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BULLETTIN TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI
U LITURGIJA TAL-KELMA

Nru. 98 ‘ Settembru 1998

Messagg tal-Papa ghall-Gurnata Missjunarja 1998

Is-Sinjal tal-Prezenza ta' I-Ispirtu
s-Santu fil-Missjoni “Ad Gentes”

“ Meta jigi fugkom I-Ispirtu s-Santu, intom tircievu I-qawwa, u tkunu
xhieda tieghi f'Gerusalemm, fil-Lhudija kollha u s-Samarija u sa truf I-
art.” (Atti 1,8)

1. Il-Gurnata Missjunarja ta’ din is-sena, iddedikata lill-Ispirtu s-Santu,
it-tieni sena ta’ thejjija immedjata ghall-Gublew tas-sena 2000, ma tistax
ma tharisx lejh. L-Ispirtu s-Santu hu fil-fatt dak li jmexxi -missjoni kollha
tal-Knisja, li tidher b’mod l-aktar gholi fil-missjoni ad gentes, kif narawha
fil-Knisja ta” l-ewwel zZminijiet (ara encikl. Redemptoris missio, 21).

Zgur li ma jistax ikun li tithem il-hidma kollha ta’ I-Ispirtu fil-Knisja
u fid-dinja billi tanalizza biss kull statistika u kull sussidju iehor li jista’
jkollok bhala frott tax-xjenzi tal-bniedem, ghaliex il-hidma ta’ I-Ispirtu ssir
fuq livell iehor, li hu dak tal-grazzja, u tingharaf bil-fidi. Hija hidma 1i hi
spiss mohbija u misterjuza, izda effikac¢i u dan bla dubju ta” xejn. L-Ispirtu
s-Santu ma tilifx dik il-qawwa li jmexxi ‘1 quddiem li kellu fil-bidu tal-
Knisja; illum 1-Ispirtu s-Santu qed jahdem kif kien jahdem fi zmien Geslt
ul-Appostli. L-ghegubijiet li ghamell Ispirtu s-Santu u li huma msemmija
fl-Atti ta’ 1-Appostli, ged jigu mtennija fi Zminijietna, ghalkemm spiss
jibgghu mhux maghrufin, ghaliex illum, f parti kbira tad-dinja, il-bniedem
ged jghix f'kultura sekularizzata, li tfisser kull realta bhallikieku Alla ma
jezistix. ,

II-Gurnata Missjunarja ghalhekk tigi f’waqtha biex naslu ha nintebhu
bl-inizjattiva ta’ 1-ghageb ta’ l-Ispirtu s-Santu, biex isahhah fina I-fidi, u
jinholoq qawmien missjunarju kbir fil-Knisja, u dan proprju bil-hidma ta’
1-Ispirtu s-Santu. Forsi mhuwiex dan l-ghan ewlieni tal-Gublew: is-shuhija
tal-fidi u x-xhieda ta’ l-insara? ' :

2. L-gharfien tal-hidma ta’ 1-Ispirtu fi qlub il-bnedmin u l-indhil tieghu
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fil-grajjiet ta’ l-istorja jwassluna ghall-ottimizmu tat-tama. L-ewwel sinjal
tassew ta’ I-ghageb ta’ din il-hidma, li nixtieq li kulhadd jahseb fuqu, hu
— haga ta’ I-ghageb! — l-istess krizi li minnha ghaddejja d-dinja ta’ llum:
fenomenu kompless li, minhabba l-aspetti negattivi tieghu, bhala reazzjoni
spiss iqanqal talbiet qalbiena lill-Ispirtu li jaghti I-hajja, u hekk juri dik ix- -
xewqa herqgana li hemm fil-qalb ta’ kull bniedem ghall-Bxara t-tajba ta’

Kuristu 1-Feddej.

Kif ma niftakrux hawn, dak li -Kon¢ilju Vatikan II fil-Kostituzzjcni
pastorali Gaudium et spes gharaf jaqra fuq il-qaghda tad-dinja ta’ llum
(n. 4-10)? F'"dawn l-ahhar ghexieren ta’ snin, din il-krizi aktar kibret: zdied
aktar in-nuqqas ta’ ideali u ta’ valuri, naqas is-sens tal-Verita u kiber ir-
relattivizmu morali; spiss qed tiddomina etika individwalistika, utilitarja,
bla ebda riferenza ghal xi principji sodi u ¢ari; fhafna postijiet qed jigi
notat li I-bniedem ta’ llum, meta jichad lil Alla, qed isir inqas bniedem,
mimli biza’ u tensjonijiet, maghluq fih innifsu, minghajr sodisfazzjon ta’
xejn, egoista.
 Il-konsegwenzi ta’ din il-qaghda pdhru sewwa fil-prattika: il-
konsumizmu, ghalkemm ikkritikat spiss, qed jahkem dejjem aktar; it-
thassib dwar hafna problemi materjali, thassib li spiss hemm hafna
ragunijiet ghalih, tant qed jimpenja hsieb in-nies li I-bnedmin fir-
relazzjonijiet ta’ bejniethom ged isiru difficli, indifferenti u keshin, u qed
juru ruhhom zorri, aggressivi, mhux kapaci jitbissmu, isellmu, jghidu
grazzi, jinteressaw ruhhom fil-problemi ta’ l-ohrajn. Minhabba kompless
ta’ fatturi ekonomici, socjali u kulturali, is-socjetajiet l-aktar progrediti
huma mhassbin sewwa minhabba “sterilita” 1i hi fl-istess waqt spiritwali
u demografika.

Izda hi proprju minn din il-qaghda li twassal il- bniedem ghad-
disperazzjoni, li spiss tohrog ix-xewqa ta’ talb lil Dak 1i hu “il-Mulej li
jaghti l-hajja” ghax ma jistax jigri 1i I-bniedem ikun bla sens u bla tama.

3. It-tieni sinjal kbir tal-prezenza ta’ 1-Ispirtu fid-dinja hu d-dehra mill-
gdid tas-sens religjuz fost il-popli. Hu moviment, xi kull tant ambigwu,
izda li jurib’mod tassew zgur kemm humanegsin, fit-teorija u fil-prattika,
il-filosofiji u l-ideologiji minghajr Alla, il-materjalizmi li jillimitaw I-
orizzonti tal-bniedem ghal dak biss li hu fuq l-art. ll-bniedem mhuwiex
bizzejjed ghalih innifsu. Illum hi mxerrda ma’ kullimkien il-konvinzjoni
li I-hakma fuq in-natura u fuq l-univers, ix-xjenzi u t-teknika l-aktar
sofistikata mhumiex bizzejjed ghall-bniedem, ghax ma jaslux biex juruh
X'inhu t-tifsir ahhari ta” kull realta: huma biss strumenti u mhux l-ghan
ahhari tal-bniedem, tal-mixi 'l quddiem tal-gens kollu tal-bnedmin.

Irridu ninnotaw ukoll li, flimkien mal-qawmien religjuz, hemm ukoll
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il-fatt 1i fost il-popli qed jinxterdu dawk il-valuri evangelici li Kristu
nkarna fil-hajja tieghu (padi, gustizzja, fraternita, impenn favur dawk li
huma l-aktar ¢kejknin — ara encikl. Redemptoris missio, 3). Jekk ingisu I-
istorja ta’ dawn l-ahhar mitejn sena, ghandna nintebhu kemm kiber fost
il-popli l-gharfien tal-valur tal-persuna umana u tad-drittijiet tar-ragel u
tal-mara; l-aspirazzjoni universali ghall-paci; ix-xewga li jinghelbu I-
fruntieri u I-firdiet minhabba r-razza; it-tendenza ghal-lagghat bejn popli
u kulturi; it-tolleranza ta’ dak li jitgies differenti mill-bgija; l-impenn
f'hidmiet ta” solidarjeta u ta’ volontarjat; i¢-cahda ta’ l-awtoritarizmu fil-
politika bis-shuhija tad-demokrazija; u l-aspirazzjoni ghall-gustizzja
internazzjonali aktar meqjusa, l-iktar fil-qasam ekonomiku. .

Kif ma narawx f'dan kollu I-hidma tal-Providenza ta’ Alla li qed tmexxi
l-hidma tal-bnedmin u l-istorja ghall-qaghdiet ta’ hajja li jixirqu aktar lil
kulhadd? Ghalhekk ma jistax ikun li nkunu pessimisti. Il-fidi ' Alla
tistedinna nkunu ottimisti, b’dak l-ottimizmu li ]ohrog mill-Evangelju:

“Jekk inharsu fuq fuq lejn id-dinja ta’ llum, jolqtuna zgur il-hafna fatti
negattivi li naraw u jistghu jwassluna ghall-pessimizmu. IZzda ma hemmx
raguni ghal dan is-sentiment; ahna nemmnu f'Alla... u Alla ged ihejji
rebbiegha nisranija tassew ta’ l-ghageb, u ga qed nintebhu biha (ara
Encikl. Redemptoris missio, 86).

4. L-Ispirtu s-Santu hu prezenti fil-Knisja u ged imexxiha fil-missjoni
taghha (Ad gentes). Hu ta’ farag ghalina nkunu nafu li, mhux ahna, imma
l-Ispirtu s-Santu hu l-haddiem ewlieni tal-missjoni. Dan hu ta’ hena
ghalina, u jimliena bil-ferh, it-tama u I-qlubija. Il-missjunarju m’ghandux
ghalfejn joqghod jithasseb fuq ir-rizultati tal-hidma tieghu, ghax dawn
huma f'idejn’ Alla: il-missjunarju ghandu biss jimpenja ruhu bir-rizorsi
kollha li ghandu u jhalli lil Alla jahdem fil-fond. Barra dan, I-Ispirtu
jwassal il-prospettiva tal-hidma tal-Knisja sa truf l-art kollha. F'dan
tfakkarna kull sena 1-Gurnata Missjunarja u turina l-htiega li gatt ma naslu
biex nillimitaw l-orizzonti ta’ I-evangelizzazzjoni, imma nhalluhom dejjem
miftuhin b’'mod Ii jhaddnu l-familja kollha tal-bnedmin.

L-istess fatt li fil-Knisja, 1i twieldet mis-salib ta’” Kristu, hemm illum
ukoll persekuzzjoni u martirju, hu wkoll sinjal qawwi ta’ tama ghall-
missjoni. Dwar dan, kif ma niftakrux li xi missjunarji u xi fidili nsara wkoll
ghadhom joffru hajjithom f gieh l-isem ta’ Gest1? L-istorja wkoll ta’ dawn
l-ahhar snin turi li l-persekuzzjoni ggib insara godda u li t-tbatija, milqugha
f'gieh Kristu u I-Evangelju, hi mehtiega fuq li mehtiega ghall-kobor tas-
Saltna ta’ Alla. Nixtieq ukoll niftakar u nrodd hajr lil ghadd kbir ta’ nies,
li fis-skiet, fil-qadi taghhom ta” kuljum joffru lil Alla t-talb u t-tbatijiet
taghhom ghall-missjoni u ghall-missjunarji.
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5. Fil-Knejjes, imbaghad, il-prezenza ta’ I-Ispirtu tidher bhala sinjal iehor
ta’ qawwa kbira: il-komunitajiet insara godda huma mimlijin b’hegga ghall-
fidi u I-membri taghhom, l-aktar iz-Zzghazagh, qed ixsandruha b’konvizjoni
kbira. Id-dehra li ghandna quddiemna hi ghalhekk ta’ farag kbir. Dawk I-
insara li ghadhom kemm saru nsara, anzi dawk ukoll li ghadhom
katekumeni, ihossu b’qawwa kbira l-ispirazzjoni ta’ I-Ispirtu u, mimlifin
hegga ghall-fidi taghhom, isiru missjunarji fl-ambjent taghhom stess.

Il-hidma appostolika taghhom tohrog ukoll barra mill-pajjiz. Fl-Amerika
Latina, biex insemmi ezempju, gew imtennija bil-qawwa kollha l-prin¢ipju
u l-prattika tal-missjoni “ad gentes”, l-aktar wara l-ahhar zewg laqghat
tac-CELAM fi Puebla (1979) u f'Santo Domingo (1992). Saru hames
kungressi missjunarji latino-amerikani u l-isqfijiet, bi kburija liema bhalha,
volontarji — l-aktar fl-Afrika, minkejja I-htiega kbira li ghandhom <a’
haddiema appostolici.

F’dan il-kontinent imbaghad hemm id-drawwa li haddiema appostolici
jmorru minn nazzjon ghal nazzjon ohra: hi drawwa partikolari li qed
tidher bhala ghajnuna tal-Knejjes lil xulxin, u ma’ din id-drawwa hi
msiehba d-disponibbilta ghall-missjoni barra mill-pajjiz.

L-Assemblea spe¢jali ghall-Asja tas-Sinodu ta’ I-Isqfijiet, li saret f Rurna
fir-rebbiegha ta” din is-sena, uriet ¢ar xi spirtu missjunarju ghandhom il-
Knejjes ta” 1-Asja: fi hdanhom twaqqfu ghadd ta’ Istituti missjunarji ghall-
kleru djocesan: fl-Indja, fil-Filippini, fil-Korea, fit-Tajlandja, fil-Vietnam u
fil-Gappun. Insibu sacerdoti u religjuzi mill-Asja jahdmu fl-Afrika, fl-
Oceanja, fil-pajjizi tal-Lvant nofsani u fl-Amerika Latina.

6. Quddiem dawn il-hafna inizjattivi appostoli¢i f'kull rokna tad-dinja,
mhux haga tqila 1i tintebah 1i l-Ispirtu s-Santu ged juri ruhu fil-hafna

" karizmi li bihom qed tistaghna u tikber il-Knisja universali. L-Apposilu

San Pawl], fl-ewwel ittra lill-Korintin, jitkellem fit-tul dwar il-karizmi ki
jinghataw ghall-kobor tal-Knisja (kap 12-14). “Iz-zmien ta’ I-Ispirtu” li qed
nghixu ged imexxina dejjem aktar lejn varjeta ta’ espressjoni, lejn pluralizmu
ta’ metodi u ta’ forom, li fihom jidhru l-ghana u hajja tal-Knisja. Din hi
l-importanza tal-missjoni u tal-komunitajiet ekklesjastic¢i zghazagh, li ga
kienu ta’ ghajnuna, fis-skiet, ghat-tigdid fil-gid ta’ hajjithom. Hi haga
zgura li fit-tielet millennju se tidher sejha gdida ghall-missjoni universali
u, fl-istess waqt, l-inkulturazzjoni ta’ I-Evangelju min-naha tal-Knejjes tal-
post. :

7. Fl-enciklika Rdemptoris missio kont ktibt li fl-istorja tal-Knisja, il-
548 ’ ,
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hegga missjunarja dejjem kienet sinjal ta’ hajja, kif in-nuqqas ta’ din il-
hegga hu sinjal ta” krizi fil-fidi... Il-missjoni ggedded il-Knisja, issahhah
il-fidi u l-identita nisranija, taghti entuzjazmu gdid u motivazzjoni gdida
(ara n.2). ,

Ghalhekk naghmel stedina biex tigi mtennija, kontra kull pessimizmu,
il-fidi fil-hidma ta’ I-Ispirtu li jsejjah lil kull min jemmen ghall-qdusija u
ghall-impenn missjunarju. Ghadna kemm i¢¢elebrajna 1-175 anniversarju
ta’ I-Opra tal-Propagazzjoni tal-Fidi, imwaqgfa f Lyon fl-1822 minn lajka,
Pauline Jaricot, li taghha miexja 'l quddiem il-kawza tal-kanonizzazzjoni.
Din l-inizjattiva ghenet ghall-kobor fil-Knisja ta’ xi valuri fundamentali
li llum insibuhom fl-Opri Missjunarji Pontifiéji: il-valur ta’ 1-istess missjoni
li kapadi tnissel fil-Knisja 1-hajja tal-fidi, li tikber meta hemm l-impenn
biex twassalha lill-ohrajn: “Il-fidi tissahhah meta tinghata” (Redemptoris
missio, 2); is-siwi ta’ l-universalita ta’ l-impenn missjunarju, ghaliex
kulhadd, bla e¢cezzjoni, hu msejjah biex jghin bil-generozita kollha I-
missjoni tal-Knisja; it-talb, l-offerta tat-tbatijiet personali, ix-xhieda tal-
hajja, huma elementi ewlenin ghall-missjoni li jistghu jilhquhom l-ulied
kollha ta” Alla. ‘

Fl-ahharnett irrid infakkar il-vokazzjoni missjunarja “ad vitam”: jekk
il-Knisja hi kollha kemm hi missjunarja min-natura taghha stess, il-
missjunarji “ad vitam”, irgiel u nisa, huma s-sura ewlenija ta’ din in-
natura. Napprofitta ghalhekk minn din l-okkazjoni biex naghmel appell
lil dawk kollha, specjalment zghazagh, li huma impenjati fil-Knisja. Kont
ktibt fir-Redemptoris missio (n.1) li fil-missjoni jehtieg li nisimghu lehen
Kristu li sa llum ghadu jsejjah: “Ejjew, imxu warajja, u naghmilkom
sajjieda tal-bnedmin” (ara Mt 4,19). “Tibzghux! Ifthu I-bibien ta’ qalbkom
u ta’ hajjitkom lil Kristu! Hallu ‘1 min jimpenjakom fil-missjoni ghat-
thabbira tas-Saltna ta’ Alla: ghal dan il-ghan intbaghat il-Mulej” (ara Lq
4, 43), li ghadda din il-missjoni lid-dixxipli kollha tieghu tul iz-zminijiet.
Alla li qatt ma se jkun inqas generuz minna, jaghti lil kull wiehed mitt
darba aktar u l-hajja ta’ dejjem (ara Mt 19, 29).

Nafda f'idejn Marija, xbieha tal-missjunarjeta u Omm il-Knisja, lil dawk
kollha li, fil-missjoni Ad gentes u ' pajjizhom stess, tkun xi tkun il-qaghda
tal-hajja taghhom, qed jghinu t-thabbir ta’ I-Evangelju, u minn qalbi
naghtihom il-Barka Appostolika.

Mill-Vatikan, 31 ta’ Mejju, 1998, solennita ta’ Ghid il-Hamsin.

IONNES PAULUS PP. II
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Ittra Appostolika DIES DOMINI

LIL HUTI FL-EPISKO_PAT U LIS-SACERDOTI
Dahla

Huti gheziez ,

1. JUM IL-MULEJ - hekk kien jissejjah il-Hadd fi zmien 1-Appostli*
dejjem kien megqjus b’attenzjoni specjali fil-grajja tal-Knisja, minhabba r-
rabta li ghandu mal-qofol stess tal-misteru nisrani. Dan ghaliex, meta
nqisu z-zmien gimgha gimgha, il-Hadd dejjem ifakkarna fil-qawmien tal-
Mulej mill-imwiet. Hu 1-Ghid li jigi kull gimgha biex ni¢celebraw ir-rebha
ta’ Kristu fuq il-mewt u d-dnub, is-shuhija fih tal-holgien kollu u I-bidu
tal-“holgien gdid” (ara 2Kor 5,17). Hu ljum li jfakkarna fl-ewwel jum tad-
dinja, ahna u naduraw bil-hajr kollu taghna I-Hallieq ta” kollox, bil-harsa
kollha taghna, mimlija bit-tama, lejn I-ahhar jum, meta Kristu jerga’ jigi
fil-glorja (ara Atti 1, 11; ITes 4, 3-17) u jgedded kollox (Apok 21, 5)..

Bir-ragun kollu nistghu nghidu li kliem is-Salmista jfisser sewwa 1- -
Hadd: “Dan hu l-jum li ghamel il-Mulej: ha nifirhu u nithennew bih”
(Salm 118, 24). Din l-istedina ghall-ferh, 1i l-liturgija ta’ 1-Ghid taghmel
taghha, turi l-istaghgib tan-nisa li, wara li raw lil Kristu msallab, sabu 1-
qabar vojt, meta marru “kmieni hafna fl-ewwel jum tal-gimgha” (Mk 16,
2). Hi stedina biex nghixu mill-§did b’xi mod l-esperjenza taz-zewg
dixxipli ta’ Ghemmaws li hassu qalbhom “imhegga gewwa fihom” dak
il-hin }i Kristu kien miexi maghhom fit-triq, ifissrilhom l-Iskrittura u wera
mbaghad lilu nnifsu lithom “fil-gsim tal-hobz” (ara Lq 24, 32. 35). U turi
wkoll il-ferh - ghall-ewwel incert u mbaghad kbir fuq i kbir — ta’ I-
Appostli dakinhar stess filghaxija meta zarhom Kristu rxoxt u tahom il-
paci tieghu u l-Ispirtu qaddis tieghu (ara Gw 20, 19-21).

2. II-Qawmien ta” Kristu mill-imwiet hu 1-fatt fundamentali li fuqu hi
mibnija l-fidi nisranija (ara I Kor 15, 14). Hu fatt tassew ta’ l-ghageb, li
nilqghuh bid-dawl tal-fidi, u tieghu nghatat ix-xhieda minn dawk li kelthom
il-privilegg jaraw lil Kristu Rxoxt. Hi grajja ta” I-ghageb li mhux biss ma
hemmx ohra bhalha fil-grajja tal-bniedem, izda tinsab fil-qalba tal-misteru
taz-zmien. Dan ghaliex “ta’ Kristu hu kull Zmien u z-Zminijiet kollha”, kif
tfakkarna l-liturgija tal-Vgili ta’ 1-Ghid bit-tberik tal-blandun. Ghalhekk il-
Knisja hija u tfakkar jum il-Qawmien ta’ Kristu mill-imwiet, mhux darba
biss fis-sena imma kull nhar ta” Hadd, trid turi lil kull Zmien il-qofol ta’
l-istorja 1i lejh iwassal il-misteru tal-bidu tad-dinja u tad-destin taghha.
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Hi haga sewwa ghalhekk tippretendi, kif ghamlet omelija tar-raba'
seklu li “Jum il-Mulej” hu “Sid il-jiem kollha”2. Dawk li hadu l-grazzja
tal-fidi fi Kristu rxoxt zgur se jaslu biex ikollhom dik I-emozzjoni qawwija
li wasslet lil San Glormu jghid: “Il-Hadd hu jum il-qawmien mill-imwiet,
hu jum l-insara, hu ljum taghna”.?® Ghall-insara, il-Hadd hu I-“jum
fundamentali”? imwaqgqaf mhux biss biex juri lI-moghdija taz-zmien imma
wkoll biex juri t-tifsir I-aktar gholi tieghu.

3. L-importanza fundamentali tal-Hadd ingharfet tul elfejn sena tal-
grajja tal-bniedem, u giet imtennija bil-qawwa kollha mill-Konéilju Vatikan
I1. “Kull sebat ijiem il-Knisja ti¢celebra I-misteru ta’ 1-Ghid. Din hi tradizzjoni
li gejja minn zmien 1-Appostli, u bdiet minn dak il-jum stess li fih Kristu
gam mill-imwiet — jum li bir-ragun kollu jissejjah Jum il-Mulej” 5 I1-Papa
Pawlu VI tenna bil-qawwa kollha l-importanza ta’ dan il-jum, meta
approva 1-Kalendarju Generali Ruman u n-Normi universali li jirregolaw
is-Sena Liturgika.b It-tielet millennju li dalwaqt jasal jistieden lil kull min
jemmen biex jahseb fuq il-kors ta’ l-istoxja fid-dawl ta” Kristu, u jistedinna
wkoll biex b’hegga akbar naraw xi jfisser il-Hadd il-misteru tieghu, ic-
celebrazzjoni tieghu, it-tifsir tieghu ghall-hajja tan-nisrani u tal-bniedem.

Jien nifrah nara li fis-snin ta” wara 1-Konc¢ilju dan is-suggett importanti
mhux biss wassal ghal hafna interventi taghkom bhala ghalliema tal-fidi,
huti fl-Episkopat, imma wkoll zviluppajtu individwalment jew flimkien
ukoll hafna inizjattivi pastorali, bl-ghajnuna tal-kleru taghkom. Fuq 1-
ghatba tal-Gublew tas-sena 2000, din kienet ix-xewqa tieghi, li naghtikom
din 1-Ittra Appostolika biex nghinkom fl-isforzi pastorali taghkom f'dan
il-qasam hekk vitali. Izda fl-istess waqt irrid inkellem lilkom ukoll, insara
fidili, qisni spiritwalment prezenti fil-komunitajiet kollha li fihom tingabru
mar-raghajja taghkom, kull nhar ta’ Hadd biex ti¢¢elebraw 1-Ewkaristija
u “Jum il-Mulej”. Hafna mill-hsibijiet u l-intenzjonijiet 1i wassluni biex
nikteb din l-ittra kibru mieghi sa minn Zmien il-qadi episkopali tieghi
f'Krakow u, minn meta dhalt ghall-ministeru ta’ isqof ta’ Ruma, u Successur
ta’ San Pietru, miz-Zjajjar li ghamilt fil-parrocdi ta” Ruma, Zjajjar kull nhar
ta’ Hadd fi Zminijiet differenti tas-Sena Liturgika. Inhoss li din l-ittra qed
tkompli d-djalogu haj li nifrah li jkolli ma’ I-insara kollha, jiena u nahseb
flimkien maghkom X'ifisser il-Hadd u nuri ghaliex ghandna nghixu I-
Hadd bhala “Jum il- Mule]”, ukoll f'dawn iz-zminijiet ta” lum 1i kuljum
ged jinbiddlu. :

4. Sa ftit Zmien ilu, kienet haga tassew facli, fil-pajjizi tradizjonalment
- insara, li tigi mharsa l-qdusija tal-Hadd ghax kienet drawwa tista’ tghid
imxerrda ma’ kullimkien u wkoll ghaliexfl-organizzazzjoni tas-so¢jeta

551



Sl

BULLETTIN TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI

¢ivili, il-Hadd kien megqjus bhala jum fiss fit-tqassim tax-xoghol. Izda
Num, ukoll f'dawk il-pajjizi li jagharfu bil-ligi l-karattru festiv tal-Hadd,
it-tibdil li sehh fil-kundizzjonijiet so¢jo-ekonomici kullimkien spiss wasslu
tibdil fl-imgiba so¢jali u ghalhekk ghal tibdil ukoll fil-karattru tal-Hadd.
Id-drawwa tal-weekend xterdet dejjem aktar, Zmien ta’ mistrieh kull
gimgha, forsi ‘1 boghod hafna mid-dar u spiss b’impenji ta’ parte¢ipazzjoni
f'attivitajiet politici u sportivi li generalment isiru f'dawn il-granet ta’
mistrieh mix-xoghol ta’ kuljum. Dan il-fenomenu socjali u kulturali
m’huwiex nieqes minn hafna aspetti pozittivi, jekk iwassal ghall-progress
tan-nies u l-izvilupp tal-hajja tas-so¢jeta kollha kemm hi, sakemm jigu
rispettati I-valuri veri. Dan kollu jagbel mhux biss mal-htiega tal-mistrieh,
imma wkoll mal-htiega ta’ “festa” li hija parti mill-istess natura tal-
bniedem. Disgrazzjatament, meta l-Hadd jitlef it-tifsir fundamentali tieghu

u jsir biss parti mill-weekend, jista’ jwassal, biex il-bniedem jinghalaq -

f'orizzont hekk limitat tant li ma jasalx biex jara aktar “is-sema”’. U hekk,
ghalkemm lest biex jaghmel festa, isib ruhu mhux kapaci ghal dan.

Izda d-dixxipli ta’ Kristu, huma mistiedna jevitaw li jhawdu é-
¢elebrazzjoni tal-Hadd, li bhala ghan wahdieni ghandu jkollha I-qdusija
ta’ Jum il-Mulej, mal-weekend bhala biss zmien ta’ mistrieh. Biex dan
isehh, mehtieg kobor spiritwali shih, kobor li jaghti hila lill-insara li
“jkunu dak li huma”, fi gbil perfett mad-don tal-fidi, dejjem lesti biex
jaghtu kont tat-tama li ghandhom (ara IPiet 3, 15). Dan wassal ghall-fehrna
aktar fil-fond ta” x'inhu 1-Hadd tant li, f'qaghdiet difficli wkoll, ikuau
jistghu joqoghdu ghal kollox ghal dak li jnebbah l-Ispirtu.

5. Fid-dawl ta’ dan, il-qaghda tidher ftit imhawda. Min-naha hemm 1-
ezempju ta’ xi Knejjes godda, ghadhom jitwaqqfu, li juru b’liema hegga
jista’ jigi celebrat Jum il-Mulej, kemm fl-ibliet u kemm fl-irhula mxerrdin
ma’ kullimkien. F'pajjizi ohra tad-dinja, ghall-kuntrarju, minhabba inflwenzi
socjologici li ga semmejna, u forsi ghax hi wkoll dghaijfa 1-fidi, l-ghadd ta’
dawk 1i jmorru ghall-Quddies nhar ta’ Hadd hu baxx hafna. Fil-fehma ta’
hafna nsara tidher ged tonqos mhux biss il-fehma 1i 1-Ewkaristija hija ¢-
¢entru tal-hajja nisranija, imma wkoll ged jonqos is-sens tad-dmir ta’ radd
il-hajr lil Alla u ta’ talb lil Alla ma’ l-ohrajn fil-komunita tal-Knisja.

Hu veru wkoll li fil-pajjizi tal-missjoni u fil-pajjizi i haddnu I-Evangelju
mijiet ta” snin ilu, in-nuqqas ta’ sacerdoti hu hekk kbir, i ma tistax tigi
zgurata 1-Quddiesa kull nhar ta” Hadd f'kull komunita.

6. Minhabba I-hafna qaghdiet godda li hemm u l-kwistjonijiet li jinholqu
bihom, jidher li hi haga mehtiega wisq aktar minn qabel li jergghu
jinstabu l-pedamenti dottrinali li fughom mibni I-precett tal-Knisja dwar
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il-qdusija tal-Hadd, sabiex l-insara kollha jaraw b'mod ¢ar is-siwi tal-
Hadd ghall-hajja nisranija, siwi li qatt ma jista jigi nieqes. Meta naghmlu
dan, inkunu mixjin mit-triq tat-tradizzjoni antika tal-Knisja, imtennija bil-
gawwa kollha mill-Kon¢ilju Vatikan II fit-taghlim tieghu dwar il-Hadd:
‘L-insara ghandhom jingabru flimkien, biex ifakkru l-passjoni, il-qawmien
mill-imwiet u l-glorja tal-Mulej Gesti, billi jisimghu 1-Kelma t'Alla, u -
jissiehbu fl-Ewkaristija, u jroddu hajr lil Alla, li tahom twelid gdid f'tama
hajja bil-qawmien ta’ Kristu mill-imwiet” (ara I Piet 1, 3)%. '

7. Id-dmir tal-qdusija tal-Hadd, specjalment bit-tishib fl-Ewkaristija, u
b'mistrieh bi spirtu ta’ ferh u fraternitd nisranija, nifmuh malajr jekk
inqisu l-aspetti kollha ta’ dan il-jum, aspetti li fughom din l-Ittra trid
tkellimna.

II-Hadd hu jum li ghandu postu fil-qofol tal-hajja nisranija. Mill-bidu
tal-Pontifikat tieghi, qatt ma waqaft intenni: “Tibzghux! Ifthu berah il-
bibien lil Kristu”®. Hekk ukoll illum bil-qawwa koltha nheggeg lil kulhadd
biex jerga’ jsib il-Hadd. Tibzghux taghtu 1-hin taghkom lil Kristu. Iva,
ejjew nifthu zmienna lil Kristu, biex jitfa’ d-dawl tieghu fuqu u jurih it-
triq. Hu Dak li jaf x'inhu s-sigriet taz-zmien u s-sigriet ta’ l-eternita, u
jaghtina “il-jum tieghu” bhala don ta’ mhabba dejjem gdid. L-gharfien ta’
dan iljum hu grazzja li ghandna nitolbuha mhux biss biex nghixu dak
li titlob minna 1-fidi, imma wkoll biex inkunu nistghu nwiegbu bil-herqa
kollha ghat-tamiet l-aktar gholjin tal-bniedem. Iz-Zmien moghti lil Kristu,
- qatt ma hu Zmien mitluf, imma Zmien mirbuh biex ir-relazzjonijiet kollha
taghna u l-istess hajja taghna jkunu dejjem aktar umani.

Kap |
Dies Domini
I¢-celebrazzjoni tal-hidma tal-Hallieq
Kollox bih sar (Gw 1, 3)
8. Ghan-nisrani, il-Hadd hu qabel kollox ¢elebrazzjoni ta’ I-Ghid, kollha
kemm hi mdawla bid-dija ta’ Kristu rxoxt. Hi l-festa tal-“holgien gdid”.

Izda jekk nifhmuh sewwa, dan l-aspett ma nistghux nifirduh mill-ewwel
pagni ta’ I-Iskrittura li jghidulna x’kien il-pjan ta” Alla ghall-holqgien tad-
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dinja. Veru li I-Verb ta’ Alla sar bniedem “fil-milja taz-zZminijiet” (Gal 4,
4), imma hu veru wkoll li, minhabba l-misteru ta’ I-Iben etern tal-Missier,
hu 1-bidu u l-ghan tal-holgien kollu. “Kollox bih sar, u xejn ma sar
minghajru” (1, 3). Dan jghidu San Pawl ukoll fl-Ittra lill-Kolossin “fih
kien mahluq kollox, fis-sema u fl-art, dak kollu li jidher u dak kollu 1i
ma jidhirx... kollox bih u ghalih kien mahluq” (Kol 1, 16). Din il-
prezenza attiva ta’ I-Iben fil-hidma tal-holgien ta” Alla tidher fis-shuhija
kollha taghna fil-misteru ta’ 1-Ghid, meta Kristu, imqajjem tassew, “I-

-ewwel frott fost dawk li raqdu” (I Kor 15, 20), waqqaf il-holgien gdid

u beda dak il-process li hu stess ghad itemm meta jerga’ jigi “biex jerhi
s-saltna f'idejn il-Missier... sabiex Alla jkun kollox f'kollox” (I Kor 15,
24.28).

Sa mis-sebh tal-holgien il-pjan ta” Alla kien jitlob ‘il-missjoni kosmika”
ta” Kristu, L-aspett Kristo¢entriku, li jhaddan iz-zmien kollu kemm hu,
deherli ghogob 1il Alla, meta Dan, wara li temm l-opra tal-holgien “bierek
is-seba’ jum u qaddsu” (Gen 2, 3). Skond is-sacerdot kittieb ta’ din 1-ewwel
grajja bibblika tal-holgien, twieled is-“Sibt”, li ta lill-ewwel Patt il-karattru
tieghu, u b’xi mod habbar il-jum qaddis tal-Patt il-Gdid u ghal dejjem. II-
“mistrieh ta’ Alla” (ara Gen 2, 2) u l-mistrieh 1i Alla offra lill-poplu ta’
l-Esodu meta wasal fl-Art imweghda (ara Es 13, 15; Dewt 3, 20; 12. 9; Goz.
21, 44; Salm 95, 11), jinqara fit-Testment il-Gdid f'dawl gdid, dak tal-
“mistrieh tas-Sibt” (Lhud 4, 9) definittiv, 1i fih Kristu nnifsu dahal Eil-
gqawmien tieghu mill-imwiet. Il-poplu ta” Alla hu msejjah biex jidhol f'dan
il-mistrieh billi jibqa’ dejjem miexi fuq l-ezempju ta’ Kristu fl-ubbidjenza
lejn il-Missier (ara Lhud 4, 3-16). Mela jekk irridu nifhmu sewwa X'ifisser
il-Hadd, irridu nergghu naqraw l-istorja kbira tal-holgien u nifhmu akfar
fil-fond it-teologija tas-Sibt.

Fil-bidu Alla halaq is-sema u l-art (Gen 1, 1)

9 L-istil poetiku tal-grajja tal-Genesi juri sewwa l-ghageb tal-poplu
quddiem l-immensita tal-holgien u s-sens ta” adorazzjoni li johrog minn
dan l-istaghgib ghal Dak li halaq dan kollu mix-xejn. Hi grajja ta’ tifsir
religjuz tassew kbir, grajja li ma tieqaf qgatt turi li 1-Hallieq ta' -Univers
hu biss il-Mulej, kontra kull tendenza li ma tonqos qatt li taghmel alla 1-
istess dinja. Fl-istess waqt, hi wkoll innu ghat-tjieba tal-holgien, kollu
kemm hu mfassal mill-id setghana u hanina ta’ Alla.

“Alla ra li kien tajjeb” (Gen 1, 10.12...) Din is-sentenza mtennija tul il-
grajja kollha, titfa’ dawl hieni fuq kull element ta” l-univers u thalli z-
zmien stess jurina s-sigriet biex nifhmu d-dinja u ngedduha: id-dinja hi
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tajba sakemm tibqa’ marbuta mal-bidu taghha u, wara li thassret mid-
dnub, mill-gdid saret tajba, meta, bl-ghajnuna tal-grazzja, regghet lura
ghand Dak li halagha. Hi haga cara li dan il-process direttament ma
jolgotx lil ebda haga bla hajja u lill-annimali, imma biss il-bnedmin li gew
moghtija d-don ta” siwibla gjies, u ta' riskju wkoll: il-liberta. Inmedjatament
wara l-grajjet tal-holgien I-Iskrittura turi x'’kuntrast drammatiku hemm
bejn il-kobor tal-bniedem, mahluq fuq is-sura u x-xbieha ta” Alla, u I-
waqgha tal-bniedem li wasslet lid-dinja d-dlamijiet tad-dnub u tal-mewt
(ara Gen 3).

10. L-univers, ghax maghmul minn id Alla, ghandu fih is-sinjal tal-
kobor ta” Alla. Hu dinja ta’ gmiel liema bhalu, li jgieghelna nistghagbu
. u nifirhu, izda wkoll jistedinna nahdmuh u nizviluppawh. Meta Alla
“temm” il-hidma tieghu, id-dinja kienet imhejjija ghall-hidma tal-
bniedem. “Fis-seba’ jum Alla temm ix-xoghol tieghu kollu li kien ghamel
u wagqaf fis-seba’ jum mix-xoghol tieghu li kien ghamel” (Gen 2, 2). B’din
id-dehra antropomorfika tax-“xoghol” ta’ Alla, l-Iskrittura mhux biss
taghtina hjiel tar-relazzjoni misterjuza bejn il-Hallieq u d-dinja mahluqa,
imma wkoll iddawlilna I-hidma taghna l-bnedmin f'relazzjoni ma’ I-
univers. Ix-“xoghol” ta” Alla b’xi mod hu ezempju ghall-bniedem, imsejjah
mhux biss biex jghix fl-univers, imma wkoll biex jibnih, u hekk isir
“sieheb fix-xoghol” ma’ Alla. Kif ktibt fl-enciklika Laborem exercens l-
ewwel kapitli tal-Ktieb tal-Genesi huma b’xi mod l-ewwel Evangelju
tax-xoghol'?. Din hi verita 1i 1-Kon¢ilju Vatikan II insista hafna fugha.
“Mahluq xbieha ta” Alla, il-bniedem gie mqabbad jahkem fuq l-art u kull

ma fiha, imexxi d-dinja bil-gustizzja u l-qdusija, u, huwa u jaghraf 1il
Alla bhala I—Halheq ta” kollox, iqis lilu nnifsu u kull haga f'relazzjoni

ma’ Alla, sabiex l-isem ta’ Alla jkun imsebbah fuq I-art ghaliex kollox
~ hu sottomess ghalih”.!!

II-progress tassew ta’ I-ghageb fix-xjenza, fit-teknologija u fil- kultura
 fis-suriet kollha taghhom — zvilupp tassew ta’ l-ghageb dejjem aktar
sejjer ‘il quddiem b’ghageb liema bhalu — hu l-konsegwenza storika tal-
missjoni li Alla ried jafda lill-bniedem: il-hidma u r-responsabbilta li
jimla d-dinja u jahkimha bil-hidma tieghu, fil-harsien tal-ligi ta" Alla.

“Shabbat”, il-mistrieh ferriehi tal-Hallieq
11. Jekk l-ewwel pagni tal-Ktieb tal-Genesi juruna x-" "xoghol” ta” Alla

bhala ezempju ghall bniedem, dan hu veru wkoll ghall-“mistrieh” ta”

Alla... “Fis-seba’ jum Alla temm ix-xoghol tieghu kollu li kien ghamel”
(Gen 2, 2). Hawn ukoll ghandna antropomorfizmu mimli b’ghana ta” tifsir.
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Hi fehma fiergha li 1-“mistrieh” ta’ Alla kien xi sura ta’ nuqqas ta’
attivitd min-naha ta’ Alla. Min-natura taghha stess, il-hidma kreattiva ta’
Alla, li biha nholqot id-dinja, ma tieqaf qatt, u Alla dejjem jahdem, kif cjal

“Gest1 meta tkellem dwar il-kmandament tas-Sibt: “Missieri ghadu jahdem

sa issa, mela nahdem jien ukoll” (Gw 5.17). Il-mistrieh ta’ Alla fis-seba’
jum ma jghidx li fis-seba’ jum Alla ma ghamel xejn, imma juri bil-qawwa

~ kollha l-milja ta’ dak kollu li sar. Qisu kliem bhal li kieku Alla waqaf

jikkontempla x-xoghol “tajjeb hafna” li ghamel (Gen 1, 31), ix-xoghol li
ghamlu jdejh, biex fuqu jitfa’ harsa kollha hena. Hi harsa “kontemplattiva”

li mhux qed thares lejn xoghlijiet godda imma qed tithenna b’dak li ga
sar. Hi l-harsa li Alla ghandu fuq kollox, izda b’mod spe(:jali fuq il-
bniedem, il-qofol tal-holgien. Hi harsa li ga qged turi xi haga mis-sura ta’
gherusija 1i Alla jrid ikollu mal-kreaturi mahluqa xbieha tieghu, bis-sejha
li jaghmel lil din il-kreatura ghall-patt ta" mhabba mieghu. Dan hu dak
i Alla ghad jaghmel bil-mod il-mod, bl-offerta tas-salvazzjoni lill-gens
kollu tal-bnedmin permezz tal-patt salvifiku maghmul ma’ Izrael u
mitmum fi Kristu. Ikun il-Verb ta’ Alla maghmul bniedem, bid-don
eskatologiku ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu u bid-dehra tal-Knisja bhala 1-Gisem
tieghu ul-Gharusa tieghu, li jwassal lill-gens kollu tal-bnedmin id-don tal-
hniena u s-sejha ghall-imhabba tal-Missier.

12. Fil-pjan ta’” Alla 1-Hallieq hemm kemm ghazla u kemm rabta bejn
l-ordni tal-holgien u l-ordni tas-salvazzjoni. Dan jurih sewwa t-Testment
il-Qadim, meta jorbot il-precett tas-shabbat mhux biss mal-mistrieh
misterjuz ta’ Alla wara l-jiem tal-holgien (ara Es 20, 8-11) imma wkoll mas-
salvazzjoni li joffri lil Izrael mill-helsien mill-jasar ta’ 1-Egittu (ara Dewt
5, 12-15). Alla, li jistrieh fis-seba’ jum, u jifrah bil-holqien, hu l-istess Alla
li juri l-glorja tieghu bil-helsien ta’ wliedu mill-mohgqrija tal-Farghun.
Nistghu nghidu, ahna u nuzaw xebh ghaziz ghall-Profeti, li Alla kemm
fil-holgien u kemm fil-helsien ta’ Izrael juri ruhu bhala Gharus quddiem
gharustu (ara Hos 2, 16-24; Ger 2, 2; Is 54, 4-8).

Kif jissuggerulna'® xi elementi tat-tradizzjoni Lhudija, biex naslu fil-
qofol tas-shabbat tal-mistrieh ta” Alla rridu ngharfu l-qawwa kollha ta’
l-gherusija li tfisser ir-relazzjoni ta’ Alla mal-poplu tieghu kemm fit-
Testment il-Qadim u kemm fit-Testment il-Gdid. Hosegha, biex i insemmu

. ezempiju, dan ifissru f' din is-silta tassew ta’ I-ghageb. “F'dak ﬂ-jum naghmel

patt ghalihom mal-bhejjem tar-raba’ u mat-tjur ta’ l-ajru, ma’ l-annimali

- lijitkaxkru ma’ l-art, u nkisser minn fuq l-art il-qaws, ix-xabla u l-gwerra;

kulhadd jorqod mohhu mistrieh. Ghal dejjem ngharsek mieghi, ngharrsek

- mieghi fis-sewwa u l-haqqg, fl-imhabba u l-hniena, b'rabta fidila jiena

ngharrsek mieghi u int taghraf il-Mulej” (2, 20-22).
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Bierek Alla s-seba’ jum u gaddsu (Gen 2, 3)

13. Il-precett tas-Sibt li fl-ewwel Patt ihejji ghall-Hadd tal-Patt il-Gdid
u ghal dejjem, ghandu ghalhekk I-gheruq tieghu fil-fond tal-pjan ta” Alla.
Hu ghalhekk li, kontra hafna precetti ohra, mhux wiehed mill-hafna
direttivi dwar il-kult, imma hu parti mid-Dekalogu, mill-“ ghaxar kelmiet”,
il-pedamenti tal-hajja morali miktuba fil-qalb ta’ kull bniedem. Il-fatt li
dan il-precett hu parti mill-istruttura bazika ta’ l-etika, wassal 1il Izrael,
umbaghad lill-Knisja, biex igisuh mhuxbiss semphc1ment bhala dixxiplina
religjuza komunitarja, imma bhala espressjoni li ma tithassar qatt tar-
relazzjoni taghna ma’ Alla, imhabbra u mxandra mit-tradizzjoni bibblika.
Hu f'dan id-dawl li l-insara llum iridu jergghu jsibu dan il-precett.
Ghalkemm jista’ jinghaqad b’'mod naturali mal-htiega tal-mistrieh ghall-
bniedem, hi I-fidi biss li twassal il-bniedem biex jaghraf it-tifsir gholi
tieghu u jara li ma jsirx xi haga fiergha u ta’ ftit kont.

14. Ghalhekk il-Hadd hu l-ewwelnett jum ta’ mistrieh ghaliex hu jum
“imbierek” minn Alla, u “mqaddes” minnu, u maghzul mill-granet l-ohra
biex ikun fosthom “jum il-Mulej”.

Biex nifhmu sewwa x'ried ifisser l-ewwel rakkont bibbliku tal-holgien
meta jghid li ghandna “nqaddsu” is-Sibt, irridu nqisu l-grajja kollha li
b'mod l-aktar ¢ar turina kif kull realta, bla ebda ec¢tezzjoni, ghandha
relazzjoni ma’ Alla. Iz-zmien u l-ispazju huma ta” Alla. M'huwiex Alla ta’
jum wiehed biss, imma hu Alla tal-jiem kollha ta’ l-umanita.

" Meta nghidu li Alla “jgaddes” is-seba’ jum b’barka spedjali u jaghmlu
“ljum tieghu” kollu kemm hu, dan ghandna nifhmuh fid-dawl tad-
dinamizmu tad-djalogu tal-Patt, anzi tad-djalogu ta” 1-“Gherusija”. Dan
hu dak id-djalogu li ma jafx b’'wagqfien, u i ma hu qatt dejjem l-istess, ghax
juza hafna “registri” ta’ mhabba, minn dawk ordinarji u indiretti sa dawk
kollhom hegga, li I-kliem ta’ 1-Iskrittura u x-xhieda ta’ hafna misti¢i ma
jibzghux ifissruhom bi xbihat mehudin mill-esperjenza ta’ I-imhabba tal-
mizzewgin.

15. II-hajja kollha tal-bniedem, u ghalhekk il-hin kollu tal-bniedem irid
ikun innu ta’ tifhir lill-Hallieq, innu ta’ radd il-hajr lilu. Izda r-relazzjoni
tal-bniedem ma’ Alla titlob ukoll Zmien ta’ talb espli¢itu, Zmien li fih ir-
relazzjoni tal-bniedem ma’ Alla ssir djalogu kollu hegga, 1i jimpenja kull
d1mens]on1 tal-persuna tal-bniedem. “Jum il-Mulej” hu b’mod spegjali 1-
- jum ghal din ir-relazzjoni, hu I-jum li fih l-irgiel u n-nisa kollha jghannu.
lil Alla u lehenhom ikun lehen il-holgien kollu.

Hu proprju ghalhekk li dan il-jum hu wkoll il-jum tal-mistrieh. Hu jum
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1i jitkellem b'mod tassew haj dwar “tigdid” u “wagqfien” mir-ritmu spiss
tassew iebes tax-xoghol ta’ kuljum: b’hekk juri kemm il-bniedem u I-
univers kollu jiddependu minn Alla. Kollox hu ta” Alla. Jum il-Mulej jigi
u jerga’ jigi regolarment biex ihabbar dan il-principju fit-tqassim taz-
zmien f gimghat. Is-Sibt ghalhekk gie mfisser u mfakkar bhala element
determinanti ta’ dik “l-arkitettura mqaddsa” taz-zmien, li turina 1-
rivelazzjoni bibblika.!® Ifakkarna li I-univers u I-istorja huma ta” Alla, u
jekk il-bniedem ma jintebahx kontinwament b’din il-verita ma jkunx jista’
jghix fid-dinja bhala msieheb mal-Hallieq fix-xoghol.

“Tiftakar” biex “tqaddes”

16. Il-kmandament tad-Dekalogu li bih Alla ordna l-harsien tas-Sibt
insibuh fil-Ktieb ta’ 1-Esodu b'mod tassew car: “Ftakar fjum is-Sibt u
qaddsu” (Es 20, 8). Il-ktieb ispirat imbaghad ikompli jghid 1i jum is-Sibt
ghandu jkun imhares ghax ifakkar fix-xoghol ta’ Alla. “Ghax f'sitt ijiem
il-Mulej ghamel is-smewwiet u l-art, il-bahar u kull ma hemm fihom, u
strieh fis-seba’ jum. Ghalhekk il-Mulej bierek is-seba’ jum u qaddsu” (Es
20,11). Qabel jghidilna x’ghandu jsir, il-kmandament jghidilna bil-hegga
kollha li hemm xi haga li trid tigi mfakkra. Hi sejha biex niftakru fl-opra
kbira u fundamentali ta’ Alla li hi 1-holqien, tifkira li ghandha tispira 1-
hajja religjuza kollha tal-bniedem sal-jum li fih il-bniedem hu msejjah biex
jistrieh. Il-mistrieh ghalhekk jikseb valur religjuz: l-insara huma msejhin
mhux biss biex jistriehu kif Alla strieh, imma wkoll biex jistriehu fil-Mulej,
huma u jwasslu l-holgien kollu b’tifhir u radd il-hajr lil Alla, f'intimita
bhal dik ta’ tifel Zghir u fi hbiberija ta’ gherusija.

17 Ir-rabta bejn il-mistrieh tas-Sibt u “tifkira” ta’ l-ghegubijiet ta” Alla
jinsabu fil-Ktieb tad-Dewteronomju (5, 12-15), fejn il-precett hu inqas
marbut mal-hidma tal-holqien u aktar max-xoghol tal-helsien li ghamel
Alla fl-Esodu. “Ftakar li int kont ilsir fl-art ta’ 1-Egittu, u 1-Mulej, Alla
tieghek, hargek minn hemm b’id qawwija u driegh merfugh, ghalhekk
Alla tieghek ordnalek li thares jum is-Sibt” (Dewt 5, 15). '

Dan il-kliem ghandna nqisuh bhala gieghed ikompli 1-kliem 1i rajna
qabel u mehudin flimkien iz-Zewg siltiet ta” kliem juruna X'inhu t-tifsir

a’ “Jum il-Mulej” f'dehra teologika wahda li tghaqqad flimkien il-holgien
u s-salvazzjoni.

Ghalhekk il-hsieb ewlieni tal-precett mhuwiex biss sempli¢i waqfien

-mix-xoghol, imma fuq kollox ¢elebrazzjoni ta’ l-ghegubijiet li Alla ghamel. -

Sakemm din it-“tifkira” tibqa’ tifkira hajja, kollha radd il-hajr u tifhir ta’
Alla, il-mistrieh tal-bniedem fjum il-Mulej jikseb tifsir shifh. Hu hawn 1i
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I-bniedem jidhol fil-fond tal-“mistrieh” ta’ Alla, u jkollu xi hjiel tal-ferh
tal-Hallieq li wara l-holgien ra li kull ma kien ghamel kien sewwa hafna
(Gen 1, 3).

Mis-Sibt sal-Hadd

18. Ghaliex it-tielet kmandament jiddependi mit-tifkira ta” I-ghegubijiet
ta’ Alla ghas-salvazzjoni tad-dinja, u ghaliex l-insara fehmu x'kien iz-
zmien gdid definittiv li Kristu tah bidu gdid, l-ewwel jum ta’ wara s-Sibt
sar jum ta’ festa, ghax kien iljum li fih il-Mulej gam mill-imwiet. Il-
misteru ta’ 1-Ghid ta” Kristu hu rivelazzjoni shiha tal-misteru tal-bidu tad-
dinja, il-milja tal-grajja tas-salvazzjoni, u l-anti¢ipazzjoni tat-tmiem
eskatologiku tad-dinja.

Dak li Alla ghamel fil-holgien u dak li ghamel ghall-poplu tieghu fl-
Esodu kellu I-espressjoni shiha tieghu fil-mewt u l-qawmien ta’ Kristu,
ghalkemm it-tmiem definittiv tieghu ma jsehhx qabel il-Parousia meta
Kristu jerga’ jigi fil-glorja. Fih it-tifsira “spiritwali” tas-Sibt issehh fil-milja
kollha taghha, kif jikteb San Girgor il-Kbir: “Ghalina s-Sibt tassew hu I-
persuna tal-Feddej taghna, Sidna Gesli Kristu”.™ Din hi r-raguni ghaliex
il-ferh li bih Alla kkontempla fl-ewwel Sibt ta’ l-umanita, kulma gie
mahluq mix-xejn, issa jfisser il-ferh 1i gab Kristu fHadd il-Ghid meta
deher fost id-dixxipli u waslilhom id-don tal-paci u d-don ta’ l-Ispirtu s-
Santu (ara Gw 20, 19-23). Kien fil-misteru ta’ 1-Ghid li l-umanit3, flimkien
mal-holgien kollu, li “ghadu sissa jitniehed fl-ugiegh tal-hlas” (Rum 8,
22), waslet biex taghraf 1-“esodu” 1-gdid li wassalha ghall-helsien ta’ wlied
Alla, li flimkien ma’ Kristu jistghu jghidu; “ Abba Missier” (Rum 8, 15; Gal
4, 6). Fid-dawl ta’ dan il-misteru, it-tifsir tal-precett tat-Testment il-Qadim
dwar Jum il-Mulej jinstab, perfezzjonat u rivelat fil-milja kollha tieghu,
fil-glorja li tiddi f'wic¢ Kristu rxoxt (ara 2Kor 4, 6). Nitilqu mis-Sibt u naslu
“fl-ewwel jum wara s-Sibt”, mis-seba’ jum sa l-ewwel jum: id-Dies Domini
ssir id-Dies Christi.
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Kap I
Dies Christi

Jum Kristu rxoxt u d-don ta’ l-Ispirtu s-Santu

L-Ghid ta’ kull gimgha

19. “Niccelebraw il-Hadd minhabba 1-qawmien kollu gieh tal-Mulej
Gestt Kristu mill-imwiet, u dan naghmluh mhux biss fi Zmien il-Ghid
imma fil-bidu ta’ kull gimgha”?®, kiteb il-Papa Innocenz I fil-bidu tas-seklu
hamsa, u hekk wera li din kienet drawwa li kienet ilha tezisti u kienet
zviluppat mill-ewwel snin wara l-qawmien ta’ Kristu mill-imwiet, San
Bazilju jitkellem dwar il-“Hadd qaddis” moghti gieh bil-qawmien %a’
Kristu mill-imwiet, l-ewwel frott tal-jiem l-ohra kollha”%, u Santu Wistin
isejjah il-Hadd bhala “sagrament ta’ 1-Ghid”?7.

Ir-rabta intima bejn il-Hadd u I-qawmien ta’ Kristu mill-imwiet, tidker
bil-qawwa kollha taghha fil-Knejjes kollha tal-lvant u tal-punent. B'mod

- partikolari fit-tradizzjoni tal-Knejjes tal-lvant kull Hadd hu anastasimos

hemera (jum il-qawmien mill-imwiet)’®, hu ghalhekk li -Hadd hu fil-
qalba tal-gima ta’ Alla.

Fid-dawl ta’ din it-tradizzjoni li qatt ma tbiddlet u hi mxerrda ma’

kullimkien, hi haga ¢erta li Jum il-Mulej, ghalkemm ghandu I-

gheruq tieghu fil-hidma stess tal-holgien, u wisq aktar fil-misteru tal-
“mistrien” bibbliku ta’ Alla, jitlob dejjem li nharsu lejn il-
gawmien mill-imwiet tal-Mulej, jekk irridu nifhmu sewwa x’inhu. Dan
hu 1i jigri fil-Hadd nisrani li kull gimgha jwassal lill-insara biex
jimmeditaw u jghixu l-grajja ta” 1-Ghid, il-veru bidu tas-salvazzjcni
tad-dinja.

20. Skond ix-xhieda ta” 1-Evangelji kollha, il-qawmien ta’ Kristu mill-
imwiet sehh “fl-ewwel jum wara s-Sibt” (Mk 16, 2.5; Lq 24, 1; Gw 20, 1).
Dakinhar stess Geslt deher liz-zewg dixxipli ta’ Ghemmaws (ara Lq 24,
13-35) u lit-tnax-il Appostlu migburin flimkien (ara Lq 24, 36; Gw 20, 19).
Gimgha wara — kif jirrakkontalna 1-Evangelju ta’ San Gwann (ara 20, 26)
— id-dixxipli regghu kienu jinsabu migburin flimkien meta Gesit rega’
dehrilhom u wera lilu nnifsu lil Tumas, billi wrieh il-marki tal-passjoni.
Jum Ghid il-Hamsin — l-ewwel jum tat-tmien gimgha wara 1-Ghid tal-
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Lhud (ara Atti 2, 1), meta l-weghda maghmulha minn Gest lid-dixxipli
wara l-qawmien mill-imwiet sehhet bil-migja ta” l-Ispirtu s-Santu (ara
Lq 24, 49; Atti 1, 4-5) kien ukoll jum il-Hadd. Dan kien il-jum ta’ l-ewwel
thabbira u ta” l-ewwel maghmudijiet. Pietru habbar lill-folla li ngemghet
li Kristu kien irxoxta u “dawk li laqghu kliemu tghammdu” (Atti 2,1).
Din kienet l-epifanija tal-Knisja li dehret bhala l-poplu li fih jinghaqdu
flimkien, minkejja d-differenzi kollha taghhom, l-ulied ta’ Alla li kienu
xterdu.

L-ewwel jum tal-gimgha

21. Hu ghalhekk li sa minn zmien l-Appostli, “I-ewwel jum ta” wara
s-Sibt”, l-ewwel jum tal-gimgha, beda imexxi r-ritmu tal-hajja tad-dixxipli
tal-Mulej (ara IKor 16, 2). “L-ewwel jum wara s-Sibt” kien ukoll il§um li
fih il-fidili ta” Troas kienu migburin flimkien ghall-“qsim tal-hobz”, meta
San Pawl selmilhom qabel tbieghed minnhom, u b'miraklu ta I-hajja mill-
gdid liz-zaghzugh Ewtike (Atti 20, 7-12). I-Ktieb ta” I-Apokalissi hu
xhieda tad-drawwa li ssejjah l-ewwel jum tal-gimgha Jum il-Mulej (1,10).
Din issa kienet il-karatteristika li taghzel lill-insara mid-dinja madwarhom.
Sa mill-bidu tat-tieni mitt sena, Plinju 2-Zghir, gvernatur tal-Bitinja, fir-
rapport tieghu jinnota li l-insara kellhom id-drawwa li fjum wiehed,
gabel ma jisbah, jingabru flimkien biex ikantaw innu lil Kristu, bhallikieku
kien Alla."” U meta l-insara kienu jitkellmu fuq “Jum il-Mulej”, dan kienu
jaghmluh huma u jaghtu tifsir shih lit-thabbira ta’ 1-Ghid: “Gestt Kristu
hu 1-Mulej” (Fil 2, 11; ara Atti 2, 36; IKor 12, 3). B'hekk lil Kristu nghata
l-istess titolu li bih is-Sebghin kienu jaghtu lil Dak li fir-rivelazzjoni tat-
Testment il-Qadim kien imfiser bil-kelma YHWH, li qatt ma kien permess
li tigi mtennija.

22. F'dawk l-ewwel Zminijiet insara, it-tqassim tal-granet f'gimgha ma
kienx parti mill-hajja tal-pajjizi fejn thabbar l-Evangelju, u l-jiem ta’ festa
tal-Griegi u tar-Rumani ma kinux jahbtu mal-Hadd nisrani. Kienet ghalhekk
haga difficli hafna ghall-insara li jharsu Jum il-Mulej f'jum determinat tal-
gimgha. Hu ghalhekk li l-insara kienu jiltaqghu qabel jisbah.2 Izda t-
tqassim tal-granet f' gimghat kellu jidhol ghax mibni fuq it-Testment il-
Gdid, u marbut mar-rivelazzjoni tat-Testment il-Qadim. Fuq dan kienu
jinsistu sewwa l-Apologisti u Missirijiet il-Knisja fil-kitba u l-predikazzjoni
taghhom. Huma u jitkellmu fuq il-misteru ta’ I-Ghid, kienu jaghmlu uzu
mill-istess siltiet ta’ I-Iskrittura li, skond ix-xhieda ta’ San Luqa (ara 24,
27; 44, 47), Kristu nnifsu kien fisser lid-dixxipli. Fid-dawl ta’ dawn is-
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siltiet, i¢-celebrazzjoni ta’ Jum il-Qawmien mill-imwiet kisbet valur
dottrinali u simboliku, kapaci jfisser il-misteru nisrani kollu kemm hu
bhala haga tassew gdida.

L-ghazla bil-mod il-mod tal-Hadd mis-Sibt

23. Hu dan it-tigdid li 1-katekezi ta’ l-ewwel zminijiet kisbet bhala
l-haga l-aktar importanti tul I-ewwel mijiet ta” snin, hija u tipprova turi
kemm kien agqwa mis-Sibt Lhudi 1-Hadd nisrani. Kien is-Sibt, il-jum li
fih il-Lhud kienu jingabru fis-sinagogi u kienu jistriehu skond kif
kienet tordnalhom il-Ligi. L-Appostli, u San Pawl b’'mod partikolari,
ghall-ewwel kienu jinghaqdu mal-gemgha fis-sinagoga, biex hemm
ikunu jistghu jhabbru ‘1 Kristu, huma u jfissru “kliem il-Profeti li
jinqara kull nhar ta’ Sibt” (Atti 13, 27); xi komunitajiet insara baqghu
jharsu s-Sibt, waqt li kienu jiccelebraw ukoll il-Hadd. Izda z-zewg
granet ma damux ma jintghazlu minn xulxin b’mod aktar ¢ar, l-aktar
bhala reazzjoni ghal dawk l-insara li ghax kienu Lhud kienu mhajrin
ukoll li jzommu I-precett tas-Sibt. San Injazju ta” Antjokja jikteb. “Jekk
dawk li kienu jghixu skond il-qaghda ta” qabel, issa waslu ghal tama
gdida, u mhux iharsu aktar is-Sibt imma qed ji¢celebraw Jum il-Mulej,
iljum 1i fih hajjitna ggedded bih u bil-mewt tieghu... dak il-misteru
li minnu ksibna 1-fidi taghna u fiha nzommu shih biex nitqiesu bhala
dixxipli ta’ Kristu, I-Imghallem wiehed taghna, kif nistghu nghixu
minghajr1 meta l-profeti wkoll, dixxipli tieghu fl-Ispirtu, stennewh
bhala l-imghallem?”?' Santu Wistin min-rdha tieghu jghid “Mela 1-
Mulej innifsu gieghed is-sigill fuq il-jum tieghu, li hu t-tielet jum wara
jum il-passjoni. Izda fil-mixja tal-gimghat hu t-tmien jum wara s-seba’,
jigifieri wara s-Sibt, u l-ewwel jum tal-gimgha”.2? L-ghazla tal-Hadd,
mis-Sibt Lhudi, issahhet aktar fil-hsieb tal-Knisja, ghalkemm kien hemm .
xi zminijjiet fl-istorja, meta minhabba l-emfasi li kien hemm dwari I-
mistrieh tal-Hadd, Jum il-Mulej sar aktar jixbah is-Sibt Lhudi. Kien
hemm ukoll gruppi ta’ nsara li kienu jharsu kemm is-Sibt u kemm il-
Hadd, li kienu jgisuhom “jiem ahwa”.?®

Jum il-holqgien gdid

Paragun bejn il-Hadd nisrani u d-dehra tas-Sibt skond it-Testment
il-Qadim, wassal ghall-fehmiet teologi¢i ta’ interess kbir. B'mod
partikolari, dehret ir-rabta wahdanija bejn il-Qawmien u 1-Holgjien. II-
hsieb nisrani minnufih rabat il-Qawmien mill-imwiet, li sehh “fl-ewwel
jum tal-gimgha” ma’ l-ewwel jum tal-gimgha kosmika (ara Gen 1, 1-
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2, 4) li jaghti bidu ghall-grajja tal-holgien fil-Ktieb tal-Genesi: jum il-
holgien tad-dawl (Gen 1, 3-5). Din ir-rabta wasslet ghall-fehma tal-
Qawmien mill-imwiet bhala holgien gdid, li tieghu l-ewwel frott hu
Kristu fil-glorja, “il-kbir fost il-hlejjaq kollha” (Kol 1, 15), “il-kbir li gam
mill-imwiet” (Kol 1, 18).

25. Fil-fatt, il-Hadd hu ljum fuq il-jiem l-ohra kollha, li jistieden l-insara
biex jiftakru fis-salvazzjoni li giet moghtija lilhom fil-maghmudija, u li
biha ggeddu fi Kristu. “Indfintu ma’ Kristu fil-maghmudija u fil-
maghmudija rxuxtajtu mieghu permezz tal-fidi taghkom fil-qawwa ta’
Alla li gajmu mill-imwiet” (Kol 2, 12; ara Rum 6, 4-6). Il-liturgija turi 1-
importanza tad-dimensjoni battezimali tal-Hadd, kemm bis-sejha ghac-
¢elebrazzjoni tal-maghmudija nhar ta’ Hadd, u wkoll fil-Vili ta’ 1-Ghid
- f' dak il-jum tal-gimgha li fih il-Knisja tfakkar il-qawmien ta’ Kristu mill-
imwiet? — u kemm bis-suggeriment ta’ rit penitenzjali adatt, fil-bidu tal-
Quddiesa, bit-traxxix ta’ l-ilma mbierek b’tifkira tal-maghmudija, li biha
tibda kull hajja nisranija.?®

It-tmien jum xbieha ta’ I-eternita

26. Barra dan, il-qaghda tas-Sibt, bhala s-seba’ jum tal-gimgha, tat lill-
Jum il-Mulej simbolizmu komplimentari, li kien tant ghall-qalb ta’ Missirijiet
il-Knisja. Il-Hadd m’huwiex biss I-ewwel jum, imma hu wkoll it-“tmien
jum”, li jinsab matul is-sebat ijiem tal-gimgha f'qaghda unika u
traxxendenti, li tfakkar mhux biss il-bidu taz-zmien imma wkoll it-tmiem
tieghu, iz-“zmien li ghad irid jigi”. San Bazilju jikteb li I-Hadd hu simbolu
ta” dak il-jum singulari, li ghad jigi wara dan iz-Zmien, il-jum bla tmiem
li ma jkunx jaf la lejl u langas nhar, iz-zmien li ma jintemm qatt u langas
jixjieh. Il-Hadd hu t-thabbira dejjem sejra tal-hajja bla tmiem li ggedded
il-hajja ta” l-insara u theggighom tul hajjithom.? Santu Wistin, huwa u
jhares lejn l-ahhar jum li jtemm ghal kollox is-simbolizmu eskatologiku
tas-Sibt, jaghlaq l-Istqarrijiet tieghu b’deskrizzjoni ta’ 1-Eschaton bhala
sliem ta’ mistrieh, sliem tas-Sibt, sliem bla ghaxija.?’ In-nisrani, huma u
jiccelebra 1-Hadd, bhala l-ewwel u bhala “t-tmien” jum hu mmexxi lejn
il-ghan tal-hajja ta’ dejjem.

Jum Kristu-Dawl

27. Din il-vizjoni Kristocentrika titfa’ dawl fuq simbolizmu iehor li 1-
hsieb nisrani u l-prattika pastorali jorbtu ma’ Jum il-Mulej. Hsieb pastorali
ghaqli wassal lill-Knisja biex taghmel nisrani I-hsieb tal-Hadd bhala “jum
ix-xemx”: hekk kienu jsejhu r-Rumani dan il-jum u hekk ghadu jissejjah
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f'xi ilsna ta” llum.?® Dan sar biex l-insara jitwarrbu mill-hajriet ta’ kulti i
kienu jqimu x-xemx, u jiddedikaw i¢-celebrazzjoni ta’ dan il-jum ghal
Kristu, ix-“xemx” tassew ta’ l-umanitd. San Gustinu, huwa u jikteb lill-
pagani, jitkellem kif kienu jitkellmu n-nies ta’ zmienu u jghid li l-insara
jingabru flimkien “fil-jum imsejjah ghax-xemx”%%; izda ghal dawk li kienu
jemmnu din l-espressjoni kienet ga hadet tifsir iehor, b’gherugha fl-
Evangelju®. “Kristu hu d-dawl tad-dinja” (ara Gw 9,5 u wkoll 1,4-5.9) u
skond it-tqassim taz-zmien f' gimghat, il-jum tal-qawmien mill-imwiet hu
riflessjoni dejjem sejra fuq I-epifanija tal-glorja tieghu. Il-hsieb 1i 1-Hadd
hu ljum imdawwal bir-rebha ta” Kristu rxoxt, insibuh ukoll fil-Liturgija
tas-Sighat® u jinghata importanza specjali fil-Panichida, il-vgili 1i fil-
liturgija tal-Lvant thejji ¢-celebrazzjoni tal-Hadd. Minn generazzjoni ghall-
ohra, il-Knisja, hija u tingabar f'dan il-jum, taghmel taghha l-istghagib ta’
Zakkarija huwa u jhares lejn Kristu u jarah bhala sebh “1i jdawwal lil dawk
li jinsabu fid-dlamijiet u fid-dell tal-mewt” (Lq 1, 78-79), u ttenni 1-ferh
ta’ Xmun meta ha fuq durghajh it-tarbija Gesit u gharfu bhala Dak li hu
“dawl li jdawwal il-gnus” (Lq 2, 32).

Jum id-don ta’ I-Ispirtu

II-Hadd hu jum id-dawl, imma jista’ jkun ukoll jum in-“nar” b’relazzjoni
ma’ l-Ispirtu. Id-dawl ta’ Kristu ghandu rabta intima man-“nar” ta’ I-
Ispirtu, u z-zewg xbihat juru xi jfisser il-Hadd nisrani®. Meta Geslt deber
lill-Appostli I-Hadd filghaxija {jum il-Ghid, nefah fughom u qalilhom:
“Hudu I-Ispirtu s-Santu. Dawk li tahfrulhom dnubiethom ikunu mahfura,
u dawk li zzommuhomlhom ikunu mizmuma” (Gw 20, 22-23). Id-don ta’
l-Ispirtu s-Santu kien l-aqwa don li Kristu rxoxt ta lid-dixxipli tieghu nhar
Hadd il-Ghid.

U kien jum il-Hadd ukoll meta, hamsin jum wara l-qawmien mill-
imwiet, I-Ispirtu s-Santu niZel bhala “rih qawwi” u “nar” (Att 2, 2-3), fuq
1-Appostli, migburin flimkien ma" Marija. Ghid il-Hamsin m"huwiex biss
iljum li fih twaqgfet il-Knisja, imma hu wkoll il-misteru li dejjem jaghti
hajja lill-Knisja.* Din il-grajja wkoll ghandha l-mument liturgiku qawwi
taghha fic-celebrazzjoni ta’ kull sena li taghlaq “il-Hadd il-Kbir”?, imma
hi wkoll parti mit-tifsir gholi ta” kull Hadd, ghax ghandha rabta intirna
mal-misteru ta’ I-Ghid. “L-Ghid ta" kull gimgha” hekk isir b’xi mod 1-~
“Ghid il-Hamsin ta’ kull gimgha”, meta l-insara jghixu mill-gdid il-laqgha
taghhom ma’ Kristu rxoxt u jir¢ievu minghandu n-nifs li jaghti
1-hajja.
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]um il-fidi

29. Dawn il-hafna dimensjonijiet 1i jaghzlu I-Hadd m111-bq1]a tal—pem,
jaghmluh l-oghla jum tal-fidi. Hu l-jum li fih, bil-qawwa ta’ I-Ispirtu, li
hu t-“tifkira” hajja tal-Knisja, (ara Gw 14, 26), l-ewwel dehra ta’” Kristu
rxoxt isir fatt li jiggedded fl-“illum” ta’ kull dixxiplu tal-Mulej. Dawk
kollha li jemmnu, migburin flimkien quddiemu fil-gemgha tal-Hadd,
ihossu ruhhom imsejhin bhal San Tumas: “Gib sebghek hawn u ara jdejja,
u ressaq idek u qieghda fuq genbi; tkunx bniedem bla fidi, imma emmen”
(Gw 20, 27). Iva, il-Hadd hu jum il-fidi. Dan jurih sewwa l-fatt li l-liturgija
ewkaristika tal-Hadd, bhal dik tas-solennitajiet kollha, ghandha l-istqarrija
tal-fidi. Kantat jew recitat, il-Kredu juri l-karattru battezimali ta’ I-Ghid
u n-natura tieghu ta’ celebrazzjoni ta’ 1-Ghid tal-Mulej, u hekk jaghmel
il-H{add iljum li fih l-imghammdin kollha jgeddu r-rabta taghhom ma’
Kristu u ma’ I-Evangelju tieghu, huma u jergghu jagharfu b’'mod haj
tassew il-weghdiet li ghamlu fil-maghmudija taghhom. L-imghammdin,
huma u jisimghu 1-Kelma u jitqarbnu bil-Gisem tal-Mulej, jikkontemplaw
lil Kristu rxoxt, prezenti taht “ix-xbihat qaddisa”, u jistqarru flimkien ma’
San Tumas, u jghidu: “Alla tieghi u Mulej tieghi” (Gw 20, 28).

Jum Ii ma nghaddux minghajru

30. Hi mela ghalhekk haga ¢ara li fi Zminijietna wkoll, li huma Zminijiet
difficli hafna, l-identita ta’ jum il-Hadd irridu nharsuha u fuq kollox
nghixuha ﬁl—qofol kollu taghha. Kittieb mil-lvant fil-bidu tat-tielet seklu
jghidilna li ga minn dak iz-Zmien kullimkien kienet imharsa regolarment
il-qdusija ta’ jum il-Hadd.* Dak li l-insara bdewh minn rajhom bhala
drawwa, biz-zmien sar regola guridika. Jum il-Mulej insibuh dejjem lill-
istorja tal-Knisja tul elfejn sena: kif mela nistghu nahsbu li dan mhukx se
jkompli jsehh fil-gejjieni? L-influwenzi ta” llum jistghu jaghmlu aktar iebes
il-harsien tal-Hadd, u I-Knisja, bhala Omm li thoss ghal uliedha, tqis ic-
¢irkostanzi kollha ta” kull wiehed u wahda minn uliedha. B'mod partikolari
thoss li ghandha mpenn kateketiku u pastorali gdid, ha tizgura li, tul il-
hajja normali ta” wliedha, hadd minnhom ma jkun imé¢ahhad mill-ghana
tal-grazzji li johorgu mi¢-celebrazzjoni ta’ kull Hadd. Hu b’dan l-ispirtu
li I-Kon¢ilju Vatikan II semma’ l-possibilta ta’ tibdil fil-Kalendarju tal-
Knisja biex ikun jaqbel ma’ ghadd ta’ kalendarji ¢ivili ohra, waqt li
stqarriet li lesta taccetta biss dawk l-adattamenti li jharsu gimgha ta’ sebat
ijiem li jkollha Hadd.?” Minhabba l-hafna aspetti u tifsiriet tal-Hadd, u r-
rabta tieghu ma’ l-istess sisien tal-fidi, ic-celebrazzjoni tal-Hadd nisrani
tibga’ fuq l-ghatba tat-tielet elf sena element indispensabbli ta” l-identita
nisranija taghna.
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Kap I
Dies Ecclesiae

I¢-Celebrazzjoni ewkaristika: taghti l-karattru lill-Hadd

Il-prezenza ta” Kristu rxoxt

31. “ Araw, jiena maghkom sa l-ahhar taz-zmien” (Mt 28, 20). Il-weghda
ta’ Kristu qatt ma wagqfet tidwi fil-Knisja bhala s-sigriet li jaghtiha kotra
ta’ frott f'hajjitha u bhala ghajn tat-tamiet kollha taghha. Bhala Jum il-
gawmien mill-imwiet, il-Hadd m’huwiex biss tifkira ta” grajja li sehhet fl-

- imghoddi; hi ¢elebrazzjoni tal-prezenza hajja ta’ Kristu rxoxt f'nofs il-

poplu tieghu.

Biex din il-prezenza tithabbar sewwa u nghixuha kif imiss, mhux
bizzejjed 1i d-dixxipli jitolbu kull wiehed ghal rasu, u jfakkru l-mewt u
l-qawmien tal-Mulej mill-imwiet fis-skiet ta’ galbhom. Dawk li r¢evew il-
grazzja tal-maghmudija, jiksbu s-salvazzjoni mhux individwalment ghal
rashom, imma bhala membri tal-Gisem mistiku, ghax huma sehem mill-
Poplu ta’ Alla.?® Hi haga importanti ghalhekk li jiltagghu flimkien biex
juru, fil-milja kollha taghha, l-istess identita tal-Knisja, l-ekklesia, il-
gemgha msejha minn Kristu rxoxt li offra hajtu “biex jigbor l-ulied Alla
li kienu xterdu”. (Gw 11,52) Huma “haga wahda” ma’ Kristu (ara Gal 1,
28) permezz tad-don ta’ l-Ispirtu. Din l-ghaqda tidher meta l-insara
jingabru flimkien: biex, b’'mod haj, jaghrfu li huma poplu mifdi “minn kull
tribit u Isien, minn kull poplu u nazzjon” (Apok 5, 9), u jaghtu xhieda ta’
dan quddiem id-dinja. Il-gemgha tad-dixxipli tal-Mulej, minn Zmien ghall-
iehor, turi x-xbieha ta’ dik l-ewwel komunita nisranija li San Luqa jsemmi
fl-Atti ta’ 1-Appostli, meta jghid li dawk l-ewwel imghammdin li emmnu
“kienu jzommu shih fit-taghlim ta’ I-Appostli, u fl-ghaqda bejniethom, fil-
gsim tal-hobz u fit-talb” (Atti 2, 42).

Il-laqgha ewkaristika

32. L-Ewkaristija m’hijiex biss espressjoni ta’ qawwa liema bhalha tat-
realta tal-hajja tal-Knisja, imma hi wkoll b’xi mod “I-ghajn ta’ din il-
hajja”.*® L-Ewkaristija tmantni u tibni I-Knisja. “La l-hobza hi wahda,
ahna, li ahna hafna, ahna gisem wiehed: ilkoll kemm ahna niehdu sehem
minn hobza wahda” (IKor 10.17). Minhabba r-rabta vitali mas-sagrament
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tal-Gisem u d-Demm tal-Mulej, il-misteru tal-Knisja ngawduh, inhabbruh
u nghixuh b’'mod mill-aqwa fl-Ewkaristija.4

Din id-dimensjoni ekklesjali intrinseka fl-Ewkaristija ssehh fkull
celebrazzjoni ewkaristika, imma titfisser b'mod tassew specjali meta I-
komunita kollha tingabar flimkien biex tfakkar il-qawmien tal-Mulej mill-
imwiet. Ifisser hafna l-fatt li 1-Katekizmu tal-Knisja Kattolika jghallem li
“I¢-celebrazzjoni nhar ta” Hadd ta’ ]um il-Mulej u ta” 1-Ewkaristija hi fil-
qalba tal-hajja tal-Knisja”.4!

33. Fil-Quddiesa tal-Hadd, l-insara jghixu mill-gdid b’qawwa liema
bhala l-esperjenza ta’ I-Appostli nhar 1-Ghid filghaxija meta Kristu rxoxt
dehrilhom, wagqt li kienu migburin flimkien (ara Gw 20, 19). F'éertu sens,
il-Poplu kollu ta’ Alla taz-zminijiet kollha kien prezenti f'dik il-gemgha
zghira ta’ dixxipli, l-ewwel frott tal-Knisja. Permezz tax-xhieda taghhom,
kull generazzjoni ta’ dawk li jemmnu tisma’ t-tislima ta” Kristu, kollha
ghanja bid-don tas-sliem, miksub b’demmu u moghti flimkien ma’ 1-
Ispirtu tieghu: “II-pac¢i maghkom”. Meta Kristu rega’ dehrilhom “gimgha
wara” (Gw 20, 26) habbrilhom minn qabel id-drawwa tal-komunita
nisranija, dik li I-insara jiltaqghu flimkien kull sebat ijiem, f'jum il-Mulej,
biex jistqarru I-fidi taghhom fil-qawmien mill-imwiet, u jkollhom il-barka
li weghedhom: “Henjin dawk li ma rawx u emmnu” (Gw 20, 29). Ir-rabta
intima bejn id-dehra ta’ Kristu rxoxt u l-Ewkaristija jissuggerihielna 1-
Evangelju ta’ San Lugqa fil-grajja tad-dixxipli ta" Ghemmaws, li maghhom
Kristu nghaqad, fissrilhom I-Iskrittura u mbaghad qaghad maghhom fuq
il-mejda. Gharfuh meta “qabad il-hobz, gal il-barka, qgasmu u tahulhom”
(Laq 24, 30). Il-gesti ta’ Gestt f'din il-grajja huma l-istess gesti tieghu fl-
Ahhar Ikla, b'riferenza cara ghall-“gsim tal-hobz” kif kienet tissejjah 1-
Ewkaristija mill-ewwel generazzjonijiet ta’ nsara.

L-Ewkaristija tal-Hadd

34. Veru li 1-Ewkaristija tal-Hadd fiha nnifisha m’hijiex differenti mill-
Ewkaristija celebrata fil-granet 1-ohra tal-gimgha u langas nistghu nifirduha
mill-hajja liturgika u sagramentali kollha kemm hi. Min-natura taghha
stess, -Ewkaristija hi epifanija tal-Knisja¥?, u dan hu mfisser bil-qawwa
kollha meta l-komunita djo¢esana tingabar titlob mar-raghaj taghha. “Il-
Knisja tidher b’'mod l-aktar ¢car meta 1-Poplu qaddis ta” Alla, kollu kemm
hu, jiehu sehem shih u attiv f' ¢celebrazzjoni liturgika — spe¢jalment {l-istess
celebrazzjoni ewkaristika — imsieheb fl-istess talba wahda u fl-istess artal
wiehed, u jkun jippresiedi 1-Isqof, imdawwar mill-presbiteri u l-ministri
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tieghu”.* Din ir-relazzjoni ma’ l-Isqof u mal-komunita kollha tal-Knisja
tinsab f'kull celebrazzjoni ewkaristika, ukoll meta l-Isqof ma jkunx
jippresiedi, u jkun liema jkun il-jum li fih issir i¢-celebrazzjoni. L-isem *a’
I-Isqof 1i jinghad wagqt it-Talba ewkaristika juri dan.

Izda 1-Quddiesa tal-Hadd, minhabba s-solennita specjali taghha u
minhabba d-dmir li 1-komunita tissieheb fi¢-¢elebrazzjoni “fil-jum li fih
Kristu hareg rebbieh fuq il-mewt u tana sehem mill-hajja ta’ deéjjem”#,
b’enfasi aktar kbira, turi d-dimensjoni ekkesjali li hi kollha kemm hi
taghha. Hekk issir l-ezempju ta’ kull celebrazzjoni ewkaristika. Knll
komunita tigbor il-membri taghha ghall-“qsim tal-hobz” u hekk issir il-
post fejn il-misteru tal-Knisja jidher verament. Hija u ti¢¢elebra I-Ewkaristija,
il-komunita tinfetah ghax-xirka mal-Knisja universali*, hija u titlob lill-
Missier biex “jiftakar fil-Knisja mxerrda mad-dinja” ha tikber fil-ghaqda
ta’ l-insara kollha mal-Papa u mar-Raghajja tal-Knejjes partikolari, sal-
mument li fih l-imhabba tilhaq il-perfezzjoni shiha taghna.

Jum il-Knisja

35. Id-Dies Domini hu ghalhekk ukoll Dies Ecclesiae. Din hi r-raguni
ghaliex l-aspett pastorali tal-komunita ghandu jkollu importanza specjali.
Kif ghedt band'ohra, fost il-hafna attivitajiet li jsiru f'parroéc¢a, ebda
attivitd ma hi hekk vitali u hekk ta’ siwi ghall-bini tal-komunita dags i¢-
celebrazzjoni tal-Hadd bhala Jum il-Mulej u l-Ewkaristija tieghu®. II-
Kondilju Vatikan II, huwa u jaghraf dan, fakkar fil-htiega li jridu jsiru
sforzibiex jizguraw li “fi hdan il-parro¢c¢a jkun hemm sens haj ta’ komunita,
l-ewwelnett permezz tac¢-celebrazzjoni komunitarja tal-Quddies tal-
Hadd.”¥ Imbaghad direttivi liturgici ohra jkomplu jinsistu fuq din il-
haga, u jitolbu li ¢-Celebrazzjonijiet ewkaristici li normalment isiru fi
knejjes ohra u f'kappelli jkunu b’xi mod marbutin mac-celebrazzjoni fil-
parroccéa “biex jinzamm haj is-sens ta’ komunita, li jinzamm u jintwera
b'mod partikolari bi¢-¢elebrazzjoni komunitarja tal-Hadd, kemm ma’ I-
Isqof, specjalment fil-Kattidral, u kemm fil-gemgha tal-parrocca, fejn il-
kappillan jirrapprezenta lill-Isqof”.*

36. ll-gemgha tal-Hadd hi I-post privileggjat ta’ ghaqda: hi d-dehra tac-
¢elebrazzjoni tas-sacramentum unitatis li turi bil-qawwa kollha 1-Knisja
bhala poplu migbur “mill-ghaqda” u “fl-ghaqda” tal-Missier, u ta’ I-Iben
u ta’ I-Ispirtu s-Santu®. Il-familji nsara, fil-laqgha tal-Hadd jghixu mod
mill-aqwa l-identita taghhom u I-“misteru” taghhom bhala “knejjes fid-
dar”5%, meta l-genituri jissiehbu ma’ wliedhom fil-mejda wahda tal-Kelma
u tal-Hobz tal-hajja. Tajjeb li nfakkru hawnhekk li huma 1-genituri li qabel
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kulhadd ghandhom jghallmu ‘1 uliedhom kif jissiehbu fil-Quddiesa tal-
Hadd, bl-ghajnuna tal-katekisti, li jridu jaraw li t-thejjija ghat-tishib fil-
Quddiesa hi parti mill-formazzjoni li huma fid-dmir li jaghtu lit-tfal
fdati lilhom billi juruhom u jfissrulhom X'inhuma r-ragunijiet ghaliex
ghandu jkun imhares dan il-precett. Meta jitolbuh i¢-Cirkostanzi, i¢-
¢elebrazzjoni tal-Quddiesa ghat-tfal, skond in-normi liturgici®, tista’
tghin ukoll f'dan.

Fil-Quddies tal-Hadd fil-parrocc¢i, sakemm huma parroéci ta’
”komunitajiet ewkaristiéi”s2 hi haga regolari i jkun hemm gruppi,
zghar fi hdan il-parro¢éa. Dan jghin biex kulhadd ikollu flimkien I-
esperjenza aktar fil-fond ta’ dak li hu taghhom ilkoll, ‘1 hemm mill-
karatteristici spiritwali li jaghzluhom u li 1-Knisja taghtihom u tgharfilhom
bid-dixxerniment ta” l-awtorita taghha. Hu ghalhekk li mhux ta’ min
jinkoragixxi kull nhar ta’ Hadd, li hu ljum tal-gemgha, Quddies ghall-
gruppi zghar: din m’hijiex kwistjoni biss biex tizgura li l-komunitajiet
parrokkjali ma jkunux im¢ahhdin mill-ministeru mehtieg tas-sacerdoti,
imma wkoll biex jizgura li I-hajja u l-ghaqda tal-komunita nisranija tkun
imharsa u tigi '1 quddiem kollha kemm hi%. Il-permess ghal xi ec¢ezzjonijiet
ghal din ir-regola, ec¢cezzjonijiet li ghandhom ikunu limitati hafna,
jiddependu mill-ghaqal tar-Raghajja tal-Knejjes partikolari, eccezzjonijiet
li jsiru minhabba htigijiet specjali fil-qasam tal-formazzjoni u tal-kura
pastorali, waqt li jitqies sewwa 1-gid ta’ l-individwi u tal-gruppi -
specjalment jekk il-beneficcji li johorgu minn dawn l-eé¢ezzjonijiet jaghtu
frott lill-komunita kollha kemm hi.

Poplu pellegrin

37. Fil-mixi tal-Knisja tul iz-zminijiet, it-tifkira tal-qawmien ta’ Kristu
mill-imwiet u t-tifkira solenni kull gimgha jfakkruna fil-karattru
eskatologiku tal-Poplu ta” Alla fil-pellegrinagg tieghu fid-dinja. Hadd
wara iehor, il-Knisja tersaq lejn I-ahhar “Jum il-Mulej”, lejn il-Jum li ma
ghandux tmiem. Il-mistennija ghat-tieni migja ta’ Kristu tinsab, imnizzla
fil-qofol tal-misteru tal-Knisja®, u tidher f'kull celebrazzjoni ewkaristika.
Izda ghax f'Jum il-Mulej issir it-tifkira specifika tal-glorja ta” Kristu rxoxt,
dan il ]um b’qawwa aqwa jfakkar il-glorja li ghad ikollu 1-Mulej meta

“jerga’ jigi”. Dan iwassal biex il-Hadd ikun il-jum li fih 11-Kms]a, hija u
turi b'mod aktar ¢ar l-identita taghha ta’ Gharusa, tanti¢ipa b’xi mod ir-
realtd eskatologika ta’ Gerusalemm tas-sema. Il-Knisja, hija u tigbor 'l
uliedha ghac¢-celebrazzjoni ewkaristika u tghallimhom jistennew “1-Gharus
divin”, timpenja ruhha f'sura ta’ “hidma ta’ tama”?, hija u thoss minn
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qabel l-hena ta’ art gdida u smewwiet godda, meta I-belt qaddisa,
Gerusalemm tas-sema tinzel minghand Alla, “imzejna bhal Gharusa ghal
Gharus taghha” (Apok 21, 2).

Jum it-tama

38. Jekk inharsu lejn il-Hadd b’dan il-mod, naraw li m’humiex biss jum
ta’ fidi, imma wkoll jum it-tama nisranija. It-tishib fl-“ikla tal-Mulej” hu
tishib minn qabel fl-ikla eskatologika tat-“tieg tal-Haruf” (Apok 19,9). Il-
komunita nisranija, hija u ti¢celebra t-tifkira ta” Kristu, li gam mill-imwiet
u tela’ fis-sema, tkun qged tistenna.”l-hena u l-migja tas-Salvatur taghna
Geslt Kristu”?, tama nisranija, li tiggedded u titmantna b’'mod l-aktar
intensiv kull gimgha, issir il-hmira u d-dawl tat-tama tal-bniedem. Hu
ghalhekk li t-Talba tal-Fidili twiegeb mhux biss ghall-htigiet ta” xi komunita
nisranija partikolari imma wkoll ghal dawk tal-bnedmin kollha u tal-
Knisja. II-Knisja, migbura ghac-celebrazzjoni ewkaristika, turi lid-dinje 1i
taghmel taghha “il-ferh u t-tamiet, in-niket u l-qtigh il-qalb tan-nies ta’
llum, spe¢jalment.ta’ dawk li huma foqra u ged ibatu”.®® Bl-offerta ta’ 1-
Ewkaristija tal-Hadd, il-Knisja tikkonsagra ix-xhieda li uliedha jhabirku
biex jaghtu kull jum tal-gimgha, bix-xandir ta’ I-Evangelju u b’ghemejjel
ta’ mhabba fid-dinja tax-xoghol u f'hafna hidmiet tal-hajja kollha; hekk
il-Knisja turi b’'mod aktar ¢ar l-identita taghha bhala “sagrament jew sinjal
u strument ta’ I-ghagda intima ma’ Alla u ma’ l-unita tal-gens kollu tal-
bnedmin”.> '

II-mejda tal-kelma

39. F'kull celebrazzjoni Ewkaristika niltagghu ma’ Kristu rxoxt fil-
gemgha tal-Hadd, billi nissiehbu fiz-zewg imwejjed tal-kelma u tal-Hobz
tal-hajja. Il-mejda tal-kelma taghti l-istess gharfien tal-grajja tas-salvazzjoni, -
spec¢jalment tal-misteru ta” 1-Ghid, li I-Mulej ininifsu ta lid-dixxipli tieghu;
hu Kristu li jitkellem ghax hu prezenti fi kliemu, “meta fil-Knisja tinqara
l-Iskrittura”®. Fuq il-mejda tal-Hobz tal-hajja, Kristu hu realment,
sostanzjalment u dejjem prezenti permezz tat-tifkira tal-Passjoni u I-
Qawmien tieghu, u l-Hobz tal-Hajja jinghata bhala rahan tal-hajja ta’
dejjem. II-Kon¢ilju Vatikan II fakkar li “I-Liturgija tal-Kelma u I-Liturgija
Ewkaristika huma hekk marbutin ma’ xulxin li jiffurmaw att wiehed ta’
gima” 8! Il-Kon¢ilju wkoll heggeg biex “il-mejda tal-kelma ta’ Alla tithejja
ghall-insara b’'mod aktar ghani, billi tifthilhom hafna aktar t-tezori ta" 1-
Iskrittura” %2 Imbaghad il-Koncilju ried li fil-Quddies tal-Hadd u f'dak tal-
festi kmandati, l-omelija ma ghandha qatt tithalla barra jekk mhux hlief
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ghal ragunijiet sexji.® Dawn id-digrieti f waqthom gew fedelment imharsa
- fir-riforma liturgika li dwarha kiteb il-Papa Pawlu VI, huwa u jikkummenta
kemm zdied l-ghana tal-qari mill-Iskrittura fil-Hdud u l-festi kmandati.
“Dan kollu sar biex dejjem aktar jizdied fil-fidili ‘I-guh ghas-smigh tal-
kelma ta’ Alla" (Gham 8, 11), li taht it-tmexxija ta’ l-Ispirtu s-Santu
timbutta 1-Poplu tal-Patt il-Gdid lejn 1-ghaqda perfetta tal-Knisja”®%.

40. Issa li qed nikkonsidraw 1-Ewkaristija tal-Hadd aktar minn tletin
sena wara 1-Konc¢ilju, irridu naraw sewwa kif ged tigi mhabbra I-kelma
ta’ Alla u kemm verament il-Poplu ta’ Alla kiber fl-gharfien u l-imhabba
ta’ l-Iskrittura.® Hemm zewg aspetti ta’ din il-haga - hemm ic-
celebrazzjoni, u hemm il-fatt 1i wiehed jaghmel tieghu l-kelma li
tithabbarlu — dawn iz-zewg aspetti huma marbutin hafna ma’ xulxin.
Dwar l-aspett tac-Celebrazzjoni -Kon¢ilju ghamel possibbli t-thabbira tal-
kelma b'ilsien il-komunita li tkun qed tiehu sehem fi¢-¢celebrazzjoni, u dan
ghandu jgajjem fina sens gdid ta’ responsabbilta lejn il-kelma, billi nhallu
jiddi I-karattru distintiv tal-kelma mgaddsa wkoll bil-mod kif inhabbruha
jew inktantawha.®® Dwar l-aspett l-iehor, is-smigh tal-kelma ta” Alla 1i tigi
mhabbra ghandu jithejja sewwa fi qlub il-fidili b’taghlim adatt ta’ 1-
Iskrittura u, fejn jista’ jkun, permezz ta’ inizjattivi ha jkun hemm gharfien
~ aktar fil-fond tal-qari bibbliku, spec¢jalment tal-qari tal-Hdud u I-festi.
Jekk l-individwi u l-familji nsara mhux qged jiksbu hajja gdida mill-qari
ta’ 1-Iskrittura bi spirtu ta’ talb u docilita ghat-tifsir li taghti 1-Knisja®, ikun
difficli hafna li t-thabbira liturgika tal-kelma ta’ Alla wahedha taghti dak
il-frott li nkunu nistennew. Dan huwa s-siwi ta’ l-inizjattivi ta” dawk il-
komunitajiet parrokkjali li jlagqghu flimkien matul kull gimgha lil dawk
li jiehdu sehem fic-celebrazzjoni ta’ 1-Ewkaristija — is-sacerdot, il-ministri
u 1-idili® - biex ihejju Iliturgija tal-Hadd, huma u jimmeditaw minn

qabel tul il-gimgha, il-kelma ta’ Alla li tkun se tithabbar. L-ghan li jrid

jintlahaq hawn hu li ¢-celebrazzjoni kollha kemm hi — talb, kant, smigh
u mhux biss l-omelija — trid b’'mod jew iehor tfisser I-messagg tal-liturgija
tal-FHadd, hekk li b’qawwa aktar tolqot lil dawk kollha li jiehdu sehem
fiha. Hi haga cara, li l-ezercizzju tal-ministeru tal-kelma hu importanti
hafna f'dan. Dmir dawk li ghandhom dan il-ministeru hu 1i jhejju r-
riflessjoni fuq il-kelma ta” Alla billi jitolbu u jistudjaw it-test bibbliku, biex
imbaghad ikunu jistghu jfissru X'fih bil-fedelta kollha u japplikawh ghall-
htigijiet u ghall-hajja ta’ kuljum tan-nies ta’ llum.

41. Irridu dejjem niftakru li t-thabbira liturgika tal-kelma ta’ Alla,
specjalment fil-gemgha liturgika, m"huwiex tant Zmien ta’ meditazzjoni
u ta’ katekezi, imma hu aktar djalogu bejn Alla u l-poplu tieghu, djalogu
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fejn jithabbru I-ghegubijiet tas-salvazzjoni fejnt bla heda jigi mfakkar dak

li jitlob I-Patt ta” Alla. Min-naha tieghu, il-Poplu ta’ Alla hu msejjah biex.

iwiegeb f'dan id-djalogu ta’ mhabba b'radd il-hajr u t-tifhir, u juri fede'ta
lejn id-dmir tieghu ghall-“konverzZjoni” dejjem sejra. Il-gemgha tal-Hadd
ghalhekk timpenjana ghal tigdid fina nfusna tal-weghdiet tal-maghmudija
taghna, li jinsabu b'mod impli¢itu fit-tlissin tal-Kredu, u jigu mtennija
esplicitament fil-Vgili ta’ 1-Ghid u kull darba li -maghmudija tigi celebrata
bil-Quddiesa. Meta dan, it-thabbira tal-kelma waqt i¢c-celebrazzjoni
ewkaristika tal-Hadd tiehu dak it-ton solenhi li nsibu fit-Testment il-
Qadim kull darba li kien jiggedded il-Patt, meta kienet tithabbar il-Lizi,
u kienet tissejjah il-gemgha ta’ Izrael — bhal meta 1-Poplu kien fid-dezert
hdejn l-gholja tas-Sinaj (ara Es 19, 7-8; 24, 3-7) - biex jghid 1-“Iva” tieghu,
u jgedded il-fehma li jkun fidil lejn Alla u jhates il-kmandamenti tieghu.
Meta Alla jghid il-kelma tieghu, jistenna t-twegiba taghna, twegiba li
Kristu ga qalha ghalina bl-“Amen” tieghu (ata 2Kor 1, 20-22) u li tidwi
gewwa fina permezz ta’ l-Ispirtu s-Santu biex dak li nisimghu jimpenjana
bil-qawwa kollu tieghu.%

Il-mejda tal-Gisem ta’ Kristu

42. Il-mejda tal-kelma twassalna b’'mod naturali ghall-mejda tal-Hobz
ewkaristiku u thejji I-komunita biex tghix l-aspetti kollha taghha, li fl-
Ewkaristija tal-Hadd jiksbu solennita specjali. Meta I-gemgha kollha tkun
migbura biex ti¢ccelebra “Jum il-Mulej”, I-Ewkaristija, aktar milli mill-
granet l-ohra, tidher bhala dak ir-radd il-hajr il-kbir li bih il-Knisja,
mimlija bl-Ispirtu, iddur lejn il-Missier u ssir haga wahda ma’ Kristu u
titkellem f'isem il-bnedmin kollha. Tul il-mixja tal-gimgha nigbru b’tifkira
kollha hajr il-grajjiet tal-granet li jkunu ghadhom kemm intemmu biex

~ngisuhom fid-dawl ta’ Alla u nroddulu hajr ghad-doni tieghu bla ghadd,

wagqt li nfahhruh bi Kristu, ma’ Kristu u fi Kristu, flimkien ma’ 1-Ispirtu
s-Santu. B’dan il-mod il-komunita nisranija tasal ghall-gharfien mill-gdid
tal-fatt li kollox kien mahluq bi Kristu (ara Kol 1, 16; Gw 1, 3) u li fi Kristu,
1i gie f'sura ta’ Isir biex jitghabba bil-qaghda taghna l-bnedmin u jifdina,
jiggedded kollox (ara Ef 1, 10) ha jinghata lil Alla l1-Missier, 1i minnu kollox
jiigi u jiehu I-hajja. Imbaghad il-poplu ta’ Alla li bl-“Amen” tieghu juri
li jagbel mad-dossologija Ewkaristika, ihares b’'fidi u tama lejn t-tmiem
eskatologiku, meta Kristu “joffri s-Saltna ta’ Alla lill-Missier... biex Alla
jkun kollox fkulhadd” (IKor 15, 24.28).

43. Dan il-moviment “’1 fuq” jinsab fin-natura tac-celebrazzjoni
ewkaristika u jaghmilha grajja ta’ ferh, mimlija hajr u tama. Dan jidher
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b'mod partikolari fil-Quddiesa tal-Fladd minhabba r-rabta specjali li
ghandha mat-tifkira tal-qawmien mill-imwiet. Min-naha l-ohra, dan il-
ferh “ewkaristiku”, li “jerfa’ qlubna”, hu l-frott ta’ l-inzul ta’ Alla lejna,
inzul 1i jibga’ dejjem imdahhal fl-element sagrifi¢jali essenzjali ta’ 1-

Ewkaristija, I-oghla espressjoni u ¢elebrazzjoni tal-misteru tal-kenosis, 1-
inzul i bih Kristu “¢ekken lilu nnifsu u obda sal-mewt, anzi sal-mewt tas-
salib” (Fil 2, 8).

II-Quddiesa, tassew taghmel prezenti b’'mod haj is-sagrifi¢¢ju tas-
salib. Taht ix-xbihat tal-hobz u l-inbid, li fughom intalab, bil-kliem tal-
konsagrazzjoni, l-Ispirtu li jahdem b’setgha ma hemmx ohra bhalha,
Kristu joffri lilu nnifsu lill-Missier bl-istess ghemil ta’ sagrifi¢¢ju li bih
offra lilu nnifsu fuq is-salib. “F dan is-sagrifi¢¢ju li jsehh fil-Quddiesa,
jinsab u jigi offert bla tixrid ta’ demm Kristu li offra lilu nnifsu darba
ghal dejjem bit-tixrid tad-demm fuq l-artal tas-salib”.”® Mas-sagrific¢ju
tieghu, Kristu jghaqqad is-sagrifi¢éju tal-Knisja: “Fl-Ewkaristija s-
sagrificcju ta’ Kristu jsir ukoll is-sagrificéju tal-membri tal-Gisem tieghu.
II-hajja tal-fidili tieghu, it-tifhir taghhom, it-tbatijiet, it-talb u x-xoghol
jinghagad ma’ dawk ta’ Kristu u ma’ l-offerta shiha tieghu u jiksbu siwi
gdid”.”! Il-verita li l-komunita kollha tissieheb fis-sagrificcju ta” Kristu
tidher mod ¢ar spec¢jalment fil-laqgha tal-Hadd, li biha jista’ jitwassal fuq
l-artal dak kollu li jkun gara matul il-gimgha, bit-toqol uman_kollu
tieghu.

L-ikla ta’ I-Ghid u I-laqgha ta’ I-ahwa

44, Jl-karattru komunitarju ta’ I-Ewkaristija juri ruhu b*mod specjali
meta nharsu lejha bhala l-ikla ta’ 1-Ghid li fiha Kristu nnifsu jsir I-ikel
taghna. Hu ghalhekk Ii “Kristu ried jafda f'idejn il-Knisja dan is-sagrific¢ju,
biex l-insara jkollhom sehem fih, kemm spiritwalment bil-fidi u l-imhabba,
u kemm sagramentalment, fit-tqarbin. Is-sehem fl-Ikla tal-Mulej hu
dejjem xirka ma’ Kristu, li joffri lilu nnifsu ghalina b’sagrifi¢¢ju 1ill-
Missier.””2Hu ghalhekk li 1-Knisja trid li I-insara jitqarbnu meta jiehdu
sehem fil-Quddiesa, sakemm huma mhejjijin sewwa, u, jekk hatja ta’
xi dnub mejjet, ircevew il-mahfra ta’ Alla fis-sagrament tar-
rikon¢iljazzjoni’®, fid-dawl ta’ dak li San Pawl kiteb lill-Korintin (ara I
Kor 11, 27-32). Hi haga ¢ara li hemm aktar insistenza ghat-tqarbina
ewkaristika fil-Hdud u tal-festi.

Hu importanti hafna wkoll li nagharfu li x-xirka ma’ Kristu ghandha
rabta kbira hafna max-xirka ta’ l-ahwa. Il-gemgha ewkaristika tal-Hadd
hi esperjenza ta’ fraternita, 1i trid tidher sewwa fi¢-celebrazzjoni, waqt
li tibqa" mharsa n-natura tac-celebrazzjoni liturgika. Dan kollu ghandu
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jsib ghajnuna mill-hafna gesti li bihom l-ahwa jigu milqughin u mit-ton
tat-talb, dejjem attent ghall-htigijiet ta’ kulhadd fil-komunita. Is-sinjal tal-
paci - li fir-rit Ruman b'tifsira liema bhalha jinghata qabel it-tqarbin -
gest li tassew ifisser hafna: bih l-insara huma mistiedna juru bhala Poglu
ta’ Alla li gqed jaccettaw kull ma sar fic-celebrazzjoni’™, u li ged juru 1-
impenn taghhom fl-imhabba taghhom ghal xulxin huma u jagsmu hobza
wahda bejniethom, wagqt 1i jiftakru fil-kliem impenjativ tal-Mulej: “Meta
tkun qed ittella’ l-offerta tieghek fuq l-artal, u hemm tiftakar li huk
ghandu xi haga kontra tleghek halli l-offerta tieghek hemmbhekk fuq I-
artal, u mur l-ewwel irranga ma’ huk u mbaghad ejja tella’ l-offerta
tieghek” (Mt 5, 23-24).

Mill-Quddiesa ghall-missjoni

45. Meta jircievu I-Hobz tal-hajja, id-dixxipli ta” Kristu jhejju ruhhcm
biex jidhlu bil-qawwa ta” Kristu rxoxt u ta’ I-Ispirtu tieghu, ghal dawk
id-dmirijiet li qed jistennewhom fil-hajja ta’ kuljum. Ghall-insara li
fehmu x'ifisser dak li ghamlu, i¢-celebrazzjoni ewkaristika ma tiqafx fil-
bieb tal-knisja. Bhall-ewwel xhieda tal-Qawmien ta’ Kristu, l-insara li
jingabru kull nhar ta” Hadd u li jhossu u jhabbru l-prezenza ta’” Kristu
rxoxt, huma msejhin biex jaghtu xhieda ta” 1-Evangelju u jxandruh fil-
hajja taghhom ta’ kuljum. Ghalhekk dawk kollha li ssiehbu fl-Ewkaristija
ghandhom jagharfu ahjar is-siwi tat-talba ta’ wara t-tqarbin u r-rit ta’
-1-gheluq ~ il-barka u l-istedina biex imorru fil-pa¢i ta” Kristu — biex
jifhmu aktar fil-fond ir-responsabbiltajiet fdati lilhom. Meta l-gemgha
tasal fit-tmiem taghha, id-dixxipli kollha tal-Mulej imorru flambjent
taghhom ta’ kuljum bl-impenn li ]aghmld hajjithom kollha don u
sagrifiééju spiritwali li joghgob lil Alla (ara Rum 12, 1). Ihossu rulihom
midjunin ma” huthom minhabba dak li r¢evew waqt i¢-celebrazzjoni, li
hu mhux inqas minn dak li r¢evew id-dixxipli ta” Ghemmaws li, malli
gharfu '] Kristu rxoxt “fil- q51m tal-hobz” hassew li kellhom jergghu lura

minnufih biex jagsmu ma’ huthom il-ferh tal-laggha mal-Mulej (ara Lq
245, 33-35).

Il-precett tal-Hadd

46. Ghax I-Ewkaristija hi fil-qalba tal-FHadd, hi haga ¢ara ghaliex sa mill-
ewwel zminijiet ir-raghajja ta” l-erwieh qatt ma wagqfu li jfakkru lill-insara
fuq il-htiega li jissiehbu fil-gemgha liturgika. “Hallu kollox f’jum il-
Mulej” twissi 1-kitba tat-tielet seklu maghrufa bhala id-Didascalia, “u
haffu bl-attenzjoni kollha lejn il-gemgha, ghax dan hu t-tifhir tieghek lil

574



ITTRA APPOSTOLIKA DIES DOMINI

Alla. Ghaliex xi skuza jista” jkollhom quddiem Alla dawk li ma jingabrux
f'jum il-Mulej biex jisimghu l-kelma tal-hajja u jitmantnis bl-ikel tas-sema
li jibqa’ ghal dejjem?”7> L-insara generalment acc¢ettaw din l-istedina tar-
raghajja taghhom b’konvinzjoni shiha, u ghalkemm kien hemm Zzminijiet
u qaghdiet meta dan id-dmir ma kienx imhares b’mod perfett, wiehed qatt
me ghandu jinsa l-eroizmu tas-sacerdoti u tal-fidili li qdew dan id-dmir
ukoll fi zmien ta’ periklu ghal hajjithom u ta’ ¢ahda tal-liberta religjuza
taghhom, kif juruna l-fatti mill-ewwel Zminijiet tal-Kristjanezmu sa
zminijietna. :

Fl-ewwel Apologija li San Gustinu kiteb lill-imperatur Antoninu u
lis-Senat kollu, kollu kburi, jghid x'kienet id-drawwa ta’ l-insara fil-
laqgha tal-Hadd, li kienet issir fl-istess post fejn kienu jingemghu 1-
insara kemm mill-belt u kemm mill-kampanja.”® Meta fi Zmien il-
persekuzzjoni ta’ Djoklezjanu l-laqghat ta’ l-insara kienu projbiti

b’severita kbira, hafna nsara kellhom il-kuragg li jisfidaw id-digrieti
ta’ l-imperatur u accettaw il-mewt biex ma jitilfux I-Ewkaristija tal-
Hadd. Dan ghamluh l-insara ta’ Abitina, fl-Afrika Prokonsolari, li
wiegbu lil dawk li kienu jakkuzawhom: “Bla biza’ ta” xejn ic¢elebrajna
l-Ikla tal-Mulej, ghax ma jistax ikun li nitilfuha: din hi 1-ligi taghna.”

“Ma nistghux nghixu minghajr 1-Ikla tal-Mulej”. Hija u tistqarr il-fidi -

taghna, wahda mill-martri qalet: “Iva mort ghal-laggha u ¢celebrajt 1-
ikla tal-Mulej ma’ huti ghax jien nisranija”.”’

47. Fl-ewwel zminijiet ukoll, meta ma nhassitx il-htiega tal-precett
tal-Hadd, il-Knisja qatt ma naqset li tfakkar f'dan id-dmir tal-kuxjenza,
li johrog mill-htiega fir-ruh, li kienu jhossu bil-qawwa kollha l-insara

“ta’ l-ewwel zminijet. Kien biss aktar tard 1-Knisja, meta sabet ruhha
quddiem in-nofs hajra u t-traskuragni ta’” xi whud, hasset 1i kellha
tordna b’mod esplicitu li l-insara kienu fid-dmir li jharsu 1-Hadd: dan
l-aktar sar f'sura ta’ ezortazzjoni, izda f'xi Zminijiet il-Knisja kellha
tirrkorri ghal dispozizzjonijiet kanonici spe¢ifi¢i. Dan sar f'ghadd ta’
Kongilji lokali mir-raba’ seklu ‘1 quddiem (il-Koncilju ta’ Elvira tas-
sena 300, ma jsemmix obbligu, imma biss kastigi wara tliet assenzi)’8,
u b'mod aktar spe¢jali mis-sitt seklu 'l quddiem (hekk il-Kon¢ilju ta’
Agde fis-sena 506),”° Dawn id-digrieti tal-Koncilji lokali wasslu ghal
drawwa universali u beda jitqies bhala normali l-karattru obbhgatorju
taghha.80

1I-Kodicéi tal-Ligi Kanonika ta’ 1-1917 ghall-ewwel darba ghamel ligi
universali®! din it-tradizzjoni. I1-Kodi¢i ta” llum rega’ tennieha u qal: “Fil-
Hdud u l-esti kmandati l-insara huma fid-dmir li jisimghu 1-Quddies” %2
Normalment din il-ligi dejjem tqieset bhala obbligu gravi: dan hu t-
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taghlim tal-Katekizmu tal-Knisja Kattolika® u dan nifhmuh malajr jekk
niftakru kemm hu vitali I-Hadd fil-hajja tan-nisrani.

48. Illum, l-istess bhaz-zminijiet erojéi tal-bidu, hafna li jridu jghixu

- skond ma titlob minnhom il-fidi, qed isibu ruhhom f'qaghdiet difficli,

f'hafna pajjizi tad-dinja. Qed jghixu f' ambjenti li xi kultant huma dec¢izament
ostili u drabi ohra — u dan aktar ta’ spiss — f'ambjenti indifferenti tant li -
ma jimpurtahom xejn mill-messagg evangeliku. Jekk dawk li jemmnu rna

_jridux jigu mirbuha mill-ambjent, iridu jsibu l-ghajnuna tal-komunita

nisranija. Hu ghalhekk li jridu jkunu konvinti li hi haga importanti hafna
ghall-hajja tal-fidi taghhom li jingabru flimkien ma’ I-ohrajn kull nhar ta’

* Hadd, ha jiécelebraw 1-Ghid tal-Mulej fis-sagrament tal-Patt il-Gdid. Hi

responsabbilta spe¢jali ta” l-sqfijiet li “jizguraw li l-insara kollha jifhmu

- s-siwi tal-Hadd u jic¢elebrawh tassew bhala Jum il-Mulej, meta 1-Knisja

tingabar biex iggedded it-tifkira tal-misteru ta’ 1-Ghid hija u tisma’ I-kelrna
ta’ Alla, toffri s-sagrificcju tal-Mulej, u tqaddes iljum bit-talb, b’ghemejjel
ta’ mhabba u wagfien mix-xoghol”.%

49. Ghaliex l-insara huma fid-dmir li jisimghu 1-Quddiesa meta rna
hemmx xi impediment serju, ir-raghajja min-naha taghhom huma fid-
dmir li joffru lil kulhadd il-mezzi biex ikunu jistghu jagdu dan id-dmir.
Il-ligi tal-Knisja timxi minn din it-triq: bhala ezempiji ta’ dan insibu il-
fakulta li ghandhom is-sacerdoti, bil-permess moghti minn qabel mjll-
Isqof djocesan, li jiccelebraw aktar minn Quddiesa wahda fil-Hdud u 1-
festi;® il-Quddies ta’ filghaxija;% il-permess li tissodisfa l-precett tal-Hadd
mis-Sibt filghaxija gabel l-ewwel jew wara l-ewwel Ghasar tal-Hadd;¥
Mill-aspett liturgika, festa tibda bl-ewwel Ghasar® u ghalhekk il-liturgija
ta’ dik li xi kultant tissejjah “Quddiesa ta’ lejlet il-Hadd” fil-fatt hi 1-
Quddiesa “festiva” tal-Hadd, u fiha ¢-¢elebrant irid jaghmel l-omelija u
jghid it-Talba tal-Fidili.

Barra dan, u-ragha]]a ta’ l-erwieh huma fid-dmir li jfakkru lill-insara

- li meta jkunu boghod minn darhom f'xi Hadd huma fid-dmir li jisimghu

1-Quddiesa, ikunu fejn ikunu, u hekk jaghnu l-komunita tal-post bix-
xhieda personali taghhom. Fl-istess waqt ghandhom ihossu d-dmir li
jilgghub’sens qawwi ta’ fraternita lil dawk l-ahwa li jzuruhom, spec¢jalment
f'dawk il-pajjizi li jigbdu hafna turisti u pellegrini, u spiss ikun hemm il-
htiega li dawn ikollhom ghajnuna religjuza specjali.¥’

Celebrazzjoni ferrieha bil-kant

50. Minhabba n-natura tal-Quddiesa tal-Hadd u l-importanza taghha
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fil-hajja ta’ l-insara, din trid tigi mhejjija bl-ghaqal kollu. Iridu jsiru sforzi
biex i¢-¢elebrazzjoni jkollha karattru festiv li jkun jagbel mal-jum li jfakkar
il-qawmien ta’ Kristu mill-imwiet: dan jiddependi mill-esperjenza pasto-
rali, mid-drawwiet tal-post u min-normi liturgi¢i. Ghal dan il-ghan irid
ikun hemm ukoll attenzjoni ghall-kant tal-gemgha, ghax il-kant hu mezz
l-aktar adatt biex juri 1-ferh tal-qalb, ikabbar is-solennita tac-celebrazzjoni,
u jsahhah is-sens tal-fidi u ta” I-imhabba ghal xulxin. Ghandu jkun hemm
attenzjoni ghall-kwalita tal-kant, kemm dwar il-kliem u kemm dwar il-
melodiji, biex dak li llum ged jigi propost bhala gdid u kreattiv ikun jagbel
ma’ dak li titlob il-liturgija u jkun jixraq lit-tradizzjoni tal-Knisja 1i fil-
qasam tal-muzika sagra, tiftahar li ghandha wirt ta’ siwi gholi hafna.

Celebrazzjoni li timpenja Iil kulhadd

51. Hu mehtieg li jkun zgurat li dawk kollha li jkunu prezenti, tfal u
kbar, jissiehbu attivament fi¢-celebrazzjoni, billi jigu mhajrin jimpenjaw
ruhhom f'dawk il-wagtiet li l-liturgija tissuggerixxi u tinkoragixxi.”® Veru
li huma dawk li ghandhom il-ministeru sacerdotali li joffru s-sagrific¢ju
ewkaristiku u joffruh f'isem il-poplu kollu.®! Dan hu l-pedament ta’ dik
l-ghazla, Ii hi wisq aktar minn kwistjoni ta’ dixxiplina, bejn id-dmir
proprju tac-Celebrant u d-dmir tad-djakni u tal-fidili mhux ordnati.”? Izda
1-fidili ghandhom jifhmu li minhabba s-sacerdozju komuni li r¢evew fil-
maghmudija, huma “jissiehbu fl-offerta ta’ 1-Ewkaristija”.*® Ghalkemm
hemm ghazla fid-dmirijiet li jaqdu, huma dejjem “joffru lil Alla l-vittma
divina u lilhom infushom flimkien maghha. Huma u joffru s-sagrifi¢¢ju
u jitqarbnu jkunu ged jiehdu sehem attiv fil-liturgija® u jiksbu minnha
dawl u gawwa biex jghixu s-sacerdozju battesimali taghhom u x-xhieda
ta’ hajja qaddisa.

Mumenti ohra tal-Hadd nisrani

52. It-tishib fl-Ewkaristija hu I-qofol tal-Hadd, izda d-dmir tat-tqaddis
tal-Hadd ma jigafx hawn. Dan ghaliex Jum il-Mulej nghixuh sewwa jekk
mill-bidu sat-tmiem tieghu jkun tifkira kollha hajr u hajja tal-hidma
salvifika ta’ Alla. Dan jimpenja d-dixxipli kollha tal-Mulej biex ifasslu 1-
mumenti I-ohra tal-gurnata barra I-kontest liturgiku: — il-hajja tal-familja,
ir-relazzjonijiet so¢jali, il-mumenti ta” mistrieh — b’mod li s-sliem u l-hena
tal-qawmien tal-Mulej mill-imwiet jintisgu mill-grajjiet tal-hajja ta’ kuljum.
Bhala ezempju, nistghu nghidu 1li 1-laqgha hienja tal-genituri u l-ulied
tista” tkun mhux biss okkazjoni biex jisimghu 'l xulxin, imma wkoll Zmien
li fih jagsmu bejniethom mumenti ta’ informazzjoni u riflessjoni. F'hajja
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lajka wkoll, fejn dan jista’ jkun, ghaliex ma ghandhomx ukoll jinstabu
mumenti spedjali tat-talb — specjalment ic-Celebrazzjoni ta’ 1-Ghasar, biex
insemmu ezempju — jew mumenti ta’ katekezi lejlet il-Hadd bhala thejjija
u ghad-don ta’ l-Ewkaristija fi qlub in-nies )ew il-Hadd wara nofsinhar
biex jissahhah dan id-don?

Il-mod tradizzjonali kif jitqaddes il-Hadd forsi sar difficli hafna ghal
hafna nies, izda 1-Knisja tafda fil-qawwa ta’ Kristu rxoxt u fis-setgha ta’
I-Ispirtu s-Santu meta tghid li llum, wisq aktar milli fl-imghoddi, hi
m’hijiex kuntenta b’dak li hu ftit jew ta’ nofs kedda fejn tidhol il-fidi. Hi
trid tghin lill-insara jaghmlu dak li hu aktar perfett u joghgob lill-Mulej.
U minkejja d-diffikultajiet, hemm sinjali pozittivi li jqawwu l-qalb. F'hafna
partijiet tal-Knisja, tinhass htiega gdida ta’ talb fil-hafna suriet tieghu; u
dan hu don ta 1 -Ispirtu s-Santu. Qed jinstabu wkoll mill-gdid drawwiet
jipprofittaw mlll-)um tal-Hadd biex imorru jzuru xi santwarju forsi mal-
familja kollha, fejn jghaddu xi Zmien ihossu esperjenza intensiva ta’ fidi.
Dawn huma mumenti ta’ grazzja li ghandhom jigu ‘1 quddiem permezz
ta’ evangelizzazzjoni u mmexxijin b’ghaqgal pastorali.

Laqghat‘ tal-Hadd minghajr sacerdot

53. Fadal il-problema tal-parrocéi li ma ghandhomx il-ministeru tas-
sacerdot ghac¢-celebrazzjoni tal-Quddiesa tal-Hadd. Dan l-aktar li jigri fil-
Knejjes il-godda, fejn sacerdot wiehed hu responsabbli pastoralment tal-
fidili mxerrdin f'territorju kbir hafna. Izda din l-emergenza tista’ tinhologq
ukoll f'pajjizi li ghandhom tradizzjoni nisranija ta’ mijiet ta’ snin, meta
l-ghadd ddjjem jonqos tas-sacerdoti qed iwassal ghall-impossibilta li jkun
hemm sacerdot f'kull komunita parrokkjali. F'qaghda meta I-Ewkaristija
ma tistax tigi celebrata, il-Knisja tirrakomanda li -laqgha tal-Hadd issir
dejjem, ghalkemm minghajr il-prezenza tas-sacerdot®, skond id-direttivi
tas-Santa Sede li gew fdati lill-Konferenzi Episkopali biex isegwuhom.*
Izda qatt ma ghandu jigi nieqges il-hsieb ta¢-elebrazzjoni tas-sagrifi¢Gju
tal-Quddiesa, il-mezz wahdieni li bih tassew isehh 1-Ghid tal-Mulej u jk.m
hemm verament gemgha liturgika shiha li fiha s-sacerdot jippresiedi in
persona Christi huwa u jgassam il-hobz tal-kelma u ta’ l-Ewkaristija.
F’livell pastorali, ghalhekk ghandu jsir kull ma hu mehtieg biex jigi zgurat
li s-sagrificcju tal-Quddiesa jigi celebrat kemm jista’ jkun p0551bb11 ghall-
insara li huma regolarment im¢ahhdin minnu: dan jista’ jsir billi xi kultant
lil'dawn il-komunitajiet jintbaghtilhom xi sacerdot jew billi kull darba li
tinqala’ l-okkazjoni tigi organizzata laggha f post ¢entrali, li ]1sta jintlahaq
minn kulhadd.
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Radju u televizjoni

54. Fl-ahharnett, dawk l-insara, minhabba xi mard, dizabbilta jew xi
kawza ohra serja, ma jistghux jissiehbu fil-Quddiesa, jistghu jinghaqdu
safejn jistghu, mac-celebrazzjoni tal-Hadd, mill-boghod, preferibilment
bl-ghajnuna tal-gari u tat-talb ta” dakinhar permezz tal-messalin, u wkoll
bix-xewqa ta’ I-Ewkaristija.” F'xi pajjizi r-radju u t-televizjoni jghinu biex
dawn jinghaqdu mac-celebrazzjoni ta’ I-Ewkaristija li tkun qed issir minn
xi post qaddis.® Veru la b’din is-sura ta’ trasmissjoni wiehed ma jkunx
jaqdi d-dmir tal-Hadd, li jitlob is-sehem fil-gemgha ta’ 1-ahwa, migburin
flimkien f'post wiehed, fejn jista” jsir it-tqarbin. Izda ghal dawk li ma
jistghux jiehdu sehem fl-Ewkaristija u ghalhekk huma eZenti mill-obbligu,
ir-radju u t-televizjoni jistghu jkunu ta’ ghajnuna kbira ghalihom,
spe¢jalment jekk jistghu jgawdu mis-servizz generuz tal-ministri
straordinaiji li jwasslu 1-Ewkaristija lill-morda, u jgibuthom t-tislija u s-
solidarjeta tal-komunita kollha. Il-Quddiesa tal-Hadd taghti kotra ta’ frott,
lil dawn Il-insara wkoll, ghaliex huma wkoll jistghu jhossu li I-Hadd hu
ghalihom ukoll “Jum il-Mulej” u “jum il-Knisja”.

 Kap IV

| Dies Hominis
[I-Hadd Jum ta’ ferh, hena u solidarjeta
Il-ferh shih ta’ Kristu

55. “Henjin dawk li ghollew il-jum il-kbir tal-Hadd il fuq mill-jiem 1-
ohra kollha. Is-smewwiet u l-art, I-angli u l-bnedmin jifirhu b’hena bla
gjies”.” Din l-ghajta tal- hturgqa Maronita turi sewwa liema qawwa ghandu
l-ghajat ta’ ferh li minn dejjem kien il-karatteristika tal-FHadd fil-liturgiji
tal-Lvant u tal-Punent. Barra dan, storikament — gabel stess ma 1-Hadd
gie meqjus bhala jum ta’ mistrieh, haga li fiha qatt ma haseb il-kalendarju
¢ivili — l-insara dejjem iccelebraw il-jum tal-Qawmien tal-Mulej mill-
imwiet, bhala jum ta’ ferh kbir. “Fl-ewwel jum tal-gimgha, intom ilkoll
ghandkom tifirhu”, tghid id-Didascalia.!® Dan kienet titolbu wkoll id-
drawwa liturgika bl-ghazla ta’ gesti adatti!’® Huwa u jfakkar dan I-
gharfien fil-Knisja kollha, Santu Wistin jiddeskrivi il-ferh ta’ 1-Ghid ta’
kull gimgha b’dan il-kliem: “Sawm ma jkunx hemm, it-talb jinghad bil-
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wieqfa, bhala sinjal tal-qawmien mill-imwiet, u huwa ghalhekk ukoll li
1-Hallelujah titkanta kull nhar ta’ Hadd”.1%2

A .
56. Barra mis-suriet ritwali partikolari, li jvarjaw minn zmien ghal

- zmien u jiddependu mid-dixxiplina tal-Knisja, hemm il-fatt li 1-Hadd, li

jfakkar kull gimgha I-ewwel laqgha tad-dixxipli mal-Mulej, dejjem juri I-

ferh li hassew id-dixxipli meta raw il-Mulej u sellmulu: “Id-dixxipli ferhu

meta raw il-Mulej” (Gw 20, 20). Dan iwettaq il-kliem li qal Gesit qabel il-

passjoni tieghu u li baga’ jidwi f'kull generdzzjoni: “Ghad iggarrbu n-

niket, imma n-niket taghkom ghad jinbidel f hena” (Gw 16, 20). Forsi ma

talabx hu stess ghal dan, biex id-dixxipli jkollhom “il-milja tal-ferh” (ara_
Gw 17, 13)? Il-karattru festiv ta’ 1-Ewkaristija tal-Hadd turi I-ferh li Kristu

jwassal lill-Knisja bid-don ta’ I-Ispirtu. L-hena hu wiehed mill-frottijiet ta’

l-Ispirtu (ara Rum 14, 17; Gal 5, 27).

57. Mela jekk irridu nkunu nafu mill-gdid it-tifsir shih tal-Hadd, irridu
nergghu nsibu d-dimensjoni tal-hajja tal-fidi. Hi haga zgura li, dan il-ferh
irid jinhass tul hajjitna kollha, u mhux biss f'jum wiehed tal-gimgha. Izda,
minhabba li I-Hadd hu l-jum ta’ Kristu rxoxt u jiccelebra x-xoghol ta’ Alla
fil-holgien, u “1-holgien gdid”, il-Hadd hu jum ta’ ferh b’'mod spe¢jali, anzi
hu l-jum l-aktar adatt biex nitghallmu x’inhu l-ferh u X'inhi n-natura vera
tieghu u l-gherugq fil-fond tieghu. M’ ghandniex nahsbu li I-ferh hu l-istess
haga bhas-sentiment fieragh ta’ sodisfazzjon u ta’ pjacir, li jferrah is-sensi
u l-emozzjonijiet ghal ftit mumenti, imma jhalli fil-qalb nuqqas ta’
sodisfazzjon u mrar. Fil-fehma ta’ l-insara, il-ferh jibga” u jfarrag, kif
jixhdu 1-qadd151n, u tista’ ssibu wkoll wagt il-lejl mudlam tat-tbatija.i%
B'¢ertu mod hu “virtll” li wiehed ghandu jghozz .

58. Izda ma hemm ebda oppozizzjoni bejn il-ferh nisrani u l-ferh uman
veruy, 1i fil-fatt joghla ‘'l fuq u ghandu s-sisien ewlenija tieghu proprju fil-
ferh ta” Kristu glorifikat, xbieha perfetta u rivelata tal-bniedem, kif riedu
Alla. Kif kiteb Pawlu VI, il-Papa ta’ qabli, fl-ezortazzjoni tieghu dwar il-
ferh nisrani: “Fl-essenza tieghu, il-ferh nisrani huwa tishib fil-ferh bla
gjies, divin u uman fl-istess wagqt, li jinsab fil-qalb ta’ Kristu glorjuz”.1®
[I-Papa Pawlu VI temm l-eZzortazzjoni tieghu billi talab li fJum il-Mulej
il-Knisja taghti xhieda qawwija tal-ferh li hassew 1-Appostli meta raw il-

- Mulej fil-lejl ta’ 1-Ghid. Ghal dan il-ghan, hu heggeg lir-raghajja biex

jinsistu fuq il-htiega li l-imghammdin kollha pccelebraw bil-ferh 1-
Ewkaristija tal-Hadd.

Kif qatt setghu jhallu fil-genb din il- -laggha, din l-ikla li Kristu jhejji
b’imhabba ghalina? Jalla t-tishib taghna fiha jkun jixraq u kollu ferh! Hu
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Kristu, imsallab u glorifikat, i jigi fost id-dixxipli tieghu, biex imexxihom
ilkoll flimkien ghat-tigdid tal-Qawmien tieghu mill-imwiet. Dan huwa I-
qofol, hawn fid-dinja, tal-patt ta" mhabba bejn Alla u l-poplu tieghu: is-
sinjal u l-bidu tal-ferh nisrani, pass ‘il quddiem fil-mixi lejn il-festa ta’
dejjem”.1% Din id-dehra ta’ fidi turi li 1-Hadd nisrani hu tassew “zmien
ta’ ¢elebrazzjoni”, jum moghti minn Alla lill-bnedmin ghall-kobor shih
taghhom, uman u spiritwali.

II-milja tas-Sibt

59. Dan l-aspett tal-Hadd nisrani juri b’'mod specjali kif il-Hadd iwettaq
is-3ibt tal-Patt il-Qadim. FJum il-Mulej, kif ga ghedna, it-Testment il-
Qadim jghaqqad flimkien ix-xoghol tal-holgien (ara Gen 2, 1-3; Es 20, 8-
11) ul-Esodu (ara Dewt 5, 12-15), waqt li n-nisrani hu msejjah biex ihabbar
il-holgien gdid u l-patt il-gdid li sehh bil-misteru ta” 1-Ghid ta’ Kristu. I¢-
celebrazzjoni tal-holgien ma tnehhitx, imma saret aktar gholja f'dehra
Kristocentrika, ghax bdiet tidher fid-dawl ta” Allali “jigbor kollox fi Kristu
kull ma hu fl-art u kull ma hu fis-sema” (Ef 1, 10). It-tifkira tal-helsien fl-
Esndu wkoll tikseb tifsir shih malli ssir tifkira tal-helsien li kiseb Kristu
bil-mewt u l-qawmien tieghu mill-imwiet. Il-Hadd ma hax post is-Sibt
imma wettqu u temmu u f'¢ertu sens tawlu u wrieh fis-shuhija kollha
tieghu fl-izvilupp ordnat ta’ l-istorja tas- salvazz]om, li tilhaq il-milja
taghha fi Kristu. :

60. Fid-dawl ta’” dan, it-teologija bibblika tas-Sibt terga” tingharaf fis-
shuhija kollha taghha, minghajr ma tnaqqgas xejn mill-karattru nisrani tal-
Hadd. Hi teologija li bla heda treggaghna lura, mimlijin staghgib, lejn il-

‘misteru tal-bidu, metal-Kelma ta’ Alla ta’ dejjem b’ghemil hieles ta’ mhabba,
holqot id-dinja mix-xejn. Ix-xoghol tal-holqien gie sigillat bil-barka u 1-
konsagrazzjoni taljum li fih Alla “waqaf mix-xoghol kollu tieghu 1i kien
ghamel fil-holgien” (Gen 2, 3). Jum il-mistrieh ta” Alla jaghti tifsir liz-2mien,
li fir-ritmu regolari ta’ gimgha wara ohra, ikollu mhux biss regolarita
kronologika imma wkoll, biex nghidu hekk, risonanza teologika. Is-shabbat,
li dejjem jerga’ jigi, warrab is-sogru li z-zmien jinghalaq fih innifsu, ghax
jibga” dejjem miftuh ghall-eternita huwa u jilga’ ‘1 Alla u lil kairoi tieghu
- jigifieri I-mument tal-grazzja u ta’ I-ghemil salvifiku tieghu.

61. Bhala s-seba’ jum, imbierek u konsagrat minn Alla, is-“Shabbat”
itemm ix-xoghol kollu tal-holgien u ghalhekk hu minnufih marbut max-
~xoghol tas-sitt jum, meta Alla halaq il-bniedem “fuq is-sura u x-xbieha
tieghu” (ara Gen 1, 26) Din ir-rabta hekk m111—qr1b bejn “Jum Alla” u “I-
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jumil-bniedem” intebhu biha Missirijiet il-Knisja fil-meditazzjoni taghhcm
tal-grajja bibblika tal-holgien. Dwar dan San Ambrog jikteb: “Hajr mela
lil Alla Sidna li temm xoghol li fih seta’ jsib mistrieh. Halaq is-smewwiet,
izda mkien ma naqraw li fihom sab il-mistrieh tieghu; ghamel il-kwiekeb,
ix-xemx u l-qamar u langas hawn ma naqraw li sab il-mistrieh tieghu
fihom. Izda naqraw li ghamel il-bniedem u mbaghad strah, huwa u jsib
fih xi hadd li seta’ joffrilu I-mahfra ta’ dnubietu”.1% Ghalhekk dejjem se
jkun hemm rabta diretta bejn “il-jum ta’ Alla” u “jum il-bniedem”. Meta
l-kmandament ta” Alla jghid: “Ftakar fjum is-Sibt u qaddsu” (Es 20, 8)
il-mistrieh ordnat biex jinghata gieh lilljum lil Alla bla ebda mod ma hu
xi toqol fuq il-bniedem, imma ghajnuna biex jaghraf li jiddependi ghal
kollox minn Alla ghall-hajja u ghall-helsien tieghu, u fl-istess waqt jaghraf
is-sejha tieghu biex jissieheb fix-xoghol tal-Hallieq u jikseb il-grazzja

- tieghu. Meta jaghti gieh lill-“mistrieh” ta’ Alla, il-bniedem isib lilu nnifsu

kollu kemm hu, u hekk Jum il-Mulej ikollu s-sinjal kbir tal-barka ta’ Alla
(ara Gen 2, 3) li biha, nistghu nghidu, jistaghna b’sura bhal dik li biha
jistaghnu l-annimali u l-istess bniedem, b’sura ta’ fertilita” (ara Gen 1,
22.28). Din il-fertilita tidher fuq kollox fil-mili u, f' ¢ertu sens, fit-tkattir taz-
Zmien innifsu, bit-tkattir fil-bnedmin kollha tal-ferh tal-hajja u tax-xewga
li g¢ib ‘il quddiem u taghti l-hajja.

62. Hu ghalhekk dmir I-insara 1i jiftakru li, ghalkemm ma ghadhorax
isiru l-ghemejjel marbutin mas-Sibt Lhudi, ghax dahlet flokhom il-
“milja” i jgib il-Hadd, ir-ragunijiet ghaliex ghandna nqaddsu jum il-
Hadd - imnizzlin b’'mod solenni fl-ghaxar kmandamenti ~ ghadhom
jiswew, ghalkemm iridu jitfissru mill-gdid fid-dawl tat-teologija u 1-
ispiritwalita tal-Hadd: “Hares jum is-Sibt u gaddsu, bhalma ordnalek il-
Mulej Alla tieghek. Sitt ijiem tista’ tahdem u taghmel ix-xoghol kollu
tieghek. Imma s-seba’ jum hu l-mistrieh tal-Mulej, Alla tieghek: ebda
xoghol ma ghandek taghmel dakinhar, la int, la ibnek u lanqas bintek;
la l-qaddej u lanqgas il-qaddejja tieghek; la l-barri, la l-hmar u ebda
wahda mill-bhejjem tieghek; lanqas il-barrani li jghix fbeltek, halli
jistriehu bhalek il-qaddejja tieghek, irgiel u nisa. Ftakar li int kont ilsir
fl-art ta’ 1-Egittu, u 1-Mulej, Alla tieghek, hargek minn hemm b'id
gawwija u driegh merfugh: ghalhekk il-Mulej Alla tieghek, ordnalek. li
thares jum is-Sibt” (Dewt 5, 12-15). Hawn il-harsien tas-Sibt hu marbut
sewwa mal-helsien 1i Alla ta lill-poplu tieghu.

63. Kristu gie biex jaghmel “Esodu” gdid, biex jaghti helsien ILill-
mahqurm Fejjaq hafna f'jum is-Sibt (ara Mt12, 9-14 u siltiet ohra bhalu):
zgur dan ghamlu mhux biex jikser Jum il-Mulej, imma biex juri t-tifsir shih
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tieghu: “Is-Sibt kien maghmul ghall-bniedem, u mhux il-bniedem ghas-
Sibt” (Mk2, 27). Huwa u jehodha kontra t-tifsira legalistika dejqa hafna
li xi whud minn nies ta’ Zmienu jaghtu lis-Sibt bibbliku, Gesty, bhala “Sid
is-5ibt” (MK2, 28), jerga’ jaghti lill-harsien tas-Sibt il-karattru tieghu ta’
helsien, huwa u jhares bla mittiefsa d-dmirijiet u d-drittijiet tal-bniedem.
Hu ghalhekk li l-insara, imsejhin biex ihabbru J-helsien mirbuh bid-demm
ta’ Kristu, hassew li kelhom is-setgha li jghaddu ghall-Hadd il-qawmien
mill-imwiet it-tifsira tas-Sibt. L-Ghid tal-Mulej heles il-bniedem minn
jasar aktar kiefer minn dak li bih kien mghobbi “poplu mahqur” ~ il-jasar
tad-dnub, li jbieghed lill-bniedem minn Alla, minnu nnifsu u mill-ohrajn
.ublahedajizra’ fil-grajja tal-bniedem iz-zerriegha tal-hazen u tal-vjolenza.

* Jum il-mistrieh

64. Ghal mijiet ta’ snin l-insara harsu 1-Hadd biss bhala jum ta’ qima,
minghajr qatt ma taw tifsira specifika ghall-mistrieh tas-Sibt ghax ma
setghux. Mir-raba’ seklu biss il-ligi ¢ivili ta” I-Imperu Ruman gharfet ir-
ritmu tal-gimghat, u riedet li fjum ix-xemx l-imhallfin, in-nies ta’ l-ibliet
u l-hafna ghaqdiet tal-haddiema ma jahdmux.!” L-insara ferhu jaraw
jitwarrab it-tfixkil li sa dak iz-zmien xi drabi kien jaghmlilhom erojku I-
harsien ta’ Jum il-Mulej. Issa setghu jiddedikaw ruhhom ghat-talb flimkien,
bla ebda tfixkil.1%

Ikun zball tqis il-ligijiet dwar ir-ritmu tal-gimghat biss bhala ¢irkostanza
storika bla ebda tifsir ghall-Knisja li ghalhekk setghet twarrabha fil-
genb. Izda wkoll wara l-waqgha ta’ I-Imperu Ruman, il-Knisja baqghet
tinsisti fuq l-arrangamenti li kien hemm dwar il-mistrieh tal-Hadd. Fil-
pajjizi fejn l-insara huma minoranza u l-festi tal-kalendarju ¢ivili ma
jagblux mal-Hadd, huwa dejjem il-Hadd li jibqa’ Jum il-Mulej, il-jum li
fih l-insara jingabru flimkien ghall-gemgha ewkaristika. Izda dan jista’
jitlob hafna sagrifi¢¢ji. Ghall-insara m’hijiex haga normali 1i I-Hadd, li
hu jum ta” celebrazzjoni u ta’ ferh ma jkunx ukoll jum ta’ mistrieh, u
hi haga difficli ghalihom iqaddsu 1-Hadd meta ma ghandhomx zmien
liberu bizzejjed.

65. Min-naha l-ohra, ir-rabta bejn Jum il-Mulej u ljum ta’ mistrieh fis-
so¢jeta civili ghandha tifsir u importanza li jmorru ‘1 hemm mill-fehma
vera nisranija. L-alternanza bejn xoghol u mistrieh, ki hi fin-natura stess
tal-bniedem, iridha Alla nnifsu, kif tidher mill-grajja tal-holgien fil-Ktieb
tal-Genesi (ara 2, 2-3; Es 20, 8-11): il-mistrieh hu xi haga “qaddisa”, ghaliex
hu dik is-sura li biha I-bniedem jitwarrab mix-xoghol, xi kultant impenjattiv

583



Ay

BULLETTIN TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI

hafna fuq l-art, biex jerga’ jintebah li kollox hu hidma ta’ Alla. Hemm
periklu li s-setghat ta’ l-ghageb fuq il-holgien li Alla ta lill-bniedem, .
jistghu jwasslu biex il-bniedem jinsa li Alla hu I-Hallieq li minnu kollox
jiddependi. Hi xi haga aktar urgenti fi zmienna li ahna nagharfu din id-
dipendenza, meta x-xjenza u t-teknologija ziedu b’'mod tassew ta’ 1-
ghageb s-setgha li l-bniedem jista’ jhaddem bix-xoghol tieghu.

66. Fl-ahharnett, ma ghandniex ninsew li fi zmienna wkoll ix-xoghol
hu haga iebsa hafna ghal kotra l-kbira tan-nies, kemm minhabba l-qaghda
iebsa tax-xoghol u t-tul tas-sighat —- spe¢jalment fir-regjonijiet I-aktar foqra
tad-dinja u kemm ghaliex, fis-socjetajiet I-aktar Zviluppati ekonomikament,
ghad fadal hafna kazijiet ta” ingustizzja u ta’ sfruttament tal-bniedem
minn bnedmin ohra. Meta 1-Knisja, tul iz-zZminijiet, ghamlet ligijiet dwar
il-mistrieh tal-Hadd,'” dejjem kellha fi hsiebha l-aktar ix-xoghol tal-
gaddejja u tal-haddiema, izda dan Zgur mhux ghax dan ix-xoghol hu
ingas ta’ siwi imgabbel mal-htigijiet spiritwali tal-harsien tal-Hadd, imraa
ghax riedet tirregolah aktar biex thaffiflu t-toqol u kulhadd ikun jista’
jgaddes Jum il-Mulej. F'din il-haga, il-Papa Ljun XIII fl-enc¢iklika Rrum
novarum tkellem dwar il-mistrieh tal-Hadd bhala dritt tal—haddiema, li
ghandu jkun garantit mill-Istat.!!

Fil-kuntest storiku taghna hemm dejjetn id-dmir li kulhad ikun zgurat
li psta ]gawd1 dak il- he151en u dak ﬂ-m1str1eh li tlthb 1d—d1n]1ta tal-
i jmorru maghhom; u 11 diffichi Ii wxehed ]1ssodlsfahom jekk ma jkunx
hemm almenu gurnata fil-gimgha 1i fiha n-nies ikunu jistghu kemm
jistriehu u kemm jiccelebraw. Naturalment, id-dritt tal-haddiema ghall-
mistrieh jissopponi d-dritt ghax-xoghol, u, ahna u nahsbu fuq il-fehma
nisranija tal-Fadd, ma jistax ikun li ma niftakrux, b’sens kbir ta’ solidarjeta,
fit-tbatija ta’ tant u tant irgiel u nisa li ghax q1eghda, bilfors ma jistghux
jahdmu lanqas fil-granet tax-xoghol.

67. Bil-mistrieh tal-Hadd il-hsibijiet u l-hidmiet ta’ kuljum jistghu
jidhru fil-verita proprja taghhom: il-hwejjeg materjali li jinkwetana jcedu
posthom ghall-valuri spiritwali; £ lagghat u fi djalogu hieni nkunu nistghu
naraw il-wi¢¢ veru tan-nies li maghhom qged nghixu. II-gmiel ukoll tan-
natura — spiss imhassar bil-hsieb ta” l-isfruttament, li jispi¢ca biex ikun ta’
hsara ghall-bniedem innifsu — nergghu naghrfuh u ngawduh sewwa.
Bhala ljum li fih il-bniedem hu pac¢i ma’ Alla, mieghu nnifsu u ma’ I-
ohrajn, il-Hadd isir mument li fih in-nies jistghu jergghu jharsu lejn 1-
ghegubijiet tan-natura u jhallu tahtathom l-armonija ta’ l-ghageb u
misterjuza, li fi kliem San Ambrog tghaqqad flimkien il-hafna elementi
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ta’ l-univers “f'rabta ta’ ghaqda u sliem”, permezz tal-ligi li ma tithassar
qatt, ihossu aktar fil-fond li kif jghid I-Appostlu, “kull ma halaq Alla hu
tajjeb u xejn ma ghandu jintrema jekk jigi milqugh b'radd il-hajr, ghaliex
imbaghad ikun konsagrat bil-kelma ta’ Alla u bit-talb” (ITim 41, 4-5). Jekk
wara sitt ijiem xoghol - li llum saru hamsa ghal hafna nies — il-bnedmin
ifittxu Zmien ta’ mistrieh u jinteressaw ruhhom aktar fl-aspetti lI-ohra ta’
hajjithom, ikunu qged juru htiega vera, htiega li hi f'armonija perfetta mal-
vizjoni tal-messagg evangeliku. Dawk li jemmnu huma msejhin biex
jissodisfaw din il-htiega b’mod li jagbel u jkun konsistenti mal-fidi personali
u komunitarja taghhom, kif tfisser i¢-celebrazzjoni u 1-qdusija ta’ Jum il-
Mulej. :

Mela, ukoll fi¢-cirkostanzi partikolari ta’ Zmienna, l-insara naturalment
ghandhom ijhabirku biex il-legislazzjoni ¢ivili tirrispettalhom id-dmir li
jgqaddsu l-Hadd. Hu X'inhu, huma ghandhom dmir fil-kuxjenza li jirrangaw
il-mistrieh taghhom tal-Hadd b’'mod li jkunu jistghu jiehdu sehem fl-
Ewkaristija, billi ma jaghmlux xoghol u attivitajiet li ma jagblux mal-
qdusija ta” Jum il-Mulej, bil-ferh proprju tieghu u bil-mistrieh mehtieg tar-
ruh u l-gisem. 112

68. Biex il-mistrieh ma jispi¢cax li jkun Zmien vojt u ta’ dwejjaq, irid
joffri ghana spiritwali, aktar liberta u opportunitajiet ta” kontemplazzjoni
u ta’ xirka bejn I-ahwa. Ghalhekk, mill-hafna suriet ta’ kultura u rikreazzjoni
li s-so¢jeta toffri, l-insara ghandhom jaghzlu dawk li aktar jagblu mal-hajja
li jghixu skond il-precetti ta” I-Evangelju. Il-mistrieh tal-Hadd imbaghad
isir “profetiku”, ghax ihabbar mhux biss il-primat assolut ta” Alla, imma
wkoll il-primat u d-dinjita tal-persuna b’relazzjoni ghal dak li titlob il-
hajja so¢jali u ekonomika, wagqt li tkun tanti¢ipa b'xi mod is-smewwiet
godda ul-art gdida fejn il-helsien mill-jasar tal-htigijiet ikun shih u jispi¢¢a
datba ghal dejjem. Fi ftit kliem Jum il-Mulej, isir ukoll jum 11-bn1edem
b'mod l-aktar veru.

Jum ta’ solidarjeta

69. Il-Hadd ghandu jkun ghall-insara okkazjoni biex wiehed jaghmel
ghemejjel ta’ hniena, imhabba u appostolat. Thoss il-ferh ta” Kristu rxoxt
fil-fond ta’ qalbek ifisser li tkun tissieheb ghal kollox mieghu fl-imhabba
li thabbat f' qalbu: Ma hemmx ferh bla mhabba! Gesti stess ifissru dan meta
jorbot “il-kmandament gdid” mad-don tal-ferh: “Jekk tharsu I-
kmandamenti tieghi intom tibqghu f'imhabbti, kif jien harist il-kmadamenti
ta’ Missieri u gieghed f'imhabbtu. Ghedtilhom dan biex il-ferh tieghi jkun
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fikom, u biex il-ferh taghkom ikun shih. Dan hu l-kmandament tieghi, i
thobbu lil xulxin kif habbejtkom jien” (Gw 15, 10-12).

Mela l-Ewkaristija tal-Hladd mhux biss ma tehlisx lill-insara mid-dmix
ta’ l-imhabba imma ghall-kuntrarju timpenjahom wisq aktar “fl-ghemejjel
ta’ mhabba, ta’ hniena, ta’ appostolat, li bihom il-fidili ta" Kristu jidhru
li m"humiex ta’ din id-dinja, izda huma d-dawl tad-dinja, huma u jaghtu
glorja lill-Missier quddiem id-dinja” 13

70. Minn zmien 1-Appostli, il-gemgha tal-Hadd kienet mument ta’
gsim bejn l-ahwa l-aktar jekk foqra. “Fl-ewwel jum tal-gimgha kull
wiehed minnkom iwarrab xi haga u jfaddal skond ma jista’” (Kor 16,
2) jghid San Pawl, huwa u jsemmi l-gabra li kienet issir ghall-knejjes
foqgra tal-Lhudija. Fl-Ewkaristija tal-Hadd, il-qalb ta’ min jemmen trid
tinfetah berah biex thaddan id-dimensjoni kollha tal-Knisja. Izda 1-
istedina ta’ l-Appostlu trid tigi milqugha fl-estensjoni kollha taghha:
aktar milli johloq mentalita maghluga ta’ “xi ghotja” (taghtl xi haga
zghira xi darba), San Pawl ried jistieden ghall-kultura ta” gsim tal-gid
impenjattiva, li jridu jghixuha mhux biss il-membri tal-komunita imma
s-so¢jeta kollha kemm hi. 1!

Wisq aktar jehtieg nergghu nisimghu t-twissija severa h San Pawl
jaghmel lill-Korintin, hatja li umiljaw lill-foqra fl-agape bejn l-ahwa wara
1i kienu ssiehbu fl-Ikla tal-Mulej: “Meta tiltaqghu f'post wiehed mhux I-
ikla tal-Mulej li intom tieklu. Ghax kull wiehed minnkom igib, jagbad u
jiekol l-ikel tieghu; wiehed mill-guh u l-iehor fis-sakra. Ma ghandkornx
djar fejn tieklu u tixorbu? Jew tridu twaqqghu fl-ghajb il-Knisja ta” Alla
u ggieghelu jisthu lil dawk li m’ghandhomx?” (IKor 11, 20-22). Hekk ukoll
hu qawwi kliem 1-Appostlu San Gakbu: “Jekk fil-lagghat taghkom jidhol
xi hadd bi¢-crieket tad-deheb f'subghajh u bilbies ilellex, imbaghad jidhol
xi hadd iehor fqir libes imcercer, u intom idduru ma’ dak liebes ilellex
u tghidulu: Int oqghod komdu bilgieghda, waqt li lill-fqir tghidulu: Int
oqghod bil-wieqfa, jew: Int oqghod bilgieghda fuq il-mirfes ta’ riglejja’,
ma jidhrilkomx 1i intom tkunu geghdin taghmlu ghazla bejniethom, u
hekk issiru mhallfin qarrieqa?” (2, 2-4).

~ 71. Dan il-kliem ta’ 1-Appostli nhass sewwa sa mill-ewwel zminijet u
qanqal twegib qawwi fil-predikazzjoni ta” Missirijiet il-Knisja. San Ambrog
kellu kliem jahraq ghall—ghonja li kienu jippretendu jaqdu d-dmirijiet
foqgra, meta ma kinux ]ahqruhom ukoll. “Tisma’, ja ghani, x'jghid il-Mulej?
U int tigi I-knisja mhux biex taghti xi haga lil min hu fqir, imma biex tiehu
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xi haga”.'> Mhux inqas kien esigenti San Gwann Grizostmu: “Trid taghti
gieh lill-gisem ta" Kristu? Twarrbux fil-genb meta hu gheri. Taghtihx gieh
hawn fit-tempju bi drappijiet tal-harir, biex imbaghad twarrbu fil-genb
meta hu barra jbati -bard, u huwa gheri. Dak li qal: “Dan hu gismi” huwa
dak l-istess wiehed li qal: Rajtuni bil-guh u ma tmajtunix’, u ‘Kull ma
ghamiltu ma’ l-icken fost dawn huti ghamiltuh mieghi’... X'tiswa mejda
ewkaristika mghobbija b’kalcijiet tad-deheb meta barra Hu qed imut bil-
guh? L-ewwel xabba lil min hu bil-guh, imbaghad b’dak li jifdallek tista’
zzejjen l-artal” 116

Dan hu kliem li bil-qawwa kollha jfakkar il-komunita nisranija bid-
dmir taghha li taghmel mill-Ewkaristija l-post fejn il-fraternita ssir
solidarjeta bil-fatti, fejn dawk li huma l-ahhar ikunu l-ewwel fil-hsieb u
l-imhabba ta’ l-ahwa, fejn Kristu nnifsu, permezz tad-don generuz
maghmul mill-ghonja lill-foqra, b’xi mod ikun jista” jkompli tul iz-zmien
il-miraklu tat-tkattir tal-hobz.1

72. L-Ewkaristija hi fatt u programm ta’ fraternita. Mill-Quddiesa tal-
Hadd tohrog mewga ta’ mhabba li trid tinxtered fil-hajja kollha ta’ 1-
insara, u tibda billi tispira I-mod kif ghandhom jghixu I-bgija tal-Fadd.
Jekk il-Hadd hu jum ta’ ferh, jehtieg li n-nisrani, bil-fatti u bl-imgiba
tieghu, juri li ma jistax ikun ferhan “wahdu”. Thares madwaru, biex jara
min jehtieg l-ghajnuna u s-solidarjeta tieghu. Jista’ jigri li fl-ambjent
madwaru u fost in-nies li jaf hemm morda, xjuh, tfal, immigrati li jintebhu
proprju nhar ta’ Hadd kemm hu aktar kiefer il-fatt li jinsabu wahedhom,
li huma negsin minn kollox, li qeghdin ibatu. Zgur li l-impenji favur
taghhom ma ghandhomx ikunu biss X'inizjattiva ta” darba f'xi Hadd. Izda
jehitieg qaghda ta’ mpenn shih: ghaliex jum il-Fladd ma ghandux ikun jum
ta’ gsim ta’ gid akbar fost l-ahwa, b’kull xorta ta’ inizjattivi, li l-karita
nisranija kapaci tohloq? Tistieden ghall-ikla tal-Hadd xi persuna wahedha,
izzur il-morda, tipprovdi l-ikel ghal xi familja fil-bzonn, taghti xi siegha
ta” hidma f'inizjattivi ta’ volontarjat u ta” solidarjeta, dawn zgur huma
kollha mezzi biex twassal l-imhabba ta’ Kristu, 1i tinkiseb mill-mejda
ewkaristika, fil-hajja tan-nies.

73. Meta wiehed jghix il-Hadd b’dan il-mod, mhux biss l-Ewkaristija
tal-Hadd imma l-Hadd kollu kemm hu jsir skola ta’ mhabba, ta’ gustizzja
- u ta’ sliem. Il-prezenza ta” Kristu rxoxt fost dawk li huma tieghu, issir

programm ta’ solidarjeta, htiega ta’ tigdid fir-ruh, herqa ghat-tibdil ta” I-
istrutturi tad-dnub li fihom l-individwi, il-komunitajiet u xi drabi popli
~shah isibu ruhhom. Il-Hadd nisrani aktar minn harba mid-dinja hu

587



s

BULLETTIN TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI

“profezija”, miktuba fiz-Zmien, profezija li tobbliga lil kull mn jemmen
biex jimxi wara Kristu, 1i gie fid-dinja biex jaghti “il-helsien lill-imjassrin,
iwassal il-bxara t-tajba lill-fqajrin, id-dawl mill-gdid lill-ghomyja, irodd il-
helsien lill-mahqurin, u jxandar sena ta’ grazzja tal-Mulej” (Lq 4, 18-19).
In-nisrani, huwa u jitghallem minn Kristu, fit-tifkira kull nhar ta” Hadd
ta’ 1-Ghid tal-Mulej, uhuwa u jiftakar fil-weghda tal-Mulej: ‘Jiena nhallilkem
is-sliem, naghtikom is-sliem tieghi’ (Gw 14, 27), isir hu stess haddiem tas-
sliem,

Kap V

Dies Dierum
Il-Hadd, il-festa ewlenija li turi x'ifisser iz-zmien

B

Kristu, I-Alfa u I-Omega taz-zmien

74. “Fil-Kristjanezmu z-zmien ghandu importanza fundamentali. Maz-
zmien inholqot id-dinja, fiz-Zmien issehh il-grajja tas-salvazzjoni, li tilhaq
il-qofol taghha “fil-milja taz-zmien” ta’ I-Inkarnazzjoni waqt li 1-ghan ta’
l-ahhar tieghu hu t-tieni migja ta’ l-Iben ta’ Alla fil-glorja fl-ahhar taz-
zmien. F'Gesit Kristu, il-Verb ta’ Alla maghmul bniedem, i 1z-zm1en jiehu
d-dimensjoni ta” Alla 1i fih innifsu hu bla Zmien”.!'8

Is-snin tal-hajja ta’ Kristu fid-dinja, fid-dawl tat-Testment il-Gdid, hurna
tassew ¢-Centru taz-zmien. Dan i¢-Centru taz-zmien jilhaq il-qofol tieghu
fil-qawmien mill-imwiet. Jekk hu minnu 1i Alla sar bniedem mill-ewwel
mument li tnissel fil-guf tal-Vergni mqaddsa, hu veru wkoll li biss bil-
gawmien mill-imwiet l-umanita giet kollha kemm hi trasfigurata u
glorifikata, u hekk dehret fiha l-identita u l-glorja divina fil-milja kollha
taghha. Fid-diskors li San Pawl ghamel fis-sinagoga ta’ Antjokija ta’
Pisidija, (ara Atti 1, 33) applika ghall-qawmien mill-imwiet ta’ Kristu
Kliem it-tieni Salm: “Ibni int, jien illum nissiltek”. Hu proprju ghalhekk
li fil-Vgili ta” 1-Ghid il-Knisja turina lil Kristu rxoxt bhala “1-Bidu u t-
Tmiem, I-Alfa u1-Omega.” Dan il-kliem li jghid i¢-celebrant huwa u jhejji
I-blandun, li fuqu tigi minquxa s-sena li tkun, juri ¢ar 1i Kristu hu Sid iz~
zmien, hu l-bidu u t-tmiem tieghu; kull sena, kull jum, kull mument
jithaddnu mill-Inkarnazzjoni u mill-qawmien mill-imwiet biex hekk isibu
posthom “fil-milja taz-zminijiet” .11
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75. Ghaliex il-Hadd hu I-Ghid ta’ kull gimgha, li fih jigi mfakkar u jsehh
iljum li fih Kristu gam mill-imwiet, hu wkoll il-jum li juri x'inhu z-zZmien.
Ma ghandu xejn x’jagsam mac-¢ikli kosmici li r-religjon naturali u 1-
kultura umana jgisuhom bhala dawk li jirregolaw ir-ritmu taz-zmien, u
forsi jahsbu wkoll fuq il-hrafa li d-dinja tibga’ tintemm u terga’ ssir
eternament. Il-Hadd nisrani hu xi haga ghal kollox differenti. Il-Hadd
nisrani, li johrog mill-qawmien mill-imwiet ta’ Kristu, jghaddi minn nofs
iz-zmien tal-bniedem, mix-xhur, is-snin u s-sekli, bhal vlegga li turihom
it-trig u tmexxihom lejn il-mument tat-tieni migja ta’ Kristu. II-Hadd hu
xbieha minn gabel ta’ I-ahhar jum, tal-Parusia, li b’xi mod ga giet anticipata
mill-glorja ta” Kristu fil-qawmien mill-imwiet.

Fil-fatt kulma jigri, sa l-ahhar tad-dinja, ma huwiex hlief estensjoni u
esplic¢itazzjoni ta’ dak li sehh filjum 1 fih il-gisem martirizzat ta’ I-
Imsallab, irxoxta bil-qawwa ta’ l-Ispirtu u, min-naha tieghu sar ukoll
fawwara ta’ l-Ispirtu ghall-gens kollu tal-bnedmin. In-nisrani ghalhekk jaf
li ma ghandux jistenna xi zmien iehor ta’ salvazzjoni, ghax id-dinja, li
ddum kemm se ddum fiz-zmien, ga tinsab fl-ahhar taz-zmien. Mhux biss
il-Knisja, imma l-univers ukoll u I-istorja huma kontinwament iggvernati
u mmexxija minn Kristu glorifikat. Hi din il-qawwa ta’ hajja i qed
timbutta 'l quddiem il-holgien, 1i “ghadu jitniehed bl-ugigh tal-hlas”
(Rum 8, 22), lejn il-helsien shih tieghu. Il-bniedem ghandu hjiel dghajjef
hafna ta’ dan il-mixi; izda l-insara ghandhom il-muftieh u ¢-Certezza
tieghu, u t-tqaddis tal-Hadd hu xhieda, tfisser hafna, li l-insara huma
msejhin biex jaghtu, ghax iz-zmien tal-bniedem hu dejjem imwettaq mit-
tama.

II- Ha dd fis-sena liturgika

76. Jekk jum il-Mulej, bir-ritmu tieghu ta’ kull gimgha, ghandu l-gheruq'

tieghu fit- tradizzjoni l-aktar antika tal-Knisja, u ghandu importanza vitali
ghan-nisrani, hemm ritmu iehor li ma damx wisq biex juri ruhu fil-Knisja:
ir-ritmu tas-snin ta’ sena wara ohra. Taqgbel hafna mal-psikologija tal-
bniedem id-drawwa ta’ l-anniversarji, 1i jsiehbu t-tifkira ta’ grajjiet ta’ I-
imghoddi mad-dati u l-istaguni li fihom sehhu.

Meta mbaghad dawn il-grajjiet kienu fatti decizivi fil-hajja tal-poph, hi
haga normali li kull meta tigi d-data ta” dawn il-grajjiet, iggib maghhas-
sens ta’ festa li jikser il-monotnija tal-hajja ta” kull jum.

Issa l-grajjiet ewlenin li fughom timbena l-hajja tal-Knisja kienu fil-
hsieb ta” Alla marbutin ma’ 1-Ghid u ma’ Ghid il-Hamsin, li bhala zewg
festi tal-Lhud habbru minn qgabel il-festi nsara. Mit-tieni seklu, ic-
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¢elebrazzjoni kull sena mill-insara tal-festa ta’ 1-Ghid, mizjuda mac-
celebrazzjoni ta” 1-Ghid kull gimgha, wasslet biex il-meditazzjoni fuq il-
misteru ta” Kristu mejjet u rxoxt titwessa aktar. Il-festa ta” 1-Ghid, imhejjija
b’sawma, u ¢elebrata matul vgili twila u mtawla b’hamsin jum sa Ghid
il-Hamsin, saret “il-festa tal-festi kollha”, u ljum tad-dhul solenni tal-
katekumeni fil-hajja nisranija. Fil-fatt, huma bll—maghmudlja jmutu ghad-
dnub u jqumu ghal hajja gdida u dan ghaliex Kristu “gie moghti ghall-
mewt ghal dnubietna u mqajjem ghall-gustifikazzjoni taghna” (Rum 4,25;
ara 6, 3-11). Minhabba r-rabta intima mal-misteru ta’ 1-Ghid, il-festa ta’
Ghid il-Hamsin, li fiha ni¢¢elebraw il-migja ta’ l-Ispirtu s-Santu fuq I
Appostli, migburin flimkien ma’ Marija, u I-bidu tal-missjoni ta’ I-Appos tli
fost il-popli kollha tikseb importanza specjali.'?’

77. Logika kommermorattiva bhal din wasslet ghall-istruttura tas-sena
liturgika. Kif ifakkar il-Kon¢ilju Vatikan II, il-Knisja riedet tqassam “il-
misteru ta’ Kristu mill-Inkarnazzjoni u 1-Milied sat-tlugh fis-sema, sa jum
Ghid il-Hamsin, u I-mistennija tat-tama hienja tad-dehra tal-Mulej meta
jerga’ jigi. II-Knisja, hija u tfakkar b’dan il-mod il-misteri tal-fidwa, tiftah
ghall-fidili taghha t-tezori tal-qawwa u l-merti tal-Mulej, biex b'xi mod
ikunu prezent1 f'kull Zmien, u l-fidili jkunu jistghu jgawduhom u jimtlew
bil-grazzja tas-salvazzjoni”.!*!

Celebrazzjoni mill-aktar solenni wara 1-Ghid u Ghid il-Hamsin, hi 1-
Milied, li fih l-insara jahsbu fuq il-misteru ta’ l-Inkarnazzjoni u
jikkontemplaw il-Verb ta’ Alla li ghogbu jsir briedem bhalna b1ex jaghtina
sehem min-natura tieghu ta’ Alla.

78. F'dan i¢-¢iklu ta’ kull sena tal-misteri ta” Kristu, il-Knisja “tivvenera
b’imhabba spedjali I-Vergni Marija, Omm Alla, marbuta b’'mod li ma
jinhall gatt ma’ l-opra salvifika ta’ Binha”.122 Hekk ukoll il-Knisja, hija u
ddahhal f'dan i¢-¢iklu ta’ kull sena, fl-okkazjoni ta’ I-anniversarji taghhom,
it-tifkira tal-Martri u tal-Qaddisin I-ohra, “ixxandar il-misteru ta” 1-Ghid
fil-Qaddisin li batew ma’ Kristu u mieghu gew glorifikati”.1?® It-tifkira tal-
Qaddisin, celebrata skond l-ispirtu veru tal-liturgija, ma toskurax il-post
centrali i ghandu Kristu, anzi tghollih, ghax juri l-qawwa tal-fidwa -
tieghu. Kif ikanta San Paolino ta’ Nola: “Kollox jghaddi, izda I-glorja tal-
Qaddisin tibga’ fi Kristu, li jgedded kollox, izda hu jibqa’ dejjem I-
istess”.1?* Din ir-relazzjoni intrinsika tal-glorja tal-Qaddisin ma’ din ta’
Kristu tinsab fl-istruttura stess tas-sena liturgika. U ssib l-espressjoni I-
aktar gholja taghha proprju fil-karattru fondamentali u dominanti tal-
Hadd bhala Jum il-Mulej. L-impenn ekklesjali u spiritwali tan-nisrani,
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huwa u jghix is-sena liturgika, fil-harsien tal-Hdud li jirregolawha, ikollu
gherugq fil-fond fi Kristu, li fih isib ghaliex ghandu jghix u li minnu hu
ispirat u jir¢ievi l-manteniment.

79. 1l-Hadd ghalhekk jidher bhala I-mudell naturali biex nifhmu
x'inhuma, u ni¢celebraw, dawk is-solennitajiet tas-sena liturgika li
ghandhom siwi kbir ghall-hajja nisranija, siwi hekk kbir li 1-Knisja riedet
turih billi obbligat lill-insara ‘f' nharhom ghal tishib fil-Quddiesa u I-
mistrieh mix-xoghol, minkejja li jigu mhux f'xi Hadd, imma ma’ xi jum
tal-gimgha.'® L-ghadd ta’ dawn il-festi tbiddel kemm-il darba tul iz-
zminijiet skond il-qaghdiet so¢jali u ekonomic¢i u skond l-gheruq taghhom
fit-tradizzjoni u l-appogg ta’ l-awtoritajiet ¢ivili.!?

Skond l-ordni kanoniko-liturgiku li hemm illum kull Konferenza
Episkopali, minhabba ¢-¢irkostanzi proprji ta’ kull pajjiz, tista” tnaqqas 1-
ghadd tal-festi kmandati. Dawn id-decizjonijiet iridu jitwettqu
b’epprovazzjoni specjali tas-Santa Sede'®” u f'dan il-kas i¢-¢elebrazzjoni
ta’ misteru tal-Mulej, bhalma huma I-Epifanija, Tlugh il-Mulej fis-sema,
u Corpus Christi jigu trasferiti ghall-Fladd skond in-normi liturgici, biex
l-insara ma jigux im¢ahhdin mill-meditazzjoni taghhom.'? Ir-Raghajja ta’
l-erwieh ghandhom ukoll ihossu d-dmir li jheggu 1-fidili biex jissiehbu fil-
Quddiesa fil-festi ta’ ¢erta importanza, li jigu matul il-gimgha.'?

. 80. Hi mehtiega attenzjoni pastorali specjali f'hafna ¢irkostanzi, meta

minhabba tradizzjonijiet popolari u kulturali proprji ta” xi ambjent, jistghu
jidhlu fic-celebrazzjoni tal-Hadd u ta’ festi liturgici ohra u jithalltu ma’
l-ispirtu ta’ fidi vera nisranija, elementi li ma ghandhomx x’jagsmu sew
maghha u forsi jistghu jisfigurawha. Dawn l-affarijiet iridu jigu ¢carati
permezz tal-katekezi u ta’ interventi pastorali f' waqthom, u jigi mwarrab
kull ma jagbilx ma’ -Evangelju ta” Kristu. Izda ma ghandu jintesa qatt
li dawn it-tradizzjonijiet — u dan jghodd ukoll ghall-programmi kulturali
godda tas-socjeta ¢ivili — m"humiex neqgsin xi valuri li jistghu jigu integrati
bla ebda diffikulta ma’ dak li titlob il-fidi. Hu dmir ir-Raghajja li
b’dixxerniment ghaqli jzommu dawk il-valuri li jinsabu fil-kultura ta’ xi
ambjent socjali determinat u l-aktar fir-religjosita popolari, b’'mod li ¢-
¢elebrazzjoni liturgika, spec¢jalment dik tal-Hdud u l-festi, ma ggarrabx
hsara, izda tikseb benefic¢ju u vantaggi.'>
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Gheluq

.81. L-ghana spiritwali u pastorali tal-Fadd kif gie mwassal lilna mit-
tradizzjoni, hu tassew kbir. Meta jifhmu x'inhu t-tifsir u x'jitlob il-Hadd
fil-milja kollha tieghu, b’xi mod naraw li huwa sintesi tal-hajja kollha
nisranija u kondizzjoni biex wiehed jghix hajja tajba. Dan juri b’'mod ¢ar
ghaliex il-harsien tal-Fladd hu tant ghall-qalb tal-Knisja, u ghaliex il-Hadd
baga’ obbligu gravi fid-dixxiplina tal-Knisja. IZzda aktar milli precett, 1-
obbligu tal-Hadd ghandu jitqies bhala htiega li tohrog mill-fond tal-hajja
nisranija. Hu verament importanti li l-insara kollha jkunu konvinti li rma
jistghux jghixu 1-fidi taghhom u jkollhom sehem shih fil-hajja tal-komunita
nisranija jekk ma jissiechbux regolament mal-gemgha Ewkaristika tal-
Hadd. Fl-Ewkaristija ssehh il-qima fil-milja kollha taghha, dik il-gima li
l-bnedmin kollha huma fid-dmir li jaghtu lil Alla, u li ma tistax tigi
mgqgabbla ma’ ebda esperjenza religjuza ohra. Espressjoni tassew effikaci
ta’ dan hi I-laqgha tal-Hadd tal-komunita kollha, hija u tobdi lehen il-
Muilej imqgajjem mill-imwiet li jistieden flimkien il-fidili tieghu biex
idawwalhom bil-kelma tieghu u jmantnihom bil-Gisem tieghu, bhala
ghajn sagramentali tas-salvazzjoni li ma tieqaf qatt. Il-grazzja li tfawwar
minn din l-ghajn iggedded il-bniedem, il-hajja u l-istorja.

82. U b’din il-konvinzjoni hekk qawwija ta’ fidi, u bl-gharfien tal-wirt
ta’ valuri umani li jigu mill-harsien tal-Hadd, li I-insara llum iridu jhabbtu
wi¢chom mal-hajriet ta’ kultura li taccetta 1-gid tal-mistrieh u .tal-hin
liberu, izda li spiss tuzahom b'mod superficjali u xi drabi tithajjar ghal
suriet ta’ divertimenti moralment mhux tajbin. Veru li l-insara m"humiex
xi nies differenti minn nies l-ohra, fit-tgawdija tal-mistrieh kull gimgha;
izda fl-istess waqt huma jafu sewwa x'inhi l-originalita tal-Hadd, u li ma
hemmx jum iehor bhalu, ghax hu l-jum li fih huma msejhin biex ji¢celebraw
is-salvazzjoni taghhom u dik tal-bnedmin kollha. II-Hadd hu jum ta’ ferh
u hu jum ta” mistrieh proprju ghaliex hu “Jum il-Mulej”, jum 1-Irxoxt.

83. Meta 1-Hadd nghixuh u nifhmuh b’dan il-mod, isir ir-ruh tal-jiem
l-ohra, u f'dan is-sens nistghu nifhmu Il-hsieb ta’ Origene li n-nisrani
perfett hu dejjem f'jum il-Mulej, jiccelebra kuljum jum il-Mulej.'*! II-Hadd
hu skola tassew u hu programm tal-pedagogija tal-Knisja li ma tieqaf qatt
—pedagogija li ebda pedagogija ohra ma tista’ tehdilha postha, speé¢jalment
fejn fil-kondizzjonijiet so¢jali ta’ llum hemm hafna tifrik dejjem jikber u
hemm pluralizmu kulturali li kontinwament hu ta’ prova ghall-fedelta ta’
kull individwu nisrani ghal dak li titlob minnu 1-fidi tieghu. F'hafna pajjizi
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tad-dinja naraw “djaspora” tal-Kristjanezmu, li ghaddejja kontinwament
minn prova ghaliex id-dixxipli ta’ Kristu jinsabu mxerrdin u mhux facli
ghalihom li jzommu kuntatt ma’ xulxin. U neqsin mill-istrutturi u t-
tradizzjonijiet proprji ta’ kultura nisranija. F'qaghda difficli bhal din, 1-
okkazjoni li tiltaga” ma’ nsara ohra bhalek u tibdel maghhom id-don tal-
fraternita hu ghajnuna li ma tistax tghaddi minghajrha.

84. Ghax iwettaq il-hajja nisranija, il-Hadd ghandu wkoll il-valur ta’
xhieda u ta’ thabbira bhala jum ta’ talb, xirka u ferh, il-Hadd jinhass fis-
socjeta kollha kemm hi, u jxerred energija ta’ hajja u r-ragunijiet ta’ tama.
[I-Hadd ixandar li z-Zmien 1li fih dak li hu Kristu rxoxt, Sid il-grajjiet
kollha, jaghmel l-ghamara tieghu, mhux il-qabar tal-hsibijiet fiergha taghna,
imma l-benniena ta’ gejjieni dejjem gdid, okkazjoni moghtija lilna biex
inbiddlu I-mumenti li jtiru ta’ din il-hajja fuq l-art f'Zerriegha ta’ I-eternita.
[I-Hadd hu stedina biex inharsu ‘1 quddiem, hu ljum li fih il-komunita
nisranija tghid lil Kristu: “Maranatha: Ejja, Mulej Gestt” (IKor 16, 22).
B’dan I-ghajta ta” tama u ta’ stennija, il-Knisja hi s-siehba u I-ghajnuna tat-
tarna nisranija. Minn Hadd ghal Hadd, imdawla minn Kristu, il-Knisja
timxi 'l quddiem lejn il-Hadd bla tmiem ta’ Gerusalemm tas-sema, li “ma
tehtieg la xemx u lanqas qamar biex idawluha, ghax biex iddawwalha
ghandha l-glorja ta” Alla u l-musbieh taghha hu l-Haruf” (Apok 22, 23).

85. Hija u miexja lejn I-ghan ahhari taghha, il-Knisja hi mwettqa’u
- moghtija I-hajja mill-Ispirtu. Huwa hu li jfakkar u jaghmel prezenti f'kull
generazzjoni ta’ nsara l-fatt tal-qawmien mill-imwiet. Hu d-don intimu
li jghaqqadna ma’ Kristu rxoxt u ma’ hutna fl-intimita tal-gisem wiehed,
igajjem il-fidi taghna, jimla 1 glubna bl-imhabba u jgeddidilna t-tama. L-
Ispirtu gatt ma hu nieqes minn ebda wiehed mill-granet tal-Knisja u jigi
meta ma jkunx mistenni u jxerred bil-kotra l-ghana tad-doni tieghu. Izda
hu fil-laqgha tal-Hadd, fi¢-celebrazzjoni ta’” 1-Ghid kull gimgha, li I-Knisja
tisma’ lehen l-Ispirtu b’'mod specjali u bih tingibed lejn Kristu, herqana
ghat-tieni migja tieghu fil-glorja; “L-Ispirtu u l-Gharusa jghidu: Ejja!”
(Apok 22, 17). Hu proprju ghax ridt inqgis il-hidma ta’ l-Ispirtu, xtaqt li
din l-eZortazzjoni li trid twassal ghall-gharfien mill-gdid tal-Hadd, tidher
fis-sena ta’ thejjija mmedjata ghall-=Gublew, iddedikata lill-Ispirtu s-Santu.

86. Inhalli din l-ezortazzjoni appostolika f'idejn il-Vergni Marija biex
tigi milqugha u mharsa mill-komunita nisranija. Minghajr ma tnaqqas
bl-ebda mod i¢-¢entralita ta’ Kristu u ta” I-Ispirtu tieghu, hi dejjem hemm
f'kull Hadd tal-Knisja. Hu l-istess misteru ta’ Kristu li jitlob dan: kif jista’
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jkun li hi 1-Mater Domini u -Mater Ecclesiae ma tkunx prezenti b'titlu
spe¢jali filjum li hu u dies Domini u dies Hcclesiae?

Lejn il-Vergni Marija jharsu l-insara li jisimghu l-kelma li tithabbar fil-
gemgha tal-Hadd; minn ghandha jitghallmu kif iharsuha u jimmeditawha -
f'qalbhom (ara Lq 2, 19). Minghand Marija jitghallmu kif joqoghdu hdejn
is-salib, huma u joffru lill-Missier is-sagrific¢ju ta” Kristu u mieghu jghaqdu
s-sagrificcju ta’ hajjithom. Ma’ Marija jgarrbu l-ferh tal-qawmien mill-
imwiet, huma u jaghmlu taghhom Kliem il-Magnificat li jaghti gieh lid-
doni bla gjies tal-hniena ta” Alla tul il-mixja taz-zminijiet. “Il-hniena tieghu
tinfirex f'’kull Zmien fuq dawk li jibzghu minnu” (Lq 1, 50). Hadd wara
Hadd il-poplu nisrani jimxi wara Marija, u t-talb taghha ta’ Omm jaghti
hegga u qawwa specjali lit-talba 1i -Knisja taghmel lit-Trinita Qaddisa.

87. Gheziez huti, il-Gublew, li hu hekk fil-qrib, jistedinna nidhlu fil-
fond ta’ l-impenn spiritwali u pastorali taghna. Dan hu fl-ahhar mill-
ahhar, l-ghan ewlieni tal-Gublew. Fis-sena li se jkun i¢celebrat, hafna
inizjattivi se juru x'inhu tassew il-karattru tieghu u jinghatalu sinjal'li rna
jistax ikun ghajr it-tmiem tat-tieni elf sena u l-bidu tat-tielet elf sena mill-
Inkarnazzjoni tal-Verb ta’ Alla. Din is-sena u dan iz-zmien ghad jghaddu
u jigu gublewijiet ohra u okkazjonijiet ohra solenni, izda 1-Hadd bis-
solennita ordinarja tieghu jibga’ jzomm ir-ritmu tal-pellegrinagg tal-Knisja
fid-dinja sa ma jasal il-Hadd li ma ghandux tmiem.

Inheggigkom ghalhekk huti fl-Episkopat u fis-sacerdozju, biex thabirku
bla serhan, flimkien ma’ l-insara taghkom, biex is-siwi ta’ dan iljum
qaddis jingharaf dejjem aktar u ]ghlxu kulhadd. Dan igib kotra ta’ frott
lill-komunitajiet insara kollha u ma jonqosx langas 1i jkun ta’ gid ghas-
socjeta ¢ivili kollha kemm hi.

L-irgiel u n-nies tat-tielet elf sena, huma u jiltagghu mal-Knisja kull
nhar ta” Hadd, hija u ti¢¢elebra bil-ferh il-misteru li minnu tikseb il-hajja
kollha taghha, jistghu jiltaqghu ma’ Kristu nhifsu mqajjem mill-imwiet.
U d-dixxipli tieghu, huma u jiggeddu bit-tifkira ta’ 1-Ghid kull gimgha
jsiru habbara dejjem aktar emmnuti ta’ I-Evangelju li jsalva, u bennejja tac-
¢ivilta ta” l-imhabba. '

Lil kulhadd naghti l-barka appostolika tieghi.

Mill-Vatikan, il-31 ta’ Mejju, solennita ta’ Ghid il-Hamsin, tas-sena
1998, I-ghoxrin sena tal-pontifikat.

IOANNES PAULUS PP 1L
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Ittra Appostolika “Motuproprju”
Ad Tuendam Fidem

Bid-data tat-18 ta’” Mejju 1998, il-Papa hareg ittra Appostolika
“motuproprju” biex dahhal xi zidiet fil-kan 750 u 1371 n 1 tal-Kodic¢i tal-
Ligi Kanonika halli t-tieni kategorija ta” veritajiet tal-fidi msemmija fil-
Professjoni tal-Fidi tissemma’ wkoll il-Kodi¢i.

II-Professjoni tal-Fidi approvata mill-Kongregazzjoni ghad-Duttrina
tal-Fidi tikkonsisti fil-Kredu Ni¢eno-Konstantinopolitan u zewg paragrafi
li fihom jissemmew tliet kategoriji tal-verita tal-fidi, jigifieri

a) “Nemmen... kull ma hemm fl-Iskrittura u t-Tradizzjoni u li I-Knisja,
kemm b'mod solenni u kemm bil-mod ordinarju u universali tal-Magisteru,
ixxandar bhala veritajiet li ghandna nemmnu, ghax irrivelati minn Alla”
~din il-kategorija ta’-verita tissemma’ fil-kan 750 ta’ Kodi¢i.

b) “Nemmen... dak kollu u kull haga dwar id-duttrina tal-fidi u tal-
morali li I-Knisja tiddikjara b’mod definittiv” — din il-kategorija ta’ verita,
it-tieni wahda, ma tissemma’ mkien fil-Kodi¢i.

¢) “Inhaddnu bl-ubbidjenza u b’dak ir-rispett religjuz tar-rieda u tal-
fehma tieghi, dak kollu li jiddikjaraw kemm il-Papa u kemm il-Kullegg
ta’ 1-Isqfijiet, meta jkunu jezer¢itaw il-Magisteru awtentiku taghhom,
ukoll meta ma ghandhomx hsieb jiddikjaraw dan b’'mod definittiv — dil-
kategorija ta’ verita tissemma fil-kan 752.

Sabiex fil-Kodici tissemma’ wkoll it-tieni kategorija ta’ verita 1-Papa
ordna li fil-kan 750, jizdied paragrafu iehor, b’'mod li I-kan 750 fil-Kodici

- mil-lum ‘il quddim ikun formulat b’dan il-mod:;

750 nl. Fide divina et catholica ea omnia credenda sunt quae verbo

" Dei scripto vel tradito, uno scilicet fidei deposito Ecclesiae commisso,

continentur, et insimul ut divinitus revelata sive ab Ecclesiae magisterio
sollemni, sive ab eius magisterio ordinario et universali, quod quidem
communi adhaesione christifidelium sub ductu sacri magisterii
manifestatur; tenentur igitur omnes quascumque devitare doctrinas
iisdem contrarias.

750 n2. Firmiter etiam ainplectenda ac retinenda sunt omnia et singula
quae circa doctrinam de fide vel moribus ab Ecclesiae magisterio de-
finitive proponuntur, scilicet quae ad idem fidei depositum sancte

- custodiendum et fideliter exponendum requiruntur; ideoque doctrinae
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Ecclesiae catholicae adversatur quae easdem propositione definitive
teniendas recusat.

Din iz-zieda mbaghad waslet ghal zieda ohra fil-kan 1371 1i issa hu
formulat b’dan il-Mod:

Kan 1371. Iusta poena puniatur 1) qui, praeter casum de quo can. 1364
1. doctrinam a Romano Pontifice vel a Concilio Oecumenico damnatam
docet vel doctrinam, de quo in can. 750. 2. vel in can. 752 pertinaciter
respuit, et ab Apostolica Sede vel ab ordinario admonitus non retractat.

2) qui aliter Sedi Apostolicae, Ordinario, vel Superiori legitime

praecipienti vel prohibenti non obtemperat, et post monitum in
inoboedientia persistit.

L-istess zidiet saru wkoll fil-kanoni tal-Knejjes tal-lvant.

Flimkien mal-Motuproprju Ad tuendam fidem il-Kongregazzjoni ghad-
Duttrina tal-fidi ppubblikat il-formula tal-professjoni tal-fidi, fejn l-ahhar
paragrafu gie magsum fi tnejn (Inhaddan ukoll u Barra dan,...) biex
jidher ¢ar li hemm tliet kategoriji ta verita tal-fidi; ippubblikat ukoll nota
duttrinali biex tfisser sewwa l-formula konklusiva tal-professjoni tal-Fidi.
It-test bl-Ingliz ta’ din in-nota hu dan li gej.
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CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH

Doctrinal Commentary on the
Concluding Formula of the Professio fidei

1. From her very beginning, the Church has professed faith in the Lord, crucified
and risen, and has gathered the fundamental contents of her belief into certain formulas. The
central event of the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus, expressed first in simple
formulas and subsequently in formulas that were more developed!, made it possible to give
life to that uninterrupted proclamation of faith, in which the Church has handed on both what
had been received from the lips of Christ and from his works, as well as what had been
learned "at the prompting of the Holy Spirit. "2

The same New Testament is the singular witness of the first profession proclaimed
by the disciples immediately after the events of Easter: "For I handed on to you as of first
importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the
Scriptures; that he was buried; that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the
Scriptures; that he appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. "

2. In the course of the centuries, from this unchangeable nucleus testifying to Jesus
as Son of God and as Lord, symbols witnessing to the unity of the faith and to the
communion of the churches came to be developcd In these, the fundamental truths which
every believer is required to know and to profess were gathered together. Thus, before
receiving Baptism, the catechumen must make his profession of faith. The Fathers too,
coming together in Councils to respond to historical challenges that required a more complete
presentation of the truths of the faith or a defense of the orthodoxy of those truths,
formulated new creeds which occupy "a special place in the Church’s life™ up to the present
day. The diversity of these symbols expresses the richness of the one faith; none of them
is superseded or nullified by subsequent professions of faith formulated in response to later
historical circumstances.

"The simple formulas normally profess the messianic fulfilment in Jesus of Nazareth; cf. for
example, Mk 8:29; Mt 16:16; Lk 9:20; Jn 20:31; Acts 9:22. The complex formulas, in addition to
the resurrection, confess the principal events of the life of Jesus and their salvific meaning; cf. for
example, Mk 12:35-36; Acts 2:23-24; 1 Cor 15:3-5; 1 Cor 16:22; Phil 2:7, 10-11; Col 1:15-20; 1
Pt 3:19-22; Rev 22:20. Besides the formulas of confession of faith relating to salvation history and
to the historical event of Jesus of Nazareth, which culminates with Easter, there are professions of
faith in the New Testament which concern the very being of Jesus: cf. 1 Cor 12:3: "Jesus is Lord.”
In Rom 10:9, the two forms of confession are found together.

2Cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbum, 7.
3] Cor 15:3-5.

*‘Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 193,
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3. Christ’s promise to bestow the Holy Spirit, who "will guide you into all truth,”
constantly sustains the Church on her way.® Thus, in the course of her history, certain
truths have been defined as having been acquired though the Holy Spirit's assistance and are
therefore perceptible stages in the realization of the original promise. Other truths, however,
have to be understood still more deeply before full possession can be attained of what God,
in his mystery of love, wished to reveal to men for their salvation.®

In recent times too, in her pastoral care for souls, the Church has thought it opportune
to express in a more explicit way the faith of all time. In addition, the obligation has been
established for some members of the Christian faithful, called to assume particular offices
in the community in the name of the Church, to publicly make a profession of faith according
to the formula approved by the Apostolic See.’ '

4. This new formula of the Professio fidei restates the Nicene-Constantinopolitan
Creed and concludes with the addition of three propositions or paragraphs intended to better
distinguish the order of the truths to which the believer adheres. The correct explanation of
these paragraphs deserves a clear presentation, so that their authentic meaning, as given by
the Church’s Magisterium, will be well understood, received and integrally preserved.

In contemporary usage, the term ‘Church’ has come to include a variety of meanings,
which, while true and consistent, require greater precision when one refers to the specific
and -proper functions of persons who act within the Church. In this area, it is clear that, on
questions of faith and morals, the only subject qualified to fulfil the-office of teaching with
binding authority for the faithful is the Supreme Pontiff and the College of Bishops in
communion with him.® The Bishops are the "authentic teachers” of the faith, "endowed with
the ‘authority of Christ,” because by divine institution they are the successors of the
Apostles "in teaching and .in pastoral governance”: together with the Roman Pontiff they
exercise supreme and full power over all the Church, although this power cannot be
exercised without the consent of the Roman Pontiff."

5. The first paragraph states: "With firm faith, I also believe everything contained in

the Word of God, whether written or handed down in Tradition, which the Church, either
by a solemn judgment or by the ordinary and universal Magisterium, sets forth to be believed’

© %In 16:13.
¢Cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbum, 11.

'Cf. Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faitil, Profession of Faith and Oath of Fidelity: AAS
81 (1989), 104-106; CIC, can. 833.

!Cf. Second Vatican Ecumenic'd Council, Dogmatic Constitution Lumen gentium, 25.
’Ibid., 25.
0Cf, ibid., 22.
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as divinely revealed.” The object taught in this paragraph is constituted by all those
doctrines of divine and catholic faith which the Church proposes as divinely and formal]y
revealed and, as such, as irreformable.!!

These doctrines are contained in the Word of God, written or handed down, and
defined with a solemn judgment as divinely revealed truths either by the Roman Pontiff when
he speaks ‘ex cathedra,’ or by the College of Bishops gathered in council, or infallibly
proposed for belief by the ordinary and universal Magisterium.

These doctrines require the assent of theological faith by all members of the faithful.
Thus, whoever obstinately places them in doubt or denies them falls under the censure of
heresy, as indicated by the respective canons of the Codes of Canon Law.?

6. The second proposition of the Professio fidei states: "I also firmly accept and hold
each and everything definitively proposed by the Church regarding teaching on faith and
morals.” The object taught by this formula includes all those teachings belonging to the
dogmatic or moral area,” which are necessary for faithfully keeping and expounding the
deposit of faith, even if they have not been proposed by the Magisterium of the Church as
formally revealed. .

Such doctrines can be defined solemnly by the Roman Pontiff when he speaks ‘ex
cathedra’ or by the College of Bishops gathered in council, or they can be taught infallibly
by the ordinary and universal Magisterium of the Church as a ‘sententia definitive
tenenda."* Every believer, therefore, is required to give firm and definitive assent to these
truths, based on faith in the Holy Spirit’s assistance to the Church’s Magisterium, and on the
Catholic doctrine of the infallibility of the Magisterium in these matters.’* Whoever denies
these truths would be in a position of rejecting a truth of Catholic doctrine'® and would
therefore no longer be in full communion with the Catholic Church.

7. The truths belonging to this second paragraph can be of various natures, thus
giving different qualities to their relationship with revelation. There are truths which are
necessarily connected with revelation by virtue of an historical relationship; while other

UCf. DS 3074. ,
“Cf. CIC, cann. 750 and 751; 1364 § 1; CCEO, cann. 598; 1436 § 1.

BCE. Paul VI, Encyclical Letter Humanae Vitae, 4: AAS 60 (1968), 483; John Paul II, Encyclical
Letter Veritatis Splendor, 36-37: AAS 85 (1993), 1162-1163.

“Cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic Constitution Lumen Gentium, 25.

5Cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbum, 8 and 10;
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Declaration Mystenum Ecclestae 3: AAS 65 (1973), 400-
401.

"Cf. John Paul II, Motu proprio Ad tuendam fidem (May 18, 1998). ‘ -
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truths evince a logical connection that expresses a stage in the maturation of understanding
of revelation which the Church is called to undertake. The fact that these doctrines may not
be proposed as formally revealed, insofar as they add to the data of faith elements that are
not revealed or which are not yer expressly recognized as such, in no way diminishes their
definitive character, which is required at least by their intrinsic connection with revealed
truth. Moreover, it cannot be excluded that at a certain point in dogmatic development, the
understanding of the realities and the words of the deposit of faith can progress in the life
of the Church, and the Magisterium may proclaim some of these doctrines as also dogmas
of divine and catholic faith. :

8. With regard to the nature of the assent owed to the truths set forth by the Church
as divinely revealed (those of the first paragraph) or to be held definitively (those of the
second paragraph), it is important to emphasize that there is no difference with respect to the
full and irrevocable character of the assent which is owed to these teachings. The difference
concerns the supernatural virtue of faith: in the case of truths of the first paragraph, the
assent is based directly on faith in the authority of the Word of God (doctrines de fide
credenda); in the case of the truths of the second paragraph, the assent is based on faith in
the Holy Spirit's assistance to the Magisterium and on the Catholic doctrine of the
infallibility of the Magisterium (doctrines de fide tenenda).

9. The Magisterium of the Church, however, teaches a doctrine to be believed as
divinely revealed (first paragraph) or to be held definitively (second paragraph) with an act
which is either defining or non-defining. In the case of a defining act, a truth is solemnly
defined by an ‘ex cathedra’ pronouncement by the Roman Pontiff or by the action of an
ecumenical council. In the case of a non-defining act, a doctrine is taught infallibly by the
ordinary and universal Magisterium of the Bishops dispersed throughout the world who are

" in communion with the Successor of Peter. Such a doctrine can be confirmed or reaffirmed
by the Roman Pontiff, even without recourse to a solemn definition, by declaring explicitly
that it belongs to the teaching of the ordinary and universal Magisterium as a truth that is
divinely revealed (first paragraph) or as a truth of Catholic doctrine (second paragraph).
Consequently, when there has not been a judgment on a doctrine in the solemn form of a
definition, but this doctrine, belonging to the inheritance of the depositum fidei, is taught by
the ordinary and universal Magisterium, which necessarily includes the Pope, such a doctrine
is to be understood as having been set forth infallibly.!” The declaration of confirmation
or reaffirmation by the Roman Pontiff in this case is not a new dogmatic definition, but a
formal attestation of a truth already possessed and infallibly transmitted by the Church.

"t should be noted that the infallible teaching of the ordinary and universal Magisterium is not
only set forth with an explicit declaration of a doctrine to be believed or held definitively, but is also
expressed by a doctrine implicitly contained in a practice of the Church’s faith, derived from
revelation or, in any case, necessary for eternal salvation, and attested to by the uninterrupted
Tradition: such an infallible teaching is thus objectively set forth by the whole episcopal body,
understood in a diachronic and not necessarily merely synchronic sense. Furthermore, the intention
of the ordinary and universal Magisterium to set forth a doctrine as definitive is not generzlly linked
to technical formulations of particular solemnity; it is enough that this be clear from the tenor of the
words used and from their context.
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- 10. The third proposition of the Professio fidei states: "Moreover, I adhere with
religious submission of will and intellect to the tcachings which either the Roman Pontiff or
the College of Bishops enunciate when they exercise their authentic ‘Magisterium, even if
they do not intend to proclaim these teachings by a definitive act.”

To this paragraph belong all those teachings -- on faith and morals -- presented as
true or at least as sure, even if they have not been defined with a solemn judgment or
proposed as definitive by the ordinary and universal Magisterium. Such teachings are,
however, an authentic expression of the ordinary Magisterium of the Roman Pontiff or of the
College of Bishops and therefore require religious submission of will and intellect.'® They
are set forth in order to arrive at a deeper understanding of revelation, or to recall the

"conformity of a teaching with the truths of faith, or lastly to warn against ideas incompatible

with these truths or against dangerous opinions that can lead to error."

A proposition contrary to these doctrines can be qualified as erroneous or, in the case
of teachings of the prudential order, as rash or dangerous and therefore ‘tuto doceri non
potest.'®

11. Examples. Without any intention of coinpleteness or exhaustiveness, some
examples of doctrines relative to the three paragraphs described above can be recalled.

To the truths of the first paragraph belong the articles of faith of the Creed, the
various christological dogmas® and marian dogmas;? the doctrine of the institution of the
sacraments by Christ and their efficacy with regard to grace;” the doctrine of the real and
substantial presence of Christ in the Eucharist?* and the sacrificial nature of the eéucharistic
celebration;” the foundation of the Church by the will of Christ;?® the doctrine on the

®Cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic Constitution Lumen Gentium, 25;
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Instruction Donum Veritatis, 23: AAS 82 (1990), 1559-
1560. .

¥Cf. Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Instruction Donum Veritaris, 23 and 24: A4S
82 (1990), 1559-1561.

®CE. CIC, cann. 752, 1371; CCEO, cann. 599, 1436 § 2.
3Cf. DS 301-302.

ZCE, DS 2803; 3903.

BCE. DS 1601; 1606.

Cf. DS 1636.

¥Cf. DS 1740; 1743,

¥Cf. DS 3050.
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primacy and infallibility of the Roman Pontiff;*’ the doctrine on the existence of original
sin;? the doctrine on the immortality of the spiritual soul and on the immediate recompense
after death;” the absence of error in the inspired sacred texts;® the doctrine on the grave
immorality of direct and voluntary killing of an innocent human being.*

With respect to the truths of the second paragraph, with reference to those connected
with revelation by a logical pecessity, one can consider, for example, the development in the
understanding of the doctrine connected with the definition of papal infallibility, prior to the
dogmatic definition of the First Vatican Council. The primacy of the Successor of Peter was

always believed as a revealed fact, although until Vatican I the discussion remained open as.

to whether the conceptual elaboration of what is understood by the terms ‘jurisdiction’ and
‘infallibility’ was to be considered an intrinsic part of revelation or only a logical
consequence. On the other hand, although its character as a divinely revealed truth was
defined in the First Vatican Council, the doctrine on the infallibility and primacy of
jurisdiction of the Roman Pontiff was already recognized as definitive in the period before
the council. History clearly shows, therefore, that what was accepted into the consciousness
of the Church was considered a true doctrine from the beginning, and was subsequently held
to be definitive; however, only in the final stage -- the definition of Vatican I — was it also
accepted -as a divinely revealed truth.

, A similar process can be observed in the more recent teaching regarding the doctrine
that priestly ordination is reserved only to men. The Supreme Pontiff, while not wishing to
proceed to a dogmatic definition, intended to reaffirm that this doctrine is to be held
definitively,” since, founded on the written Word of God, constantly preserved and applied
in the Tradition of the Church, it has been set forth infallibly by the ordinary and universal
Magisterium.” As the prior example illustrates, this does not foreclose the possibility that,
in the future, the consciousness of the Church might progress to the point where this teaching
~ could be defined as a doctrine to be believed as divinely revealed.

The doctrine on the illicitness of euthanasia, taught in the Encyclical Letter
Evangelium Vitae, can also be recalled. Confirming that euthanasia is "a grave violation of
the law of God," the Pope declares that "this doctrine is based upon the natural law and upon
the written Word of God, is transmitted by the Church’s Tradition and taught by the ordinary

7Cf. DS 3059-3075.

2Cf. DS 1510-1515.

®Cf. DS 1000-1002.

*Cf. DS 3293; Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbum, 11.
3Ct, John Paul 11, Encyclical Lettei Evangelium Vitae, 57: AAS 87 (1995), 465.

32Cf. John Paul I, Apostolic Letter Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, 4: AAS 86 (1994), 548.

_ 3Cf. Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Response to a Dubium concerning the teaching
contained in the Apostolic Letter "Ordinatio Sacerdotalis": AAS 87 (1995), 1114.
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.ind universal Magisterium."* It could seem that there is only a logical element in the
loctrine on euthanasia, since Scripture does not seem to be aware of the concept. In this
:ase, however, the interrelationship between the orders of faith and reason becomes apparent:
icripture, in fact, clearly excludes every form of the kind of self-determination of human
xistence that is presupposed in the theory and practice of euthanasia.

Other examples of moral doctrines which are taught as definitive by the universal and
wdinary Magisterium of the Church are: the teaching on the illicitness of prostitution® and
»f fornication. 3

With regard to those truths connected to revelation by historical necessity and which
are to be held definitively, but are not able to be declared as divinely revealed, the following
sxamples can be given: the legitimacy of the election of the Supreme Pontiff or of the
celebration of an ecumenical council, the canonizations of saints (dogmatic facts), the
declaration of Pope Leo XIII in the Apostolic Letter Apostolzcae Curae on the mvahdlty of
Anghcan ordinations®...

As examples of doctrines belonging to the third paragraph, one can point in general
to teachings set forth by the authentic ordinary Magisterium in a non-definitive way, which
require degrees of adherence differentiated according to the mind and the will manifested;
this is shown especially by the nature of the documents, by the frequent repetition of the
same doctrine, or by the tenor of the verbal expression.?®

12. With the different symbols of faith, the believer recognizes and attests that he
professes the faith of the entire Church. It is for this reason that, above all in the earliest
symbols of faith, this consciousness is expressed in the formula ‘We believe.’ As the
Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches: "‘I believe’ (4postles’ Creed) is the faith of the
Church professed personally by each believer, principally during Baptism. ‘We believe’
(Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed) is the faith of the Church confessed by the Bishops
assembled in council or more generally by the liturgical assembly of believers. ‘I believe’
is also the Church, our mother, responding to God by faith as she teaches us to say both ‘I
selieve’ and ‘We believe.”"®

MJohn Paui II, Encyclical Letter Evangelium Vitae, 65: AAS 87 (1995), 475.
3CE. Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 193.

%Cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 2353.

3S’Cf. DS 3315-3319.

#Cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic Constitution Lumen Gentium, 25;
Zongregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Instruction Donum Veritatis, 17, 23 and 24: AAS 82
1990), 1557-1558, 1559-1561.

* ¥Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 167.
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In every profession of faith, the Church verifies different stages she has reached on
her path toward the definitive meeting with the Lord. No content is abrogated with the
passage of time; instead, all of it becomes an irreplaceable inheritance through which the
faith of all time, of all believers, and lived out in every place, contemplates the constant
action of the Spirit of the risen Christ, the Spirit who accompanies and gives life to his
Church and leads her into the fullness of the truth.

Rome, from the offices of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, June 29,
1998, the Solemnity of the Blessed Apostles Peter and Paul.

P Ovanl Lot akoi nages

+ Joseph Card. Ratzinger
Prefe;t

+ Tarcisio Bertone, S.D.B.
Archbishop Emeritus of Vercelli

Secretary
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CONGREGATION FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION
 (for Seminaries and Educational Institutions)
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Introduction

1. On the threshold of the third millennium education faces new
challenges which are the result of a new socio-political and cultural
context. First and foremost, we have a crisis of values which, in highly
developed societies in particular, assumes the form, often exalted by
the media, of subjectivism, moral relativism and nihilism. The extreme
pluralism pervading contemporary society leads to behaviour patterns
which are at times so opposed to one another as to undermine any
idea of community identity. Rapid structural changes, profound
“technical innovations and the globalization of the economy affect
human life more and more throughout the world. Rather than
prospects of development for all, we witness the widening of the gap
_between rich and poor, as well as massive migration from
underdeveloped to highly-developed countries. The phenomena of
multiculturalism and an increasingly multi-ethnic and multi-religious
society is at the same time an enrichment and a source of further
problems. To this we must add, in countries of long-standing
evangelization, a growing marginalization of the Christian faith. as a
reference point and a source of light for an effective and convincing
interpretation of existence. '

2. In the specifically educational field, the scope of educational
functions has broadened, becoming more complex, more specialized.
The sciences of education, which concentrated in the past on the study
of the child and teacher-training, have been widened to include the
various stages of life, and the different spheres and situations beyond
the school. New requirements have given force to the demand for new
contents, new capabilities and new educational models besides those
followed traditionally. Thus education and schooling become
particularly difficult today. -

3. Such an outlook calls for courageous renewal on the part of the
Catholic school. The precious heritage of the experience gained over
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the centuries reveals its vitality precisely in the capacity for prudent
innovation. And so, now as in the past, the Catholic school must be
able to speak- for itself effectively and convincingly. It is not merely a
question of adaptation, but of missionary thrust, the fundamental duty
to evangelize, to go towards men and women wherever they are, so
that they may receive the gift of salvation.

4. Accordingly, the Congregation for Catholic Education, during this
time of immediate preparation for the great jubilee of the year 2000,
and as it celebrates the thirtieth anniversary of the creation of the
Schools Office! and the twentieth anniversary of The Catholic School,
published on 19th March 1977, proposes to “focus attention on the
nature and distinctive characteristics of a school which would present
itself as Catholic” 2 It therefore addresses this circular letter to all those
who are engaged in Catholic schooling, in order to convey to them a
word of encouragement and hope. In particular, by means of the
present letter, the Congregation shares their joy for the positive fruits
yielded by the Catholic school and their anxiety about the difficulties
which it encounters. Furthermore, the teachings of the Second Vatican
Council, innumerable interventions of the Holy Father, ordinary and
extraordinary Assemblies of the Synod of Bishops, Episcopal
Conferences and the pastoral solicitude of diocesan Ordinaries, as well
as international Catholic organisations involved in education and
schooling, all support our conviction that it is opportune to devote
careful attention to certain fundamental characteristics of the Catholic
school, which are of great importance if its educational activity is to be
effectual in the Church and in society. Such are: the Catholic school as

a place of integral education of the buman person ithrough a clear

! The Sacred Congregation for Catholic Education was the new name given to the
Sacred Congregation for Seminaries and Universities by the Apostolic Constitution Regimini
ecclesiae universae, which was published on 15 August 1967 and in force as from 1 March
1968 (AAS, LIX [1967] pp. 885-928). The Congregation now comprised a third section, the
Schools Office, intended “to develop further” the fundamental principles of education,
especially in schools (cfr. 11 Varican, Councit, Dedaration on Christian Education
Gravissimum educationis, Preface).

? §, CONGREGATION FOR CaTHoLic EpucaTion, The Catholic School, n. 2.
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educational project of which Christ is the foundation;’ its ecclesial and
cultural identity; its mission of education as a work of love; its service to
soctety; the traits which should characterize the educating community.

Joys and difficulties

5. We retrace with satisfaction the positive course of the Catholic
school over the past decades. First and foremost, we must recognize
the contribution it makes to the evangelizing mission of the Church
throughout the world, including those areas in which no other form of
pastoral work is possible. Moreover, in spite of numerous obstacles,
the Catholic school has continued to share responsibility for the ‘social
and cultural development of the different communities and peoples to
which it belongs, participating in their joys and hopes, their sufferings
and difficulties, their efforts to achieve genuine human and
communitarian progress. In this respect, mention must be made of the
invaluable services of the Catholic school to the spiritual and material
development of less fortunate peoples. It is our duty to express
appreciation for the Catholic school’s contribution to innovation in the
fields of pedagogy and didactics, and the strenuous commitment of so
many men and women, especially of all those religious and laity who
see their teaching as a mission and true apostolate.* Finally, we cannot
forget the part played by Catholic schools in organic pastoral work and
in pastoral care for the family in particular, emphasizing in this respect
their discreet insertion in the educational dynamics between parents
and their children and, very especially the unpretentious yet caring and
sensitive help offered in those cases, more and more numerous above

all in wealthy pations, of families which are “fragile” or have broken up.

6. The school is undoubtedly a sensitive meeting-point for the
problems which beseige this restless end of the millennium. The
Catholic school-is thus confronted with children and young people who
experience the difficulties of the present time. Pupils who shun effort,

’ Cfr. S. ConGREGATION FOR CatnoLic EpucaTion, The Catholic School, n. 34.
, * Cfr. 11 Varican Counciw, Declaration on Christian Education Gravissimum educa-
tionss, n. 8.
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are incapable of self-sacrifice and perseverance and who lack authentic
models to guide them, often even in their own families. In an
increasing number of instances they are not only indifferent and
non-practising, but also totally lacking in religious or moral formation.
To this we must add — on the part of numerous pupils and families
— a profound apathy where ethical and religious formation is
concerned, to the extent that what is in fact required of the Catholic
school is a certificate of studies or, at the most, quality instruction and
training for employment. The atmosphere we have described produces
a certain degree of pedagogical tiredness, which intensifies the ever
increasing difficulty of conciliating the role of the teacher with that of
the educator in today’s context.

7. Among existing difficulties, there are also situations in the political,
social and cultural sphere which make it harder or even impossible to
attend a Catholic school. The drama of large-scale poverty and hunger
in many parts of the wotld, internal conflicts and civil wars, urban
deterioration, the spread of crime in latge cities, impede the
implementation of projects for formation and education. In other parts
of the world, governments thémselves put obstacles in the way, when
they do not actually prevent the Catholic school from operating, in
spite of the progress which has been made as far as attitude,
democratic practice and sensitivity to human rights are concerned.
Finance is a source of further difficulties, which are felt more acutely
in those states in which no government aid is provided for non state
schools. This places an almost unbearable financial burden on families
choosing not to send their children to state schools and constitutes a
serious threat to the sutvival of the schools themselves.. Moreover, such
financial strain not only affects the recruiting and stability of teachers,
but can also result in the exclusion from Catholic schools of those who
cannot afford to pay, leading to a selection according to means which
deprives the Catholic school of one of its dxstmgmshmg features, which
is to be a school for all.
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Looking ahead

8. This overview of the joys and difficulties of the Catholic school,
although not pretending to exhaust its entire breadth and depth, does
prompt us to reflect on the contribution it can make to the formation
of the younger generation on the threshold of the third millennium,
recognising, as John Paul II has written, that “the future of the world
and of the Church belongs to the younger generation, to those who,
born in this century, will reach maturity in the next, the first century
of the new millennium”.> Thus the Catholic school should be able to
offer young people the means to acquire the knowledge they need in
order to find a place in a society which is strongly characterized by
technical and scientific skill. But at the same time, it should be able,
above all, to impart a solid Christian formation. And for the Catholic
school to be a means of education in the modern world, we are

convinced that certain fundamental characteristics need to be strengthened.

The human person and his or ber education

9. The Catholic school sets out to be a school for the human person
and of human persons. “The person of each individual human being,
in his or her material and spiritual needs, is at the heart of Christ’s
teaching: this is why the promotion of .the human person is the goal of
the Catholic school”.* This affirmation, stressing man’s vital
relationship with Christ, reminds us that it is in His person that the
fullness of the truth concerning man is to be found. For this reason
the Catholic school, in committing itself to the development of the
whole man, does so in obedience to the solicitude of the Church, in
the awareness that all human values find their fulfilment and unity in
Christ.” This awareness expresses the centrality of the human petson
in the educational project of the Catholic school, strengthens its
educational endeavour and renders it fit to form strong personalities.

* Joun Paur II, Apostolic Letter Tertio Millennio Adveniente, n. 58.

¢ Cfr. Joun Pauvr 11, Address to the I National Meeting of the Catholic School in Italy,
in “L’Ossetvatore Romano”, 24 November 1991, p. 4.

' Cfr. S. CoNGREGATION FOR CatHoLic Epucation, The Catholic Scbool, n. 35.
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10. The social and cultural context of our time is in danger of
obscuring “the educational value of the Catholic school, in which its
fundamental reason for existing and the basis of its genuine apostolate
is to be found”.* Indeed, although it is true to say that in recent years
there has been an increased interest and a greater sensitivity on the
part of public opinion, international organizations and governments
with regard to schooling and education, there has also been a
noticeable tendency to reduce education to its purely technical and
practical aspects. Pedagogy and the sciences of education themselves
have appeared to devote greater attention to the study of
phenomenology and didactics than to the essence of education as such,
centred on deeply meaningful values and vision. The fragmentation of
‘education, the generic character of the values frequently invoked and
which obtain ample and easy consensus at the price of a dangerous
obscuring of their content, tend to make the school step back into a
supposed neutrality, which enervates its educating potential and reflects
negatively on the formation of the pupils. There is a tendency to
forget that education always presupposes and involves a definite
concept of man and life. To claim neutrality for schools signifies in
practice, more times than not, banning all reference to religion from
the cultural and educational field, whereas a correct pedagogical
approach ought to be open t6 the more decisive sphere of ultimate
objectives, attending not only to “how”, but also to “why”, overcoming
any misunderstanding as regards the claim to neutrality in education,
restoring to the educational process the unity which saves it from
dispersion amid the meandering of knowledge and acquired facts, and
focuses on the human person in his or her integral, transcendent,
historical identity. With its educational project inspired by the Gospel,
the Catholic school is called to take up this challenge and respond to
it in the conviction that “it is only in the mystery of the Word made
flesh that the mystery of man truly becomes clear”.’

t S. CoNGREGATION FOR CaThouric EnucaTion, The Catholic School, n. 3. )
* II Vatican Councit, Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World
Gaudium et Spes, n. 22.
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The Catholic school at the beart of the Church

11. The complexity of the modern world makes it all the more
necessary to increase awareness of the ecclesial identity of the Catholic
school. It is from its Catholic identity that the school derives its
original characteristics and its “structure” as a genuine instrument of
the Church, a place of real and specific pastoral ministry. The Catholic
school participates in the evangelizing mission of the Church and is the
privileged environment in which Christian education is carried out. In
this way “Catholic schools are at once places of evangelization, of
complete formation, of inculturation, of apprenticeship in a lively
dialogue between young people of different religions and social
backgrounds”.” The ecclesial nature of the Catholic school, therefore,
is written in the very heart of its identity as a teaching institution. It is
a true and proper ecclesial entity by reason of its educational activity,
“in which faith, culture and life are brought into harmony”." Thus it
must be strongly emphasized that this ecclesial dimension is not a
mere adjunct, but is a proper and specific attribute, a distinctive
characteristic which penetrates and informs every moment of its
~educational activity, a fundamental part of its very identity and the
focus of its mission.” The fostering of this dimension should be the
aim of all those who make up the educating community.

12. By reason of its identity, therefore, the Catholic school is a place
of ecclesial experience, which is moulded in the Christian community.
However, it should not be forgotten that the school fulfils its vocation
to be a genuine experjence of Church only if it takes its stand within
the organic pastoral work of the Christian community. In a very
special way the Catholic school affords the opportunity to meet young
people in an environment which favours their Christian formation.
Unfortunately, there are instances in which the Catholic school is not

© Joun Paur 11, Apostolic Exhortation Ecclesia i Africa, n. 102.

" CoNGREGATION For CaTHOLIC EpucaTioN, Religious Dimension of Education in a
Catholic school, n. 34.

? Cfr. ConcreGATION FOR CaTnoLic EDpucaTION, Religious Dimension of Education
in a Catholic school, n. 33.
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perceived as an integral part of organic pastoral work, at times it is
considered alien, or very nearly so, to the community. It is urgent,
therefore, to sensitize parochial and diocesan communities to the
* necessity of their devoting special care to education and schools.

13. In the life of the Church, the Catholic school is recognised above
all as an expression of those Religious Institutes which, according to
their proper charism or specific apostolate, have dedicated themselves
generously to education. The present time is not without its difficulties,
not only on account of the alarming decrease in numbers, but also of a
setious misunderstanding which induces some Religious to abandon the
teaching apostolate. In other words, on the one hand the commitment
to schooling is separated from pastoral activity, while on the other it is
not easy to reconcile concrete activities with the specific demands of
religious life. The fertile intuitions of saintly founders and foundresses
demonstrate, ‘more radically than any other argumentation, the
groundless and precarious nature of such attitudes. We should also
remember that the presence of consecrated religious within the
educating community is indispensable, since “consecrated persons are
able to be especially effective in educational activities”; ? they are an
example of the unreserved and gratuitous “gift” of self to the service
of others in the spirit of their religious consecration. The presence of
men and women religious, side by side with priests and lay teachers,
affords pupils “a vivid image of the Church and makes recognition of
its riches easier”."

Cultural identity of the Catholic school

14. From the nature of the Catholic school also stems one of the most
significant elements of its educational project: the synthesis between
culture and faith. Indeed, knowledge set in the context of faith
becomes wisdom and life vision. The endeavour to interweave reason
and faith, which has become the heart of individual subjects, makes
for unity, articulation and coordination, bringing forth within what is

¥ Joun PauL 11, Apostolic Exhortation Vita Consecrata, n. 96.
“ Joun Paur 11, Apostolic Exhortation Christifideles Laici, n. 62.
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learnt in school a Christian vision of the world, of life, of culture and
of history. In the Catholic school’s educational project there is no
separation between time for learning and time for formation, between
acquiring notions and growing in wisdom. The various school subjects
do not present only knowledge to be attained, but also values to be
acquired and truths to be discovered.” All of which demands an
atmosphere characterized by the search for truth, in which competent,
convinced and coherent educators, teachers of learning and of life, may
be a reflection, albeit imperfect but still vivid, of the one Teacher. In
this perspective, in the Christian educational project all subjects
collaborate, each with its own specific content, to the formation of
mature personalities,

“Care for learning means loving” (Sap 6,17)

15. In its ecclesial dimension another characteristic of the Catholic
school has its root: it is a school for all, with special attention to those
who are weakest. In the past, the establishment of the majority of
Catholic educational institutions has responded to the needs of the
socially and economically disadvantaged. It is no novelty to affirm that
Catholic schools have their origin in a deep concern. for the education
of children and young people left to their own devices and deprived of
any form of schooling. In many parts of the world even today material
poverty prevents many youths and children from having access to
formal education and adequate human and Christian formation. In
other areas new forms of poverty challenge the Catholic school. As in
the past, it can come up against situations of incomprehension,
mistrust and lack of material resources. The girls from poor families
that were taught by the Ursuline nuns in the 15th Century, the boys
that Saint Joseph of Calasanz saw running and shouting through the
streets of Rome, those that De la Salle came across in the villages of
France, or those that were offered shelter by Don Bosco, can be found
again among those who have lost all sense of meaning in life and lack
any type of inspiring ideal, those to whom no values are proposed and

¥ Cfr. S. CoNGREGATION FOR CaTHoLric EpucaTion, The Catholic School, n. 39.
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who do not know the beauty of faith, who come from families which
are broken and incapable of love, often living in situations of material
and spiritual poverty, slaves to the new idols of a society, which, not
infrequently, promises them only a future of unemployment and
marginalization. To these new poor the Catholic school turns in a
spirit of love. Spurred on by the aim of offering to all, and especially
to the poor and marginalized, the opportunity of an education, of
training for a job, of human and Christian formation, it can and must
find in the context of the old and new forms of poverty that original
synthesis of ardour and fervent dedication which is a manifestation of
Christ’s love for the poor, the humble, the masses seeking for truth.

The Catholic school at the service of society

16. The school cannot be considered separately from other educational
institutions and administered as an entity apart, but must be related to
the world of politics, economy, culture and society as a whole. For her
part the Catholic school must be firmly resolved to take the new
cultural situation in her stride and, by her refusal to accept
unquestioningly educational projects which are merely partial, be an
example and stimulus for other educational institutions, in the forefront
of ecclesial community’s concern for education. In this way the
Catholic school’s public role is clearly perceived. It has not come into
being as a private initiative, but as an expression of the reality of the
Church, having by its very nature a public character. It fulfils a service
of public usefulness and, although clearly and decidedly configured in
the perspective of the Catholic faith, is not reserved to Catholics only,
but is open to all those who appreciate and share its qualified
educational project. This dimension of openness becomes particularly
evident in countries in which Christians are not in the majority or
developing countries, where Catholic schools have always promoted
civil progress and human development without discrimination of any
kind.* Catholic schools, moreover, like state schools, fulfil a public role,
for their presence guarantees cultural and educational pluralism and,

% Cfr. II Vatican Counciw, Declaration on Christian Education Gravissimum educa-
tionis, n. 9.
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above all, the freedom and right of families to see that their children
receive the sort of education they wish for them."”

17. The Catholic school, therefore, undertakes a cordial and
constructive dialogue with states and civil authorities. Such dialogue
and collaboration must be based on mutual respect, on the reciprocal
recognition of each other’s role and on a common service to mankind.
To achieve this end, the Catholic school willingly occupies its place
within the school system of the different countries and in the
legislation of the individual states, when the latter respect the
fundamental rights of the human person, starting with respect for life
and religious freedom. A correct relationship between state and school,
not only a Catholic school, is based not so much on institutional
relations as on the right of each person to receive a suitable education
of their free choice. This right is acknowledged according to the
principle of subsidiarity.” For “The public authority, therefore, whose
duty it is to protect and defend the liberty of the citizens, is bound
according to the principle of distributive justice to ensure that public
subsidies are so allocated that parents are truly free to select schools
for their children in accordance with their conscience”.” In the
framewortk not only of the formal proclamation, but also in the
effective exercise of this fundamental human right, in some countries
there exists the crucial problem of the juridical and financial
recognition of non-state schools. We share John Paul II's earnest hope,
expressed yet again recently, that in all democratic countries “concrete
steps finally be taken to implement true equality for non-state schools
and that it be at the same time respectful of their educational project”.”

¥ Cfr. HoLy SEE, Charter of Rights of the Family, art. 5.

#* Cfr. Joun PauL 11, Apostolic Exhortation Familiarts consortio, n. 40; cfr. CONGRE-
GATION FOR THE DocCTRINE oF THE FArTH, Instruction Libertatis conscientia, n. 94.

® II Vatican Counciw, Declaration on Christian Education Gravissimunt educationts,
n. 6.

® Joun Paur II, Letter to the Superior General of the Piarists, in “L'Osservatore
Romane”, 28 June 1997, p. 5.

621



b

BULLETTIN TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI

Climate of the educating community

18. Before concluding, we should like to dwell briefly on the climate
and role of the educating community, which is constituted by the
interaction and collaboration of its various components: students,
parents, teachers, directors and non-teaching staff.”* Attention is rightly
given to the importance of the relations existing between all those who
make up the educating community. During childhood and adolescénce
a student needs to experience personal relations with outstanding
educators, and what is taught has greater influence on the student’s
formation when placed in a context of personal involvement, genuine
reciprocity, coherence of attitudes, life-styles and day to day behaviour.
While respecting individual roles, the community dimension should be
fostered, since it is one of the most enriching developments for the
contemporary school.? It is also helpful to bear in mind, in harmony
with the Second Vatican Council? that this community dimension in
the Catholic school is not a metely sociological category; it has a
theological foundation as well. The educating community, taken as a
whole, is thus called to further the objective of a school as a place of
complete formation through interpersonal relations.

19. In the Catholic school, “prime responsibility for creating this
unique Christian school climate rests with the teachers, as individuals
and as a community”* Teaching has an extraordinary moral depth
and is one of man’s most excellent and creative activities, for the
teacher does not write on inanimate material, but on the very spirits of
human beings. The personal relations between the teacher and the
students, therefore, assume an enormous importance and are not
limited simply to giving and taking. Moreover, we must remember that
teachers and educators fulfil a specific Christian vocation and share an

n Cfr. S. ConcrReGATION FOR CatHorLic Epucation, Lay Catholics in Schools:
Witnesses to Faith, n. 22. :

2 Cfr. Ibid.

3 Cfr. 11 Vartican CounciL, Declaration on Christian Education Gravissimum educa-
tionis, n. 8.

# CONGREGATION FOR CaTHoLIC EDUCATION, Religious Dimension of Education in a

Catholic school, n. 26.
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equally specific pérticipation in the mission of the Church, to the
extent that “it depends chiefly on them whether the Catholic school
achieves its purpose”.?

20. Parents have a particularly important part to play in the educating
community, since it is to them that primary and natural responsibility
for their. children’s education belongs. Unfortunately in our day there is
a widespread tendency to delegate this unique role. Therefore it is
necessary to ;Loster initiatives which encourage commitment, but which
provide at the same time the right sort of concrete suppott which the
family needs and which involve it in the Catholic school’s educational
project.” The constant aim of the school therefore, should be contact
and dialogue with the pupils’ families, which should also be
encouraged through the promotion of parents’ associations, in order to
clarify with their indispensable collaboration that personalised approach
which is needed for an educational project to be efficacious.

Conclusion

21. The Holy Father has pointed out in a meaningful expression how
“man is the primary and fundamental way for the Church, the way
traced out by Christ himself”.” This way cannot, then, be foreign to
those who evangelize. Travelling along it, they will experience the
challenge of education in all its urgency. Thus it follows that the work
of the school is irreplaceable and the investment of human and
material resources in the school becomes a prophetic choice. On the
threshold of the third millennium we perceive the full strength of the
mandate which the Church handed down to the Catholic school in
that “Pentecost” which was the Second Vatican Council: “Since the
Catholic school can be of such service in developing the mission of the

3 Cfr. II VaTican Councir, Declaration on Christian Education Gravissimum educa-
tionss, n. 8.

% Cfr. Joun Paul 11, Apostolic Exhortation Familiarés consortio, n. 40.

¥ Cifr. Joun PauL 11, Encyclical Letter Rederptor bominss, n. 14.
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People of God and in promoting dialogue between the Church and

the community at large to the advantage of both, it is still of vital
importance even in our times”.*

Prot. N. 290/96.
Rome, 28th December 1997, Solemnity of the Holy Family.

R (nt Woghs

Pio Card. LacH1
Prefect

/ .
éo%m
® Jost SarAlvA MARTINS
Tit. Archbishop of Tuburnica

Secretary

R

# 1] Vatican CounciL, Declaration on Christian Education Gravissimum educationts,
n. 8.

624



THE PILGRIMAGE IN THE GREAT JUBILEE

The Pilgrimage in the Great Jubilee
Introduction

1. “We are strangers before you, pilgrims only as
were all our ancestors”.! The words King David pro-
nounced before the Lord sketch the profile not only
of the biblical person but of every human creature.
In fact, the “way” is a symbol of existence which is
expressed in a wide range of actions like leaving and
coming back, entrance and exit, descent and ascent,
walking and resting. Since the very first moment of
their appearance on the stage of the world, human
beings have always walked in search of new goals,
investigating earthly horizons and tending towards
the infinite. They navigated rivers and seas, climbed
sacred mountains on whose summit the earth ideally
meets the sky. They walked through time marking it
with sacred dates. They considered birth as an en-
trance into the world and death as an exit to enter
the womb of the earth or to be assumed into the di-
vine regions. .

2. Pilgrimages, a sign of the condition of the disci-
ples of Christ in this world,? have always held an im-
portant place in the life of Christians. .

In the course of history, Christians have always
walked to celebrate their faith in places that indicate
a memory of the Lord or in sites representing impor-
tant moments in the history of the Church. They
have come to shrines honouring the Mother of God
and to those that keep the example of the saints
alive. Their pilgrimage was a process of conversion,
a yearning for intimacy with God and a trusting plea
for their material needs. For the Church, pilgrim-
ages, in all their multiple aspects, have always been
a gift of grace.

In contemporary society, which is characterised.
by intense mobility, pilgrimages are experiencing a
new impetus. To offer a suitable response to this re-
ality, the pastoral care of pilgrimages must be able
to avail of a clear theological foundation that ex-
plains it and develops a solid and permanent praxis
in the context of general pastoral care. It is neces-
sary to keep in mind, first of all, that evangelization
is the ultimate reason for which the Church propos-
es and encourages pilgrimages, such that they are

625



BULLETTIN TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI

|
The
Pilgrimage
of | Israel

626

}rarll]sformed into an experience of deep and mature
aith.’

3. Through the reflections in his document, it is
hoped to offer an aid to all pilgrims and people in
charge of the pastoral care of pilgrimages, so that in
the light of the Word of God and of the age-old tra-
dition of the Church, everyone may share more fully
in the spiritual wealth found in the experience of pil-
grimages. .

4. Since the beginning, according to the teachings
of the Holy Scriptures, and later on, all through the
millennia, it is possible to identify an Adamic pil-
grimage: it starts with coming forth from the hands
of the Creator, from the entry into the world of cre-
ation and from the subsequent wandering without
aim, far from the garden of Eden.‘ The pilgrimage of
Adam — from the call to walk with God, to his dis-
obedience and to the hope for salvation — reveals
the full freedom with which he was gifted by the
Creator. At the same time, it discloses the divine
commitment to walk beside him and watch over his
steps.

At first sight, Adam’s pilgrimage seems to be a de-
viation from the way towards the goal of the holy
place, the garden of Eden. But even this route can
be transformed into a path of conversion and of re-
turn. Wandering Cain is watched over by the loving
presence of God who follows and protects him.’
“You have noted my agitation — sings Psalm 56:8 —
now collect my tears in your wineskin. Should this
not be ‘in your book’?”. Pursuing the way of aban-
donment of the prodigal son in sin is the father who
is prodigal of love. It is through this divine attraction
that for cvery person, every wrong way can be
transformed 'into an itinerary of return and em-
brace.® Thus, there is a universal history of pilgrim-
ages that includes a dark stage, through “the roads
of darkness”,” the crooked paths.* But it also in-
cludes return and conversion through the path of
life,’ of justice and peace,” of truth and fidelity," of
perfection and integrity. " V

5. The Abrahamic pilgrimage, instead, is the
paradigm of the history of salvation itself in confor-
mity with which the faithful live. The language used
in describing it (“leave your country”), the steps in
Abraham'’s itinerary and the relations he experienced
affirm that his pilgrimage was already an exodus of
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salvation, an ideal anticipation of the exodus of the
whole nation. By leaving his country, his family and
his father's house," -Abraham goes with trust and

hope towards the horizon that the Lord indicated, as -

the Letter to the Hebrews reminds us: “It was by
faith that Abraham obeyed the call to set out for a
countrv that was the inheritance given to him and

his descendants, and that he set out without know-
ing where he was going. By faith he arrived, as a
foreigner, in the promised land, and lived there as if
in a strange country, with Isaac and Jaceb, who
were heirs with him of the same promise. They lived
there in tents while he looked forward to a city
founded, designed and built by God (...) All these
died in faith, ... recognizing that they were only
strangers and nomads on earth”.* It is for a good
reason that the Patriarch later defined himself “a
stranger and a settler™” even in the promised land
and like him were also to be his sons Ishmael* and
Jacob, refugee in Paddan-aram" and in Egypt."

6. It was from the land of the pharaohs that the

great Exodic pilgrimage would ensue. The various
stages — which included the departure, wandering
in the desert, the trial, temptations, sin, entering the
promised land — have become the exemplary model
of the history of salvation® itself. This includes not
only the gifts of freedom, of Revelation in Sinai and
of divine communion, expressed. in the Passover
(“passage”) and in the offering of the manna, water
and the quails, but also infidelity, idolatry, the temp-
tation to go back to slavery.

Exodus acquires a permanent value. It is a
“memorial” that is always vital and comes up again
even upon the return from the Babylonian exile.
This is sung by the Second Isaiah as a new exodus,?
that is commemorated each time Israel celebrates
the feast of the Passover and is transformed into an
eschatological representation in the book of Wis-
dom.? The final aim is in fact the promised land of
full communion with God in a renewed creation.?

The Lord himself is a pilgrim with his people:
" “Yahweh your God (...) has watched over your jour-
neying through this vast wilderness. Yahweh your
God has been with you these 40 years and you have
never been in want”.? He “preserved us all along the
way we traveled”.” He, in fact, remembers with nos-
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talgia “affection of your youth, the love of vour
bridal days: you followed me through the wilder-
ness, through a land unsown”.® Becausce of this rad-
ical characteristic as a pilgrim, the biblical people is
not to "molest the stranger or oppress him, for vou
lived as strangers in the land of Egypt”;* rather, he
is to “love the stranger (...), for ycu were once
strangers in Egypt".”

7. Thus, whoever prays presents himself before
God as "your guest (...), a nomad”.® Precisely by
praying, the Psalms, which were written across the
millenary period of the history of Israel, attest to the
historical and theological awareness of the itinerancy
of the community and of the individual. And it is ex-
actly through the devotional pilgrimage to Zion that
being strangers even in one's own land® is trans-
formed into a sign of hope. The “ascent”, which, in
the three great solemnities of the Feast of the
Passover, Feast of Weeks and Feast of Tabernacles®
leads Israel amidst hymns of joy (the “Song of As-
cents™ towards Mt Zion, becomes an experience of
stability, trust and renewed commitment to live in
the fear of God® and in justice. Founded on the rock
of the temple of Jerusalem, symbol of the Lord who
is a “rock” that does not crumble,® the tribes of Is-
rael praise the name of the Lord.* They enter into
communicen with him in worship, living in the tent
of his sanctuary and dwelling on his holy mountain,
finding an indestructible salvation®™ and a fullness of
life and peace.* Therefore, “happy those who live in
your house and can praise you all day long; and
happy the pilgrims inspired by vou with courage to
nmake the Ascents!”.” “Up! Let us go up to Zion, to
Yahweh our God!”.* ,

8. To the People of God, victim of discourage-
ment, burdened by infidelity, the prophets also indi-
cate a Messianic pilgrimage of redemption, which is
also open to the eschatological horizon in which all
peoples of the earth will stream towards Zion, loca-
tion of the divine Word, of peace and of hope.® Liv-
ing again the experience of the exodus, the People
ol God must let the Spirit remove its heart of stone
and give it one of flesh.® In its life’s itinerary, it -
must express justice™ and faithful love® and rise up
as a light for all peoples,* up to the day when the
Lord God will offer on the holy mountain a banquet
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for all peoples.* On the way towards the fulfilment
of the messianic promise, already at this very mo-
ment, all are called to communion gratuitously* and
in God's mercy.*

9. Jesus Christ enters the scene of history as “the
Way, the Truth and the Life™ and since the very be-
ginning, he includes himself in the journey of hu-
mankind and of his people, uniting himself in some
way with each man.* In fact, he descended from be-
ing “with God” to become “flesh’™ and to walk along
the paths of the human person. In the Incarnation,
it is “God who comes in person to speak to man of
himself and to show him the path by which he may
be reached”.® ’ »

While still a baby, Jesus is a pilgrim at the temple
of Zion to be presented to the Lord;" as a boy, with
Mary and Joseph, he goes to his Father’s house.®
His public ministry which takes place along the
roads of his country, slowly takes the form of a pil-
grimage towards Jerusalem which is portrayed, espe-
cially by Luke, as a long journey whose destination
is not only the cross, but also the glory of Easter
and the Ascension.® His Transfiguration reveals to
Moses, to Elijah and to the Apostles his impending
Paschal “exodus”: “they were speaking of his passing

‘which he was to accomplish in Jerusalem”.* The

other evangelists, too, know this exemplary
itinerary, along which the disciple must walk: “If
anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him re-
nounce himself and take up his cross and follow
me”, and Luke specifiés “every day”".® For Mark, the
route to the cross of Golgotha is constantly marked
by verbs and words of movement and by the symbol
of the “way” %

10. But Jesus' road does not end on the hill called
Golgotha. The earthly pilgrimage of Christ crosses
the boundary of death, into the infinite and in the
mystery of God, beyond death. On the mount of the
Ascension, the final step of nis pilgrimage takes
place. As he promises to come back,” the risen Lord
rises to heaven and goes to his Father’s house to
prepare a place for us, so that where he is, we
may be with him, to0o.® In fact, this is how he sum-
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marizes his mission: “I came from the Father and
have come into the world and now I leave the. world
to go to the Father. (...) Father, I want those you
have given me to be with me where I am, so that
they may always see the glory you have given
me”

The Chrigtian community, animaied by the Spirit
of Pentecost, goes out into the streets of the world,
and is immersed in the various nations of the earth.®
it goes from Jerusalem up to Rome, along the
streets of the empire which the Apostles and the her-
alds of the Gospel walk through. Beside them walks
Christ who, as with the disciples of Emmaus, ex-
plains the Scriptures to them and breaks the Eu-
charistic bread." Along their footsteps set out the
peoples of the earth. Spiritually following the
itinerary of the Magi,® they fulfil the words of

~ Christ: “Many will come from East and West to take

their places with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob at
the feast in the kingdom of heaven”

11. The final destination of this pilgrimage aiong
the roads of the world, however, is not written on
the map of the earth. It is beyond our horizon, as it
was for Christ who walked with the people to bring
them to the fullness of communion with God. It is
significant to observe that the “way” of the Lord is
the road that he walked through and along whick he
now walks with us. In fact, the Acts of the Apostles
describes the Christian life as “the way™ par excel-
lence. Therefore, after having gone to teach all na-
tions accompanied by the presence of Christ who is
with us to the end of time,* after having been “guid-
ed by the Spirit™ in justice and love, the Christian
takes as his port of arrival the heavenly Jerusalem
sung in the Apocalypse. This life-way is filled with a
yearning, an ardent hope in the expectation of the
coming of the Lord.” Our pilgrimage, therefore, has
a transcendent end, knowing that we are “aliens or
foreign visitors™® here on earth, but are destined to
be “citizens like all the saints, and part of God's
household”.®

Like Jesus who was killed outside the gates of the
city of Jerusalem, we too must go “outside the
camp, and share his degradation. For .there is no
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eternal city for us in this life but we look for one in
the life to come”.” There God will dwell with us, in
that place “there will be no more death, and no
more mourning or sadness. The world of the past
has gone”.™

12. In communion with her Lord, the Church al-
so, a messianic people, is going forward towards a
future and abiding city.” It transcends time and
boundaries, and completely tends towards that king-
dom whose presence is already operating in all the
lands of the earth. These lands have received the
seed of the word of Christ™ and have been watered
by the blood of martyrs, witnesses of the Gospel. As
Paul and the Apostles did, the missionaries of Christ
crossed the consular and imperial roads, the caravan
tracks, the maritime routes, the cities and ports of
the Mediterranean. Very soon, in the East and in the
West, they had to face various cultures and religious
traditions and express themselves no longer just in
Hebrew and Aramaic, but also in Greek and Latin,
and later in a multiplicity of tongues, some of which
had already been previously announced in the scene
of Pentecost:™ Arabic, Syriac, Ethiopian, Persian, Ar-
menian, Gothic, Slavic, Hindi, Chinese.

The steps in this pilgrimage of the messengers of
the divine word branched out from Asia Minor to
Italy, from Africa to Spain and Gaul and, later on,
from Germany to Britain, from the Slavic countries
up to India and China. In modern times, they went
on towards new countries and new peoples in Amer-
ica, Africa and Oceania, thus delineating “the jour-
ney of Christ down the centuries”.”

13. In the fourth and fifth centuries, later on, var-
ious experiences of monastic life in the Church be-
gan. “Ascetic migration” and “spiritual exodus” rep-
resent two of its fundamental and inspiring forms. In
this regard, some biblical figures assume a paradig-

matic role in monastic and patristic literature. The
-reference to Abraham is linked with the theme of

xeniteia (the experience of the stranger: the aware-
ness of one who is a guest, migrant), which, among
other things, constitutes the third step of the spiritu-
al Ladder of St John Climacus. The figure of Moses,
who guides the exodus from slavery in Egypt to the
promised” land, becomes a characteristic theme of
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ancient Christiai1 literature, thanks especially to the
Life of Moses of Gregory of Nyssa. Finally, Elijah,
who climbs Carmel and Mt Horeb, incarrates the
themes of the flight into the desert and the en-
counter with God. Ambrose, for example, is fascinat-

ed by the prophet Elijah and considers the ascetic
ideal of the fuga saeculi realized in him.

The concept of Christian life as a pilgrimage, the
search for divine intimacy, also by means of a de-
tachment from the tumult of things and events, the
veneration of holy places persuaded St Jerome and
the disciples Paula and Eustochium to leave Rome
and settle in the land of Christ: Thus, in the grotto
of the Nativity in Bethlehem, a monastery was
fouiided. This formed part of a series of numerous
hermitages, lauras, coenobia in the Holy Land, but
which were also spread in other regions, especially
in the Egyptian Thebaid, in Syria, in Cappadocia.

"Following this line, pilgrimages in the desert or to-

wards a holy place became the symbol of another
pilgrimage, the interior one, as St Augustine called
to mind: “Go back into yourself: the truth lives in
the person’s heart”. Yet, do not remain within your-
self, but “go beyond your very self”,”® because you
are not God: he is deeper and greater than you. The
pilgrimage of the soul which has already been
evoked by Platonic tradition, now acquires a new di-
mension. In its yearning for the infinity of God, the
Father of the Church himself defines and represents
it as follows: “One searches God to find him with
more swectness, one finds him to search him with
greater ardour”.”

The concept that “the holy place is the pure soul™™
also becomes a constant call for the practice of pil-
grimages to holy places to be a sign of progress in
personal holiness. The Fathers of the Church thus
render “physical” pilgrimages relative, in an effort to
overcome every exaggeration and misunderstanding.
Gregory of Nyssa, in particular, furnishes the funda-
mental principle of a correct evaluation of pilgrim-
ages. Although he had devoutly visited the Holy
Land, he affirms that the true journey to be experi-
enced is the one that leads the faithful from the
physical reality to the spiritual one, from corporeal
life to life in the Lord, and not the trip from Cap-
padocia to Palestine.” Even St Jerome confirms the
same principle. In Letter 58, he observes that Antho-
ny and the monks did not visit Jerusalem, and yet
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the gates of heaven were wide open for them just
the same. And he affirms that for Christians, the
motive for praise is not the fact that they have been
to the Holy Land, but rather because they have lived
holy lives.®

In this interior itinerary from light to light,* along
the trail of Christ’s call to be “perfect just as your
heavenly Father is perfect”,® a profile of pilgrimages
is formed, one which is particularly dear to the spir-
itual Byzantine tradition: it is the “ecstatic” aspect
that will Jater on develop based on the mystical doc-
trine of Dionysius the Areopagite, Maximus the Con-
fessor and John Damascene.

The divinization of the human person is the great
aim of the long journey of the spirit that places the
believer in the very heart of God, thus fulfiling the
words of the Apostle: “I have been crucified with
Christ and I live now not with my own life but with
the life of Christ who lives in me”,® therefore “life ...
is Christ”.** '

14. In the fourth century, when persecution by

the Roman empire was over, the sites of maityrdom

were opened for public veneration and the intense
flow of pilgrimages started. This is also testified by
documentary records, like the travel diaries of the
pilgrims themselves, - especially in the Holy Land.
Among them stands out the witness of Aetheria, at
the beginning of the fifth century.

But concrete pilgrimages that walk through the
streets of the world spread out in new branches.
While the Arabic conquest of Jerusalem in 638 made
the visit to Christian memorials in the Holy Land
more difficult, new itineraries in the West were
opened. Rome, the site of the martyrdom of Peter
and Paul and the seat of ecclesial communion
around the Successor of Peter, became a fundamen-
tal destination. Thus were born the numerous “Viac
Romaeae” ad Petri sedem, among which stands out
Via Francigena which crosses the whole of Europe
to point at the new holy city. But another goal was
the tomb of St James in Compostela. There were al-
so the Marian shrines of the Holy House of Loreto,
Jasna Gora in Czestochowa; visits to the great me-
dieval monasteries, fortresses of the spirit and of cul-
ture; the places that incarnate the memory of great
saints, like Tours, Canterbury or Padua. Through
them a nctwork, which “promoted mutual under-
standing among such different peoples and na-
tions”,® was formed in Europe.
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Although with some exaggerations, this great phe-
nomenon, which involved the common masses that
were animated by simple and profound convictions,
nourished the spirituality, increased the faith, stimu-
lated the charity and animated the mission of the
Church. The “palmer”, the “pilgrim to Rome”, the
“pilgrims” with their specific attires almost constitut-
ed their own separate “ordo”, that reminded the
world of the pilgrim nature of the Christian commu-
nity, that tends towards a meeting  with God and
communion with him.

A special form was attributed to pilgrimages with
the advent of the Crusades between the 11th and the
13th centurics. In them, the ancient religious ideal of
going on pilgrimage towards the holy places of the
Sacred Scriptures was mixed with the new instances
and ideas typical of that historical period, that is, the
formation of the class of knights, with its social and
political tensions, the reawakening of commercial
stimuli and cultural revolts in the East, the presence
of Islam in the Holy Land.

The conflict of power and interest often prevailed
over the spiritual and missionary ideal. This attribut-
ed particular characteristics to the various Crusades,
while the Churches of the East and of the West
stood on the wall of division. This also influenced
the practice of pilgrimages which were somehow
ambiguous, as described well by St Bernard of Clair-
vaux. He was an ardent preacher of the Second Cru-
sade but he did not hesitate to honour the spiritual
Jerusalem present in Christian monasteries as the
ideal goal of the pilgrim: “Clairvaux is this Jerusalem
united to the heavenly Jerusalem by its profound
and radical piety, by its life’s conformity, by some
spiritual affinity”.® A medieval hymn, which is still
present in the liturgy, clearly exalted the heavenly
Jerusalem which was built on earth through the con-
secration of a church: “Jerusalem blessed city, /
called image of peace, / built in the heavens / out of
living stones”.” *

15. At this point St Francis appeared on the hori-
zon. Through his friars, he would be present in the
Holy Land through the centuries, as custodian of the
holy places for Christianity — in a cohabitation
which is not always easy with other Oriental eccle-
sial communities — and as a support for. pilgrims.
Sometimec around 1300, a Societas Peregrinantium
pro Christo was established. It considered pilgrim-
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ages also as a missionary work. But just at that
time, in 1300, the Jubilee was proclaimed in Rome.
It was to transform the Eternal City into a Jerusalem
towards which multitudes of pilgrims would be di-
rected, as what later on took place in the successive
long series of Holy Years. The cultural and religious
unity of medieval Western Europe was also nour-
ished through these spiritual experiences. Slowly,
however, there was a movement towards new and
more complex models that also involved the nature
of piigrimages. ,

16. The Copernican revolution caused an evolution
in the condition of pilgrim people in an immobile
world, making them partakers of a universe that is
in perennial movement. The discovery of thc New
World established the foundation needed to over-

come the eurocentric vision, by means of the ap-

pearance of different cultures and the extraordinary
movement of people and groups. The Christianity of
the West lost its unity centred in Rome, and conles-
sional divisions made pilgrimages more difficult, at

times contested “as an occasion of sin and of despise

of the commandments of God.... It happens, in fact,
that a person goes on pilgrimage to Rome and
spends 59 and 100 florins and even more and lcaves
wife and chiidren and maybe a neighbour at home
at grips with misery”.® With the disintegration of the
classical image of the universe, the pilgrim felt less
and less like being a traveler in the common housc
of the world, now subdivided into States and nation-
al Churches. Thus, nearer and alternative goals
came” up, like the Holy Mounts and local Marian
shrines.

17. Yet; in spite of a somehow static vision that
pervaded the Christian community in the 18th and
the 19th century, pilgrimages centinued in the life of
the Christian community. I some places, as in Latin
Amecrica and in the Philippiaes, they sustained the
faith of generations of belevers; in other places, «
new spirituality came up, with new centres ®f faiti:
founded on the roots of Marian apparitions and pop-
ular devotions. From Guadalupe to- Lowdes, from
Aparecida to Fatima, from the Santo Nifio of Cebu
to St Joseph of Montréal, there is a multiplication of
witness to the vitality of pilgrimages and the move-
meni of conversion that they bring about. Mean-
while, the renewed awareness of being the traveling

People of God became the most expressive image of

the Church assembled in the Second Vatican Council.
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18. The Second Vatican Council was “a providen-
tial event” destined to constitute an “immediate
preparation for the Jubilee of the second millenni-
um”.® That ecclesial gathering — from the time it
was convoked, with the converging of the Pastors of
the local Churches in Rome, up to its conclusion
with an Extraordinary Jubilee that was to be cele-
brated in each single Diocese — was celebrated in
the symbolic frame of a great and choral pilgrimage
of the whole ecclesial community. This aspect was
made explicit by some emblematic gestures, like
those of the two pilgrim Popes, John XXIII to Lore-
to during the first years of the Council (1962) and
Paul VI in the Holy Land, at the height of the con-
ciliar gathering (1964). To these two purely spiritual
signs were later added the successive papal pilgrim-
ages along the ways of the world to proclaim the
Gospel, its truth and its justice, starting from those
of Pope Paul VI to the United Nations and to Bom-
bay. .
19. The very language of the Council symbolized
the Church — in its experience as a spiritual and
missionary itinerary — a travel companion at the
side of the whole of humankind. It was in fact a
matter of asking “how we ought to renew ourselves,
so that we may be found increasingly faithful to the
Gospel of Christ”.* The “pilgrim” Church of God
thus became a dominant profile from the very begin-
ning of the conciliar celebration.® The Church was
“a signal raised amidst peoples (Is 5:26) to offer to
everyone the direction of his march towards the
truth and the life”.”” The meeting with the nations,
which was symbolically manifested by the visit of
Pope Paul VI at the UN, was defined as the “epi-
logue of a laborious pilgrimage”.” The. Council itself
resulted as a “spiritual ascension”, while :the Council
Fathers greeted the men and women of thought as
“pilgrims en route to the light".*

20. The aforementioned pilgrimage of Pope Paul
VI to the Holy Land was presented by the Pontiff
himself in the light of the spirituality of the peregri-
natio in its fundamental components. Through visits
to the holv places, it intended to exalt the central
mysteries of salvation, the Incarnation and the Re-
demption; it wanted to be a sign of prayer, penance
and renewal; it aimed to fuifii the triple goal of of-
fering to Christ his Church, of promoting unity
among Christians, and of imploring divine mercy for
peace among men.”
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It was the Council itself, in its Constitutions, that
presented the whole Church as “present in this
world and yet not at home in it".* Her pilgrim na-
ture, mentioned repeatedly,” reveals a Trinitarian as-
pect: its source is in the mission of Christ sent by
the Father;® for this reason, we too go forth from
him, live through him and our journey leads us to-
ward him,” and the Holy Spirit is the guide of our
way which is to follow the footsteps of Christ.'® Eu-
charist and Easter, which constitute the heart of the
liturgy," by their very nature, point back to the ex-
odus of Israel and to the banquet of pilgrimage and
of alliance that it inaugurates'® and concludes.'®

21. The pilgrim Church spontaneously becomes
missionary.™ The command of the risen Christ: “Go
..., make disciples of all the nations™® places its
stress preciscly on “go”, an indispensable method of
evangelization open to the world. Viaticum and trea-
sure in this itinerary are the Word of God™ and the
Eucharist."

Sketching a passionate synthesis of the march of
humankind with its conquests and its going astray,'
the Council presents the Church as a travel compan-
ion of the human family, that indicates a transcen-
dent goal, beyond earthly history.™ Thus, a fruitful
harmony between pilgrimages and commitment in
history ensues"® and even the world is called to offer
its contribution to the Church itself in a lively and
intense dialogue.™ )

22. From the conciliar event onwards, the Church
lives its pilgrim experience not only in ifs renewal, in
its missionary proclamation, in its commitment for
peace, but also through numerous witnesses of the
Magisterium of the Church, particularly on the occa-
sion of the jubilee years 1975, 1983 and 2000."” The
Holy Father Pope John Paul II became a pilgrim in
the ‘world. He is the principal evangelizer in these
last two decades. Through his apostolic itinerancy
and his Magisterium, he has guided and solicited the
whole Church to prepare itself for the third millenni-
um, which is already close at hand. The papal pas-
toral trips are “stations of a pilgrimage in the local
Churches..., a pilgrimage of peace and solidarity”."

23. A fundamental goal of the present historical
pilgrimage of the Church is the Jubilee of the Year
2000 towards which the faithful are walking beneath
the vault of the Trinity. This itinerary should not be
spatial but rather interior and vital, in the recon-
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quest of the great values of the biblical jubilee
year."* With the sounding of the horn marking this
date in Israel, slaves became free again, debts were
condoned such that everyone would find again per-
sonal dignity and social solidarity, the earth sponta-
neously offered its gifis to everyone, reminding us
that at its origin is the Creator who “waters the up-
lands until the ground has had all that your heavens
have to offer”." Thus, a more fraternal community,
similar to that of Jerusalem, must be born: “The
faithful all lived together and owned everything in
common; they sold their goods and possessions and
shared out the proceeds among themsclves accord-
ing to what eacli one needed”."™ “Let there be no poor
among vou.... Is there a poor man among you, one
of your brothers...? Do not harden your heart or
close your hand against that poor brother of yours”."”

24. The pilgrimage which started from Abraham
and is extended throughout the centuries is a sign of
a vaster and universal movement of humankind. The
human person, in fact, appears in his secular history
as homo viator, a traveler thirsty for new horizons,
hungry for justice and peace, searching for truth,
longing for love, open to the absolute and the infi-
nite. Scientific research, economic and social devel-
opment, the continuous appearance of tension, mi-

~ gration that goes through our planet, the very mis-

erv of evil and other enigmas that fill humankind’s
being constantly interrogate him, thereby setting him
on trails laid out by religions and culturcs.

Even in our days, humankind, on the one hand,
scems to be going towards positive goals of different
naturds: worldwide integration in global systems, but
al the same time, sensitivity for pluralism and re-
spect for the different historical and national identi-
ties, scientific and technical progress, interreligious
dialogue, communications that are diffused in the
areopagus of the whole world through instruments
that are more and more effective and immediate. On
the other hand, however, in each one of these ways,

_ancient and invariable obstacles appear in new forms

and ways: the idols of economic exploitation, abuse
of one's political position, scientific arrogance, reli-
gious fanaticism.

The light of the Gospel guides Christians to the
discovery, in these manifestations of contemporary
civilization, of new “areopagi” wherein to proclaim.
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salvation and discover the signs of longing that lead
hearts to the house of the Father.

It does not seem strange that in the whirlwind of
this constant change, humankind also experiences
fatigue and wishes for a place, which may be a
shrine, where he could rest, a space of freedom that
makes dialogue possible — with himself, with others
and with God. The Christian’s pilgrimage accdtnpa-
nies this search of humankind and offers him the se-
curity of a goal, the presence of the Lord, “for he
has visited his people, he has come to their res-
cue”."® .

25. Some “universal pilgrimages” assume a partic-
ular significance. We are thinking, first of all, of the
vast movement of groups, of masses, at times of
whole peoples, who face enormous sacrifices and
risks to flee from hunger, wars, environmental catas-
trophes, and to look for security and well-being for
themselves and for their loved ones. No one should
remain an inactive spectator before these immense
flows that pervade humankind, almost like currents
that expand on the face of the earth. No one should
feel foreign to the injustice that is often at its roots,
to the personal and collective drama, but also to the
hopes that bloom for a different future and a
prospect of dialogue and a peaceful multiracial coex-
istence. The Christian, in particular, must become
the good Samaritan on the road from Jerusalem to
Jericho, ready to help and accompany his brother to
an inn of fraternal charity and a life together in sol-
idarity. We may be led to this “spirituality of the
way” by knowing, listening to and sharing the expe-
rience of that particular “people of the road” who
are the nomads, the gypsies, the “children of the
wind™.

26. Those who set out towards various destina-
tions for reasons of tourismi, scientific exploration or
trade are also pilgrims of the world. These are com-
plex phenomena which are often sources of harmful
consequences because of their enormous dimen-
sions. No one can ignore the fact that they are often
a cause of injustice, of the explosion of persons, of
the erosion of cultures or of the devastation of nature.
In spite of this, by their nature, they preserve the val-
ues of research, progress and the promotion of mu-
tual understanding amond peoples, which deserve to

be promoted. ) '
It is indispensable to make 1t possible lor those

who are part of these sectors to preserve their own
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spirituality and interior exigencies. It is also neces-

sary for tourism and commercial agents not to be

dominated only by economic interests but also to be
aware of their human and social functions.

27. Connected with the preceding point, and char-
acteristic of our days, is a particular form of pilgrim-
age of the human mind, the informatic or virtual
pilgrimage which is diffused along the ways of
telecommunications. These routes, with all the risks,
deformations and deviations that they invoive, can
be a means of proclaiming faith and love, positive
messages, fruitful and efficacious contacts. It is
therefore important to set out along these roads,
avoiding the dispersion and destruction of true com-
munication against the “background noise” of a Ba-
bel-like myriad of information.

28. There are also great “lay pﬂgnms those who
embark on cultural and sport itineraries. Great artis-
tic demonstrations, especially musical ones, that wit-
ness the gathering ‘of the youth panicularly, the flow
of visitors in museums that are often transformed in-
to an oasis of contemplation, Olympics and other
forms of sports assembly are phenomena that cannot
be ignored, also because they include spiritual values
that must be protected beyond the extrinsic tension,
leveling and conditioning of a commercial nature.

29. There are experiences of pilgrimages that are
more distinctly Christian. Not only priests, but also
whole families and many young people travel or
agree to be sent to lands far from their own to col-
laborate with missionaries, both through their pro-
fessional work, through witness and through the ex-
plicit proclamatxon of the Gospel. It is a form of be-
ing pilgrims that is continually increasing, as a gift of
the Spirit. They use their vacation or holidays, or
spend entire years of their life.

Emblematic images of these spatial, but above all
spiritual, movements of our times are the great ecu-
menical gatherings in which prayer for the gift of
unity gathers Christians together in a common jour-
ney. Equally important are the interreligious meet-
ings that witness the roving assembly of men and
women of all faiths towards a common goal of hope
and of love, as happened in the world prayer of the

_ religions for peace, convoked in Assisi in 1986.

30. A true and real network of itineraries is there-
fore extending throughout our planet. Some are reli-
gious in the most direct sense of the term. Their
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goals are cities and shrines, monasteries and histori-
cal centres. In other cases, the scarch for spiritual

values is manifested in going towards natural sites ol
rare beauty, islands or deserts, summits or depths of
marine abysses. This complex geography of the
movement of humankind contains in itself the germ
of a radical desire for a transcendent horizon of
truth, justice and peace; it gives witness to a restless-
ness which has for its port the infinity of God,
where people may refresh themselves from their an-
guish.'”

The march of humankind, therefore, notwith-
standing its tensions and contradictions, participates
in the inevitable pilgrimage towards the kingdom of
God, which the Church is committed to announce
and fulfil with courage, loyalty and perseverance, be-
ing called by her Lord to be salt, leaven, lamp and
city va the mouuitain top. Only in this way would
paths open in which “love and loyalty now mcet,
righteousness and peace now embrace”.™

In this itinerary, the Church becomes a pilgrim
with all men and women who scarch with a sincere
heart for truth, justice, peace; and even with those
who - wander elsewhere because — as Paul, citing
Isaiah, recalls — God affirmed: “I have been found
by those who did not sesk me, and have revealed
mveelf to those who did ot consult me”."

31. All peoples and ali individuals can theretore -
rect themselves to this aim of the kingdom. They
may also express their adhesion by means of the ex-
plicit -and symbolic gesture of a pilgrimage to the
various “holy cities” on earth, that is, to the places
of the spirit where the message of transcendence
and brotherhood resound strongest. Among these
cities should also be included those places desecrat-
ed by people’s sin and later on, almost out of an in-
stinct of reparation, consecrated by pilgrimages. Let
us think for instance of Auschwitz, emblematic place
of torture of the Jewish people in Europe, the
Shoah, or of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, lands devas-
tated by the horror of atomic war.

But, as pxewously stated, two cities acqmre the
value of a sign, not only for Christians but {or cvery-
one: Rome, symbol of the universal mission of the
Church; and Jerusalem, holy place and venerated by
all those who follow the way of the Abrahamic reli-
gions, the city from which the law and the oracle of
Yahweh will go out."? This indicates the final desti-

641



BULLETTIN TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI

Al

Vi
The
Pilgrimage
of the
Christian
Today

642

¥

nation of the pilgrimage of the whole of humankind,
that is, “the holy city ... coming down from God out
of heaven".'® We shall advance towards it in hope
singing: “We are a people that is walking / and
walking together we want to reach / a city that will
never end, / without pain or sadness, / city of eter-
njty"lu

Just as the Church appreciates the poverty of the
Buddhist pilgrim monk, the contemplative way of
the Tao, the sacred itinerary of Hinduism in
Benares, the “pillar” of pilgrimage to the sources of
his faith characteristic of the Muslim, and every oth-
er itinerary towards the Absolute and towards his
brothers, she joins all those who, in a fervent and
sincere way, dedicate themselves to the service of
the weak, the refugees, the exiles, the oppressed,
?‘nddundertakes with them a “pilgrimage of brother-

ood”.

This is the mcaning ol the Jubilee of mercy that
appears at the horizon of the third millennium, point
of arrival for the creation of 2 human society that is
more just, in which the public debts of developing
nations will be condoned and a more cquitable dis-
tribution of land will be accomplished, in the spirit
of the biblical prescription.' »

32. All Christians are invited to join and take part
in the great pilgrimage that Christ, the Church and
humankind have accomplished and must continue
accomplishing in history. The shrine towards which
they must be directed is to become “the tent of
meeting”, as the Bible calls the tabernacle of the al-
liance.'* There, in fact, a fundamental meeting takes
place, one that reveals various dimensions and is
presented under numerous appearances. It is in this
series of aspects that we can delineate a pastoral
care of pilgrimages.

Lived as a celebration of one’s own faith, for the
Christian, a pilgrimage is a manifestation of worship
to be accomplished faithfilly according to tradition,
with an intense religious sentiment and as a fulfil-
ment of his paschal existence.'?

The very dynamics of pilgrimages clearly reveals
some steps that pilgrims take. They become a
paradigm of the whole life of faith; departure reveals
the decision of pilgrims to go forward up to the des-
tination and achieve the spiritual objectives of their
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baptismal vocation; walking leads them to solidarity
with their brothers and sisters and to the necessary
preparation for the meeting with the Lord; the visit
to the shrine invites them to listen to the Word of
God and to sacramental celebration; the return, in
the end, reminds them of their mission in the world,
as witnesses of salvation and builders of peace. It is
important that these steps in a pilgrimage, lived in
groups or individually, are marked by acts of wor-
ship, which would reveal their authentic dimension,
with the use of the texts recommended in liturgical
books for this purpose.

The aspects that each pilgrimage must necessarily
include are to be harmoniously designed with just
respect for the traditions of each people and ade-
quately harmonizéd with the conditions of the pil-
grims. It is the duty of the Episcopal Conference of
every country to lay out the pastoral directives that
are most appropriate to the various situations and
institute the pastoral structures necessary to realize
them. In the diocesan pastoral care of pilgrimages, a
distinct role of Shrines is recognized. Yet, parishes
and other ecclesial groups must also be represented
in these pastoral structures since they are directly in-
-volved and are points of departure of the largest
number of pilgrimages.

Pastoral activity must make it such that through
the peculiar characteristics of each pilgrimage, the
believer would essentially accomplish a journey of
faith.'® Through an appropriate catechesis and an at-
tentive accompaniment on the part of the pastoral
agents, the presentation of the fundamental aspects
of Christian pilgrimages opens new perspectives for
its practice in the life of the Church.

33. ine aim, towards which the pilgrim’s itinerary
is directed, is first of all the tent of meeting with
God. Isaiah already mentioned these words of God:
“My house will be called a house of prayer for all
the peoples”.”” At the end of the road, in which his
ardent heart aspires to see God's countenance”,' in
the shrine which fulfils the divine promise stating:
“My eyes and my heart shall be always there”,"' the
pilgrim meets the mystery of God and discovers his
countenance of love and mercy. In a particular way,
this experience is accomplished in the Eucharistic
celebration of the paschal mystery, in which Christ
is “at the summit of the revelation of the inscrutable
mystery of God”;'? there one contemplates God,
who is always favourable to grace in Mary, the
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Mother of God,"* and he is magnified and wonderful
in all his saints.'™ ‘

In pilgrimages, people acknowledge that “from the
very circumstances of his origin, man is (...) invited
to converse with God”,"* and therefore through this,
he is helped to discover that the way he is offered,
to “rcmain in intimate union with God”, is Christ,
the Word made flesh. The itinerary of the Christian
pilgrim must reveal this “essential point by which
Christianity differs from all the other religions™.' In
their totality, pilgrimages must show “that for hu-
man beings, the Creator is not an anonymous and
remote power; he is the Father”,"” and we are all his

* children, brothers and sisters in Christ the Lord. It is

necessary to direct pastoral commitment so that
such a fundamental truth of the Christian faith'*
may not be darkened by traditional customs or cul-
tures, nor by new spiritual movements and ways.
rastoral action, however, will also aim at a constant
inculturation of the evangelical message in every cul-
ture, of every people.

Finally, the efficacy of shrines will be measured
more and more according to their capacity to re-
spond to the growing need of a “silent and attentive
contact with God and with themselves™* that people
fcel under the delirious rhythm of modern life. The
route and the destination of pilgrimages lead to the
blossoming of the faith and to an intensity of com-
munion with God in prayer, by which ideally, what
the prophet Malachi announced is fulfilled: “From

“farthest East to farthest West my name is honoured

among the nations and everywhere a sacrifice of in-
cense is offered to my name, and a pure offering
too, since my name is honoured among the nations,
savs Yahweh Sabanth” %

34. Pilgrirrages lead to the tent of meeting with
the Word of God. The fundamental experience of
the pilgrim must be that of listening because “the or-
acle of Yahweh (will go out) from Jerusalem’.'
Thus, the primary commitment of the holy journey
is that of evangelization which is often ingrained in
the holy places themselves."? The proclamation,
reading and meditation of the Gospel must accompa-
ny the steps of the pilgrim and the visit to the shrine
itself, so that what the Psalmist affirmed may be ac-
complished: “Your word is a lamp to my feet, a light
on my path’.'

Because of the circumstances that they inspire,



THE PILGRIMAGE IN THE GREAT JUBILEE

the goals to which they are directed, their nearness
to daily joys and necessities, the moments of a pil-
grimage are a field that is already favourable to the
reception of the Word of God in the hearts;'* thus
the Word becomes the strength of the faith, the food
?{ the soul, pure and perennial source of spiritual
i e.us

The whole pastoral activity at the service of pil-
grimages must concentrate its efforts in bringing pil-
grims close to the Word of God. In the first place,
arrangements should be made beforehand for a cat-
echetical process that is suitable to the pilgrim'’s life
of faith, an expression of his cultural-##slity, through
means of communication that are truly accessible
and have been proved to be effective. On the other
hand, while this catechetical presentation is to take
into account the events that are celebrated in the
places to be visited and their peculiar nature, it
should not forget either the necessary hierarchy in
the exposition of the truths of the faith,™ or a mo-
ment within the liturgical itinerary in which the
whole Church participates.'

35. Pilgrimages also lead to the tent of meeting
with the Church, “assembly of those who are called
together by the Word of God to form the People of
God. Being nourished by the Body of Christ, they
tnemseives form the Body of Christ™.'** Lhe experi-
ence of life in common with the pilgrim brothers
and sisters also becomes the occasion to rediscover
the People of God walking towards the Jerusalem of
peace, in praise and in song, in one faith and in the
unity of the love of only one Body, that of Christ.
The pilgrim must feel himself a member of the one
family of God, surrounded by many brothers and sis-
ters in the faith, under the guide of the “great Shep-
herd of the sheep™ who leads us “by paths of virtue
for the sake of his name”'® under the visible guide of
pastors that he has invested with the mission to lead
his people.

When they are done by a parish community, by
an ecclesial group, by a diocesan assembly or by
wider groupings, pilgrimages become a sign of eccle-
sial life.” In these cases, it is possible to be better
aware of the fact that all participants form part of
the Church, according to their own vocation and
ministry.

The presence of a spiritual animator has a partic-
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ular significance. His mission completely falls within
the priestly ministry, by which priests “gather God's
family together as a brotherhood of living unity, and
lead it through Christ and in the Spirit to God the
Father”."? For the exercise of this ministry, they
must have a specific catechetical preparation, to
faithfully and clearly transmit the Word of God, and
an adequate psychological preparation to be able to
welcome and understand the diversity among all pil-
grims. It will also be greatly useful for them to know
history and art, to be in the position to introduce pil-
grims into the catechetical wealth that pours out
from the works of art that are constant witnesses of
ecclesial faith in shrines.'s

1n thus munistry, on the other hand, priests are not
in any way to forget the specific function that be-
long to the laity in the living context of the “Church
communion”."™ Their active participation in the litur-
gicals and catechetical life, their specific responsibil-
ity in the formation of the ecclesial community'®
and their capacity to represent the Church in the
most various human needs' make them apt to col-
laborate — after an adequate and specific prepara-
tion — in the religious animation of pilgrimages and
assist their brothers and sisters during their journey
together. :

The pastoral care of pilgrimages requires that
there be a similar spiritual accompaniment also for
those who go on pilgrimage in small groups or indi-
vidually. In any case, the persons in charge of wel-
come in the shrine are to arrange beforehand the
necessary means for the pilgrim to realize that his
journey forms part of the pilgrimage of faith of the
whole Church.

The pilgrims’ meeting with the Church and their
experience of being part of the Body of Christ are to
pass through a renewal of their baptismal commit-
ment. Pilgrimages somehow reproduce the journey
of faith that one day led them to the baptismal
font,"* and which is now expressed anew through
their participation in the sacraments.

36. The shrine, however, is also the tent of neet-
ing in reconciliation. There, in fact, the pilgrim'’s
conscience is moved; there he confesses his sins;
there he is forgiven and forgives; there he becomes a
new creature through the sacrament of reconcilia-
tion; there he experiences divine mercy and grace.
The pilgrim, therefore, repeats the experience of the
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prodigal son in sin, who experiences the hardness of
trials and of penance, and also embraces the sacri-
fices of the trip, fasting, sacrifice. But he also expe-
riences the joy of the embrace of the Father, rich in
mercy, who leads him from death to life: “This son
of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was
lost and is found”."™ Shrines, therefore, must be
places in which the sacrament of reconciliation is
celebrated intensely, shared, with a well-conducted
liturgy, with available ministers and time, with
prayer and songs so that personal conversion may
have the divine seal and be lived ecclesially.

Pilgrimages that-lead to the shrine must be an
itinerary of conversion sustained by the firm hope of
the infinite depth and power of the forgiveness of-
fered by God; a way of conversion that “marks out
the most profound element of the pilgrimage of ev-
ery man and woman on earth in statu viatoris”.'*®

37. The goal of pilgrimages must be the tent of
the Eucharistic meeting with Christ. If the Bible is
the book of pilgrims par excellence, the Eucharist is
the bread that sustains them on their way, as it was
for Elijah on his ascent to Horeb.'®* Reconciliation
with God and with our brothers and sisters termi-
nates in the Eucharistic celebration. It accompanies
the various steps of pilgrimages, which must reflect
the exodic paschal episode, but above all the pil-
grimage of Christ who celebrated his Pasch in
Jerusalem, at the end of his long journey towards
the cross and glory. Therefore, according to general
liturgical indications and that of the individual Epis-
copal Conferences, “at shrines the means of salva-
tion are to be more abundantly made available to
the faithful: by sedulous proclamation of the Word
of God, by suitable encouragement of litwrgical life,
especially by the celebration of the Eucharist and
penance, and by the fostering of approved. forms of
popular devotion”.'

Particular pastoral attention is to be reserved to
those pilgrims who, because of their ordinary condi-
tions of life, go to shrines to celebrate special occa-
sions. by listening to the Word ¢f God and celebrat-
ing the Eucharist. In the joy of that event, may they
discover the call to act in their daily life as messen-

gers and builders of the kingdom of God, of his jus-

tice and peace. :
38. It is therefore easy to understand that pilgrim-
ages may also be the tent of meeting with charity. A
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charity that is first of all that of God who loved us
first by sending his Son into the world. This love is
not manifested only in Christ’s gift as a victim of ex-
pialion for our sins'® but also in the miraculous
signs that heal and console, as Christ himsclf did
during his earthly pilgrimage, and which are still re-
peated in the history of shrines.

“Since God has loved us so much, we too should
love one another”.' Charity should also be lived
during the journey of the pilgrim, by helping the
most needy, by sharing food, time and hopes, aware
that it is in this way that new travel companions will
be-made. A praiseworthy expression of such a caar-
ity is the tradition practised in many places, whereby
the offering, presented by the faithful as an expres-
sion of their devotion, is considered as goods that
can be distributed among the poorest. Pastoral ac-
tion should animate such gestures with the help of a
catechesis that is always respectful of the feelings of
the pilgrims and with initiatives that express the in-
tentions of the offering. In this sense, it is best to
underline the work that is heing done in some
shrines in favour of charitable institutions or projects
for the assistance of communities in developing
countries.

Speciad charity 1s 10 be reserved to the sick who
are on pilgrimage, remembering the words of the
Lord: “In so far as you did this to one of the least of
these brothers of mine, you did it to me”.' Assis-
tance to sick pilgrims’is the most significant expres-
sion of the love that must nourish the heart of the
Christian traveling towards the shrine. Sick pilgrims,
above all, must be received with the warmest hospi-
tality. It will therefore be necessary that the struc-
tures of welcome, the services offered, communica-
tions and transport should be prepared, equipped
and managed with dignity, care and love.

On their part, the sick should let the love of Christ
shine in them, such that they live their illness as an
itinerary of grace and of gift of sell. Their pilgrimage
to places in which the grace of God is manifested

" through particular “signs” will help them become

evangelizers among their companions in suffering.
Thus, from being “objects of compassion”, they be-
come subjects of commitment and of action, true
“pilgrims of the Lord" along all the roads of the
world.

39. Pilgrimages, however, also lead to the tent of
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meeting with humankind. All the religions of the
world, as previoucly mentioned, have their own holy
itineraries and their z:oly cities. In every place of the
earth, God himself becomes a meeting with the pil-
grim and proclaims a universal convocation to par-
ticipate fully in the joy of Abraham.' In particular,
the three great monotheistic religions are called to
find again “the tent of meeting” in the faith so that
they may witness and build messianic justice and
peace before all peoples, to redeem history.

Worthy of special attention on the part of pastoral
care is the fact that numerous Christian shrines are’
goals of pilgrimages of believers of other religions,
due to secular tradition and to recent immigration as
well. This solicits the pastoral action of the Church
to respond with initiatives of hospitality, dialogue,
assistance and genuine fraternity.”” The hospitality
reserved to pilgrims will surely help them discover
the profound meaning of pilgrimages. For them, the
shrine must be a place of that respect that we must
manifest first of all through the purity of our faith in
Christ, the one Saviour of the human being.'¢ ‘

It should also be observed that, aside from hold-
ing big ecumenical gatherings and interreligious
‘meetings, the Christian must be near to al! those
who seek God with a sincere heart by walking
through the ways of the spirit, even by “feeling their
way towards him” even if God “is not far from any
of us”.'® Their very pilgrimage, often done in foreign
lands, leads to the knowledge of different practices,
customs and cultures. It must therefore be trans-
formed into an occasion of communion in solidarity
with the values of other peoples, brothers and sisters
in the humanity that everyone shares and in the
common origin of the one Creator of all.

Pilgrimages are also moments of living together
with people of different ages and formation. It is
necessary to travel together to be able to proceed to-
gether in social and ecclesial life. The young go for-
ward with their marches and the World Youth Days;
the elderly and the sick, at times together with the
young, towards more traditional shrines. In their
multiple diversity, pilgrims fulfil together what the
psalmist wished: “All kings on earth and nations,
princes, all rulers in the world, young men and girls,
old people and children too! Let them all praise the
name of Yahyeh, for his name and no other is sub-
lime, transcending earth and heaven in majesty”.'”
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40. Pilgrimages also have as their goal the rent of
personal meeting with God and with oneself. Lost in
the multiplicity of daily anxieties and realitics, peo-
ple need to discover themselves through reflection,
meditation, prayer, an examination of conscience, si-

lence. In the holy tent of the shrine, they must ask

themselves how much “will remain of the night” of
his soul, as Isaiah expresses in his song of the
walchman: “Morning is coming, then night again. If
you want to, why not ask, turn round, come
back?”.” The great questions on the meaning of ex-

- istence, on life, on death, on-the ultimate destiny of

the human person must resound in the heart of the
piigrim such that the journey wouid not only be a-
movement of the body but alco an itinerary of the
soul. In interior silence, God will reveal himself ex-
actly as a “sound of a gentle breeze™” that trans-
forms the heart and existence. Only in this way will
pilgrims not fall back into distraction and superficial-
ity on their return home, but will preserve a spark
of that light which they received in their soul and
will feel the need to repeat this experience of per-
sonal fullness in the future, “inspired ... with
courage to make the ascents”.'”

The pilgrim thus waveis through the itnerary ac-
companied by the liturgical prayer of the Church
and the simplest devotional exercises, by personal
prayer and moments of silence, by the contempla-
tion that pours forth from the heart of the poorest,
who lift their “eyes (...) on their master's hand”."™

41. While persons are on pilgrimage, they also
have the chance to enter the tent of cosmic meeting
with God. Shrines are often located in places with
an extraordinary panorama; they manifest greatly
fascinating artistic forms; they concentrate in them-
selves ancient historical memories; they are expres-
sions of popular and refined culture. It is therefore
necessary for pilgrimages not to exclude this dimen-
sion of the spirit. Above all, it is to be understood
that a greater inclination to appreciate nature reveals
a precious spiritual dimension of the modern person.
This contemplation could become the theme of mo-
ments of reflection and prayer, so that the pilgrim
may praise the Lord for the heavens that declare his

glory,”™ and méy feel called to be a minister of the
world in holiness and justice.' :
It should also be noted that, in certain ways, ev-
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ery pilgrimage reveals an aspect of religious tourism
that must be planned not only for a cultural enrich-
ment of the person, but also towards a fullness’ of
the spirit. Contemplation of beauty is a source of
spirituality. Therefore, “in shrines or in places adja-
cent to them, votive offerings of popular art and de-
votion are to be displayed and carefully safeguard-
ed”." Pilgrims must be shown these treasurcs,
through guides or other materials, so that through
artistic beauty and the spontaneity of age-old wit-
nesses of faith, they may sing to God their joy and
hope through art,” they may find screnity again in
the contemplation of marvelous things and “through
the grandeur and beauty of the creatures (...), by
analogy, contemplate their author”.'”

Pastoral action must equally take into account all
those who walk through the ways of pilgrimages for
other reasons, like culture or free time. The way the
different places and monuments are presented show
their explicit relation with the itinerary of the pil-
grim, with the spiritual goal to which they lead and
with the experience of faith that originated from
them and they still animate. This information is to
be offered to the organizers of these trips, such that
they may be accomplished in utmost respect and
may truly contribute to the cultural enrichment and
spiritual progress of travelers.

42. knally, pigrimages are very otien the way to

enter the tent of meeting with Mary, the Mother of

the Lord. Mary, in whom the pilgrimage of the
Word towards humankind converges with hu-
mankind's pilgrimage of faith,"™ is “the one who ad-
vanced on the pilgrimage of faith”,"™ thus becoming
the “star of evangelization”® for the journey of the
whole Church. The great Marian shrines (like Lour-
des, Fatima or Loreto; Czestochowa, Altotting or
Mariazell, Guadalupe, Aparecida or Lujan), and the
small shrines, which popular devotion constructed in
countless numb.rs in thousands and thousands of lo-
calities, can be privileged places for a meeting with
her Son whom she gives us. Her wemb was the first
shrine, the tent of meeting between divinity and hu-
manity on which the Holy Spirit ‘descended and
which “the power of the Most High [covered] with
its shadow”.'®

Christians travel with Mary along the roads of
love and join Elizabeth, who typifies the sisters and
the brothers in the world with-whom a bond of faith
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and praise is to be established."™ The Magnificat
then becomes the song par excellence, not only of
the peregrinatio Mariae but also of our pilgrimage
in hope.®™ Christians travel with Mary along the
roads of the world to ascend right up to Calvary and
be beside her like the beloved disciple, so that Christ
may hand her over to them as their Mother." Chris-
tians travel with Mary along the roads of faith so as
to reach the Cenacle in the end and there, together
with her, receive the gift of the Holy Spirit from her
risen Son.'*

Liturgy and Christian piety offer to pilgrims nu-

merous examples of the way by which they can turn

to Mary as a pilgrimage companion. They are to re-
fer to these examples, first of all considering that the
acts of piety regarding the Virgin Mary must clearly
express the Trinitarian and Christological dimension,
intrinsically and essentially."™ By cultivating a gen-
uine Marian devotion,'® pilgrims enrich their pro-
found devotion to the Mother of God with new
forms and manifestations of their innermost senti-
ments.

43. Pilgrimages symbolize the experience of the
homo viator who sets out, as soon as he leaves the
maternal womb, on his journey through the time
and space of his existence. This is the fundamental
experience of Israel, which is marching towards the
promised land of salvation and of full freedom; the
experience of Christ who rose to heaven from the
land of Jerusalem, thus opening the way towards the
Father; the experience of the Church which moves
on through history towards the heavenly Jerusalem;
the experience of the whole of humankind which
tends towards hope and fullness. Every pilgrim
should confess: “By the grace of God, I am a human
person and a Christian; by my actions, a great sin-
ner; by my conditinn as a pilgrim without a roof,-of
the lowliest species that goes wandering from place
to place. My possessions are a sack on my shoulders
with a bit of dry bread and a Holy Bible that I carry
under my shirt. No other thing do I have”.™®

The Word of God and the Eucharist accompany
us in this pilgrimage towards the heavenly
Jerusalem, of which shrines are a visible and living
sign. When we will reach it, the gates of the king-
dom will open, we will abandon the traveling attire
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and the stalfl of the pilgrim and we shall enter our
house definitively “to stay with the Lord for ever”.™
There he will be in our midst as “the one who
serves™ and he will share our meal, side by side
with us.™

The Holv Father Jolhm Paul II, on 11 April 1998,
approved the publication of the present document.
Vatican City, 25 April 1998.
' Cardinal Giovanni Cheli
President

% Archbishop Francesco Gioia
Secretary
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Kalendarju tal-Gublew
‘tas-Sena 2000

mahrug mill-Kumitat Generali

DICEMBRU 1999

II-Gimgha 24 F’San Pietru: Ftuh tal-Porta Santa u Quddiesa ta’ nofs il-
lejl tal-Milied.

Is-Sibt 25 F'San Giovanni in Laterano u f'Santa Maria Maggiore:
Ftuh tal-Porta Santa. :
F'San Pietru: Quddiesa ta’ Jum il-Milied u barka Urbi et Orbi.
Fl-Art Imqgaddsa: Ftuh tal-Gublew.

Fil-knejjes lokali kollha: Ftuh tal-Gublew.

II-Gimgha 31 F’San Pietrw: Velja ta’ talb ghad-dhul tas-sena 2000.

JANNAR 2000
Is-Sibt 1 Solennit tal-Meternita ta’ Marija u Jum il-Padi.
Quddiesa f'San Pietru.

Il-Hadd 2 It-2 Hadd wara 1-Milied.
Quddiesa f'San Pietru.
Gublew tat-tfal.

Il-Hamis 6 F'San Pietru: Quddiesa ta” I-Epifanija.
Ordinazzjoni ta’ l-isqfijiet.

L4

I.Hadd 9 Festa tal-Maghmudija tal-Mulej: Quddiesa Solenni.
Celebrazzjoni tal-Maghmudija tat-trabi.

It-Tlieta 18 Bidu ta’ 1-Ottavarju ghall-Ghaqda ta’ I-Insara.
F'San Paolo fuor le mura: Ftuh tal-Porta Santa
Celebrazzjoni Ekumenika.
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It-Tlieta 25 Festa tal-konverzjoni ta’ San Pawl.

F’San Paolo fuor le mura: Celebrazzjoni ekumenika ﬂ-gheluq ta’ I-
Ottavarju ghall-Ghaqda ta’ 1-Insara.

Jl-Gimgha 28 Tifkira ta’ San Efrem.

Fil-Bazilika ta’ Santa Cecilia in Trastevere: Celebrazzjoni tal-
Liturgija tas-Sirja tal-Lvant (rit tal-Kaldej u tal-Malankara).

FRAR 2000

L-Erbgha 2 F’San Pietru: Celebrazzjoni Solenni tal-Liturgija tad-Dawl u
tal-Prezentazzjoni tal-Mulej.

Gublew tal-Hajja Konsagrata.

L-Etbgha 9 Tifkira ta’” San Marone.

F’Santa Maria Maggiore: Celebrazzjoni tal-Liturgija bir-rit tas-Sirja tal-
~ Punent (Maroniti).

II-Gimgha 11 Tifkira tal-Madonna ta’ Lourdes. *-
F’'San Pietru: Quddiesa: Celebrazzjoni tas-Sagrament tal-Morda.
Gublew tal-morda u ta’ l-operaturi sanitari.

II-Gimgha 18 Tifkira ta’ San Gwann minn Fiesole (il-"Beato Angelico”).
Fil-Bazilika ta’ Santa Maria sopra Minerva: Gublew ta’ l-artisti.

II-Hadd 20 Gublew tad-djakni permanenti.

It-Tlieta 22 Festa tal-Kattedra ta’ San Pietru.
F'San Pietru: Quddiesa u Gublew tal-Kurja Rumana.

Mill-Gimgha 25 Laqggha ta’ studju dwar is-shuhija tal-Kon¢ilju
sal-Gimgha 27 Vatikan II

MARZU 2000
II-Hadd 5 Id-disa’ Hadd tas-sena.
F'San Pietru: Quddiesa -
Beatifikazzjoni u Kanonizzazzjoni.
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L-Erbgha 8 L-Erbgha ta’ 1-Irmied.
Purcissjoni penitenzjali mill-Knisja ta” Santa Sabina sa¢-Circo Massimo.
Quddiesa u imposizzjoni ta" l-irmied.
Talba ghall-mahfra.

I1-Hamis 9 F'San Paolo fouri le mura: Adorazzjoni Ewkaristika.

II-Gimgha 10 F'San Giovanni in Laterano: Via Crucis u éelebrazzjoni
penitenzjali.

Is-Sibt 11 F'Santa Maria Maggidre: Ruzarju.

I1-Hadd 12 L-Ewwel Hadd tar-Randan.
F'San Giovanni in Laterano: Ir-rit ta” I-ghazla u ta’ l-ghoti ta” l-isem
nisrani lill-katekumeni godda.

II-Hamis 16 -F'San Paolo fuor le mura: Adorazzjoni Ewkaristika.

II-Gimgha 17 F'San Giovanni in Laterano: Via Crucis u ¢elebrazzjoni
penitenzjali.
Is-Sibt 18  F'Santa Maria Maggioreﬁ Ruzarju.

Il-Hadd 19 It-2 Hadd tar-Randan.
F’San Giovanni in Laterano: L-ewwel skrutinju tal-katekumeni.

It-Tnejn 20 Solennita’ ta’ San Guzepp.
Gublew ta’ l-artigjani u haddiema iself-employedsi.

II-Hamis 23 F'San Paolo fuor le mura: Adorazzjoni ewkaristika.

II-Gimgha 24 F'Saa Giovanni in Laterano: Via Crucis u éelebrazzjoni
penitenzjali.

Is-Sibt 25  Nazaret fil-Bazilika tal-Lunzjata: Celebrazzjoni liturgika
solenni f'ghaqda mal-Bazilika ta’ Santa Maria Maggiore u mas-santwarji
ewlenin tal-Madonna fid-dinja biex tintwera d-dinjita” tal-mara fid-dawl
tal-missjoni ta’ Marija (Mulieris dignitatem).

Il-Hadd 26 It-3 Hadd tar-Randan.
F’San Giovanni in Laterano: It-tieni skrutinju tal-katekumeni.
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Il-Hamis 30 F'San Paolo fuor le mura: Adorazzjoni ewkaristika.
II-Gimgha 31 F'San Giovanni in Laterano: Via Crucis u ¢elebrazzjoni
penitenzjali.

APRIL 2000 .

Is-Sibt 1 F’Santa Maria Maggiore: Ruzarju.

IlI-Hadd 2 Ir-4 Hadd tar-Randan.
F’San Giovanni in Laterano: It-tielet skrutinju tal-katekumeni.

Il-Hamis 6 F’San Paolo fuor le mura: Adorazzjoni ewkaristika.

II-Gimgha 7 F'San Giovanni in Laterano: Via Crucis u ¢elebrazzjoni
penitenzjali. :

Is-Sibt 8 F’Santa Maria Maggiore: Ruzarju.

I1-Hadd 9 Il-5 Hadd tar-Randan.

~ F'San Giovanni in Laterano: Ir-rit ta’ I-ghoti tas-simbolu u tat-Talba tal-
Mulej lill-katekumeni.

It-Tnejn 10 Gublew ta’ l-emigranti u tar-rifugjati.
Il-Hamis 13 F’San Paolo fuor le mura: Adorazzjoni ewkaristika.

II-Gimgha 14 F'San Giovanni in Laterano: Via Crucis u ¢elebrazzjoni
penitenzjali. .

- Is-Sibt 15 F’'Santa Maria Maggiore: Ruzarju.

IL-GIMGHA MQADDSA

1l-Hadd 16 Hadd il-Palm u 1-Passjoni tal-Mule;j. ,
Fi Pjazza San Pietru: Celebrazzjoni tad-dahla tal-Mulej f Gerusalemm.

Ii-Tlieta 18 Fil-Baziliki ewlenin: Celebrazzjoni komunitarja tal-penitenza
. b’assoluzzjoni individwali.

II-Hamis 20 Hamis ix-Xirka.
F'San Pietru: Messa Chrismalis.
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F'San Giovanni in Laterano: Messa in Cena Domini.

1-Gimgha 21 [I-Gimgha 1-Kbira.
F'San Pietru: Celebrazzjoni tal-Passjoni tal-Mulej.
Fil-Kolossew: Via Crucis Solenni.

II-Hadd 23- L-Ghid il-Kbir.
F'San Pietru: Celebrazzjoni tal-Vgili ta’ 1-Ghid bil-lejl: Luéernarju,

Liturgija tal-Kelma, Dhul ta’ ghadd ta’ adulti fil-hajja nisranija,

Celebrazzjoni ewkaristika.
F’San Pietru: Quddiesa tal-Jum. Barka solenni Urbi et Orbi.

I1-Hadd 30 It-2 Hadd ta’ I-Ghid.

Bazilika ta’” San Pankrazju: Quddiesa ghall-imghammdin adulti
godda. )

ME]JJU 2000
It-Tnejn 1  San Guzepp Haddiem: Quddiesa.
Gublew tal-haddiema. ‘

Is-Sibt 6 Bazilika ta’ Santa Maria Maggiore: Ruzarju.

1-Hadd 7 1t-3 Hadd ta’ 1-Ghid.

Fil-Kolossew: celebrazzjoni ekumenika tal-imartri goddai.
Is-Sibt 13 Bazilika ta’ Santa Maria Maggiore: Ruzarju.

Il-Hadd 14 Ir-4 Hadd ta’ 1-Ghid.
F'San Pietru: Ordinazzjoni presbiterali.
Jum ta’ talb ghall-vokazzjonijiet.

Il-Hamis 18 Gheluq snin il-Papa.
F'San Pietru: Quddiesa.
Gublew tal-Kleru.

Is-Sibt 20 Bazilika ta’ Santa Maria Maggiore: Ruzarju.

Il-Hamis 25 Gublew tax-xjenzati.
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Il-Gimgha 26 Bazilika ta’ Santa Maria degli Angeli: Liturgija bir-rit
alessandrin-etjopiku. ,
(Festa ta’ Santa Marija Patt il-hniena).

Is-Sibt 27 Bazilika ta’ Santa Maria Maggiore: Ruzarju.

II-Hadd 28~ Is-6 Hadd ta’ 1-Ghid.
Quddiesa.
Gublew tad-djocesi ta’ Ruma.

L-Erbgha 31 F’San Pietru: Ghasar solenni lejlet il-festa ta” Tlugh il-Mulej
fis-sema.

GUNJU 2000
Il-Hamis T F'San Pietru: Quddiesa ta’ Tlugh il-Mulej fis-sema.

Il-Hadd 4 Is-7 Hadd ta’ 1-Ghid.
Quddiesa.
Jum il-Komunikazzjoni So¢jali.
Gublew tal-gurnalisti.

Is-Sibt 10 Fi Pjazza San Pietru: Vgili solenni ta” Ghid il-Hamsin.

Il-Hadd 11 Ghid il-Hamsin.
F’San Pietru: Jum ta’ talb ghall-hidma flimkien tar-religjonijiet kollha.

11-Hadd 18 It-Trinita Qaddisa.
F’San Giovanni in Laterano: Ftuh tal-Kungress Ewkaristiku
Internazzjonali. '

II-Hamis 29 Solennita’ ta" -Appostli San Pietru u San Pawl.
F’San Pietru: Quddiesa u l-ghoti tal-pallji lill-isqfijiet metropoliti.

LULJU 2000
II-Hadd 2 1t-13-il Hadd tas-Sena.
Quddiesa stazzjonali tal-Gublew.

- Il-Hadd 9 L-14-il Hadd tas-Sena.
Celebrazzjoni tal-Gublew fil-habsijiet.
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Il-Hadd 16 1I-15-il Hadd tas-Sena.
Quddiesa stazzjonali tal-Gublew.

H-Hadd 23 Is-16-il Hadd tas-Sena.
Quddiesa stazzjonali tal-Gublew.

IlI-Hadd 30 Is-17-il Hadd tas-Sena.
Quddiesa stazzjonali tal-Gublew.

AWISSU 2000
Is-Sibt 5 Vigili tat-Trasfigurazzjoni tal-Mulej.
F'Santa Maria Maggiore: Velja ta’ talb.

Il-Hadd 6 Festa tat-Trasfigurazzjoni tal-Mulej.
F'San Paolo fuor le mura: Ghasar solenni.

It-Tnejn 14 Vgili ta’ Santa Marija.
Bazilika ta’ Santa Maria Maggiore: Rit ta” l-incens tal-liturgija copta.

It-Tlieta 15 Santa Marija.
Ftuh tal-15-il Gimgha Dinjija taz- | ghazagh.

Is-Sibt 19 u L-20 Hadd tas-Sena.

1-Hadd 20 Velja ta’ Talb u Quddiesa.
Ghelugq tal-15-i1 Gimgha Dinjija taz- | ghazagh.
Gublew taz- | ghazagh.

IlI-Hadd 27 I1-21 Hadd tas-Sena.
Quddiesa stazzjonali tal-Gublew.

SETTEMBRU 2000
II-Hadd 3 It-22 Hadd tas-Sena.
F'San Pietru: Beatifikazzjoni u Kanonizzazzjoni.

II-Gimgha 8 It-Twelid tal-Vergni Marija.
Celebrazzjoni Solenni biex tfakkar it-twelid tal-Vergni Marija f’relazz]om
mat-twelid ta’ Gesu'.
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IlI-Hadd 10 1t-23 Hadd tas-Sena.
"F’San Pietru: Quddiesa.
Gublew ta’ l-ghalliema fl-Universitajiet.

I1-Hamis 14 Festa tas-Salib Imqaddes.

Mill-Bazilika ta” Santa Croce in Gerusalemme ghall-Bazilika ta’ San
Giovanni in Laterano: Purcissjoni stazzjonali.

F’San Giovanni in Laterano: Ghasar bir-rit Armen u r-rit ta’ l-Antasdan.
II-Gimgha 15 Ftuh tal-Kungress Marjan-Marjologiku Internazzjonali.

Il-Hadd 17 L-24 Hadd tas-Sena.
Gublew ta’ l-anzjani.

Il-Hadd 24 11-25 Hadd tas-Sena.
Quddiesa.
Gheluq tal-Kungress Marjan-Marjologiku Internazzjonali.

OTTUBRU 2000
II-Hadd 1 Is-26 Hadd tas-Sena.
Festa tal-Pokrov (il-harsien ta’ Omm Alla).
Fil-Bazilika ta” Santa Maria sopra Minerva: Liturgija bir-rit bizantin.

It-Tlieta 3 Jum ghad-djalogu Lhudi-Nisrani.

Is-Sibt 7 II-Madonna tar-Ruzarju.
Ruzarju u purcissjoni Aux Flambeaux.

I1-Hadd 8 Is-27 Hadd tas-Sena.
- F'San Pietru: Quddiesa.
Gublew ta’ l-isqfijiet fl-okkazjoni ta’ 1-X Assemblea Generali Ordinarja
tas-Sinodu ta’ l-isqfijiet.
Att li bih jigi fdat il-Millennju 1-gdid lill-harsien tal-Vergni Marija.

Is-Sibt 14 u Laqgha tal-Papa mal-familji tad-dinja kollha.
I1-Hadd 15 1t-28 Hadd tas-Sena. .
Fi Pjazza San Pietru: Celebrazzjoni tas-Sagrament taz- | wieg.

Gublew tal-familji.
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1I-Gimgha 20 Ftuh tal-Kungress Missjunarju-Missjologiku Internazzjonali. |
Is-Sibt 21 Bazilika ta” Santa Maria Maggiore: Ruzarju.

II-Hadd 22 1d-29 Hadd tas-Sena.
F'San Pietru: Quddiesa.
Gurnata Missjunarja. ,
Gheluq tal-Kungress Missjunarju-Missjologiku Internazzjonali.

Is-Sibt 28 Bazilika ta’ Santa Maria Maggiore: Ruzarju.

Il-Hadd 29 1t-30 Hadd tas-Sena.
Fl-iStadju Olimpiku: Quddiesa.
Gublew ta’ l-isportivi.

It-Tlieta 31 Vgili tal-Qaddisin kollha.
F’'San Pietru: Ghasar tas-solennita’.

NOVEMBRU 2000

L-Erbgha 1 Il-Qaddisin koliha.
F’San Pietru: Beatifikazzjoni u Kanonizzazzjoni.

Il-Hamis 2 L-Ghid ta’ l-Imwiet.
Is-Sibt 4 Celebrazzjoni bir-rit ambrosjan.

II-Hadd 5 11-31 Hadd tas-Sena.
Quddiesa.
Gublew tar-Responsabbli mill-hajja pubblika.

I1-Hadd 12 1t-32 Hadd tas-Sena.
Quddiesa. )
Jum ta’ radd il-hajr ghall-gid tal-holgien.
Gublew tal-bdiewa.

I1-Hadd 19 It-33 Hadd tas-Sena.
F’San Pietru: Quddiesa. ,
Gublew tal-militari u tal-pulizija. ’
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It-Tlieta 21 Festa tal-Prezentazzjoni tal-Vergni Marija.
Fil-Bazilika ta’ Santa Maria in Trastevere: Liturgija bir-rit tas-Sirja tal-
Punent (Siro-Malankara)..

1l-Gimgha 24 Ftuh tal-Kungress Dinji ta” 1-Appostolat tal-Lajci.

II-Hadd 26 Kristu Re.
F'San Pietru: Quddiesa.
Ghelugq tal-Kungress Dinji ta’ I-Appostolat tal-Lajci.

DICEMBRU 2000
Is-Sibt 2 Vgili ta” 1-1 Hadd ta’ 1-Avvent.
F'San Pietru: L-I Ghasar tal-Hadd.

II-Hadd 3 L-1 Hadd ta’ l-Avvent.
F'San Paolo fuor le mura: Quddiesa.

I-Gimgha 8 Solennita’ tal-Kunéizzjoni.
F’Santa Maria Maggiore: Innu Akathistos.

II-Hadd 10 It-2 Hadd ta’ 1-Avvent.
F'San Giovanni in Laterano: Quddiesa.

Is-Sibt 16 F’Santa Maria Maggiore: Celebrazzjoni bir-rit mozarabiku.

II-Hadd 17 1t-3 Hadd ta’ 1-Avvent.
F'San Paolo fuor le mura: Quddiesa.
Gublew tad-dinja ta’ l-ispettaklu.

II-Hadd 24 F'San Pietru: Quddiesa ta’ nofs il-lejl tal-Milied.

It-Tnejn 25 Il-Milied.
F’San Pietru: Quddiesa tal-Jum.
Barka Solenni Urbi et Orbi.

II-Hadd 31 F'San Pietru: Velja ta’ talb ghad-dhul fil-Millennju I-gdid.

JANNAR 2001
It-Tnejn 1 Solennita’ tal-Maternita’ ta’ Marija.
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F’San Pietru: Quddiesa.
Jum il-Padi.

Il-Hamis 5 Vgili ta’ I-Epifanija. ‘
Fil-Baziliki ta” San Giovanni in Laterano, Santa Maria Maggioie u San
Paolo fuor le mura: Quddiesa u gheluq tal-Porta Santa.
FI-Art Imgaddsa u fil-knejjes lokali: Gheluq tal-Gublew.

1I-Gimgha 6 L-Epifanija tal-Mulej.
F’San Pietru: Gheluq tal-Porta Santa.

Noti: Aktar tard minn Ruma iridu jaslu direttivi dwar I¢-celebrazzjonijiet
fil-knejjes lokali:

ta’ I-Avvent u tal-Velja ta’ Talb fl-ahhar tas-sena.

ta’ I-Ottavarju ghall-Ghaqda ta’ l-Insara.

tar-Randan u ta” 1-Ghid, b’'mod specjali ghal Ghid il-Hamsin.

tal-Velja ta’ Talb qabel il-festa tat-Trasfigurazzjoni.

tal-Velja ta” I-ahhar tas-sena 2000

ta’ 1-gheluq tal-Gublew.
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Nunzju Apostoliku gdid ghal Malta

Il-Papa Gwanni Pawlu II innomina lil Mons. Luigi Gatti bhala Nunzju
Apostoliku ghal Malta.

Mons. Gatti twieled f'Castiglione Tinella, provindja ta’ Cuneo, fl-Italja,
fil-25 ta" Novembru 1945. Huwa gie ordnat sacerdot fid-29 ta” Gunju 1970
u wara kiseb Dottorat fil-Ligi Kanonika.

Mons. Gatti beda s-servizz tieghu fil-Korp Diplomatiku tas-Santa Sede
f1-1976. L-ewwel kariga li kellu kienet fin-Nunzjatura Apostolika fil-
Paragwaj. Wara ssejjah ghal servizz fis-Segretarjat ta” l-Istat tal-Vatikan,
fit-tagsima dedikata ghar-relazzjonijiet ma’ I-Istati.

Mons. Gatti, li huwa fluwenti fil-Franciz, l-Ispanjol, I-Ingliz u t-Taljan,
se jkun is-successur ta” Mons. Arcisqof Jose” Sebastian Laboa, li fJannar
li ghadda ghalaq 75 sena, eta’ li fiha n-Nunzji Apostolidi jirtiraw mill-
kariga. Mons. Laboa sar Nunzju ghal Malta fMarzu 1995.
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Messagg ta' Mons. Aréisqof Guzeppi Mercieca fJum iz-Zghazagh
(26 ta' April, 1998)

L-ghazla tat-tajjeb

Gheziez zghazagh,

Din hija t-18-il darba li I-Knisja qed ti¢celebra Jum iz-Zghazagh.

I¢-celebrazzjoni ta” dan il-Jum hija hafna ghal qalb il-Knisja. Imwiezna
mill-qawwa ta’ l-Ispirtu s-Santu, f'dan il-jum il-Knisja tara okkazjoni biex
twassal lil kulhadd messagg ta’ tama u ta’ fiducja f'gejjieni ahjar. Hija
twasslilna dan il-messagg billi tistqarr, pubblikament, il-fidu¢ja taghha
fikom iz-zghazagh u l-apprezzament taghha ghall-prezenza u l-hidma
taghkom fis-socjeta’ taghna.

L-Ispirtu ta’ I-Imhabba

Fikom iz-zghazagh jiena nara hafna sinjali li I-Ispirtu ta’ Gesi jinsab
haj. Nifrah meta nisma’ u nara dak kollu li dan 1-Ispirtu, li huwa l-Ispirtu
ta’ I-Imhabba, qed iwettaq fikom u permezz taghkom. Pajjizna huwa
tassew ixxurtjat li ghandu tant Zghazagh mimlijin herqa biex ja¢cettaw lil

. Gesi f'hajjithom. Gestijahdem permezz taghkom biex tikber is-saltna tal-
ferh.

F'mohhi m’ghandix biss dawk iz-zghazagh, 1i huma hafna, 1i jinsabu
parroééi. Irrid nizzihajr lil Alla wkoll ghal tant zghazagh ohrajn li wkoll
ged jahdmu u jistinkaw biex ixerrdu valuri tajbin madwarhom. Fosthom
insibu zghazagh li ghadhom jistudjaw, Zghazagh impenjati fil-qasam tal-
volontarjat, zghazagh li ged jaghtu kontribut fil-qasam tal-mezzi tal-
komunikazzjoni so¢jali, zghazagh ghalliema fl-iskejjel, zghazagh nurses,
tobba u ohrajn li jahdmu fi sptarijiet u djar ghall-kura, Zghazagh f'fabbriki
u f'uffiédji, u zghazagh involuti fl-ogsma tar-rikreazzjoni, l-isports u I-
kultura.

Is-sahha tat-tajjeb .

Wagqt li nizzihajr lil Alla ghal dan kollu nixtieq nagsam maghkom hsieb
partikolari.

Bhalma tafu, mat-tajjeb li ghandna fis-so¢jeta’ taghna, li hu hafna,
hemm ukoll thajja’ 1i xi drabi tant jidhru kbar u koroh li jkun hemm min
jibda jara kollox iswed fostna.
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Nixtieq nassigurakom li minkejja kull shab iswed li jista’ jfegg fuq
rasna, it-tajjeb dejjem jibgqaghlu s-sahha li jirbah.

Alla, sid l-istorja, hu dejjem mal-bniedem. Alla qatt ma jabbanduna lill-

‘bniedem fit-tagbida tieghu kontra I-hazin. Ghall-kuntrarju, Alla joffri lill-

bniedem l-ghajnuna tieghu u pshednu jagsam mieghu r-rebha li I-Mulej
Gestt kiseb fuq il-hazin.

Dak li intom iz-zghazagh thossu li hu tajjeb u sabih jigbidkom hafna.
" Hu bhal kalamita ghalikom.

II-Knisja taf li din il-herqa taghkom ghat-tajjeb tnissel fikom il-kuragg
li biex tiksbu dak li tkunu tixtiequ ma tibzghux mis-sagrifi¢éju. Taf ukoll
li dak li intom iz-zghazagh thossu li hu tajjeb tkunu lesti ki tiddefenduh
u tagsmuh ma’ l-ohrajn.

It-tfittxija ghat-tajjeb

It-tfittxija ghat-tajjeb hafna drabi twassal lill-bniedem f’salib it-toroq u
tqieghed quddiemu sfida kbira.

Din I-sfida - li intom iz-zghazagh aktarx li thabbtu wi¢¢kom maghha
iktar minn kulhadd - hija 1i f'kull ghazla li naghmlu ahna rridu nzommu
dejjem ir-rabta taghna ma’ Alla.

Wahda mill-isbah affarijiet li ghandna fis-so¢jeta’ tal-lum hija I-fatt ki
f'kollox insibu ghazla akbar u aktar varjata: nghidu ahna fil-karrieri, f'dak
li tista’” tixtri ghall-hajja, fid-divertiment, kif ukoll fit-tahlit ma’ kulturi
differenti permezz ta” safar u kuntatti ma” barranin li jigu fostna.

Dan kollu ghandu t-tajjeb tieghu

Fl-istess hin, kull ghazla ggib maghha responsabbilta’, ghax kull ghazla
hija marbuta ma’ valur jew valuri. Ghalhekk, kull zaghzugh u zaghzugha
tridu taghzlu b’ghajnejkom u b’'mohhkom tassew miftuhin. Tridu taraw
x'valuri hemm wara: il-programm televiziv, video jew web site ta” 1-
Internet li tkunu se taraw; il-magazinesli taraw jew taqraw; is-safra li
tkunu se taghmlu; l-istil ta’ hajja i jhajrukom ghalih; id-divertiment li
joffrilkom min forsi iZjed ihobb lil fluskom milli lilkom; l-opinjonijiet u
I-proposti li jaslulkom minn certi elementi tal-Mass Media jew permezz
ta’ xi grupp ta’ pressjoni...

Hemm valuri i huma ispirati minn Kristu u mill-Vangelu, u hemm
ukoll kontro-valuri i huma gejjin mill-egoizmu u l-ispirtu tal-hazen.

Intom x'se taghzlu? Kif se taghzlu?

Kull ghazla ggib maghha effetti tajbin jew konsegwenzi qarsa. Fuq
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naha hemm Kristu li joffri l-hajja u l-ferh veru, imma bil-prezz tas-
sagrific¢ju. Fuq in-naha l-ohra hemm il-mewt u d-dwejjaq, imqarstin fil-
karta tlellex tal-gost, pjacir u facilita’.

Is-sens ta’ Alla

Biex taghmlu ghazla tajba tinhtiegu l-ewwelnett is-sens u d-dawl ta’
Alla.

Alla jhobbkom ilkoll. Qed jistenniekom. )

Ersqu lejh fit-talb. Kunu midhla tal-Kelma tieghu. Fittxu lil Gestt
bhala I-mudell .taghkom. Titqarrqux mill-gibda ghall-gost u l-fa¢ilita.
Thalluhiex taghmikom. Harsu fil-boghod. Tharsux biss lejn il-pjacir tal-
mument.

Ftakru dejjem li biex taghmlu ghazla tajba tridu tkunu ghaqglin hafna
fil-mod kif thaddmu l-hegga u l-kuragg li hemm gewwa fikom.
Madwarkom issibu ambjent, socjeta’, elementi tal-Mass Media u elf lehen
li spiss ihajrukom biex taghzlu t-triq il-hafifa li twassal ghad-dwejjaq u
ghad-deni tad-droga, tax-xorb, ta’ xalar bla responsabbilta’, tas-sess
minghajr imhabba vera, ta’ hajja bla Alla.

Insara awtentici

Tridu tkunu qawwijin bizzejjed biex turu ruhkom differenti u nsara
awtentici fl-ghazliet taghkom.

Hafna mill-ghazliet li ghandkom quddiemkom huma iebsin:

l-ghazla bejn sess imbattal mill-imhabba u sesswalita’” maghguna ma’
relazzjoni responsabbli li twassal ghall-milja tal-ferh;

l-ghaZzla bejn il-ferh ta” zwieg f'rabta ta’ mhabba dejjiema u t-triq tad-
divorzju li jxejjen kull weghda ta’ mhabba, jeqred il-familja u jikkaguna
deni sodjali mifrux; ‘

1-ghazla bejn fidi f Gesit bhala l-uniku Feddej veru taghna u twemmin
fxi ideologija li tjassar il-bniedem u taghlqu fih innifsu;

l-ghazla bejn dec¢izjonijiet hielsa fil-mumenti iebsin tal-hajja u l-jasar ta’
shahar u okkult li huma l-gherq ta’ dwejjaq u hazen.

Il-qawwa ta’ I-Ispirtu
Fil-fond ta’ qalbkom intom tafu li I-veru tajjeb gej biss minn Alla.
Intom tridu tkun qawwija bizzejjed biex dan it-tajjeb taghrfuh, thaddnuh,
tghixuh, tiddefenduh u tikkomunikawh lill-ohrajn.
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Din il-qawwa li tinhtiegu tigi biss mill-Ispirtu s-Santu, I-Ispirtu ta” Alla,
li huwa I-Imhabba.

Tul din is-sena ddedikata lill-Ispirtu s-Santu, halluh jimlielkom qlubkom
u mohhkom bl-gherf u I-qawwa li hu biss jista” jaghti.

- II-fidudja tieghi u tal-Knisja hija fil-qawwa ta’ l-Ispirtu ta’ Alla 1i, jekk
tifthu qlubkom ghalih, zgur se jdawwalkom u jmexxikom fl-ghazliet
iebsin i ghandkom quddiemkom.

Imberkin intom iz-zghazagh jekk taghrfu tisimghu s-sejha ta” Kristu li
qged tfittex li twasslilkom il-Knisja.

Kristu qed isejhilkom ghall-hajja vera. Kristu huwa t-Triq, il-Verita’u
I-Hajja. Min jimxi warajh ma jimxix fid-dlamijiet, izda jkollu l-hajja ta’
dejjem (Gw. 14:6). Hallu l-Ispirtu Haj ta’ Gesit jmexxikom u jimxi maghkom -
f'din it-triq. Bil-qawwa tieghu taslu zgur.

I1-Mulej iberikkom ilkoll.
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Messagg ta’” I-Arcisqof Guzeppi Mercieca fl-okkazjoni
tal-150 Anniversarju tal-Kamra tal-Kummer¢

ll-kontribut tal-Komunita Kummerdjali

[I-komunita kummer¢jali ghandha sehem importanti hafna x'taqdi fit- -
thabrik ta’ nazzjon biex ikattar il-gid tieghu.

Ghaldagstant, meta 150 sena ilu n-nies tal-kummer¢ inghaqdu biex
ifformaw il-Kamra tal-Kummer¢, huma ghamlu pass tajjeb u wrew li
kienu nies li jharsu fil-boghod.

Kien pass li, fost hwejjeg ohrajn, ta lehen maghqud lill-komunita”
kummer¢jali u ghenhom isibu posthom u r-rwol proprju taghhom
f'dik it-tagqsima ta’ l-imsiehba so¢jali 1i huma jaghmlu partl min-
nha.

Inkwadrati f'dan il-kontest, 1c-celebrazz]om tal-150 anniversarju tal-
Kamra tal-Kummer¢ joffru okkazjoni ta’ ferh u, fl-istess hin, opportunita’
ghal riflessjonijiet fuq kif, bl-ghajnuna ta’ Alla u ta’ l-esperjenza, il-
komunita” kummerdjali tista’ tkompli tibni s-sehem taghha fis-socjeta’
fuq sisien tajba.

Radd il-Hajr lill-Mulej

Jiena hadt gost hafna meta tlabtuni biex, fl-okkazjoni tac-celebrazzjoni
tal-150 anniversarju tal-Kamra tal-Kummer¢, noffru din il-Quddiesa ta’
radd il-hajr lill-Mulej ghat-tajjeb kollu li sar min-nies tal-kummer¢ f' dawn
il-gzejjer f'dawn is-snin kollha u biex, fl-istess hin, insellmu mill-qalb lil
dawk i hallewlna wirt ta’ hidma kummer¢jali mibnija fuq l-imhabba ta’
Alla u tas-servizz lill-bniedem.

Hija wkoll haga sabiha u ta’ min ifahharha li f'okkazjoni bhal din,
- intom, in-nies tal-kummer¢, hassejtu I-bZzonn 1i tersqu lejn Alla biex
tirringrazzjawh ghall-ghajnuna kollha tieghu u, fl-istess hin, titolbuh
ikompli jieqaf maghkom u mal-familji taghkom.

Is-sens ta’ Alla f'hajjitna huwa importanti hafna. Ma nistghux nghaddu
minghajru jekk irridu nzommu r-rabta taghna mal-Hallieq u nimxu
skond ir-rieda tieghu. Huwa s-sens ta” Alla li jghinna nirbhu t-tagbida
kontinwa li kull bniedem irid jaghmel kontra l-egoizmu, li ma jehda qatt
ifittex li jerfa’ rasu fina.
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Il-bilan¢ mehtieg

Sfida kontinwa li jrid ihabbat wicéu maghha kull bniedem fil-hidma
tieghu biex jimxi ‘'l quddiem f'dik li hi kwalita’ tal-hajja, hija dik li ma jhalli
qatt lilu nnifsu jintrebah mit-tentazzjoni li biex ikabbar gidu jitlef il-bilan¢
mehtieg fl-imgiba tieghu mal-proxxmu u fil-kontest tal-gid komuni.

Din l-isfida tikkonfronta wkoll, aktarx b’sahha akbar, lin-nies tal-
kummer¢. Ix-xoghol taghkom minnu nnifsu jgieghed quddiemkom, il-
hin kollu, l-isfida Ii ssegwu genwinament ir-regoli tal-kompetizzjoni gusta
u tal-gligh gust.

L-esperjenza turi li l-imgiba tal-membri tal-komunita kummerdjali f' dak
li hu margini ta’ qligh jista’ jkollha influwenza kbira fuq il-hajja tal-poplu.
Huwa ghalhekk li intom, il-membri tal-komunita’ kummer¢jali spiss tkunu
taht il-lenti ta’ l-opinjoni pubblika.

L-opinjoni pubblika tapprezzahom hafna lil dawk il-membri tal-
komunita kummercjali:

- 1i jhabirku biex ikunu gusti fil-mod kif jikkompetu ma’ xulxin;

— 1i -prodotti li joffru ghall-bejgh ikunu tajba u genwini;

— li ma jippretendux qligh esagerat;

~ li joffru lill-konsumatur servizzi xierqa bi hlasijiet gusti fil-htigjet
taghhom ta” wara l-bejgh;

—1i jhallsu t-taxxi kollha dovuti lill-karus tal-komunita skond is-sahha
vera tal-qligh taghhom; u ,

- li jaghtu l-ahjar sehem li jistghu b'rizq inizjattivi ta’ solidarjeta socjali
jew karita mal-proxxmu fil-bZzonn.

Dan hu, essenzjalment, il-mudell li fuqu l-opinjoni pubblika gustament
tistenna li jimxu n-nies tal-kummer¢, jigifieri l-mudell 1i fuqu l-opinjoni
pubblika tizen u tkejjel l-operat taghhom. - :

L-idea li l-opinjoni pubbliku jkollha tal-komunita’” kummercjali
tiddependi hafna minn kemm il-membri ta’ din il-komunita’,
individwalment u flimkien, jaghrfu jgeghdu fil-prattika dan il-mudell ta’
mgieba.

Hu mudelllil-punt ¢entrali tal-kuncett tal-hajja kummerdjali li jipproponi
ma jinghalagx fil-profitt, imma jsieheb dan il-motiv mal-htigiet tas-
solidarjeta’ umana u jispirah minn principji eti¢i sodi u stabbli.

- L-etika fir-reklamar
Hemm ukoll il-kwistjoni ta” l-etika fir-reklamar. F'dinja fejn il-mezzi
tal-komunikazzjoni so¢jali tant saru parti mill-hajja tal-bniedem u tant sar
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ghandhom impatt fuq il-mod ta’ kif il-bniedem jahseb u jagixxi, huwa
minn ewl id-dinja li l-komunita” kummerdjali taghmel uzu mill-Mass
Media fil-promozzjoni tal-prodotti. L-importanti hu li r-reklamar ikun
ihares kif imiss certi principji morali, quddienett dawk tal-verita’, id-
dinjita” tal-persuna umana, u r-responsabbilta’ so¢jali.

Ghall-grazzja ta’ Alla, l-istil u l-kwalita’ tar-reklami prodotti lokalment
b’'mod generali m’ghandhomx it-tbajja’, gieli koroh hafna, li nsibu f'¢erti
pajjizi fejn il-permissivita’, fost problemi ohrajn, ghandha r-rih fil-qala.
Madankollu, naghmlu sew jekk infakkru lilna nfusna 1i kull min
jikkummissjona, ihejji, jew imexxi r-reklamar huwa moralment responsabbli
ghal dak 1i jfittex li jhajjar lin-nies biex jaghmlu.

Dan japplika wkoll ghall-mod kif jithaddmu I-mezzi u t-teknika tar-
reklamar. Jiguni f'mohhi, fost ohrajn, ¢erti kampanji ta’ reklamar 1i jfittxu
li juru certi prodotti jew suriet ta" mgiba f'kontesti u b’mod li jimbuttaw
lin-nies, spec¢jalment liz-zghazagh, biex ihossu li ghandhom bzonn affarijiet
li fil-verita’ mhux veru jkollhom bZzonnhom u li jkunu jridu jbatu hafna
biex jiksbuhom. Jiguni f'mohhi wkoll reklami li, fil-girja ghall-bejgh,
igeghdu fil-gemb id-dinjita’ tal-bniedem, l-iZjed id-dinjita’ tal-mara.

Kuxjenza Nisranija

L-appell li nixtieq naghmel lil kull membru tal-komunita’ kummer¢jali
f'pajjizna f'din l-okkazjoni huwa biex f'’kull ma taghmlu fir-relazzjonijiet
ta’ bejnietkom, fl-imgiba taghkom mal-konsumatur individwali, kif ukoll

“fil-gqadi tar-rwol socjali taghkom, intom thabirku biex tmexxu lilkom
infuskom b’kuxjenza nisranija. - '

Nistedinkom biex meta tharsu lura lejn l-esperjenza tfittxu, quddiemnett,
1i tidentifikaw u tghozzu dak li permezz tieghu l-komunita” kummerdjali tat
kontribut validu biex il-poplu taghna jkompli miexi ‘1 quddiem. Nistedinkom
ukoll biex izzommu dejjem quddiem ghajnejkom li I-qofol ta” kollox gieghed
fkemm ikun b’sahhtu fostkom is-sens ta’ responsabbilta’ etika.

Meta fost in-nies tal-kummer¢ ikun hemm sens ta’ responsabbilta’
etika, dan jghin lil kulhadd jifhem li n-nies tal-kummer¢ ma jinteressahomx
biss il-qligh, imma jghozzu wkoll id-drittijiet tal-konsumaturi u tal-
komunita’.

Ghandi fidudja li 1-fatt innifsu li intom ridtu torbtu ¢-celebrazzjoni tal-
150 Anniversarju tal-Kamra tal-Kummer¢ ma’ din il-laqgha taghna ma’
Dak li ghallimna nhobbu ‘1 Alla qabel kollox u lill-proxxmu taghna
bhalna nfusna, dan kollu intom tifhmubh, tilgghuh u tghixuh b’fedelta’
shiha. ;

Nirringrazzjakhom mill-gdid u nitlob ‘1 Alla jieqaf maghkom.
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Messagg ta’ Mons Arcisqof Guzeppi Mercieca f'Quddiesa
ghall-Haddiema fil-Festa ta’ San Guzepp Haddiem

Flimkien u gusti ghall-gid komuni

Fil-Festa ta’ San Guzepp Haddiem il-Knisja tistieden lil kulhadd,
spec¢jalment lilkom haddiema, ghal riflessjoni fuq kif, bl-ghajnuna tas-sens
ta” Alla f'hajjitna, id f'id nistghu nibdlu dejjem izjed id-dinja tax-xoghol
f'dinja 1i tixraq tassew lill-bniedem u li tghinu jghix id-dinjita’ tieghu.

Din is-sena, il-Knisja f' pajjizna qed theggeg lilkom haddiema biex din
il-mixja ‘1 quddiem fid-dinja tax-xoghol tfittxu li ssahhuha u twessghuha
billi tkunu dejjem izjed flimkien u dejjem aktar gusti.

Pagi u kundizzjonijiet

Meta wiehed isemmi l-ghaqda fost il-haddiema, wiehed aktarx jigih
f'mohhu, l-ewwelnett, il-bzonn li I-haddiema jkunu maghqudin biex
ikunu jistghu jiddefendu drittijiethom f dawk li huma pagi u kundizzjonijiet
tax-xoghol.

Mill-banda l-ohra, meta wiehed isemmi I-htiega li l-haddiema jkunu
gusti, wiehed aktarx jiftakar minnufih fil-bzonn li kull haddiem jaqdi d-
dmirijiet tieghu fuq ix-xoghol bl-ahjar mod possibbli, b’responsabbilta’,
u b’sens ta" lealta’ lejn min ikun ged ihaddmu u lejn shabu.

Li I-haddiema jkollhom paga xierqa u li min-naha taghhom huma
jkunu gusti fil-qadi ta" dmirijiethom huwa importanti hafna. Allahares
ma jkunx hekk. Fil-fatt, l-esperjenza turi li kull fejn il-haddiema jagharfu
jhaddmu dan it-tip ta” ghaqda bejniethom u din il-forma ta’ gustizzja fil-
hidma taghhom fuq il-post tax-xoghol, huma jaqtghu hafna frott tajjeb.

INum, pero, jiena xtaqt li intom, il-haddiema taghna, tiffokaw ir-riflessjoni
taghkom b’mod partikolari fuq tip iehor ta’ ghaqda u gustizzja fl-ambjent
tax-xoghol. Qed nirreferi ghall-ghagda u l-gustizzja mehtiega biex I-
impjegati jharsu u jsahhu l-paci tal-qalb ta’ xulxin u s-shuhija tal-familji
taghhom.

L-gheruq tal-problemi
‘Intom tiftakru li, fl-Ittra Pastorali tar-Randan, ahna l-Isgfijiet tkellimna
dwar l-importanza tas-sens ta’ Alla fil-hajja tal-bniedem u l-hsara li I-
bniedem igarrab jekk, ghax jinqata’ mill-Hallieq, jirkbu u jirbhu l-egoizmu.
Bhal f'kull qasam iehor tal-hajja, hafna mid-deni li jfegg u jikber fid-dinja
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tax-xoghol, principalment fir-relazzjonijiet bejn min ihaddem u min jahdem
kif ukoll bejn il-haddiema nfushom, jigi proprju mill-gwaj 1i jaf jizra’ u
jkabbar l-egoizmu.

Huwa ghalhekk li fl-ambjenti tax-xoghol — forsi iktar minn ambjenti
ohrajn — niltaqghu ma’ mard serju bhalma hu dak ta’ I-ghira, pika, tfixkil,
ingann, skandli, sabutaggi, vendikazzjonijiet u tpattija.

[l-maggoranza l-kbira tal-haddiema, f'kull livell, ifittxu li jhobbu u
jghinu lil xulxin. Mhumiex ftit il-haddiema li s-sens ta’ solidarjeta’ tant
hu qawwi fihom li jkunu lesti jaghmlu sagrifi¢cji personali kbar biex ikunu
ta’ farag, kenn, dawl ta” tama u appogg ghal dawk fost shabhom li jkunu
ghaddejjin minn xi nkwiet jew tigrib. '

Dawn il-haddiema, li hafna drabi jahdmu bil-kwiet u minghajr daqq
ta’ trombi, ged jaghmlu gid kbir. Il-prezenza u l-hidma taghhom huma
duwa mprezzabbli ghal dawk il-haddiema li jkunu jinhtiegu lil min
jismaghhom, jifhimhom u jghinhom.

Madankollu, ma’ dan it-tajjeb fil-postijiet tax-xoghol wiehed isib ukoll
¢erti tensjonijiet, konflitti u deni iehor li min verament ihobb l-oghla gid
tal-haddiem ma jistax jaghlaq ghajnejh ghalih bhallikieku mhu qed j ]1gr1
xejn.

Kemm haddiema, per ezempju, filghaxija jmorru lura d-dar inkwetati
u gishom ras maqtugha minhabba l-mod kif jigu trattati minn superjuri
jew minn haddiema ohra fuq il-post tax-xoghol?

Kemm haddiema jhossuhom vittmi ta” preferenzi, diskriminazzjonijiet,
sfruttament u forom ohrajn ta” ingustizzji?

Kemm haddiema kull filghodu jmorru ghax-xoghol qalbhom ittaqtaq
u mahkumin mill-biza’ li Ijum jista’ jgibilhom izjed inkwiet ghax ihossu
li ma jkunux apprezzati bizzejjed; ghax spiss ikunu imwarrbin; ghax
ihossuhom stmati gishom bic¢¢a ghodda; ghax ikunu feruti fid-dinjita’
umana taghhom; ghax politikament ikunu jemmnu differenti; ghax ikun
hemm min irid icekkinhom, jghakkishom jew jaghsarhom biex hu jidher
sabih u jinghogob; ghax ikunu l-mira ta’ rapporti foloz; ghax quddiem xi
promozzjoni dovute jkun hemm min jaghtihom xi gambetta; u tant forom
ohrajn ta’ hsara?

Tifrik ta’ familji

Hemm ukoll, imbaghad, il-problema de]]em akbar tal-fastidju sesswah
u ta’ relazzjonijiet illeciti, li f'tant okkazjonijiet bil-mod il-mod iwasslu
ghal tifrik ta’ persuni u wkoll ta’ familji.

F'dinja permissiva fejn kull ma jmur qed jintilef is-sens tad-dnub,
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bhallikieku xejn mhu xejn, numru dejjem akbar ta” haddiema qed jinqabdu
f'din in-nassa gerrieda.

Issib min, forsi bil-weghda ta’ xi favur, rigal jew promozzjoni, )1sfrutta
sesswalment persuni vulnerabbli.

Issib min jiehu vantagg minn xi mument difficli li tkun ghaddejja
minnu xi persuna qrib tieghu sakemm iwassalha biex tintelaq f'idejh halli
jiehu minnha dak li jrid u, wara, forsi jarmiha bhal lumija maghsura.

Issib ukoll min jinbex jew jonsob, sa ma jgib fejn irid hu, irgiel jew nisa

li jkunu weghdu mhabba u fedelta” dejjiema lil persuna ohra, ukoll jekk
b’dan ixettel il-qerda f'xi familja, b’danni kbar ukoll ghat-tfal.

Kull min b’xi mod jaghmel hwejjeg simili jkun qed jizra’ hsara tremenda
li tgieghed fuq spallejh responsabbilta’ enormi u mifruxa.

Fil-fatt, id-deni 1i jigi kagunat f'kazi bhal dawn ma jkunx biss lill-
persuni milquta u lill-familji taghhom, imma jkun ukoll deni lill-gid
komuni. Dan ghaliex peress li I-familja hija 1-gebla tax-xewka tas-socjeta’,
kull familja li titfarrak tkun tfisser konsegwenzi qarsa wkoll ghas-sodjeta’.

L-ghozza ta’ xulxin

L-appell li nixtieq naghmel lil kull min jaqla’ 1-ghajxien tieghu mix-
xoghol, sew jekk tal-mohh jew ta’ l-id, huwa biex fuq kull post tax-xoghol,
hu liema hu, il-haddiema tghozzu tassew lil xulxin.

Hottu dak kollu li b’xi mod jista’ jnissel jew irawwem il-firda jew 1-
ghelt bejnjetkom. Ibnu u sahhu fostkom il-pontijiet tas-solidarjeta’ u tal-
gustizzja. :

Ikbru fl-imhabba nisranija. Harsu lil xulxin minn kull hsara. Kunu
sensibbli ghat-tbatlja ta’ dawk fostkom mghobbijin mill-piz tat-tigrib.
Teqfu ma’ xulxin ﬁd—d1ff1kulta)1et li tiltaqghu maghhom fit-telghat tal-
hajja. Kunu generuzi ma’ min hu ghatxan ghall-imhabba tal-proxxmu.

Iddefendu l-mudell nisrani tal-familja. Irrispettaw l-ghaqda tal-familja

taghkom u ta” shabkom. Ipproteguhom. Kennuhom. Ahdmu ghas-
shuhija ta” kull familja. Stinkaw biex il-familja Maltija ma tingarrx mill-
kurrent li hakem tant familji f pajjizi li ma fehmux, jew fehmu tard wisq,
it-tifrik li kien qged jifligha minhabba relazzjonijiet u tahlit miftuma mis-
sens ta’ Alla. Kunu flimkien u gusti ma’ xulxin f’kollox u f'kull sens tal-
kelma.
- Nitolbu lil San Guzepp Haddiem, missier mill-izjed ezemplari u leali
lejn il-familja tieghu, biex jghin lill-haddiema kollha f'dawn il-gzejjer
tkunu flimkien u gusti dejjem u f'kollox, ghall-ahjar gid taghkom infuskom,
tal-komunita’ tax-xoghol u tal-gid komuni.
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Punti ghal riflessjoni minn Mons Arcisqof Guzeppi Mercieca flaqgha
mar-rapprezentanti tal-Unions tal-Haddiema, ta” min ihaddem u
Partiti Politi¢i.

Festa ta’ San Guzepp Haddiem
1998

Flimkien ghall-Harsien tal-Haddiem

1. Fl-okkazjoni tal-Festa ta’ San Guzepp Haddiem ta’ din is-sena, il-
Knisja f'Malta qed tistedinna nirriflettu fuq it-tema: FLIMKIEN U GUSTI
— FID-DINJA TAX-XOGHOL. Din it-tema theggigni nagsam maghkom
ftit hsibijiet dwar dak li I-unions tal-haddiema, l-ghaqdiet ta’ min ihaddem,
il-partiti politi¢i u 1-Knisja nistghu naghmlu separatament u id f'id, kulhadd
skond il-kompetenza tieghu, biex fl-ambjent tax-xoghol jissahhu s-
solidarjeta u l-gustizzja mehtiega b'rizq il-gid komuni.

2. Fl-Ittra Pastorali taghna ghar-Randan ta’ din is-sena, ahna 1-Isqfijiet
hassejna l-bzonn li nitkellmu dwar il-hsara li jsofri I-bniedem meta jitlef
is-sens ta’ Alla. Fil-Pastorali fakkarna li, jekk jinqata’ minn Alla u r-rieda
teighu, il-bniedem jirkbu mard serju bhalma hu dak ta’ l-egoizmu -
mostru b’hafna rjus li jimbotta u jgieghel lill-bniedem jaghmel dak li jagbel
lilu u li jkun komdu ghalih fil-mument.

3. L-Ewwel Gid tal-bniedem huwa Alla. Ghalhekk, kull min irid il-gid
lill-bniedem, qabel kull haga ohra jrid jghinu jghozz is-sens ta’ Alla.
Minghajr din ir-riferenza lejn Alla, il-bniedem jitlef is-sens ta” direzzjoni
tieghu. Is-sahha tar-rezistenza taghna ghall-mard ta’ l-egoizmu u I-hsara
li dan jikkaguna lid-dinjita umana u lill-ghaqda bejn il-bnedmin, tiddependi
hafna minn kemm fhajjitna nhossu l-prezenza ta” Alla.

4. Fid-diskussjoni, dwar dak li hu mehtieg isir biex il-bniedem ikun
jista” jimxi dejjem izjed 'il quddiem, l-izjed permezz tax-xoghol, irridu
nzommu quddiem ghajnejna li t-tigdid politiku u so¢jali ghandu rabta
mill-qrib mat-tigdid kulturali, morali u religjuz. Dan juri li s-sens ta” Alla
f'hajjitna mhux xi haga sekondarja jew li nistghu nghaddu minghajrha,
imma hu necessita qawwija ghax minghajr Alla I-bniedem mhu xejn.

5. Jekk il-herqa ta’ min ikun qed jahdem ghall-progress uman tkun
mibnija fuq id-determinazzjoni li jaqdi 'l Alla ghall-gid tal-bniedem, il-
frott ma jistax jonqos li jkun kotran. Dan ghaliex herqa bhal din timbuttah
lejn impenn politiku u so¢jali 1i jkun jirrispetta l-ordni morali u 1- Venta
tal-bniedem.
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6. Is-sens ta’ Alla jghin lill-bniedem jaghraf il-bZonn tal-moderazzjoni
fir-rabta mal-gid ta” din id-dinja, jirrispetta d-drittijiet ta” I-ohrajn, u jaghti
lill-proxxmu dak li jkun jisthogqlu. Jghinu wkoll ikun verament attent
ghall-htigiet ta’ l-ohrajn u biex ihabrek b’sincerita ghall-gid komuni.

7. Min ihaddem, per ezempiju, ma jistax ihares biss lejn il-gligh tal-flus,
akkost li biex ikabbar is-suécess finanzjarju tieghu ma jaghtix lill-haddiema
pagi u kundizzjonijiet tax-xoghol li jixirqu lill-bniedem u li jippermettulu
jghix il-hajja tieghu familjari, socjali, kulturali u religjuza b’'mod xieraq.
Mill-banda I-ohra, il-haddiem ma jistax igis biss kemm se jkabbar id-dhul
tal-flus mill-impjieg tieghu, imma jrid jaqdi dmirijietu bl-aktar mod tajjeb
u onest possibbli, kif ukoll b'lealta shiha lejn min ikun ged ihaddmu u
lejn shabu. Dawn huma biss zewg aspetti. Ix-xenarju huwa hafna aktar
wiesgha u esigenti.

8. Ir-rwol prin¢ipali ta’ I-imsiehba so¢jali — min ikollu f'idejh id-tmexxija
governattiva, ir-rapprezentanti ta’ dawk li jkunu qged jipprovdu I-impjiegi,
u l-mexxejja tal-haddiema — jibqa” dak li jinholoq ix-xoghol u 1i jinkiseb
qligh xieraq biex kulhadd ikun jista” jghix b’'mod dicenti. Bl-istess mod,
l-imsiehba so¢jali jridu jahsbu wkoll f'dak li hu mehtieg biex jigu mharsa
s-sahha fizika u morali tal-haddiema.

9. Niehu pjacir ninnota li f'dak li hu harsien tal-hajja u s-sahha tal-
haddiem fuq il-post tax-xoghol, ged insiru dejjem izjed sensibbli ghall-
bzonn ta’ edukazzjoni xierqa u prekawzjonijiet adattati. Dan hu ta’ min
japprezzah u jinkuraggih. Fl-istess hin, perod, nahseb li wasal iz-zmien li
l-imsiehba sodjali joqoghdu bilgieghda biex jaraw ukoll x'jistghu jaghmlu
aktar milli gqed jaghmlu diga, separatament jew flimkien, biex jghinu lill-
haddiem imgarrab minhabba problemi bhalma huma dawk ta’ nkwiet
familjari, konflitt fuq ix-xoghol forsi minhabba l-politika partiggjana,
droga, alkohol, loghob ta’ l-azzard, uzura u pornografija.

10. Il-bniedem jigi 1-ewwel. Il-bniedem u x—xoghol tieghu huma I- 1ktar
rizorsi importanti u prezzjuzi li jista’ jkollha n-nazzjon. Iktar ma niehdu
_ hsieb tal-bniedem shih, aktar ma nahdmu id f'id biex nghinu l-haddiem
jghix id-dinjita tieghu u jirbah fuq dak kollu li jtebbghu jew jaghmillu 1-
hsara, iktar inkunu qed ninvestu f gejjieni ahjar.
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Messagg ta' Monsinjur Arcisqof Guzeppi Mercieca fl-okkazjoni
tal-Jum il-Komunikazzjoinijiet Socjali

Sehem il-Mass Media
fil-bini tal-Komunita

[l-Papa Gwanni Pawlu II, fil-messagg tieghu ghal Jum Dinji tal-
Komunikazzjoni So¢jali ta” din is-sena (il-Hadd, 24 ta” Mejju), ixebbah lill-
Mass Media ma’ forum kbir li, fl-ahjar tieghu, jaghmel possibbli I-bdil
ta” informazzjoni awtentika, ideat konstruttivi u valuri sodi, u hekk jghin
fil-bini tal-komunita.

Dan igieghed quddiem il-Knisja l-isfida li taghraf taghmel uzu mill-
Mass Media kemm ghax-xandir tal-Vangelu kif ukoll biex tintegra I-
messagg Evangeliku fil-“kultura 1-gdida” li qed issawwar il-
komunikazzjoni moderna bil-lingwagg gdid, teknika gdida u psikologija
gdida li hija qed tipprezenta.

Il-gurnalisti nsara

L-akbar responsabbilta f'dan l-impenn tal-Knisja taqa’, naturalment,
fuq spallejn dawk il-membri taghha li ‘ghandhom xi rwol, dirett jew
indirett, fil-hidma tal-Mass Media. A

Ir-raguni ghal dan hija li, in-nisrani, hu x'inhu x-xoghol tieghu, irid
jixhed bla heda gbil haj u genwin bejn dak li jemmen u l-mod kif igib
ruhu, jahdem u jghix.

Ghalhekk, in-nisrani li hu wkoll gurnalist jew xandar, irid ikun pro-
tagonist f'dik li hija mgiba etika, morali, rispett lejn id-dinjita tal-bniedem,
tmexxija 'l quddiem tal-gid komuni u bini tal-komunita.

Bejn suq u kwalita ‘

[I-bzonn li I-komunikatur nisrani jifhem sew din il-haga qed jikber
minn jum ghall-iehor. Dan ghaliex fit-tellieqa dejjem akbar li 1-Mass
Media, inkluz f'pajjizna, gqed ikollhom bejniethom ghall-udjenzi —
qarrejja, semmiegha u telespettaturi — qed ifegg dejjem izjed il-
periklu li I-kriterji tas-suq jiddominaw u jirbhu fuq il-kriterji tal-
kwalita.

Fostna, ghandna hafna li hu tajjeb. Mhumiex wiehed u tnejn il-gurnalisti
u x-xandara taghna li ghadhom jaraw car u fil-boghod. Madankollu,
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mhux kollox hu ward u zahar. Certi attitudnijiet jew esperjenzi juru 1-
bzonn li nogoghdu attenti.

Kif kelli l-okkazjoni nghid diga fil-Festa ta’ San Frangisk De Sales,
Patrun tal-Gurnalisti (24 ta’ Jannar 1998), ‘allahares jigrilna li jkollna
komunikaturi li fit-tellieqa ghall-kwantita f' dawk li huma udjenzi, bejgh,
reklami u dhul ta’ flus, jinsew jew iwarrbu fil-gemb il-kwalita. Allahares
jigrilna 1i jkollna komunikaturi li jingadbu fin-nassa kerha tas-
sensazzjonalizmu u l-misinformazzjoni, jew li s-slaleb tal-bnedmin
1mgarrbin juzawhom bhala ghodda fi programmi ta’ divertiment. Jekk u
meta jigru hwejjeg ta’ hsara bhal dawn, is-siwi socjali u 1- kredlbbllta tal-
Mass Media jiehdu daqqa ta’ harta serja hafna.

Kull min ihobb tassew l-oghla gid tal-bniedem jaf li min ikollu fuq
spallejh ir-responsabbilta li jiddetermina x’policies jigi segwiti minn xi
mezz ta’ komunikazzjoni so¢jali, ikun qed jirriskja hafna jekk il-kejl
principali tieghu jsir id-daqgs ta’” l-udjenzi u I-flus.

Dan jghodd ghal kull mezz ta’ komunikazzjoni sodjali. Fl-istess hin,
jghodd b’sahha akbar ghal dawk fosthom li huma sostnuti minn rizorsi
pubblici. Tista” ssir hsara kbira jekk xi mezz ta" komunikazzjoni sodjali
simili jaghti ezempju hazin f'dik 1i hi enfasi fuq il-kwalita jew prattika
etika. ,

Il-prijorita tal-mezzi tal-komunikazzjoni so¢jali, quddiemnett dawk
fosthom finanzjati minn fondi pubblici, trid tkun is-servizz lill-bniedem
u d-dinjita tieghu, minsuga f'ghozza konkreta ta’ l-oghla gid komuni.

II-bini tal-komunita

Fil-Messagg tieghu, il-Papa jfakkar li I-komunikazzjoni mwassla permezz
tal-Mass Media mhix xi ezer¢izzju utilitarju mahsub sempli¢iment biex
ihajjar, jipperswadi jew ibigh. Wisq inqas mhi, il-komunikazzjoni, mezz
ghat-tixrid ta’ xi ideologija.

I-Papa jwissi dwar il-periklu li I-mezzi ta’ komunikazzjoni so¢jali xi
drabi jistghu jnizzlu lill-bniedem ghal unitajiet ta’ konsum jew gruppi ta’
interessi diversi f’kompetizzjoni bejniethom.

Iwissi wkoll dwar ir-riskju li 1-Mass Media jistghu jimmanipulaw it-
telespettaturi, il-qarrejja u s-semmiegha bhallikieku dawn kienu biss ¢ifri
li minnhom jista’ jinkiseb xi vantagg, bhal minhabba rabtiet ta’ natura
politika jew f'’kampanji ghall-bejgh ta” xi prodotti.

Kif juri 1-Papa, meta jigru hwejjeg bhal dawn, il-Mass Media jkunu qed
jippartecipaw f'imgiba 1i tkisser, mhux tibni, lill-komunita.

Irridu nzommu quddiem ghajnejna li I-komunikazzjoni ghandha 1-
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kompitu li tghaqqad in-nies u li ttejbilhom hajjithom, mhux i tizolahom
jew tesplojtahom.

Il-mezzi tal-komunikazzjoni so¢jali, meta jkunu mhaddma tajjeb, jistghu
jghinu biex tinbena u tinzamm shiha komunita umana bbazata fuq il-
valuri dejjiema tal-gustizzja u l-imhabba lejn il-proxxmu.

Messaggiera tat-tama

Meta I-Mass Media jkunu ggwidati mill-gharfien li 1-valuri tal-gustizzja
u l-imhabba lejn l-ohrajn — mhux lejn nfusna - li huma indispensabkli,
il-Mass Media jsiru messaggiera tat-tama.

L-awgurju principali li 1-Knisja qed taghmel lill-Mass Media din is-
sena, it-tieni wahda mit-tliet snin li se jwassluna ghall-Gublew il-Kbir tas-
Sena Elfejn u sena li fiha 1-Knisja ged tistedinna biex nirriflettu fuq 1-
Ispirtu s-Santu, huwa proprju biex, Imwettqin mill-Ispirtu, Inwasslu t-
Tama. . : '

In-nisrani ghandu s-sejha li jghix it-tama fiz-zew§ dimensjonijiet taghha:
tama ta’ salvazzjoni u ta’ ghaqda perfetta ma’ Alla u, fl-istess hin, tama’
ta’ hena li tibda minn din id-dinja. '

Kull nisrani ghandu d-dover li jkun xhud awtentiku ta’ din it-tama. F1-
istess hin, ghan-nisrani li jkun impenjat fil-qasam tal-Mass Media, dan ir-
rwol jiehu forma doppja: barra li jkun xhud, huwa jrid ikun ukoll
komunikatur tat-tama:

F'dan l-impenn taghhom li jikkomunikaw it-tama b’mod kredibbli, il-
gurnalist nisrani u x-xandar nisrani jridu jfittxu li, gabel xejn, jesperjenzaw
din it-tama huma stess, bl-ghajnuna tat-talb. B'hekk huma jitghallmu
jipprezentaw lin-nijes ta’ zmienna l-messagg tat-tama, bil-qawwa tal-
verita.

" Din il-qawwa tal-verita tghin lill-gurnalisti u lix-xandara jaghrfu wkoll
li, ‘1 hemm mill-influwenza negattiva ta’ l-individwalizmu li jipproponu
certi stili ta’ hajja, huma jghozzu b’hegga kbira l-idea ta’ komunita fil-livell
uman.

[l-gurnalisti u x-xandara li jridu jkunu nsara shah, jirrezistu l-pressjoni
ta’ min jipprova jpingi fuq l-oghla gid tal-komunita bhallikieku din kienet
xi theddida ghad-drittijiet ta” I-individwu. Ghalihom, id-difiza tas-sens ta’
komunita hija sfida ghal azzjoni pozittiva, kreattiva u konkreta.
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Message of his Grace the
Archbishop to the teachers and
students of Stella Maris College

This year again, I would like to thank the editor of “The Stelmarian
1998” for having invited me to send a message to the staff and the students
of Stella Maris College on the occasion of the publication of their annual
school magazine.

You are certainly well aware that 1998 is the second year of preparation
for the great Jubilee of the year 2000. This second year is dedicated to the
Holy Spirit and therefore I am inviting you to deepen your knowledge
of the sevenfold gifts of the Spirit, which you received during the rite of
Confirmation and which the Holy Spirit continually gives so that you
might live a true Christian life. The Holy Spirit will never deny you the
wisdom and understanding, the judgement and courage, the knowledge
and reverence, and the fear of God you need to witness your faith: only
sin will hinder the Holy Spirit from working in your souls through his
gifts.

Our lives are continually threatened by the storms and tempests with
which the Evil One tries to lead us astray, but the Virgin Mary, the Star
of the Sea, to whom your College is dedicated, will always be for you a
shining light to lead you to safety, as long as you let the Holy Spirit
influence the whole of your lives through his sevenfold gifts.

Today the 4th day of the month of May, 1998.
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Messagg ta' I-Aréisqof
lill-Moviment Kerygma
“Solidarjeta fl-Isport”

Nixtieq niprofitta mill-okkazjoni tal-Kampanja Nazzjonali Solidarjeta
fl-Isport biex nifrah, liz-zghazagh kollha li se jiehdu sehem fdil-kampanja,
u lill-Moviment Kerygma kollu kemm hu, ghall-hsieb sabih taghhom li
jindirizzaw il-hidma kollha taghhom tul dawn il-granet favur 1-“angli”
tad-Dar tal-Providenza tas-Siggiewi.

Hi hidma ta’ min ifahharha hafna, ghaliex hi fuq kollox hidma ta’
edukazzjoni taz-zghazagh taghna fl-ispirtu ta’ solidarjeta, ta’ mpenn, ta’
fidu¢ja u ta’ kuragg, kwalitajiet li ghandhom ihejju z-zghazagh taghna
biex ikunu l-irgiel u n-nisa li fughom pajjizna jrid jibni l-gejjieni tieghu.

Jien nappella lill-genituri Maltin kollha biex jilgghu l-istedina li sejra
ssirithom mill-Moviment Kerygma permess ta’ ktejjeb li se jitqassmilhom,
biex iheggu lil uliedhom mhux biss li jiehdu sehem fl-attivitajiet sportivi

~ " 1i jigu organizzati, imma wkoll f'kull xorta ta’ hidma li jistghu jaghmlu

kuljum ghall-gid tas-soc¢jeta Maltija kollha.

I1-Mulej iberikkom u jxerred fugkom il-grazzji tieghu: b’rahan ta’ dan
minn qalbi naghti 1il kulhadd il-barka pastorali tieghi.

Mum, 14 ta” Mejju 1998, festa ta’ San Mattija, Appostlu.
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Messagg ta' I-Arcisqof
lill-Moviment Youth for Life tal-Gzira

24 ta' Mejju 1998

Ta’ min ifahharha l-inizjattiva taghkom ta’ din is-sena li fl-okkazjoni
tal-Life-fest, se tqassmu ghaxart elef kopja ta” pubblikazzjoni biex tinxtered
dejiem aktar fis-so¢jeta taghna kultura favur il-hajja.

Dan hu mehtieg hafna llum meta fid-dinja hemm, u l-aktar fost iz-
zghazagh, min tilef kull sens tal-hajja: xi whud iridu jghixu hajjithom fil-
milja kollha taghna, imma ma jafux kif ghax ma jafux x'inhi l-hajja, u
ghalhekk ifittxu d-drogi, is-sess, il-flus, u meta dan it-thabrik taghhom ma
jhallihomx hlief krusa u dwejjaq jispi¢éw biex inehhu hajjithom, ghax ma
jaraw ebda skop fil-hajja.

Izda l-hajja hi xi haga wisq aqwa minn hekk, ghax hi don ta” Alla, don
i Alla jridna ngawduh u nwassluh ghall-milja kollha tieghu, f'ghaqda
shiha ma’ dak li hu l-Awtur ta’ kull hajja. ,

Il-gmiel kollu tal-hajja narawh fin-natura kollha madwarna: ﬁr—rebblegha
meta tesplodi hajja gdida u xxerred il-ferh u l-hena ma’ kullimkien; izda
l-gmiel tar-rebbiegha ma jnagqas xejn mis-sbuhija tas-sajf, meta n-natura
tilhaq il-kobor shih taghha u taghti frott bla gjies; u lanqas ma jnaqqas
xejn mill-gmiel tal-harifa meta n-natura tibda thejji ruhha ghall-mistrieh
tax-xitwa biex imbaghad f'rebbiegha ohra terga’ tibda ¢iklu iehor ta’ hajja
kollha gmiel u sbuhija.

Dan kollu narawh fil-hajja tal-bniedem. X'hemm isbah minn tarblja
- ghadha titwieled u tferrah bit-tbissima taghha lil dawk li gibuha fid-dinja
u X ferg wiehed ihoss jara tifel jew tifla qeghdin jikbru fit-tul u fl-ghomor
quddiem Alla u I-bnedmin! U x’gost tara ragel jew mara li lahqu l-kobor
shih taghhom bhala bnedmin huma u jagdu s-sejha li tahom Alla fid-dinja
fejn qed jghixu! U x’farag thoss tara wiehed anzjan li geda dmiru tul hajtu
kollha u bl-esperjenza tieghu ta” hafna snin qed jaghti pariri ta’ siwi kbir
lit-tfal u liz-Zghazagh u l-irgiel u n-nisa li maghhom jiltaga’ kuljum, hieni
li dmiru qdieh mill-ahjar li seta” u ferhan qed jistenna l-mument li jidhol
fil-hajja tas-saltna ta’ dejjem.

Din hi l-hajja li intom iz-zghaZzagh tridu ggibu ‘1 quddiem u zgur
jirnexxilkom jekk taghrfu li l-hajja hi dejjem don ta” Alla fdata lilna biex
inharsuha mit-theddid kollu li ged tqanqal kontriha d-dinja ta’ llum, ghax
wartrbet fil-genb lil Alla nnifsu.

I1-Mulej iberikkom ghal din I-inizjattiva taghkom, u jiena, b’rahan ta’
dan, naghtikom il-barka pastorali tieghi.
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Is-servizz tas-sacerdoti
fil-Knisja

Fid-dawl ta’ ¢erti kummenti li qed isiru dwar iz-Zona Pastorali ta’ I-
Ibrag, l-awtoritajiet ekklezjastici jixtiequ jghidu dan 1i gej:

[I-Konc¢ilju Vatikan II, f'diversi dokumenti jitlob li 1-hidma pastorali
kollha tad-djocesi ssir taht it-tmexxija ta’ 1-Isqof bil-kollaborazzjoni tas-

kompetenza tieghu.

Is-sacerdoti huma mistennija li jkunu disponibbli biex jaghtu dak is-
servizz pastorali li jaghtihom l-Isqof. F’din il-hidma jkun hemm dejjem
¢agliq ta” sacerdoti skond il-bzonnijiet pastorali u skond il-karizmi, doni,
esperjenzi u possibiltajiet personali taghhom. Fil-fatt, fl-ahhar hames
snin, saru 23 kappillan gdid, kien hemm 32 kappillan li nghataw l-istess
inkarigu f'parroc¢a ohra jew issejhu ghal servizz pastorali differenti, u
kien hemm 26 sacerdot 1i nbidlitilhom il-hidma pastorali taghhom.

Kull ghoti u bidla fis-servizz li s-sacerdoti jaghtu fil-Knisja jsiru bi
djalogu ta’ 1-Arcisqof mas-sacerdot involut. Fil-maggoranza l-kbira hafna
tal-kazi s-sacerdoti jithmu u jaccettaw, ukoll jekk dan ikun ifisser sagrificéju
personali ghalihom u ghall-komunita’ li jkunu qed jagdu. F'xi kazi, dan
id-djalogu. jwassal ukoll biex id-decizjoni ta” 1-Isqof ma tibgax l-istess.
F'kull kaz, pero, is-sacerdot jibqa’ fid-dmir li l-inkarigu li jaghtih 1-Isqof
jaqdih b’imhabba sinciera u skond il-weghda ta’ rispett u ubbidjenza li
kull sacerdot jaghmel lejn l-Isqof fil-jum ta’ l-ordinazzjoni sacerdotali
tieghu. S

Id-djalogu 1i 1-Isqof ikollu mas-sacerdot hu dejjem kunfidenzjali. L-
Isqof qatt ma jista” jxandar dak li jkun intqal bejnu u bejn is-sacerdot. L-
Isqof jibqa’ sieket ukoll jekk ingustament hu jigi mpingi f'dawl ikrah.
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Stqarrija tal-Kummissjoni tal-Knisja dwar il-Familja Maltija
u d-Divorzju t

Dwar id-divorzju, ir-rapport
tal-Kummissjoni tal-P.M. hu
superfi¢jali u negattiv ghall-ahhar

II- Kumnuss]om tal-Knisja dwar il-Familja Maltija u d-Divorzju thoss li,
kollox ma’ kollox, fil-parti li tittratta d-divorzju r-rapport li sar mill-
Kummissjoni mwaqqfa mill-Prim Ministru ghall-Futur tal-Familji huwa
superficjali u negattiv ghall-ahhar. Ir-rapport jinhela biex jipprova jxejjen
l-argumenti ta’ dawk li huma kontra d-divorzju, minghajr ma jispjega jew
jghid b’'mod pozittiv ghaliex, skond il-Kummissjoni tal-Prim Ministru,
ghandu jidhol id-divorzju u x’inhuma l-vantaggi ta’ dan il-pass.

Ir-ragunijiet prin¢ipali li wasslu lilll-Kummissjoni tal-Knisja ghal din il-
konkluzjoni, huma dawn:

Pregudizzju

Ninnotaw b’dispjacir li l-Kummissjoni mwagqqfa mill-Prim Ministru
wriet pregudizzju fir-rigward ta’ dawk li huma kontra d-dhul tad-divorzju.
, Dan johrog car, l-izjed fejn intqal li huma n-nies kontra d-divorzju li jridu
jipprovaw li d-divorzju mhux gustifikabbli {'pajjizna.

Dan imur kontra kull prin¢ipju mhaddan mill-Qrati ta” Malta u tad-
dinja demokratika kollha, fejn hadd mhu mistenni jew mehtieg li jipprova
n-negattiv. Hu min jallega xi fatt — f'dan il-kaz, min qed jghid li d-
~ divorzju huwa soluzzjoni — li jrid igib il-prova ta’ dak li jkun qed jallega.
Li xi hadd jitfa" I-piz tal-prova fuq min ma jridx li jidhol id-divorzju ma
jaghmilx sens, ghax huwa-min ikun irid ibiddel jew ]1ntroduc1 xi haga
gdida li jrid jipprova l-vantagg tal-bidla li jkun ged jipproponi.

II-Kummissjoni tal-Prim Ministru donnha telget mill-punt bhallikieku
d-divorzju hu xi dritt ¢ivili, gustifikabbli f'so¢jeta” demokratika, u li
ghalhekk kien min ma jagbilx mieghu li ried igib il-prova. Fil-verita’,
perd’, hu min iressaq kaz li jrid jipprova l-kaz tieghu.

Dmir I-Istat
[I-Kummissjoni tal-Prim Ministru qalet li hija mxiet bi “princ¢ipju
wahdieni”, u ¢ioe’ li l-Istat huwa marbut li jsahhah il-familja, waqt 1i fl-
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istess hin jaghraf ukoll id-dmir li johloq l-istrutturi xierqa li bihom jaghti
s-soluzzjoni legali xierqa fejn zwieg ikun tfarrak. Madankollu, il-
Kummissjoni ma qalitx jekk ir-rakkomandazzjoni taghha 1i jidhol id-
_divorzju hix kompatibbli mad-dover ta’ I-Istat li jsahhah il-familja.

Kif galet il-Kummissjoni tal-Prim Ministru, dan hu prin¢ipju wiehed.
Ghalhekk, jekk id-divorzju ma jsahhahx il-familja — ir-rapport imkien ma
jghid hekk — allura d-dhul tad-divorzju jmur kontra dak l-istess principju’
li, skond il-Kummissjoni, kien il-gwida taghha.

L-esperjenza f pajjizi ohrajn

[l-Kummissjoni tal-Prim Ministru ma alcettatx ir-rizultati ta” diversi
studji li saru f'pajjizi ohra dwar il-konsegwenzi ] koroh 1i jgib id-divorzju
fuq il-familja u t-tfal. Hija qalet li m’ghandhiex préva i dawk I—effettl
huma rizultat tad-dhul tad-divorzju.

[I-Kummissjoni donnha tilfet is-sens tal-logika ta’ kawza u effett. ]ekk

jidhol xi hadd f'dar u wara s-sid isib xi haga nieqsa, il-logika tghidlek li

" min dahal fid-dar ha l-oggett nieqges, avolja s-sid ma jkunx rah jiehdu.

L-istudji 1i saru, spe¢jalment rigward it-tfal, joffru rizultati cari ta’ I-

effetti ferm koroh li jghaddu minnhom tfal ta’ koppja li terga’ tizzewweg

meta mqabbla ma’ tfal ta” koppja separata izda fejn hadd mill-genituri ma
jkun rega’ zzewweg.

Il-konsegwenzi f'Malta .

II-Kumunissjoni tal-Prim Ministru qalet li m’ghandhiex studji li juru
li jekk f'Malta ma jidholx id-divorzju, is-sodjeta” Maltija b’'mod generah
ma ssofrix l-istess effetti bhal jekk jidhol id-divorzju.

[-Kummissjoni tal-Knisja thoss li, allura, kien dmir il-Kummissjoni tal-
Prim Ministru 1i tikkummissjona studju simili, u mhux tipproponi ligi
minghajr studju fuq l-effetti ta’ dik il-ligi.

Hemm pero’ studji li saru fil-kontest ta’ I-Irlanda, li minnhom jirrizulta
illi fl-Irlanda ta” Fuq, fejn hemm id-divorzju, l-effetti huma ferm aktar
gqawwija u serji milli fir-Repubblika ta’ I-Irlanda, fejn sa ftit snin ilu ma
kienx hemm divorzju. Fost dawn l-effetti hemm iz-zieda fir-rata taz-
zwigijiet imfarrka, iz-zieda fir-rata ta’ koppiji jghixu flimkien meta mhumiex
mizzewgin, it-twelid ta’ tfal barra miz-zwieg, iz-zieda fin-numru ta’ tfal
effettwati bi kriminalita’ ec¢.

Lanqgas ma jista’ jinghad li d-dhul tad-divorzju fir-Repubblika ta’ 1-
Irlanda ma gabx mieghu l-effetti msemmija, ghax id-divorzju fl-Irlanda
ghadu diehel u ghadu kmieni biex il-mentalitadivorzista tibda thalli 1-
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effett taghha. Li hu maghruf diga’ hu li kagun tad-dhul tad-divorzju
fir-Repubblika ta’ l-Irlanda, it-talbiet ghall-ghajnuna legali rduppjaw.
* Problemi fil-familja kien hemm u jibqa’ jkun hemm. Madankollu,
imkien fir-rapport tal-Kummissjoni tal-Prim Ministru ma jinghad 1 d-
dhul tad-divorzju jnaqqas dawn il-problemi.

II-Kummissjoni tal-Knisja hija konvinta li d-divorzju jzid dawn il-
problemi ghax ikabbar in-numru tan-nies effettwati.

Id-Dritt Naturali

Meta tkellmet dwar id-divorzju bhala jedd tal-bniedem, il-Kummissjoni
tal-Prim Ministru skartat l-ezistenza tad-Dritt Naturali. Dan hu kontra
kull taghlim professjonali. Ligijiet bhalma huma dawk li jghidulek biex
ma tisraqx, ma toqtolx u ma tixhedx falz, fost ohrajn, johorgu mill-istess
natura tal-bniedem u hadd ma ]1sta jghid li huma rizultat tal-"maturita
politika tas-so¢jetajiet demokratici.”

II-Kummissjoni tal-Prim Ministru irrimarkat sewwa meta qalet li ebda
Konvenzjoni ma titkellem fuq id-divorzju bhala jedd tal-bniedem.
Madankollu, il-Kummissjoni ma osservatx ukoll li 1-Qorti Suprema ta’ I-
Ewropa qalet li mid-drittijiet fundamentali ezistenti, fosthom dak li tifforma
familja, ma jitwelidx dritt ghad-divorzju.

L-interess pubbliku

II-Kummissjoni tal-Prim Ministru ac¢cettat i hu argument ta’ dawk li
huma kontra d-dhul tad-divorzju, li d-divorzju mhux fl-interess pubbliku.
Madankollu, fuq dan il—Kummissjoni ma tikkummentax. Jekk id-divorzju
hux fl-interess pubbliku j ]ew le, hija mistogsija li I-Kummissjoni ma taghtix
twegiba ghaliha.

[l-Kummissjoni lanqas ma tikkummenta jekk hux fl-interess pubbliku
u demokratiku li d-divorzji jiddahhal kontra r-rieda tal-maggoranza.

Hija lanqas ma rreferiet ghar-ricerka li saret minn DISCERN dwar
x'jahsbu il-maggoranza tal-poplu Malti dwar id-dhul tad-divorzju.

L-abbuz ta’ divorzji minn barra

II-Kummissjoni tal-Prim Ministru tghid li hemm diversi Maltin bi flus
li jirnexxilhom igibu d-divorzju minn barra u jirregistrawh hawn Malta.

Apparti li 1-Kummissjoni ma gabitx prova ta’ dan, jekk hu hekk dan
hu abbuz, u l-abbuz ghandu jigi kkontrollat u mhux jinghata bhala dritt
lil kulhadd.
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Meta gie allegat li hawn min jabbuza fil-hlas tat-taxxi, il-Gvern qal li
se jghaddi mizuri biex irazzan dan l-abbuz, u mhux li se jippermetti li
“jabbuza” kulhadd!

Jekk, kif tghid il-Kummissjoni tal-Prim Ministru, ir-Registru taz-zwieg
m’ghandux l-ghodda xierqa biex jikkontrolla dan l-abbuz, huwa ghandu
jinghata din l-ghodda, izda mhux in¢edu l-armi u mppermettu i I
“abbuz” jirrenja f'pajjizna.

II-Kummissjoni donnha ma fehmitx il-konsegwenzi, fil-kamp
internazzjonali, jekk Stat ma jirrikonoxxix il-ligijiet ta” Stat jehor.

Fiz-zmien meta Malta kienet bazi militari ta’ 1-Ingilterra, kien hawn
diversi suldati Inglizi li ZzZewgu nisa Maltin. Xi whud minn dawn iz-
zwigijiet kienu jfallu. L-Ingliz kien imur l-Ingilterra u jgib id-divorzju.
Dak id-divorzju ma kienx jigi rikonoxxut hawn Malta.

Ghall-manteniment, il-mara Maltija kienet trid tfittex lil zewgha hawn
Malta. Meta s-suldat Ingliz ma kienx ihallas il-manteniment, il-mara
Maltija kienet tfittex li tesegwixxi s-sentenza (miksuba f'Malta) quddiem
il-Qrati ta’ I-Ingilterra. 1zda 1-Qrati Inglizi kienu jirrifjutaw li jaghmlu dan
ghax, skond huma, iz-zwieg ikun spicca.

Dan il-konflitt kien johloq tensjoni kbira fl-ambjenti legali u diplomatici.
Wara certu zmien, il-Qrati Maltin bdew jirrikonoxxu d-divorzju Ingliz
mhux bhala divorzju, imma bhala “separazzjoni”. Ghalhekk, ir-
rikonoxximent ta’ divorzju ta’ pajjiz barrani kien jinghata, ghalkemm taht
forma indiretta, minn qabel ma gie ntrodott ir-rikonoxximent formali li
dahal f1-1975. Dan sar precizament biex jigi evitat konflitt bejn zew Stati.

[I-Kummissjoni tal-Knisja hija kontra d-divorzju bhala Istitut. Hija
tixtieq Ii din il-pjaga tigi eliminata mad-dinja kollha. Madankolluy, tifhem
1i lum kull Stat ghandu l-ligijiet tieghu u Stat irid jaccetta l-ligijiet ta” Stat
iehor fejn jolqtu l-istatus tal-persuna. Fl-istess hin, pero’, m’ghandux ikun
li I-hazin ta’ xi hadd iehor jixtered f pajjizna wkoll.
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Pembroke issir Zona Pastorali
Awtonoma

Mons. Arcisqof Guzeppi Mercieca stabbilixxa t-territorju ta’ Pembroke
bhala Zona Pastorali Awtonoma u hatar lil Dun Anton Portelli bhala
Rettur tal-Knisja ta” Kristu Rxoxt, biex jiehu hsieb il-komunita’ li toqghod
fl-inhawi.

Sa llum, in-nahat ta’” Pembroke kienu jaghmlu parti mit-territorju taz-
Zona Pastorali Awtonoma ta’ I-Ibrag.

Digriet ta” Mons. Aréisqof jispjega li l-bZonn li Pembroke ssir Zona
Awtonoma, b’effett minn nhar Hadd il-Palm, 5 ta’ April 1998, huwa
minhabba li I-popolazzjoni £ dan il-post kibret sew u hemm pjani biex ‘il
quddiem tikber aktar.

Id-decizjoni ttiehdet wara konsultazzjonijiet i Mons. Ar¢isqof kellu
mar-Rettur ul-Kunsill Pastorali taz-Zona Pastorali Awtonoma ta’ I-Ibrag,
kif ukoll wara li Mons. Arcisqof sema’ l-parir tal-Kunsill Presbiterali ta’
1-Ar¢idjocesi.

_ Is-Swieqi jinghagad ma' I-Ibrag u
Bahar i¢-Caghaq ma' Hal Gharghur

Digriet iehor ta” Mons. Arcisqof jipprovdi biex, b’effett minn Hadd il-
Palm 1998 ukoll, in-nahat maghrufin bhala Is-Swieqi (li kienu mal-Parrocca
ta’ San Giljan) jinghaqdu maz-Zona Pastorali Awtonoma ta’ 1-Ibrag, wagqt
li l-inhawi ta’ Bahar i¢-Caghaq (li kienu ma’ l-Tbrag) jinghaqdu mal-
Parroc¢ca ta’ Hal Gharghur.

Dan it-tibdil sar wara konsultazzjonijiet mal-Kappillani tal-Parroc¢i ta’
San Giljan u Hal Gharghur, mar-Rettur taz-Zona Pastorali Awtonoma ta’
l-Ibrag, mal-Kunsilli Pastorali taghhom, u mal-Kunsill Presbiterali
Djocesan. :
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Cirkulari N. 368
Wirja ta’ vari ghall-Millennju

Kif diga gejtu informati, l-Organi;zzazzjoni Nazzjonali tat-Turizmu
ressqet proposta biex tigi organizzata Wirja ta’ Statwi Religjuzi f konnessjcni
mac-celebrazzjonijiet f' Malta tat- tlelet millennju mit-Twelid ta’ Sidna Gesti

Kristu.

Wara li semghu I-parir tal-Kappillani tad- D]oce51]1et taghhom, l-Isqfijiet
ta’ Malta u Ghawdex qablu, fil-linja ta’ prin¢ipju, ma ‘din il-proposta.

Saru- diversi laqghat bejn rapprezentanti tal-Kappillani u ta” I-
Organizzazzjoni Nazzjonali tat-Turizmu bi thejjija ghal din il-Wirja
tinzamm mill-1 ta’ Dicembru 1999 sa l-ahhar ta’ Frar 2000. Gew ukoll
identifikati l-vari, li maghhom huma marbutin festi esterni titulari u
sekondarji, li sejrin jigu mitlubin biex jiehdu f'din il-Wirja. ’

Filwaqt li ngharrfek uffi¢jalment li din l-inizjattiva ghandha 1-
appovazzjoni ta’ I-Isqfijiet taghna, nistiednek taghtiha l-kollaborazzjoni
shiha tieghek.

[I-Kunsill tal-Kappillani 1 quddiem se pehdu hsieb jghaddi informazzjoni
aktar shiha u dettaljata.

Mahruga mill-Kurja Ar¢iveskovili ta’ Malta, Floriana, illum 25 ta’ Mejju
1998.

»

Mons Annetto Depasquale
Vigarju Generali

Dun Alfred Muscat
Kancellier
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Cirkqlan' N.369 ’
Offerta ghall-Papa — 1998

Fil-Quddies kollu ta’ nhar is-Sibt filghaxija u I-Hadd, 20 u 21 ta’ Gunju,
fil-knejjes kollha ta’ 1-Ar¢idjocesi taghna se ssir il-gabra, maghrufa bhala
1-“Offerta ta’ San Pietru”, li naghmlu kull sena biex nghinu ‘1 Papa halli
jkun jista’ jaghmel il-hidmiet tieghu ta” Karita.

Matul is-sena 1i ghaddiet, il-Papa qassam kwazi hames miljun dollari
f'diversi pajjizi bhala ghotjiet ta’ karita permezz tal-Kunsill “Cor Unum”
(“Qalb Wahda”). Il-bi¢ca I-kbira tal-ghotjiet saru favur popolazzjonijiet 1i
ntlagtu minn dizastri naturali, bhal terremoti, nixfa u gharar, jew fi
progetti mahsuba biex jghinu fl-izvilupp tal-biedja, ta” I-edukazzjoni u ta’
servizzi ta’ sahha ghal komunitajiet foqra jew mahkuma minn nuqqas ta’
zvilupp.

Ghas-sena d-diehla diga ged jithejja mis-Santa Sede programm ta’ “Mitt
Progett tal-Papa” ghal hidmiet ta’ karita.

Nappellaw lil hutna kollha biex inkunu generuzi fl-offerti taghna.

Bil-generozita taghna nkunu qed naghtu s-sehem taghna f'din il-hidma -

fejjieda u fil-progetti tal-Papa ghal hutna fil-bZonn. Inkunu fl-istess hin
nuru l-ghaqda ta’ mhabba u l-lealta taghna lejn il-Papa. Nuru wkoll li
napprezzaw is-sagrifi¢¢ji kbar li hu jaghmel fil-qadi tal-missjioni kbira
tieghu bhala Raghaj tal-Knisja Universali ghall-gid taghna u ta’ hutna 1-
bnedmin kollha.

Mahrug mill-Kurja Arciveskovili ta” Malta, Floriana, illum 10 ta” Gunju -

1998.

Mons Annetto Depasquale
Vigarju Generali

Dun Alfred Muscat
Kancellier
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Stqarrija dwar l-Ananda Marga

§
Fdawn il-granet, fMalta, se ssir konferenza internazzjonali ta” 1-
ANANDA MARGA. Se jsiru wkoll attivitajiet i huma miftuhin ghal
kulhadd. ’

ANANDA MARGA hija setta bi kwalitajiet bhal tal-moviment New
Age.
It-taghlim u I-filosofija ta’ - ANANDA MARGA ma jagblux mat-taghlim
nisrani,

Fost it-taghlim ta’ - ANANDA MARGA li ma jagbilx ma’” dak nisreni
~ hemm dan:

- Alla huwa energija universali u kulhadd jista” jsir “alla” bl-isforzi
tieghu; ‘

- ghal ANANDA MARGA ma jezistix salvatur, lanqas Gesu’;

- ir-ri-inkarnazzjoni hija wahda mill-pilastri tat-twemmin ta’ I-
ANANDA MARGA;

- meta xi hadd jidhol fll ANANDA MARGA jintrabat b’sistema ta’
sigrieti;

- il-membri ta’” - ANANDA MARGA jimmeditaw biex isiru “alla”.

Nomina mill-Kurja

Dun Pawl Fenech inhatar kappillan tal-parroc¢¢a San Gejtanu, il-Hamrun.
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Messagg ta’ Monsinjur Guzeppi Mercieca, Arcisqof ta’ Malta,
lill-Poplu ta' Alla fMalta

Lejn is-Sena 2000 bhala familja

PROGRAMM PASTORALI 1998-2000

Huti gheziez,

Fl-Evangelju ta’ llum, Hadd it-Trinita, Gest jghidilna li “Meta jigi I-
Ispirtu tas-sewwa, imexxikom lejn is-sewwa kollu” (Gw 16, 13). Bhala
Knisja f'Malta, f'dawn l-ahhar xhur, konna geghdin naraw fid-dawl ta’
l-Ispirtu s-Santu, Alla xi jrid minna bhala Poplu tieghu.

Flimkien mad-Delegati tieghi ghas-Segretarjati u Kummissjonijiet Pas-
torali, ma’ 1-Uffi¢¢jali tal-Kurja u ma’ rapprezentanti ohrajn tal-Knisja
f'Malta, tlabna, hdimna u ddiskutejna biex ngharfu s-sinjali ta’ Zmienna.
Matul dawn ix-xhur, 1-Ispirtu t’Alla deher imexxina grib hafna lejn qbil
dwar x'ghandhom ikunu I-ghanijiet u l-prijoritajiet li ghandna nishqu
fughom f'dan iZz-zZmien tat-tmiem ta’ dan il-millennju u l-bidu tal-millennju
l-gdid.

Il-konsultazzjonijiet twal u wesghin li saru mexxewna biex nistghu
naslu ghal ghazliet u de¢izjonijiet pastorali. Bhala Knisja f Malta, wasalna
biex nim penjaw irwiehna l-aktar fuq dawn it-tliet Ghanijiet:

— Il-Formazzjoni taghna bhala komunita ta’ Dixxipli ta’ Kristu; -
~ Ix-xhieda taghna fil-hajja, relazzjonijiet, hidma u kliem taghna;

— II'Komunikazzjoni taghna ma’ kull Malti jew Maltija ﬂ-ambjenti;

taghhom.

[I-Knisja fMalta, qabel kollox, tindirizza l-formazzjoni, ix-xhieda u 1-
komunikazzjoni lejha nnifisha, lejn il-familji u lejn l-iskejjel Maltin.
GHalhekk ghazilna bhala Prioritajiet:

- Il-Knisja Familja - li princ¢ipalment tilhaq l-ambjenti ta’ I-
evangelizzazzjoni, .

— II-Familja - li tagbad l-ambjent tal-familja u I-faqar 1i jhedded il-
familji;

— L-Adolexxenti — li tmiss l-aktar l-ambjent ta’ I-iskola u I-kategorija ta’
l-ghalliema.

Dan ged naghmluh ghaliex nithmu i 1-Missjoni taghna hija li: “Inwasslu
lill-Maltin u lil dawk kollha li jkunu fostna 1-Bxara t-Tajba li Alla hekk
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habb id-dinja Ii taha lil Ibnu 1-Wahd1en1 biex kull min jemmen fih na
jintilifx, izda jkollu I-hajja (Gw 3, 15). Dan naghmluh billi naghtu xhieda
ta’ komunjoni, solidarjeta u servizz. Kristu, bis-salib u I-qawmien Tieghu,
diga gieghed iressaqna lejn din il-hajja ta’ komunjoni Mieghu u bejnietne.”

Irrid nappella lill-membri kollha tad-djocesi taghna (individwi u
istituzzjonijiet) biex b’fidi ' Alla, jilgghu u jahdmu skond il-linji ta” dan
il-Programm. Fiha nnifisha din tkun esperjenza ta’ Kristu Familja li hi
wahda mill-prijoritajiet ta” dan il-Programm.

Ghada, it-Tnejn, jiena se niltaga’ mar-rapprezentanti tal-mezzi ta’
komunikazzjoni socjali biex nipprezentalhom dan il-Programm. Wara se
niltaqa” wkoll ma’ rapprezentanza wiesgha tal-Knisja f'Malta biax
ni¢¢elebraw il-bidu ta’ dan il-Programm bhala Knisja Familja.

Ahna ninsabu fidu¢juzi, li la dak li wettagna, ghamilnih ghall-aktar
glorja ta” Alla u ghall-akbar gid tal-Maltin kollha, il-Mulej se jkun maghria,
se jghinnha u se jirranga d-dghufijiet taghna.

Nemmen ukoll li hija grazzja u mhux kumbinazzjoni li ged inwasslilkom
dan il-messagg fil-Festa Solenni tat-Trinitd Qaddisa. Dan il-misteru tal-
fidi taghna )1pprezentalna lil Alla bhala familja u komunjoni. Huwa lill-
imhabba bla gies tal-Missier, ta’ I-Iben u ta’ I-Ispirtu s-Santu li nafdaw dan
il-programm. Inressqu t-talb taghna lil Ommna Marija, Omm il-Knisja u
Sultana tal-Familja, biex bl-intercessjoni taghha, nilqghu l-grazzji li qad
jipprovdilna dan il-Programm. Nistieden lil kulhadd, b’'mod partikolari
lill-memburi ta’ Istituti ta” Hajja Konsagrata fil-Klawsura u lill-morda, biex
joffru t-talb u t-tbatija taghhom ghall-gid pastorali tal-Maltin kollha.

Nitlob li 1-Barka tal-Mulej tinzel fuq dawk kollha li hadu sehem fil-
mixja li wasslitna biex ikollna dan il-programm, fuq l-operaturi pastorali
kollha li jridu jwettquh u fuq il-Maltin kollha hutna.

Mahruga mill-Kurja ta’ -Ar¢isqof, illum ta’ 1 ta’ Gunju, 1998.

+ Guzeppi Mercieca
Arcisqof ta” Malta

Alfred Muscat
Kandillier
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Lejn is-sena 2000 fil-qadi
tal-bniedem fil-bzonn ta’ I-ghajnuna

Riflessjonijiet ta” Mons Victor Grech,
Direttur tal-Caritas Malta

Dan hu t-test ta’ riflessjonijiet imhejjija minn Mons Victor Grech, Direttur
tal-Caritas Malta, fl-okkazjoni tal-Lejla ta’ Solidarjeta u Cerimonja ta’
Gradwazzjoni Ii se ssir illum, 19 ta’ Gunju 1998, fil-Komunita Terapewtika
ta’ San Blas, Haz-Zebbug. Fié—Cerjmonja se jiggradwaw numru rekord ta’
20 persuna (inkluz barrani mizzewweg Maltija) i temmew il-programm
kollu ta’ rijabilitazzjoni fié-Centri tal-Caritas ghal min ]abbuza mid-droga
u mill-alkohol. :

Fl-okkazjoni tal-Gradwazzjoni tas-sena l-ohra, il-President tar-
Repubblika Dr Ugo Mifsud Bonnici, qabel ma hareg minn San Blas, dar

17

lejja u qalli: “Dun Victor, ghandkom progett u mhux programm. Awguri!

Meta f1-1984 tajna bidu ghall-ewwel Programm ta” Prevenzjoni f Malta
u f1-1985 ftahna l-ewwel Day Programme ghar-riabilitazzjoni ta’ persuni
bi problema tad-droga, ma kellniex f'rasna progett izda ppruvajt inwiegeb
ghall-htigiet reali taz-zghazagh u l-qraba taghhom.

II-Caritas hija Ghagda Voluntarja tal-Knisja li qed toffri 17-il servizz
fogsma so¢jali differenti. L-erba’ Centri ta’ riabilitazzjoni, kif ukoll il-
programmi ta’ prevenzjoni fl-iskejjel, ﬂ-industriji u l-kumpaniji privati u
parastatali, u fil-komunita Maltija, huma zewg holgiet fi programm socjali
aktar wiesa’.

[I-Caritas, fis-servizzi li toffri, thaddem I-istess metodologija. Nibdew

minn isfel ghal fuq.
~ » Naraw X'inhuma l-htigiet reali tal-bniedem fid-diffikulta.

* Niflu sewwa jekk l-istat jew I-ghaqdiet voluntarji l-ohra humiexjilhqu
l-htigiet godda li jinholqu.

* Jekk naghrfu li dawn il-htigiet mhumiex jintlahqu, ingisu sewwa r-
rizorsi umani u finanzjarji li jkollna, ghalkemm inhallu spazju ghall-
providenza u l-generozita tal-poplu Malti, u nibdew nahsbu fil-konkret.

* Inharrgu l-istaff u I-voluntieri skond il-htigiet §odda, (hawn Malta
jew barra minn Malta skond il-kaz).
* Infasslu pjan strategiku b’ghanijiet, prijoritajiet u oggettivi li jkunu
jistghu jintlahqu.
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« Nivvalutaw perjodikament il-pjan u l-implimentazzjoni tieghii b'nies
spedjalizzati f'dak il-qasam minn Malta jew minn barra minn Malta.

+ Nimmodifikaw l-approach skond il-htigiet godda li jinholqu. Fi¢-
Centri ta’ Riabilitazzjoni jrid ikun hemm process ta’ bidla kontinwa
ghaliex il-kultura tal-konsum tad-droga nbidlet hafna f'dawn l-ahhar
snin, kif ukoll l-ambjent so¢jali li minnu jigu r-residenti, u l-attitudni lejn
ir-riabilitazzjoni tal-persuni li jabbuza mid-droga.

Izda minkejja t-tibdiliet fil-Programm, hemm valuri u principji stabbli
1i ma nistghux nittraskuraw biex ma nitbeghdux mill-vizjoni u 1~m1ss]cn1
tal-Caritas.

Inkunu ged nitbeghdu mill-vizjoni tal-Caritas jekk fil-hidma taghna rna
npoggux l-ewwel u qabel kollox id-dinjita tal-persuna umana, jigifieri
_jekk ma nurux rispett, imhabba u solidarjeta mal -bniedem fil-bzonn ta’
l-ghajnuna.

Fl-ghazliet li naghmlu rridu naghtu prferenza lill-icken fost hutna —
jigifieri dawk il-persuni li jhossuhom imkissra u méahhda mid-dinjita
taghhom, anki jekk l-emarginazzjoni ta” dawn ﬂ-persum tkun frott tad-
decizjonijiet zbaljati i jkunu hadu. ’

L-approach taghna lejn il-persuna trid tkun holistika. F'hafna kazi I-
gisem jibga’ dghajjef u l-mohh konfuz ghaliex l-ispirtu jkun ghadu ma
stejqirx.

L-ebda programm edukattiv jew riabilitattiv ma jista’ jerfa’ lill-persuna
mill-irdum li tkun waqghet fih jekk nibqghu nishqu fuq is-sintomi tal-
marda: l-abbuz tad-droga u l-alkohol, u mhux fuq il-kawzi li jwasslu
persuna ghall-abbuz u ghal reati kriminali. .

Irridu nfittxu xX’hemm wara l-qoxra ta’ barra. Hafna miz-zghazagh u
mizzewgin li jersqu ghall-kura u r-rijabilitazzjoni. V

« ikollhom, fil-maggoranza taghhom, vojt kbir ezistenzjali — ma jafux
X'iridu jew x’se jaghmlu b’hajjithom;

* ikunu tilfu l-valur u t-tifsira tal-hajja;

+ ma jifilhux ghall-istress;

*m ghandhomx sens of belonging — f'hafna kazi jkunu qatghu r-rabtiet
mal-familja;

* ma jafdawx fihom infushom u f'haddiehor ghaliex ikollhom stima
baxxa taghhom infushom;

+ ikunu dghajfa fl-ispirtu, ihossuhom power]ess

[I-Programmi ta’ Rijabilitazzjoni jridu jindirizzaw dawn il-problemi.

Jiena nemmen li jridu jinholqu diversi mudelli ta’ kura u rijabilitazzjoni
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skond il-htigiet godda ta’ I-individwu, izda jien konvint li ghal min ikollu
personalita dghajfa, ikun gej minn ambjent familjari imkisser, u storja
twila ta” abbuz tad-droga, jew min ikollu tendenzi kriminali, il-komunita
terapewtika hija I-uniku mudell 1i jista” jfejjaq.

Il-komunita terapewtika m’ghandhiex tkun ghan fiha nnifisha, izda
mezz terapewtiku mill-agwa (jekk tithaddem tajjeb) fl-izvilupp tal-
personalita u r-ri-integrazzjoni tal-persuna fis-soc¢jeta.

Meta f1-1985 ftahna l-ewwel Centru Terapewtiku, ma kellix frasi i
nohloq lodging house, hostel jew klinika terapewtika. Hsibt li noffru
komunita.

Ma jistax ikun hemm komunita fejn ma jkunx hemm ghanijiet u oggettivi
komuni, valuri u principji cari:

* inter-azzjoni bejn ir-residenti u l-istaff;,

* code of ethics komuni; , ’,

* komunikazzjoni u djalogu fuq il-livelli kollha;

* shared responsibilities;

* u celebrazzjoni flimkien.

It-tahrig ta’ l-istaff fkomunita terapewtika huwa essenzjali, izda fuq
kollox irid ikun hemm motivazzjoni, impenn serju, flessibilita u orjentament
spiritwali fil-hidma ta’ l-istaff biex jihqu l-htigiet tal-bniedem shih.

Hija hasra li hawn zghazagh li jigu ghandna meqruda bid-droga wara
bosta snin fit-trig, 1i meta ssemilhom residenza f'ambjent terapewtiku
jwarrbu ghaliex iridu programm li ma jitlobx sforz min-naha taghhom.
Jingerdu fit-tul u jistennew trattament qasir u mghaggel.

F'dawn l-ahhar snin, barra I-programmi tal-Caritas, li ghandhom storja

twila, infethu servizzi ohra. Il-Fondazzjoni OASI f'Ghawdex, is-Sedqa u

s-SATU, li gqeghdin ukoll joffru programmi siewja.

Nistagsi: Hemm bzonnhom dawn is-servizzi kollha? Jien konvint 1li
hemm bzonnhom ghalkemm wasal iz-zmien li permezz ta’ pjan strategiku
mfassal sewwa u implimentat mill-Kummissjoni Ko-ordinattiva Kontra I-
Abbuz tad-Droga u Alkohol (Co-ordinationg Commission Against Drug
and Alcohol Abuse), li twaqgfet dan l-ahhar, jinholoq koordinament siewi
ta’ dawn is-servizi u zvilupp ta’ servizzi godda biex isir uzu ahjar mir-
rizorsi umani u finanzjarji li huma limitati, meta wiehed iqis 1-estens]on1
tal-problema.

L-abbuz tad-droga u l-alkohol fost iz-zZghazagh ghadu ma nagasx.
Fi stharrig li sar mill-Caritas f'Jannar 1998 fl-iskjjel, bil-kooperazzjoni

tad-Discern u l-Fakulta ta’ l-istatistika fl-Universita, (bhala follow-up ta’ -
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l-istharrig komprenslv li kien sar fI-1991 mlll—Cantas) instab li, fost iz-
zghazagh bejn il-11 u t-18-il sena:

* l-overall consumptionkibret;

* hemm caqliga li thasseb ta’ konsum ta’ droga u alkohol fost iz-
zghazagh ‘il fuq mill-15-il sena;

* il-glue-sniffing zdiet bi 18 fil-mija mill-1991;

* 45 fil-mija taz-zghazagh ‘il fuq minn 15-il sena li jikkunsmaw id-
droga jattendu regolari discos u parties fil-weekend.

X'qed jigri?

Ir-rata tat-traffikar tad-droga mhix sostenuta.

Il-konsum tad-droga u l-alkohol ma naqasx - inbidlet biss il-kultura tal-
konsum spedjalment bl-accessibilta aktar mifruxa tad-designer drugs.

Fil-laggha ta’ tlitt ijiem li saret fi New York organizzata mill-Gnus
Maghquda, ir-rapprezentanti tal-gnus habbru pjan strategiku globali biex
fi zmien 10 snin jitrazzan sewwa t-traffikar tad-droga u tonqos drastikament
id-domanda ghad-droga.

Jalla dan il-pjan isehh u jkollu rizultati tajba. Jiena m’inhix dagshekk
ottimista, ghaliex wara s-suq tat-traffikar tad-drogi narkoti¢i hemm il-
poter tal-flus. ,

Jiena nhoss li fis-snin li gejjin hemm bzonn li ssir evalwazzjoni serja
tas-servizzi li ged jinghataw fl-ogsma tal-prevenzjoni, kura u rijabilitazzjcni
u nippruvaw nilthqu lit-tfal u liz-zghazagh fl-iskjjel bi strategija koordinata.

“Hemm bzonn”, jghid il-Ministru ta’ 1-Edukazzjoni, “inhejju lit-tfal u
liz-zghazagh biex jghixu f'socjeta aktar incerta u kumplikata fejn iridu
jiehdu sehem shih u haj f'dak li jkun ghaddej.”

Inzid li biex nilhqu dan il-ghan irridu niehdu hsieb il-qasam ta’ I-
izvilupp uman u nghallmu lit-tfal fil-kurrikulum il-gdid, il-hilijiet bazici
tal-hajja, jigifieri, edukazzjoni dwar kif tghix hajja bis-sens u kif thabbat
wiccek mal-problemi. Il-hajja hija usa’ mid-decizjonijiet li niehdu. Irriduw
wkoll nedukaw lill-genituri jagharfu joholqu fil-familja, klima ta’ mhabba
u rispett, li tkabbar l-izvilupp tal-persuna u mhux tohnogha, u jagharfu
jghaddu 1il uliedhom valuri li jkunu jistghu jghinuhom fid-decizjonijiet
li jiehdu.

Is-snin li gejjin huma krudjali. Irridu nkunu lesti niffaccjaw l-isfidi
godda lejn u wara s-sena 2000. Flimkien nistghu naslu!
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It-23 Hadd taé-sena

L-GHERF TASSEW

Nugqqas ta’” gherf veru

L-ewwel gari ta” Hum, mill-Ktieb ta’ 1-Gherf, jurina kemm ahna neqsin
mill-gherf veru: bil-hila taghna biss qatt ma naslu li nkunu nafu xirid Alla

minna, x'inhu I-hsieb ta’ Alla ghalina; bil-kemm nafu x’hemm madwarna

fid-dinja, u nbatu hafna biex insibu xi haga madwarna, ghax bilkemm
nintebhu b’dak li hemm fid-dinja, ahseb u ara kemm se nintebhu b’dak
li hemm fis-sema. Dan kollu ghaliex gisimna itagqalna, u ma jhallix lil
ruhna tahseb. Izda 1-Mulej, fil-kobor tal-hniena tieghu ghalina, ma riedx
ihallina f'qaghda bhal din: tana sehem mill-gherf tieghu, baghat fuqna I-
Ispirtu qaddis tieghu biex idawwalna, imexxina, u jurina l-gmiel li bih
Alla zejjen il-holgien kollu madwarna, halli permezz ta’ dan il-gmiel naslu
ghall-gharfien ta’ Dak li hu I-Gmiel fih innifsu, il-Mulej Alla, il-Hallieq
u s-sid tal-holgien kollu.

L-gherf veru u l-gherf tad-dinja

L-gherf tassew, I-gherf veru ma ghandux x’jagsam ma’, l-gherf tan-nies
~ tad-dinja, ghaliex, ghalkemm hu gherf gej minghand Alla, ghax hu gherf
i Alla jaghti lill-bniedem mahluq fis-sura u x-xbieha tieghu, hu gherf
imgarrab u midrub mid-dnub u ghalhekk gherf dghajjef u mimli
nuqgasijiet. Kemm dan hu minnu narawh minn kliem il-Mulej Gesit i
thabbrilna fl-Evangelju ta’ llum, u wkoll mill-parir li San Paw! ta lil habibu
Filemon, li thabbrilna fit-tieni qari ta’ Jum.

San Pawl u Filemon

X'qal San Pawl lil Filemon? Dan Filemon kellu Isir li harablu wara li kien
serqu. Dan l-ilsir, Onesimu, iltaga” ma’ San Pawl, li habbu u ghallmu I-gtierf
veru ta’ Alla, ghammdu u baghtu lura ghand sidu b'ittra li biha talab lil

Filemon biex jilga’ lil Onesimu mhux aktar bhala Isir tieghu, imma bhala -

huh fi Kristu. Il-parir ta’ San Pawl lil Filemon ma kien jagbel xejn ma’ 1-
gherf tan-nies ta’ dak iz-Zmien: skond il-fehmiet ta’ dawk iz-zminijiet ilsir
li jisraq u jahrab kien jigi kundannat ghall-mewt l-aktar kiefra, bla hniena
— izda mhux dan talab San Pawl, ried li Filemon igib ruhu skond l-ispirtu
ta’ I-Evangelju ta’” Kristu, li majaghmilx ghazla bejn min hu barbaru jew
Xkita, ilsir jew hieles, ragel jew mara, imma Ikoll ahwa fi Kristu.
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Mghobbijin bis-salib taghna wara Kristu

II-grajja ta’ Filemon turina d-differenza kbira bejn 1-gherf dghajjef tan-
nies tad-dinja, u l-gherf veru ta’ Alla. L-istess haga jurina kliem Gest1 li
thabbrilna fl-Evangelju ta’ llum. Kliem Gesl, meta nisimghuh ghall-
ewwel darba, inhossuh iebes wisq, ghax nithmuh hazin: bi kliemu Gesit
llum mhux qged jghidilna biex nongsu mir-rispett u l-imhabba ghall-
genituri u ghall-qraba taghna: irid jghidilna biss 1i m’ghandniex inhallu
l-genituri u ‘1 qrabatna jfixkluna b’'mod 1i ma nwigbux ghal dak li Alla
jrid minna; f din il-haga — jghidilna Gest - lanqas l-istess hajja taghna ma
ghandha tfixkilna; fi kliem iehor irridu nkunu lesti nissagrifikaw kollox,
sahansitra l-istess rabtiet tad-demm u l-laham, l-istess hajja taghna biex
naghmlu dak li Alla jrid minna. Dan hu s-salib li ahna bhala nsara rridu
nerfghu jekk irridu nimxu wara 1-Mulej Gesit. U dan hu l-veru gherf, li
jichdu l-gherf tan-nies tad-dinja, ghax in-nies tad-dinja m jridux ¢ahdiet,
sagrificcji u tghakkis. Izda dawn is-slaleb huma mehtiega jekk irridu
niksbu l-hajja ta’ dejjem. U biex jurina kemm dawn i¢-cahdiet huma
mehtiega, Geslt jsemmi zewg parabboli. Min ikun se jibni dar, qabel jibda
l-hidma, jara I-ewwel huwiex kapaci jwassal hidmietu sat-tmiem; sultan
li jrid jaghmel gwerra lil sultan iehor, qabel jiddikjara gwerra l-ewwel jara
huwiex kapaci jirbah l-ghadu tieghu, ghax jekk ma jkunx kapadi jfittex 1i

jkun pa¢i mieghu. Hekk, jghidilna Gest, jekk irridu niksbu l-hajja ta’

dejjem, irridu nikkonvin¢u ruhna mhux li' nimxu skond 1-gherf tan-nies
tad-dinja, imma skond I-gherf veru li jhabbrulna 1-Kotba Mqgaddsa. Hekk
biss nistghu niksbu l-hajja ta’ dejjem.
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L-24 Hadd tas-sena
Ir-Rikonciljazzjoni

L-esperjenza ta” San Pawl fil-hniena ta’ Alla

Fit-tieni qari ta” llum San Pawl ixandrilna verita 1i nsibuha fil-Kotba
Mgqaddsa kollha, kemm f'dawk tal-Patt il-qadim u kemm f'dawk tal-Patt
il-gdid. X'inhi din il-verita? Hi li Alla hu hekk ghani fil-hniena li, minkejja
li I-bnedmin iwebbsu rashom mieghu, hu lest dejjem biex jaghdirhom u,
jekk jersqu lejh jitolbu hniena, lest biex jerga’ jhabbibhom mieghu.

Dan San Pawl tghallmu mill-esperjenza tieghu stess: f'zoghzitu San
Pawl kien ikasbar, ihabbat u jzeblah lil Kristu; kien ifittex lil dawk li
jemmnu fi Kristu biex jitfaghhom fil-habs; kellu sehem fit-thaggir ta’ San
Stiefnu. Dan San Pawl kien jaghmlu ghax kien kollu hegga ghal-Ligi u
kien jahseb li Geslt kien qed jeqridha; izda Alla henn ghalih u ghamel
wirja ta’ sabar kbir mieghu u meta wasal il-waqt sejjahlu biex minn
persekutur tieghu jaghmlu appostlu ha jwassal ismu fost il-gnus u jurihom
li Kristu Gesit gie fid-dinja biex isalva l-midinbin. Dan Gesii urihulna
- kemm-il darba tul it-tliet snin tal-hajja pubblika tieghu kemm bil-kliem

u bl-ghemil. '

Il-hniena ta” Kristu mal-midinbin

Fl-Evangelju spiss niltaqghu ma’ okkazjonijiet 1i fihom il-Mulej wissa
lill-midinbin biex ma jidinbux aktar, wara li jkun ghamel miraklu
maghhom; hemm ukoll l-okkazjoni tal-mara li nqabdet tizni u haduha
ghand Gest jistagsuh ghandhomx ihaggruha kif titlob il-ligi ta” Mose —
u ma wegibhomx, u beda jikteb fit-trab, u wiehed wiehed dawk li
akkuzawha telqu u baqghet hi wahedha ma’ Gest, li galilha: “Mur, lanqas
jilen ma nikkundannak izda tidnibx aktar”. Hemm imbaghad il-hafna
parabboli dwar il-mahfra tad-dnubiet u l-aqwa wahda hi dik ta’ l-iben il-
hali li thabbritilna llum fl-Evangelju.

Il-hniena ta” Alla fi Zmien il-Patt il-qadim ‘

Izda fi zmien il-Patt il-qadim ukoll Alla kien dejjem lest jahfer dnubiet
poplu ta’ ras iebsa: ghandna ezempiju fl-ewwel qari ta” llum. II-Lhud fid-
dezert kemme-il darba haduha kontra Alla u gergru ghalih u waslu wkoll
biex jaghmlu ghogol tad-deheb u jaghtuh gima bhala Alla li harighom
mill-jasar ta’ I-Egittu. Kien dnub kbir, u Alla kieku ried jeqred dak il-poplu
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midneb, li ma kienx ghal Mosé li waqaf quddiem Alla jitolbu jhenn. Dan
Mose ghamlu kemm-il darba, u ghat-talba ta” Mose Alla nidem mid-deni
li kien ried jaghmel lill-poplu tleghu

Il-parabbola ta’ I-iben il-hali

Izda I-kobor tal-hniena ta’ Alla mal-midinbin, narawh fil-parabbola ta’
I-iben il-hali, parabbola li taht xbihat turina kif Alla fil-kobor bla gjies tal-
hniena tieghu jwassal il-midneb biex jindem u jikseb il-mahfra ta’ dnubietu
u jerga’ jithabbeb ma’ Alla.

Il-parabbola ssemmi l-mizerja i fiha l-midneb isib ruhu meta jtajjar
f'hajja bla razan id-dinjita tieghu bhala iben Alla, dinjita li nghatatlu fil-
Maghmudija; il-mizerja ggieghelu jidhol fih innifsu u jintebah bil-qaghda
mwieghra tieghu; tkun il-grazzja ta’ Alla li tibda tahdem fil-midneb u
twasslu biex iqum mill-mizerja li fiha waqa’ u jerga’ lura ghand il-Missier
jitlob hniena. Lest ukoll li jitqies bhala l-inqas wiehed fost il-qaddejja tal-
missier. Izda l-missier jilqghu bil-qalb u b’ferh kbir, ghax rega’ lura
ghandu soghbien u niedem; jaghmillu festa kbira. Izda din inqanqal I-
ghira ta’ I-iben il-kbir, li qatt ma tbieghed minn dar missieru. U hawn
jerga’ jidhol il-missier biex ifiehem lil ibnu l-kbir halli ma jirragunaw
bhan-nies tad-dinja imma jifrah ma’ l-angli ghax midneb rega’ lura ghand
missieru u thabbeb mill-gdid mieghu.

Hi din ir-rikon¢iljazzjoni li Alla jrid, ghalhekk baghat lil Ibnu fid-dinja
biex isalva l-midinbin; ghalhekk ikun hemm ferh kbir fis-sema, ghall-
midneb wiehed li jindem u jerga’ jithabbeb mill-gdid ma” Alla, milli ghad-
disgha u disghin bniedem tajjeb li ma jehtigux indiema.
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I1-25 Hadd tas-sena
I1-Gustizzja Sogjali — I

Kliem il-profeta Ghamos

F'dawn iz-zewgt Ihdud 1i gejjin, il-Knisja trid tkellimna fuq id-dmir
taghna li nimxu dejjem skond is-sewwa u skond il-gustizzja fir-relazzjonijiet
kollha li jkollna mal-bnedmin hutna. Il-hsieb tal-Knisja jfissirulna sewwa
l-profeta Ghamos biz-zewg siltiet mill-Ktieb tieghu li I-Knisja tipproponilna
ghall-meditazzjoni taghna fl-ewwel qari ta’ llum u f'dak tal-Hadd li gej.

X'qged jghidilna l-profeta Ghamos illum? Ghandu kliem iebes ghall-
ghonja ta’ zmienu li jaraw kollhom telf ta’ Zmien il-festi ta” genshom ghax
fihom ma jistghux jahdmu ha jkattru 1-gid taghhom; li ma jahsbuhiex
darbtejn biex iqarrqu lil min jixtri minghandhom; li jipprofittaw mill-faqar
tan-nies u l-htigijiet taghhom u jixtruhom b'xi haga Zghira ha jiehdu
minghandhom dak li hadd ma jridu.

L-ghonja ta’ Zzmien Ghamos u l-amministratur hazin

X'kien ged iwassal l-ghonja ta’ Zmien Ghamos biex igibu ruhhom ma’
kulhadd b’din l-imgiba hekk niegsa mill-verita u l-gustizzja? It-twegiba
jaghtihielna 1-Mulej Gesui fl-Evangelju ta’ llum bil-parabbola tar-ragel
ghani li kelli amministratur li kien ged iberbaqlu gidu. Dan l-amministratur
ra kif ghamel biex malli jitke¢¢a minn xoghlu jsib ghajnuna mill-kredituri
ta’ sidu — habibhom mieghu billi nagsilhom id-dejn taghhom minghajr ma
kellu dritt jaghmel dan. Sidu ntebah x’ gara u fahhar lil dan l-amministratur
qarrieq mhux ghall-imgiba hazina tieghu, imma ghax gharaf sewwa kif
idabbar rasu.

Minn din il-parabbola Gesit johrog hafna taghlim: li ma nistghux naqdu

‘1 Alla ul-flus fl-istess wagqt, jigifieri jekk irridu nagdu ‘1 Alla m’ghandniex .

naghmlu l-flus u l-ghana l-allat taghna, kif kienu ged jaghmlu l-ghonja
ta’ zmien il-profeta Ghamos. Il-qadi ta” Alla hu dejjem ghajn ta’ barka u
sliem ghalina, waqt li -qadi tal-flus ma jgibx mieghu hlief 1nkw1et u qtigh
il-qalb, u toqol dejjem akbar.

L-ghana u I-flus fihom infushom m’humiex xi haga hazina izda malajr
jistghu jsiru okkazjoni ta’ gligh diZonest, ta’ ingustizzja, ta’ serq, ta’ qerq,
f affarijiet zghar ukoll. Ghalhekk Gesii jghidilna biex nuzaw tajjeb il-flus li
jkollna billi naghmlu I-gid ma’ kull min hu f'xi htiega, biex imbaghad ahna
wkoll meta nkunu nehtiegu I-ghajnuna ta” haddiehor, insibu min jghinna.

703

yiry



il

BULLETTIN TA’ [:-ARCID}OCESI

Meta ahna nuzaw tajjeb l-ghana u I-flus li jkollna, u ma ninqdewx
bihom ghal xi gligh dizonest, meta jasal il-waqt insibu postna fl-gherejjex
ta’ dejjem, fis-saltna tas-sema.

L-uzu tajjeb ta’ I-ghana

X'irridu mela naghmlu biex ma naslux ha naghmlu I-flus u l-ghana 1-
allat taghna bhalma ghamlu l-ghonja ta” Zzmien Ghamos, u hekk immorru
fit-telfien ta” dejjem? Dan Alla ma jridux, ghax kif smajna lil San Pawl
jghidilna fit-tieni qari ta” llum, Alla jrid li -bnedmin kollha jsalvaw u jaslu
biex jaghrfu s-sewwa. Ghalhekk baghat lil Ibnu tieghu fid-dinja, biex ikun
il-medjatur taghna, biex jidhol ghalina quddiem Alla Missieru u jaghtina
s-salvazzjoni ta’ dejjem. Din is- salvazz]om rridu nitolbuha minghand
Alla, u ghalhekk San Pawl iheggeg lill-bnedmin kollha biex jerfghu ‘1 fuq
idejn safja bla ghadab u bla glied u jitolbu ghal kulhadd.
. It-talb taghna biex joghgob lil Alla jrid ikun safi, bla ghadab u bla glied
—l-ghadab u I-glied jigu minn min jaghmel l-ghana u l-flus l-allat tieghu;
ghalhekk jekk illum irridu nilqghu t-taghlim li jrid iwasslilna 1-Mulej
irridu nfittxu naghmlu dak li Gesti qalilna wara li temm il-parabbola ta’
l-Evangelju ta’ llum: “Aghmlu ghalikom hbieb bis-sahha tal-gid ta’ I-art
ii tuzawh skond ir-rieda ta’ Alla, halli mbaghad, meta jasal il-wa4t,
jilgghukom fl-gherejjex ta’ dejjem, fis-saltna tas-smewwiet”.
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Is-26 Hadd tas-sena

11-Gustizzja Sogjali — II
L-Ghonja u 1-Foqra

Il-profeta Ghamos u I-parabbola ta’ I-ghani u Lazzru

lum ukoll il-profeta Ghamos ghandu kliem iebes ghall-ghonja ta’
zmienu: jikkundanna l-imgiba taghhom ghaliex tant kienu mehdijin li
jghixu hajja ta’ ghana bla razan li ma kinux ged jintebhu bit-tigrib li kien
gej fuq il-pajjiz kollu, fughom ukoll, anzi fughom l-ewwel, ghaliex huma
kienu se jkunu l-ewwel li jgarrbu I-kefrija tal-jasar, boghod minn pajjizhom.
- F'dawn I-ghonja ta’ Zmien il-profeta Ghamos, ghandna naraw dak-ir-
ragel ghani tal-parabbola li Gesit qal lill-Farizej. Kien ragel ghani, jilbes
. il-porpra u ghazel mill-ifien, u I-hena tieghu kien 1i jaghmel kuljum ikla
mill-ahjar.
Hdejn il-bieb ta” dan ir-ragel ghani kien ipoggi Lazzru, wiehed fqir,
kollu griehi, bil-klieb jilaghqulu I-gerhat tieghu, jistenna li jitrejjaq minn
xi lokma li taga” mill-mejda tar-ragel ghani. -

Zewg suriet ta’ hajja
Gesti jinsisti fuq id-differenzi kbar bejn il-hajja fid-dinja ta’ l-ghani u
l-hajja tal-fqir tal-parabbola, biex tohrog aktar ¢ara d-differenza bejn il-
ha;]a ta’ dejjem ta’ l-ghani u dik tal-fqir; bejn il-hajja fid-dinja l-ohra ta’
min jaghmel l-ghana u 1-flus l-allat tieghu, u dik ta" dak li bhala sehmu
f'din id-dinja ghandu l-faqar u 1-mizerja, li jac¢ettahom b'rabta shiha mar-
rieda ta’ Alla. Dan nghiduh ghax jista’ jigri wkoll li min mhuwiex ghani
u qed jghix fil-fagar ikollu qalbu tant marbuta mal-gid li jghaddi li, bis-
- sewwa jew bid-dnewwa, jara x'jaghmel biex jistaghna, ghax f'qalbu jkun
ged jaghmel l-ghana u 1-gid li jghaddi bhala allat tieghu.

[l-fgir tal-parabbola accetta I-qaghda tieghu ta’ fagar ghax ra li dik
‘kienet ir-rieda ta’ Alla ghalih, u ghalhekk sthaqqlu jigi milqugh fi hdan
Abraham u jgawdi I-hena li minnu kien im¢ahhad tul hajtu fid-dinja.

Il-qaghda f'din id-dinja u fid-dinja I-ohra

Izda l-qofol tal-parabbola ta’ Geslt mhijiex il-qaghda ta’ l-ghani u tal-
fqir f'din id-dinja, imma l-qaghda taghhom fid-dinja li ghad trid tigi — u
din hi I-haga l-aktar importanti, ghaliex sakemm ghadna f'din id-dinja 1-
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qaghda taghna jekk hi tajba, nistghu dejjem intejbuha aktar, u jekk hi
hazina nistghu nbiddluha u naghmluha tajba. U dan hu li jrid jghidilna
1-Mule;j.

L-ghani ra lill-fqajjar Lazzru fil-hena, fi hdan Abraham u talab lil
Abraham jibghatlu lil Lazzru halli jtaffilu ftit il-hruq li kien qed ihoss fl-
infern; izda t-twegiba kienet li dan ma setax ikun, ghax hemm berah hekk
bla gjies li hadd ma jista’ jmur min-naha ghall-ohra. L-ghani ghalhekk
talab lil Abraham jibghat lil Lazzru ghand hutu li ghadhom fid-dinja biex
iwissihom ha jbiddlu hajjithom, izda Abraham jghidlu li ghandhom I-ligi
u I-profeti: iharsu dak li jghidulhom - bizzejjed dan biex jehilsu mill-kastig
ta’ dejjem.

It-taghlim tal-parabbola

Din hi l-parabbola: X'taghlim irid jaghtina Gesti biha? Mhux difficli
taghraf X'inhu t-taghlim ta’ Geslt: sakemm ghadna fid-dinja, nistghu
nehilsu mill-kastig ta’ dejjem, jekk inharsu l-kmandamenti ta’ Alla u t-
taghlim tal-Knisja; mhijiex xi haga iebsa nkunu nafu x’jghallmuna I-
kmandamenti u x'tghidilna 1-Knisja, u sakemm inharsu l-kmandamenti
u noqoghdu ghat-taghlim tal-Knisja ahna nehilsu mill-kastig ta ‘dejjem. u
mit-tieni mewt.

[I-kmandamenti ta’ Alla ma ghandniex infissruhom kif joghgob lilna
jew kif gqed jghidulna hafna profeti foloz ta’ Zminijietna, imma ghandna
nilgghu t-tifsira li dwarhom taghtina 1-Knisja, tifsira mibnija fuq id-dija
tal-verita ta’ Alla, li ma titibiddilx biz-Zminijiet u skond il-fehmiet tan-
nies.

F'qaghda bhal din, jghoddu hafna ghalina t-twissijiet i San Pawl, ried
jaghti d-dixxiplu tieghu Timotju. Jekk irridu niksbu l-hajja ta’ dejjem,
irridu nfittxu 1i jkollna t-tjieba, il-fidi, l-imhabba, is-sabar u I-hlewwsa;
irridu nitqabdu t-tagbida taghna billi nharsu l-ligi bla tebgha u bla htija,
kif tghallimhielna 1-Knisja, jekk irridu li meta jigi I-Mulej isejhilna ghall-
premju ta’ dejjem, iwassalna fejn sab ruhu Lazzru I-fqajjar, "il boghod mit-
tbatijiet horox li jgarrbu ghal dejjem dawk li ghamlu allat taghom il-gid,
l-ghana u I-flus.
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Is-27 Hadd tas-sena
II-Fidi

“Mulej, kattar fina I-fidi”

It-talba li darba ghamlu I-Appostli lill-Mulej Gesii, ahna jehtigilna
naghmluha ta’ spiss: tul hajjitna kollha rridu nitolbu lill-Mulej Gesit biex
ikattar fina 1-fidi, ghaliex ghalkemm nghidu li nemmnu, meta nsibu ruhna
f'xi tigrib, malajr tonqosna 1-fidi u nispiccaw biex, flok nittamaw fl-
ghajnuna ta’ Alla, nghidu li Alla nsiena u ma ghadux jaghti widen ghat-
talb taghna.

Il-hziena fil-gieh, il-gusti mahqura

Dan narawh mill-kliem tal-profeta Habaqqug, li thabbrilna ﬂ-ewwel
qgari ta’ Hum. Il-profeta jiftah qalbu ma’ Alla u jurih kemm hu mdejjaq jara
tant hazen madwaru u jisghob bih jara li Alla jhali kollox ghaddej, ihalli
l-hziena jiddandnu bil-hazen taghhom qisu hadd ma jista” ghalihom. II-
profeta mhux ged jara madwaru hlief il-qerda u l-qilla u t-tilwim tal-
hziena, u hadd ma ged iZzommhom milli jaghmlu kull xorta ta” hazen,
wagt li t-tajbin m’humiex hlief imfixklin u ppersegwitati mill-hziena.

Din il-qaghda ghad tinbidel...

Izda l-Mulej malajr iwiegeb ghat-tnehid tal-profeta u jghidlu li l-inkwiet
u t-tilwim kollu ghad jispi¢¢a u l-hziena jintemmu fix-xejn tant li lanqas
isimhom ma jibqa’ mfakkar izjed. U jkompli jghidlu li jekk qed jara li I-
qgerda tal-hziena qed iddum ma tasal, jizgurah li ghad tasal, Zgur, f' waqtha,
u ghalhekk m’ghandniex ghax naqtghu qalbna. Dan jigrilna ghax iz-
zmien ghalina fid-dinja hu qasir hafna, waqt li ghal Alla elf sena huma
dags jum wiehed. X’se jzommna mela biex ma naqtghux qalbna quddiem
il-hazen kollu li hawn fid-dinja? II-Mulej stess iwegibna, kif wiegeb lil
Habaqquq: “il-gust jghix, ghall-fedelta li ghandu”; il-bniedem gust ma
jagtax qalbu ghax jafda fil-kelma ta’ Alla, ghax jaf li dak li Alla jrid isehh
zgur, meta jkun il-waqgt.

...jekk ikollna fidi shiha u qawwija

[zda ma naqtghux qalbna quddiem il-hazen tad-dinja, jekk il-fidi taghna
hi fidi qawwija u soda li, kif jghidilna Gesiy, tqanqal il-muntanji. “Kieku
jkollkom fidi mqar dags Zerriegha tal-mustarda taslu biex taghmlu hwejjeg
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ta’ l-ghageb, taslu biex iggieghelu sigra tat-tut tinqala’ u tmur tithawwel
fil-bahar. Din tixbiha li Geslt ghazel biex juri lill-Appostli tieghu li Lil-
gawwa tal-fidi taghhom kienu se jaghmlu ghegubijiet kbar.

[I-Ktieb ta’ 1-Atti ta” 1-Appostli jsemmu kemm-il darba l-ghegubijiet i
ghamlu l-Appostli meta xandru 1-Bxara t-tajba tal-Mulej: keccew ix-xjaten,
fejqu I-morda, taw hajja I-mejtin; u dawn 1-ghegubijiet ghamluhom ghaliex
il-fidi taghhom fi Kristu rxoxt kienet fidi shiha, fidi gawwija, u mhux
bhall-fidi taghna, mhux bhall-fedelta lejn il-Mulej.

Kif ikollna fidi qgawwija u soda

II-fidi taghna wkoll tista’ tkun gawwija u shiha bhal dik ta’ 1- Appos*h,
bhal dik ta’ tant qaddisin u nies gusti li tul iz-zminijiet kollha, fi zmienna
wkoll, gharfu jeghelbu u jgibu fix-xejn is-setghat tal-hazen li jahkmu fuq
id-dinja.

X’hemm bzonn ghal dan? Ga ghedna li jehtieg naghmlu taghna t-talba
li ghamlu 1-Appostli lil Gesit: “Kattar fina 1-fidi”, izda I-fidi nkattruha fina
jekk ingisu wkoll it-twissijiet li San Pawl ta lid-dixxiplu tieghu Timotju:
“Heggeg fik id-don ta” Alla li jinsab fik bit-tqeghid ta’ l-idejn, ghahex Alla
ma taniex spirtu ta’ biza’, imma spirtu ta’ qawwa, imhabba u razan”. San
Pawl dan il-kliem qalu lil Timotju bhala isqof 1i kien ir¢ieva il-ministeru
ta’ l-episkopat minghand San Pawl stess bit-tqeghid ta’ l-idejn fl-
ordinazzjoni tieghu. Imma dan il-kliem jghodd ukoll ghall-insara kollha
ghax kull nisrani jir¢ievi d-don ta’ l-Ispirtu I-ewwel bit-tqeghid ta’ I-idejn
fil-Maghmudija, u mbaghad jir¢ievi s-seba’ doni ta” I-Ispirtu s-Santu fil-
Konfermazzjoni. Dawn id-doni jsahhu I-fidi taghna, iqgawwuha kontra
kull theddida u kull tigrib biex bla biza’ ta’ kejn, bla ebda qtigh il-qalb
naghtu xhieda ta’ fidi hajja quddiem id-dinja, Zguri li minkejja I-fatt Ii 1-
hazen dejjem aktar ged jikber u jinxtered fid-dinja, fl-ahhar ir-rebha fuq
id-dinja tkun dik tal-fidi taghna.
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It-28 Hadd tas-sena
" IR-RADD IL-HAJR

Gesu jistenna r-radd tal-hajr taghna

L-Evangelju ta’ llum jurina kemm Alla jistenna minn ghandna li
nroddulu hajr ghall-gid kollu li jaghmel maghna.

Gestt huwa u sejjer lejn Gerusalemm fejjaq ghaxar imgiddmin li talbuh
ihenn ghalihom u jfejjaghom, izda mbaghad soghobbih li wiehed biss
mill-ghaxra li Gesu fejjaq rega’ lura jfahhar lil Alla u jroddlu hajr, ghax
kien jistenna li-l-ulied il-poplu ta’ Alla jkunu minn quddiem biex juri 1-
hajr taghhom lil Alla ghall-gid kollu li jaghmel maghhom; izda fil-fatt dan
ma jigrix, u din hi storja minn dejjem, kif nistghu naraw mill-qari kollu
li thabbar lilna llum; dan il-qari jurina li I-barranin huma lesti jroddu hajr
ghall-gid li jsirilhom minn Alla aktar minn ulied is-Saltna.

II-grajja ta’ Naghman

Nibdew fl-ewwel qari ta” llum, li hu dwar il-fejgan ta’ Naghman tas-
Sirja, li kien pagan. Dan kien marid bil-marda tal-gdiem, u kien sama’ li
f'Lirael kien hemm profeta li seta’ jfejqu; mar ifittxu, izda l-profeta Elizew
langas hareg ikellmu imma baghat jghidlu biss joghdos seba’ darbiet fix-
xamra Gordan u jfig; izda n-Naghman ma ghogbitux l-imgiba tal-profeta;
kien se jerga’ lura lejn pajjizu, izda l-qaddejja tieghu hegguh biex jaghti
widen ghal dak li qallu Elizew; mar joghdos seba’ darbiet fix-xmara
Gordan u hareg imfejjaq. Naghman kien pagan, izda hass li kellu jrodd
hajr lill-profeta u jaghtih rigal sabih, izda Elizew ma ried jatcetta xejn u
Naghman imbaghad bhala sm]al ta’ radd il-hajr lil Alla stqarr li ma kienx
se joffri aktar sagrifi¢dji lill-allat tieghu, imma joffrihom biss lill-Mule;j.

Alla jaghdirna ghax nongsu mir-radd il-hajr...

Il-grajja ta’ Naghman il-pagan turina kemm il-barranin huma lesti biex
iroddu hajr ghall-gid li Alla jaghtihom, waqt li kliem Gestt jurina kemm
ulied is-Saltna huma tqal biex juru hajr lil Alla ghall-gid kollu li jaghmel
maghhom: ma jieqfu qatt jitolbu ‘1 Alla l-grazzji kollha li jehtiegu u, jekk
ma jagilghuhomx, jghidu li Alla nsihom, wagqt li meta 1-grazzji jaqilghulhom
huma jinsew iroddu hajr 1il Alla.

Dan huwa nuqqas serju, izda Alla fil-kobor tal-hniena tleghu ghalina
dejjem lest li jinsa n-nuqqasijiet taghna u ma jbeghidna gatt minn imhabbtu,
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ghax jaf kif ahna maghguna, jaf kif gejna midruba mid-dnub, u ghalhekk
ihenn ghalina. ,

...izda lilna jibgaghlna d-dmir li nroddu hajr

Izda, jekk Alla min-naha tieghu huwa dejjem lest jaghdirna u jhenn
ghalina, min-naha taghna ghandna nfittxu li qatt ma nongsu 1li nroddu
hajr 1il Alla ghall-gid kollu li jaghmel maghna. F'dan jghallimna San Pawl
Missierna, 1i juri lil Timotju I-ferh tieghu li qed ibati minhabba Kristu,
b’sinjal ta’ radd il-hajr ghall-gid kolly, li I-Mulej ghamel mieghu tul hajtu
kollha minn meta sejjahlu fit-triq ta” Damasku biex minn persekutur
tieghu jaghmlu ghodda mahtura f'idejh ha jwassal ismu llll-gnus kollha
tad-dinja maghrufa dak iz-Zmien.

San Pawl igis it-tbatijiet kollha li garrab huwa u jaqdi l-ministeru ta’
Appostlu, il-persekuzzjonijiet, il-habsijiet, il-perikli li ghadda minnhcm
ha jwassal ‘il Kristu lill-gnus, bhala ghemil ta’ radd il-hajr ghal dak kollu
li 1-Mulej Gestt ghamel mieghu. San Pawl kien ferhan ibati sa l-irbit tal-
ktajjen bhala xi hati mill-aghar, ghaliex minkejja I-ktajjen li kienu jorbtuh,
hu ma waqafx ixandar il-kelma ta” Alla; laga’ b’sabar kbir kull tigrib li
gie fuqu biex dan ma jfixklux li jwassal il-Bxara t-tajba lill-maghzulin tal-
Mulej; qalbu qawwija lil jekk jibqa” fidil ghall-missjoni li 1-Mulej fdalu, hu
se jircievi l-kuruna tla-glorja li Alla jwieghed lil dawk kollha li jaghmlu
r-rieda tieghu, ghax kien jaf u jemmen li Alla dejjem izomm kelmtu ghax
hu ma jistax igarraq bih innifsu.
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1d-29 Hadd tas-sena
II-Gurnata Missjunarja

It-talb ta” Mosé u r-rebha fuq I-Ghamalekin

L-ewwel qari ta’ llum habbrilna kif sehhet ir-rebha ta’ 1-Izraelin fuq 1-
ghedewwa taghhom, 1-Ghamalekin. Waqt li I-Izraelin kienu ged jitgabdu
ma’ l-ghedewwa taghhom, Mose, Aaron u Hur telghu fuq muntanja
gholja, jitolbu ghar-rebha tal-poplu ta’ Alla: sakemm Mose kien jitlob
b’idejh merfughinlejn is-sema, l-Izraelin kienu jreggghu lura 1-Ghamalekin,
izcla meta mbaghad bil-ghejja Mosé kien inizzel idejh, 1-Izraelin kienu
jitilfu; ghalhekk Aaron u Hur zammew idejn Mosé merfughin ‘il fuq
sakemm l-Ghamalekin gew meqruda ghal kollox.

Din il-grajja turina kemm Alla kien ta” ghajnuna ghall-poplu tieghu tal-
Patt il-Qadim; izda wisq aktar hu Alla ta’ ghajnuna ghall-poplu tieghu
tal-Patt il-Ghid, poplu miksub minn Kristu bid-demm tieghu minn kull
nazzjon, u gens u lsien; ghalhekk wara l-ewwel gari ahna stqarrejna
flimkien u ghedna: “L-ghajnuna taghna minghand il-Mulej”.

Il-parabbola ta” I-imhallef hazin

U tassew li l-ghajnuna taghna minghand il-Mulej kif jghidilna Gest
stess bil-parabbola ta” I-imhallef il-hazin, li spi¢ca jaghmel haqq ma’
wahda armla fqira mhux ghax kien jimpurtah mill-gustizzja, imma ghax
dejgitu. Dan wassal lil Gesit biex jghid li jekk bniedem hazin jasal biex
jaghmel is-sewwa minhabba l-egoizmu tieghu, Alla ma hu se jonqos qatt
li Jejl u nhar jaghmel il-gid, jaghmel il-gustizzja mal-maghzulin tieghu.

Min huma dawn il-maghzulin tal-Mulej? Huma l-bnedmin perfetti,
imhejjijin ghal kull hidma tajba. B'liema mod tinkiseb din il-perfezzjoni?
Iwegibna San Pawl, fit-tieni qari ta’ llum. Huwa bis-smigh tal-Kelma ta’
Alla u li nkunu midhla tal-Kotba Mqaddsa, li niksbu l-perfezzjoni, ghaliex
l-iskrittura hi mnebbha minn Alla u tiswa hafna biex wiehed jghallem,

icanfar, iwiddeb u jrawwem fil-qdusija. U hekk il-bniedem ikun perfett.

Il-hidma ta’ I-Ispirtu s-Santu fil-Knisja

L-Iskrittura hi mnebbha minn Alla, mill-Ispirtu s-Santu, li ssawwab fuq
il-Knisja wara li 1-Mulej tela’ ghand il-Missier: minn dan l-ewwel Ghid
il-Hamsin nisrani, l-Ispirtu s-Santu qatt ma wagqaf jahdem fil-Knisja bid-
doni u l-karizmi tieghu. U f'din is-sena ta’ thejjija ghall-Gublew il-Kbir

711

Yy



BULLETTIN TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI

tas-sena 2000, sena ddedikata lill-Ispirtu s-Santu, il-Knisja stednitna
nimmeditaw bla heda fuq il-hidma ta’” I-Ispirtu s-Santu fil-Knisja. Dan
ghamel ukoll il-Papa fil-messagg tieghu ghall-Gurnata Missjunarja, li
tfakkarna fid-dmir taghna bhala nsara li naghtu sehemna ghax-xandir ta’
l-Evangelju, ghall-missjoni lill-gnus kollha ta’ l-art.

Is-sinjal tal-hidma ta’ I-Ispirtu s-Santu Illum fid-dinja

Hafna huma s-sinjali tal-hidma ta’ I-Ispirtu s-Santu fid-dinja ta’ um.
Minkejja I-hafna aspetti negattivi tal-hajja ta’ llum: I-individwalizmu, il-
konsumizmu, ir-relattivizmu morali, i¢-¢ahda ta’ principji u valuri socla,
hemm herqa kbira fil-qalb ta’ kull bniedem ghall-Bxara t-tajba ta” Kristu.
Meta nharsu lejn id-dinja ta’ llum bil-gies taghna bhala bnedmin, rna
nistghux ma nkunux pessimisti, u nahsbu li d-dinja miexja lejn it-telfien
taghha. Izda meta nkunu naghmlu hekk, ma nkunux qged inqisu I-hidmna
ta’” I-Ispirtu s-Santu fil-Knisja. U din qed turi tuhha b’hafna modi, tant li
1-Papa wasal biex jghid li riesqa rebbiegha nisranija tassew ta’ l-ghageb.

X'inhuma s-sinjali ta” din ir-rebbiegha? Tutihomina l-istorja ta” dawn
I-ahhar Zminijiet; kiber fost il-popli kollha 1-gharfien tal-valur tal-persuna
umana u tad-drittijiet tar-ragel u tal-mara; hi mxerrda ma’ kullimkien ix-
xewqa ta’ paci vera, li twassal biex tingheleb kull xorta ta’ firda u ta’
_ diskriminazzjoni; hemm spirtu ta’ tolleranza mxerred ma’ kullimkien li
impenn f'hidmiet ta” solidarjeta u ta’ voluntarjat; xewqa li I-gustizzja tkun
l-istess ghal kull bniedem, kull poplu u kull nazzjon u dan l-aktar fil-
gasam ekonomiku. Imbaghad hemm ukoll il-hegga ghax-xandir ta’ 1-
Evangelju li ged naraw fost il-popli li ghadhom kemm ghaddew minn
tigrib kbir, fost il-popli wkoll li ghadhom kemm haddnu t-twemmin
nisrani, li ged ihossu li ghandhom jwassluh lil gnus ohra.

L-Ispirtu s-Santu mhux qed jieqaf mill-hidma tieghu, u dan jimliena bit-
tama li I-millennju 1-gdid jaghtu bidu ghal Zmien gdid u hieni fil-grajja
tal-Knisja ta’ Kristu.
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It-30 Hadd tas-sena

Alla hu dejjem ma' min jiccekken
| u jafda fih

Il-parabbola tal-Farizew u I-pubblikan

[I-Knisja stednitna llum biex imbierku dejjem il-Mulej u nfahhru l-isem
qaddis tieghu, ghaliex hu dejjem lest biex jisma’ I-ilfiq ta’” min hu mgarrab
mill-hemm tad-dinja, u jaghti I-ghajnuna lil min hu gust quddiemu, izda
jbieghed harstu minn fuq il-hZziena u jhassar tifkiriethom minn fuq l-art.

Kemm hu minnu dan jurihulna l-qari kollu ta’ llum. Nibdew bil-
parabbola li thabbritilna fl-Evangelju ta” llum dwar l-imgiba ta’ Farizew
u dik ta’ pubblikan. Il-Farizew mar quddiem nett u bilwieqfa qaghad
jiftahar quddiem Alla bl-ghemil tajjeb kollu li kien jaghmel: isum darbtejn
fil-gimgha u jhallas l-ghexur ta” kull ma kien idahhal; jiftahar li kien
bniedem gust, mhux bhall-bnedmin I-ohra kollha li kienu hallelin u Zienja,
u Janqgas bhal dak il-pubblikan li kien dahal mieghu fit-tempju.

Min-naha l-ohra l-pubblikan baqa’ lura, bilkemm jerfa’ ghajnejh mill-
art, imma kollu soghbien ihabbat fuq 51dru u ptlob ‘1 Alla ]henn ghalih
ghax kien midneb.

Il-pubblikan jigi gustifikat ghax ic¢éekken

Minn dawn iz-Zew§ persuni, min minnhom ghogob lil Alla u gie
gustifikat quddiemu? Iwegibna Gesit stess: il-pubblikan hareg gustifikat
mit-tempju u mhux il-Farizew! Ghaliex ma giex gustifikat il-Farizew li
kien ihares dmirijietu bir-reqqa kollha u ma kienx bniedem hazin, u gie
gustifikat il-pubblikan 1i hu stess stqarr li kien midneb kbir?

Iwiegeb Gesit nnifsu meta jghidilna li min jitkabbar ji¢cekken, u min
jiccekken jitkabbar. Il-Farizew ma ghamilx hag’ohra hlief ikabbar lilu
nnifsu, bhallikieku kien bil-hila tieghu biss li kien ged jghix hajja sewwa
— Alla lill-kburin jegfilhom, u ma jaghtix widen ghal kliemhom; izda Alla
jisma’ lil min jaghraf ix-xejn tieghu, lil min ji¢c¢ekken quddiemu u jitolbu
hniena; ghaliex il-pubblikan, soghbien ghal htijietu, talab mahfra u hniena
u I-Mulej sama’ t-talba tieghu.

L-imgiba taghna skond Bin Sirak
L-istess haga jghidilna Bin Sirak fl-ewwel qari li smajna. Ahna, fl-
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imgiba taghna, mal-bnedmin hutna, nimxu b’zewg u¢uh: nuru rispett u
naghtu gieh lil min hu ghani, lil min ghandu xi setgha, izda mbaghad ma
rridux li jersqu lejn 1-fogra, l-imsejknin, lil dawk li jehtiegu l-ghajnuna
taghna; ma nieqfu qatt naghmlu ghazla bejn min hu ghani u min hu fqir.
U dan kien minn dejjem, sa minn zmien Kristu stess, tant li San Gakbu
fl-ittra tieghu ghandu kliem iebes ghal dawk l-insara ta’ Zmienu li kienu
jaghmlu ghazla bejn min hu ghani u setghan u min hu fqir u mcercer —
l-ghani kien ikollu kull gieh, waqt li 1-fqir jigi mwarrab fil-genb. Izda Alla
jzomm fil-gieh il-fgir u jisimghu dejjem meta jkun il-wagqt. Il-fgir u 1-
imsejken qatt ma ghandu jaqta’ qalbu mill-ghajnuna ta’ Alla, imma ghandu
jkompli jitolbu ghajnuna u hniena sakemm Alla, l-imhallef gust, jaghmel
haqq mieghu. U jekk dan idum ma jsehh, ma jfissirx li Alla ma jismax grib
l-imsejknin, imma jfisser biss li jaghtihom f'waqtha l-ghajnuna 1i tkun
tassew ta’ gid ghalihom. '

Alla hu dejjem ma’ min jafda fih

Kull min hu mgarrab u mnikket mill-hemm tad-dinja m’ghandux
jaghmel hag’ohra hlief jitghallem minn San Pawl, huwa u jimmedita t-
tieni qari li thabbrilna llum. San Pawl meta wasal biex itemm il-hidima
tieghu ta’ appostlu u evangelita, sab ruhu wahdu, abbandunat minn
kulhadd, imma kien jemmen li Alla kien mieghu l-hin kollu, u kien se
jaghtih il-kuruna tal-glorja wara li jkun temm il-girja tieghu u zamm shih
fil-fidi. Alla hu mhallef gust, jghidilna San Pawl, hu l-kuruna tal-glotja
jaghtiha lil kull min bhalu kellu dejjem fiduéja kbira f' Alla: lil dawn kollha
Alla jehlishom minn kull deni u jharishom u jwassalhom ghall-hajja ta’
dejjem mieghu fis-saltna tieghu.
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B , 11-31 Hadd tas-sena
I1-Qaddisin Kollha

Min huma I-gaddisin

- Iumil-Knisja qed tistedinna naghtu gieh lil dawk hutna li tul hajjithom

fid-dinja fittxew 1-hena veru b’imgiba ta’ hajja 1i toghgob lil Alla, imgiba
li 1-Mulej Gestt xandar, fil-bidu tad-diskors tieghu lill-kotra kbira ta’
dixxipli u ta’ nies li ngabru madwaru fuq il-muntanja biex jisimghu
minghandu 1-Bxara t-Tajba tieghu ta’ salvazzjoni.

Dawn hutna ghexu fil-faqar ta’ l-ispirtu, ghax ma kellhomx galbhom
marbuta mal-gid li jghaddi izda gharfu juzaw dan il-gid b’'mod li ma
jitilfu qatt il-gid li jibqa’ ghal dejjem; kienu mgarrbin min-niket jaraw
tant hazen jinxtered fid-dinja, imma kienu jsibu I-farag fil-hsieb ta’ fl-
ahhar kienu se jsaltnu l-verita u 1-gustizzja; gharfu dejjem igibu ruhhom
bil-hlewwa ma’ kulhadd billi kienu jpattu bil-gid u I-barka d-deni kollu
li kien isirilhom mill-hziena; kellhom ghatx kbir ghall-gustizzja mxengin
kif kienu li kulhadd ikollu mharsa d-drittijiet tieghu huwa u jaqdi
sewwa d-dmirijiet; dejjem urew hniena ma’ kulhadd u ghexu hajja ta’
safa, hielsa minn kull tingiz tad-dinja ghax gharfu li hekk biss kienu
jistghu jiksbu I-hajja ta’ dejjem; habirku dejijem biex ikun hemm ghaqda
u sliem bejn kulhadd halli I-bnedmin kollha jaslu biex jifhmu li huma

“1koll ulied Alla, ilkoll mahluqin fuq is-sura u x-xbieha ta” Alla u lkoll
mifdijin mid-demm ghaziz ta’ Kristu.

L-imgiba ta’ dawn hutna kienet ¢anfira ghall-hziena, ghalhekk ma
hamluhomx, u ghamlulhom gwerra, ippersegwitawhom, gidbu fughom,
izda huma gharfu jeghelbu kull tigrib u issa qed igawdu l-hena ta” dejjem
fis-smewwiet.

Huma dawk li hallew din id-dinja fi hbiberija ma’ Alla

Dawn huma 1-Qaddisin li ged naghmlu tifkira solenni taghhom ilkoll
flimkien. M’humiex biss il-Qaddisin li I-Knisja gharfet il-qdusija taghhom
u xandritha mad-dinja kollha u riedet li tinghatalhom gima bhala
Qaddisin u Beati taghha, imma huwa dawk kollha li fuq l-art minn
tfulithom ghexu b’fedelta shiha ghall-weghdiet li ghamlu fil-Maghmudija
taghhom, huma dawk kollha li wara hajja mtajra u midinba mqganglin

‘mill-grazzja ta’ Alla, niedna u soghbiena, kisbu l-hniena ta’ Alla u ghexu

hajja ta’ penitenza ghad-dnubiet taghhom u tad-dinja, u huma wkoll*

dawk il-bnedmin ta’ rieda tajba li Alla nnifsu wrihom it-triq tas-
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salvazzjoni billi bil-grazzja tieghu tahom li jghixu skond ma tghidilhcm
il-kuxjenza retta taghhom.

Huma kotra kbira li hadd ma jista’ jghoddha

Dawn huma dik il-kotra kbira li hadd ma jista’ jghoddha, minn kull
gens u tribl, minn kull poplu u Isien, li San Gwann ra wieqfa quddiem
it-tron ta” Alla u quddiem il-Haruf li kien maqtul, lebsin ilbiesi twal bojod
u bil-frieghi tal-palm f'idejhom, ma jieqfu qgatt jaghtu tifhir u glorja, gherf,
radd il-hajr u gieh, qawwa u sahha lil Alla taghna. Huma dawk li marru
fis-sema wara li ghaddew minn tahbir kbir u haslu u bajdu Ibieshom fid-
demm tal-Haruf, huma jigifieri dawk li ghexu fil-milja kollha taghhom
il-beatitudnijiet: dak l-ghemil kollu li, kif habbar Gesu fuq il-muntanja,
min jaghmlu jikseb l-hena ta’ dejjem.

X’inhi I-hena ta’ dejjem

X'inhi din l-hena ta’ dejjem? Iwegibna San Gwann fl-ewwel ittra tieghu.
Ma nafux x'inhi, ghax ma nafux se nkunu fil-hajja ta’ dejjem: nafu biss
li nkunu henjin b’hena li ma jitfissirx bil-kliem, ghaliex ‘1 Alla narawh kif
inhu u nkunu bhalu. Din il-verita ghandha timliena b’kuragg kbir, biex
nghixu I-beatitudnijiet bil-hegga kollha ta’ hajjitna, minkejja s-sagrifi¢cji
li jitolbu minna. Il-qaddisin fis-sema li ghexuhom tul hajjithom fuq l-art,
jidhlu dejjem ghalina bit-talb taghhom u jagilghulna 1-grazzji li nehtiegu
biex nghixuhom kif jixraqg, halli meta jasal il-waqt ahna wkoll ninghaqdu
ma’ dik il-kotra kbira minn kull poplu u gens 1 nazzjon u Isien li gieghda
quddiem it-tron ta’ Alla u 1-Haruf, biex maghhom ahna wkoll naghtu
tithir u glorja, gieh uradd il-hajr li Alla I-Missier li jista” kollox u lill-Haruf
bla tebgha, Kristu 1-Mulej, li ta hajtu halli alina nkunu qaddisin.
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It-32 Hadd tas-sena “
Alla tal-Hajjin mhux tal-Mejtin

Il-grajja ta’ l-ahwa Makkabej

Hi drawwa tal-Knisja li meta jkun qed joqrob it-tmiem tas-sena liturgika,
thabbrilna l-misteru tal-hajja ta” dejjem. Dan qed taghmlu llum kemm billi
ssemmaghlna xhieda tas-seba’ ahwa Makkabej, li ghelbu t-tigrib tal-
martirju taghhom bil-qawwa tat-twemmin fil-hajja ta” dejjem, u kemm bi
kliem Gest1 li wera kemm kienu mqarrqgin is-Sadducej meta ma kinux
jemmnu fil-hajja ta” dejjem. W

Nibdew bil-grajja ta’ I-ahwa Makkabej: kienu sebgha li, flimkien ma’
ommbhom, gew imgeghlin bid-daqgiet tal-frosta u tan-nerv, jieklu I-laham
tal-majjal, haga li I-ligi ta” Mosé kienet tipprojbiha.

L-ewwel sitta, minkejja 1-mohgqrija li sofrew, ma ridux jiksru 1-ligi ta’
missirijiethom u garrbu mewta l-aktar kiefra, imgawwijin minn ommhom,
hajja ta” dejjem. Kien fadal iz-zghir li kellu biss xi hmistax-il sena, u s-
sultan haseb li jgieghelu jiekol il-laham tal-majjal bil-hafna weghdiet li
ghamillu ta” hena u ta’ ghana f'din id-dinja. Izda dan iz-zaghZzugh ukoll,
imwettaq bil-kelma ta” ommu, Zamm shih fil-fidi ta” missirijietu, u wkoll
sofra l-martirju; fl-ahhar tat ix-xhieda taghha omm dawk is-sebat ahwa.
Alla waqaf maghhom bil-grazzji tieghu ghall-imhabba li wrew ghal-ligi
li Alla kien ta lil Mosé hdejn is-Sinaj, u, ghalkemm-ghexu fi Zmien il-
Patt il-Qadim, qabel ma gie Kristu fid-dinja, u bil-mewt u l-qawmien
tieghu mill-imwiet tana hajja gdida, il-Knisja llum tqimhom bhala martri
taghha. ,

Hi haga tajba titlob ghall-mejtin

Bhas-sebat ahwa Makkabej kien hemm ohrajn fi Zzmienhom li kienu
jemmnu fil-qawmien mill-imwiet u fil-hajja ta’ dejjem; fosthom kien
hemm il-mexxej tal-Lhud fil-glieda kontra l-pagani ghall-harsien tal-
ligijiet ta’ missirijiethom: Guda, il-Makkabew. Dan, wara tagbida harxa
konotra 1-ghedewwa, ghamel gabra ta’ flus u baghatha fit-tempju biex
isiru sagrificdji ta’ tpattija ghad-dnub li kienu ghamlu xi Lhud meta hadu
ghalihom xi hwejjeg tal-pagani, u baqghu mejtin fit-tagbida: Guda giesha
haga tajba u xierqa titlob ghall-mejtin ha jehilsu mill-kastig taghhom u
jidhlu fil-hajja ta” dejjem.
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Il-fehma tas-Sadducej

Izda jekk fil-Lhudija fi zmien il-Makkabej u fi Zmien Kristu kien hemm
hafna jemmnu fil-hajja ta’ dejjem, kien hemm hafna ohra li din il-verita
ma kinux ihaddnuha; fosthom kien hemm is-Sadducej, li kellhom
influwenza kbira fil-pajjiz fi Zmien Kristu, u kienu ghedewwa tal-Farizej
li kienu emmnu fil-qawmien mill-imwiet. Dawn is-Sadducej, biex iwaqqghu
ghac-cajt il-verita tal-qawmien mill-imwiet u tal-hajja ta’ dejjem, lil Gestt
giebulu problema taghhom, li smajna wagqt il-qari ta’ 1-Evangelju; mara
li tizzewweg sebat ahwa, wiehed wara l-iehor, biex thares il-ligi u taghti
tfal lil zewgha, fil-hajja ta” dejjem ta’ min tkun il-mara, ghax is-sebgha
zzewguha? Geslt malajr wegibhom u wrihom kemm kien fieragh il-hsieb
taghhom billi fissrilhom li fil-hajja ta’ dejjem, wara l-qawmien mijll-
imwiet, il-hajja ma tintemmx izda tinbidel: fil-qawmien mill-imwiet la
jzewgu u lanqas jizzewgu, u jkunu bhall-angli tas-sema, ma jmutux izjed;
ikunu hajjin ghax qed jghixu l-hajja ta” Alla, ghax Alla hu Alla tal-hajtin
u mhux tal-mejtin. Da jixhdu Mosé li meta Alla kellmu minn nofs ix-xitla
ta’ 1-ghollieq tagbad, qallu li hu Alla ta” Abraham, Alla ta” Izakk u Alla
ta’ Gakobb, ghalhekk mhuwiex Alla tal-mejtin imma tal-hajjin.

Verita ta’ farag ghalina

It-twemmin fil-qawmien mill-imwiet u fil-hajja ta’ dejjem hu farag kbir
ghalina, kif jghidilna San Pawl fit-tieni ittra tieghu lit-Tessalonkin. Jghidilna
li Alla Missierna habbna u tana l-farag ta’ dejjem u tama shiha fil-grazzja
tieghu li twettagna fil-mixi taghna f'din id-dinja u twassalna ghall-hajja
ta’ dejjem: hu jehlisna mill-Hazin jekk ahna naghmlu dejjem dak li
jikkmandana u jmexxina lejn l-imhabba ta’ Alla u s-sabar ta’ Kristu
sakemm jasal il-wagqt li nidhlu fil-hajja ta’ dejjem, fejn ma jkunx hemm
biki, u niket, u tigrib izda hena u sliem bla gjies.
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1t-33 Hadd tas-sena

Jekk nibgghu shah sa l-ahhar,
ghalina titla' x-xemx tal-gustizzja

Il-hajja ma tintemmx, imma tinbidel

II-Hadd li ghadda I-Knisja fakkritna li wara din il-hajja fid-dinja hemm
hajja ohra, il-hajja ta’ dejjem. Il-hajja taghna f'din id-dinja ghad tintemm,
izda ma tintemmx ghal kollox, ghax tinbidel f'hajja ohra, hajja gdida ta’
hena u sliem bla gjies, hajja li tibqa” ghal dejjem, u ahna nkunu dejjem
ma’ Alla, li narawh wi¢¢ imb’wié¢¢. Din il-hajja gdida hi l-premju tal-
fedelta taghna lejn il-Mulej; wara li jsir haqq minna, ghax ilkoll kemm
ahna, meta nhallu din id-dinja, irridu nidhru quddiem il-Mulej, l-imhallef
gust biex naghtuh kont ta’ I-imgiba kollha taghna. Dan ikun il-gudizzju
partikolari ta” kull wiehed minna malli nhallu din id-dinja, imma hemm
ukoll il-gudizzju universali, dak 1i 1-Mulej jaghmel fl-ahhar tad-dinja,
meta jerga’ jigi b’setgha u qawwa kbira flimkien ma’ l-angli kollha tieghu,
imdawwar mill-Appostli tieghu, biex jaghmel haqq mid-dinja u jaghti 1-
premju lit-tajbin u l-kastig lill-hziena.

Hl-gudizzju universali

Il-hsieb tal-gudizzju jbezzaghna, specjalment il-hsieb tal-gudizzju
universali fJum il-Mulej; izda kliem il-profeta Malakija, li smajna fl-
ewwel qgari ta’ llum, ghandu jwarrab minna kull biza’. Veru li Jum il-
Mulej, kif jghidilna l-profeta, hu jum ta’ qgilla u jum ta’ biza’, jum jahraq
bhal forn, imma hu hekk biss ghall-hziena u ghall-kburin; ghal dawk li
ghandhom il-biza’ tal-Mulej, u jghixu hajja tajba, Jum il-Mulej hu jum ta’
hena u sliem bla gjies, ghax dakinhar titla’ ghalihom ix-xemx tal-gustizzja.

Il-wagqa’ ta” Gerusalemm xbieha ta’ l-ahhar tad-dinja

Fuq dan il-Jum Gest1 kellem lill-Appostli huwa u diehel Gerusalemm
biex ibati u jmut ghalina. Id-dehra tat-Tempju ghagbet lill-Appostli u
bdew jiftahru bid-dehra li raw quddiemhom, izda Gestt habbrilhom 1i
minn dak it-Tempju ma kinitx se tibqa’ gebla fuq gebla, ghax it-Tempju
kien se jiggarraf, biex ma jinbena qatt aktar, wara li Gerusalemm taga’ taht
riglejn il-gnus. ' :

Fid-diskors tieghu, Gest fil-waqa’ ta’ Gerusalemm ra mhabbra wkoll
it-tmiem tad-dinja, u kif it-tigrib tal-belt thabbret mill-grajjiet li sehhu
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gabel li r-Rumani assedjaw lil Gerusalemm, hekk l-ahhar tad-dinja jkun
imhabbar minn hafna grajjiet tal-biza’ — izda ma jkunx ghadu t-tmiem.
Dawn il-grajjiet tal-biza’ Alla jippermetihomt biex ahna nkunu dejjem
imhejjija ghall-migja tal-Mulej, u ma nintelqux jew naqtghu qalbna,
minhabba l-persekuzzjonijiet li jkollna, ghax Gesii jsemmi wkoll il-
persekuzzjonijiet tat-tajbin bhala grajjiet li jridu jsehhu qabel tmiem id-
dinja.

Nirbhu I-persekuzzjonijiet biex insaltnu ghal dejjem

Fuq dawn il-persekuzzjonijiet Geslt jitkellem fit-tul u juri kemm se
jkunu kiefra ghall-fidili tieghu, izda fost dawn il-persekuzzjonijiet I-insara
ma jkunux wahedhom, u ma jsofru ebda telfa imma jiksbu rwiehhom.
Biex dan isehh ghalina, x'irridu naghmlu? Xejn hlief i nkunu fidili ghas-
sejha taghna ta’ nsara. Din il-fedelta nuruha, jghidilna San Pawl, jekk
naqdu dmirijietna fid-dinja bir-reqqa kollha, minghajr ma nitghazznu u
nogoghdu ninhlew fix-xejn. Fi Zmien it-tigrib, f mumenti ta’ diffikultajiet
biex inharsu dmirijietna bhala nsara, m’ghandniex inhallu kollox sejjer
ghal rasu, imma nkomplu naqdu d-dmirijiet taghna tas-soltu, kif nistghu
u sa fejn nistghu, b’fidudja kbira fl-ghajnuna ta’ Alla, li qatt ma tonqosna.
Hu b’dan il-mod li nirbhu t-theddid tal-hziena u nibqghu fidili lejn Alla
bla ma naqtghu qalbna mit-toqol tal-provi li minnhom inkunu ghaddejjin.
Hu x'inhu f'dawn il-provi ma nkunux wahedna, imma jkollna 1-Mulej
maghna, li jharisna, iwettaqna, u jmexxina mill-widien mudlama tad-
dinja, ghas-saltna ta’ 1-hena, il-ferh u s-sliem.
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L-34 Hadd tas-sena
Gesti Kristu, Sultan tal-Holgien kollu

Is-saltna ta’ David

L-ewwel qari ta’ llum ifakkarna f'meta x-xjuh kollha ta’ Izrael marru
f'Hebron, fejn David kien isaltan, u talbuh biex ikun is-sultan ta’ Izrael
kolly; dan isaltan seba’ snin fHebron u tlieta u tletin sena f' Gerusalemm,
u s-snin tas-saltna tieghu kienu snin ta’ gieh kbir ghal IZrael kollu. Izda,
forsi wiehed jista jistagsi, ghaliex illum, fis-solennita ta’ Kristu Re, il-
Knisja trid tfakkarna fuq is-saltna ta’ David?

It-twegiba jaghtihielna - Anglu Gabrijel bil-kliem li qal lill-Vergni Marija,
meta habbrilha l-misteru ta’ l-inkarnazzjoni ta’ I-Iben ta’ Alla: “Int se
tnissel fil-guf u jkollok iben u ssemmih Gesit. Hu jkun kbir u jissejjah Bin
1-Gholi. II-Mulej Alla jaghtih it-tron ta’ David missieru, u jsaltan ghal
dejjem fuq dar Gakobb, u ma jkunx hemm tmiem ghas-saltna tieghu.”

Is-saltna ta’ Kristu

Kliem 1-Anglu lil Marija juru sewwa li s-saltna ta’ Kristu m’hijiex bhas-
saltniet kollha tad-dinja, ulanqas bhas-saltna ta” David f' Hebron u f'Izrael:
hi saltna li se tibga’ ghal dejjem, u ghalhekk m’hijiex bhas-saltniet kollha
tad-dinja li biz-zmien kollha jigu fix-xejn, kif gara wkoll mis-saltna ta’
David f'Izrael li giet fix-xejn meta z-zewg saltniet ta’ Izrael u Guda nqerdu
mill-Kaldin u l-poplu kollu ttiehed fil-jasar. U meta, sebghin sena wara,
intemm il-jasar u l-poplu rega’ lura lejn pajjizu, jahkem fuq Izrael ma kien
 hemm hadd minn nisel ta’ David.

Saltna ta’ gustizzja, imhabba u sliem

X'kienet mela s-saltna li Alla kien se jaghti lil Ibnu maghmul bniedem
fil-guf safi ta” Marija, u kellha tibqa” ghal dejjem? Kienet saltna mhux ta’
din id-dinja, mibnija fuq il-qawwa ta’ l-armi u miksuba wkoll bil-gerq,
imma kienet saltna fil-qlub tal-bnedmin, saltna ta’ qdusija u grazzja, saltna
ta” gustizzja, imhabba u sliem, saltna li tighor fiha I-bnedmin kollha ta’
rieda tajba li huma hbieb ta” Alla, saltna li tinsab fid-dinja, kollha gmiel
u sebh, izda mdallma min-nuqqasijiet u d-difetti tal-bnedmin, saltna li
tilhaq il-kobor shih taghha u tidher fil-milja kollha ta’ gmielha fis-Saltna
tas-smewwiet, Gerusalemm tas-sema, li San Gwann f'dehra ra niezla mis-
sema, imzejna bhall-gharusa ghall-Gharus taghha, Kristu.
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Il-weghda tal-Mulej lill-halliel it-tajjeb

Il-halliel it-tajjeb, imsallab mal-Mulej fuq il-Kalvarju, imnebbah mﬂl—
Ispirtu s-Santu, gharaf x’kienet is-saltna li taghha Kristu kien is-sultan, u
ghalhekk, kif habbrilna l-Evangelju ta’ llum, waqt li kulhadd kien qed
jghajjar lill-Mulej — u 1-halliel l-iehor imsallab ma’ Gestt wkoll - il-halliel
it-tajjeb talab lil Gestt u qallu: “Ftakar fija meta tigi fis-saltna tieghek”, u
Gesti wieghbu: “Illum tkun mieghi fil-genna”.

Kliem Gestt lill-halliel it-tajjeb huma l-aqwa xhieda ghalina li s-saltna
li hu gie iwaqqaf fid-dinja m’hijiex ta’ din id-dinja, imma hija l-genna,
ghalkemm tinsab ukoll fuq l-art u ¢-¢ittadini taghha huma dawk kollha
li helsu mill-jasar tat-tahsir u dahlu fis-saltna tad-dawl, fis-saltna ta’ 1-Iben
ta’ Alla, li bih ksibna I-fidwa taghna, il-mahfra tad-dnubiet u sirna haga
wahda mieghu bhala membri tal-Gisem tieghu 1i hi 1-Knisja.

Membri tal-Gisem ta’ Kristu

Bhala membri tal-Gisem ta’ Kristy, li hi 1-Knisja, ahna fid-dmir naghtu
gieh lil Geslt bhala r-Ras u s-Sultan taghna: hu x-xbieha ta’ Alla li ma
jidhirx: lil Alla hadd ma jarah, imma l-Iben ta’” Alla maghmul bniedem
ghalina, gharrafulna; hu bhala bniedem hu l-kbir fost il-hlejjag kolha,
bniedem bhalna jixbahna f'kollox minbarra d-dnub; fih bhala Alla, kien
mahluq kollox, dak kollu li jidher u dak kollu li ma jidhirx, u hu qabel
kollox ghax hu minn dejjem u bih kollox gieghed izomm. Hu l-ewwel
f'’kollox, ghax bhala bniedem hu l-ewwel li gam mill-imwiet, u bhala Alla
fih tghammar il-milja kollha tad-divinita: bih biss, il-Bniedem-Alla, il-
Missier seta’ jerga’ jhabbeb kollox mieghu bid-demm li xerred fuq is-salib
u b’hekk gieb is-sliem bejn is-sema u l-art.

Quddiem dawn il-veritajiet hekk gholjin, quddiem l-opra kollha tas-
salvazzjoni li sehhet bi Kristu, dmirna hu dejjem li naghtu gieh lil Gest,
is-sultan taghna, is-sultan tal-holgien kollu, Sultan rebbieh, sultan jahkem
fuq il-holgien kollu u kullimkien, f'kull Zmien: Christus vincit, Christus
regnat, Christus imperat.
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Appostolat tat-talb
INTENZJONIJIET GHAS-SENA 1999

Jannar

Generali: Tul din is-sena ddedikata
Hl Alla l-Missier, jalla dawk kollha
li jemmnu jitghallmu jifthu
galbhom ghal Allab’fiducja shiha
bhal dik ta’ l-ulied li jafdaw fil-
genituri taghhom.

Missjunarja: Jalla l-irgiel u n-nisa
kollha tad-dinja jifthu qalbhom
ghal Alla 1-Missier, u jkunu
aktar f'xirka wahda bejniethom.

Lokali: Jalla dejjem nemmnu u
nistqarru li ahna 1-Maltin u 1-
Ghawdxin kollha, u n-nies
kollha tad-dinja niffurmaw
familja wahda, ghaliex ilkoll
ghandna l-istess Missier fis-
smewwiet, u ghalhekk ghandna
nkunu ahwa bejnietna.

Frar

Generali: Jalla jkunu mharsa mit-
theddida ta’ l-ewtanasija u ta’
suwicidju assistit dawk l-aktar
dghajfa fostna, specjalment
dawk imgarrbin minn mard
terminali.

Missjunarja: Jalla]-Knisja fil-Vjetnam
ikollha liberta religjuza shiha u
jkoltha wkoll ir-raghajja li tehtieg
biex taqdi lI-missjoni taghha.

Lokali: Jalla 1-morda kollha ta’
pajjizna, speéjalment dawk li
ghandhom fidi dghajfa, m

jonqoshom qatt il-farag li jigi
mir-Religjon Nisranija.

Marzu

Generali: Jalla l-insara jgibu ‘1
quddiem, bil-mod il-mod, it-
tnehhija tad-dejn finanzjarju tal-
pajjizi foqra, biex is-sena tal-
Gublew, skond il-Kelma ta’
Alla, tkun sena ta’ helsien mid-
djun u ta’ liberazzjoni.

Missjunarja: Jalla, wara 1-
assemblea specjali ghall-Asja
tas-Sinodu ta’ l-Isqfijiet, il-
knejjes tal-post ihabbru I-
Evangelju bla biza’ u bis-safa
kollu b’mod 1i jkun jagbel aktar
mad-dinja religjuza ta’ 1-Asja.

Lokali: Jalla I-gima taghna, matul
ir-Randan, ma tkunx biss
esterna u wirja folkloristika,
imma tkun tabilhagq qima gejja
mill-qalb u twassal ghall-
konversjoni sinciera.

April

Generali: Jalla l-insara bla biza’ ta’
xejn jaghtu xhieda tal-fidi
taghhom fi Kristu rxoxt bi
kliemhom u b’hajjithom kollha,
u hekk jaghtu sehemhom ghall-

bini tac¢-¢ivilta ta’ I-imhabba.
Missjunarja: Jalla fl-Afrika, imgarrba
minn tant tensjoni u vjolenza, il-
Knisja taqdi l-missjoni taghha ta’
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rikonc¢iljazzjoni, fraternita u
sliem.

Lokali: Jalla dejjem napprezzaw is-
Sacerdozju kattoliku, 1-
Ewkaristija u s-sagramenti 1-
ohra, bhala doni ta’ Kristu rxoxt.

Mejju
Generali: Jalla z-zghazagh, bid-
dinamizmu u I-kreattivita
taghhom, ikunu dejjem xhieda
tal-kelma ta’ Gesti, ghajn ta’
tama, hena u sliem.

Missjunarja: Jalla l-genituri nsara,
fuq l-ezempju u bl-ghajnuna ta’
Marija, jedukaw lil uliedhom
f'dik il-fidi li twassalhom ha
jimpenjaw ruhhom fhidma
appostolika u missjunarja.

Lokali: Jalla 1-Vergni Marija tkun
ghalina t-triq li twasalna ghand
Kristu, u ssahhah ir-rieda
‘taghna biex nghixu skond it-
taghlim tieghu.

Gunju
Generali: Jalla f'din is-sena,
dedikatalil Allal-Missier, tikber
ix-xewqa u jissahhah l-impenn
ha tingheleb kull firda biex il-
bnedmin kollha jinhabbu ma’
Alla u ma’ xulxin.
Missjunarja: Jalla 1-Knisja f Macao
tkattar il-qadi missjunarju
taghha favur il-poplu Ciniz.
Lokali: Jalla nsibu fil-Qalb hanina
tas-Salvatur medic¢ina ghall-
fejgan spiritwali taghna u
grazzja ta’ rikonciljazzjoni
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taghna ma’ Alla u mal-

proxxmu.

Lulju

Generali: Jalla l-insara, permezz ta’
l-ospitalita li juru l-aktar ma’
huthom l-emigranti, jaghtu
xhieda hajja ta’ l-imhabba ta’
Alla 1-Missier ghalina Ikoll.

Missjunarja: Jalla l-gharfien tad-
dmir missjunarju taghhom
jidher sewwa fil-Movimenti
godda u fl-organizzazzjonijiet -
ta’ l-appostolat fil-Knisja.

Lokali: Jalla t-turisti li jigu jzuruna
jaraw fostna ezempji ta’
gentilezza u mgiba nisranija.

Awissu

Generali: Jalla, minn generazzjoni
ghall-ohra, ulied Alla 1-Missier
ifahhru u jrodd hajr Ll Alla 1-
Gholi ghall-ghegubijiet kbar libla
heda jaghmel fil-grajja tad-dinja.

Missjunarja: Jalla 1-Knejjes ta’ I-
Amerika Latina, imheggin mis-
Sitt Kungress Missjunarju
Latino-Amerikan, jikru fil-veru
spirtu missjunarju ghall-qadi ta’
l-evangelizzazzjoni 1-gdida.

Lokali: Jalla, flimkien ma’ Marija,
Omm Kristu u ommna,
infahhru l-kobor tal-Mulej,
Missierna u Sid taghna.

Settembru

Generali: Jalla dawk kollha
impenjati fil-mass media dejjem



aktar jagharfu r-respons-
abbiltajiet taghhom ha
jimpenjaw ruhhom = u
jirrispettaw id-dinjita ta’ kull
persuna umana, mahluqa fuq
is-sura u xbieha ta’ Alla 1-
Missier.

Missjunarja: Jalla I-miljuni ta’
refugjati, specjalment fl-Afrika,
ikollhom zgurat il-hobz tal-
Kelma ta’ Alla u programm
effettiv. ta’ ghajnuna u
promozzjoni.

Lokali: Jalla t-tfal li £ dan ix-xahar se
jibdew jattendu l-iskejjel, isibu
dejjem ghajnuna xierqa mill-
genituri u l-ghalliema taghhom,
biex meta jikbru jkunu nsara
awtentici u Cittadini tajbin.

Ottubru

Generali: Jalla l-professuri u 1-
istudenti  fl-Universitajiet

.. kattoli¢i, jimpenjaw ruhhom ha
jgibu ‘1 quddiem kultura
mdawla u moghtija I-hajja mill-
fidi nisranija.

Missjunarja: Jalla l-imghammdin
kollha, imheggin mill-Gublew

il-Kbir li hu hekk qrib, jintebhu -

bil-vokazzjoni taghhom Ili
jaghtu kooperazzjoni mis-
sjunarja shiha lill-Propagazzjoni
tal-Fidi.

Lokali: Jalla dejjem aktar toktor
f'pajjizna l-kuxjenza missjunarja
biex inkunu dejjem minn ta’
Quddiem fl-ghajnuna lill-
missjoni bit-talb taghna u b’kull
mezz iehor.
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Novembru
Generali: Jalla 1-lajéi fil-Knisja,
huma u jghixu l-impenn
taghhom ta’” mghamindin, bit-
talb, il-pariri u I-ghajnuna
* taghhom, jissiehbu ma’ dawk li
Alla jsejjah biex jghixu hajja

sacerdotali, religjuza u
missjunarja.
Missjunarja: Jalla l-anzjani,

bil-hena kollu, jergghu jintebhu
bil-hidma importanti li jistghu
jaghtu fl-isforzi missjunarji
taghna lkoll.

Lokali: Jalla t-tifkira tal-mejtin
taghna tqanqgal fina xewqa li
nghinuhom bit-talb u s-suffragi
taghna ahna u nsahhu dejjem
aktar fina t-tama fil-hajja ta’
dejjem. -

Di¢embru

Generali: Jalla fis-sena 2000 it-
thabbira evangelika “Tweldilna
Salvatur, li hu Kristu 1-Mulej”
tidwi ma’ kullimkien b’'qawwa
mgedda.

Missjunarja: Jalla s-sacerdoti djo-
¢esani jilgghu s-sejha ma taqta’
qatt ghall-qadi missjunarju tal-
‘Fidei donum'.

Lokali: Jalla dejjem inroddu hajr 1il
Alla 1-Missier li tana lil Ibnu
biex ikun il-Feddej taghna, u
flimkien mieghu, tana kollox.
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