
POSTAL DIARY . 
26TH APRIL - 3JST DECEMBER 2023 

Compiled by John V. De Battista 

26th April 
In a media communication issued today, the public was advised that the Sub Post 
Office at "C@C Stationery" situated at Trejqet Fleur-de-Lys, Santa Venera SVR 
1580, will be closed on Saturday 29'h April. On this day, the public could make use 
of the postal services provided from the Eamrun Post Office located at 18, Triq 
il-Ferrovija, Eamrun EMR 1900 as a close alternative 

In its second communication, MaltaPost infonned that the Sub Post Office located 
at "F orex Stationery" at 16, Misrab Tas-Suq, Tarxien TXN 1951, will be closed on 
Saturday 29'h April. On this day, the public was advised that it may opt to use the 
postal services provided from the Paola Post Office located at the "Centru Civiku", 
Pjazza De Paule, Paola PLA 1266. 

tOth May 
Today MaltaPost listed an unannounced special 
handstamp on its philately page to commemorate the 
First Centenary of the Socjeta Filarmonika Sliema, 
which was purportedly used only on 1 Ot" May at the 
Rudolph Street Post Office located at 42, Rudolph Street 
Sliema, SLM 1275. 

The single-ring circular hand stamp is inscribed "100 
SENA SOCJETA FILARMONIKA SLIEMA- 1923 -
2023" along the outside bordering the ring, and" * MALTAPOST - RUDOLPH 
STR. SLIEMA - MALTA * " bordering the ring on the inner side. At the top 
centre of the hand stamp is the Sliema Philharmonic Society's anniversary logo, 
immediately beneath which was placed the issue date "10-05-23"in a straight line 

tSth May 
MaltaPost announced that a special handstamp to 
commemorate the First Card Cataloe11e, iss11erl hy the 
Gozo Philatelic Society, will be used on Friday 19th May 
at the Victoria Post Office located at 5, Triq Sir Adrian 
Dingli, Rabat, Gozo VCT 1441. 

The single-ring circular hand stamp 1s mscnbed "GOZO 
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PHILATELIC SOCIETY - 'FIRST CARD CATALOGUE'" along the outside 
bordering the ring, and" + MALTAPOST - VICTORIA, GOZO - MALTA *" 
bordering the ring on the inner side. At the top centre of the hand stamp is a hand 
in the act of receiving an open book, immediately beneath which was placed the 
issue date "19-0)-23"m a straight hne. 

19th May 
Today the Gozo Philatelic Society issued 
the first card and cover catalogue featuring 
all issues by the society since its inception 
in 1999. The catalogue was compiled by Mr. 
Mark-Anthony Poulton, a GPS committee 
member, who also wrote the descriptions 
accompanying each card depicted. 

To mark the launch, the GPS complemented 
it with a lecture titled "Grajjiet Ghawdex fuq 
Kartolina" (Gazo s events on a postcard). 
The lecture was delivered by Mr. Vincent 
Zammit, author and lecturer on Maltese 
cultural heritage. In addition, it also issued 
a one hundred twenty limited edition 
commemorative card (GPS number 161), 
bearing a personalized stamp cancelled with the special commemorative hand 
stamp. The card was designed by Mr. Anthony Grech, a founding member of the 
Society and long-time committee member who was also responsible for designing 
all the cards and covers featured in the catalogue. 

Furthermore, a temporary philatelic exhibition featuring a cross section of material 
connected to the work undertaken by the Society was also opened. At the end of the 
well-attended event, a celebratory drink was served to the attendees at the ROOF. 
The event was held at the 11-rtagar Museum and Cultural Centre in Victoria. 

z3rd May 
MaltaPost today announced that it has been authorised by the Malta Financial 
Services Authority to act as Tied Insurance Intermediary for and on behalf of 
IVALl}b Insurance Limited, and for and on behalf of MAPHlli Middlesea plc, 
through Postalnsure Agency Limited. 

This authorization places MaltaPost in an excellent position to service its customers 
both for their personal as well as their commercial requirements in both the general 

25 



and life insurance fields. MaltaPost believes that the provision of a personalized 
service, coupled with top quality insurance products, will be the key factors to 
guarantee success in this new line of business for the Company. The main insurance 
sales office is co-located within the MaltaPost Head Office at Qormi Road, Marsa. 
Opening hours will be between 8am and 4pm Monday to Friday. 

26th May 
To commemorate the 19rh Edition of the Games of the Small States of Europe which 
this year are to be held in Malta, it was announced that on the 291h May MaltaPost 
shall be issuing a miniature sheet. The sheet will bear one stamp having a face value 
of €5.00, depicting "PUKA", the official mascot of the 2023 Games. The name is 
a derivative of "lampuka", the Dorado fish synonymous with the Maltese Islands. 

The Games will see the organization of a total of ten different sports held within 
eleven different venues between the 29'h May and 3rct June 2023. The sporting 
disciplines will consist of athletics, basketball, judo, rugby 7s, sailing, shooting, 
squash, swimming, table-tennis and tennis. 

The commemorative issue consists of 13,000 miniature sheets, with the illustrations 
used are courtesy of The Malta Olympic Committee. The stamp itself measures 44 
mm x 31 mm, has a comb perforation of 13 .90 x 14.00 and is printed on Maltese 
Cross watermarked paper. The miniature sheet's overall measurement is of 120 mm 
x 80 mm and was printed through the offset process by Printex Ltd . 

MaltaPost prepared an occasion hand stamp to cancel 
the stamps on the first day of issue (on FDC No.4/2023). 
The single-ring hand stamp is inscribed "MALTA 
2023 - GAMES OF THE SMALL STATES OF 
EUROPE" along the outside bordering the ring and'" '*' 
MALTAPOST --------------- - MALTA '*' "on the lower 
inner side of the ring. The words and issue date "JUM 
IL-tiRUG/29-05-23" in straight lines are to be found 

.....-~~~~~~~~ 

below an image depicting the words MALTA 2023 beneath which one finds the 
title GAMES OF THE SMALL STATES OF EUROPE together with the Olympic 
logo, positioned at the top centre of the hand stamp. MaltaPost's Philatelic Bureau 
featured the issue in its Stamp Bulletin No. 437. 

Today it wa3 al3o announced by the Malta Communieutiorn Authority that u license 
was granted to Fastdrop Limited, registered with a company address at eCabs Head 
Office, Triq Santu Wistin, Paceville, St. Julians STJ 3180, for the provision of postal 
services hoth within ;:inci 011tsicie the scope of the 11nivers;:i 1 servir.es Through this 
license, the licensee could collect, convey and deliver postal articles according to 
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the prices, terms and conditions, including quality of service standards, as defined 
by the licensee or as agreed upon with individual customers. 

MALTA 202~ 
GAMES OF THE SMALL STATES OF EUROPE 

CYPtUS ICIWD UECJfJUISTUJI 

No. 

Note: The first printing of the miniature sheet was recalled from the branches 
it had been previously distributed to in the days immediately preceding the 
official issue. The reason for this pre issue withdrawal is that a mistake was 
found to have been made in them in that the name beneath the Andorra 
flag had wrongly been entered as Moldova. A new printing with the correct 
country name was quickly made and distributed to post offices just in time for 
the release to be made as had originally been planned. Illustration shows an 
image of the original miniature sheet which had been uploaded to the net for 
advertising purposes prior to the discovery of the mistake, and in which the 
error has now been encircled in red to draw the attention of our readers to it. 

3pt May 
MaltaPost announced that a special handstamp to 
commemorate the fifty years of The Malta Ship Registry, 
will be used on the 30th May at the Dar Annona Post 
Office in Misrah Kastilja, Valletta VLT 1060. 

The single-ring circular hand stamp is inscribed "50 
YEARSOF THE MALTA SHIP REGISTRY 1973 
- 2023" along the outside bordering the ring, and "' 
+ MALTAPOST - CASTILLE SQR. VALLETTA -
MALTA +" bordering the ring on the inner side. At the top centre of the hand 
stamp is the Malta Ship Regishy Commemorative Logo, inune<liately beneath 
which was placed the issue date "30-05-23"in a straight line. 

27 



OSth June 
MaltaPost, through its Maltaphilately page, today announced that as from today it 
shall distribute a reprint of two stamps that were recently issued, namely a stamp 
from each of the "Iconic Maltese Children's Books" issue and the "SEPAC - Local 
Beverages" issue. 

The "Iconic Maltese Children's Books" stamp reprint is of the €0.37 value which 
was first issued on the 17th February 2023. The reprint consists of 500,000 stamps, 
in sheets of ten stamps, bearing sheet numbers 50,001 to 100,000, both numbers 
included. 

The "SEPAC - Local Beverages" stamp is of the €1.40 denomination, and which for 
the sake of correctness it is good to mention, was first issued on the 13th September 
2022 not on 2l5t January 2023 as stated in the official announcements. The reprint 
of this stamp consists of 100,000 stamps, in sheets of ten stamps, bearing sheet 
numbers 30,001 to 40,000, both numbers included. 

All the stamp reprints' technical details are identical to those of the respective 
original stamp issues. 

In another news item featured on its philately online page, MaltaPost announced 
that a Special Cancellation Hands tamp, to commemorate the 400 Years of the Gozo 
Cathedral Chapter, will be used on 6th June at the Victoria Post Office at 5, Triq Sir 
Adrian Dingli, Rabat, Gozo VCT 1441. 

The single-ring circular hand stamp is inscribed "400 SENA - KAPITLU 
KATIDRAL GttAWDEX - 1623-2023" along the outside bordering the ring, and 

"* MALTAPOST - VICTORIA, GOZO - MALTA * 
" bordering the ring on the inner side. At the top centre 
of the hand stamp is a rendering of the cross worn by 
the Monsignors of the Gozo Cathedral, immediately 
beneath which was placed the issue date "06-06-23"in 
a straight line. 

It is worth mentioning that for the commemoration, 
the Chapter also commissioned a personalised stamp 

and special commemorative card, both designed by Daniel Cilia who was also 
responsible for the design of the special cancellation handstamp. 

2Sth June 
MaltaPost informed that the Sub Post Office at "Step-In Statione1y" located at 
Misrah ir-Rebha, Birgu BRG 1300, will be permanently closed as from Friday 
3ou1 June 2023. 
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From this day onwards, the public was advised that it may use the postal services 
provided from the Bormla Post Office located at Block 14, Fuq San Pawl, Bormla 
BML 1910. 

30th June 
The Malta Postal 
Museum this morning 
announced that on the 
12th July it will issue the 
third postcard (MPM No. 
12) in its postcard series 
<lepit:ting stamp designs 
by celebrated artist Emvin Cremona (1919-1987). The card features the design 
used for the five cents value stamp from the Malta 1973 "Industries" definitive set. 
The stamp represents the traditional Maltese festa, an event which unifies many 
micro industries. 

For the record, this limited edition issue consists of a total of one hundred cards. 
They were printed by Messrs. PixartPrinting, the same printers who also printed 
the first two cards in the series. 

OSth July 
MaltaPost today informed that the Sub Post Office at "Many Things Stationery" 
located at Triq il-Knisja 1-Qadima, Siggiewi SGW 1704, will be closed between 
the 6t11 and 12t11 July, both days inclusive. On these days, the public was advised 
that it may use the postal services provided from the Zebbug Post Office located 
at Triq Sciortino, Zebbug ZBG 1962 as a near alternative. 

In its second communication MaltaPost informed that the Sub Post Office located 
at "Willand Bargain Store" at Triq Dun M. Mifsud, Santa Lucia, SLC 1440 will be 
closed between the gth and 18th July, both days included. On these days, the public 
was advised that it may opt to use the postal services provided from the Paola Post 

"' Office located at the "Centru Civiku", Pjazza De Paule, Paola PLA 1266. 

06th July 
Today it was announced that this year, MaltaPost will once again join members 
of the Euromed Postal Joint Stamp Project through the issue, on the 1 Oth of July, 
of a set of two stamps bearing a common theme. The Euromed series is an annual 
commitment that began in 2014 along the lines of the EUROPA stamp issue. 

The theme chosen by Euromed for 2023 is "Mediterranean Festivals". The Malta 
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set, which will consist of two miniature sheets, depict fireworks activity in the 
Grand Harbour at Valletta, 

Sebio Aquilina's photograph of a magnificent fireworks display from the annual 
Malta International Fireworks Festival appears on the €1.70 stamp. This shows ;:i 

breath-taking spectacle of light and colour, reflecting on the sea and emphasising 
the natural beauty of the Grand Harbour. The second stamp in the set with a face 
value of €2 .50 shows a typical colourful fireworks explosion, taken by photographer 
Michele Agius. The night sky is lit up to reveal the Siege Bell Memorial perched 
above the Grand Harbour. This monument symbolises the plight of those who 
fought and died for Malta during the Second World War. The photographs on which 
the stamps are based were supplied to MaltaPost by The Malta Tourism Authority. 

The overall size of each miniature sheet measures 60mm x 60mm. The stamps 
themselves measure 35mm x 35mm and have a comb perforation of 13.75 x 
13.75. The sheets were printed through the lithographic process on Maltese Cross 
watermarked paper by the local security printing firm Messrs Printex Limited. The 
issue consists of 12,000 sets. 

MaltaPust prepareu an occasion hanu stamp to cancel 
the stamps on the first day of issue (onFDC No.5/2023). 
The single-ring hand stamp is inscribed "EUROMED 
2023 - MEDITERRANEAN FESTIVALS" along the 
outside bordering the ring and"* MALTAPOST ------­
-------- - MALTA *" on the lower inner side of the ring. 
The words and issue date "JUMIL-HRUG/1 0-07-23" in 
straight lines are to be found below an image depicting 
fireworks together with the Euromed Postal logo , 

positioned at the top centre of the hand stamp. MaltaPost's Philatelic Bureau featured 
the issue in its Stamp Bulletin No. 438. 

lOth July 
MaltaPost announced that a commemorative handstamp, 
to celebrate Police Day 2023, will be used on Wednesday 
12th July at the Floriana Post Office located at ISA, 
Pjazza San Kakidonju, Floriana, FRN 1533. 

The single-ring circular hand stamp is inscribed "JUM 
IL-PULIZIJA 2023" along the outside bordering the 
ring, and "* MALTAPOST - FLORIAN A - MALTA '*'­
" hordering the ring on the inner side. At the top centre 
of the hand stamp is a rendering of the Malta Police 
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Band emblem, immediately beneath which was placed the issue date " 12-07-23"in 
a straight line. 

nth July 
MaltaPost today informed the public that the letterbox situated in Triq Tas-Sliema, 
Gzira, has been temporarily removed due to road works. During this period, the 
public was informed that it may wish to make use of the letterbox situated in Triq 
ir-Rebha, Gzira as a close alternative. 

In its second media communication for the day, MaltaPost informed that the Sub 
Post Office at "Troy DVD Rentals" located in PjazzaArcisqof Gonzi, Kalkara KKR 
1502, will be closed on Monday 171

h July. On this day, the public was advised that it 
may use the postal services provided from the Bormla Post Office located at Block 
14, Flat No.12, Fuq San Pawl, Bormla BML 1910. 

The third and final media communication issued informed that the Sub Post Office 
located at the Local Council Office at 6, Triq Dun Kann Caruana, Ghasri GSR 1021, 
will be closed between Friday 141

h and Monday 171
h July, both days included. On 

these days, the public was advised that it may use the postal services provided from 
the Victoria Post Office located at 5, Triq Sir Adrian Dingli, Victoria VCT 1441. 

141h July 

The Malta Postal Museum today released a reprint of its card MPM No. 8 (Ref: 
postal diary entry for 2nd Sept. 2022), which features the design of the four 
cents value stamp from the Malta 1973 "Industries" definitive set. The design 
represents the yachting industry. It is good for collectors of these cards to note 
that a distinguishing feature from the original issue is the inclusion of the printing 
year as MPM2023 on the reverse left lower comer. A total of 100 reprint cards 
were produced. 

2tst July 
MaltaPost today informed that the Sub Post Office at "Universal Stationery", located 
at 22 Triq Ras il-Gebel, Zebbiegh, Mgarr MGR 2021, will be closed between the 
241

h and 261
h July, both days inclusive. On these days, the public was advised that 

if it so wishes it may use the postal services provided from the Mosta Post Office 
situated at "Centru Civiku", Triq il-Kostituzzjoni, Mosta MST 9059. 

In a separate media communication, it also informed that the Sub Post Office at 
"Steve Stationery", located at 7 Triq Dun Spir Sammut, Balzan BZN 1020, will be 
closed between the 23rct and 301h July, both days inclusive. On these days, the public 
was advised that it may opt to use the postal services provided from the Attard Post 
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Office located at Misrah Gwanni Pawlu II, Attard ATD 2200. 

27th July 
MaltaPost today informed that the letterbox located in Triq Profs Walter Ganado, 
Pembroke, has been temporarily closed due to road works in the area. During this 
period, the public was advised that it may wish to use the letterbox situated in Triq 
Patri Indri Vella, Pembroke as a near substitute. 

In its second media communication for the day, the public was informed that the 
Sub Post Office at "Alessio's Old Cottage", situated at 12, Triq il-Parrocca, Mqabba 
MQB 1511 , will be closed between the 31 st July and 1 Oth August, both days inclusive. 
On these days, it was proposed that the public may wish to use the postal services 
provided from the Zurrieq Post Office located at 75 , Triq il-Kbira, Zurrieq ZRQ 
131 7 as a close alternative. 

The last media communication issued informed that a new postage stamp set will 
be issued on the 28th July depicting marine life in the Mediterranean Sea. This was 
being done in line with the initiatives being taken to encourage the preservation of 
our natural environment and the protection of unique marine fauna. The artwork for 
the set was designed by local artist Andrew Micallef, renowned for his meticulous 
depictions of Maltese flora and fauna. Scientific consultation was provided by 
Professor Patrick J. Schembri from the Department of Biology at the University 
of Malta. 

The new stamps will be issued in sheets of ten, with each stamp measuring 44mm x 
3 lmm, a comb perforation of14.0 x 13 .9 and bearing the Maltese Cross watermark. 
Each sheet measures 185mm x 118mm and was produced through the offset process 

by Printex Ltd. The issue consists of 1,500,000 of the 
€0.01 stamp, 100,000 of the €0.10 stamp, 100,000 of 
the €0.20 stamp, 50,000 of the €0.50 stamp and 30,000 
of the €2.50 stamp. 

MaltaPost prepared an occasion hand stamp to cancel 
the stamps on the first day of issue (on FDC No.6/2023). 
The single-ring hand stamp is inscribed "MARINE 
LIFE IN THE MEDITERRANEAN" along the outside 
bordering the ring and "* MALTAPOST --------------- -

MALTA * " on tho lowor innor side of the ring. The: words und issue date "JUM 
IL-t=IRUG/28-07-23" in straight lines are to be found below an outline drawing 
depicting a swordfish, positioned at the top centre of the hand stamp. MaltaPost's 
Philatelic Bureau featureci the issue in its St<lmp Rnlietin No . 419 . 
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02"d August 
In its media communication for today, MaltaPost informed that by agreement with 
the Malta Communications Authority, on the 4th August the last collection of mail 
from all public letterboxes will be carried out at 10:00 am and that the Post Office 
located at 25, South Street, Valletta VLT 1102 will close at 4:30 pm. 

OSth August 
Today MaltaPost informed that by agreement with the Malta Communications 
Authority, all Post Offices will be closed and there will be no collection or delivery 
of mail on Monday l 4th August and Tuesday l 5th August. Regular mail services 
will resume on Wednesday l 6th August. 

06th August 
The public was today informed that the Sub Post Office at "Willand Bargain Store" 
situated at Triq, Santa Lucija SLC 1440, will be closed on Wednesday 9th August. 
MaltaPost advised that on this day, the public may use the postal services provided 
from Paola Post Office located at "Centro Civiku", PjazzaAntoine de Paule, Paola 
PLA 1266. 

07th August 
In a post uploaded on its facebook page, today MaltaPost informed that once again 
this year it will be participating in the SEPAC joint stamp issue through a set of 
two stamps. As per this year's theme, the set is titled "Traditional Markets" and 
will be issued on the 8th August. The two stamps feature typical market hawkers at 
their stalls, within a traditional open-air market environment. 

The new stamps will be issued in sheets often, with each stamp measuring 3lmm 
x 44mm, having a comb perforation of 13.9xl4.0 and bearing the Maltese Cross 
watermark. Each sheet overall measures l 85mm x 118mm and was produced 
through the offset printing process by Printex Ltd. The issue consists of a total 
500,000 of the €1.50 stamp and 30,000 of the €1.80 stamp. 

MaltaPost prepared an occasion hand stamp to cancel 
the stamps on the first day of issue (on FDCNo.7/2023). 
The single-ring hand stamp is inscribed "SEPAC 
TRADITIONAL MARKETS" along the outside 
bordering the ring and "* MALTAPOST ------------­
-- - MALTA*" on the lower inner side of the ring. The 
words and issue date "WM IL-fIRUG/08-08-23" in 
straight lines are to be found below an outline drawing 
depicting a hawker holding a basket full of vegetables 
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in his hands, positioned at the top centre of the hand stamp. MaltaPost's Philatelic 
Bureau featured the issue in its Stamp Bulletin No. 440. 

lOth August 
MaltaPost announced that to commemorate the :2'.:lOt11 anmversary trom the death of 
Francesco Zahra, Malta's foremost native painter of the mid- l 8th century, it was 
going to issue a set of three stamps and a miniature sheet. Francesco died on the l 9th 
August 1773 at the age of sixty two. His style wonderfully captured the spirit of the 
Late Baroque period. He produced a wide range of works including many religious 
paintings, devotional works of art for altarpieces and church domes, designs for 
church furniture, silver artefacts, marble floor designs and other objets d'art that 
still survive scattered in various local churches as well as private collections and 
museums. 

The stamps will be issued in a sheet of ten, with each stamp measuring 31 mm x 
44mm, having a comb perforation of 13.9 x 14.0 and bearing the Maltese Cross 
watermark. The sheets themselves measure l 85mm x l l 8mm, while the Miniature 
sheet measures 120mm x 80m. All stamps were produced by Printex Limited, 
through the offset process. 

The €0.38 stamp shows a splendid painting of the Virgin Mary while the stamp 
denomination of €0.58 depicts the only known self-portrait by Zahra. The 3rd stamp, 
carrying a denomination of€2.88, shows St. John the Evangelist and the miniature 
sheet, with a denomination of €3, contains a 4th stamp, depicting the Martyrdom of 
St. George, a sizeable painting found at St. George's Basilica in Victoria, Gozo. The 
issue consists of 500,000 of the €0.38 stamp, 50,000 of the €0.58 stamp, 30,000 of 
the €2.88 stamp and 12,000 of the Miniature sheet. 

MaltaPost prepared an occasion hand stamp to cancel 
the stamps on the first day of issue (on FDC No.8/2023). 
The single-ring hand stamp is inscribed "FRANCESCO 
ZAHRA 1710 - 1773 25 orn ANNIVERSARY" along the 
outside bordering the ring and" '*' MALTAPOST ------­
-------- - MALTA '*' " on the lower inner side of the ring. 
The words and issue date "JUM IL-HRUG/19-08-23" 
in straight lines are to be found below his signature, 
positioned at the top centre of the hand stamp. 

MaltaPost's Philatelic Bureau featured the issue in its Stamp Bulletin No. 441. 

22°ct August 
Today MaltaPost informed that as authorised by the Malta Communications 
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Authority on the 21 st August, the following revised postal rates shall apply with 
effect from Mom.lay 28th August 2023 : 

Domestic Ordinary Mail Rates 
Weight in Grams Letters & Newspaper Post Tariff 

0 - 50g €0.38 

50 - lOOg €0.58 

101-150g €0.78 

151 -200g €2.21 

>20lg up to 2000g €0.20 for each additional 50g 

Foreign Outbound Parcel Rates 
Zone Zone A ZoneB Zone C ZoneD 

Tariff Tariff Tariff Tariff 

200lg €36.50 €46.50 €55 .50 €74.50 

For each additional lOOOg €5 .00 €10.00 €15.00 €20.00 

Foreign Outbound Letter Mail, Newspaper Post 
& Postcard Rates 

Weight in Zone Al ZoneA2 ZoneB Zone C ZoneD 
Grams Tariff Tariff Tariff Tariff Tariff 

Postcards € 1.50 € 1.50 € 1.50 € 1.50 € 1.50 

Letter € 1.50 € 1.50 € 1.50 € 1.50 € 1.50 
Mail 20g 

30g € 1.50 € 1.80 € 1.90 € 1.99 € 2.18 

40g € 1.80 € 1.80 € 1.90 € 1.99 € 2.18 

60g € 1.80 € 2.10 €2.30 € 2.48 € 2.86 

>60g up to €0.30 €0.30 €0.40 €0.49 €0.68 
2000g for each for each for each for each for each 

additional additional additional additional additional 
20g 20g 20g 20g 20g . 

D f B lk L tt M ·1 & N omes 1c u e er a1 ewspaper p t OS 

Weight in Grams Tariff 

0 - 50g €0.36 

>50g up to 2000g €0.20 for each additional 50g 
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Notes: 

A surcharge off::0.02 per item continues to apply when posting over 2,000 domestic 
bulk letter mail items per day. 

All 'Newspaper Post' tariffs arc hencefo11h charged by weight acc01Jing lo the 
standard postage rates. 

Today it was also observed that new postage paid stationery with a new version 
of the postage indicia had been issued for sale to the public. The issue was not 
publicly announced and the envelopes were released off the shelf from stock by 
MaltaPost Stores. The revised indicia reflects the design of the latest version put 
up for sale in September 2022 and which may still be purchased from PO counters. 
The only Jifference from the latter envelopes is the use of a remark "LOCAL 
POSTAGE - 50 g" which replaced the 37c value above the red horizontal spiral 
design strip superimposed with the 1921 Edward Caruana Dingli emblematic figure 
of Malta design to the right. The undenominated rate in black is placed at the top 
left hand corner of the indicia while the word MALTA, also in black, is to be found 
at the lower left hand bottom corner. Retail price of these new prepaid envelopes, 
which may be found in both the standard and window envelope founats, was not 
increased. This is because it came hot on the heels of the publicly unannounced 
increase by 8c to 60 cents, up from 
the previous 52 cents retail price per 
envelope which became effective 
on 1 st June 2023. Additionally it 
came to light now that also from 
1 st June, discounts on volume sales 
on postage paid envelopes were no MALTA 
longer being allowed. 

Note: Rumours have it that these postage paid envelopes were.first released to the 
public on the J l1" August 2023. 

2SthAugust 
The Malta Postal Museum, 
on its facebook page , 
this morning announced 
that on tho 1 st September 
it will issue the fourth 
postcard (MPM No. 13) 
in its postcarcl series clepir.tinp; st::imp clesigns by celebrated artist Emvin Cremona 
(1919-1987). The card features the design of the seven cents five mils value stamp 
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from the Malta 1973 "Industries" definitive set. The stamp represents popular 
national events promoted by the tourism industry. 

In a media communication, MaltaPost informed that the Sub Post Office located at 
"Aquavcl", Triq San Bartilmcw, Gharghur, GttR 1014, will be clo3cd on Monday 
28'h August. On this day, the public was informed that it may wish to use the postal 
services provided from the Naxxar Post Office located at Centru Civiku, Vjal il-21 
ta' Settembru, Naxxar, NXR 1018. 

In its second media communication, it also informed that the Sub Post Office at 
"Wigwam Stationery" located at Triq il-Qroqq, Msida MSD 1702, will be closed 
between Monday 281h August and Monday 41

h September, both days inclusive. On 
these days, the public was informed that it may use the postal services provided 
from the Gzira Post Office located at 21 , Pjazza Meme' Scicluna, Gzira GZR 1120 
as a near alternative. 

29thAugust 
Today it was announced that on the 31 51 August, MaltaPost will issue the seventh 
series of stamps depicting religious statues found in various churches around Malta 
and Gozo. 

This stamp issue will feature the following processional statues: 
Saint Martin of Tours (France) in Bahrija; 
Saint Helen in Birkirkara; 
Our Lady of the Lillies (Madonna Tal -Gilju) in Mqabba; 
Saint Paul Shipwrecked in Munxar, Gozo; 
Our Lady of Fatima in Pieta; 
Our Lady of Lourdes in Qrendi; 
Saint Lucy in Santa Lucija, Gozo; 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart (Sacro Cuor) in Sliema; 
Saint Augustine in Valletta; and 
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin (Marija Bambina) in Xaghra, Gozo. 

The stamps will be issued in sheets of ten, with each stamp measuring 3 lmm x 
44mm, having a comb perforation of 13.0 x 14.0 and bearing the Maltese Cross 
watermark. Each sheet measures 182mm x 1l5mm and was produced in through 
the offset lithography process by Printex Ltd. The issue consists of 600,000 stamps 
(60,000 sheets), and each one has a denommat10n ote0.38. Photography otthe 
statues was taken by Mark Micallef Perconte. 

MaltaPost prepared an occasion hand stamp to cancel the stamps on the first day 
of issue (on FDC No.9/2023). The single-ring hand stamp is inscribed "MALTESE 
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FESTA SERIES VII" along the outside bordering the 
ring anJ "'*' MALTAPOST --------------- - MALTA * 
" on the lower inner side of the ring. The words and 
issue date "JUM IL-tiRUG/31-08-23" in straight lines 
are to be found below an outline image of a bell inside 
a belfry, positioned at the top centre of the hand stamp. 
MaltaPost's Philatelic Bureau featured the issue in its 
Stamp Bulletin No. 442. 

Each set issued in the series so far also includes 
corresponding maximum cards featuring an enlarged version of the image of the 
individual stamps, together with a corresponding special binder. This remained the 
case also with this issue, with card numbers being MC151 to MC160. The series 
has up to now already featured a total of eighty different statues from churches 
around the Maltese archipelago. 

29th August 
Today on the MaltaPhilately website it was announced that on the 2"d September 
a commemorative postmark was to be used at the Victoria, Gozo branch to 
commemorate the SOth anniversary from the coronation of the Xaghra Parish titular 
statue, affectionately called "Il-Bambina". The crowning ceremony was held on 
the 2"d September 1973 after a high mass which was 
concelebrated at the basilica, led by Gozo bishop Mgr, 
Nikol Cauchi. The crown is made of 22 carat gold and 
was made by goldsmith Tarcisio Cassar from Zejtun 
based on the design of Victoria, Gozo born artist Joseph 
Sagona. 

The single-ring circular hand stamp is inscribed "50 
SENA INKURUNATA - MARIJA BAMBINA - IX­
XAGtiRA - 1973 - 2023" along the outside bordering 
the ring, and"* MALTAPOST- VICTORIA, GOZO - MALTA *-" bordering the 
ring on the inner side. At the top centre of the hand stamp there is a line drawing 
of the crown, immediately beneath which was placed the issue date "02-09-23"in 
a straight line. 

07111 September 
On its Facebook page, MaltaPost today announced that it had won first place in an 
International Stamp Award, namely "The Most Beautiful SEPAC Stamp, 2022". 
Thirteen European postal authorities, including MaltaPost, are members of the 
Small European Postal Administrations Cooperation (SEPAC). Each year, SEPAC 
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members release a joint stamp issue, bearing a common 
theme. The theme for 2022 was "Local Beverages". The 
stamp, which was originally issued by MaltaPost on l31h 

September, 2022, depicted the iconic Kinnie softdrink, 
which was first introduced in 1952 by local brewery 
Simonds Parsons Cisk. The stamp was designed by 
MaltaPost employee Daniel Spiteri. 

Stamp issues from participating member countries are 
uploaded to an online portal allowing persons worldwide to 
vote for the most beautiful SEPAC Stamp. This year there 
were nine countries which participated, namely: Aland, Faroe Islands, Greenland, 
Guernsey, Jersey, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Malta and Monaco. Malta's entry 
obtained 415 votes from a total of 1632. 

12th September 
Today it was announced on the MaltaPhilately online page that to commemorate 
the 3001h Anniversary of the Foundation of Fort Manoel, on the 141h September 
MaltaPost will be issuing a miniature sheet portraying an aerial image of the fort 
and a stamp with a close-up view of the baroque chapel of St. Anthony of Padua. 
Both artworks are the work of local artist Andrew Micallef. 

The stamp within the miniature sheet measures 41.0mm x 30.5mm, with a comb 
perforation of 13. 77 x 13. 66 and bears the Maltese Cross watermark. The miniature 
sheet itself measures 120mm x 80mm and was produced through the offset process 
by Printex Ltd. The issue consists of 10,000 miniature sheets with each stamp 
carrying a denomination of €3.00. 

MaltaPost prepared an occasion hand stamp to cancel the 
stamps on the first day of issue (on FDC No.10/2023). 
The single-ring hand stamp is inscribed "300TH 
ANNIVERSARY FOUNDATION OF FORT MANO EL 
1723-2023" along the outside bordering the ring and "* 
MALTAPOST --------------- - MALTA * " on the lower 
inner side of the ring. The words and issue date "JUM 
IL-I=IRUG/14-09-23" in straight lines are to be found 
helow nn 011tlin i;- im<lgi;- of the Chapd of St. Anthony of Padua which is located 
inside the fort, positioned at the top centre of the hand stamp. MaltaPost's Philatelic 
Bureau featured the issue in its Stamp Bulletin No. 443. 

Por the occasion of marking World Postcard Day 2023 , the Malta Postal Museum & 
Arts Hub today also announced that on the 301

h September it will be releasing two 
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Museum Card No. 14 Museum Card No. 15 

specially designed post cards. World Postcard Day is held annually every October 
1 st. The design of the cards is the work of Vic Manduca and illustrate local cityscapes 
through a maze oflines combined with a limited use of colour. MaltaPost informed 
that on the launch day the artist will be present at the Museum to autograph cards 
on request by the public. A total of 200 from each card was printed. 

Also for the event, MaltaPost prepared an occasion hand stamp to cancel postal 
and philatelic items at the Malta Postal Museum. The 
single-ring hand stamp is inscribed "CELEBRATING 
WORLD POSTCARD DAY" along the bottom outside 
of the ring border and "* MALTAPOST - MALTA 
POSTAL MUSEUM - VALLETTA *- " on the lower 
inner side of the ring. The words and issue date "JUM IL­
rIRUG/30-9-23" in straight lines are to be found below 
an image of the World Postcard Day logo positioned at 
the top centre of the hand stamp. 

lSth September 

WORLD Ill 
POSTCARD 
DAY~ 

JUM IL·flRUG 

MaltaPost today informed that letterbox (L153) which is located in Misrah Ir­
Rebha, Birgu has been temporarily closed due to road works in the area. The nearest 
letterbox can be found in Triq il-Mina, Birgu (Ll52). 

20th September 
MaltaPost today released two media communications in which it informed that two 
ot its sub post offices would be temporarily closed. The Sub Post Office located at 
51, Triq Gorg Borg Olivier, Mellieha MU=f 1024, will be closed on both the 22°d 
and 23rd September. On these days, the public was invited to use the postal services 
proviJeJ from Mellieha Post Office locateJ at 100, Triq il-Mithna 1-Gdida, Mellieha 
MLrI 1107 as the closest alternative. 

40 



In its second media communication, it informed that the Sub Post Office at "C@C 
Stationery" located at Trejqet Fleur-de-Lys, Santa Venera SVR 1580, will be closed 
on Friday 22nct September. On this day, the public was invited to use the postal 
services provided from Eamrun Post Office located at 18, Triq il-Ferrovija, Eamrun 
EMR 1900 as a substitute. 

26th September 
On its facebook page, MaltaPost today announced 
that for the occasion of the 1 sih anniversary from the 
formation of the Malta Council for the Voluntary Sector, 
the council had released a set of personalized stamps 
and a commemorative folder that give recognition to the 
diverse sectors that voluntary organizations are active 
in, namely, inclusion, arts, education and sustainable environment. 

To commemorate the anniversary MaltaPost had also issued a commemorative 
handstamp which was used at the Malta Postal Museum on the 22nct September. 
The single-ring circular hand stamp is inscribed "15rH ANNIVERSARY MALTA 
COUNCIL FOR THE VOLUNTARY SECTOR" along the outside bordering the 
ring, and "* MALTAPOST - MALTA POSTAL MUSEUM - MALTA "bordering 
the ring on the inner side. At the top centre of the hand stamp there is the 1 y1i 
anniversary logo, immediately beneath which was placed the issue date "22-09-
23 "in a straight line. 

27th September 
On its facebook page, MaltaPost informed that until Friday 29th September, the 
below three Sub Post Offices will open to the public only during the morning 
hours, from 9am till 12 noon. This is due to school services related to the "Back­
To-School" period. Normal shop opening hours will resume as from Saturday 30th 
September 2023. The sub post offices concerned are: 
1. Zurrieq Sub Post office located at Pinpoint Stationery, 57, Vjal 1-Indipendenza, 
Zurrieq ZRQ 2339. 
2. Marsaxlokk Sub Post Office located at Old Trafford Stationery, 41 , Triq 1-Arznell, 
Marsaxlokk, MXK 1401. 
3. Siggiewi Sub Post Office, located at Many Things Stationery, 80, Triq il-Knisja, 
Siggicwi. SGW 1704. 

20th October 
Today it was announced that MaltaPost has once again teamed up with Wicked 
Comics to issue a new set of contemporary stamps related to comic art in Malta. 
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This new set features a selection of three artworks taken from "Impressions of 
an island", the Malta Comic Con art book which is a local publication issued 
by Heritage Malta in collaboration with Wicked Comics. The book showcases a 
diversity of artistic impressions of Malta within the fantastical realm of comics. 

The stamp issue depicts comic book adaptations of typical Maltese locations, 
illustrated by three renowned international artists from the comic book industry -
Ian Churchill, INKO and Martin Griffiths. 

The new stamps will be issued in sheets often, with each stamp measuring 31mm 
x 44mm, having a comb perforation of 13.9 x 14.0 and printed on Maltese Cross 
watermarked paper. The sheets measure 185mm x 118mm overall and were produced 
through the offset process by Printex Ltd. The issue consists of200,000 of the €0. 10 
stamp, 30,000 of the €0.38 stamp and 30,000 of the €1.50 stamp. 

MaltaPost prepared an occasion hand stamp to cancel the stamps on the first day 
of issue (on FDC No.11 /2023). The single-ring hand stamp is inscribed "COMIC 
ART IN MALTA 2023" along the outside bordering the 
ring and "* MALTAPOST --------------- - MALTA >~ 
" on the lower inner side of the ring. The words and 
issue date "WM IL-t=IRUG/25-10-23" in straight lines 
are to be found below an outline image of the Wicked 
Comics logo, positioned at the top centre of the hand 
stamp. MaltaPost's Philatelic Bureau featured the issue 
in its Stamp Bulletin No. 444. 

24th October 

MaltaPost informed that the letterbox situated at 
Sliema Street, Gzira is now back in service. (Ref: 
entry dated JJ 1h July 2023) 

29th October 
The Gozo Philatelic Society announced that this 
year it shall hold its annual exhibition between 
the 12th and 25t1i November. Since its foundation, 
the Gozo Philatelic Society has been holding its 
annual Exhibition at the Gozo Ministry Halls. 
Because of structural problems and consequent 
works, this year this has not been possible. Il­
t=Iagar museum has accepted to host it and since 
the site layout is ditforent, this means that vanous 
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innovatory adjustments were required to be made, including longer exhibition 
opening times. 

The exhibits, both Junior and Open, will be housed on levels -1 and 1 as well as 
Audio Visual Hall 1. The level of this year's exhibits is guaranteed to be vory good, 
with traditional presentations, postal history and social philately. 

Specially prepared personalized stamps and covers, supported by MaltaPost, will 
also be available for sale. A complete collection of such items will also be on display. 
As a promotion for tempting youngsters to take tip the hobby, free packs of stamps 
and copies of the GPS periodical will be available for all. 

03rct November 
MaltaPost today informed that the Post Office situated at 95 , Triq in-Naxxar, San 
Gwann SGN 9031 will be closed due to maintenance works between Monday 6th 

November and Wednesday 81
1i November. On the mentioned dates, mail items are 

to be collected from the Post Office located in Rudolph Street, Sliema. 

lOth November 
The public was informed that the letterbox situated in Triq 1-ImhallefPaolo Debono, 
Msida, has been removed due to demolition works in the area. It was advised that 
it may use the letterbox situated at the University of Malta Campus, next to the 
Post Office branch as an alternative. 

In another announcement issued today on the 
MaltaPhilately website, MaltaPost announced that a 
commemorate handstamp to celebrate the Christmas 
Event in Gozo, "Milied f'Ghawdex", will be issued on 
Friday 24111 November at the Victoria Post Office located 
at 5, Triq Sir Adrian Dingli, Rabat, Gozo VCT 1441. 

The single-ring circular hand stamp is inscribed 
"MILIED F ' GHAWDEX 2023" along the outside 
bordering the ring, and "* MALTAPOST - VICTORIA, GOZO - MALTA *" 
bordering the ring on the inner side. At the top centre of the hand stamp there is the 
image of baby Jesus being cradled in a pair of arms, immediately beneath which 
was placed the issue date "24-11 -23" in a straight line. 

11 th November 
Today a commemorative postmark was used at the Victoria, Gozo branch to 
commemorate the 24'h Gozo Philatelic Society Exhibition. 
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The single-ring circular hand stamp is inscribed 
"GOZO PHILATELIC SOCIDTY 24rn ANNUAL 
EXHIBITION" along the outside bordering the ring, and 
"* MALTAPOST VICTORIA, GOZO - MALTA*" 
bordering the nng on the mner side. 

At the top centre of the hand stamp there is a large 
capital letter G in which the words GOZO STAMP 
EXHIBITION are found in the curve, while the year 

2023 is located in the vertical leg of the G. In the hollow centre of the G is a stylized 
head of a Neolithic figurine which is the logo ofll-fiagar Museum. Immediately 
beneath the G the handstamp issue date "11-11-23" in a straight line is to be found. 

12th November 
The annual exhibition organised by the Gozo Philatelic Society (GPS), and which 
for the first time this year is being held at Il-fiagar museum and cultural centre in 
Victoria instead of the Gozo Ministry Halls as has been the case for the past twenty 
three years, today opened its doors to the public. The exhibition, which offers an 
mterestmg range of topics as seen through the world of philately, was blessed by 
society chaplain Fr. Joseph Attard. 

Exhibits with a religious theme include stamps of the Xaghra titular anniversary 
and processional statues, as well as Vatican stamps. Flora and fauna themes are 
also well represented, while history stamps feature the 1565 siege and the 1916 
New Cale<lonia migrant episode. Personalities featured include Maltese authors, 
Biagio Tagliaferro and an 'early philatelist from Gozo'. Other thematic items, such 
as buses and US sheets are also featured. Early Malta postmarks, stamp errors and 
varieties together with censor marks are among the more specialised exhibits on 
display. One thematic exhibit shows covers and folders connected with the venue 
of the exhibition, Il-fiagar, starting from its inauguration in 2013. Also on display 
are cards, covers and personalised stamps which have been issued over the years 
by the Gozo Philatelic Society. Other items which can be admired are decorated 
stamp albums, prepared both by young and adult enthusiasts. 

16th November 
Today MaltaPost announced that in keeping with local tradition, on the 21 st 

November it shall issue a set of three stamps depictmg the Christmas Nat1v1ty theme 
to mark this festive season. Linking all three stamps is a golden star hovering above 
the Virgin Mary and Child, above an angel announcing the birth of Jesus and above 
a decorative Christmas wreath. 
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The new stamps will be issued in sheets of ten, with 
each stamp measuring 31mm x 44mm, having a comb 
perforation of 13.9x14.0 and bearing the Maltese Cross 
watermark. Overall each sheet measures 185mm x 

118mm and was produced through the offset process 
by Printex Ltd. The issue consists of 50,000 of the 
€0.38 stamp, 30,000 of the €1.50 stamp and 15,000 of 
the €2.00 stamp. 

MaltaPost prepared an occasion hand stamp to cancel the stamps on the first day of 
issue (on FDC No.12/2023). The single-ring hand stamp is inscribed "CHRISTMAS 
2023" along the outside bordering the ring and"'*' MALTAPOST --------------- -
MALTA *" on the lower inner side of the ring. The words and issue date "JUM 
IL-:t=J:R U G/21-11-23" in straight lines are to be found below a stylized image of a 
shining star, positioned at the top centre of the hand stamp. MaltaPost's Philatelic 
Bureau featured the issue in its Stamp Bulletin No. 445. 

16th November 
MaltaPost today, through its Maltaphilately site, announced that it shall participate 
in the renowned Veronafil stamp fair to be held between the 1 st and 3rct December 
within the Veronafiere complex in Verona, Italy. This is an annual event which 
offers international postal operators an excellent platform to showcase and sell 
their philatelic items and exchange information. The MaltaPost Philatelic Bureau 
Exhibition Stand will contain a variety of Maltese stamps related to various popular 
themes. 

To commemorate its participation in this 13 71
h edition, the Bureau will be issuing an 

occasion card (Number 62), a personalized stamp/cover and a philatelic numismatic 
cover. All items will feature the official Veronafil exhibition logo. 

Additionally, MaltaPost will be using a commemorative 
single-ring circular hand stamp inscribed "VERONAFIL 
STAMP FAIR 2023" along the outside bordering the 
ring, and"'*' MALTAPOST-PHILATELIC BUREAU 
- MALTA'*'" bordering the ring on the inner side. At 
the top centre of the hand stamp there is the Veronafil 
exhibition logo, immediately beneath which was placed 
the usage date "1-3.12.23" in a straight line. 

23rd November 

~~~~~~~~--. 

MaltaPost informed that the Sub Post Office located at 51, Triq G. Borg Olivier, 
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Mellieha MUI 1024, will be permanently closed as from 1 st December. From this 
day onwards, the public was advised that as an alternative it may use the postal 
services provided from the Mellieha Post Office simated at 100, Triq il-Mithna 
1-Gdida,Mellieha ML!! 1107. 

z9th November 
MaltaPost informed that the Sub Post Office at 'Nee:ds Stationery' located at 1, 
Triq il-Vajrita, Marsaskala MSK 3325, will be closed on Saturday 2nct December. 
On this day, the public was advised that it may use the postal services provided 
from Marsaskala Post Office located at Triq Sant' Antnin, Marsaskala MSK 9059. 

1 st December 
The Malta Postal Museum announced the launch on the 13th December of an 
exclusive folder "The Halfpenny Yellow of Malta". This folder includes a 
reproduction block of four Halfpenny Yellows, a 2010 commemorative miniature 
sheet, and a facsimile of the Giorgio Grognet de Vasse to Giuseppe Said letter 
and cover, sent on 13t11 December 1860, which now forms part of the Malta Postal 
Museum's collection. This folder is a limited and numbered edition by the postal 
museum totalling only one hundred copies. 

9th December 
The Malta Postal Museum today announced the 
launching of the 2024 MPM Calendar. This limited 
edition calendar, of only which fifty copies were 
produced, contains both familiar and unseen little 
known works by artist Emvin Cremona. The 
calendar, which is also a first for the Museum, 
became available for sale solely from the MPM 
as of the 13th December. It is to be noted that the 
13th December is a natonal holiday, Republic Day 
when all MaltaPost branches were closed with the 
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only exception being 
the one at the Malta 
Postal Museum. For 
the occasion, a commemorative handstamp was also 
used. 

The single-ring circular hand stamp is inscribed 
"TREASURES FROM THE MALTA POSTAL 
MUSEUM" along the outside bordering the ring, and 



"* MALTAPOST - MALTA POSTAL MUSEUM - MALTA *" bordering the 
ring on the inner side. At the top centre of the hand stamp there is the Malta Postal 
Museum logo, immediately beneath which the words and issue date "mM IL­
tiRUG/13-12-23" in straight lines are to be found below. 

11 th December 
Today, an unannounced commemorative hand stamp was used at the Malta Postal 
Museum to mark the fifth anniversay from the restoration of the Triton Fountain 
in Floriana, which lies just outside the entrance to the city of Valletta. 

The single-ring circular hand stamp is inscribed 
"tiAMES SNIN MILL-INAWGURAZZJONI TAL­
FUNTANA TAT-TRITONI" along the outside bordering 
the ring, and" * MALTAPOST - MALTA POSTAL 
MUSEUM - MALTA *" bordering the ring on the 
inner side. At the top centre of the hand stamp there 
is a line drawing depicting the fountain, immediately 
beneath which the words and issue date "JUM IL­
tiRUG/11-12-23" in straight lines are to be found below. 

Interesting 1890 
photo showing the 
pillar letter box 
opposite of the 
Royal Opera House 
in Valetta. Sent in by 
John V. De Battista. 
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