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DOKUMENTI MILL-VATIKAN

INSTRUCTION ON DIOCESAN PRIESTS
FROM MISSION TERRITORIES

From the Congregation for the Evangelisation .
of Peoples

1. The universal mission of priests “to the ends of the earth” Acts 1:8)
has been enthusiastically renewed by the Second Vatican Council and the
Magisterium of the Church.' In the Decree on Missionary Activity Ad
Gentes, the Conciliar Fathers exhorted priests to be “profoundly aware of
the fact that their very life is consecrated to the service of the missions”.?

It is above all a missionary spirit that gives life to this priestly service
in the various situations of the world today and, in particular, among those
peoples and in those socio-cultural contexts in which Christ and His
Gospel are still unknown.?

Thus, the prophetic insight of Pius XII's Encychcal Fidei Donum that
the Counciliar Fathers wanted to foster and to make known was
authoritatively underlined by Pope John Paul II in his Encyclical
Redemptoris Missio which “encouraged Bishops to offer some of their
priests for temporary -service in the Churches of Africa, and gave his
approval to projects already existing for that purpose.”

2. As a consequence, this particular form of missionary cooperation’
between the Churches, that is of Fidei Donum priests, which have been

1. Cf. SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL, Decree on the Priesthood Presbyterorum
Ordinis, no. 10 AAS 58 (1966) 1007; JOHN PAUL 11, Encyclical letter Redemptoris
Missio, 7 December 1990, nos. 67-68: AAS 83 (1991) 315-326.

2. SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL, Decree on Missionary Activity Ad Gentes, no. 39:

AAS 58 (1966) 986-987.

Cf. Redemptoris Missio, no. 33: AAS 83 (1991) 278-279.

4.. Redempioris Missio, no. 68; cf. CONGREGATION FOR CLERGY, Directive
Postquam apostoli, 23 July 1980, nos. 23-31: AAS 72 (1980) 360-363; JOHN
PAUL I, Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Pastores dabo vobis, 15 March 1992,
no. 18: AAS 84 (1992) 684-686.
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in place since the middle of last century, remains valid even today. It is
particularly so in the case of the established Churches whose focus is on
those specific Churches not only in Africa but also in other continents —
- such as Asia, Latin America and Oceania — where evangelisation was
needed and is still required today with new enthusiasm and zeal due to
the low living standards and limited personnel.

The exchange of diocesan clergy between the Churches of the mission
territories, whether it is in the same country whose regions and zones are
less evangelized, or in other countries of the same continent in need of
apostolic personnel, or even to other continents of missionary territories,
has been made possible by this missionary gift. In view of the diminished
number of life-time missionaries that are now available from the already
established Churches, this exchange ought to be fostered and promoted.’

3. This exchange among the churches, the fruit of universal communion,
must preserve a strong missionary thrust to counteract the prevalent trend
of a certain number of diocesan priests who, incardinated in their particular
Churches in mission territories, want to leave their own country and reside
in Europe or North America, often with the intention of further studies
or for other reasons that are not actually missionary.

Often their motives are based on the higher living conditions, which
these countries offer, and the need for young priests in some of the
established Churches. These priests are then convinced by such reasoning
not to return to their own country, sometimes with the tacit permission
of their own Bishop, or permanency is then given to such irregular
situations by virtue of the vast distances and poor communication.

4. With this Instruction, therefore, the Missionary Dicastery wishes to
provide norms to govern the sojourn of diocesan priests from mission
territories who are living abroad. Such reasoning is warranted so that the
young missionary Churches which are already short of personnel, and in
particular of priests, are not deprived of ample apostolic strength that is
absolutely indispensable for their Christian life and the ongoing

5. Cf. CONGREGATION FOR THE EVANGELISATION OF PEOPLES, lns&ruction
Cooperatio missionalis, 1 October 1998, nos. 16-17.
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development of evangelisation among those people who for the most part
are not yet baptized.®

5. First of all, this Instruction is intended for diocesan Bishops or their
equivalent in law’ whose ecclesiastical circumscriptions are dependent on
the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples. Thus, they must
adhere to the enclosed norms, applying them immediately so as to resolve
any irregular situations.

This Instruction is also being sent, in agreement with the Congregation
for Bishops, to the Episcopal Conferences of Western Europe, North
" America and Australia, to inform them of the existence of this
phenomenon and to ensure that adequate provisions are made so that a
proper exchange based on a true missionary spirit may be re-established
between the Churches. Furthermore, this Instruction also pertains to other
countries, not cited above, where this same problem occurs.

6. The formation of seminarians in mission territories. The seminary’s
educational programme must ensure that seminarians are well trained in
a true and proper manner concerning the nature and duties of a pastor,
adapting themselves to the pastoral needs of their own particular Church
where they will be incardinated from the moment of their diaconate

-ordination. It is also necessary that they are taught to broaden the horizons
of their mind and heart to the specifically missionary and universal
dimension of the life of the Church.?

In the mission territories one needs to be particularly attentlve during
the seminarian’s formation not to allow an attitude that clamours for the
supposed right to pursue further studies after ordination nor that the blShOp
has the obligation to send him abroad. -

Moreover, it is important to promote the ongoing formation of priests
involving the spiritual, intellectual and pastoral dimensions, be it at a
diocesan, provincial or national level.’

Cf. Instruction Cooperatio missionalis, no. 20..

Cf. C.1.C., can. 381 §2.

Pastores dabo vobis, no. 58: AAS 84 (1992) 759-761.
Pastores dabo vobis, no. 72: AAS 84 (1992) 783-787.
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7. Reasons for staying abroad. One of the principal reasons why
diocesan priests from missionary territories are sent abroad by their
Ordinary is to further their studies in a field that is unavailable in their
own region, with the aim of providing a specific ecclesial service upon
their return.

_The intellectual formation of priests, whether it is in the theologlcal
disciplines or in other fields, should always be clearly useful for the
particular Church. Such was the opinion of the Second Vatican Council
in the Decree Optatam totius: “It is the bishop’s responsibility to send
young men of suitable character, virtue and ability to special institutes,
faculties or universities, so that the various needs of the apostolate may
be met by priests trained to a higher scientific standard in the sacred
sciences and in other appropriate subjects.”!?

So every Bishop, together with his collaborators, should make a careful
selection from among his priests of those who are truly gifted and capable
of further studies. This decision should be based on the needs of the
Diocese, such as teaching roles at the major and minor seminaries, the
permanent formation of clergy, curial officials and particular departments
of the diocesan chancery, or even at a provincial or national level —
which case it would be in-agreement with the Episcopal Conference.

One is strongly advised not to send abroad for further studies those priests
who have personal problems, in the vain hope that they may find a remedy
— instead they should be helped in more appropriate and specific ways.

The Bishop who receives priests of mission territories into his own
Diocese for academic reasons must take care of their spiritual formation,

" a practice that has already borne much fruit in many countries. It would

be advantageous if the Episcopal Conference set down certain .norms
concerning the stay of such priests who are overseas for academic
reasons.'!

- 8. Pastoral assistance to emigrants of one’s own country is another reason
ry

why a diocesan priest may be sent abroad for a certain period.

10. SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL, Decree on the training of priests Optatam totius,
. ~no. 18: AAS 58 (1966) 725.
11. In this regard one can note the directives issued by the Italian, German and U.S.A.
Episcopal Conferences.
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The phenomenon of human mobility is finding new expressions and
truly warrants our pastoral attention. Where it is necessary, Bishops of
missionary countries may choose to send priests to precise locations
abroad. Skilled priests filled with a true missionary spirit are to follow
and gather those men and women of their own country who have emigrated
overseas to assist them spiritually and preserve some link with their
country of origin, since these emigrants and refugees now reside .in
countries, which are largely non-Christian. Obviously this must come
about with the explicit agreement of the Bishops and then later with the
Episcopal Conferences where the emigrants reside.' :

9. One final reason, that one may encounter in exceptional cases, concerns
those situations where priests are forced to leave their own country for
‘reasons of persecution, war or other serious motives. Even if such
situations cannot be foreseen, as often happens, it is still necessary to
clarify the situation and the concerns of each case while bearing in mind
the legal requirements of individual nations that accept refugees.

NORMS

First of all, as a general rule, what is sanctioned by C.I.C., can. 283
§1 is reiterated: “Clerics, even if they do not have a residential office, are
not to be absent from their Diocese for a considerable time, to be
determined by particular law, without at least the presumed permission
of their Ordinary.” '

The Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples requires that all
Bishops and diocesan Priests strictly observe the above canon, in addition
- to those situations indicated in article 3 of this Instruction.

12. SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL, Decree on Bishops Christus Dominus. no. 18:
AAS 58 (1966) 682: PAUL VI, Motu proprio Pastoralis migratorum cura. 15 August
1969: AAS 61 (1969) 601-603: COMMISSION FOR THE PASTORAL

- "ASSISTANCE OF MIGRANTS AND TOURISM, Letter Nella sua sollecitudine,
26 May 1978: AAS 70 (1978) 357-378: C.1.C., can. 568; CONGREGATION FOR
CATHOLIC EDUCATION AND THE PONTIFICAL COMMISSION FOR
PASTORAL ASSITANCE OF MIGRANTS AND TOURISTS, Letter on Human
Mobility and the formation of future priests, 25 January 1986.
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A. Norms for the sending abroad of ordained priests for further
studies

art. 1. — The diocesan Bishop of Mission Countries, after having
ascertained the actual diocesan needs and sought the counsel of his
collaborators, should choose the most able priest, after having asked his
consent, to pursue further studies. He is to designate the field of study in
which the priest must specialize, the Faculty in which we must enroll and
the date of his definitive return. :

art. 2. — Agreement is then sought in writing with the diocesan Bishop
and with the proposed Institute where he has demded to send the priest,
including the question of his financial support.

art. 3. — Some arrangement is then made with this Bishop concerning the
pastoral work which shall be undertaken by the priest only, however, for
the duration of his course and in such a fashion that it is not too
burdensome so as to prevent him from completing his studies in the
allotted time span, nor that he be required to assume an office or position
as laid down by law."?

art. 4. — The diocesan Bishop who receives a priest student from mission
territories into his own Diocese would make sure that a precise agreement
has been reached, as specified above, with the Bishop who is sending the
priest for further studies.

art. 5. — The Bishop who is accepting priest students into his Diocese is

obliged to provide spiritual assistance for them by inserting them into the

diocesan pastoral plan, ensuring that they participate in the life of the
" Presbyterate and accompanying them with fatherly care.

art. 6. — In the eventuality of grave problems, this same Ordinary, after
having discussed them with the Bishop of the said priest, must take
adequate measures that may even result in the termination of permission
to remain in that Diocese."

art. 7. — Any priest who, after having been warned as prescribed by law "

13. As, for example, the position of parish priest, accordm«7 to C.I.C.. can. 522.
14. Cf. C1.C., can. 271 §3.
15. Cf. C.1.C, can. 1347 §1I.
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obstinately refuses, to abide by his Bishop’s decision and return to his
Diocese, will be punished with an appropriate penalty as decreed by law.!®
Before proceeding, however, the Ordinary ought to inform the overseas
Bishop of his intention.

B. Norms for staying abroad to provide pastoral assistance to
migrants

art. 8.— Apart from the norms already noted, either of universal or particular
law, and before appointing a priest of a mission territory as a chaplain to
migrants, the two Bishops involved should come to some understanding,
confirmed in a written agreement, concerning the type and duration of
pastoral work required. Such a priest should be introduced into the pastoral
activities of the Diocese and participate in the life of the Presbyterate.

art. 9. — In the event of numerous emigrant groups, some agreement can
also be made with the respective Episcopal Conferences.

C. Norms for refugee priests who have fled from their country for
grave reasons

art. 10. — Any Bishop who welcomes a refugee priest from a mission
territory into his Diocese, that is, someone who has had to leave his home
for grave reasons, must consult with the Congregation for the
Evangelisation of Peoples prior to giving him a pastoral office.

The Supreme Pontiff John Paul 11, during the course of the Audience
.'granted to the undersigned Cardinal on the 24 April 2001, approved the
present Instruction and ordered its publication.

Rome, from the Office of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of
Peoples, 25 April 2001, Feast of Saint Mark, the Evangelist.

Jozéf Cardinal Tomko
Charles Schleck, C.S.C., Archbishop tit. of Africa,
Adjunct Secretary

16. Cf. CI1.C..can. 273 and can. 1371 §2.

543

Vo,



RS

BULLETTIN TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI

MESSAGE
of the Holy Father, Pope John Paul 1T for the
Twenty-Second World Day of Tourism

1. On the occasion of the Twenty-second World Day of Tourism, which
has its theme “Tourism: A Means of Peace and Dialogue between
Civilizations”, I warmly greet all those who work in various ways in this
important field. Tourism increasingly influences the lives of persons and
nations, and the modern means of communication facilitate the movement
of millions of travellers in search of rest, contact with nature or deeper
knowledge of other peoples’ culture. In responding to these desires, the
tourism industry presents an ever greater range of itineraries offering new
experiences. It can indeed be said that the barriers which kept peoples
apart and made them strangers to each other have practically vanished.
In the phenomenon of tourism, therefore, we see that the world is
increasingly global and interdependent.’ _

In keeping with the United Nations’ decision to proclaim the year 2001
as the “International Year for Dialogue between Civilizations”, the theme
chosen by the World Tourism Organization for the World Day this year
is an invitation to reflect upon the contribution that tourism can make to
dialogue between civilizations. This was a theme which I addressed in this
year’s Message for the World Day of Peace, noting that in the dialogue
between cultures we find “the obligatory path to the building of a
reconciled world, a world able to look with serenity to its own future” (No
3).

2. The development of tourism, particularly cultural tourism, can
undoubtedly benefit both visitors and host communities. Most agree, for -
instance, that major works of art are important for the insight into
civilizations that they provide, and as such they should be more effectively
protected by the international community. In some places, however, mass -
tourism has produced a kind of sub-culture that degrades both the tourists
and the host community: it tends to exploit for commercial purposes the
traces of “primitive civilizations” and “initiation rites still practised” in
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some traditional societies. For the host communities, tourism often

becomes an opportunity to sell so-called ‘exotic’ products: hence the

phenomenon of sophisticated holiday resorts that are cut off from any real

contact with the culture of the host country or that are marked by a °

“superficial exoticism” offered to the curious who are eager for new
sensations. Sadly, this unchecked desire leads at times to humiliating

aberrations, such as the exploitation of women and children in an

unscrupulous sex trade which is an intolerable scandal. Every possible
measure must be taken to ensure that tourism never hecomes a latter-day
form of exploitation, but is instead a point of fruitful dialogue between
different civilizations in which experiences are exchanged in creative
ways.

In a globalized world, tourism is at times an important element in a
process of internationalization that can produce radical and irreversible
changes in the culture of the host communities. Driven by consumerism,
the culture, religious ceremonies and ethnic festivals can become
consumer goods which are increasingly debased in order to meet the
demands of a larger number of tourists. In order to satisfy these demands,
host communities resort to a “reconstructed ethnicity” which is the
opposite of a genuine dialogue between civilizations in which each
respects the authenticity and identity of the other.

" 3. There is no doubt that, when properly oriented, tourism becomes an

opportunity for dialogue between cultures and a valuable service to peace.

By its very nature, tourism contains elements which prepare for this

dialogue. In practice, tourism enables us to take a break from daily life,

* work and the obligations, which necessarily bind us. Thus man can
“consider his own existence and others’ through different eyes: free from
his impelling daily concerns, he has an occasion to rediscover his own
contemplative dimension and recognize the traces of God in nature and
especially in other human beings” (Angelus, July 21, 1996).

- Tourism puts us in touch with other ways of living, other religions and
other perceptions of the world and its history. This helps people to
discover themselves and others, both as individuals and as communities,
immersed in the vast history of humanity, heirs to and responsible for a
universe that is both familiar and strange. This generates a new vision of
others that frees us from the risk of remaining closed in on ourselves.
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On their travels, tourists discover other places, other landscapes and
different ways of perceiving and experiencing nature. Accustomed to their
own home and city, the usual landscapes and familiar voices, tourists see
other images, hear new sounds and admire the diversity of a world that
no-one can grasp entirely. As they do so, they surely grow in appreciation
of all that surrounds them and the sense that it must be protected.- _

~ Travellers in touch with the wonders of creation perceive the Creator’s

presence in their hearts, and they are led to exclaim with sentiments of
deep gratitude: “How delightful are all his works, how dazzling. to the
eye!” (Sir 42:22). '

Instead of shutting themselves away in their own culture, people today
are invited more than ever to open themselves to other cultures and to see
themselves in the light of other ways of thinking and living. Tourism is
a privileged occasion for this dialogue between civilizations because it
sets before the traveller the specific riches that distinguish one civilization
from another; because it summons the traveller to remember history and
the social, religious and spiritual traditions which history has shaped; and
because it favours an ever deepening exchange of riches between people.

4. Therefore, on this World Day of Tourism, I invite all believers to
reflect on the positive and negative aspects of tourism in order to bear
effective witness to their faith in this very important field of human
experience.

Let no-one succumb to the temptation of making free time a period
of “rest from values” (cf. Angelus, July 4, 1993). On the contrary, an ethic
of tourism must be promoted. In this context, the World Ethical Code for
Tourism merits attention. It is the fruit of wide-ranging reflection
undertaken by various nations and tourism associations, and by the World
Tourism Organization. This document is an important step towards
ensuring that tourism is seen not just as one among many economic
activities, but as a privileged means for the development of individuals
and peoples. Through tourism, the cultural heritage of humanity can be
placed more effectively at the service of dialogue between civilizations
and the promotion of a stable peace. It should be noted too that this World
Ethical Code acknowledges the different motives that lead people to travel
the length and breadth of the planet, and refers especially to journeys for
religious purposes, such as pilgrimages and visits to shrines.
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5. The mutual learning which comes through meetings and cultural
exchange between individuals and peoples certainly helps to build a more
fraternal society based upon greater solidarity. Tourism enables people to
live for a time among others and learn about their living conditions, their
problems and their religion; it allows travellers peacefully to recognize
other peoples’ legitimate aspirations-and to share them.

A sound ethic of tourism influences the way tourists behave, fosters in
them a spirit of solidarity, encourages them to make demands not only on
themselves but also on those who organize their trip, and asks them to be
agents of dialogue between cultures in order to build up a civilization of
love and peace. These contacts foster the growth of peaceful relations
between peoples which requires a “tourism with solidarity” based upon
everyone’s participation. Only the sharing of “like with like” can make
intercultural contacts an occasion for understanding, mutual learning and
détente among people. Therefore, every form of effective sharing between
cultures should be encouraged. People living in tourist resorts should be
guaranteed a proper involvement in planning tourist activity so that the
economic, ecological and cultural limits are clearly set out. It would also
help if all the institutions of host countries aimed at ensuring that the tourist
industry is increasingly at the service of persons and the community.

Tourism will thus help to build solidarity among all people and enable
civilizations to meet. It will contribute to understanding among individuals
and nations, and it will play its part in building a peaceful future.

May Christians, whether as tourists or as workers in the industry,
always put the stamp of the Gospel on tourism, mindful of the Lord’s
exhortation: “Whatever house you go into, let your first words be, ‘Peace
to this house!” And if a man of peace lives there, your peace will go and
rest on him” (Lk 10:5-6). May believers be witnesses to peace and bring
serenity to all those they meet.

Praying to the Lord that the experience of travel will always be
permeated by Christian values and become a means of evangelization, I
entrust all those involved in tourism to the maternal protection of Mary,
the Mother of all humanity, and I invoke upon them the abundant blessings
of Almighty God.

From the Vatican, June 9, 2001
IOANNES PAULUS II

[Original text: Italian; translation by Vatican]
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MESSAGG
“tal-Papa ghall-Gurnata Missjunarja Dinjija
21 ta’ Ottubru 2001

“It-tjieba tal-Mulej irrid dejjem nghanni (Salm 89, 2)

Huti gheziez!

1. B’ferh kbir iccelebrajna 1-Gublew il-Kbir tas-salvazzjoni, zmien ta”
grazzja ghall-Knisja kollha. Il-hniena ta’ Alla, li kull- wiehed mill-fidili
- seta’ jhoss, tqanqgalna biex “nagdfu ’1 barra fil-fond”, wagqt li niftakru bil-
gratitudni fl-imghoddi, nghixu bil-hegga l-prezent u nharsu bil:fiducja
lejn il-gejjieni, konvinti 1i “Gesit Kristu hu dak li kien, fl-imghoddi, issa
u ghal dejjem” (Lhud 13, 8) (ara Ittra Apostolika Novo millennio ineunte,
1). Din l-ispinta lejn il-gejjieni, imdawla mit-tama, ghandha tkun il-bazi
tal-hidma tal-Knisja kollha fil-millenju 1-gdid. Dan hu I-messagg li nixtieq
inwassal lil kull WIehed mill- fldlh fll Gurnata Missjunarja Dinjija, 11 se

2. Huwa tassew il-wagqt li nharsu ’l quddiem wagqt li nzommu ghajnejna
fissi fuq wié¢ Gesh (ara Lhud 12, 2). L-Ispirtu gieghed isejhilna’ biex
“nahsbu fuq il-gejjieni li gqieghed jistenniena *“ (Novo millennio ineunte,
3), biex naghtu xhieda u nistqarru lil Kristu, filwaqt li nroddu hajr “ghall-
ghegubijiet 1i Alla ghamel ghalina: ‘It-tjieba tal-Mulej irrid dejjem
nghanni’ (Salm 89, 2)” (ibid., 2). Fl-okkazjoni tal-Gurnata Missjunarja
Dinjija tas-sena l-ohra, ridt infakkar i I-impenn missjunarju jitnissel mill-
kontemplazzjoni hergana ta’ Gesi. In-nisrani li jkun ikkontempla lil Gest
Kristu ma jistax ma jhossux migbud mid-dija tieghu (ara Vita consecrata,
14) biex jimpenja ruhu halli jaghti xhieda tal-fidi tieghu fi Kristu, is-
Salvatur wahdieni tal-bniedem. R
Il-kontemplazzjoni ta’ wiéé¢ il-Mulej tqanqal lid-dixxipli biex
jikkontemplaw ukoll l-ucuh ta’ l-irgiel u n-nisa ta’ Hlum: infatti 1-Mulej
jidentifika ruhu ma’ “l-izghar fost hutu” (ara Mt. 25, 40.45). II-
kontemplazzjoni ta’ Gestl, “l-ewwel u I-akbar evangelizzatur” (Evangelii
nuntiandi, 7), tibdilna f’evangelizzaturi. Iggeghilna nintebhu bir-rieda
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tieghu li jaghti 1-hajja ta’ dejjem lil dawk li I-Missier fdalu f’idejh (ara
Gw. 17, 2). Alla jrid li “I-bnedmin kollha jsalvaw u jaslu biex jaghrfu I-
veritd” (1. Tim. 2, 4) u Gesi kien jaf li r-rieda tal-Missier ghalih kienet
li jhabbar is-Saltna ta’ Alla wkoll llll—bhet l-ohra: “ghalhekk kont
mibghut” (Lq. 4, 43).

" Il-frott tal-kontemplazzjoni ta’ “1-1zghar fost hutu” huwa li niskopru
1i kull bmedem ukoll jekk.b’mod li hu misterjuz ghalina, qleghed ifittex
’l Alla, ghahex minnu hu mahluq u mahbub. Hekk skoprewh l-ewwel
dixxipli: “Mulej, kulhadd jistagsi ghalik” (Mk. 1,37). U I-“Griegi”, ’isem
il-generazzjonijiet futuri, esklamaw: “Nixtiequ naraw lil Gesit’ ** (Gw. 12,
21). Iva, Kristu hu d- dawl veru li jdawwal lil kull bniedem li jigi f’din
id-dinja (ara Gw. 1, 9): kull bniedem ifittxu “u forsi jhossu b’idejh” (Atti
17, 27), imgangal minn gibda gewwinija li lanqas hu stess ma jaf minn
fejn gejja. Hija mohbija fil-qalb ta’ Alla, fejn thabbat ir-rieda tas-
salvazzjoni ghal kulhadd. Alla jaghmilna xhieda u messaggiera ta’ din ir-
rieda. Ghal dan l-iskop huwa jimliena, bhal f’Pentekoste gdid, bin-nar ta’
1-Ispirtu tieghu, bl-imhabba tieghu u bil-prezenza tieghu: “Jiena maghkom
dejjem, sa l-ahhar taz-zmien (Mt. 28, 20).

3. Frott tal-Gublew il-Kbir hu wkoll I-atteggjament li I-Mulej jitlob minn
kull nisrani, li jhares ’il quddiem bil-fidi u bit-tama. II-Mulej jaghmlilna
l-unur 1i jqieghed il-fidu¢ja tieghu fina u jsejhilna ghall-ministeru u jurina
“1-hniena tieghu (ara 1 Tim. 1, 12-13). Din is-sejha mhijiex riservata ghal
xi whud, imma hija ghal kulhadd, kull wiehed fl-istat tal-hajja tieghu. Fl-
Ittra Apostolika Novo millennic ineunte ktibt dwar dan: “Din il-herqa ma
tonqosx li tqanqal fil-Knisja sens gdid ta’ missjoni li ma jistax jithalla
f’idejn grupp ta’ ‘specjalisti’, imma ghandu jinvolvi r—responsabblhta tal-
membri kollha tal-Poplu ta’ Alla. Min iltaqa’ tassew ma’ Kristu ma jistax
izommu ghalih, ghandu jhabbru. Hemm bzonn hegga apostolika gdida li
tkun l-impenn ta’ kuljum tal-komunitajiet u tal-gruppi nsara.... Kristu
ghandu jkun ipprezentat lil kulhadd bil-fiducja. Ghandna nipprezentawh
lill-kbar, lill-familji, liz-zghazagh, lit-tfal, minghajr gatt ma nahbu I-
esigenzi l-aktar radikali tal-messagg ta’ 1-Evangelju, imma nahsbu fil-
htigijiet ta’ kull bniedem rigward is-sensibilita u I-lingwa, fuq l-ezempju
ta’ Pawlu, li stqarr: ‘Sirt kollox ma’ kulhadd, biex insalva lil kulhadd’ (1

Kor. 9, 22)” (n. 40).
B’ mod speCJah is-sejha ghall-mlsSJom tikseb urgenza partikulari, jekk
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inharsu lejn dik il-parti ta’ l-umanita li ghandha ma tafx jew ma taghrafx
lil Kristu. Iva, huti gheziez, il-missjoni fost il-gnus illum hija mehtiega
aktar minn qatt qabel. Ghandi stampat f’qalbi I-wi¢¢é ta’ I-umaninita li stajt
nikkontempla matul il-pellegrinaggi tieghi: dan huwa l-wic¢ ta’ Kristu
rifless f’dak tal-fogra u l-morda, il-wi¢¢ ta’ Kristu li jidher f’dawk li
geghdin jghixu gishom “nghag bla ma ghandhom raghaj” (Mk. 6, 34).
Kull ragel u kull mara ghandhom kull dritt li jigu mghallma “hafna
hwejjeg” (ibid). ,

Quddiem ix-xhieda tad-dghjufija u n-nuqgasijiet umani, it-tentazzjoni
umana, ukoll ghall-appostlu, hija li jibghat in-nies lura. Ghall-kuntrarju,
huwa proprju f’dak il-mument li, filwaqt li nikkontemplaw il-wicc tal-
Mahbub, kull wiehed minna ghandu jerga’ jisma’ l-kliem ta’ Gesi:: “Ma
ghandhomx ghalfejn imorru; aghtuhom intom x’jieklu” (ara Mt. 14, 16;
Mk. 6, 37). B’dan il-mod nesperjenzaw fl-istess hin id-debbulizza umana
u l-grazzja tal-Mulej. Filwaqt li naghrfu d-dghjufija inevitabbli li hija
karatteristika profonda taghna, inhossu l-bzonn li nroddu hajr ’1 Alla ghal
dak li ghamel ghalina u ghal dak li, bil-grazzja tieghu, ghad jaghmel.

4. Kif nistghu ma niftakrux, f’din i¢-¢irkustanza, fil-missjunarji kollha,
ghal ghomorhom l-iskop ta’ hajjithom? B’hajjithom stess, huma jxandru-
“dejjem it-tjieba tal-Mulej” (Salm 89). Mhux rari li “dejjem” jasal sat-
tixrid ta’ demmhom: kemm kienu numeruzi x-“xhieda tal-fidi” fis-seklu
li ghadda! Huwa wkoll bl-ghotja generuza taghhom infushom li s-Saltna
ta’ Alla setghet tikber. Ahna niftakru fihom bi gratitudni u nitolbu
ghalihom. L-ezempju taghhom huwa ta’ stimolu u ta’ ghajnuna ghall-fidili
kollha, 1i jistghu jaghmlu kuragg meta jaraw madwarhom ‘“shaba hekk
kbira ta’ xhieda” (Lhud 12, 1), li b’hajjithom u bi kliemhom xandru u
geghdin ixandru I-Evangelju fil-kontinenti kollha.

Iva, huti l-aktar gheziez, ma nistghux ma jitkellmux fuq dak li rajna
u smajna (ara Atti 4, 20). Rajna I-hidma ta’ 1-Ispirtu u l-glorja ta’ Alla
jidher fid-dghjufija (ara 2 Kor. 12; 1 Kor. 1). Ukoll llum hafna rgiel u nisa
bid-dedikazzjoni u bis-sagrific¢ju taghhom huma ghalina xhieda

‘elokwenti ta’ l-imhabba ta’ Alla. Minn ghandhom irc¢evejna I-fidi u ahna

mgqanglin biex ahna wkoll inkunu habbara u xhieda tal-Misteru.

5. Il-missjoni hija “thabbira mimlija ferh ta’ don li hu ghal kulhadd u li

550



DOKUMENTI MILL-VATIKAN

ghandu jkun offrut lil kulhadd bl-akbar rispett ghal-liberta ta’ kull wiehed:
id-don tar-rivelazzjoni ta’ Alla 1i hu Mhabba u li ‘hekk habb lid-dinja li
ta lil Ibnu l-wahdieni’ (Gw. 3, 16).... Ghalhekk il-Knisja ma tistax twarrab
il-hidma missjunarja taghha fost il-popli u jibqa’ dmir ewlieni tal-missjoni

~ fost il-gnus li thabbar li hu fi Kristu, ‘it-Triq, il-Verita u I-Hajja’ (Gw. 14,

6), li I-bnedmin isibu s-salvazzjoni” (Novo millennio ineunte, 56). Din hija
stedina ghal kulhadd, hija sejha urgenti li jixirgilha twegiba immedjata u
generuza. Hemm bzonn niccaqilqu! Hemm bzonn nibdew mexjin
minghajr dewmien, bhal Marija, Omm Gesl; bhar-raghajja mqganglin
mill-ewwel thabbira ta’ 1-Anglu; bhal Marija Madalena wara li rat lil
Kristu Rxoxt. “Fil-bidu ta’ dan is-seklu gdid, ghandna nhaffu l-pass, ahna
u mexjin fit-triqat tad-dinja.... Kristu Rxoxt jistedinna biex bhallikieku
niltaqghu mieghu ghal darb’ohra fi¢-Cenaklu, fejn fil-ghaxija ta’ ‘l-ewwel
jum tal-gimgha’ (Gw. 20, 19) deher lid-dixxipli tieghu u ‘nefah’ fughom
I-Ispirtu li jaghti l-hajja biex jibdew l-avventura kbira tax-xandir ta I-
Evangelju” (ibid., 58).

6. Huti gheziez! Il-missjoni tesigi t-talb u I-impenn konkret. Hafna huma
I-htigijiet biex 1-Evangelju jixxandar kullimkien.

Din is-sena jahbat il-75 anniversarju tat-twaqqif tal-Gurnata
Missjunarja mill-Papa Piju XI li laga’ t-talba ta’ 1-Opra Pontifi¢ja tal-
Propagazzjoni tal-Fidi biex “jistabbilixxi ‘gurnatata’ talbu ta’ propaganda
ghall-missjonijiet’ li tkun iccelebrata fl-istess jum fid-djocesijiet, fil-
parroc¢i u fl-istituzzjonijiet kollha tad-dinja Kattolika ... u tigbor l-offerti
ghall-missjonijiet” (Sagra Kongregazzjoni tar-Riti: Twaqqif tal-Gurnata
Missjunarja Dinjija, 14 ta’ April 1926. AAS 19 (1927), p. 23s). Minn dak
iz-zmien, il-Gurnata Missjunarja hija okkazjoni spe¢jali biex tfakkar lill-
Poplu kollu ta’ Alla li I-mandat missjunarju jibqa’ dejjem validu, ladarba
“l-hidma missjunarja hija dmir ta’ I-Insara kollha, id-djocesijiet u 1-
parroc¢ci, l-istituzzjonijiet u l-assocjazzjonijiet kollha tal-Knisja”
(Enciklika Redemptoris missio, 2). Hija fl-istess hin ¢irkustanza f’waqtha
biex jigi mtenni li “l-missjonijiet jitolbu mhux biss ghajnuna materjali
imma wkoll tishib fit-thabbir tal-kelma u fil-karita mal-foqra. Dak kollu
li rcevejna minn ghand Alla — il-hajja stess kif ukoll il-gid materjali —
m’humiex taghna” (ibid., n. 81). Din il-Gurnata hija importanti fil-hajja
tal-Knisja, “ukoll ghaliex tghallimna b’liema spirtu ghandna naghtu: fi¢-
celebrazzjoni Ewkaristika, jigifieri bhala offerta 'l Alla u ghall-
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missjonijiet kollha tad-dinja” (ibid.). Jalla mela, dan l-anniversarju jkun-
okkazjoni f’waqtha biex nirriflettu fuq il-bzonn ta’ sforz akbar minn
kulhadd biex inqajmu I-ispirtu missjunarju u naghtu I- ghajnuna materjah
mehtiega 1i l-missjunarji ghandhom bzonn.

7. Fl-omelija ta’ I-gheluq tal-Gublew il-Kbir, fis-6 ta’ Jannar 2001, ghedt:
“Jinhtieg nergghu nibdew mexjin minn hdejn Kristu, bil-hegga tal-
Pentekoste, b’entuzjazmu gdid. Nergghu nibdew mexjin minn hdejh gabel
xejn fl-impenn ta’ kuljum ghall-qdusija, fl-ispirtu ta’ talb u fis-smigh tal-
kelma tieghu. Nergghu nibdew mexjin minn hdejh biex naghtu xhieda ta’
I-imhabba tieghu” (n. 8).

Ghalhekk:

Erga’ ibda miexi minn hdejn Kristu, int li s:b‘t hiiena.

Erga’ ibda miexi minn hdejn Kristu, int li hfirt u qlajt il- mahfra.

Erga’ ibda miexi minn hdejn Kristu, int li garrabt l-ugigh u t—tbatlja.

Erga’ ibda miexi minn hdejn Kristu, int li int ittentat fil-bruda.

Kanta u imxi! -

(Ara Rita ta’ l-gheluq fil-Quddiesa ta’ I-Epifanija tal-Mulej 2001).

Nitolbu lil Marija, Omm il-Knisja, Kewkba ta’ l-evangelizzazzjoni,
takkumpanjana f’din il-mixja, bhalma baqghet mad-dixxipli fil-jum tal-
Pentekoste. Induru lejha bil-fiducja biex, bl-intercessjoni taghha, il-Mulej
jaghtina d-don tal-perseveranza fil-hidma mISSJunarja li hija dmir tal-
komunita kollha tal-Knisja.

- B’dawn is-sentimenti, inberikkom ilkoll.

Mill-Vatikan, 3 ta> Gunju 2001, Solennita tal-Pentekoste.

Gwanni Pawlu 11
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Al Venerato Fratello

il Signor Cardinale

JAMES FRANCIS STAFFORD

Presidente del Pontificio Consiglio per i Laici

1. Ho appreso con piacere che, su iniziativa del Movimento dei Focolari,

si terra a Castelgandolfo, dal 26 al 28 giugno p. v.,un Convegno Teologico
Pastorale sul tema: “I Movimenti ecclesiali per la nuova evangel-
izzazione”. A Lei, che competentemente accompagna e orienta il cammino
dei “movimenti ecclesiali” nella comunione e nella missione della Chiesa,
affido Pincarico di recare il mio cordiale saluto alla Signora Chiara
Lubich, alle collaboratrici ed ai collaboratori, come pure ai relatori del
Convegno e a tutti i sacerdoti, i diaconi permanenti e i seminaristi studenti
di teologia che prenderanno parte ad esso.

Nella Lettera apostolica Novo millennio ineunte ho trac01ato Ie linee

del cammino che la Chiesa, sospinta dall’abbondante effusione di grazia

verificatasi nel recente Grande Giubileo, & chiamata a percorrere all’alba
del terzo millennio. La Chiesa deve “ripartire da Cristo”, con la sguardo
fisso su di'Lui e, immergendosi nel suo mistero, impegnarsi ad essere per
tutti scuola di comunione e di operosa carita. Sorretta dalla potenza dello
Spirito Santo, nonstante le umane fragilita, la Chiesa potra cosi rendere
testimonianza dell’amore di Dio in tutti gli ambienti dov’& in gioco la vita
dell’'uomo e la construzione della societa. l

Questa missione investe tutta la Comunitd cristiana e i movimenti
ecclesiali costituiscono un “dono provvidenziale” per tale cammino, come
- ho voluto io stesso ricordare nel memorabile incontro del 30 maggio 1998

in Piazza San Pietro. Proprio per questo, nella citata Lettera apostolica ho
sottolineato “il dovere di promuovere le varie realtd aggregative; che sia

nelle forme piu tradizionali, sia in quelle pil nuove dei movimenti

ecclesiali, continuano a dare alla Chiesa una vivacita che & dono di Dio

e costituisce un’autentica «primavera dello Spirito»” (n. 46).

2. A tanti movimenti ecclesiali partecipano anche, insieme a fedele laici,
numerosi sacerdoti, atttratti dall’impeto carismatico, pedagogico,
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comunitario e missionario che accompagna le nuove realta ecclesiali. Questa
esperienza puo risultare quanto mai utile, perché “capace di arricchire la vita
sacerdotale del singolo e di animare il presbiterio di preziosi doni spirituali”
(Pastores dabo, vobis, 31). E ben chiaro nella dottrina della Chiesa cattolica
che i sacerdoti sono innanzitutto chiamati a vivere in pienezza la grazia del
Sacramento, per la quale vengono configurati a Cristo, Capo e Pastore, per
il servizio di tutta la comunita cristiana, in cordiale e filiale riferimento al
Vescovo ¢ fraternamente uniti nel presbiterio diocesano. Essi appartengono
alla Chiesa particolare e collaborano alla sua missione. Ma & vero anche che
“j carismi dello Spirito sempre creano delle affinita, destinate ad essere per
ciascuno il sostegno per il suo compito oggettivo nella Chiesa”
(Insegnamenti di Giovanni Paolo II, VIII/2, 1985, p. 660). Proprio per
questo i movimenti possono essere utili anche ai sacerdoti.

La loro efficacia positiva si manifesta quando i sacerdoti trovano nei
movimenti “la luce e il calore” che li aiutano a maturare in una fervorosa
vita cristiana e, in particolare, in un autentico “sensus Ecclesiae”, che li
spinge ad una pil salda fedelta ai legittimi Pastori, rendendoli attenti alla
disciplina ecclesiastica si da assolvere con slancio missionario alle
incombenze proprie del loro ministero. I movimenti ecclesiali risultanto

~inoltre, “fonte di aiuto e- sostegno nel cammino formativo verso il

sacerdozio”, in particolare per coloro che provengono da specifiche realta
aggregative, fermo restando il rispetto dovuto alla disciplina stabilita nella
Chiesa per 1 Seminari.

E importante, pertanto, evitare che la partecxpamone del sacerdote, del
diacono e del seminarista a movimenti o aggregazioni ecclesiali si risolva
in una chiusura tanto presuntuosa quanto ristretta. Essa deve piuttosto
aprire il loro spirito all’accoglienza, al rispetto e alla valorizzazione di
altre modalita di partecipazione dei fedeli nella compagine ecclesiale,
spingendoli ad essere sempre pilt uomini di comunione, “pastori
dell’msxeme” (cfr Pastores dabo vobis, 62).

3. Con queste premesse, |’ inserimento nei movimenti ecclesiali si tradurra
per i sacerdoti in una possibilita di arricchimento spirituale e pastorale.
Partecipando ad essi, infatti, i presbiteri possono meglio imparare a vivere
la chiesa nella coessenzialitd dei doni sacramentali, gerarchici e
carismatici che le sono propri, secondo la pluriformita dei ministeri, stati
di vita e compiti che la edificano.
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“Toccati” e “attratti” dallo stesso carisma, partecipi di una stessa storia,
inseriti in una stessa compagine, sacerdoti e laici condividono
un’interessante sperienza di con-fraternitd tra “christifideles” che si
-edificano, a vicenda, senza mai confondersi.

Sarebbe tuttavia grave perdita, se si andasse verso una “clerical-
izzazione” dei movimenti. Ugualmente, sarebbe un danno se la
testimonianza e il ministero dei sacerdoti venissero in qualche modo
offuscati e progressivamente assimilati a uno stato laicale. Il sacerdote
deve porsi all’interno di un movimento, al di 1a delle funzioni e mansioni
che in-esso & chiamato ad assumere, come una presenza singolare di
Cristo, Capo e Pastore, ministro della Parola di Dio e dei Sacramenti,
educatore nella fede, tramite di collegamento con il ministero gerarchico.
Anzi, & proprio dal loro apporto che pud dipendere in grande misura la
crescita dei movimenti in quella “maturita ecclesiale” che & stata da me
evocata nel citato incontro della Pentecoste del 1998.

) Incoraggio, pertanto, codesto Dicastero a seguire con attenzione 11
cammino dei movimenti ecclesiali, favorendo un intenso dialogo con loro
e accompagnandoli con pastorale saggezza, non facendo mancare loro,

quando necessario, gli opportum discernimenti, chiarimenti ed

orientamenti.

Affido 4 Maria, la Vergine Fedele, 'incontro e, mentre volentieri
‘assicuro un ricordo nella preghiera per coloro che vi interverranno, invio
- a tutti una speciale Benedizione Apostolica. .

Dal Vaticano, 21 Giugno 2001

Joannes Paulus 11
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MESSAGE |
of the Holy Father to the Youth-of the World on
the occasion of the XVII World Youth Day
2002

“You are thé salt of the earth

You are the light of the world”
(Mt 5:13-14)

Dear Young People!

1. I have vivid memories of the wonderful moments we shared in Rome
during the Jubilee of the Year 2000, when you came on pilgrimage to the
Tombs of the Apostles Peter and Paul. In long silent lines you passed
through the Holy Door and prepared to receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation; then the Evening Vigil and Moming Mass at Tor Vergata
were moments of intense spirituality and a deep experience of the Church;
with renewed faith, you went home to undertake the mission I entrusted
to you: to become, at the dawn of the new millennium, fearless witnesses
to the Gospel. , . ‘

By now World Youth Day has become an important part of your life
and of the life of the Church. I invite you therefore to get ready for the
seventeenth celebration of this great international event, to be held in
Toronto, Canada, in the summer of next year. It will be another chance
to meet Christ, to bear witness to his presence in today’s society, and to
become builders of the “civilization of love and truth”.

2. “You are the salt of the earth. ... You are the light of the world ” (Mt
5:13-14): this is the theme I have chosen for the next World Youth Day.
The images of salt and light used by Jesus are rich in meaning and
complement each other. In ancient times, salt and light were seen as
essential elements of life.

“You are the salt of the earth ...”. One of the main functions of salt
is to season food, to give it taste and flavour. This image reminds us that,
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through Baptism, our whole being has been profoundly changed, because
it has been “seasoned” with the new life which comes from Christ (cf.
Rom 6:4). The salt which keeps our Christian identity intact even in a
very secularized world is the grace of Baptism. Through Baptism we are
re-born. We begin to live in Christ and become capable of responding
to his call to “offer [our] bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable
to God” (Rom 12:1). Writing to the Christians of Rome, Saint Paul urges
them to show clearly that their way of living and thinking was different
from that of their contemporaries: “Do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the.renewal of your mind, that you may discern
what is the will of God, what is good and pleasing and perfect” (Rom
12:2). = ) -
~ For a long time, salt was also used to preserve food. As the salt of the

earth, you are called to preserve the faith, which you have received, and ’

to pass it on intact to others. Your generation is being challenged in a
special way to keep safe the deposit of faith (cf. 2 Th 2:15; I Tim 6:20;
2 Tim 1:14). '

Discover your Christian roots, learn about the Church’s history, deepen
your knowledge of the spiritual heritage which has been passed on to you,
follow in the footsteps of the witnesses and teachers who have gone before
you! Only by staying faithful to God’s commandments, to the Covenant
which Christ sealed with his blood poured out on the Cross, will you be
the apostles and witnesses of the new millennium.

It is the nature of human beings, and especially youth, to seek the
Absolute, the meaning and fullness of life. Dear young people, do not be
content with anything less than the highest ideals! Do not let yourselves
be dispirited by those who are disillusioned with life and have grown deaf
to the deepest and most authentic desires of their heart. You are right to
- be disappointed with hollow entertainment and passing fads, and with
aiming at too little in life. If you have an ardent desire for the Lord you
will steer clear of the mediocrity and conformism so widespread in our
society.

3. “You are the light of the world ...”. For those who first heard Jesus,

as for us, the symbol of light evokes the desire for truth and the thirst for-

the fuliness of knowledge which are imprinted deep within every human
-being. '
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When the light fades or vanishes altogether, we no longer see things
as they really are. In the heart of the night we can feel frightened and
insecure, and we impatiently await the coming of the light of dawn. Dear
young people, it is up to you to be the watchmen of the morning (cf. Is
21:11-12) who announce the coming of the sun who is the Risen Christ.

The light which Jesus speaks of in the Gospel is the light of faith, God’s
free gift, which enlightens the heart and clarifies the mind. “It is the God
who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has shone in our hearts

~ to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God on the face of Christ”

(2 Cor 4:6). That is why the words of Jesus explaining his identity and
his mission are so important: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows -
me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life: (/n 8:12).

Our personal encounter with Christ bathes life in new light, sets us on
the right path, and sends us out to be his witnesses. This new way of
looking at the world and at people, which comes to us from him, leads
us more deeply into the mystery of faith, which is not just a collection
of theoretical assertions to be accepted and approved by the mind, but an
experience to be had, a truth to be lived, the salt and light of all reality
(cf. Veritatis Splendor, 88).

In this secularized age, when many of our contemporaries think and
act as if God did not exist or are attracted to irrational forms of religion,
it is you, dear young people, who must show that faith is a personal
decision which involves your whole life. Let the Gospel be the measure
and guide of life’s decisions and plans! Then you will be missionaries in
all that you do and say, and wherever you work and live you will be signs
of God’s love, credible witnesses to the loving presence of Jesus Christ.
Never forget: “No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a bushel” (Mt
5:15)!

Just as salt gives flavour to food and light illumines the darkness,

-s0 too holiness gives full meaning to life and makes it reflect God’s

glory. How many saints, especially young saints, can we count in the
Church history! In their love for God their heroic virtues shone before
the world, and so they became models of life which the Church has held
up for imitation by all. Let us remember only a few of them: Agnes of
Rome, Andrew of Phi Yén, Pedro Calungsod, Josephine Bakhita,
Thérése of Lisieux, Pier Giorgio Frassati, Marcel Callo, Francisco
Castelld Aleu or again Kateri Tekakwitha, the young Iroquois called
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“the lily of the Mohawks”. Through the intercession of this great host
of witnesses, may God make you too, dear young people, the saints of
the third millennium!

4. Dear friends, it is time to get ready for the Seventeenth World Youth
Day. I invite you to read and study the Apostolic Letter Novo Millennio
Ineunte, which I wrote at the beginning of the year to accompany all
Christians on this new stage of the life of the Church and humanity: “A
new century, a new millennium are opening in the light of Christ. But not
everyone can see this light. Ours is the wonderful and demanding task of
becoming its ‘reflection’ ” (No. 54). .

Yes, now is the time for mission! In your Dioceses and parishes, in
your movements, associations and communities, Christ is calling you. The
Church welcomes you and wishes to be your home and your school of
communion and prayer. Study the Word of God and let it enlighten your
minds and hearts. Draw strength from the sacramental grace of
Reconciliation and the Eucharist. Visit the Lord in that “heart to heart”
contact that is Eucharistic Adoration. Day after day, you will receive new
energy to help you to bring comfort to the suffering and peace to the world.
Many people are wounded by life: they are excluded from economic
progress, and are without a home, a family, a job; there are people who
are lost in a world of false illusions, or have abandoned all hope. By
contemplating the light radiant on the face of the Risen Christ, you will
learn to live as children of the light and children of the day” (I Th 5:5),
and in this way you will show that “the fruit of light is found in all that
is good and right and true” (Eph 5:9).

5. Dear young friends, Toronto is waiting for all of you who can make
it! In the heart of a multi-cultural and multi-faith city, we shall speak of
Christ as the one Saviour and proclaim the universal salvation of which
the Church is the sacrament. In response to the pressing invitation of the
Lord who ardently desires *“that all may be one” (Jn 17:11), we shall pray
for full communion among Christians in truth and charity.

Come,jand make the great avenues of Toronto resound with the joyful
tidings that Christ loves every person and brings to fulfilment every trace
of goodness, beauty and truth found in the city of man. Come, and tell
the world of the happiness you have found in meeting Jesus-Christ, of your
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“desire to know him better, of how you are committed to proclaiming the

Gospel of salvation to the ends of the earth! ’ k )

The young people of Canada, together with their Bishops and the civil
authorities, are already preparing to welcome you with great warmth and
hospitality. For this I thank them all from my heart. May this first World
Youth Day of the new millennium bring to everyone a message of faith,
hope and- love'

My blessmg goes with you. And to Mary Mother of the church I entrust
each one of you,; your vocation and your mission. ‘

From Castel Gandolfo, 25 July 2001

Joannes Paulus II
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ITTRA PASTORALI
mill-E.T. Mons Guzeppi Mercieca, Arc1sqof ta’
Malta u mill-E.T. Mons Nikol G. Cauchi,
Isqof ta’ Ghawdex fl-okkazjoni tal-Festa ta’
- Marija Mtellgha s-Sema 2001

L-EVANGELJU F’HAJJITNA

Mahbubin Uliedna,

Fl-okkazjoni tal-festa tant ghaziza tat-tlugh ta’ Sidtna Marija fis- Sema
din is-sena nixtiequ nagsmu maghkom, bhala ahwa fi Kristu, ftit
riflessjonijiet dwar il-pariri ta’ Missier Spiritwali li 1-Papa Gwanni II
offrielna fil-Pellegrinagg li ghamel fostna tliet xhur ilu, fit-8 u d-9 ta’
Mejju 2001. ’

Nistghu nghidu li 1-Papa, I-ewwel ma kellimna kien bl-ezempju tieghu.
Huwa ghamel sagrificcji kbar biex gie fostna halli jibbeatifika lil tlieta
minn hutna. Il-migja tieghu mill-gdid f’artna, minkejja li biex gie kien
jinhtieglu jgorr is-salib tqil ta’ thatija fizika partikolari, urietna li jkun tqil
kemm ikun tqil is-sagrific¢ju, il-Papa ma jibzax minnu.

, Hawnhekk diga ghandna taghlima prezzjuza, li ma nistghux inkunu
tabxlhaqq dixxipli ta’ Kristu, jekk irridu nevitaw kull sagrificc¢ju u nfittxu
biss li nissodisfaw il-gosti taghna. :

Fil-Papa stajna ninnotaw energija spirtwali gawwija li I-ghajn ewlenija
taghha hija I-fiducja shiha tieghu fil-Mule; Irxoxt u fl-imhabba kbira
tieghu lejn Marija Santissima. Din hija ghajn li minnha nistghu nixorbu

Ikoll kemm afina. Hlja ghajn ta’ ilma safi u bnin li tghinna nissaffew .

spiritwalment u, quddiem is-sagrificcji li jitolbu minna r-rieda ta’ Alla u
l-misteru tat-tbatija, naghrfu nerfghu ruhna ’1 fuq u nimxu ’l quddiem bis-
sod. - :
It-triq principali lejn din l-ghajn ta’ energija spiritwali hija t-talb. L-
ezempju li jaghtina 1-Papa f’dan ir-rigward jibqa’ haj f’'mohh kulhadd.
Kull darba li 1-Papa jidhol f"post sagru, l-ewwel haga; li jaghmel hija li
jieqaf jitlob. Dawn ikunu mumenti fejn il-Papa jinqata’ kompletament
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mill-ambjent ta’ madwaru u jidhol f’komunikazzjoni profonda mal-
Hallieq.

Naghmlu tajjeb jekk, kull wiehed u wahda minna, f’dan l-ezempju tal—
Papa nfittxu l-ispirazzjoni u 1-hegga li ninhtiegu biex nikbru ahna wkoll
fit-talb. ;

Kif nagraw fl-Evangelju, Kristu nnifsu, I-Iben il-Wahdieni ta’ Alla,
ukoll kien ihoss il-bzonn kontmwu li jingabar fit-talb quddiem il-
Missier.

Tradizzjoni kulturali sinjura

L-Evangelju minn dejjem kellu importanza kbira fil-hajja tal-poplu
taghna, minkejja d-dghufijiet u d-difetti taghna fil-mod kif nghixuh.

L-ghagna tal-poplu taghna mat-taghlim ta’ I-Evangelju hija maghrufa.
Kif gal il-Papa fit-8 ta’ Mejju li ghadda hekk kif rega’ rifes fuq artna, il-
pozizzjoni ta’ Malta fl-Ewropa u fil-Mediterran taghmilha werrieta, b’mod
specjali, ta’ tradizzjoni kulturali ghanja wahdanija li l-qalb taghha hi I-
umanezmu tal-Evangelju.

II-Papa ma qalx dan b’ kumbmaZZJom Infatti, huwa kien pront
ifakkarna li ghandna wirt spiritwali u morali 1i ghandu I-hila jfejjaq u-
jgholli d-dinjita tal-persuna umana biex isahhah in-nisga tas-socjeta u biex
izejjen l-attivita umana b’sens u tifsir aktar profond.

Naghmlu sew jekk nifthu widnejna berah ghall-pariri li tana I-Papa
meta heggigna biex nghozzu s-sejha Nisranija taghna; biex inkunu kburin
bil-wirt religjuz u kulturali taghna; biex inharsu lejn il-gejjieni b’tama; u
biex nimxu b’hegga gdida halli naghmlu dan il-Millennju gdid zmien ta’
solidarjetd u paci, ta’ mhabba ghall-hajja u ta’ rispett ghall-holgien ta’
Alla.

Ir-ricetta lejn dan kollu trid tkun dik ta’ tigdid evangeliku profond u
konkret i jghinna nsiru bnedmin godda u jwassalna ghal frott spirtwali
bnin u frisk.

Ir-ricetta trid tkun ukoll il-kapacita taghna, bhala individwi u bhala
soc¢jeta, li naghrfu xi jrid Alla minna fi¢-Cirkustanzi u I-isfidi partikolari
ta’ zmienna, f’dinja fejn ir-ruh hafna drabi qed tispi¢ca mahnuqa minn

mentalitajiet u mgibiet maqtughin mid-disinn tal-Hallieq ghall-bniedem.

L-interess spiritwali, gatt m’ghandhom j Jlgu ssagrifikat biex niksbu xi
vantaggi materjali.
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Evangelizzazzjoni gdida

Fid-diskors li ghamel dakinhar tal-Beatifkazzjoni ta’ Dun Gorg Preca,
Nazju Falzon u Swor Marija Adeodata Pisani, il-Papa wriena t-tama
gawwija tieghu li 1-Assemblea tas-Sinodu fl-Arcidjocesi ta’ Malta u I-
Vizta Pastorali li 1-Isqof ta> Ghawdex ged jaghmel fid-djocesi tieghu,
flimkien ma’ inizjattivi ohrajn, jghinu biex irawmu fostna 1-vizjoni tal-
Knisja bhala l-komunjoni tal-Poplu kollu ta’ Alla, vizjoni 1i I-
‘evangelizzazzjoni 1-gdida’ tistenna mill-Kattoli¢i Maltin.

F°din il-komunjoni, spjega Gwanni Pawlu II, hemm funzjonijiet u
ministeri differenti, imma kulhadd hu msejjah biex jahdem flimkien biex
igib ’il quddiem is-saltna ta’ Kristu ta’ gustizzja, paci u mhabba.

Ahna I-Isqfijiet nixtiequ naghmlu taghna l-awgurju herqan tal-Papa li
I-Knisja f’Malta bl-interCessjoni tal-Beati l-godda, timxi ’l quddiem
b’fiducja lejn era gdida ta’ ghagda u responsabbiltd maqsuma bejn kleru,
religjuzi u lajci.

Nixtiequ naghmlu taghna wkoll 1-appell herqan ta’ Gwanni Pawlu II
lill-ghaziza Malta taghna, biex tibqa’ fidila ghall-wirt nisrani, timxi b’qalb
shiha wara Kristu, u ma tibza’ qatt tixhed ghall verita li ssalva u ghall— '
valuri li jwasslu ghall-hajja.

Ikunu kbar kemm ikunu kbar l-isfidi, hadd m’ghandu jaqta’ galbu.
'Bhalma semma l-Papa meta kellem lill-membri tas-So¢jeta tal-MUSEUM,
gziritna hija blata hierga mill-bahar fejn il-hamrija spiss hija baxxa u x-
xemx tikwi. Izda tul is-sekli Malta kienet generuza u fertili b’mod stra-
ordinarju fit-toroq aktar profondi ta’ I-Ispirtu. Il-fidi soda tal-poplu taghna
zgurat li din il-blata tkun hamrija tajba li minnha jitkellem 1-Evangelju.

Is-sejha taghna hija li dan il-gid imprezzabbli nibzghu ghalih u nsahhuh
billi nkunu fidili lejn San Pawl, Missiema fil-Fidi, waqt li nibgghu
f’ghaqda shiha ma’ Pietru u mal-Knisja Universali, biex hekk inkunu
dejjem fidili lejn Kristu.

Sejha unika ta’ Malta

Meta wasal il-mument 1i fih kellu jitlaq minn fostna, il-Papa hass li
ghandu jkellimna wkoll fuq sejha ohra — din id-darba fil-kontest tax-
xiehda li ghandu jaghti pajjizna f’imgibitna mal-pajjizi girien u fix-xena
internazzjonali.
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“Malta gieghda fic-centru tal-Mediterran,” qgalilna 1-Papa. “Ghalhekk

intom ghandkom sejha unika li tkunu bennejja ta’ pontijiet bejn il-popli
tal-bacir tal-Mediterran, bejn 1-Afrika u I-Ewropa. Il-futur tal-paci fid-
_dinja Jlddependl fuq it-tishih tad-djalogu u I-ftehim bejn kulturi u
religjonijiet. Komplu fit-tradizzjonijiet taghkom ta’ ospitalita, u komplu
fl-impenn naZZJonah u mtemazzpnall taghkom b’rizq il- llberta il-
gustizzja u l-paci.
- Fid-dawl ta’ din il-missjoni speqah li 1-Papa afdalna f’1de3na bhala
poplu, ahna l-Isqfijiet nixtiequ nappellaw lil kulhadd, quddiemnett lill-
mexxejja ¢ivili u politici, biex ma nehdew qatt nistinkaw halli naghtu, id
f’id, din ix-xiehda mistennija minna u biex nissaffew minn dak kollu li .
jfixkilna f’dan l-impenn.

Fil-Pellegrinagg tieghu fuq il-passi ta’ San Pawl, Gwarrm Pawlu II
fittex li jqawwi lil dawk li jemmnu u lill-popli ta’ rieda tajba biex
jiddefendu l-hajja, igibu ’1 quddiem ir-rispett tad-dinjita ta’ kull bniedem,
iharsu I-familja kontra t-theddid ta’ zmienna, jifthu qlubhom ghall-fqar
u l-imgarrbin tad-dinja, u jahdmu ghal ordni internazzjonali gdid mibni
fuq ir-regola tal-ligi u fuq solidarjeta ma’ l-inqas ixxurtjati. '

Jalla ahna Ikoll, b’dak li nghidu u naghmlu f’pajjizna stess u 'l hemm
minn artna, naghrfu ngibu dejjem ’il quddiem dawn il- valun ghall-gid
taghna stess f’pajjizna u ghall-gid ta’ kulhadd.

Nitolbu l-ghajnuna ta’ Marija Santissima biex ikollna l-fiducja
spiritwali u l-kuragg nisrani li ninhtiegu, halli nkunu dejjem u kullimkien
tassew hbieb u xhieda ta’ I-Evangelju. ‘

Naghtukom il-barka pastorali taghna b’rahan ta’ kull gid mis-sema.’

Illum, 8 ta’ Awissu 2001, Festa ta’ San Duminku.ineunte

#.GUZEPPI MERCIECA, Arcisqof ta’ Malta

% NIKOL G. CAUCHLI, Isqof ta’ Ghawdex

Joe Magro, Segretarju
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Cirkolari Numru 414

BEATU NAZJU FALZON

Peress li nhar il-Hadd, 1 ta’ Lulju ma tistax issir it-tifkira hturglka shiha
tal-Beatu NaZJu Falzon:

D) Fil-Quddies kollu, fit-Talba tal-Fidili ghandha tizdied din 1-
invokazzjoni: “Mulej, aghtina li fil-laqghat taghna ma’ nies ta’
twemmin u kulturi ohra bhal Beatu Nazju Falzon naghrfu
naghtu xhieda ta’ vera mhabba lejn Alla u bejnietna” u t-talba
tal-gheluq tkun: “Mulej, inti tajtna lil Beatu Nazju Falzon bhala
katekist habrieki fil-Knisja tieghek. Aghmel li bil-ghajnuna tat-
talb tieghu ghalina ahna dejjem nitheggu fit-taghlim nisrani
biex insiru nafuk de_uem aktar u mkbru fl-imhabba tleghek Bi
\Krlstu Sidna.”

- 2) Wara kull Quddlesa tingha’d din it-talba popolari:

“Mulej Alla taghna inti fil-kobor tal:hniena tieghek taghzel
minn fost il-bnedmin, bnedmin bhalhom biex iservuhom u
jghinuhom jiksbu u jzommu d-don tal-fidi u tal-paci tieghek.
Ahna niiiljk hajr ghall-grazzja li ghogbok taghzel minn fostna
I-Maltin lil huna l-Beatu Nazju Falzon, li bit-taghlim u I-hidma
tieghu kien ta’ ghajnuna ghall-Maltin u s-suldati ta’ Zmienu;
bit-talb tieghu, ha Jkun illum ta’ konfort ghalmal Maltm u ghal
- kull min jersaq lejh.” : . ; ,

3) Jixraq li f’din I-ewwel sena tkun esposta X- xbleha u relikwja tal-
Bcatu Nazju Falzon f’kull knmJa

Mahruga mill-Kurja Arcweskovnll ta’ Malta'illufh 28 ta’ Gunju 2001.

% Annetto Depasquale, Isqbf Awziljarju, Vigarju Generali

Mons. Carmel Zammit, Kancellier
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Cirkolari Numru 415

GABRA FAVUR L-ART IMQADDSA

Nhar ilTHadd, 16 ta’ Settembru, fl-Arc¢idjocesi taghna se tigi ¢celebrata
l-gurnata ta’ talb u ta’ ghajnuna ghall-Art Imqaddsa.

B’niket u dispjacir ninnutaw li din is-sena l-inkwiet u 1-glied u t-tixrid
ta’ demm fl-Art Imqaddsa mhux talli ma nagasx, izda zdiedu b’mod
allarmanti. ' ‘

M’ghandniex naqtghu qalbna. Anzi ghandna nzidu t-talb taghna u
noffru sagrificcji biex f’din l-art, li fiha twieled, ghex, ippriedka, fejjaq,
bata, miet u rxoxta Sidna Gesi Kristu jinkiser ic-¢irku ta’ vjolenza u
mibgheda, u bl-ghajnuna ta’ Alla tibda ssehh u taghti frott hidma ta’
rikonc¢iljazzjoni u paci bejn dawk kollha li jghixu f’din I-Art ghaziza.

Hutna I-Insara li jghixu f’din 1-Art Imqaddsa, ged jiltagghu ma’ hafna
diffikultajiet ghall-hajja materjali, kulturali, so¢jali u religjuza taghhom.
Ejjew noffru t-talb taghna lil Alla ghal dawn hutna. Ejjew nippruvaw
nghinuhom ukoll materjalment, billi naghtu l-offerta generuza taghna fil- .
gabra li sejra ssir fil-quddies kollu li jigi ¢¢elebrat fil-knejjes taghna nhar

1is-Sibt filghaxija u I-Hadd, 15 u 16 ta’ dan ix-xahar.

Bl-offerti taghna nghinu biex jinzammu niftuha knejjes, skejjel,
sptarijiet, klini¢i u strutturi ohra ta’ ghajnuna ghal dawn hutna li jghixu
fl-Art Imqaddsa.

Il-Mulej iroddilna kif jaf Hu ghal kull sagrifi¢c¢ju li naghmlu.

Mahruga rriill-Kurja Arciveskovili ta’ Malta, Floriana, illum 3 ta’
Settembru 2001. :

% Annetto Depasquale, Isqof Awziljarju, Vigarju Generali

Dun Charles Bugeja, Agent Kancellier
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Cirkolari Nnmru 415a

Mons. Arcisqof jixtieq ifakkarna nitolbu ta’ spiss ghall-paci fl-Art
Imgaddsa. Ghal dan il-ghan jordna illi fil-Quddies kollu tas-Sibt filghaxija
u ]-Hadd, 8 u 9 ta’ Settembru u 15 u 16 ta’ Settembru, fit-Talba tal-Fidili
tizdied din l-invokazzjoni: “Sabiex Alla jdawwal l-imhuh u jmexxi I-
glub fit-triq tal-Paéi fl-Art li twieled u ghadda hajtu I-Mulej Gesii.
Nitolbu.” '

Mill-Kurja Arciveskovili ta’ Malta, Floriana, illum 3 ta’ Settembru 2001.

% Annetto Depasquale, Isqof Awziljarju, Vigarju Generali

Dun Charles Bugeja, Agent Kancellier
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Cirkolari Numru 416

ILB IEkS TAL-KANONICI

Monsinjur Arcisqof jixtieq ifakkar lill-membri kollha tal-Kleru,
Djocéesan u Religjuzi, illi skond in-normi tal-Knisja, il-Kanoni¢i membri,
kemm effettivi kif ukoll onorarji, tad-diversi Kapitli bhala rogola generali
jistghu jilbsu l-abiti korali u l-insinji specjali tal-kapitlu li tieghu huma
membri biss fil-limiti tad-Djocesi i fiha hu mwaqqaf il-kapitlu.

II-Kappillani, Superjuri Religjuzi u Retturi tal-knejjes huma mitluba
jassiguraw-1i din ir-regola tibqa’ mharsa fil-knejjes li jaqghu taht ir-
responsabbilta pastorali taghhom.

Monsinjur Aré¢isqof ifakkar ukoll li hu mehtieg il-permess ta’ 1-
Ordinarju tal-post biex Kapitli minn Djocesijiet ohra jkunu jistghu jigu
mistiedna biex jiehdu sehem, jew jibaghtu rapprezentant taghhom, f’festi
u celebrazzjonijiet ohra f’din 1-Arc¢idjocesi.

’Mahruga mill-Kurja Arciveskovili ta’ Malta, Floriana, illum 12 ta’
Settembru 2001.

% Annetto Depasquale, Isqof Awziljarju, Vigarju Generali

Dun Charles Bugeja, Agent Kancellier
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GABRA
ta’ Lm42,276 ghal rigal lill-Papa

Il-gabra 1i saret biex jinghata rigal lill-Papa fl-okkazjoni taz-zjara
tieghu f’"Malta fid-8 u d-9 ta’ Mejju 2001 lahget total ta’ Lm42,276.40
— Lm36,276. 40 minn Malta u Lm6,000 minn Ghawdex.

I1-gbir fil-parrocci f’Malta kien Lm26,690.15. I1-bgija tal-flus migburin
f’Malta nkisbu kif gej: Lm4 694.22 minn knejjes mh'ux parrokkjali
Lmi 000 mill-Kapitlu Metropolitan; Lm710 50 minn individwi u
organizzazzjonijiet; u Lm375 minn monasteri.

II-gbir fid-Djocesi ta’ Ghawdex kien Lm4,294 m111—parrocc1 ulml 706
minn knejjes u kappelli ohra.

Il-gabra ghal rigal lill-Papa saret wara sejha ta’ - Arc1sqof ta’ Malta
u I-Isqof ta’ Ghawdex f’Ittra Pastorali li ngrat fil-Quddies ta’ tmiem il-
gimgha tat-28 u 29 ta’ April 2001. L-isqfijiet qalu hekk:

“Bhala turija ta’ radd il-hajr lill-Qdusija Tieghu tkun haga xierqa jekk-
id-Djocesi taghna jaghtu rigal lill-Papa. Hsibna li l-ahjar mod kif isir dan
ikun billi tinghata kontribuzzjoni ta’ flus gejja mill-poplu biex tghin lill-
Qdusija Tieghu fl-opri ta’ karita, li huwa ghandu, u li huma konnessi ma’
I-Appostolat tal-Lajci. Ghalhekk, nhar is-Sibt filghaxija u l-Hadd,5u 6
ta’ Mejju, se ssir gabra fil-knejjes kollha ghal dan l-iskop.”

13 ta> Gunju 2001
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L-EWWEL SESSJONI TA’ L-ASSEMBLEA
TAS-SINODU

Madwar 250 persuna minn kull gasam tal-hajja 1i jifformaw 1-
Assemblea tas-Sinodu ta’ I-Arcidjocesi ta’ Malta se jibdew jiltagghu fl-
ewwel sessjoni ta’ hidma flimkien.

L-Assemblea se tiltaga’ ghada u pitghada — il-Gimgha u s-Sibt, 15 u
16 ta’ Gunju 2001 — fil-Katekumenju, il-Mosta (wara 1-Knisja
Parrokkjali). ‘

Il-laqgha tal-Gimgha se tkun mill-5.30 p.m. sad-9.30 p.m. [l-programm
jinkludi prezentazzjoni minn Fr. Arthur Vella SJ. dwar Attitudni ta’
Knisja f Dixxerniment. Wara, Dun Joe Galea Curmi, Koordinatur tal-
Kummissjoni tas-Sinodu, jitkellem dwar X’inhu s-Sinodu, Fejn Wasalna
u Fejn irridu naslu. Din il-prezentazzjoni tkun segwita minn diskussjoni.

Issir ukoll prezentazzjoni dwar kif se jahdmu t-tmien Gruppi ta’ Hidma
li se jidduskutu t-tmien temi tas-Sinodu: Kultura — Socjeta — Knisja;
Vizjoni ta’ Knisja — komunjoni/poplu b’karizmi u minsteri diversi; Lajci;
Kelma/xandir; Liturgija/Sagramenti; Djakonija/Gustizzja; Zwieg u
Familja; Zghazagh u Adoléxxenti. II-Gruppi ta’ Hidma se jkunu ffurmati
minn persuni proposti mill-Kummissjoni Centrali tas-Sinodu u persuni
ohra proposti minn membri ta’ 1-Assemblea.

Il-laggha tas-Sibt tkun mid-9.00 a.m. sas-1.00 p.m. Fiha jsiru
prezentazzjoni v diskussjoni dwar l-abbozz tad-Direttorju tas-Sinodu
miiejji mill-Kummissjoni Centrali. Id-Direttorju jittratta l-istruttura, 1-
organi, il-procedura u r-regolamenti tas-Sinodu. F’din il-laqgha ssir ukoll
prezentazzjoni ta’ l-aspetti diversi tat-tmien temi tas-Sinodu. Dawn I-
aspetti gew issuggeriti mill-membri tal-Knisja fil-fazi ta’ konsultazzjoni
wiesgha u mifruxa li saret is-sena li ghaddiet.
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PUNTI BAZICI -

ta’ 1-Indirizz ta’ Mons. Ar¢isqof Guzeppi
Mercieca fl-Ewwel Sessjoni ta’ 1-Assemblea
tas-Sinodu Djoéesan

DJALOGU VERU GHALL-GID
TAL-POPLU KOLLU TA’ ALLA

- Nilgaghkom ghal din l-ewwel laggha ta’ l-Assemblea tas-Sinodu
Djo¢esan. Nirringrazzjakom li lqajtu l-istedina tieghi biex
tippartecipaw u nixtieq nuri l-apprezzament kbir tieghi ghall-kontribut
li ged taghtu lili-hajja tal-Knisja f"Malta.

Din l-Assemblea hija pass importanti fil-mixja tas-Sinodu li beda fid-
29 ta’ Settembru 1999 u fl-ewwel fazi tieghu kellu konsultazzjoni
wiesgha hafna mas-socjeta Maltija. Il-punt tat-tluq, ghalhekk, kien dak
li esprima l-peplu b’parteéipazzjoni kbira u b’libertd shiha. Dan
ghaliex, kif jghid il-Kon¢ilju, ‘I hena u t-tama, in-niket u t-thassib tal-
bniedem ta’ llum, fuq kollox tal-foqra u ta’ dawk kollha li jbatu, huma
wkoll I-hena u t-tama, in-niket u t-thassib tad-dixxipli ta’ Kristu, u ma
hemm ebda haga li hi tassew tal-bniedem li huma wkoll ma jhossuhiex
f’galbhom.” (Gaudium et Spes n. 1). B’din I-Assemblea issa nghaddu
ghal kif il-Knisja se twiegeb ghall-htigiet u ghax-xewqat tal-poplu
llum, fid-dawl tal-Kelma ta’ Alla.

Hafna nies minn ogsma differenti

— Kif tistghu taraw, din I-Assemblea hi ffurmata minn hafna nies gejjin
minn ogsma tal-hajja differenti li jirriflettu 1-hajja tal-Knisja f’"Malta.
Il-fatt li Itqajna flimkien hu minnu nnifsu grajja sabiha. Ahna lkoll
ahwa fi Kristu. Gejna hawn minn toroq differenti biex ningabru
flimkien. Mhux proprju dan li tfisser il-kelma ‘sinodu’: li nies minn
toroq differenti jimxu flimkien? Mhuwiex dan espressjoni mill-aktar
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. hajja ta’ dak li I-Knisja hi: il-poplu ta’ Alla migbur fl-ghaqda tal-
Missier u ta’ 1-Iben u ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu (Lumen Gentium n. 4)?

— L-ezer¢izzju nnifsu tal-hidma ta’ I-Assemblea se jkun mod haj kif
nghixu r-realta tal-Knisja. Ahna qeghdin hawn biex flimkien, b’mod
sinodali, naslu ghal dokumenti pastorali li jservu ta’ gwida ghall-hajja
tal-Knisja f’Malta. Imma m’ahniex hawn biss biex nipproducu xi haga.
Qabel xejn, geghdin hawn biex nghixu r-realta ta’ Knisja 1i Alla ged
jitlob minna Ilum. II-Papa Gwanni Pawlu II, fl-omelija fil-quddiesa tal-
beatifikazzjoni ta’ tlieta minn hutna Maltin, semma t-tama gawwija
tieghu li s-Sinodu jghin biex tissahhah il-vizjoni tal-Koncilju Vatikan
HI tal-Knisja bhala komunjoni u biex nimxu 'l quddiem f{’era gdida ta’
ghaqda u koresponsabbilta. ‘

Liberta, sincerita, imhabba u rispett

— F’din I-Assemblea, ejjew naghtu sehemna gabel xejn billi nisimghu lil
xulxin f’ambjent ta’ djalogu veru. Dan l-ezer¢izzju mhux facli. Jitlob
hafna pacenzja. Jien nixtieq li f’din 1-Assemblea nitkellmu b’liberta
shiha u bis-sincerita. Fl-istess waqt, b’hafna mhabba u rispett.

— Tul il-hidma ta’ I-Assemblea, ha nharsu lejn Gesu Kristu bhala t-trig
taghna: ‘Gesi Kristu, Feddej wahdieni tad-dinja, il-bierah, il-lum u
ghal dejjem’ (Lhud 13, 18). Kristu hu t-triq: meta nagbdu din it-triq,

- nafu li geghdin fit-triq it-tajba. Kristu hu t-triq li tressaqna lejn il-
bniedem, fil-htigiet veri tieghu. Kif jghallimna 1-Kon¢ilju, ‘bl-

. inkarnazzjoni tieghu, Hu, l-Iben ta’ Alla, b’¢ertu mod inghaqad ma’
kull bniedem’ (Gaudium et Spes n. 22). Tul il-hidma ta’ 1-Assemblea,
ha nharsu lejn wic¢ Kristu u fl-istess wagqt lejn wicc il-bniedem tal-
lum, lejn il-htigiet tieghu, lejn dak li jimlielu hajtu, lejn dak li jtelliflu
d-dinjita tieghu. Ma nqgeghdux lilna nfusna fi¢-éentru, imma niftakru
li ahna bhala Knisja qeghdin ghas-servizz tal-bniedem, u tas-socjeta,
fuq I-ezempju ta’ Kristu.

— Tul il-hidma ta’ I-Assemblea, ha jmexxina l-Ispirtu ta’ Alla. San Pawl,

fl-Ittra tieghu lill-Korintin (1 Kor 12, 4-7) jispjega dan ¢ar: ‘Hemm
imbaghad diversi doni, imma l-istess wiehed hu 1-Mulej; hemm diversi
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‘hidmiet,imma l-istess Alla, Ii jahdem kollox f’kulhadd. Lil kull wiehed

tinghata r-rivelazzjoni ta’ I-Ispirtu ghall-gid ta’ kulhadd.” Ghalhekk,
fl-istess waqt li ahna nisimghu lil xulxin, ha jkollna qgalbna miftuha
qabel xejn ghall-Ispirtu ta’ Alla, l-Ispirtu li johloq, li jaghti I-hajja, li
jgedded. Ha naghrfu s-sinjali tieghu. B’dan l-ispirtu ta’ dixxerniment,
dawn il-laqghat ta’ I-Assemblea jhallu hafna frott u jilhqu l-iskop
taghhom. '

— Tulil-kidma ta’ I-Assemblea, fia nahidmu bl-Ispirtu ta’ ulied ta’ l-istess
Missier (ara Rum 8. 15-16). Aktar ma naghrfu lil Alla Missierna li
jhobbna, aktar ma naghrfu li ahna wlied ta’ dan [-istess Missier, aktar
ingibu ruhna ta’ ahwa. Fl-istess hidma ta’ evangelizzazzjoni tal-Knisja,
hemm bzonn naghtu xiehda li ahna tassew ahwa. F’din 1-Assemblea,
bi spirtu ta’ wlied, ha nfittxu bhala ahwa I-gid tal-komunita djocesana
kollha. Ma niqfux fl-interess ta’ grupp, jew f’interess ta’ parti jew ta’
sezzjoni, imma nahsbu fil-gid ta’ kulhadd, fl-interess tal-poplu kollu
ta’ Alla. Fl-istess hidma taghna, inkunu wkoll maghquda ma’ l-ahwa
kollha tal-Knisja f’Malta.

Agenda twila

— Ghandna agenda twila quddiemna. Kif tafu, hemm tmien temi li- se
niddiskutu u t-tmienja huma ogqsma ta’ impenn fil-hajja tal-Knisja
f’Malta. M’ahniex se nghidu dak kollu li jista’ jinghad fuq kull qasam;
dan hu impossibbli. Imma rridu naraw x’inhuma l-isfidi ghall-hidma
pastorali tal-Knisja f’dawn l-ogsma llum, meta qed nghixu fi zmien ta’
bidliet mghaggla. Nistudjaw kif se nghaqqdu 1-fedelta lejn Alla mal-
fedelta lejn il-bniedem, kif se nghaqqdu l-wirt nisrani taghna ma’ I-
isfidi ta’ llum u tal-gejjieni. Diffikultajiet ikollna; imma bil-fiduéja
fl-ghajnuna ta’ Alla, neghlbuhom.

— Nixtiegkom titolbu hafna. Lill-Mulej li mexa maghna tul is-snin,
nitolbuh ikun maghna tul il-hidma ta’ I-Assemblea, filwaqt li
niftakru li ‘Jekk il-Mulej ma jibnix id-dar, ghalxejn jithabtu I-
bennejja, jekk il-Mulej ma jharisx il-belt ghalxejn jishar il-ghassies.’
(Salm 126). Din I-Assemblea hi fil-fatt att ta’ fiducja f> Alla. Filwaqt
li naghfru d-dghufija taghna, filwaqt li naghrfu l-limitazzjonijiet
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taghna, naghrfu wkoll il-kobor ta’ Alla, il-qawwa tieghu. Ha
nemmnu fih u nifthu qalbna ghalih. Ejjew infittxu r-rieda tieghu, dak
li hu qieghed juri fis-sinjali ta’ zminijietna u jkollna l-kuragg
naghmlu I-mixja ta’ konverzjoni minn dak li ahna ghal dak Ili
jistenna minna Alla Hlum.

Katekumenju
Parrocéa tal-Mosta
15 ta’ Gunju 2001
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PREZENZA QAWWIJA TA’ LAJCI
FL-ASSEMBLEA TAS-SINODU DJOCESAN

Iktar minn nofs il-membri ta’ I-Assemblea tas-Sinodu Djocesan, li
tinsab fl-ewwel sessjoni taghha, huma lajci. L-Assemblea ged tigbor
flimkien 268 persuna, li huma mqassmin hekk 71 sac':erdoti djoéesani 30
u 83 irgiel.

L-Assemblea tas-Sinodu fethet fil-Katekumenju, il-Mosta (wara I-
Knisja Parrokkjali) il-Gimgha, 15 ta’ Gunju u se tkompli s-Sibt filghodu,
16 ta’ Gunju 2001 (9.00 a.m. — 1.00 p.m.).

Fi kliem Mons. Ar¢isqof Guzeppi Mercieca, li tkellem fil-ftuh ta’ 1-
Assemblea, din hija ffurmata minn hafna nies gejjin minn ogsma tal-hajja
differenti li jirriflettu 1-hajja tal-Knisja f’Malta.

" Mons. Arcisqof sejjah biex fl-Assemblea “nisimghu lil xulxin
f’ambjent ta’ djalogu veru”, fejn “nitkellmu b’liberta shiha u bis-sinéerita
u, fl-istess waqt, b’hafna mhabba u rispett.”

“L-ezercizzju nnifsu tal-hidma ta’ 1-Assemblea se Jkun mod haj kif
nghixu r-realtd tal-Knisja. Ahna geghdin hawn biex flimkien, b’mod
sinodali, nasiu ghal dokumenti pastorali li jservu ta’ gwida ghall-hajja tal-
Knisja f’Malta. Imma m’ahniex hawn biss biex nipproduéu xi haga. Qabel
xejn, geghdin hawn biex nghixu r-realta ta’ Knisja li Alla ged jitlob minna
llum,” gal Mons. Mercieca.

Moderaturi

- Bhala Moderatur ta’ I-Assemblea ntaghzel Dr. André Camilleri. Ms.
Ninette Borg Grech intaghzlet bhala Moderatur Sostitut. -

Il-laggha tal-Gimgha kienet tinkludi prezentazzjoni minn Fr. Arthur
- Vella SJ., dwar l-attitudni ta’ Knisja f’dixxerniment.

Dun Joe Galea Curmi, Koordinatur tal-Kummissjoni tas-Sinodu,
tkellem dwar is-Sinodu nnifsu, li ghandu tliet fazijiet: Konsultazzjoni
wiesgha — li saret is-sena l-ohra; Celebrazzjoni permezz ta’ l-Assemblea
- li ghadha kemm bdiet; u Konkluzjoni permezz ta’ dokumenti pastorali
© i jservu ta’ gwida ghall-gejjieni, segwiti minn implimentazzjoni.
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Wara l-ewwel sessjoni ta’ I-Assemblea se jitwaqqfu 1-Gruppi ta’
Hidma. Kull grupp ihejji abbozz ta’ dokument pastorali fuq wahda mit-
tmien temi tas-Sinodu: Kultura — So¢jetd — Knisja; Vizjoni ta’ Knisja —
komunjoni/poplu b’karizmi u minsteri diversi; Lajé¢i; Kelma/xandir;
Liturgija/Sagramenti; Djakonija/Gustizzja; Zwieg u Familja; Zghazagh u
Adolexxenti. ,

[I-Gruppi ta’ Hidma se jkunu ffurmati minn persuni proposti mill-
Kummissjoni Centrali tas-Sinodu u persuni ohra proposti minn membri
ta’ I-Assemblea. ; v : '

Id-dokumenti li jhejju 1-Gruppi ta’ Hidma, lejn I-ahhar ta’ din is-sena
u matul is-sena d-diehla se jigu diskussi fl-Assemblea. Id-dokumenti
approvati mbaghad jigu pprezentati lil Mons. Arcisqof ghall-
approvazzjoni tieghu. '

Il-procedura ta’ kif se jimxu l-Assemblea u 1-Gruppi ta’ Hidma giet
spjegata minn Dun Anton Gouder, Segretarju Pastorali.

Direttorju

Fis-sessjoni tas-Sibt, Mons. Isqof Annetto Depasquale se jaghmel
prezentazzjoni dwar id-Direttorju tas-Sinodu Djoc¢esan. Id-Direttorju
jittratta I-istrutturi tas-Sinodu u kif ghandhom jirregolaw il-hidma
taghhom. Il-prezentazzjoni tkun segwita minn diskussjoni.

Id-Direttorju jiddeskrivi s-Sinodu bhala espressjoni tal-komunjoni
djocesana u ta’ dixxerniment tal-Knisja f’Malta. “Hu ezerCizzju ta’
approfondiment u diskussjoni ta’ temi ta’ natura pastorali biex il-Knisja
f’Malta twiegeb b’azzjoni pastorali ghas-sinjali taz-zminijiet, fid-dawl tal-
Konc¢ilju Vatikan I1.”

Is-Sibt ukoll, Dun J. Galea Curmi jitkellem dwar is-suggerimenti li
hemm wara kull wahda mit-tmien temi tas-Sinodu. Dawn is-suggerimenti
hargu mill-konsultazzjoni mifruxa li saret f’Malta u li fiha hadu sehem
. madwar -100,000 persuna.

16 ta’ Gunju 2001
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LEJLA TA’ SOLIDARJETA
San Blas - 22 ta’ Gunju 2001
MESSAGG
ta’ Mons. Victor Grech,
Direttur tal-Caritas Malta

Gejna hawn il-lejla biex nifirhu lil dawn is-26 ighaiagh li temmew
Programm ta’ Riabilitazzjoni.
Din hija 1-14-il Gradwazzjoni li qed issir f’San Blas.

1.0 Zghazagh, harsu ’l quddiem. Taqtghux qalbkom mill-isfidi tal-hajja.
M’intomx wehidkom. Ahna u l-familjari taghkom se naghtukom kull
appogg, izda thossukomx dipendenti minna. Il-hajja hija avventura
meraviljuza. Sibu postkom fis-socjeta. Aghmlu xi haga sabiha b’ hajjitkom! ,
Ahna emminna fikom; accettajniekom kif intom; habbejniekom;
ipprovdejnilkom il-mezzi biex tohorgu mid-dipendenza ta’ l-alkohol u d-
.droga; ghinnikom tfittxu I-kawzi li. harbtukom hajjitkom u tahdmu
fughom; hlognilkom opportunitajiet biex issibu impieg u akkomodazzjoni
socjali qabel ma ttemmu l-Programm; ressaqniekom lejn I-gheziez
taghkom. Issa ghandkom it-tmun f’idejkom. Ibzghu ghall-valuri li
haddimtu fil-Programm.
- Nixtieq minn qalbi nifrah lill-Istaff kollu tal- Carltas ghad-
dedikazzjoni li ged turu f’din il-missjoni umanitarja. M’ghandix kliem
biex nirringrazzjakom tas-servizz ta’ kwalita li qed toffru lil mijiet ta’
zghazagh u l-familjari taghhom.

2.0 Din kienet sena tajba minn kull aspett. Ir-retention rate gholiet,
jigifieri l-maggoranza taz-zghazagh li jidhu fil-Programmi tal-Caritas qed
isegwu l-process ta’ riabilitazzjoni sat-tmiem. Qed nilhqu aktar klijenti
f’kull fazi tal-Programm Tama Gdida.

Biex inlahhqu mad-domanda, kellna nzldu I-Istaff. Zdiedet ukoll in-
nefqa rikurrenti u kapitali.
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~ 2.1 Id-domanda ghar—riébilitazzjopni u s-Support Services tal-Caritas

kibret:

* hawn aktar Zghazagh u mizzewgin 11 ged ifittxu l-ghajnuna;

e il-fiducja taz-zghazagh fil-Programmi u s- serv1zz1 li ged toffri I-
Caritas qed tkompli tikber;

* l-akbar promoturi tal-Programmi tal-Caritas qed ikunu z- 70hazagh

- stess li jtemmu 1-Programmi;

e l-etajiet taz-zghazagh li jidhlu fil-Programmi tal- Cantas ivarjaw
minn 17 sa 34 sena. L-eta medja nizlet ghal 20 sena.

« ivarjaw ukoll il-kundizzjonijiet tas-sahha fizika u mentali ta’ dawn
iz-zghazagh.

Qed jikber l-ghadd ta’. persuni illi, barra d-dipendenza ta’- l-alkohol
u d-droga, jkollhom problemi ohra relatati mas-sahha mentali jew
psikologika. Dawn qed jigu riferuti ghall-assistenza speqahzzata

‘Din is-sena bdejna wkoll inharrgu lil xi whud mill-Istaff taghna biex

ikunu jistghu joffru ghajnuna professjonali lil dan it-tip ta’ klijenti.

Adoloxxenti f’riskju u zghazagh jingerdu

2.2 L-Istaff tal-Caritas ged jaghmel l-almu tieghu biex jaghti trattament,
kura u riabilitazzjoni liz-zghazagh li jfittxu 1-ghajnuna, izda x’qed isir
f’pajjizna biex nghinu lill-adoloxxenti li huma f’riskju u mijiet ta’
zghazagh 1i qed jingerdu fit-trig minghajr ma jfittxu l-ghajnuna?

Jekk fl-iskejjel ma jkunux individwati I-adoloxxenti at risk ghaliex
huma aktar vulnerabbli minn ohrajn, kif ukoll zghazagh li jikkunsmaw id-
droga, din il-pjaga socjali se tkompli tikber. Niskanta kemm mhemmx
aktar studenti‘li ged jigu riferuti mill-iskejjel ghall-ghajnuna flimkien mal-
genituri taghhom. Nibzghu li nitfghu dell ikrah fuq l-iskola jekk nitkellmu
u niehdu passi? V 4

L-istess haga nista’ nghid ghall-postijiet tax-xoghol. Ghaliex
mhemmx aktar referenzi li jaslu ghandna, minkejja illi kemm fl-iskejjel
kif ukoll fuq il-postijiet tax-xoghol isiru Awareness Programmes,
Programmi ta’ Prevenzjoni? :

Bosta zghazagh li jfittxu l-ghajnuna ged jigu minn rajhom jew
jitressqu mill-genituri taghhom. ' ‘
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» Ghaldagstant, tinhass il-htiega li ninvolvu aktar il-familji fil-
Programmi Preventivi u Edukattivi ghaliex il-familja hija l-aqwa
rizors tas-socjeta. '

e Fil-familja jissawwru I-valuri.

e Fil-familja naghrfu l-ewwel imhabba.

* Fil-familja nitghallmu niehdu hsieb xulxin.

s Fil-familja naghrfu niehdu stress minghajr ma nitilfu rasna.

Jekk ir-relazzjonijiet interpersonali jiddgﬁajfu fil-familja, nistennew
illi aktar zghazagh emozzjonalment imkissra jfittxu li jaharbu minn realta
li tkun ged tweggaghhom.

¢ Min isahhah il-familja minn gewwa jkun Qed jaghti l-akbar
kontribut lis-socjeta.

3. 0 Pajjizna huwa tellief fil-gwerra kontra l-abbuz u t-traffikar tad- droga"
Wiegbu intom ghal din il-mistogsija.

Minkejja illi 1-ghadd ta’ persuni li gew mixlija bil-konsum u t-
traffikar ta’ sustanzi illegali kiber f’”dawn l-ahhar hames snin, nistghu
nghidu illi I-konsum tad-droga nagas jew illi t-traffikanti ma baqghux
iwessghu l-kummer¢ gerriedi taghhom?

3.1 Huwa inkwetanti wkoll illi x-xorb alkoholiku zdied fost I-adoloxxenti
u z-zghazagh, kif jirrizulta minn- stharrig recenti.

Ma ninsewx illi I-abbuz tax-xorb alkoholiku, hazin fih innifsu, jwitti
t-trig ghal dipendenzi ohra. :

Ma nistghux nitnikkru aktar ghaliex I-informazzjoni u l-edukazzjoni
minghajr qafas ta’ legislazzjoni li trazzan l-abbuz ghat-tfal taht l-eta u I-
infurzar tal-ligi, I-adoloxxenti tal-lum, sakemm jaslu ghall-eta tat-18-il
sena, ma jkollhomx it-tmun ta’ hajjithom f’idejhom.

I-flagell ta’ I-HIV/AIDS

3.2 Flagell ichor li dahal f’pajjizna u li se jkompli jikber fi Zzmien 10 snin
huwa _l—mardzi ta’ 1-HIV/AIDS. Qed jiddghajfu Il-valuri, zdiedet il-
promiskwita, u ftit li xejn ged jittiehdu prekawzjonijiet miz-zghazagh biex
din il-marda ma tintrikibx u tkompli tinxtered.Ghaliex m’ahniex
napprezzaw bizzejjed il-valur tal-hajja? X’inhu jigri?

- 579




“a

BULLETTIN TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI

3.3 Malta, zghira fid-daqs u fir-rizorsi, ma tiflafix tissagrifika l-aqwa
rizors li ghandha: iz-zghazagh, tama tal-gejjieni. '

4.0 Minkejja l-limitazzjonijiet taghhom, l-agenziji 1i jahdmu fl-ogsma
tal-Prevenzjoni u r-Riabiltazzjoni mhumiex jitnikkru. Qed isir sforz biex
jintlahqu aktar Zghazagh. Kieku ma hawnx dawn i¢-Centri, Malta ma
kienx ikollha x’toffri lil mijiet ta’ zghazagh li jinhtiegu u jfittxu I-
ghajnuna. .

4.1 Irridu nsahhu I-Programmi.u s-Servizzi li qed jinghataw billi
nikkonsolidaw dak li ghandna, nikkordinaw aktar il-hidma li ged issir, u
nippjanaw strategiji biex jintlahqu aktar zghazagh li qeghdin f’riskju li
jharbtu hajjithom.

Kull tentattiv ghaqli u mahsub tajjeb biex mbnu fuq li ghandna u
ntejbu dak li ksibna ghandu l-inkoraggiment u l-appogg taghna. Izda biex
l-izvilupp tal-programmi u s-servizzi jilhqu l-ghanijiet imfassla, irid isir
studju u ricerka (Needs Assessment) tal-klijenti attwali u prospettivi,
sabiex l-implimentazzjoni ta’ mudell 1i jassigura l-kwalita (Quality
Assurance Model) iwiegeb ghall-htigiet partikolari taz- zghazagh u l-
familji taghhom.

4.2 Irridu nqisu wkoll illi r-recovery ta’ persuna fi Programm ta’
Riabilitazzjoni mhuwiex lineari. Dan huwa ppruvat minn ricerki li jsiru
perjodikament. Ir-relapse (jigifieri i wiehed jerga’ jaqa’) jista’ jkun
process naturali fir-riabilitazzjoni ta’ persuna.

Hawn min ikun kapac¢i jsegwi Programm fit-tul (ghaliex ikun
jinhtiegu) sat-tmiem, u hawn min jaga’ darba, darbtejn, sakemm jasal biex
itemm Programm. Ghaldagstant, irid ikun hemm medda ta’ snin sabiex
jitkejjel l-impatt ta’ Programm fuq il-klijenti.

II-Caritas wettqet Impact Assessment f'Dicembru 2000 fuq sample ta’
120 Klijenti li gew ghall-ghajnuna fi¢-Ceritri ta’ Riabilitazzjoni tal-Caritas
f’dawn l-ahhar 15-il sena.

Dan l-istudju juri:

* illi programm ta’ rijabilitazzjoni residenzjali fit-tul huwa effettiv
hafna spec¢jalment ghal dawk li jtemmuh minghajr
interruzzjonijiet;
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* " illil-Programm Tama Gdida huwa cost-effective, kemm fuq livell
_individwali kif ukoll dak komunitarju ghaliex jghin biex jitnaqqas
l-abbuz tad-droga u [-kriminalita.

Tama tal-Gejjieni

5.0 Semmejt f’dawn ir-riflessjonijiet li gsamt maghkom:

Illi hawn hafna affarijiet p021tt1v1 illi jgawwulna galbna fil- hldma
taghna.

Hawn ukoll tfixkil ghaz- zghazagh fis-soc¢jeta Maltija illi jekk ‘ahna I-
adulti nkunu aktar responsabbli u nahdmu aktar flimkien, ikunu
jistghu jinstabu rimedji ghall-problemi soc¢jali li semmejtilkom.

Jiena nemmen fiz-zghazagh ghaliex naf li jekk isibu min jghinhom
u mhux ihajjarhom biex iharbtu hajjithom u flushom, kapaci jibnu
xi haga sabiha b’hajjithom, u jkunu verament it-Tama tal-Futur.’
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AMMINISTRATUR GHALL-PARROCCA
TA’ L-IBRAG

Dun Gordon Refalo, li kien Kappillan tal-Parroéca ta’ 1-Ibrag, talab lil
Mons. Arcisqof Guzeppi Mercieca biex jirtira mill-uffiécju ta’ Kappillan
halli jkun jista’ jiehu perijodu'ta’ mistriech. Mons. Arcisqof accetta u
nnomina lil Dun Tony Agius bhala Amministratur tal-Parrocca. Il-kariga
ta’ Amminstratur min-natura taghha hija temporanja.

22 ta’ Gunju 2001
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FAX MESSAGE
to Ms. Miriam Dunn, Journalist, Malta Today

Reference is made to your fax message of yesterday, 21 June 2001 re
Dr. Joanna Drake’s call for the Church to take a stand on the EU issue.

The bishops of the Maltese Islands have made various public
statements or declarations related to Malta and the EU on a number of
occasions. The basic approach remains that explained in their statement
of 22 December 1999. In this statement, the bishops said as follows: “The
decision on whether Malta should join the European Union or negotiate
some form of arrangement which brings us closer to the Union without
‘implying membership, is fundamentally a political decision. In this
contest, we, the Bishops, repeat that it is not our intention to take a position
on whether Malta should join the European Union or not, or what form
of political and economic relationship there should be between Malta and
the Union. We are doing so not because we want to shirk our
responsibilities, but because this is not within the- competence of the -
Church. This is a decision which has to respect the free and sovereign
choice of the people, as expressed through the democratic process which
we exercise in our country.” '

The Church respects the divergent positions of the two main political
parties. At the same time, the Church invites both political parties to put
their heads together to identify those points on which they agree and to
genuinely and effectively seek solutions on the rest in the best interest of .
the whole population of these islands.

In the meantime, if and when the bishops feel it necessary or
appropriate to pronounce themselves again on the matter, a statement will
be issued.

Thank you for your attention and best regards.

22 June 2001
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KJARIFIKA TAL-KURJA
dwar il-Festa ta’ Kristu Re, Rahal Gdid

Dr. Ivan Sammut, President ta’ 1-Ghaqda Soc¢jeta Muzikali Kristu
Sultan iddikjara ripetutament, fuq il-mezzi tax-xandir, li s-Socjeta tieghu
mhux bi hsiebha tiehu sehem fil-Festa ta’ Kristu Re, Rahal Gdid u qatt
ma talbet permess biex taghmel hekk.

Il-Kurja ta’ I-Arcisqof ssostni li bil-maqlub ta’ dan, din is-sena 1-
inkwiet ingala’ ghaliex 1-Ghaqda ta’ Dr. Sammut riedet, bhala Ghaqda
‘Muzikali, tiehu sehem fil-festa.

Infatti, f1-20 ta’ Marzu 2001, Dr. Ivan Sammut u s-Sur Anthony Gatt,
President u Segretarju rispettivament tal-Ghaqda Socjali Muzikali Kristu
Sultan, baghtu ittra lill-Kurja fejn galu li, “l1-Ghaqda Socjali Muzikali
Kristu Sultan m’ghadhiex marbuta bil-ftehim tal-10 ta’ Lulju, 2000.” Dan
il-ftehim kien jghid, fost hwejjeg ohrajn, li “1-Ghaqda tirrinunzja li tichu
sehem fil-gimgha tal-festa sakemm ikun hemm decizjoni finali mis-
Signatura Apostolika” dwar il-kawza li s-So¢jeta Muzikali Kristu Sultan
ressqet quddien dan it-tribunal suprem tal-Knisja fid-dinja.

Hemm ukoll haga ohra. Il-Kurja kienet tat permess lill-Ghaqda
Zghazagh Pawlisti, bhala ghaqda awtonoma, biex tichu sehem darba biss
fil-festa, permezz ta’ marc, kif kien isir qabel. Gara perd li, fittra lill-
Kurja datata 14 ta’ Mejju 2001, l-istess Dr. Sammut u s-Sur Gatt galu car
li I-Laggha Generali Straordinarja ta’ 1-Ghaqda Socjali Muzikali Kristu
Sultan Ii saret fl-istess gurnata “ddecidiet li s-sehem tal-Ghaqda taghna
fil-festa ta’ Kristu Re f’Rahal Gdid ghandu jkun aktar minn darba.” Dan

-juri li 1-Ghaqda riedet tiehu sehem hi wkoll.

Kien minhabba f’hekk li -Kurja kellha tiddecieda, kontra qalbha, u
b’responsabbilitd lejn il-poplu ta’ Rahal Gdid, li din is-sena terga’
tissospendi 1-festa b’mod definittiv.

25 ta’ Gunju 2001
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II-film Gesu ppreientat lill-Aréisqof Guzeppi Mercieca

MOD FRISK GHAX-XANDIR
TAL-MESSAGG TAL-VANGELU

Mons. Ar¢isqof Guzeppi Mercieca qal li I-film Gesu, li kopja tieghu
se titwassal f’kull dar f’Malta u Ghawdex, huwa mod iehor frisk ta’ kif
wiehed jista’ jghin lin-nies ikollhom esperjenza tal-persuna ta’ Gesii u tat-
taghlim dejjem bnin tieghu. Mons. Aréisqof qal dan fl-okkazjoni ta’
- prezentazzjoni li saritlu ta’ kopja tal-verzjoni bil-Malti ta’ dan il-film, li
huwa progett tal-Fondazzjoni Internazzjonali Millennium Films, flimkien
mal-Media Centre.Il-film gie pprezentat lil Mons. Mércieca mis-Sur Noel
Chircop, Direttur tal-Millennium Films International f’Malta, fil-prezenza
ta’ Fr. Nicholas Cachia, Chairman tal-Media Centre.

Mons. Arcisqof qal li I-films huma mezz ta’ komunikazzjoni socjali

universali li jgawdu stima kbira. Dan huwa mezz li permezz tieghu spiss = £ ~

jitwasslu messaggi li f’forma ta’ komunikazzjoni mibnija l-iktar fuq
grajjiet konkreti, espressi fi xbihat i jhallu impatt kbir fuq min jarahom
u s-subkonxju tieghu. Mons. Mercieca awgura li 1-film Gesu jghin biex
fost il-poplu ta’ dawn il-gzejjer, specjalment fost il-generazzjonijiet il-
godda, il-messagg tal-Vangelu jasal ahjar u b’qawwa akbar.

~ Mons. Mercieca qal li I-film Gesua jimxi fuq 1-Evangelju ta’ San Luqa,
Ti jishaq li Gesii, il-Feddej uniku tal-bniedem, gie fid-dinja biex iwassal
is-salvazzjoni u I-messagg ta’ helsien lill-fqar u lill-imwarrbin tas-soc¢jeta.

“I1-Vangelu ta’ San Luga,” qal Mons. Mercieca, “jghinna
nikkontemplaw il-persuna tal-Mulej Gest, li hu t-Triq, il-Verita u -Hajja.

_Huwa Gesti ta’ l-istorja li jistedinna nharsu lejh mhux biex nieqfu fuq dak
li jidher, izda biex inizzlu harsitna fil-fond tal-misteru ta’ I-imhabba tieghu
bla tarf ghall-bniedem.”

Noel Chircop qal li [-Millennium Films International Foundatzon
twaqqfet mill-International Catholic Programme for Evangilization
(ICPE) proprju biex, fl-okkazjoni tal-bidu tat-Tielet Millennju, tgassam
il-film Gestt madwar id-dinja. Fis-sena 2000 tqassmu 3.8 miljun kopja tal-
film fi tmien pajjizi differenti. Isqfijiet mid-dinja kollha talbu I-
fondazzjoni tipprovdihom bi 15-il miljun koppja ohra tal-film.
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Kopja tal-film giet ipprezentata wkoll lill-Papa Gwanni Pawlu II, mis-
Sur Mario Cappello li huwa 1-President tal-Millennium Films
International Foundation.

26 ta’ Gunju 2001

L-EWWEL FESTA |
TAL-BEATU NAZJU FALZON

L-ewwel festa tal-Beatu Nazju Falzon se tigi ¢celebrata fl-1 ta’ Lulju,
il-jum 1li fih il-Beatu Nazju Falzon twieled u miet.

Nhar is-Sibt, 30 ta’ Gunju 2001, tigi fi tmiemba z-zjara li 1-Urna bil-
Fdalijiet tal-Beatu Falzon ghamlet f’xi parroc¢i u knejjes. Il-konkluzjoni
se tkun b’Quddiesa fil-KonKattidral ta’ San Gwann, fis-6.00 p.m. Wara,
fis-7.00 p.m.,1-Uma tigi trasportata f’pellegrinagg qasir mill-KonKattidral
sal-KnisjaTa’ Giezu, tal-Patrijiet Frangiskani, fil-belt Valletta stess. .

Nhar il-Hadd, -1 ta’ Lulju 2001, Jum il-festa, Mons. Aréisqof Guzeppi
Mercieca se ji¢éelebra Quddiesa Pontifikali fil-Knisja Ta’ Giezu, Valletta,
f1-10.00 a.m. ‘
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NUNZJU APOSTOLIKU FIL-LEBANON

I1-Papa Gwanni Pawlu II innomina lil Mons. Arcisqof Luigi Gatti,
Nunzju Apostoliku ghal Malta u ghal-Libja, bhala Nunzju Apostoliku fil-
Lebanon. :

L-Arcisqof Luigi Gatti sar Nunzju Apostoliku ghal Malta u ghal-Libja
fit-13 ta’ Gunju 1998.

Mons. Gatti twieled f’Castiglione Tinella, provincja ta’ Cuneo, fl-
Italja, fil-25 ta’ Novembru 1945. Huwa gie ordnat sacerdot fid-29 ta’
Gunju 1970 u wara kiseb Dottorat fil-Ligi Kanonika.

Mons. Gatti beda s-servizz tieghu fil-Korp Diplomatiku tas-Sante Sede
f-1976. L-ewwel kariga li kellu kienet fin-Nunzjatura Apostolika fil-
Paragwaj. Wara ssejjah ghal servizz fis-Segretarjat ta’ l-Istat tal-Vatikan,
fit-tagsima dedikata ghar-relazzjonijiet ma’ l-Istati.

Mons. Gatti huwa fluwenti fil-Franciz, I-Ispanjol, I-Ingliz u t-Taljan.

28 ta’ Gunju 2001
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IPPUBBLIKAT L-AHHAR RAPPORT
IMHEJJT MINN DUN BENNY TONNA
DWAR IS-SINJALI TAZ-ZMINIJIET

Maintaining Momentum huwa l-isem tar-rapport fis-sensiela dwar is-
sinjali taz-zminijiet li Dun Benny Tonna kkonkluda dwar is-sena 2000
proprju fil-jiem ta’ gabel ma miet, fit-8 ta’ Marzu 2001, fl-eta ta’ 69 sena.

Dun Benny Tonna beda din is-sensiela ta’ studji fis-sena 1993 bhala
Direttur ta’ 1-Istitut tal-Knisja f’"Malta ghar-Ricerka dwar is-Sinjali taz-
Zminijiet.

L-ahhar studju mmexxi minnu jiffoka fuq il-grajjiet f"Malta fis-sena
2000. L-istudju jezamina x’effett kellhom ix-xejriet kulturali, ekonomici,
politici u socjali fuq il-hajja tan-nies. Huwa jikkonkludi li l-valur li
jispikka l-izjed f’dan il-kontest huwa dak tal-bini ta’ ordni gdid.

L-istudju jghid 1i I-messagg tas-sena 2000 kien dominat mill-grajjiet
dwar ristrutturar, tigdid, ligijiet godda u l-proposta ta’ shubija shiha fI-
Unjoni Ewropea. .

Kollox ma’ kollox, juri r-rapport, is-sinjal il-kbir taz-zminijiet fis-sena
2000 kienet id-diskussjoni dwar I-isfidi 1i tipprezenta l-proposta ghal
shubija shiha fl-Unjoni Ewropea.

Ir-rapport jasal ghall-konkluzjoni li, fis-sena 2000, il-pass li kienet
tinsab miexja bih is-socjetd civili Maltija zamm ir-ritmu tieghu.
Jikkonkludi wkoll 1i l-istess jista’ jinghad dwar i¢-¢ivilta ta’ mhabba:
f’Malta.

Kopji ta’ l-istudju jistghu jinkisbu mill-Istitut Discern, Kurja ta’ 1-
Arcisqof.

2 ta’ Lulju 2001
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KTIEB GDID DWAR IS-SALMI

Dun Karm Attard, studjuz tal-Bibbja, ipprezenta lil Mons. Arcisqof
Guzeppi Mercieca kopja tal-ktieb il-gdid tieghu Ejjew Nifhmu s-Salmi.

II-ktieb tas-Salmi, li hu wiehed mill-kotba tal-Bibbja, jigbor fih 150
poezija li bihom il-Lhud kienu jfahhru lil Alla u jitolbuh il-grazzji li
jkollhom bzonn. Gesit nnifsu kien jaghmel uzu minn dawn il-poeziji fit-
talb tieghu u, fuq I-ezempju ta’ Gestl, l-Insara komplew jitolbu b’dawn
il-poeziji huma wkoll.

Peress li I-mod kif kienu jesprimu ruhhom il-poeti li sawru s-Salmi,
aktar minn elfejn sena ilu, kien differenti mill-mod kif nesprimu ruhna
llum, 1-Ghagda Biblika Maltija talbet lil Dun Karm Attard biex ihejji ktieb
li 1-iskop tieghu jkun li jghin lil dak li jkun jifhem ahjar x’jinghad fis-
Salmi. »

Dun Karm Attard qassam is-Salmi fi 13-il grupp. Fosthom hemm salmi
ta’ Tifhir, Salmi ta’ Fiducja u Salmi ta’ Radd il-Hajr. Huwa juri wkoll il-
messagg li johrog minn kull grupp ta’ salmi.

Qabel kull Salm, l-awtur jaghti taghrif dwar fughiex jitkellem is-Salm.
Wara kull Salm, imbaghad, huwa jfisser aktar fit-tul id-dettalji i fehmu
l-awturi antiki u jispjega kif il-bniedem tal-lum jista’ japplika t-taghlim
tas-Salmi ghalih ukoll.

Il-ktieb Ejjew Nifimu s-Salmi jinkludi 16-il stampa bil-kulur: stampi
li juru xeni ta’ I-Art Imqaddsa u hwejjeg ohra li jissemmew fis-Salmi. Fih
ukoll tliet mapep li juru fejn kienu jghixu l-poeti li kitbu s-Salmi.

Kopiji tal-ktieb Ejjew Nifhmu s-Salmi jistghu jinkisbu mill-Ghagda

- Biblika Maltija, 62, Triq il-Miratur, Floriana (Tel: 220318).

4 ta’ Lulju 2001
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MESSAGG

ta’ Mons. Ar¢isqof Guzeppi Mercieca
f’Quddiesa fl-okkazjoni tal-187 Anniversarju
tal-Korp tal-Pulizija

(12 ta’ Lulju 2001)

QALBIENA U UMANI

L-iskop ewlieni ta’ din il-laqgha taghna annwali fl-okkazjoni ta’ 1-
Anniversarju tal-Korp tal-Pulizija hu biex inroddu hajr lill-Mulej ghall-
ghajnuna kollha li huwa jaghti lill-Pulizija fil-qadi ta’ dmirijiethom u biex
nitolbuh ikompli jidderigikom halli taghrfu timxu dejjem skond ir-rieda
tieghu.

I1lum inhoss li ghandi nzid nirringrazja wkoll lill-Mulej ghall-ghajnuna
li huwa ta lilkom il-pulizija fil-qadi tar-responsabbiltajiet partikolari li
kellkom fiz-Zjara li I-Papa ghamel fostna xahrejn ilu. Ix-xoghol li sar mill-
pulizija kien apprezzat minn kulhadd. '

Kulhadd gharaf li I-pulizija ghamiltu bic¢a xoghol tajba li ghenet hafna
biex l-attivitajiet ippjanati setghu jsehhu b’wic¢ il-gid u b’mod li jaghmel
gieh lilna Ikoll u lil pajjizna. ‘

Din l-okkazjoni toffrili l-opportunita biex nesprimilkom il-gratitudni
tieghi u tal-Knisja. Prosit u grazzi mill-qalb.

Diskreti u effettivi

Kien hemm min qal li fiz-zjara tal-Papa l-pulizija kontu diskreti u
effettivi. ' :

Dan hu apprezzament gust u misthoqq.

Hu wkoll apprezzament i jfakkarna hemm il-pulizija tkunu ged tinvesti
fl-istima tal-poplu lejkom meta s-servizz taghkom taghrfu taghtuh
minghajr storbju zejjed, izda b’mod li jhalli r-rizultati mixtieqa u mehtiega.

Hafna drabi dan ikun jitlob minnkom — u mill-familji taghkom -
sagrificcji li forsi hadd ma jkun jaf kemm ikunu kbar jew fit-tul.
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Imma kif nafu lkoll, il-Mulej, fl-imhabba u l-hniena bla tarf tleghu
jaghraf u jgis kollox.

Il-Hallieq zgur jippremja b’mod abbundanti lil kull min jahdem biex
jghin lill-bnedmin jghixu tassew bhal ahwa u skond ir-rieda tieghu.

Rispett lejn il-bniedem

1l-Pulizija ghandkom sehem importanti hafna x’taghtu biex kulhadd
f’pajjizna jkun jista’ jghix fi klima ta’ rispett lejn il-persuna umana u I-
valuri umani.

Biex dan ikun jista’ jsehh hu mehtieg li intom, 1-ghassiesa ta’ 1- ordm
u tal-ligi; tiehdu hsieb issawwru dawn il-valuri nobbli gewwa fikom u
tghozzuhom bis-shih.
~ Jekk,bhala individwu u lkoll flimkien, kulhadd skond ir-responsabbilta
tieghu, nongsu milli nostnu dawn il-valuri, li gherughom insibuhom fit-
tradizzjonijiet umani u Nsara, is-socjeta tati Zgur.

Inheggigkom biex ma tehdew qatt thabirku, individwalment u flimkien,
biex tipprotegu lill-membri kollha tas-socjeta, specjalment lil dawk
fosthom li huma l-izjed dghajfa u vulnerabbli quddiem min ma jafx x’inhu
rispett lejn id-drittijiet ta’ haddiehor, lejn l-ordni u lejn il-ligi.

Serjeta, kredibbilita u integrita

Is-sahha tal-harsien tad-drittijiet tan-nies u ta’ l-ghajxien xieraq fil-
pajjiz tiddependi hafna mis-sahha ta’ l-operat tal-pulizija quddiem l-abbuz
ta’ min, b’mod sfaccat jew b’mod fin, jitfa’ l-ligijiet wara dahru, jew
sahansitra jghaffighom taht saqajh, spiss {’xenarju ta’ bullying, arroganza,
prepotenza, egoizmu u deni iehor simili.

Din is-sahha l-pulizija tiksbuha minn kemm, fil-qadi ta’ dmirijietkom,
individwalment u flimkien, tkunu kapaci tipprogettaw xbiha ta’ serjeta,
kredibbilita u integrita.

Xbiha bhal din tghinkom tiksbu u tkabbru 1-fidu¢ja tal-poplu fikom —
haga li, minnha nfisha, tinkuraggixxi lin-nies biex jghinukom dejjem izjed
fil-qadi ta’ dmirijietkom u fil-harsien tal-ligijiet.

Meta l-poplu jara fikom, bhala korp, protettur galbieni, effikaci u
effi¢jenti li jaf ikun sod u uman fl- 1stess hin, il-poplu zgur li jghozzkom
u jhobbkom aktar.
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Is-sejha tal-Vangeiu

Wagqt li qed nghidilkom dan, inhoss 1li ghandi nfakkarkom ukoll fis-
sejha, li ghandna kull wiehed u wahda minna, ghall-qdusija.

Il-qdusija tfisser li dak li jkun jghix bis-shih il-virtujiet ta’ I-Evangelju
fis-sitwazzjonijiet konkreti tal-hajja ta’ kuljum.

~ Dan jghodd ukoll ghalikom il-pulizija. :

Jghodd mhux biss fil-hajja privata taghkom, imma wkoll fil-hajja tax-
xoghol — spec¢jalment f’sitwazzjonijiet fejn tkunu tridu tiechdu decizjonijiet
tqal jew tkunu tridu taghmlu certi sagrificé;ji. '

Il-virtujiet tal-Vangelu jridu jidhru fikom f’kull ma taghmlu:

— fil-mod kif iggibu rwiehkom ma’ xulxin fuq ix-xoghol, fejn tridu turu
mhabba Evangelika ghal xulxin u lealta shiha lejn id-dinjita ta’ xulxin;

~ fil-mod kif iggibu rwiehkom ma’ dawk suspettati jew misjubin hatja
ta’ ksur tal-ligi; u

— fil-mod kif iggibu rwiehkom mal-pubbliku in generali, fejn hu mistenni
minnkom li timxu dejjem dritt u b’sens ta’ dixxiplina personali tali li
ma jkun qatt li xi hadd fostkom jaga’ fin-nassa ta’ l-abbuz tal-poter.

Kull wiehed u wahda minna nistghu naslu sal-qdusija billi nwettqu
dmirijietna fedelment u b’generozita, skond l-istat taghna fil-hajja.

Hajjitna trid tkun talba kontinwa lill-Hallieq biex jghinna naghmlu
dejjem ir-rieda tieghu. '

I1-Mulej Alla, tant ghani fil-grazzja u fil-hniena, zgur jisma’ talbna,
specjalment meta ahna nfittxu l-ghajnuna tieghu bl-intercessjoni ta’
Ommna Marija. :

Quddiesa fil-Kwartieri Generali tal-Pulizija
II-Hamis, 12 ta’ Lulju 2001 -
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MESSAGG
ta’ 1- Arc1sqof dwar is-servizz tal-missjunarji
Maltin

Tezor pastorali kbir u distint

Mons. Aréisqof Guzeppi Mercieca llum — il-Gimgha, 20 ta’ Lulju 2001
— se jiltaqd’ ma’ saéerdoti religjuz'i u lajci Maltin li qed jahdmu ghall-

Ii-laggha se ssir f’Dar I-Emigrant, Valletta, fis-6.30 p.m. Din l-okkazjonz ,

tigi organizzata kull sajf mis-Segretarjat ghas-Sacerdoti Maltin li ged
Jjahdmu ghall-Knisja boghod minn artna. Fiha, il-missjunarji jkollhom I-

opportunita li jitkellmu ma’ Monsinjur Arcisqof dwar l-esperjenzi

taghhom fil-khidma pastorali u missjunarja li ged iwettqu. Dan li gej hu
[-gist tal-messagg li Mons. Arcisqof hejja ghall-okkazjoni:

- Wiehed mill-izjed tezori pastorali kbar u distinti li ghandha 1-Knisja *

f’Malta huwa intom — I-ghadd kbir ta’ sacerdoti, religjuzi u lajci, li hallejtu
kollox warajkom biex mortu taqdu lil Kristu u twasslu 1-Vangelu tieghu
f’artijiet ohra, ma’ l-erbat irjieh tad-dinja.

Hafna minnkom taghmlu dan mhux biss ghal bosta u bosta snin, imma
wkoll b’hafna sagrificéji u riskji personali. Fostkom ikun hemm ukoll min
jibga’ jahdem fil-missjoni sa l-ahhar nifs ta’ hajtu.

Permezz taghkom, il-poplu ckejken imma b’qalb kbira taghna qed

jaghti kontribut ghani hafna fl-artijiet fejn I-gharfien u l-accettazzjoni ta’

Kristu u -Vangelu ghadhom qed ixettlu jew jissahhu.

F’pajjizna, kulhadd japprezza u jghozz ix-xoghol li intom twettqu
b’tant imhabba, generozita u impenn. Nistghu nghidu, infatti, li'dan I-
ezempju tajjeb taghkom ghandu rwol kbir f’dak li jganqal lill-poplu
taghna biex jaghti appogg finanzjarju tant generuz b’rizq progetti
missjunarji. .

Mill-banda l-ohra, fi Zmien meta l-popolazzjoni tas-sacerdoti u r-
religjuzi f’pajjizna kull ma jmur qed titnaqgar jew tixjieh, jista’ jkun
hemm min isibha difficli jifhem ghaliex intom ghadkom thossu l-bzonn
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li tmorru taghtu servizz f’pajjizi ohra, minflok ma tibqghu hawn biex
tagdu lill-poplu ta’ Alla f’pajjizna.

~ Lili dan'ma jfixkilnix. Nixtieq hafna li I-vokazzjonijiet f*pajjizna jkunu
izjed milli huma. Kuljum nitlob lill-Mulej biex jibghatilna haddiema
godda fl-ghalga tieghu fostna. Izda kull meta xi sacerdot, religjuz jew lajk
juri x-xewqa li jmur jahdem ghall-Mulej f’pajjlz iehor, jiena xorta wahda
nifrah u nirringrazzja 1 Alla.

Irrid nirringrazzjakom ilkoll ghal dak kollu li intom ged twettqu ghall-
imhabba ta’ Alla. Inroddilkom hajr u, fl-istess hin, inheggigkom biex
tkunu dejjem izjed profeti veri ta’ Alla, li hu dejjem ghani fil-hniena.

Nassigurakom li, ghalkemm il-bniedem modern huwa kundizzjonat
mill-hafna attrazzjonijiet ta’ socjeta li spiss hi mohhha fil-flus u'l-gid ta’
din id-dinja, bl-egoizmu li dan igib mieghu, il-bniedem xorta wahda jibqa’
jaghraf u jifrah bil-hidma ta’ min bhalkom jaghti xiehda ta’ imhabba
minghajr interessi.

Jalla kull att ta’ mhabba li intom twettqu biex twasslu d-dija tat-taghhm
ta’ Kristu jghin biex min ghadu ma ltagax ma’ Kristu, jew inkella ghandu
idea zbaljata tieghu, isir Jafu kif verament hu: il-Feddej Uniku tal-
Bniedem.

Knisja f’amjlet ohra bhahssa huwa 888.

Dawn huma mqasémin hekk:

~Sacerdoti Djocesani (Qassisin) — 135 Maltin u 45 Ghawdxin.
Sacerdoti u Ahwa Religjuzi Rgiel (Patrijiet) — 215. .
" Religjuzi Nisa (Sorijiet) — 390.

Lajéi: 14-il koppja; 58 ragel; 18-il mara.
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ORDINAZZJONI TA’
SEBA’ SACERDOTIL. GODDA

Mons. Ar¢isqof Guzeppi Mercieca se jordna seba’ sacerdoti godda —
erbgha djocesani u tlieta religjuzi godda. L-Ordinazzjoni se ssir nhar il-
Gimgha, 3 ta” Awissu 2001, fil-KonKattidral ta’ San Gwann, Valletta, fis-
6.30 p.m.

[l-presbiteri I-godda huma dawn:

Isem Parroééa Data Twelid
Charlo Camilleri O’Carm Gzira 24.03.75
Christopher Caruana OP Gwardamanga ‘ 23.04.75
Joseph Cilia Mosta 30.12.71
Martin Cilia MSSP B’Kara (S. Elena) 01.12.71
David Muscat Mosta ©29.06.70
Albert Schembri . . Hal Luga 29.06.73
Norman Zammit Zurrieq 03.08.73
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MISSJUNARJU MALTI JSIR ISQOF

I1-Papa hatar lil Patri Roberto Camilleri O.F.M. bhala Isqof Awziljarju
tad-Djocesi ta’ Esperitu Santo f"Tegucigalpa, fil-Honduras. L-Isqof-elett
twieled il-Hamrun f1-1951 u gie ordnat sacerdot fl-1975. Id-Djocesi ta’
Esperitu Santo ghandha popolazzjoni ta’ 1,858,702, 1i minnhom 1,519,352
huma Kattoli¢i. Fiha hemm 151 sacerdot, djaknu permanenti wiehed, u

319 religjuz. .

26 ta’ Lulju 2001
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STQARRIJA TA’ L-ISQFUIET MALTIN
dwar ir-relazzjonijiet fix-xena politika

Ix-xena politika nazzjonali bhalissa hija mahkuma minn skambji
mgqangqla principalment dwar x’ghandhom ikunu r-relazzjonijiet futuri ta’
pajjizna ma’ 1-Unjoni Ewropea u dwar il-kummissjoni elettorali u l-operat
taghha. )

L-atmosfera hija tqila tant li, minn Zmien ghall-iehor, qed ifegg ukoll

certu kliem iebes li _]komph Jjtagqal is-sitwazzjoni u jbieghed iktar in-nies

minn xulxin.
Mhux ix-xoghol tal-knisja li tindahal fil-hidma tal-politi¢i u l-partiti
_taghhom bhala tali. Madankollu, il-Knisja hija fid-dover i tfakkar lil
kulhadd li I-bniedem, u d-dinjita umana, iridu jigu l-ewwel u fuq kull
interess politiku u ideologiku.

Meta nharsu lejn I-imghoddi nindunaw maljar li kull darba li f’pajjizna
feggew kwistjonijiet li nisslu divergenzi qawwija bejn l-ogsma politici
ewlenin, is-soluzzjonijiet instabu biss meta kulhadd fehem li jinkisbu iktar
vantaggi bil-ftehim u r-rikon¢iljazzjoni milli bit-tilwim, il-kliem iebes u
I-hitan tal-firda.

Ahna l-isqfijiet inhossu li ghandna nfakkru li r-relazzjonijiet bejn
gvern u oppozizzjoni jridu jkunu relazzjonijiet ta’ komplimentarjeta li,
f’sistema demokratika, fl-ahhar mill-ahhar ghandha twassal ghal sura ta’
kollaborazzjoni organika.

Hemm bzonn li l-ogsma politici taghna jassiguraw li ma jkun qatt 11
d-divergenzi ta’ bejniethom, huma x’inhuma, inisslu xi sogru li l-arlogg
jitregga’ lura lejn zminijiet jew attitudnijiet 1i kull min ihobb tassew lil
pajjizna jittama li ghaddew biex ma jergghu jigu qatt izjed.

Huma jridu jaccertaw ukoll li f’kull ma jipproponu, jghidu u jaghmlu
jkunu dejjem promoturi u difensuri tal-verita shiha, tas-sewwa, tal-
gustizzja, tal-mahfra, tas-solidarjeta, tal-harsien tad-drittijiet ta’ kulhadd,
tal-bini tal-gid komuni u ta’ l-ghaqda nazzjonali.

Ahna geghdin nghidu dan ghax nemmnu li, minkejja kollox, kull naha
trid u tixtieq li pajjizna jibga’ demokratiku u pacifiku, fejn id-dinjita tal-
bniedem u d-drittijiet tieghu huma mharsin kif imiss.

Nistiednu lill-membri kollha tal-Knisja f’Malta biex jitolbu 'l Alla -
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jghin lill-politi¢i taghna jaghrfu jsegwu t-triq tad-djalogu flessibbli u
genwin mibni fuq is-sens ta’ fiduc¢ja f’xulxin u l-herga sinciera li — ukoll
dwar il-kwistjoni ta’ 1-Unjoni Ewropea u dik tal-kummissjoni elettorali
— isibu u jwettqu flimkien is-soluzzjonijiet xierqa mehtiega biex ikunu

assigurati l-oghla interess nazzjonali, kif ukoll 1- ghaqda u s-serhan tal-
mohh tal-poplu kollu.

% GUZEPPI MERCIECA, Arcisqof ta’ Malta

% NIKOL G. CAUCHI, Isqof ta’ Ghawdex

= ANNETTO DEPASQUALE, Isqof awziljérju ta’ Malta

27 ta’ Lulju 2001
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NUNZJU APOSTOLIKU GDID
GHAL MALTA

II-Papa Gwanni Pawli II innomina lil Mons: Arcisqof Luigi Conti
bhala Nunzju Apostoliku ghal Malta. Mons. Conti twieled f’Ceprano
(Frosinone) 1-Italja, fit-2 ta’ Marzu 1929. Huwa gie ordnat sacerdot fid-
29 ta’ Settembru 1954 u ghandu dottorat fil-ligi Rumana u kanonika.

Mons. Conti beda s-servizz tieghu f11 -korp diplomatiku tas-Sante Sede
fil-UNESCO.

Fit-2 ta” Awissu 1975 Mons. Conti gie nnominat Nunzju Apostoliku
f’Haiti u Delegat Apostoliku f*Antille.

Mid-19 ta’ Novembru 1983 huwa beda jservi bhal Nunzju pro-
apostoliku fl-Iraq u 1-Kuwait, waqt 1i fit-12 ta’ April 1991 sar Nunzju
Apostoliku fl-Ekwador.

Fil-15 ta’ Mejju 1999 Mons. Conti gie nnominat Nunzju Apostohku
fit-Turkija u t-Turkmenistan.

F’Malta, Mons. Conti se jkun is-suc¢cessur ta’ Mons. Arcisqof Luigi
Gatti, li fi tmiem Gunju li ghadda gie nominat Nunzju Apostoliku fil-
Lebanon.

Mons. Conti hu fluwenti fil-Franciz, Spanjol u Germaniz.

8 ta’ Awissu 2001
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IMUT SACERDOT AWSTRALJAN LI GHEN
HAFNA LILL-MALTIN

.Thabbret il-mewt, fl-eta ta’ 101 sena, tas-sacerdot Awstraljan Mons.
George Crennan O.B.E., l-ewwel direttur tal-Federal Catholic
Immigration Committee (FCIC) Australia, li kien benefattur kbir ta’ 1-
emigranti Maltin.

Fi imicn l-emigrazzjoni tal-massa minn Malta, mill-1950 sal-1970,
Mons. Crennan ghen kemm seta’ lill-Kummissjoni Emigranti ta’ Malta
fis-servizzi taghha lill-emigranti Maltin u lill-familji taghhom. Huwa kien
jaghti hafna appogg lil Malta wkoll fl-International Catholic Migration
Commission (ICMC), li hija bazata f’Ginevrd. Mons. Crennan kien
membru fundatur ta’ '1-ICMC u ghal hafna snin serva fil-kumitat
governattiv taghha. Kien ukoll habib ta’ Malta fil-Kunsill Pontificju ghall—
Emigrazzjoni f’Ruma.

Ma’ Mons. Crennan u bil-ghajnuna tieghu dahlu wkoll jahdmu I-

Awstralja, b’rizq l-emigranti Maltin, madwar 125 sacerdot Malti. Huwa
kien jiehu hsieb ukoll jghaddi n-nominal rolls, jew l-ismijiet u l-indirizzi
ta’ l-emigranti li kienu jmorru I-Awstralja bil-vapur jew bl-ajruplan, lill-
kappillani tal-parrocci fejn l-emigranti kienu jkunu se jmorru jogoghdu,
halli jkunu jistghu jghinuhom fil-htigiet taghhom.
- Mons. Crennan gie Malta darbtejn. L-ewwel darba kienet meta twagqaf
is-Single Young Women Migrants’ Scheme. It-tieni darba kienet meta gie
jaghti l-appogg tieghu lil korsijiet ta’ ghajnuna lill-emigranti, bhal dwar
orjentament u tishih fl-gharfien ta’ l-ilsien Ingliz.

Mons. Crennan kien nominat kanonku onorarju tal-kolleggjata ta’
Sant’Elena, Birkirkara.

Mons. Crennan baqa’ attiv sas-sena 1995, meta rtira minn direttur tal-
Federal Catholic Immigration Committee ta’ 1-Awstralja, u nghata 1-
Austcare Paul Cullen Award.

Ma’ l-ahbar tal-mewt ta” Mons. Crenan, Mons. Philip Calleja, direttur
tal-Kummissjoni Emigranti, wassal is-simpatiji tal-Kummissjoni lil Fr..
John Murphy, direttur ta’ 1-Awstralian Catholic Migrant and Refugee
Office, Canberra, kif ukoll lill-ICMC f’Ginevra.

8 ta’ Awissu 2001
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L-ARCISQOF JILTAQA’ MA®
L-AMBAXXATUR PALESTINJAN

Mons. Aréisqof Guzeppi Mercieca dalghodu, 31 ta’ Awissu 2001,
iltaga’ mas-Sur Awadh Sobhi Yakhlef, Ambaxxatur Palestinjan, fil- Kurja
ta’ I-Arcisqof, Floriana.

Fil-laggha taghhom, Mons. Arcisqof u 1- ambaxxatur tkellmu dwar il-

gaghda ta’ bhalissa fil-lvant nofsani, partikolarment il-mewga persistenti .

ta’ vjolenza gawwija li ged tkompli tikkaguna numru dejjem akbar ta’
vittmi, fuq kollox fost il- popolaZZJom c¢iviliu bla difiza, waqt li ged tilhaq
ukoll postijiet sagri.

L-Arcisqof Mercieca esprima n-niket kbir tieghu ghal-lista twila ta’
vittmi kagun tal-vjolenza li issa ilha sejra kwazi sena.

L-Arcisqof zied jghid li, kif qal il-Papa Gwani Pawlu II fil- laqgha li
kellu mas-Sur Yasser Arafat, President ta’ 1-Awtorita Palestinjana, fit-2
‘ta” Awissu 2001, hu assolutament necessarju li tingieb fi tmiemha kull
sura ta’ vjolenza, sew jekk b’rizultat ta’. azzjoni sew jekk bi tpattija.

Mons. Mercieca awgura li kull naha jirnexxilha, bl-ghajnuna tal-
komunita internazzjonali, taghraf il-bzonn urgenti li tersaq madwar il-
" mejda tan-neguzjati, li jibqghu l-uniku mezz li kapaci jnissel tama vera
ta’ ftehim gust u paci dejjiema.

L-Ar¢isqof assigura lill-Ambaxxatur mit-talb kontinwu tieghu ghal
paci dejjiema fil-lvant nofsani. Huwa gharraf ukoll lill-ambaxxatur bil-
“hsjeb tieghu 1i jinkuragixxi t-talb, bl-istess intenzjoni, fil-quddies fil-
knejjes ta’ Malta u Ghawdex.
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SESSJONI GDIDA TAL-KUNSILL
PRESBITERALI

Mons Arcisqof Guzeppi Mercieca inawgura sess_]om gdlda tal- Kunsxll
Presbiterali ghas-snin 2001 — 2004. .

II-ftuh tas-sessjoni sar il-lum, is-Sibt, 1-1 ta’ Settembru 2001,
" b’adorazzjoni fil-kappella tal-Kurja ta’ 1-Arcisqof.

Dun Charles Cordina nhatar bhala moderatur, waqt li Dun Ruben
Deguara nhatar segretarju.

Fl-ewwel laqgha tas-sessjoni l-gdida 1-Kunsill Presbiterali nghata
taghrif dwar il-progress li ged isir fis-Sinodu Djocesan. \

Saret ukoll diskussjoni fuq il- hajja u [-ministeru tas-sacerdot minn tliet
aspetti: appogg personali u fil-ministeru tieghu; evalwazzjoni regolan tal-
hidma tieghu; u r-remunerazzjoni li jircievi. '

Il-Kunsill Presbiterali, li hu s-senat ta’ 1- Arc:1sqof hu ffurmat minn 42
sacerdot djocesan u religjuz. Ghoxrin minn dawn is-sacerdoti huma eletti
minn shabhom biex jirrapprezentawhom. It-22 l-ohra huma membri
minhabba l-kariga taghhom jew ghax maghzulin mill-Aréisqof.

II-Kunsill Presbiterali ghandu d-dmir 11 bil-pariri tieghu, jghin lill-
Isqof fit-tmexxija tad-djocesi.
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JUM TA’ TALB U TA’ GHAINUNA
GHALL-ART IMQADDSA

Nhar il-Hadd, 16 ta’ Settembru 2001, fl-Arcidjocesi ta’ Malta se tigi
¢elebrata gurnata ta’ talb u ta’ ghajnuna ghall-Art Tmgaddsa.

F’¢irkolari mahruga minn Mons. Annetto Depasquale, Isqof Awziljarju
u Vigarju Generali, l-awtoritajiet tal-Knisja f’"Malta nnotaw, b’niket u
dispjacir, li din is-sena l-inkwiet u I-glied u t-tixrid ta’ demm fl-Art
Imgaddsa mhux talli ma naqsux, izda zdiedu b’mod allarmanti.

“M’ghandniex naqtghu qalbna. Anzi ghandna nzidu t-talb taghna u
noffru sagrific¢ji biex f’din l-art, 1i fiha twieled, ghex, ippriedka, fejjaq,
bata, miet u rxoxta Sidna Gesd Kristu jinkiser i¢-¢irku ta’ vjolenza u
mibeghda, u bl-ghajnuna ta’ Alla tibda ssehh u taghti frott hidma ta’
rikonciljazzjoni u paci bejn dawk kollha 1i jghixu f'din l-art ghaziza,”
tghid i¢-¢irkolari mahruga minn Mons. Depasquale.

Filwaqt 1li jfakkar li l-ahwa insara li jghixu fl-Art Imqaddsa qed
jiltagghu ma’ hafna diffikultajiet ghall-hajja materjali, kulturali, socjali u
religjuza taghhom, I-Isqof Depasquale sejjah ghal talb lil Alla ghal dawn
I-ahwa u jistieden lill-membri tal-Knisja f’Malta biex jippruvaw
jghinuhom ukoll materjalment.

I¢-¢irkolari tispjega li 1-ghajnuna materjali tista’ tinghata “billi naghtu
l-offerta generuza taghna fil-gabra li sejra ssir fil-quddies kollu 1i jigi
Celebrat fil-knejjes taghna nhar is-Sibt filghaxija u I-Hadd, 15u 16 ta’ dan
ix-xahar.”

603



ISBN: 99932-616-3-7 PRODUZZJONI TAL-MEDIA CENTRE



