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MESSAGG
tal-Qdusija Tieghu 1-Papa Gwanni Pawlu II
ghall-Hadd Dinji tal-Missjoni 2004

“L-Ewkaristija u I-Missjoni”
Huti Rgiel u Nisa gheziez

1. Il-hidma missjunarja tal-Knisja hija urgenza wkoll fil-bidu tat-tielet
millenju, kif ta’ spiss jiena ghedt. Il-missjoni kif fissirt fl-Enciklika
Redemptoris Missio ghadha biss fil-bidu u ahna ghandna nimpenjaw lilna
nfusna fis-servizz taghha (cfr.n.1). Il-poplu kollu ta’ Alla f’kull mument
tal-pellegrinagg tieghu ma’ tul l-istorja huwa msejjah biex jagsam “I-
ghatx” tal-Feddej (ef.Gw.19,28). Dan 1-ghatx biex I-erwieh isalvaw kienu
jhossuh bl-akbar qawwa 1-Qaddisin: huwa bizzejjed li tahseb fuq I-
ezempju ta’ Santa Tereza ta’ Lisieux, il-patruna tal-missjonijiet u ta’ 1-
Isqof Comboni, appostlu kbir ta’ 1-Afrika li jien dan l-ahhar kelli 1-gieh
li nghollih ghall-qima ta’ l-altari.

L-isfidi so¢jali u religjuzi li qed ihabbtu l-umanita fi Zmienna, qed
isejhu lill-insara biex igeddu l-hegga missjunarja taghhom. Iva! Huwa
mehtieg li nergghu nvaraw il-missjoni “ad gentes” bil-kuragg, billi nibdew
inxandru ’1 Kristu, Feddej ta’ kull persuna umana. Il-Kungress
fix-xahar li gej ta’ Ottubru, ix-xahar tal-Missjoni, ser ikun opportunita
straordinarja biex jikber it-taghrif Missjunarju tal-poplu nisrani madwar
il-Mejda tal-gisem u d-Demm ta’ Kristu.

Migbura madwar l-altar, il-Knisja tifhem ahjar il-bidu taghha u 1-
mandat missjunarju taghha. Bhala tema ghall-hadd Dinji tal-Missjoni ta’
din is-sena li tanfasizza b’mod car li [-Ewkaristija u I-Missjoni ma’
jistghux jinfirdu. Flimkien mar-riflessjoni fuq ir-rabta li tezisti bejn il-
misteru ta’ 1-Ewkaristija u l-misteru tal-Knisja, din is-sena ser ikun hemm
referenza elokwenti ghall-Imbierka Vergni Marija, imhabba li jahbat il-
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150 anniversarju tad-definizzjoni tad-Domma tal-Kunc¢izzjoni
Immakulata (1854-2004). Ejjew nikkontemplaw l-Ewkaristija b’ghajnejn
Marija. Wagqt 1i tafda fl-intercessjoni tal-Vergni Mbierka, il-Knisja toffri
1il Kristu, il-hobz tal-hajja, lill-popli kollha biex ikunu jistghu jaghrfuh
u jilgghuh bhala s-Salvatur wahdieni tal-bnedmin.

2. Wagqt li idealment irritornajt lejn il-Kamra ta’ Fuq, is-sena l-ohra
precizament f’hamis ix-Xirka, jien iffurmajt 1-Enciklika Ecclesia de
Eucharistia, li minnha nixtieq niehu xi siltiet li jghinuna, huti Rgiel u Nisa
l-aktar gheziez li nghaddu l-hadd Dinji tal-Missjoni din is-sena bi spirtu
Ewkaristiku. “L-Ewkaristija tibni 1-Knisja u 1-Knisja taghmel I-
Ewkaristija” (n.26), jien ktibt waqt li osservajt kif il-missjoni tal-Knisja
hija kontinwita tal-missjoni ta’ Kristu (cfr.Gw.20,21), u tichu energija
spiritwali mill-Komunjoni bil-gisem u d-Demm Tieghu. L-iskop ta’ 1-
Ewkaristija huwa precizament “komunjoni tal-bnedmin ma’ Kristu u fih
flimkien mal-Missier u ma’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu” (Ecclesia de Eucharistija,
22). Meta niehdu sehem fis-sagrific¢ju Ewkaristiku ahna nifhmu aktar
fil-fond l-universalita tal-fidwa u konsegwentament 1-urgenza tal-missjoni
tal-Knisja fil-programm taghha li ghanda “bhala ¢entru 1il Kristu nnifsu,
li ghandu jkun maghruf, mahbub u imitat sabiex fih inkunu nistghu nghixu
1-hajja tat-Trinitd u mieghu nbiddlu l-istorja sat-twettiq taghha f’ gerusalem
tas-sema” (ibid,60).

Madwar Kristu fl-Ewkaristija, il-Knisja tikber bhala poplu, tempju u
familja ta’ Alla, wahda, qaddisa, Kattolika u Apostolika. Fl-istess Zmien
hija tifhem ahjar il-karattru taghha ta’ sagrament universali ta’ salvazzjoni
u realtd vizibli bi struttura gerarkika. Certament “l-ebda komuniti
nisranija ma’ tista’ tinbena jekk ma jkollhiex il-bazi u ¢-¢entru taghha fi¢-
celebrazzjoni ta’ l-Ewkaristija l-aktar imqaddsa” (ibid, 33; cfr.
presbyterorum ordinis, 6). Fit-tmiem ta’ kull quddiesa meta ¢-Celebrant
ihalli l1-assemblea bil-kliem “Ite, Missa est,” kulhadd ghandu jhoss li hu
mibghut bhala “missjunarju ta’ I-Ewkaristija” biex iwassal kullimkien id-
don kbir li riceva. Infatti kull min jiltaga’ ma’ Kristu fl-Ewkaristija ma
jistax jonqos li jxandar f’hajtu jew f’hajjitha I-imhabba hanina tal-Fedde;j.

3. Biex wiehed jghix 1-Ewkaristija huwa mehtieg ukoll 1i jghaddi
hafna hin f’adorazzjoni quddiem is-Sagrament Imqaddes, xi haga li jien
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innifsi jkolli esperienza taghha kuljum u li minnha nir¢ievi s-sahha, farag
u ghajnuna (cfr. Ecclesia de Eucaristia, 25). L-Ewkaristija, jafferma it-
Tieni Koncilju Vatikan, “huwa 1-ghajn u 1-quécata ta’ kull hajja nisranija”
(Lumen gentium, 11), “il-ghajn u l-quccata ta’ kull evangelizzazzjoni”
(Presbyterorum ordinis, 5).

Il-hobz u l-inbid, frott ta’ idejn il-bniedem, mibdula bil-qawwa tal-
Ispirtu s-Santu fil-gisem u d-Demm ta’ Kristu, isiru plegg tas-“sema gdid
u tal-art gdida” (Apok 21,1), imxandra mill-Knisja fil-missjoni taghha ta’
kuljum. Fi Kristu li ahna naduraw prezenti fil-misteru tal-Ewkarestija, il-
Missier xandar l-ahhar kelma tieghu dwar l-umanitd u l-istorja umana.

Kif tista’ 1-Knisja twettaq il-vokazzjoni taghha minghajr ma tkkultiva
relazzjoni kostanti ma’ 1-Ewkaristija minghajr ma tghajjex lilha nfisha
b’dan l-ikel 1i hija tqaddes, minghajr ma tqieghed l-attivita missjurnarja
taghha fuq dan il-pedament indispensabbli? Biex nevangelizzaw id-dinja,
hemm bzonn ta’ appostli li huma “esperti” fic-¢elebrazzjoni, adorazzjoni
u kontemplazzjoni tal-Ewkaristija.

4. Fl-Ewkaristija ahna nghixu mill-gdid il-misteru tal-Fidwa 1i jilhaq
il-quccata tieghu fis-sagrificcju tal-Mulej, kif jintqal fil-kliem tal-
Konsagrazzjoni: “dan hu gismi li jinghata ghalikom ... Dan hu d-demm
li jixxerred ghalikom” (Lq 22, 19-20). Kristu miet ghal kulhadd; u ghal
kulhadd huwa d-don tas-salvazzjoni li 1-Ewkaristija twassal
sagramentalment prezenti mal-medda ta’ l-istorja: “Aghmlu dan b’tifkira
tieghi” (Lq 22, 19). Dan il-mandat huwa fdat lill-ministri ordnati permezz
tas-Sagrament tal-Ordni Sagri. Ghal din l-ikla u sagrific¢ju huma
mistiedna I-irgiel u n-nisa kollha biex jiehdu sehem mill-istess hajja ta-
Kristu: “min jiekol gismi u jixrob demmi, jibga’ fija u jiena fih. Bhalma
baghtni I-Missier li hu haj, u jiena nghix b’Missieri, hekk ukoll min jiekol
lili hu wkoll jghix bija” (Gw 6, 56-57). L-insara li jghixu bih, jaslu biex
jithmu li I-hidma missjunarja tfisser li “jkunu offerta mqaddsa lill-Ispirtu
s-Santu” (Rum 15, 16), biex jkunu aktar u aktar “qalb wahda u ruh wahda”
(Atti 4, 32) u li jkunu xhieda tal-imhabba tieghu sat-truf 1-art.

Matul is-sekli,waqt li tghix mill-gdid kuljum, is-sagrific¢ju tal-artal, il-
Knisja, il-Poplu ta’ Alla, tistenna il-migja ta’ Kristu fil-glorja. Dan
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jixxandar wara l-konsagrazzjoni mill-assemblea Ewkaristika migbura
madwar l-artal. Matul iz-Zmien b’fidi mgedda 1-Knisja ttenni x-xewqa
taghha ghal-laqgha ta’ l-ahhar mal-Wiehed 1i jigi biex iwassal il-pjan
tieghu ta’ salvazzjoni universali sat-tmiem.

L-Ispirtu s-Santu b’qawwa invizibli izda qawwija, imexxi l-poplu
nisrani f’dan il-vjagg spiritwali ta’ kuljum li fih jiltaqghu inevitabilment
ma’ diffikultajiet u esperjenzi l-misteru tas-salib. L-Ewkaristija hija 1-
konfort u 1-weghda tar-rebha finali ghal dawk li jehduha lontra 1-HazZen
u d-dnub; hija I-“hobz tal-hajja” li tghajjex lil dawk 1i min-naha taghhom
isiru 1-hobz maqsum ghall-ohrajn waqt li xi drabi wkoll jaghtu hajjithom
bil-martirju ghall-fedelta taghhom lejn 1-Evangelju.

5. Din is-sena, kif digd ghedt, ser ikunu il-150 anniversarju tal-
proklamazzjoni tad-domma ta’ l-Immakulata Kuncizzjoni. Marija giet
“mifdija b’mod l-izjed sublimi minhabba l-merti ta’ Binha” (Lumen
gentium, 53). Jien ghedt fl-Ittra Enciklika Ecclesia de Eucharestia: “jekk
inharsu lejn Marija, fiha naraw il-qawwa 1i 1-Ewkaristija ghandha biex
tbiddlilna hajjitna. Fiha naraw dinja mgedda bis-sahha ta’ 1-imhabba” (n.
62).

Marija, l-ewwel “tabernaklu” fl-istorja (ibid. n. 55), turina u toffri ’1
Kristu ghalina, it-Triq, il-Verita u l-hajja (cfr. gw 14, 6). Jekk “bejn il-
knisja u 1-Ewkaristija hemm rabta Ii ma tistax tinhall, l-istess rebta hemm
bejn Marija u 1-Ewkaristija.” (Ecclesia de Eucaristia, 57).

Jien nittama 1i I-koin¢idenza feli¢i tal-Kungress Internazzjonali
Ewkaristiku mal-150 anniversarju tad-definizzjoni ta’ l-Immakulata
Kuéizzjoni ta’ Marija toffri lill-fidili, lill-parro¢¢i u lill-istituti missjunarji
opportunita li ssahhah iz-zelu taghhom missjunarju sabiex f’kull comunita
jkun hemm dejjem “guh genwin ghall-Ewkaristija” (ibid. n. 33).

Din ukoll hija ckkazjoni tajba biex insemmu I-kontribut bhala offerta
lill-hidma appostolika tal-Knisja mis-Socjetajiet denji Pontifi¢ji
Missjunarji. Dawn huma ghal qalbi hafna u nirringrazzjhom f’isimkom
ilkoll ghas-servizz siewi li jaghtu ghall-evangelizzazzjoni 1-gdida u ghall-
missjoni ‘ad gentes’. Nitlobkom 1i tghinuhom spiritwalment u

512



DOKUMENTI MILL-KNISJA UNIVERSALI

materjalment sabiex ukoll bil-kontribuzzjoni taghhom ix-xandir ta’ 1-
Evangelju jilhaq il-popli kollha tad-dinja.

B’dawn is-sentimenti, waqt li nsejjah l-interéessjoni maternal ta’ Marija
“il-mara ta’ 1-Ewkaristija”, jien bil-qalb kollha naghtikom il-Barka
Appostolika tieghi.

Mill-Vatikan, 19 t’April 2004

GWANNI PAWLU II
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APOSTOLIC LETTER

“MANE NOBISCUM DOMINE”

of the Holy Father John Paul IT

to the Bishops, Clergy and Faithful for the year
of the Eucharist October 2004 — October 2005

INTRODUCTION

1. “Stay with us, Lord, for it is almost evening” (cf. Lk 24:29). This
was the insistent invitation that the two disciples journeying to Emmaus
on the evening of the day of the resurrection addressed to the Wayfarer
who had accompanied them on their journey. Weighed down with
sadness, they never imagined that this stranger was none other than their
Master, risen from the dead. Yet they felt their hearts burning within
them (cf. v. 32) as he spoke to them and “explained” the Scriptures. The
light of the Word unlocked the hardness of their hearts and “opened their
eyes” (cf. v.31). Amid the shadows of the passing day and the darkness
that clouded their spirit, the Wayfarer brought a ray of light which
rekindled their hope and led their hearts to yearn for the fullness of light.
“Stay with us”, they pleaded. And he agreed. Soon afterwards, Jesus’
face would disappear, yet the Master would “stay” with them, hidden
in the “breaking of the bread” which had opened their eyes to recognize
him.

2.The image of the disciples on the way to Emmaus can serve as a fitting
guide for a Year when the Church will be particularly engaged in living
out the mystery of the Holy Eucharist. Amid our questions and difficulties,
and even our bitter disappointments, the divine Wayfarer continues to
walk at our side, opening to us the Scriptures and leading us to a deeper
understanding of the mysteries of God. When we meet him fully, we will
pass from the light of the Word to the light streaming from the “Bread -
of life”, the supreme fulfilment of his promise to “be with us always, to
the end of the age” (cf. Mt 28:20)..
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3. The “breaking of bread” —as the Eucharist was called in earliest
times—has always been at the centre of the Church’s life. Through it
Christ makes present within time the mystery of his death and resurrection.
In it he is received in person as the “living bread come down from heaven”
(Jn 6:51),and with him we receive the pledge of eternal life and a foretaste
of the eternal banquet of the heavenly Jerusalem. Following the teaching
of the Fathers, the Ecumenical Councils and my own Predecessors, I have
frequently urged the Church to reflect upon the Eucharist, most recently
in the Encyclical Ecclesia de Eucharistia. Here I do not intend to repeat
this teaching, which I trust will be more deeply studied and understood.
At the same time I thought it helpful for this purpose fo dedicate an entire
Year to this wonderful sacrament.

4. As is known, the Year of the Eucharist will be celebrated from
October 2004 to October 2005. The idea for this celebration came from
two events which will serve to mark its beginning and end: the
International Eucharistic Congress, which will take place from 10-17
October 2004 in Guadalajara, Mexico, and the Ordinary Assembly of the
Synod of Bishops, which will be held in the Vatican from 2-29 October
2005 on the theme: “The Eucharist: Source and Summit of the Life and
Mission of the Church”. I was also guided by another consideration: this
year’s World Youth Day will take place in Cologne from 16-21 August
2005. I would like the young people to gather around the Eucharist as the
vital source which nourishes their faith and enthusiasm. A Eucharistic
initiative of this kind had been on my mind for some time: it is a natural
development of the pastoral impulse which [ wanted to give to the Church,
particularly during the years of preparation for the Jubilee and in the years
that followed it.

5. In the present Apostolic Letter, I wish to reaffirm this pastoral
continuity and to help everyone to grasp its spiritual significance. As for
the particular form which the Year of the Eucharist will take, I am
counting on the personal involvement of the Pastors of the particular
Churches, whose devotion to this great Mystery will not fail to suggest
suitable approaches. My Brother Bishops will certainly understand that
this initiative, coming as it does so soon after the celebration of the Year
of the Rosary, is meant to take place on a deeply spiritual level, so that
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it will in no way interfere with the pastoral programmes of the individual
Churches. Rather, it can shed light upon those programmes, anchoring
them, so to speak, in the very Mystery which nourishes the spiritual life
of the faithful and the initiatives of each local Church. I am not asking
the individual Churches to alter their pastoral programmes, but to
emphasize the Eucharistic dimension which is part of the whole Christian
life. For my part, I would like in this Letter to offer some basic guidelines;
and I am confident that the People of God, at every level, will welcome
my proposal with enthusiasm and fervent love.

I
IN THE WAKE OF THE COUNCIL
AND THE GREAT JUBILEE

Looking towards Christ

6. Ten years ago, in Tertio Millennio Adveniente (10 November 1994),
I had the joy of proposing to the Church a programme of preparation for
the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000. 1t seemed to me that this historic moment
presented itself as a great grace. I realized, of course, that a simple
chronological event, however evocative, could not by itself bring about
great changes. Unfortunately the Millennium began with events which were
in tragic continuity with the past, and often with its worst aspects. A scenario
emerged which, despite certain positive elements, is marred by acts of
violence and bloodshed which cause continued concern. Even so, in inviting
the Church to celebrate the Jubilee of the two-thousandth anniversary of the
Incarnation, I was convinced—and I still am, more than ever!—that this
celebration would be of benefit to humanity in the “long term”.

Jesus Christ stands at the centre not just of the history of the Church,
but also the history of humanity. In him, all things are drawn together (cf.
Eph 1:10; Col 1:15-20). How could we forget the enthusiasm with which
the Second Vatican Council, quoting Pope Paul VI, proclaimed that Christ
is “the goal of human history, the focal point of the desires of history and
civilization, the centre of mankind, the joy of all hearts, and the fulfilment
of all aspirations”?®" The Council’s teaching gave added depth to our
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understanding of the nature of the Church, and gave believers a clearer
insight not only into the mysteries of faith but also into earthly realities,
seen in the light of Christ. In the Incarnate Word, both the mystery of God
and the mystery of man are revealed.®® In him, humanity finds redemption
and fulfilment.

7. In the Encyclical Redemptor Hominis, at the beginning of my
Pontificate, I developed this idea, and I have frequently returned to it on
other occasions. The Jubilee was a fitting time to invite believers once
again to consider this fundamental truth. The preparation for the great
event was fully Trinitarian and Christocentric. Within this plan, there
clearly had to be a place for the Eucharist. At the start of this Year of the
Eucharist, I repeat the words which I wrote in Tertio Millennio Adveniente:
“The Year 2000 will be intensely Eucharistic; in the Sacrament of the
Eucharist the Saviour, who took flesh in Mary’s womb twenty centuries
ago, continues to offer himself to humanity as the source of divine life” ®
The International Eucharistic Congress, held that year in Rome, also

helped to focus attention on this aspect of the Great Jubilee. It is also worth # .-

recalling that my Apostolic Letter Dies Domini, written in preparation for
the Jubilee, invited believers to meditate on Sunday as the day of the Risen
Lord and the special day of the Church. At that time I urged everyone to
rediscover the celebration of the Eucharist as the heart of Sunday.®

Contemplating with Mary the face of Christ

8. The fruits of the Great Jubilee were collected in the Apostolic Letter
Novo Millennio Ineunte. In this programmatic document, I suggested an
ever greater pastoral engagement based on the contemplation of the face
of Christ, as part of an ecclesial pedagogy aimed at “the high standard”
of holiness and carried out especially through the art of prayer.®> How
could such a programme be complete without a commitment to the liturgy
and in particular to the cultivation of Eucharistic life? As 1 said at the time:
“In the twentieth century, especially since the Council, there has been a
great development in the way the Christian community celebrates the
Sacraments, especially the Eucharist. It is necessary to continue in this
direction, and to stress particularly the Sunday Eucharist and Sunday
itself, experienced as a special day of faith, the day of the Risen Lord and
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of the gift of the Spirit, the true weekly Easter”.® In this context of a
training in prayer, I recommended the celebration of the Liturgy of the
Hours, by which the Church sanctifies the different hours of the day and
the passage of time through the liturgical year.

9. Subsequently, with the proclamation of the Year of the Rosary and
the publication of the Apostolic Letter Rosarium Virginis Mariae, 1
returned to the theme of contemplating the face of Christ, now from a
Marian perspective, by encouraging once more the recitation of the
Rosary. This traditional prayer, so highly recommended by the
Magisterium and so dear to the People of God, has a markedly biblical
and evangelical character, focused on the name and the face of Jesus as
contemplated in the mysteries and by the repetition of the “Hail Mary”.
In its flow of repetitions, it represents a kind of pedagogy of love, aimed
at evoking within our hearts the same love that Mary bore for her Son.
For this reason, developing a centuries-old tradition by the addition of the
mysteries of light, I sought to make this privileged form of contemplation
an even more complete “compendium of the Gospel”.”” And how could
the mysteries of light not culminate in the Holy Eucharist?

From the Year of the Rosary to the Year of the Euchar

10. In the midst of the Year of the Rosary, 1 issued the Encyclical Letter
Ecclesia de Eucharistia, with the intention of shedding light on the
mystery of the Eucharist in its inseparable and vital relation to the Church.
I urged all the faithful to celebrate the Eucharistic sacrifice with due
reverence, offering to Jesus present in the Eucharist, both within and
outside Mass, the worship demanded by so great a Mystery. Above all,
I suggested once again the need for a Eucharistic spirituality and pointed
to Mary, “woman of the Eucharist”,® as its model.

The Year of the Eucharist takes place against a background which has been
enriched by the passage of the years, while remaining ever rooted in the theme
of Christ and the contemplation of his face. In a certain sense, it is meant to
be a year of synthesis, the high-point of a journey in progress. Much could
be said about how to celebrate this year. I would simply offer some reflections
intended to help us all to experience it in a deeper and more fruitful way.
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II
THE EUCHARIST, A MYSTERY OF LIGHT

“He interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning
himself’ (Lk 24:27)

11. The account of the Risen Jesus appearing to the two disciples on
the road to Emmaus helps us to focus on a primary aspect of the Eucharistic
mystery, one which should always be present in the devotion of the People
of God: The Eucharist is a mystery of light! What does this mean, and
what are its implications for Christian life and spirituality?

Jesus described himself as the “light of the world” (Jn 8:12), and this
quality clearly appears at those moments in his life, like the
Transfiguration and the Resurrection, in which his divine glory shines
forth brightly. Yet in the Eucharist the glory of Christ remains veiled. The
Eucharist is pre-eminently a mysterium fidei. Through the mystery of his
complete hiddenness, Christ becomes a mystery of light, thanks to which
believers are led into the depths of the divine life. By a happy intuition,
Rublév’s celebrated icon of the Trinity clearly places the Eucharist at the
centre of the life of the Trinity.

12. The Eucharist is light above all because at every Mass the liturgy
of the Word of God precedes the liturgy of the Eucharist in the unity of
the two “tables”, the table of the Word and the table of the Bread. This
continuity is expressed in the Eucharistic discourse of Saint John’s Gospel,
where Jesus begins his teaching by speaking of the mystery of his person
and then goes on to draw out its Eucharistic dimension: “My flesh is food
indeed, and my blood is drink indeed” (Jn 6:55). We know that this was
troubling for most of his listeners, which led Peter to express the faith of
the other Apostles and of the Church throughout history: “Lord, to whom
can we go? You have the words of eternal life” (Jn 6:68). In the account
of the disciples on the road to Emmaus, Christ himself intervenes to show,
“beginning with Moses and all the prophets”, how “all the Scriptures”
point to the mystery of his person (cf. Lk 24:27). His words make the
hearts of the disciples “burn” within them, drawing them out of the"
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darkness of sorrow and despair, and awakening in them a desire to remain
with him: “Stay with us, Lord” (cf. v. 29).

13. The Fathers of the Second Vatican Council, in the Constitution
Sacrosanctum Concilium, sought to make “the table of the word” offer
the treasures of Scripture more fully to the faithful.®> Consequently they
allowed the biblical readings of the liturgy to be proclaimed in a language
understood by all. It is Christ himself who speaks when the Holy Scriptures
are read in the Church.!!® The Council Fathers also urged the celebrant
to treat the homily as part of the liturgy, aimed at explaining the word of
God and drawing out its meaning for the Christian life.(!V Forty years after
the Council, the Year of the Eucharist can serve as an important
opportunity for Christian communities fo evaluate their progress in this
area. It is not enough that the biblical passages are read in the vernacular,
if they are not also proclaimed with the care, preparation, devout attention
-and meditative silence that enable the word of God to touch people’s
minds and hearts.

“They recognized him in the breaking of bread” (cf. Lk 24:35)

14. It is significant that the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, duly
prepared by our Lord’s words, recognized him at table through the simple
gesture of the “breaking of bread”. When minds are enlightened and hearts
are enkindled, signs begin to “speak”. The Eucharist unfolds in a dynamic
context of signs containing a rich and luminous message. Through these
signs the mystery in some way opens up before the eyes of the believer.

AsIemphasized in my Encyclical Ecclesia de Eucharistia, it is important
that no dimension of this sacrament should be neglected. We are constantly
tempted to reduce the Eucharist to our own dimensions, while in reality it
is we who must open ourselves up to the dimensions of the Mystery. “The
Eucharist is too great a gift to tolerate ambiguity and depreciation”.(1?

15. There is no doubt that the most evident dimension of the Eucharist
is that it is a meal. The Eucharist was born, on the evening of Holy
Thursday, in the setting of the Passover meal. Being a meal is part of its
very structure. “Take, eat... Then he took a cup and... gave it to them,
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saying: Drink from it, all of you” (Mt 26:26, 27). As such, it expresses
the fellowship which God wishes to establish with us and which we
ourselves must build with one another.

Yet it must not be forgotten that the Eucharistic meal also has a
profoundly and primarily sacrificial meaning."® In the Eucharist, Christ
makes present to us anew the sacrifice offered once for all on Golgotha.
Present in the Eucharist as the Risen Lord, he nonetheless bears the marks
of his passion, of which every Mass is a “memorial”, as the Liturgy
reminds us in the acclamation following the consecration: “We announce
your death, Lord, we proclaim your resurrection...”. At the same time,
while the Eucharist makes present what occurred in the past, it also impels
us towards the future, when Christ will come again at the end of history.
This “eschatological” aspect makes the Sacrament of the Eucharist an
event which draws us into itself and fills our Christian journey with hope.

“I am with you always...” (Mt 28:20)

16. All these dimensions of the Eucharist come together in one aspect
which more than any other makes a demand on our faith: the mystery of
the “real” presence. With the entire tradition of the Church, we believe
that Jesus is truly present under the Eucharistic species. This presence—
as Pope Paul VI rightly explained—is called “real” not in an exclusive
way, as if to suggest that other forms of Christ’s presence are not real,
but par excellence, because Christ thereby becomes substantially present,
whole and entire, in the reality of his body and blood.("¥ Faith demands
that we approach the Eucharist fully aware that we are approaching Christ
himself. It is precisely his presence which gives the other aspects of the
Eucharist — as meal, as memorial of the Paschal Mystery, as
eschatological anticipation — a significance which goes far beyond mere
symbol- ism. The Eucharist is a mystery of presence, the perfect fulfilment
of Jesus’ promise to remain with us until the end of the world.

Celebrating, worshiping, contemplating

17. The Eucharist is a great mystery! And it is one which above all must
be well celebrated. Holy Mass needs to be set at the centre of the Christian
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life and celebrated in a dignified manner by every community, in
accordance with established norms, with the participation of the assembly,
with the presence of ministers who carry out their assigned tasks, and with
a serious concern that singing and liturgical music be suitably “sacred”.
One specific project of this Year of the Eucharist might be for each parish
community to study the General Instruction of the Roman Missal. The best
way to enter into the mystery of salvation made present in the sacred
“signs” remains that of following faithfully the unfolding of the liturgical
year. Pastors should be committed to that “mystagogical” catechesis so
dear to the Fathers of the Church, by which the faithful are helped to
understand the meaning of the liturgy’s words and actions, to pass from
its signs to the mystery which they contain, and to enter into that mystery
in every aspect of their lives.

18. There is a particular need to cultivate g lively awareness of Christ’s
real presence, both in the celebration of Mass and in the worship of the
Eucharist outside Mass. Care should be taken to show that awareness
through tone of voice, gestures, posture and bearing. In this regard,
liturgical law recalls—and I myself have recently reaffirmed!>—the
importance of moments of silence both in the celebration of Mass and in
Eucharistic adoration. The way that the ministers and the faithful treat the
Eucharist should be marked by profound respect.!® The presence of Jesus
in the tabernacle must be a kind of magnetic pole attracting an ever greater
number of souls enamoured of him, ready to wait patiently to hear his
voice and, as it were, to sense the beating of his heart. “O taste and see
that the Lord is good!” (Ps 34:8).

During this year Eucharistic adoration outside Mass should become a
particular commitment for individual parish and religious communities.
Let us take the time to kneel before Jesus present in the Eucharist, in order
to make reparation by our faith and love for the acts of carelessness and
neglect, and even the insults which our Saviour must endure in many parts
of the world. Let us deepen through adoration our personal and communal
contemplation, drawing upon aids to prayer inspired by the word of God
and the experience of so many mystics, old and new. The Rosary itself,
when it is profoundly understood in the biblical and christocentric form
which I recommended in the Apostolic Letter Rosarium Virginis Mariae,
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will prove a particularly fitting introduction to Eucharistic contemplation,
a contemplation carried out with Mary as our companion and guide.!!”

This year let us also celebrate with particular devotion the Solemnity
of Corpus Christi, with its traditional procession. Our faith in the God who
took flesh in order to become our companion along the way needs to be
everywhere proclaimed, especially in our streets and homes, as an
expression of our grateful love and as an inexhaustible source of blessings.

III
THE EUCHARIST
SOURCE AND MANIFESTATION
OF COMMUNION

“Abide in me, and I in you” (Jn 15:4) |

-.19. When the disciples on the way to Emmaus asked Jesus to stay
“with” them, he responded by giving them a much greater gift: through
the Sacrament of the Eucharist he found a way to stay “in” them.
Receiving the Eucharist means entering into a profound communion with
Jesus. “Abide in me, and I in you” (Jn 15:4). This relationship of profound
and mutual “abiding” enables us to have a certain foretaste of heaven on
earth. Is this not the greatest of human yearnings? Is this not what God
had in mind when he brought about in history his plan of salvation? God
has placed in human hearts a “hunger” for his word (cf. Am 8:11), a hunger
which will be satisfied only by full union with him. Eucharistic
communion was given so that we might be “sated” with God here on earth,
in expectation of our complete fulfilment in heaven.

One bread, one body

20. This special closeness which comes about in Eucharistic
“communion” cannot be adequately understood or fully experienced apart
from ecclesial communion. I emphasized this repeatedly in my Encyclical
Ecclesia de Eucharistia. The Church is the Body of Christ: we walk “with
Christ” to the extent that we are in relationship “with his body”. Christ
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provided for the creation and growth of this unity by the outpouring of
his Holy Spirit. And he himself constantly builds it up by his Eucharistic
presence. It is the one Eucharistic bread which makes us one body. As
the Apostle Paul states: “Because there is one bread, we who are many
are one body, for we all partake of the one bread” (1Cor 10:17). In the
mystery of the Eucharist Jesus builds up the Church as a communion, in
accordance with the supreme model evoked in his priestly prayer: “Even
as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they may also be in us, so
that the world may believe that you have sent me” (Jn 17:21).

21. The Eucharist is both the source of ecclesial unity and its greatest
manifestation. The Eucharist is an epiphany of communion. For this reason
the Church sets conditions for full participation in the celebration of the
Eucharist.(!® These various limitations ought to make us ever more
conscious of the demands made by the communion which Jesus asks of
us. It is a hierarchical communion, based on the awareness of a variety
of roles and ministries, as is seen by the reference to the Pope and the
Diocesan Bishop in the Eucharistic Prayer. It is a fraternal communion,
cultivated by a “spirituality of communion” which fosters reciprocal
openness, affection, understanding and forgiveness.(!?)

“.. of one heart and soul” (Acts 4:32)

22. At each Holy Mass we are called to measure ourselves against the
ideal of communion which the Acts of the Apostles paints as a model for
the Church in every age. It is the Church gathered around the Apostles,
called by the word of God, capable of sharing in spiritual goods but in
material goods as well (cf. Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-35). In this Year of the
Eucharist the Lord invites us to draw as closely as possible to this ideal.
Every effort should be made to experience fully those occasions mentioned
in the liturgy for the Bishop’s “Stational Mass”, which he celebrates in
the cathedral together with his presbyters and deacons, with the
participation of the whole People of God. Here we see the principal
“manifestation” of the Church.®® It would be praiseworthy to specify
other significant occasions, also on the parochial level, which would
increase a sense of communion and find in the Eucharistic celebration a
source of renewed fervour.
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The Lord’s Day

23. In a particular way I ask that every effort be made this year to
experience Sunday as the day of the Lord and the day of the Church. I
would be happy if everyone would reflect once more on my words in the
Apostolic Letter Dies Domini. “At Sunday Mass, Christians relive with
particular intensity the experience of the Apostles on the evening of
Easter, when the Risen Lord appeared to them as they were gathered
together (cf. Jn 20:19). In a sense, the People of God of all times were
present in that small nucleus of disciples, the first-fruits of the Church”.?D
During this year of grace, priests in their pastoral ministry should be even
more attentive to Sunday Mass as the celebration which brings together
the entire parish community, with the participation of different groups,
movements and associations.

v
THE EUCHARIST,
PRINCIPLE AND PLAN OF “MISSION”

“They set out immediately” (cf. Lk 24:33)

24. The two disciples of Emmaus, upon recognizing the Lord, “set out
immediately” (cf. Lk 24:33), in order to report what they had seen and
heard. Once we have truly met the Risen One by partaking of his body
and blood, we cannot keep to ourselves the joy we have experienced. The
encounter with Christ, constantly intensified and deepened in the
Eucharist, issues in the Church and in every Christian an urgent summons
to testimony and evangelization. I wished to emphasize this in my homily
announcing the Year of the Eucharist, based on the words of Saint Paul:
“As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes” (I Cor 11:26). The Apostle closely relates meal and
proclamation: entering into communion with Christ in the memorial of his
Pasch also means sensing the duty to be a missionary of the event made
present in that rite.®” The dismissal at the end of each Mass is a charge
given to Christians, inviting them to work for the spread of the Gospel
and the imbuing of society with Christian values.
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25. The Eucharist not only provides the interior strength needed for this
mission, but is also —in some sense—izs plan. For the Eucharist is a mode
of being, which passes from Jesus into each Christian, through whose
testimony it is meant to spread throughout society and culture. For this
to happen, each member of the faithful must assimilate, through personal
and communal meditation, the values which the Eucharist expresses, the
attitudes it inspires, the resolutions to which it gives rise. Can we not see
here a special charge which could emerge from this Year of the Eucharist?

Giving thanks

26. One fundamental element of this plan is found in the very meaning
of the word “Eucharist”: thanksgiving. In Jesus, in his sacrifice, in his
unconditional “yes” to the will of the Father, is contained the “yes”, the
“thank you” and the “amen” of all humanity. The Church is called to
remind men and women of this great truth. This is especially urgent in
the context of our secularized culture, characterized as it is by a
forgetfulness of God and a vain pursuit of human self-sufficiency.
Incarnating the Eucharistic “plan” in daily life, wherever people live and
work —in families, schools, the workplace, in all of life’s settings—means
bearing witness that human reality cannot be justified without reference
to the Creator: “Without the Creator the creature would disappear”.?®
This transcendent point of reference, which commits us constantly to give
thanks for all that we have and are—in other words, to a “Eucharistic”
attitude—in no way detracts from the legitimate autonomy of earthly
realities,®® but grounds that autonomy more firmly by setting it within
its proper limits.

In this Year of the Eucharist Christians ought to be committed to
bearing more forceful witness to God’s presence in the world. We should
not be afraid to speak about God and to bear proud witness to our faith.
The “culture of the Eucharist” promotes a culture of dialogue, which here
finds strength and nourishment. It is a mistake to think that any public
reference to faith will somehow undermine the rightful autonomy of the
State and civil institutions, or that it can even encourage attitudes of
intolerance. If history demonstrates that mistakes have also been made in
this area by believers, as I acknowledged on the occasion of the Jubilee,
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this must be attributed not to “Christian roots”, but to the failure of
Christians to be faithful to those roots. One who learns to say “thank you”
in the manner of the crucified Christ might end up as a martyr, but never
as a persecutor.

The way of solidarity

27. The Eucharist is not merely an expression of communion in the
Church’s life; it is also a project of solidarity for all of humanity. In the
celebration of the Eucharist the Church constantly renews her awareness
of being a “sign and instrument” not only of intimate union with God but
also of the unity of the whole human race.®» Each Mass, even when
celebrated in obscurity or in isolation, always has a universal character.
The Christian who takes part in the Eucharist learns to become a promotor
of communion, peace and solidarity in every situation. More than ever,
our troubled world, which began the new Millennium with the spectre of
terrorism and the tragedy of war, demands that Christians learn to
experience the Eucharist as a great school of peace, forming men and
women who, at various levels of responsibility in social, cultural and
political life, can become promotors of dialogue and communion.

At the service of the least

28. There is one other point which I would like to emphasize, since it
significantly affects the authenticity of our communal sharing in the
Eucharist. It is the impulse which the Eucharist gives to the community
for a practical commitment to building a more just and fraternal society.
In the Eucharist our God has shown love in the extreme, overturning all
those criteria of power which too often govern human relations and
radically affirming the criterion of service: “If anyone would be first, he
must be last of all and servant of all” (Mc 9:35). It is not by chance that
the Gospel of John contains no account of the institution of the Eucharist,
but instead relates the “washing of feet” (cf. Jn 13:1-20): by bending down
to wash the feet of his disciples, Jesus explains the meaning of the
Eucharist unequivocally. Saint Paul vigorously reaffirms the impropriety
of a Eucharistic celebration lacking charity expressed by practical sharing
with the poor (cf.I1Cor 11:17-22, 27-34).
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Can we not make this Year of the Eucharist an occasion for diocesan
and parish communities to commit themselves in a particular way to
responding with fraternal solicitude to one of the many forms of poverty
present in our world? I think for example of the tragedy of hunger which
plagues hundreds of millions of human beings, the diseases which afflict
developing countries, the loneliness of the elderly, the hardships faced by
the unemployed, the struggles of immigrants. These are evils which are
present—albeit to a different degree—even in areas of immense wealth.
We cannot delude ourselves: by our mutual love and, in particular, by our
concern for those in need we will be recognized as true followers of Christ
(cf. Jn 13:35; Mr 25:31-46). This will be the criterion by which the
authenticity of our Eucharistic celebrations is judged.

CONCLUSION

29. O Sacrum Convivium, in quo Christus sumitur! The Year of the
Eucharist has its source in the amazement with which the Church
contemplates this great Mystery. It is an amazement which I myself
constantly experience. It prompted my Encyclical Ecclesia de Eucharistia.
As I look forward to the twenty-seventh year of my Petrine ministry, I
consider it a great grace to be able to call the whole Church to contemplate,
praise, and adore in a special way this ineffable Sacrament. May the Year
of the Eucharist be for everyone a precious opportunity to grow in
awareness of the incomparable treasure which Christ has entrusted to his
Church. May it encourage a more lively and fervent celebration of the
Eucharist, leading to a Christian life transformed by love.

There is room here for any number of initiatives, according to the
judgement of the Pastors of the particular Churches. The Congregation
for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments will not fail to
provide some helpful suggestions and proposals. I do not ask, however,
for anything extraordinary, but rather that every initiative be marked by
a profound interiority. If the only result of this Year were the revival in
all Christian communities of the celebration of Sunday Mass and an
increase in Eucharistic worship outside Mass, this Year of grace would
be abundantly successful. At the same time, it is good to aim high, and
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not to be content with mediocrity, since we know we can always count
on God’s help.

30. To you, dear Brother Bishops,1 commend this Year, confident that
you will welcome my invitation with full apostolic zeal.

Dear priests, who repeat the words of consecration each day, and are
witnesses and heralds of the great miracle of love which takes place at
your hands: be challenged by the grace of this special Year; celebrate Holy
Mass each day with the same joy and fervour with which you celebrated
your first Mass, and willingly spend time in prayer before the tabernacle.

May this be a Year of grace also for you, deacons, who are so closely
engaged in the ministry of the word and the service of the altar. I ask you,
lectors, acolytes and extraordinary ministers of holy communion, to
become ever more aware of the gift you have received in the service
entrusted to you for a more worthy celebration of the Eucharist.

In particular I appeal to you, the priests of the future. During your time
in the seminary make every effort to experience the beauty not only of
taking part daily in Holy Mass, but also of spending a certain amount of
time in dialogue with the Eucharistic Lord.

Consecrated men and women, called by that very consecration to more
prolonged contemplation: never forget that Jesus in the tabernacle wants
you to be at his side, so that he can fill your hearts with the experience
of his friendship, which alone gives meaning and fulfilment to your lives.

May all of you, the Christian faithful , rediscover the gift of the Eucharist
as light and strength for your daily lives in the world, in the exercise of
your respective professions amid so many different situations. Rediscover
this above all in order to experience fully the beauty and the mission of
the family.

I have great expectations of you, young people, as I look forward to

our meeting at the next World Youth Day in Cologne. The theme of our
meeting— “We have come to worship him” —suggests how you can best
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experience this Eucharistic year. Bring to your encounter with Jesus,
hidden in the Eucharist, all the enthusiasm of your age, all your hopes,
all your desire to love.

31. We have before us the example of the Saints, who in the Eucharist
found nourishment on their journey towards perfection. How many times
did they shed tears of profound emotion in the presence of this great
mystery, or experience hours of inexpressible “spousal” joy before the
sacrament of the altar! May we be helped above all by the Blessed Virgin
Mary, whose whole life incarnated the meaning of the Eucharist. “The
Church, which looks to Mary as a model, is also called to imitate her in
her relationship with this most holy mystery”.?% The Eucharistic Bread
which we receive is the spotless flesh of her Son: Ave verum corpus natum
de Maria Virgine. In this Year of grace, sustained by Mary, may the
Church discover new enthusiasm for her mission and come to
acknowledge ever more fully that the Eucharist is the source and summit
of her entire life.

To all of you I impart my Blessing as a pledge of grace and joy.
From the Vatican, on 7 October, the Memorial of Our Lady of the
Rosary, in the year 2004, the twenty-sixth of my Pontificate.
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ID-90 JUM DINJI TA’ L-EMIGRANTI U
TAR-REFUGJATI 2004

Messagg tal-Qdusija Tieghu

1-Papa Gwanni Pawlu II

Emigrazzjoni bi skop ta’ paci

1.11-Jum Dinji ta’ L-Emigranti u tar-Refugjati bit-tema “I-Emigrazzjoni
bi skop ta’ paci”, din is-sena jipprovdi opportunita 1i nirriflettu fuq
argument li hu mill-aktar importanti minn qatt qabel. Infatti t-tema
b’kuntrast, tattira l-attenzjoni ta’ l-opinjoni pubblika fuq il-moviment
sforzat tal-bnedmin, waqt li tikkoncentra fuq Certi aspetti problematici ta’
attwalita kbira kawza ta’ gwerra u vjolenza, terrorizmu u oppressjoni,
diskriminazzjoni u ingustizzja, 1i sfortunatament huma dejjem imxandra
fl-ahbarijiet ta’ kuljum. Il-media jxandru fid-djar xeni ta’ sofferenza,
vjolenza u glied bl-armi. Dawn huma tragedji mifruxa fil-pajjizi u fil-
kontinenti u ta’ spiss huma l-pajjizi 1-aktar foqgra 1i huma I-aktar milquta.
B’dan il-mod, tragedja tinghaqad ma’ tragedja ohra.

Sfortunatament ahna drajna naraw evakwati mdejqin, il-harba ddisprata
tar-refugjati, il-wasla f’pajjizi mill-aktar ghonja ta’ immigranti li jfittxu
b’kull mezz soluzzjonijiet ghall-hafna bzonnijiet personali u familjari
taghhom. Hekk il-mistogsija tqum: kif nistghu nitkellmu dwar il-paci
meta sitwazzjonijiet ta’ tensjoni huma rrapportati f’hafna regjonijiet tad-
dinja? U kif il-fenomenu ta’ l-emigrazzjoni jista’ jghin biex tinbena I-paci
fost il-popli?

2.Hadd ma jista’ jichad li l-aspirazzjoni ghall-paci ghandha l-gheruq
taghha fil-qalb tal-parti 1-kbira ta’ 1-umanita. Dik hi ezattament ix-xewqa
hergana li timbotta l-bnedmin li jfittxu kull triq possibbli ghal gejjieni
ahjar ghal kulhadd. Ahna konvinti aktar minn gatt qabel li ghandna
niggieldu kontra l-hsara tal-gwerra mill-giegh nett, ghaliex il-paci mhix
biss tfisser li ma jkunx hemm glied; huwa wkoll pro¢ess dinamiku u
partecipattiv ghal tul ta’ Zmien u 1i jinvolvi kull klassi so¢jali, mill-familji
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ghall-iskejjel u l-istituzzjonijiet varji u 1-korpi nazzjonali u internazzjonali.
Ahna nistghu u ghandna nibnu kultura ta’ paci flimkien li ma thallix li
jsir rikors ghall-armi u ghall-ghamliet kollha ta’ vjolenza. Ghal dan il-
ghan gesti u sforzi ghall-mahfra u ghar-rikon¢iljazzjoni ghandhom jigu
nkuragguti; huwa essenzjali li nirbhu fuq in-nuqqas ta’ ftehim u fuq il-
firda li, kieku ma jsirx hekk, jibqghu minghajr I-ebda tama ta’ soluzzjoni.
Imbaghad hu mehtieg li wiehed jafferma bil-qawwa 1li ma jistax ikun
hemm paci tassew minghajr il-gustizzja u minghajr rispett lejn id-drittijiet
umani. Infatti, tezisti rabta shiha bejn il-gustizzja u I-paci, kif il-Profeta
diga’ ta’ xiehda fit-Testment il-Qadim: “Xoghol is-sewwa jkun is-sliem”
(Is.32,17).

3. Li jinbnew kondizzjonijiet ta’ paci dwar l-emigranti u r-refugjati,
ifisser fil-prattika impenn serjubiex ihares fuq kollox id-dritt li wiehed ma
jemigrax, jigifieri, id-dritt 1i wiehed jghix fil-pac¢i u d-dinjitad f’pajjizu
stess. Permezz ta’ amministrazzjoni lokali u nazzjonali, 1i thares ’il
boghod, kummer¢ aktar gust u kooperazzjoni internazzjonali shiha, huwa
possibbli ghal kull pajjiz li jassigura lill-poplu tieghu, flimkien mal-liberta
ta’ l-espressjoni u li jmur minn post ghal iehor, il-possibbilta’ li jissodisfa
I-htigijiet bazi¢i bhalma huma I-ikel, kura tas-sahha, ix-xoghol, id-djar
u l-edukazzjoni; in-nuqqas ta’ dawn il-htigijiet igieghlu lil hafna biex 1-
unika ghazla li jibaghlom tkun li jemigraw.

Dagshekk iehor, id-dritt li wiehied jemigra jezisti. Dan id-dritt, ifakkar
il-Beatu Gwanni XXI1l fl-Enciklika Mater et Magistra huwa bbazat fuq
id-destinazzjoni universali tal-gid ta’ din id-dinja (cfr nr.30 u 33).
Ovvjament huwa d-dmir tal-gvernijiet li jirregolaw ic¢-caqliq ta’ I-
emigrazzjoni waqt li jirrispettaw bis-shih id-dinjita tal-persuni u I-
bZzonnijiet tal-familji taghhom, waqt li jgisu l-esigenzi tal-pajjizi 1i se
jilqghu l-emigranti. F’dan ir-rigward, diga’ jezistu Ftehimiet
Internazzjonali 1i jharsu 1il dawk 1i jemigraw, kif ukoll 1il dawk 1i jfittxu
f’pajjiz iehor refugju u kenn politiku. Dawn il-ftehemiet jistghu dejjem
aktar jigu perfezzjonati.

4. Hadd ma ghandu jibqa’ insensibbli quddiem il-qaghda li fiha jghixu

folol ta’ emigranti. Huma geghdin imhabbta mill-grajjiet, ta’ spiss
b’qaghdiet drammati¢i warajhom. Il-mass media jxandru xeni 1i jganqlu
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u xi drabi ta’ biza’ ta’ dawn il-popli. Huma tfal, Zghazagh, adulti u anzjani
b’wi¢chom mixrub u b’ghajnejhom li juru swied il-qalb u solitudni. Fil-
kampijiet fejn ikunu migbura ghandhom esperjenza ta’ restrizzjonijiet
serji. Masdankollu, huwa sewwa f’dan ir-rigward li wiehed jaghraf it-
thabrik ta’ hafna organizzazzjonijiet pubbli¢i u privati biex itaffu s-
sitwazzjonijiet gravi li jezistu f’hafna nahiet tad-dinja.

Langas mhu possibbli 1i ma tikkundannax il-garr ipprattikat minn nies
bla skruplu li jabbandunaw fuq il-bahar, fuq dghajjes zghar, bnedmin
iddisprati 1i ged iffitxu gejjieni aktar cert. Kulhadd, f’kondizzjonijiet
kriti¢i, ikollu bZzonn ghajnuna pronta u konkreta.

5. Minkejja 1-problemi li jien semmejt, id-dinja ta’ l-emigranti tista’
toffri kontribut validu ghat-tishih tal-paci. L-emigrazzjoni tista’, infatti,
thaffef it-tlaqqigh u l-ftehim tac-Civiltajiet kif ukoll bejn individwi u
komunitajiet. Id-djalogu fejjiedi bejn il-kulturi, kif ktibt fil-Messagg
tieghi ghall-Jum Dinji tal-Paci 2001, huwa t-“triq obligatorja ghall-bini
ta’ dinja fil-pac¢i” (nr.3). Dan isehh meta l-emigranti huma ttrattati bir-
rispett proprju ghad-dinjita ta’ kull wiehed: meta kull mezz possibbli
jintuza biex igib ’il quddiem il-kultura li tilqa’ u I-kultura tal-paci 1i twitti
d-differenzi u tfittex id-djalogu, izda minghajr ma thalli ghamliet ta’
indifferentizmu li jinbtu meta hemm il-valuri fin-nofs. Din il-fidu¢ja fis-
solidarjetd ssir don u kondizzjoni ta’ paci.

Jekk l-integrazzjoni gradwali ta’ l-emigranti kollha hija meghjuna bir-
rispett ghall-identita taghhom u fl-istess hin thares il-patrimonju kulturali
tal-popli li jircevuhom, ir-riskju jkun inqgas li jinghaqdu flimkien u jifformaw
“ghettos” reali li fihom jibqghu izolati mill-kuntest so¢jali u xi drabi wkoll
jispiccaw biex inisslu xewqa li jiehdu f’idejhom bil-mod it-territorju.

" Meta d-“diversitajiet” jiltaqghu u jkunu integrati, jibdew “koezistenza”
ta’ hbiberija bejn id-differenzi. Jingharfu mill-gdid il-valuri komuni f’kull
kultura, 1i jghaqqdu aktar milli jifirdu u li rabbew gheruq fl-istess art
umana. Dan jinkuraggixxi l-izvilupp ta’ djalogu li jhalli I-frott biex ihejji
triq ghat-tolleranza re¢iproka, realistika u ta’ rispett tal-partikularitajiet ta’
xulxin. Taht dawn il-kondizzjonijiet, il-fenomenu ta’ l-emigrazzjoni jghin
biex issehh il-“holma” ta’ kultura ta’ paci ghall-umanita kollha.
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6. “Imberkin dawk li jgibu l-pac¢i”! Dan qal il-Mulej (cfr Mt.5:9).
Ghall-insara, it-tiftix ghal komunjoni fraterna fost il-bnedmin ghandu I-
bidu u I-mudell tieghu * Alla, Wiehed fin-natura u Tlieta fil-Persuni. Jien
nittama bis-shih li kull Komunita Ekklezjali, maghmula mill-emigranti u
r-refugjati u minn dawk li jilgghuhom, 1i jiehdu inspirazzjoni mill-ghejun
tal-grazzja, jahdmu minghajr ma jaqtghu qalbhom ghall-bini tal-paci. Jalla
hadd ma jhalli l-ingustizzja, id-diffikultajiet jew it-tfixkil ikunu ta’
skuraggiment! ,

Jekk il-“holma” ta’ dinja fil-pa¢i hija mixtieqa minn kulhadd, jekk is-
sehem tar-refugjati u ta’ l-emigranti jinghata valur xieraq, imbaghad 1-
umanita tkun tista’ ssir aktar u aktar familja universali u d-dinja taghna
ssir tassew “dar ta’ kulhadd”.

7. Bil-hajja tieghu u I-mewt fuq is-salib, Gest wriena t-triq li ghandna
niehdu. Bil-qawmien tieghu mill-mewt, huwa assigurana li r-rieda tajba
dejjem tirbah fuq il-Hazen u 1i kull sforz taghna, kull sofferenza taghna
li noffru lill-Missier tas-Sema f’ghagda mal-passjoni tieghu,
jikkontribwixxu biex isehh il-pjan universali tas-salvazzjoni.

B’din i¢-Certezza, jien nistieden lil dawk kollha fil-qasam vast ta’ 1-
emigrazzjoni li jkunu bnedmin li jgibu l-paci. Ghal dan il-ghan, jien
nassigurahom li niftakar fihom spec¢jalment fit-talb u waqt li jien insejjah
l-interCessjoni materna ta’ Marija, Omm l-Iben il-Wahdieni ta’ Alla
maghmul bniedem, jien nibghat il-barka tieghi lil kull wiehed u wahda
minnhom. ’

Mill-Vatikan, 15 ta’ Dicembru 2003

Gwanni Pawlu 11
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40 ANNIVERSARJU TA’ L-INDIPENDENZA
Messagg ta’ Mons Arc¢isqof Guzeppi Mercieca

Fis-servizz tal-bniedem

I¢-celebrazzjoni tal-grajja storika 1i fiha pajjizna sar
Indipendenti hija opportunita ghall-poplu taghna biex igedded ir-radd
il-hajr tieghu °’1 Alla ghall-ghajnuna kollha li 1-Mulej tana u
ghadu jaghtina matul iz-zminijiet. Din i¢-Celebrazzjoni hija wkoll
okkazjoni tajba biex ahna nirringrazzjaw lil dawk li gew qabilna,
specjalment il-mexxejja politici, li stinkaw biex pajjizna seta jasal fejn
hu I-lum.

Artna u l-poplu taghna ghaddew minn hafna grajjiet, kultant ta’ tbatija
kbira, biex il-poplu taghna seta jibda jimxi fit-triq li jaghzel hu stess —
trig i f’Mejju li ghadda wasslitna biex insiru membri ta’ 1-Unjoni
Ewropea, bid-drittijiet u d-dmirijiet kollha li dan igib mieghu, inkluz 1i
1-prezenza u l-kontribut taghna fl-Unjoni Ewropea jkunu ta’ ispirazzjoni
u ghajnuna halli I-Ewropa tiskopri mill-gdid u tghozz kif imiss 1-gheruq
Insara taghha.

Fl-istorja taghha, 1-Ewropa rceviet it-tezor tal-fidi Nisranija.
Dan ghen lill-Ewropa ssawwar u tibni 1-hajja soc¢jali taghha fuq
prin¢ipji mehudin mill-Vangelu. Il-Kristjanezmu, infatti, niltagghu
mieghu 1-hin kollu fix-xoghlijiet ta’ l-arti, il-letteratura, il-hsieb u 1-
kultura tan-nazzjonijiet Ewropej. Dan il-wirt mhuwiex biss wirt ta’
l-imghoddi. Huwa importanti, anzi huwa mehtieg 1i dan il-wirt
nghozzuh u nghadduh lill-generazzjonijiet il-godda, ghaliex huwa s-
sies tal-hajja ghall-individwi u l-popli li flimkien jifformaw il-
kontinent Ewropew.

Ir-rwol tal-politi¢i Nsara

Il-politi¢i Nsara, li huma msejhin biex jghixu l-impenn taghhom fil-
politika bhala servizz lill-ohrajn, ghandhom rwol importanti hafna x’jagdu
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f’dan ir-rigward. Dan ir-rwol jistghu jagduh billi bla heda jhaddnu u
jipproponu b’mod haj u effettiv il-principji li I-Knisja zviluppat matul iz-
zminijiet permezz tat-taghlim socjali ghani taghha.

Kif hu maghruf, il-princ¢ipji li jipproponi t-taghlim socjali tal-Knisja
mhumiex xi “ideologija” jew, xi “programm politiku”. Huma prin¢ipji li
joffru approw¢ baziku ta’ kif ghandhom jimxu l-bniedem u s-socjeta, fid-
dawl] tal-ligi etika universali li hemm fil-qalb ta’ kull persuna umana, li

Il-lum izjed mill-bierah u ghada izjed mil-lum, il-politiku Nisrani hu
msejjah biex jaghti servizz b’impenn ¢ar u kontinwu, mibni fuq
kompetenza mill-aqwa fil-qadi tad-doveri tieghu u wkoll fuq moralita
soda fl-eZercizzju trasparenti tal-poter. Fl-istess hin, il-politiku jrid
jahdem biex isahhah l-integrita personali tieghu u jara li din tesprimi ruhha
wkoll f’gharfien korrett tal-hajja socjali u politika tal-komunita li huwa
jkun imsejjah biex jaqdi.

Valuri u messaggi

Nemmen li 1-politiku Nisrani Malti ghandu jkun protagonist, kemm
f’pajjizna kif ukoll barra minn xtutna, ta’ valuri u messaggi b’gheruq fil-
Vangelu u t-taghlim socjali tal-Knisja.

Inhoss li, f’din 1-okkazZjoni, ghandi nsemmi xi whud mill-valuri u 1-
messaggi 1i huma tant ghal galb il-Knisja f"Malta u fid-dinja.

Rispett lejn il-hajja: Bhala Nsara, ahna nqgisu 1-hajja umana bhala
sagra u invjolabbli mit-tnissil sal-mewt naturali taghha.  Ghaldagstant, il-
Knisja ma tistax ma tifrahx u ma tappoggjax lill-politici li jirrezistu, bla
tlaqliq, il-pressjoni ta’ min irid, b’mod jew iehor, jigbed lill-poplu taghna
lejn mentalitd favur l-abort u forsi wkoll l-awtanasja. Il-Knisja
tirringrazzja lill-politi¢i li, ghax jaghrfu 1i s-sid tal-hajja huwa biss il-
hallieq, mhux biss jichdu l-abort u l-awtanasja imma wkoll jitkellmu fI-
apert u kullimkien favur ir-rispett lejn il-hajja umana f’kull stadju taghha,
u biex il-hajja tal-bniedem ikollha l-garanziji kollha mehtiega fl-
iffinanzjar tar-ricerka xjentifika.
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II-gid komuni: L-effetti 1i I-process dejjem akbar ta’ globalizazzjoni
ekonomika, kif ukoll il-progress fit-teknologija I-gdida ged ikollhom fuq
l-ogsma l-izjed dghajfin tas-socCjeta, jitolbu attenzjoni u azzjoni adatti u
f’waqthom. Ir-realta tal-lum ghandha bzonn mudell dejjem izjed b’sahhtu
ta’ socjetd mibnija fuq progress ekonomiku sostenibbli, flimkien ma’
solidarjeta konkreta ma’ l-iktar dghajfin u l-iktar vulnerabbli. Il-mira
fundamentali taghna ghandu jkun il-gid komuni, jigifieri 1-gabra flimkien
ta’ dawk il-kundizzjonijiet tal-hajja soc¢jali 1i bihom il-bnedmin ikunu
jistghu jilhqu 1-milja taghhom b’mod aktar shih u aktar malajr.

Appogg ghall-familja: Il-familja hija ghalina, f’pajjizna, 1-ghajn
fundamentali ta’ l-imhabba, is-sigurta’, l-istabbilita, il-kura, il-kenn, 1-
edukazzjoni u 1-gid. Madankollu, ged nghixu fi Zmien meta hemm min
ged jipprova jzarma l-kuncett tal-familja mibnija fuq zwieg bejn ragel
wiehed u mara wahda sal-mewt. Jezisti, infatti, rih ta’ mentalita li tridna
nemmnu u naccettaw mod iehor. Dan hu rih li spiss hu mheggeg minn
vizjoni permissiva tal-libertd, miftuma mir-rieda ta’ Alla ghall-bniedem.
Hemm bzonn li, jaghzel x’jaghzel haddiehor f’pajjizi ohrajn, trigtna bhala
poplu Nisrani tibqa’ ¢ara: Koppja li jkunu jghixu flimkien minghajr ma
Jjizzewgu qatt ma jistghu jintgiesu dagslikieku bejniethom hemm Zwieg
validu. Shubija bhal din mhix zZwieg u qatt ma tista’ tkun megqjusa bhaz-
zwieg. Wisq inqas wiehed ma jista’ jqis shubija bejn persuni ta’ l-istess
sess, bhallikieku dawn ikunu mizzewgin.

Harsien tal-holqien u l-wirt naturali: I1-Knisja f’"Malta tapprezza u
tappoggja l-inizjattivi li qed jittiehdu biex fil-komunita Maltija jikber u
Jissahhah I-gharfien tal-bzonn li nharsu kemm nistghu 1-holgien u I-wirt
naturali. Mistogsija li, inhoss, hija opportuna hafna hija din: F’pajjizna
ghandna I-ligijiet u I-mizuri kollha li jista’ jkollna biex nassiguraw tassew
il-harsien ta’ dak li 1-Mulej ghogbu jaghtina biex ingawduh ahna u 1-
generazzjonijiet ta’ warajna, u biex ma jigrilniex li tagsimiet jew partijiet
sostanzjali minn dan il-wirt jispi¢éa jaqdi biss l-interessi tal-ftit jew
ghanijiet ta’ ghomor qasir?

L-imgiba taghna ma’ xulxin: Nitkellmu hafna, u naghmlu sew, dwar

id-dmir 1i ghandna kull wiehed u wahda minna li f’kull ma nghidu u kull
ma naghmlu nuru 1i ahna nies onesti, integri, responsabbli, dixxiplinati,
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generuzi u li nhaddnu dak kollu li jghinna nibnu so¢jetd ta’ imhabba,
ghaqda, solidarjeth u gustizzja. Meta nghaddu ghall-fatti, perd, insibu
li mhux kollox hu ward u zahar. Il-komunita politika tahseb 1i ged isir
bizzejjed biex kull fejn hemm xi tahsir, dan jigi identifikat u mrazzan
b’gustizzja ma’ kulhadd, minghajr harsien lejn ucuh jew sulluzzu?

Kuragg Nisrani

Kull min ghandu xi funzjoni fil-hajja pubbliku jrid igorr
responsabbiltajiet 1i hafna drabi la jkunu faé¢li u lanqas hfief.

Madankollu, in-Nisrani jaf 1i ghal min ifittex genwinament l-ghajnuna
ta’ Alla huwa dejjem possibbli li jaghti x-xiehda qgalbiena mehtiega biex
f’kull ma jghid u kull ma jaghmel ikun dejjem qaddej kuxjenzjuz u leali
ta’ Missierna li gieghed fis-smewwiet u tal-proxxmu li jkun ged iservi.

Ghandna wkoll il-garanzija 1i Omma Marija hija dejjem lesta li
tintercedi quddiem Binha biex tghin il-bniedem li jsib ruhu f’diffikultajiet.

Jalla 1-Mulej jaghtina lkoll id-dehen u l-ghaqal mehtieg biex kull
wiehed u wahda minna naqdu d-doveri taghna lejn pajjizna u lejn xulxin
kif jitlob minna dmirna bhala Nsara u bhala membri ta’ 1-ghaziza familja
nazzjonali taghna.

KonKattidral ta’ San Gwann

21 ta’ Settembru 2004
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MESSAGG ta’ Mons Arcisqof Guzeppi
Mercieca fit-30 Anniversarju ta’ 1-Ordinazzjoni
Episkopali tieghu

Il-missjoni tas-sac¢erdot

Ghaddew tletin sena minn meta, f’dan l-istess maqdes, il-mibki u qatt
minsi Mons. Ar¢isqof Mikiel Gonzi kkonsagrani Isqof.

Din tal-lum hija, ghalhekk, okkaZjoni specjali ghalija.

Hija okkazjoni biex fiha nirringrazzja fuq kollox lill-Mulej talli,
minghajr merti u minghajr ma jisthoqqli, u minkejja d-dghufijiet umani
tieghi, ghazilni ghal dan il-ministeru. Inroddlu hajr ukoll ghall-ghajnuna
kollha 1i tani u ghadu jaghtini fil-qadi tad-dmirijiet tieghi ta’ sacerdot u
ta’ Isqof. Kienu x’kienu I-mumenti u l-grajjiet ta’ dawn l-ahhar tletin
sena, kien biss bl-ghajnuna ta’ Alla li jien stajt nibga’ naghti s-servizz li
gie fdat f’idejja.

mod ghenuni u ghadhom jghinuni naqdi dmirijieti. Kien biss bil-
kollaborazzjoni u bl-ghajnuna generuza ta’ hafna u hafna li jiena stajt
nerfa’ r-responsabbiltajiet tieghi bhala Isqof matul it-30 sena li ghaddew,
spec¢jalment minn meta sirt Arcisqof ta’ Malta. Nirringrazzjakom ilkoll.
Jiena napprezza l-ghajnuna ta’ kull wiehed u wahda minnkom, u
jiddispjacini hafna meta mhux dejjem ikolli l-okkazjoni li nghidilkom dan
personalment. Nitlob ’1 Alla jzomm idejh fugkom u jroddilkom ghal elf
darba it-tajjeb li fittixtu li taghmlu meta hdimtu mieghi jew qrib tieghi.

It-triq tal-qdusija

L-ewwel riflessjoni tieghi f’dan il-jum sabih u ghaziz nixtieq norbotha
mas-suggett tal-qdusija taghna s-sacerdoti, suggett li ahna s-sacerdoti se
niddiskutu fil-Kungress Internazzjonali 1i se jsir f’pajjizna fix-xahar ta’

Ottubru.
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F’dan il-Kungress, ahna s-sacedoti se nistudjaw flimkien kif nistghu
nahdmu dejjem aktar u ahjar ghall-qdusija taghna fost il-bnedmin fil-
Millennju I-gdid, billi nimxu wkoll fuq il-passi ta’ San Pawl. Kultant issib
min jistagsi: kemm hija possibbli 1-qdusija fiz-zminijiet imqallbin 1i qed
nghixu fihom?

Hija verita, li jiena, fuq ix-xiehda ta’ hafna sacerdoti qaddisiﬁ; nistqarr
u nemmen, li 1-qdusija hija dejjem possibbli, ikunu xi jkunu Z-Zminijiet
u l-isfidi jew id-diffikultajiet i jgibu maghhom.

Il-qdusija hija sejha li Gesti jaghmel lil kulhadd, lid-dixxipli tieghu u
1il hutu kollha, saéerdoti, religjuzi u lajéi. Gesil jheggigna nkunu perfetti
bhal Missierna li hu fis-smewwiet. Il-qdusija, ghalhekk, ghandha tkun
prijorita fil-hajja tan-nisrani, specjalment fostna s-sacerdoti.

Hija l-qdusija awtentika li tipprovdi l-art tajba li fiha u biha ahna s-
sacerdoti nistghu nressqu tassew lill-bnedmin lejn Alla.

Ghaldagstant, huwa importanti hafna li ahna s-sacerdoti nkunu nies ta’
talb, umli, ta’ dixxiplina u sagrifi¢¢ju personali, ta’ ezempju tajjeb f’kull
ma nghidu u naghmlu, dejjem attenti li nghixu bis-shih u nixhdu 1-
weghdiet taghna sacerdotali.

Kultant forsi jkun hemm min jahseb 1i I-hin 1i nirriservaw ghat-talb
jista’ b’xi mod itellifna mir-rankatura tal-hajja appostolika u tal-hidma
tajba u ta’ min ifahharha li naghmlu, kulhadd skond ir-responsabbiltajiet
tieghu, fis-servizz tal-bniedem, f’oqsma bhalma huma dawk ta’ -
edukazzjoni, assistenza, karitd, pariri, appogg u attivitajiet ohrajn.

Madankollu, il-verita hija bil-maqlub. Kif jghid il-Papa Gwanni Pawlu
11, l-iskola vera tal-qdusija hija meta wiehed jghozz it-talb u jqeghdu fil-
qalba ta’ kull pjan tal-hajja u appostolat.

Nistieden u nheggeg lis-sacerdoti kollha biex nikbru dejjem aktar fl-
arti tat-talb. Dan hu s-sigriet ta’ Kristjanita tassew vitali li ma tibzax mill-
gejjieni, peress li hija terga’ dejjem lura lejn I-ghejjun taghha u fihom issib
hajja gdida (Novo Millennio ineunte, n 32).
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Dmir I-Isqof u l-presbiteri

L-Isqof fid-djocesi, kif jghallimna 1-Konéilju Vatikan II fil-Kostituzzjoni
Dommatika Lumen Gentium, ghandu d-dmir u d-dover li gabel kollox
jikkunsidra s-sacerdoti 1i jikkoperaw mieghu bhala wlied u hbieb, kif
ghamel Kristu li sejjah id-dixxipli tieghu mhux qaddejja, izda hbieb.

Min-naha l-ohra, il-Kostituzzjoni Dommatika Lumen Gentium tkompli
tghallem li I-presbiteri huma kollaboraturi prudenti ta’ 1-ordni episkopali,
ghajnuna ta’ 1-Isqof u strument f’idejh.

Taht 1-awtorita ta’ 1-Isqof u maghqudin mieghu fi spirtu ta’ fiduéja u
ta’ generozita, il-presbiteri, ghall-parti tal-missjoni fdata f’idejhom iridu
jagsmu ma’ I-Isqof l-uffi¢¢ju u I-herqa u jhaddmuhom fil-hajja ta’ kuljum
ghall-qdusija.

Minhabba s-sehem fis-sacerdozju u fil-missjoni appostolika, il-
presbiteri ghandhom jaghrfu fl-Isqof il-missier taghhom, u jkunu
maghqudin mieghu b’imhabba sinciera u ubbidjenza. Dan jitlob li I-
presbiteri m’ghandhom jaghmlu xejn minghajr il-gbil ta’ 1-Isqof taghhom.

Din l-ghaqda tal-presbiteri ma’ 1-Isqof taghhom u ma’ huthom is-
sacerdoti I-ohra hija aktar u aktar mehtiega fi Zmienna. Minn dan jigi li
ebda presbiteru ma jista’ jtemm sewwa l-missjoni tieghu meta huwa mifrud
mill-ohrajn bhallikieku ghal rasu. Il-presbiteru jaqdi tajjeb il-missjoni
tieghu sacerdotali biss jekk jghaqqad il-forzi tieghu ma’ dawk ta’ presbiteri
ohrajn taht it-tmexxija ta’ 1-Isqof, dak li jippresiedi fuq il-Knisja.

Huwa importanti hafna, ghalhekk, li I-presbiteri kollha, sew djocesani
u sew religjuzi jghinu lil xulxin biex taht it-tmexxija ta’ 1-Isqof djocesan
ikunu dejjem kooperaturi tal-verita.
Sacerdoti qabel kollox

Nixtieq hafna li s-sacerdoti niftakru dejjem, kollna kemm ahna, li fl-

ordinazzjoni sacerdotali taghna ahna haddanna s-sejha li jkollna sehem
mis-sacerdozju etern ta’ Kristu.
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Hemm bzonn 1i kull sacerdot jifhem, bis-serjeta, li I-ewwelnett u
quddiemnett ahna sacerdoti — mhux mexxejja jew ezekuttivi ta’ xi
azjenda kummercjali jew parti minnha, inkella uffi¢jali b’sehem f’karigi
ta’ poter ¢ivili jew xort’ohira, imma sacerdoti.

II-lum iktar mill-bierah, il-Knisja, f’pajjizna wkoll, ghandna bzonn li
s-sacerdoti jkunu sacerdoti 24 siegha kuljum.

Jiena nifrah hafna meta nara sacerdoti li, fl-imhabba, 1-ghozza u d-
dedikazzjoni li ghandhom ghall-ministeru sacerdotali taghhom, jieqfu
jipprattikaw certi kwalitajiet professjonali jew xoghol iehor gheziez ghalihom,
biex jaghtu lilhom infushom kompletament ghall-hidma sacerdotali.

Mill-banda l-ohra jiddispja¢ini hafna meta, minghajr l-approvazzjoni
ta’ I-Isqof, u b’nuqqas ta’ ubbidjenza, nara ¢erti sacerdoti jiddedikaw tant
hin u energiji taghhom f’hidmiet jew attivitajiet 1i, ukoll jekk ghandhom
it-tajjeb u l-valur taghhom, m’ghandhomx x’jagsmu mal-ministeru
sacerdotali taghhom.

Jizbalja s-sacerdot 1i jirriskja li jibdel il-missjoni tieghu f’inizjattivi
temporali, purament ta’ natura soc¢jali jew politika, ghaliex dan it-tip ta’
xoghol huwa barrani ghall-ministeru tieghu sacerdotali. Esperjenza bhal
din ma tkun tfisser ebda rebha. Ghall-kuntrarju, tkun tfisser telfa kbira
ghall-frott evangeliku tal-Knisja.

Is-sacerdot ghandu jhabrek biex, akkost ta’ kull sagrificcju personali,
ikun punt ¢entrali ta’ fraternita spiritwali. Huwa jrid jiehu hsieb li quddiem
il-membri kollha tal-Knisja huwa jidher u jkun dejjem bniedem ta’ Alla,
li jahdem id f’id ma’ 1-Isqof djo¢esan. Hija din ix-xiehda li tghin il-bniedem
jersaq lejn Alla. In-nuqqas ta’ 1-ghaqgda tas-sacerdot ma’ 1-Isqof jista’ jgib
konfuzjoni. Tkun disgrazzja kbira jekk ikun hemm xi hadd li jhossu
mgerrex milli jersaq ghand sacerdot — tkun xi tkun ir-raguni.

Talba

Nistieden lil kulhadd jinghaqad mieghi f’talba biex Alla jbierek is-
sacerdoti kollha ghal dak kollu li nwettqu fl-ghalqa tieghu, fil-gadi tal-
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ministeru 1i huwa fdalna f’idejna. Nitolbu wkoll lill-Mulej jimla lis-
sacerdoti kollha bil-grazzja tieghu, sabiex fil-prezent u l-gejjieni
jirnexxilna nahdmu ghar-Renju tal-Mulej bic-cahda personali kollha li
tista’ tkun mehtiega minna, imma wkoll bil-ferh. Jalla, bl-intercessjoni
ta’ Ommna Marija, is-sacerdoti kollha naghrfu nkunu dejjem u f’kull kaz
sacerdoti li jigbdu lin-nies lejn Alla.

KonKattidral ta’ San Gwann

29 ta’ Settembru 2004
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DISKORS

ta’ Mons Ar¢isqof Guzeppi Mercieca
fl-Okkazjoni tas-26 Anniversarju
tal-Papa Gwanni Pawlu II

Messagg ta’ kuragg u verita

L-okkazjoni tal-lum titlob minna, l-ewwelnett, li nroddu hajr lil Alla
ghall-ghajnuna kollha li huwa jaghti lill-Papa Gwanni Pawlu II fil-qadi
tal-ministeru li fdalu f’idejh, kif ukoll ghall-gid kollu li I-Mule;j jippermetti
li jsir permezz tieghu.

Nirringrazzjaw ukoll lill-Papa li, minkejja I-kundizzjoni ta’ sahhtu, ged
ikompli jaqdi l-missjoni tieghu fis-servizz tal-Knisja favur l-umanita,
specjalment favur il-pa¢i fid-dinja, ir-rikon¢iljazzjoni bejn il-popli u 1-
kulturi, id-drittijiet tal-persuna, kif ukoll l-accettazzjoni reciproka bejn
religjonijiet diversi. L-ezempju ta’ sagrifi¢éju personali kbir li Gwanni
Pawlu II qged juri fl-impenn tieghu 1i jkompli jaqdi ’1 Alla u lill-bniedem,
ghandu l-ammirazzjoni mhux biss tal-Kattolici, imma ta’ kull min f’din ix-
xiehda tal-Papa jara mudell spe¢jali ta’ mhabba, dedikazzjoni u generozita.

Minkejja I-kundizzjoni ta’ sahhtu, il-Papa kompla 1-Magisteru tieghu
kemm fl-okkazjonijiet ta’ ¢elebrazzjonijiet liturgici, kif ukoll ta’ gruppi
ta’ pellegrini jew persuni li tinghatalhom udjenza specjali, bhalma huma
l-Ambaxxaturi. Huwa jkompli jittratta wkoll suggetti li jirrigwardaw il-
liberta religjuza, id-drittijiet tal-bniedem u I-Ewropa.

Nitolbu ’1 Alla jaghti lill-Papa 1-ghajnuna tieghu halli 1-Papa jkun jista’
jkompli l-ministeru tieghu ghall-ahjar glorja ta’ Alla u I-gid tal-bnedmin.

“La tibzghux!”

Fil-bidu tal-ministeru tieghu bhala Vigarju ta’ Kristu u SucCessur ta’
San Pietru, Gwanni Pawlu II qgal lill-bnedmin kollha: “La tibzghux!”
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Fis-26 sena li ilu Kap tal-Knisja Universali, il-Papa ta xiehda bla heda
ta’ din l-ezortazzjoni tieghu. Il-Papa jsib dan il-kuragg tieghu kontra I-
biza’, I-ewwelnett mill-Evangelju.

Lil Marija, 1-anglu galilha biex ma tibzax. L-istess intqal lil Guzeppi.
Kienu wkoll bosta 1-okkazjonijiet li fihom Kristu ghamel din l-istedina lil
dawk li kien jghix jew jiltaga’ maghhom. Imbezzghin b’dak 1i raw isehh
meta Gesll gie arrestat, ifflagellat u msallab, kif ukoll inéerti dwar jekk
Kristu 1i Qam mill-Mewt kienx l-istess Kristu 1i huma kienu jafu, lill-
appostli 1-Mulej qalilhom biex ma jibzghux.

Dawn il-kliem ta’ Kristu [-Papa jtennihom lill-umanita kollha, bil-
kelma u bl-ezempju.

Kien hemm okkazjoni meta 1-Papa stess stagsa: ‘Minn xiex
m’ghandniex nibzghu?’ '

IlI-Papa wiegeb 1i dak li m’ghandniex nibzghu minnu hija I-verita
dwarna nfusna. Fil-Vangelu nsibu li, darba minnhom, Pietru, ghax gharaf
din il-verit, inxtehet f’riglejn Gesl u qallu: “Tbieghed minni, Mulej, ghax
jiena ragel midneb!” (Lq 5:8).

Pietru ma kienx l-uniku wiehed li gharaf din il-verita. Kull bniedem
jitghallimha. Imma Kristu jghidilna bhalma qal lil Pietru: “Tibzax!”.
Kristu jghid dan lil kull wiehed u wahda minna, ghax huwa jaf x’hemm
f’qalb kull bniedem. Gesl jfakkarna li Alla huwa Missier li jhobb,
jaghder, ihenn u jahfer.

Il-verita tehles

Ma’ u bhal Kristu, il-Papa jghallimna wkoll biex ma nibzghux mill-
verita, ghax il-verita tehles. Ix-xiehda tal-Papa dwar il-helsien i tikseb il-
verita, barra li ssib gherugha fil-Vangelu, narawha wkoll f’dak 1i ghadda

minnu tul hajtu.

Nistghu nghidu li I-karattru tal-Papa ntaghgen fil-Polonja, art twelidu,
bil-grajjiet kemm tragic¢i u wkoll glorjuzi taghha. L-esperjenza li ghaddiet
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minnha ]-Polonja meta 1-Papa kien ghadu zaghzugh, kienet simbolu tal-
kundizzjoni umana fis-seklu 20, jigifieri t-tagbida ghall-helsien.

[I-hajja u l-grajja tal-Papa, specjalment matul is-26 sena tal-pontifikat
tieghu, fihom infushom juru li fl-aspirazzjoni ghall-helsien, il-verita tohrog
izjed qawwija minn dak li d-dinja s-soltu tqisu bhala poter reali. L-ispirtu
uman, iggwidat mill-verita, isir forza irezistibbli. Il-Papa jurina li I-bniedem
ikun hieles biss jekk jibni hajtu fuq il-verith. Gwanni Pawlu II hadem bla
mistrieh kontra 1-konfuzjoni morali li nibtet u kibret fid-dinja. Din hija
konfuzjoni morali li tghid li I-bniedem jista’ jghix hieles minghajr referenza
ghal verita morali li torbot. Imma I-Papa jghallem u juri li jekk il-helsien
jingata’ mill-verita, isir I-ghadu qgerriedi tieghu stess.

Difensur tal-bniedem

Matul is-26 sena li ghaddew, Gwanni Pawlu II sahaq b’mod ¢ar, ma’
kulhadd u kullimkien, dwar l-isplendur tal-verita, id-dinjita inaljenabbli
tal-bniedem, it-tqassim gust tal-gid tad-dinja, il-bZonn tal-gustizzja ma’
kull mahlug, is-sens ta’ solidarjeta, u l-pac¢i vera.

Il-messagg tal-Papa huwa, il-hin kollu, messagg ta’ kuragg u verita.
Gwanni Pawlu juri lid-dinja, bi kliemu u b’ghemilu, 1i tkun kemm tkun
kbira d-dghufija tal-bniedem, huwa ma ghandux jibza’ ghax il-Missier
Etern ihobbna Ikoll, ukoll jekk nongsuh u nergghu nongsuh.

" Gwanni Pawlu II wassal ukoll lill-umanita kollha I-verita li, permezz tar-
rivelazzjoni ta’ Gesi Kristu, I-Uniku Salvatur taghna Ikoll, il-hallieq wera lill-
bnedmin l-imhabba u 1-hniena bla tarf tieghu ghall-umanita kollha.

Nitolbu ’1 Alla, bl-intercessjoni ta’ Ommna Marija, biex il-Mulej
izomm idejh fuq il-Papa, halli Gwanni Pawlu II ikompli jwassal lid-dinja
kollha t-tama u l-fidu¢ja fil-Missier Etern, li fughom huma mibnijin 1-
messagg u x-xiehda tieghu.

Quddiesa tas-26 Anniversarju tal-Papa

Kon Kattidral ta’ San Gwann, 16 ta’ Ottubru 2004

547



BULLETTIN TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI
Cirkulari Numru 460

Lir-Reverendi Arciprieti, Kappillani, Retturi ta’ Knejjes u Superjuri Religjuzi

30 Anniversarju ta’ 1-Ordinazzjoni Episkopali
ta’ Monsinjur Arcisqof

Nhar 1-Erbgha, 29 ta’ Settembru, jahbat it-tletin anniversarju ta’ 1-
Ordinazzjoni Episkopali ta’ Monsinjur Aréisqof.

Huwa xieraq li f’dak il-jum fit-talb taghna niftakru b’mod spe¢jali fir-
Raghaj Spiritwali taghna u fl-intenzjonijiet tieghu.

Biex ninghaqdu lkoll, f’dan it-talb, fit-Talba tal-Fidili tal-Quddies
kollu tas-Sibt u tal-Hadd u ta’ Settembru, ghandha tinghad ukoll
din l-invokazzjoni: ‘Mulej, hares u seddaq lill-Ar¢isqof taghna biex ikun
ghalina ta’ gid fir-ruh, bil-kelma u bl-ezempju, ha jwassalna mieghu fil-
hena ta’ dejjem’.

Nhar 1-Erbgha, 29 ta’ Settembru, imbaghad, fil-knejjes kollha ta’ 1-
Arcidjocesi fejn tigi celebrata aktar minn Quddiesa wahda, wahda
minnhom jixraq li tkun dik ta’ I-Anniversarju Episkopali ta’ Monsinjur
Ar¢isqof (ara 1-Ordni ghac-celebrazzjoni tal-Quddiesa, pagna 418).

Nhar 1-Erbgha, 29 ta’ Settembru, fis-6.30 ta’ filghaxija, fil-
Konkattidral ta’ San Gwann, Valletta, Monsinjur Aréisqof se jmexxi
Quddiesa koncelebrata ta’ radd il-hajr lil Alla. Is-Sacerdoti kollha,

Huma mistiedna b’mod specjali biex jiehdu sehem f’din il-Quddiesa
it-tfal u zghazagh li jattendu lagghat dwar il-vokazzjoni, kif ukoll novizzi
u juniors fid-diversi kongregazzjonijiet religjuzi u s-seminaristi.

IlI-membri ta’ Istituti ta’ Hajja Konsagrata, il-membri tal-Ghagdiet u
Movimenti Kattoli¢i u I-1ajci kollha huma wkoll mistiedna jiehdu sehem
f’din il-Quddiesa.

Mahruga mill-Kurja Arciveskovili ta’ Malta, Floriana, illum 20
ta’ Settembru 2004.

Kan. Guzepp Bonello ¥ Annetto Depasquale
Agent Kandéillier Isqof Awziljarju

548



DOKUMENTI OHRA MILL-KURJA
Cirkulari Numru 461

Lir-Reverendi Arciprieti, Kappillani, Retturi ta’ Knejjes u Superjuri Religjuzi

Ix-xahar ta’ Ottubru u r-Ruzarju

- Il-Papa Gwanni Pawlu II f’diversi diskorsi tieghu heggeg lill-insara
biex jiskopru s-sbuhija tat-talba tar-Ruzarju.

Ahna nheggukom biex matul dan ix-xahar fil-familji, fil-Knejjes u fil-
komunitajiet tinghad din it-talba b’hagga u devozzjoni ghall-paci fid-
dinja u ghall-familji.

Talb fl-okkazjoni tal-Jum Dinji ghas-Sahha Mentali

Fl-okkazjoni tal-Jum Dinji ghas-Sahha Mentali, li se jinzamm nhar il-
Hadd, 10 ta’ Ottubru 2004, fil-Quddies kollu tas-Sibt filghaxija u tal-Hadd
9 u 10 ta’ Ottubru, fit-Talba tal-Fidili tizdied din I-invokazzjoni: “Ghin,
Mulej, 1il dawk kollha 1i jsofru minn mard mentali u lil dawk li jiehdu
hsiebhom, u aghti lill-familji ta’ hutna l-morda u lilna 1-grazzja li malajr
inhaddnuhom fostna mill-gdid qawwijin u shah”. ‘

Mahruga mill-Kurja Arciveskovili ta’> Malta, Floriana, illum 4 ta’
Ottubru 2004.

Mons. Carmelo Zammit M4 Annetto Depasquale
Vigarju Generali Isqof Awziljarju
Kancillier
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Kors ghal tfajliet 1i se jizzewgu rgiel
mhux Maltin

[I-Kummissjoni Emigranti ged tistieden lit-tfajliet li se jizzewgu ma’
rgiel mhux Maltin, ghal kors ta’ 10 tahditiet i se jibdew f’Dar I-Emigrant,
Misrah Kastilja, Valletta, nhar il-hamis, 14 ta’ Ottubru 2004.

Il-lagghat, li jsiru nhar ta’ Tlieta u nhar ta’ hamis mis-6.00 p.m. sas-
7.00 p.m., jitmexxew minn esperti fil-kamp soc¢jali, mediku, legali u etiku.

Fi tmiem il-kors, it-tfajliet jinghataw certifikat ta’ attendenza biex jigi
pprezentat lill-Kurja, mad-dokumenti l-ohrajn mehtiega meta I-koppja
tapplika ghaz-zwieg.

Il-kitba ghall-kors tista’ ssir f’Dar I-Emigrant, Valletta, mit-Tnejn sal-
Gimgha, mid-9.00 a.m. sal-5.00 p.m. (Tel. 21222644/21240255/
21232545).

13 ta’ Settembru 2004
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Seminar ghas-Sacerdoti dwar 1-Omelija

Madwar 300 sacerdot se jattendu seminar ta’ jum dwar l-omelija bhala
sfida u responsabbilta’.

Is-seminar huwa frott ta’ dak 1i hareg mis-Sinodu Djocesan, li gie
¢elebrat fil-Knisja f’Malta mill-1999 sal-2003. Is-Sinodu sahaq hafna fuq
il-bzonn ta’ aktar formazzjoni dwar l-omelija u forom ohrajn tax-xandir
tal-Kelma.

I-hsieb tas-seminar huwa li jara x’inhi l-esperjenza prezenti fil-knejjes
Maltin dwar I-omelija, jiddiskuti 1-omelija bhala sfida u responsabbilta’,
u jezamina l-omelija f’era awdjo-viziva.

Il-kelliem principali fis-seminar se jkun Rev. Prof. Enrico Dal Covolo
S.D.B., li hu espert fis-suggett u awtur ta’ hafna kotba. Huwa wkoll
konsultur tal-Kongregazzjoni tas-Santa Sede ghad-Duttrina tal-Fidi.

Is-sacerdoti se jitqassmu fi tliet gruppi. L-ewwel grupp se jiltaqa’ fl-
20 ta’ Settembru fi¢-Centru Animazzjoni u Komunikazzjoni, £*Ta’ Paris,
Birkirkara; it-tieni fil-21 ta’ Settembru fis-Seminarju, Tal-Virti; u t-tielet
fit-22 ta’ Settembru fil-Kullegg de La Salle, Kottonera.

17 ta’ Settembru 2004
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I1-Kurja tinvestiga 1-inCidenti fil-festa
tal-Madonna tal-Grazzja f’Haz-Zabbar

L-awtoritajiet tal-Kurja ta’ 1-Arcisqof jirreferu ghall-in¢identi li
nqalghu waqt il-festa tal-Madonna tal-Grazzja f’Haz-Zabbar, din is-sena.

L-awtoritajiet tal-Knisja jiddispja¢ihom hafna li n-natura religjuza ta’
din il-festa u l-armonija fil-parroc¢a ta’ Haz-Zabbar kellhom isofru dagga
dagstant kerha.

L-awtoritajiet tal-Knisja jinfurmaw 1i dawn l-in¢identi se jigu
investigati fid-dawl tar-regolamenti tal-Knisja dwar il-festi esterni, li
bdew isehhu fl-1 ta’ Jannar 2003.

Meta l-investigazzjoni tkun lesta, l-awtoritajiet tal-Kurja jiddeciedu

x’ghandu jsir ghall-gejjieni.

17 ta’ Settembru 2004
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Celebrazzjoni tal-Festi Esterni
Digriet

Kif tghid 1-Ittra Pastorali ta’ 1-Isqfijiet ta’ Malta u Ghawdex tas-6 ta’
April 1994 dwar il-Festi fil-Parro¢éi: “II-Knisja trid li I-festi jkunu ghalina
okkazjoni biex ingeddu dejjem izjed l-impenn taghna biex niehdu sehem
fil-hajja gdida 1i gabilna Gesti u nimxu ’il quddiem fil-qdusija. Il-Knisja
trid 1i ahna ngimu lill-qaddisin u naghmlulhom festa gabel xejn biex
niehdu l-ezempju tajjeb taghhom halli nhobbu ’1 Alla dejjem aktar, u biex
niksbu l-ghajnuna ta’ Alla bl-interéessjoni taghhom. Fl-istess hin, il-
Knisja trid ukoll 1i I-festi jghinuna nissahhu fl-ghaqda ta’ bejnietna lkoll,
permezz ta’ mhabba vera ta’ ahwa”.

Hu biss ghal dawn l-iskopijiet u b’dan l-ispirtu 1i I-Knisj atrid ticcelebra
I-festi fil-Parrocci, fl-aspetti kollha interni u esterni taghhom.

Kien b’dispjacir li kellna ninnutaw li fic-Celebrazzjoni ta’ dawn il-festi
fostna dahlu diversi elementi li ma jghinux biex jintlahqu dawn I-
iskopijiet, anzi jtappnu jew itellfu dan l-ispirtu spiritwali u pastorali u ta’
ferh nisrani.

I1-Knisja f’Malta diga hadet passi biex issalva l-ispirtu genwin tal-festi
religjuzi. 11-Kulleggtal-Kappillani, imgangal minn hsieb pastorali u fid-
dawl ta’ l-esperjenza kbira tieghu, ressaq proposti biex isiru regolamenti
godda dwar i¢-Celebrazzjoni tal-festi esterni tal-qaddisin, b’attenzjoni
specjali dwar il-mar¢i, bil-hsieb li jkun hemm titjib fihom u biex ma jkunx

jikkumplimentaw lil xulxin.

~ Wara li dawn il-proposti gew studjati fil-fond, u wara li smajt il-parir
kemm tal-Kunsilli Presbiterali u Pastorali Djocesani kif ukoll tal-Ghagda
Kazini tal-Banda, bl-istess hsieb li I-festi fil-Parroc¢i taghna jilhqu 1-ghan
spiritwali u pastorali taghhom u li minnhom jitbieghed dak 1i jtellef jew
icajpar 1-iskop li ghalih isiru, b’dan id-Digriet ged nistabilixxi Regolamenti
dwar i¢-Celebrazzjoni tal-Festi, b’mod partikolari dwar il-marci.
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Dawn ir-Regolamenti jidhlu fis-sehh bhala normi pastorali mill-1 ta’
Jannar 2003, u jigu promulgati u mhabbra uffi¢jalment, ghal kull effett,
permezz ta’ Stqarrija ghall-Istampa mahruga mill-Uffi¢éju ghar-
Relazzjonijiet Pubblici tal-Kurja Arciveskovili li jkun fiha sostanzjalment
dak li ged jigi stabilit b’dan id-Digriet.

Regolamenti dwar i¢-celebrazzjoni tal-festi esterni

1.Iz-zmien allokat ghall-festa jkun ta’ tmint ijiem, li jinkludu 1-jum propju
tal-Festa. Matul dawn it-tmint ijiem, fil-limiti tal-parrocéa, ma jkunux jistghu
isiru la discos f’postijiet pubblici, la street parties u langas attivitajiet ohra
li, fil-gudizzju ta’ 1-Awtorita Ekklezjastika jkunu ta’ dan it-tip.

2.L-ebda entita jew individwu ma ghandhom jipprezentaw talbiet ghal
Xi attivitajiet esterni godda.

3. Programmi u marci tal-baned jistghu jsiru biss f’dawn it-tmint ijiem
tal-festa f’kollaborazzjoni bejn il-parro¢¢a u l-ghaqdiet 1i bhalissa jiehdu
sehem fil-festa. F’dawk il-parrocci fejn diga qged jigi organizzat il-marc fil-
hrug ta’ I-istatwa minn-ni¢ca jew fit-tifkira ta’ I-Inkurunazzjoni, dan jista’
jibga’ jsir jekk jigi meqjus ta’ valur pastorali. Ma ghandhomx jizdiedu marci
jew programmi ohra b’konnessjoni mal-festi tal-Qaddisin minbarra dawk
li diga kienu jsiru regolarment sas-sena 1995 u ghadhom isiru.

4. Huma projbiti dawk il-mar¢i kollha li fihom isir kant oggezzjonabbli.
Kopja tal-kliem li jkun ser jitkanta ghandha tinghata lill-Awtoritajiet
Ekklezjasti¢i ghall-approvazzjoni taghhom mhux aktar tard minn xahrejn
qabel il-festa, u dejjem qabel isir ir-recording taghhom.

5. Billi I-iskop ta’ l-istatwi tal-Qaddisin huwa ghall-qima, dawn ma

~jixragx li jingarru wagqt il-mar¢, izda jkun ahjar li jittellghu ma’ I-ewwel
‘fugq il-pedestall. Fejn sa llum hemm drawwa mhux projbita mill-Awtorita
“Ekklezjatika li jingarru statwi waqt il-marci u, fil-gudizzju tal-kappillan,

wara li jisma’ 1-parir tal-Kunsill Pastorali Parrokkjali u tal-kumitati tas-
Socjetajiet involuti, ma jkunx opportun li din l-uzanza tinqata’, l-istatwi
jistghu jibgghu jingarru fil-marc¢ijiet. Dan ghandu jsir bil-gima i tixraq
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lil xbieha tal-Qaddisin. Jekk fil-gudizzju ta’ 1-Awtoritajiet Ekklezjastici
waqt dawn il-mar¢i ma jinZammx ir-rispett xieraq, mis-sena ta’ wara l-
istatwa ma tingarrx aktar waqt il-marc.

6. Il-mar¢i ma ghandhomx isiru waqt il-hin tal-funzjonijiet liturgici
principali tal-festa, jew ghallangas il-baned ma ghandhomx jghaddu
jdogqu fl-inhawi tal-knisja f’dawn il-hinijiet.

7. Il-mar¢ hekk imsejjah “il-kbir” ma jistax idum aktar minn erba’
sighat minn mindu jibda.

8. Meta banda takkompanja l-istatwa tal-purcissjoni nhar il-festa, din
ghandha ddoqq biss innijiet religjuzi jew marci li jixirqu ghall-okkazjoni.

Ksur ta’ xi wiehed minn dawn ir-Regolamenti, jew holgien ta’ ambjent
mhux xieraq ghac-celebrazzjoni nisranija tal-festi, jista’ jwassal biex
tithassar il-festa religjuza, jew kollha kemm hi, jew parti minnha. Jekk
jinkisru xi Regolamenti, jekk ikun il-kaz is-sanzjonijiet ikunu japplikaw
ghall-festa jew festi li jkun imiss.

Socjetajiet 1i jmorru kontra direttivi tal-Kurja dwar celebrazzjoni aktar
nisranija tal-festi religjuzi, inkluzi dawn ir-Regolamenti, jistghu jiffacjaw
sanzjonijiet.

L-Awtorita Ekklezjastika twaqqaf Bord biex jinvestiga allegazzjonijiet
ta’ ksur ta’ dawn ir-Regolamenti. Dan il-Bord ikun maghmul minn zewg
rapprezentanti ta’ l-Awtorita Ekklezjastika u zewg rapprezentanti tal-
Ghagda Kazini tal-Banda. Dan il-Bord jipprezenta rapport bir-rizultati ta’
l-investigazzjonijiet tieghu lill-Awtoritd Ekklezjastika ghall-gudizzju
taghha. L-Awtorita Ekklezjastika tkun tista’ taghti kompetenzi ohra lil dan
il-Bord f’konnessjoni mal-harsien ta’ dawn ir-Regolamenti.

Moghti mill-Kurja Arciveskovili ta’ Malta, Floriana, illum 23 ta’
Di¢embru 2002.

M Guzeppi Mercieca Mons. Carmel Zammit
Arcisqof ta’ Malta Kancillier
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It-30 Anniversarju ta’ 1-Ordinazzjoni -
Episkopali ta’ 1-Arcisqof

Monsinjur Ar¢isqof Guzeppi Mercieca nhar I-Erbgha, 29 ta’ Settembru
2004, se jiccelebra t-30 anniversarju ta’ 1-Ordinazzjoni Episkopali tieghu,
b’Quddiesa Koncelebrata ta’ Radd il-hajr, fil-KonKattidral ta’ San
Gwann, Valletta, fis-6.30 p.m.

Cirkolari tal-Kurja theggeg it-talb ghall-bzonnijiet ta’ 1-Arcisqof u
skond Il-intenzjonijiet tieghu. Ié-Cirkolari theggeg ukoll is-sehem ta’
kulhadd fil-Quddiesa ta’ Radd il-hajr. Ghal din il-Quddiesa ged jigu
mistiedna jiehdu sehem b’mod specjali t-tfal u z-zghazagh 1i jattendu
lagghat dwar il-vokazzjoni, kif ukoll novizzi u juniors fid-diversi
kongregazzjonijiet religjuzi, u s-seminaristi.

Mons. Mercieca gie kkonsagrat Isqof fid-29 ta’ Settembru 1974. Huwa
sar Arcisqof ta’ Malta fit-12 ta’ Dicembru 1976.

22 ta’ Settembru 2004
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Assemblea tal-Knisja f’Malta tiddiskuti
1-gejjieni fid-dawl tas-Sinodu

Madwar 400 persuna minn kull qasam tal-hajja hadu sehem
f Assemblea tal-Knisja f’Malta i I-ewwel ghamlet valutazzjoni tal-hidma
mwettqa fl-ewwel sena ta’ l-implimentazzjoni tas-Sinodu Djocesan, u
mbaghad iddiskutiet il-programmazzjoni ghas-sentejn 2005-2006.

L-Assemblea Djocesana ltaqghet il-gimgha filghaxija u s-Sibt filghodu,
24 u 25 ta’ Settembru 2004, fis-Sala ta’ 1-Iskola Santa Monika, Gzira, fil-
prezenza ta’ Monsinjur Ar¢isqof Guzeppi Mercieca u Mons. Isqof Annetto
Depasquale.

Ghall-Assemblea Djoc¢esana gew mistiedna dawk 1i kienu prezenti fil-
lagghat ta’ 1-Assemblea tas-Sinodu, li ltaqghet fis-snin 2001-2003, kif
ukoll persuni ohrajn li issa dahlu jaghtu sehemhom fl-implimentazzjoni
tas-Sinodu fid-diversi realtajiet tal-hajja tal-Knisja.

Fil-laqgha tal-gimgha, 1-Assemblea ddiskutiet rapport generali u
rapporti partikolari dwar dak li sar s’issa fit-twettiq tas-Sinodu Djocesan.

Ir-rapport generali jispjega 1-hidma mpenjattiva u mifruxa li saret fl-
ewwel sena ta’ l-implimentazzjoni biex jitwassal il-messagg tas-Sinodu
u jitwettqu proposti partikolari li hemm fit-tmien dokumenti tas-Sinodu.
gie spjegat li, f’din il-hidma, saret enfasi specjali fuq is-sitt valuri tas-
Sinodu, jigifieri I-komunjoni, id-djalogu, is-soliderjeta, il-formazzjoni, il-
gadi u l-evangelizazzjoni.

Bi twettiq tas-Sinodu, twaqqfu 1-Kummissjoni gustizzja u Paci, il-
Kummissjoni Djo¢esana Familja, il-Kummissjoni Ambjent u ghadd ta’
Kunsilli differenti. Twaqqfet ukoll “task force” b’kompitu specjali li
tipprezenta proposti biex jintemm il-“backlog” ta’ kazi pendenti quddiem
it-Tribunal Ekklezjastiku. Ir-rapporti partikolari jittrattaw ogsma bhalma
huma l-hajja konsagrata, il-parroé¢i, l-iskejjel tal-Knisja, kif ukoll 1-
ghaqdiet u l-movimenti religjuzi.
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Pjan Armoniku

Fil-laggha tas-Sibt, 1-Assemblea Djocesana ddiskutiet 1-ewwel abbozz
ta’ Pjan Armoniku tal-Knisja f’"Malta 2005-2006, 1i gie mfassal matul 1-
ewwel sena ta’ l-implimentazzjoni u skond l-esperjenza li nkisbet minnha.

Il-prijoritajiet li jipproponi l-abbozz u li gew diskussi fl-Assemblea
Djocesana huma:

Isiru progetti ta’ animazzjoni tal-fidi fid-djocesi, indirizzati lejn I-
adulti, u li jkunu jinkludu l-aspetti tal-Kelma ta’ Alla, edukazzjoni fit-talb,
liturgija u djakonija u mpenn socjali flimkien.

Titjib fic-Celebrazzjoni tal-Quddiesa tal-hadd u 1-festi liturgici.

Jitwagqaf u jibda jahdem l-Istitut Djoc¢esan ta’ Formazzjoni Pastorali
u ssir enfasi fuq il-formazzjoni fil-mentalita tad-dokumenti tas-Sinodu
Djocesan.

Tinghata attenzjoni partikolari lili-ogsma tal-familja u ta’ 1-
adolexxentizzghazagh; ghal dan jitwaqqfu l-ministeri lajkali f’dawn iz-
Zewg ogsma.

Jissahhah l-istil ta’ hajja sinodali; ghal dan il-ghan jigu ri-organizzati
I-komunikazzjoni u d-djalogu fi hdan il-Knisja.

Jisahhah id-djalogu tal-Knisja mas-soc¢jeta u l-kontribut fejn tidhol il-
promozzjoni tal-valuri u t-taghlim socjali tal-Knisja, b’inizjattivi godda
favur l-emarginati tas-socjeta.

L-abbozz jipproponi kif il-Knisja, fid-diversi ogsma taghha, ghandha
tahdem fuq dawn il-prijoritajiet biex mis-sitwazzjoni preZenti timxi lejn
sitwazzjoni mixtieqa.

I1-pjan ged jissejjah armoniku ghaliex il-mira tieghu hija li, fit-twettiq

tal-prijoritajiet indikati jiehdu sehem diversi realtajiet fi hdan il-Knisja
f’Malta, fosthom segretarjati u kummissjonijiet djocesani,
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kongregazzjonijiet religjuzi, parroc¢i, ghaqdiet, movimenti u komunitajiet

Ir-riflessjonijiet, hsibijiet u suggerimenti 1i hargu fl-Assemblea
Djocesana se jigu studjati mill-Kummissjoni Implimentazzjoni tas-
Sinodu, bil-hsieb li l-abbozz tal-Pjan Armoniku jissahhah u jkompli jigi
zviluppat.

25 ta’ Settembru 2004
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Messagg tal-Kummissjoni Djoc¢esana Familja
f1-Okkazjoni tal-bidu tas-Sena Skolastika Gdida

Wagqt li t-tfal u I-ghalliema Maltin ged jirritornaw fl-iskejjel ghal bidu
ta’ sena skolastika gdida, hsibijietna zgur imorru f’dawk il-mijiet ta’ tfal,
ghalliema u genituri f"Beslan li qatt m’huma se jergghu jidhlu mill-bieb
ta’ l-iskola. Hawn Malta m’ghandniex tfal 1i daqu din it-tbatija li ghaddew
minnha t-tfal ta’ Beslan, izda ghandna numru ta’ tfal gejjin minn familji
mghobbijin bi problemi ta’ instabilita, tensjoni u konfuZzjoni. Ghal dawn it-
tfal, I-ghalliema jservu ta’ missier jew omm u ged ikunu in loco parentis
fil-veru sens tal-kelma. hafna tfal u zghazagh qed ifittxu, fl-ghalliema
taghhom, il-mudell ta’ adult ezemplari u, fl-iskola, il-post ta’ wens u sigurta’
li ma jsibux id-dar. Ghandna tassew inkunu grati lejn dawk l-ghalliema li
ged jagdu dmirijiethom kemm ta’ edukaturi kif ukoll ta’ “Genituri’’.

Fil-qasam ta’ I-edukazzjoni ged isir xoghol imprezzabbli kemm mill-
ghalliema kif ukoll mill-genituri ghall-izvilupp holistiku tat-tfal u z-
zghazagh taghna. hafna huma l-familji 1i jaghmlu sagrific¢ji kbar ghax
jaghrfu l-importanza u l-valur ta’ l-edukazzjoni. I1-Kummissjoni
Djocesana Familja qed tiehu din 1-okkazjoni tal-bidu tas-sena skolastika
biex, filwaqt li turi apprezzamant ghal dak kollu li diga’ gieghed isir,
theggeg 1i, waqt li tkompli tikber din il-hidma fil-kamp edukattiv,
tissahhah aktar il-ko-operazzjoni bejn l-ghalliema u l-genituri ghall-gid
tal-familji taghna. Tfakkar ukoll 1i 1-ghalliema, bhall-genituri, ghandhom
ir-responsabbilta’ 1i jsahhu I-valuri nsara fl-istudenti taghhom bil-kelma
u, aktar u aktar, bl-ezempju personali taghhom.

Jalla matul is-sena skolastika li gejja l-istudenti Maltin jibqghu jgawdu
I-frott ta’ din l-edukazzjoni 1i tipprovdilhom i¢-Cavetta ghal futur ta’ dinjita,

ta’ rispett, u ta’ solidarjeta, ghall-gid taghhom u tas-soc¢jetd kollha.

Marselle u Servolo Delicata
(Koppja President, KDF)

27 ta’ Settembru 2004
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L-Arcisqof £’ Assemblea ta’ 1-Isqfijiet Ewrope;j

Mons. Ar¢isqof Guzeppi Mercieca se jattendi ghal Assemblea Plenarja
tal-Kunsill tal-Konferenzi ta’ 1-Isqgfijiet Ewropej (CCEE) li se ssir f’Leeds,
I-Ingilterra, mit-30 ta’ Settembru sat-3 ta’ Ottubru 2004.

Fl-ewwel parti tal-laqghat taghhom, il-Presidenti ta’ 1-34 Konferenza
ta’ 1-Isqfijiet membri tas-CCEE se jiddiskutu r-rwol tal-Kristjanezmu u
1-Knisja fl-Ewropa tal-lum. Huma se jindirizzaw mistogsijiet bhal: Fiex
inhi s-sahha tal-Kristjanezmu fl-Ewropa? X’relazzjoni hemm bejn 1-
identitd Nisranija u l-laggha bejn ir-religjonijiet? II-Kristjanezmu kif
jista’ jikkontribwixxi biex jitrazznu l-fundamentaliZzmu vjolenti u t-
terrorizmu?

Se jsir ukoll dibattitu dwar l-istat li jinsab fih bhalissa l-ekumenizmu.
L-isqfijiet se jkunu mitlubin ukoll japprovaw programm ghat-Tielet
Assemblea Ekumenika Ewropea.

Tema ohra fuq l-agenda huma r-relazzjonijiet bejn il-Knejjes u I-
istituzzjonijiet Ewropej, wara l-approvazzjoni tat-Trattat Kostituzzjonali
u d-dibattitu dwar ir-riferenza ghal Alla jew 1-gheruq Insara ta’ 1-Ewropa.
B’mod partikolari, se jigu diskussi suggetti kurrenti mill-agenda Ewropea
li ghandhom impatt partikolari fuq il-Knejjes. Se jigu ezaminati wkoll
il-kwistjonijiet eti¢i l-iktar urgenti ta’ bhalissa. ‘

It-tieni parti ta’ l-assemblea se tiffoka fuq grajjiet futuri Ii huma ta’
interess komuni ghall-Konferenzi ta’ 1-Isqfijiet, bhalma huma: il-Jum
Dinji taz-Zghazagh fCologne, il-Germanja, fl-2005; il-hidma tas-CCEE
dwar l-evangelizazzjoni u l-kura pastorali; il-mezzi ta’ komunikazzjoni
socjali; il-mobilitd umana; l-ambjent; u hidma ma’ religjonijiet ohrajn.

L-Assemblea Plenarja tasal fi tmiemha b’Quddiesa fil-Kattidral ta’
leeds, bhar il-hadd, 3 ta’ Ottubru 2004.

30 ta’ Settembru 2004
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IlI-Kungress Internazzjonali tas-Sacerdoti:
Messagg Dirett mill-Papa bis-satellita

I1-Papa Gwanni Pawlu II a¢éetta 1i nhar 1-Erbgha, 20 ta’ Ottubru 2004,
wagqtl-udjenza generali tieghu, jaghti messagg dirett, permezz tas-satellita,
lis-sacerdoti minn madwar 90 pajjiz 1i se jkunu flimkien f"Malta ghall-
Kungress Internazzjonali tas-Sacerdoti li se jsir fil-Gzejjer Maltin mit-18
sat-22 ta’ Ottubru 2004.

Fil-Kungress, is-sacerdoti se jiddiskutu dwar il-hidma tas-sacerdot, fuq
il-passi ta’ San Pawl, biex jghin in-nies jimxu lejn il-qdusija fil-millennju
1-gdid. Fost is-sacerdoti 1i se jaghtu kontribut fil-Kungress hemm 15-il
Kardinal.

Is-sacerdoti li se jiehdu sehem fil-Kungress jinkludu madwar 300 minn
Malta u Ghawdex.

II-Kungress se jiftah nhar it-Tnejn, 18 ta’ Ottubru 2004 filghaxija,
b’Celebrazzjoni fil-KonKattidral ta’ San Gwann, presjeduta mill-Kardinal
Dario Castrillon Hoyos, Prefett tal-Kongregazzjoni tal-Kleru.

Il-lagghat tal-Kungress jibdew it-Tlieta filghodu, 19 tax-xahar, f’Dar
il-Mediterran ghall-Konferenzi. Il-ftuh isir bit-talb ta’ sbieh il-jum u
meditazzjoni mmexxija mill-Kardinal George Pell, Ar¢isqof ta’ Sydney,
Awstralja.  Filghaxija, il-partecipanti jitqassmu skond il-lingwa, ghal
¢elebrazzjoni fi knejjes parokkjali.

Dawn i¢-¢elebrazzjonijiet se jkunu presjeduti minn Kardinali differenti:

Franciz (Burmarrad): Kardinal Jean-Louis Touran, Arkivista u Librar
Pontifi¢ju, Belt tal-Vatikan.

Ingliz (Naxxar): Kardinal Peter Kodwo Appiah Turkson, Arcisqof ta’
Cape Coast, Ghana.
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Taljan (San Pawl il-Bahar): Kardinal Marian Jaworsky, Arcisqof ta’
Lviv tal-Latini, Ukraine.

Spanjol (Mgarr): Kardinal Francisco Alvarez Martinez, Arcisqof
Emeritus ta’ Toledo, Spanja.

It-Tlieta filghaxija wkoll, 19 tax-xahar, il-Kardinal Crescenzio Sepe,
Prefett Kongregazzjoni Evangelizazzjoni tal-Popli, Belt tal-Vatikan,
imexxi Quddiesa Solenni fil-Knisja Parrokkjali tal-Mosta.

L-Erbgha filghodu, 20 ta’ Ottubru, il-Kungress ikompli f’Dar il-
Mediterran ghall-Konferenzi. Fil-bidu jsiru t-talb ta’ sbieh il-jum u
meditazzjoni mmexxija minn Rev. Sean Patrick O’Malley, Arc¢isqof ta’
Boston, Stati Uniti ta’ I-Amerika. Filghaxija, issir celebrazzjoni fil-Knisja
Parrokkjali tar-Rabat u 1-Grotta ta’ San Pawl Appostlu, kif ukoll fil-
Kattidral ta’ I-Imdina. Il-programm jibda bi Professjoni tal-Fidi fil-Grotta
ta’ San Pawl. Is-sacerdoti mbaghad jimxu sal-Kattidral ta’ 1-Imdina, fejn
issir meditazzjoni mill-Kardinal Camillo Ruini, Vigarju generali tal-Papa
ghad-DjocCesi ta’ Ruma, Italja. Wara, il-Kardinal Ivan Dias, Arcisqof ta’
Bombay, Indja, jippresiedi Quddiesa Solenni.

Il-hamis filghodu, 21 tax-xahar, il-programm ikompli b’laggha ohra
f’Dar il-Mediterran ghall-Konferenzi. Il-Kardinal Julio Terrazas, Ar¢isqof
ta’ Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivja, imexxi t-talb ta’ sbieh il-jum u
meditazzjoni. Filghaxija, is-sacerdoti jkunu akkompanjati ghal dawra
mal-belt Valletta. Wara, is-sacerdoti jiltaqghu fil-KonKattidral ta’ San
Gwann fejn ikun hemm Adorazzjoni Ewkaristika segwita minn Quddies
Solenni presjeduta mili-Kardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor, Arcisqof ta’
Westminster, Renju Unit.

II-gimgha, 22 ta’ Ottubru, is-sa¢erdoti jmorru Ghawdex f’Pellegrinagg
Marjan ghas-Santwarju tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu. Il-programm jibda bit-talb
tal-Laudi fil-Knisja tax-Xewkija. Wara ssir Zjara lill-Kattidral u ¢-
Cittadella. Wara nofsinhar, is-sacerdoti jingabru quddiem il-Bazilika tal-
Madonna ta’ Pinu. Il-Kardinal Georg Maximilian Sterzinsky, Arc¢isqof
ta’ Berlin, germanja, imexxi meditazzjoni. Imbaghad jinghad ir-Ruzarju
Mgaddes. I¢-¢elebrazzjoni tkompli b’Quddiesa Solenni presjeduta mill-
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Kardinal Angelo Sodano, Segretarju ta’ l-Istat, Belt tal-Vatikan. Fl-
gheluq isir Att ta’ Konsagrazzjoni lill-Vergni Mqaddsa Marija.

Zewg Kardinali ohrajn li gejjin Malta wkoll huma 1-Kardinal Angelo
Scola, Patrijarka ta’ Venezja, Italja, u 1-Kardinal Jose’ Saraiva Martins,

Prefett Kongregazzjoni Kawzi tal-Qaddisin, Belt tal-Vatikan, 1i se jkunu
fost il-kelliema tal-Kungress.

5 ta’ Ottubru 2004

Fond tal-Caritas ghall-vittmi tad-dizastru f’Haiti

Il-Caritas Malta ged tappella ghal offerti ta’ flus biex jigu meghjuna
n-nies ta’ Haiti li tilfu lil nieshom u djarhom kagun tal-herba 1i halla
warajh ¢iklun 1i hakem il-pajjiz.

Min jixtieq jikkontribwixxi jista’:

- jaghti l-offerta tieghu lill-Kappillani ta’ Malta u Ghawdex; jew

- jaghmel depozitu fil-Kontijiet Bankarji 1i gejjin: APS -
2000021780- 2; Bank of Valletta - 400 1377271- 2; HSBC- 089-021513-
051; jew

- jibghat ¢ekk indirizzat lil “Caritas - Fond Haiti”, 5 Triq Iljun,
Floriana VLT 16; jew

- jipprezenta d-donazzjoni personalment lill-Caritas.

II-flus 1i jingabru jintbaghtu lill-Caritas Internationalis, 1i diga’ bdiet
tahdem biex tghin lin-nies milquta.

5 ta’ Ottubru 2004
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Jinstab relikwarju tal-Fidda li kien misruq

Relikwarju tal-fidda bir-relikwa tal-Beatu Nazju Falzon li kien insteraq
mill-Knisja Kolleggjata ta’ San Pawl Nawfragu, Valletta, fit-3 ta’ Jannar
2003 instab zarmat f’kaxxa tal-kartun li xi hadd gieghed wara l-istatwa
tal-Madonna tad-Duluri fil-Kappella tal-Karita, fl-istess knisja.

Nhar 1-Erbgha li ghadda filghaxija, persuna innotat li wara l-istatwa tal-
Madonna tad-Duluri kien hemm kaxxa tal-kartun. Din il-persuna marret
tavza lill-ArCipriet. Meta 1-Ar¢ipriet, il-Kan. Alfred Camilleri mar
jezamina l-kaxxa, fiha sab ir-relikwarju zarmat.

8 ta’ Ottubru 2004
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[I-Kungress Internazzjonali tas-Sacerdoti:
Mistennija madwar elf partecipant

II-Kongregazzjoni tal-Vatikan ghall-Kleru ged tistenna li fil-Kungress
Internazzjonali tas-Sacerdoti li se jsir f’Malta I-gimgha d-diehla jiehdu
sehem madwar elf sacerdot minn 280 djoéesi, mifruxin f’izjed minn 80
pajjiz differenti.

Is-sacerdoti Maltin u Ghawdxin 1i se jiehdu sehem fil-Kungress jilhqu
kwazi 300.

Apparti 13-i1 Kardinal 1i kollha se jaghtu xi sehem jew iehor fl-
attivitajiet diversi tal-Kungress, se jiehdu sehem ukoll 21 isqof minn 12-
il pajjiz.

Il-kongregazzjonijiet religjuzi li se jkunu rapprezentati huma 30.

II-Kungress se jiddiskutu I-hidma tas-sacerdot biex jghin in-nies jimxu
lejn il-qdusija fil-millennju 1-gdid.

II-Kungress jiftah nhar it-Tnejn, 18 ta’ Ottubru 2004 filghaxija,
b’Celebrazzjoni fil-KonKattidral ta’ San Gwann, presjeduta mill-Kardinal

Dario Castrillon Hoyos, Prefett tal-Kongregazzjoni tal-Kleru.

Il-lagghat tal-Kungress jibdew it-Tlieta filghodu, 19 tax-xahar, f"Dar
il-Mediterran ghall-Konferenzi.

13 ta’ Ottubru 2004

566



STQARRIJIET OHRA MILL-KURJA

II-Kungress Internazzjonali tas-Sacerdoti:
il-programm kollu tal-Kungress

II-Kungress Internazzjonali tas-Sacerdoti se jiftah nhar it-Tnejn, 18 ta’
Ottubru 2004, fis-6.00 p.m., fil-KonKattidral ta’ San Gwann, b’Diskors
ta’ Merhba minn Mons. Ar¢isqof Guzeppi Mercieca u Koncelebrazzjoni
presjeduta mill-Kardinal Dario Castrillon Hoyos, Prefett tal-
Kongregazzjoni tal-Kleru.

Il-lagghat tal-Kungress jibdew it-Tlieta filghodu, 19 tax-xahar, fid-9.00

“a.um., f’Dar il-Mediterran ghall-Konferenzi. Il-ftuh isir bit-talb ta’ sbieh

il-jum u meditazzjoni mmexxija mill-Kardinal George Pell, Arcisqof ta’
Sydney, Awstralja.

L-Ewwel Konferenza tal-Kungress tkun dwar, “Pawlu, 1-
evangelizazzjoni u l-isfida tal-inkontru tal-kulturi”, mill-Kardinal Dario
Castrillon Hoyos, Belt tal-Vatikan. It-Tieni Konferenza tkun dwar, “Il-
Qdusija Trinitarja tas-Sacerdot”, minn Mons. Isqof. Bruno Forte, Teologu
Taljan. .

It-Tlieta filghaxija, il-partecipanti jitqassmu skond il-lingwa, ghal
¢elebrazzjoni f’erba’ parrokkjali. Dawn i¢-celebrazzjonijiet, li jibdew fit-

3.30 p.m., se jkunu presjeduti minn Kardinali differenti:

Franciz (Burmarrad): Kardinal Jean-Louis Touran, Arkivista u Librar
Pontifi¢ju, Belt tal-Vatikan.

Ingliz (Naxxar): Kardinal Peter Kodwo Appiah Turkson, Arc¢isqof ta’
Cape Coast, Ghana.

Taljan (San Pawl il-Bahar): Kardinal Marian Jaworsky, Arc¢isqof ta’
Lviv tal-Latini, Ukraine.

Spanjol (Mgarr): Kardinal Francisco Alvarez Martinez, Arcisqof
Emeritus ta’ Toledo, Spanja.
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It-Tlieta filghaxija wkoll, 19 tax-xahar, fis-6.00 p.m., il-Kardinal
Crescenzio Sepe, Prefett Kongregazzjoni Evangelizazzjoni tal-Popli,
Belt tal-Vatikan, imexxi Quddiesa Solenni fil-Knisja Parrokkjali tal-
Mosta.

L-Erbgha filghodu, 20 ta’ Ottubru, fid-9.00 a.m., il-Kungress ikompli
f’Dar il-Mediterran ghall-Konferenzi. Fil-bidu jsiru t-talb ta’ sbieh il-jum
u meditazzjoni mmexxija minn Rev. Sean Patrick O’Malley, Aréisqof ta’
Boston, Stati Uniti ta’ I-Amerika. It-Tielet Konferenza tal-Kungress tkun
dwar, Il-qdusija Kristocentrika tas-Sacerdot”, minn =~ Mons. Juan
Esquerda Bifet, Teologu Spanjol. Ir-Raba’ Konferenza tkun dwar, “II-
qdusija Pnewmatologika-Pawlina tas-Sacerdot”, minn Fr. Raniero
Cantalamessa OFM Cap, Predikatur tad-Dar tal-Papa.

L-Erbgha filghaxija, fit-3.30 p.m., issir Celebrazzjoni fil-Knisja
Parrokkjali tar-Rabat u 1-Grotta ta’ San Pawl Appostlu, kif ukoll fil-
Kattidral ta’ 1-Imdina. Il-programm jibda bi Professjoni tal-Fidi fil-
Grotta ta’ San Pawl. Is-sacerdoti mbaghad jimxu sal-Kattidral ta’
I-Imdina, fejn issir meditazzjoni mill-Kardinal Camillo Ruini, Vigarju
generali tal-Papa ghad-Djocesi ta” Ruma, [talja. Wara, il-Kardinal Ivan
Dias, Arcisqof ta’ Bombay, Indja, jippresiedi Quddiesa Solenni, li tibda
fis-6.00 p.m..

IlI-Hamis filghodu, 21 tax-xahar, fid-9.00 a.m., il-programm ikompli
b’laggha ohra f’Dar il-Mediterran ghall-Konferenzi. I1-Kardinal Julio
Terrazas, Arcisqof ta’ Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivja, imexxi t-talb ta’
sbieh il-jum u meditazzjoni. Il-hames Konferenza tal-Kungress tkun
dwar, “Il-qdusija Ewkaristika tas-Sacerdot”, mill-Kardinal Angelo Scola,
Patrijarka ta’ Venezja, Italja. Is-Sitt Konferenza tkun dwar, “Il-qdusija
Marjana tas-Sacerdot”, mill-Kardinal Jose’ Saraiva Martins, Prefett
Kongregazzjoni Kawzi tal-Qaddisin, Belt tal-Vatikan.

Il-Hamis filghaxija, fit-3.00 p.m., is-sacerdoti jkunu akkompanjati ghal
dawra mal-belt Valletta. Wara, is-sacerdoti jiltaqghu fil-KonKattidral ta’
San Gwann fejn fil-5.30 p.m. ikun hemm Adorazzjoni Ewkaristika segwita
minn Quddies Solenni fis-6.00 p.m. presjeduta mill-Kardinal Cormac
Murphy O’Connor, Arcisqof ta’ Westminster, Renju Unit.
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II-Gimgha, 22 ta’ Ottubru, fit-8.30 a.m., is-saéerdoti jmorru Ghawdex
f’Pellegrinagg Marjan. Il-programm jibda fil-Knisja tax-Xewkija, fid-
9.30 a.m.. Isir Diskors ta’ Merhba minn Mons. Isqof Nikol G. Cauchi,
segwit bit-talb tal-Lawdi u Meditazzjoni mill-Kardinal Georg Maximilian
Sterzinsky, Arc¢isqof ta’ Berlin, germanja. Imbaghad issir zjara lill-
Kattidral, ié-Cittadella u I-belt Victoria. Fit-3.00 p.m., is-sacerdoti jzuru
s-Santwarju tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu. Fit-3.30 p.m., quddiem is-Santwarju,
jinghad Ruzarju Meditat. I¢-Celebrazzjoni tkompli b’Quddiesa Solenni fl-
4.30 p.m., presjeduta mill-Kardinal Angelo Sodano, Segretarju ta’ l-Istat
tal-Vatikan. Fl-gheluq isir Att ta’ Konsagrazzjoni lill-Vergni Mqgaddsa
Marija.

15 ta’ Ottubru 2004
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Assoc¢jazzjoni genituri ta’ tfal fi skejjel tal-
Knisja: Konferenza dwar it-tibdil u 1-isfidi
quddiem l-iskejjel

It-Tielet Konferenza Edukattiva 1i se tigi organizzata mill-
Assocjazzjoni ta’ genituri ta’ Tfal fi Skejjel tal-Knisja (SPCCS) se ssir
nhar il-gimgha, 3 ta’ Di¢embru (6.00 p.m. - 8.30 p.m.) u s-Sibt, 4 ta’
Di¢embru 2004 ( 9.00 a.m. - 1.00 p.m.) fil-Kunvent tas-Sorijiet tal-Qalb
ta’ Gest, San Giljan, bit-tema “It-Tibdil u I-Isfidi - id-Dar u l-Iskola
Flimkien.”

Il-kelliema jinkludu lil Dun Anton Gouder, dwar “Il-bidliet fil-familja
u I-valuri fl-Iskejjel tal-Knisja”; David Polidano dwar “l-isfidi tas-Sinodu
vis-a-vis il-genituri ta’ tfal fl-Iskejjel tal-Knisja”; Grace Attard dwar “L-
isfidi li gqed ihabbtu wicchom maghhom l-ghalliema biex jedukaw it-tfal
fid-dinja tal-lum”; Bro. Saviour Gatt FSC dwar “L-isfidi kurrenti li qed
ihabbat wi¢éu maghhom kulhadd fit-trobbija tat-tfal”; Fr. Dominic Scerri,
dwar “L-isfidi li ged thabbat wi¢¢ha maghhom 1-APCCS biex issahhah
il-karattru, l-identita u 1-awtonomija ta’ 1-Iskejjel tal-Knisja”; u Dr. Carmel
Borg dwar “L-isfida tal-kwistjoni tal-Portfolio ta’ 1-Iskejjel”.

II-Konferenza se tigi presjeduta mill-gurnalista Godfrey Grima. Id-
diskorsi se jkunu bil-Malti.

Min jixtieq jattendi 1-Konferenza jista’ jew jibaghat messagg bl-email
lil brosavsfc@maltachurch.org.mt, jew jittelefona lis-Segretarjat
Edukazzjoni Kattolika fuq numru 25906302, jew jirregistra fid-dhul ghall-
Konferenza nofs siegha qabel tibda.

Mariella Grech
Presidenta APCCS

23 ta’ Ottubru 2004

570



STQARRIJIET OHRA MILL-KURJA

Servizz fil-Konkattidral ta’ San Gwann

It-Tnejn, 1-1 ta’ Novembru u t-Tlieta, 2 ta’ Novembru, Festi tal-
Qaddisin Kollha u ta’ 1-Erwieh, fit-8.30 a.m., Mons. ArC1sqof Guzeppi
Mercieca se jqaddes fil-KonKattidral ta’ San Gwann.

Il-hadd, 7 ta’ Novembru, fid-9.15 a.m., Mons. Arcisqof Felix del
Blanco Prieto, Nunzju Appostoliku, se jmexxi Pontifikal fl-okkazjoni ta’
gheluq i1-50 sena mill-Inkurunazzjoni tal-Madonna ta’ Caraffa.

Il-hadd, 14 ta’ Novembru, fid-9.15 a.m., jigi ¢elebrat Jum it-Tifkira.

L-Erbgha, 8 ta’ Dicembru, tigi celebrata 1-Festa tal-Madonna ta’
Caraffa. Fid-9.15 a.m., Mons. Aréisqof G. Mercieca jmexxi Pontifikal.
F1-4.30 p.m. issir purcissjoni bil-kwadru tal-Madonna. Il-purcissjoni
tghaddi minn Triq Merkanti, Triq I-Ar¢isqof, Triq ir-Republika u lura fil-
KonKattidral.

25 ta’ Ottubru 2004
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Kappillan gdid ghall-Parrocca tal-Gzira

Mons. Aréisqof Guzeppi Mercieca nnomina lil Dun Karm Tanti bhala
Kappillan tal-Parrocca tal-Gzira.

Dun Karm Tanti twieled Hal Lija fl-20 ta’ Frar 1949 u gie ordnat
sacerdot f1-20 ta’ Lulju 1974.

L-ewwel dmirijiet sacerdotali ta’ Dun Karm Tanti kienu dawk ta’ Vici-
Parroku fil-Parro¢¢i ta’ hal Lija, Madonna ta’ Lourdes Rahal Gdid, San

Girgor tas-Sliema, u Sant’Elena Birkirkara.

F’Gunju 1994, Dun Karm Tanti gie nominat Kappillan tal-Parro¢éa tal-
Mellieha. ‘ '

30 ta’ Ottubru 2004
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Intenzjonijiet Appostolat tal-talb 2005

Jannar

Generali: Sabiex dawk kollha li ged jahdmu fil-Lvant Nofsani jsahhu
aktar 1-isforzi taghhom ghall-paéi.

Missjunarja: Sabiex fl-artijiet tal-Missjoni jitrawmu appostli qaddisa u
generuzi, mheggin biex ixandru il-Vangelu ta’ Kristu lil kulhadd.

Isqfijiet: Sabiex l-insara ta’ pajjizna, iharsu lejn Gesll Ewkaristija,

Ewkaristiku.
Frar

Generali: Sabiex il-morda, spe¢jalment 1-aktar foqra fosthom, jiréievu
l-kura u t-trattament mediku den ta’ persuni umani.

Missjunarja: Sabiex il-missjunarji kollha, rgiel u nisa, jithmu aktar li
biss permezz ta’ 1-imhabba mhegga ghal Kristu jistghu jwasslu 1-Vangelu
b’mod effettiv u konvincenti. .

Isqfijiet: Sabiex il-mezzi tal-komunikazzjoni so¢jali f’pajjizna jservu
bhala mezz tajjeb ghar-ri-evangelizzazzjoni tas-socjeta taghna.

Marzu

Generali: Sabiex fil-politika u fil-pjanijiet ta’ l-izvilupp taghhom il-
gvernijiet ta’ kull nazzjon igisu dejjem il-fqar, I-emarginati u l-batuti.

Missjunarja: Sabiex kull Knisja individwali issir konxja ta’ l-urgenza
li dejjem ged tikber li jithejjew Nsara gaddisin kapaci li jaffrontaw 1-isfidi
ta’ l-evangelizzazzjoni gdida.

Isqfijiet: Sabiex fiz-Zmien ta’ penitenza tar-Randan Imgaddes I-Insara
tal-gzejjer taghna juru dejjem generozita ikbar ma’ dawk fil-bzonn.

April

Generali: Sabiex l-insara jghixu I-hdud bhala jiem tal-Mulej u
jiddedikawhom b’mod specjali lil Alla u lil ghajrhom.
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Missjunarja: Sabiex kull komunita nisranija jkollha zelu
li jheggeg ghall-qdusija sabiex igabbdu hafna vokazzjonijiet
missjunarji.

Isqfijiet: Sabiex jissoktaw u jikbru fostna l-inizjattivi ta’ voluntarjat
Nisrani, spe¢jalment fost iz-Zghazagh.

Mejju

Generali: Sabiex dawk li huma ppersegwitati minhabba I-fidi u I-
gustizzja jhossu l-konsolazzjoni u l-qawwa ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu.

Missjunarja: Sabiex 1-Opri Missjunarji Pontifici, suggeriti mill-Papa
u l-Isqfijiet ghall-evangelizzazzjoni tan-nazzjonijiet kollha, jghinu lill-
poplu t’Alla u jgaghluh ihoss li ghandu sehem reali xi jwettaq fil-missjoni
“Ad Gentes”.

Isqfijiet: Sabiex fil-knejjes u fid-dar tal-familji taghna, tkun tidher
iktar u tinhass id-devozzjoni awtentika lejn il-Vergni Mbierka.

Gunju

Generali: Sabiex is-soéjetd b’atti konkreti ta’ mhabba Nisranija u
fraterna tghin il-miljuni ta’ rifugjati li qed jghixu f’mizerja u jinsabu
abbandunati. '

Missjunarja: Sabiex is-sagrament ta’ 1-Ewkaristija jkun maghruf aktar
u aktar bhala l-qalb dejjem tbagbaq tal-hajja tal-Knisja.

Isqfijiet: Sabiex il-familji taghna jaghrfu jghixu bl-ahjar mod il-
konsagrazzjoni taghhom lil Qalb Divina ta’ Gesi u 1-Qalb Immakulata ta’
Marija.

Lulju

Generali: Sabiex I-Insara jkunu sensittivi ghall-htigijiet ta’ l-ohrajn
kollha, bla ma jahbu dak li jitlob minnhom il-messag¢ evangeliku.

Missjunarja: Sabiex l-imghammdin kollha jimpenjaw ruhhom, kull
wiehed u wahda skond l-istat tal-hajja taghhom, biex jittrasformaw s-
socjeta billi jdahhlu id-dawl tal-Vangelu fil-mentalita u fl-istrutturi tad-
dinja.

Isqfijiet: Sabiex it-turisti, li jzuru pajjizna fil-btajjel tas-sajf, jibqghu
edifikati bl-imgieba tajba taghna bhala kattolici.
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Awissu

Generali: Sabiex il-Jum Dinji taz-Zghazagh inebbah u jerga’ jqajjem
fiz-zghazagh ix-xewqa li jiltaqghu ma’ Kristu u jsibu fih il-gwida ta’
hajjithom.

Missjunarja: Sabiex il-qassisin, religjuzi irgiel u nisa, seminaristi u
laj¢i li jigu mill-artijiet tal-missjoni u ged ikomplu I-formazzjoni taghhom
f’Ruma, jaghmlu mill-qaghda taghhom fil-“Belt Eterna” Zmien ta’
rikkezza spiritwali.

Isqfijiet: Sabiex il-hin liberu jkun ghal kulhadd Zmien ta’ mistrieh u
li jservi biex iressaq l-erwieh iktar qrib lejn Alla.

Settembru

Generali: Sabiex id-dritt tal-liberta religjuza jkun rispettat mill-
gvernijiet ta’ popli kollha.

Missjunarja: Sabiex ix-xandir tal-messagg Nisrani fil-Knejjes godda
jkun sgur li jidhol sewwa fil-kulturi ezistenti.

Isqfijiet: Sabiex il-hidma ghall-paci fuq kull livell, tibga’ miexja bla
tfixkil u tati wkoll il-frott mixtieq.

Ottubru

Generali: Sabiex 1-Insara ‘'ma jaqtghiix.qalbhom’ meta jkunu attakkati
tas-socjeta sekolarizzata, izda b’ fiducja shiha, Jaghtu xhieda tal-fidi u tat-
tama taghhom. <y ; o '

Missjunarja: “Sabiex. IInsara h'\sghandhom 1d dmir 1li jitolbu
ghall-opri mlsSJunarp, _]lkkO 1‘Bw1xxu wkoll l-ghajnuniet
ekonomici. AR SEE BN ;ﬁ

Isqfijiet: Sabiex il- Mulej, bl interéessjoni ta’ Ommna Marija,
jbierek u jseddaq il-hidma appostolika tal-hafna missjunarji, sacerdoti
u lajci 1i hallew Art Twelidna biex jghinu fl-evangelizzazzjoni ta’
pajjizi ohra.

Novembru

Generali: Sabiex il-mizzewgin jimitaw l-ezempju tal-qdusija konjugali
li juru hafnakoppji fil-kondizzjonijiet ordinarji tal-hajja.
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Missjunarja: Sabiex 1-Isqfijiet fl-artijiet tal-missjoni jsiru kostantement
aktar konxji tad-dmir taghhom li jgibu °’l1 quddiem il-formazzjoni
permanenti tas-sacerdoti taghhom.

Isqfijijet: Sabiex it-taghlim Soc¢jali tal-Knisja jigi apprezzat u accettat
mill-Insara taghna u jkun ghalihom dawl u ta’ gwida fid-de¢izjonijiet
taghhom.

Di¢embru

Generali: Sabiex in-nies jifhmu u japprezzaw aktar id-dinjita ta’ l-irgiel
u tan-nisa skond il-pjan tal-hallieq.

Missjunarja: Sabiex fid-dinja, it-tfittxija t’Alla u 1- ghatx ghall-verita
jmexxu lill-bniedem lejn il-Mule;j.

Isqfijiet: Sabiex kemm iz-zghar kif ukoll il-kbar japprezzaw il-Kotba
Mgqaddsa u fil-qari u l-meditazzjoni taghhom isibu ikel spiritwali li jkun
ta’ ghajnuna biex jissahhu fil-hajja Nisranija.

LIBRERIJA PUBBLIKA
TAL-KATIDRAL
TRIQ QASAM SAN GORG
VICTORIA GOZO
TEL. 21560479
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