THE COMMISSARIO DELLA POSTA
By Paul C. Saliba BA (Hons) MA

The Knights of Malta always had a Postal System, to communicate with their
Comandaries, the Pope, their Ambassadors, and their families spread all over Europe.
On the 20th July 1708 the Venerandi Procuratoti del Comun tesoro submitted a
number of proposals to the Grand Council of the Order so that the Traesury will be
relieved of the burden of expenses for the carriage of private letters. Grand Master
Ramon Perellos appointed a commission to verify these proposals and provide the
necessry feedback. One of the proposals recommended the appointment of a Knight
to manage the postal service.

The Knight in charge of the postal service was known as the Commissario della
Posta. Fra Nicolo Fissari (1680-1742) was probably the Knight in charge of the posts
between 1735 and 1738. Fra Ludovico Bacci (1679-1751) became responsable
for the function of the posts in 1747 and Fra Francesco Mazzei (1721-1791) was
tesponsable [or collecting the revenue between 1773 and 1774. Mazzei was oncc
referred as the Commissario della Posta. A list of the Commissarii della Posta for
the years spanning betwee 1779 and 1797 was compiled by Dr. Albert Ganado in
his paper The Officina Della Posta and its Functionaries (n.d.).

1779 (possibly before) — 31.08.1775 Fra Simone Montfort (1729 — 1785)
01.09.1785 —30.05.1787 Com. Giuseppe Rogadeo (1772 —1791)
01.06.1787 —31.10.1795 Com. Ugolino Tommaso Cambi (1734 — ?)
01.11.1795 — 31.01.1797 Fra Charles Hubert de Mont d’Or (1734 — ?)
01.02.1797 — 31.07.1797 Com. Michelangelo Arezzo (1738 — ?)
01.08.1797 — June 1798 Com. Carlo Candida (1762 — 1845)

Figures 1, 2 and 3 show three receipts issued by three Commissarii della Posta
namely Fra Simone Montfort, Com. Ugolino Tommaso Cambi and Fra Charles
Hubert de Mont d’Or dated 1782, 1795 and 1796 respctively.

With the advent of the French Occupation, which brought an end to the Knights
Period, and later the British rule, the office of the Commissario della Posta survived,
until the resignation of Gio. Antonio Micallef, the last recorded Commissario della
Posta, following which, his successor, Domenico Montanaro, was given the status
of Direttore della Posta.
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Fig. 1A: 5 Luglio 1782 Il Prete Conule(?) Dorion pago Scudi quattro tari nove e grani sedici
per (?) Posto di Lettere a Aprile 1782 4.9.16
(Signed) /I Comm della Posta Cav. Montfort (Dr. Daniel Saliba LL.D. Collection)

Fig. 1B: Detailed image of Fig. 1A
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Fig. 2: 30 Giugno 1795 Hl Clemente Dorion pago in Posta Scudo uno tari otto e grani dieci
otto quali sono per porto di Lettere all Aprile scorso dico 1.8.18
(Signed) Il Comm della Posta Com. Cambi (Dr. Daniel Saliba LL.D. Collection)
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Fig. 3. 9 Maggzo ] 796 I Comm Dorion pagé in Posta Scudo due tari sei e grani dieci quali
sono per porto di Lettere all Aprile scorso dico 2.6.10
(Signed) Il Comm della Posta H de Mont d’Or (Dr. Daniel Saliba LL.D. Collection)



