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YADA FELIX BUSUTTIL, born in Victoria, Gozo, started dancing
at the age of seventeen at the Alison White Dance
school. He furthered his studies at the Tanya Bayona
Poutiatine Academy of Baliet where he took up Ciassicai
Baiiet, In September 1984, he set up the Young Actors
and Dancers Association Y.A.D.A., with the heip of Mrs
Jahatha and the iate Mr. Paddy Stubbs. His first theatricai
choreography was 'Guardian of the Light' at the Cathoiic
Institute in February 1985.

lid.
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He was later awarded a two-year scholarship at
Madame Brigitte Espinosa's.The London Studio Centre,

where he majored in Classical Ballet, Jazz (Matt Mattox
and Rock Jazz), Tap, Spanish, Contemporary (Martha
Graham), Improvisation and Singing. His teachers
mainly included Barry McGrath, Anya Evans, Stephen
Mear, now dance captain at West End theatres,

Theresa Kerr, Ana Ricarda, tap-expert Bill Drysdale
and Matt Mattox colleague, Jackie Mitchell.
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During his two-year stay in London, Felix worked
extensively namely at the Battersea Show Palace,
the Leicester Square Show Palace, the Wimbledon
Theatre and also in the U.S.A, on board the luxurious

I 'MS Celebration'. On arrival back in Malta, together
I with Justin Roy Barker, he opened the College of Jazz

I Dance which is now respected as one of the foremost
/ dance schools in Malta. He also carried on with the

/ upkeep and progress of standards within the Y.A.D.A.

j Dance Company and throughout these last eight years
' has choreographed various operas, operettas, national

theatrical celebrations and television productions for

the company including Y.A.D.A.'s 10th Anniversary
Celebrations in 1994. Inspired by 'RIVERDANCE - The

Show' and Bill Whelan's music, Felix decided to stage
'FIREDANCE' enlisting the talents of five other

j choreographers and giving Maltese dancers, singers and
I musicians the opportunity to perform in a stage spectacle

and Maltese audiences the opportunity of watching them.

Last year he worked with Silvio Oddi, Canale 5's Primo

Ballerino, together with the Y.A.D.A. Dance Company in

Sicily. The Company has also performed in Germany, U.K.,
Italy, Tunisia, Dubai, Portugal and Turkey, Felix is now
member of the Dance Council, Malta - 'Conseil

1 iaa-:>1.<£pc mad bod Internationale de la Danse' affiliated within UNESCO,
I WkMeJer lAAafe JCU ^Yhose President is the loved Ms Tanya Bayona He also

currently teaches at
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The Company has also performed in Stuttgart, on

Sudwestfunk T.V. in Baden Baden, in Cambridge, U.K,

and recently alongside Canale 5's Prime Ballerino Silvio

Oddi in Italy,

The College of Jazz Dance

Felix Busuttil and Justin Roy Barker (both graduates of The London Studio Centre) founded

the College of Jazz Dance in October 1989. It was first established within the Safari Sanctuary

in Sliema. Later on, in October 1992, the College moved to its new premises in San Gwann

and now boasts of more than 300 students. The original subjects at the school were Matt

Mattox and Rock Jazz taught by Felix, Justin and now Claire Cassola A.I.S.T.D. The school

timetable has now expanded to include ballet taught by Ms. Alison Bird L.I.S.T.D., Dip. LC.D.

and assisted by Ms. Johane Casabene A.I.S.T.D., MA (LUDT) and more recently, Spanish

taught by Ms. Caroline Abela l.d.B (I) and Latin & Ballroom by Ms. Elaine Zerafa, a member

of the U.K. Alliance for the professional teachers of dance.

In 1994 Y.A.D.A. celebrated its 10th Anniversary with its

much acclaimed 'Dance Spectacular' at the

Mediterranean Conference Centre and three years
later on the same stage 'FIREDANCE' was created and

applauded with over one hundred dancers
participating. During the same year the Company won
joint first place in the Jazz Section of the Maltafest
Choreographic Awards and toured Italy. Y.A.D.A, also
represented Malta in Istanbul, Turkey during the 'Malta
Week' in September of 1997, in April 1998 the company
put up another production by the name of 'ERA' which
was also extremely successful and last October another

production 'TANGO' with a cast of 25 dancers was yet
another tremendous success. Following this, Y.A.D.A.

then went on to perform in Tunisia and Dubai for

another 'Malta Week' in November, 1998 as well as

representing Malta in Portugal in December, 1998
through the Dance Council. The company also
performed for the Malta Song For Europe Festival held
at the Mediterranean Conference Centre last February
as well as their participation in the music video of

Malta's song entry for the Eurovision Song Contest 1999,
This July following 'CENTURY - THE DANCE SHOW' (the
production for the tenth anniversary celebration of The
College of Jazz Dance) the company performed in
Sardegna for the third year running on 9 and 10 July,
1999. The Company are currently performing weekly
at the Westin Dragonara Resort as well as being the
resident dance company on the television programme
entitled 'Tiramisu' on PBS every Sunday evening.

ltd.

A Brief History ■ ■ I

'The Young Actors and Dancers Association',

Y.A.D.A. was formed in September 1984 to initially
set up a stage production, Felix Busuttil thought
of amalgamating various actors and dancers

from different schools to stage 'Guardian of the
Light'. Together with Monica Grech Cumbo he

tried to win over the sympathy of M.A.D.C, but
his creation was turned down. However with the
help of Mr Paddy and Mrs Janatha Stubbs, Y.A.D.A
was formed and 'Guardian of the Light'
materialised. Since then as they say, the rest is
history. Since that first show at the Catholic Institute
in February '95 the list is endless... 'Ants', M.A.D.C's
production at the Manoel Theatre in 1985; 'Romeo
and Juliet' at the University Theatre August 1985;
Zaghzugh' November 1985; 'X-cited' May 1986

Mediterranean Conference
Centre 1986; 'In-Nisgo ta' Gensna' 25th

in the presence of H.R.H.
Prince Phillip and other international
Iraviota January 1990;
'Maltese Cross' 1995; Malta
Eurovision Song Contest

The College holds on annual school show entitled ‘Dance Overture’ in which all students

participate and where awards and scholarships are presented, the latest being ‘Century

- The Dance Show’ held last July at the Mediterranean Conference Centre to commemorate

the College's tenth anniversary. As was done since 1997, the school also presents an

annual six-month scholarship at the London Studio Centre in London, U.K. to its most

outstanding student.

Anyone visiting the school will not only be impressed by the good standard of dance

technique but will also feel the energy and creativity which characterise the

school’s feeling.

officials; 'La

Charles Camilleri's

I Song Festival for the
1992...

Y.A.D.A. now has the reputation of Malta's leading

dance company and continues to thrive both locally
and abroad.

Y.A.D.A, in all its
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JUSTIN ROY BARKER. Born in England, Justin Roy Barker started

his dancing career at the age of thirteen in his hometown

in Redditch. After attending a number of dance schools, he

enrolled at the London Studio Centre for a three year diploma
course in Classicai and Modern Ballet, Contemporary Dance,

Pas de Deux, Luigi Rock and Matt Mattox Jazz. Whilst still in

training, he toured around the United Kingdom for some
time with the London City Bailet and took part in their
production of Swan Lake. He also performed in the annual
school productions at the Bloomsbury & Wimbledon Theatre.

Immediately after moving to Malta in 1989, Justin set up The
College of Jazz Dance with Felix Busuftil. Since then he has

been teaching and choreographing students from age four

upwards. Every summer Justin and Felix choreograph, stage
and perform in their annual school show.

Since he has been in Maita, Justin has performed and staged

numerous choreographies mainly with the Y.A.D.A. Dance
Company and The College of Jazz Dance, namely Malta's
25th Independence Anniversary (1989), Malta Song Festival
(1991/92/94/96), Maltafest (1994/97), Dance Spectacular
(1994), Firedance (1997), Era (1998) and Tango (1998). He

has also performed with other local theatre companies,

namely the Tanya Bayona Dance Theatre Company in Les

Sylphides (in which he performed the main roie).

In the last ten years, Justin has also performed abroad in

Italy and Sardinia with the Y.A.D.A. Dance Company and in

Tunisia, Switzerland and Germany with the Tanya Bayona

Dance Theatre Company. After returning from a dance

course at the 'Vaganova Academy of Bailet' in St. Petersburg,

Russia in 1992, Justin has achieved Honours results in all major

Cecchetti ballet exams up to the Advanced Level.
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PUBLICITY NOTE - THE COMPANY IS WILLING TO CLEAN UP ANY
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ON MOBILE NUMBER: 0948 76999456704320132355569 0.
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The Y.A.D.A. Dance Company

Patrons Mrs Janatha Stubbs & the late Mr. Paddy Stubbs

in collaboration with The College of Jazz Dance

0

Artistic Director & Producer

Felix Busuttil

Featuring Choreography by
Justin Roy Barker

©
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Production & Public Relations Co-ordinator

Catherine Strawbridge

assisted by Mario Grech

oGet into the Latin American groove as

<cFrertchies Night Ciub goes Latino with

steaming hot performances by

professionai Latino dancers.

Set Design & Construction
Harry Borg

Stage Manager

Harry Borg

Backstage

Matteo Buttigieg

See, iearn and love it!

Latino lessons every Friday night

v^hetween 10;.00 and 11^00 p.m.

fdlldwed by a swinging Latino party.

Open Wednesday to Saturday from

10,30 p^m. untii iate.
Costumes designed by

Feiix Busuttil, Justin Roy Barker,
Elvia Leone Ganado & Ernest Camilieri

Costumes by

Ernest Camilieri & Eivia Leone Ganado

assisted by Delina Abdilia

Wardrobe

Eivia Leone Ganado & Ernest Camilieri

AdjrCrowne Plaza Malta,
Tigheilireet; Slieiiia: Tel.: 343400

Props Manager
Mario Grech

Props Co-ordinator

Marco Buttigieg

assisted by Silvana Sant’Angeio & isabelia Attard

Light and Sound Cues
Vanessa Attard

an answerins seruice to yourpno

How about receiving Marketing Co-ordination & Design

Design Matters Ltd
messages on

your phone Sound & Recording

Wave Enterprises Ltd. - Manolito Gated

assisted by Smits - Assistant Engineer

Ian Borda, Adrian Pisani - Backstage Crew

without the need

for an answering

machine? Hair

Alfie’s Hair and Beauty Salon

Make-up
Diane Nikavie

For more details call freephone
Accessories

Pdikett, The yadd Shop
0800 772390

AIALMC
Photography

Peter BartOlo PornisKeeps you /n raiir/i



THE Y.A.D.A, DANCE COMPANY

WOULD LIKE TO THANK ITS OFFICIAL SPONSORS

FOR THEIR BELIEF IN MALTESE ART

Relaxed, Casual&Fun
AIR MALTA

AIR SUPPLIES & CATERING CO. LTD.

HSBC

DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH AND SPORT

MALTACOM

KINNIE

FRENCHIES NIGHTCLUB

PALKEn - THE YADA SHOP

BEECHWOOD

NURSEY DIRECT

Palio’s reputation
is based on

serving
delicious

dishes in

relaxed and

informal

surroundings.

Palio’s

offers a

fantastic

menu,

whether

for a large

group or

just a

ALL TV & PRESS MEDIA FOR THEIR CONTINUOUS SUPPORT

PALIO’S,9

MS ALISON BIRD L.I.S.T.D., DIP. LC.D. FOR HER PATIENCE AND PERSEVERANCE

TRAINING THE MALES FOR SWAN LAKE AND ALL IN GISELLE LA SYPHILLIDES
din

for two.
For reservations call: 381000

Bookmg is recommended^ POLIDANO FOR PROVIDING THE COMPANY WITH STEERING WHEELS IN TRAFFIC JAM

The Westin
DRAGONARA RESORT

St. Julians
Malta

THE FACULTY OF THE COLLEGE OF JAZZ DANCE, MR. TONY CASSAR DARIEN, MS. MARIE BENOIT,

DESIGN MAHERS LTD, MR. RAY AZZOPARDI, MR. MARIO ELLUL, MS. ANTONELLA VASSALLO

AND MR. & MRS. J. BUSUHIL FOR THEIR ENDLESS SUPPORT

L*enfant Terrihh iV/<e OODBEECH
SP.'g7i'Mm J

Innovative
and Seductive

■'

LADDERS and NURSERY DIRECT are not new names.

They are two shops operated by Farlaw & Sons Ltd., a

company with a long standing heritage in the Maternity

and Baby/Nursery products sector. LADDERS is situated
at 59A, St. John’s Street, Valletta, down the ex-Savoy

Cinema (now a shopping arcade). It is a small baby
boutique type of outlet and it stands on the corner with

Strait Street - make no mistake, it is the shop on the left
hand side of the main entrance of this “minuscule arcade”.

NURSERY DIRECT operates from 44, Valletta Road,
Qormi in an area where only the very gallant would ever

dream of setting up a baby goods shop. It is a large
premises - and very well patronised. The business has
recently been restructured. It is family run and our
philosophy is simple - No frills, just good quality
products at very convenient prices. We deal with
people in an open, honest and fair way.

We promote excellent brandsi
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National Road, Blata l-Bajda Tel. 238854
Gozo Agent: Attard Auto Dealer Tel. 559453

Opening Hours:
Mon ● FH: 07.46 ● 12.00

13.00 - 17.S0
Fax: 230372

Fiiifiaw |L iatis iMit Laiiiari lak
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Saturday: 07.46 -12411 j.
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enjoyment,

a blend of etadlifion and ejsperbise evol ved over more than 80 years

barrels are aged in ojirr ee'Illairs.
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