjizi, korruzzjoni li toqtol kull
sura ta’ hajja socjali onesta, hi prova ta’ dan. Biex ikun hemm socjeta
f’sahhitha jehtieg 1i 1-imgiba ta’ kulhadd tkun moralment tajba. Ghalhekk
trid fl-istess hin issir hidma ghall-konversjoni tal-qlub u ghat-titjib ta’ 1-
istrutturi, ghax id-dnub, li minnu ghandha bidu kull qaghda ingusta, hu,
fit-tifsira proprja u ewlenija tieghu, eghmil tar-rieda, u gej mil-liberta tal-
bniedem. Hu b’mod derivat u sekondarju li nistghu napplikaw id-dnub
ghall-istrutturi u nitkellmu dwar “dnub socjali.”***

Barra dan, fil-process tal-liberazzjoni, wiehed ma jistax ma jaghtix
kaz tal-qaghda storika tan-nazzjon jew jattakka l-identitd kulturali tal--
poplu. Ghalhekk wiehed ma jistax jaccetta minghajr ma jitkellemn,
jew jaghti ghajnuna attiva lil gruppi li bil-forza jew bil-manipulazzjoni
tal-opinjoni pubblika jiehdu f’idejhom it-tmexxija tal-Istat u jimponu in-
gustament fuq il-komunitd ideologija barranija 1i tmur kontra l-kultura
tal-poplu.'** Hawn ta’ min ifakkar ir-responsabbilta morali u politika kbi-
ra li ghandhom Il-intellettwali.

76. Direttivi ta’ hidma

Il-princ¢ipji fondamentali u l-kriterji 1i jghinu biex jinghata gudizzju
jispiraw id-direttivi ta’ hidma. Ghaliex il-gid ta’ kulhadd fs-socjeta tal-
bnedmin hu ghall-qadi tal-bniedem, il-mezzi kollha ta’ hidma ghandhom
ikunu jagblu mad-dinjitd tal-bniedem, u jghinu fl-edukazzjoni ghall-hel-
sien. Kriterju zgur biex wiehed jaghti gudizzju u jwettaq hidma hu dan li
gej: ma jistax ikun hemm helsien veru jekk id-drittijiet tal-helsien ma
jigux rispettati sa mill-bidu.

L-uzu sistematiku tal-vjolenza pprezentat bhala t-triq li bilfors wiehed
irid jagbad biex isschh il-liberazzjoni, ghandna nikkundannawh bhala hol-
ma qerrieda li tiftah it-trig ghal suriet ohra ta’ jasar. Bl-istess gaw#va wkoll
ghandna nikkundannaw il-vjolenza tas-setghanin kontra 1-foqra, il-hidma
arbitrarja tal-pulizija, u kull sura ta’ vjolenza li ssir sistema ta’ gvern. F’
dawn l-ogsma, wiehed jehtieglu jitghallem mill-esperjenzi tragici i ghad-
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diet u ghaddejja minnhom l-istorja ta’ dan is-seklu. L-anqas nistghu nac-
. cettaw li ma jitkellmux, bi htija taghhom, l-awtoritajiet pubbli¢i ta’ dawk
id-demokraziji fejn il-qaghda socjali ta’ ghadd kbir ta’ nisa u rgiel ma
tagbel xejn ma’ dawk 1i jitolbu d-drittijiet socjali u individwali, iggaran-
titi kostituzzjonalment.

77. Glieda ghall-gustizzja

Meta 1-Knisja theggeg ghat-twaqqif u ghall-hidma ta’ assoc¢jazzjonijiet
bhalma huma t-“trade unions”, li jiggieldu ghall-harsien tad-drittijiet u ta’
l-interessi legittimi tal-haddiema u ghall-gustizzja soc¢jali, ma tkunx b’dags-
hekk taccetta t-teorija li tara fil-glieda bejn il-klassijiet id-dinamizmu tal-
istrutturi tal-hajja socjali.

Il-hidma 1li 1-Knisja trid 1li ssir m’hijiex il-glieda bejn klassi u ohra
biex I-ghadu jingered. Ma tibdiex bl-izball li accetta dik li xi whud jahsbu
li hi xi ligi tal-istorja. Il-hidma tal-Knisja hi glieda nobbli, skond ir-raguni,
ghall-gustizzja u s-solidarjeta socjali.’*® In-nisrani jippreferixxi dejjem it-
triq tad-djalogu u ta’ ftehim flimkien.

Kristu ordnalna nhobbu l-eghdewwa taghna.''® Mela l-liberazzjoni fl-
ispirtu tal-Evangelju ma tagbel xejn mal-mibeghda ta’ 1-ohrajn, kemm jekk
dawn ikunu individwi u kemm jekk ikunu gruppi, u dawn l-ohrajn jistghu
jkunu wkoll l-eghdewwa.

Bl |l e

| { I

78 Il-hrafa tar-rivoluzzjoni

Qaghdiet ta’ ingustizzji kbar jitolbu li wiehed ikollu l-kuragg li jagh-
mel riformi shah u fil-fond u jeqred il-privileggi kollha li ma hemmx ra-
guni ghalihom. Izda dawk li jgisu bla ebda siwi t-triq tar-riformi u huma
favur il-hrafa tar-rivoluzzjoni, mhux biss ighinu biex tissahhah il-holma li
l-qerda ta’ qaghda hazina hi bizzejjed fiha nfisha biex tohlog socjeta aktar
xierqa ghal bniedem, izda jghinu wkoll biex jitwaqgfu gverm]let totali-
tarji.''” Il-glieda kontra l-ingustizzji ma ghandha ebda tifsir jekk ma ssirx
bil-hsieb li jitwaqqaf ordni so¢jali u politiku gdid li jkun jagbel ma’ dak
li titlob il-gustizzja. Kull pass ghat-twaqqif ta’ dan l-ordni 1-gdid ghandu
jkun imsieheb ma’ eghmil ta’ gustizzja. Il-mezzi wkoll jagghu tant il-ligi
morali.**®

79. L-isforz ta’ l-ahhar

: Dawn il-principji ghandna nharsuhom b’mod specjali fil-kaz estrem
meta jkun hemm glied bl-armi. II-Magisteru tal-Knisja dan jammettih bha-
la l-ahhar mezz, meta I-mezzi l-ohra kollha ma jkunu swew xejn, biex tin-
temm tirannija cara li tkun ilha zmien u tkun gieghda taghmel hsara lid-
drittijiet fondamentali tal-bnedmin u lill-gid ta’ kulhadd.'"® Izda wiehed ma
ghandux jibda jahseb biex juza bil-fatti dawn il-mezzi qabel ma jkun sthar-
reg sewwa hafna xi tkun il-qaghda. Minhabba l-izvilupp dejjem akbar tat-
teknika wzata ghall-V]olenza u minhabba I-perikoli dejjem akbar tal-vjo-
lenza, ir-“rezistenza passiva” tidher 1i hi I-mezz l-aktar jagbel mal-prinéip- .
ji tal-morali u hemm l-istess tama 1i tirnexxi. Ma hu permess qgatt kull
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xorta ta’ eghmil kriminali bhalma huma rappresalji li jolqtu popolazzjoni-
jiet shah, torturi, jew metodi ta’ terrorizmu jew ta’ provokazzjoni appos-
ta biex isir qtil waqt dimostrazzjoni popolari, kemm jekk dawn id-delitti
jsiru mill-gvern u kemm jekk isiru minn dawk li irvellaw kontra l-gvern.
U langas nistghu gatt nac¢éettaw, u ghandna dejjem nistmerru, it-tixrid ta’
malafami u ta‘ kalunnji li jistghu jeqirdu lil xi hadd psikologikament jew
moralment.

80. Is-sehem tal-lajci

Mhux dmir ir-raghajja tal-Knisja 1li jindahlu direttament fit-tmexxija
tal-politika u fl-organizzazzjoni tal-hajja socjali. Din il-hidma hi parti mis-
sejha tal-lajci, li jiehdu l-inizjattiva flimkien mac-¢ittadini I-ohra.'** Ghan-
dhom jaqgdu din il-hidma, huma u jagharfu li l-ghan tal-Knisja hu t-tixrid
tas-Saltna ta’ Kristu biex il-bnedmin kollha jsalvaw u biex bihom id-dinja
* ddur tassew lejn Kristu.'** B’hekk il-hidma tas-salvazzjoni tidher marbu-
ta b’rabta li ma tinhall qatt mal-hidma 1i ttejjeb u tgholli l-qaghda tal-
hajja tal-bnedmin fid-dinja.

L-ghazla bejn l-ordni sopranaturali tas-salvazzjoni u l-ordni tempora-
li tal-hajja tal-bniedem fid-dinja ghandna narawha fid-dawl tal-pjan wah-
dieni ta’ Alla biex 1gedded kollox fi Kristu. Ghalhekk f’kull wahda minn
dawn l-ogsma, il-bniedem lajk, li hu fl-istess waqt membru tal- -Knisja u
c¢ittadin ta’ pajjizu, ghandu jhalli tmexxih dejjem il-kuxjenza nisranija
tieghu.'**

Il-hidma sog¢jali, li fil-fatt jista’ jkollha aktar minn triq wahda, ghan-
dha dejjem tkun ghall-gid ta’ kulhadd u skond ma jitlob 1-Evangelju u t-
taghlim tal-Knisja. Wiehed ghandu wkoll jogghod attent li 1-hafna ghaz-
liet ta’ hidma li jista’ jkun hemm, ma jaghmlux hsara lill-ispirtu ta’ kol-
laborazzjoni u hidma flimkien jew iwasslu ghall-wagfien shih ta’ l-isforzi
li jkunu ged isiru, jew joholqu konfuzjoni fost il-poplu nisrani.

Id-direttivi li jigu mit-taghlim socjali tal-Knisja ghandhom iheggu ha
tinkiseb dik il-hila teknika u xjentifika li tkun mehtega. It-taghlim socjali
tal-Knisja jgangal ukoll biex tinkiseb formazzjoni morali tal-karattru u
tissahhah il-hajja spiritwali. Dan it-taghlim tal-Knisja, waqt li jaghti prin-
¢ipji u pariri kollhom gherf, ma jezentaniex milli niksbu dik l-edukazzjoni
fil-ghaqal politiku li tkun mehtieg fit-tmexxija tal-affarijiet tad-dinja.

II. X’JITLOB L-EVANGELJU BIEX ISSEHH BIDLA MILL-FOND

81. Htiga ta’ bidla kulturali

L-insara li ged ihabirku ghal “civilta ta’ mhabba” li thaddan il-wirt
morali u socjali kollu tal-Evangelju, ghandhom quddiemhom illum sfida li
gatt gabel ma kien hawn bhalha. Din il-hidma titlob li nahsbu mill-gdid ha
naraw X’inhi r-relazzjoni bejn il-kmandament kbir tal-imhabba u l-ordni
socjali fil-kompless kollu tieghu. L-ghan ta’ dan il-hsieb fil-fond li ghandu
jintlahaq minnufih hu li jitfasslu u jsehhu pjanijiet ta’ hidma ghall-helsien
socjali u ekonomiku ta’ eluf ta’ eluf ta’ rgiel u nisa li jinsabu f’qaghda ta’
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mohgrija  ekonomika, soc¢jali u politika li ma jifilhux aktar ghaliha.

L-ewwel hidma trid tkun sforz Kkbir fil-qasam ta’ l-edukazzjoni: edu-
kazzjoni' fi¢-¢ivilta tax-xoghol, edukazzjoni fis-solidarjeta, u ftuh tal-kul-
tura ghal kulhadd.

82 L-Evangel]u tax-xoghol

Il-hajja ta’ Gesu ta’ Nazaret, veru ‘“Evangelju tax- xoghol” taghtina
ezempju haj u principju ta’ dik il-bidla kulturalj radikali li hi mehtiega
biex jinhallu l-problemi kbar li ghandu quddiemu z-zmien li fih geghdin
nghixu. Dak li, ghalkemm Alla, sar jixbahna f’kollox, ghadda l-itwal zmien
ta’ hajtu fid-dinja- fix-xoghol ta’ l-idejn.'?* Il-kultura, li Zmienna gieghed
jistenna, hija dik li tasal biex taghti gharfien shih lid-dinjita tax-xoghol
tal-bniedem, li jidher fil-gieh u I-frott kollu tieghu fid-dawl tal-misteri tal-
" Holgien u tal-Fidwa.'** Meta jigi maghruf bhala espressjoni tal-persuna
tal-bniedem, ix-xoghol isir bidu ta’ hsieb u ta’ sforz tal-bniedem biex jagh-
mel xi haga gdida.

83. Civilta vera ta’ xoghol

Il-problemi l-aktar serji li holoqg il-fagar isibu s-soluzzjoni taghhom
jekk tigi ’l' quddiem ¢ivilta vera tax-xoghol. B’xi mod, ix-xoghol hu I-
muftieh 'ghas-soluzzjoni tal-kwistjoni socjali kollha.'*

Mela hu fil-gasam tax-xoghol li ghandna nibdew hidma ta’ liberazzjo-
ni fil-helsien. Ghaliex hemm relazzjoni radikali u vitali bejn il-persuna tal-
bniedem u x-xoghol, is-suriet u l-modi li bihom issehh din ir-relazzjoni,
ghandhom influwenza Kkbira fis-soluzzjoni ta’ ghadd kbir ta’ problemi soc-
jali u politici li kull poplu ghandu quddiemu. Relazzjonijiet ta’ gustizzja
fuq ix-xo0ghol huma Il-kondizzjoni mentiega minn gabel biex ikun hemm
sistema ta’ komunita politika kapaci tghin l-izvilupp shih ta’ kull bniedem.

" Jekk is-sistema ta’ relazzjonijiet fuq ix-xoghol li dawk direttament
responsabbli, jigifieri 1-haddiema u dawk li jhaddmu, jirnexxilhom iwaqqfu
bl-ghajnuna essenzjali ta’ l-awtoritajiet ¢ivili, jirnexxilha tohloq ¢viltd tax-
xoghol, imbaghad issenh fil-sliem, rivoluzzjoni shiha fil-mod kif jahsbuha
n-nies u fl-istess strutturi politi¢i u istituzzjonali.

84. Il-gid ta’ kulhadd f’livell nazzjonali u internazzjonali
Kultura tax-xoghol bhal din bilfors tissopponi u ggib ghadd ta’ valuri
essenzjali. Trid taghraf 1i 1-haddiem fil-persuna tieght hu agwa mix-xo-
ghol, hu dak li jaghmlu u huwa dak li ghalih isir. Trid taghraf li x-xo-
ghol hu aqwa mill-kapital, u li I-gid materjali kollu gie mahlug ghal kul-
hadd. Irid ikollha sens ta’ solidarjetd mhux biss dwar drittijiet 1i ghand-
hom jigu mharsa, imma wkoll dwar dmirijiet 1i jridu jsiru. Trid titlob par-
tecipazzjoni ha jigi ’1 quddiem il-gid ta’ kulhadd kemm f’livell nazzjonali
u kemm f’livell internazzjonali, u mhux biss tfittex li thares l-interessi
tal-individwi jew tal-korpi. Trid tagnmel taghha l-metodi ta’ konfront u
ta’ djalogu sincier u gawwi. |
 Dan iwassal biex l-awtoritajiet pOllthl jkunu kapaci jagixxu fir-ris-
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pett tal- hberta]let leg1tt1m1 tal- 1nd1v1dW1, tal- famlljl u tal- gruppl su551d]ar-
ji; b’hekk jonolqu dawk il- kondlzZJom]let mehtlega mill-bniedem biex jis-
ta’ jikseb gaghda ta’ gid veru u shih, u mhux biss ta’ g1d mater]ah, imma
‘wkoll ta’ gid spiritwali.'?®

Kultura 1i taghraf id-dinjita ghol]a tal- bnledem taghtl 11mportanza
kbira lix-xoghol bhala hidma tal-bniedem.'?’ '

Is-siwi tax-xoghol ma jiddependix mis-sura tax -xoghol li jsir, 1zda
mill-fatt li dak li jaghmlu hu bniedem, bil-persuna tieghu.'*®* Hawn ghan-
dna kriterju ‘morali li ma nistghux ma naghtux kaz ta’ dak kollu I jitlob.

Ghalhekk kull bniedem ghandu dritt ghax-xoghol, u dan id-dritt ghan-
du jkun maghruf lilu bil:fatti billi jkun hemm impenn effettiv ha jinhallu
l-problemi drammatici tal-gghad. Il-fatt li I-qghad qieghed izomm parti
kbira tal-popolazzjoni u, l-aktar, taz-zghazagh f'qaghda ta’ emarginazzjo-
ni, hi haga li ma mstghux naccéettawha u nissapportuha. Ghalhekk il-helgien
tal-impiegi hi l-hidma so¢jali ewlenija li ghandu - jkollhom quddiemhom
mhux biss l-individwi u l-intraprizi privati, imma wkoll I-Istat. Bhala rego-
la generali, f’din il-haga, kif ukoll fi hwejjeg ohra, l-Istat ghandu hidma
sussidjarja; izda spiss l-Istat jigi msejjah biex jindahal direttament, bhalma
jigri fil-kaz ta’ ftehim internazzjonali bejn Stati differenti. Ftehim bhal dan
irid ihares 1d -drittijiet tal- em1grat1 u tal-familji taghhom.'>*

86. Biex tigi ’l quddlem 1l-partec1pazz;om } ‘

Is-salarju, li ma ghandux jitgies biss bhala hlas, ghandu jghin lill-had-
diem u lill-familja tieghu biex ikellhom sura ta’ hajja tixraq tassew Iill-
bniedem fl-ogsma kollha materjali, socjali, kulturali u spiritwali. Id-din-
jitd tal-persuna tal-bniedem hi l-kriterju li fuqu naghtu gudizzju dwar ix-
xoghol, u mhux bil-maglub. Hi X’inhi s-sura tax-xoghol li jsir, il-bniedem
irid jaghmlu bhala espressjoni tal-personalitd tieghu. Minn hawn tigi 1-htie-
ga ta’ partecipazzjoni, li mhux biss titlob sehem mill- frott tax- -xoghol, im-
ma titlob ukoll dimensjoni komunitarja vera f’hvel} ta’ progetti, inizjattivi
u responsabblltallet L=

87. L-ewwel ix-xoghol u mbaghad il-kapital

1l- fatt Ii x-xoghol jigi qgabel il- kap1ta1 johloq dmir ta gustizzja 'min
ihaddem biex jara li 1-gid tal-haddiema jigi dejjem qabel il-profitti li jigu
mix-xoghol. Min ihaddem hu moralm_ent obbligat 1i ma jhallix kapitali req-
din, u meta jinvesti flusu ghandu jqies qabel kollox il-gid ta’ kulhadd.
Dan jitlob li l-ewwel ghandu jsir sforz biex l-impiegi jissahhu jew jinhol-
qu impiegi godda ghall-produzzjoni ta’ dak li jkun tassew jiswa. :

Id-dritt ghall-proprjeta privata ma jiftiehemx jekk ma jkollux mieghu
ir-responsabbilta ghall-gid ta’ kulhadd. Dan id-dritt ghall-proprjeta jigi wa-
ra d- drltt oghla minnu 11 ]gl’nd L - gxd kollu ta’ l-art hu ghal kulhadd.'**

88. leorml fll-fond

Dan it-taghlim ghandu jwassal ghal riformi qabel ma jkun tard wisq.
Il-gustizzja socjali trid gabel kollox li kulhadd igawdi dak il-gid kellu L
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jehtieg biex ighix il-hajja tieghu ta’ bniedem bhala persuna fi hdan il-fa-
milja tieghu. Dan irid isehh fil-qasam tax-xoghol fl-industrija, u b’mod spe-
¢jali fil-qasam tax-xoghol tal-biedja.'** Il-bdiewa, l-aktar fit-tielet dinja, hu-
ma l-akbar numru fil-ghadd tal-foqra.'*
G T o

vt sl U A
III. PROMOZZJONI TAS-SOLIDARJETA’

89. Solidarjeta gdida

Is-solidarjeta jitlobha dlrettament il-fatt 1i l-bnedmin huma kollha ah-
wa kemm f’livell naturali u kemm f’livell sopranaturali. Il-problemi socjo-
ekonomici kbar li hawn illum ma jistghux jinhallu jekk ma jinholqux su-
riet godda ta’ solidarjetd: solidarjeta tal-foqra bejniethom, solidarjetd mal-
foqra min-naha ta’ l-ghonja, u solidarjeta bejn il-haddiema u mal-haddie-
ma. Istituzzjonijiet u organizzazzjonijiet socjali f’kull livell, u I-Istat stess,
ghandu jkollhom sehem f’moviment generali ghas-solidarjeta. Meta 1-Knisja
. ssejjah ghal solidarjeta bhal din, turi li hi wkoll impenjata f’”dan b’mod
partikolari.

90. Il-gid tad-dinja nholoq ghal kulhadd

Il-principju li I-gid kollu tad-dinja nholoq ghal kulhadd, flimkien mal-
principju l-iehor li 1-bnedmin ilkoll ahwa sew fil-livell naturali u sew f’dak
sopranaturali, juri liema huma r-rsponsabbiltajiet tan-nazzjonijiet ghonja
lejn dawk fgar. Fost dawn ir-responsabbiltajiet hemm: solidarjeta fl-ghaj-
nuna lill-pajjizi i ghadhom jizviluppaw; gustizzja socjali, billi jigi rivedut
b’mod korrett kull ftehim kummercjali bejn id-dinja tat-tramuntana u dik
ta’ nofs-in-nhar; il-promozzjoni ta’ dinja li tkun tixraq aktar ghall-bnedmin
kollha, jigifieri dinja 1li fiha kull bniedem jista’ jircievi u jaghti, u fejn il-
progress ta’ xi whud ma jkunx ta’ tfixkil ghall-ohrajn, u l-anqas skuza
biex jigu mjassrin.'**

91. Ghajnuna ghall-izvilupp

Is-solidarjeta universali hi mehtiega mill-ordni morali. Hi mehtiega
mhux biss f’kazijiet fejn il-htiega hi kbira u ta’ malajr ghax il-qaghda hi
mwieghra hafna, imma wkoll biex tghin fl-izvilupp. Hi hidma 1i titlob is-
sehem ta’ kulhadd, u titlob sforz flimkien dejjem sejjer biex jinstabu so-
luzzjonijiet tekni¢i konkreti u biex tinholoq mentalita gdida fost in-nies
ta’ zmienna. Il-paci fid-dinja tiddependi hafna minnha.'*?

Iv. DMIRIJIET KULTURALI U EDUKATTIVI

92. Drltt ghall-edukazzlom u l-kultura

L-ingustizzji li hawn fid-dinja ghaliex hemm dlfferenm kbar bejn dawk
li ghandhom f’idejhom il-gid materjali u jistghu juzawh kemm iridu u
dawk li ma ghandhom xejn, huma msiehba u mkabbra mill-fatt 1i xi whud
ghandhom opportunitajiet kbar ghall-kultura u ohrajn ma ghandhom xejn.
Kull bniedem ghandu dritt ghall-kultura, 1i hi 1-mod specifiku ta’ kif bnie-
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dem ighix bhala bniedem, mod li jinkiseb bl-izvilupp tad-dehen tieghu, tal-
virtujiet morali tieghu, tal-hila tieghu li jkollu relazzjonijiet ma’. bnedmin
ohra, u tat-talenti tieghu biex johloq hwejjeg ta’ siwi u sbieh. Minn hawn
tigi 1-htiega li tinxtered u tigi ’1 quddiem dik l-edukazzjoni li ghaliha kull
bniedem ghandu dritt, u li hadd ma jista’ jichadulu. L-ewwel kondizzjoni
ghal dan hi li ma jkun hemm hadd fid-dinja li ma jkunx jaf jaqra u jikteb.'*

93. ‘Rispett ghal-liberta tal-kultura

Id-dritt ta’ kull bniedem ghall-kultura jkun imhares jekk tkun rispet-
tata l-libertd kulturali. Spiss il-kultura tispi¢ca biex issir xi ideologija, u l-
edukazzjoni strument ghall-qadi ta’ xi setgha politika jew ekonomika.

L-awtoritajiet pubbli¢i ma ghandhomx is-setgha 1li jghidu x’ghandha
tkun il-kultura. Dmirhom hu li jgibu ’l quddiem u jharsu l-hajja kulturali
ta’ kulhadd, dik ukoll tal-minoranzi.'®”

94. L-edukazzjoni u l-familja

Id-dmir tal-edukazzjoni hu dmir ewlieni u fundamentali tal-familja. II-
hidma tal-Istat hi sussidjarja, jigifieri I-Istat irid jiggarantixxi, ihares, igib
’il quddiem 1l-edukazzjoni u jghin fejn il-famlja ma tlahhagx. Kull fejn 1-
Istat jippretendi li jkollu l-monopolju fl-edukazzjoni, ikun imur ’l hemm
mid-drittijiet tieghu u jkun jonqos mill-gustizzja. Huma l-genituri li ghan-
dhom id-dritt jaghzlu l-iskola fejn iridu jibghatu ’l uliedhom u d-dritt li
jwaqqfu u jghinu centri edukattivi skond il-konvinzjonijiet taghhom. L-
Istat, ma jistax jikkuntenta li jittollera l-hekk imsejha skejjel privati min-
ghajr ma jonqos mill-gustizzja. Dawn l-iskejjel privati qed jaghtu servizz
pubbliku u ghalhekk ghandhom dritt ghall-ghajnuna finanzjarja.'*®

95. Libertajiet u tishib

L-edukazzjoni li twassal ghall-kultura hi wkoll edukazzjoni dwar l-uzu
tal-liberta b’mod responsabbli. Ghalhekk jekk ma hemmx sistema politiku
u socjali i jirrispetta l-libertajiet u jgibhom ’il quddiem bit-tishib ta’ kul-
hadd, ma jista’ jkun hemm veru progress. Dan it-tishib jista’ jkun ta’
kemm-il sura: dan hu mehtieg bhala garanzija ta’ pluralizmu veru fl-isti-
tuzzjonijiet u fl-inizjattivi soc¢jali. Dan isehh specjalment billi jkun hemm
ghazla cara bejn is-setghat kollha ta’ 1-Istat, ghax b’hekk it-thaddim tad-
drittijiet tal-bniedem, ikun imhares minn xi abbuzi li jista’ jkun hemm min-
naha tal-awtoritajiet ¢ivili. Hadd ma jista’ jigi mcahhad milli jiehu sehem -
fil-hajja politika u soc¢jali, minhabba s-sess, ir-razza u l-kulur, il-qaghda
socjali, l-ilsien u t-twemmin tieghu.'*®* Wahda mill-aghar u l-akbar ingus-
tizzji ta’ zmienna f’hafna pajjizi hi dik 1li twarrab poplu fix-xifer u t-
tarf tal-hajja kulturali, soc¢jali u politika tal-pajjiz.

Meta l-awtoritajiet politici jaghmlu regolamenti dwar l-uzu tal-liber-
tajiet tal-bniedem, ma jistghux inaqqgsu sistematikament 1-uzu ta’ dawn il-
libertajiet bl-iskuza ta’ ordni pubbliku u sigurta. U langas il-prin¢ipju li
jsemmu ta’ “sigurtd nazzjonali’, jew fehma kollha kemm hi ekonomika
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jew felima totalitarja tal-hajja socjali ma ghandhom gatt iKunu agwa mil-
libertd u d-drittijiet taghha.'*°
96. L-isfida tal-inkulturazzjoni

I1-fidi tispiralna Kriterji li jghinuna naghmlu gudizzju tajjeb, turina 1-
valuri, tghidilna kif ghandna nahsbu u nghixu: dan kollu jiswa ghall-ko-
munita kollha tal-bnedmin.'** Ghalhekk il-Knisja, li taghraf x’qieghed ihas-
seb id-dinja tal-lum, tghidilna kif ghandha tkun hajja ta’ kultura 1i fiha x-
~xoghol jigi maghruf fid-dimensjoni kollha tieghu bhala hidma tal-bniedem,
u 1i bika kull hadd isib fix-xoghol 1-opportunitd biex jilhaq il-kebor shih
tieghu bhala bniedem. Dan il-Knisja taghmlu bil-hidma missjunarja tagh-
ha ghas-salvazzjoni shiha tad-dinja, waqt li tirrispetta l-identita ta’ kull
poplu u kull nazzjon.

I1-Knisja li hi xirka li tghaqqad flimkien dak li mhux l-istess u dak 1i
hu haga wahda, ghax tinsab imxerrda mad-dinja kollha, tiehu minn kull
kultura dak li'ssib tajjeb fiha. Izda l-inkulturazzjoni m’hijiex biss adatta-
ment minn barra; hija bidla minn gewwa ta’ valuri kulturali ta’ kull sura,
li jsiru haga wahda mal-Kristjanezimu waqt li t-twemmin nisrani jaghmel
l-eghruq tieghu fil-kulturi kollha tal-bniedem.'** Il-firda bejn 1-Evangelju
u l-kultura hi tragedja, li taghha huma xhieda l-problemi li semmejna
hawn fuq. Ghalhekk hu mehtieg sforz kbir biex kull kultura tigi evan-
gelizzata. Dawn il-kulturi jiehdu hajja gdida mil-laggha taghhom mal-
Evangelju. Izda din il-laggha tissopponi li 1-Evangelju’ jigi mhabbar tas-
sew.!** Imdawla mill-Kon¢ilju Vatikan it-Tieni, il-Knisja trid tuza l-energija
kollha taghha ghal din il-hidma, biex tganqal sforz kbir ta’ liberazzjoni.
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97. Il-kantiku tal-Magnificat

Hienja dik li emmnet (Lg 1,45). Ghat-tislima ta’ Elisabetta lqalb ta’
Omm Alla lissnet il-kantiku tal-Magnificat. Dan il-kantiku jghidilnha li bfidi
u fil-fidi bhal dik ta’ Marija 1i 1-Poplu ta’ Alla juri bil-kliem u jghix il-pjan
tas-salvazzjoni bl-effetti kollha tieghu ta’ helsien fil-hajja tal-individwu u
tas-soc¢jetd. Hu fid-dawl tal-fidi li wiehed jasal biex jifhem kif il-grajja
tas-salvazzjoni hi 1-grajja tal-helsien mid-deni fis-sura l-aktar radikali tie-
ghu, u tad-dhul tal-familja kollha tal-bnedmin fil-veru helsien ta’ wlied
Alla. Dipendenti ghal kollox minn Binha u migbuda kollha kemm hi lejh,
il-Madonna, bil-qawwa tal-fidi taghha, u, hdejn Gesli, hi x-xbieha l-aktar
perfetta tal-helsien u tal-liberazzjoni tal-familja kollha tal-bnedmin u tal-
holgien kollu. Lejha, bhala Omm u Xbieha taghha, il-Knisja trid thares
biex tifhem it-tifsir shih tal-missjoni taghha.

Haga ta’ I-ghageb kif is-sens tal-fidi li jinsab fil-foqra jaghraf sewwa
I-misteru tas-Salib 1i fdiena, u jasal ukoll biex ihobb u jkollu fidué¢ja bla
gjies f’Omm l-Iben ta’ Alla, miqjuma f’tant santwarji.

98. Is-“sensus fidei” tal-Poplu ta’ Alla

Ir-raghajja tal-erwieh u dawk kollha li, bhala sacerdoti, laj¢i, religjuzi
rgiel u nisa, spiss jahdmu f’qaghdiet difficli hafna ha jxandru 1-Evangelju
u jgibu 1 quddiem I-izvilupp shih tal-bniedem, ghandhom jimtlew bit-tama
meta jahsbu x’risorsi ta’ 1-ghageb ta’ qdusija hemm fil-fidi hajja tal-Poplu
ta’ Alla. Dan il-ghana kollu tas-sensus fidei ghandu jkollu kull ghajnuna
biex jasal ghall-milja tieghu u jaghmel kotra kbira ta’ frott. Li tghin il-fidi
tal-foqra biex turi ruhha b’mod car u li tghinhom jghixuha b’meditazzjoni
fil-fond tal-pjan tas-salvazzjoni kif jidher fil-hajja tal-Vergni tal-Magnificat
— dan huwa d-dmir ekklesjali u nobbli li jrid jaqdi t-teologu.

It-teologija tal-helsien u tal-liberazzjoni 1i tidwi fil-Magnificat tal-Ver-
gni Marija u li 1-Knisja tghozz f’qalbha, hi xi haga mehtiega miz-zmien li
fih geghdin nghixu. Izda tkun htija kbira jekk il-qawwa tad-devozzjoni-
jiet popolari indawruha lejn pjan ta’ liberazzjoni kollu kemm hu ta’ din
id-dinja, li malajr imbaghad juri ruhu bhala holma u bidu ta’ suriet ohra
ta’ jasar. Dawk li b’dan il-mod jaccettaw l-ideologija tad-dinja u Il-htiega
tal-vjolenza ma jibgghux aktar fidili ghal dik it-tama, u 'ghall-kuragg u 1-
gawwa taghha, li huma mfahhrin fil-kantiku 1il Alla ta’ kull hniena li tghal-
limna 1-Vergni Marija.

99. Id-dimensjonijiet ta’ helsien veru

Is-sensus fidei jaghraf x’inhu l-qofol tal-helsien li kisbilna 1-Feddej.
Hu helisna mid-deni l-aktar radikali, mid-dnub u s-setgha tal-mewt, biex
jaghti helsien lill-istess helsien u jurih it-triq it-tajba. Din it-triq jurihielna
l-agwa kmandament, il-kmandament tal-imhabba.
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Il-liberazzjoni, fit-tifsira ewlenija taghha, li hi tifsira ta’ salvazzjoni,
issir hidma ghall-nelsien, hidma mitluba mill-ordni morali. F’dan insibu t-
taghlim soc¢jali tal-Knisja, li juri x’ghandha tkun l-imgiba nisranija fis-soc-
jeta.

In-nisrani hu msejjah biex dak li jaghmel jaghmlu skond il-verita,"‘*
u ghalhekk biex ihabrek ha jkun hemm “¢ivilta ta’ mhabba” li dwarha
tkellem il-Papa Pawlu VI.'** Dan id-dokument, ghalkemm ma jippretendix
li hu shih, juri xi direzzjonijiet 1i fihom ghandu jsehh malajr tigdid shih.
' L-ewwel dmir, dak mehtieg biex jirnexxu l-ohra kollha, hu d-dmir tal-ga-
sam tal-edukazzjoni. L-imhabba 1i tmexxi l-impenn taghna, mil-lum ’il qud-
diem, trid taghti hajja lil suriet ohra ta’ solidarjetd. Il-bnedmin kollha ta’
rieda tajba huma msejhin biex jahdmu ha jsehhu minnufih dawn id-dmiri-
jiet 1i I-kuxjenzi ta’ l-insara ghandhom quddiemhom biex jaghmluhom.

Hi l-veritd tal-misteru tas-salvazzjoni li llum ged jahdem biex iwas-
sal il-familja kollha tal-bnedmin mifdijin lejn il-perfezzjoni tas-saltna, tagh-
“ti t-tifsir veru lill-isforzi mehtiega ghal-liberazzjoni fl-ordni ekonomiku, so¢-
jali u politiku u li ma thallihomx jaqghu f’suriet ohra ta’ jasar.

100. I-hidma ghall-gejjieni

Veru li quddiem hidma hekk kbira u hekk komplessa, li titlob is-sag-
rific¢ju tieghek innifsek b’mod tassew erojku, hafna tigihom it-tentazzjoni
li jagtghu galbhom, u ma jemmnux li jista’ jsir xi haga, jew jaghtu ruhhom
ghall-hidma ta’ disperazzjoni. Hi sfida kbira ghat-tama, sew teologika u
sew umana. II-Vergni mahbuba tal-Magnificat li thaddan maghha 1-Knisja
u l-bnedmin kollha fit-talba taghha, hija dik li tqawwi t-tama. Fiha ahna
nikkontemplaw ir-rebha tal-imhabba ta’ Alla li ebda tfixkil ma jista’ jzomm
lura, u fiha naraw ghal-liema helsien gholi Alla jerfa’ ¢-ckejknin. Mit-triq
li 1-Madonna turina, il-fidi li tahdem bl-imhabba trid timxi b’fehma shiha.'*

Wagqt udjenza moghtija lill-Prefett tal-Kongregazzjoni, il-Papa Gwann
Pawlu II ta l-approvazzjoni tieghu ghal din l-istruzzjoni, li kienet giet ac-
cettata mill-Kongregazzjoni ghall-Harsien tal-Fidi f’laggha ordinarja tagh-
ha, u ordna li tigi pubbhkata
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NOTE

1. Istruzzjoni dwar xi aspetti tat-Teologija tal-Liberazzjowi, Dahla.

2. Ara Gaudium et Spes; Digmitatis humanae; Mater et Magistra; Pacem in terris; Popu-
lorum progressio; Redemptor hominis; Laborem exercens; Evangelii nuntiandi; Reconciliatio
et paenitentia; Octogesima adveniens; u d-diskors tal-Papa Gwann Pawlu II fit-tielet kon-
ferenza tal-isqfijiet latino-amerikani f’Puebla f1-1979. Il-Papa kellem drabi ohra dwar dan
is-suggett 1i gie trattat ukoll fis-sinodj talisqfijiet tal-1971 u 1974. Il-Konferenzi Episkopali
latino-amerikani hasbu sewwa dwaru, u gisuh ukoll hafna konferenzi episkopali ohra, v.g.
dik franciza: Libération des hommes et salut en Jésus-Christ, 1975,

3. Octogesima adveniens, nn. 1-4,

Ara Gw 4,42; 1 Gw 4,14.

Ara Mt 28, 18-20; Mk 16,15.

Dignitatis humanae n. 10.

Evangelii nuntiandi nn. 78-80; Dignitatis humanae, n. 3; Redemptor hominis, n. 12.
Libertatis nuntius, XI, n.10.

Redemptor hominis, n. 17; Dikjarazzjoni tal-10 ta’ Marzu 1984 lill-hames kollokwju tal-
guristi.

10. Ara Libertatis nuntius, XI, n. 5; Diskors tal-Papa fil-ftuh tal-konferenza ta’ Puebla, 1979.
11. Ara Gaudium et Spes, n. 36.

12. Ara ibid.

13. Ara loc. cit. n. 41.

14. Ara Mt 11,25; Lq 10,21.

15. Evangelii nuntiandi, n. 48.

16. Ara Libertatis nuntius VII, 9; VIII, 1-9.

17. Ara Gen 1,26.

18, Redemptor hominis, n. 21.

19. Ara Rum 6,6; 7,23.

.20. Ara Gen 2,18.23: “Mhux sewwa li l-bniedem jibga’ wahdu” ...... “Din id-darba din hi
ghadma minn ghadmi u laham minn lahmi”: f’dan il-kliem talIskrittura 1i direttament
huwa dwar ir-relazzjoni bejn ir-ragel u l-mara, nistghu naraw fihom tifsir aktar universali.
Ara Lev 19,18, f

21. Pacem in terris, nn. 5-15; ittra tal-Papa Gwann Pawlu II lil Kurt Waldheim, Segretarju
Generali tal-Gnus Maghquda fl-okkazjoni ta’ eghluq it-30 sena mid-Dikjarazzjoni dwar' id-
drittijiet tal-bniedem; Diskors tal-Papa fil-Gnus Maghquda, 1970.

22. Ara Santu Wistin, Ad Macedonium, II, 7-17.

23. Ara Gen 1,27-28. j

24. Redemptor hominis, n. 15.

25. Ara Gaudium et Spes, n. 13 § 1.

26. Reconciliatio et Paenitentia, n. 13.

27. Gen 3,16-19; Rum 5,12; 7,14-24; Sollemnis professio fidei tal-Papa Pawlu VI tat-30 ta’
Gunju 1968.

28. Ara Rum 1,18-21.

29. Ara Ger 5,23; 7,24; 17,9; 18,12.

30. Santu Wistin, De Civitate Dei, XIV, 28. :

31. Ara Libertatis nuntius, dahla. i ‘ y At
32. Ara Is 41,14; Ger 50,34. “Goel”: il-kelma tfisser rabta bhal dik ta’ grabk bejn min
jaghti l-helsien u dak li jigi mehlus; ara Lev 25,25.47-48; Rut 3,12; 4,11. “Padah” tfisser tik-
seb ghalik innifsek; ara Es 13,31; Dewt 9,26; 15,15; Salm 130, 7-8.

33. Ara Gen 12,1-3.

35. Ara Dewt 6,5.

36. Ara Lg 19,18.

37. Ara Dewt 1,16-17; 16,18-20; Ger 22, 3-15; 23,5; Salmij 33,5; 72,1; 99,4.

38. Ara Es 22, 20-23; Dewt 24, 10-22.

39. Ara Ger 31,31-34; Ezek 36,25-27.

40. Ara Is 11,1-5; Salm 72, 4.12-14; Libertatis nuntius, IV, 6.

41. Ara Es 23,9; Dewt 24,17-22.

42. Ara Salmi 25, 31, 35, 55; Libertatis nuntius, IV, 5.

43. Ara Ger 11,20; 20,12.

44, Ara Salm 73, 26-28.

45. Ara Salmi 16, 62, 84.

46. Ara Sof 3,1220; Libertatis nuntius, IV, 5.

47. Ara Lqg 1,46-55.

48. Ara Marialis cultus, n. 37.

49. Ara Afti 2,39; Rum 10,12; 15,7-12; Ef 2,14-18.

50. Ara Mk 1,15.

51. Ama Is 61,9.
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52.
53.
54,
55.
56.
57.
58.
59,
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.

Ara 2 Kor 8,9.

Ara Mt 25,31-46; Atti 9,4-5.
Libertatis nuntius, IV, 9.

Diskors tal-Papa fi ftuh il-konferenza ta’ Puebla, 1979, 1,5.
Ara Rum 5,10; 2 Kor 5, 18-20.

Ara Gw 15,27.

Ara Mt 5,9; Rum 12, 28; Lhud 12,14.
Ara 1 Kor 15,26.

Ara Gw 1,31; Lhud 2,14-15.

Ara Ef 6,11-17.

Ara Rum 8,37-39.

Ara Rum 8,2.

Ara I Tim 1,8.

Ara Rum 13,8-10.

Ara Rum 13,1-7,

Ara Rum 8,2-4.

Ara Rum 13,1.

Ara Rum 13,8-10; Gal 5,13-14.

Ara Mt 5,43-48; Lq 6,27-38.

Ara Lq 10, 25- 27

Ara v.g. I Tes 2,7-12; Fil 2,1-4; Gal 2,12-20; I Kor 13,4-7; 2 Gw 12; 3 Gw 14; Gw

11,1-5,35-36; Mk 6,34; Mt 9,36; 18,21ss.

73.
74.
75.
76.

Ara Gw 15,12- 13 I gqw 3,16.

Ara Gak 5,14.

Ara I Gw 3,17. : X :
Ara I Kor 11, 17-34; Libertatis nuntius, IV,11. San Pawl stess kien ghamel gabra

ghall-fqar fost il-qaddisin f’Gerusalemm (Rum 15,26).

7,
78.

79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92,
93.
94,
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.

100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.

Ara Rum 8,11-21,

Ara 2 Kor 1,22.

Ara Gak 4,26.

Ara I Kor 13,12; 2 Kor 5,10.

Ara Gw 3,2.

Gaudium et Spes, n. 38 § 2.

ibid. n. 39 § 3.

Ara Mt 24,29-44.46; Atti 10,42; 2 Kor 5,10.

Ara Gaudium et Spes, n. 42,

Ara Gw 17,3. 8

Ara Rum 6,4; 2 Kor 5,17; Kol 3,9-11.

Evangelii nuntiandi, nn. 18,20.

Ara Mt 5,3.

Ara Gaudium et Spes, n. 37.

Lumen gentium, n. 17; Ad Gentes, n. 1; Evangelii nuntiandi, n. 14.
Ara Gaudium et Spes, n. 40.

Ara Reconciliatio et Paenitentia, n. 14.

Ara Libertatis nuntius, XI, 10.

Ara 2 Kor 8,9.

Ara Lq 2,7; 9,58.

Ara Mt 6,19-20; 24-34; 19,21.

Ara Lq 5,11.28; Mt 19-27.

Ara Is 11,4; 61,1; Lq 4,18.

Ara Mk 2,13-17; Lq 19,1-10.

Ara Mt 8,16; 14,13-21; Gw 13,29.

Ara Mt 8,17.

Populorum progressio, nn. 12.46; Dokument tat-tielet konferenza ta’ Puebla, n. 476.
Ara Atti 2,44-45. y

Ara It-tieni Sinodu, Relatio ' finalis, II, C, 6; Evangelii nuntiandi, n. 58; Mensagem

as communidades de base tal-Papa Gwann Pawlu II, Manaus fl-10 ta’ Lulju 1980.

106.
107.
197,
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.
113.
114.
115.
116.

Ara Mt 22,37-40; Rum 13,8-10.

Ara Octogesima adveniens, n. 4; Diskors tal-Papa fil-ftuh tal-konferenza ta’ Puebla,
111,7.

Ara Mater et Magistra, n. 235.

Ara Gaudium et Spes, n. 25.

Ara Mater et Magistra, nn. 132-133.

Ara Quadragesimo Ammo, nn. 79-80; Mater et Magistra, n. 138; Pacem in terris, n. 74.
Ara Evangelii nuntiandi, n. 18; Libertatis nuntius, XI, 9.
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IL-PASTORALI TAR-RANDAN

Eghziez hutna u mahbubin uhedna,

Rega’ wasal ir-Randan. Izda nistaqsu: Ir Randan
ghad ghandu importanza f’hajjitna? Ir-Randan ghad fa-
dallu xi tifsira ghal Zminijietna issa li 1-Knisja naqgset
hafna 1-granet tas-sawm li kienu jsiru matul ir-Randan?

Ir-Randan ghadu jezisti u ghandu messagg ghalina
lkoll. Ir-Randan jibga’ jezisti u jibqa’ wkoll mehtieg. Ir-
Randan jibga’ mehtieg sakemm il-bniedem, li hu mahluq
biex ihobb u jservi lil Alla, jibga’® mdahhal fit-tagbida
kontra s-saltna tax-xitan, u ghalhekk, jibga’ jinhtieg il-
grazzja t’Alla. U dan iz-zmien tat-taqbida, li beda mill-
bidu nett tad-dinja, jibga’ sejjer sa l-ahhar zmien tal-haj-
ja tal-bniedem fuq din l-art, kif sa l-ahhar ukoll Gesl jlb-
ga’ jhobb u jigri warajna.

Jidher ¢ar minn dan li r-Randan mhux xi drawwa li
ghamel il-bniedem izda hija s-sejha ta’ Gesl lill-bniedem.
Kif ghamel fil-bidu tal-hajja pubblika tieghu, Gesu ged

“jerga’ jwassal lil kull wiehed u wahda minna l-istedina
tieghu biex inwarrbu d-dnub u I-hazin u naghmlu t-taj-
jeb.

Gesll ged jistedinna nikkonvertu u bhala ghajnuna
biex ningatghu mill-ghadu taghna, id-dnub, u nduru lejh,
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Gesul jheggigna ghas-sawm u l-penitenza. Jehtieg li nsu-
mu u naghmlu penitenza, izda biex permezz tas-sawm u
l-penitenza, nithejjew ahjar ha nilgghu l-ghajnuna t’Alla
biex nindmu tassew minn dnubietna, nersqu lejn il-qrar u
t-tgarbin, u nghixu fi hbiberija ma’ Alla u ma’ hutna I-
ohrajn kollha. Dan hu dak li Geslu ged jistenna minna
lkoll meta 1-Knisja tniedi r-Randan. Quddiem Alla jghodd
mhux tant kemm insumu u naghmlu penitenza dags
kemm li f’dak li naghmlu jkollna r-rieda tajba li nilgghu
s-sejha ta’ Gesli u nikkonvertu.

Hija haga tajba li nisimghu l-quddies, nitgarbnu, in-
sumu u naghmlu penitenza. Izda fuq kollox huwa impor-
tanti i ahna jkollna fehma tant soda li nduru lejn Alla
u nikkonvertu, li naslu biex, niedma ghan-nuqqasijiet
taghna, ngieghdu lilna nfusna quddiem Gesu li ta hajtu
ghalina, u nghidulu: “X’ghandi naghmel Mulej?”

Biex naslu ghal din ir-rieda tajba jehtieg li nkunu
lesti li nharsu lejna nfusna, nammettu li ahna magqsumin
fina nfusna bejn dak li hu tajjeb u li hu hazin, u b’ku-
ragg naghmlu ghazla bejn it-tajjeb u l-hazin, bejn dak
li jrid Alla u dak li jrid ix-xitan u niehdu decizjoni favur
Gesil ta’ Nazaret. Hija decizjoni 1i mil-lum ’il quddiem
ahna rridu li Alla ghalina jkun l-ewwel u qabel kollox.

Ahna certi li ahna lkoll nghidu li rridu naghmlu din
l-ghazla favur Gesu. Izda l-kliem mhux bizzejjed: jehtieg
li nkunu nafu u naccettaw 1i Gesi jrid li fil-hajja taghna
jkun wahdu. Fi kliem iehor, ahna rridu l-ewwel ingarrfu
u nwarrbu barra minn qlubna 1-idoli kollha li jkunu hadu
post Gestl.

Wiehed jista’ jistagsi: X’inhuma dawn l-idoli? Dawn
l-idoli taghna ma ghadhomx l-allat foloz ta’ zmien l-im-
ghoddi. L-idolu huwa dak li nhobbu izjed milli nhobbu
lil Alla, li jsir is-sid ta’ qalbna u jaghmilna lIsira tieghu.
Ghal xi whud dawn l-idoli jistghu jkunu I-flus, il-lussu, is-
sess, il-poter, l-indipendenza, il-libertd u ohrajn. Ahna
naslu biex naduraw lil dawn 1-idoli bhallikieku alla veru.
U ghalkemm ma ngimuhomx b’xi ¢erimonja religjuza, ma-
dankollu huma marbutin hafna ma’ qalbna u naghmlu
minn kollox biex inzommuhom. Meta jsir uzu hazin minn
dawn il-hwejjeg materjali, ahna naghmluhom idoli tagh-
na u nkunu nqumu Kkontra Alla, ghaliex inkunu ghazilna
I-hwejjeg mahluga gabel ii-Hallieq, u ghalhekk ma nagh-
tux lil Alla I-gieh li jisthoqqlu bhala Alla veru. Meta jigri
dan inkunu nqumu kontra hutna u nbiddlu f’ghodod ta’
hsara l-hidma taghna bhala bnedmin, li Alla jrid li ahna
nuzaw biex inservu lil Alla u lill-ohrajn,
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Dawn l-idoli igarrqu bina ghaliex jippermettu li ah-
na nkomplu nidhru 1li ahna nsara meta fil-fatt ahna nku-
nu geghdin nitbeghdu minn Alla u mill-proxxmu min-
habba fihom. Zgur li hadd minna ma jrid ighid 1i ma
jhiobbx lil Alla u lill-proxxmu. Madankollu sewwa li nis-
tagsu jekk ahniex nghixu b’mod li nwarrbu lil Alla minn
hajjitna jew nghixu bhallikieku m’hemmx Alla u
proxxmu.

Kultant minhabba x-xewqa esagerata taghna li ma
nkunu niddependu minn hadd, naslu biex ingajmu diffi-
kultajiet kontra kull dipendenza, sahansitra minn Alla.’
Dan jigri, per ezempju, meta nghidu li nhobbu lil Gestu
u l-Knisja tieghu u fl-istess hin, kontra r-rieda ta’ Alla
nnifsu 1i ghamel iz-zwieg, nongsu li nieqfu lill-mentalita
divorzista ta’ zmienna, u naslu sahansitra biex nidraw u
naccettaw l-infedelta u l-prattici illeciti kontra t-tnissil
ta’ l-ulied. _

Kull hidma jew professjoni ghandha 1-valur u l-awto-
nomija taghha. Ghal xi whud din l-awtonomija legittima
tinbidel f’idolu ghaliex jahsbu li jistghu jaqdu l-hidma jew
il-professjoni taghhom minghajr ma tkun imdawla u
mmexxija mil-ligi ta’ Alla u tal-Knisja tieghu bhallikieku
dawn il-nidmiet ma jiddependux minn Alla.

Hija haga sabiha li I-bniedem ihobb u japprezza I-
liberta, u jfittex il-libertd. Izda ghal xi whud il-liberta ssir
idolu ghax jikkoltivawha b’mod hazin u jaslu biex jah-
sbu li huwa tajjeb taghmel kollox, imqar il-hazin, basta
joghgbok, basta jagbillek. Xi whud biex ma jiksruhiex ma’
hbiebhom, jabbuzaw mil-liberta taghhom u jaghmlu dak
li jitlob minnhom haddiehor anke meta jafu li dan Alla
ma jridux.

Kultant il-bniedem ipoggi 1-flus bhala 1-valur l-aktar
importanti fil-hajja tieghu. F’kaz bhal dan il-bniedem isir
ilsir ta’ xoghlu stess u ghall-flus jasal li jittraskura 1-
hajja socjali, kulturali u spiritwali tieghu. Jasal biex jit-
traskura sahansitra l-familja tieghu. Meta 1-flus isiru ido-
lu, dawn jinbuttawna biss biex naghmlu u nkabbru I-
gligh, akkost li nwarrbu ghal kollox l-ordni morali. Ma
naraw xejn hazin li nittrattaw lil min jahdem maghna
mhux bhala bniedem, bl-imhabba, bir-rispett u d-dinjita
li tisthoqqlu, izda bhala sempli¢i ghodda ta’ produzzjoni.

Ghal xi whud dan l-idolu jista’ jkun id-dar. Hafna hu-
ma dawk li jixtiequ jibnu jew isebbhu d-dar taghhom. Din
hija xewqa tajba. Izda kollox ghandu hinu u waqtu. Uhud
madankollu, iridu 1li jkollhom kollox malajr, bil-periklu
Kbir 1i jitilfu l-ordni tal-valuri tal-hajja mizzewga. Ma ja-

428



fux jistennew u jaghmlu haga wara l-ohira, ma jharsux
safejn jaslu l-mezzi taghhom minghajr ma jitghabbew
b’dejn kbir. U biex ikollhom kollox u kemm jista’ jkun
malajr, dawn jingatlu b’hafna xoghol, bir-rizultat li haf-
na drabi jittraskuraw lil Alla, jittraskuraw l-imhabba ta’
bejniethom u jittraskuraw ir-responsabbilta 1li jkabbru
I-familja i jrid minnhom Alla. Ghal dawn id-dar tal-gebel
tigi gabel il-hajja tal-familja.

' Semmejna xi whud mill-idoli ta’ Zminijietna 1i jgibu
kull xorta ta’ dizordni fil-hajja taghna, fl-imgiba taghna
ma’ Alla u ma’ l-ohrajn. Gesli, ghalhekk, iheggigna nwar-
rbu ghal kollox dawn 1-idoli jekk irridu nikkonvertu u
nwarrbuhom mhux biss ghal zZmien ir-Randan jew ghal
xi okkazjonijiet specjali, izda matul hajjitna kollha, hi
x’inhi 1-pozizzjoni u r-responsabbilta taghna.

Bhala bnedmin inhossuha bi tgila nwarrbu dawn I-
idoli ghalkemm huma ghodod tax-xitan. Langas ghandna
l-hila, bil-qawwa taghna biss, li nehilsu mill-jasar ta’
dawn l-idoli. Madankollu Gesui jaghmlilna kuragg u jis-
tedinna nkunu nies hielsa billi nke¢¢u minna 1-idoli tagh-
na, id-dnub. Dan nistghu naghmluh ghaliex il-Mulej, bil-
mewt u l-gqawmien tieghu, mhux biss helisna mill-jasar
taghhom, izda tana l-qawwa biex niggeddu minn gewwa
u nkecéu darba ghal dejjem minn qlubna x-xitan, biex
Gesl ta’ Nazaret ikollu l-ewwel post f’hajjitna. B’rahan
ta’ dan minn galbna naghtukom il-barka pastorali taghna.

Ilum, 10 ta’ Frar, 1986, solennita ta’ San Pawl, Ap-
postlu ta’ Malta.

t GUZEPPI,
Arcisqof ta’ Malta.

1 NIKOL,
Isqof ta’ Ghawdex
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DISKORS TA’ MONS. ARCISQOF LILL-MIZZEWGIN GODDA

Mahbubin mizzewgin godda, ged
niehu pjacir li ghandi din l-okkaz-
joni niltaga’ maghkom. Mat-tisli-
jiet u x-xewqat sbieh tieghi, li jien
nixtieq naghti lil kull koppja gdi-
da, nixtieq inwasslilkom ukoll 1-
imhabba Kkbira li Gesli u 1-Knisja
ghandhom ghalikom.

Jiena zgur li meta intom iltgaj-
tu ma’ xulxin l-ewwel darba, meta
intom hsibtu biex tizzewgu u meta
weghdtu li tkunu haga wahda fir-
rabta qaddisa taz-zwieg, intom
kellkom rieda tajba, rieda qawwija
li tibnu hajja mizzewga tajba, li
tibnu familja sabiha kif iridha Alla.

Din ir-rieda tajba jiena cert
minnha u ta’ dan ta’ min ifahhar-
kom.

Madankollu, biex issehh ix-xew-
ga u l-holma taghkom li tkunu ha-
ga wahda fiz-zwieg kif irid Gesl
u kif tghallem il-Knisja, barra r-
rieda tajba minn naha taghkom,
jehtieg ukoll li tpoggu lil Kristu
fl-ewwel - post fil-hajja taghkom,
jehtieg li fil-hajja taghkom bhala
mizzewgin, Kristu jkun jagsam
maghkom il-hajja ta’ kuljum. Gesu
ma tistghux tghaddu minghajru
jekk tridu tibnu zwieg Kkattoliku
tajjeb.

Ir-rabta taghkom fis-Sagrament
taz-zwieg hija mgaddsa minn
Kristu nnifsu, li gholla z-zwieg
ghad-dinjita ta’ Sagrament. U I-
imhabba taghkom tkun tassew im-
habba genwina dagskemm tkun
tixbah l-imhabba li Kristu ghandu

lejn il-Knisja, jigifieri lejna lkoll.

Naqgraw fl-Ittra 1li San Pawl Kiteb
lill-Efesin, 1i Kristu stess ried 1i r-
ragel ihobb lill-mara, u I-mara
thobb lir-ragel kif Kristu jhobb
lill-Knisja.

L
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Alla, permezz tas-sacerdot, bie-
rek iz-zwieg taghkom, bierek ir-
rabta taghkom, rabta li ghandha
tkun dejjem fidila, dejjem generu-
za, u dejjiema sal-mewt.

Bhalma Gesu jahseb fil-Knisja
tieghu, jghinha fid-dghufija tagh-
ha, ifejjaq il-griehi taghha u jahf-
rilha n-nuqqgasijiet taghha ghaliex
ihobbha, ghaliex ' il-Knisja hija I-
istess Gisem Mistiku ta’ Kristu,
hekk ukoll intom ghandkom thob-
bu lil xulxin.

Fittxu 1li taghtu kollox 1il xul-
xin, lilkom infuskom, u mhux tik-
kalkulaw u tistudjaw x’se tiehdu
minghand xulxin. Din il-generozi-
ta tistghu tghixuha biss jekk thal-
lu lil Gesi jghix fikom u intom
tghixu f’Gesi.

Minn hawnhekk il-htiega 1i kul-
jum issibu z-zmien biex tithaddtu
flimkien, biex taraw flimkien il-
problemi tal-hajja gdida taghkom
u biex tithaddtu wkoll bejnietkom
fuq id-diffikultda 1i kultant thossu
biex thobbu lil xulxin. Dan aghm-
luh akkost ta’ kollox.

Izda biex taghmluh tajjeb, hemm
bzonn li ssibu l-hin biex kuljum
titolbu flimkien u tersqu wkoll ta’
sikwit lejn is-Sagramenti. Huma s-
Sagramenti li jghinukom meta I-
monotonija tal-hajja ta’ kuljum tis-
ta’ tberred il-qawwa ta’ l-ewwel
imhabba taghkom. Huma s-Sagra-
menti li jridu jghinukom biex ma
tfasslux il-hajja mizzewga tagh-
kom fuq l-istampa hazina tal-haj-
ja mizzewga li mhux rari jippre-
zentaw il-mezzi ta’ komunikazzjo-
ni. Dawn jipprezentaw iktar tfix-
kil milli ghajnuna biex tissahhah
ir-rabta taz-zwieg, biex tinzamm
il-fedelta, u biex tghozzu u tkat-



tru l-hajja b’sens ta’ responsab-
bilta.

Huma jipprezentaw din l-istam-
pa hazina ghaliex ma fehmux is-
sbuhija tal-familja kif iridha Alla
u allura jpoggu fi krizi 1-familja,
iz-zwieg, l-imhabba, il-fedelta, it-
tkattir ta’ l-ulied, ir-rispett lejn
xulxin u d-dinjita ta’ l-istess hajja.

Stampa bhal din, tafu dagsi, hi-
ja stampa falza, u meta ssibkom
nieqsa mir-rabta taghkom ma’ Al-
la, aktarx titfakom fil-kruha u I-
hsara tal-frustrazzjoni u ta’ l-ego-
izmu u ta’ l-infedelta. Stampa bhal
din taghmel hsara kbira ghaliex
bil-mod il-mod iggeghlek thares
lejn il-familja u z-zwieg nisrani
bhala haga iebsa, bhala riskju Kbir
u hekk tnissel sfidu¢ja u biza’ fiz-
zwieg nisrani u tnibbet u xxerred
mentalita divorzista li tfarrak iz-
zwieg u s-socjeta.

Fil-fatt minn dejjem kien hawn
nuqqasijiet ta’ infedelta, izda 1-
haga gdida li qeghda tinhass fost-
na, huwa I-fatt li l-infedelta gegh-
da bhal tindara mis-socjeta bhala
stil ta’ hajja li ma ghadux jixxok-
kjana, bhal haga li m’hi xejn.

Din il-mentalita 1i diehla anki
fil-generazzjoni li ghadha tiela’
hija ta’ deni kbir mhux biss ghaz-
zwieg nisrani izda anki ghas-soc-
jeta.

Nixtieq niehu din l-okkazjoni
biex nirringrazzja lill-genituri
taghkom. Hafna minnkom jafu t-
trobbija tajba u l-ezempju nisrani
taz-zwieg lilhom, u ta’ dan ghand-
kom ghax tkunu rikonoxxenti lej-
hom. 1Izda dagshekk iehor intom
responsabbli biex turu lil uliedkom
u lis-soc¢jeta taghna — bl-ezemp-

—
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ju tal-hajja nisranija taghkom —
kif wiehed ghandu jghix iz-zwieg
nisrani minkejja d-diffikultajiet li
ghandha ma’ wic¢cha llum il-hajja
mizzewga.

Ghixu hajja li tixhed l-ghozza u
rispett taghkom ghall-familja u z-
zwieg Kkattoliku, ghall-fedelta u

‘ ghall-hajja.

Uru li intom tridu tghixu u
mhux twarrbu l-impenn tal-hajja
gdida taghkom.

Poggu l-imhabba taghkom ghal
xulxin gabel kull egoizmu, u kunu

- xhieda, bil-hajja taghkom stess, li

l-valuri nsara tat-tama u tal-fiduc-
ja ma huma qatt mirbuha mid-dif-
fikultajiet li wiehed jistenna wkoll
fil-hajja taz-zwieg.

Ersqu spiss lejn Gesu fis-Sagra-
menti tal-Knisja u hekk tkunu fa-
milji tassew insara li tharsu lejn
id-diffikultajiet kollha 1li jistghu
jingalghu mhux b’sens ta’ pessi-
mizmu izda b’tama u fiducja f’Alla
li zgur ma tonqoskom qatt.

Nixtieq naghlaq billi nirringraz-
zja lil Alla ghall-gid kollu li sar
fostna permezz tal-Moviment ta’
Kana, li din is-sena ged jiccelebra
t-30 sena ta’ hidma.

Nirringrazzja lin-nies li taw is-
sehem taghkom, anki b’sagrific¢ju
personali kbir, biex jippreparaw I-
gharajjes ghaz-zwieg, biex jibnu
familji nsara tajbin, biex ighinu lil
tant mizzewgin isolvu Il-problemi
li jkollhom. .

Ta’ dan Kkollu nirringrazzjakom
u jalla 1-Mulej ikompli jwettaq din
il-hidma taghkom bil-grazzja tie-
ghu.

18 ta’ Jannar, 1986



- DISKORS TA’ MONS. ARCISQOF LILL-GURNALISTI — 23/1/86

Nixtieq nirringrazzjakom hafna
ta’ din l-istedina taghkom. Huwa
pjacir tieghi niltaga’ maghkom
spec¢jalment f'din l-okkazjoni sabi-
ha tal-patrun taghkom San Fran-
gisk de Sales. Din hija opportuni-
ta ghalija biex intennilkom ir-
rispett lejkom kif ukoll Il-ammi-
- razzjoni u l-gratitudni ghall-hidma
taghkom bhala gurnalisti.

Intom tpoggu l-hidma taghkom
taht il-harsien ta’ dan il-gaddis:

taghmlu haga tajba; u dan taghm-

luh halli bl-intercessjoni tieghu
Alla jdawwalkom biex tfittxu I-
verita, thobbuha u xxandruha. Il-
verita hija l-qofol u l-pedament ta’
kull ma hu tajjeb u sabih.

Il-hidma taghkom jisthoqgilha r-
rispett u r-rikonoxxenza ta’ kul-
hadd. Hija hidma 1li ghandha bhala
ghan ewlieni s-servizz lill-bnie-
dem: tahdem ghall-gid tal-bniedem
billi thabrek halli fis-socjeta jkun
hemm il-gustizzja, is-sliem, il-hel-
sien u l-progress. Hija hidma kbi-
ra u sabiha, izda dagshekk iehor
hija iebsa: titlob dejjem min-
ghandkom rieda tajba u tistenna li
intom ukoll, f’hafna c¢irkostanzi,
taghmlu sagrificcji u taccettaw li
tghaddu minn tfixkil u tbatija. Ta’
dan kollu ta’ min jirringrazzjakom
u jfahharkom.

Jisthoqqgilkom l-appogg ta’ kull
min ihobb il-verita, ta’ kull min
ihobb il-bniedem u jrid il-helsien
shih tieghu. Jehtieg li l-bniedem
isib ghajnuna xierqa biex igib ’il
quddiem il-valuri kollha tieghu,

kemm materjali u spiritwali, u -

jkun jghix skond il-vizjoni tal-haj-

ja tieghu. )
Il-missjoni taghkom hija vokaz-

zjoni marbuta mal-bniedem; hija
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vokazzjoni, ghalhekk, li trid tid-
dawwal dejjem mill-imhabba ta’
Alla lejn il-bniedem u hekk tirrif-
letti r-rabta li hemm bejn Alla u 1-
bniedem. :

San Frangisk de- Sales, kunu
zguri, ma jehdix ighinkom fil-ga-
di tal-missjoni taghkom billi jinter-
cedi ghalikom ha tkunu dejjem
nies li jkollkom fidi f’Alla u fiduc-
ja u kuragg fil-bniedem.

Meta intom tkunu nies li taccet-
taw lil Kristu fil-hajja taghkom ta’
gurnalisti, intom thaddmu dan il-
mezz ta’ komunikazzjoni, il-gurna-
lizmu, ghall-gid tal-bniedem. Tafu
tajjeb, min-naha l-ohra, li bil-hid-
ma taghkom tistghu tghinu wkoll
biex jitkabbru t-tensjonijiet 1i jkun
hawn u hekk, kif ighid il-Papa, ig-
gibu ’l quddiem suriet godda ta’
ingustizzji u ta’ tkasbir tad-dritti-
jiet tal-bniedem”.

Il-gurnalizmu, -biex ikun ta’ ser-
vizz lill-bniedem, . irid jahdem
ghall-verita: irid ikun hieles, f’kel-
ma wahda, minn ‘kull abbuz u kull
diskriminazzjoni 1li jistghu jigu
minn gawwiet ta’- bosta suriet,
bhal ma huma l-gawwa politika,
ekonomika jew ideologika. L-in-
formazzjoni taghkom trid tkun in-
formazzjoni li ma tkunx imposta,
kif ighid il-Papa: “minn min gie-
ghed fil-gholi jew minn dak li jkun
gieghed jitlob is-sugq u l-pubblic¢i-
ta.” :

Jentieg li l-informazzjoni li tin-
ghata tkun vera. Izda dan mhux
bizzejjed: jehtieg 1li tkun kostrut-
tiva, ta’ ghajnuna biex il-bniedem
jikber fil-maturita u r-responsab-
bilta. Fi kliem iehor, filwaqt i tin-
ghata I-informazzjoni, jehtieg ukoll
li r-rieda tajba taghkom u l-ispirtu



nisrani jinhass u jidher biex idaw-
wlu lil haddiehor. Ghalhekk ma’ I-
informazzjoni jridu jidhru wkoll il-
valuri li intom, bhala nsara, thad-
dnu.

L-informazzjoni li twasslu lill-
bniedem, trid tkun ghall-edukaz-
zjoni tieghu. L-informazzjoni hija
dejjem xi sura ta’ twegiba ghall-
ghazliet li wiehed ikun ghamel u

ghalhekk meta hemm informaz-
zjoni li tmur Kkontra I-valuri tal-
hajja, kontra I-bniedem jew id-

drittijiet tieghu, wiehed ma jistax
ihalli  l-informazzjoni wahedha,
minghajr ma jghid ukoll, fejn jin-
htieg, it-tajjeb 'u 1-hazin taghha.
Dan jitlob mill-gurnalisti onesta

u hafna drabi sagrific¢ji. Il-Papa
jeghid li min jahdem fil-qasam tal-
komunikazzjoni  socjali ghandu
jzomm quddiem ghajnejh li gabel
kull lealta u responsabbilta li jista’
jkollu minhabba xi kuntratti mal-
gurnal jew ir-radju jew it-t.v. li
maghhom ikun jahdem, huwa
ghandu dmirijiet lejn il-verita, lejn
il-pubbliku u lejn il-gid komuni
tas-socjeta.

Egheziez gurnalisti, intom tist-
ghu taghtu kontribut siewi hafna
bil-mod kif twasslu l-informazzjo-
ni biex iggibu ’l quddiem il-verita
u hekk tghinu biex kulhadd ighix
bhal ahwa ghall-gid ta’ kulhadd.

OMILIJA TA’ L-ARCISQOF FPHAMIS IX-XIRKA FILGHODU

Hamis ix-Xirka huwa l-jum li
fih ahna ni¢celebraw it-twaqqif ta’
1-Ewkaristija kif = ukoll it-twaqgqif
tas-sacerdozju. Dawn huma zewg
grajjiet li jaghmlu dan il-jum gha-
ziz hafna ghall-insara kollha.

Fit-twaqqif tal-Ewkaristija u tas-
sacerdozju ahna nilmhu l-imhabba
bla qjies i Alla ghandu ghalina
midinbin. Biex isalvana, ihabbibna
mill-gdid mieghu u jaghtina hajja
gdida, Alla baghat fostna 'l Ibnu
l-wahdieni u riedu jaghti Il-istess
hajtu u jibga’ realment maghna.

Hamis ix-xirka huwa jum gha-
ziz ghalina lkoll, imma, ghalina s-
sacerdoti, dan huwa jum specjali.
Huwa I-jum taghna; illum hu I-
festa tas-sacerdoti.

Wiehed ihoss li llum hu tabil-
haqq jum il-festa taghna meta ja-
ra dan in-numru hekk sabih ta’ sa-
cerdoti, djacesani u religjuzi, mig-
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burin flimkien, biex f’ghaqda
mieghi, l-isqof taghkom, nicceleb-
raw l-Ewkaristija.

Dawn is-sacerdoti ]fakkxum fix-
xoghol pastorali li ged iwettqu
b’generozita kbira u sagrificcju
f’ghagqda ma’. l-isqof ghas-salvaz-
zjoni tal-erwieh. Qed jigu quddiem
ghajnejja tant u tant sacerdoti u
religjuzi li ged jahdmu fartijiet
barra minn- Malta kif ukoll is-sa-
cerdoti morda li ged jitgaddsu u
jgaddsu ’l -ohrajn bit-tbatija tagh-
hom.

Ta’ dan kollu nixtieq pubblika-
ment nuri lejn kull wiehed l-istima
u l-imhabba tieghi fil-waqt 1i ni-
tlobhom jahfruli - n-nuqqgasijiet tie-
ghi lejhom: jiena ghandi d-dmir Ii
nwettaghom fil-gadi tas-sacerdoz-
ministerjali taghhom.

Ingbarna flimkien biex nuru, fil-
prezenza taghkom il-lajc¢i, il-ferh



taghna lil Gesli. Ahna ferhanin bis-
sacerdozju taghna li jsehibna fis-
sacerdozju wahdieni ta’ Kristu.
Minhabba dan is-sehem taghna,
ahna s-sacerdoti ghandna rabta

fondamentali ma’ Gesu, rabta li
tferrahna. ,
Ahna s-sacerdoti ghandna

wkoll rabta shiha maghkom gha-
liex ahna sacerdoti mhux ghalina
nfusna, imma ghalikom, ghal-laj-
¢i. Ahna sacerdoti biex nghinu-
kom halli 1-hajja taghkom tkun
tixhed dejjem ahjar l-ispirtu nisra-
ni li jitlob is-sacerdozju taghkom
bhala mghammdin.

Dan hu I-ferh 1i gej mill-fedelta
taghna ma’ Gesu u 1-Knisja tieghu
u maghkom ilkoll. U kien biex ah-
na s-sacerdoti jkollna tassew dan
il-ferh 1i 1-Papa baghat lilna s-sa-
cerdoti, ghal din l-okkazjoni ta’
Hamis ix-Xirka, ittra dwar is-sa-
cerdozju tal-Kurat ta’ Ars. Il-Papa
jixtieq ighinna nghixu dejjem ak-
tar din il-fedelta fuq l-ezempju ta’
dan il-kappillan gaddis u mahbub
minn kulhadd.

II-Papa jkellimna dwar San
Gwann' Marija Vianney bhala ez-
empju ta’ hajja sacerdotali. Din
il-hegga ghall-gid ta’ l-erwieh Kkie-
net frott tal-imhabba kbira tieghu
lejn Alla: il-hegga tieghu kienet
kbira u qawwija ghaliex kienet it-
twegiba tieghu ghall-imhabba li
wriena Gesl msallab. Kien ta’
spiss ighid: ‘“Alla tieghi, nixtieq
immut inhobbok milli nghix mu-
ment minghajr ma nhobbok”. Din
il-hegga kienet tispikka hafna fil-
hegga tieghu ghas-sagrament tar-
Rikonciljazzjoni: kien ighallem lill-
insara x-xewdga ghall-indiema u
jinsisti fuq il-gmiel tal-mahfra u 1-
imhabba. Kellu hegga biex iwassal
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il-kelma ta’ Alla u biex isieheb il-
bnedmin fl-Ewkaristija.

F’din l-ittra 1-Papa jghinna nin-
notaw li din il-hegga sacerdotali
tal-Kurat ta’ Ars tat hafna frott
ghaliex hu dejjem stinka biex ikol-
lu xebh dejjem akbar ma’ Gesu.

Ma kienx kuntent biss bil-qadi
tal-ministeru ritwali tas-sacerdoz-
ju: hin twil ta’ qrar, prietki u jit-
kellem u jfarrag lil kulhadd. Ried
ikun b’qalbu u hajtu kollha ghal
Gestl. U dan ghamlu permezz tat-
talb.

It-talb kien ir-ruh ta’ hajtu: talb
fis-skiet, quddiem it-tabernaklu,
jarawh in-nies jitlob.

Faqar — kull ma Kkellu kien jagh-
tih lill-fgar. -

Ubbidjenza lejn Kristu li tfisser
ubbidjenza lejn il-Knisja u lejn 1-
Isqof.

Cahda tieghu nnifsu: kalunnji,
nuqgqgas ta’ ftehim ma’ sacerdot li
kien ighinu.

Mortifikazzjoni: mhux bizzejjed

li ma jgergirx, imma jfittex Ii
jeghakkes gismu u jaghmel peni-
tenzi.

Jaghmel penitenzi ghall-imhabba
ta’ Alla u ghall-konversjoni tal-
midinbin. Lil sacerdot li kien qed
jaqta’ galbu qallu: “Int tlabt, bkejt;
imma somt? ghamilt sahriet?
Ghax Gesu darba gal: “Din is-sura
titkecca biss bis-sawm u t-talb”.
F’kelma wahda kien jitqaddes biex
ikun jista’ jgaddes ahjar lill-ohrajn,
biex ighinhom jiddisponu ruhhom
ahjar biex jilgghu l-effetti tas-sag-
ramenti. Thobb lil Alla ghal dawk
li ma kinux ihobbuh u jaghmel pe-
nitenza ghal dawk li ma kinux
jaghmluha. Raghaj li kien haga
wahda mal-merhla tieghu.
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F11 thurgua tal-lejla 1-Knisja tic-
celebra t-twaqqif tal-Ewkaristija.
Tigi quddiem ghajnejna l-ahhar ik-
la 1i Gesii ghamel ma’ 1-Appostli
meta offrielhom bhala ikel il-
Gisem tieghu moghti ghalina u d-
Demm tieghu imxerred ghal kul-
hadd. Din l-okkazjoni tfakkarna
wokll fil-hasil tar-riglejn ta’ 1-Ap-
postli minn Gesu nnifsu.

Xi tfisser 1-Ewkaristija? Ghal-
fejn waqqaf Gesl l-Ewkaristija?

L-Ewkaristija hi l-prezenza reali
u vera ta’ Gesit glorjuz imgajjem
mill-imwiet, taht ix-xbihat tal-hobz
u l-inbid.

L-Ewkaristija turina l-imhabba
bla gjies li Alla, Missierna, ghan-
du lejna midinbin: Alla ried li Ib-
nu l-wahdieni jibga’ maghna wara
li jaghti hajtu stess biex isalvana
mid-dnub. Gesl kisbilna hajja gdi-
da; waqqgaf l-Ewkaristija biex ikun
jista’ jaghtina u jsahhilna 1-hajja;
jigifieri, min irid, ikun jista’ jghix
hajja tassew hielsa ghaliex tkun
hajja fejn tghammar it-Trinita qad-
disa.

Din -il-hajja gdida ghalhekk ma
tfissirx biss il-hajja taghna wara 1-
mewt, izda trid tfisser ukoll il-
hajja li nghixu bejnietna fuq din 1-
art.

Meta Gesu ta Gismu - bhala ikel
u Demmu bhala xorb, ried jaghti
u juri l-ahhar xewqat tieghu dwar
kif ahna bhala ahwa ghandna
nhobbu ’l xulxin.

Meta waqqaf 1-Ewkaristija, Gesll
jurina mhux biss imhabbtu ghali-

na izda wkoll kif l-imhabba ta’

bejnietna trid tmexxi I-hajja tagh-
na ta’ kuljum,

Biex jibga’ maghna sa l-ahhar,
kif habb ghall-ahhar lil tieghu, li
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kienu fid-dinja, Gestu tana lilu
nnifsu bhala ikel u bhala xorb:
f’kelma wahda, Gesu ried li hu
jghix fina u ahna nghixu bih u
fih; insiru haga ‘wahda tant li
Gesu ikun il-valur assolut taghna,
ma nqieghdu qatt lil Gesu fit-tie-
ni post.

Ahna nkunu haga Wahda ma’
Geslt meta ngibu ruhna ma’ xulxin
kif Gest kien igib ruhu ma’ Kull
wiehed u wahda minna: blmhab-
ba shiha.

Ghalhekk ié-éelebra.zzjoni .tal-
lejla ged titlob minna .l-impenn i
l-hajja taghna bejnietna trid tkun
imfassla fuq l-imhabba ta’ Gesil
ghalina.

U l-imhabba li Gestu ghandu lej-
na tidher sewwa mill-imgiba tie-
ghu fil-hasil tar-riglejn. Hija mhab-
ba 1i tfisser qadi, servizz; hija
mhabba 1i tinfirex fuq haddiehor
u mhux tinghalaq fiha nfisha. Hi-
ja ¢-cahda tieghek innifsek biex
taghti 1-hajja 1lil haddiehor.

Gesli, i  hu - 1-Imghallem, ma
stmerrx li jkun ta’ servizz ghall-
Appostli. Kien ifittex Hu nnifsu li
jigborhom mieghu, ighaggadhom
mieghu. Kien jaf li minghajru ma
jistghu = jaghmlu xejn u ghalhekk
dejjem fittex 1i jkollhom I-ghajnu-
na tieghu. Habbhom fid-dghufija
taghhom.

Geslt dan ghamlu bhiex iwissina
fuq il-htiega ta’ din ix-xirka ta’
mhabba bejnietna. Biex nersqu
lejn 1-Ewkaristija u Gesu jkun ha-
¢a wahda maghna, jehtieg li galb-
na tkun imnaddfa minn kull dnub
ta’ mibeghda. Ma nistax jien in-
zomm -ruhi mifrud minn hija jew
ohti u fl-istess hin irrid inkun ha-
ga wahda ma’ Gesil.



Alla, ghax habbna tassew, ried
li jkun hemm mill-gdid relazzjo-
nijiet ta’ ghagda mieghu, minke;j-
ja li ahna tbeghedna minnu min-
habba d-dnub. Gesl ried jaghtina
jdejh u jwizinna nitilghu mill-wa-
gqghat taghna, mill-umiljazzjoni
taghna. Fejn hemm I-imhabba

hemm il-qawwa tat-tama u tal-fej-

gan ghax l-imhabba tohloq mill-
gdid relazzjonijiet tajba ta’ ghaq-
da, kif turina l-imhabba ta’ Alla
ghalina,

Ma nibgghux lura ma’ min of-
fendiena: jehtieg li nkunu ahna
minn ta’ l-ewwel biex inwaqqfu. 1-
paci bejnietna. Ma hemmx lok ta’
skuzi quddiem l-imhabba ta’ Gesu
ghalina.

U nkunu nhobbu tassew lil Geslt
fl-Ewkaristija jekk gabel nersqu
biex niehdu °’l Gesli bhala ikel u
xorb, l-ewwel nahfru lil min hu
hati ghalina u nhobbuh u nixtiqu-

In 1-gid u nitolbu ghalih.

Gesi habbna; u l-imhabba tieghu
swietlu 1-prezz ta’ hajtu stess. Dan
ighallimna li ahna, meta nersqu
ghat-tgarbin, ma nistghux nersqu
bhala drawwa, ma nistghux ners-
qu bhala mistednin ghal xi ikla;
meta nersqu biex nitgarbu nkunu
nersqu biex indahhlu lil Geslii gew-
wa fina, biex Gesli jghix fina u
ahna fih; jehtieg ghalhekk 1i 1-ew-
wel ikollna l-pac¢i ma’ kulhadd
f’qalbna biex inkunu nistghu nagh-
tu l-merhba tal-paci lil Gesut Ew-
karistija.

Minn hawn ningharfu li nir¢ievu
’l Gesu f’qalbna meta jkollna ma’
kulhadd il-pac¢i u l-imhabba, ukoll
meta dan, biex naghmluh, jiswiel-
zjoni. Geslli tana ezempju li biex
ikollna l-pac¢i u l-imhabba, wasal
biex issagrifika lilu nnifsu.

OMELIJA TA’ L-ARCISQOF FIL-VGILI TA’ L-GHID

II-Knisja trid li dan il-lejl gad-
dis ikun okkazjoni ta’ festa mfis-
sra bid-dwal, id-daqq tal-gniepen
u l-kant tal-Hallelujah.

Izda sew li nistagsu: “Ghalfejn
il-Knisja trid taghmel festa?”’ Ir-
risposta hija din: IlI-Knisja trid li
llum tkun ghodwa ta’ festa biex
glubna ta’ spiss imtaqqla jinfethu
ghall-festi ta’ hajja gdida u hielsa,
ta’ hajja fil-Mulej. Nifirhu ghax
Geslt gam mill-imwiet; nifirhu
ghax il-qawmien ta’ Gesii huwa
realta konkreta u 1-fidi° taghna
ghalhekk  ghandha tabilhagq peda-
ment sod u gawwi. ;

Nifirhu bil-qawmien ta’ Gesll
mill-imwiet; izda 1-Knisja trid 1i 1-
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Ghid ikun ghalina mhux biss tifki-
ra jew cerimonja ta’ grajja li ghad-
diet: imma l-ferh ta’ realta gdida
li hija taghna, realtad 1li hi taghna
llum u tibga’ tul hajjitna kollha. Il-
Knisja ghalhekk trid li ahna nhos-
su li 1-Ghid huwa I-festa taghna,
ta’ kull wiehed u wahda minna.

Il-qawmien ta ’Gesutt jolgot il-
hajja u l-ezistenza kollha taghna.
Il-Knisja trid li ahna permezz ta’
Gesut rxoxt u flimkien mieghu,
nghajtu bil-ferh ghaliex ahna zguri
mill-qawmien taghna, ghaliex nafu
bir-rebha tal-hajja fuq il-mewt
taghna.

Permezz tal-qawmien ta’ Gesl
mill-imwiet ahna l-bnedmin ghand-



na realtad gdida, hajja gdida u hiel-
sa minn kull jasar tad-dnub, haj-
ja gdida li ggieghelna nfittxu mhux
il-hwejjeg ta’ din l-art, imma I-
hwejjeg tas-sema fejn Kristu hu
fuq il-lemin ta’ Alla.

Kristu gam mill-imwiet u ahna
wkoll irxuxtajna ma’ Kristu u
ngarrbu gewwa fina r-rebha tal-
hajja fuq il-mewt.

Il-Knisja trid 1li 1-festi ta’ 1-Ghid
ma jkunux ghalina okkazjoni ta’
aljenazzjoni, ta’ harba mit-togol
tal-hajja taghna ta’ kuljum. Jeh-
tieg li nghixu r-realtad tal-hajja
taghna, izda bil-qawwa li nqumu
mid-dnub ghall-hajja gdida u hiel-
sa fil-grazzja.

Id-dnub jaghmilna Isiera u jgib
mieghu inkwiet, firda, mibgheda u
kull xorta ta’ ngustizzja u vjolen-
za. Il-bniedem mahkum mill-viz-
zju, ihoss li ma ghandux hila jag-
bad hajja gdida, hajja tajba u
hielsa. Mahkumin mill-mibeghda,
inhossu li ma nistghux inhobbu, ir-
ridu 1-gid u nitolbu ghal min hu
hati ghalina. Ir-ragel jew il-mara
mizzewga li jkunu tilfu l-imhabba
ghal xulxin, ihossu li ma jistghux
jinqatghu mill-imhabba illegittima
li forsi ghandhom lejn haddiehor.
Il-bniedem mahkum mill-flus u I-
frughat ohra tad-dinja ma jafx
kif jista’ jasal biex jobdi aktar lil
Alla milli lill-bnedmin u l-gibdiet
hziena tieghu.

Meta ahna nkunu mahkumin
mid-dnub, ahna fil-fond ta’ qalbna
nbatu u fl-istess hin naqtghu galb-
na li nistghu gatt ikollna mill-gdid
hajja hielsa minn kull hakma tal-
hazin; f’kelma wahda, nbatu u ma
nharsux lejn Alla ghall-ghajnuna,
ghall-ferh ghaliex f’hafna okkazjo-
nijiet nitilfu kull tama ta’ ferh,
kull tama f’Alla.

Ghaliex ilkoll' ninsabu f’din is-
sitwazzjoni ta’ dnub, il-Ghid ighi- .
dilna nifirhu ghaliex il-qawmien
ta’ Gestt huwa l-qawmien taghna
minn kull jasar. Kull wiehed min-
na, minkejja d-dnubiet tieghu, jis-
ta’ jikseb hajja gdida u jkollu 1-
ferh f’qalbu. Il-qawmien ta’ Gesl
ighidilna li dak li hu iebes u im-
possibbli ghall-bnedmin, huwa fac-
li ghal Alla. U hawn jidhol Alla: li
jaghtina I-ferh u l-pac¢i ta’ galbna
li ahna wahedna ma nistghux nas-
lu biex niksbu.

II-Knisja trid li naghmlu festa
ghaliex il-hakma tad-dnub spiccat
u l-bniedem jista” dejjem iqum
mill-waqghat tieghu u jkun bnie-
dem gdid, hieles minn kull jasar.
Jehtieg biss li nemmnu li Alla
jhobbna u jinteressa ruhu fina, jix-
tieq li nhobbuh, li jidhol fil-hajja
taghna u naghtuh l-ewwel post fil-
hajja u fl-eghmil kollu taghna.

Jehtieg nemmnu li Alla jista’
kollox u ghalhekk jisboq kull hsieb
u gawwa taghna. Dan naghmluh,
meta minflok ninghalqu fina nfus-
na fid-dwejjaq u l-gwaj taghna,
ahna nharsu lejn Geslu rxoxt li re-
bah id-dnub u l-mewt u nitolbuh
jghinna biex permezz tieghu nku-
nu nies hielsa, moghnija b’hajja
gdida, il-hajja ta’ l-istess Alla li
jista’ kollox.

Gestt hu Alla haj li jista’ kollox.
Bizzejjed nafu mill-qari tal-Evan-
gelju illi Gestt kien ga gam meta
l-bniedem haseb 1li rnexxielu jeqir-
du billi gatlu, difnu u ghalqu b’geb-
la f’qabar u ghamel ghassa mal-
qabar.

Geslt gqam, tana I-ferh ta’ hajja
gdida 1i hi 1-hajja taghna f’ghaqda
ma’ Kristu hajja li nixtieq  tku
taghkom ilkoll. /



MESSAGG TA’ L-ARCISQOF FL-OKKAZJONI TAC-CENTINARJU
TAL-KONVERZJONI TA’ SANTU WISTIN

Fl-ittra 1i baghat lis-sacerdoti
kollha ghal Hamis ix-Xirka din is-
sena, il-Papa kiteb 1i lkonverSJom
hi dejjem sigriet tal- qlub li ma hu-
miex imxekklin f’eghmilhom u fl-
istess hin ukoll hi sigriet tal-graz-
zja ta’ Alla, ghalkemm lill-midneb
Ii jikkonverti langas jongsu d-dawl
li jigih mill-ministeru tas-sacerdot
li, bil-kelma tieghu, idawwallu 1-
kuxjenza u jurih it-triq li twasslu
ghand il-Missier (ara n. 11).

Dan kollu narawh isehh, b’mod
tassew ta’ l-ghageb, fil- ha]]a ta’
Santu Wistin: proprju din is-sena
1-Knisja gieghda trodd hajr lil Alla
ghaliex, sittax-il mitt sena ilu,
sehh il-miraklu tal- konverSJonl t1e-
ghu, miraklu tal-grazzja ta’ Alla
bhal dak ta’ San Pawl. Izda jekk
il-konversjoni ta’ San Pawl sehhet
minnufih, malli, fit-triq ta’ Damas-
ku, Gesi lil San Pawl gallu: “Saw-
lu, Sawlu, ghaliex gieghed tipper-
segwitani?” (Atti 9 4), dik ta’ San-
tu Wistin hadet iz-zmien u hi
ghalhekk ta’ taghhm ghalma k1f
]ahdem Alla fil- qalb tal bmedem
bil-grazzja tleghu u bil-ministeru
tal-Knisja.

Omm Santu Wistin, Santa Mo-
nika, sa minn tfulitu kltbltu mal-
katekumeni, izda hu ma giex
mghammed minnufih ghax dak iz-
Zmien kienet drawwa li s-subien
ma ]ghammduhomx qabel jikbru u
juru x’hajja se jghixu. Ghalkemm
mhux mghammed, Santu Wistin,
sa minn c¢kunitu, tghallem min-
ghand ommu jhobb ’il Krlstu u jif-
hem li ma hemmx isem iehor
moghti lill-bnedmin li bih jistghu
jkunu salvi (ara Atti 4,12), u meta,
zaghzugh ta’ xi hmistax-il sena,
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wara li kien qgara l-ktieb ta’ Cice-
run, Hortensius, tant xeghel b’im-
habba ghall-verita u tant xtaq jik-
sibha li mar ifittixha fl-Evangelju,
ghax kien zgur li kien se ]Slbha
biss fi Kristu. Izda meta beda jag-
ra 1-Evangelju sab li l-kliem li bih
kien miktub kien dghajjef wisq
hdejn dak tal-kotba li kellu f’1de]h
u ghalhekk warrab 1-Evangelju fil-
genb, minghajr ma naggas xe]n
mill- ghatx = tieghu ghall -verita.
F’dak iz-zmien Alla lagqghu mal-
Manikej, nies li kienu ]ghldu li hu-
ma biss kellhom il- Venta kollha
issieheb maghhom, izda mala]r in-
tebah kemm kien fleragh khem-
hom, ghax hadd minnhom, lanqas
lllktar wiehed gharef fosthom
Fawstu l-isqof taghhom, bmedem
dhuli hafna izda ma jaf xe]n ma
seta’ jwiegeb ghall- mistogsijiet 11
kienu ilhom zmien ihabblu mohh
Santu Wistin. Kien il- Mule] i be-
da ]mexx1h mill-widien mudlama
tad -dinja tal-frugha u tal-gerq biex
iwasslu ghandu.

Ghalkemm baqa’ zmien sewwa
msieheb mal-Manikej, qatt ma sar
w1ehed minnhom, dejjem bit-tama
li xi darba ghad jikseb il-verita
shiha; izda ghadda wkoll minn xi
wagqtiet ta’ zmien li fihom gieh il-
h31eb li forsi l-verita gatt ma tis-
ta’ tinkiseb zgur.

Sa dan it-tant sab ruhu Milan, u
hemm il-Mulej laggghu ma’ San
Ambrog kienet ommu, Santa Mo-
nika, li qatt ma qatghet galbha li
xi darba tara ’l binha nisrani
mghammed, li baghtltu ghand lls-
gof bxi diffikultajiet taghha. San
Ambrog laqghu bil-qalb u pim-
habba kbira, izda 1-laggha ma’ San



Ambrog 1lil Santu Wistin ma im-
pressjonatux, u langas impressjo-
nawh il-festi kbar li saru wara li
nstabu l-igsma tal-martri ta’ Milan,
San Gervasju u San Protasju, u I-
grajjiet l-ohra tal-knisja ta’ Milan,
grajjiet li fihom Santa Monika ha-
det sehem shih. Izda laqtuh il-
priedki ta’ San Ambrog: kien imur
jisimghu mhux biex jitghallem
minn ghandu l-verita, imma ghax
kellu fama ta’ oratur kbir. U I-
Mulej ingeda bi kliem San Ambrog
beix idawwal il-fehma ta’ Santu
Wistin u jaghtih twegiba shiha
ghall-mistogsijiet li kien ilu s-snin
jaghmel lilu nnifsu. Bi kliem San
Ambrog Alla wassal lil Santu Wis-
tin ghall-konversjoni fil-fehmiet
tieghu, wasslu biex jaghraf 1i I-
verita shiha kienet biss fil-Knisja
ta’ Kristu, fil-Knisja Kattolika.
Ghalkemm zgur mill-verita tal-
fidi nisranija, kien ghadu dghajjef
hafna fir-rieda tieghu; kien ihossu
minghajr hila 1i jinfatam ghal kol-
lox mir-rabtiet tal-hajja tad-dinja

li kien ighix, biex ighix hajja nis-

ranija. Izda 1-Mulej kien qrib tie-
ghu wkoll f’dan il-waqt u baghat-
lu sacerdot twajjeb biex ikellmu
dwar il-konverzjoni ta’ wiehed
mill-agwa ghorrief ta’ dak iz-
zmien u dwar il-hajja boghod mid-
dinja ta’ hafna nies fil-monasteri;
semmielu 1-fatt ta’ zewg zghazagh
fis-servizz tal-imperatur li hallew
karriera mill-isbah biex jagdu biss
il-Mulej fit-talb u l-penitenza.
Santu Wistin gietu ghira gaddi-
sa ghal dawn in-nies: “Jekk dawn
kienu kapaci jirbhu lilhom infus-
hom wu jiccahhdu minn kollox ha
jaqdu 1-Mulej, ghaliex jien 1le?”. U
mhawwad u mbikki mar wahdu
fil-gnien tad-dar fejn kien jogghod,
u f’dagga wahda sema’ gisu ghan-
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ja ta’ tfajjel zghir: “Hu u aqra! Hu
u aqra!” Qam, ha f’idejh ktieb li
sab quddiemu, u beda jagra:
“Mhux bl-ikel izzejjed u s-sokor,
mhux biz-zina u tbahrid, mhux bil-
glied u l-ghira, imma ilbsu lil Sid-
na Gest Kristu” (Rum 13,13-14).
Minnufih gheb minnu kull ma kien
gieghed ixekkel ir-rieda tieghu;
hass ruhu hieles ghal kollox li jaq-
di 1-Mulej, u jagdih billi joffrilu
hajtu kollha mhux biss bhala nis-
rani imma wkoll bhala ministru

tal-verita. Konvertit fil-fehma u
fir-rieda, Santu Wistin qabel jit-
ghammed ried ighaddi xi Zmien

ta’ gabra ma’ hbiebu, jiddiskuti
maghhom ha jsaffi ruhu minn kull
fdal tal-fehmiet qarrieqa li kien
haddan. Snin wara, meta kien is-
qof, huwa u jistqarr l-eghmejjel
kbar tal-hniena ta’ Alla mieghu, ki-
teb: “Kemm - habbejtek tard, ja
gmiel hekk gadim u hekk gdid,
kemm habbejtek tard! U ara int
kont gewwa fija u jien barra min-
ni nnifsi... kont mieghi u jien ma
kontx mieghek... int sejjahtli u
ghajjattli... bhal berqa xhett id-
dija tieghek fuqi u keccejt il-gha-
ma tieghi...” (Conf. 10,27). Bi klie-
mu stess Santu Wistin jistgarrilna
li 1-konverzjoni tieghu kienet egh-
mil ta’ Alla li, bil-grazzja tieghu,
bit-talb u 1-biki u t-thabrik ta’
Santa Monika, bil-kliem ta’ dawk
li Itaga’ maghhom, kien gieghed
jahdem f’qalb Santu Wistin biex
iwasslu ha jkun wiehed mill-akbar
gaddisin tal-Knisja.

Il-konverzjoni ta’ Santu Wistin,
din is-sena, ghandha tkun stedina
ghalina 1koll biex gatt ma naqtghu
galbna mill-qawwa tal-grazzja ta’
Alla, i tahdem fil-qalb ta’ kull
wiehed minna u, bil-ministeru tal-
Knisja, tkun hatar u ghaslug tagh-



na fil-mixi, f’din id-dinja sakemm
ma_ nxekkluhiex bir-ras iebsa
taghna. .
Jalla lkoll kemm ahna ngharfu
naghmlu uzu tajjeb mit-taghlim li
taghtina 1-grajja tal-konverzjoni
ta’ Santu Wistin, u b’rahan ta’
dan minn qalbi kollha naghti lill-

komunita agostinjana Maltija u lil
dawk kollha li se jiehdu sehem fil-
festi li se jsiru b’tifkira tal-mirak-
lu tal-konverzjoni ta’ Santu Wis-
tin, il-barka pastorali tieghi.

Ilum, 23 ta’ Marzu, 1986, nhar
Hadd il-Palm u 1-Passjoni tal-
Mulej.

INTERNATIONAL ANTI-DRUG CONFERENCE
ARCHBISHOP’'S MESSAGE

Gentlemen, et

With great pleasure I have ac-
cepted your invitation to be pre-
sent and . address, the ’inaugurél
session of the International Anti-
Drug Conference, B being held on
the initiative of the Lions’ Club,
Malta. Drug addiction is one of
the great social problems of to-
day, a problem which is troubling
the whole of modern society, and
governments everywhere, faced
with this serious  problem, are
actively and urgently taking con-
crete steps to finda solution to the
problem: _ this conference, clearly
shows that even here in Malta we
are very much aware of the pro-
blem, and my presence here this
morning is a clear indication that
even the Church is very much
aware of the problem and would
like to help in its solution.

The, Church’s mission is not
that of the State, but the Church
has received from God the Word
of Truth which enlightens men’s
consciences; by proclaiming this
Word of Truth the Church shows
her solidarity with today’s society
in its problems, reminding all that
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the great social problems of today
are also moral problems.

Drug addiction is not only a so-
cial problem and a social malady;
it is also a moral problem and the
Church therefore can give a posi-
tive lead to its solution. In actual
fact the Church has already given
a significant contribution through
Caritas Malta, the Church organ-
isation for the co-ordination and
the development of the social and
the charitable activities of the
Church in Malta. Among other
services Caritas offers prevention
and  action  programmes in
schools and in the community,
and rehabilitation to drug abusers
and their families.

The Church thus, with the
means at her disposal, is already
helping drug addicts to rehabili-
tate themselves; she is also educa-
ting people and pointing out the
social and moral evils of drug ad-
diction; she can also indicate the
causes which lead many people to
become drug addicts. But the
Church cannot track down drug
trafficers, stop them from doing
harm, punishing them. This is the



duty of the State and I am pleased
to say that recently the, Maltese
Parliament has taken steps to
solve the problem _ ; i

But if we really want to. solve
the drug.problem, we must _try to
find out why people become drug,
addicts. ‘Who are the drug ad-
dicts? = Generally you meet them
among the unemployed the frust-
rated, among people from broken
families or families with pro-
blems, among ' people with no
ideal in life, people. who have only
experienced the dark side of life,
who turn to drugs for a brief spell
of joy and pleasure, a spell which
ultimately may lead ,them to a
slavery from which death alone
can free them.

Frustration _and, unemployment
can_be overcome by an. enhghten-
ed government policy which would
provide work for all, and work ac-
cording to one’s inclinations and
wishes. The problems of broken
families can be solved by  social
workers: both. the Church and the
Government have social workers,
who are doing sterling work, in
spite of great difficulties coming,
more often than not, from the
families, themselves. The activities
of social workers can only be suc-
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cessful if they are considered not
simply as the performance of a
duty attached to an office, but as
a_mission. in favour of. those less
fortunate in society, and therefore
more in_ need of help, In this the
Church is the leader for she con-
tlnually insists that all those who
work  for the benefit of others
should be 1nsp1red by the spirit of
Christ, who went about domg
good and heahng all (Acts 10,38)
Where the spirit of Christ is mis-
:sing,. something essential to the

success, of any social activity will

be lacking, for, unless one is
moved by love for his fellow-men,
he will never succeed in his work,
and true love for one’s fellow-
men, is that inspired by the ex-
ample of Christ.

Because all the s001a1 activities
of the Church are inspired by
Chrlst a country which refuses
the Church’s help. is doing a dis-
service . to its people. Here in Mal-
ta we do appreciate the Church’s
role in the social field and we
pray God that co-operation be-
tween Church and Government in
this field will continue for the be-
nefit of all so that, with God’s
blessings, in a short time, our drug
problem will be solved.



Cirkulari Nru. 157 &

ID-DJAR TAT-TFAL

Nhar il-Hadd, 2 ta’ Frar, il-Knisja ticcelebra |-Festa tal-Prezentazzjo-
ni tal-Mulej, maghrufa fostna bhala 1-Festa tal-Kandlora.

Fil-bidu tal-Quddiesa principali ta’ din il-gurnata jitbierku x-xemghat
mixghula li jkollhom f’idejhom dawk li jkunu geghdin jiehdu sehem fic-
celebrazzjoni. Ix-xemgha mixghula hi simbolu ta’ Kristu, id-dawl tad-dinja.

Sa minn zmien l-aktar qadim ezistiet f’pajjizna d-drawwa li, f’funzjo-
ni apposta, il-Kappillani jikkonsenjaw wahda mix-xemghat imbierka lil
Mons. Arcisqof bhala xiehda tal-ubbidjenza filjali taghhom lejn ir- Ragha]
Spiritwali tad-Djocesi.

L-offerta tax-xemgha mill-Kappillani kif ukoll tal-gbir ghad-Djar tat-
Tfal sejra ssir matul Quddiesa solenni li Monsinjur Arcisqof sejjer jikkon-
celebra fil-Konkattidral ta’ San Gwann nhar it-Tnejn, 3 ta’ Frar, fis-
6.30 p.m.

Hi tama taghna li, bhal fis-snin l-imghoddija, dawn l-offerti jkunu
mill-aktar generuzi u li jkunu wirja sin¢iera ta’ l-imhabba li lkoll ghandna
lejn dawk li jinsabu fil-bzonn ta’ ghajnuna.

Ghandna wkoll i¢-certezza li ghall-Quddiesa tal-prezentazzjoni ta’
dawn l-offerti lil Monsinjur Arcisqof jattendu nies mill-Parrocci kollha ta’
Malta u li jissiehbu mill-qrib fil-Liturgija Ewkaristika billi jersqu b’qalb
niedmna lejn it-tqgarbin imqgaddes.

Din is-sena l-gabra f’kull Parro¢¢a ghandha ssir fil-Quddies kollu tas-
Sibt filghaxija u tal-Hadd, 25 u 26 ta’ Jannar.

Mahruga mill-Kurja tal-Arcisqof, Floriana, illum 14 ta’ Jannar, 1986.

ANNETTO DEPASQUALE
Kancellier
CARMELO XUEREB,
Vigarju Generali.
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Cirkolari tad-Direttur tad-Djar tat-Tfal

Ghaziz hija fi Kristu,

L-Ufficcju Centrali ghad-Djar
tat-Tfal, flimkien mal-Kapillani,
geghdin jorganizzaw gurnata de-
dikata lit-tfal fil-kura taghna fis-
26 ta’ Jannar, fl-ahhar Hadd qabel
il-Festa Liturgika tal-Kandlora.

Qeghdin nitolbuk, gentilment sa-
biex tinghagad maghna halli lill-
pubbliku- Malti nfakkruh fit-tfal
fil-bzonn, xinhu jsir ghalihom, u
kif jistghu jaghtu s-sehem tagh-
hom. /

Xi punti li jistghu jghinuk twas-
sal dan il-messagg huma: (1) L-Uf-
ficcju Centrali, li gieghed taht il-
Palazz ta’ 1-Arcisqof il-Belt ighag-
qgad, ighin, u jmexxi d-Djar tat-
Tfal kollha li huma parti mill-Kum-
missjoni Djoc¢esana. Huwa dan I-
Ufficcju fejn wiehed japplika sa-
biex idahhal u johrog it-tfal mid-
Djar tat-Tfal. Huwa 1-Uffi¢¢ju
wkoll 1li jsegwi l-hajja tat-tfal fil-
kura tar-religjuzi u jaghti pariri u
jorganizza t-training ta’ l-istaff.
Ikun miftuh kuljum, barra 1-Hamis
u lI-Hadd, 9 — 12 a.m.

(2). Huma 14 id-Djar tat-Tfal 1i
jmexxi 1-Uffic¢ju. Fihom hemm
tfal minn trabi ta’ ftit granet sa
tfajliet li waslu biex jizzewgu.

(3). Ghandna Dijar li fihom nil-
qghu tfajliet 1i jkunu sejrin isiru
ommijiet.
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(4). Tkun idea tajba li wiehed
ifisser fil-qosor hafna, ix-xoghol li
I-Kummissjoni - twettaq fid-Djar
tat-Tfal e.g. ghajnuna lit-tfal orfni,
abbandunati, tfal minn familji se-
parati, morda, hafna drabi mental-
ment, tfal li numru konsiderevoli
minnhom  gejjin minn familji
mhawwda ec¢¢. Id-Djar tat-Tfal
jaghmlu hilithom sabiex jissostit-
wixxu ghal dan kollu, b’imhabba u
dedikazzjoni Kkbira. Dan jinvolvi
eluf ta’ liri fi spejjez. Niddependu
kwazi ghal Kkollox mill-karita.
Ghalhekk tkun ta’ ghajnuna kbira
jekk inhegguhom jaghtu flus u/jew
oggetti ta’ 1-ikel (mhux hwejjeg
jew toys) u ghajnuniet ohra (e.g.
fil-homework, xoghol manwali,
hrug tat-tfal, jobs ghaz-zghazagh
ece).

(5). Nghinu lill-pubbliku jhossu
konxju  tar-responsabbilta  lejn
dawn it-tfal 1i bi dritt gqeghdin ji-
tolbu minn ghandna dak li fil-hajja
rcevejna ahna, imhabba u attenz-
joni.

Nirringrazzjak bil-quddiem tal-
kooperazzjoni tieghek. Jekk ikol-
lok xi kaz 1i tahseb nistghu nghi-
nu fih, irreferihulna u naghmlu
kull ma nistghu.

Fr. ARTHUR BARBARA,
Direttur.



Gabra ghad-Djar tat-Tfal

KANDLORA "86 Lm Mgabba

: ™ Msida
Attard ‘ 292 Naxxar
Balluta 500 Paola (Kristu Re)
Balzan 130, Paola (Lourdes)
B’kara. (S. Elena) 745, Qormi (S., Gorg)
B’kara (S. Guzepp Had) 655, Qormi (S. Bast;an)
B’buga 4 ‘ 190 . Qrendi
Burmarrad 150 Rabat
Cospicua ., ' 305, Safi
Dingli. 163, S.. Giljan
Fgura: 220 S. Gwann
Fleur. de Lys 100 S. Lucija
Floriana ' 301.05 S. Pawl il-Bahar
Gharghur 133.95. S. Venera
Ghaxag 159.56, Senglea, .
Gudja ; 124 Siggiewi
Gzira 475 Sliema (Stella Maris)
G’mangia 123 Sliema (S. Cuor) .,
Hamrun (Kuncizzjoni) 31L Sliema (S. Girgor)-
Hamrun (S. Gejtanu) 200 Sliema (Nazzarenu)
Kalkara 191y Tarxien . .. .
Kirkop 47 Ta’ Xbiex
Lija 350 Valletta .(S. Pawl)
Luga 307.85 Valletta (S. Duminku)
Manikata 44 Valletta -(S. Wistin). .
Marsa (Trinita) 229- Valletta (K. Katidral)
Marsa (M. Regina) - 133 .Vittoriosa
M’xlokk YA ) 135 Wied il-Ghajn
Mdina - : 28 Zabbar
Mellieha - 288 Zebbug
Mgarr : . 206 Zejtun
Mosta ; 832 Zurrieq

oy

150
300.56
211
651
81
202.20,6
170
190
585
55

1024.91

462
203
259
193.85
246 .
180,
559.10
260.95
315
220.
456
105
23L
399
114
180
170.76
85
479
340
273.05
504



Omelija ta” Mons. Arcisqof fl-okkazjoni tal-Festa tal-Kandlora-
f'San Gwann, il-Belt .
3 ta’ Frar 1986

-~ Ingbarna hawn il-lejla biex in-
geddu drawwa sabiha; gejtu l-lejla
biex f’isem il-parrocéi taghkeom,
tipprezentaw xemgha mbierka fil-
funzjoni tal-bierah, lili bhala r-
raghaj u l-ghassies tal-poplu ta’
Alla f’din il-gzira; gejtu flimkien
mar-rapprezentanti tal-parroceéi
taghkom biex turu r-rabta li-hemm
bejnietna lkoll, bejni bhala l-isqof
taghkom wu bejnkom il-kappillani
shab mieghi fil-herqga pastorali
ghall-poplu ta’ Alla, u dawk koll-
ha, sacerdoti, religjuzi u lajéi, li
f’kull parro¢ca ged jahdmu - ghall-
bini tas-saltna ta’ Kristu fid-dinja.

Gejtu mhux biss iggibuli' xe-
mgha li bid-dawl taghha 'merfugh
fil-gholi tfisser il-herga - taghna
lkoll biex nahdmu halli Kristu jkun
verament id-dawl li jdawwal id-
dinja. Imma intom gejtu wkoll biex
toffruli l-ghajnuna taghkom ghal
dawk li fost it-tfal Maltin huma 1-
inqas ixxurtjati ghax ma jistghux
igawdu l-hena fid-dinja. L-offerta
taghkom turi li intom fhimtu sew-
wa li s-servizz ta’ l-imhabba ghal
min hu fil-bzonn huwa l-ewwel
dmir taghkom bhala I-poplu ta’
Alla kollu ‘mehdi fl-ghemil it-taj-
jeb.

L-offerta tax-xemghat u l-offerti
taghkom ghad-djar tat-tfal din is-
sena rrid ingishom bhala wirja ta’
dak 1li ghalih irid iwassal il-Pjan
Pastorali 1li ghadni kemm habbart.
L-ghan ewlieni tieghu hija l-evan-
gelizzazzjoni u din trid issehh fl-
ambjenti kollha tal-hajja Maltija,
. fil-familji, fid-dinja tax-xoghol,
fid-dinja tal-kultura, u trid issehh
bil-hidma taghna lkoll: isqof, sa-

cerdoti, religjuzi u lajci.

Ix-xemgha li intom: ser toffruli
hija xhieda li intom ilkoll se tku-
nu msehbin mieghi fil-hidma ta’ I-
evangelizzazzjoni,  hidma biex
twassal :id-dawl ta’ Kristu fil-fa-
milji kollha ta’ Malta; fil-postijiet
kollha tax-xoghol, kull fejn jingha-
ta taghlim u edukazzjoni lit-tfal u
z-zghazagh biex bhala l-irgiel u n-
nisa: ta’ ghada jkunu c¢ittadini.-u
nsara tajba.

Din il-hidma ta’ l-evangelizzaz-
zjoni trid - twassal biex nagharfu
ahjar - x’inhi - 1-Knisja u l-missjoni
taghha fid-dinja, halli ahna bhala
membri hajja: tal-Knisja ta’ Kristu
naghtu sehemna biex din 'il-mis-
sjoni tikber dejjem.aktar u tissah-
hah. Izda: biex dan ' isehh, irridu
nghixu hajja ta’ rabta shiha mal-
Mulej, rabta: li :tigi. mis-sehem
taghna fic-Celebrazzjoni tas-sagra-
menti, l-aktar ta’ l-Ewkaristija: u 1-
Penitenza.

Ghaliex ahna bnedmin - dghajfa,
jehtigilna niggeddu bla heda fil-
hsibijiet u l-ghemil kollu taghna u
nfittxu Kkontinwament ir-rikencil-
jazzjoni ma’ Alla u mal-bnedmin
hutna u npattu  ghan-nugqasijiet
taghna b’ghemil ta’ penitenza u
sagrifi¢cju.

L-Ewkaristija mbaghad ghandha
tkun il-qofol tal-hajja taghna bha-
la nsara ghaliex biha ssehh dejjem
aktar ix-xirka wahda ta’ mhabba
ma’ Kristu u ma’ hutna l-bnedmin
l-ohra.
 Meta naghmlu dan naslu biex
nifhmu ahjar il-misteru tat-tbatija
fil-hajja  taghna ta’ kuljum u
f’qaghda ta’ mhabba ma’ kull min
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hu mgarrab u gieghed ibati, noffru
t-thatijiet taghna ha ntemmu f’gi-
simna dak li hu nieqes mit-tbati-
jiet ta’ Kristu ghall-Gisem tieghu
li hi I-Knisja.

Dan ukoll huwa l-ghan tal-Pjan
Pastorali: hidma ta’ djakonija, ta’
servizz ghall-bnedmin kollha li jin-
htiegu l-ghajnuna. Ghalhekk il-
Knisja ghandha l-iskejjel taghha,
id-Djar tat-Tfal u tax-Xjuh, i¢-cen-
tri ta’ l-appostolat. Ghalhekk tuza
mill-ahjar li tista’ l-mezzi ta’ ko-
munikazzjoni socjali. U f'din il-hid-
ma kollha trid timpenja lil kul-

Il-Pjan Pastorali jghidilna b’lie-
ma mod nistghu norganizzaw din
il-hidma kollha u jien ghandi tama
kbira li mhux se tongosni I-koope-
razzjoni taghkom ilkoll. Kif ser
turu bix-xemgha 1i se toffruli, ir-

rieda taghkom 1i tikkooperaw
mieghi fil-hidma ta’ l-evangeliz-
zazzjoni, hekk ser turuni li lesti

tikkooperaw mieghi ukoll fil-hid-
ma tad-djakonija bl-offerti li qed
taghmlu ghad-djar tat-tfal.
L-okkazjoni tal-lejla hija ezemp-
ju mill-isbah ta’ kif il-Knisja Mal-
tija gieghda taqdi l-missjoni tagh-
ha ta’ servizz ghall-bnedmin. II-
Knisja Maltija hi ahna lkoll, u I-
lejla 1-Knisja Maltija ged turi bil-
fatti l-imhabba 1li ghandha ghal
dawk li fost it-tfal Maltin, li jin-
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fid-djar tat-tfal

htiegu ghajnuna akbar ghax huma
neqsin mill-farag li t-tfal isibu fi
hdan il-familji taghhom. Dawn it-
tfal, dan il-farag qieghdin isibuh
fejn il-“house
mothers” u 1-“house fathers” qed
jaghmlu hidma ta’ genituri ma’
dawn it-tfal.

Dawn id-djar mhux il-lejla biss,
imma matul is-sena kollha jehtie-
gu l-ghajnuna taghna ukoll, u ma
jinhtigux biss l-ghajnuna materja-
li. Hemm htiega ta’ nies voluntie-
ri biex ighinu lil “house mothers”
u ‘“house fathers” fid-djar stess.
Huma mehtiega wkoll familji 1i jil-
gqghu ghandhom, fi djarhom Ilil
dawn it-tfal u jkunu gishom qraba
kollhom imhabba ghalihom.

Din il-hidma 1-Knisja Maltija
diga qieghda taghmilha izda jeh-
tieg tikber u tissahhah, Kkif trid
tikber u tissahhah kull hidma ohra
ta’ djakonija, ta’ servizz li 1-Knis-
ja qgieghda taghti fostna f’pajjizna.

Bil-ghajnuna ta’ Alla u tal-Verg-
ni Marija jiena zgur li dak li hu
mahsub 1li jsir fil-Pjan Pastorali
jsehh bil-hidma taghna lkoll. Jie-
na se nhalli f’idejn il-Madonna dan
il-Pjan Pastorali biex kif hi ppre-
zentat lil binha Gesu fit-tempju u
offritu 1lil Missier ghas-salvazzjoni
tad-dinja, hekk issa toffrilu I-Pjan
taghna biex jaghmlu tieghu, ibier-
ku, igaddsu u jghinna nwettquh.



Cirkulari Nru.. 158 . A - ; »
IL-WASLA TAN-NUNZJU . ,
» \ 5 ta’ Frar, 1986.

Nhar it-Tlieta, 4 ta’ Frar, wasal Malta 1-Eccellenza Tleghu Rev.mn
Mons. Pier Luigi Celata, Nunzju gdid ghal Malta.

Il-Hadd li gej, 9 ta’ Frar, Monsinjur: Celata sejjer igaddes San Gwann
fil-11.00 ta’ filghodu. F’dik l-okkazjoni Monsinjur Giuseppe Mercieca, Arc-
isgof ta’ Malta, f'isem id-Djocesijiet ta’ Malta u Ghawdex, jaghmillu dis- .
kors ta’ merhba u jintroducih lill-Poplu ta’ dawn il-gzejjer,

Monsinjur Arc¢isqof iridni naghmel appell lil kulhadd biex jiehu
sehem f’din il-Quddiesa halli flimkien, bhala familja wahda li r-ras taghha
hu Kristu nnifsu, nitolbu lil Alla biex jimla’ n-Nunzju 1-gdid bl-Ispirtu
gaddis tieghu u jghinu biex ikompli l-missjoni fdata f’idejh ghall-gid ta’
kulhadd.

MONS. CARMELO XUEREB,
Vigarju ‘Generali.
ANNETTO DEPASQUALE
Kancellier

Cirkulari Nru. 159
IR-RANDAN

Nhar 1-Erbgha, 12 ta’ Frar, il-Knisja taghti bidu ghar-Randan Im-
gaddes. :

‘Din is-sena li giet maghzula mill-Ghagda tal-Gnus Maghquda bhala
s-Sena tal-Paci ghandha timpenja aktar mis-soltu f'tagbida kontra d-dnub
u Phajja ta’ aktar razna u mortifikazzjoni.

I1-Kon¢ilju, fil-Kostituzzjoni dwar il-Knisja fid- Dm]a tal lum jghidilna
b’mod ¢ar li r-rieda tal-bniedem, li minnha jigi kemm. il-gid Kif id-deni,
saret debboli minhabba d-dnub. Ghalhekk, biex id-dinja tehles. minn kull
ghamla ta’ glied u vjolenza u tikseb paci dejjiema kull bniedem irid jaghti
s-sehem tieghu b’razna kontinwa ta’ dawk il-passjonijiet li jigbduh le]n
il-hazen (G.S. par. 78).

Dan hu dmir 1i ghandna nwettqu ta’ kuljum izda aktar matul iz-
zmien tar-Randan li hu zmien ta’ penitenza u ta’ konverzjoni lejn il-Mulej.

Monsinjur Arcisqof talabni nfakkar gabel xejn li.nhar 1-Erbgha, Ras
ir-Randan, u. nhar il-Gimgha 1-Kbira jkunu jiem ta’ sawm u astinenza.

L-obbligu tas-sawm, jorbot lil dawk li.ghandhom tmintax-il sena sa
ma jidhlu fis-sittin sena, mentri l-obbligu ta’ l-astinenza jorbot mill-ghelug
ta’ l-erbatax-il sena. ’l. fugq.

Monsinjur Ar¢isqof iridni wkoll 1nfakkar 11 matul ir- Randan il-granet
ta’ ¢ahda ma humiex dawk il-jumejn li fihom ahna obbhgatl ghas -sawm'
izda l-granet kollha ta’'daz-zmien gaddis.

Dan jista’ jsir b’hafna manjieri. Fost hwejjeg ohra w1ehed jista’:

(a) jiccahhad xi drabi mil-laham jew ikel iehor; (b) ji¢ccahhad minn
xorb u/jew mit-tipjip; (¢) jiccahhad minn xi- divertiment: (it-TV, film,



ecc.); (d) jiccahhad minn xi nfiq Zejjed u dak li jfaddal jaghtih karitd; (e)
jisma’ 1-Quddies kuljum; (f) jitlob aktar fil-familja, specjalment billi jghid
ir-Ruzarju flimkien mal-familja kollha.

Fl-ahharnett Monsinjur Arcisqof iridni nfakkar 1li bhas-soltu matul
ir-Randan sejrin isiru ghadd ta’ pellegrinaggi li jkunu mmexxija minn)l
stess. Dawn il-pellegrinaggi se jsiru:

16 ta’ Frar — Zabbar — Hadd in-Nies. 21 ta’ Frar — Birgu. 28 ta’
Frar — Qrendi (Knisja tas-Salvatur). 7 ta’ Marzu — Senglea. 14 ta’ Mar-
zu — Marsa — Marija Regina. 21 ta’ Marzu — Valletta — Duluri. 23 ta’
Marzu — Valletta — Via Sagra.

Mahruga mill-Kurja Arciveskovili, Floriana, illum 5 ta’ Frar, 1986.

MONS. CARMELO . XUEREB,

; : Vigarju Generali.

ANNETTO DEPASQUALE
Kancellier

Cirkulari Nru. 160
GIMGHA TA’ SAGRIFICCGJU

Bhas-snin ta’ qabel, anki din is-sena s-Segretarjat ta’ l-Assistenza
Socjali ta’ I-Azzjoni Kattolika Maltija sejjer jorganizza Gimgha ta’ Sagri-
ficcju bejn il-21 u 1-25 ta’ Marzu.

Matul din il-Gimgha, li tibda mal-Festa ta’ Marija Santissima Addo-
lorata u tispicca fil-Jum li jfakkarna fil-Passjoni u fil-Mewt ta’ Gesi, il-
Knisja taghmel appell lill-insara kollha biex jingabru aktar fit-talb, izidu
fl-ghemejjel ta’ penitenza u jistaghnew spiritwalment b’hidma ta’ Kkarita
aktar intensa u mhabba fraterna.

Id-drawwa, li l-insara matul dan iz-zZmien izidu fi¢-cahdiet taghhom,
ilha sa mill-ewwel sekli tal-Knisja.

Kienet ukoll drawwa ta’ l-insara li I-flus li jfaddlu mic-cahdiet Ili
" jaghmlu jservu ghall-opri ta’ karita lejn 1-ahwa.

Monsinjur Arcisqof jixtieq 1i din id-drawwa qaddisa titkompla u
ghalhekk talabni naghmel sejha lill-Maltin kollha biex it-tifdil 1i jsir,
bhala frott tac-cahdiet li wiehed iwettaq matul dil-Gimgha Mgaddsa, jin-
ghata ghall-ghemejjel ta’ hniena nisranija.

Monsinjur Arcisqof ghalhekk jixtieqni ngharrafkom li 1-gbir 1i jsir fil-
Knejjes taghna nhar is-Sibt, 22 ta’ Marzu, matul il-Quddies ta’ filghaxija
u matul dak ta’ nhar il-Hadd, 23 ta’ Marzu, jinghata lill-Fond ta’ 1-Assis-
tenza Socjali halli jservi ta’ ghajnuna lil dawk li jinsabu fil-bZonn tal-
karita taghna.

Mahruga mill-Kurja ta’ l-Arcisqof, Floriana, illum 11 ta’ Marzu, 1986.

: CARMELO XUEREB,
ANNETTO DEPASQUALE, Vigarju Generali.
Kancellier ,
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Cirkulari Nru. 161 (privata)
¥ EZORCIzMI

Il-Kongregazzjoni ghad-Duttrina tal-Fidi harget twissija serja hafna
dwar l-ezorcizmi: il-Kongregazzjoni trid tfakkar li ebda persuna ma tista’
taghmel uzu mit-talba ta’ ezorcizmu, li giet pubblikata b’ordni tal-Papa
Ljun XIII, jew minn parti minnha, jekk ma jkollhiex il-permess mehtieg
mill-Isqof. I1-Kongregazzjoni twissi wkoll lill-Isqfijiet biex jaraw li hadd
ma juza talb ghall-helsien mit-theddid tax-xitan jekk matulu jigi diretta-
ment interpellat ix-xitan jew jekk jigi mitlub jghid min hu.

Dan ma jfissirx li ma ghandniex nitolbu ’l Alla ha jehlisnai minn kull
deni kif ghallimna 1-Mulej ghas-salvazzjoni taghna. Hu bit-tishib fis-Sag-
ramenti Mgaddsa u bit-talb lill-Vergni Marija, 1-Angli u ’1 Qaddisin li ahna
nissahhu fil-glieda taghna kontra s-setghat tal-hazen.

Il-Kappillani ghalhekk huma fid-dmir li jwasslu dawn id-direttivi tal-
Kongregazzjoni ghad-Duttrina tal-Fidi lis-Sacerdoti tal-presbiterji tagh-
hom biex jekk jafu b’xi uhud 1i f’xi lagghat ged jaghmlu uzu minn dan
it-talb iwagqqfuhom minnufih.

Partikoli Konsagrati :

Wiehed ghandu jigber ukoll l-attenzjoni tas-sacerdoti li meta jigu
biex jippurifikaw xi pissidi m’ghandhom qatt jitfghu fdal ta’ partikoli fit-
tazza tal-‘Lavabo’.

Ikun aktar zball kbir meta partikoli konsagrati jigu mitfugha shah,
fit-tazza tal-‘Lavabo’.

Meta jkun hemm raguni biex partikola kkonsagrata ma tinghatafk
ghat-tgarbin din ghandha tigi mqgeghda f’tazza bl-ilma u mgeghda gewwa
I-post li fih jigi konservat iz-zejt tal-Grizma tal-Morda.

Wara li fil-gudizzju prudenti tar-Rettur tal-Knisja l-ispec¢i ewkaristici
jkunu ddeterjoraw, l-ilma ghandu jgii mitfugh fis-sagrarju.

Mahruga mill-Kurja ta’ l-Arcisqof, Floriana, illum 11 ta’ Marzu, 1986.

CARMELO XUEREB,
Vigarju Generali.
ANNETTO DEPASQUALE,
Kancellier

Cirkulari Nru. 162
IL-FESTA NAZZJONALI

Nhar it-Tnejn, 31 ta’ Marzu, Malta ti¢celebra 1-Jum Nazzjonali.

II-Jum Nazzjonali joffrilna l-opportunitd biex naghtu wirja pubblika
u sinciera ta’ l-imhabba lejn pajjizna.

Pero’ l-wirja ta’ l-imhabba taghna lejn Art Twelidna tkun tassew
sin¢iera jekk din tkun il-frott ta’ l-onesta taghna fuq ix-xoghol ,tar-rabta
u l-ghaqda ta’ bejnietna minkejja d-differenza fl-opinjonijiet li nhadduy
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tat-tagbida taghna kontra l-vjolenza, kontral-vandalizmu u -kontra kull
ghamla ta’ vizzju li jaghmel ghajb lil kull soc¢jeta 1i trid timbena fuq is-
sisien tal-veri valuri morali.

Ghaliex ahna nemmnu li dan l-idejal gholi jista’ jinkiseb fejn 1-ghaj-
nuna ta’ Alla ‘ma tonqosx, Monsinjur Arcisqof jixtieq gabel xejn jara
" madwaru bosta Maltin jattendu ghall-Quddiesa Pontifikali li hu sejjer
igaddes fil-Kon-Kattidral ta’ San Gwann nhar il-1 ta’ Marzu fid-9.30 a.m.

Monsinjur Arcisqof jordna wkoll lill-Kappillani, lis- Super]url Relig-
juzi u lir-Retturi tal-Knejjes biex:

(a) qabel xejn, iheggu lin-nies 1li jattendu 1-Knejjes taghhom biex ji-
tolbu lill-Mulej halli jxerred fuq pajjizna l-barka abbundanti: tieghu; (b)
jitkanta l-Innu Malti wara -Quddiesa tal-Hadd u tat-Tnejn, 30 u 31 ta’
Marzu; (¢) Fl-istess jiem fit-talba tal-Fidili jzidu l-invokazzjoni: ‘“Hares
Mulej minn kull hsara lil Art Twelidna, u sawwab fugha 1-Barka Tieghek,
li hi rahan ta’ kull gid materjali u spiritwali”’. (d) jinxteghlu l-faccati tal-
Knejjes mis-7.00 p.m. sal-11.00 p.m.: i) Is-Sibt, 29 ta’ Marzu. ii) il-Hadd,
30 u t-Tnejn 31 ta’ Marzu.

Mahruga mill-Kurja Arciveskovili, illum, 19 ta’ Marzu 1986, Festa ta’
San Guzepp.
CARMELO XUEREB,

Vigarju Generali.
ANNETTO DEPASQUALE,

Kancellier

Cirkulari Nru. 163
TALB GHALL-PACI
Fil-qaghda ta’ tensjoni u ta’ biza’ li ghaddejja minnha d-dinja, it-tama
taghna hija biss f’Alla ghax Hu biss jista’ jseddaq hajjitna fis-sliem.
Ghalhekk Monsinjur Arc¢isqof irid li fil-Knejjes kollha f’hin  l-iktar
addattat ghan-nies, f’gurnata f’din il-gimgha, titqaddes il-Quddiesa ghall-
Paci. (Sagramentarju Malti p. 905 bit-tielet Kolletta), bil-qari li gej
mil-Lezzjonarju tal-Qaddisin:
Lezzjoni I p. 563
Salm responsorjali p. 561
Vers ta’ 1-Hallelujah u Evangelju p. 563.
Sakemm iddum din il-qaghda fit-Talba tal-Fidili tizdied kuljum din
l-invokazzjoni: ;
“Qangal, Mulej, qlub il-bnedmin li ghandhom f’idejhom id-destin tad-
dinja biex iwarrbu minnhom il-hsibijiet ta’ glied u ta’ hsara u jeghelbu
t-tilwim bi ftehim bejniethom fir-rispett ta’ xulxin.”

Mahruga mill-Kurja ta’ l-Arcisqof, Flonana illum 14 ta’ April 1986.

AN : j CARMELO XUEREB,
ANNETTO DEPASQUALE, - Vigarju Generali.
- Kancellier - - - A T AT
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Cirkulari Nru. 164
SAN GUZEPP HADDIEM

Nhar il-Hamis, 1-Ewwel ta’ Mejju, id-dinja ticcelebra ‘Jum il-Had-
diem’.

Sfortunatament f’dawk il-pajjizi li ma humiex ispirati mill-prin¢ipji
nsara ‘Jum il-Haddiem’ jigi uzat biex jixghel is-sentimenti qodma tal-
glieda tal-klassi u tal-mibgheda bejn il-haddiem u min ihaddem.

Fostna ulied il-Knisja mwaqqfa minn Kristu, li ghazel li anki hu jkun
haddiem, dan m’ghandux ikun.

Ghalina l-insara ‘Jum il-Haddiem’ ghandu jservi biex:

1) ifakkarna fl-imhabba li 1-Mulej wera lill-bniedem meta ghazlu biex,
bid-dehen ta’ mohhu u bix-xoghol ta’ idejh, jikkopera mieghu l-opra tal-
holgien u jghin fl-izvilupp ta’ dinja ahjar,

d) jghaqgad lil min jahdem u lil min ihaddem f’rabta ta’ rispett bej-
niethom u jgaghalhom ifittxu 1-gid ta’ xulxin, fl-ispirtu ta’ mhabba ta’
ahwa, ulied l-istess Missier li jinsab fis-Sema.

3) joffrilna okkazjoni biex nirriflettu 1i bix-xoghol ta’ idejna nistghu
nwettqu t-tqgaddis ta’ ruhna. ;

Huma dawn il-hsibijiet li geghlu lill-Papa Piju XII jaghti lil ‘Jum il-
Haddiem’ tifsira religjuza u li jaghzel dik il-gurnata biex fiha 1-Knisja tic-
celebra 1-festa ta’ San Guzepp Haddiem.

Monsinjur Arcisqof riedni ngharraf 1i nhar il- Hamls, 1 ta’ Mejju,
f1-10.00 ta’ filghodu sejjer iqaddes ghall-bZzonnijiet materjali u spiritwali
tal-haddiema fil-Konkattidral ta’ San Gwann il-Belt.

F’din il-Quddiesa se jikkoncelebraw is-Sacerdoti li jaghmlu hidma
pastorali fil-fabbriki u fil-postijiet tax-xoghol. Ikun haga sabiha li, dawk
kollha li jistghu, jiehdu sehem f’din il-Quddiesa.

Monsinjur Arcisqof irid ukoll li 1-Kappillani u r-Retturi tal-Knejjes,
iheggu lin-nies tal-Parrocca taghhom halli jgaddsu I-festa ta’ San Guzepp
Haddiem bit-tishib fil-Quddiesa, bit-talb u bl-opri tajba.

Maﬁruga mill-Kurja ta’ l-Arcisqof, Floriana, illum 22 ta’ April, 1986.

CARMELO XUEREB,
Vigarju Generali.

ANNETTO DEPASQUALE,
Kancellier,
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JUM IL-HADDIEM: Diskors

Il-Festa ta’ San Guzepp Had-
diem hija okkazjoni tajba biex ah-
na nifhmu ahjar is-sehem taghna
fid-dinja tax-xoghol u. naghtuh,
dejjem, skond ir-rieda ta’ Gesi u
I-Knisja tieghu.

Il-Knisja hija hafna qrib tal-had-
diema u thobbhom. Il-Kon¢ilju Va-
tikan II, fil-messagg lill-haddiema,
jghidilhom ikunu zguri gabel kol-
lox li I-Knisja taf it-tbatijiet, bit-
tahbit u Il-battalji u t-tamiet tagh-
hom, u tapprezza hafna l-virtujiet
li jaghmlu nobbli lir-ruh tal-had-
diema, bhalma huma l-kuragg, id-
dedikazzjoni, il-kuxjenza profes-
sjonali u l-imhabba tal-gustizzja.

Il-missjoni tal-Knisja ghandha
rabta kbira mad-dinja tax-xoghol.
Ghalkemm ghandna nfittxu 1-hwej-
jeg tas-sema, il-Knisja trid li nhos-
su hafna d-dmir taghna li nahdmu
lkoll flimkien ghall- b1n1 ta’ dinja
aktar umana.

Alla jrid li 1-bmedem, bix-
xoghol tieghu jew bl-ghajnuna tat-
teknika, barra li jipperfezzjona 1-
holgien u jizviluppa lilu nnifsu,
ihares il-kmandament kbir - ta’
Kristu u jaghti ruhu biex jaqdi 1il
hutu. Dan Kkollu jghinna nifhmu
sewwa l-htiega - tan-nifs. tar-ruh
spiritwali ~ fid-dinja tax-xoghol.
Minghajr dan in-nifs, kif jghidilna
1-Kon¢ilju Vatikan « II, it-trasfor-
mazzjonijiet ta’ l-ghageb li taf id-
dinja ta’ llum, ikunu jservu izjed
ghad-deni milli ghall-gid.

Gest, kif tghallimna 1-Knisja
tieghu, irid 1li ahna naghtu s-
sehem taghna fid-dinja tax-xoghol,
billi gabel kollox inxandru u nghi-
xu l-verita u ngibu dejjem ’il qud-
diem il-gustizzja. Dan hu l-mes-
sagg tal-Kristjanezmu.

ta’

~ il-kulur politiku
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Monsinjur Arcisqof 1/5/86

Il-veritd fuq il-bniedem u s-soc-
jeta, flimkien mal-hidma socjali
taghna bhala nsara fid-dinja tax-
xoghol, ghandhom il-qawwa li jib-
nu socjeta li tixraq . tassew lill-
bniedem, billi jibdlu fil-qawwa tar-
rispett u l-imhabba lejn il-proxxmu
l-qawwa tal-flus u_tal-poter.

Biex naghtu sewwa dan is-
sehem taghna, jehtieg qabel kollox
li nZzommu quddiem . ghajnejna li
dak li verament ikun jahdem jib-
ga’ dejjem il-bniedem u ghalhekk
ix-xoghol 1li jaghmel = il-bniedem,
kif . ukoll il-problemi . tax-xoghol
jinvolvu . dejjem aspetti morali u
etici. Il-qofol, tat-taghlim tal-Knis-
ja hija d-dinjita ta’ kull bniedem,
moghtija minn Alla nnifsu. Il-bnie-
dem, mahluq skond ix-xbieha ta’
Alla huwa haga sagra. Ghalhekk
huwa 1-bniedem fih 1nmfsu 1i jagh-
mel il-bazi ewlenija li fuqha ghan-
du jitgies ix-xoghol.

- Mhux il-bniedem ghax-xoghol
imma x-xoghol ghall-bniedem. Fil-
fatt it-thabrik fih innifsu favur il-
haddiem ma jfissirx biss  tkattir
ta’ gid materjali; dan it-thabrik
ghandu jkollu fuq - kollox tifsira
spiritwali 1i hu l-gharfien tad-din-
jita tal- bniedem.

Il-messagg ta’ Kristu huwa li 1-
imhabba ghal xulxin iggib magh-
ha ferh u paci. Izda kif tghallim-
na l-Iskrittura mhemmx- pa¢i min-
ghajr gustizzja.

Din l-imhabba ghal xulxin mhix
stedina izda kmand. Huwa kmand
li gej minn Gesl nnifsu biex ahna
il ghandna nhobbu lil xulxin, ilkoll
nahdmu ghall-ghagda bejn il-had-
diema kollha jkunu liema jkun
jew it-twemmin
taghhom. j



- Inkunu nongsu -kontra l-kawza
tal-haddiema jekk ghal xi skop ul-
terjuri taghna ahna nahdmu biex
nagsmu l-haddiema kontra xulxin.
Mhix il-firda u 1-mibgheda li ssalva
l-haddiema u ggib ’il quddiem il-
hajja tieghu u tal-familja tieghu.

Imdawwlin u mganglin minn
din il-verita fuq il-bniedem ahna
naghtu s-sehem taghna fid-dinja
tax-xoghol meta nhabirku biex
jinholog spirtu tassew sincier ta’
solidarjeta bejn il-haddiema, soli-
darjeta tant mehtiega biex nieqfu
t-tkasbir tad-dinjita tal-bniedem
bhala suggett tax-xoghol, kull

sfruttament fil-qasam tas-salarji u .

l-kundizzjonijiet tax-xoghol u tas-
sigurta socjali.

Il-gustizzja hija essenzjali biex
‘ikun hemm il-pac¢i; madankollu I-
gustizzja ma tieqafx biss fil-kun-
danna ta’ kull ma hu hazin u kon-
tra d-dinjita tal-bniedem izda
taghmel pass pozittiv u deciziv bil-
li tordnalna li nhobbu lill-proxxmu
taghna kollu bhalna nfusna. Din
hija t-trig lejn il-qerda ta’ kull su-
ra ta’ ingustizzja 1i tista’ tinstab
fil-qasam tax-xoghol.

Il-verita fuq is-soc¢jeta hi li s-
socjeta hija ghall-bniedem u mhux
il-bniedem ghas-soc¢jeta. .Huma 1-
bnedmin il jiffurmaw is-socjeta u
s-oscjeta ghalhekk ghandha d-dmir
u l-iskop li ggib ’il quddiem il-gid
tal-bniedem wu tkun ta’ servizz u
ghajnuna ghalih.. Is-so¢jeta tagh-
mel « strutturi socjali biex  tilhaq

dan l-iskop taghha; biex -ikollna

ordni, gustizzja u paci huma meh-
tiega wkoll- l-istrutturi socjali.
Madankollu 1l-iskop ta’ dawn I-is-
trutturi -irid ihares dejjem id-din-
jita tal-bniedem, irid ihares certi
dmirijiet u jeddijiet li johergu min-
natura tal-bniedem innifsu.
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Huma: l-verita - fug il-bniedem,
fuq is-socjetd u l-gustizzja socjali
li jridu jghinuna biex neqirdu mill-
eghruq is-suriet kollha ta’ dizordni
li jistghu jolqtu - l-haddiem. Hija
din il-verita 1i tghinna nibnu soc-
jeta gdida fejn kulhadd ihabrek
ghall-gid u l-pa¢i ghax Kkulhadd
ikun jahdem ghad-dinjita tal-bnie-
dem.

Is-sehem taghna bhala nsara hu
li nwasslu din il-verita dwar il-
bniedem 1w s-socjeta u nahdmu
ghall-gustizzja soc¢jali bi. spirtu
tassew nisrani. L-ispirtu nisrani
jaghmilna nies' godda. Dan ifisser
li filwaqt li n-nisrani jibga’ bnie-
dem bhall-ohrajn huwa jintaghzel,
permezz ta’ eghmilu li. jixhed il-
fidi tieghu fi Kristu u 1-Knisja tie-
ghu. ;

In-nisrani ma jista’ qatt iqgieghed
fuq l-istess livell dan il-messagg
nisrani. ta ’verita u gustizzja ma’
ideologiji ekonomici u socjali 1i jis-
tghu jkunu varji u hafna. Il-Kristja-
nezmu mhux xi forma jew sistema
ta’ duttrina ekonomika jew socja-
li. Il-Kristjanezmu mhux xi sug-
gett 1i bizzejjed li nkunu nafuh
jew naqraw fuqu, izda hija 1-fidi
shiha taghna fil-persuna ta’ Gesu,
I-Iben ta’ Alla u l-fidi f’dak li kollu
Gesli, permezz tal-Knisja jghallim-
na dwar Alla u l-bniedem. Il-Krist-
janezmu huwa hajja ta’. ghaqda
ma’ Alla. 4

In-nisrani, - f’dan il-qasam tax-
xoghol, u ordni soc¢jali m’ghandux
jistenna minghand il-Knisja soluz-
zjonijiet - ta’ natura, ekonomika
jiew politika. B’danakollu,, in-nisra-
ni fis-sehem li, jista’ jkollu fil-qadi
ta’ dawn il-hidmiet ta’ natura, eko-
nomika jew politika, ghandu jkun
imdawwal dejjem mit-taghlim ta’
Kristu u tal-Knisja ..tieghu,. B’dan



il-mod in-nisrani ikun - jaghti s-
sehem tassew siewi ghall-bini ta’
dinja ahjar.

Nitolbu Ilum lil San Guzepp
Haddiem biex dejjem isahhah fina

1-fidi taghna f’Gesli u jaghtina 1-
kuragg li naghtu dan is-sehem
taghna bhala nsara fid-dinja tax-
xoghol. .

KOMUNIKAT TAL-KURJA DWAR ID-DAR TA’
L-ARCIPRIET TA" L-ISLA

Fid-dawl tar-rapporti fil-gazzetti
ta’ diskors fil-Parlament, 1-Uffic-
¢ju Stampa tal-Kurja jhoss 1i ghan-
du jippubblika din l-informazzjoni
dwar il-kaz tad-dar ta’ l-Arcipriet
ta’ 1-Isla:

Fil-5 ta’ Jannar 1985 Mons. J.
Sladden, 1i dak iz-zmien kien Arci-
priet ta’ 1-Isla, kiteb lill-Housing
Secretary u nfurmah li kienet tbat-
tlet id-dar numru 18 Victory Str.,
I-Isla. Din id-dar hi proprjeta tal-
Knisja u 1-Knisja se jkollha bzonn-
ha bhala “Domus Curialis” — dar
tal-Kappillan — ghall-Arcipriet li
kien se jinhatar wara Mons. Slad-
den. Id-dar li kien jokkupa Mons.
Sladden ma kenitx proprjeta tal-
Knisja u huwa se jibga’ joqghod
fiha.

Minkejja din l-ittra, fit-22 ta’
Jannar 1985 is-Segretarju tad-Djar
hareg ordni ta’ rekwizizzjoni fuq
id-dar imsemmija u talab lill-Knis-
ja tghid jekk ghandhiex “xi ragu-
nijiet x’taghti dwar din 1-Ordni”.

Fis-26 ta’ Jannar 1-Arcipriet ta’
1-Isla rrefera lis-Segretarju tad-
Djar ghall-ittra tal-5 ta’ Jannar u
rega’ tenna li d-dar hija mehtiega
biex isservi bhala dar tal-Kap-
pillan,

Fis-6 ta’ Frar Dr. Paul Mallia, 1-
assessur tal-Kurja, kiteb lis-Segre-
tarju tad-Djar u gallu 1i 1-Arcisqof
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innifsu talbu jikteb biex jappoggja
dak li kien kiteb 1-Arcipriet ta’ I-
Isla. Talab ukoll biex tohrog De-
requisition Order biex ikun jista’
jsir ix-xoghol mehtieg biex id-dar
tista’ tibda tintuza bhala ' Dar tal-
Kappillan.

Fil-5 ta’ April is-Segretarju tad-
Djar kiteb lill-Arcipriet ta’ 1-Isla u
talbu c¢-cwievet tad-dar. Infurmah
ukoll li jekk ma jaghmilx hekk
ikollu johrog ordni ta’ zgumbra-
ment (eviction order).

Fid-19 ta’ April Dr. Paul Mallia,
l-assessur tal-Kurja, gharraf lis-
Segretarju tad-Djar 1i d-dar im-
semmija hija d-dar tal-parroc¢ca ta’
I-Isla u li fiha kien hemm ir-“re-
cords” tal-parrocca.

Fl-4 ta’ Ottubru s-Segretarju
tad-Djar Kkiteb lill-Arcipriet ta’ 1-
Isla ittra bhal dik tal-15 ta’ April.

Fis-16 ta’ Ottubru Dr. Paul Mal-
lia, kiteb lis-Segretarju tad-Djar u
gharrfu li Mons. Arcisqof Kkien
ghazel Arcipriet gdid ghall-Isla.
Dan 1-Arcipriet flimkien ma’ om-
mu ta’ 80 sena kienu se jabitaw
fid-dar imsemmija. L-avukat Mal-
lia innota wkoll illi I-kwistjoni
mgqgajma fl-ittra tas-Segretarju tad-
Djar kellha applikazzjonijiet serji
hafna. Huwa ssuggerixxa li flim-
kien ma’ rapprezentant ta’ l-Arcis-
qof jiltaqa® mas-Segretarju tad-



Djar biex jiddiskutu I-materja.

Fl-4 ta’ Novembru s-Segretarju
tad-Djar kiteb lill-Avukat Mallia u
talbu biex ighid kemm kienet ilha
tintuza bhala Domus Curialis id-
dar in kwistjoni.

Fis-6 ta’ Novembru Dr. Mallia
rega’ gharraf lis-Segretarju tad-
Djar li sa minn meta mietet il-
persuna li kienet tokkupa d-dar 1-
Arcipriet ta’ 1-Isla b’ittra datata 5
ta’ Jannar kien gharraf lis-Segre-
tarju tad-Djar li d-dar imsemmija
kienet ser tibda tintuza bhala Do-
mus Curialis. Fil-fatt xi zmien wa-
ra r-“records” tal-parrocca ttiehdu
f’dik id-dar. L-Arcisqof kien ghazel
Arcipriet gdid ghall-Isla u dan
flimkien ma’ ommu ma kellhom
imkien fejn joqoghdu fl-Isla hlief
fid-dar ta’ 18 Victory Street.

Huwa rega’ tenna l-proposta tie-
ghu biex flimkien ma’ rapprezen-
tant ta’ l-Arcisqof jiltaga’ mas-Se-
gretarju tad-Djar.

Fis-27 ta’ Jannar 1986 is-Segre-
tarju tad-Djar permezz ta’ l-uffic-
jali tieghu sgassa l-bieb tad-dar
imsemmija, ghamel nota ta’ x’sab
u biddel is-serratura tal-bieb,
b’mod 1li gie ostakolat l-access
ghad-dar ghall-Arcipriet ta’ 1-Isla.

Ta’ min izid ukoll li:

(1) il-Ligi tal-Knisja tobbliga lill-

Kappillan li jogghod f’Dar Par-
rokkjali vic¢in il-Knisja tieghu;

(2) l-offerta li l-assessur tal-Kurja
ghamel darbtejn biex flimkien
ma’ rapprezentant ta’ 1-Arcis-
gof jiltaga’ mas-Segretarju tad-
Djar, sal-lum ghadha ma gietx
imwiegba.

RELAZIONE

sul censimento degli organi maltesi,
effettuato nei mesi di Luglio-Agosto 1985

Nell’anno europeo della musica
si & cominciato nella Diocesi di
Malta I'importante lavoro di cata-
logazione e schedatura degli anti-
chi organi malfesi,

Lo scrivent¢ Luciano Buono,
laureando in Discipline della Musi-
ci all’Universita di Bologna, ha ef-
fettuato i sopralluoghi ed i rile-
vamenti sugli strumenti antichi:
cid & stato fatto con la preziosa
collaborazione del Can, Don Gio-
vanni Azzopardi, curatore del Mu-
seo della Cattedrale di Mdina, del-
la Commissione di Musica Sacra
diocesana e del’NSTF, rappresen-
tato dal Signor Lino Mintoff,

La ricerca, che datg [lesiguo
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tempo impiegato si limita ad una
disamina generale della maggior
parte degli organi antichi maltesi,
ha messo in evidenza un patri-
monio musicale ed artistico pro-
porzionato all’importanza storica
dell’isola.

Essa ha mirato al. censimento
degli organi antichi maltesi e ha
messo in evidenza le principali ca-
ratteristiche techniche degli stru-
menti: numero delle tastiere e loro
estensione, estensione della peda-
liera, denominazioni e funziona-
mento dei mantici, presenza di ac-
cessori> descrizione della cassa
(con eventuali decorazioni artisti-
che) ed infine lo stato generale di



conservazione e di integrita dello
strumento, documentato con foto e
diapositive. :

Si sono inoltre notate le eventua-
li notizie sulla costruzione degli
organi- desumibili da  iscrizioni
poste sulla cassa o all’interno del
somiere e da notizie di archivio.

Ecco T'elenco delle citta e delle
chiese visitate per la ricerca, con
la data o I’epoca di costruzione
dell’organo relativo:

ATTARD, Parr. S. Maria — or-
gano fine ’800.

BALZAN, Parr. Maria SS. An-
nunziata — organo fine ’800.

BUBAQRA, Ch. S. Maria — or-
gano settecentesco.

COSPICUA, Parr. Immacolata —
organo del 1862.

GHARGHUR, Parr. S. Bartolo-
meo — organo fine ’800.

GHAXAQ, Parr. Maria Assunta
— organo del 1769.

GUDJA, Parr. Maria SS. Assun-
ta — organo settecentesco.

HAMRUN, Parr. S. Gaetano —
organo primi ’900.

LIJA, Parr. SS. Salvatore — or-
gano del 1919.

Ch. Madonna dei Miracoli — or-
gano del 1910 ca. ;

MDINA, Museo della Cattedrale
— organo positivo settecentesco.

Monastero S. Pietro — -organo
positivo del 1774.

Chiesa S. Pietro — organo del
1730.

Cattedrale SS. Pietro e Paolo —
organo del 1774.

Ch. Maria Annunziata — organo
fine XVII sec.

MOSTA, Parr. Maria SS. Annun-
ziata — organo fine ’800.

Parr. Maria SS. Annunziata —
organo del 1933.

NAXXAR, Parr. Madonna Bam-
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bina — organo primi ’900.

QORMI, Parr. S. Giorgio — or-
gano ottocentesco.

QRENDI, Parr. — organo del
1778.

RABAT, Parr. S. Paolo (Oratorio
di S. Publio) — organo del 1726.

Ch. Madonna dei Doni — orga-
no del 1753.

Ch. S. Maria di Gesii — organo
del 1893.

Ch. S. Maria della Grotta — or-
gano del 1829.

Ch. S. Francesco d’Assisi — or-
gano dei primi del ’900.

SENGLEA. Ch. S. Filippo — or-
gano primi ’900.

TARXIEN, Parr. Annunciazione
— organo del 1775.

VALLETTA., Parr. S. Paolo — or-
gano primi del "900.

Ch. S. Rocco — organo settecen-
tesco.

Ch. Madonna della Vittoria —
organo del 1872.

Ch. del Gesii — organo sette-
centesco.

Ch. S. Domenico — organo del
1940 ca.

VITTORIOSA, Ch. S. Scolastica
— organo positivo settecentesco.

ZEBBUG, Parr. S. Filippo d’Agi-
ra — organo primi ’900.

Ch. Nostra Signora — organo po-
sitivo settecentesco.

ZEITUN, Ch. S. Maria — orga-
no positivo settecentesco.

Dei 36 organi studiati, costruiti
tra il XVIII ed il XX secolo, ben 17
risalgono al XVIII e la maggior par-
te di essi € in buone condizioni di
funzionamento. La loro provenien-
za € molti casj italiana, ma non si
puo escludere che qualche esempla-
re sia stato costruito in loco da
maestranze maltesi.

Tra gli organi pit moderni pre-



dominano invece gli organi costrui-
ti dal cav. Inzoli Pacifico di Crema
tra la fine del XIX e gli inizi del
XX secolo: tra essi primeggia per
grandiosita 'organo della parroc-
chia SS. Annunziata di Mosta, che
consta di 43 registri per un totale
di circa 2.500 canne!

Inoltre & da notare la preziosi-
ta di alcune casse d’organo dipinte
o decorate da intagli che fanno di
alcuni organi vere e proprie opere
d’arte.

Pertanto questo lavoro iniziale
di catalogazione ha messo in evi-
denza il patrimonio organario pre-
sente nell’isola; molto pero deve
essere fatto affinché questo patri-
monio non vada irrimediabilmente
perduto. Troppo spesso, infatti, gli
antichi organi vengono  trascurati
se non addirittura abbandonati per
fare posto a nuovi strumenti: a
volte ci siamo trovati davanti, a
“resti” di organi antichi, come

canne accatastate alla rinfusa, o
peggio ad organi ‘“‘stravolti” per I’
incuria e l’abbandonc.

Ci auguriamo che questo lavoro
di censimento possa servire di
sprone perché sia iniziata una ade-
guato opera di restauro: daltronde
non manca la buona volonta dei
sacerdoti che hanno collaborato
per la buona riuscita della ricerca.
Ad essi, ed a tutti coloro che ci
hanno aiutato, va il nostro piu vi-
Vo ringraziamento.

Speriamo quindi che quest’anno
dedicato alla musica possa vedere
rinascere nella Diocesi di Malta 1’
interesse per questo strumento co-
si antico e importante, e svolgere
cosi linsostituibile funzione di
‘“anima della chiesa”, come I’ha
brillantemente definita un frate
maltese.

Mdina, Agosto 1985
LUCIANO BUONO -

RAPPORT DWAR IX-XOGHOL TAT-TRIBUNAL EKKLESJASTIKU
GHAS-SENA 1985

Is-sena 1985 ghalget bir-rekord
ta’ l-akbar ghadd ta’ kawzi ppre-
zentati fil-Kancellerija tat-Tribunal
kif ukoll bl-akbar numru ta’ kazi-
jiet li bdew jigu processati. Infatti
. sa l-ahhar ta’ Dicembru gew ippre-
zentati 66 kaz gdid u 1-Imhallfin
bdew jipprocessaw 84 kaz gdid.
Dan in-numru jeskludi hafna oh-
rajn li jkunu gew b’mod prelimina-
ri jikkonsultaw ruhhom biex jaraw
jekk ghandhomx bazi gjuridika
biex jibdew il-kaz taghhom.

1z-zieda konsiderevoli f’dan in-
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numru jista’ jigi
dawn il-fatturi:
(1) Nuggas ta’ preparazzjoni ser-
ja ghaz-zwieg kemm f’dak li jirri-
gwarda n-natura u r-responsabbil-
tajiet taz-zwieg kif ukoll l-idea ta’
sagrific¢ju bhala t-twettiq tal-vera
mhabba. Qed tinghata wisq impor-
tanza ghat-teknika tal-hajja miz-
zewga b’mod specjali fl-aspett ses-
swali taghha wagqt li ged jigi tras-
kurat l-aspett sagramentali u 1I-
hajja tal-grazzja fiz-zwieg nisrani.
B’hekk hafna ged jitilfu l-veru sens

attribwit ghal



taz-zwieg nisrani u jkun facli gha-
lihom li ma jarawx id-distinzjoni
essenzjali bejn zwieg nisrani u dak
¢ivili. Dan jidher meta f’hafna ka-
zijiet ta’ zwieg civili l-partijiet jip-
pretendu li ghandhom dritt ghall-
EwKkaristija ghaliex huma mhumiex
ged jaghmlu xejn hazin. Ta’ min
hawnhekk isemmi li jezistu kazi-
jiet ta’ sacerdoti mhux ged isegwu
1-Magisteru tal-Knisja u li ged jif-
furmaw hazin il-kuxjenza ta’ xi
whud f’dan ir-rigward.

(2) Nuqgas ta’ screening meh-
tieg biex wiehed jigi accettat ghal
zwieg kanoniku: dan jirrigwarda
(a) il-kappillani meta jaghmlu I-
hekk imsejjah ezami taz-zwieg fejn
irid jinghata gudizzju mhux biss
jekk l-gharajjes jafux ir-religjon iz-
da jekk humiex imhejjija u kapaci
biex jassumu r-responsabbilitajiet
taz-zwieg; (b) l-ufficcju taz-Zwigi-
jiet tal-Kurja li ma ghandux jam-
metti ghaz-zwieg min ma jkunx ip-
preparat jew mhux kapaci. Ahjar
hafna drabi nissugraw li xi whud
jizzewgu civilment milli jaghmlu
zwieg kanoniku invalidu bil-kon-

segwenzi kollha li jgib mieghu

zwieg simili,

(3) In-nuqqgas ta’ parir tajjeb ta’
xi sacerdoti, xi kultant kappillani,
li ma ghandhomx esperjenza fix-
xoghol tat-Tribunal u 1li jaghtu
speranzi vani meta ma jkun hemm
angas ebda cans li tinbeda kawza.

(4) Il-facilita biex wiehed jottje-
ni annullament ¢ivili. Kellna di-
versi kazijiet meta l-annullament
¢ivili gie moghti fuq il-kelma tal-
partijiet minghajr ma ngiebu ebda
provi. Ma hemmx ghalfejn nghid li
diversi drabi d-decizjonijiet taghna
ma jagblux ma’ dawk civili. Izda

e
(=2

qed jigri li meta wiehed jottjeni
annullament ¢ivili jippretendi li
ser ikun facli ghalih li 1-Knisja tid-
dikjara null iz-zwieg tieghu.

Biex niehdu idea tax-xoghol li
sar ma’ tul is-sena li ghaddiet
naghtu ftit statistika:

‘Ma’ tul is-sena 1985 fit-Tribunal
ta’ I-Ewwel Istanza gew konkluzi
54 kaz li huma mgassmin b’dan il-
mod:

29 kaz ta’ nullita taz-zwieg

1 kaz ta’ Dispensa minn zwieg
mhux ikkunsmat -

4 kazijiet ta’ Dispensa In Favo-
rem Fidei i.e. ta’ zwieg li kien sar
ma’ parti mhux imghammda, gene-
ralment Mussulmana

4 kazijiet fejn ma gietx accetta-
ta d-domanda ghaliex ma Kkienx
hemm bazi fuq hiex jigi ezaminat
il-kaz ‘

16-il kaz ta’ Rogatorji minn Tri-
bunali Esteri.

Id-disa’ u ghoxrin kaz ta’ nulli-
ta ta’ zwieg huma mgassmin b’dan
il-mod:

(i) Inghataw 23 il-Sentenza i
minnhom 20 Kkellhom esitu affir-
mattiv u 3 esitu negattiv.

(i) Is-6 kazijiet l-ohra ntemmu
ghaliex f’kaz wiehed il-partijiet ir-
rinunzjaw ghall-kawza u regghu
rrikonc¢iljaw irwiehhom, u fil-ham-
sa l-ohra I-partijiet tilfu kull inte-
ress fil-kawza.

(iii) Skond il-“capita’” ezaminati
fis-Sentenzi nghataw dawn id-de-
¢izjonijiet (f’Sentenza wahda' jista’
jkunu ezaminati aktar minn “ca-
put” wiehed):



“Ca‘ﬁut”
(a) Simulatio Totalis
. (b) Exclusio Boni Fidei (Fedelta)

(¢) Exclusio Boni-Sacramenti (Indissolubilita)

(d) Exclusio Boni Prolis (Tfal)
(e) Exclusio Consortium wvitae

. (L-ghagda intima tal-hajja, u mnabba)

(f) Conditio (Kunsens Kundizzjonat)
(g) Vis et ,Metus (Forza u Biza’)
(h) Ignorantia

(i) Error personae

(zball dwar xi kwalita essenZJah tal-persuna)

(j) Defectus Discretionis

Affirmattivi Negattivi
3

N | =W

2
2

| N
I

|
—

(Difett ta’ Diskressjoni ta’ Gudizzju) - 3

(k) Inabilitas assumendi onera

(Inabilita biex jitwettqu d-dmirijiet taz-zwieg minhabba

ragunijiet ta’ natura psikika)

() Process dokumentali (minhabba zwieg iehor validu) 1

Biex wiehed jaghti idea tad-di-
zordni tal-personalitajiet 1li gew
ezaminati wiehed jista’ jsemmi li
kien hemm 4 kazijiet ta’ “paranoid
personality’’, 3 ta’ “Emotional Im-
maturity’”’; 2 ta’ “Narcissistic per-
sonality’””’, “Bordline personality”,
“Histrionic personality”’, Omoses-
swalita; 1 ta’ “Hypomania”, “Cyc-
lothymic personality”,, ‘“Depriva-
tion Neurosis.”

Kien hemm kaz wiehed ta’ non-
konsummazzjoni li gie mibghut lis-
Santa Sede u gie deciz b’mod affir-
mattiv billi nghatat id-Dispensa.

Gew processati wkoll 4 kazijiet
ta’ Dispensa “In Favorem Fidei” li
minnhom 2 kellhom esitu affir-
mattiv ghaliex kienu involuti Mus-
sulmani waqt li t-tnejn l-ohra kel-
lhom decizjoni negattiva ghaliex
ma giex ippruvat li l-parti l-ohra
ma kienetx mghammda.

Ma’ tul is-sena rcevejna wkoll
16-il kaz ta’ Rogatorji mit-Tribu-
nali Esteri li kollha gew Kkonkluzi
ma’ tul is-sena.

Dwar it-Tribunal Regjonali  tat-
Tieni Istanza bdew jigu ezaminati

11 5

21 kaz gdid u gew konkluzj 22 kaz
li minnhom 18 ikkonfermaw . bid-
Digriet is-Sentenza ta’ l-Ewwel Is-
tanza; kien. hemm 2 kazijiet li sar
il-process ordinarju li f’kaz wiehed
inghatat Sentenza Affirmattiva li
kkonfermat is-Sentenza ta’ 1-Ew-
wel - Istanza -u - fl-iehor inghatat
Sentenza negattiva u. l-kaz. kellu
jintbaghat lis-Sagra Romana Rota
biex jigi trattat f'Appell fit-Tielet
Istanza.

Kif wiehed jista’ jara x-xoghol
tat-Tribunal kien wiehed intensiv,
specjalment meta wiened jikkunsi-
dra n-numru limitat ta’ l-Imhallfin
u ta’ l-ufficcjali 1-ohra. tat-Tribunal.
Ma nistax ma nroddx hajr lir-reli-
gjuzi ta’ l-ghajnuna disinteressata
taghhom kif ukoll liz-zewg sacer-
doti psikologi 1li minhabba l-kom-
petenza taghhom u I-fatt 1i jithmu
aktar minn psikjatri lajci dak li ka-
nonikament huwa mehtieg ghall-
validita taz-zwieg ged ighinu b’
mod konkret lill-TImhallfin biex jas-
lu ghad-decizjonijiet taghhom.

Ma’ tul is-sena li ghaddiet Kel-
Ina wkoll l-ghajnuna ta’ xi semi-
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naristi f’dak 1li ghandu x’jagsam
max-xoghol tal-Kancellerija tat-
Tribunal u ta’ Attwarji. Bi ftehim
mar-Rettur tas-Seminarju ged nip-
pruvaw li s-seminaristi jkollhom
ftit ta’ l-esperjenza fix-xoghol tat-
Tribunal billi jkollhom kuntatt di-
rett mal-kazijiet li ged jigu ezami-
nati biex dan iservihom meta aktar
il quddiem ikunu inseriti fil-hidma
pastorali,

Nisperaw li ma’ tul is-sena li gej-
ja t-Tribunal jibda jaghmel uzu
minn computer biex ix-xoghol jit-
haffef u jsir b’aktar effizjenza.

Fl-ahharnett, minhabba l-akkuza
li soltu ssir anki fil-gurnali li biex
taghmel kawza fit-Tribunal Ekkles-
jastiku jrid ikollok hafna flus, taj-
jeb li wiehed ikun mgharraf dwar
il-hlasijiet 1i saru matul is-sena li
ghaddiet minn dawk 1i gie konkluz
il-kaz taghhom, u dan biex inkunu
nistghu nirrispondu ghall-akkuzi li
soltu jsiru f’dan ir-rigward. Mid-38
kaz konkluzi, ghaliex it-Tribunal
ma jippretendix hlasijiet ta’ Roga-
torji u ta’ domandi li ma jigux ac-

cettati, 21 ma hallsu xejn, 7 hallsu
biss parti mill-ispejjez u 10 hallsu
l-ispejjez kollha. Ta’ min isemmi li
bhala regola dawk li ma hallsu xejn
jew biss parti ta’ l-ispejjez ikollhom
ir-rakkomandazzjoni tal-kappillan
li ma jkunux f’pozizzjoni li jhallsu
spejjez tat-Tribunal. Biss ma nis-
tghux ma nirriferux ghal xi kazi-
jiet ta’ dawk li japprofittaw irwie-
hhom u 1li jkunu f’pozizzjoni li
jhallsu l-ispejjez u jibgghu ma
jaghmlux dan. Evidentement it-Tri-
bunal ma ghandux il-mezzi biex
igieghlhom jaghmlu dan. L-ispejjez
ta’ kawza jvarja minn Lml50 sa
Lm250 u dan jiddependi min-num-
ru tas-seduti li jkunu saru, mill-is-
pejjez tat-tobba, spejjez tal-kancel-
lerija 'specjalment fotokopji ecc.
Ta’ min isemmi li bis-servizz
moghti miz-zewg psikologi sacer-
doti l-ispejjez konsiderevoli tat-
tobba psikjatri gew imnaqgsa.

Valletta 10 Frar 1986.
Monsinjur Arthur Said Pullicino,
Vigarju Gudizzjali.

KUMMISSJONI KATEKETIKA NAZZJONALI
RAPPORT TA’ HIDMA 1985

Introduzzjoni

“L-iktar haga prattika hi teorija
tajba” (Kurt Lewis). Il-Kummissjo-
ni taf 1i l-katekisti u operaturi pas-
torali ohra qrib tal-qasam kateketi-
~ ku, jehtiegu u jridu hafna mezzi
prattici biex jezercitaw il-missjoni
taghhom: Kkotba, celebrazzjonijiet,
kant, stampi, slides, features u I-
bgija. Imma temmen ukoll. li I-ik-
tar haga principali u mehtiega f’
Kull zmien, mill-aktar fis fi Zmien-

na, hi I-formazzjoni shiha tal-kate-
kisti taghna: il-bidla mehtiega fil-
mentalitd, fir-rotta. Hi l-htiega ta’
ideat cari, ta’ “teorija tajba”. Dik
hi tassew l-aktar haga prattika.
Ghalhekk minghajr ma tittrasku-
ra li, id f’id ma’ kummissjonijiet u
Entijiet Djocesani ohrajn, tipprodu-
¢i mezzi aggornati u adattati ghall-
uzu tal-katekisti kollha, il-Kummis-
sjoni tfittex gabel xejn li tkun stru-
ment ta’ formazzjoni dejjem sejra



- ghall-kategoriji kollha ta’ dawk li
jahdmu fil-gasam kateketiku. Ghax
katekisti aggornati tassew jafu Ii
bil-ghajnuna dejjiema tal-Mulej, 1-
aqwa gnodda fit-thabbir u l-appro-
fondiment tal-Kelma huma, il-per-
suna taghhom, ix-xhieda taghhom.
Katekisti tassew iffurmati jafu
jaggornaw u jadattaw kull mezz
tajjeb ghall-ogsma taghhom. Ghall-
kuntrarju, katekisti bla formazzjo-
ni dejjem sejra, jistghu jkollhom f’
idejhom I-iktar mezzi moderni u
sofistikati, ghax xorta ma jingdewx
tajjeb bihom.

Ghalhekk, ir-Rapport li gej jem-
fasizza dawn iz-zewg ogsma ta’
teorija u prattika. Perswazi li ba-
ga’ hafna xi jsir, fiz-zewg ogsma.
Imma ferhanin ukoll 1i, bil-grazzja
ta’ Alla u bl-ghajnuna ta’ hafna —
kappillani, sacerdoti, religjuzi, ka-
tekisti, ghalliema u individwi ohra
— il-hidma kateketika fid-Djocesi,
bil-mod il-mod riesga biex tinghata
l-prijorita li jisthoqgilha, fil-mohh,
fil-hin, fil-persuni, fil-finanzi u 1-
bgija.

(1) Jum it-Taghlim Nisrani
(29/9/85)

Is-suggett maghzul ghal Jum it-
Taghlim Nisrani ta’ din is-sena gie
milqugh tajjeb hafna. Ghazilna: IT-
TFAL FIL-PARROCCA WARA L-
GRIZMA. Jidher li dan is-suggett
ged jinkwieta bis-serjeta lil hafna
Kappillani u lil diversi Ghaqdiet. F’
dan il-Jum, u fl-attivitajiet marbu-
tin mieghu, ippruvajna noholgu
kuxjenza. Ippruvajna wkoll naraw
kif nistghu nghinu 11 xulxin halli
nipprovdu iktar mezzi, ingeddu jew
nonolqu strutturi, u fuq kollox in-
hejju persuni adattati ghal din il-
kategorija tant importanti.

Fil-parroc¢i ghadhom sejrin s’is-

sa s-seminars u l-granet ta’ studju
marbutin ma’ dan il-problema.

Min-naha tal-Kummissjoni

— ghamilna lagghat ma’ espertij f’
diversi materji biex nistudjaw
is-suggett minn hafna angoli,
bl-ghajnuna generuza tad-Djak-
nu Charles Scicluna, bnejna sta-
tistika dettaljata, ghal kull par-
roccéa, u ghad-djocesi ¥kollha
tat-tfal kollha, subien u bniet,
li ghamlu 1-Grizma mill-1977
sal-1984, b’tali mod 1li hargu
certi “trends” parrokkjali u djo-
cesani, u sirna nafu Xkemm
ghandna, sena b’sena, pre-ado-
lexxenti/zghazagh f’kull par-
_rocca: b’kollox ghandna 'l fuq
minn 49,000 bejn 11 u 18-il se-
na, ;

bi ftehim mal-Bord Editoriaii
tal-Pastor, il-harga ta’ Settem-
bru - Ottubru 1985 kellha dos-
. sier dwar il-Preadolexxenti, im-
hejji mill-Kummissjoni, u b’arti-
kli minn Rev. Prof. P. Serraci-
no Inglott (Dimensjoni Teologi-
ka), Rev. Dr. Mario Vassalio
(Dimensjoni Socjologika), Rev.
Paul Galea (Dimensjoni Psikolo-
gika), Prof. Charles Farrugia
Dimensjoni Pedagogika), ‘u Fr.
Joseph Bugeja O.F.M. Counv.
(Dimensjoni Kateketika);
lestejna Kit ghal kull parroc¢a,
li fih kien hemm: posters b’5
slogans differenti; suggerimen-
ti prattici ghal attivitajiet kon-
nessi mal-Jum; punti ghal dis-
kussjoni fi hdan il-Kumitat Ka-
teketiku jew il-Kunsill Parrok-
kjali; animazzjoni tal-Quddies
f’dak il-Jum, siltiet rilevanti
mill-Catchesi Tradendae; punti
ghall-Omelija;



— hejjejna 1-Jum mad-Delegati, u
ddiskutejnih wara li ghadda:
hafna Delegati, kif kienu mitlu-
ba, hejjew rapport dwar il-Jum
fil-Parroc¢ca taghhom;
fit-2 ta’ Ottubru, Festa ta’ 1-An-
gli Kustodji, u ftit jiem wara
Jum it-Taghlim Nisrani, laqqaj-
na l-katekisti u l-ghalliema ma’
Mons. Arcisqof, fis-Sala tal-
MUSEUM, Blata 1-Bajda: kienet
laggha sabiha u utli ta’ mijiet
ta’ operaturi pastorali impor-
tanti mar-Raghaj . spiritwali
taghhom.

Xtaqgna hafna li stajna niffinaliz-

zaw il-hafna xoghol li ghamlilna

Rev. Dr. Mario Vassallo biex naghi-

mlu studju fost [-adolexxenti Mal-

tin, halli naraw min huma u x’in-
huma I-valuri taghhom — biex nis-

tghu naqduhom ahjar. Nittamaw li

Rev. Vassallo ma gatax galbu min-

na, u li fil-futur garib inkunu nis-

tghu nwettqu dan I-istudju tant
mehtieg, biex nagixxu ma’ dil-kate-
gorija b’metodi u mezzi rilevanti.

(2) Kors dwar il-pre-adolexxenti
Bhala rizultat ta’ Jum it-Taghlim
Nisrani, matul ix-xahar ta’ Ottub-
ru u Novembru 1-Azzjoni Kattoli-
ka talbet lill-Kummissjoni biex
flimkien norganizzaw Kors ta’ 6

lagghat dwar il-Katekezi tat-tfal

ta’ wara 1-Grizma. Dawn il-lagghat
saru darba fil-gimgha, fis-Sala
Mons. Dandria, fl-Istitut Kattoliku.
Il-lagghat kollha tmexxew minn
Dun G. Deguara, Vici-President tal-
K.K.N. L-attendenza kienet tajba.
Dawk li attendew Kkienu membri
ta’ 1-Ghaqdiet jew Teachers li
jghallmu I-preadolexxenti.

(3) Kors ta’ proficjenza kateketika
Dis-sena nhass il-bzonn li ner-
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gghu naghmlu Kors simili. Dan il-
kors fih tmien credits: jibda f'Ot-
tubru u jispicca f’Lulju. Issir lag-
gha ta’ saghtejn u nofs fil-gimgha.

Ghall-Kors ta’ dis-sena applikaw
31. 25 minnhom Kkellhom attenden-
za ta’ 75 fil-mija, Pero’ dawk li
kkwalifikaw issodisfaw il-kundiz-
zjonijiet 1-ohra wkoll, jigifieri pre-
parazzjoni ta’ lezzjoni, kritika ta’
ktieb kateketiku u essay fugq tema
kateketiku.

Dawk li kkwalifikaw kienu: Bo-
navia Norbert, Borg Isabelle, Bu-
hagiar Maria, Buhagiar Gorg, Cal-
leja Jacqueline, Camilleri Edmondi-
na, Camilleri Myriam, Cutajar Ray-
mond, D’Amato Brigid, D’Amato
Roger, Gusman Arthur, Mifsud
Paul, Riolo Sylvia, Tonna Teresa.
Dawn « kisbu kwalifika maghrufa
mill-Kurja ta’ Malta li jistghu jghal-
Imu l-katekezi fil-Parrocc¢i u fl-Is-
kejjel. Nittamaw li I-parrocéi jitol-
bu s-servizz taghhom. Lilhom
nawgurawlhom li jzommu ruhhom
aggornati, u ma jikkuntentawx ru-
hhom b’dan il-kors biss.

(5) Korsijiet ta’ edukazzjoni
sesswali

Ghal hafna ragunijiet, dan huwa
gasam li fih il-katekisti taghna tad-
diversi kategoriji, jehtieg ikunu ag-
gornati hafna. F’Novembru ta’ 1-
1984 konna ghamilna Kors tajjeb
hafna ghall-Ghalliema, li ghalih at-
tendew 40. Huma stess issuggerew
korsijiet onra. Fil-fatt, madwar 20
minnhom attendew Kors 1li gha-
milna ghalihom fi tliet Sibtijiet ta’
Marzu (1985), dwar il-Biologija
tas-Sess — haga li kienet niegsa
mill-Kors ta’ Novembru 1984. Ii-
Kors mexxietu tajjeb hafna Mrs.
Simone Vella. '

Imbaghad sar Kors-ghall-eduka-



turi ta’ l-adolexxenti, f'Mejju u
Gunju, u ghalih attendew mal-100
katekist. Is-suggetti kienu: il-Psi-
kologija ta’ 1-Adolexxenti; il-valur
tas-sesswalita fil-vizjoni nisranija;
il-kuntest li fih tinghata l-edukaz-
zjoni sesswali; il-bijologija tas-sess;
problemi morali konnessi mas-ses-
swalita. Il-lecturers kienu: Dr. Ele-
na Gatt, Rev. Dr. V. Shields, Rev.
Prof. P. Serracino Inglott, Mrs. Si-
mone Vella, Fr. Alfred Micallef
S.J. Kull wahda mis-7 sessjonijiet
kienet ta’ saghtejn (is-Sibt mill-
4.15 sas-6.15 p.m.)

Fug suggeriment ta’ persuna li
attendiet il-Kors ta’ Mejju-Gunju,
hejjejna wkoll Kors ta’ Edukazzjo-
ni Sesswali ghall-Haddiema tal-
Fabbriki. ‘Dal-Kors ippjanajnih
maz-Z.H.N., il-Moviment ta’ Kana,
l-Ispigolatrici Cettina Dimech u
haddiema tal-ftit fabbriki li fosthom
saret il-propaganda. Ghamilna

i wkoll lagghat mal-kelliema, 1i kie-

nu: Dr. Mercy Schembri Wisma-
yer, Mrs. Simone Vella, Rev. Paul
Galea u Fr. Alfred Micallef S.J. II-
Kors kellu 5 lagghat ta’ siegha u
nofs-il wahda. Attendew madwar
60, u mir-risposti ghall-question-
naire li ghamilnilhom, kollha deh-
ru sodisfatti hafna. Nittamaw li fl-
1986 inkomplu b’dawn il-Korsijiet
tant mehtiega.

(5) Delegati parrokkjali

Din is-sena komplejna bl-isforzi
taghna biex il-lagghat tad-Delegati
Parrokkjali naghmluhom regolar-
ment kemm. hu possibbli. Fil-fatt,
matul is-sena 1985 irnexxilna nil-
tagghu tmien darbiet. Anna per-
swazi li I-katekezi parrokkjali hija
wiehed mill-pilastri mehtiega ghall-
edukazzjoni religjuza — anzi hi 1-
aktar ambjent naturali fejn il-fidi
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tista’ tikber u tissahhah. Jekk I-is-
kop medjat tal-katekezi huwa 1-bi-
ni tal-komunita nisranija, allura 1-
katekezi parrokkjali hi indispen-
sabbli. Huwa fuq din il-konvinzjoni
li ahna naghtu tant importanza lill-
izvilupp u l-ko-ordinament tal-kate-
kezi li jehtieg li jkun hemm fil-par-
rocca.

Fil-lagghat mad-Delegati ddisku-
tejna suggetti li dehrilna importan-
ti biex nilhqu dan il-ghan. Fost 1-
ohrajn tkellimna dwar kif tuza bi
kreattivita t-testi tat-tfal mahruga
mill-Kummissjoni; = dwar Il-enfasi-
jilet ta’ natura Kkateketika ghal
zmien ir-Randan; dwar it-trends
godda fil-komunikazzjoni kateketi-
ka; dwar il-mezzi u s-servizzi li
ged joffri 1-Media Centre; dwar it-
tema u l-organizzazzjoni ta’ Jum it-
Taghlim Nisrani fil-parrocci; dwar
il-problemi u l-isfidi tat-taghlim
tat-tfal fil-parroc¢i wara 1-Grizma;
u dwar il-ko-ordinament fil-kateke-
zi parrokkjali bejn il-ktieb ta’ l-is-
kola “Lejn il-Missier 3” u 1-ktieb li
fl-istess sena ged jintuza fil-parroc-
¢i (“Jiena Maghkom™).

L-attendenza tad-Delegati ghal
kull laggha, kif ukoll is-sehem u 1-
interess taghhom waqt il-laggnat
jidhrilna 1i hu sodisfacenti. Waqt
li d-Delegati ta’ xi parroc¢ci huma
assidwi u attendew ghal kull lag-
gha, xi ohrajn assentew ruhhom
ghal xi lagghat. Ghal kull laggha
attendew medja ta’ 30 Delegat
(minn massimu ta’ 63, li ma ntla-
haq qatt fl-ebda okkazjoni). Imma
l-aktar li jiddizappuntana hu 1-fatt
li erba’ parroc¢c¢i langas biss inno-
minaw delegat, waqt li d-Delegati
ta’ 8 parroc¢éi ohra ma dehru qatt
matul din is-sena.

Nittamaw 1i issa li hareg il-Pjan
Pastorali, il-parrocéi kollha jifhmu



I-htiega tal-Kumitat Kateketiku u
tad-Delegat Parrokkjali, u jaraw li
d-Delegati taghhom mhux biss jat-
tendu ghal-lagghat 1i jsirulhom
mill-Kummissjoni, imma wkoll jir-
referixxu u jiddiskutu dak li jkun
inghad, mal-Kumitat.

(6) Lagghat u seminars
parrokkjali .

Illum kwazi 1-Kappillani kollha
fehmu l-htiega tal-lagghat li ghan-
dhom isiru ghall-genituri li jkunu se
jressqu lil uliedhom ghas-Sagra-
menti. Nixtiequ li jifthimha kulhadd
u li l-lagghat isiru kullimkien b’ik-
tar konvinzjoni u regolarita. Fejn
isir tajjeb, jinnassu l-effetti anki
fil-bgija tal-hajja parrokkjali.

Hafna mill-granet taghna( 1-full
timers mal-K.K.N.) ingattghuh f’la-
gghat mal-genituri, i whud minn-
hom isiru fil-ghodu wkoll, ghall-
ommijiet naturalment; ghall-missi-
rijiet isiru fil-ghaxija. Hawn nistghu
nissuggerixxu lill-Kappillani, lid-
Delegati u lill-Kumitati Kateketici
Parrokkjali, li forsi jkun anjar jekk
iz-zewg lagghat — kemm ta’ fil-
ghodu u kemm ta’ fil-ghaxija —

ikunu miftuhin kemm ghall-irgiel

— li numru kbir taghhom illum
jahdmu bix-shift — u kemm ghan-
nisa. Ghax l-ideal dejjem jibga’ 1-
prezenza tal-genituri flimkien.

Nirringrazzjaw lid-diversi sacer-
doti, religjuzi u lajci, li b’hafna sa-
grificéju jaccettaw li jmexxu dawn
il-lagghat. = Minghajr l-ghajnuna
taghhom, ma jkunx possibbli gha-
lina li nlahhqu wehedna mal-Par-
rocci kollha.

Nirringrazzjaw ukoll lill-Kappil-
lani 1li ta’ spiss qed  jistidnuna
mmexxu seminars u granet ta’ stu-
dju, b’temi direttament jew indi-
rettament konnessi mal-katekezi,
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kemm dwar il-kontenut kif ukoll
dwar l-organizzazzjoni. L-istess
nghidu lill-Kappillani li jitolbuna
nghinuhom jorganizzaw Korsijiet
ta’ aggornament Kateketiku fil-par-
rocca. Sinjal li 1-Katekezi tiela’ fl-
importanza!

(?) Seminars u lagghat
mat-teachers

Saru zewg sessjonijiet ta’ studju
ghall-ghalliema  tal-Primarji 1
gegndin juzaw  it-tieni ktieb fis-
sensiela LEJN IL-MISSIER. L-ew-
wel wahda kienet dwar il-metodo-
logija u I-kontenut tal-ktieb; it-tie-
ni
klassi tar-Religjon. Il-ghalliema
pproponew li 1-Kummissjoni jkol-
lha “resource centre’ ta’ materjal
komplimentari ghall-kotba, u li dan
jizviluppa bil-kooperazzjoni ta’ I-
istess. skejjel.

F’Lulju sar Seminar ta’ gurnata
ghall-istudenti li hadu sehem fil-
Kors ta’ Proficjenza. Is-Seminar
sar ghand il-Patrijiet Terezjani, f’
Tas-Silg. It-Tema maghzula Kkienet;
“l-Impenn tal-Katekist”. Fil-ghodu
kien hemm brainstorming; wara
nofs inhar diskussjoni fuq is-
slide-feature “Is-Sigra li tat haf-
na”. Din il-gurnata tat xhieda li I-
Kors, barra milli jaghti informaz-
zjoni, hu ezercizzju ghas-sens ta’
komunitd fil-katekezi. Il-grupp ta-'
lab li Seminars bhnal dan ikomplu
jsiru, bi skop ta’ rabta u aggorna-
ment.

(8) Il-handicapped

II-Kummissjoni baqghet- taghti
s-servizz taghha lil Grupp ta’ Geni-
turi ta’ Wlied Handicapped; billi
toffri 1-post ghal-lagghat. Barra
dan is-servizz, permezz ta’ Dun
Guzepp Borg Micallef, Zammet

kienet dwar il-kreattivita fil- -



lagghat ghall-genituri tat-tfal i
ghamlu I-Ewwel Tqarbina u ghall-
genituri u 1-Parrinijiet tat-tfal Ii
rcevew il-Grizma. Ghal dawn iz-
zewg okkazjonijiet inghataw noti u
stampi biex fid-dar it-tfal ikunu
mhejjija mill-istess genituri. F’dan
il-qasam hemm kamp ta’ hidma ik-
bar.

Haga gdida f’din is-sena Kienet
dwar il-Parrinijiet. Gew accettati
bhala Parrinijiet dawk il-persuni li
bil-miktub, impenjaw ruhhom Ili
jaghtu ezempju lill-filjozzi ta’ haj-
ja nisranija u fin-nuggas tal-geni-
turi jidhlu huma biex jaghtuhom
edukazzjoni nisranija. Din hi haga
li ta’ min jadottaha ghal Malta kol-
lha, ghall-Parrinijiet kollha,
Magnmudija u tal-Grizma.

(9) Kotba

Il-Ktieb princ¢ipali li hrigna din
is-sena kien LEJN IL-MISSIER 3,
ghal idejn it-tfal fit-tielet klassi tal-
Primarji, kif ukoll il-gwida relattiva
ghall-ghalliema. Hadulna hafna xo-
ghol, imma jidhru li gew milqugha
tajjeb hafna. B’hekk wasalna f’nofs
il-progett ghall-Primarji, u bdejna
nhejju r-raba’ ktieb.

Imbaghad stampajna mill-gdid il-
Missal Kateketiku ghas-Sena C u
I-fuljett “Storja tas-Salvazzjoni”, li
juzaw ghall-Matrikola.

Kellna diversi talbiet biex ner-
gehu nistampaw il-ktejjeb sabih 1i
kellna dwar il-Maghmudija. Imma
jekk ma jkollniex certezza li jgas-
smuh “il-parroc¢i kollha, ma jkunx
prattikabbli li nistampawh bi prezz
ragonevoli. Biex inbieghet l-ewwel
edizzjoni ghaddew ghaxar snin
ghax hafna parro¢éi ma kenux juru
impenn. L-istess bhalma gara lill-
ktieb sabih “Lejn iz-Zwieg fil-Mu-
lej”, 1i stampajna fl-1982: bagagh-

Ina eluf kbar ma’ wic¢¢éna. Biex tis-
tampa ktieb trid eluf ta’ liri, u ma
nkunux nistghu nistampaw kotba
li ma juzawhomx il-parrocci (jew
l-iskejjel, f’¢erti kazi) kollha.

(10) X’mghamilniex
Naturalment il-qasam kateketiku

‘huwa vastissmu, u dejjem sa jibga’

tal- :
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x’taghmel. Hawn sa nsemmu biss
affarijiet 1i xtagna, u forsi bi ftit
aktar impenn — taghna u ta’ oh-
rajn — stajna naghmlu u mghamil-
niex.

— Kummissjoni Kateketika ffur-
mata b’mod shih; kellna nisten-
new il-hrug tal-Pjan Pastorali
(li sal-31 ta’ Dicembru 1985
kien ghadu ma harigx), u allu-
ra kien biss fl-ahhar xhur tas-
sena li laggajna Kumitat Kate-
ketiku, princ¢ipalment biex hejja
1-Kungress li sar f’Jannar 1986;
issa li hareg il-Pjan Pastorali,
nittama ma ddumx ma tigi ffur-
mata Kummissjoni f’sens shih;
Studju fost l-istudenti ta’ bejn
il-11 u s-16-il sena, biex nifhmu
izjed il-mentalita u l-htigiet tal-
preadolexxenti u l-adolexxenti
taghna; nittamaw li Rev. Dr. M.
Vassallo ma qatax qgalbu min-
na;

Ktieb ta’ celebrazzjonijiet u
ghanjiet bil-Malti, ghall-uzu fil-
parro¢¢i u fl-iskejjel, bhala
mezzi komplimentari ghall-kot-
ba 1li hrigna; weghduhomilna
imma ma waslux;

Ktieb ghal idejn il-genituri tat-
tfal li jkunu ged jithejjew ghali-
Grizma; weghduhulna, imma
ma wasalx;

Kuntatti veri u hidma program-
mata ma’ l-ghalliema u l-iskej-
jel, specjalment dawk tal-Knis-
ja; ma jiddependux biss minna.



(11) Konkluzjoni

Hajr lill-Mulej u lil kull min
ghenna, specjalment kelliema f’
Korsijiet, nies f’Kummissjonijiet Ii
nahdmu spiss maghhom, Kappilla-
ni, Sacerdoti, Religjuzi, Delegati,
Superjuri ta’ 1-Ghagdiet u 1-Grup-
pi Insara, Katekisti, Ghalliema, u
persuni ohra, bhas-Sur Alfred
Cauchi, li jghinuna hafna biex in-

zommu u nirrangaw il-lokal taghna
fl-Istitut Kattoliku. Nitolbu Iill-
Mulej ikompli jghinna nahdmu f’
dan il-qasam tant vitali ghall-Kni-
sja, b’ferh u tama.

Dun Guzepp Borg Micallef,
President.
Dun Pawl Camilleri,
Segretarju Generali

SEGRETARJAT HIDMA SOCJALI U TA’ KARITA’
CARITAS MALTA

PJAN TA> AZZJONI 1986-87

A. INTRODUZZJONI

Ghoxrin sena ilu, I1-Knisja fil-
Kon¢ilju Vatikan II stqgarret li “I-
hena u t-tama, in-niket u d-dwej-
jaq tan-nies ta’ zmienna, specjal-
ment ta’ dawk li huma fgar jew
maghfusa b’xi mod, huma l-hena
u t-tama, in-niket u d-dwejjaq
ukoll ta’ dawk li jimxu wara Kris-
tu” (Gaudium et Spes). Ghalhekk,
is-Segretarjat Hidma Socjali u ta’
Karita (Caritas Malta) se jiehu 1-
okkazjoni ta’ dan l-anniversarju
importanti biex jishaq fil-Pjan ta’
Azzjoni ghas-snin 86-87 li iktar
nies jghixu I-karitd u l-gustizzja
socjali  quddiem sitwazzjonijiet
konkreti ta’ fagar. Din hija wkoll
il-linja ta’ azzjoni 1li 1-Caritas In-
ternationalis ged tiehu biex tilhaq
l-oggettivi taghha: li tanima (tis-
sensibilizza 1-komunita dwar is-su-
riet godda ta’ faqar), tikkordina r-
rizorsi fi hdanha u tizviluppa ser-
vizzi godda skond il-htigijiet tal-
bniedem fil-bzonn.

B. L-GHAN TAL-PJAN:
Li iktar nies jaghrfu u jghixu I-
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karita u l-gustizzja socjali quddiem
sitwazzjonijiet konkreti ta’ faqgar.

C. OGGETTIVI:

Cl. Sensibilizzazzjoni  tal-ko-
munita biex iktar nies ihossuhom
responsabbli ta’ huthom fil-bzonn
u jaghtu sehem . iktar attiv skond
ir-rizorsi taghhom.

C2. Taghrif u edukazzjoni sis-
tematika dwar it-Teologija u 1I-
Pastorali tal-karita fil-knisja lokali.

¢3. Formazzjoni u Tahrig tal-
voluntieri fil-gasam socjali u ta’
karita bil-hsieb ta’ sehem iktar
shih fi progetti komuni li jkunu
ta’ siwi ghall-kommunita.

C4. Tishih 'tas-servizzi mibdija -
mill-Caritas b’risq individwi u fa-
milji fid-diffikulte‘a. b’'mod partiku-
lari:

a. Id-Drogati u lqraba tagh-
hom;

b. In-nies li jghixu wehidhom;

¢. L-Inkapacitati fil-familja;

d. Impenn favur in-nies bla
xoghol;

e. Ghajnuna ta’ Emergenza.

¢5. Harsa u analizi ta’ l-istrut-



turi socjali tal-pajjiz u tal-Knisja
biex dawn l-istrutturi jagdu ahjar
l-esigenzi ta’ hniena u gustizzja.

C6. Inizjattivi biex il-Kummis-
sjoni Familja twettaq Pjan ta’ Az-
zjoni bhala rizultat tar-Rapport
tal-Familja mahrug mill-Caritas
biex ikunu moqdija ahjar il-htigi-
jiet tal-familja.

D. IMPLIMENTAZZJONI TA’

L-OGGETTI TAL-PJAN

D1. In-nies li jabbuzaw mid-Drogi.

a. Il-Programm Preventiv Kkon-
tra 1-Abbuz tad-Drogi.
II-Grupp ta’ nies imharrga fil-
Prevenzjoni jiehdu hsieb:
ikabbru l-librerija awdjo-vizwa-
1i;
jahdmu fuq pubblikazzjonijiet
biex it-taghrif dwar id-Droga u
l-effetti taghha jilhaq lil kul-
hadd;
jissuktaw bit-tahditiet u semi-
nars fil-parroé¢éi u fl-iskejjel;
jaghmlu wzu ikbar mill-Mass
Media;
jissuktaw bis-Social and Life
Skills Programme f’iktar skej-
jel biex zghazagh minn 10 sa
16-il sena jitghallmu jsolvu I-
problemi hajja u mhux jahir-
buhom permezz tad-droga;.
jiehdu hsieb iharrgu iktar
ghalliema u genituri dwar 1-
azzjoni li ghandhom jiehdu fid-
dar, fl-iskejjel u fil-kommunita.
Ir-Rijabilitazzjoni tad-Drogati.
L-Induction Centre ikompli
jsahhah is-servizzi tieghu bis-
shubija ma’ Federazzjonijiet
. Internazzjonali fil-qasam tar-
Rijabilitazzjoni u bil-ghajnuna
ta’ esperti barranin u Maltin
imharrga f’dawn is-servizzi;

| &

— Jitwaqqaf Kumitat Amminist-
rattiv biex. ifassal, jikkordina u
jizviluppa dan is-servizz skond
il-htigijiet tal-mument.
Komunita Terapewtika.

Jinghata bidu ghal Komunita

Terapewtika 1i toffri kura resi-

denzjali lid-drogati 1li jkollhom

bzonn kura iktar intensiva u fit-
tul. Dan il-progett jista’ jitwettaq
jekk jinstabu iktar individwi u or-
ganizzazzjonijiet  filantropi¢i 1i

(0

jkunu lesti li jappoggjaw dan is-
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servizz li iktar ma jghaddi z-
zmien iktar qged inhossu l-htiega
tieghu f’pajjizna.

D2. In-Nies Wehidhom

— Isir stharrig biex tingabar in-
formazzjoni dwar l-ghadd u 1I-
kundizzjonijiet tan-nies 1i jghi-
xu wehidhom u li ma ghand-
hom lil hadd min jiehu hsieb-
hom, xforma ta’ ghajnuna
ghandhom bzonn.

Tingabar lista tan-nies li fuq
bazi volontarja jkunu lesti biex
jghinu lil.min huwa wahdu fil-
parroc¢ca. Din il-hidma ghandha
titwettaq flimkien mal-kappil-
lan u bil-koperazzjoni ta’ indi-
vidwi u ghaqdiet fl-istess par-
rocca.

Jinghata tahrig lill-voluntieri li
jahdmu f’din l-iskema.
Tinghata wkoll kull koperaz-
zjoni mill-Caritas lil kull enti li
toffri servizzi lin-nies wehid-
hom.

Dan il-Progett ta’ Ghajnuna lill-
Angzjani inbeda mill-Caritas f1-1983
bl-isem ta’ Good Neighbour
Scheme u qed jitwettaq f’zewg
parrocci bil-koperazzjoni ta’ diver-
si individwi u membri ta’ ghag-
diet. Dan is-servizz fis-snin 86-87
ser jinfirex mhux biss ghall-anz-



jani izda ghan-nies Kollha 1i jghi-
xu wehidhom. Biex dan il-pro-
gett isehh irid ikun hemm Kkoper-
azzjoni shiha minn kulhadd.

D3. L-Inkapacitati fil-Familja
— Fis-sena 1985, il-Caritas bdiet
taghti servizz permezz tal-vo-
luntieri lill-genituri 1i ghand-
hom fi djarhom tfal jew zgha-
zagh inkapacitati b’koperaz-
zjoni ma’ 1-Ghaqda
garten of the Handicapped Pa-
rents Group”. Dan is-servizz
ghandu jissahhah' u jinfirex
f’iktar- familji biex il-genituri
jkunu jistghu jiehdu l-mistrieh
taghhom. Dan huwa servizz ta’
. siwi kbir ghall-inkapacitati u
I-genituri taghhom u nittamaw
li iktar individwi u organizzaz-
zjonijiet jaghtu sehemhom.
Il-voluntieri, il-genituri u l-in-
kapacitati fid-djar - jistghu jo-
‘holqu rabta ta’ hbiberija bej-
niethom ‘permezz-ta’ dan is-
Servizz.

D4. Impenn Favur in-Nies bla
Xoghol

L-ghaqdiet fi hdan 11 Caritas, kif
ukoll organizzazzjonijiet u individ-
wi li jistghu jghinu biex. tittaffa I-
problema - tal-qaghad f'pajjizna,
ghandhom jersqu lejn xulxin biex
jaraw kif u sa fejn ]1stghu ighinu
lill-familji milquta serjament mill-
qaghad u x’alternattivi ' jistghu jin-
ghataw liz-zghazagh 1i qged jghixu
dizorjentati . u frustrati minhabba
n-nuqqas ta’ xoghol u l-hafna hin
liberu- li ghandhom f’idejhom.

D5. Ghajnuna ta’ Emergenza
F’dawn .l-ahhar snin sfortunata-

ment id-dizastri naturali kibru fil-

ghadd u qed ihallu warajhom bos-

“Kinder-

Kummissjoni

ta vittmi. Ahna, bhala Maltin, dej-
jem hassejna sens qawwi ta’ soli-
darjeta ma’ hutna fil-bzonn izda 1-
ghajnuna taghna dejjem hadet iz-
zmien biex tasal fejn ghandha ta-
sal.

Biex l-ghajnuna f’kaz ta’ emer-
genza tithaffef, il-Kummissjoni
Emergenza tal-Caritas  fasslet
f’"dawn l-ahhar xhur policy gdida
dwar kazi ta’ emergenza.

— Ikun f'waqtu jekk jitfassal va-
demecum fuq il-linji proposti
mill-Caritas Internationalis
biex kull min jiehu sehem f’at-
zjoni ta’ emergenza jkun jaf
x’ghandu jaghmel u kif l-ahjar
jaghti l-ghajnuna tieghu.
Tajjeb ukoll 1i jinstabu mezzi
halli fis-sentejn 1li gejjin  jit-
waqqgaf Fond Permanenti biex
jaghmel tajjeb ghall-htigijiet ta’
emergenza f’Malta jew barra
minn Malta.

D6. Pjan ta’ Azzjoni dwar
il-Familja

Ir-rapprezentant taghna fi hdan
il-Kummissjoni Djocezana Familja
jissokta jressaq - quddiem din il-
s-suggeriment = tal-
Caritas biex ir-Rapport tal-Familja
jigi studjat u jitfassal Pjan.

E. Biex l-oggettivi tal-Pjan jint-
lahqu u jigu implimentati jen-
htieg:

El. 1i kull min. jahdem fil-gasam
socCjali u ta’ karita, kemm fuq bazi

professjonali u bi hlas, kif ukoll
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fuq bazi. volontarja.irid. ihoss is-
sejha biex jahdem fost in-nies fil-
bzonn, kif ukoll ikollu motivazzjo-
nijiet . cari u dedikazzjoni = shiha
biex il-hidma fost il-foqra ma
tkunx ispirata mill-gliegh,  il-pres-



tigju personali u l-emozzjoni tal-
mument iZda minn ispirazzjoni
evangelika li tiffavorixxi ghazla
preferenzjali tal-foqra.

E2. Ghaldagstant, hija mehtiega
formazzjoni u tahrig permanenti
ta’ l-operaturi pastorali kollha fil-
gasam socjali u ta’ karita. Biex
jintlahaq dan l-iskop, il-Caritas bi

ftehim mal-Fakulta tat-Teologija,

l-Inserm, id-Dipartiment tas-Soc-
jologija fl-Universita u ghaqdiet
membri tal-Caritas tfassal Pro-
gramm ta’ Edukazzjoni u Tahrig li
fost hwejjeg ohra jesponi b’mod
sistematiku t-Teologija. u I-Pasto-
rali tal-Karita fis-sitwazzjonijiet
konkreti ta’ Malta. Bi ftehim mal-
Caritas Ewropeja se jsir Seminar
Ewropej fl-1986 f'Malta. dwar il-
Volontarjat Socjali. I1-Caritas Mal-
ta se tiehu hsieb l-organizzazzjoni
kollha ta’ dan is-Seminar ta’ tlett
ijiem bil-ghajnuna tal-Caritas Sviz-
zera.

E3. Trid titfassal Strategija ta’
Azzjoni fuq il-progetti msemmija
fil-Pjan minn ghaqdiet u individwi
li juru l-fehma 1i jixtiequ jahdmu
flimkien fug progetti komuni min-
ghajr ma tintilef l-identita u l-aw-
tonomija ta’ - kull Ghagda jew Is-
tituzzjoni. L-ahjar forma ta’ kor-
dinament huwa li nahdmu flimkien
fug progetti komuni. B’hekk inku-
nu geghdin nuzaw.ahjar ir-rizorsi
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taghna minghajr hela ta’ zmien u
sparpaljar ta’ energija.

E4. Jitwaqgaf il-Jum tal-Karita
fid-Djocesi. Dan il-Jum ikollu thej-
jija ta’ gimgha ta’ taghrif u atti-
vitajiet biex in-nies jissensibiliz-
zaw ruhhom dwar is-suriet ta’
fagar gdid u jghinu biex b’sens ta’
responsabilta titnaqqas jew tittaffa
t-tbatija u kull bniedem jghix ta’
bniedem.

F’Jum il-Karita jinghataw kon-
tribuzzjonijiet volontarji halli jit-
wagqgqgaf Fond biex jitwettqu pro-
getti ta’ siwi.

E5. Bhala parti mis-sensibiliz-
zazzjoni li tinghata, il-Caritas,
minn zmien ghall-iehor turi 1-feh-
ma taghha dwar it-tibdiliet 1i jkun
hemm bzonn fil-ligijiet u fl-Istituz-
zjonijiet biex tghin fit-titjib tas-
sitwazzjoni tal-bniedem fil-bzonn.

F. KONKLUZJONI

Xtagna li dan il-Pjan ta’ Azzjo-
ni hrignieh wara li jkun gie f’idej-
na 1-Pjan Pastorali =ghad-Djocesi,
izda nahsbu li I-linji generali u 1-
oggetti tal-Pjan imfassal. mill-Ca-
ritas jghinu- l-attwazzjoni ta’ l-is-
pirtu evangeliku fil-qasam .socjo-
pastorali. ‘

-Mons. VICTOR GRECH,
Direttur.



RAPPORT TAS-SEGRETARJAT HIDMA SOCJALI U TA’ KARITA’

(CARITAS MALTA) GHAS-SNIN 1983-85

Fl-assemblea generali 1i saret fi
Frar 1983, il-Caritas varat Pjan ta’
Azzjoni ghas-sentejn li kienu gej-
. jin u tat il-kelma li ma’ tuihom se
tpoggi bhala l-ewwel prijorita lill-
familja, u gharrfet lir-rapprezen-
tanti ta’ l-assocjazzjonijiet affiljati
fiha fl-oggettivi tal-pjan u bl-az-
zjonijiet fit-tul u fil-qrib 1i kien
behsiebha taghmel. Ir-rapport li
se ntikom juri fiex waslet u fiex
ghad jonqosha tasal il-Caritas biex
tilhaq dak li ghalih immirat.

IL-FAMILJA

Mhemmx dubju li matul is-sen-
tejn li ghaddew il-Caritas tefghet
l-attenzjoni kollha taghha fuq il-
familja, u l-izjed fuq il-membri
dghajfa tal-familja.

Kien f1-1983 1li beda x-xoghol
fuq l-inkjesta dwar il-familja Mal-
tija varata mill-Caritas taht it-
tmexxija ta’ Dun Mario Vassallo,
lecturer tas-socjologija fl-Universi-
- ta ta’ Malta, bil-ghajnuna tal-Bord
ta’ Ricerka Pastorali tal-Kurja u
tal-valuntiera tal-Caritas. Ir-rap-
port dwar l-inkjesta hareg kmieni
dis-sena u l-istampa lokali tatu
importanza xierga bhala ghodda li
tghin biex insiru nafu xX’inhuma I-
kawzi li qed idghajfu z-zwigijiet u
l-ghaqda fil-familja kif ukoll liema
huma 1l-elementi 1li qed isahhu 1-fa-
milja u li jehtiegu Il-attenzjoni
taghna.

Li jonqos issa hu li jixtarru dak

li hareg mill-Inkjesta dwar il-fa-

milja Maltija u 1i jitfassal pjan ta’
azzjoni dwar il-familja mill-Kum-
missjoni Familja li fiha hija msieh-
ba 1-Caritas.
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DROGATI

Matul dawn is-sentejn li ghad-
dew, il-Caritas resqet hafna qrib
ta’> dawk il-membri tal-familja
Maltija 1li dahlu fix-xibka -qalila
tad-droga. Id-drogi issa ilhom li
nvadew ix-xtut taghna izda kien
dan l-ahhar 1li harrxu l-glieda tagh-
hom taht is-sura tat-tixrid fostna
tal-marijuana, ta’ l-eroina u l-ko-
kaina u sustanzi ohrajn. Kien dan
li gangal lill-Caritas biex tara x’tis-
ta’ taghmel u toffri ghajnuna kon-
kreta lid-drogati filwaqt 1i tiftah
ghajnejn  il-kommunita  Maltija
dwar Kkif tilga’ kontra din l-invaz-
joni. i

Il-Caritas bniet il-hidma taghha
fuq zewg sisien — dak tal-pre-
venzjoni u dak tar-rijabilitazzjoni.

Bhala prevenzjoni, il-Caritas fet-
het- kampanja edukattiva immirata
ghall-iskejjel, il-familji u l-parroc-
¢i. Waqgfet l-asso¢jazzjoni ta’
dawk kollha li huma interessati
fil-glieda kontra d-droga — geni-
turi, kapijiet ta’ l-iskejjel, ghallie-
ma, individwi ohrajn. Matul dawn
l-ahhar sentejn saru diversi korsi-
jiet dwar Kkif ghandha ssehh il-
pervenzjoni fil-familja, fl-iskola u
fil-parro¢¢a.  Saru “guidelines”
mal-kapiijet ta’ l-iskejjel privati.
Tfassal u qed isehh f’hames skej-
jel privati “Social and Life Skills
Programme” ghal tfal u zghazagh
bejn 1-10 u s-16-il sena. Gie wkoll
propost li t-taghlim dwar id-Droga
jidhol bhala “unit” fcerti suggetti.
B’koperazzjoni mal-Ministri tas-
Sahha u ta’ 1-Edukazzjoni, matul
il-Gimgha  b’risq 1-Edukazzjoni
dwar is-Sahha, ingiebu 500 zgha-



zagh mill-klassijiet il-kbar ta’ l-is-
kejjel tas-snajja’ u sekondarji biex
jaraw wirja li ttellghet ghalihom
dwar id-drogi u l-effetti taghhom
kif ukoll “filmstrip” lokali fuq is-
suggett u sarulhom tahditiet ap-
posta. Ta’ min isemmi wkoll li
matul il-Festa Zghazagh f’Settem-
bru 1li ghadda, 3,500 ruh imlew
kwistjonarju dwar id-droga.

- Bhala rijabilitazzjoni, il-Caritas
baghatet tnejn min-nies jitharrgu
fil-ghoti tal-pariri lid-drogati fil-
Kommunita Terapewtika ta’ Coole-
mine, fl-Irlanda. Meta dawn gew
lura wara tahrig intensiv, f'Marzu
li ghadda nfetah ic-Centru Tera-
pewtiku tal-Caritas biex joffri fej-
qan mid-drogi liz-zghazagh tfajliet
u guvintur 'li jkunu lesti jattendu
ghat-terapija moghtija kuljum u
jattendu ghal sessjonijiet fi tmiem
il-gimgha. Sal-lum 38 zZghazagh
ghamlu uzu minn dawn is-servizzi
mokhtija minn nies iddedikati
ghalihom f’xoghol 1i jitlob hafna
minn min jidhol ghalih. Biex it-
togol jinfirex fuq izjed nies, il-Ca-
ritas baghtet tnejn ohra jintharrgu
I-Irlanda, barra milli qed taghmel
uzu minn 3 ex-drogati li ged ighi-
nu fi¢c-Centru fit-terapija moghtija
hemmhekk. Membru iehor ta’ l-is-
taff ghadu kemm wasal lura mit-
tahrig tieghu u b’hekk bhalissa
hemm tlieta permanenti fl-Induc-
tion Centre. Anke l-genituri tad-
drogati jaghtu l-ghajnuna taghhom
matul tmiem il-gimgha.

F’dan il-qasam hassejna l-htiega
li nkunu umli v nitghallmu min-
ghand min garrab id-drogi u 1-qil-
la taghhom qabilna. Kien ghalhekk
li gibna fostna lil diversi persona-
litajiet minn Coolemine Lodge biex
iharrgu n-nies taghna u jghinu fit-
tmexxija tac-Centru. Kellna fostna
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lii Jim - Comberton, Executive
Chairman ta’ Coolemine, martu
Peggy, Psychiatric Social Worker
anzjana, Tom McGarry, direttur
ta’ Coolemine Lodge, Sean Cassin,
Frangiskan inkarigat mill-Induc-
tion Centre ta’ Coolemine, Kkif
ukoll lil Luke Tierney, l-assistent
tieghu. Xi whud minn dawn I-es-
perti gattghu fostna izjed minn
xahar.

Jekk fil-hidma tar-rijabilitazzjo-
ni Ilum ghandna nies imharrga u
jahdmu fuq bazi permanenti, hekk
ukoll fil-hidma ta’ prevenzjoni
ghandna Grupp ta’ Hidma 1li ged
jaghmel xoghol volontarju jiswa
mitqlu deheb. Huwa grupp li, ghal-
kemm volontarju, tghidx kemm
fih nies iddedikati li jahdmu b’kon-
vinzjoni u minn qalbhom. II-Cari-
tas hi tabilhaqq imkabbra i fi
hdanha jinsabu nies bhal dawn.
Is-sehem li taw matul il-Gimgha
edukattiva tas-Sahha kien xi haga
ta’ l-ghageb.

ANZJANI

II-membri dghajfa tal-familja
Maltija mhumiex kollha zghazagh.
Issibhom ukoll fuq in-naha I-ohra
tal-hajja, in-naha tax-xjuh jew
anzjani. Lil dawn ukoll fittxet li
taqdi 1-Caritas -tul is-sentejn 1
ghaddew. ‘ ‘

Qdiethom l-ewwelnett fl-ibliet u
fl-irhula fejn jogoghdu billi varat
il-progett Ghajnuna lil Girien We-
hidhom, I-izjed lix-xjuh. F’Set-
tembru 1983 bdiet il-progett fil-
parroc¢ca ta’ San Duminku, Val-
letta u wara ghamlet l-istess fiz-
Zejtun. Fethet hames c¢entri ghall-
anzjani f’San Bastjan Hal Qormi u
fir-Rabat f1-1983, fi Stella Maris
Tas Sliema u f’Bormla fl-1984 u
f’San Gorg Hal Qormi - fl-1985.



Dawn i¢-Centri ghax-xjuh irnex-
xielhom jaghmlu diversi inizjattivi
flimkien, i fihom hadu sehem
ukoll id-Djar tal-Knisja ghall-Anz-
jani. B’kollox issa hawn 16-il Cen-
tru ghall-Anzjani. '

Ghax-xjuh li hemm fid-Djar tal-
Knisja hemm il-kummissjoni tas-
superjuri ta’ dawn id-Djar, li ba-
gghu jiltagghu regularment u li
dis-sena waslu biex abbozzaw
“policy”” ghad-djar kollha tal-
Knisja. B’koperazzjoni bejn is-
Segretarjat Hidma Socjali u ta’
Karita u l-Amministrazzjoni tal-
Knisja, wahda mid-Djar, dik ta’
Sawra fir-Rabat, sar fiha xoghol
wiesa’ ta’ modernizzazzjoni. L-is-
tess sar fid-Dar ta’ San Guzepp,
Haz-Zebbug u f’Casa Leone XIII
San Giljan, 1i nfethet bhala Dar
ghall-Anzjani fis-16 ta’ Dicembru
1985.

F’April li ghadda zewg volun-
tiera tal-Caritas fost l-anzjani
marru Ruma bhala rapprezentanti
taghha fil-Konferenza Internazzjo-
nali tal-Moviment La Vie Montan-
te, l-Internazzjonali ta’ spiritwali-

ta u appostolat mill-anzjani. Minn

mindu gew lura, dawn iz-zewg vo-
luntiera baqghu interessati fli
jghaddu lix-xjuh taghna 1-gid Kkbir
ta’ dan il-moviment.

F’Awissu 1i ghadda wasal Mal-
ta t-taghmir ta’ fizjoterapija
ghax-xjuh  mibghut lill-Caritas
mill-organizzazzjoni Ingliza Help
the Aged. Dan it-taghmir se jitgie-
ghed f’post centrali biex ikun jista’
jintuza mix-xjuh imxerrdin mal-
gzira Kkollha.

PARROCCI

Fil-hidma taghha I-Caritas tim-
mira ghal-livell lokali jew parrok-
kjali fejn ighixu n-nies bid-diffi-
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kultajiet taghhom. Il-gruppi ta’
kordinament tal-hidma socjali par-
rokkjali bagghu jinghataw Il-at-
tenzjoni mehtiega taht sura ta’
tahrig u animazzjoni. B’kollox
hawn 14-il parroc¢ca li fihom twag-
gfu 1-Gruppi Parrokkjali. Hija
“policy”’ tal-Caritas li ma tghin lil
ebda grupp biex jitwaggaf minn
membri ta’ parrocca gabel ma I-
kappillan juri x-xewqa u l-intenz-
jonijiet tieghu dwaru.

Fejn tidhol l-animazzjoni, ix-
xoghol issa ged jingasam bejn Sis-
ter Salvina Bezzina u Monsinjur
Anton Pace, li ssieheb fil-Caritas
bhala wiehed mill-istaff f1-1984,
kif ukoll f’parti icken minn Dun
Ang. Seychell. Iltqajna mal-kappil-
lani tal-parroc¢c¢i kollha li ghand-
hom grupp ta’ koridnament u kull
sena r-rapprezentanti ta’ dawn il-
gruppi ltagghu f’assemblea  biex
isiru jafu bl-inizjattivi ta’ xulxin u
jirriflettu  fug il-hidma 1i qed
jaghmlu. Dis-sena Kellna talba
ghat-twaqqif ta’ grupp gdid ta’
kordinament  mill-kappillan  tal-
parro¢ca San Gwann.

INKAPACITATI

Sentejn ilu I-Caritas tat kelma 1i
toffri l-appogg taghha lill-ghag-
diet ta’ l-inkapacitati u tahdem
flimkien maghhom. Tabilhaqq tul
dawn is-sentejn fi hdan il-volun-
tiera tal-Caritas twaqgaf grupp
gdid bil-ghan 1i joffri ghajnuna lil
dawn il-genituri 1li ghandhom
uliedhom inkapacitati u 1li ged jib-
ghatuhom fil-kindergarten.  Il-
membri tal-grupp ged imorru fid-
djar ta’ dawn il-genituri u jog-
oghdu ma’ wliedhom bil-ghan li
jaghtu ftit mistrieh lilhom. .

Fl-istess zmien il-Caritas ghal
darb’ohra gqassmet fost il-ghomja



arloggi zveljarini u ‘“ring timers”
li qalghet minghand is-Socjeta tal-
Ghomja tal-Germanija.

FORMAZZJONI U TAHRIG

Ebda organizzazzjoni ma tista’
toffri servizz siewi u efficjenti
jekk fl-istess hin ma toffrix ukoll
formazzjoni u tahrig Ilil min se
jaqdi das-servizz. Hu ghalhekk 1i
tul dawn l-ahhar sentejn il-Cari-
tas sehhet ferm dan il-qasam.

L-awziljarji godda li kull sena
jissiehbu maghna nghataw tahrig
ta’ 7 sessjonijiet kif jidhlu, halli
jibdew sewwa x-xoghol volontar-

ju taghhom. Il-voluntiera li jmex-

xu t-Thursday Club ghall-ex-paz-
jenti ta’ l-isptar mentali nghataw
kors ta’ terapija okkupazzjonali.
Sar kors ta’ tahrig ghall-voluntie-
ra li jahdmu fi¢-éentri ghall-anz-
jani. Sar seminar ta’ tmiem il-gim-
gha ghall-awziljarji i jahdmu fost
ix-xjuh wu - seminar iehor ghall-
gruppi parrokkjali. Ghall-istaff
tal-Caritas dis-sena saret sessjoni
ta’ Kkjarifikazzjoni dwar il-ghan
tal-Caritas u x-xoghol ta’ kull wie-
hed u wahda, immexxija fuq il-
metodu ta’ “Management by Ob-
jectives” minn Patri Alfred Dar-
manin S.J. Warajha saret sessjoni
tixbahha ghall-membri tal-kom-
munita tal-voluntiera u ohra ghall-
awziljarji. Barra minn dan, saru
d-diversi irtiri u seminars u lag-
ghat regulari ta’ kull gimgha li
torganizza 1-Caritas ghall-volun-
tiera msehbin maghha.

Il-Caritas ghenet ukoll il-for-
mazzjoni u t-tahrig ta’ nies oh-
rajn. Zewg studenti tal-kors ghall-
haddiema socjali ta’ 1-Universita,
~ Mary Cachia u Pat Camilleri,
ghaddew perijodu ta’ 3 xhur jit-
harrgu fil-Caritas bhala parti mill-
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kors taghhom. Zewg seminaristi
ghamlu l-istess ghal xi' Zmien.
F’dax-xoghol kollu Kkellhom
sehem importanti Sister Salvina
Bezzina u Maureen Cole, 1i dahlet
maghna f1-1983 flok Angie Pace.

MEZZI TA’ KOMUNIKAZZJONI

Hi parti importanti mill-missjo-
ni tal-Caritas 1i tissensibilizza 1-
pubbliku dwar il-problemi tan-nies
fid-diffikulta u tinqeda bil-mezzi
ta’ komunikazzjoni soc¢jali biex
twassal il-messagg taghha ghand
min jehtiegu.

Kien ghalhekk li fl-1983 bdejna
kuntatt gdid ma’ l-istampa lokali
billi lhagna ftehim 'mal-gazzetti
“THE TIMES” u “IL-HAJJA” biex
kull xahar nippubblikaw artiklu
dwar problemi so¢jali. Minn dak
iz-zmien dehru diversi Kitbiet u
behsiebna nissoktaw dal-kuntatt
siewi li rnexxielna nwaqqgfu.

F’Settembru 1983 Radju Malta
xandret programm dwar il-hidma u
l-istruttura tal-Caritas, u t-Tele-
vizjoni Maltija kemm-il darba tal-
bet il-prezenza ta’ xi hadd mill-
Caritas fi programmi 1i jolgtu lin-
nies fid-diffikulta. Dwar il-proble-
ma tad-drogi, ixxandret sensiela
twila ta’ programmi li fihom inste-
mghu 1-fehmiet ta’ diversi volun-
tiera 1i ged jaghtu sehemhom fil-
programm preventiv . tal-Caritas
kontra d-drogi. :

F’dawn is-sentejn il-Caritas ip-
pubblikat ktejjeb hafif ghall-geni-
turi dwar il-preblema tad-drogi,
ktieb f’edizzjoni tipi Kbar ghal
idejn l-anzjani, jismu NINTELQU
FIL-MULEJ, ktejjeb VOLUNTIE-
RA RESPONSABBLI TA’ L-ANZ-
JANI  FIL-PARROCCA, fuljett
dwar id-drogi fl-okkazjoni tal-
Quddiesa - Rock li saret £ April



1985, fuljett dwar il-Marijuana u
sitt hargiet kull sena tal-bullettin
tal-Caritas imsejjah INFORM.

INTERNAZZJONALI

Il-Caritas illum ghandha rabtiet
tajba u sodi ma’ assoc¢jazzjonijiet
u individwi f’artijiet ohra. L-ew-
welnett matul dawn is-sentejn
kienet rapprezentata regularment
fil-lagghat Ewropej u internazzjo-
nali  tal-Caritas: fil-Konferenza
Ewropeja tal-Caritas go Fatima u
f’Luxemburg, fil-lagghat tal-kum-
missjoni Animazzjoni u Studji Soc-
jali tal-Caritas Internationalis li
taghha d-direttur taghna huwa
membru, tal-Kummissjoni Perma-
nenti Ewropeja tal-Caritas u tal-
Kummissjoni Familja ghall-Ewropa
li taghhom ukoll huwa membru.

F’Malta lgajna = diversi hbieb
taghna: il-haddiema socjali Inglizi
li Marzu 1984 gew Malta biex
jaghmlu kors ta’ studju flimkien
mal-haddiema socjali Maltin, or-
ganizzat mir-rivista SOCIAL
WORK TODAY u l-Caritas Malta;
lii Leo Goodman, direttur tas-ser-
vizzi socjali f’Londra, 1-Arcisqof u
1-Isqof awziljarju flimkien mal-Vi-
garju Generali ta’ Paderborn fil-
Germanja, benefatturi tal-Caritas
Malta, lir-rapprezentant tal-Cari-
tas Norvegja li gie jzurna f’Lulju
li ghadda, lill-habib ghaziz taghna
Jean Vanier, 1li flimkien ma’
Catherine Hall gie jtina irtiri mif-
tuha ghall-voluntiera ta’  l-asso¢-
jazzjonijiet 1i jahdmu fil-gasam
socjali, lill-President u s-Segretar-
ju tal-Caritas Ewropeja. -

EMERGENZA

Is-sehem tal-Caritas fil-ghajnuna
. ta’ emergenza lill-familji bi’ proble-
mi ta’ drogi, alkohol, prostituzzjo-

ni u finanzi kien regulari tul dawn
is-sentejn. Hi ikkoperat ma’.orga-
nizzazzjonijiet tal-Knisja u assoc-
jazzjonijiet ohrajn biex setghu
jintbaghtu nies barra ghall-kura.
Irrapprezentat lill-Knisja fil-kumi-
tat nazzjonali ghall-gbir ta’ fondi
b’risq 1-Etjopja u hadet l-inizjatti-
va ghall-ghotjiet migbura jew
moghtija fil-kaz tal-Messiku u tal-
Kolombja.

GRAZZI .

F’dil-harsa lejn is-sentejn 1li .
ghaddew, wiehed ma jistax ihalli
barra r-radd ta’ hajr lil dawk koll-
ha li hadmu fil-Caritas u mal-Ca-
ritas b’risq in-nies fid-diffikulta-
jiet. Radd il-hajr lill-Arcisqof 1I-
ewwelnett 1li dejjem inkoraggiena
fil-hidma taghna. Hajr lill-hafna
membri u awziljarji voluntiera li
bil-kwiet, gimgha wara l-ohra, res-
qgu lejn il-bniedem fil-bzonn u tawh
il-gadi taghhom. Hajr lill-voluntie-
ra tal-gruppi parrokkjali, tac-cent-
ri ghall-anzjani, tal-Grupp ta’ Hid-
ma Preventiva kontra d-drogi, li

"taw hinhom u sahhithom b’risq

huthom fid-diffikultajiet taghhom.

Radd il-hajr lill-koperaturi tal-
Caritas ghall-inizjattivi kollha li
dahlu ghalihom biex jigbru fondi
ghall-Caritas: Hajr ukoll lill-Malta
Lions, lis-Sliema Lions, lir-Rotar-
ians, lill-Assoé¢jazzjoni  Sportiva
Tigne’ ghall-attivitajiet li organiz-
zaw bil-ghan wahdieni 1i jghinu
finanzjarjament lic-Centru tal-Ca-
ritas ghad-Drogati.

Hajr lil dawk kollha li tawna l-
koperazzjoni effettiva taghhom —
is-Segretarjat  Assistenza ~Socjali
ghall-ghajnuna fil-Festa ta’ 1-Anz-
jani u l-ghotjiet tieghu lin-nies fil-
bzonn; lis-Soc¢jeta San Vincenz fil-
ghoti ta’ ghajnuna lin-nies  fid-
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diffikultajiet; lis-Socjeta Frangis-
kana ghall-Ghomja u lis-Socjeta
ghall-ghajnuna fit-tqassim ta’ 1-of-
ferti li waslulna mill-Germanja;
lill-Moviment ta’ Kana ghall-ghaj-
nuna tieghu fit-thejjija tar-Rap-
port tal-Familja, lill-asso¢jazzjoni-
jiet l-ohra kollha tal-Kunsill tal-
Caritas 1i tawna l-pariri u l-appogg
taghhom; lill-Assocjazzjonijiet tal-

Volontarji fil-qasam socjali; lic-
Centru Hidma Socjali tal-Ministe-
ru tas-Servizzi Socjali ghall-kope-
razzjoni li sibna dwar diffikulta-
jiet ta’ familji fil-bzonn; lill-Minis-
teru tas-Sahha ghall-koperazzjoni
li sibna fil-progetti kontra l-abbuz
tad-drogi.

Rev. ANGELO SEYCHELL,

Segretarju Amministrattiv.

NOIMINI

Rev. Bernard C. Gafa, mill-Imsida, nominat Prelat “ad honorem” tal-
Papa ghall-25 sena hidma fid-djocesi ta’ Londrina (Brazil).

Mons. A. Depasquale u P. Alfred Darmanin S.J. nominati mill-Arc¢-
isqof biex jimplementaw il-Pjan Pastorali.
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Ezempju ta’ omelija
. Il-Hdax-il fadd tas-sena
IL-MAHFRA TAD-DNUBIET

Il-mara midinba

“Dnubietek mahfura! Il-fidi tieghek salvatek, mur bis-sliem!” -
Hekk qal Gesw lill-mara midinba, li, kif ghadna kemm smajna. fil-
gari ta’ 1-Evangelju tal-lum, fid-dar ta’ Xmun il-Farizew, 1i kien
stieden 1il Gesu’ ghall-ikel ghandu, din kienet dahlet, inxtehtet f'rig-
lejn Gesw tibki u xxararblu riglejh bid-dmugh taghha u tixxotta-
homlu b’xaghar rasha. Il-kliem Ii Gesu’ qal lill-mara midinba, huwa
jghidu lil kull wiehed u wahda minna permezz tal-ministru tieghu,
kull darba. 1i ahna, niedma u soghbiena, immorru, bhall-mara mi-
dinba, ninxtehtu f'riglejn il-ministru ta’ Alla nitolbu hniena u mah-
fra ghal dnubietna.

Il-mara midinba harget ferhana mid-dar ta’ Xmun il-Farizew
wara l-laggha taghha ma’ Gesu’ ghax fehmet u hasset 1i dnubietha,
li kienu hafna, inhafrulha ghal kollox, u ruhha kienet issaffiet minn
kull ntija. L-istess ferh ingarrbu ahna, kull darba 1i nersqu f’riglejn
is-sacerdot, ministru ta’ Alla, biex nistgarru dnubietna, jekk naghar-
fu 1i kull grara li naghmlu hija laggha ma’ Gesw, laggha bhal dik
tal-mara midinba, f'dar Xmun il-Farizew. Gesu’ biss, bhala 1-Tben
ta’ Alla, ghandu s-setgha jahfer id-dnubiet. Gesu’ biss ghandu s-set-
gha jerga’ jhabbibna ma’ Alla 1-Missier kull darba li nitbeghdu min-
nu bi dnubietna, imma Gesu’, fil-kobor ta’ mhabbtu ghalina, biex
jaghmilha haga hafifa ghalina li niksbu mill-gdid il-hbiberija ma’
Alla, wara 1i nkunu tlifnieha bi dnubietna, ried jafda, l-ministeru ta’
din il-nbiberija f’idejn dawk 1li hu jaghzel minn fost il-poplu tieghu
ha jkunu ministri tieghu biex, imdawlin mill-Ispirtu s-Santu, jahfru
f’lismu d-dnubiet tal-bnedmin. :

I-mahfra tad-dnubiet bil-ministeru tal-Knisja

Kull darba 1i ahna nersqu ngerru dnubietna biex niksbu l-mah-
fra minn ghand Alla, is-sacerdot, f’isem Gesw’, ifakkarna 1li Alla,
Missier il-hniena, ried ihabbeb mill-gdid id-dinja mieghu, ried ihab-
beb mill-gdid mieghu l-bnedmin kollha tad-dinja, li kienu saru egh-
dewwa. tieghu minhabba d-dnub, billi jibghat 1il Ibnu stess fid-dinja,
biex bil-mewt tieghu fug is-salib ipatti ghad-dnubiet kollha tad-
dinja, u bil-gawmien tieghu mill-imwiet, jaghti hajja gdida billi
jibghat 1-Ispirtu s-Santu tieghu ghall-mahfra tad-dnubiet. U Alla
ried 1li I-mahfra tad-dnubiet taslilna bil-ministeru tal-Knisja, per-
mezz tal-ministri tal-Knisja, ta’ dawk 1i Alla jaghzel minn fost il-
poplu tieghu ha jaghtihom is-setgha li ta lill-Appostli wara, 1li gam
mill-imwiet, meta qalilhom: “FHudu Il-Ispirtu s-Santu: 1il dawk li
tahfrulhom dnubiethom, ikunulhom mahfura fis-smewwiet, u 1il
dawk li zzommulhom  dnubiethom, ikunu mizmuma: fis-smewwiet.”
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Is-sac¢erdot, ghalhekk, bhala ministru tal-Knisja, flisem Kristu, jah=
frilna dnubietna w jaghtina s-sliem u I-paci f’galbna, huwa u jghi-
dilna: “Jien nahfirlek dnubietek fl-isem tal-Missier, u ta’ 1-Iben, u
ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu,” Dak il-hin, inkunu ged nisimghu. I-kelma. tas-
sacerdot, imma fil-fatt, ikun Kristu i jkun ikellimna b’fomm is-
sacerdot: huwa Kristu 1i fil-persuna tas-sacerdot jilaaghna bit-tjie-
ba. w l-hniena kollha meta mmorru ngerrw. Tkun haga tajba li nif-
takru f’7dan kull darbas i mmorru ngerru.— hu'ghalhekk 1i 1-Knisja
tridna nergghu ndahhlu d-drawwa li kellhom missirijietna li- kull
darbg 1i jmorru jgerru, wara li jroddu s-salib, kienu jghidu lis-sa-
cerdot: “Gejt ghandek u ghand Alla, ghax int gieghed tismaghni
minflok Alla.”

Il-ferh wara l-qrar

Il-laggha taghna ma’ Kristu fil-Qrar ghandha timliena bil-ferh,
ghax dnubietna jinhafru bhalma nhafru dnubiet il-mara midinba
warg li ltagghet ma’ Gesu’, ghalkemm kienu hafna; minhabba f’hekk
1-Knisja tridna, flimkien mas-sacterdot, infahhru lil Alla. ghat-tjie-
ba u 1-hniena tieghu, billi ghall-istedina li jaghmlilng s-sacerdot:
“Fahhru lill-Mulej ghax hu tajjeb”, ahna nwiegbu “Ghax ghal dej-
jem it-tjieba tieghu.”.

- Ahna, spiss nersqu ngerru, spiss niltagghu ma’ Gesuw’ fis-sagra-
ment tal-Penitenza; imma nistghu nghidu li kull darba ngarrbu 1-
ferh 1i hasset il-mara midinba wara l-laggha taghha ma’ Gesu’?

Dik il-mara hasset ferh kbir ghax tassew soghob biha ghal dnu-
bietha u 1-laggha ma’ Gesu’ gabet bidla shiha f’hajjitha ghax ma
bagghet tghix aktar fid-dnub. L-istess ferh garrab is-sultan David
wara d-dnub 1i kien ghamel biex Urija 1-Hitti jara l-mewt bis-sejf
tal-Ghammonin, halli jkun jista’ jehodlu ‘1 martu. Permezz tal-
profeta Natan Alla c¢anfar 1lil David ghad-dnub tieghu u mefa David
ra x’kien ghamel soghob bih tassew, beka, u tnikket u ghamel pe-
nitenza sa ma ‘1-Mulej warrab minn fuqu I-kastig 1i kien hadqu u
David seta’ jerga’ jikseb. is-sliem u 1-paci. tal-qalb u JI‘Odd hajr lil
Alla, ghall-kobor tal-hniena u t-tjieba tieghu.

L-imhabba tistor kotra ta’ .dnubiet

Il-mara midinba u David inhafrulhom dnubiethom ghax hab-
bew hafna, ghax l-imhabba tghatti kotra ta’ dnubiet. U hekk lilna.
Imma, nistagsu, x’ghandna naghmlu biex nuru li tassew inhobbu
hafna, ha jinhafrulna dnubietna? It-twegiba jaghtihielna Gesu’,
mill-kliem 1i gal 1il Xmun il-Farizew, li beda jitkaza ghaliex Gesw’
halla. mara midinbg, tersaq lejh. Il-Farizew huwa =Xbieha ta’ dawk
kollha fostna li dejjem lesti jaraw in-nuqaasijiet ta’ 1-ohrajn u jit-
kazaw bihom, u ma jintebhu qatt bin-nuggasijiet taghhom. Dawn
in-nies huma neasin mill-imhabba, ftit ihobbu, u allura; ighidilna
Gesw, ftit jinhafrilhom. Inkunu nhobbu hafna jekk inkunu dejjem
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lesti 1i naghdru u nistabru bl-ohrajn, li niskuzaw u nahfru lill-oh-
rajn. Dan naslu biex naghmiluh biss jekk inhabirku biex “dejjem
aktar insiru mixbhu °1 Kristu.

Hu dmir taghna bhala nsara 1li nkunu nixbhu °l Kristu, ghax
bhala nsara ahna dixxipli tieghu; u nkunu nixbhuh 1il Kristu jekk
bhalu nkunu dejjem lesti li nghidu ghal min jongosna, dak 1i qal
Kristu ghal dawk 1i sallbuh: “Missier, ahfrilhom ghax ma jafux
X’inhuma, Jaghmlu”; inkunu nixbhu 1 Kristu jekk nafu nistabru
b’xulxin, jekk nafu naghdru lil min jongosna, jekk nafu nissaportu
lil min idejjagna, jekk lesti naghmlu 1-gid 1il min ghamlilna d-deni,
jekk kull ma naghmlu naghmluh ghall-imhabba, ta’ Alla.

Ahna kemm-il darba ma naghmlux il-hazin, mhux ghax 1rr1du
nhobbu lil Allg, fuq kollox, imma, ghax il-haga hi hazina, hi ta’ hsara
ghalina: dimmorru 1-Quddies nhar ta’ Hadd biex ma naghmlux dnub
u mhux biex niltagghu mal-Mulej flimkien ma’ hutna 1-ohra fi
Kristu; ma nisirqux, ma nidghux, ma nghidux kontra mn-nies biex
ma niksrux il-kmandamenti ta’ Alla, u mhux biex nuru mhabba ghal
Alla, 1 ghal ghajrna. Meta nkunu ged naghmlu hekk inkunu bhal
Xmun il-Farizew, inkunu nhobbu ftit; inkunu nhobbu hafna, meta
kull ma naghmlu, nghidu u nahsbu fil-hajja kollha taghna ta’ kul-
jum, naghmluh imganglin mill-imhabba ta’ Alla.

Ghal dan iheggigna San Pawl fit-tieni gari tal-lum. Kull ma
ghamel, San Pawl ghamlu mhux biex ihares il-ligi, imma ghall-
imhabba, ta’ Alla. II-ligi ta’ Alla hi don ta’ Alla, hi ghajnuna ghalina
biex inkunu nafu x’ghandna naghmlu ha nkunu bla htija gquddiem
Alla; imma Alla, minna jrid xi haga aktar minn hekk; iridna iva
nkunu bla htija quddiemu, imma fuq kollox iridna nkunu gaddisin
u bla tebgha quddiemu, fl-imhabba. Jekk nghixu hajjitna f’din id-
dinja, imganalin mill-imhabba, inkunu nghixuha bil-fidi f'Gesu’, 1-
Iben ta’ Alla li habbna tant li ta ruhu ghalina u obda sal-mewt tas-
sali\b. Jekk nghixu fl-imhabba ta’ Gesu’, dnubietna jkunu mahfura

, flimkien ma’ San Pawl, inkunu nistghu mghidu: “Nghix, imma
mnux jien, izda Kristu Jghlx fija, ghax gieghed nghix fl-imhabba
tieghu.”

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Migburin flimkien illum ghac-celebrazzjoni tal-misteri gaddisa
nitolbu ’l Alla l-grazzja biex nilqghu bil-hlewwa 1-Kelma tieghu u
nhawluha f’qalbna, ghax il-Kelma tieghu hi setghana u qawwija, u
tista’ ssalvalna rufina. '

Ieqaf, Mulej, mal-Knisja tieghek, hija u xxandar l-indiema
ghall-mahfra tad-dnubiet.
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Wettaq bil-grazzji tieghek lil kull bmedem li hawn fid-dinja

biex, bhal David, ma jibzax jistqarr li jkun dineb kontra I-Mulej.

o e J

Sejjah lura lejk lil dawk kollha li tbeghdu minnek, u erga’ hab-
bibhom mieghek, soghbenin u niedma.

Wettaqna fl-imhabba tieghek u ta’ ghajrna, biex ikollna 1-mah-
fra ta’ dnubietna.

Sieheb fis-sema mal-angli u l-qaddisin tieghek lil dawk kollha
li fdin id-dinja habirku biex ighixu fimhabbtek.

Mulej Alla 1i tista’ kollox gejna llum nistqarrulek id-dnubiet
taghna u nuruk x’inhu l-hazen taghna; aghdirna u henn ghalina;
gangal fina mhabba kbira ghallik u ghal ghajrna, biex ikollna 1-mah-
fra ta’ dnubietna u d-don ta’ mhabbtek. Bi Kristu Sidna.

It-tnax-il Hadd tas-sena

ILBISNA °’L KRISTU FIL-MAGIHMUDIJA

Itbisna ’l Kristu

Ghadna kemm smajna lil Missierna San Pawl ighidilna 1i ahna
Ikoll ahna wlied Alla, 1i ahna lkoll, fil-Maghmudija, ilbisna. ’1 Kristu,
u ghalhekk ma ghandux ikun hemm aktar ghazliet bejnietna, ghax
ahna lkoll sirna haga wahda fi Kristu, ilkoll ahwa fi Kristu, ilkoll
werrieta flimkien mieghu tal-weghdiet 1i Alla, ghamel lil Abraham
1 1il nislu ghal dejjem.

Xifisser dan il-kliem ta’ San Pawl, li 1-Knisja riedet thabbrilna
1lum, f’7dan il-Jum, 1i ghamel il-Mulej? X’jigifieri 1i ahna lbisna, lil
Kristu? Xinhi 1-weghda 1i Alla, ghamel 1il Abraham u 1il nislu ghal
dejjem u li ahna, lkoll werrieta taghha? Meta San Pawl ighidilna
li ahna lbisna ‘1 Kristu, irid ifakkarna 1i ahna fil-Maghmudija tagh-
na, stgarrejna li memmnu fi Kristu, 1i nemmnu 1li Kristu hu I-Iben
ta’ Alla, il-Messija, is-Salvatur tad-dinja, 1-Iben ta’ Alla 1i gie fid-
dinja. u sar bniedem bhalna biex jehlisna mill-jasar tax-xitan u
jaghtina mill-gdid id-dinjita’ ta’ wlied Alla 1i konna tlifna bid-dnub.
Fil-Maghmudija taghna ahna ghamilna l-istess stgarrija tal-fidi li
ghamel San Pietru dak in-nhar 1li Gesw stagsa lill-Appostli, huma
min kienu jghidu 1i kien, kif habbrilna 1-qari ta’ 1-Evangelju tal-
lum.
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Fil-Maghmudija taghna ahna stqarrejna 1-fidi taghna fi Kristu,
li hi l-istess fidi tal-Knisja 1i taghha ahna lkoll mempri. U San Pawl
ikompli jghidilng li fil-Maghmudija taghna, ahna mhux biss stgar-
rejna 1-fidi taghna fi Kristu, imma lbisna wkoll lil Kristu, sabiex
ifakkarna li, biex inkunu tassew ulied Alla, mhux bizzejjed 1i nist-
garru 1-fidi taghna b’fommna, imma rridu wkoll nistgarruha bl-egh-
mil kollu ta’ hajjitna. Dan ifisser 1li lbisna ’l1 Kristu, jigifieri accet-
tajna 1i nkunu nixbhu ’1 Kristu, 1i nimxu fuq l-ezempju tieghu, li
jkollna l-istess sentimenti li kellu hu. i

Kif milbsu ’l Kristy

X’ghandna naghmlu biex inkunu nixbhu 1 Kristu, biex inkunu
nistghu nghidu 1i lbisna ‘1 Kristu? X’ezempju tana Kristu biex in-
kunu nixbhuh? Ighidulna 1-Evangelju li ghadna - kemm smajna:
Gesw bata hafna ghalina, miet ghalina fuq is-salib, qalbu giet. min-
fuda b’dagqa ta’ lanza u minnha hareg demm u ilma. Bi kliem il-
profeta, zakkarija il-Knisja tistedinna llum biex inharsu lejn din il-
galb minfuda ta’ Gesu’ halli fugna jsawwab spirtu ta’ hniena u ta’
talb, wagt 1i nibku biki ta’ gsim il-galb, ghaliex kienu dnubietna li
sallbu ’1 Kristu an ghadhom isallbuh sal-lum. 1

Inkunu tassew nibku dnubietna, jigifieri nkunu tassew nuru
soghba mill-galb ghal dnubietna, jekk ahna lesti nimxu wara Gesuw’,
nerfghu warajh is-salib taghna kuljum. Hu b’dan il-mod li ahna
nkunu tassew nixbhu ’1 Kristu, inkunu tassew mexjin fug l-ezempju
1i tana, inkunu tassew nistghu nghidu li lbisna 1 Kristu. Imma x’ji-
gifieri terfa’ salibek u tmur wara Kristu, u dan kuljum, il-jiem kol-
lha ta’ hajtek? Ighidulna Gesu’ stess: nerfghu salibna kuljum wara
Gesu’, jekk kuljum ahna nichdu lilna nfusna: hekk biss nistghu
nsalvaw ruhna. ;

I¢-éanhda taghna nfusna

Tichad lilek innifsek ifisser 1i ma tfittixx l-interessi tieghek,
dak 1li jagbillek, imma, tkun lest twarrab fil-genb l-interessi tieghek
u tfittex il-gid ta’ 1-ohrajn; ifisser tkun dejjem lest tahfer in-nug-
qasijiet kollha Ii jsirulek u tinsiehom gishom gatt ma kienu, mhux
biss, imma wkoll tkun lest taghmel il-gid 1il min nagsek u offendiek,
u tpattilu d-deni li ghamillek b’eghmejjel ta’ tjieba w ta’ gid; ifisser
1i tkun dejjem lest li taghder u thenn u tistabar b’kull min idejgek
jew ifixklek, u tkun lest tkompli dejjem mieghu minghajr gatt ma
¢eanfru jew tongos mill-imhabba ghalih; f’kelma wahda, tichad Ii-
lek innifsek ifisser thobb 1il kulhadd bl-istess imhabba li biha habbna
Kristu, imhabba 1i wasslitu biex jaghti hajtu ghalina, imhabba li
twassalna 1i ngisu 1lil kulhadd bhala hutna, i ma naslu gatt biex
naghmlu ghazla bejn bniedem u iehor ghax ahna lkoll ahwa fi Kris-
tu.

Mhix haga hafifa din i¢-cahda taghna nfusna, ghaliex il-bnie-
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dem migruh mid-dnub, hu supperv u egoista, ma jagax malajr ghal
haddiehor, ikun irid ipatti d-deni li jsirlu bid-deni, ma tantx jinsa
malajr il-htijiet 1i jsirulu, izomm f’gqalow hsibijiet ta’ deni u ta’
hsara, jaghzel bejn bniedem u iehor, jistmerr u jkasbar 1lil min mhux
bhalu, japprofitta runu minn min hu dghajjef u ma ghandux min
jagbez ghalih. Min jaghmel hekk, ukoll jekk mghammed, ma jkunx
liebes ’il Kristu, ghax min jaghmel hekk ma ghandux l-istess sen-
timenti ta’ Kristu ta’ hniena, sabar, moghdrija, w fug kollox imhab-
ba. U ghalhekk ma jistax isalva: qieghed igawdi hajtu fid-dinja,
ghax qieghed ighix skond il-fehmiet tad-dinja, imma se jitlifha
ghall-hajja ta’ dejjem; jekk ma jibdilx hajtu, m jilga’ l-istedina 1li
gieghed jaghmillu Gesu’ Illum, u jitghallem ji¢had lily nnifsu. Im-
baghad, iva, ikun jista’ jikseb il-weghdiet 1i- Alla ghamel lil Abraham
u lil nislu ghal dejjem.

Werrieta tal-weghda

Smajng lil San Pawl ighidilna fit-tieni qari tal-lum li jekk ahna
ta’ Kristu, afina wkoll nisel Abraham, u werrieta skond il-weghda.
Il-weghda 1i Alla ghamel lil Abraham u lil nislu ghal dejjem, kienet
il-weghda 1i hu jkun missier ta’ kotra kbira ta’ gnus, li nislu jkun
kotran dags il-kwiekeb tas-sema u r-ramel f'xatt il-bahar. Alla. gha-
mel din il-weghda lil Abraham bi premju ghall-fidi kbira tieghu, fidi
li wasslitu 1i jemmen dejjem fil-kelma ta’ Alla u jittama fih; ukoll
'mumenti 1i fihom Kkien jidher li ma hemm ebda tama li Se ssehh
il-weghda 1i saritlu. Abraham dejjem emmen, u propriu minhabba
dan 1t-twemmin tieghu hu missier kotra. kbira ta’ gnus, hu missier
dawk kollhg 1i tul hajjithom fid-dinja jemmnu bl-istess gawwa u
pbl-istess hegga ta’ Abraham, il-kelma ta’ Alla. Dawk kollha ghalhekk
Il jemmnu fil-Kelma ta’ Alla, kif emmen Abraham, ghandhom Sehem
mill-weghda 1i ghamillu Alla, huma werrieta mieghu tal-weghda ta’
Alla, huma min-nisel ta’ Abraham u hu missierhom fil-fidi. I1-wegh-
da maghmula lil Abraham issehh fil-milja kollha taghha fis-saltna
tas-sema fejn il-kotra kbira, bla ghadd, ta’ dawk li haslu lbieshom
fid-Demm tal-Haruf, minn kull poplu u gens, minn kull ilsien u
nazzjon, geghdin quddiem it-tron ta’ Alla jfahhruh ghal dejjem ta’
dejjem.

Ahna wkoll ghad nissiehbu ma’ din il-kotra bla ghadd ha nfah-
hru ’l Allg, ghal dejjem ta’ dejjem, jekk il-fidi taghna, tkun bhal dik
ta’ Abraham, jekk ahna nemmnu fi Kristu u nuru din il-fidi taghna
fl-eghmil kollu ta’ hajjitna billi kuljum inc¢ahhdu lilna nfusna minn
kull nuggas ta’ mhabba u minn kull gerg u hazen, billi nerfghu s-
salib taghna ta’ kuljum u fugu nsallbu gisimna, bil-gibdiet u n-nug-
gasijiet kollha tieghu, halli mejtin ghad-dinja tad-dnub, nghixu fil-
helsien ta’ wlied Alla.
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TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Ahna u ninsabu migburin illum f’dar Missierna tas-sema f’dan
il-Jum tal-Mulej, waqt li nistqarru 1-fidi taghna fi Kristu, il-Messija
ta’ Alla, ntolbuh iwettagna fil-grazzji tieghu biex finkunu nistghu
ni¢hdu lilna nfusna u nimxu warajh mghobbijin bis-salib taghna.

Mulej Gest, ieqaf mal-Knisja tieghek hija u thabbar lid-dinja
li int Kristu, Iben Alla l-haj, u s-Salvatur taghna,

Mulej Gesti, wassal lill-bnedmin kollha tad-dinja biex igharfu
li huma lkoll ahwa u ghalhekk ma ghandux ikun hemm ebda ghaz-
la bejniethom biex hadd ma jbati minhabba t-twemmin jew ir-raz-
za tieghu.

Mulej Gesil, kun ma’ dawk kollha li jistqarru i fint il-Mulej
ghall-glorja ta’ Alla I-Missier, biex ighixu 1-Maghmudija taghhom
skond ir-rieda tieghek.

Mulej Gesii, wettaqna bil-grazzji tieghek biex nagharfu nichdu
lilna nfusna u nerfghu kuljum salibna warajk, ha nsalvaw ruhna
ghalll-hajja ta’ dejjem.

Mulej Gestt Kristu, Iben Alla 1-haj, f’gieh il-merti tal-passjoni
tieghek, kun maghna tul hajjitna kollha, biex nagharfu neghilbu
kull ma jista’ jkun ta’ tfixkil ghalina ha mnaghtu xhieda tal-fidi
taghna fik quddiem id-dinja. Int 1i tghix u ssaltan ghal dejjem
ta’ dejjem. '
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It-tlettax-il ¥add tas-sena,

SAN PIETRU U SAN PAWL

Il-Knisja gieghda Illum tistedinna naghtu gieh lil zewg Appostli
kbar ta’ Kirstu, 1il San Pietru, 1-Appostlu li ghas-sejha . tal-Mulej
halla kollox u mar warajh biex ikun sajjied tal-bnedmin, w San Pawl
li minn persekutur ta’ Kristu sar ghodda mahtura f’idejh biex iwas-
sal ismu lill-gnus kollha ta’ l-art; zewg Appostli kbar ta’ Kristu Ii
Alla ried 1li jaghtu xhieda ghalih sat-tixrid ta’ demmhom, fl-istess
belt ta’ Ruma, ghalkemm mhux fl-istess zmien; zewg Appostli kbar
ta’ Kristu 1i bid-demm ghaziz li huma xerrdu ghal Kristu sebbhu u
gaddsu 1-belt ta’ Ruma u ghamiuha gawhra ta’ l-ibliet kollha, Kkif
tkanta 1-Knisja llum fl-uffi¢cju divin taghha.

Min kienu dawn iz-zewg Appostli kbar ta’ Kristu? X’ghamlu
biex jisthoqdilhom dan il-gieh kollu tal-Knisja ta’ Kristu?

San Pietru
San Pietru, il-Mulej sejjahlu wagt 1i kien jistad fil-bahar tal-

Galilija flimkien ma’ huh, San Andrija, u ma’ shabu, San Gwann

u San Gakbu: mas-sejha tal-Mulej hallew kollox u marru warajh
u bagghu mieghu u kienu xhieda ta’ kull ma ghadda minnu, ta’ kull
ma, ghamel u gal minn meta beda 1-missjoni tieghu jistieden lin-nies
jindmu u jemmnu fil-Bxara t-tajba, sal-gawmien tieghu mill-imwiet
u t-tlugh tieghu fis-sema. San Pietru, flimkien ma’ San Gwann, 1-

Appostlu manbub tal-Mulej, u San Gakbu, l-ewwel fost 1-Appostli
1i xerred demmu ghalin f’Gerusalemm stess, il-Mulej riedhom mie-

ghu meta tbiddel quddiemhom u wic¢céu sar jiddi bhax-xemx u lbiesu
sar abjad bhas-silg: “Rajna b’ghajnejna stess il-kobor tieghu,” ighi-

dilna San Pietru, “meta hu ha minghand Alla 1-Missier gieh u sebh...

u lehen mit-tron t° Alla nstema’ jghid: “Dan hu Ibni l-ghaziz 1i bih
jlen nitghaxxaq: ahna smajnieh dan il-lehen gej mis-sema meta
konna mieghu fug il-muntanja mgaddsa.” Kienw wkoll l-istess tliet

Appostli ma’ Gesu’ meta hu dajjem lil bint Gajru mill-mewt u kienu

wkoll 1-igtess tlieta 1i kienu mieghu meta, wara 1-Ahhar Ikla mad-

dixxipli tieghu gabel bata ghalina, warrab ftit ’il boghod fil-gnien

taz-zebbug biex jitlob lill-Missier ha jbieghed minnu 1-kalci tal-pas-

sjoni tieghu. Izda mbaghad minn dawn it-tliet Appostli, San Pietru

¢gie maghzul biex ikun dak li jwettaq fil-fidi 1il shabuw tul iz-zmi-

nijiet. Dan Alla wrieh meta, minn fost 1-Appostli kollha, 1il San

Pietru ghazlu u nebbhu biex iwiegeb ghall-mistogsija ta’ Gesu’: “U

intom min tansbu 1li jien?” Imnebbah minn Alla, San Pietru wiegeb:

“Inti 1-Messija, Bin Alla 1-haj.” U Gesw gallu: “Imbierek int, Xmun,

bin Gona, ghax mhux bniedem tad-demm 1u 1-laham uriek dan, im-

ma Missieri 1i hu fis-smewwiet. U jiena nghidlek: Inti Pietru, w fuq
din il-blata nibni I-Knisja tieghi u s-setghat ta’ l1-infern ma jeghel-

buhiex. U jiena naghtik l-imfietah tas-saltna tas-smewwiet u kull
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ma, torbot fuq l-art ikun marbut fis-smewwiet, u kull ma tholl fuq
l-art ikun mahlul fis-smewwiet.”

Dan il-kliem, kliem 1i bih il-Mulej wieghed 1il San Pietru setgha
shiha fuq il-Knisja tieghu, Gesuw’ wettqu wara 1li qgam mill-imwiet,
’xatt il-bahar tal-Galilija, meta ta lil San Pietru l-okkazjoni jpatti
ghat-tliet cahdiet tieghu fil-lejl 1i Gesu’ gie magbud, bi tliet stgarri-
jlet ta’ l-imhabba tieghu ghall-Mulej. Ghat-tliet mistogsijiet ta’
Gesw’: ‘“Thobbni int?” San Pietru wiegeb: “Iva, Mulej, int taf 1i jien
inhobbok.” U Gesw’ gallu: “Irgha l-hrief tieghi; irgha n-nghag tie-
ghi,” U hekk ired ifissirlu dak 1i kien gallu fl-Ahhar Ikla, meta hab-
barlu 1i kelluy jichdu tliet darbiet: “Jien tlabt ghalik,” gallu, “biex
i1-fidi tieghek ma tigix nieqsa; inti mbaghad meta terga’ lura. ghas-
sewwa, wettaq lil hutek.” U San Pietru wettaq lil shabu meta fRuma.
ta xhieda ghal Kristu bil-mewt tieghu, kif kien habbarlu Gesu’ stess
wara li qallu jirgha 1-hrief u n-nghag tieghu. U minn Ruma, mill-
gabar tieghu fuq l-gholja tal-Vatikan, San Pietru ghadu sal-lum
iwettaq’il hutu: tul iz-zminijiet, permezz tas-successuri tieghu bhala
isqfijiet ta’> Ruma, u kapijiet tal-Knisja a’ Kristu, San Pietru ghadu
jmexxi 1-Knisja ta’ Kristu u bla heda jistieden lill-poplu ta’ Alla,
biex, bhala gens mahtur, sac¢erdozju rijali, nazzjon gaddis, u poplu
miksub minn Alla, bl-imgiba kollha ta’ -hajtu jxandar l-eghgubijiet
" Dak li sejhilna mid-dlamijiet tad-dnub ghad-dawl tieghu ta’ 1-
ghageb..

San Pawl _

U minn Ruma wkoll, mill-qabar tieghu fit-trig 1i tiehu ghall-
port ta’ Ostia, San Pawl ghadu sal-lum isemmaghlna lehnu, disu
hoss ta’ tromba, biex ihabbrilna 1-Evangelju ta’ Kristu, Evangelju
mhux tal-bnedmin, ghax hu Evangelju li réevih u tghallmu u kien
rivelat lilu minn Kristu stess. Kristu sejjah 1il San Pawl meta zagh-
zugh kien kollu hegga ghar-religjon Lhudija wisg aktar minn shabu
kollha ta’ mparu, imgennen kif kien ghat-tradizzjonijiet tal-Lhud,
genn 1i wasslu biex jippersegwita 1-Knisja ta’ Alla. Allg 1il San Pawl
— u dan ighidulna hu stess — ghazlu sa minn guf ommu biex ikun
ghodda mahtura f'idejh ha jwassal isem Kristu sa truf l-art kollha
maghrufa dak iz-zmien: hallih jissieheb fit-thaggir ta’ San Stiefnu
biex id-demm #ta’ 1-Ewwel Martri ta’ Kristu jaalaghlu 1-grazzja tal-
konverzjoni, li sehhet huwa. u sejjer fil-belt ta’ Damasku biex hemm
jitfa’ 1-habs lil kull min kien jistqarr li Kristu hu 1-Mulej. Ghas-
sejha ta’ Kristu, San Pawl wiegeb minnufih, u bl-istess hegga li biha
| ippersegwita, ’1 Kristu, beda jhabbar ’il Kristu ma’ kullimkien u jxan-
dar ’il Kristu msallab ghax kien ihoss li ma kien hemm Xejn aktar
ghalih biex bih jiftahar hlief is-salib ta’ Kristu li bih id-dinja kienet
imsallba ghalinh u hu ghad-dinja. Fil-hidma tieghu biex ixandar 1il
Kristu msallab, San Pawl ghadda minn hafna tigrib, garrab hafna
persekuzzjonijiet, gie msawwat, kien imfittex ghall-mewt, ra l-ghar-
qa kemm-il darba, izda qatt ma gata’ galbu, ghax l-imhabba ta’
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Kristu kienet issuqu, mohhu biss li jilhaq il-premju li ghalih Alla
kien qieghed isejjahlu fi Kristu Gesu’. U meta f’Ruma, fil-habs, gha-
raf li kien wasal ghat-tmiem tal-hidma tieghu fid-dinja u staarr li
kien lest ghas-sagrifi¢céju 1i kien qieghed jitlob minnu 1-Mulej. “Tqa-
badt it-tagbida tajba,” kiteb lill-mahbub dixxiplu tieghu Timotju,
“temmejt il-girja tieghi, harist il-fidi. Mill-bgija hemm merfugha
ghalija l-kuriuna. tal-gustizzja 1i biha f’dak il-jum ihallasni 1-Mulej,
l-imhallef gust, u mhux lili biss, imma lil dawk kollha li jkunu ghexu
bix-xewqa tad-dehra tieghu.” Hu t-testment ta’ 1-Appostlu Missier-
na, ta’ 1-Appostlu 1i ghal tliet xhur shah dam fostna jhabbrilna ’l
Kristu msallab, u 1i tul iz-zminijiet kollha, minkejja t-tigrib kollu
tal-grajja maqallba ta’ pajjizna, zammna shh fil-fidi 1i xandrilna.

F’dan il-jum ta’ festa kbira nitolbu 1 Alla llum jiegaf maghna
biex qatt ma ni¢chdu 1-wirt nisrani li missirijietna réevew minghand
San Pawl u ghaddewh lilna bla. mittiefes tul dsatax-il mitt sena.
Jalla nibgghu dejjem fidili ghat-taghlim ta’ San Pawl, f'rabta shiha
ta’ mhabba u fedelta’ lejn is-successuri ta’ San Pietru, biex fost it-
taqlib u t-tahwid kollu tal-hajja f'din id-dinja, qlubna jkunu dejjem
fis-sod fejn tassew jinsab il-hena — fir-rabta shiha mal-Knisja ta’
Kristu, dik il-Knisja mwettga mit-taghlim taz-zewg Appostli kbar
ta’ Kristu, li fiha qieghdu s-sisien tar-religjon.

L-erbatax-il Hadd tas-sena

IS-SLIEM TA’ KRISTU

Niftahru bis-Salib ta’ Kristy

Il-Hadd 1li ghadda, il-Mulej Gesu’ stedinna nimxu warajh mghob-
bijin bis-salib taghna: jalla nilgghu din 1-istedina li I-Mulej jaghm-
lilna spiss biex imbaghad inkunu nistghu niftahru, kif ftahar magh-
na Missierna San Pawl, fit-tieni gari tal-lum, 1i hu ma jiftaharx
hlief bis-salib ta’ Kristu 1i bih id-dinja hi msallba ghalih u hu ghad-
dinja, tant li f'gismu jgib il-marki ta’ Gesw’. Jekk ahna nghozzu
dan il-kliem ta’ San Pawl, jekk bhalu naslu biex niftahru biss bis-
salib ta’ Kristu u bih id-dinja tkun imsallba ghalina u ahna ghad-
dinja, imbaghad tassew ingawdu s-sliem u l-hniena ta’ Alla. Nis-
sallbu ghad-dinja u d-dinja tkun imsallba ghlaina jekk ahna, kif
rajna 1-Hadd 1i ghadda, ni¢hdu lilna nfusna u nsallbu gisimna bil-
gibdiet u 1-hajriet kollha tieghu ha nzommu ruhna ’1 boghod mill-
hazen u l-gerq tad-dinja, u nghixu fl-imhabba.
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... biex ikollna s-sliem U l-hena

Jekk naslu biex naghmlu dan isehh fina dak 1i habbritilna 1-
Knisja llum fl-ewwel gari tal-Quddiesa, bi kliem il-profeta Isaija.
IlI-profeta kien gieghed ihabbar sliem u hena ghall-belt ta’ Gerusa-
- lemm u ghal niesha wara 1i ntemm ghalihom it-tigrib ta’ l-ezilju:
Gerusalemm Kienet se tinbena mill-gdid u gnus minn kullimkien
jergghu jibdew imorru fiha, jgibu 1-gid u l-ghana kollu taghhom,
u n-nies tal-belt tifrah u tithenna u bgawdi s-sliem u 1-paci. Izda
kliem dl-profeta ghandu tifsir aktar gholi, u huwa dan it-tifsir 1i trid
twasslilna, 1-Knisja biex thabbrilna 1i spi¢ca ghad-dinja zmien in-
niket u l-imrar, zmien il-mohgrija m 1-jasar, ghaliex wasal iz-zmien
li fin 1-Iben ta’ Alla gie fid-dinja biex jeared is-setgha tax-xitan li
kien ged ijassar id-dinja taht is-setgha tieghu; bil-gerda tas-setgha
tax-xitan id-dnub u lI-mewt ma badgghux aktar jahkmu fuq il-bnie-
dem, u mill-gdid il-bnedmin setghu jgawdu dak is-sliem ta’ Alla 1i
jisbog kull ma, 1-bniedem jista’ gatt jahseb jew jittama, dak is-sliem
li I-angli habbru lid-dinja fil-lejl 1i fih 1-Then ta’ Alla twieled bnie-
dem bhalna biex jaghti bidu ghall-missjoni tieghu ta’ salvazzjoni.

Gesw’ gie fid-dinja jgib is-sliem, tieghu dsatax-il mitt sena ilu,
imma 1l-kotra kbira tal-bnedmin ghadhom mhux igawdu dan is-
sliem, fughom ghadu ma nxteridx u mhux ded jitghaxxqu bil-farag
u s-sebh 1i jgibilhom. Dan ghaliex? Ghaliex ghad li ghaddew dsatax-
il mitt sena minn dak il-lejl 1i fih 1-angli habbru sliem fl-art lill-
bnedmin ta’ rieda tajba, lill-bnedmin 1li fihom Allg jsib il-ghaxqa
tieghu, ghadu ma jsaltanx fid-dinja s-sliem ta’ Kristu?

Is-sejha taghna biex inwasslu s-sliem ta’ Kristu lid-dinja

Dan kollu hu htija taghna, ta’ dawk kollu 1i jemmnu fi Kristu.
Gesw s-sliem tieghu lid-dinja ma riedx iwasslu hu stess, imma ried
li jkunu d-dixxipli tieghu li jwassluh lid-dinja; ried li nkunu ahna
li nwasslu s-sliem tieghu lill-bnedmin kollha, ahna li bil-Maghmu-
dija sirna dixxipli tieghu. U llum gieghed ifakkarna f’dan id-dmir
taghna huwa u jghidilna 1i 1-hsad Kbir imma l-haddiema ftit. I1-
kotra kbirg tal-bnedmin huma nies ta’ rieda tajba, huma bnedmin
imxennga ghas-sliem ta’ Kristu, imma ftit huma dawk 1i ged ihabir-
ku biex iwassiuhulhom. U ghalhekk Gesu’ jghidilna: “Itolbu lil Sid
il-hsad biex jibghat haddiema fil-hsad tieghu.” U mhux biss ighi-
dilng nitolbuh jibghat haddiema fil-hsad tieghu, imma jibghat lilna
wkoll, huwa u jghidilna: “Morru, ara ded nibghatkom bhal nrief
galb l-ilpup. Tiehdu maghkom xejn... imma f’kull dar i tidhlu ghidu:
‘Is-sliem 1il din id-dar’.” Xi jfisser dan il-kliem ta’ Gesu’ ghalina
Ilum? Nifhmu, ghax smajniha kemm-il darba, 1i ghandna nitolbu 1lil
Alla biex ma jongsu gatt fil-Knisja l-vokazzjonijiet, biex ma jongos
gatt 1-ghadd tas-sacerdoti, tar-religjuzi u tal-missjunarji, biex ma
jongos qatt 1-ghadd ta’ dawk 1i ghandhom sejha spec¢jali minghand
Alla, biex iwasslu s-sliem ta’ Kristu sa truf l-art kollha. Imma gha-
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lina 1i ghandna biss is-sejha. ghall-hajja nisranija, kif nistghu nag-
du l-kmand tal-Mulej li ged ighid lilna wkoll: “Morru!” Immorru
fejn? Immorru kif?

Gesu’ gieghed jibghatna fid-dinja madwarna, fost in-nies 1li
maghhom niltagghu kuljum, fuq ix-xoghol, fil-hin tal-mistrieh, fit-
trigat tal-bliet u l-irhula taghna; iridna mmorru biex inwasslulhom
is-sliem tieghu, il-paci tieghu. Kull mhar ta’ FHadd, f’kull laggha
taghna mieghu waqt i¢-c¢elebrazzjoni tal-misteri gaddisa hu jibghat-
na fid-dinja nwasslu 1-pac¢i tieghu — “Morru fil-paci ta’ Kristu”,
ighidilna s-sac¢erdot f’isem Kristu stess fi tmiem kull Quddiesa.

Kif se jwassly s-sliem

Kif sejrin inwasslu ahna s-sliem ta’ Kristu fid-dinja madwar-
na? Bl-imgiba kollha taghna, bimgiba 1i nuru li Kristu hu kollox
ghalina, li ahna tassew dixxipli tieghu, u ghandna, 1-istess sentimenti
tieghu ta’ hniena, tjieba, sabar, moghdrija, mahfra u, fuq kollox,
imhabba. U biex dan naghmluh irirdu nifhmu sewwa X’irid ighidilna.
Gesw’ meta jghidilna biex ma niehdu xejn maghna, la. but, la horga
u langas qrieq, u 1i fit-triqg ma nsellmu lil hadd. B’dan il-kliem Gesu’
jrid jurina 1i fil-qadi .taghna. biex inwasslu’l Kristu lin-nies 1i magh-
hom niltagghu kuljum, ahna ma ghandniex infittxu dak li jagbel
lilna, ma ghandniex nuru rabta zejda mal-gid ta’ l-art w l-kumdi-
tajiet tal-hajja, ma ghandniex naghmlu ghazla bejn bniedem u ie-
hor, imma ngisu 1il kulhadd 1-istess, ghaliex fi Kristu ma hemmx
ghani u fgir, ma hemmx ilsir u hieles, ma hemmx ragel u mara,
immag lkoll ahna ahwa fih, ilkoll mifdijin mid-demm ghaziz tieghu,
ilkoll imsejhin ghal tama wahda. Irridu ghalhekk inkunu dejjem
lesti 1i nghinu ’1 kulhadd, nuru mhabba ma’ kulhadd, ukoll ma’ dawk
1i se jenhduha kontra taghna, ghaliex l-imgiba taghna, hi ta’ ¢anfira
ghalihom, ghaliex, ghalkemm jiftahru li huma nsara, 1-imgiba tagh-
hom ma. tagbilx ma’ l-isem ta’ nsara li huma jgibu. Lil dawn hutna
wkoll, ghalkemm midinbin, irridu nwasslulhom is-sliem ta’ Kristu,
irridu nkunu ta’ ghajnuna ghalihom biex iwiegbu ghas-sejha li bla
heda jaghmiilhom il-Mulej ha jogumu mill-mizerja 1i fiha wagghu
u jergghu lura ghandu ha jergghu jinhabbu mieghu. Jistghu ma
jaghtux widen ghal kliemna meta nwasslulhom is-sliem ta’ Kristu,
izda dan ma ghandux jagtaghlna galbna; ningdew b’xi hadd iehor,
nitolbu I-ghajnuna ta’ xi habib biex ighinna nwasslu lil dawn hutna
l-midinbin is-sliem ta’ Kristu; m jekk naraw li I-hidma taghna hi
kollha ghalxejn inhalluhom f’idejn il-hniena ta’ Alla.

F’din il-hidma taghna biex inwasslu s-sliem ta’ Kristu madwar-
na ma ghandniex nippretendu xi hlas specjali, ghaliex ma nkunux
ged naghmilu hlief 1i nagdu d-dmir taghna ta’ nsara li ahna, ghax
fl-ahhar mill-ahhar ahna m’ahniex hlief qaddejja. 1li ma niswew
ghalxejn: jekk il-hidma taghna biex inwasslu s-sliem ta’ Kristu ma-
dwarna thalli xi frott, dan ma jkunx gej mill-hila taghna, imma
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pi grazzja ta’ Alla li jingeda bina bhala strumenti hajja flidejh biex
iwassal is-salvazzjoni tieghu lil min mieghu ahna niltagghu kul-
jum. ; :

Il-fern taghna

Meta ahna naraw li bil-hidma taghna ghal Kristu gieghed isir
Xi gid madwarna, ma jistax ikun i m nifirhux, kif ferhu d-dixxipli
wara 1i regghu lura mill-missjoni 1i ghaliha baghathom il-Mulej;
regghu lura ferhanin ghaliex raw ix-xjaten joqoghdu ghalihom min-
habba isem Gesu’. Ix-xjaten ta’ zminijietna wkoll jogoghdu ghalina
minhabba l-isem ta’ Gesw’, ghaliex bl-ezempji tajba li nistghu nagh-
tu naslu biex inhajru lil xi whud biex ma jibaghux galbhom mar-
buta zzejjed mal-gid ta’ l-art, ma’ l-infiq bla razan, u jirnexxielna
nghinu lil xi whud jirbhu r-reghba u l-ghira u l-mibeghda 1i jkol-
Ihom f’galbhom. Imma dan mhux ahna nkunu li gibnieh, imma tkun
il-grazzja, ta’ Alla. Ghalhekk ighodd ghalina wkoll il-kliem ta’ Gesuw’
lid-dixxipli tieghu: “Mhux b'dan ifirhu, jigifieri 1i 1-ispirti jogoghdu
ghalikom, mhux b’dan ifirhu, 1li rnexxielkom issejhu 1lil xi whud
ghall-hbiberija mill-gdid ma’ Alla, imma ifirhu ghaliex ghandkom
ismijietkom miktuba fis-saltna tas-smewwiet.” Isimna huma mik-
tubin fis-saltna tas-smewwiet, jekk ahna geghdin nghixu s-sejha
taghna ta’ nsara, jekk ahna niftahru biss bis-salib ta’ Kristu li bih
ahna msallbin ghad-dinja u d-dinja hi msallba ghalina.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Migburin flimkien ghac-¢elebrazzjoni tal-misteri qaddisa ni-
tolbu lum lil Alla I-grazzja li bl-imgiba kollha ta’ hajjitna naghtu
xhieda ta’ Kristu quddiem id-dinja u nwasslu s-sliem tieghu fid-
dinja kollha ma’ dwarna.

Ieqaf, Mulej, mal-Knisja tieghek hija u thabrek biex twassal
is-sliem ta’ Kristu sa truf l-art kollha halli kull bniedem jara s-
salvazzjoni tieghek.

Ibghat hafna haddiema fid-dinja biex iwasslu (-Bxara t-tajba
tas-salvazzjoni, ghax kbir huwa l-ghadd tal-bnedmin ta’ rieda taj-
ba li ghandhom ghatx kbir ghas-sliem tieghek u ftit ferm huma I-
haddiema li jistghu jwassluhulhom.

Dawwal il-fehma tas-setghanin ta’ 1-art biex is-sliem u l-paci
1i tant jixtiequ u tant qeghdin ihabirku ghaliha, ifittxuha fid-dawl
tal-Evangelju mqgaddes.
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Qawwi q‘lubha biex bil-hegga kollha nwasslu fkulju»rh fid-dinja
madwarna l-paci ta’ Kristu.

Mulej Alla li tista’ kollox thalli qatt nieqsa d-dinja mill-fiad-
diema tieghek li juru lid-dinja fejn tinsab il-paci vera li tant jix-
tiequ, biex il-bnedmin kollha jitghallmu minn ghandhom kif jibnu
dinja gdida fejn isaltnu paci vera u ghaqda shiha bejn il-bnedmin
kollha. Bi Kristu Sidna,

Il-hmistax-il Hadd tas-sena

L-IMHABBA TA’ GHAJRNA

Il-harsien tal-kmandamenti

Il-mistogsija 1i wiehed gharef fil-ligi ghamel 1il Gesw’, kif smaj-
na fil-gari ta’ 1-Evangelju tal-lum, forsi ghamilniha ahna wkoll
kemm-il darba: “X’ghandi naghmel biex ikolli I-hajja ta’ dejjem?
X’ghandl naghmel biex insalva, biex, wara hajti f’din id-dinja, nik-
seb hena, bla, tmiem fil-hajja ta’ dejjem?” It-twegiba malajr jagh-
tihielna Gesu’ stess illum, huwa u jghidilna li jekk irridu nsalvaw,
jekk irridu mmorru l-genna, jehtieg li nhobbu ’1 Alla fuq kollox u
nhobbu wkoll il-proxxmu taghna. Dan huwa l-kmandament ta’ 1-
imhabba, ighidilna Gesu’, huwa l-kmandament 1i fih jinsabu mig-
bura l-ghaxar kmandamenti 1i Alla ta lil Mose’ fuq 1-gholja tas-
Sinaj, u i Mose’ nizzel fil-ktieb tal-ligi ta’ Alla.

Dan il-kmandament ta’ l-imhabba jigbor fih l-ordnijiet u d-
digrieti kollha 1i Alla ghogbu jaghti lill-poplu li ghazel ghalih fi
zmien il-Patt il-Qadim, u mieghu ghamel Patt 1i jekk iharsu 1-1ligi-
jiet u lI-kmandamenti kollha tieghu, huma jkunu l-poplu tieghu u
hu, Alla, ikun Alla taghhom. U Mose’, meta 1-Lhud waslu biex jidhlu
fl-art 1i Alla kien wieghed lil missirijiethom, gabel miet, ried ihal-
lilhom l-ahhar xewqat u twissijiet tieghu u jfakkarhom fl-eghgubi-
jlet kbar 1i Alla, ghamel maghhom mill-hrug taghhom mill-Egittu
u tul l-erbghin sena 1li damu mexjin fid-dezert. U fost hwejjeg ohra
fakkarhom fil-kmandamenti li Alla kien tahom hdejn is-Sinaj, u
galilhom 1i dawn il-kmandamenti ma kKinux xi haga tqila ghalihom
biex ikunu jafuhom ma kellhomx ghalfejn jaqsmu ibhra u xmajjar
ghallmuhom dawn il- kmandament1 1i Alla tahom k1en|u ga’ jinsabu
f’qalbhom, -fugq fommhom, u ghalhekk kienet haga hafifa ghalihom
1i* jobduhom.
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Il-bluha tal-bniedem

Tobdi l-kmandamenti ta’ Alla, ma, kinitx haga: hafifa ghal-Lhud
biss, imma hi haga hafifa ghll-bnedmin kollha tad-dinja, ghaliex
il-kmandamenti ta’ Alla jinsabu minguxa fil-qgalb ta’ kull bniedem,
u kull bniedem, jekk ma, johnogx fih innifsu lehen il-kuxjenza, tie-
ghu, jekk ma jhallix id-dnub idallamlu l-fehma tieghu, jaghraf 1i
ghandu jhobb lil Alla fuq kollox, ma. jzeblahx u ma jkasbarx l-isem
gaddis tieghu, u jaghtih il-qima li tixraglu u tisthogglu. Tassew bo-
loh minn twelidhom, nagraw fil-Ktieb ta’ 1-Gherf, dawk Kkollha li
ma gharfux lil Alla u mill-hwejjeg tajba u sbieh 1i jaraw fil-holgien
kollu ma waslux biex jagharfu 1il Alla; u jekk hasbu li kienu allat
xi hlejjag minhabba l-gmiel u l-gawwa taghhom, imisshom intebhu
li wisq isbah wi aktar gawwi hu Dak li ghamilhom. U ghalhekk San
Pawl jikteb 1li ma ghandhom ebda skuza l-bnedmin li ma jagharfux
lil Alla u ma jgimuhx ghax is-smewwiet u l1-holgien kollu jxandru
1-kobor ta’ Alla.

Fl-imghoddi 1-bniedem, imsahhar mill-gmiel tal-holgien, wasal
biex jaghmel xi hlejjaq sbieh u qawwija l-allat tieghu, u ma ntebahx,
fil-bluha tieghu, 1li dak li ghamel il-hlejjaa kollha hu wisq aktar
sabih u aktar gawwi mill-hlejjagq kollha; ffehmtu mdallma mid-
dnub il-bniedem ma gharafx jintrefa’ ’l1 fiuuig mill-holgien ta’ mad-
waru u jaghraf 1lil Alla; u flok ta gima lil Alla, il-gima tieghu ta
“lin-nar u r-rih, u l-arja hafifa, id-dawra tal-kwiekeb, il-mewga,
gawwija, id-dawl tas-sema li jmexxi d-dinja” (Gherf 13, 2) u saw-
war ghalih xbihat tad-deheb u tal-fidda, ta’ l-injam u tal-gebel u
gieshom allat tieghu u tahom il-qima 1i tisthogq biss lil Alla.

Fejn twassal ic-cahda ta’ Alla

Izda llum il-bniedem wasal mhux biex 'jaghti gima lill-hlejjaq
flok jaghtiha 1il Alla, imma wasal biex ighid 1i ma hemmx Alla, u
ghamel lily nnifsy 1-alla tieghu. Dan wasslu biex igib fix-xejn mhux
biss l-ewwel kmandament ta’ l-imhabba — l-imhabba ta’ Alla —
imma, wkoll biex igib fix-xejn it-tieni kmandament ta’ l-imhabba
— l-imhabba, tal-proxxmu; ghax il-bniedem meta jaghmel lily nnif-
su alla tieghu ma jimpurtah minn hadd hlief minnu nnifsu, u jgis
lil kulhadd bhala mezz u strument biex igib ’il quddiem l-interessi
tieghu biss. Bniedem 1i jaghmel lilu nnifsu l-alla tieghu jistmerr w
jkasbar kull rabta ma’ haddiehor, ir-rabta tal-familja, ir-rabta tal-
hbiberija: lest biex jaghmel kull xorta, ta’ hsara u ta’ deni lil uliedu,
lil grabatu u hbiebu jekk dawk se jkunu ta’ tfixkil ghall-interessi
tieghu, u wisq aktar imbaghad ikun lest jaghmel kull xorta ta’ hsara
lill-bgija. tal-bnedmin: ghalih il-qtil, is-serq, il-malafami, huma mez-
7zl biex igib ’il quddiem l-interessi tieghu; iz-zina ssir ghalih mezz
ta’ qligh kbir; u biex jistaghna llum wasal biex iwagqa’ fil-vizzju
tad-drogi hafna zghazagh u tfal ukoll, u ma jimpurtah minn xejn
1i b’dawn id-drogi se jeqridhom fir-ruh u fil-gisem. Bniedem bhal
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dan ma jafx min hw I-proxxmu tieghu, anzi nistghu nghidu 1i ma
jemminx li ghandu xi proxxmu. U dan hu proprju ¢-c¢ahda tat-tieni
kmandament ta’ l1-imhabba, ghaliex il-bniedem ma giex mahlug biex
ighix ghalih wahdu, ghaliex il-bniedem irid ighix, anzi hu migbud
biex ighix flimkien ma’ bnedmin ohra, i bhalu ghandhom dritt ghall-
harsien tad-dinjita’ taghhom ta’ bnedmin li huma. Dan ifisser li
I-bnedmin ghax iridu jghixu flimkien fis-so¢jeta’, jehtigilhom jir-
rispettaw 1il xulxin u jharsu d-drittijiet ta’ xulxin: dan dmir ta’ kull
bniedem, dmir 1i jagduh bil-harsien tal-precett ta’ l-imhabba tal-
proxxmu: huwa l-precett 1i Allas 1i lill-bniedem mahlug biex ighix
fis-soc¢jeta’ tal-bnedmin,

Samaritani tajba

Kull bniedem hu proxxmu taghna, u dan urihulna Gesu’ bil-
parabbola tas-Samaritan it-tajjeb. Ma hemmx ghalfejn nitkellmu
fit-tul biex infissru din il-parabbola tal-Mulej ghx nafuha tajjeb
hafna; il-gofol taghha huwa 1-fatt 1i wiehed Samaritan gabez ghal
wiehed Lhudi midrub ghall-mewt u ghenu minn gidu fil-htigijiet
tieghu. Mill-parabbola minnufih nintebhu 1i 1-proxxmu taghna hu
kull bniedem 1li jinsab fil-bzonn. Alla, bil-kmandament ta’ l-imhab-
ba tal-proxxmu, jordnalna biex nghinu Kkif nistghu kull bniedem
fil-htigijiet tieghu, kemm tar-ruh u kemm tal-gisem: il-bniedem
mhux biss jista’ jbati 1-guh u l-ghatx, mhux biss jista’ ma jkollux
x’jilbes jew dar xierqa fejn jogghod, mhux biss jista’ jkun marid jew
il-habs jew mahgur jew imkasbar minhabba razzitu jew twemminu,
imma. 1-bniedem, ukoll jista’ jkollu bzonn ta’ xi parir tajjeb, ta’ xi
hadd 1i jgawwilu galbu, ta’ xi hadd 1li jghinu jitbieghed mit-trigq
hazina 1i jkun dabad, 1i jfarrgu fin-niket tieghu, li jghinu jintrefa’
mill-mizerja li fiha jkun waqa’. Meta ahna nghinu 1il xi hadd fil-
bzonn, hu x’inhu dan il-bzonn, u 1-ghajnuna naghtuha ghax inhossu
ghalih, inkunu ged naghmlu bhas-Samaritan it-tajjeb li, flok baga’
ghaddej ghal ghong it-trig minghajr ma mpurtah xejn mill-midrub,
mar dewwih, hadu flukanda u hasiblu ghal kollox. Il-parabbola
tghidilna xi haga izjed ukoll dwar min hu l-proxxmu taghna. Il-Lhud
u S-Samaritani ma, kinux jinhamlu bejniethom, u ghalhekk Gesu’ -
fil-parabbola tkellem dwar Samaritan li gabez ghal wiehed Lhudi
1i kien fil-bzonn, biex jurina li l-proxxmu taghna hu kull bniedem,
u mhux biss il-bnedmin qrabatna, jew nies ta’ gensna, imma wkoll
l-eghdewwa taghna, ukoll min ghamlilna d-deni.

Jekk 1-imhabba taghna tkun thaddan il-bnedmin kollha, im-
baghad iva nkunu nistghu niftahru li ahna nsara, u 1i geghdin nghi-
xu ta’ nsara, ghax inkunu tassew nixbhu ’l1 Kristu li miet ghal kul-
hadd u gab is-sliem fis-sema u fl-art. L-Tben ta’ Alla, li bih u ghalih
sar kollox u bih kollox gieghed izomm, u fih tghammar il-milja kol-
lha tad-divinita’, sar bniedem bhalna, biex jeqred il-mibgheda minn
fost il-bnedmin, u jhabbibhom ma’ xulxin u ma’ Alla. Bil-gawmien
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tieghu mill-imwiet hu qered is-setgha tad-dnub u l-mewt u ta lill-
bnedmin il-gawwa li jhobbu 'l Xulxin bhal ahwa, u sejhilhom biex
jidhlu f'dik ix-xirka wahda fa’ mhabba li hi 1-Knisja tieghu, dik
il-Knisja 1i taghha huwa r-Ras. Ahna ghandna l-grazzja li nkunu
membri ta’ din il-Knisja ta’ Kristu, u bhala membri ta’ din ix-xirka
ta’ mhabbg ahna fid-dmir.li nghixu. fl-imhabba. ta’ xulxin, biex nagh-
tu xXhieda lid-dinja tal-kmandament ta’ l-imhabba. Jailla gatt ma
nongsu li naghtu din ix-xhieda quddiem id-dinja biex ikun tassew
jisthoqailna I-isem ta’ nsara 1li ngibu.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Ahna u naghtu gieh illum lill-Mulej Gest ghax bih Alla ghogbu
jerga’ jhabbeb kollox mieghu u permezz tieghu jgib is-sliem fis-se-
ma u l-art, nitolbuh jghinna nifhmu sewwa min hu I-proxxmu tagh-
na, biex gatt ma nongsu mill-harsien tal-kmandament tal-imhabba.

Mulej Gest, ieqaf mal-Knisja tieghek hija u tghallimna 1i ghan-
dna nhobbu lil Alla fuq kollox u li nhobbu l-proxxmu taghna, bhal-
na nfusna

Mule] desﬁ-, tu hsieb dawk hutna I-bnedmin 1i, imkabbrin bi-
hom infushom, qeghdin jichdu lil Alla jew qged ighixu giesu ma
hemmx Alla, biex jintebfiu bl-izball taghhom, u jaslu biex jagharfuh.

Mullej Gesi, thallix tikber aktar il-hisara li ged issir fid-dinja tal-
lum ‘ghax niegsa hafna [-imhabba tal-proxxmuu hafna nies tilfu
kull sura ta’ mhabba ghal fiuthom il-bnedmin l-ofira.

Mulej Gesil, ara kemm hsara qieghda ssir fid-dinja tal-lum min-
habba r-reghba tal-bnedmin: thallix tkompli tinxtered din il-hsara
biex ma jsirx aktar deni lit-tfal u z-zghazagh taghna.

Mulej Gest, nissel fi glubna mhabba vera ghall-proxxmu tagh-
na biex inkunu dejjem lesti nghinu lil kull min naraw fil- ‘bzonn,
npattu bil-gid id-deni li jista’ jsirilna.

- Mulej Gesti Kristu, Iben Alla l-ha], aghti widen ghat-talb li
geghdin naghmiulek illum, u ghallimna nghozzu l-kmandamenti u
l-precetti tieghek u nharsuhom bil-hegga kollha ta’ qalbna. Int H
tghix u ssaltan ghal dejjem ta’ dejjem.
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Is-sittax-il ¥Hadd tas-sena

NITKELLMU MA’ ALLA

Allg jkellem il-bniedem

Tl-Kittieb ta’ 1-ittra lil-Lhud ighidilna 1i Alla bosta drabi u b’haf-
na manjieri kellem lill-bniedem tul iz-zminijiet sakemm fl-ahhar
taz-zmien baghat 1lil Ibnu stess fid-dinja biex ikellimna u jurina
I-hwejjeg mohbija tas-saltna tas-sema, biex jirrivelalna l-misteru
mohbi ghall-bnedmin kollha sa mill-bidu taz-zmien, jigifieri 1i 1-
bnedmin kollha tad-dinja huma msejhin ghas-salvazzjoni ghaliex
Alla jrid 1i 1-bnedmin kollha jsalvaw u jaslu ghas-sebh tal-hajja ta’
dejjem. F’dan trid tfakkarna 1-Knisja llum u fl-istess hin trid turina
kif ahna stess mistghu nitkellmu ma’ Alla u nisimghu lehnu.

Jekk inqallbu 1-Iskrittura, ghandna naraw b’liema mod Alla
kellem lill-bniedem fi zmien il-Patt il-Qadim: kien jitkellem ma’
Adam u Eva fil-genna ta’ l-art, u tkellem maghhom ukoll wara 1i
kisru l-kmandament tieghu u waqghu fid-dnub' mhux biss biex
ihabbrilhom il-kastig ghad-dnub taghhom, imma wkoll biex jurihom
li, minkejja d-dnub taghhom, baga’ jhobbhom, u weghdhom il-hel-
sien mill-jasar 1li fih wagghu bi dnubhom, meta jasal il-wagt. Kel-
lem 1il Noe’ meta d-dinja kollha kienet thazznet u Alla ma felahx
ghall-hazen kollu tal-bnedmin; kellem 1il Noe’ u gallu jibni arka
biex fiha hu u l-familja tieghu jehilsu mil-kastig tad-dilluvju, halli
jkunu zerriegha ta’ mnisel gdid. Kellem 1lil Abraham bosta drabi: 1-
ewwel darba meta sejjahlu biex ihalli pajjizu u jmur f'art ohra;
kellmu hdejn il-balluta ta’ Mamre, kif smajna fl-ewwel gari tal-lum,
bhiex ihabbarlu 1i fi xjuhitu se jkollu tifel; rega’ kellmu meta riedu
joffrilu b’sagrificéju lil dan I-iben il-wahdieni tieghu. Abraham,
minhabba 1-fidi tieghu f’Alla, fidi 1li gatt ma giet niegsa, kien il-
habib ta’ Alla, u Alla weghdu li jkun missier ta’ kotra kbira ta’ gnus.
1l-weghdiet 1i Alla ghamel 1lil Abraham geddidhom I1il' Isakk, w
mbaghad lil Gakob. U meta nisel Gakob fl-Egittu sar poplu kbir u
kien gieghed jigi mahqur, Alla rega’ tkellemi u sejjan 1lil Mose’ biex
jehles lill-poplu tieghu mill-jasar. U wara zmien Mose’, Alla kompla
jkellem lill-poplu tieghu, biex izomm shiha t-tifkira tal-weghdiet
maghmula 1il Abraham u lil nislu, permezz tal-profeti, sa ma waslet
il-milja taz-zminijiet, u 1-Iben ta’ Alla stess gie fi‘d-di.nja‘ biex ihab-
bar is-salvazzjoni ghall-bnedmin kollha.

Il-missjoni ta’ I-Appostli

Is-salvazzjoni Gesu’ habbarha biss lin-nies tal-Lhudija w tal-
Galilija, izda ghazel tnax minn hdan id-dixxipli tieghu, biex ikunu
dejjem mieghu ha jhejjihom biex iwasslu l-bxara t-tajba tas-sal-
vazzjoni sa truf 1-art kollha. wara 1i hu jerga’ lura ghand il-Missier.
Meta. temm il-missjoni tieghu fuq l-art u bil-passjoni u l-mewt tie-
ghu fugq is-salib kiseb is-salvazzjoni ghall-bnedmin kollha, gabel tela’
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s-sema, lill-Appostli galilhom: “Morru fid-dinja kollha... aghmlu
dixxipli mill-gnus kollha u ghallmuhom dak kollu 1i ordnajtilkom.”
‘U 1-Appostli marru fid-dinja. jhabbru lill-bnedmin kollha u jwissu
u jghallmu bil-gherf kollu lil kulhadd, biex iwasslu lil kull bniedem
ghall-perfezzjoni ta’ Kristu. Huma xterdu fid-dinja jxandru 1-Kelma
ta’ Alla. u jhabbru l-misteru mohbi ghall-bnedmin kollha sa mill-
bidu taz-zmien, jigifieri 1i I-bnedmin kollha huma msejhin ghas-
salvazzjoni fi Kristu li fuq is-salib xerred demmu ghall-bnedmin
kollha. L-Appostli xterdu mad-dinja kollha u fost hafna, tigrib u
thatija habbru 1-Evangelju u fl-ahhar wettqu 1-kelma, li huma hab-
bru bix-xhieda tal-martirju u hekk temmew f’gisimhom dak li kien
nieqges mit-thatijiet ta’ Kristu ghall-gisem tieghu 1i hu 1-Knisja, dik
il-Knisja 1i Kristu waqqaf fuq is-sisien ta’ 1-Appostli u 1i taghha hu-
ma kienu l-ministri, dik il-Knisja li Kristu waqgaf biex twassal il-
kelma tieghu lill-bnedmin tul iZ-zminijiet kollha, dik il-Knisja 1i
biha Alla ghadu jitkellem mal-bnedmin u jwasslilhom ix-xewqat u
t-twissijiet tieghu.

Alla ghadu jkellimna

‘ Allg, ghadu jkellimna kif kellem 1lil Adam wu lil Eva, kif kellem

lil Noe’, kif kellem lil Abraham u lill-patrijarki 1-ohra; ghadu jkel-
limna kif kien ikellem il-poplu tieghu tal-Patt il-Qadim, izda mhux
aktar b’fomm, il-profeti, imma b’fomm Kristu stess, li fil-Knisja gatt
ma jiegaf isemmaghlna lehnu. Meta ahna ninsabu migburin flimkien
ghac-celebrazzjoni tal-misteri gaddisa, ahna nkunu dehra tal-Knisja
fid-dinja, u f'nofsna jinsab Gesw’, ghaliex ninsabu migburin flimkien
flismu: Gesu’ hu maghna bhala 1-Kap taghna, Gesu’ hu maghna u
ahna nisimghu lehnu u nissiehbu mieghu fl-offerta tieghu lill-Mis-
sier ghall-mahfra tad-dnubiet, l-offerta 1i biha f’misteru jgedded
is-sagrificéju tieghu fuqg is-salib maghmul darba ghal dejjem ghas-
salvazzjoni tad-dinja.

Inkunu nixbhu Uil Marija

B’liema mod ghandna ngibu ruhna meta nkunu ninsabu flim-
kien ma’ Gesw bhala Knisja, ghac-c¢elebrazzjoni tal-misteri gaddi-
sa? Bhala twegiba ghal din il-mistogsija 1-Knisja taghtina l-ezempju
ta’ Marija, oht Marta u Lazzru. Gesu Kkien imur spiss ghandhom,
fid-dar taghhom f'Betanja, biex jistrien, u Marija, meta Gesu’ kien
ikun ghandhom, kienet thalli kollox u tinxtehet f'riglejn Gesu’ toq-
ghod tisimghu, waqt 1i ohtha, kienet tkun imhabbta. bix-xoghol tad-
dar. U meta Marta talbet 1il Gesw’ jghid lil Marija biex tghinha,
Gesu’ canfarha bil-hlewwa kollha u galilha: ‘“Marta, int gieghda tin-
kwieta fuqg hafna hwejjeg, meta haga wahda biss hi mehtiega; din
il-haga Marija ghazlitha, u hadd ma hu se jehodhielha.” Din il-
grajja ta’ Marta wm ta’ Marija turina b’liema mod ghandna ngibu
ruhna meta niltagghu ma’ Gesu’ waqt ic¢-celebrazzjoni tal-misteri
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gaddisa, Dak il-hin ghandna nhallu fil-genb kull hsieb tad-dinja,
ninsew ghal ftit mumenti t-thassib taghna, il-problemi taghna, l-in-
kwiet, taghna, il-progetti taghna tal-hajja taghna ta’ kuljum fid-din-
ja, u hsibijietna jkunu biss f’dak li gieghed ighidilna 1-Mulej, biex
ma, nhallu ebda kelma minn tieghu ttir mar-rih. Dan ghaliex il-
kliem 1i jkun.qgieghed ighidilna 1-Mulej hu kliem 1i jghodd ghalina,
ghal kull wiehed u wahda minna, skond il-gaghda li fiha nkunu fil-
hin uw 1-wagt 1i Gesw jkun ikellimna. Il-kelma tieghu tgqawwilna
galbna jekk l-inkwiet u t-taqlib tal-hajja taghna ta’ kuljum gieghed
jifnina, jew il-hazen kollu li naraw madwarna u fina jwassalna biex
niddubitaw minn Alla; il-kelma tieghu theggigna dejjem aktar biex
nghixu hajja ahjar  jekk ahna: qed naghmlu kull ma nistghu biex
naslu ghall-perfezzjoni fi Kristu; il-kelma tieghu twissina u twid-
dibna jekk nibdew nithajru nharsu lura u ma nkomplux mexjin ’il
quddiem fit-trig 1i twassalna ghall-ghadda dejjem aktar shiha fl-
imhabba ma’ Kristu; il-kelmal tieghu ¢c¢anfarna jekk gbadna trig
hazina u ged nongsu mill-imhabba ta’ Alla u ta’ ghajrna, u fl-istess
hin tistedinna biex ingqumu mill-mizerja li fiha deghdin nagghu biex
nergghu lura ghall-hbiberija mieghu. Il-kelma ta’ Kristu tista’ tagh-
mel dan kollu maghna jekk ahna ma nfixkluhiex bit-thassib zejjed
ghall-hwejjeg tad-dinja, thassib li jasal biex inessina l-haga wahda
mehtiega: is-salvazzjoni ta’ ruhna. ;

It-thassib Zejjed

Il-grajja ta’ Marta u Marija ghandha wkoll taghlim iehor gha-
lina. Gesu’ ma canfarx lil Marta ghaliex kienet mehdija bix-xoghol
tad-dar, imma ghaliex kienet gieghda thabbel rasha u tinkwieta
zzejjed bix-xoghol tad-dar, u.ma kinitx gieghda ssib hin biex tisma’
1-kelma, tal-Mulej. Ix-xoghol tad-dar irid isir, kif irid isir kull Xoghol
jehor li l-bniedem hu msejjah biex jaghmel fid-dinja, u dan ix-
xoghol irid isir bil-ghagal kollu, irid isir mhux ghail wice il-bnedmin,
izda ghal Alla, bhala dmir 1i Alla gieghed jitlob minna ghall-gid
ta’ kulhadd. Dak li ma jridx Gesw’ hu li tant nehdew fix-xoghol
taghna ta’ kuljum li ma nsibux mument wiehed biss biex nghollu
hsibijietna lejn is-sema u nahsbu fuq il-hwejjeg tas-sema. L-istess
xoghol taghna ta’ kuljum nistghu mbaghad ingaddsuh lil Alla jekk
naghmluh bhala r-rieda ta’ Alla ghalina, u noffruh bhala t-talba
taghna ta’ kuljum 1il Alla. Jekk ix-xoghol taghna ta’ kuljum nibdew
inharsu lejh b’dan il-mod, ma jtellfilniex aktar il-haga wahda meh-
tiega, imma jkun ta’ ghajnuna-ghalina biex miksbuha.
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TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Migburin f’dar Missierna tas-sema llum, nitolbuh il-grazzja biex
l-inkwiet zejjed dwar hafna hwejjeg fil-hajja taghna fid-dinja tal-
lum, ma jasalx biex itellfilna I-haga wahda mehtiega.

Ieqaf, Mulej, mal-Knisja tieghek hija u twasslilna kuljum il-
kelma tieghek biex tmexxina, twissina u tghallimna I-gherf kollu
ha twassalna ghall-perfezzjoni fi Kristu.

Kun ma’ dawk kollha 1j inti ssejjah minn hdan il-poplu tieghek,
biex bhala ministri tieghek ixandru I-Bxara t-tajba tas-salvazzjoni
lill-gnus kollha ta’ I-ant,

Dawwal il-fehma ta’ kull min hu mgarrab mill-mard u t-tba-
tija, biex jifrah ghaliex bihom gieghed itemm f’gismu dak 1i jonqos
mit-tbatijiet ta’ Kristu ghall-bini tal-Knisja tieghu fid-dinja.

Ghinna nzommu ’l boghod minna kull hsieb tal-hajja taghna
ta’ kuljum fid-dinja, meta ninsabu migburin flimkien mieghek ghac-
celebrazzjoni tal-misteri qaddisa, waqt li int tkun qieghed 1ssem-
maghilna l-kelma tieghek u tghidilna xi trid minna.

Mulej Alla li tista’ kollox, thalli qatt it-thassib zejjed fil-hwej-
jeg tad-dinja fifixkilna u ma jhalliniex naraw sewwa xi trid minna,
biex fost it-taqlib u t-tahwid kollu tad-dinja tal-lum, glubna jkunu
fejn tassew jinsab il-veru hena taghna. Bi Kristu Sidna.
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Is-sbhatax-il ffadd tas-sena

IL-QAWWA TAT-TALB

Imweldin mill-gdid :

I1I-Knisja fit-tieni qari tal-lum, bi kliem Missierna San Pawl,
taghtina ahbar 1i ghandha tkun ta’ farag kbir ghalina, ghaliex tfak-
karna li ahna, fil-Maghmudija taghna, indfinna ma’ Kristu fil-mewt
tieghu biex mieghu nirxuxtaw ghall-hajja gdida u dan bis-sahha
tal-fidi taghna fil-gawmien ta’ Kristu mill-imwiet. Minhabba d-dnub
tan-nisel 1i writha minghand Adam ahna konna mejtin ghal Alla,
konna eghdewwa tieghu, imma Alla, habbna u tana l-hajja mill-gdid
bi Kristu, ghaliex Kristu bil-mewt tieghu fuq is-salib gered il-mewt
taghna, kisbilna l-mahfra tad-dnubiet- bid-demm 1i hu xerred fugq
is-salib, hassar il-kont tad-dejn.li kellna ma’ Alla, u hekk stajna
nghixu mill-gdid il-hajja li konna tlifna bid-dnub. Bil-Maghmudija
bdejna nghixu hajja gdida, bdejna nghixu 1-istess hajja ta’ Alla,
sirna, hbieb ta’ Alla, anzi sirna ahwa ma’ Kristu u wlied Alla u wer-
rieta. flimkien mieghu tas-saltna tas-sema.

Il-qawwa tat-tald

Ghaliex ahma hbieb ta’ Alla, ghaliex ahna wlied Alla, lil Alla
nistghu nsejhulu “Missier”: l-istess Spirtu ta’ Alla 1i ssawwab fina
fil-Maghmudija taghna, inebbahna, biex induru lejn Alla u nghidulu:
“Abba! Missier!”, u Kristu stess, meta 1-Appostli talbuh ighallimhom
jitolbu kif San Gwann ghallem jitolbu d-dixxipli tieghu, galilhom
jitolbu hekk: “Missierna, li inti fis-smewwiet jitqaddes ismek; tigi
saltnatek; ikun li trid int; aghtina hobzna ta’ kuljum; ahfrilna dnu-
bietna; iddahhalniex fit-tigrib; ehlisna mid-deni.” U wara li Gesw’
ghallem din it-talba lid-dixxipli tieghu, gqalilhom wkoll 1i Alla sejjer
dejjem jisma’ din it-talba taghhom, u wettag kliemu permezz ta’
zZewg parabboli li habbrilna l-Evangelju tal-lum, il-parabbola ta’
wiehed li f'nofs ta’ lejl iqum biex jaghti I-ghajnuna lil wiehed habib
tieghu 1i ma qatax qgalbu u baga’ jhabbat il-bieb sakemm, ingeda,
u l-parabbola ta’ missier 1i ’1 uliedu jaghtihom xi haga ta’ gid u mhux
xi haga, 1i taghmlilhom hsara.
~  Minn dawn iz-zewg parabboli Gesu’ johrog taghlima ghall-Ap-
postli, biex jurihom, li ghandhom jitolbuw dejjem, bla, ma qatt jagtghu
galbhom, ghax il-Missier jisma’ zgur it-talb taghhom u jaghti dej-
jem spirtu qaddis lil dawk 1i jitolbuhulu. Ghalhekk Gesw’ galilna
llum: “Itolbu u jinghatalkom, habbtu u jifthulkom, fittxu u Ssibu,
ghax min jitlob jagla’, min ifittex isib, min ihabbat jifthulu.”

Kif nitolbu : :

Jekk hu minnu dan il-kliem ta’ Gesw’, ghaliex kemm-il darba
dak 1i mitolbu lil Alla, ahna ma nagilghuhx? Ma nagilghux dak li
nitolbu ghaliex nitolbu hazin, ghaliex nitolbu dak 1i mhux ta’ gid
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ghal ruhna, ghax ma nitolbux Pisem Kristu, ghaliex ma nitolbux
kif titlob il-Knisja.

It-talb kollu tal-Knisja lill-Missier hu bi Kristu fl-Ispirtu s-
Santu, ghaliex fi Kristu ahna ghandna avukat kbir quddiem il-Mis-
sier 1i fis-sema dejjem lest biex jidhol ghalina, ghaliex hu l-med-
jatur ewlieni taghna: bhala bniedem hu wiehed minna u ghalhekk
jista’ jidher u jitkellem ghalina, u bhala Alla t-talb tieghu ghalina
ghandu qawwa, liema bhalha., Hu stess galilna x’ghandna nitolbu,
u 1-Knisja fit-talb kollu taghha dejjem titlob dak li Kristu ghallim-
na 1li ghandna nitolbu.

L-ewwel talba taghna hi li jitqaddes l-isem ta’ Alla billi I-bned-
min kollha minn tarf ghall-iehor tad-dinja, minn tlugh ix-xemx sa
nzulha, jaghtu gieh 1lil Alla u jsebbhu l-isem qaddis tieghu u ma
ikasbruhx bid-dagha u 1-half falz taghhom. U nitolbu wkoll biex tigi
s-saltna ta’ Alla, jigifieri nitolbu biex il-bnedmin kollha jaraw is-
salvazzjoni ta’ Alla taghna, u 1-Knisja tieghu tkun tidher fid-dinja
kollha bhalg sinjal ta’ salvazzjoni ghal kulhadd u tkun verament
l-ghamara ta’ Alla mal-bnedmin. U nitolbu mbaghad ukoll biex kul-
limkien isehh dak li jrid Alla; u r-rieda ta’ Alla hija din, il-gdusija
taghna, billi nzommu ruhna ’l1 boghod minn kull tingis tad-dnub u
minn kull gerq tal-hazen ahna u nharsu l-kmandamenti u 1-precetti
kollha ta’ Alla,

Nitolbu ghall-htigijiet taghna

It-talb taghna ghalhekk ghandu jkun l-ewwelnett talb ta tif-
hir, gieh u radd il-hajr lil Alla ghax it-tjieba ’meg‘hu ghal dejjem;
izda Alla, ma jridniex nitolbu dan biss; iridna wkoll nitolbuh ghall-
htigijiet taghna, mhux ghax ma jafx x'nehtiegu, imma ghall-gid
taghna, biex ahna nagharfu u nifhmu li minghajru ma ahna xejn,
- u kull ma ghandna gej minnu. Ghalhekk iridna nitolbu ghall-hti-
gijiet taghna. ta’ kull jum, mhux biss ghall-htigijiet materjali, imma,
wisq aktar, ghall-htigijiet spiritwali taghna. Huwa f'din il-haga li
ahna kemm-il darba ma nitolbux kif imiss jew nitolbu ghal xXi haga
li mhux se tkun ta’ gid ghal ruhna. Generalment nitolbu ghal xi hti-
gijiet materjali, 1i m’humiex dejjem htigijiet tassew,.1i forsi se jkunu
ta’ hsara ghall-hajja ta’ ruhna: meéta nitolbu xi haga. hekk, Alla,
li jrid il-gid t’ dejjem taghna, ma jaghtihilniex, izda jaghtina flokha
xi haga ahjar li tkun aktar ta’ gid ghal ruhna. Xi kull tant nitolbu
ghall-helsien minn xi tigrib, minn xi marda, minn xi salib, u t-tig-
rib jibga’ maghna, il-fejgan mill-marda ma jsehhx, is-salib jidher
aktar tqil: dan ma jfissirx 1i Alla ma semax it-talba taghna;. ikun
semaghha izda flok tana dak li tlabna ahna, ikun tana Xi haga
ahjar, ikun uriena sinjal specjali ta’ mhabbtu, ghaliex bit-tigrib u
l-mard u s-salib tana 1i nissiehbu ma’ Kristu fil-passjoni tieghu
ghall-gid taghna u ta’ l-ohrajn. Mhux biss, imma wkoll ikun tana
l-gawwa li nehtiegu ghal dan u biex bil-ferh nerfghu t-tigrib u 1-
mard u s-salib taghna.
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Nitolbu wkoll ghall-mahfra ta’ dnubietna. Alla jahfirhomlna
dagskemm inkunu lesti 1i nahfru lil min hu hati ghalina, dagskemm
ikollna soghba u ndiema ghalihom. Nitolbu biex ma nidhlux fit-tigrib
u biex nehilsu minn kull deni; f’dan ukoll Alla jisma’ t-talb taghna
ghaliex, jekk jippermettilna li nkunu mgarrbin mit-xitan, jaghtina
wkoll kull ghajnuna biex nirbhu t-tigrib kollu 1i jista’ jkollna, u jekk
nagghu ikun tort taghna ghax inkunu ahna stess li fittixna, 1-okz
kazjoni tad-dnub u gibna d-deni fugna bi htija taghna stess.

Alla jisma’ t-talb ta’ hbiebu .

Alla; dejjem. jisma’ talb taghna, izda b’'mod specéjali joghgbuw t-
talb 1i jaghmlulu dawk 1i huma hbiebu, bhalma kien Abraham, kif
jurina l-ewwel gari tal-lum. Alla gharraf lil Abraham bil-hsieb tie-
ghu 1i jeqred il-bliet ta’ Sodoma u Gomorra minhabba 1-kobor tal-
hazen taghhom, izda Abraham talab lil Alla jhenn ghal dawk il-bliet
minhabba t-tajbin 1i kienu jghammru fihom; kien lest li ma. jib-
ghatx il-kastig tieghu fuq dawk l-ibliet jekk fihom kien hemm ham-
sin tajbin; u ghaliex Abraham baga’ jitolbu u ma. gatax qalbu mit-
talb, Alla kien lest biex ma jishetx il-belt minhabba ghaxra tajbin.
Din il-grajja turina kemm jiswa t-talb tan-nies tajba, tal-qaddisin,
quddiem Alla; jurina wkoll li ghandna dejjem mnitolbu u nkomplu
nitolbu dejjem bla ma qatt nagtghu mit-talb. Il-holgien kollu jitlob
1il Alla ghaliex il-holgien kollu jxandar il-glorja ta’” Alla; wisq aktar
ghalhekk ghandu jxandar il-glorja, ta’ Alla bit-talb tieghu l-bniedem
1i Alla, halgu ftit ingas mill-angli u gieghdu fuq l-eghmejjel kollha
ta’ jdejh. Hu ghalhekk li I-Knisja titlob kuljum biex tkompli t-talba.
1i Kristu beda f’din id-dinja u gieghed ikompliha, fis-sema. I1-Knisja
msiehba ma’ din it-talba ta’ Kristu, tqaddes il-mumenti ewlenin tal-
gurnata bit-talb taghha: titlob ma’ sbieh il-jum, titlob f'nofs il-jum,
titlob ma’ nzul ix-xemx, titlob qabel dl-mistrien tal-lejl. Il-Knisja.,
trid 1i 1-insara kollha wkoll igaddsu maghha s-sighat ewlenin tal-
jum bit-talb taghhom ha jfahhru ’1 Alla u jroddu hajr u jitolbuh
ghall-htigijiet tal-Knisja, tad-dinja u tal-komunita’ 1i fiha jghixu.
T1-Knisja, tizgurana 1i dan it-talb taghna, imsieheb mat-talb taghha,
igib kotra ta’ grazzji fug dd-dinja u jehlisna, minn kull deni u kull
tigrib, u jseddaq hajjitna fis-sliem u jwassalna ghall-hajja ta’ dej-
jem. Jalla ma nieqfu gatt mit-talb f'ghagda shiha mal-Knisja ta’
Kristu.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Illum, kif ghadna kemm smajna lill-Mulej Gesu jghallimna kif '
ghandna nitolbu, maghqudin flimkien f’xirka wahda ta’ mhabba, ma’
Kristu, fi Kristu u bi Kristu, naghmlu t-talba taghna lill-Missier gha-

ni bil-hiniena, biex ixerred kotra ta’ barka u sliem fuq id-dinja kollha.
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Missierna li int fis-smewwiet, aghmel li ismek ikun imbierek
fl-art kollha u kull bniedem jaghraf il-gmiel glorjuz tas-saltna
tieghek.

Missierna [li inti fis-smewwiet, uri lill-bnedmin x’inhi r-rieda
- mqaddsa tieghek, biex dejjem u kullimkien ikun dak li trid int, kif
fis-sema hekkda fl-art.

Missierna li inti fis-smewwiet, aghmel li minn tlugh ix-xemx sa
nzulha, kullimkien fid-dinja, ttla’ quddemek kuljum l-offerta tal-
Knisja tleghek h11a u ggedded is-sagrificcéju tas-salvazzjoni taghna.

Missierna li inti fis-smewwiet, thalli qatt nieqsa mill-ikel ta’
kuljum u mill-htigijiet kollha ghall-hajja xierqa fl-art, il-bnedmin
kollha li llum ged ighixu fid-dinja.

Missierna li inti fis-smewwiet, ahfrilna dnubietna, bhalma nafi-
fru lil min hu hati ghahna )la ddahhalniex fit-tigrib, u ehlisna minn
kull deni.

Mulej Alla taghna, ilga’ t-talba 1i ghadna kemm ghamilnilek
illum, it-talba 1i Ibnek stess ghallimna, ghas-salvazzjoni taghna, u
aghmel 1i jsehhu dawn ix-xewqat tajba taghna li qed inwasslu-
homlok ma’ Kristu, fi Kristu, u bi Kristu, li jghix u ]salltan ghal
dejjem ta’ de]]em

It-tmintax-il iadd tas-sena-

INFITTXU L-HWEJJEG TAS-SEMA

Kl nharitd, Hedd: nistelebraw: EGhid talshMulej

Illum il-Knisja qgieghda taghmlilna l-istess stedina li ghamlitilna nhar
1-Ghid. il-Kbir biex ahna li, fil-Maghmudija taghna, irxoxtajna ma’ Kristu
ghall-hajja gdida, nahsbu mhux fil-hwejjeg ta’ l-art imma fuq dawk tas-
sema. Din l-istedina tal-Knisja llum m’hijiex barra minn postha, ghaliex
kull nhar ta’ Hadd il-Knisja thabbrilna 1-qawmien tal-Mulej mill-imwiet u
tistedinna biex niftakru fil-Maghmudija taghna; ghaliex trid ukoll li kull
nhar ta’ Hadd gabel il-Quddiesa ewlénija tal-gurnata jitbierek l-ilma b’tif-
kira tal-Maghmudija taghna u jigi niraxxax fugna b’sinjal ta” ndiema.

Kull nhar ta’ Hadd il-Knisja tfakkarna 1li ahna mitna ghad-dnub u
hajjitna giet mohbija flimkien ma’ Kristu f’Ala, jigifieri ahna mitna
ghad-dnub u sirna ahwa ma’ Kristu, bdejna nghixu l-istess hajja tieghu
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li nkabbru dejjem aktar fina bis-sagramenti- mgaddsa, sa ma jasal ghali-:
na l-jum li fih Kristu jerga’ jidher biex idahhalna mieghu fis-sebh tas-
saltna tieghu fis-sema.

X’inhuma l-hwejjeg ta’ l-art

Izda llum il-Knisja mhux biss tistedinna biex nahsbu fil-hwejjeg tas-
sema u mhux f’dawk ta’ l-art, imma tghidilna wkoll X’inhuma l-hwejjeg
ta’ l-art 1i ghandna nzommu ’l boghod minn hsibijietna. Tl-hwejjeg ta’
l-art 1i rridu nzommu ’l beghod minna, tghidilna 1-Knisja llum, bi kliem
San Pawl Missierna, huma z-zina, il-fahx, il-gibdiet u x-xewqat hzienn,
ir-rebgha u Il-gideb: f’kelma wahda, l-eghmil kollha li juri nuqgqas Kkbir
ta’ mhabba ghal ghajrna; hu eghmil kollu kemm hu 1i ma jixragx
li jissemma’ fost dawk 1i huma ta’ Kristu, fost dawk 1i cahdu
d-dnub u gerq tax-xitan u Il-frughat tad-dinja. “Intom inzajtu 1-
bniedem il-qadim,” tghidilna 1-Knisja, “inzajtu mill-bniedem tad-dnub,
biex tilbsu l-bniedem il-gdid, biex tilbsu ’l Kristu u tkunu tixbhuh f’kol-
lox, billi jkollkom I-istess sentimenti tieghu ta’ tjieba, hniena, mahfra,
moghdrija, sabar u fuq kollox imhabba ghal kulhadd, b’'mod 1i ma taghm-
lu ebda ghazla bejn bniedem u iehor, ghax il-bnedmin kollha huma ahwa
flimkien fi Kristu.”

L-idolatrija tar-reghba

Forsi wiehed ighid li 1-hwejjeg ta’ l-art 1i 1- Kms]a bi kliem San Pawl
tghidilna biex inzommu ’l boghod minn hsibijietna, huma hwejjeg li lan-
gas gatt noholmu li naghmlu, imma jekk ngharblu ftit lilna nfusna, ma-
lajr nintebhu 1i dak l-eghmil kollu li langas jixraq li nsemmuh naghmluh
meta norbtu galbna mal-gid ta’ l-art li jghaddi, u naghmlu dan il-gid il-
bidu u t-tmiem tal-hajja kollha taghna fid-dinja.:

Il-bniedem 1i jorbot qalbu mal-gid ta’ l-art u mohhu biss li ]kattru
dejjem aktar, jaga’ f’dik li San Pawl isejhilha l-idolatrija tar-reghba, gha-
liex- jaghmel il-flus u I-ghana u 1-gid l-alla tieghu; bniedem bhal dan ma
jarahiex xejn bi tgila biex jigdeb, biex igarrag, biex jaghmel kull xorta
ta’ eghmil fahxi u jasal biex ibigh lil uliedu stess ghall-gligh tal-flus; u
jekk dan il-bniedem ghandu galbu tant marbuta mal-flus u mal-gid tad-
dinja, in-nuggas taghhom joholqu fih hafna xewgat u' gibdiet hziena ta’
ghira u ta’ mibgheda li spiss iwassluh imbaghad ghall-vjolenza u ghat-
tkasbir ta’ 1-ohrajn. Ghalhekk il-Knisja llum mhux biss tghidilna biex nah-
shu fuq il-hwejjeg tas-sema;, imma tfakkarna wkoll li 1-gid kollu ta’ l-art hu
kollu frugha, u iblah ikun il-bniedem li jahli-l-energiji kollha tieghu biex
ikabbar dejjem aktar il-gid tad-dinja li ghandu.

Naghmlu kollox ghall-Mulej
Kliem Qohelet fl-ewwel qari tal-lum, ghandu jhassibna hafna jekk
kull hidima ‘taghna f’din id-dinja -ma naghmluhiex fil-Mulej u ghall-Mule;j.
* Bniedem jista’ jahdem bil-gherf u 1-ghagal kollu biex jaghmel hwej-
jeg ta’ gid, imma jekk din il-hidma- tieghu ma jaghmilhiex - ghall-gid ta’
hutu l-bnedmin u hekk jaghti .glorja lil Alla li tah id-dehen .u l-ghagal,
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il-hidma kollha tieghu tkun ghalih hidma fiergha, ghax minnha hu mhux
se jiehu xejn, u se jgawdiha xi hadd iehor li ma thabatx ghalina. Kemm
jithabtu xi nies biex ikattru gidhom, kemm jitbagbqu, kemm ighaddu
granet u ljieli shah jahsbu u jippjanaw il-hidmiet u wara tant zmien' ta’
tahbit u ta’ thassib, jigrilhom bhal dak ir-ragel gham tal-parabbola i
Gesli semmaghlna fl-Evangelju tal-lum!

Ir-ragel ghani tal-parabbola thabat u stinka biex jahzen hafna gid,
u ma kienx bizzejjed ghalih, ghax kien hsiebu jkompli jithabat ha jkattar
gidu dejjem aktar biex imbaghad ikun jista’ jgawdih, jiekol u jixrob u
jixxala. Imma fil-bluha tieghu nesa 1li Alla seta’ jsejjahlu hin bla waqt
biex jaghti kont ta’ hajtu fid-dinja. U meta deher quddiem Alla x’seta’
jiswielu 1-gid ta’ l-art li kellu fl-imhazen tieghu? Ma swielu xejn u langas
gawdih; thabat biex gawdew il-werriet tieghu. Izda jekk flok fittex jahzen
tezori fuq l-art, habrek biex jahzen tezori fis-sema, dawn Kienu jkunu jis-
wewlu ghall-hajja ta’ dejjem. Ghalhekk jghidilna Gesu fl-Evangelju: ‘“Tah-
znux tezori fuq l-art fejn il-hallelin jistghu jisirqu u fejn il-kamla tista’
tmermer kollox, imma ahznu tezori fis-sema fejn la hemm kemla u lan-
gas hallelin”.

' It-tezori tas-sema

U x’inhuma t-tezori li ghandna nahznu fis-sema? Huma tezori li
kulhadd jista’ jahzinhom, ghaliex huma t-tezori ta’ l-eghmejjel tajba li
ahna naghmlu: il-gima li ahna naghtu lil Alla fl-ispirtu u l-verita, ix-
xhieda li naghtu quddiem id-dinja ta’ hajja verament nisranija, it-thabrik
taghna biex is-saltna ta’ Alla -tinxtered u tikber fl-art kollha, it-talb li
naghmlu biex jitgaddes l-isem ta’ Alla u jkun dak li jrid kullimkien fid-
dinja; l-ghajnuna li naghtu lil min hu fil-bzonn billi nitimghu lil min hu
bil-guh, nisqu lil min hu bil-ghatx, inlibbsu lil min hu gharwien, inzuru
I-morda u l-imgarrbin, naghtu parir tajjeb lil min jehtiegu, ingawwu I-
galb dawk mifnijin mill-hemm u l-hazen tad-dinja — dawn kollha huma
tezori 1i nahznu fis-sema, ghaliex dan kollu hu eghmil 1i Alla jgisu magh-
mul lilu stess; u proprju ghalhekk idahhalna fl-hena tieghu. Infittxu mela
li nahznu dawn it-tezori kollha ta’ gid spiritwali. Din m’hijiex xi haga,
tgila ghalina, ghaliex ghandna 1-Mulej maghna li jwettagna bil-grazzji
tieghu ha naghmlu dak kollu li joghgbu, ha nkunu qaddisa u bla tebgha
quddiemu fl-imhabba. Meta mbaghad jidher Kristu, il-hajja taghna, meta
mbaghad jasal il-waqt 1i nhallu din id-dinja, il-Mulej stess jigi jilgaghna
u jdahhalna ghandu biex mieghu nidhru fis-sebh tal-hajja ta’ dejjem.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI
INlum li qeghdin nisimghu lehen il-Mulej jistedinna biex ma
norbtux qalbna mal-gid tad-dinja, naghtu widen ghall-kelma tieghu
u nitolbuh iwettaqna bil-grazzji tieghu ha nagharfu nuzaw il-gid
ta’ l-art b'mod li ma nitilfu qatt il-gid i jibga’ ghal dejjem,
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Wettaq, Mulej, il-Knisja tieghek hija u taghmlilna l-istedina
tieghek biex nahsbu fuq il-hwejjeg tas-sema u mhux f’dawk ta’ I-art
biex meta jidher Kristu nidhlu mieghu fis-sebh tieghu.

Dawwal il-fehma ta’ 1-ghonja u tas-setghanin tad-dinja biex il-
gid li ghandhom f’idejhom juzawh ha jtejbu l-qaghda tal-bniedem
fid-dinja biex hadd ma jbati I-guh u kulhiadd ighix skond id-dinjita
tieghu ta’ bniedem li hu.

Wassal lil dawk li mohhom biss li jahznu hafna gid fid-dinja,
biex jithmu li I-veru gid huwa dak li nahznu fis-sema permezz tal-
eghimejjel tal-finiena li naghmlu ma’ hutna fil-bzonn.

Aghtina li mmewtu fina kull ma hu ta’ l-art u nzommu ruhina
'l boghod mir-reghba, biex hajjitna tkun tassew mohbija ma’ Kristu
f’Alla.

Mulej Alla, li tista’ kollox, fil-Maghmudija int tajtna li nqumu
ma’ Kristu ghall-hajja gdida u nkunu xebh haj mieghu: aghtina li
nikbru dejjem aktar fil-gherf tal-hwejjeg tas-sema, fia nkunu xebh
aqwa ma’ Kristu, li jghix u jsaltan ghal dejjem ta’ dejjem.

Igl-dsatax-il Hadd tas-sena

IL-FIDI TAGHNA

Kif nahznu tezori fis-sema

IlI-kliem li 1-Mulej Gestt ghadu kemm qalilna llum ikompli ma’ dak
li smajna 1-Hadd li ghadda, meta 1-Mulej stedinna nahsbu mhux fil-hwej-
jeg ta’ l-art, imma f’dawk tas-sema. Illum gieghed ighidilna l-istess haga
fi kliem iehor, Kif rajna 1-Hadd li ghadda, ahna nkunu nahsbu fil-hwejjeg
tas-sema u mhux f’dawk ta’ l-art,» meta ma norbtux qalbna mal-gid tad-
dinja li jghaddi, imma nuzawh, kif irid Alla, ha naghmlu gid lil hutna fil-
bzonn. Meta nkunu naghmlu dan, ahna nkunu nahznu ghalina tezori fis-
sema- “fejn la halliel ma jersaq u langas kamla ma thassar”. U proprju
ghal dan gieghed jistedinna 1-Mulej illum u gieghed ighidilna wkoll biex
dawn it-tezori fis-sema nahsbu biex nahznuhom tul hajjitna kollha, u ma
naghmlux bhal dawk li jhallu ghall-ahhar ta’ hajjithom fid-dinja, ghax
ma nafux meta jkun dan.

Kunu déjjem lesti
U din hi t-tieni twissija 1i 1-Mulej gieghed jaghmlilna llum: “Kunu
dejjem lesti” galilna, “biex meta nigi nsejhilkom, insibkom tistennewni’.



Ahna ma nafux meta se jsejhilna 1-Mulej biex naghtu kont ta’ hajjitna
fid-dinja; nafu biss 1i zgur xi darba jigi jsejhilna, izda jekk dan se jigri
f’zoghzitna, jew meta nkunu fl-ahjar ta’ hajjitna, jew fi xjuhitna jew
fix-xejb taghna, hu biss jafu. L-aktar haga importanti ghalina hi li, meta
jigi, isibna lesti nistennewh bl-imsiebah mixghula f’idejna, nishru u nitol-
bu. B’din it-tixbiha wkoll Gesli jtennilna I-htiega li jkollna tezori mahzu-
- na fis-sema ghal meta jigi, ghaliex bl-imsiebah mixghula Gesu jrfd ifisser
l-eghmejjel tajba kollha taghna li bihom niksbu tezor ta’ merti fis-sema.
Ghal dan hu heggigna meta qgalilna li dawkli jemmnu fih ghandhom ikunu
d-dawl tad-dinja — id-dawl ma nahbuhx, imma ngeghduh fuq xi post
fil-gholi biex idawwal 1il kull min ikun hemm fid-dar, u meta ahna nkunu
geghdin naghmlu eghmejjel tajba ma’ hutna fil-bzonn, id-dawl taghna
jkun jiddi madwarna quddiem il-bnedmin li jaraw l-eghmejjel tajba taghna
u jfahhru ’l Missierna li hu fis-smewwiet. A

Meta Gesu gal dan il-kliem lill-Appostli tieghu, San Pietru, kif smaj-
na fl-Evangelju tal-lum, stagsih jekk kliemu kienx biss ghall-Appostli jew
kienx ghal kulhadd. It-twegiba ta’ Gesul kienet cara bizzejjed biex nifhmu
li hu jrid lil kulhadd jahzen tezori fis-sema, u jahseb biex jahzen dawnj
it-tezori tul hajtu kollha ghax Gesu jrid li l-bnedmin kollha jsalvaw. Izda
kemm huma ftit dawk li jaghtu widen ghal dan il-kliem tal-Mulej! Haf-
na nsara jibdew jahsbu biex jahznu tezori ta’ eghmejjel tajba fis-sema
tard f’hajjithom, u meta 1-Knisja tfakkarhom, Kkif gieghda taghmel illum,
u tghidilhom li 1-Mulej jista’ jsejhilhom f'mument li ma jkunux jobsru
fih, ghax il-mewt tista’ tigi fughom ghall-gharrieda u jistghu jsibu ruh-
hom quddiem Alla ha jaghtu kont ta’ eghmilhom, ma tantx jiehdu pjacir.
In-nies tal-lum ma jiehdux pjac¢ir min ikellimhom dwar il-mewt u 1-gu-
dizzju u l-infern, u xi whud biex iserrhu mohfhom jaslu biex ighidu li
ma hemmx gudizzju u langas infern; izda gatt ma jaslu biex ighidu li ma
hemmx mewt.

Il-fidi

Min jahseb hekk, jew jipprova jahseb hekk, hu nieges mill-fidi, minn
dik il-fidi i minghajrha ma nistghux noghgbu lil Alla, dik il-fidi 1i hi
mehtiega ghas-salvazzjoni taghna, dik il-fidi li, kif smajna fit-tieni qari
tal-lum, hija l-pedament tal-hwejjeg kollha li nittamaw. Ahna nittamaw li
ghad ikollna l-hajja ta’ dejjem u Alla jaghtihielna ghax f’din id-dinja nku-
nu ghexna skond ir-rieda tieghu; izda din il-fidi biex tkun hajja skond
kif iridha Alla, titlob hafna ¢ahdiet u sagrifi¢¢ji, li ahna naslu biex nagh-
mluhom biss ghaliex ghandna tama gawwija li wara t-tahbit u ¢-cahdiet
kollha li naghmlu biex nghixu hajja tajba, ahna zgur se niksbu l-hena ta’
dejjem. Hija din il-fidi tul iz-zminijiet kollha tal-grajja tal-Knisja, li gawwiet
qalb dik “il-merhla ¢kejkna” ta’ dawk li 1-Mulej isejjah biex ibighu gidhom
kollu u jghixu hajja ta’ faqar kbir biex ikunu kollhom kemm huma tal-Mulej
ha jagduh f’huthom fil-bzonn billi jaghmlu maghhom eghmejjel ta’ tjieba
u hniena jew billi maqtughin ghal kollox mid-dinja jitolbu u jaghmlu peni-
tenzi kbar ha jpattu ghall-htijiet tad-dinja.

Hija din il-fidi li wasslet tant nies, tul il-grajja kollha tal-Knisja,
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biex jissagrifikaw hajjithom ha jaghtu xhieda ghal Kristu sat-tixrid ta’
demmhom; u wasslet lil tant nies ohra biex ighixu hajja ta’ penitenza u
ta’ cahda ’l boghod mid-dinja biex jaghtu xhieda lid-dinja ta’ hajja wisq
aktar gholja u perfetta; u wasslet lil tant nies ohra biex imorru f’pajjizi
mibeghda u hemm, fost tigrib u perikoli, ihabbru lill-gnus kollha li ma
hemmx isem iehor moghti lill-bnedmin li bih jistghu jkunu salvi jekk
mhux l-isem ta’ Kristu.

Il-fidi ta’ Abraham

Hija din il-fidi li kellu Abraham, 1i wasslitu jafda dejjem f’Alla, meta
gallu biex ihalli art twelidu u ’l gensu u ’l grabatu u jmur jghix diesu
barrani f’art barranija; kienet din il-fidi li gaghlet lil Abraham jernmen il-
Kelma ta’ Alla meta weghdu li jaghtih tifel fi xjuhitu u ma’ dan it-tifel
rabat il-weghda 1li jaghmlu missier kotra kbira ta’ gnus; u kienet din il-
fidi wkoll li wasslet 1il Abraham biex ihejji ruhu ha joffri b’sagrificcju lil
Alla lill-ibnu stess, I-iben li mieghu kienet marbuta l-weghda ta’ Alla, ghax
kien jemmen Ii Alla kellu s-setgha mgar li. jgajjem mill-mewt. Kienet din
il-fidi li ghamlet 1il Abraham bniedem gust quddiem il-Mulej, u biha sar
ezempju ghal dawk kollha li gew warajh, u hekk sar missierna Ikoll min-
habba 1-fidi tieghu. Kienet din il-fidi wkoll 1 gqawwiet il-poplu ta’ Alla
fil-hrug tieghu mill-jasar ta’ I-Egittu u tul l-erbghin sena mixi fid-dezert
sa ma waslu fl-art imweghda lil Abraham u lil nislu ghal dejjem.

AHna u -Lhud

Il-helsien ta’ wlied Israel mill-jasar ta’ I-Egittu u l-mixi taghhom fid-
dezert hu xbieha tal-hajja ta’ kull wiehed u wahda minna f’din id-dinja.
Bhalhom ahna hlisna minn jasar kiefer: huma helsu mill-jasar ta’ 1-Egittu
wdra li qasmu 1-Bahar tal-Qasab, ahna hlisna mill-jasar tal-mewt u d-
‘dnub meta ghaddejna mill-ilmijiet tal-Maghmudija; qabel telqu mill-Egit-
tu offrew sagrificcji bil-mohbi waqt 1i qaghdu ghal kull ma galilhom Alla
permezz ta’ Mose’ u hekk kisbu I-helsien; ahna wkoll noffru sagrificcji
ta’ radd il-hajr u sagrificcji ta’ galb niedma u soghbiena ahna u naghtu
widen ghall-Kelma ta’ Alla li twasslilna 1-Knisja; huma tul il-mixi taghhom
fid-dezert kellhom l-ikel mis-sema, u ahna wkoll tul il-mixi taghna din
id-dinja ghandna hobz haj li nizel mis-sema u li jwettagna fil-mixi tagh-
na lejn is-sema pajjizna. U kif il-Lhud tul il-mixi taghhom fid-dezert
kemm-il darba webbsu galbhom u gergru kontra Alla u kemm-il darba
mbaghad daru lejh jitolbu mahfra, hekk ahna wkoll kemm-il darba bi
dnubietna nehduha kontra Alla, u mbaghad niedma u soghbiena nduru
lejh nitolbuh mahfra. Bhal-Lhud ahna nwebbsu qalbna ma’ Alla ghax
ghandna fidi dghajfa, izda din il-fidi dghajfa hi bizzejjed ghalina biex nin-
tebhu kemm nongsu meta nwebbsu qalbna ma’ Alla, u twassalna biex
nergghu nduru lejh nitolbuh mahfra. M’hijiex xi haga sabiha li ahra
nwebbsu qgalbna ma’ Alla u nwarrbuh fil-genb bi dnubietna, u tant hu,
minnu dan li nistmerru 1-Lhud ghaliex, minkejja l-eghgubijiet kbar li Alla
ghamel maghhom, huma webbsu galbhom mieghu u garrbuh; nistmerru-
hom ghaliex ninsew li ahna kemm-il darba naghmlu bhalhom u aghar

503



minnhom. Huma kienu jizbaljaw meta kienet tongsilhom il-fidi, kif nag-
sitilhom meta flok ’l Alla huma giemu ghogol tad-deheb; ahna wkoll
kemm-il darba nongsu mill-fidi u flok ingimu lil Alla ngimu 1-gid tad-
dinja, il-flus, l-unuri, u lill-allat foloz kollha ta’ zminijietna, u dan nagh-
mluh ghaliex il-fidi taghna hi dghajfa hafna, m’hijiex il-fidi ta’ Abraham,
m’hijiex il-fidi tal-qaddisin.

Izda din il-haga ma ghandhiex taqtalna galbna. Il-fidi hija don ta’
Alla, don li Alla tana fil-Maghmudija, don li rridu nkabbru u nsahhu dej-
jem fina. Il-Mulej ighinna f’dan bil-grazzji li hu jaghtina tul hajjitna koll-
ha. Nitolbuh ghalhekk din il-grazzja flimkien ma’ dak il-missier ta’ 1-
Evangelju 1i talab lil Gesu jfejjaqlu ’l ibnu, u ghax il-fidi tieghu Kkienet
dghajfa talab ukoll lil Gesli u gallu: ‘“Jiena nemmen! Ghinni fil-fidi nieqsa
‘ tieghi!”

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Illum 1i smajna lehen il-Mulej jistedinna nahznu tezori fis-se-
ma, nitolbuh T-ghajnuna tal-grazzja tieghu, biex, qawwijin fil-fidi,
naghmlu dak li jrid minna. Nghidulu: Mulej, ghinna fil-fidi niegsa
taghna! '

Ieqaf, Mulej, mal-Knisja tieghek hija u tistedinna biex fost it-
taqlib u t-tahwid kollu tad-dinja tal-lum, ma nongsu gatt mill-fidi
taghna fik biex tehlisna minn kull tigrib u twassalna ghall-hena
ta’ dejjem.

Wettaq lil dawk kollha li galbhom maqtugha minhabba t-tig-
rib u l-hazen kollu li hawn fid-dinja, biex ma jonqsux mill-fidi
taghhom fik u jemmnu li int tista’ tbiddel l-hemm u d-dwejjaq tagh-
hom f’hena bla gjies.

Kun dejjem mal-poplu tieghek f’pajjizna biex dejjem jibga’
shih fil-fidi li wiret minghand missirijietu u jkun dejjem lest jaghti
kont taghha quddiem id-dinja bl-imgiba kollha tieghu.

Aghder in-nuqqas ta’ fidi taghna i spiss twassalna biex inweb-
bsu rasna mieghek u ngarrbuk, u kun maghna biex tghinna fin-
nuqqas ta’ fidi taghna.

Mulej Alla 1i tista’ kollox, ara minn kemm tigrib ninsabu mdaw-
rin; henn ghalina jekk spiss ahna nongsu mill-fidi taghna fik min-
habba dan it-tigrib kollu taghna; thalliniex wahedna izda ieqaf
maghna bil-grazzji tieghek ha tghinna fin-nuqqas ta’ fidi taghna.
Bi Kristu Sidna,
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SANTA MARNA

Id-dehra li kellu San Gwann

Fl-ewwel qari tal-Quddiesa tal-lum il-Knisja tghidilna bid-dehra 1
kellu San Gwann wagqt li kien eziljat fil-gzira ta® Patmos: ra t-tempju ta’
Alla, i hemm fis-sema, jinfetah u tidher 1-Arka tal-patt f’nofs it-tempju;
u deher ukoll sinjal iehor kbir: mara liebsa x-xemx, bil-gamar taht rig-
lejha u b’kuruna ta’ tnax-il kewkba fuq rasha, waqt L lehen qawwi mis-
sema nstema’ jghid: “Issa giet is-salvazzjoni u l-qawwa u s-saltna ta’ Alla
taghna u s-setgha tal-Messija tieghu”.

Xi trid thabbrilna b’dan il-Knisja llum, ahna u niécelebraw it-tlugh
fis-sema tal-Vergni Marija bir-ruh u 1-gisem? x’inhi 1-Arka tal-patt li deh-
ret f'nofs it-tempju tas-sema? Min hi l-mara mzejna b’kuruna ta’ tnax-il
kewkba u liebsa x-xemx u bil-qamar taht riglejha? Ghaliex din id-dehra
thabbar il-migja tas-salvazzjoni ta’ Alla taghna u s-setgha tal-Messija
tieghu?

Thabbira tal-Knisja u tal-Vergni Marija

Missirijiet il-Knisja f’din id-dehra ta’ l-Appostlu San Gwann raw
imhabbar is-sebh tal-Knisja ta’ Kristu fuq is-setghat kollha tal-hazen, il-
Knisja, is-saltna ta’ Alla fid-dinja, li fiha biss kull bniedem jista’ jikseb
is-salvazzjoni. F’din id-dehra ta’ l-Appostlu San Gwann raw ukoll imhab-
bra l-glorja tal-Vergni Marija: u bir-ragun kollu ghaliex fil-Vergni Marija,
il-Knisja tara dik li tixtieq u tittama 1li tkun meta tasal fil-milja taghha
fil-glorja tas-smewwiet.

L-Arka tal-Patt :

Fil-litanija lill-Vergni Marija ahna nsellmulha l-arka tal-patt — foede-
ris arca: hu ghalhekk li 1-Knisja riedet l-ewwel gari ghall-Quddiesa tal-
Vgili tal-festa tal-lum, thabbrilna l-grajja tad-dhul ta’ l-arka tal-patt fil-
belt ta’ Gerusalemm fi Zmien is-sultan ta’ David. L-arka kien ghamilha
Mose’ fug ordni ta’ Alla minn injam tal-gazzi, injam li ma jithassar qatt,
u kienet ghall-poplu Lhudi sinjal tal-prezenza ta’ Alla f’nofs il-poplu tie-
ghu. II-Knisja ta’ Kristu nistghu nqgisuha bhala l-arka tal-patt il-gdid
ghaliex hi l-ghamara ta’ Alla fost ulied il-bnedmin, hija d-dar ta’ Alla
Tdin id-dinja u l-bieb tas-sema ghall-bnedmin kollha ghaliex il-Knisja hija
t-trig i minnha rridu nghaddu ha jkollna s-salvazzjoni. U 1-Vergni Marija
wkoll nistghu nxebbhuha ma’ 1-Arka tal-patt, ghaliex hi tat lid-dinja Bin
il-Missier etern, saret omm u baqghet bi xbubitha bla mittiefsa: permezz
taghha 1-Iben ta’ Alla sar bniedem bhalna u gie jghammar fostna.

Il-mara liebsa x-xemx

Lilha Alla ghazel sa mill-holgien tad-dinja biex tkun dik 1i tagkiti
lid-dinja s-Salvatur li kellu jishaq taht riglejh ras is-serp ta’ l-infern u
jgib fix-xejn il-hakma tieghu fuq il-bnedmin, imjassrin bid-dnub u I-mewt.
II-Vergni Marija, permezz ta’ Binha, kellha tikseb rebha shiha fuq 1-ghadu
ta’ ruhna, fuq ix-xitan, u ghalhekk ma kienx jixraq li, imgar ghall-mument
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wiehed biss, Marija tkun taht is-setgha tax-xitan. Kien ghalhekk li Marija
sa mill-ewwel mument tat-tnissil taghha kienet hielsa minn kull tebgha
ta’ dnub f’gieh il-merti 1i kellu jikseb Binha Gesl. Il-Vergni Marija, gha-
liex sa mill-ewwel mument tat-tnissil taghha f’din id-dinja kienet mimlija
bil-grazzja, kienet hielsa mill-icken tingis tad-dnub, u ghalhekk gisimha
ma kienx jisthoqqlu jara t-tahsir tal-qabar, 1i hu l-wirt ta’ kull bniedem
li jigi fid-dinja, tahsir li minnu ghad nehilsu bil-gqawwa ta’ Dak li gajjem
’il Kristu mill-imwiet u li ghad igajjem ukoll I-gisem dghajjef taghna u
jlibbsu bin-nuggas ta’ tahsir u bl-immortalita.,

Bil-mewt tieghu fuq is-salib u l-qawmien tieghu mill-imwiet Kristu
gered fina s-setgha tal-mewt u nehhielha n-niggieza taghha: irridu mmu-
tu, iva, izda l-mewt mhux se tahkem fugna ghal dejjem, ghaliex kif gam
Kristu mill-imwiet, ahna wkoll ghad inqumu mill-imwiet, izda, mhux
minnufih, imma meta jasal il-waqt, fl-ahhar taz-zmien. Bhalma Kristu
gam mill-imwiet, ahna wkoll ghad inqumu mieghu mill-imwiet. Kristu hu
l-ewwel wiehed li gam mill-imwiet fost dawk kollha 1li raqdu r-ragda tal-
mewt, u ahna wkoll ghad inqumu mir-raqda tal-mewt b’gisem glorjuz
bhal tieghu, gisem nieqes mit-tahsir, gisem glorifikat u immortali. Din,
il-grazzja ghad niksbuha lkoll kemm ahna fl-ahhar taz-zmien, izda fost
il-hlejjaq kollha kien hemm wahda li din il-grazzja nghatatilha minnufih,
malli ghalget ghajnejha ghad-dawl ta’ din id-dinja. Din kienet il-Vergni
Marija, u kien jixirgilha dan il-privilegg bhala l-imnissla minghajr tebgha
ta’ dnub ghaliex Omm Alla.

Il-misteru li ged niccelebraw illum

Huwa dan il-misteru li ged infakkru llum ahna u nistqarru li 1-Ma-
donna malli mietet giet imtellgha s-sema bir-ruh u l-gisem, li gisimha
ma rax it-tkasbir tal-qabar, imma minnufih sar gisem glorjuz bhal dak
ta’ Kristu rxoxt: Marija giet imtellgha s-sema 'l fuq minn kull setgha u
gawwa u nkurunata Sultana tas-sema u ta’ l-art. Ghalhekk illum il-Knis-
ja tara mhabbra 1-Vergni Marija fil-mara ta’ 1-Apokalissi, il-mara liebsa
x-xemx, bil-qamar taht riglejha u b’kuruna ta’ tnax-il kewkba fuq rasha.
Il-mara ta’ 1-Apokalissi, 1i hi wkoll xbieha tal-Knisja ta’ Kristu li tilhaq
is-sebh kollu taghha fit-tmiem ta’ kollox, meta dawk kollha li huma ta’
Kristu, ix-xirka ta-mifdijin kollha, jsaltnu ma’ Kristu fil-glorja ta’ dejjem,
u jiksbu l-glorja 1i kellha Marija malli halliet din id-dinja tad-dmugh, u
hekk sehh fil-milja kollha taghha s-salvazzjoni u l-qawwa u s-saltna ta’
Alla.

Infahhru °l Alla ghall-glorja tal-Vergni Marija

Hija u tahseb f’dawn il-veritajiet kbar tal-fidi taghna, li ghandhom
igawwulna qgalbna quddiem it-tigrib u l-hemm kollha tal-hajja ta’ turufna-
ment 1li geghdin nghixu f’dan il-wied ta’ dmugh, il-Knisja llum tissieheb
mal-qtajjiet tas-sema, tissieheb mal-Vergni Marija u mal-gaddisin kollha,
biex tfahhar lil Alla bl-innu ta’ tifhir u radd il-hajr li Marija lissnet mat-
tislima li ghamlitilha Elizabbetta.

Mal-Vergni Marija nfahhru llum lil Alla ghall-kobor i wera fil-Vergni
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Marija, ix-xebba umli u fqajra ta’ Nazaret li ghazel biex tkun Omm Ibnu
maghmul bniedem ghalina, helisha minn kull tebgha ta’ dnub sa mill-
ewwel mument tat-tnissil taghha u taha l-milja tal-grazzji, zejjinha bil-
gmiel u s-sebh tieghu, tant li matul iz-Zminijiet kollha ma kienx hemm
mument wiehed li fih il-poplu nisrani ma tax gieh, tifhir u gima lil Omm
Alla u hares lejha bhala avukata tieghu quddiem it-tron ta’ Alla u gieghed
fina t-tama kollha u sellmilha bhala omm il-hniena, hajja, hlewwa u tama
tieghu. Ma kienx hemm zmien wiehed li fih il-poplu nisrani ma fittixx il-
harsien tal-Vergni Marija: fiha dejjem fittex kenn ghaliex zgur li hi ma
kenitx se twarrab it-talb tieghu fil-htigijiet kollha ta’ din il-hajja.

Missirijietna wkoll, bhall-poplu ta’ Alla kullimkien, dejjem ittamaw
fl-ghajnuna ta’ Marija fit-tigrib kollu taghhom, u hi dejjem helsithom: fil-
grajja ta’ pajjizna l-mumenti ta’ helsien mit-tigrib kbir insibuhom dejjem
marbutin mal-festi kbar tal-Madonna, mal-festa tat-twelid taghha, mal-
festa tal-lum u ghalhekk minn galbna llum, minn din l-art helwa l-omm li
tatna isimha, minn galb il-Maltin kollha, jitla’ innu ta’ tifhir u radd il-
hajr lil Alla ghaliex ghogbu jaghtina f’Marija Omm l-aktar hanina li fil-
mixi taghna f’din id-dinja, bhala kewkba, turina t-triq li twassalna ghand
Binha Gesu fil-glorja ta’ dejjem.

L-ghoxrin Hadd tas-sena

IL-PACI TA" KRISTU

“Gejt biex naghti mhux il-paci, imma l-firda” ghandu kemm qalilna
1-Mulej Gesu fil-qari ta’ 1-Evangelju tal-lum, “gejt biex jinfirdu missier
kontra ibnu, u iben kontra missieru, omm kontra bintha, u bint kontra
" omma, omm ir-ragel kontra mart bintha u mart l-iben kontra omm
zewgha”.

Dan il-kliem ta’ Gestt narawh iebes hafna u giesu jmur kontra dak
li habbru l-angli lir-rghajja ta’ Betlehem fil-lejl li fih twieled Gesu bnie-
dem bhalna. Jekk il-migja ta’ Gesu fid-dinja kellha tkun, kif habbru 1-
. profeti kollha, il-migja tas-sliem u l-paci fid-dinja, ghaliex Gesu llum gie-
ghed ighidilna 1i hu ma giex fid-dinja biex igib l-paCi imma gie biex
igib firda fost il-bnedmin, firda fi hdan l-istess familji? Irridu ghalhekk
naraw sewwa x'ried ighidilna Gesu b’dan il-kliem. Il-Knisja tghinna na-
raw dan illum permezz tal-qari mill-Ktieb ta’ Geremija, l-ewwel qari tal-
Quddiesa tal-lum. :

Geremija u l-firda fest il-poplu

Geremija gie msejjah minn Alla mhux biex ihabbar sliem u paci, im-
ma biex ikun bniedem ta’ tilwim fil-pajjiz kollu. Gerusalemm Kkienet ghad-
dejja minn tigrib kbir, ghaliex is-suldati ta’ 1-Assirja kienu geghdin jas-
sedjawha u ma kienx fadal aktar ikel fil-belt, u Geremija kien, gieghed
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iheggeg lis-sultan biex icedi u jogghod ghar-rieda tas-sultan ta’ I-Assirja,
waqt li dawk ta’ madwaru rieduh ikompli jiggieled kontra 1-Assirja u
xlew lil Geremija bhala wiehed li kien gieghed ifittex il- -qerda tal-poplu,
jagtaghlhom qalbhom, u ghalhekk tefghuh il-habs u riedu jaghtuh il-
mewt. Il-firda fost il-poplu ma kienx gieghed igibha Geremija, izda dawk
li kienu kontra tieghu, u li ma ridux jaghtu widen ghall-kelma ta’ Alla
li kienet gieghda taslilhom permezz ta’ Geremija. Kliem Geremija ma
kienx ihabbar sliem u pa¢i ghall-pajjiz, imma dan in-nuqgas ta’ pac¢i ma
kienx gej minn Geremija, kienu se jgibuh dawk li ma riedux jisimghu
minn kliemu, dawk li ma ridux jisimghu l-kelma ta’ Alla u kienu qed
ixewxu l-poplu kontra l-profeta. '

Gesu u l-firda

L-istess haga nistghu nghidu ghal Gesi: Gesi gie fid-dinja biex igib
is-sliem u l-pa¢i lill-bnedmin ta’ rieda tajba — hekk habbru l-angli fil-
lejl tal-Milied — imma ghan-nies li ma kellhomx rieda tajba Gesti ma
kienx se jgibilhom pac¢i imma firda, ghaliex, minhabba r-rieda hazina
taghhom, huma stess kienu se jinfirdu mill-bnedmin ta’ rieda tajba w
bhala sehemhom kien se jkollhom it-telfien ta’ dejjem, kienu se jitilfu s-
sliem li ghandu Alla mhejji fis-sema ghal dawk kollha li fuq l-art ghamlu
dejjem ir-rieda tieghu.

Fl-ahhar mill-ahhar huwa Geslu stess li llum ifissrilna x’ried ighid
meta habbrilna li hu ma giex biex igib il-paci fid-dinja imma l-firda. Qa-
bel qal dan il-kliem Gesti habbar u qal: ‘“Nar gejt ingieghed fuq l-art u
kemm nixtiequ li ga gabad”. In-nar li Gesu gie jgabbad fid-dinja huwa
n-nar ta’ l-imhabba: gie fid-dinja biex ihabbeb il-bnedmin ma’ xulxin u
jhabbibhom ma’ Alla li minnu nfirdu minhabba d-dnub. Ix-xewqa ta’
Kristu hi li I-bnedmin kollha jkunu xirka wahda ta’ mhabba ha jghixu
flimkien fis-sliem hajjithom kollha f’din id-dinja sa ma jasal il-waqgt li
jidhlu fis-sliem ta’ dejjem. Izda mhux kulhadd jilga’ din ir-rieda ta’ Alla,
bhalma mhux kulhadd kien jilga’ kliem Geremija; u Kkif dawna gabu firda
fil-poplu hekk dawk li ma jilgghux l-istedina ta’ Kristu biex ighixu fl-
imhabba jinfirdu mill-poplu ta’ Alla, jitilfu s-sliem u I-paci.

Il-missjoni ta’ Gesit

Gesll gab bxara ta’ paci, ta’ verita u ta’ mhabba lid-dinja, u d-dinja
hallsitu bit-tigrib tas-salib, imma proprju bit-tigrib tas-salib li Gesn gab
il-pa¢i fid-dinja, ghax bil-mewt tieghu fuq is-salib hu garraf il-hitan kie-
nu jzommu l-bnedmin mifrudin minn xulxin u habbibhom bejniethom u
ma’ Alla. Din kienet il-missjoni ta’ Kristu, il- maghmudl]a li biha kellu
jitghammed ha jkebbes nar ta’ mhabba fid-dinja li ma jintefa’ qatt —
mhux ta’ xejn Gesil kellu xewqa kbira li tfittex issehh din il-maghmudija
tieghu, halli n-nar ta’ mhabba li hu gab fid-dinja jagbad u jkun huggiega
wahda mad-dinja kollha.

Dmirna li ngabbdu n-nar ta’ mhabba | ;
Dan in-nar li Gesil gie jgieghed fid-dinja, irridu nkomplu ngabbduh

" 508



ahna, biex il-huggiega ta’ mhabba titkebbes aktar fid-dinja u ssir huggie-
ga wahda ta’ mhabba ghal Alla u ghall-bnedmin hutna. Gesu jixtiegha
din il-huggiega, imma jisghobih li mhux ged tagbad bizzejjed elfejn sena
wara li hu gie fid-dinja: “kemm nixtieq li ga qabad!”, ghadu kemm qalilna
fl-Evangelju tal-lum.

In-nar ta’ mhabba 1i Gesu jrid jara mqabbad irridu ngabbduh ahna
bl-imgiba taghna bhala nsara. Imma X’nistghu naghmlu ahna biex ingab-
bdu dan in-nar ta’ mhabba? Ahna m’ahna xejn, u ghalhekk se nirnexxu
ahna, meta ma rnexxewx l-insara kollha li gew qabilna tul iz-zminijiet
kollha l-imghoddija? Ma nistghux nghidu 1li tul iz-Zminijiet kollha l-im-
ghoddija ma kienx hemm insara li ma habirkux biex in-nar ta’ mhabbaj
li gab Kristu fid-dinja jagbad tassew, u dawna xi haga ghamlu ghaliex,
minkejja l-hazen kollu li hawn fid-dinja, minkejja l-gwerer, il-glied, il-
mibeghda, 1-ghira, il-vjolenza li ghadhom tant imxerrdin fid-dinja, il-bned-
min dejjem aktar ged jifhmu li huma lkoll ahwa, li huma familja wahda, li
jehtieg li jghixu fil-pac¢i u s-sliem bejniethom, u ghalhekk ged ihabirku
hafna ghall-paci fid-dinja, ghalkemm xi whud waslu biex il-pac¢i jgisuha
bhala holma 1li ma hi se ssehh qatt.

" Il-paéi mhijiex holma

Imma ahna nafu li l-pa¢i m’hijiex holma, imma nafu wkoll 1li rridu
nithabtu ghaliha. Ghandna madwarna shaba kbira ta’ xhieda, tghidilna I-
Knisja fit-tieni gari tal-lum, li ghandhom igawwulna qalbna biex inwarrbu
kull xkiel ghall-pac¢i fid-dinja. L-akbar xkiel huwa d-dnub, ghax id-dnub
huwa 1-bidu tal-firda fid-dinja, huwa d-dnub li jassar il-bniedem u jeqred
fih l-imhabba; u ahna ghandna 1-kotra 1-kbira tal-Qaddisin li bl-ezempju
tal-hajja taghhom juruna Kif nirbhu d-dnub biex b’galbna gawwija, nigru
fit-triq li ghandna quddiemna, b’ghajnejna f’Gesu li qaghad ghas-salib bla
ma gies xejn l-ghajb tieghu u gab rebha shiha fuq id-dnub u nehha ghal-
hekk l-ixkiel li kien ged izomm il-bnedmin mifrudin minn xulxin.

Tul iz-zZminijiet kienu 1-Qaddisin li salvaw id-dinja, u llum id-dinja
ghandha htiega kbira ta’ gaddisin. Il-gaddisin m’humiex biss dawk li ahna
ngimu fuq l-altari u l-knejjes taghna; il-qaddisin huma dawk Kkollha li ged
ihabirku biex ikunu perfetti kif hu perfett Missierna tas-sema, billi jaghm-
lu dejjem ir-rieda tieghu u jzommu ruhhom ’il boghod mit-tingis tad-
dinja, gaddisin u bla tebgha quddiem Alla fl-imhabba. Aktar ma jkun
kbir l-ghadd ta’ dawn il-qaddisin ta’ dawn il-bnedmin ta’ rieda tajba li
fihom Alla jsib 1-ghaxqa tieghu, aktar malajr issehh fid-dinja 1-paci li gab
Kristu, 1i hija biss im¢ahhda lil dawk li ma jridux jafu b’Alla, 1i jichdu lil
Alla, li geghdin ighixu gisu ma hemmx Alla, 1li ’1 Alla u l-kmandamenti
tieghu jwarrbuhom mil-lagghat taghhom fejn jittiehdu decizjonijiet 1i jol-
gtu l-hajja ta’ kulhadd fid-dinja. ‘

Meta Gest jghidilna li hu mhux il-pa¢i gie biex jaghti, imma
1-firda, dan ried ighidilna: gie jifred mill-poplu teighu 'l dawk li ma jridux
il-paci tieghu, dawk li ma jridux-l-imhabba tieghu, dawk li ghamlu lilhom
infushom 1l-alla taghhom u lil Alla warrbuh fil-genb. Jalla ma nkunu qatt
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fost dawn in-nies, biex il-paci ta’ Kristu li tisboq kull ma I-mohh jista’
jahseb, ingawduha tul hajjitna fuq l-art, inwassluha [l hutna l-bnedmin
kollha, u niksbuha fil-milja taghha fis-sema.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Migburin flimkien f'dar Missierna tas-sema biex naqdu dmirna
u naghtu gima 1il Alla fl-ispirtu u l-verita nitolbuh iseddaq hajjitna
fis-sliem u jwettaqna bil-grazzji tieghu ha nwasslu s-sliem ta’ Kristu
fid-dinja kollha madwarna. '

’ I-e*qa‘tf, Mulej, mal-Knisja tieghek hija u thabbrek biex in-nar
ta’ mhabba li Kristu gie jqieghed fid-dinja jibda jagbad fi qlub il-
bnedmin kollha ha jiksbu s-sliem tieghu.

Aghmel li s-setghanin kollha tad-dinja jaghtu widen ghal(l;kliem
Kristu, kif twassalulhom il-Knisja halli jirbhu kull ma jifridhom u
jghixu flimkien bhal ahwa.

Kun ma’ dawk kollha li fid-dinja llum geghdin ihaddnu hsibi-
jiet ta’ sliem u mhux ta’ hsara u geghdin ihabirku ghall-gid tal-
bnedmin kollha; bl-ghajnuna tal-grazzja tieghek zommhom shah f’
din il-fehma taghhom.

Ikunu l-qaddisin tieghek ezempju ghalina biex inwarrbu minna
kull xkiel ta’ dnub u b’qalbna gawwija, nigru fit-triq 1i ghandna qud-
diemna, ha nwasslu lis-sliem ta’ Kristu fid-dinja madwarna.

Mulej Alla taghna, ara minn kemm tigrib tinsab imdawra d-
dinja Ifum u kemm hi kbira x-xewqa tal-bnedmin ghall-paci: isma’
t-talb tal-Knisja tieghek u kebbes in-nar ta’ mhabba vera fi qlub il-
bnedmin kollha biex, bil-verita u s-sincerita’ kollha, ihabirku ghall-
vera paci tad-dinja. Bi Kristu Sidna. :

7
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fl-wietied u g.h”o‘xrinl ﬁadd tas-sena
© 1S-SALVAZZIONI GHAL KULHADD

Alla, 7rzd h Iculhadd zsalva

' “MuleJ, lagaw ftit huma dawk 11 jsalvaw?” Din il-mistogsija li
wiehed ghamel 1il- Gesw’ wadqt 1i kien ghaddej mill-ibliet u l-irhula
tal-Palestina fi trigtu lejn Gerusalemm, spiss naghmluha ahna wkoll,
xi kultant biex inserrhu rasna wkoll, ghaliex jekk ftit huma dawk
li jsalvaw, kwazi kwazi mibdew naqtghu galbna mis-salvazzjoni ta’
ruhna, ghalnexdnn(’)ssu li m’ahniex nghixu bizzejjed hajja li toghgob
lil Alla. Izda dan kollu hu thassib bla bzonn, u dan tghidulna 1-Knis-
ja stess illum.

Ghall-mistogsija. jekk ftit humiex -dawk li Jsalvaw Gesu’ ma
wegibx, u dan ghamlu biex ighidilna. li, flok nogoghdu nhabblu rasna
humiex ftit jew hafna dawk Ii jsalvaw, ghandna nfittxu 1i nhabirku
ghas-salvazzjoni taghna, 1i titlob minna hajja ta’ sagrifi¢éju u ta’ -
c¢ahda biex inzommu ru"hna' ’l boghod mid-dnub u naghmlu dak 1i
jrid Alla minna.

Alla, ]rld 1i 1- bnedmin kollha jsalvaw u jaslu ghall-glorja. ta’ dej-
jem, izda Allg, jrid ukoll 1i kull bniedem jahdem ghas-salvazzjoni
tieghu u ta’ l-ohrajn ukoll. Dan h jrid ighidilna 1-Mulej 111um per-
mezz tal-Knisja tieghu.

Ix-xhiedq tal-Patt il-Qadim -

Alla jrid 1i I-bnedmin kollha Jsalvaw Dan habbru Alla stess fi
zmien il-Patt il- -Qadim permezz tal-profeti tleghu kif smajna l-pro-
feta Isa.ua Jha,bbrﬂna fl-ewwel qari tal-lum. Fi kliem il-profeta
ghandna, mhabbra I-missjoni tal-Knisja biex twassal il-bxara t-tajba
sa truf l-art kollha. Alla, habbar il-profeta, se jgholli sinjal ghall-
gnus kollha ta’ l1-art w ghall- poph ta’ kull ilsien u se jibghat fost il-
¢gnus tad-dinja, Iejn xtut imbeghda, xi whud mill-fdal ta’ Israel biex
ixandru s-sebh ta’ Alla. ma’ Kullimkien, Is-sinjal li fuqu jitkellem
il-profeta, hi 1-Knisja ta’ Kristu fid-dinja, il-Knisja 1i Alla, jridha
tkun sinjal ta’ salvazzjoni ghall-gnus kollha ta’ l-art; il-Knisja hi
mwaqqfa fuq is-sisien ta’ 1-Appostli, fuq is-sisien ta’ dawk li minn
fost ulied Israel Gesu’ ghazel biex iwasslu 1-Bxara t-tajba tas-sal-
vazzjoni fid-dinja kollha, f’artijiet imbeghda 1li gatt ma semghu
bih. :

Iz-zhieda ta’ Gesw A

Kliem, il-profeta hu mwettaqg minn kliem Gesu’ stess fl-Evan-
gelju tal-lum, “Jigu nies mil-Ivant u mill-punent, mit-tramuntana
u minn nofs-in-nhar u jitqieghdu ghall-mejda fis-saltna ta’ Alla.”
I1-mejda tas-saltna ta’ Alla hi l-hena ta’ dejjem: ghaliha huma
msejhin bnedmin mill-erba’ trufijiet tad-dinja, u jiksbuha jekk fid-
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dinja ghamlu dejjem dak 1i Alla ried minnhom, u Zammew ruhhom
boghod minn kull tingis tal-hazen, ukoll jekk, bla ebda, tort taghhom,
ma sarux jafu, ghax hadd ma galilnom, bis-sinjal ghaé-sa,lvazzjoni
li Alla, waqqaf ghalihom, il-Knisja, tieghu.

Ahna ghandna x-xorti li mafu bil-Knisja. ta’ Kristu 1 ahna
membri taghha, u ghalhekk ahma ghandna l-mezzi kollha, — is-
sagramenti mgaddsa — biex miksbu s-salvazzjoni ta’ ruhna.

Ghalhekk irridu nogoghdu attenti li ma. jigrilniex bhal ma, gara
1 dawk 1i fughom jitkellem Gesu’ fl-Evangelju tal-lum, bil-parab-
bola. ta’ sid id-dar 1li wara 1i jkun ghalaq il-bieb ta’ daru lil hbiebu
1i waslu tard ma riedx jifthilhom wu galilhom, li ma. kienx Jafhom
ghax ghamlu dak li mhux sewwa quddiemu.

L-insara hiiena

Dawn in-nies tal-parabbola huma xbieha ta’ dawk l-insara li
ghalkemm saru hbieb ta’ Alla fil-Maghmudija u kielu u xorbu mill-
mejda li hu jhejji ghall-poplu tieghu f’din id-dinja, il-mejda tal-
Kelma tieghu u 1-mejda tal-Gisem u d-Demm ghaziz tieghu, huma
ma ghamlux dak 1i hu sewwa quddiemu: fittxu d-dnub tal-hazen
1i kienu c¢ahdu fil-Maghmudija taghhom, u mehdijin bid-dinja reg-
ghu lura ghall-hajja bla razan fil-frughat tad-dinja: fittxew it-triq
il-wiesgha, 1li twassal ghat-telfien, v ma ridux jidhlu mill-bieb id-
dejjaq 1li jwassal ghas-salvazzjoni,

Nidhlu mill-bieb id-dejjaq

Dawk kollha li jithabtu biex jidhlu minn dan il-bieb id-dejjadq,
dawn kollha jsalvaw, Din hi t-twegiba 1i ta Gesw’ ghall-mistogsija
dwar jekk humiex ftit jew hafna li jsalvaw: Gesu’ ighidilna mhux
importanti ghalikom tkunu tafu jekk huwiex zghir jew kbir 1-ghadd
ta’ dawk 1i jsalvaw; dak li hu importanti 1i intom tithabtu halli
tiksbu s-salvazzjoni billi tidhlu mill-bieb id-dejjaq.

Imma x’jigifieri tidhol mill-bieb id-dejjag? Minn bieb dejjaq
ma, tantx jistghu jghaddu nies, waqt 1li minn trig wiesgha jghaddu
hafna nies, B’dan il-kliem Gesu’ ried ighidilna 1i ftit huma dawk
1i jsalvaw? Le, ried ighidilna biss 1li s-salvazzjoni rridu nithabtu
ghaliha, bhalma, wiehed irid jithabat biex jidhol f'’xi mkien fejn il-
bieb biex tidhol hu dejjag hafna. U x’'ghandna naghmlu biex nidhlu
minn dan il-bieb dejjag tas-salvazzjoni?

X’ghandna naghmly

Tghidulng 1-Knisja fit-tieni gari tal-lum: Bi kliem 1-ittra lil-
Lhud, il-Knisja tghidilna biex ma, ninsew gatt it-twissijiet u t-twid-
dib tal-Mulej, twissijiet u twiddib 1li jaslilna bit-thabbir tal-Kelma
tieghu waqt i¢-celebrazzjoni tal-misteri qaddisa, u bit-taghlim tal-
Knisja tieghu. U xi jwissina u jwiddibna 1-Mulej? X’tghallimna 1-
Knisja? IlI-Mulej iwissina biex inzommu ruhna ’1 hoghod mid-dnub,
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iwiddibha meta ahna naghmilu I-hazin, ifakkarng 1i jekk ahna nfit-
txu l-eghmejjel tal-gisem, jigifieri z-zina, il-fahx, il-qerq, il-gideb,
il-glied, 1-ghira, il-mibgheda ahna ma jistax ikollna sehem fil-mejda
tieghu fis-sema; ghalhekk jistedinna biex infittxu maghmlu l-egh-
mejjel ta’ 1-ispirtu jigifieri s-sabar, il-moghdrija, il-mahfra, il-hnie-
na, it-tjieba, u fuq kollox 1-imhabba. U 1-Knisja, bit-taghlim taghha
turing, b’liema, mod nistghu nghixu skond l-ispirtu fil-hajja tad-din-
ja tal-lum, meta turina liema huma 1-fehmiet tan-nies tad-dinja
tal-lum u liema hija 1-imgiba taghhom li ma toghgobx lil Alla: meta
i-Knisja tgholli lehenha, biex tikkundanna l-abort, id-divorzju, ix-
xalar blg razan, l-infig zejjed, il-genn ghall-kumditajiet tal-hajja,
tkun gieghda turina liema hi t-trig tas-salvazzjoni taghna; u tkun
turihielna, wkoll meta tghallem il-qdusija taz-zwieg nisrani, meta
tinsisti fuq id-drittijiet tal-familja, meta tiddefendi d-drittijiet fun-
damentali tal-bniedem wu 1-libertajiet tieghu u l-helsien minn kull
diskriminazzjoni minhabba gensu jew twemminu,

Dan kollu jitlob minna ¢-¢ahda taghna mnfusna, is-sagrifi¢éju
tal-kumditajiet taghna ghall-gid ta’ l-ohrajn, c¢ahdiet u sagrifi¢eji
i ma tantx inhobbu naghmlu, izda 1i huma mehtiega jekk irridu
nzommu ruhna, ’1 boghod mid-dnub u t-tingis tad-dinja — hu ghal-
hekk li Gesu’ jitkellem dwar il-bieb id-dejjaq tas-salvazzjoni.

Is-salvazzjoni taghna rridu nithabtu ghaliha bi¢-¢ahdiet 1 s-
- sagrifi¢e¢ji taghna, ghax bihom ahna mnsallbu 1 gisimna bil-gibdiet
u l-hajriet kollha tieghu u nkunu nixbhu ’1 Kristu, 1i bis-salib tieghu
gab is-salvazzjoni ghad-dinja kollha.

Il-Knisja. ghalhekk illum theggigna u tghidilna biex ma nag-
tghux galbna hi u tghidilna: “Sahhu 1-idejn merhija, u l-irkobbtejn
mitluga taghkom, imxu sewwa quddiem il-Mulej, u tiksbu 1- -hajja
ta’ dejjem.”

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

II-Mulej Gesu gie fid-dinja ghas-salvazzjoni tal-bnedmin kol-
lha: nitolbuh ghalhekk iwettaq il-hidma ta’ dawk kollha li geghdin
ihabirku ghax-xandir tal-Evangelju biex l-art kollha tara s-salvaz-
zjoni ta’ Alla taghna.

Mulej Gestl, kun dejjem mal-Knisja tieghek hija u xxandar il-
Bxara t-tajba tas-salvazzjoni fid-dinja kollha.

Mulej Gesti, hu hsieb dawk hutna kollha 1i, imgarrqin mill-
frughat tad-dinja, tbeghdu mit-triq it-tajba: ‘sejhilhom lura lejk u
reggaghhom lura mit-trig il-wiesgha li twassal ghat-telfien ta’
dejjem,
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Mulej Gesii, ibghat aktar haddiema ghall-hsad tieghek blex
dawk il-gnus ukoll li ghadhom qatt ma semghu bik, jaraw huma
wkoll is-sebh tieghek u jfahihruk u jroddulek hajr fil-Knisja mqgad-
dsa tieghek.

Mulej Gest, qawwielna galbna u wettaqna bil-grazzji tieghek
biex bil-hena kollha ta’ qalbna nhabirku halli nidhlu mill-bieb id-
dejjaq li jwassalna ghas-salvazzjoni ta’ dejjem,

Mulej Gestt Kristu, int gejt fid-dinja biex il-bnedmin kollha
jsalvaw u jiksbu l-hena ta’ dejjem: aghmel li mad-dinja kollha, bla
tfixkil, tixxandar il-Bxara t-tajba  tas-salvazzjoni halli 1-bnedmin
kollha jaraw is-sebh glorjuz tas-saltna tieghek. Int 1i tghix u ssal-
tan ghal dejjem ta’ dejjem.

It-tnejn . u ghoxrin Hadd tas-sena

IL-VIRTU’ TA’ L-UMILTA’

Is-suppervja tal-bniedem

Il-bniedem, min-natura tieghu mhassra bid-dnub, hu mimli bih
innifsu, irid i kulhadd jaghtih ‘gieh, jidhirly 1i ma hémmx hadd
iehor gharef daqsu, b’sahhtu u kapac¢i dagsu: igis ruhu xi alla. Dan
kollu frott ta’ 1-ewwel dnub, li kien dnub ta’ kburija, ta’ suppervia:
il-bniedem, kiel mill-frott tas-sigra, li kien hemm. f'nofs il-genna ta’
l-art, biex ikun dags Alla, jaghraf it-tajjeb u I-hazin — din kienet
it-tentazzjoni i biha x-xitan waqqa’ l-bniedem fid-dnub u ghamlu
Isir tieghu, '

Is-suppervja lill-bniedem taghmih u ma thallihx jara fejn se
twasslu: hekk gralu Adam; ghalkemm kien jaf 1i jekk kien jiekol
mill-frott tas-sigra Ii kien hemm f'nofs il-genna ta’ 1-art, hu kien
se jaga’ taht il-kundanna. tal-mewt, kiel mill-frott taghha; is-sup-
pervja ghamietu u meta garrbu d-demonju ma rax, ghalkemm seta’
jara x’kien se jaghmel b’idejh, X’kienu se jkunu l-konsegwenzi tad-
dnub tieghu. Meta ‘dineb, imbaghad intebah x’'ghamel b’idejh u ppro-
va, jistahba minn quddiem Alla,

Il-konsegwenzi tad-dnub ta’ Adam ged ibatuhom il-bnedmin
kollha, ghax kull ‘bniedem 1i jigi fid-dinja jigi b’natura; midruba
mid-dnub, mighuda lejn il-hazen, bil-passjonijiet kollha tieghu 1i ma
jridux jogqoghdu ghar-rieda tar-ruh tieghu b’ kastig, ghaliex hu il-
bniedem, mal qaghadx ghar-rieda ta’ Alla,

Jekk is-suppervja ta’ Adam gabet konsegwenzi hekk koroh ghal
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kull bniedem 1i jigi fid-dinja, is-suppervja ta’ kull bniedem  iggib
ukoll hafna konsegwenzi koroh fost il-bnedmin, ghaliex is-suppervija
u 1-kburija tal-bniedem huma l-bidu ta’ kull xorta ta’ hsara fid-
dinja. Il-bniedem supperv, minfuh bih innifsu, igis ruhu agwa minn
kull bniedem iehor, ghalih il-bnedmin l-ohra mhumiex hlief knis
quddiemu, u jingeda bihom ghall-interessi tieghu biss, u ghalhekk
ikasbar id-dinjita’ taghhom ta’ bnedmin 1li huma u ma jimpurtah
xejn jekk ikunu jbatu u jghixu hajja aghar minn dik ta’ l-annimali.
Dan igib hafna nkwiet: u glied u mibgheda u ghira ghax ghal kull
bniedem jasal il-waqt meta ma jkunx jiflah aktar ghall-ingustizzji
li jsirulu, u jgum kontra min ikun jahqru w jaghti bidu ghal sen-
siela, twila ta’ glied, violenzi, vendetti, li aktar ma jghaddi z-zmien
aktar jikbru.

Il-grajja kollha tal-bniedem, minn awl id-dinja, hi grajja ta’
glied u ta’ vjolenzi, ta’ suppervja u ta’ ingustizzji, ta’ ghira u ta’
mibgheda, ta’ hakma u ta’ sfruttament ta’ bniedem minn iehor, ta’
gens minn iehor, ta’ poplu minn iehor.

Kristu rebah is-suppervija bl-umilta’ tieghu

Din il-gaghda mwieghra tal-bniedem fid-dinja, qaghda 1i hi 1-
konsegwenza, tas-suppervja tal-bniedem, kellha tintemm bil-migja
ta’ Kristu fid-dinja. Dan habbruh il-profeti u dan habbru wkoll 1-
angli lir-raghajja ta’ Betlehem fil-lejl tal-Milied. Gesw’ gie fid-dinja
biex jeqred is-suppervja minn gqalb il-bnedmin u jhabbibhom ma’
xulxin bhal ahwa.

B’liema mod Gesu’ kellu jeqred is-suppervja minn qalb il-bned-
min? L-ewwelnett bl-ezempju stess ta’ hajtu: Hu li kellui n-natura
ta’ Alla. ma qaghadx igis dak li kien tieghu, dak li kien jisthogqlu
bhala Alla, bhala Iben Alla, imma tnezza’ minn kollox u ha n-natura
ta’ Isir, sar jixbahna f’kollox bhala bniedem u ¢ekken lilu nnifsu u
obda sal-mewt tas-salib b’dan il-mod uriena liema hi l-agwa arma
kontra s-suppervja taghna; uriena b’liema mod nirbhu s-suppervja
taghna — uriena l-htiega 1li niccéekknu, li nkunu umli biex neqirdu
s-suppervja minn qalbna u nwarrbu minna l-konsegwenzi kollha
taghna.

Ahna l-bnedmin ahna suppervi ghaliex irridu nilhqu l-quccéata
tal-gieh fost il-bnedmin; u Gesu’, bl-umiljazzjonijiet tieghu li was-
sluh sal-mewt tas-salib, jurina li hi proprju t-trig ta’ l-umilta’ 1i
twassalna biex niksbu 1-oghla gieh 1i jista’ jikseb il-bniedem. Hu
cekken lilu nnifsu sal-mewt tas-salib, u Alla ghollih u tah l-isem 1i
hu fug kull isem biex fl-isem ta” Gesu’ l-hlejjaq kollha fis-sema,
fl-art u f'giegh 1-art jistqarru li Kristu hu 1-Mulej ghall-glorja ta’
Alla, 1-Missier, IL-umiljazzjonijiet ta’ Gesu’ kisbulu l-akbar gieh li
seta’ jkollu bhala bniedem. Hekk ahna wkoll: mhux il-hajja ta’
suppervja li biha forsi nistghu niksbu ghal ftit gmien il-gieh tal-
bnedmin li jaghtuhulna mhux ghax ihobbuna, imma ghax jibzghu
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minna, izda mbaghad ma jibqghux jiftakru fina hlief biex jishtu
t-tifkira taghna minhabba d-deni kollu li nkunu ghamilna. Imma
hajja ta’ umilta’, ghalkemm mohbija ghal ghajnejn in-nies tad-
dinja, hi ta’ gieh kbir ghalina quddiem Alla, u xi kultant f'ghajnejn
il-bnedmin wkoll — hekk kienet dejjem il-hajja tal-Qaddisin, u ghal
zminijietna bizzejjed insemmu l-hajja umli u kbira ta’ Mother The-
resa ta’ Kalkutta.

Stedina ghall-umilta’

Imma Gesuw’ mhux biss iheggigna ghall-hajja umli w ¢kejkna
bl-ezempju ta’ hajtu stess; kliemu wkoll dejjem kien stedina biex
nghixu hajja umli u ¢kejkna. Illum stess qieghed jistedinna ghal
dan biex zewg parabboli ta’ 1-Evangelju tal-lum. Il-qofol tat-tagh-
lim taz-zewg parabboli jaghtihulna Gesu’ stess, huwa u jghidilna
li “min jitkabbar ji¢ccekken u min jic¢ekken jitkabbar.” Huma l-umli
u ¢-c¢kejknin li jghixu hajja ’l boghod mill-gieh tad-dinja li ghad
jilhqu 1-milja taghhom bhala, bnedmin fil-glorja tas-smewwiet;
dawk li jkunu hadu l-gieh tan-nies tad-dinja, ikunu hadu minn
ghandhom il-premju tal-ftit tajjeb 1i jkunu ghamlu fid-dinja, imma
jkunu tilfu I-premju tal-hajja ta’ dejjem mlnhabba l-kburija, u s-
suppervja, taghhom.

Gesu’ jkompli jghidilna wkoll kif ghandha ngibu ruhna ma’ min
hu kburi u setghan fid-dinja bit-tieni parabbola ta’ I-Evangelju tal-
lum. B’din il-parabbola jghidilna l-istess haga, li kitbilna San Gakbu
fl-ittra tieghu: irridu noqoghdu'a‘bternt'i 1li ma naghmlux ghazla bejn
min hu liebes im¢ercer u min hu liebes sabih i jlellex; fi kliem iehor
ma ghandniex immaqgdru 1-fogra u l-umli u nuru gieh u rispett biss
lejn 1-ghonja u s-setghanin ta’ l-art; ghandna nmuru mhabba lejn
kulhadd, imma, preferenza ghall-foqra ta’ din id-dinja — dak li
naghmlu ma’ dawn i¢-¢kejknin tal-Mulej, ighidilna Gesu’, jintrad-
dilna fil-gawmien tal-gusti ghall-hajja ta’ dejjem,

It-taghlim tal-Knisja

L-istess haga tghidilna 1-Knisja fl-ewwel gari tal-lum, bi kliem
Bin Sirak: jekk inkunu umli jkollna kotra ta’ gid u nkunu mahbubin
minn kulhadd; quddiem Alla msibu kotra ta’ hniena u hu jurina 1-
fehmiet mohbija tieghu, ghaliex igisna bhala hbieb tieghu.

L-imgiba umli taghna taghtina xebh kbir ma’ Kristu 1i, kif ga’
ghidna, kien Alla u ¢ekken lilu nnifsu biex ikun wiehed bhalna, ghax
1-hena tieghu hi 1i jkun ma’ wlied il-bnedmin. Kristu hu wiehed
minna u nistghu nersqu lejh bil-fiduc¢ja kollhas u permezz tieghu,
nistghu wkoll nsejhu lil Alla w nghidulu: Missier. Din ix-xorti kbira
taghna ksibniha bl-umiljazzjoni ta’ Kristu: qabel ma Kristu ¢ekken
lilu nnifsu u sar bniedem bhalna, il-bnedmin kienu jersqu lejn Alla
kil-biza’ u t-twerwir: hekk resqu l1-Lhud meta hdejn is-Sinaj Alla
kellimhom u tahom il-ligi tal-Patt tieghu: biex jisimghu 1-Kelma
ta’ Alla kellhom jersqu lejn in-nar materjali w jheggeg tal-gholja
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tas-Sinaj, lejn is-swidija u d-dalma u r-riefnu li dawru l-muntanja
u tant bezghu 1i talbu lil Mose’ jkellimhom hu u mhux aktar Alla
li ma jmutux bil-biza’. Izda ahna mhux hekk: ahna 1-Kelma ta’ Alla
nisimghuha bil-ferh ghaliex ahna b’Gesu’ Kristu, bil-mewt u 1-gaw-
mien tieghu, ersagna u sirna membri tal-belt ta’ Alla, tal-Knisja. ta’
Kristu, ahna xirka wahda ma’ dawk li isimhom hu miktub fis-sema
man-nies twajba 1i kisbu 1l-perfezzjoni: f'xirka wahda maghhom
ahna mexjin lejn is-sema pajjizna, lejn Gesu’, is-Salvatur taghna
u l-avukat taghna quddiem il-Missier, l-imhallef gust ta’ kulhadd.
U ghad naslu f'Gerusalemm tas-sema, fil-Knisja ta’ Kristu, fil-milja
kollha, tas-Sebh taghha, fis-sema, J'ekk ahna fid-dinja nkunu nixbhu
1il Gesw’ billi ni¢ccekknu bhalu, halli bhalu mbaghad niksbu mieghu
l-glorja. ta’ dejjem.

TALBA TAL-FIDILI

- Ahna u nroddu hajr 1il' Alla llum ghall-gid kollu li ghamel
maghna, nitolbuh il-grazzja li nifhmu li bil-hila taghna ma niswew
ghalxejn imma kollox nistghu bl-ghajnuna tieghu 1i ma tonqosna
qatt.

Sahhah, Mulej, l-ispirtu tal-umilta fil-Knisja tieghek biex tit-
kabbar quddiemek hija u ticcekken quddiem id-dinja.

Dawwal il-fehma tal-kburin u s-setghanin tad-dinja 1li jagharfu
li kull i ma ghandhom gej minn ghandek biex ma jitkabbrux bihom
infushom imma jhabirku ghall-gid tal-bnedmin kollha huthom.

Biddel il-fehmiet ta’ dawk 1i mimlijin bihom infushom iridu jah-
kmu fuq il-bnedmin huthom, biex jagharfu li s-suppervja taghhom
se twassalhom ghat- telflen ta’ dejjem taghhom.

Nissel fina sp1rtu anW1 ta’ ummltta biex ma niftahrux | bina
nfusna imma nagharfu li kull ma ghandna u kull ma ahna kollu
gej minnek.

Mu‘le; Gesu Kristu, int ghalina ccekklnt u obdejt sal-mewt tas-
salib, aghtina 1i. nkunu nixbhuk fi¢-¢okon tieghek biex, meta jasal
il-wagt, nigu. nsaltnu mieghek ghal dejjem, Int li tghix u ssaltan
ghal dejjem ta’ dejjem.
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It-23 Hadd tas-sena
L-IMHABBA FI KRISTU

Kliem iebes ta’ Gesii

Il-mistogsija 1i ghamel min kiteb il-Ktieb ta’ 1-Gherf, mistogsija li
ghadna kemm smajna fl-ewwel qari tal-lum, hi mistogsija 1i forsi ahna
stess ghamilna kemme-il darba lilna nfusna: “Min jista’ jaghraf il-hsieb ta’
Alla? Min jista’ jifhem x’irid il-Mulej?” U naghmlu din il-mistogsija, gha-
liex kemm-il darba kliem il-Mulej narawh ifixkilna, narawh imur kontra I-
fehmiet u l-hsibijiet taghna. Illum stess, il-kliem li 1-Mulej ghadu kemm
galilna fl-Evangelju, huwa kliem 1i jhawwadna ghaliex mhux biss
imur Kkontra l-fehmiet tal-kotra 1-kbira tal-bnedmin (almenu hekk jidher)
imma jmur ukoll kontra l-ispirtu tal-Evangelju stess. L-Evangelju jghidil-
na li ghandna nhobbu lil kulhadd, sahansitra l-eghdewwa taghna, imbaghad
fl-Evangelju tal-lum smajna li d-dixxipli tal-Mulej ma jkunux veri dixxipli
tieghu jekk ma joboghdux lil missierhom u lil ommhom, lil marthom u lil
uliedhom, u lil huthom, anzi l-istess hajja taghhom ukoll. Inhossu ghal-
hekk li ghandna nistaqsu ghaliex il-Mulej ikellimna b’dan il-mod, b’mod li
jfixkilna u jhawwadna. I1-Mulej dan jaghmlu biex iganqalna, biex igajjim-
na ha nhabblu rasna nifhmu sewwa <Xx’irid ighidilna; u dan naslu
ghalih jekk kliem Gesll nqgisuh mal-kliem l-iehor li jghidilna mieghu.

Zewg parabboli ta’ Gesu

Gesl stess illum ighidilna b’liema mod nistghu naslu biex nifhmu I-
hsiebu, biex nistghu naraw xi jrid minna miz-zewg parabboli li galilna
fl-Evangelju tal-lum: gabel wiehed jibda jibni torri jara jistax ilahhaq mal-
ispejjez bil-flus 1i ghandu f’idejh; sultan 1i jrid jaghmel gwerra lil sultan
iehor, gabel .jaghmilha, igis jistax jirbah bis-suldati 1i ghandu — hekk ah-
na, ighidilna Gesii, ghandna nqgisu sewwa X’irid minna Gesll biex inkunu
tassew dixxipli tieghu, u mhux dixxipli tal-isem biss.

Gesit l-ewwel u gabel kollox

U x’irid Gesli minna biex inkunu tassew dixxipli tieghu jghidilna
wkoll bil-kliem li ghadna kemm smajna fl-Evangelju tal-lum: “Min ma jic-
hadx ghall-gidu kollu ma jistax ikun dixxiplu tieghu.”

X’ifisser dan il-kliem ta’ Gesu? Xejn hlief 1i lil Gesii ma ghandna qatt
ingeghduh fit-tieni post, li flok Gesit ma ghandniex nippreferixxu Xi per-
suna jew xi haga ohra, ukoll jekk din il-persuna hi xi hadd ghaziz ghalina,
ukoll jekk din il-haga hi hajjitna stess. Gesli ghandu jkun ghalina fuq kol-
lox u qgabel kollox.

Izda dan il-kliem ta’ Gesli ma jfissirx li ma ghandniex mhobbu 1-ge-
nituri taghna, lil hutna u lil grabatna kollha; ma jfissirx li ma ghandniex
nghozzu hajjitna bhala don li Alla fdalna f’idejna biex inharsuha. Kliem
Gesu jfisser biss ghandna nkunu dejjem lesti nissagrifikaw 1-aktar hwejjeg
eghziez ghalina biex nibgghu fl-imhabba tieghu.
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Alla jridna nhobbu lil kulhadd ,

Kemm Alla jridna nhobbu mhux biss lill-genituri u l-qraba taghna, iz-
da wkoll kull bniedem li hawn fid-dinja, narawh mit-tieni qari tal-lum, mill-
ittra li San Pawl kiteb lill-habib tieghu Filemon dwar ilsir li kien harablu.
Dan l-ilsir, jismu Onesimu, wara li harab minghand sidu, iltaga’ ma’ San
Pawl u sar nisrani. San Pawl baghtu lura ghand sidu u talbu jilgghu
mhux aktar bhala lIsir tieghu, imma bhala huh fi Kristu. Kliem San Pawl
fit-tieni gari tal-lum jurina b’liema mod ghandna nhobbu lil xulxin, b’lie-
ma mod ghandna nhobbu l-genituri taghna u lil hutna u lil grabatna, b’lie-
ma mod ghandna nhobbu l-bnedmin kollha: ghandna nhobbuhom fi Kristu,
bhala hutna fi Kristu. Meta nhobbu lill-ohrajn fi Kristu, l-imhabba ta’ hut-
na l-bnedmin l-ohra ma tkunx ta’ tfixkil ghalina, anzi tkun ta’ mezz gha-
lina biex nikbru fl-imhabba ta’ Kristu. Kristu jrid li ahna nuruh imhab-
bitna ghalih fl-imhabba taghna ghal hutna I-bnedmin 1-ohra, u kull sinjal
ta’ mhabba li ahna nuru ma’ hutna fil-bzonn, Gesli jgisu bhala sinjal tal-
imhabba taghna ghalih. “Kont bil-guh u tmajtuni, kont bil-ghatx u sqej-
tuni, kont marid u gejtu zzuruni... ghaliex kull haga li ghamiltu ma’ l-i¢c-
ken minn huti ghamiltuha mieghi.”

L-imhabba ta’ Kristu

Inkunu ghalhekk inhobbu tassew lil hutna, lil qrabatna u lil hbiebna,
u l-bnedmin kollha, jekk inhobbuhom fi Kristu; u nkunu nhobbu lilna nfus-
.-na wkoll fi Kristu jekk hajjitna tkun kollha kemm hi moghtija ghall-gadi
ta’ Kristu, jigifieri jekk inkunu dejjem lesti naghmlu dak li 1-Mulej irid
minna b’mod li ebda tahbit, jew tigrib, jew inkwiet, jew il-biza’ tal-mewt
ma jaslu biex igaghluna naghmlu dak li Alla ma jridx, id-dnub, li hu ¢-
c¢ahda tal-imhabba ta’ Alla. Biex ma naghmlux dnub ghandna nkunu lesti
nissagrifikaw Kkollox, l-aktar hwejjeg eghziez ghalina, sahansitra hajjitna
stess, ghax ma hemmx imhabba akbar minn dik, ighidilna Gest, ta’ dak li
. jaghti hajtu ghal hbiebu — u min hu l-akbar habib taghna jekk mhux
Kristu 1-Mulej?

Dan kollu jrid ighidilna Gesti bil-kliem tal-Evangelju tal-lum: min ma
jichadx ghal gidu kollu, ma jistax ikun dixxiplu tieghu,

Is-salib taghna

Din i¢-cahda 1i Gesl ged jitlob minna lkoll biex inkunu dixxipli tieghu,
hija s-salib li ahna rridu nerfghu kuljum wara Gesil.

Kif Gesti ghad li kien Alla, ¢ekken lilu nnifsu u ha sura ta’ Isir biex
ikun bniedem bhalna, jixbahna f’kollox barra d-dnub, hekk in-nisrani jrid
jichad lilu nnifsu u jaghraf ix-xejn tieghu quddiem Alla ha jilbes lil Kristu
u jkun jista’ jghid ma’ San Pawl, li hu ged ighix, izda mhux hu, imma
Kristu jghix fih.

Kif Gesl tghabba bid-dnubiet taghna lkoll biex hassarhom bid-demm
li hu xerred ghalina fuq is-salib, hekk ahna rridu nitghabbu bit-tigrib kol-
lu 1i niltagghu mieghu fil-hajja taghna ta’ kuljum biex nibqghu fidili ghas-
sejha taghna ta’ nsara u ma naghmlu xejn li ma jkunx jixraq l-isem ta’
nsara li niftahru li ngibu,
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- Kif Gesd, li kien ghani, ftagar biex nistaghnu alina, Hekk alina rridu
ni¢ccahhdu ghall-gid kollu tad-dinja’ billi' ma notbtux galbna’ mieghu imma
nuzawh sKond ir-riéda ta’ ‘Alla, “halli fogra fl-ispirtu, nahzhu tezori ta’ gid
fis-sema fejn ebda halliel ma jisraq u ebda kamla ma tmermer.

L-gherf tas-sema : 3 2 ‘

‘Dan "huwa "1-gherf 1i 'tana Alla meta missema baghtﬂna l-Ispzrtu
qaddis “tieghu, gherf 1i ‘jghinna biex ‘ma nitbeghdux mit-tfig id-dritta li
twassalna ghas- salvazzmm gherf Ii jghinna naraw x'irid Alla minna. Neg-
sin' minn ‘dan’ ilgherf, ma naslia ‘qatt biex nifhmu I-hweéjjeg tas-sema, ‘ahna
li bil-kemm ghandna lhlla nkunu nafu l-hwe]jeg ta lart u dak kollu li
]Slr madwarna,

‘Tmdawlin rmll-gherf tas-sema ahna ‘ghandna t- tweglba ghall mlstoq-
sijfet 1li“naghmlu lilna’ fifusna u 1i ‘semmiélna ‘l-ewwel qari tal-lum.: Ahna
ghandna x-Xorti li nkunu Hafu x'inhu1-hsieb ta’ ‘Alla;'ahna nistghu nifhmu
xitid minna' 1-Muléj, “ghaliex ' fil-Maghmudija 'taghna hu ‘tana l-Ispirtu
tieghu fina, u fil-Grizma ssigillana bid-don' ta* l-istess Spirtu bid-doni tie-
ghu, bl-gherf u d-dehen, bil-ghaqal u l-qawwa, bix-xjenza u l-pjieta, bil-
biza’ ta’ Alla. L-Ispirtu ma jieqaf qatt jahdem fina, u jidhol ghalina fil-
htigijiet kollha taghna halli bil-qawwa kollha naghtu déjjem xhieda ta’ I-
imhabba 'taghna’ ghal Kristi ‘quddiem id-dinja. Jalla qatt ma nxekklu I-
hidma tal-Ispirtu tal-Mulej fina!
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TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Ahna u nroddu hajr lill-Mulej Gesli ghaliex ghogbu jurina x’jis-
tenna minna biex inkunu tassew dixxipli tieghu, nitolbuh iwettaq-
na bil-grazzji tieghu biex bl-imgiba kollha ta’ hajjitna nkunu tas-
sew xebh mieghu.

Mulej Gesu, kun mal-Knisja tieghek hija u tghallimna kif ghan-
dna niccahhidu mill-gid kollu tad-dinja halli nimxu warajk, mghob-
bijin bis-salib taghna.

Mulej Gesti, ghallem lill-bnedmin kollha tad-dinja ha jaghmlu
uzu tajjeb mill-gid ta’ l-art biex igawdu minnu 1-bnedmin kollha.

Mulej Gesl, qawwi 1-fidi ta’ dawk kollha li jemmnu fik, biex
ikunu dejjem lesti jilgghu kull tigrib biex ma jongsu gatt mill-fe-
delta lejk.

Mulej Gesti, kun dejjem maghna u sahhah dejjem aktar l-im-
habba taghna ghalik, biex ebda haga ma tasal biex qatt tifridna
minnek u mill-imhabba tieghek,

Mulej Gesi Kristu, Iben Alla 1-haj, ibghatilna I-Ispirtu qaddis
tieghek biex idawwalna ha nagharfu l-hsieb tieghek, u biex igaw-
wina ha naghmlu dak i trid minna, halli noghgbuk fl-eghmil kollu
taghna u niksbu s-salvazzjoni ta’ dejjem, Int 1i tghix u ssaltan ghal
dejjem ta’ dejjem.
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L-24 Hadd tas-sena

IL-MISTERU TAS-SALIB

“Kif Mose’ refa’ s-serp fid-dezert, hekk mehtieg li jkun merfugh Bin
il-bniedem biex kull min jemmen fih ikollu l-hajja ta’ dejjem.” B’dan il-
kliem li ghadu kemm habbrilna fl-Evangelju tal-lum, Gesl ried jurina I-
kobor tal-imhabba tieghu ghalina u jghidilna li hu ma giex fid-dinja biex
jaghmel haqq minna, imma biex jaghtina s-salvazzjoni, biex, permezz tie-
ghu ahna nehilsu mill-jasar tad-dnub u tal-mewt li fih waqajna minhabba
dnubietna, halli mill-gdid inkunu nistghu niksbu I-hajja ta’ dejjem.

Is-serp tal-bronz merfugh fid-dezert

Gesl dan jurihulna billi jfakkarna f’dak li gara lil-Lhud meta, darba,
tul il-mixi taghhom fid-dezert ta’ Sin, ghax haduha kontra Alla u garrbuh,
u gergru ghaliex kien harighom mill-Egittu u wassalhom f’post nieges mill-
hobz u l-ilma, b’kastig ghat-tgergir taghhom, Alla baghat fosthom hafna
sriep jaharqu u kotra kbira ta’ dawk li haduha kontra Alla mietu migduma
mis-sriep. Imwerwrin mill-kastig ta’ Alla, il-Lhud nidmu u talbu hniena:
“Dnibna,” galu lil Mose’, “ghax hadniha kontra 1-Mulej u kontra tieghek:
itlob gnalina quddiem il-Mulej ha jehlisna minn dawn is-sriep 1i ged je-
girduna.” U Mose’ talab, kif soltu kien jitlob ghall-poplu midneb u rasu
iebsa, u Alla henn ghalihom; gal lil Mose’ jaghmel serp tal-bronz u jar-
bulah f’nofs il-kamp tal-Lhud u jghid lill-poplu li kull min ihares le]n is-
serp tal-bronz ma kienx se jmut imma jsalva mill-gdiem tas-sriep. )

X’qawwa kellu dan is-serp tal-bronz biex fejjaq il- Lhud mill-gdiem tas-
sriep? Fih innifsu ma kellu ebda gawwa, imma Kkien biss sinjal ghalihom
biex jistedinhom jindmu minn dnubiethom, mit-tgergir taghhom kontra
Alla, u niedma u soghbiena jitolbuh ihenn ghalihom u jahfrilhom.

Is-serp tal-bronz u s-salib ta’ Kristu

Is-serp tal-bronz huwa wkoll sinjal ghalina, ghax kull ma gara fi zmien
il-Patt il-Qadim, gara b’sinjal ghalina ghas-salvazzjoni taghna. U fil-kaz
tal-grajja tal-lum, Kristu stess jurina b’liema mod is-serp tal-bronz hu sinjal
ghalina ghas-salvazzjoni taghna. Is-serp tal-bronz merfugh f’nofs id-dezert
bhala sinjal ta’ salvazzjoni mill-gdiem tas-sriep jaharqu, hu ghalina sim-
bolu tas-Salib ta’ Kristu, merfugh f’nofs id-dezert ta’ din id-dinja tad-dnub,
b’sinjal ta’ salvazzjoni ghall-bnedmin kollha, midruba fin-natura taghhom
stess mis-serp tal-infern, li qarraq bl-ewwel bniedem u gaghlu jaghmel id-
dnub: permezz ta’ Adam, imqarraq mis-serp tal-infern, dahal id-dnub fid-
dinja, u mad-dnub il-mewt u l-mewt ghaddiet fil-bnedmin kollha, bit-tahsir
kollu li ggib maghna. Minn dan it-tahsir tal-mewt u d-dnub helisna Gesu
bil-mewt tieghu fuq is-Salib: merfugh bejn is-sema u l-art, b’idejh miftuha
fuq is-Salib, Geslt haddan il-bnedmin kollha mieghu, il-bnedmin li kienu
mifrudin minn xulxin u minn Alla minhabba d-dnub, u habbibhom mill-
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&did bejniethom u ma’ Alla; mghobbi bid-dnubiet Kollha tad-dinja, hu li'ma
kellu ebda dnub, patta ghalihom bi tpattija xierqa u toghgob lil Alla, ghax
tpattija maghmula minn Bniedem-Alla, u hassar il-kont tad-dejn 1i kellna
ma’ Alla minhabba dnubietna. .

Il-misteru tas-Salib

Fugq is-Salib sehhet -il-fidwa ‘taghna u l-Iben ta’ Alla, Alla minn Alla,
Dawl minn dawl, Alla veru minn Alla veru, ma qaghadx ifittex dak 'li
kien jisthoqglu bhala Alla, imma heba n-natura tieghu ta’ Alla, u deher
fostna, liebes in-natura dghajfa taghna l-bnedmin, ha sura ta’ bniedem
mahlug, u ghex fostna bniedem bhalna; mhux biss, imma ghamel sa l-ah-
har ir-rieda tal-Missier ghas-salvazzjoni taghna: ¢ekken lilu nnifsu u obda
sal-mewt tas-salib. Ghalhekk Alla ghollih u tah l-isem li hu fuq kull isem
biex fl-isem ta’ Gesl, fis-sema, fl-art u f’qiegh l-art il-hlejjaq kollha jis-
tgarru li Gesut Kristu hu 1-Mulej ghall-glorja ta’ Alla 1-Missier.

Hadd daqs San Pawl Missierna ma dahal hekk fil-fond ta’ dan il-mis-
teru tas-Salib, ta’ dan il-misteru tas-salvazzjoni taghna, tant li fl-ittra tie-
ghu lill-Galatin ighidilna li hu ma jiftaharx jekk mhux bis-salib ta’ Kristu
li bih id-dinja hi msallba ghalih u hu ghad-dinja.

Flimkien ma’ San Pawl ghalhekk illum inkantaw innu ta’ tifhir u radd
il-hajr lis-Salib ta’ Kristu, ghaliex huwa s-sigra li tatna dik il-hajja li kon-
na tlifna bid-dnub ta’ Adam fil-genna ta’ l-art: fil-bidu tad-dinja 1-bnie-
dem imgarraq mix-xitan ha l-mewt minn fuq sigra, u kellha tkun sigra
ohra, is-sigra tas-salib, li kellha taghti mill-gdid il-hajja lill-bniedem, gha-
liex il-Mulej Gest, minn fugq is-sigra tas-Salib, bhala gwerrier galbieni, mid-
rub f’idejh, f’riglejh u f’genbu, fejjaq il-griehi taghna, fejjaq in-natura tagh-
na l-bnedmin midruba mis-serp tal-infern. Minn fuq is-sigra tas-Salib Gesl
rebah u gered is-setgha ta’ dak li minn fuq sigra ohra kien wasal biex
ijassar tahtu lill-bnedmin; minn fuq is-sigra tas-Salib Gesli tana I-hajja
flok il-mewt, in-nuqqgas ta’ tahsir flok it-tahsir, il-gieh u 1- glor]a flok 1- gha]b
u s-sahta tad-dnub.

Is-sebh tas-Salib

Sa mill-bidu tad-dinja, tghidilna 1-Knisja, grajjiet tal-ghageb habbru I-
gawwa u l-gieh tas-salib ta’ Kristu: is-serp tal-bronz merfugh f’nofs id-
dezert li Gesu stess fakkarna fih, kif ga rajna, fl-Evangelju tal-lum; l-arka
ta’ Noe’, dik id-dagsxejn ta’ lakxa li fiha hellsu mill-kastig tad-dilluvju
Noe’ u l-familja kollha tieghu; il-hatar ta’ Mose’ li bela s-sriep tas-sahhara
tal-Egittu, li biddel f’demm l-ilmijiet tal-Egittu, li feraq il-bahar tal-Qasab
biex il-Lhud ighaddu mill-inxief u jehilsu mit-theddida tal-Farghun, li reg-
ga’ lura l-imwieg tal-bahar biex igherqu fihom l-eghdewwa tal-poplu ta’
Alla.

Is-Salib ta’ Kristu hu hena u gieh u salvazzjoni ghal dawk li jemmnu,
imma huwa skandlu, tigrif u bluha ghal dawk li ma jemmnux.

Is-Salib habbru Abraham meta gieghed lil Ibnu Isakk fuci il-hatab ta’
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I-artal li hejja biex joffri 'l ibnu b’sagrificcju il Alla, xbieha ta’ dak l-artal
tas-Salib li fuqu I-Iben ta’ Alla offra lilu nnifsu lill-Missier b’fidwa ghal
dnubietna.

Is-Salib habbruh I-ghadd sabih tal-profeti, xandritu 1-gemgha glorjuza
tal-Appostli, izzejnu bih il-qtajja tal-martri rebbieha kollhom bjuda; mghob-
bijin bis-salib taghhom il-qaddisin imxew ’il quddiem fit-trig tal-qdusija; im-
markati bis-sinjal tas-Salib fuq gbina ahna lbisna ’1 Kristu u gejna msehbin
f’dik ix-xirka wahda ta’ mhabba li hi I-Knisja ta’ Kristu, u rcevejna s-sigill
tad-don tal-Ispirtu s-Santu biex tul hajjitna f’din id-dinja naghtu xhieda ta’
Kristu, li bis-Salib u l-gawmien tieghu fdiena mid-dnub u fethilna t-triq
tas-sema.

524



11-25 Hadd tas-sena

GHAQAL FL-IMGIBA U UZU TAJJEB TAL-GID

Kliem Gesu

Kliem Gesii mhux l-ewwel darba nsibuh ta’ tfixkil ghalina, ihawwadna.
Dan rajnih hmistax ilu, meta Gesii galilna 1i jekk irridu nkunu dixxipli tie-
ghu rridu noboghdu ’l missierna u lil ommna, lil hutna, l-istess hajja tagh-
na; izda mbaghad rajna 1li Gesu kellimna b’dan il-mod, biex:igaghlna nah-
sbu sewwa fi kliemu, u nidhlu fil-fond tat-tifsir tieghu, halli hekk nifhmu
li bhala dixxipli ta’ Gesil, bhala nsara, ahna qatt ma nistghu naghtuh it-tie-
ni post fi hsibijietna, gatt ma ghandu jigi wara xi hadd iehor, xi haga ohra,
ukoll jekk dan il-haddiehor hu Il-persuna l-aktar ghaziza ghalina, ukoll
jekk il-haga hi l-istess hajja taghna.

Illum ukoll kliem Gesit jhawwadna u jfixkilna ghaliex ma nistennewx
li nisimghu lil Gestt jfahhar l-amministratur hazin tal-parabbola tal-Evan-
gelju tal-lum, proprju ghall-hazen li wera biex seraq lil sidu. Bi kliemu, Gesli
ried ifahhar lil min iqarraq b’ghajru? ried ifahhar lil min jaghmel il-hazin
u jimxu bil-hzunija biex ihares l-interessi tieghu? Le, Gesli ma ghamilx dan;
ried ighidilna biss 1i 1-hziena biex jilhqu l-hsieb taghhom jimxu b’ghaqal
kbir, waqt li t-tajbin biex jaghmlu t-tajjeb, kemm-il darba juru hafna nug-
qas ta’ ghaqgal kbir, fil-hidma taghhom.

In-nuqqas ta’ ghaqal

Kemm ghandu ragun Gesu f’din il-haga! Il-grajja kollha tal-Knisja hija
mimlija ezempji tan-nuqqas ta’ ghagal ta’ l-insara li, fl-ahhar mill-ahhar,
ghandu l-gherq tieghu fis-suppervija tal-bniedem. Il-grajja tal-Knisja turina
li tul il-mijiet tas-snin kien hemm hafna firdiet fost dawk kollha li jistqarru
li Kristu hu 1-Mulej, firdiet li hafna minnhom ghadhom jezistu sal-lum,
firdiet li wasslu biex tiddallam id-dehra tal-Knisja wahda ta’ Kristu, mer-
fugha bhala sinjal ta’ salvazzjoni ghall-bnedmin kollha tad-dinja: fost il-
hafna knejjes li jghidu li huma 1-Knisja ta’ Kristu, Kkif jista’ wiehed pagan
jaghraf dik li hi l-vera Knisja ta’ Kristu? L-insara tal-lum qeghdin jin-
tebhu bin-nuqqgas ta’ ghagal tal-insara tal-imghoddi li wasslu ghal dawn
il-firdiet, u qed jitolbu u ged ihabirku biex dawn il-firdiet jintemmu u 1-
Knisja ta’ Kristu tidher fil-gmiel kollu taghna bhala 1-Knisja wahda, qad-
disa, kattolika u apostolika, kif nistqarru kull darba li nghidu 1-Kredu. L-
insara tal-lum, almenu dawk li jitolbu u jhabirku ghall-ghaqda tal-insara
geghdin juru dak l-ghaqal 1i Gesi jixtieq'li jara fit-tajbin kollha.

Il-firdiet fostna

Izda l-firdiet mhumiex biss bejn knisja ohra; insibuhom fi hdan l-is-
tess Knisja taghna, insibuhom fostna, u dawn il-firdiet fostna juru nuqqgas
wisq akbar ta’ ghaqal fina, ghaliex dawn il-firdiet mhumiex biss wirt tal-
imghoddi, bhalma huma l-firdiet bejn il-knejjes insara, imma huma firdiet
li geghdin inZzommuhom hajjin u nkabbruhom ahna stess. Xi whud mill-
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firdiet li naraw fil-parrocci taghna, firdiet li ilhom is-snin twal igarrbu dawk
il-parrocci fejn ma gewx meghluba, huma frott tal-injoranza: min ged ighix
dawn il-firdiet minn ghalih gieghed jaghti gieh lill-Madonna, lil Xi gaddis,
izda fil-fatt ikun ged imur kontra l-ispirtu tal-Evangelju, kontra d-dehra
tal-Knisja bhala xirka wahda ta’ mhabba. Bhala nsara fil-Knisja ahna Xir-
ka wahda: fost dawk li huma ta’ Kristu, ighidilna San Pawl, ma hemmx
Lhudi u Grieg, ragel u mara, ilsir u hieles, imma lkoll ahna haga wahda
fi Kristu. U lill-Korintin 1i kienu mifrudin f’hafna partiti — min kien ma’
Pieru, min kien ma’ Pawlu, min kien ma’ Apollo, min kien ma’ Kristu —
San Pawl ¢anfarhom bi kliem iebes, ghax — gqalilhom — kienu geghdin
jagsmu l-gisem ta’ Kristu: hekk geghdin jagsmu 1-gisem ta’ Kristu dawk li
ged izommu hajjin il-piki bejn.festa t ohra f’xi parro¢¢i taghna: m’humiex
geghdin jaghtu gieh lil Alla, lill-Madonna u lill-gaddisin, imma bil-piki tagh-
hom geghdin jaghmlu dak li ghamlu s-suldati bil-libsa ta’ Kristu wara li
gie msallab: ¢arrtuha bic¢iet u gasmuha bejniethom. Ghandux il-Mulej Gesl
jisghob bih ghal dan in-nuqqas kbir ta’ ghaqal f’dawk 1i jiftahru li huma
nsara!

Nuqqas 1ehor ta’ ghaqal

Imma n- nuqqas ta’ ghaqgal fil-Knisja llum mhux ge] blSS mill-piki min-
habba I-festi; insibuhom ukoll £’xi whud mill-membri ta’ I-ghaqdiet u mill-
hafna movimenti godda li dehru fil-Knisja ta’ Zminijietna; huma ghaqdiet
u movimenti li jistghu jaghmlu u geghdin jaghmlu gid kbir, imma 1-gid li
jistghu jaghmlu jkun wisq akbar jekk ikunu verament maghqudin flimkien
f’xirka wahda ta’ mhabba. M’hijiex niegsa fosthom din ix-xewqa ha jkunu
x-xirka wahda fil-hidma taghhom ghall-kobor tas-saltna ta’ Alla fid-dinja,
imma, ghaliex ahna bnedmin dghajfa, malajr tista’ tirbahna t-tentazzjoni
biex nidhru ahna u mhux l-ohrajn, biex I-ghaqda taghna tkun minn qud-
diem u mhux xi ghaqda ohra. Ilkoll nehtiegu dak ‘l-ghaqal kbir li Gesu
jara fil-hziena biex jaghmlu 1-hazen taghhom, u li hu nieqges fit-tajbin biex
jaghmlu dak li hu tajjeb quddiem Alla. . '

Hemm ukoll dak in-nuqqas ta’ ghaqal ta’ xi whud 11 qed jilgghu bil-
qalb l-istedina tal-Mulej biex ighixu hajja aktar perfetta, u bdew bis-ser-
jeta kollha mixja ta’ konversjoni biex, waqt li qed ighixu fid-dinja u jagdu
dmirijiethom fid-dinja, jimxu dejjem aktar ’il quddiem fl-ghaqda ta’ mhab-
ba ma’ Kristu. Huma movimenti li I-Ispirtu ta’ Alla gieghed igajjem dejjem
aktar fil-Knisja ta’ Kristu ghat-tigdid taghha, imma ghax ahna bnedmin
dghajfa, hi haga hafifa 1i xi whud jigu mqarrqin mix-xitan u jibdew jahsbu
bhal dak'il-farizew tal-parabbola li mar quddiem Alla jiftahar bit-tajjeb kol-
lu 1i kien ged jaghmel u maqdar il-pubblikan li kien midneb: il-Papa spiss
gieghed iwissi lill-membri ta’ dawk il-movimenti biex ma jingatghux mill-
bgija tal-insara u jiffurmaw komunita ghalihom, imma jghixu s-sejha tagh-
hom fi hdan il-komunitd parrokkjali li fiha jghixu biex ikunu hmira ta’
gdusija fiha. Ghal dan ged isejhilhom I1-Ispirtu s-Santu, u mhux biex jo-
holqu komunitajiet ta’ maghzulin, maqtugh mill-bgija tal-insara. mldmbm,
dghajfa, bla hegga, bierda, reqdin u forsi mejtin ukoll fir-ruh,



L-uzu tajjeb tal-gid

: Izda Gesu, fil-parabbola tal-lum, mhux biss tkellem dwar in-nuqgas
ta’ ghaqal fost I-insara: stedinna wkoll naghmlu hbieb bis-sahha tal-gliegh
dizonest. X’inhu dan il-gliegh dizonest, 1i Gesii jridna naghmlu hbieb gha-
lina bih? Il-qligh diZonest huwa I-flus u l-ghana, mhux ghax fihom infus-
hom il-flus u l-ghana huma haga hazina, haga dizonesta, imma ghalliex
kemm-il darba jwasslu lil hafna bnedmin biex jaghmlu dak li hu hazin
quddiem Alla ha jkollthom il-flus ‘u jkabbru l-ghana taghhom.

L-ghana u 1-gid ta’ l-art nalaghom Alla ghalina l-bnedmin: hu dmir
taghna nuzaw il-gid ta’ l-art biex ingibu °l quddiem il-hajja tal-bniedem
fid-dinja, biex kull bniedem ighix, hu u l-familja tieghu, hajja li tassew
tixraqlu bhala bniedem. Dan nistghu naghmluh jekk qalbna ma tkunx mar-
buta mal-gid ta’ I-art, jekk ahna ma nkunux bhal dawk il-Lhud li fughom
jitkellem il-profeta Ghamos fl-ewwel qgari tal-lum, Lhud li kienu mohhom
biss biex jistaghnu u jrekknu I-flus, u, biex hsiebhom isehh, kienu jgarrqu
bil-fqar u jisirquhom. U dan ghadu jsir sal-lum fid-dinja, fejn il-pajjizi
ghonja ged jistaghnu dejjem izjed u l-pajjizi foqra ged jiftaqru dejjem izjed
u jitghabbew bi djun kbar li qatt ma jistghu jifdu, fejn illum ghaxriet ta’
eluf ged imutu bil-guh fil-pajjizi fgar tad-dinja waqt Ii fil-pajjizi ghonja
jingered hafna ikel u frott ta’ I-art biex il-prezz tal-bejgh tieghu ma jon-
gosx. Huma ingustizzji kbar li kontrihom il-Knisja 11ha terfa’ lehenha u
1ttlob Ii ssir gustizzja.

Nitolbu ghall-bnedmin keollha

Kemm ghalhekk hu mehtieg illum li nilqghu l-istedina ta’ Missierna
San Pawl fit-tieni gari tal-lum biex isiru suppliki u talb u intercessjonijiet
u radd il-hajr ghall-bnedmin kollha, ghas-slaten, u ghal dawk -kollha li
ghandhom xi awtoritd, biex nghaddu hajja fil-kwiet u s-sliem.

II-Papa kemm-il darba wissa li l-ingustizzji li hawn fid-dinja llum hu-
ma theddida kbira ghall-paci fid-dinja: dawn l-ingustizzji jistghu jirbhuhom
dawk li ghandhom xi awtorita fid-dizja: huma dawn 1i jistghu jgibu tqas-
sim aktar gust tal-gid ta’ l-art, li jistghu jwasslu biex kull bniedem ikun
jista’ jghix, hu u l-familja tieghu, hajja li tixraqlu bhala bniedem. Ahna
nistghu nghinu billi nitolbu ’l Alla jdawwal il-fehma tas-setghanin ta’ I-art
ibex ihabirku ghall-paci u l-gustizzja fid-dinja, biex f’kull imkien il-bnedmin
ighixu flimkien bhal ahwa, u jeghelbu kull ma jista’ jifridhom minn xulxin,
biex ihabirku ghall-paci u 1-gustizzja fid-dinja, biex f’kull imkien il-bnedmin
insara gejna msejhin, ghaliex bhala nsara ahna dixxipli ta’ Dak li gie fid-
dinja biex igarraf il-hitan tal-mibgheda li kienu jifirdu I-bnedmin u jhab-
bibhom ma’ xulxin, ha jkunu wkoll hbieb ta’ Alla.
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TALBA TAL-FIDILI

Nilgghu l-istedina li ged jaghimlilna llum il-Mulej Gesu u nitol-
buh jaghtina l-grazzja li nuru ghagal fl-imgiba kollha taghna bhala
nsara u biex naghmlu uzu tajjeb mill-gid ta’ l-art. .

Ghin, Mulej, il-Knisja tieghek tirbah il-firdiet 1i sehhu fi hdan-
ha tul iz-zminijiet bex tidher bhala sinjal ta’ salvazzjoni ghall-bned-
min kollha ta’ rieda tajba li hawn fid-dinja.

Dawwal il-fehma tas-setghanin ta’ l-art biex ihabirku ghat-
tqassim aktar gust tal-gid tad-dinja halli kull bniedem ikun jista’
jehix, hu u l-familja tieghu, hajja li tixraqlu bhala bniedem.

Aghti ghaqal u dehen lill-ghaqdiet u l-movimenti kollha li I-
Ispirtu tieghek ged iqajjem fil-Knisja biex jahdmu flimkien bhala
xirka wahda ta’ mhabba ghall-kobor tas-saltna tieghek fid-dinja.

Ghallimna naghmlu uzu tajjeb mill-gid ta’ I-art biex bih nagh-
tu glorja lilek u nghinu lil hutna fil-bZzonn.

Mulej Alla taghna ilga’ t-talb li ged naghmlulek ghal kull min
ghandu xi setgha fid-dinja biex ihabrek ghall-paci u 1-gustizzja fid-
dinja tallum; dawwal il-fehma ta’ kull bniedem li hawn fid-dinja
biex iwarrab minn qalbu kull hsieb ta’ ghadab u glied, halli b’qalb
safja, jaqdik bil-qima kollha; thalli ebda bniedem imur lejn it-tel-
fien ta’ dejjem: aghtina dan f’gieh il-mertj tal-passjoni ta’ Ibnek
Gest, li jghix u jsaltan ghal dejjem ta’ dejjem.



KUMMISSJONI - LITURGIKA

Pubblikazzjonijiet godda
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