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Open Access : definition
Open Access (OA) refers to the practice of providing online
access to scientific information that is free of charge to the
end-user and reusable. ‘Scientific’ refers to all academic
disciplines. In the context of research and innovation,
'scientific information' can mean:

1. peer-reviewed scientific research articles
(published in scholarly journals) or
2. research data (data underlying publications,
curated data and/or raw data).

[Guidelines to the Rules on Open Access to Scientific Publications and 
Open Access to Research Data in Horizon 2020]



A few words about OAR@UM (1)

o OAR@UM serves as a platform to collect, preserve and 
disseminate the intellectual output of the UM in digital format

o Implemented in September 2014, based on DSpace software

o OAR@UM is managed by the Library and includes:
 Articles, books and book chapters, audio-visual content, out of 

copyright material and other  scholarly content most of which 
are available in OA;

 Electronic theses and dissertations (ETDs);
 National intellectual output important to Malta’s cultural 

heritage and identity.



A few words about OAR@UM (2)
o The OAR@UM content is organized around Communities

which correspond to the University of Malta entities such
as faculties, institutes, centres, schools, and
administration. Additionally OAR@UM includes External
Research Collection & Maltese Journals Collection (there
is no limit on the number of communities/sub-
communities).

o Each community has its own entry page displaying
information, news and links reflecting the interests of that
community, as well as a descriptive list of collections
within the community.



A few words about drUM (1)
o drUM serves as a platform to collect, manage, and store 

data sets for data analysis produced by the UM.

o Implemented in October 2023, based on figshare software.

o Managed by the Library but researchers are much more 
involved in curating the data (unlike OAR@UM):

 Data can be collected in large projects and over a long 
amount of time;

 Data uploaded through a quota system;
 Data can be updated and versioned;
 Has a browser preview option.



Submission of research 
content in OAR@UM

o Self deposit - done directly by the Researcher which 
begins with requesting access rights to a particular 
collection and continues with the submission of the 
material in the Repository.

o Mediated deposit  - done by third parties (mostly 
UM Library Staff) on behalf of the Researcher.



Levels of access in OAR@UM
o Open Access Immediate OA

o Restricted Access

o Embargoed Access

o Closed Access

Request a copy

Levels of access in drUM
o Open Access

o Embargoed Access



Two stages of deposit: 
o Submitting in OA@UM or drUM.

o Reviewing the submission; 
approving/rejecting submissions. All entries 
to both systems are checked by qualified 
librarians for errors in metadata. 

In case of deposits to drUM, Academics and Researchers request
a quota and then deposit the items themselves. These are then
approved by a qualified librarian.



OAR@UM growth
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OAR@UM Dspace version 4.1, xmlui interface



OAR@UM Dspace version 6.3, jspui interface



Repository records indexing in Primo (HyDi)



drUM interface using figshare





Useful Links:
OAR@UM:

https://www.um.edu.mt/library/oar/ 

OAR@UM Contact: 
http://www.um.edu.mt/contact/oarlib 

OAR@UM Help: 
https://www.um.edu.mt/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/406098/OAR@U

MHelp.pdf

UM Open Access Policy: 
https://www.um.edu.mt/library/oar//handle/123456789/20022

UM Library Website:
https://www.um.edu.mt/library

HyDi:
https://hydi.um.edu.mt

https://www.um.edu.mt/library/oar/
http://www.um.edu.mt/contact/oarlib
https://www.um.edu.mt/library/oar/bitstream/123456789/111997/1/OAR%40UM_help.pdf
https://www.um.edu.mt/library/oar/bitstream/123456789/111997/1/OAR%40UM_help.pdf
https://www.um.edu.mt/library/oar/handle/123456789/20022
https://www.um.edu.mt/library
https://hydi.um.edu.mt/


Useful Links (cont.):

drUM:
https://drum.um.edu.mt/

drUM Contact: 
https://www.um.edu.mt/contact/dru

mlib

drUM Help: 
https://www.um.edu.mt/library/oar/b
itstream/123456789/113165/1/drU

M_help.pdf

drUM Policies:
https://www.um.edu.mt/library/help_

az/drumpolicies/

https://drum.um.edu.mt/
https://www.um.edu.mt/contact/drumlib
https://www.um.edu.mt/contact/drumlib
https://www.um.edu.mt/library/oar/bitstream/123456789/113165/1/drUM_help.pdf
https://www.um.edu.mt/library/oar/bitstream/123456789/113165/1/drUM_help.pdf
https://www.um.edu.mt/library/oar/bitstream/123456789/113165/1/drUM_help.pdf
https://www.um.edu.mt/library/help_az/drumpolicies/
https://www.um.edu.mt/library/help_az/drumpolicies/


Thank you for your attention.

If you have any questions, now is the right time to ask!
Contact me on the details below for further info:

Steve Micallef

steve.micallef@um.edu.mt

(+356) 2340 2538
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