ga Nru. 142

Har

A

)

=
i
<
=
7]
L
39
p,
Q
LY
(24
<
-~
=
>
‘0
o)
e
2 I
[

- Frar 20

Jannar




BULLETTIN TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI

Nru. 142 Jannar - Frar 2007
MILL-KNISJA UNIVERSALI
World Day Of Peace 2007
— Message of Pope Benedict XVI....cccoviiiiiiiiinninccincnnn 5
Pope Benedict to the Roman Curia........ccoevvvvevininnninininnnns 15
Pope Benedict on Ash Wednesday ......ccccoovveerrnirccnceenanninee 29
Address of the Holy Father to the participants :
of the Pontifical Academy for Life........cccocevviveinriinnccnnnnn 34
DOKUMENTI MILL-KURJA
Jum Dinji tal-Pac¢i 2007:
Messagg ta’ L-Arcisqof Mercieca .......ccovcenlerecieeercceiecenecnne. 40

Omelija ta’ 1-Arcisqof Guzeppi Mercieca
fil-Quddiesa ta’ Radd il-Hajr fl-okkazjoni

ta’ Gheluq is-servizz tieghu bhala Arcisqof ta’ Malta.......... 45
Messagg ta’ 1-Aréisqof Guzeppi Mercieca

lill-Mizzewgin Godda tas-sena 2006 ........ccceerverrerereerrereennn. 50
Messagg ta’ Monsinjur Mercieca lill-Gurnalisti ....................... 55

Cirkolari 499: Tmiem il-Ministeru
ta’ Monsinjur Mercieca u 1-bidu

tal-Ministeru ta’ Monsinjur Cremona.........cccereeveeinrenreccrnncnn 59
Cirkolari 500: daqq tal-gniepen fl-okkazjoni

ta’ l-ordinazzjoni episkopali ta’ Mons. Cremona.................. 61
Omelija ta’ Mons. Mercieca fl-ordinazzjoni

episkopali ta’ Mons. Pawl Cremona,0.P........ccccecvreruvvnuennn. 62 .
Diskors ta’ Monsinjur Arcisqof Pawlu Cremona v

fil-Quddiesa ta’ l-ordinazzjni tHeghu ........eceveueeeveereucreneennnnes 66
Messagg ta’ 1-Arcisqof Pawlu Cremona

lill-emigranti ta’ l-AWSEralja ....c.coceeereverrernenirerenereeseneeenen. 70
Messagg ta’ 1-Arcisqof Cremona lill-missjunarji Maltin.......... 73



g

Messagg ta’ 1-Arc¢isqof Cremona lill-missjunarji Maltin

fl-Amerika ta' Fuq ...ccoooviiieenienienereesr e e 75
Seminar dwar ix-xoghol:

diskors ta’ Monsinjur Arc¢isqof Cremona.....c...ceveesvverieneneenas 77
Ittra Pastorali ghar-Randan 2007 .......c.ccoceevenvnrveennnennneencneenen 81
Cirkolari 1: Talb ghaX-Xita ......cccceverevierererinreeesessesesessesesesnes 86
Cirkoalri 2: Konéistorju ghall-Kanonizzazzjoni

tal-Beatu GOIg PreCa .....cceiuriverereerereeeeereesersesssssessessessesansans 87
Kummissjoni Djoéesana Gustizzja u Paci:

Riflessjoni dwar id-Djar......cccovvieiiininnenncecenecen s 38

STQARRIJIET OHRA MILL-KURJA

Stemma ta’ Mons. Aréisqof Pawlu Cremona, OP......ccoceeuee. 95
Quddiesa ta’ Radd il-Hajr

f’Ghelugq is-servizz ta’ 1-Arcisqof Mercieca.........cocovvvruinnne. 96
Kappillan gdid fil-Kalkara .........ccccovurivinnniiiinnninincnenreniennee 97
II-Kongregazzjoni tal-Kawzi tal-Qaddisin tapprova

I-miraklu ghall-kanonizzazzjoni tal-Beatu Gorg Preca ......... 98
II-Kappillani jiddiskutu I-missjoni taghhom bhala rghajja.......101
Ttiet tined kbar ghall-funzjonijiet

ta’ 1-Ordinazzjoni Episkopali.....cc.cccenvrcrerncrncnienenniicnnns 102
Festa tal-Konverzjoni ta’ San Pawl........cccoceevevoniennnccennin 103
L-ewwel hatriet ta’ I-Arcisqof Pawl Cremona O.P. ................ 104
Attivitajiet ta’ 1-Arcisqof Cremona ........coevvvvneneniniencniennne. 106
L-Ordinazzjoni Episkopali:

il-Kumitat Organizzattiv Jirringrazzja.........cceevecereerrcveveenenne 107
1,587 zwieg fil-Knisja f"Malta fis-sena 2006........ccccceeennenne. 108
Monsinjuri godda tal-Kapitlu Metropolitan ..........c.c.ccocevneeee. 109
Indulgenza Plenarja ghal Jum il-Morda .......ccocccrinninccncnne. 110
Jum i1-Lajei NSAra ....cccvererviiniiniiiiinieniciic s 112
L-Arcisqof jibda zjarat fl-unitajiet tal-ParrocCi......couvvvveinieineens 113
Bidu tar-Randan Imqaddes ........ccoccrvviiiiininniiniiiiiinenncne 114
Funzjoni ta’ 1-Erbgha ta’ Rmied ........ccccvvviiviiniiniiiinnininen 115
Seminar dwar iX-X0ghol .....ccocvviiiinnncinin 115

Konéistorju ghall-Kanonizazzjoni tal-Beatu Gorg Preca......... 115



Hames kandidati godda ghas-sacerdozju..........cecovvevmiinierinnen 116

Zjara ta’ 1-Arcisqof Cremona f’GhawdeX .........c.eeeereereerecenenn: 117
L-Arcisqof se jattendi Kungress ta’ 1-Isqfijiet

dwar valuri ghall-gejjieni fl-EWropa.......ccocvmeviiieiicnivinnnns 117
Kjarifika ta’ 1-Arcisqof dwar

iz-zjara fl-universita’ ta” Malta .......cccoovreciiienrnnincnineneene 119
Pellegrinaggi u celebrazzjonijiet

penitenzjali ta’ Zmien ir-Randan...........ccooeeeviiviinncniennn 120

oy



gt

Produzzjoni: Media Centre Publications
Stampat fil-Media Centre, Blata |-Bajda, Jannar 2007.



MILL-KNISJA UNIVERSALI

Message of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI for the
Celebration of the World Day of Peace 1 January 2007
The Human Person, the Heart of Peace

1. At the beginning of the new year, I wish to extend prayerful good
wishes for peace to Governments, leaders of nations and all men and
women of good will. In a special way, I invoke peace upon all those
experiencing pain and suffering, those living under the threat of violence
and armed aggression, and those who await their human and social
emancipation, having had their dignity trampled upon. I invoke peace
upon children, who by their innocence enrich humanity with goodness
and hope, and by their sufferings compel us all to work for justice and
peace. Out of concern for children, especially those whose future is
compromised by exploitation and the malice of unscrupulous adults, I
wish on this World Day of Peace to encourage everyone to reflect on
the theme: The Human Person, the Heart of Peace. 1 am convinced that
respect for the person promotes peace and that, in building peace, the
foundations are laid for an authentic integral humanism. In this way a
serene future is prepared for coming generations.

The human person and peace: gift and task

2. Sacred Scripture affirms that “God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them”
(Gen 1:27). As one created in the image of God, each individual human
being has the dignity of a person; he or she is not just something, but
someone, capable of self-knowledge, self-possession, free self-giving and
entering into communion with others. At the same time, each person is
called, by grace, to a covenant with the Creator, called to offer him a
response of faith and love that no other creature can give in his place(V.
From this supernatural perspective, one can understand the task entrusted
to human beings to mature in the ability to love and to contribute to the
progress of the world, renewing it in justice and in peace. In a striking

() Cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church, 357.
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synthesis, Saint Augustine teaches that “God created us without our aid;
but he did not choose to save us without our aid®.” Consequently all
human beings have the duty to cultivate an awareness of this twofold
aspect of gift and task.

3. Likewise, peace is both gift and task. If it is true that peace
between individuals and peoples—the ability to live together and to build
relationships of justice and solidarity —calls for unfailing commitment
on our part, it is also true, and indeed more so, that peace is a gift from
God. Peace is an aspect of God’s activity, made manifest both in the
creation of an orderly and harmonious universe and also in the redemption
of humanity that needs to be rescued from the disorder of sin. Creation
and Redemption thus provide a key that helps us begin to understand the
meaning of our life on earth. My venerable predecessor Pope John Paul
II, addressing the General Assembly of the United Nations on 5 October
1995, stated that “we do not live in an irrational or meaningless world...
there is a moral logic which is built into human life and which makes
possible dialogue between individuals and peoples® .” The transcendent
“grammar”, that is to say the body of rules for individual action and
the reciprocal relationships of persons in accordance with justice and
solidarity, is inscribed on human consciences, in which the wise plan
of God is reflected. As I recently had occasion to reaffirm: “we believe
that at the beginning of everything is the Eternal Word, Reason and not
Unreason™.” Peace is thus also a task demanding of everyone a personal
response consistent with God’s plan. The criterion inspiring this response
can only be respect for the “grammar” written on human hearts by the
divine Creator.

From this étandpoint, the norms of the natural law should not be
viewed as externally imposed decrees, as restraints upon human freedom.
Rather, they should be welcomed as a call to carry out faithfully the
universal divine plan inscribed in the nature of human beings. Guided
by these norms, all peoples —within their respective cultures—can draw
near to the greatest mystery, which is the mystery of God. Today too,

@  Sermo 169, 11, 13: PL 38, 923.
® No. 3.
) Homily at Islinger Feld, Regensburg, 12 September 2006.
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recognition and respect for natural law represents the foundation for a
dialogue between the followers of the different religions and between
believers and non-believers. As a great point of convergence, this is also
a fundamental presupposition for authentic peace.

The right to life and to religious freedom

4. The duty to respect the dignity of each human being, in whose
nature the image of the Creator is reflected, means in consequence that
the person can not be disposed of at will. Those with greater political,
technical, or economic power may not use that power to violate the rights
of others who are less fortunate. Peace is based on respect for the rights
of all. Conscious of this, the Church champions the fundamental rights
of each person. In particular she promotes and defends respect for the
life and the religious freedom of everyone. Respect for the right to life at
every stage firmly establishes a principle of decisive importance: life is a
gift which is not completely at the disposal of the subject. Similarly, the
affirmation of the right to religious freedom places the human being in
a relationship with a transcendent principle which withdraws him from
human caprice. The right to life and to the free expression of personal
faith in God is not subject to the power of man. Peace requires the
establishment of a clear boundary between what is at man’s disposal
and what is not: in this way unacceptable intrusions into the patrimony
of specifically human values will be avoided.

5. As far as the right to life is concerned, we must denounce its
widespread violation in our society: alongside the victims of armed
conflicts, terrorism and the different forms of violence, there are the
silent deaths caused by hunger, abortion, experimentation on human
embryos and euthanasia. How can we fail to see in all this an attack
on peace? Abortion and embryonic experimentation constitute a direct
denial of that attitude of acceptance of others which is indispensable for
establishing lasting relationships of peace. As far as the free expression
of personal faith is concerned, another disturbing symptom of lack of
peace in the world is represented by the difficulties that both Christians
and the followers of other religions frequently encounter in publicly
and freely professing their religious convictions. Speaking of Christians’
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in particular, I must point out with pain that not only are they at times
prevented from doing so; in some States they are actually persecuted, and
even recently tragic cases of ferocious violence have been recorded. There
are regimes that impose a single religion upon everyone, while secular
regimes often lead not so much to violent persecution as to systematic
cultural denigration of religious beliefs. In both instances, a fundamental
human right is not being respected, with serious repercussions for peaceful
coexistence. This can only promote a mentality and culture that is not
conducive to peace.

The natural equality of all persons

6. At the origin of many tensions that threaten peace are surely the
many unjust inequalities still tragically present in our world. Particularly
insidious among these are, on the one hand, inequality in access to
essential goods like food, water, shelter, health; on the other hand, there
are persistent inequalities between men and women in the exercise of
basic human rights.

A fundamental element of building peace is the recognition of the
essential equality of human persons springing from their common
‘transcendental dignity. Equality on this level is a good belonging to
all, inscribed in that natural “grammar” which is deducible from the
divine plan of creation; it is a good that cannot be ignored or scorned
without causing serious repercussions which put peace at risk. The
extremely grave deprivation afflicting many peoples, especially in
Africa, lies at the root of violent reactions and thus inflicts a terrible
wound on peace.

7. Similarly, inadequate consideration for the condition of women helps
to create instability in the fabric of society. I think of the exploitation of
women who are treated as objects, and of the many ways that a lack of
respect is shown for their dignity; I also think —in a different context—of
the mindset persisting in some cultures, where women are still firmly
subordinated to the arbitrary decisions of men, with grave consequences
for their personal dignity and for the exercise of their fundamental
freedoms. There can be no illusion of a secure peace until these forms of
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discrimination are also overcome, since they injure the personal dignity
impressed by the Creator upon every human being®. ‘

The “ecology of peace”

8. In his Encyclical Letter Centesimus Annus, Pope John Paul II wrote:
“Not only has God given the earth to man, who must use it with respect
for the original good purpose for which it was given to him, but man too
is God’s gift to man. He must therefore respect the natural and moral
structure with which he has been endowed®.” By responding to this
charge, entrusted to them by the Creator, men and women can join in
bringing about a world of peace. Alongside the ecology of nature, there
exists what can be called a “human” ecology, which in turn demands a
“social” ecology. All this means that humanity, if it truly desires peace,
must be increasingly conscious of the links between natural ecology, or
respect for nature, and human ecology. Experience shows that disregard
for the environment always harms human coexistence, and vice versa. It
becomes more and more evident that there is an inseparable link between
peace with creation and peace among men. Both of these presuppose peace
with God. The poem-prayer of Saint Francis, known as “the Canticle of
Brother Sun”, is a wonderful and ever timely example of this multifaceted
ecology of peace.

9. The close connection between these two ecologies can be understood
“from the increasingly serious problem of energy supplies. In recent years,
new nations have entered enthusiastically into industrial production,
thereby increasing their energy needs. This has led to an unprecedented
race for available resources. Meanwhile, some parts of the planet remain
backward and development is effectively blocked, partly because of the
rise in energy prices. What will happen to those peoples? What kind of
development or non-development will be imposed on them by the scarcity
of energy supplies? What injustices and conflicts will be provoked by

©) Cf. Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Letter to the Bishops of the Catholic
Church on the collaboration of men and women in the Church and in the world (31 May
2004), 15-16.

® No. 38.
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the race for energy sources? And what will be the reaction of those who
are excluded from this race? These are questions that show how respect
for nature is closely linked to the need to establish, between individuals
and between nations, relationships that are attentive to the dignity of
the person and capable of satisfying his or her authentic needs. The
destruction of the environment, its improper or selfish use, and the violent
hoarding of the earth’s resources cause grievances, conflicts and wars,
precisely because they are the consequences of an inhumane concept
of development. Indeed, if development were limited to the technical-
economic aspect, obscuring the moral-religious dimension, it would not
be an integral human development, but a one-sided distortion which
would end up by unleashing man’s destructive capacities.

Reductive visions of man

10. Thus there is an urgent need, even within the framework of current
international difficulties and tensions, for a commitment to a human
ecology that can favour the growth of the “tree of peace”. For this
to happen, we must be guided by a vision of the person untainted by
ideological and cultural prejudices or by political and economic interests
which can instil hatred and violence. It is understandable that visions of
man will vary from culture to culture. Yet what cannot be admitted is
the cultivation of anthropological conceptions that contain the seeds of
hostility and violence. Equally unacceptable are conceptions of God that
would encourage intolerance and recourse to violence against others. This
is a point which must be clearly reaffirmed: war in God’s name is never
acceptable! When a certain notion of God is at the origin of criminal
acts, it is a sign that that notion has already become an ideology.

11. Today, however, peace is not only threatened by the conflict
between reductive visions of man, in other words, between ideologies.
It is also threatened by indifference as to what constitutes man’s true
nature. Many of our contemporaries actually deny the existence of a
specific human nature and thus open the door to the most extravagant
interpretations of what essentially constitutes a human being. Here too
clarity is necessary: a “weak” vision of the person, which would leave
room for every conception, even the most bizarre, only apparently favours

10
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peace. In reality, it hinders authentic dialogue and opens the way to
authoritarian impositions, ultimately leaving the person defenceless and,
as a result, easy prey to oppression and violence.

Human rights and international organizations

12. A true and stable peace presupposes respect for human rights. Yet
if these rights are grounded on a weak conception of the person, how can
they fail to be themselves weakened? Here we can see how profoundly
insufficient is a relativistic conception of the person when it comes to
justifying and defending his rights. The difficulty in this case is clear:
rights are proposed as absolute, yet the foundation on which they are
supposed to rest is merely relative. Can we wonder that, faced with the
“inconvenient” demands posed by one right or another, someone will come
along to question it or determine that it should be set aside? Only if they
are grounded in the objective requirements of the nature bestowed on man
by the Creator, can the rights attributed to him be affirmed without fear of
contradiction. It goes without saying, moreover, that human rights imply
corresponding duties. In this regard, Mahatma Gandhi said wisely: “The
Ganges of rights flows from the Himalaya of duties.” Clarity over these
basic presuppositions is needed if human rights, nowadays constantly
under attack, are to be adequately defended. Without such clarity, the
expression “human rights” will end up being predicated of quite different
subjects: in some cases, the human person marked by permanent dignity
and rights that are valid always, everywhere and for everyone, in other
cases a person with changing dignity and constantly negotiable rights,
with regard to content, time and place.

13. The protection of human rights is constantly referred to by
international bodies and, in particular, the United Nations Organization,
which set itself the fundamental task of promoting the human rights
indicated in the 1948 Universal Declaration. That Declaration is regarded as
a sort of moral commitment assumed by all mankind. There is a profound
truth to this, especially if the rights described in the Declaration are held
to be based not simply on the decisions of the assembly that approved
them, but on man’s very nature and his inalienable dignity as a person
created by God. Consequently it is important for international agencies not

11
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to lose sight of the natural foundation of human rights. This would enable
them to avoid the risk, unfortunately ever-present, of sliding towards a
merely positivistic interpretation of those rights. Were that to happen, the
international bodies would end up lacking the necessary authority to carry
out their role as defenders of the fundamental rights of the person and of
peoples, the chief justification for their very existence and activity.

International humanitarian law and the internal law of States

14. The recognition that there exist inalienable human rights connected
to our common human nature has led to the establishment of a body of
international humanitarian law which States are committed to respect,
even in the case of war. Unfortunately, to say nothing of past cases,
this has not been consistently implemented in certain recent situations
of war. Such, for example, was the case in the conflict that occurred a
few months ago in southern Lebanon, where the duty “to protect and
help innocent victims” and to avoid involving the civilian population
was largely ignored. The heart-rending situation in Lebanon and the new
shape of conflicts, especially since the terrorist threat unleashed complezely
new forms of violence, demand that the international community reaffirm
international humanitarian law, and apply it to all present-day situations of
armed conflict, including those not currently provided for by international
law. Moreover, the scourge of terrorism demands a profound reflection on
the ethical limits restricting the use of modern methods of guaranteeing
internal security. Increasingly, wars are not declared, especially when
they are initiated by terrorist groups determined to attain their ends
by any means available. In the face of the disturbing events of recent
years, States cannot fail to recognize the need to establish clearer rules
to counter effectively the dramatic decline that we are witnessing. War
always represents a failure for the international community and a grave
loss for humanity. When, despite every effort, war does break out, at
least the essential principles of humanity and the basic values of all civil
coexistence must be safeguarded; norms of conduct must be established
that limit the damage as far as possible and help to alleviate the suffering
of civilians and of all the victims of conflicts(”.

M In this regard, the Catechism of the Catholic Church indicates strict and precise
criteria: cf. 2307-2317.
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15. Another disturbing issue is the desire recently shown by some
States to acquire nuclear weapons. This has heightened even more
the widespread climate of uncertainty and fear of a possible atomic
catastrophe. We are brought back in time to the profound anxieties of
the “cold war” period. When it came to an end, there was hope that the
atomic peril had been definitively overcome and that mankind could
finally breathe a lasting sigh of relief. How timely, in this regard, is the
warning of the Second Vatican Council that “every act of war directed
to the indiscriminate destruction of whole cities or vast areas with their
inhabitants is a crime against God and humanity, which merits firm and
unequivocal condemnation®.” Unfortunately, threatening clouds continue
to gather on humanity’s horizon. The way to ensure a future of peace
for everyone is found not only in international accords for the non-
proliferation of nuclear weapons, but also in the determined commitment
to seek their reduction and definitive dismantling. May every attempt be
made to arrive through negotiation at the attainment of these objectives!
The fate of the whole human family is at stake!

The Church as safeguard of the transcendence of the human
person

-16. Finally, I wish to make an urgent appeal to the People of God:
let every Christian be committed to tireless peace-making and strenuous
defence of the dignity of the human person and his inalienable rights.

With gratitude to the Lord for having called him to belong to his Church,
which is “the sign and safeguard of the transcendental dimension of the
human person”® in the world, the Christian will tirelessly implore from
God the fundamental good of peace, which is of such primary importance
in the life of each person. Moreover, he will be proud to serve the cause
of peace with generous devotion, offering help to his brothers and sisters,
especially those who, in addition to suffering poverty and need, are also
deprived of this precious good. Jesus has revealed to us that “God is

®  Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et Spes, 80.
@ 1Ibid., 76.
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love” (1 Jn 4:8) and that the highest vocation of every person is love. In
Christ we can find the ultimate reason for becoming staunch champions
of human dignity and courageous builders of peace.

17. Let every believer, then, unfailingly contribute to the advancement
of a true integral humanism in accordance with the teachings of the
Encyclical Letters Populorum Progressio and Sollicitudo Rei Socialis,
whose respective fortieth and twentieth anniversaries we prepare to
celebrate this year. To the Queen of Peace, the Mother of Jesus Christ
“our peace” (Eph 2:14),1 entrust my urgent prayer for all humanity at the
beginning of the year 2007, to which we look with hearts full of hope,
notwithstanding the dangers and difficulties that surround us. May Mary
show us, in her Son, the Way of peace, and enlighten our vision, so that
we can recognize Christ’s face in the face of every human person, the
heart of peace!

From the Vatican, 8 December 2006.
BENEDICTUS PP. XVI
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Address of His Holiness Benedict XVI to the Roman Curia
offering them his Christmas Greetings and some reflections
on the year 2006

Your Eminences, .
Venerable Brothers in the Episcopate and in the Presbyterate, Dear
Brethren,

I meet you today with great joy and address my cordial greeting to each
one of you. I thank you for being present at this traditional appointment
held close to holy Christmas. I especially thank Cardinal Angelo Sodano
for the words with which he has expressed the sentiments of everyone
here, inspired by the central theme of the Encyclical Deus Caritas Est.
On this important occasion I would like to express my gratitude to him
once more for the service to the Pope and to the Holy See that he has
carried out for so many years as Secretary of State, and I ask the Lord
to reward him for the good that he has done with his wisdom and his
zeal for the Church’s mission.

At the same time, I desire to offer a special greeting to Cardinal Tarcisio
Bertone for the new task that I have entrusted to him. I gladly extend these
sentiments to all those who have entered the service of the Roman Curia
or of the Governorate this year, while we remember with affection and
gratitude those whom the Lord has called from this life to himself.

The year that is coming to an end, as you have said, Your Eminence,
lives on in our memory; deeply impressed upon it are the horrors of the
war near the Holy Land as well as the general danger of a clash between
cultures and religions - a danger that hangs threateningly over our time
in history.

The problem of ways towards peace has thus become a challenge of
primary importance for all who are concerned about humankind. This is
true in particular for the Church, for which the promise that accompanied
her at the outset also means a responsibility and a task: “Glory to God

15



g

BULLETTIN TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI

in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom he is pleased”
(Lk 2: 14).

The Angel’s greeting to the shepherds on the night of Christ’s
birth in Bethlehem reveals an unbreakable link between the
relationship of men and women with God and their own mutual
relationships.

Peace on earth cannot be found without reconciliation with God,
without harmony between Heaven and earth.

This correlation of the theme “God” with the theme “peace” was the
decisive aspect of my four Apostolic Journeys this year: I would like
to review them here. First of all was my Pastoral Visit to Poland, the
Country in which our beloved Pope John Paul II was born. For me, the
journey to his Homeland was an intimate duty of gratitude for all that
he gave to me personally and above all to the Church and to the world
during the quarter century of his service.

His greatest gift to all of us was his steadfast faith and the radicalism
of his dedication. His motto was “Totus tuus”. It reflected his whole
being. Yes, he gave himself without reserve to God, to Christ, to the
Mother of Christ, to the Church: to the service of the Redeemer and to
the redemption of man. He held nothing back. He let the flame of faith
consume him to his inmost depths. He showed us how, as people of today,
it is possible to believe in God, the Living God who made himself close
to us in Christ. He showed us that a definitive and radical dedication of
one's whole life is possible, and that, precisely in giving oneself, life
becomes great and immense and fruitful.

In Poland, everywhere I went I encountered the joy of faith. “The joy
of the Lord is your strength” -- this word which amid the wretchedness
of the new beginning, the scribe Ezra cried out to the People of Israel
who had just returned from the Exile (Neh 8: 10), can be experienced
tangibly here. I was deeply struck by the great cordiality with which
I was welcomed everywhere. The people saw in me the Successor of
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Peter to whom is entrusted the pastoral ministry for the entire Church.
They saw the one to whom, despite all his human frailty, the word of
the Risen Lord is addressed then as today: “Tend my sheep” (cf. Jn 21:
15-19); they saw the Successor of the one to whom Jesus had said, in
the district of Caesarea Philippi, “you are Peter and on this rock I will
build my Church” (Mt 16: 18). Peter, on his own, was not a rock; he was
a weak and unsteady man. Nonetheless, the Lord wished to make Peter
himself a rock, to show that through a weak human being, he himself
firmly sustains his Church and keeps her united.

Thus, the Visit to Poland was for me a celebration of catholicity in
the deepest sense. Christ is our peace and reunites the separated: over
and above all the differences in the historical epochs and cultures,
he is reconciliation. Through the Petrine Ministry we experience
this unifying force of faith which, starting from many peoples ever
anew, builds the one People of God. We truly experienced with joy
that, coming from many peoples, we form the one People of God:
his Holy Church.

For this reason the Petrine Ministry can be the visible sign that
guarantees this unity and forms a concrete unit. Once again, I want to
thank the Church in Poland explicitly and with all my heart for this
moving experience of catholicity.

My travels in Poland could not omit a visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau, to
that place of the cruelest barbarities, the attempt to wipe out the People
of Israel, and thus render their election by God vain and indeed, to banish
God himself from history.

It was a source of great comfort to me at that moment to see a rainbow
appearing in the sky as, before the horrors of that place, I cried out to
God like Job, shaken by the dread of his apparent absence but at the same
time supported by the certainty that even in his silence he does not cease
to be and remain with us. The rainbow was, as it were, a response: Yes,
I exist, and the words of the promise, of the Covenant which I spoke
after the flood, are still valid today (cf. Gn 9: 12-17).
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The Visit to Valencia, Spain, was under the banner of the theme of
marriage and the family. It was beautiful to listen, before the people
assembled from all continents, to the testimonies of couples -- blessed
by a numerous throng of children -- who introduced themselves to us
and spoke of their respective journeys in the Sacrament of Marriage and
in their large families.

They did not hide the fact that they have also had difficult days, that
they have had to pass through periods of crisis. Yet, precisely through the
effort of supporting one another day by day, precisely through accepting
one another ever anew in the crucible of daily trials, living and suffering
to the full their initial “yes”, precisely on this Gospel path of “losing
oneself”, they had matured, rediscovered themselves and become happy.
Their “yes” to one another in the patience of the journey and in the strength
of the Sacrament with which Christ had bound them together, had become
a great “yes” to themselves, their children, to God the Creator and to the
Redeemer, Jesus Christ. Thus, from the witness of these families a wave
of joy reached us, not a superficial and scant gaiety that is all too soon
dispelled, but a joy that developed also in suffering, a joy that reaches
down to the depths and truly redeems man.

Before these families with their children, before these families in
which the generations hold hands and the future is present, the problem
of Europe, which it seems no longer wants to have children, penetrated
my soul. To foreigners this Europe seems to be tired, indeed, it seems to
be wishing to take its leave of history. Why are things like this? This is
the great question. The answers are undoubtedly very complex. Before
seeking these answers, it is only right to thank the many married couples
in our Europe who still say “yes” to children today and accept the trials
that this entails: social and financial problems, as well as worries and
struggles, day after day; the dedication required to give children access
to the path towards the future. In mentioning these difficulties, perhaps
the reasons also become clearer why for many the risk of having children
appears too great.

A child needs loving attention. This means that we must give children
some of our time, the time of our life. But precisely this “raw material” of
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life -- time -- seems to be ever scarcer. The time we have available barely
suffices for our own lives; how could we surrender it, give it to someone
else? To have time and to give time - this is for us a very concrete way
to learn to give oneself, to lose oneself in order to find oneself.

In addition to this problem comes the difficult calculation: what rules
should we apply to ensure that the child follows the right path“and'in
so doing, how should we respect his or her freedom? The problem has
also become very difficult because we are no longer sure of the norms to
transmit; because we no longer know what the correct use of freedom is,
what is the correct way to live, what is morally correct and what instead
is inadmissible.

The modern spirit has lost its bearings, and this lack of bearings prevents
us from being indicators of the right way to others. Indeed, the problem
goes even deeper. Contemporary man is insecure about the future. Is it
permissible to send someone into this uncertain future? In short, is it a
good thing to be a person? This deep lack of self assurance -- plus the wish
to have one’s whole life for oneself -- is perhaps the deepest reason why
the risk of having children appears to many to be almost unsustainable.
In fact, we can transmit life in a responsible way only if we are able to
pass on something more than mere biological life, and that is, a meaning
that prevails even in the crises of history to come and a certainty in the
hope that is stronger than the clouds that obscure the future.

Unless we learn anew the foundations of life - unless we discover in
a new way the certainty of faith -- it will be less and less possible for us
to entrust to others the gift of life and the task of an unknown future.

Connected with that, finally, is also the problem of definitive decisions:
can man bind himself for ever? Can he say a “yes” for his whole life?
Yes, he can. He was created for this. In this very way human freedom
is brought about and thus the sacred context of marriage is also created
and enlarged, becoming a family and building the future.

At this point, I cannot be silent about my concern about the legislation
for de facto couples. Many of these couples have chosen this way because
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-- at least for the time being -- they do not feel able to accept the legally
ordered and binding coexistence of marriage. Thus, they prefer to remain
in the simple de facto state. When new forms of legislation are created
which relativize marriage, the renouncement of the definitive bond obtains,
as it were, also a juridical seal.

In this case, deciding for those who are already finding it far from easy
becomes even more difficult. Then there is in addition, for the other type
of couple, the relativization of the difference between the sexes.

The union of a man and a woman is being put on a par with the pairing
of two people of the same sex, and tacitly confirms those fallacious theories
that remove from the human person all the importance of masculinity and
femininity, as though it were a question of the purely biological factor.

Such theories hold that man -- that is, his intellect and his desire -- would
decide autonomously what he is or what he is not. In this, corporeity is
scorned, with the consequence that the human being, in seeking to be
emancipated from his body -- from the “biological sphere” -- ends by
destroying himself.

If we tell ourselves that the Church ought not to interfere in such
matters, we cannot but answer: are we not concerned with the human
being? Do not believers, by virtue of the great culture of their faith,
have the right to make a pronouncement on all this? Is it not their --
our -- duty to raise our voices to defend the human being, that creature
who, precisely in the inseparable unity of body and spirit, is the image
of God? The Visit to Valencia became for me a quest for the meaning
of the human being.

In our minds let us travel to Bavaria -- Munich, Altotting, Regensburg
and Freising. There, I was able to live unforgettably beautiful days of
encounter with faith and with the faithful of my Homeland. The great
theme of my Journey to Germany was God. The Church must speak of
many things: of all the issues connected with the human being, of her
own structure and of the way she is ordered and so forth. But her true
and -- under various aspects -- only theme is “God”.
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Moreover, the great problem of the West is forgetfulness of God. This
forgetfulness is spreading. In short, all the individual problems can be
traced back to this question, I am sure of it.

Therefore, on that Journey, my main purpose was to shed clear light on
the theme “God”, also mindful of the fact that in several parts of Germany
there are a majority of non-baptized persons for whom Christianity and
the God of faith seem to belong to the past.

Speaking of God, we are touching precisely on the subject which, in
Jesus’ earthly preaching, was his main focus. The fundamental subject of
this preaching is God’s realm, the “Kingdom of God”. This does not mean
something that will come to pass at one time or another in an indeterminate
future. Nor does it mean that better world which we seek to create, step
by step, with our own strength. In the term “Kingdom of God”, the word
“God” is a subjective genitive. This means: God is not something added
to the “Kingdom” which one might even perhaps drop.

God is the subject. Kingdom of God actually means: God reigns. He himself
is present and crucial to human beings in the world. He is the subject, and
wherever this subject is absent, nothing remains of Jesus’ message.

Therefore, Jesus tells us: the Kingdom of God does not come in such
a way that one may, so to speak, line the wayside to watch its arrival.
“The Kingdom of God is in the midst of you!” (cf. Lk 17: 20ff.).

It develops wherever God’s will is done. It is present wherever there
are people who are open to his arrival and so let God entér the world.
Thus, Jesus is the Kingdom of God in person: the man in whom God
is among us and through whom we can touch God, draw close to God.
Wherever this happens, the world is saved.

Two topics made an impression during the days of my Visit to Bavaria.
They were and are linked to the theme of God: “the priesthood” and
“dialogue”. Paul calls Timothy -- and in him, the Bishop and in general
_ the priest -- “man of God” (I Tm 6: 11). This is the central task of the
priest: to bring God to men and women. Of course, he can only do this
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if he himself comes from God, if he lives with and by God. This is
marvelously expressed in a verse of a priestly Psalm that we -- the older
generation -- spoke during our admittance to the clerical state: “The Lord
is my chosen portion and my cup, you hold my lot” (Ps 16(15)5).

The priest praying in this Psalm interprets his life on the basis of the
distribution of territory as established in Deuteronomy (cf. 10: 9). After
taking possession of the Land, every tribe obtained by the drawing of lots
his portion of the Holy Land and with this took part in the gift promised
to the forefather Abraham.

The tribe of Levi alone received no land: its land was God himself.
This affirmation certainly had an entirely practical significance. Priests
did not live like the other tribes by cultivating the earth, but on offerings.
However, the affirmation goes deeper. The true foundation of the priest’s
life, the ground of his existence, the ground of his life, is God himself.

The Church in this Old Testament interpretation of the priestly life --
an interpretation that also emerges repeatedly in Psalm 119(118) -- has
rightly seen in the following of the Apostles, in communion with Jesus
himself, as the explanation of what the priestly mission means. The priest
can and must also say today, with the Levite: “Dominus pars hereditatis
meae et calicis mei”. God himself is my portion of land, the external
and internal foundation of my existence.

This theocentricity of the priestly existence is truly necessary in our
entirely function-oriented world in which everything is based on calculable
and ascertainable performance. The priest must truly know God from
within and thus bring him to men and women: this is the prime service
that contemporary humanity needs. If this centrality of God in a priest’s
life is lost, little by little the zeal in his actions is lost. In an excess of
external things the centre that gives meaning to all things and leads them
back to unity is missing. There, the foundation of life, the “earth” upon
which all this can stand and prosper, is missing.

Celibaby, in force for‘Bishops throughout the Eastern and Western
Church and, according to a tradition that dates back to an epoch close
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to that of the Apostles, for priests in general in the Latin Church,
can only be understood and lived if is based on this basic
structure.

The solely pragmatic reasons, the reference to greater availability,
is not enough: such a greater availability of time could easily become
also a form of egoism that saves a person from the sacrifices and efforts
demanded by the reciprocal acceptance and forbearance in matrimony;
thus, it could lead to a spiritual impoverishment or to hardening of the
heart.

The true foundation of celibacy can be contained in the phrase: Dominus
pars -- You are my land. It can only be theocentric. It cannot mean being
deprived of love, but must mean letting oneself be consumed by passion
for God and subsequently, thanks to a more intimate way of being with
him, to serve men and women, too. Celibacy must be a witness to faith:
faith in God materializes in that form of life which only has meaning if
it is based on God.

Basing one’s life on him, renouncing marriage and the family, means
that I accept and experience God as a reality and that I can therefore
bring him to men and women. Our world, which has become totally
positivistic, in which God appears at best as a hypothesis but not as a
concrete reality, needs to rest on God in the most concrete and radical
way possible.

It needs a witness to God that lies in the decision to welcome God as
a land where one finds one’s own existence. For this reason, celibacy is
so important today, in our contemporary world, even if its fulfillment in
our age is constantly threatened and questioned.

A careful preparation during the journey towards this goal and
persevering guidance on the part of the Bishop, priest friends and lay
people who sustain this priestly witness together, is essential. We need
prayer that invokes God without respite as the Living God and relies on
him in times of confusion as well as in times of joy. Consequently, as
opposed to the cultural trend that seeks to convince us that we are not
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capable of making such decisions, this witness can be lived and in this
way, in our world, can reinstate God as reality.

The other great subject linked to the theme of God is that of dialogue.
The inner circle of the complex dialogue which today requires the common
commitment of all Christians to unity became clear in the Ecumenical
Vespers in the Regensburg Cathedral, where, in addition to the brothers
and sisters of the Catholic Church, I was able to meet many friends of
Orthodoxy and Evangelical Christianity. We were all gathered together
to recite the Psalms and listen to the Word of God, and it is no small
thing that this unity was granted to us.

The meeting with the University was dedicated -- as befitted the place
- -- to the dialogue between faith and reason.

On the occasion of my meeting with the philosopher Jiirgen Habermas
a few years ago in Munich, he said that we would need thinkers who
could translate the encoded convictions of the Christian faith into the
language of the secularized world to make them newly effective.

In fact, the world’s urgent need of the dialogue between faith and
reason is becoming ever more obvious.

Immanual Kant, in his day, saw the essence of illuminism expressed
in the so-called “sapere aude”: in the courage of thought that does not
allow itself to be embarrassed by any prejudice.

Well, since then, the cognitive capacity of the human being, his
dominion over matter by the power of thought, has made progress that
would have been inconceivable at the time.

However, the power the human being holds in his hands, which science
has increased, is increasingly becoming a danger that threatens the human

being himself and the world.

Reason oriented totally to taking the world in hand, no longer accepts
limits. It is already on the point of dealing with the person merely as
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matter of its own production and power.

Our knowledge is growing but at the same time, a progressive blinding
of reason with regard to its own foundations and the criteria that give it
direction and meaning is being recorded.

Faith in that God, who is in person the creative Reason of ‘the
universe, must be accepted by science in a new way as a challenge and
a chance.

Reciprocally, this faith must recognize anew its intrinsic immensity
and its own reasonableness. Reason needs the Logos which was at the
beginning and is our light. Faith, for its part, needs the conversation with
modern reason to take stock of its own greatness and to correspond to its
own responsibilities. And this is what I sought to highlight in my lesson
at Regensburg. It is a matter which is certainly not solely academic: it
addresses the future of us all.

In Regensburg the dialogue between the religions was only marginally
touched on and in a twofold perspective. Secularized reason is unable
to enter into a true dialogue with the religions. It remains closed to the
question of God, and this will end by leading to the clash of cultures.

The other perspective concerned the affirmation that the religions must
encounter one another in the common task of putting themselves at the
service of the truth and thus, of the human being. My Visit to Turkey
afforded me the opportunity to show also publicly my respect for the
Islamic Religion, a respect, moreover, which the Second Vatican Council
(cf. Declaration “Nostra Aetate,” n. 3) pointed out to us as an attitude
that is only right.

I would like here to express once again my gratitude to the Authorities of
Turkey and to the Turkish People, who welcomed me with such immense

hospitality and offered me unforgettable days of encounter.

In a dialogue to be intensified with Islam, we must bear in mind the
fact that the Muslim world today is finding itself faced with an urgent
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task. This task is very similar to the one that has been imposed upon
Christians since the Enlightenment, and to which the Second Vatican
Council, as the fruit of long and difficult research, found real solutions
for the Catholic Church.

It is a question of the attitude that the community of the faithful must
adopt in the face of the convictions and demands that were strengthened
in the Enlightenment.

On the one hand, one must counter a dictatorship of positivist
reason that excludes God from the life of the community and from
public organizations, thereby depriving man of his specific criteria of
judgment.

On the other, one must welcome the true conquests of the
Enlightenment, human rights and especially the freedom of faith and
its practice, and recognize these also as being essential elements for the
authenticity of religion.

As in the Christian community, where there has been a long search
to find the correct position of faith in relation to such beliefs -- a search
that will certainly never be concluded once and for all --, so also the
Islamic world with its own tradition faces the immense task of finding
the appropriate solutions in this regard.

The content of the dialogue between Christians and Muslims will be at
this time especially one of meeting each other in this commitment to find
the right solutions. We Christians feel in solidarity with all those who,
precisely on the basis of their religious conviction as Muslims, work to
oppose violence and for the synergy between faith and reason, between
religion and freedom. In this sense, the two dialogues of which I have
spoken penetrate each other.

In Istanbul, lastly, I was once again able to live happy hours of

ecumenical closeness in my meeting with the Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew 1. Some days ago he wrote me a letter in which the words
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of gratitude welling up from the depths of his heart reminded me very
vividly of the experience of communion of those days. .

We felt we were brothers, not only on the basis of words and historical
events, but from the depths of the soul; that we were united by the common
faith of the Apostles ever in our thoughts and personal feelings.

We experienced a profound unity in faith, and we pray to the Lord yet
more insistently that he will quickly also grant full unity in the common
breaking of the Bread.

My deep gratitude and fraternal prayers are addressed at this time to
Patriarch Bartholomew and his faithful, as well as to the various Christian
communities which I was able to meet in Istanbul. Let us hope and pray
that religious freedom, which corresponds with the intimate nature of faith
and is recognized in the principles of the Turkish Constitution, may find in
suitable juridical forms, as well as in the daily life of the Patriarchate and
the other Christian communities, an increasingly practical fulfillment.

“Et erit iste pax” -- this will be peace, the Prophet Micah says (5: 4)
about the future ruler of Israel, whose birth in Bethlehem he announces.
The Angels said to the shepherds grazing their flocks in the fields around
Bethlehem: “on earth peace among men”, the expected One has arrived
(Lk 2: 14).

He himself, Christ, the Lord, said to his disciples: “Peace I leave with
you; my peace I give to you” (Jn 14: 27). It is from these words that the
liturgical greeting developed: “Peace be with you”.

This peace that is communicated in the liturgy is Christ himself.
He gives himself to us as peace, as reconciliation beyond all frontiers.
Wherever he is welcomed, islands of peace develop. We human beings
would have liked Christ to banish all wars once and for all, to destroy
weapons and establish universal peace. But we have to learn that peace
cannot be attained only from the outside with structures, and that the
attempt to establish it with violence leads only to ever new violence.
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We must learn that peace -- as the Angel of Bethlehem said -- is
connected with eudokia, with the opening of our hearts to God.

We must learn that peace can only exist if hatred and selfishness are
overcome from within. The human being must be renewed from within,
must become new and different. Thus, peace in this world always remains
weak and fragile. We suffer from this. For this very reason we are called
especially to let ourselves be penetrated within by God’s peace and to
take his power into the world. All that was wrought in and through the
Sacrament of Baptism must be fulfilled in our lives: the dying of the
former self, hence, the rebirth of the new. And we will pray to the Lord
insistently over and over again: Please move hearts! Make us new people!
Help the reason of peace to overcome the irrationality of violence! Make
us bearers of your peace!

May the Virgin Mary, to whom I entrust you and your work, obtain
this grace for us. I extend to each one of you present here and to all
your loved ones, my most fervent good wishes, and as a sign of our joy,
tomorrow will be a free day for the Curia to prepare well, physically and
spiritually, for Christmas. I impart my Apostolic Blessing with affection
to the collaborators of the various Dicasteries and Offices of the Roman
Curia and of the Governatorate of Vatican City State. Merry Christmas
and very many good wishes also for the New Year!

Friday, 22 December 2006
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Homily of His Holiness Benedict XVI on Ash Wednesday in
the Basilica of Santa Sabina on the Aventine Hill

~ Dear Brothers and Sisters,

With the penitential procession we have entered into the austere climate
of Lent and, beginning the Eucharistic celebration, we have just prayed
to the Lord to help the Christian people “to begin the journey of true
conversion in order to victoriously face, with the arms of penance, the
battle against the spirit of evil” (cf. Collect).

In a short while, by receiving ashes on our head, we will hear once
again a clear invitation to conversion which can be expressed with a
double formula: “Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel”, or:
“Remember, man, that you are dust and unto dust you will return”.

Precisely due to the richness of the symbols and of the biblical and
liturgical texts, Ash Wednesday is considered the “door” to Lent. In
effect, today’s liturgy and the gestures that mark it, together form, in
anticipation and in a synthetic way, the very physiognomy of the entire
period of Lent.

In her tradition, the Church does not limit herself to offering us liturgical
and spiritual themes for the Lenten journey, but also points out to us
ascetical instruments and practices to benefit from them.

“Return to me with your whole heart, with fasting, and weeping and
mourning”. The First Reading opens with these words of the Prophet
Joel (2: 12). The suffering and calamities that afflicted the land of Judah
in that time impel the sacred author to encourage the Chosen People to
conversion, to return, that is, with filial trust to the Lord, rending their
hearts and not their garments.
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The prophet recalls, in fact, that God “is gracious and merciful, slow
to anger, rich in kindness and relenting in punishment” (2: 13). Joel’s
invitation, addressed to his listeners, also applies to us, dear brothers and
sisters. Let us not hesitate to rediscover the friendship of God lost by sin;
encountering the Lord, we experience the joy of his forgiveness.

And so, almost responding to the words of the Prophet, we have made
our own the invocation of the Responsorial Psalm: “Be merciful, O Lord,
for we have sinned”. Proclaiming Psalm 50, the great penitential Psalm,
we appeal to divine mercy, we ask the Lord that by the power of his
love he give us the joy of being saved.

With this spirit we begin the “acceptable time” of Lent, as St Paul
reminds us in the Second Reading, to allow ourselves to be reconciled
with God in Christ Jesus.

The Apostle introduces himself as an ambassador of Christ and clearly
shows precisely how, in virtue of Christ, the sinner - that is each one of
us - is offered the possibility of authentic reconciliation. “For our sakes
God made him who did not know sin” he said, “to be sin, so that in him
we might become the very holiness of God” (II Cor 5: 21).

Only Christ can transform every situation of sin into newness of grace.
This is why the spiritual exhortation of Paul, addressed to the Christians
of Corinth, has a strong impact: “We implore you in Christ’s name: be
reconciled to God”; and again: “Now is the acceptable time! Now is the
day of salvation!” (5: 20; 6: 2).

While Joel spoke of the future day of the Lord as a day of terrible
judgment, St Paul, referring to the words of the Prophet Isaiah, speaks
of the “acceptable time”, of the “day of salvation”. The future day of
the Lord has become the “today”. The terrible day is transformed by the
Cross and Resurrection of Christ into the day of salvation. And this day is
now, as we have heard in the Gospel verse: “If today you hear the voice
of the Lord, harden not your hearts”. The call to conversion, to penance,
resounds today with all its strength, so that its echo accompanies us in
every moment of life.
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The Ash Wednesday liturgy indicates the fundamental dimension
of Lent in the conversion of the heart to God. This is the evocative
message contained in the traditional Rite of Ashes, which we will renew
shortly.

It is a rite with a double meaning: the first is related to interior change,
to conversion and penance, while the second recalls the precarious human
condition, as it is easy to understand from the two different formulas that
accompany the gesture.

Here in Rome, the penitential procession of Ash Wednesday begins
at the Church of Sant’Anselmo and concludes in this Basilica of Santa
Sabina, where the first station of Lent takes place.

In regard to this it is interesting to remember that the ancient Roman
Liturgy, through the Lenten Stations, elaborated a singular geography
of faith, starting from the idea that, with the arrival of the Apostles
Peter and Paul and with the destruction of the Temple, Jerusalem was
transferred to Rome.

Christian Rome was understood as a reconstruction of the Jerusalem
of the time of Jesus within the walls of the City. ~

This new interior and spiritual geography, inherent in the tradition of
the Lenten Station Churches, is not simply a memory of the past, nor
an empty anticipation of the future; on the contrary, it intends to help
the faithful along the interior journey, the journey of conversion and
reconciliation, in order to reach the glory of the heavenly Jerusalem
where God dwells.

Dear brothers and sisters, we have 40 days to deepen this extraordinary
ascetical and spiritual experience. In the Gospel that has been proclaimed,
Jesus indicates some of the useful instruments to accomplish an authentic
interior and communitarian renewal: the works of charity (almsgiving),
prayer and penance (fasting).

They are the three fundamental practices also dear to the Hebrew
tradition, because they contribute to the purification of man before God
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(cf. Mt 6: 1-6, 16-18). Such exterior gestures, which are done to please
God and not to obtain the approval and consensus of men, are acceptable
to him if they express the determination of the heart to serve him with
simplicity and generosity.

One of the Lenten Prefaces also reminds us of this with regards to
fasting, as we read this singular expression: “ieiunio... mentem elevas:
with fasting the spirit is raised” (Preface IV).

Fasting, to which the Church invites us in this particular season,
certainly is not motivated by the physical or aesthetical order, but stems
from the need that man has for an interior purification that detoxifies
him from the pollution of sin and evil; it educates him to that healthy
renunciation which releases the believer from the slavery to self; that
renders him more attentive and open to listen to God and to be at the
service of the brethren.

For this reason fasting and the other Lenten practices are considered
the traditional Christian spiritual “arms” used to fight evil, unhealthy
passions and vice. Concerning this, I would like to listen, together with
you, to a brief comment of St John Chrysostom.

“As at the end of winter”, he writes, “the summer season returns and
the navigator launches his boat into the sea, the soldier polishes his
arms and trains the horse for battle, the farmer sharpens the scythe, the
wayfarer strengthened, continues his journey, and the athlete sets aside
his vestments and prepares for the race; so we too, at the start of this
fast, like returning to a spiritual springtime, we polish the arms like the
soldiers, we sharpen the scythe like the farmers, and as mariners we
launch the boat of our spirit to confront the waves of senseless passions,
like the wayfarer we continue the journey to heaven, and as the athlete
we prepare ourselves for the fight by totally setting aside everything”
(cf. Homily to the People of Antioch, n. 3).

In the Message for Lent I extended the invitation to live these 40 days

of special grace as a “Eucharistic” time. Drawing from the inexhaustible
font of love that the Eucharist is, in which Christ renews the redemptive
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sacrifice of the Cross, each Christian can persevere on the journey that
we solemnly begin today.

The works of charity (almsgiving), prayer, fasting, together with every
sincere effort of conversion, find their most lofty significance and value
in the Eucharist, centre and culmination of the life of the Church and
the history of salvation,

“May this Sacrament that we have received, O Father”, we will pray
at the end of Holy Mass, “sustain us on our Lenten way, make holy
our fasting and render it efficacious to heal our spirit”. We ask Mary
to accompany us so that, at the end of Lent, we may contemplate the
Risen Lord, interiorly renewed and reconciled with God and our brethren.
Amen!

21 February 2007
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Address of His Holiness Benedict XVI to the Participants in
the General Assembly of the Pontificial Academy for Life

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It is a true joy for me to receive the Members of the Pontifical
Academy for Life in this Audience, held on the occasion of the 13th
General Assembly, and those who are participating at this Congress on
the theme: “The Christian conscience in support of the right to life”.

I greet Cardinal Javier Lozano Barragén, the Archbishops and Bishops
present, brother priests, the Congress speakers and all of you, gathered
from various countries. I greet in particular, Archbishop Elio Sgreccia,
President of the Pontifical Academy for Life, whom I thank for the kind
words addressed to me and for the work he does together with the Vice-
President, the Chancellor and the Board of Directors who carry out the
delicate and vast tasks of the Pontifical Academy.

The theme to which you have called the participants’ attention, and
therefore also that of the Ecclesial Community and of public opinion, is
very significant: the Christian conscience, in fact, has an internal need to
nourish and strengthen itself with the multiple and profound motivations
that work in favour of the right to life.

It is a right that must be sustained by all, because it is the first
fundamental right of all human rights. The Encyclical Evangelium Vitae
strongly affirms this: “Even in the midst of difficulties and uncertainties,
every person sincerely open to truth and goodness can, by the light of
reason and the hidden action of grace, come to recognize in the natural
law written in the heart (cf. Rom 2: 14-15) the sacred value of human
life from its very beginning until its end, and can affirm the right of
every human being to have this primary good respected to the highest
degree. Upon the recognition of this right, every human community and
the political community itself are founded” (n. 2).
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The same Encyclical recalls that “believers in Christ must defend and
promote this right, aware as they are of the wonderful truth recalled by the
Second Vatican Council: “By his Incarnation the Son of God has united
himself in some fashion with every human being’ (Gaudium et Spes, n.
22). This saving event reveals to humanity not only the boundless love
of God who “so loved the world that he gave his only Son’ (Jn 3: 16),
but also the incomparable value of every human person” (ibid.).

Therefore, the Christian is continually called to be ever alert in order
to face the multiple attacks to which the right to life is exposed. In this
he knows that he can count on motives that are deeply rooted in the
natural law and that can therefore be shared by every person of upright
conscience.

In this perspective, above all after the publication of the Encyclical
Evangelium Vitae, much has been done to make the subject matter of these
motivations better known in the Christian community and in civil society,
but it must be admitted that the attacks on the right to life throughout the
world have broadened and multiplied, also assuming new forms.

The pressures to legalize abortion are increasing in Latin American
countries and in developing countries, also with recourse to the
liberalization of new forms of chemical abortion under the pretext of
safeguarding reproductive health: policies for demographic control are
on the rise, notwithstanding that they are already recognized as dangerous
also on the economic and social plane.

At the same time, the interest in more refined biotechnological research
is growing in the more developed countries in order to establish subtle
and extensive eugenic methods, even to obsessive research for the “perfect
child”, with the spread of artificial procreation and various forms of
diagnosis tending to ensure good selection.

A new wave of discriminatory eugenics finds consensus in the name
of the presumed well-being of the individual, and laws are promoted
especially in the economically progressive world for the legalization of
euthanasia.
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All of this comes about while, on another front, efforts are multiplying
to legalize cohabitation as an alternative to matrimony and closed to
natural procreation.

In these situations the conscience, sometimes overwhelmed by the
powerful collective media, is insufficiently vigilant concerning the gravity
of the problems at play, and the power of the strongest weakens and
seems to paralyze even people of good will.

For this reason it is necessary to appeal to the conscience, and in
particular, to the Christian conscience. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church tells us, “Conscience is a judgment of reason whereby the human
person recognizes the moral quality of a concrete act that he is going to
perform, is in the process of performing or has already completed. In all
he says and does, man is obliged to follow faithfully what he knows to
be just and right” (n.1778).

From this definition it emerges that the moral conscience, to be able
to judge human conduct rightly, above all must be based on the solid
foundation of truth, that is, it must be enlightened to know the true value
of actions and the solid criteria for evaluation. Therefore, it must be
able to distinguish good from evil, even where the social environment,
pluralistic culture and superimposed interests do not help it do so.

The formation of a true conscience, because it is founded on the
truth, and upright, because it is determined to follow its dictates without
contradictions, without betrayal and without compromises, is a difficult
and delicate undertaking today, but indispensable.

Unfortunately, many factors hinder this undertaking. In the first place,
in the current phase of secularization, called post-modern and marked
by “disputable forms of tolerance, not only is the rejection of Christian
tradition growing, but distrust for the capacity of reason to perceive the
truth also distances us from the taste for reflection.

According to some, for individual conscience to be unbiased it must free
itself both from references to tradition and those based on human reason.
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Hence, the conscience, which as an act of reason aims at the truth
of things, ceases to be light and becomes a simple screen upon which
the society of the media projects the most contradictory images and
impulses.

One must be re-educated to the desire to know authentic truth, to defend
one’s own freedom of choice in regard to mass behaviour and the lures of
propaganda, to nourish passion for moral beauty and a clear conscience.
This is the delicate duty of parents and educators who assist them; and
it is the duty of the Christian community with regard to its faithful.

Concerning the Christian conscience, its growth and nourishment, one
cannot be content with fleeting contact with the principal truths of faith
in infancy, but a programme of accompaniment is necessary along the
various stages of life, opening the mind and the heart to welcome the
fundamental duties upon which the existence of the individual and the
community rest.

Only in this way will it be possible to prepare youth to comprehend the
values of life, love, marriage and the family. Only in this way can they
be brought to appreciate the beauty and the sanctity of the love, joy and
responsibility of being parents and collaborators of God in giving life.

In the absence of a continuous and qualified formation, the capacity
for judgment of the problems posed by biomedicine in the areas of
sexuality, new-born life, procreation, and also in the way to treat and
care for patients and the weaker sectors of society, becomes even more
problematic.

It is certainly necessary to speak about the moral criteria that regard
these themes with professionals, doctors and lawyers, to engage them
to elaborate a competent judgment of conscience, and if need be, also
a courageous objection of conscience, but an equal need rises from the
basic level for families and parish communities in the process of the
formation of youth and adults.

Under this aspect, next to Christian formation, whose aim is the
knowledge of the Person of Christ, of his Word and Sacraments in the
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itinerary of faith of children and adolescents, one must consistently fuse
the discourse on moral values that regard the body, sexuality, human
love, procreation, respect for life at every moment, at the same time
with valid and precise motives, reporting behaviour contrary to these
primary values.

In this specific field the work of priests must be opportunely flanked by
the commitment of lay educators, also specialists, dedicated to the duty to
guide the ecclesial reality with their knowledge enlightened by faith.

Therefore, I ask the Lord to send among you, dear brothers and
sisters, and among those dedicated to science, medicine, law and politics,
witnesses endowed with true and upright consciences in order to defend
and promote the “splendour of the truth” and to sustain the gift and
mystery of life.

I trust in your help dearest professionals, philosophers, theologians,
scientists and doctors. In a society at times chaotic and violent, with your
cultural qualifications, by teaching and by example, you can contribute to
awakening in many hearts the eloquent and clear voice of conscience.

The Second Vatican Council teaches us that “man has in his heart a
law inscribed by God. His dignity lies in observing this law, and by it
he will be judged” (Gaudium et Spes, n. 16). The Council has offered
wise directives so that “the faithful should learn to distinguish carefully
between the rights and the duties which they have as belonging to the
Church and those which fall to them as members of the human society”,
and “they will strive to unite the two harmoniously, remembering that in
every temporal affair they are to be guided by a Christian conscience,
since not even in temporal business may any human activity be withdrawn
from God’s dominion” (Lumen Gentium, n. 36).

For this very reason the Council exhorts lay believers to welcome “what
is decided by the Pastors as teachers and rulers of the Church”, and then
recommends that “Pastors... should recognize and promote the dignity
and responsibility of the laity in the Church. They should willingly use
their prudent advice” and concludes that “[m]any benefits for the Church
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are to be expected from this familiar relationship between the laity and
the Pastors” (cf. Lumen Gentium, n. 37).

When the value of human life is at stake, this harmony between
the magisterial function and the committed laity becomes singularly
important: life is the first good received from God and is fundamental to
all others; to guarantee the right to life for all and in an equal manner for
all is the duty upon which the future of humanity depends. The importance
of your study meeting emerges also from this perspective.

I entrust the work and the results to the intercession of the Virgin Mary,
whom the Christian tradition hails as the true “Mother of all the living”.
May she assist and guide you! To seal this wish I willingly impart to all
of you, to your families and collaborators, the Apostolic Blessing.

Clementine Hall
Saturday, 24 February 2007
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DOKUMENTI MILL-KURJA

IL-JUM DINJI TAL-PACI 2007
Messagg ta' Mons. Arcisqof Guzeppi Mercieca

Il-qalb tal-paéi huwa l-bniedem

11-Q.T. il-Papa Benedittu XVI, ghall-Jum Dinji tal-Paci tas-sena
l-gdida 2007 qed iwassal ix-xewqat tieghu ta’ paci lil kulhadd: lill-
gvernijiet, mexxejja ta’ nazzjonijiet u rgiel u nisa ta’ rieda tajba. Huwa
jitlob 1i jkollhom pa¢i dawk kollha li ged ibatu, li huma mhedda mill-
vjolenza, u dawk li ghandhom id-dinjita taghhom imkasbra. Juri wkoll
it-thassib tieghu dwar it-tfal i I-futur taghhom huwa kompromess mill-
esplojtazzjoni u l-qerq ta’ min hu bla ebda skruplu. F’dan il-Messagg
tieghu ta’ paci, il-Q.T. il-Papa jipproponilna nharsu lejn il-Persuna Umana,
li hija 1-Qalb tal-Paci. Huwa r-rispett ghall-persuna li jgib il-paci.

L-Iskrittura tghallimna li huwa Alla 1i halaq I-bniedem, ragel u mara.
Huwa halaghom xbiha tieghu. Kull individwu uman ghandu d-dinjita
ta’ persuna; ir-ragel kif ukoll il-mara mhumiex oggett, izda persuna u
ghalhekk hadd ma jista’ jiddisponi mill-persuna kif irid. Fost hwejjeg
ohrajn, il-persuna ghandha l-kapacita 1i tidhol f’komunjoni ma’ ohrajn
u tahdem ghall-progress tad-dinja fil-gustizzja u I-pa¢i. Ghandha wkoll
il-kapacita li, permezz tal-grazzja, tidhol f’relazzjoni ma’ Alla li halagha
u twiegbu li hija temmen fiH u thobbu.

II-Q.T. il-Papa jghidilna li I-paci hija don, rigal ta’ Alla. Fl-istess hin,
hija wkoll hidma tal-bniedem: huwa dover, dmir tal-bniedem li jahdem
ghall-paci. Santu Wistin jghallimna li, “Alla halaqna minghajr 1-ghajnuna
taghna, izda ma ghazilx li jsalvana minghajr il-koperazzjoni taghna.”

Id-dritt ghall-hajja

Il-Knisja tiddefendi d-drittijiet fundamentali ta’ kull persuna. B’mod
partikolari, jghid il-Papa, il-Knisja tmexxi 'l quddiem u tiddefendi r-rispett
ghall-hajja u l-liberta’ religjuza ta’ kulhadd.
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Benedittu XVI isostni li r-rispett lejn id-dritt tal-hajja f’kull stadju
taghha jistabbilixxi fis-sod prin¢ipju ta’ importanza deciziva: il-hajja hija
don li min jir¢evih ma jistax jaghmel bih kull ma jrid.

Fejn jidhol id-dritt ghall-hajja rridu nikkundannaw kull vjolazzjoni
tieghu fis-soc¢jetd: hdejn il-vittmi tal-konflitti armati, terrorizmu u l-forom
differenti tal-vjolenza, hemm l-imwiet siekta kagunati mill-guh, l-abort,
l-esperimentazzjoni fuq embrijuni umani u l-ewtanasja.

Kif nistghu nongsu milli f’"dan naraw attakk fuq il-paci, jistagsi 1-
Papa.

Benedittu XVI ifakkar li l-abort u l-esperimentazzjoni fuq I-
embrijuni jfissru cahda diretta ta’ l-attitudni li taccetta lill-ohrajn, li
hija indispensabbli biex il-bniedem ikun jista’ jistabbilixxi relazzjonijiet
dejjiema ta’ paci.

F’kontest lokali, kif ahna 1-Isqfijiet Maltin kellna l-okkazjoni nghidu
fis-7 ta’ Lulju li ghadda, il-Knisja tapprezza 1-isforzi li ged isiru biex
ikun hemm ligi 1i tirregola l-kamp tal-bioetika f’Malta; ligi li hija
mehtiega li tghaddi. Meta wiehed iqis il-mod kif Zviluppat it-teknologija
tal-prokreazzjoni assistita, wiehed ihoss li sar importanti hafna 1i, ukoll
f’pajjizna, din it-teknologija tigi regolata b’ligi 1i thares id-drittijiet
tan-neo-koncepiti, 1i ma thalli ebda spazju ghal azzjonijiet li jmorru
kontra d-dinjita tal-bniedem u kontra 1-funzjoni u l-jeddijiet li Alla ta
lill-familja.

Fl-istess hin, peress 1i fid-diskussjoni dwar meta tibda, ezattament,
il-hajja tal-bniedem, ghad hemm min ged iganqal dubju jekk il-hajja
umana tibdiex mal-penetrazzjoni ta’ l-ispermatozoo fl-ovum, jew iktar
tard mal-fuzjoni taghhom, hemm bzonn niftakru li li 1-pozizzjoni ufficjali
tal-Knisja Kattolika hija ¢ara dwar din il-haga: Il-mument li jaghti bidu
ghall-ezistenza ta’ bniedem gdid huwa meta l-ispermatozoo tippenetra
I-bajda.

Tajjeb 1i nfakkru wkoll 1i dan it-taghlim tal-Knisja gie konfermat
ufficjalment fid-Dikjarazzjoni Finali tat-Tnax-il Assemblea Generali ta’
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I-Akkademja Pontificja ghall-Hajja, 1i harget fit-23 ta’ Marzu 2006. Din
1-Akkademja Pontificja hija maghmula minn akkademici esperti f’din

differenti.
Elementi ohrajn

Fil-messagg tieghu, il-Papa jsemmi wkoll li element fundamentali
ghall-bini tal-pa¢i huwa I-gharfien ta’ l-ugwaljanza essenzjali tal-bnedmin,
li tohrog mid-dinjitd naturali komuni taghhom. Jishaq ukoll kontra I-
esplojtazzjoni tan-nisa li jigu trattati bhala oggetti, u kontra n-nuqqas ta’
rispett lejn id-dinjita tal-mara.

Hemm, imbaghad, dik li 1-Papa jsejjah bhala “l-ekologija tal-paci”.
Jekk l-umanitd verament tixtieq il-paci, jghid il-Papa, hija trid taghraf
dejjem izjed ir-rabta li hemm bejn 1-ekologija naturali, jew ir-rispett ghan-
natura, u l-ekologija umana. L-esperjenza turi li n-nuqqas ta’ harsien
ta’ l-ambjent jaghmel dejjem hsara lill-konvivenza umana, u wkoll bil-
magqlub. Qed isir dejjem izjed evidenti li hemm rabta inseparabbli bejn
il-pa¢i mal-holgien u I-paci fost il-bnedmin.

Benedittu XVI isostni 1i tezisti htiega urgenti, ukoll fil-kwadru tad-
diffikultajiet u t-tensjonijiet internazzjonali ta’ zmienna, li jkun hemm
impenn ghal ekologija umana li tiffavorixxi t-tkabbir “tas-sigra tal-
paci”.

Biex dan ikun jista’ jsehh, irridu nigu gwidati minn vizjoni tal-persuna
li tkun hielsa minn kull tebgha ta’ pregudizzju ideologiku jew kulturali,
jew ta’ interessi politi¢i u ekonomici li jistghu jnisslu 1-mibeghda u I-
vjolenza.

[1-Papa jsemmi wkoll i, fi Zzmienna, il-paci hija mhedda mhux biss mill-
konflitt bejn Certi vizjonijiet dwar il-bniedem, fi kliem iehor bejn ideologiji.
I1-paci hija wkoll mhedda mill-indifferenza dwar x’jikkostitwixxi n-natura
vera tal-bniedem.
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Id-drittijiet tal-bniedem

Biex id-dinja jkollha paci vera u stabbli, irid ikun hemm rispett haj
ghad-drittijiet tal-bniedem. Madankollu, jekk l-gheruq ta’ dawn id-
drittijiet ikunu f’gharfien dghajjef tal-persuna tal-bniedem, huma stess
jispiccaw dghajfin.

1I-Papa, fil-messagg tieghu, jishaq li huwa biss jekk id-drittijiet tal-
bniedem ikunu mibnija fuq il-htigiet objettivi tan-natura li 1-Hallieq ta
lill-bniedem, li l-istess drittijiet ikunu jistghu jsehhu minghajr bizgha
ta’ kontradizzjoni.

Huwa veru li l-impenn biex jigu mharsa d-drittijiet tal-bniedem
insibubh imnizzel bhala “moral commitment” f’bosta dikjarazzjonijiet
internazzjonali. Jinghad ukoll 1i dan l-impenn irid jigi rispettat minn
kulhadd. Madankollu, I-impenn awtentiku favur id-drittijiet tal-bniedem
mhux garantit bizzejjed minn dawn id-dikjarazzjonijiet, mid-decizjonijiet
ta’ l-assembleji li japprovawhom. Jehtieg li l-impenn ikun bazat, mibni
fuq il-vera natura tal-bniedem u d-dinjita inaljenabbli tieghu kif mahlug
minn Alla. Dan hu l-pedament, il-fundament tad-drittijiet tal-bniedem.
Dan hu li jghin biex jigi evitat ir-riskju li sfortunatament dejjem hemm
1i jmilu ghal interpretazzjoni biss pozittivistika.

Benedittu X VI juri n-niket tieghu li 1-gharfien li jezistu drittijiet umani
inaljenabbli li ghandhom rabta man-natura umana komuni taghna li jridu
jigu rispettati minn kull Stat, ukoll f’kaz ta’ gwerra, mhux dejjem ged
ikollhom ir-rispett li jixirgilhom. Hekk gara, per ezempju, fil-konflitt
ta’ ftit xhur ilu fil-Lebanon.

Hemm ukoll il-pjaga tat-terrorizmu.
Kull gwerra turi falliment min-naha tal-komunitd internazzjonali u
tkun telfa gravi ghall-umanitd. Meta, minkejja kull sforz li jsir, tfagqa’

gwerra, almenu ghandhom jitharsu 1-principji essenzjali ta’ l-umanita u
l-valuri bazici kollha tal-koezistenza c¢ivili. Ghandu jkun hemm ukoll
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kodici ta’ mgiba li jrazznu kemm jista’ jkun l-qerda u jghinu biex itaffu
t-tbatija ta’ nies ¢ivili u I-vittmi kollha tal-konflitt.

Rigward l-armi nukleari, il-Q.T. il-Papa jsejjah ghal kull sforz possibbli
biex flimkien ma’ l-akkordi internazzjonali mahsubin biex irazznu t-tixrid
ta’ dawn l-ghodda terribbli tal-gerda, ikun hemm ukoll impenn determinat
biex dawn l-armi jitnaqgsu u jigu Zarmati. Fin-nofs hemm il-gejjieni
tar-razza umana kollha kemm hi.

Appell lill-Poplu ta’ Alla

Benedittu XVI jaghmel ukoll appell lill-poplu kollu ta’ Alla, biex kull
Nisrani jahdem bla heda favur il-bini tal-pa¢i u ghad-difiza shiha tad-
dinjita tal-persuna umana u d-drittijiet inaljenabbli taghha.

Ninghaqdu mal-Papa fit-talba tieghu lil Alla, bl-intercessjoni ta’ Marija
Omm Gesil, ir-Regina tal-Paéi, biex jghin lill-bnedmin jikseb il-paéi. Jalla
nibdew is-sena 1-gdida 2007 b’gharfien dejjem izjed konkret li f’'wicc
Kristu hemm il-wic¢ ta’ kull bniedem, il-qalb tal-paci.

Celebrazzjoni Jum Dinji tal-Paéi

KonKattidral ta’ San Gwann
31 ta’ Di¢embru 2006.
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Omelija ta' Mons. Guzeppi Mercieca f'Quddiesa ta' Radd
il-Hajr fi-Okkazjoni ta' Gheluq is-Servizz Tieghu bhala
Arcisqof ta' Malta

Inhejju t-triq ghall-Mulej

Il-lum ingbarna f*din id-Dar ta’ Alla biex inroddulu hajr ghall-ghajnuna
kollha li, fl-imhabba u 1-hniena bla tarf tieghu, il-Mulej ghogbu jaghtini
fit-tletin sena li jiena ilni r-Raghaj Spiritwali tal-poplu ta’ Alla f’Malta.

Jiena ghandi hafna ghaliex inrodd hajr lill-Missier Alla. Il-Mulej
kien generuz hafna mieghi. L-ghajnuna tieghu nhossha kull hin u kull
mument. Sibtha, b’mod partikolari, f’dawk kollha li kienu jew ghadhom
parti mill-mixja ta’ hajti.

Fuq quddiemnett, hemm il-genituri u I-familja tieghi. Hemm ukoll,
imbaghad, dawk kollha li ghenuni nimxi ’l quddiem fi-edukazzjoni tieghi.
fil-berah jew fis-skiet u l-kwiet, hadmu b’tant imhabba u dedikazzjoni
id f’id mieghi fil-qadi tad-dmirijiet li gew fdati f’idejja. Hemm il-poplu
ghaziz taghna li tant wera sens ta’ mhabba, ghaqda u fedelta lejja bhala
Raghaj Spiritwali.

F’dawn it-tletin sena li ghaddew stajt nara mill-qrib kemm is-servizz
generuz u dedikat tas-sacerdoti u religjuzi taghna, bosta drabi bl-
inkuraggiment u l-appogg ta’ numru kbir ta’ operaturi pastorali lajci,
huwa tezor imprezzabbli mhux biss ghall-Knisja f"Malta imma wkoll
impenn pastorali taghhom, minghajr hafna daqq ta’ trombi, Alla biss jaf
kemm hu kbir. Mhux ta’ xejn li l-poplu taghna lis-sacerdot u lir-religjuz
ghadu jhobbu, jghozzu, japprezzah u jinkuraggih

Verament ghandi ghax inrodd hajr lil Alla u lil kulhadd 1i, matul 1-
episkopat tieghi, stajt nara jsehh tant gid ghall-poplu, mal-poplu u fost
il-poplu.
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Mahfra ghan-nuqqasijiet
Min-naha tieghi, flimkien mar-radd il-hajr, nixtieq nitlob ukoll mahfra
lil Alla u lilkom ilkoll ghal kull nugqas tieghi.

Ahna lkoll bnedmin. Ilkoll ghandna d-dghufija u l-fragilita’ umana
taghna. Ilkoll nistghu nizbaljaw. Ilkoll nistghu nongsu lil xulxin fil-ftit
jew fil-hafna. Ilkoll nistghu nkunu ta’ ezempju hazin ghal haddiehor.

Jiena rrid nitlob mahfra ghal dak kollu 1i ghidt jew ghamilt u ma kienx
f’waqtu jew kien zbaljat; ghal dak kollu li m’ghamiltx ghalkemm messni
ghamilt; ghal kull imgiba tieghi li setghet gabet xi wgiegh lil dak jkun,
kien x’kien il-kaz.

Il-qofol tal-konverzjoni taghna jinsab ezattament f’li nkunu kapaci
nitolbu mahfra u nahfru.

Irridu nhobbu lil xulxin bhala wlied Missier wiehed u ahwa fi
Kristu.

It-triq ta’ l-ghaqda

Meta, fil-bidu tal-ministeru tieghi ta’ Isqof, jiena gejt biex naghzel il-
motto tieghi, hassejt il-bzonn li dan ikun “Ilkoll Ahwa fi Kristu”.

Sa mill-ewwel passi tieghi bhala Raghaj Spiritwali ridt nahdem u
nistinka biex jinhattu l-hitan tal-firda u flokhom tidhol 1-ghaqda; ridt Ii,
ikun xi jkun il-piz li jkun jinhtiegli ngorr personalment fuq spallejja,
kliemi u mgibti jkunu dejjem messagg li ahna tassew ilkoll ahwa fi
Kristu; ridt li nuri li dan ifisser ukoll, fost hwejjeg ohrajn, li fil-Knisja
hemm spazju ghal kull min irid iwiegeb ghall-istedina tal-Mulej biex
ikun fiha u parti minnha.

Ridt li s-sies tal-impenn tieghi fil-hidma ghall-ghaqda fost il-poplu
taghna jkun proprju dan: 1i ahna min ahna, ghaddejna minn xiex ghaddejna
u garrabna x’garrabna f’hajjitna, Alla jibga’ b’dirghajh miftuhin berah
biex ihaddanna mieghu mill-gdid.
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Matul il-ministeru episkopali tieghi, gara x’gara, jiena bqajt dejjem
nitlob lil Alla jkompli jghinni biex nibga’ nhobb, nibqa’ nkun lehen li
jtambar fuq l-oghla gid komuni, nibga’ inkun strument li jgib u jsahhah
lI-ghaqda fil-poplu taghna, ikun xi jkun is-sagrific¢ju personali li dan
ikun ifisser ghalija.

Inhoss li 1-Mulej ghenni hafna u hafna f’dan l-impenn; ta’ dan ma
nieqaf qatt nirringrazzjah.

Iz-zwieg u l-familja

Mhux il-hsieb tieghi li nitkellem fuq il-grajjiet ta’ dawn l-ahhar tletin
sena. Biss inhoss li ma nistax ma niffokax ftit fuq il-valuri kbar taz-
zwieg u tal-familja.

Iktar ma beda jghaddi z-zmien fis-servizz tieghi bhala Ar¢isqof, iktar
bdejt ninduna li ghall-familja f’pajjizna kienu ged jogorbu zminijiet ta’
provi akbar, ghal bosta ragunijiet.

Dan heggigni u ghenni naghti importanza shiha lill-familja. Xtaqt
nara lill-mizzewgin, lill-familja u lil kulhadd jifhem u jaghraf il-gid kbir
li I-familji jiksbu ghalihom infushom u ghas-soc¢jeta’ kollha meta jkunu
tassew esperjenzi ta’ ghaqda u mhabba.

Jiena nbati ma’ kull persuna li ssofri xi forma ta’ vjolenza fiz-zwieg;
ma’ kull persuna 1i tigi abbandunata jew li tispi¢ca f’separazzjoni; ma’
kull omm jew missier li jridu jrabbu lill-ulied wahedhom u, minkejja
kollox, ma jghejjewx ihabirku biex jaghtu lil uliedhom formazzjoni soda;
mal-koppji li biex ikunu jistghu jghajjxu lill-familja jkollhom bilfors
johorgu jahdmu t-tnejn.

Inbati hafna u hafna wkoll ma’ dawk it-tfal kollha li, minkejja d-dritt
taghhom ghal trobbija minn missierhom u ommhom flimkien, jinsabu
mcahhdin minn dan meta forsi jistghu ma jkunux. Inbati hafna nara tfal
zghar imweggghin u mifxulin, ma jistghux jifhmu ghaliex missierhom u
ommhom ma baqghux flimkien.
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L-gheruq ta’ dak kollu li jiena shaqt kull meta tkellimt fuq il-familja
kien proprju ghaliex inhoss li jekk mhux se naghmlu minn kollox, Stat,
Knisja u kulhadd, biex inharsu lill-familji taghna minn dak kollu li
jwassalhom ghat-tifrik u jikkaguna tant tbatija mhux biss fil-genituri imma
wkoll fl-ulied, il-gwaj 1i hemm jistenna lill-familja Maltija u lis-socjeta
taghna nibza’ hafna 1 jista’ jkun kbir.

Gheziez genituri, nitlobkom, nappellalkom, inheggigkom: kunu lesti li
taghmlu kull sagrific¢ju biex l-imhabba taghkom lejn xulxin, maghguna
mat-trobbija flimkien ta’ wliedkom, tkun imhabba dejjiema. Qeghdu lil
uliedkom fl-oghla post f’hajjitkom. Uliedkom huma aqwa minn kull gid
materjali, kull suc¢ess professjonali jew ta’ karriera 1i jista’ jkollkom.
M’hemm hadd u xejn aqwa minn uliedkom.

Inheggeg ukoll lill-politi¢i koliha taghna biex ma jehdew qatt jistinkaw
halli I-Istat jghin b’kull mezz possibbli lill-familja, ukoll sa fejn jista’
finanzjarjament, biex il-familja tkun dak li hi; biex l-omm u l-missier
ikunu jistghu tassew jaghtu lil uliedhom, spec¢jalment meta jkunu ghadhom
zghar, it-trobbija mehtiega skond is-sejha naturali taghhom ta’ omm u
missier.

Ghaqda ma’ l-Aréisqof il-gdid

Fi ftit jiem ohra, id-dmirijiet tieghi ta’ Arcisqof ta’ Malta se jghaddu
f’idejn Mons. Ar¢isqof Pawl Cremona O.P., ir-rigal kbir u sabih li 1-
Mulej u 1-Papa taw lill-Knisja f’Malta fiz-zminijiet ta’ provi godda li
qeghdin u ghad irridu nghaddu minnhom bhala komunita li temmen, u
bhala socjeta.

Dan huwa mument gdid u sabih ghall-Knisja f"Malta u ghall-poplu

issa nistqarru 1-fedelta u l-lealta taghna lejn ir-Raghaj Spiritwali li Alla
u 1-Knisja ghazlu biex imexxina fiz-zmien li ge;j.

Ejjew nahdmu lkoll, b’imhabba u b’zelu, id f’id mieghu fl-impenn
mehtieg biex, kif jistedinna l-motto tieghu, inhejju t-triq ghall-Mulej.
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Mons. Arcisqof Cremona qed juri ghaqal spiritwali profond fl-ghazla
ta’ dan il-motto. Nafu lkoll li, “Jekk il-Mulej ma jibnix id-dar, ghalxejn
jithabtu l-bennejja, jekk il-Mulej ma jharisx il-belt ghalxejn jishar il-
ghassies.” (Salm 126).

Ghaziz Raghaj Spiritwali gdid taghna, jiena nweghdek l-imhabba,
l-ghaqda, il-lealta’ u l-fedelta’ tieghi. Inweghdek ukoll it-talb tieghi,
bl-intercessjoni ta’ Marija, biex Binha Gesi, is-Saéerdot il-Kbir, jghinek
tmexxina dejjem fit-triq ta’ 1-imhabba ta’ Alla u ta’ xulxin.

Nitlob lill-Mulej izomm idejh fugek, fuq il-poplu ghaziz taghna u fuq
art twelidna.

KonKattidral ta’ San Gwann
18 ta’ Jannar 2007
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Messagg ta' Mons. Arcisqof Guzeppi Mercieca
fLaggha mal-Mizzewgin Godda tas-Sena 2006

L-oghla gid tal-familja

Il-laggha taghna tal-lum hija biex niringrazzjaw lil Alla ghall-ghajnuna
li takom, lilkom, mizzewgin godda tas-sena li ghadha kemm intemmet,
biex stajtu tinghaqdu fiz-zwieg skond ir-rieda ta’ Alla u hekk tifformaw
familja gdida.

Iltgajna wkoll biex inroddu hajr lill-Mulej ghal dak kollu 1i, fl-imhabba
bla tarf tieghu ghall-bniedem, ghamel matul iz-Zmien u qed ikompli
jaghmel mal-mizzewgin u l-familji gheziez taghna, biex minkejja tant
sfidi li jridu jhabbtu wicchom maghhom ikunu jistghu jibqghu jikbru u
jissahhu fl-imhabba u fl-ghagda.

Hija wkoll okkazjoni biex filwaqt li nsellem lill-mizzewgin u lill-familji
kollha taghna, nassigurahom li huma dejjem kienu u jibqghu hafna ghal
galbi. Nixtigilhom, b’imhabba kbira, kull gid tal-Mule;j.

Tezor kbir ta’ familji tajbin

Hames snin ilu, fl-okkazjoni tal-25 sena minn meta jiena gejt imsejjah
mill-Papa biex naghti servizz bhala Aréisqof ta’ Malta, jiena ktibt Ittra
lill-Familji Maltin, bil-hsieb li nkompli nheggighom jikbru dejjem izjed
fil-qdusija. Dakinhar semmejt 1i hemm qabza kbira bejn kif konna
nghixu fl-imghoddi, meta jiena bdejt 1-Episkopat tieghi f’Malta, u kif
qed nghixu fi zmienna.

Harsa lejn il-familja Maltija turina li, minkejja d-diffikultajiet,
pajjizna ghad ghandu tezor kbir ta’ familji tajbin u tassew maghqudin.
Il-fatt innifsu li l-kotra l-kbira tal-mizzewgin godda taghna ghadhom
ifittxu z-zZwieg sagrament, juri li l-gheruq tal-familja Maltija ghadhom
essenzjalment gheruq insara. Barra minn hekk, il-genituri zghazagh taghna
ghadhom ifittxu u jhabirku li jtellghu lil uliedhom skond it-taghlim ta’
Kristu u 1-Knisja tieghu. Izda nafu lkoll li 1-ghadu 1-kbir tal-bniedem,
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ix-xitan, ma jahmilx jara t-tajjeb; dejjem ihabrek biex jizra’ d-deni u
jaghmel il-hsara.

Fil-fatt, ikolli nistqarr, b’dieqa, i ¢erti mentalitajiet u attitudnijiet li
dahlu fostna mhumiex jghinu biex il-familja Maltija tibqa’ dejjem familja
ta’ mhabba u hajja skond ir-rieda ta’ Alla. Hdejn il-mudell tal-familja
Maltija kif nafuha ahna, nibtu u bdew jizdiedu mudelli ohra li mhumiex
skond il-pjan ta’ Alla ghall-bniedem u li, ghalhekk, ma jistghux ikollhom
il-barka tal-Knisja Kattolika.

Sfortunatament, ukoll f’pajjizna, ma tonqosx il-propaganda qarrieqa
1i turi t-tahlit barra z-zwieg, il-koabitazzjoni, I-infedelta’, l-adulterju u
d-divorzju bhala hwejjeg inevitabbli fic-cirkustanzi tal-hajja moderna.
Dan minkejja 1i nafu lkoll li mgibiet bhal dawn huma l-maqlub ta’ dak li
Alla, fl-imhabba kbira tieghu ghall-bniedem, fassal u ried ghall-umanita’
u l-oghla gid tal-bniedem.

Ir-rieda ta’ Alla

Il-Mulej ghandu hafna ghal qalbu z-zwieg u 1-familja. Konferma kbira
ta’ dan insibuha fil-fatt li, meta Alla 1-Missier ried li Ibnu 1-Wahdieni
tieghu jidhol fil-grajja u l-istorja tal-bniedem biex jifdih mill-jasar tad-
dnub, ried 1i jaghmel dan permezz ta’ familja. Dan jurina li huwa dan
il-mudell li Alla jrid ghall-familji, mhux xi mudell jew mudelli ohrajn
prodott ta’ hajja laxka li twarrab kull ma jitlob impenn dejjiemi msahhah
mis-sagrificCju mehtieg biex tigi mharsa dejjem is-shuhija taz-zwieg u
tal-familja.

Alla l-Imbierek irid li 1-koppja mizzewga, specjalment meta jaslu
l-ulied, jghixu hajja ta’ komplimentarjeta’ genwina u effettiva. Irid li
l-missier u l-omm irabbu l-ulied id f’id, b’responsabbilta’ shiha, f’rispett
haj lejn is-sejha naturali taghhom bhala missier u omm maghqudin
flimkien.

Ghaldagstant, bhala Raghaj Spiritwali, jiddispjacini hafna meta nara

lil min, direttament jew indirettament, forsi minn wara xi paraventu,
jipprova jimbotta ’] quddiem ideat u hsibijiet mahsubin biex, bil-mod
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il-mod, is-soc¢jeta Maltija taccetta l-idea tad-divorzju u tibda thoss li ma
tistax tghaddi minghajr il-legalizazzjoni tad-divorzju.

Hemm bzonn 1i lkoll kemm ahna, quddiemnett il-familji nfushom,
inzommu dejjem ¢ar quddiem ghajnejna li, kull fejn il-bnedmin ma
jimxux skond il-pjan ta’ Alla dwar iz-zwieg u l-familja, it-tharbit u d-
deni jkun kbir u mifrux. Alla ried li z-zwieg ikun bejn mara wahda u
ragel wiehed sal-mewt ghax jaf li dak hu ta’ gid ghall-bniedem. Dawk
li jbatu meta z-zwieg ma jkunx skond il-pjan ta’ Alla, ma jkunux biss
il-persuni involuti, spe¢jalment fejn ikun hemm it-tfal, imma wkoll is-
socjeta nnifisha.

Il-parir ta’ Gwanni Pawlu II

I1-Knisja tistenna li l-awtoritajiet pubbli¢i ma jehdew gatt fl-ghassa u
fl-azzjoni taghhom biex jipprotegu z-zwieg u l-familja minn kull deni
u gwaj.

Kull riforma dwar l-istruttura u l-hajja tal-familja trid tiehu hsieb
issahhah 1-ghaqda bejn il-mizzewgin u tipprovdi appogg dejjem izjed
b’sahhtu ghall-familja. Fl-istess hin, irridu niehdu hsieb sew tat-tfal, il-
protagonisti tal-hajja socjali ta’ ghada. Is-sahha tal-familja u tas-so¢jeta
tiddependi hafna mill-kwalita tal-valuri li t-tfal ghandhom id-dritt li
jir¢ievu l-ewwel mill-genituri flimkien. Din hija kura li tigi investita
fil-formazzjoni spiritwali, morali u umana taghhom.

Il-mizzewgin u l-familji nfushom ghandhom id-dover taghhom x’jaqdu
f’dan ir-rigward.

Kif ghallem il-Papa Gwanni Pawlu II, il-familji ghandhom ikunu 1-
ewwel 1i jhabirku biex il-ligijiet u I-istituzzjonijiet tal-pajjiz mhux biss
ma jmorrux Kontra, imma wkoll isostnu u jiddefendu bil-gawwa kollha
d-drittijiet u d-dmirijiet tal-familja. B hekk, il-familji jaslu biex jaghrfu
li huma ghandhom ikunu protagonisti ta’ dik 1i hija maghrufa bhala “il-
politika tal-familja” u jiehdu fughom ir-responsabbilta 1i jbiddlu ghat-
tajjeb lis-socjeta. Inkella I-familji jkunu huma l-ewwel vittmi ta’ dik
il-hsara kollha li dwarha ma jkunu ghamlu xejn hlief harsu lejha gisu
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ma jimpurtahom Xejn minnha! (Familiaris Consortio, 44).
Fidu¢ja f’Alla

Gheziez mizzewgin, ftakru dejjem li I-hajja taz-zwieg u tal-familja
hija tahlita ta’ esperjenzi. Hemm hafna li hu sabih fil-hajja mizzewga u
tal-familja. Imma nkwiet u intoppi jinqalghu wkoll. Izda l-mizzewgin
insara, il-familji nsara, jafu li, jiltagghu ma’ xiex jiltaqghu, jekk ifittxu
b’sincerita 1il Alla, il-Mulej jghinhom zgur.

I1-Mulej, fl-imhabba u l-hniena bla tarf tieghu, gatt mhu se jonqos lill-
bniedem li jfittex I-wens tieghu f’mumenti li jkunu jinhtiegu hafna sens
ta’ sagrificcju, cahda personali u mahfra. Kull meta 1-koppja ssib ruhha
f’diffikultajiet, hija dejjem tista’ tersaq lejn Alla u tfittex il-fejqan u s-
soluzzjoni bis-sahha ta’ dak li ghallimna Ibnu I-Wahdieni meta heggigna
nitolbu lill-Mulej jahfrilna bhalma ahna nahfru lil min hu hati ghalina.
Ghal Alla ma hemm xejn li ma jistax isir. Dan narawh isehh fostna 1-
aktar meta nitolbuh flimkien l-ghajnuna tieghu.

Inheggigkom: sibu 1-hin biex titolbu flimkien; ghidu flimkien, jekk jista’
jkun kuljum, ir-ruzarju. Inheggigkom: ersqu ta’ spiss lejn is-Sagramenti
tal-Qrar u t-Tqarbin. Huma dawn 1i jghinukom izZommu bla mittiefsa
l-ghaqda u l-imhabba ta’ bejnietkom u jghinukom tersqu lejn Alla. Meta
nitbeghdu minn Alla, nitbeghdu minn kull ghajnuna siewja.

Gheziez familji, fi-Ittra 1i ktibtilkom hames snin ilu tlabtkom ma
taqtghux qalbkom u li tafdaw f’Alla. Il-lum intennilkom l-istess appell.
Nitlobkom u nheggigkom, biex timxu fuq il-mudell u l-ezempju tal-
Familja ta’ Nazaret fil-mod kif iggibu ruhkom ma’ xulxin u fil-mod kif
thobbu u tghozzu 1-hajja u l-ulied, spe¢jalment meta jkunu ghadhom
zghar.

Ftakru li permezz tal-Familja Mqaddsa, Alla kkonfermalna li huwa jrid
li 1-familja tkun quddiemnett l-ewwel skola ta’ kif bniedem ikun uman.

Nitlob lill-Marija, Omm 1-Isbah Imhabba, u lil Guieppi, Protettur
tal-Feddej, 1i kien x’kien is-sagrific¢ju mehtieg dejjem baxxew rashom
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ghar-rieda tal-Mulej, biex ikunu maghkom ilkoll u jharsukom f{’kull
mument ta’ hajjitkom.

Nitlob ukoll il-barka ta’ Alla fugkom ilkoll.

KonKattidral ta’ San Gwann
21 ta’ Jannar 2007
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Festa ta' San Frangisk De Sales, Patrun tal-Gurnalisti
Messagg ta' Mons. Ar¢isqof Guzeppi Mercieca

IlI-media u l-verita’ dwar il-bniedem

Din il-Festa Liturgika ta’ San Frangisk de Sales, Patrun tal-Gurnalisti,
taghtini l-opportunita biex, fit-tarf tas-servizz tieghi bhala Arcisqof ta’
Malta, inrodd hajr 1il Alla ghal kemm gid jippermetti 1i jsir bl-uzu tajjeb
tal-mezzi meraviljuzi tal-komunikazzjoni socjali.

Irrid inrodd hajr ukoll lill-haddiema kollha tal-media f’pajjizna, 1i fit-
tletin sena li ghaddew jiena kelli I-okkazjoni 1i nsir naf personalment lil
bosta minnhom, ghall-kooperazzjoni u s-sehem taghhom, matul is-snin,
biex il-Knisja tkun tista’ twassal sew il-messagg taghha, mibni kif inhu
fuq il-Verita li huwa Kristu.

Nizzihajr u nsellem lill-gurnalisti u x-xandara 1i m’ghadhomx maghna
ghax marru jiltaqghu mal-Mulej Irxoxt; lin-nies tal-media li, wara hajja
twila ta’ xoghol spiss iebes u ta’ sagrificcju ghalihom u 1-familji taghhom,
il-lum huma rtirati; lil dawk kollha li ghadhom jahdmu fil-media u 1i,
minkejja li spiss ikollhom jaqdfu hafna kontra certi kurrenti, jistinkaw
biex lill-poplu taghna jghinuh jaghraf u jimxi 'l quddiem skond il-verita
u r-rieda tal-Mulej.

Il-media u 1-Knisja

Kif kelli 1-okkazjoni nispjega f’wiehed mill-bosta mumenti li fihom
jiena tkellimt dwar ix-xoghol importanti tal-media, il-kultura tal-Knisja
u l-kultura tal-Mass Media huma kulturi differenti u, kultant, bejniethom
jidher kuntrast qawwi. Madankollu, id-differenzi u d-diffikultajiet 1i
jistghu jinqalghu qatt m’ghandhom iwasslu biex iwaqqfu l-hbiberija u
d-djalogu. Il-kritika, maghmulha bi spirtu tajjeb li jfittex il-gid, li I-media
u 1-Knisja jistghu jaghmlu lil xulxin, bl-ebda mod m’ghandha tinbidel
f’'nuqqas ta’ apprezzament jew firda bejniethom.

Il-Knisja temmen u taghraf li, meta l-media jkunu mhaddmin tajjeb,
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is-sehem taghhom biex il-bniedem jaghraf sew lilu nnifsu bhala xbiha
ta’ Alla u biex jghix tassew fl-imhabba tal-Hallieq u tal-proxxmu
tieghu, jista’ jkun sehem kbir. Biss ma jkunx facli tkun ottimist dwar
l-influwenza pozittiva ta’ certi ogsma tal-media, jekk dawn ikunu jidhru
li ma jafux sew x’inhi I-hidma vitali tar-religjon fil-hajja tal-bniedem,
jew jekk minn dak li tghid il-Knisja jwasslu biss dak li jfettlilhom jew
li jkun jagblilhom, jew jekk jitkellmu b’mod sistematikament negattiv

Ikolli nistqarr li fit-taglib kulturali li fegg u kiber f”pajjizna, tezisti tahlita
ta’ pozittiv u negattiv fl-imgiba tal-media versu 1-Knisja u taghlimha.
Il-hidma li I-Knisja taghmel fil-qasam socjali, per ezemnipju, hija apprezzata
u nkuragguta hafna fil-media. Izda dwar il-missjoni tal-Knisja li twassal
il-verita ta’ Kristu, i mhux dejjem hi popolari, specjalment f’ogsma fejn
ikun mehtieg sens ta’ sagrificcju u ta’ ¢ahda, hafna drabi r-rih ta’ certi
ogsma tal-media ma jonfohx fl-istess direzzjoni.

II-Knisja ma tiddejjagx u ma tibzax meta tigi kritikata. Bil-maqlub,
il-kritika 1-Knisja tridha u ghandha bzonnha, basta min jikkritika jaghmel
dan b’responsabbiltd, b’onesta, b’lealta u b’mod kostruttiv.

Dak li 1-Knisja tixtieq u tistenna huwa li I-media ma jkunux xhah
maghha f’li jwasslu I-messagg taghha bil-fedelta’ mehtiega, u li dan il-
messagg jasal tajjeb ghand in-nies. M’hemm xejn hazin f’li niddiskutu
u nuru fejn nagblu jew ma nagblux, specjalment f’socjeta’ pluralistika,
imma almenu lehen il-Knisja ghandu jigi mwassal b’mod xieraq.

Il-missjoni tal-Knisja

Fl-era ta’ zmienna spiss issib lil min jichad il-veritajiet specifici tal-
fidi Nisranija. Mhux biss, imma hemm min ged jimbotta dejjem izjed
l-idea zbaljata li m’hemmx verita li l-bniedem ghandu d-dmir Ii jfittex,
imma hemm biss opinjonijiet.

Jigri x’jigri, per0, il-missjoni tal-Knisja hija u tibqa’ li xxandar il-verita

tal-Mulej Gesit. Il-Knisja, inkluz f’pajjizna, trid tistinka biex fejn tfegg
konfuzjoni morali, tghinna niltaqghu mill-gdid mal-messagg ta’ Alla
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ghall-bnedmin kollha, fil-kulturi kollha. Il-Knisja trid tibga’ thabrek
biex l-umanita tiskopri mill-gdid it-tifsira u s-sens veru tal-hajja f’Gesti
Kristu, il-Feddej wahdieni tal-bnedmin kollha.

It-taghlim ta’ Kristu ma jinbidilx. Qieghed hemm ghal dejjem. II-
Knisja ma ghandhiex dritt u ma tistax tibdel it-taghlim ta’ Kristu skond
il-mentalita’ jew il-kultura taz-Zmien u tal-post. Il-missjoni tal-Knisja
hija li t-taghlim ta’ Kristu, li hu kif inhu ghax hu ta’ l-oghla gid ghall-
bniedem f’kull Zmien u ¢irkustanza, twasslu lill-bniedem kif inhu, bla
mittiefes.

F’din il-missjoni taghha, il-Knisja tixtieq issib fil-media koperazzjoni
u ghajnuna biex il-poplu taghna jibqa’ jghozz it-taghlim ta’ Kristu, 1i hu
dejjem attwali u rilevanti. Il-media jistghu jaghtu kontribut imprezzabbli
biex lill-bniedem tal-lum inwasslulu 1il Gest, li huwa u jibga’ it-Triq,
il-Verita u 1-Hajja.

Il-kultura tal-media

Id-dinja ta’ Zmienna hija dominata mil-lingwagg u I-kultura tal-media.
Ghal hafna u hafna nies, il-media saru l-mezzi ewlenin ta’ edukazzjoni u
formazzjoni, kif ukoll ta’ ispirazzjoni fl-imgiba taghhom bhala individwi,
bhala familji u fis-so¢jeta’ in generali. Dan igieghed fuq spallejn in-nies
tal-media, spe¢jalment dawk li jmexxuhom, responsabbiltajiet kbar.

Jekk irridu nimxu fit-triq it-tajba, il-verita’ trid tigi rispettata dejjem u
f’kull kaz. Irridu nkunu lkoll haddiema habrieka u genwini ghad-dinjita
tal-bniedem u ghall-gid komuni. Huwa importanti hafna wkoll li, min
jikkritika, jaghmel dan b’sincerita, b’rieda tajba, b’hegga ghal dak li hu
gust u sewwa.

Ma jkunx tajjeb jekk ikun hemm min jissagrifika l-verita jew dak li
jkun ta’ gid ghal kulhadd, ghal xi interess partiggjan jew settarju; min
jaghti 1-genb lill-onesta, il-korrettezza u s-sens ta’ fraternita u ghaqda,
biex tghaddi tieghu jew tal-grupp tieghu; min iwarrab dak li hu sewwa
u gust biex jissodisfa l-ghatx tieghu ghall-glorja jew l-agenda personali;
min ma jkunx gust, leali u responsabbli f’dak li jghid, jikteb u jaghmel;
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min ihalli lilu nnifsu jinhakem mit-tentazzjoni tal-manipulazzjoni, il-qerq
u l-ingann.

Nappellalkom ilkoll biex tkunu dejjem promoturi u difensuri qalbiena
tal-verita: tal-verita ta’ Alla dwar il-bniedem u dwar il-familja.

Fl-impenn taghkom, nitlobkom taghtu prijoritd shiha lid-dinjita’
tal-bniedem, l-oghla gid komuni, 1-ghaqda fost il-poplu ghaziz taghna,
is-sens ta’ gustizzja u solidarjeta, is-shuhija tal-familja bhala esperjenza
dejjiema ta’ mhabba u hajja, u l-ghozza inkundizzjonata tat-tfal akkost
ta’ kull sagrificéju.

Gest, I-Iben il-Wahdieni ta’ Alla, li tant ihobb il-familja li gie fid-dinja
permezz ta’ familja u ried li jitrabba fil-kenn u l-wens taghha, jghinkom
zgur f’dan I-impenn taghkom. Nitlob lill-Mulej biex ikun dejjem maghkom
ilkoll, u mal-familji taghkom.

Quddiesa ghall-Gurnalisti

Istitut Kattoliku, Floriana
24 ta’ Jannar 2007
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Cirkulari Numru 499

Tmiem tal-Ministeru ta' I-ET Mons Guzeppi Mercieca
u Bidu tal-Ministeru ta' I-ET Mons Pawlu Cremona OP
bhala Arcisqof ta' Malta

Ghandna quddiemna t-tmiem tal-ministeru ta’ Monsinjur Aréisqof
Guzeppi Mercieca bhala Arc¢isqof ta’ Malta, u l-konsagrazzjoni bhala
Isqof ta’ Monsinjur Pawlu Cremona O.P. u l-bidu tal-ministeru tieghu
bhala Arc¢isqof ta’ 1-Ar¢idjocesi.

F’din 1-okkazjoni, il-Knisja f’Malta hasset li ghandha tinhabar halli
titlob lil Alla, biex troddlu hajr ghall-gid kollu li taha bis-servizz pastorali
ta’ 1-Arcisqof Mercieca, u biex titolbu jaghti lil Monsinjur Cremona 1-
grazzji u l-ghajnuna kollha li jehtieg biex iwettaq tajjeb is-servizz tieghu
ta’ Isqof ghall-glorja ta’ Alla u ghall-gid taghna lkoll. Il-Knisja f’Malta
trid ukoll f’dawn i¢-Cirkustanzi tghid grazzi minn qalbha lil Monsinjur
Mercieca, u twassal ix-xewqat tajba taghha lil Monsinjur Cremona, u
tweghdu fedelta u ubbidjenza.

B’dan il-hsieb, l-Arcidjocesi sejra torganizza dawn ic-
celebrazzjonijiet:

1. Nh'c}r il-Hamis, 18 ta’ dan, fis-6.30 ta’ wara nofsinhar, fil-KonKatidral
ta’ San Gwann i1 Belt, se]ra ssir Quddiesa koncelebrata mmexxija mill-

huma ukoll mistiedna ghal d1n il-Quddiesa.

2. Nhar il-Hamis, 25 ta’ dan, fis-6.30 ta’ wara nofsinhar, fil-Katidral, I-
Imdina, sejratinzamm Velja ta’ Talb, ghall-bZonnijiet ta’ Monsinjur Pawlu
Cremona O.P. Matul din il-Velja Monsinjur Cremona jiehu l-gurament
u jitbierku xi hwejjeg li juza bhala Isqof. Kulhadd huwa mistieden ghal
din il-Velja ta’ Talb.

3. Nhar il—Gimgt}a, 26 ta’ Jannar, fis-6.30 ta’ wara nofsinhar, fil-
KonKatidral ta’ San Gwann, il-Belt, issir 1-ordinazzjoni episkopali ta’
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Monsinjur Pawlu Cremona. Jiehu wkoll pussess kanoniku tad-Djocesi.
Il-postijiet fil-KonKatidral sejrin ikunu bl-istedin, izda sejrin jitwaqqfu
zewg tined kbar, b’siggijiet, ghall-membri l-ohra tal-Knisja li jixtiequ
jattendu.

Huwa xieraq illi, fil-granet imsemmija hawn fuq, fil-knejjes ta’ 1-
Arcidjocesi wara nofsinhar il-Quddies jispicca f’hin kmieni bizzejjed
biex ikun hemm c¢ans ghas-sacerdoti u ghall-membri l-ohra tal-Knisja
li jiehdu sehem f’dawn i¢-celebrazzjonijiet. Ghalhekk m’ghandux ikun
hemm Quddies wara I-5 ta’ wara nofsinhar.

Mahruga mill-Kurja ta’ 1-Arcisqof, Floriana, illum 10 ta’ Jannar
2007.

¥Mons. Annetto Depasquale Mons. Carmel Zammit
Isqof titulari ta’ Aradi Kancellier
Vigarju Generali
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Cirkulari Numru 500

Fl-okkazjoni ta’ l-ordinazzjoni episkopali ta’ Mons. Pawl Cremona
O.P. nhar il-Gimgha, 26 ta’ dan, fil-knejjes kollha:

1. F’nofsinhar tindaqq mota ta’ kwarta .

2. Jinxteghlu 1-frontispizji u s-Slaleb minn inzul ix-xemx sal-
11.00 p.m.

3. Fil-knejjes 1i ghandhom arblu jittajru il-bnadar tal-Papa u ta’
Malta.

Mahruga mill-Kurja Aréiveskovili ta’ Malta, Floriana, illum 19 ta’
Jannar 2007.

HAnnetto Depasquale ‘ Mons. Carmelo Zammit
Isqof Awziljarju, Vigarju Generali Kancellier
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OMELIJA TA' MONS ARCISQOF GUZEPPI MERCIECA
fl-Okkazjoni ta' 1-Ordinazzjoni Episkopali ta' Mons Arc¢isqof
Pawl Cremona OP

Id f’id mar-Raghaj it-Tajjeb

Ghadna kif qrajna 1-mandat appostoliku biex ikun jista’ jinghata bidu
ghal din il-konsagrazzjoni episkopali halli I-wisq mahbub huna, Mons.
Pawlu Cremona, Dumnikan, isir suc¢cessur ta’ I-Appostli u jkun moghti
kollu kemm hu bhala isqof ghas-servizz tal-poplu ta’ Alla fdat f’idejh.

Dan huwa mument ta’ grazzja kbira. Huwa mument li fih jehtieg li,
qabel kollox, nghidu, b’qalb ferhana, grazzi lill-Mulej. Nghidu wkoll,
b’rispett u gratitudni, grazzi lill-Q.T. il-Papa Benedittu XVI talli ghogbu
jaghni l-Arcidjocesi taghna b’Raghaj Spiritwali gdid fil-persuna ta’ 1-
Eccellenza Tieghu Mons. Pawlu Cremona.

Nixtieq insellem u nirringrazzja lil kull min qed jinghagad maghna
fit-talb, kemm intom prezenti personalment, kemm il-morda, kif ukoll
kull min ged isegwi din l-ordinazzjoni episkopali permezz tal-mezzi ta’
komunikazzjoni socjali.

Insellem b’rikonoxxenza kbira, ghaziz Mons. Cremona, lill-gheziez
ommok u missierek, kif ukoll lill-familjari kollha tieghek.

Insellem u nirringrazzja lill-Ec¢cellenzi Taghkom Reverendissimi,
I-Isgfijiet Koncelebranti: 1-Ec¢cellenza Tieghu Mons. Felix del Blanco
Prieto, Nunzju Appostoliku ghal Malta, kif ukoll 1-Ec¢ellenza Tieghu
Mons. Gorg Frendo, Dumnikan, Isqof Awziljarju f'Tirana, 1-Albanija.

Sejha profetika u appostolika
L-ewwel u t-tielet qari tal-liturgija tal-lum (Isaija 6.1-2, 3-8) u (Lq. 5,

1-11) ikellmuna fuq zewg rakkonti ta’ vokazzjoni u ghazla.

L-ewwel wahda hija profetika u l-ohra appostolika.
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It-tnejn ikellmuna dwar l-interess li Alla jiehu fil-bniedem u fil- herqa
tieghu 1i jidhol fil-hajja u l-istorja tieghu.

II-lum, inti, Mons. Cremona, se tigi kkonsagrat isqof biex taghti bidu
ghall-hidma pastorali tieghek bhala isqof f’din 1-Arcidjocesi taghna, fid-
dawl tas-sejha tal-Profeta Isaija u ta’ 1-Appostlu Pietru, imsahhah ukoll
mill-hegga ta’ I-Isdfijiet kollha ta’ gabilna. :

Fl-ewwel qari, Isaija, wiehed mill-profeti kbar ta’ 1-Antik Testment,
jirrakkonta l-vizjoni li kellu meta Alla sejjahlu biex jaghmlu profeta
tieghu halli hekk ikun jista’ jitkellem f’ismu u jxandar il-messagg tieghu
bhala profeta.

Isaija kien ged jitlob fit-Tempju ta’ Gerusalemm madwar is-sena 740
qabel il-migja ta’ Kristu, meta f’dagqa wahda sab ruhu quddiem il-Mulej,
gieghed fuq tron merfugh ’il fuq. Fuq kull naha tat-tron, Isaija ra qatgha
kbira ta’ angli li kienu jghattu wicchom biex juru li Alla huwa tant kbir
li lanqgas il-qaddejja tieghu ma jissograw iharsu lejh. Dawn l-angli kienu
jfahhru 1lil Alla u jghidu ghal tliet darbiet, “Qaddis, Qaddis, Qaddis.”
Alla huwa qaddis minghajr 1-icken nuqqas; huwa infinit fil-kobor. Alla
huwa fih innifsu il-Qaddis. Il-kant ta’ l-angli kien tant qawwi li Isaija
hass l-art tirtoghod; ra t-Tempju jimtela’ bid-duhhan u beza’ li se jmut
dak il-hin. Quddiem din il-perfezzjoni ta’ Alla, Isaija hass ruhu midneb
u nfexx jistqarr: “Mitluf jien! Bniedem b’xufftejh imniggsa jien!”

Din l-esperjenza ta’ midneb u biza’ li ghafset lil Isaija ma kenitx holm
jew kliem vojt. Alla qal lil Mose: “Ma jistax jarani l1-bniedem u jibga’
haj” (Ez. 33, 20). Din hija esperjenza li ghadha tahkem lilna bnedmin
dghajfa sal-lum.

Fit-tielet qari, qrajna dwar l-esperjenza ta’ sajjied li gie msejjah biex
ikun appostlu tal-Mulej, anzi l-ewwel wiehed fost 1-Appostli. I1-Mulej
Gesli kien f’xatt 1-ghadira ta’ Gennezaret; ra zewg dghajjes qeghdin
max-xatt; tela’ fuq wahda minnhom, 1i kienet ta’ Xmun u wara li temm
il-priedka qgal lil Xmun biex jaqdfu ’l barra fil-fond u jkalaw ix-xbiek
taghhom ghas-sajd. Xmun, bl-esperjenza ta’ sajjied li kellu, ma kienx ta’
l-istess fehma bhal Gesti. Madankollu, wiegbu: “La gieghed tghid inti, ha
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nkala x-xbiek.” Hekk sar; u kienet qabda kbira ta’ hut. Xmun Pietru, kif
ra dan, inxtehet f'riglejn Gesl u gallu: “Tbieghed minni, Mulej, ghaliex
jien midneb.” Gestl, izda, qal lil Xmun: “Tibzax, minn issa ’l quddiem
tkun tagbad il-bnedmin.” Hawnhekk naraw tirrepeti ruhha l-esperjenza
li ghadda minnha Isaija.

Messagg ta’ kuragg

Il-lum, il-jum kbir u sabih tal-konsagrazzjoni episkopali, kif ukoll tal-
bidu tal-ministeru tieghek, bhala I-Profeta u r-Raghaj Spiritwali 1-kbir
taghna, fl-Arcidjocesi Maltija, huwa jum ta’ ferh.

Ahna lkoll ferhana li ghandna Ar¢isqof, Mexxej u Missier Spiritwali
gdid.

Izda ]-ferh ta’ dan il-jum sabih qed ukoll igieghed fuq spallejk togol
kbir, 1i jgieghlna lkoll niftakru fik fit-talb taghna.

Quddiem il-misteru ta’ Alla u r-responsabbilta’ kbira li qed tigi fdata
f’idejk, inti I-lum thossok tghaddi mill-istess biza’ li hakem lil Isaija meta
Alla sejjahlu biex jaghmlu profeta tieghu. Barra minn hekk, ghaziz hija
fi-episkopat, inti, bhal Isaija, bhal kull bniedem u isqof iehor, thoss ruhek
midneb u fqir quddiem il-perfezzjonijiet ta’ Alla.

Madankollu, ghaziz huna, nistiednek u nheggek biex matul l-episkopat
tieghek tibqa’ tiftakar f’dak li -lum irrid nghidlek b’lehen shih u qgawwi:
La tibzghax! lomm harstek dejjem ’il quddiem b’kuragg ta’ sur. Bla
dubju, trid kuragg kbir biex il-lum tidhol ghall-ministeru ta’ isqof djocesan;
fost hwejjeg ohrajn, din il-hajja titlob hafna sagrific¢ji u tipprezenta
hafna diffikultajiet. Tista’ wkoll tahkmek l-ghejja, thossok wahdek jew
imnikket. Izda tibzax! Alla li sejjahlek biex iggorr din ir-responsabbilta
huwa dejjem hdejk u mieghek bil-grazzja u l-qawwa tieghu. L-Ispirtu
s-Santu zgur jaghtik dan il-kuragg.

Alla naddaf xufftejn Isaija gabel ma baghtu jkellem il-poplu tieghu.

Hekk ukoll Alla jkun mieghek, mahbub Ar¢isqof gdid taghna, biex inti
tkun tista’ twettaq dak li ged jistenna minghandek. Tista’ tigi mahkum
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mill-biza’, izda fl-istess hin is-Sinjur Alla ma jehda qgatt igawwik bl-
intimita tieghu mieghek.

Dan igajjem fik fidi kbira, liberta spiritwali u entuzjasmu.

Il-qabda kbira ta’ hut 1i kellu Xmun tirrapprezenta l-missjoni
appostolika, li kellha I-bidu taghha mill-ubbidjenza ghall-Kelma tal-Mule;j
Gesii: “Agdef ’il barra u itfa’ x-xbiek!”

Xmun, quddiem il-qgawwa u ]-kobor ta’ Gesti, hassu mitluf u stqarr
ruhu midneb. Izda Gesu qal lil Xmun: “Tibzax; mil-lum ’il quddiem
tkun sajjied tal-bnedmin.” Hekk ukoll jghid lilek, ghaziz huna.

Gesi ried iwassal lil Xmun il-messagg li huwa gie fid-dinja biex isalva
l-bniedem mill-hazen li 1-bniedem kien waqa’ fih. Hekk, Pietru, flimkien
ma’ shabu, saru komunita’ 1i trid tkompli I-missjoni ta’ Ges, li gie biex
jehles l-umanita mit-telfien u jaghtiha hajja gdida.

Dan kollu juri li dak li jholl u jorbot, quddiem Alla, hija l-ubbidjenza
fis-skiet u 1-gabra ghal dak 1i jitlob minna Gesu.

Hija l-ubbidjenza ghall-Kelma ta’ Alla li taghti 1-hajja lill-bniedem.
Fit-triq tal-Mulej

Fl-ghazla tal-motto tieghek, “Hejju t-triq ghall-Mulej” inti qed turi
mpenn biex tghinna Ikoll nithejjew halli nilqghu lill-Mulej f’kull waqt
ta’ hajjitna.

Nitlob lill-Mulej Gesi is-Sacerdot 1-Kbir, biex jieqaf mieghek f’kull
mument ta’ l-episkopat tieghek, halli kif stqarrejt li trid inti stess, taghraf
taqdi -ministeru u I-missjoni tieghek fi spirtu ta’ ubbidjenza ghall-Vangelu

u id f’id mar-Raghaj it-Tajjeb.

KonKattidral ta’ San Gwann
26 ta’ Jannar 2007
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Diskors ta' Mons. Arcisqof Pawlu Cremona
fil-Quddiesa ta' l-ordinazzjoni tieghu

Knisja skond il-Qalb ta’ Gesi

F’dan il-jum Solenni ghall-Knisja f’Malta, meta I-Ispirtu s-Santu,
permezz tal-Qdusija Tieghu 1-Papa Benedittu XVI, ghazel lili bhala
Raghaj Spiritwali tal-Knisja f’Malta, biex immexxiha f’isem Gesi, ir-
Raghaj it-Tajjeb, inwasslilha 1-Kelma kif ghaddihielna dak li hu 1-Verb
ta’ Alla, u nqaddisha fil-Karita li hija 1-Qdusija li giet murija fil-Hajja
ta’ Kristu, jiena, ghalkemm bil-biza’ quddiem din il-missjoni tant kbira,
nixtieq f’isem il-Knisja nrodd hajr lil Alla.

Jiena nroddlu hajr ghaliex naf li Alla jghin lil dawk li jhallu lilhom
infushom f’idejh, halli d-dghufija tal-bniedem issir qawwa ta’ Alla,
bid-Don ta’ I-Ispirtu s-Santu. Hekk sar fl-ewwel dixxipli bl-inzul ta’ I-
Ispirtu s-Santu fughom f’Ghid il-Hamsin: saru bnedmin 1i bdew jitkellmu
f’isem il-Mulej bla biza’ u bla dubju. Jiena I-lum nitlob li dan id-don
li I-Knisja rceviet il-lum permezz ta’ din il-Konsagrazzjoni Episkopali
tieghi, jinxtered fuq il-membri kollha tal-Knisja: fuq is-Sacerdoti kollha
biex ikunu dejjem sinjal ta’ ghaqda fil-Knisja fil-ministeru sacerdotali
taghhom; lill-membri tal-Hajja Konsagrata biex bil-karizmi u I-hajja
taghhom ikunu dejjem iktar xhieda tar-radikalita tal-hajja nisranija, u
b’mod specjali lis-sorijiet ta’ Hajja Kontemplativa biex isahhu 1-Knisja
kollha u partikularment lili bit-talb taghhom; lill-ahwa mghammdin, biex
issehh f’kull wahda u wiehed minnhom, il-grazzja tal-maghmudija fl-istat
partikulari taghhom, fil-hajja personali, familjari u socjali taghhom.

Meésagfg"ta’ gid
Jiena nheggeg lill-membri ta’ din il-Knisja f’Malta biex jitolbu lill-
Ispirtu s-Santu halli dejjem iktar igedded il-Knisja u lili personalment,

biex issehh il-weghda ta’ Gestl, li jibqa’ mal-Poplu tieghu sa l-ahhar
taz-zmien.

66



DOKUMENTI MILL-KURJA

Ahna rridu nwasslu dan il-messagg li huwa fil-qalba tat-taghlim ta’
Gesii Kristu, ghax fuqu trid tissejjes kull Komunita Kristjana. Dan il-
messagg huwa ta’ gid lis-soc¢jeta Maltija kollha, ghax gie mwassal lilna
minn Dak li huwa espert ta’ l-umilta’ ghaliex halaq u feda lill-umanita.

Dan il-messagg jibda mill-imhabba 1i Alla I-Missier ghandu lejn kull
bniedem li halqu xbicha tieghu. Dan igieghlna nistaghgbu quddiem
il-kobor tal-bniedem. Is-Salm 8 jurina dan b’mod sabih: “X’inhu 1-
bniedem biex tiftakar fih, bin il-bniedem biex tahseb fih? Ftit anqas
mill-allat ghamiltu, Zejjintu bis-sebh u 1-gmiel, geghedtu fuq 1-ghemejjel
kollha ta’ jdejk”.

Ahna nistqarru li nemmnu u rridu nwasslu I-messagg li f’kull persuna
hemm ix-xbieha ta’ Alla. Ahna nistqarru li rridu nibqghu nemmnu u
nistqarru li bl-ghajnejn tal-fidi taghna se nkomplu naraw din ix-xbieha
f’kull persuna. Irridu nkomplu nistqarru li din ix-xbieha tinsab indags
fid-dinjita ta’ kull ragel u mara; fil-persuni li huma mbeghdin mill-
Mulej u 1i forsi ged jidhru li ged ifixklu I-missjoni tal-Knisja; lil dawk
li jhaddnu twemmin li mhuwiex taghna; lil dawk li huma ta’ kulur ta’
gilda u nazzjonalita differenti minn taghna u li forsi jinsabu fostna ghaliex
kellhom jaharbu minn pajjizhom; lit-trabi fil-guf ta’ l-omm, lill-anzjani
li huma morda u forsi kultant abbandunati. Nistqarru li ahna naraw il-
kobor u s-sbuhija ta Alla fil-Holgien, izda naraw wi¢¢éu b’mod specjali
f’kull bniedem hu min hu.

Ahna nistqarru li bil-maghmudija réevejna din il-grazzja li nkunu
mmarkati minn Alla, izda wkoll il-missjoni li nxandru din l-Ahbar it-
Tajba u naghmlu possibbli li min gieghed ifittex lil Gesi, jersaq lejh
permezz tax-xhieda f’hajjitna tal-Hajja tieghu. Din hija 1-Knisja li ahna
naghmlu parti minnha. Ahna l-lum nitolbu lill-Mulej biex jimliena 1-
ewwel bil-mod kif ihobbna hu, f’esperjenza personali mieghu fit-talb;
nitolbu lill-Mulej biex nghixu din l-imhabba bhalma ghexha Hu: bla
pregudizzji lejn ebda persuna, u b’imhabba specjali ghal dawk li nistghu
ntaffu t-tbatija taghhom bl-imhabba tal-Komunita Nisranija taghna: il-
fqar u I-abbandunati; dawk fil-habs, il-morda. Nitolbu lill-Ispirtu s-Santu
jkattrilna 1-Fidi halli nghadduha wkoll lil dawk li geghdin ifittxu gharfien
u hbiberija akbar mal-Mule;j.
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Inhejju t-Triq ghall-Mulej

Ahna konxji li I-missjoni tieghi u tal-Knisja hija li nhejju t-triq ghall-
Mulej, f’dan il-progett tieghu ta’ Mhabba. Nitolbu li jgieghed fina
disponibbilta’, hekk 1i xejn ma nichdu minn dak li jrid jaghmel fina u
permezz taghna; nitolbu lill-Mulej umilta’, halli dak li naghmlu, naghmluh
dejjem ghax imnebbhin minnu, u b’tama kbira fil-provvidenza tieghu;
ahna nitolbu li jsaffi dak kollu li bhalissa gieghed ifixkel din il-missjoni
fil-hajja taghna personali, fil-familji u fil-komunita nisranija. Nitolbu
b’mod specjali li 1-familja Maltija tkun dik il-benniena fejn dan kollu
jinghex u jigi mghoddi lill-ulied.

Proponimenti

Jiena nixtieq li jkunu tieghi xi whud mill-proponimenti li ghamel il-
Beatu Papa Gwanni XXIII fl-irtir tal-Konsagrazzjoni Eplskopah tieghu
f-1925:

“Jiena ma fittixtx jew xtaqt dan il-ministeru tieghi; il-Mulej ghazilni...
imiss lilu li jghatti n-nuqqasijiet tieghi, u jimla l-limitazzjonijiet tieghi....
Jiena nhoss u naf li jien bla sahha u mhux kappacl, raguni ohra biex
nibga’ umli, hafna hafna umli. Jien irrid 1i nkun kollni u totalment ghal
Alla, mimli bid-dawl tieghu, niddi bl-imhabba ghal Alla u ghall-erwieh
tal-bnedmin.

Jalla l-ministeru tieghi jkun wiehed ta’ Rikon¢iljazzjoni fil-kelma u fl-
ghemil; u l-predikazzjoni tieghi mhux fil-perswazjoni tal-kliem ta’ l-gherf
uman, izda fil-wirja ta’ l-ispirtu u l-qawwa; u l-awtorita 1i giet moghtija
lili mill-Knisja, gatt ma t1g1 wzata ghall-glorja tleghl uzata mhux biex
tkisser lzda biex tibni..

Nixtieq niehu din 1-okkazjoni biex nirringrazzja lill-Mulej ghad-don
ta’ 1-Arcisqof Guzeppi Mercieca, li 1-Mulej tana bhala Raghaj Spiritwali
tal-Knisja f"Malta, u 1i jiena ngisu bhala kollaboratur mill-qrib tieghi
fil-qadi tal-Ministeru.
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Nitlob lil Missierna San Pawl, dak li 1-Provvidenza Divina wasslitu
fuq din il-gzira biex insiru nafu 1-Bxara t-Tajba, biex ikompli jhares il-
Knisja li ged tkompli 1-Missjoni tieghu.

Nafda f’idejn Marija Ommna din il-Knisja li hija I- Gisem Mistiku ta’
Kristu f’Malta, biex kif hadet hsieb Binha Gesil, hekk ukoll tiehu hs1eb

din il-prezenza tieghu fi gziritna.

- Inheggeg 1il kull wiehed u wahda minnkom, dawk li geghdin prezenti
hawn, izda wkoll lil dawk 1i huma fi djarhom, biex jghinuni bit-talb u
bil-hidma nisranija taghhom. Nitlob lill-koppji mizzewgin biex, flimkien
mat-tfal taghhom, jitolbu ghalija. Nitlob liz-zghazagh biex ifittxu wkoll
il-ferh li jagdu lill-Mulej fiz-zZghozija taghhom. Nitlob lill-morda biex
jghaqqdu t-tbatija taghhom mas-Salib u 1-Qawmien ta’ Gesi. Nitlob
lil kull membru tal-Knisja biex ikun qrib tieghi f’din il-Missjoni biex
flimkien dejjem iktar naghmlu Knisja skond il-Qalb ta’ Gesi. II-Mulej
ibierek lil kull wiehed u wahda minnkom.

KonKattidral ta’ San Gwann
26 ta’ Jannar 2007
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Messagg ta' 1-Arcisqof Pawl Cremona OP
lill-emigranti Maltin fl-Awstralja

Il-lum, 1-Erbgha, 7 ta’ Frar 2007, zort il-Kummissjoni Gholja
Awstraljana f’Malta biex insellem lill-E.T. Mr. Jurek Juszczyk, ir-
rapprezentant ta’ l-art li fiha hemm l-aktar ghadd ta’ Maltin emigrati,
fil-prezenza ta’ delegazzjoni tal-Kummissjoni Emigranti, tal-Friends of
Australia Association u tal-Maltese-Australian Association.

F’din 1-okkazjoni, irrid insellem lilkom, hutna Maltin, emigrati minn
artna ghall-Awstralja, lil uliedkom u forsi wkoll lil ulied uliedkom.
Insellem b’mod specjali lil dawk kollha 1i li jzommu l-komunita Maltija

u lajc¢i li jghinu lill-komunita Maltija tghix il-fidi taghha.

Jiena nammira lill-emigranti ghaliex huma wrew li huma nies bezlin u li
biex jahdmu,u biex jieklu huma u jitimghu I-familja taghhom, issagrifikaw
lilhom infushom mill-gheziez taghhom u minn artna u arthom.

Nammirahom ghaliex huma nies li jhobbu I-familja taghhom. Uhud
mill-irgiel emigraw ghal rashom, I-ewwel, biex jahdmu u jibaghtu lill-
familja l-ghajnuna mehtiega biex tghix, u fl-istess hin iwittu t-triq biex
il-familja tinghaqad maghhom aktar tard. Nammirahom ghaliex bagghu
f’rabta ma’ l-gheziez taghhom — genituri u graba ohra - u ma’ artna.
Nammirahom ukoll ghaliex gharfu jzommu 1-fidi taghhom u jsahhu 1-
Knisja lokali. Nammirahom ghaliex bl-imgiba tajba taghhom ghamlu
gieh lithom infushom u lil art twelidna.

Ghalhekk insellmilkom, nifirhilkom u nirringrazzjakom.
Nghid grazzi mill-qalb lill-assocjazzjonijiet li twaqqfu fid-diversi
Stati ta’ I-Awstralja biex jghinu lill-Maltin fil-htigiet taghhom, li gharfu

jzommuhom maghqudin bejniethom fi spirtu ta’ mhabba; lill-gurnali
— l-aktar wiehed bi storja twila “The Maltese Herald”, lill-mezzi ta’
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komunkazzjoni socjali li fittxew u jfittxu 1i jzommu lill-Maltin marbutin
bejniethom u ma’ artna, u lil dawk kollha li kisbu xi kariga ¢ivili ghall-
isem u gieh li taw lil art twelidna. Insemmi fosthom lill-Ministru John
Aquilina.

L-emigrazzjoni hija pagna ta’ storja. Storjata’ partenzi. Imma storja
ta’ mhabba: storja ta’ firda, tluq, ritorn wara certu zmien biex wiehed
izur lill-gheziez tieghu u lil artu; perijodu ta’ stedin biex ommijietkom
u missierijitkom jigu jarawkom u jserrhu mohhhom li intom geghdin
tghixu tajjeb. Imbaghad perijodu ta’ stabilitd jew ritorn ta’ uhud lejn
artna.

Issa li l-emigrazzjoni tal-massa spi¢cat ghal kollox, dehlin fi Zmien
ta’ bini ta> Muzew. Imma Muzew ta’ tifkira, ta’ mhabba u ta’ rabta.
Muzew li jzomm lill-generazzjonijiet ta’ warajna f’rabta maghkom u
ma’ dak 1i ghamiltu.

F’dan l-ewwel messagg tieghi bhala Arcisqof ta’ Malta, xtaqt
infisser r-rabta tieghi maghkom u mal-Maltin emigrati f’artijiet ohra u
l-apprezzament tieghi bhala Isqof lejn l-imhabba taghkom ghall-familja,
kemm bit-trobbija li tajtu lil uliedkom kif ukoll ghar-rabta li gharaftu
zzommu ma’ ommijietkom, missierijietkom, hutkom u qraba gheziez
ohra u ma’ artna. Nixtieq nuri l-apprezzament tieghi ukoll ghall-fidi i
gharaftu zzommu u ssahhu fil-pajjiz.

Xtaqt fuq kollox bhala Isqof insellem lil huti s-sacerdoti
Maltin — djocesani u religjuzi - li b’imhabba gew l-Awstralja biex
jghinukom izzommu 1-fidi taghkom hajja. Insellem ukoll lis-sorijiet
u lil-lajci ghal kull ghamla ta’ hidma fejjieda li geghdin iwettqu
fostkom: tmexxija ta’ skejjel, tmexxija ta’ djar ta’ l-anzjani, taghlim
tal-katekizmu. Nassigura lis-sacerdoti Maltin u sorijiet anzjani li
nzommhom fit-talb tieghi.

Nirringrazzja lill-awtorita ekklezjastika lokali li dejjem apprezzat il-

hidma taghkom u waslet biex tirrikmanda li Mons. Joseph Grech, Malti
bhalna, jigi nominat Isqof. Insellimlek Mons. Isqof Grech.
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_ Jiena nittama li bhall-isqfijiet ta” qabli, Mons. Mikiel Gonzi u Mons.
Guzeppi Mercieca - meta nkun qghadt ftit f’posti, nigi sa hdejkom biex

narakom, ingib mieghi x-xewqat sbieh tal-familjari taghkom u ta’ Malta
u nsir nafkom ahjar.

Nittama li f’qasir zmien ikolli l-opportunita nsellem ukoll lill-Maltin
emigrati fl-Istati Uniti ta’ 1-Amerka u 1-Kanada.

I1-Mulej iberikkom ilkoll.

FPawl Cremona O.P.
Arcisqof ta’ Malta

07 ta’ Jannar 2007
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Messagg ta' 1-Arc¢isqof lill-Missjunarji Maltin
fJum il-Festa ta' 1-Appostlu Missierna San Pawl

Il-lum, 10 ta’ Frar, data li fiha geghdin infakkru l-migja ta’ San
Pawl f’artna u d-data tal-Maghmudija tal-Familja Maltija, nistedinkom
tinghagdu mieghi f’tislima 1il aktar minn 250 sacerdoti hutna Maltin li,
f’isem l-ar¢idjocesi taghna geghdin jahdmu ghall-Knisja boghod minn
artna, u f’talba ghal tant sacerdoti 1i mietu fl-art li fiha kienu geghdin
iwettqu I-missjoni taghhom. Nixtieq li nsellmu wkoll lill-ghadd ta’ sorijiet
u lajéi li geghdin jahdmu fil-kamp missjunarju — jghallmu l-katekizmu
u jwettqu opri tal-hniena fi djar ghat-trabi, tfal, zghazagh, anzjani u nies
b’xi dizabilita.

Insellmulkom gheziez sacerdoti, religjuzi u lajéi. Nghidulkom grazzi
ghall-hidma li qeghdin twettqu ghat-tixrid u tishih tal-fidi u niehdu gost
nghagqdukom maghna fit-talb taghna l-lum fi¢c-Celebrazzjoni li qeghdin
naghmlu f’gieh 1-ghaziz Missierna San Pawl. Nitolbu bil-qalb ghalikom,
ghall-hidma taghkom u ghall-gheziez li hallejtu warajkom hawn Malta.

Nixtieq nuri l-apprezzament tieghi ghan-numru sabih ta’ zghazagh
dawk irgiel kif ukoll nisa — barra minn Malta, ghall-ghadd ta’
vokazzjonijiet 1i nibtu fost ulied il-familji ta’ Maltin emigrati, ghall-
ghadd ta’ zghazagh li nghaqdu ma’ Ordnijiet Religjuzi li ma ghandniex
rapprezentanza taghhom hawn Malta.

Inzid li jien niehu gost nara u nisma’ b’vokazzjonijiet missjunarji 1i

ta’ din il-festa nibda nkun imdawwar bis-sacerdoti li ghal xi snin wettqu
hidma missjunarja u nibda npoggi jdejja fuq dawk 1i jaghzlu li jwettqu
hidma missjunarja. Ma nahsibx 1i nista’ naghti gost aktar 1il San Pawl
milli npoggi jdejja fuq dawk li juru vokazzjoni missjunarja.

li geghdin jahdmu fost I-eluf kbar ta’ emigranti Maltin fl-Awstralja. II-
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Ium, festa ta’ San Pawl, insellem lis-sacerdoti, religjuzi u missjunarji
Maltin kollha, Nitlob bil-qalb li l-barka tal-Mulej tinzel fugkom u tkun

maghkom.

%Pawl Cremona O.P.
Ardéisqof ta’ Malta

10 ta’ Frar 2007
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Messagg ta' 1-Arcisqof Pawl Cremona OP lill-Emigranti
Maltin fl-Amerika ta' Fuq

Gejt fl-Ambaxxata ta’ 1-Istati Uniti ta’ I-Amerka biex insellem lill-
E.T. is-Sinjura Molly Bordonaro; insellem u nirringrazzja lill-art - li
hi tirraprezenta b’tant hila — ghall-akkoljenza li tat lil eluf ta’ Maltin
li emigraw ghal din l-art ta’ zvilupp biex jibnu hajja gdida ghalihom u
ghall-familji taghhom u biex fil-bidu tal-episkopat tieghi nsellem minn
hawn lill-Maltin hutna u lill-familji taghhom u wliedhom u wlied uliedhom
li geghdin jghixu fl-Amerika ta’ Fuq — I-Istati Uniti ta’ 1-Amerika u 1-
Kanada - u nawguralhom.

Gejt ukoll biex nirringrazzja lill-Istati Uniti ta’ 1-Amerika ghas-sens
ta’ komprensjoni li wriet meta ricentement u ghal darb’ohra regghet
accettat li tilga’ ghadd ta’ refugjati minn Malta. Din l-inizjattiva, minn
wahda mill-artijiet ta’ l-immigrazzjoni, li tilqa’ refugjati i ghandhom
graba jghixu f’artha hi apprezzata hafna — ghaliex, barra li tghin lil art
twelidna ggorr dan it-toqol, taghti lok ghall-ghaqda tal-familji.

Insellmilkom huti Maltin, nirringrazzja lil missirjietkom u lilkom
ghall-isem li bil-kapacitajiet u l-imgiba taghhom u taghkom tajtu lil artna
u talli fittixtu i Zzommu u tizirghu 1-fidi fil-familji taghkom. Insellem
ukoll lilkom 1i fittixtu li zZommu l-identita’ Maltija u tghadduha lil
uliedkom. Insellem lill-Kumitati tal-Clubs li jippruvaw izommu lill-
Maltin maghqudin fi spirtu patrijottiku u nisrani. Grazzi.

Il-pagni ta’ l-istorja tal-Maltin fl-Amerika ta’ Fuq huma xhieda ta’ spirtu
Malti mill-isbah. L-istorja ta’ hidma socjali, tal-gurnali, tax-xandiriet bir-
radju, ta’ l-iskejjel, l-istatwa ta’ San Pawl f’Detroit, il-bini ta’ knejjes
dedikata lil San Pawl, f’California u Toronto, id-devozzjoni Marjana
fost il-Maltin ta’ New York l-aktar f’Astoria. ix-xbiha tal-Madonna ta’
I-Emigranti venerata fil-knisja St Paul the Apostle f’Toronto, ir-ritratti
ta’ hargiet u attivitajiet b’mijiet ta’ Maltin migburin flimkien u l-kopji
tar-registri battesimali, matrimonjali u tal-mejtin konservati jdommu
storja mill-isbah.
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Nifrah u nirringrazzja wkoll lilkom, il-Komunita Maltija fl-Amerika,
ghall-kontribuzzjonijiet u opri ta’ beneficenza li wettaqtu ma’ artna. Dan
jixhed l-ispirtu sabih li rCevejtu minghand 1-gheziez taghkom u r-rabta
li zammejtu ma’ artna.

Ma nistax naghlaq dan il-messagg bla ma nsellem lill-gheziez sacerdoti

intom. Dan hu frott taghkom.

Nittama li jkolli I-opportunita nigi nzurkom u tghinuni nzur il-komunita
Maltija fl-inhawi milhugin minnkom.

I1-Mulej iberikkom ilkoll.

%PaleCremona O.P.
Arcisqof ta’ Malta

13 ta’ Frar 2007
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SEMINAR DWAR IX-XOGHOL
Diskors ta' Mons Arcisqof Pawl Cremona OP

Xoghol u progress

L-ewwelnett, nirringrazzja hafna lill-organizzaturi tas-seminar, ghax
nahseb li dan is-seminar jirrifletti dak 1i 1-Knisja tixtieq; fis-sens li 1-Knisja
taghraf — qalha I-Papa Benedittu XVI, fl-Enciklika ‘Deus Caritas Est’ -
li I-kwalita tal-hajja f’kull post mhix responsabbilta’ diretta tal-Knisja,
imma hija responsabbilta’ ta’ 1-Istat.

It-tieni haga, il-Knisja tidhol biex taghti d-dawl Nisrani b’dawn il-
hsibijiet so¢jali li, mbaghad, 1-Istat, irid jirrifietti fughom u jaghzel.

Allura, dan is-seminar tal-lum tana dan id-dawl. Nahseb li fil-hajja
taghkom intom ikollkom bzonn tidhlu f’‘issues’ partokolari - bilfors.
Inhares lejn il-unions, lejn min ihaddem. Il-lum kellna ¢-¢ans i nirrifiettu:
Qabel 1-‘issues’ partikolari, x’hemm? Qabel ma jiena nghid, ‘isma’, il-
problemi, dak li hemm bejn persuna u ohra’, x’inhi l-persuna? X’inhu
x-xoghol? Dan hu l-kontribut specifiku u importanti li 1-Knisja trid taghti
lis-socjeta Maltija.

It-tielet, allura, jigi 1i 1-Papa Benedittu qal 1i f’dan id-dawl huma I-
laj¢i Nsara, 1i jkunu ispirati mit-taghlim tal-Knisja, li b’mod specifiku,
fil-kamp taghhom, japplikaw, jahdmu, halli dan it-taghlim ikun verament
il-qafas, il-qofol, ta’ din il-mixja socjali.

Promozzjoni umana u solidarjeta

X’inhuma, f"dawn id-dawl, iz-Zewg kelmiet ‘xoghol’ u ‘progress’?
Tafu li, fil-Knisja, kien hemm anke bidla; ghaliex 1-ewwel kien hemm 1-
Enciklika ‘Populorum Progressio’ —il-progress huwa I-isem gdid tal-paci.
Imma kien hemm xi pajjizi li bdew jifhmuh b’mod differenti, fis-sens li
‘l-aqwa li ahna l-pajjiz jimxi ’l quddiem u jkollna allura iktar ghana’.

II-Knisja, il-progress bdiet tifhmu b’mod iktar wiesgha. Il-progress,
jekk ma jkunx hemm promozzjoni umana, ikun hemm progress finanzjarju
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biss, mhux l-iskop li trid tghallem il-Knisja. Mal-progress irid ikun hemm
ukoll is-solidarjeta —li tfisser li d-drittijiet mhux billi tannunzjahom, imma
trid tghin lil dawk li ma jaslux ghad-drittijiet biex ikollhom ic-¢ans li
huma jiksbu d-drittijiet. Ghalxejn tghidlu ‘dritt’ u meta ma jasalx thallih
wahdu: trid tghinu.

Ghandek il-promozzjoni umana; ghandek is-solidarjeta.

X’inhu x-xoghol? It-teologija tax-xoghol, tal-Knisja, hija bbazata fuq
il-Genesi. Hemmbhekk ghandek riflessjoni, li hi gejja minghand Alla, i
taghtina hafna dawl fuq hafna affarijiet.

X’tghidilna fuq ix-xoghol? L-ewwelnett, fuq id-dinjita tax-xoghol; u
Gesii kompliha ghax gie bin mastrudaxxa. It-tieni haga, ix-xoghol huwa
mmarkat fl-ewwel zewg kapitli tal-Genesi; gabel id-dnub. Mela x-xoghol
ma nistghux inpogguh bhala effett tat-tbatija tal-bniedem. Qabel dik irridu
x-xoghol irridu npogguh bhala 1i huwa parti mid-dinjitd tal-bniedem;
huwa espressjoni tieghu u jrid iwasslu biex jikber. It-tielet, ix-xoghol
huwa koperazzjoni ma’ Alla f’dinja li tista’ tkun ahjar. Alla jaghtik
sigra; ix-xoghol minn dik is-sigra jaghmel mejda. Hija koperazzjoni
ma’ Alla. Ghalhekk il-bniedem ghandu wkoll post specifiku fl-istorja
tal-holgien. Ir-raba, il-Mulej tah ix-xoghol, lill-bniedem, biex ikun jista’
jipprovdi ghalih innifsu.

Hemm zewg forom ta’ serq. Hemm is-serq ta’ min, fil-kontest tal-
proprjeta’ privata, xi hadd jehodlu dak li ghandu. Imma hemm riflessjoni
wkoll 1i jista’ jkun, fil-kuntest anke legali, ta’ dak 1i ghandu pajjiz jew
bniedem, ikun qed jisraq lil dak li jkun; ghax il-fgir ghandu dritt anke
mill-affarijiet 1i Alla l-Imbierek ikun ta.

Hemm ukoll I-element tat-tbatija: fil-kuntest tat-tbatija li ahna rridu
nghixu, kif se nippruvaw intaffu ghall-bniedem li jahdem it-tbatija li tigi
minn hafna aspetti.

Progress u dinjita

It-tieni haga, x’inhu l-progress?
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Il-progress irid ikun marbut mad-dinjita umana. Fil-‘Populorum
Progressio’ ghandna li l-progress irid ikun dirett lejn it-tajjeb veru ta’
kull persuna u tal-persuna shiha. Dan il-progress, f’dinja li qed tigi iktar
globalizzata, qed jigi iktar progress fejn l-ebda pajjiz ma jista’ jkollu
iktar progress fih innifsu.

F’wiehed mill-interventi li kien ghamel il-Papa Gwanni Pawlu II qal
li ghalxejn inti tghid fuq id-drittijiet tal-persuna jekk ma titkellimx fuq
id-drittijiet ta’ 1-Istat. Jekk ghandek pajjiz fqir, tista’ inti titkellem fuq
id-drittijiet? L-ewwel ma trid taghmel hu li 1-pajjiz ma jibgax fqir;
inkella ghalxejn. Bniedem fl-Afrika, f’pajjiz fqir, u bniedem f’pajjiz
sinjur, nghidu li ghandhom l-istess drittijiet. Imma jekk 1-Istat ma jistax
jipprovdihulu, x’jista’ jaghmel?

Mela ghandek dinja iktar globalizzata. L-ewwel konna progress
f’terminu ta’ nazzjon; issa globalizzat. Issa 1-Knisja ged tirrifletti
wkoll mhux biss globalizzat ghaliex twessgha, imma twessgha anke
fiz-zmien.

L-ambjent: jekk il-progress qged ifisser 1i ahna qed nahlu l-ambjent li
ghandna l-lum, dan ifisser li ged -nisirqu l-generazzjonijiet ta’ warajna.
Dak li ahna writna hlejnihulhom u ta’ warajna se jkunu fqar. Il-progress
mhux awtomatiku; il-progress qatt mhu awtomatiku, qatt ma tista’ thallih
wahdu, izda jrid ikun f’idejn il-bniedem.

F’dan il-kontest, x’inhi l-persuna? L-ewwelnett, il-persuna hija hi
nnifisha u d-dinjita taghha trid tigi rispettata b’mod holistiku; it-tieni,
hija persuna li tghix gewwa familja — allura trid tipprovdi lill-persuna
I-possibiltajiet biex il-familja taghha ma tbatix f’dak li tkun trid biex
tghix; it-tielet hija ovvjament persuna li ged tghix f’komunita u allura
hu importanti dak 1i qed taghti.

Il-lum, anke fil-kontest tat-taghlim soc¢jali tal-Knisja, it-taxxi ghandhom
importanza differenti. Qabel it-taxxa konna pjuttost inqushom xi haga
mposta etc, waqt li I-lum t-taxxi huma l-mod kif il-bniedem li jahdem
ikun jista’ jghin anke lill-bniedem li ma jistax. It-taxxi ghandhom din
il-forma socjali; ghalhekk saret valutazzjoni morali differenti tat-taxxi.
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Il-kunsumizmu

Fil-kuntest ta’ l-istorja, nizzuhajr lil Alla, kien hemm ir-rivoluzzjonijiet
industrijali u r-rivozoluzzjonijiet 1i gew wara, ghax nizzuhajr lil Alla
ghamlu dinja iktar ghanja.

Nizzuhajr 1il Alla wkoll ghall-unions tal-haddiema li mbaghad taffew
it-tbatija li giet, kif ukoll giebu tant drittijiet.

Nahseb 1i I-lum ghandna sfida li forsi hija kbira hafna, li huwa I-
konsumizmu.

Qabel kellna zewg forom: l-ewwel kellna ‘tahdem biex tghix’,
imbaghad kellna ‘tghix biex tahdem’.

IlI-lum ghandna ‘tahdem biex tixtri’. Il-konsumizmu dan li ged igib;
li hemm din il-problema kbira ta’ konsumizmu.

Il-problema tal-konsumizmu mhux i tixtieq tixtri, imma li biex tixtri
inti ma tibqax kuntent b’li ghandek. Jista’ jkun dan kawza ta’ tant
skuntentizza li ged naraw?

Inpoggiha bhala sfida lil kulhadd — u nirringrazzjakom - forsi bil-ftit
taghna, tal-Knisja, u taghkom ukoll minn diversi ambjenti, naghmlu dinja

ftit ahjar, iktar tixraq lill-bniedem.

23 ta’ Frar 2007
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ITTRA PASTORALI GHAR-RANDAN 2007
mill-Arcisqof ta' Malta

L-ghazla tan-Nisrani

Gheziez uliedi, li ge:o: :Jdoe fit-tmexxija tieghi bhala Aréisqof
taghkom.
Intom ukoll huti fis-Sacerdozju Ministerjali u huti fil-Maghmudija.

Jiena gieghed niktbilkom ghall-ewwel darba minn mindu gejt mahtur
Arcisqof ta’ din 1-Arcidjocesi. F’din l-Ittra Pastorali xtaqt nagsam
maghkom dak li jien inhoss huma l-valuri l-iktar importanti ghal
zminijietna u li johorgu mill-Fidi taghna f’gesu’ Kristu. Dawn gew
mghoddijin lilna permezz tal-Knisja 1i huwa waqqaf.

Ahna geghdin f’'mument fejn kull nisrani jrid ifittex dak li jimmarkah
bhala nisrani, l-identita’ nisranija tieghu, fuq bazi personali. Dan huwa
importanti ghaliex din il-fidi taghna rridu nghixuha f’dinja li twassal
messaggi differenti minn dawk tat-twemmin taghna.

Inhajjar lil dawk l-insara li ghadhom qrib il-Knisja biss ghaliex ma
c¢ahdux il-fidi 1i r¢evew minghand il-genituri taghhom u ma kibrux fiha,
biex jidhlu iktar fil-fond fil-hbiberija mal-Mule;.

Inheggeg lil dawk l-insara li tbieghdu mill-Knisja ghaliex ihossu li dak
li réevew fil-fidi ma kienx gawwi bizzejjed biex jikkonvincihom jibgghu
fil-Knisja, biex jergghu jiskopru lil Sidna Gesii Kristu fil-Knisja.

Nitlob lil kull nisrani u bniedem ta’ rieda tajba biex jaghmel il-mistogsija
li kien ghamel San Pawl Missierna fil-Konverzjoni tieghu: ‘Min int, Mule;j?
Xi tridni naghmel, Mulej?” Bhal San Pawl, dawn il-mistogsijiet iridu
jkunu 1-bidu ta’ hbiberija gdida li twassal lil kulhadd lejn gharfien gdid
ta’ Kristu fil-Knisja permezz tal-Kelma ta’ Alla u ta’ I-Ewkaristija.
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Il-Bxara t-Tajba

Meta 1-Papa gwanni Pawlu t-Tieni gie Malta, huwa qalilna li I-Bxara
t-Tajba hi “Alla jhobbok!” hamsa u disghin fil-mija tal-Maltin qalu, fi
stharrig li sar, li jemmnu f*Alla. IZzda kemm minn dawn verament fittxew
u daqu din il-Bxara t-Tajba? Forsi xi whud hasbu li bizzejjed ma tichadx
lil Alla u tuzah biss meta jkollok bZzonnu.

Alla ma jitfixkilx, xorta jibga’ jhobbni, ghax ma jafx ma jhobbx.
Izda 1-imhabba ta’ Alla taghti frott tajjeb fina meta nilqghuha u tibda
taghmel bidla fina. Din hija I-vera mhabba f’kull relazzjoni, anki bejn
il-mizzewgin. Billi r-ragel jew il-mara thobbni, X differenza se taghmel
fija jekk nibga’ nabbuza biss b’din l-imhabba? X’differenza se taghmel
jekk il-fatt li nir¢ievi l-imhabba ta’ min ihobbni ma jibdilnix, hekk li
naghti lura l-imhabba li rcevejt? Ghalhekk il-Papa Benedittu Sittax kiteb
1-Enciklika tieghu ‘Deus Caritas Est’, (Alla huwu Mhabba) proprju biex
jispjegalna x’inhi 1-vera mhabba.

Huwa dan il-hsieb li xtaqt li nagsam maghkom f’din I-Ewwel Pastorali.
Kull wiehed minna hemm bZonn 1i jilga’ din l-offerta u sfida ta’ Alla li
dehret fi Kristu Gesl: “Kif tista’ tkun dagshekk xhih mieghi fil-hin, fl-
attenzjoni, fil-hsieb, fl-ghemil, fix-xiehda tieghek quddiem l-ohrajn, meta
jien bghattlek lil Ibni biex nikseb l-imhabba tieghek?’ :

Min jirrifjuta din l-offertata’ Alla biex ihallih ihobbu, ikun gieghed b’xi
mod, ukoll jekk ma jkunx qieghed jghidha bil-kliem, jichad id-differenza
kollha li jaghmel Gest fil-Fidi u fil-hajja taghna.

I1-Misteru ta’ 1-Ghid

Gesti ghallimna hafna fuq il-mod kif ihobbna Alla u kollha jfarrguna.
Izda l-aktar haga importanti li qalilna gesu’ kien 1i Alla 1-Missier ihobbna
b’imhabba ‘infinita’. Din il-kelma tfisser li I-imhabba li biha jhobbna
Alla hija ‘bla truf’, bla limiti. Dan ifisser li 1-anqas il-limiti 1i ngieghed
jien — ta’ dnub, ta’ aljenazzjoni, anki ta’ ¢ahda tieghu — ma jfixkluh milli
jkompli jhobbni. Dan narawh ghaliex jibqa’ jsejjahli u jigri warajja biex
nersaq lejh.
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Izda din il-kelma ‘infinita’, tfisser ukoll xi haga ikbar.

L-imhabba ta’ Alla, la hi verament ta’ Alla, ma tistax tkun ghal din
id-dinja biss. Ladarba Alla huwa etern, jibqa’ ghal dejjem, ma jistax
ihobbni ghal din id-dinja biss. Hu jkompli jhobbni anki meta jien intemm
hajti f’din id-dinja. Hu jibga’ jhobbni f’realta ohra, ghal dejjem.

L-ebda nisrani ma jkun gieghed jilga’ 1-Misteru kollu ta’ 1-imhabba
ta’ Alla I-Missier kif uriha gesu’ jekk ma jemminx li ghandu I-hajja ta’
dejjem.

Jekk jiena nersaq lejn Alla biex jghinni fil-htigijiet materjali biss, u
mhux biex jurini t-triq tal-hajja ta’ dejjem, gieghed naccetta parti wahda
biss mis-sbuhija tal-Ahbar it-Tajba ta’ Gesu.

Inkun ged naccetta dak biss li jghaddi mill-gharbiel tal-mohh tieghi, u
mhux dak li jghaddi mill-fidi. Jekk nisrani jghaddi l-hajja tieghu u gatt
ma jitlob lill-Mulej 1i jara wiccu, anki jekk jghix ghomor twil, ghadu
mhux ged jaccetta }-Bxara t-Tajba shiha.

Jiena nitlob lil kull nisrani biex ma jiddejjagx jahseb fuq din l-imhabba
u jitlobha. Irridu nemmnu li dak 1i ghad-dinja li ged nghixu fiha, huwa
‘bluba’, ghalina hija hafna importanti u relevanti, ghaliex hija I-hajja.
Dan il-hsieb ghandu jkun ghajn ta’ hafna ferh u paci ghal kull min
jidhol fih.

Dan tant huwa importanti ghal Alla I-Missier Ii baghat lil Ibnu fostna.
Hu gie jhabbrilna din il-Verita tas-Saltna ta’ dejjem li ghaliha kulhadd
huwa msejjah. U Gesil, kien lest li jhallas il-prezz tat-tbatija u l-mewt
li tajnieh ahna I-bnedmin biex dan isehh. Meta gheleb il-mewt billi gam
mill-mewt, ghamilha possibbli li ahna wkoll inqumu ghal dejjem.

Din hi l-verita 1i tferrah lil kull min jemmen. Minghajrha, il-
motivazzjoni biex nghixu hajja nisranija tkun dghajfa. Ghalhekk San Pawl
Missierna jghallimna li ahna nitghammdu u niehdu sehem fl-Ewkaristija
bhala tigdid fil-grazzja ta’ dan il-Misteru.
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Jiena nheggeg lil kull nisrani jaghmel riflessjoni ta’ spiss fuq din I-
imhabba, anki permezz tar-Ruzarju Mqaddes.

Nghixu 1-Qawmien

Il-hajja ta’ Ges kienet taghlima kif se naslu ghal din is-Saltna. Is-Saltna
hija Saltna ta’ Alla li hu Tajjeb. Ghalhekk, in-nisrani jrid jaghzel bejn
it-tajjeb u I-hazin u jghix it-tajjeb u jisghobih mill-hazin. Gesi heggigna
biex naghmlu dan meta galilna biex nahznu tezori fis-Sema.

Ahna nghixu dan il-Misteru ta’ 1-Ghid kull darba li nbiddlu xi haga
hazina f’xi haga tajba. Jiena nixtieq li nipproponi xi ghemejjel li nistghu
naghmlu tul dan ir-Randan, biex il-hajja taghna tkun dejjem iktar xiehda li
nemmnu f’dan il-misteru: 1i taht kull haga li tidher ‘mewt” hemm Zerriegha
ta’ hajja lesta li tinbet jekk xi hadd jiehu l-impenn 1i jizraghha.

Dan jigri kull darba li nbiddel il-vojt 1i jkolli fil-hin tieghi f’mumenti
ta’ talb jew ghajnuna lill-ohrajn.

Dan jigri kull darba 1i nbiddel tentazzjoni ta’ infedeltd fiz-zwieg
f’iktar imhabba lejn ir-ragel jew il-mara tieghi; meta naqta’ relazzjoni ta’
hbiberija li tista’ tgieghed f’periklu I-familja tieghi; kull darba li nbiddel
il-mewt tat-tgergir u nuqgas ta’ attenzjoni fiz-zwieg u l-familja tieghi
f’espressjoni ta’ mhabba u attenzjoni.

Dan jigri kull darba li nbiddel id-dnub tieghi f’soghba u mahfra
quddiem Alla; kull darba li nbiddel kelma li toffendi lil Alla f’tifhir
lilu; kull darba li nisfida dak li qieghed ixekkilni f’hajti u fil-hajja ta’
madwari — xorb zejjed, loghob ta’ flus, droga, infedeltad — fi sforz biex
infittex 1-ghajnuna.

Dan jigri kull darba li nbiddel il-hsieb li nisfrutta lill-haddiema jew il-

klijenti f’rispett lejhom; kull darba li jiena, haddiem jew klijent, naghmel
id-dmirijiet tieghi b’gustizzja u onesta.
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Dan jigri kull darba li nbiddel rabja, mibeghda u wegghat f’mahfra;
kull darba li nkun mezz biex titwitta kull firda — fil-familja, fil-festi, fil-
politika — u nahdem ghal rikoné¢iljazzjoni.

Dan jigri kull darba li nbiddel il-faqar ta’ persuna ohra, kull pregudizzju
ta’ razza, jew religjon jew gilda, f’okkazjoni li nghin lil haddiehor.

~ Dan jigri kull darba 1i nghix il-mard jew it-tbatija tieghi {’ghagda ma’
Gesn i jbati u 1-ohrajn li jbatu; i ntaffi 1-biza’ tal-mewt f’tama tal-hajja
ta’ dejjem.
L-ezempju ta’ Marija
Sidtna Marija hekk ghamlet. Hija ghexet it-tbatija u l-mewt ta’ Binha
Gesit b’hafna dieqa. Izda fl-Atti ta’ 1-Appostli naraw 1i hija biddlet dan
f’Qawmien ghax minflok ma nghalget fiha nfisha, marret titlob mad-
dixxipli ta’ Binha, biex ihejju ghall-migja ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu fughom.
Fuq l-ezempju tal-Madonna qgieghed nafdalkom din il-missjoni tul
dan ir-Randan. Jalla dan kollu jsibna lesti biex niccelebraw il-gimgha
Mqaddsa b’dan l-ispirtu li jbiddlilna 1-kwalita ta’ hajja taghna.
Naghtikom il-barka pastorali tieghi b’rahan ta’ kull gid mis-sema.

L-Erbgha tar-Rmied, 21 ta’ Frar 2007.

FHPawlu Cremona O.P.
Arcisqof ta’ Malta
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Cirkulari Numru 1

Talb ghax-xita

Peress 1i gqieghed jinhass nuqqas ta’ xita, u sakemm jibqa’ jinhass dan
in-nuqqas, minn meta tasal din i¢-Cirkolari fit-Talba tal-Fidili fil-quddies
ghandha tibda tinghad l-invokazzjoni “Aghtina, Mulej, xita fejjieda
f’waqtha, biex artna ma ¢¢ahhadniex mill-frott taghha.”

Mahruga mill-Kurja Arciveskovili ta’ Malta, Floriana, illum 5 ta’
Frar 2007.

HAnnetto Depasquale . Mons. Carmelo Zammit
Isqof tit. ta’ Aradi, Vigarju Generali Kancellier
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Cirkulari Numru 2

Kongistorju ghall-Kanonizzazzjoni tal-Beatu Gorg Preca

Mons. Arcisqof ghandu l-pacir ihabbar li 1-Qdusija Tieghu 1-Papa
Benedittu XVI ghogbu jsejjah Koncistorju tal-Kardinali biex jesprimu 1-
parir taghhom dwar il-kanonizzazzjoni ta’ hames beati, fosthom il-Beatu
Gorg Preca, sacerdot djocesan Malti, fundatur tas-Socjetd ghad-Duttrina
Nisranija, MUSEUM.

Fil-jum tal-Kon¢istorju, nhar il-Gimgha 23 ta’ Frar 2007, Mons.
Arcisqof jordna li fil-knejjes kollha tindaqq mota ta’ kwarta fi-12.00 pm
u li filghaxija jinxteghlu I-faccati tal-knejjes.

Mons. Arcisqof ged jaghti permess lis-sacerdoti biex nhar 'il-Gimgha
23 ta’ Frar ikunu jistghu jqaddsu 1-Quddiesa votiva tal-Beatu Gorg Preca
(li tintuza fil-memorja liturgika tad-9 ta’ Mejju).

Xieraq li I-Hamis 22 ta’ Frar jew il-Gimgha 23 ta’ Frar issir adorazzjoni
b’ringrazzjament lil Alla u li fiha jintuza talb tal-Beatu Gorg Preca.

Fil-waqt 1i nirringrazzjaw 1il Mulej ta’ dan is-sinjal tant qawWi ta’
l-imhabba tieghu ghalina, inheggu lill-poplu Malti kollu biex ikompli
jithejja ghall-kanonizzazzjoni ta’ Dun Gorg bi spirtu ta’ fidi u ghaqda.

Mahruga mill-Kurja Ar¢iveskovili ta’ Malta, Floriana, illam 19 ta’

Frar 2007.

FHAnnetto Depasquale Mons. Carmel Zammit
Isqof tit. ta’ Aradi, Vigarju Generali Kancelllier
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Kummissjoni Djoéesana Gustizzja u Paéi: Dokument
b'riflessjonijiet dwar Gustizzja Socjali

DJAR U HWEJJEG OHRA LI GHANDHOM X'JAQSMU
Dahla

F’wiehed mid-dokumenti tieghu “Djakonija u Gustizzja” (DG para
36) is-Sinodu Dijocesan (1999-2003), emfasizza I-htiega ta’ l-istrutturar
tal-Kummissjoni ghall-Gustizzja u 1-Paci.

L-ghanijiet ewlenin tal-Kummissjoni ghall-Gustizzja u 1-Pa¢i huma
dawk li tnissel gharfien tat-Taghlim Socjali tal-Knisja billi tistudja u
tlagqa’ l-implikazzjonijiet ekonomici, socjali u legizlattivi li jsiru mal-
gustizzja socjali fl-interess tad-dinjita tal-bniedem u tal-gid komuni.

Id-dokument qged jipproponi riflessjonijiet dwar argumenti li jintgiesu
krucjali biex tinkiseb il-vera gustizzja. Dawn l-argumenti jinkludu fost
ohrajn: il-politika, ix-xoghol, l-edukazzjoni, is-sahha, is-sistema tal-
welfer, id-djar, l-ambjent, ir-refugjati u I-immigranti (DG para 14-21).

Ghalhekk, il-Kummissjoni ged tghid kif tahsibha f’dan id-dokument
dwar kemm ged tqum il-proprjetd u x’acéess hemm ghad-djar, 1-
implikazzjonijiet fuq self ghax xiri ta’djar biz-zieda li ghamel il-
Bank Centrali fir-rata bazi ghas-self ‘central intervention rate’ u xi
riflessjonijiet ohra dwar dawn l-argumenti mill-aspett ta’ gustizzja soc¢jali
mibnija fuq il-Kompendju tat-Taghlim Socjali tal-Knisja kif ukoll fuq
ic-‘Charter’ propost ta’ I-Unjoni Ewropea “Housing and the European
Cohesion Policy”.

II-Kummissjoni tawgura li l-kummenti u r-riflessjonijiet taghha
jintlaqghu fl-ispirtu ta’ promozzjoni u tkattir tal-gustizzja socjali fuq
bazi kollettiva u ma jintuzawx bhala arma biex jippromwovu l-interess
personali u l-politika partigana.
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KEMM TQUM IL-PROPRJETA U L-ACCESS GHAD-DJAR
Rapport dwar il-qaghda ta’ l-Industrija tal-Bini

I1-Kunsill Konsultattiv ta’ I-Industrija tal-Bini (BICC) ghadu kemm
hareg rapport dwar il-qaghda ta’ I-industrija tal-bini ghall-2005 “State of
the Construction Industry Report 2005’ fejn il-punti ewlenin jirrifiettu
fuq iz-zieda fil-prezzijiet tat-tip ta’ proprjeta li normalment, b’sagrificcju
kbir, hija accessibli ghal koppji Zghazagh. ‘

Skond dan ir-rapport, il-medja fil-prezz tal-kuntratti ghal appartamenti
matul 1-2005 zdiedet 20.34% wara z-zieda medja 1-ohra li kien hemm fl-
2004 ta’16.6% fuq dik ta’ 1-2003. Din it-tendenza ‘1 fuq insibuha riflessa
wkoll fl-ewwel kwart ta’ din is-sena meta l-istima ta’ kemm iqum il-bini
kompliet tizdied bi 11.5% ohra.

Dan ifisser li 1-medja mhallta ta’ kemm qamu l-appartamenti minn
Jannar 2004 s’issa, stmata li zdiedet b’ 56.5%.

Il-medja tal-prezzijiet tal-kuntratti ghal maisonettes matul 1-2005,
dejjem skond dan ir-rapport, zdiedet b’ 15.32% meta mqabbla mal-
prezzijiet ta’ 1-2004. Bhala medja, il-prezzijiet ghall-2004 stmati li kienu
17.49% oghla mill-prezzijiet f1-2003. Huwa stmat ukoll li 1-medja fil-
prezzijiet tal-kuntratti fl-ewwel kwart tas-sena 2006 Zdiedet b’ 9.67%
meta tqabbilha ma’ l-istess perijdou fl-2005.

Dan ifisser 1i minn Jannar 2004 1-prezz imhallat tal-maisonettes zdied
b’ 48.6%.

L-informazzjoni fir-rapport mibnija fuq dik mahruga mill-Ufficcju
Nazzjonali ta’ 1-Istatistika (NSO) News Releases fuq prezzijiet ta’
proprjetd, il-prezz medju tal-proprjeta kif rappurtat mill- Bank Centrali
ta’ Malta (CBM) fir-rivisti taghhom ta’ kull tliet xhur u, l-informazzjoni
moghtija minn wiehed mill-agenti ewlenin tal-bini dwar il-prezzijiet tal-
proprjeta mqassma f’dawk ta’ kategorija gholja u li ghandhom numru
ta’ kmamar tas-sodda.
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Dawn l-istatisti¢ci msemmija ga sar dibattitu dwarhom fil-pubbliku u
fl-istampa, u jidher car li ma hemmx gbil dwar ir-rata ta’ inflazzjoni reali
tal-proprjeta, minkejja l-istatisti¢i officjali 1i hargu.

Madankollu, tista’ tghid kulhadd jagbel li I-prezzijiet ta’l-appartamenti
u tal-maisonettes zdiedu b’rata li tista’ tvarja bejn i1-5% u t-30% skond
it-tip ta’ proprjeta, il-kwalitd u n-numru ta’ kmamar tas-sodda kif ukoll
fejn tkun gieghda l-istess proprjeta.

Kemm tqum il-proprjeta u r-ragunijiet inflazzjonarji mohbija

Jidher ¢ar ukoll mill-istatistika, mir-reklamar tal-proprjeta u mill-fuljetti
dwar il-proprjeta li johorgu l-agenti tad-djar, 1i fi-2005 1-prezz medju ta’
appartament bi tlitt ikmamar tas-sodda u maisonette bi tlitt ikmamar
tas-sodda, kienu jqumu bejn wiehed u iehor Lm55,000 u Lm68,000
rispettivament. Dawn il-prezzijiet issibhom ukoll konfermati fit-tabelli
3.3 u 3.4 tar-rapport.

Ghalhekk, xieraq li wiehed jemfasizza, u dan johrog ¢ar miz-zjarat fuq
il-post, 1i d-dags ta’ l-appartamenti u tal-maisonettes matul dawn l-ahhar
tliet snin generalment wera xejra ta’ tingis fil-firxa ta’ 1-art mibnija (id-daqs
tal-binja) irrispettivament jekk kienx klassifikat bi tlitt ikmamar, u dan
meta tgis kollox, jurik Zieda relattivament oghla fil-prezz tal-proprjeta.

II-Kummissjoni mhassba hafna wkoll dwar id-drawwa ta’ llum fejn
minbarra l-agent ewlieni kuntrattat tad-djar, numru ta’ individwi/
konsorzja ohra jindahlu bil-jedd tas-sostituzzjoni, bhala sensala fil-katina
tal-ftehim dwar proprjeta. Din id-drawwa kultant twassal ghal sitwazzjoni
fejnil-proprjetali ged tinbiegh tibdel I-idejn bosta drabi fl-istadji tal-bejgh/
twaqqigh/zvilupp tal-bini, qabel ma tasal f’idejn il-proprjetarju ahhari 1i
jkun xtara il-proprjeta biex jghammar fiha. Din il-prattikka spekulattiva
ged tghin biex tinholoq inflazzjoni artificjali fil-prezz tal-proprjeta li mhux
facli tikkalkulaha sewwa..

Il-fatt 1i I-proprjeta, il-bicca kbira djar jew maisonettes, qed titwaqqa’

gabel ma jghaddu ghaxar snin minn mindu tkun inbniet, huwa aspett
iehor li ged iwassal ghal prezz inflazzjonarju ghaliex ged jintilef il-prezz
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tal-materjal uzat fit-titligh tal-bini bid-dekorazzjonijiet kollha mehtiega
ghall-proprjeta. Dan hu wkoll hala ta’ rizorsi u pressjoni bla htiega fuq
l-ekonomija Maltija, bla ma jinholoq il-valur mizjud fl-izbilan¢ dejjem
jizdied ta’ l-importazzjoni u l-esportazzjoni.

L-ghazla tas-self ghad-dar u l-impatt fuq id-dhul

[I-Kummissjoni mhassba dwar il-parti I-kbira tal-koppji zghazagh
meqjusa bhala grupp tan-nofs f’dak 1i hu dhul, li jridu bilfors jirrikorru
ghal self biex jixtru darhom ta’ 80% ta’ kemm tqum il-proprjeta
msemmija fuq, i ghal appartament titla’ Lm40,000 u ghal maisonette
Lm55,000. Il-hlas ta’ dan is-self fuq perijodu ta’ zmien ta’ 35 sena
jtalla’ hlas annwali ta’ Lm?2,352 u Lm3,228. Mhux biss imma ma’ dan
iridu jizdiedu l-ispejjez annwali ta’ l-inxjurans fuq il-hajja u l-proprjeta
li flimkien jistghu itellghu somma ohra ta’ Lm150 fis-sena.

Ir-rata ta’ inflazzjoni fuq il-prezzijiet tal-proprjeta, ukoll jekk mibnija
fuq il-minimu ta’7%, hija zgur wisq iktar mid-dhul medju li jizdiedu bih
il-pagi u s-salarji u allura il-koppji Zzghazagh 1i jidhlu fis-suq tal-proprjeta
ghall-ewwel darba iridu jieklu aktar minn gewwa biex jiffinanzjaw is-
self fuq il-bini.

Tajjeb wiehed jiehu ezempju ta’ koppja li taghzel tkun intaxxata
flimkien u tagla’ bejn it-tnejn Lm10,000. It-taxxa fuq dan id-dhul titla’
ghal Lm1,025 u l-kontribuzzjoni ta’ I-Inxjurans Nazzjonali ghal Lm1,000
(10% tad-dhul) 1i thallilhom dhul disponibbli ta Lm7,975. Ejja nghidu 1i
1-koppja li trid thallas fis-sena Lm2,352 u Lm3,228 fuq self ta’ 35 sena
ta’ Lm40,000 u Lm55,000 rispettivament kif ukoll Lm150 ghal hlas tal-
primjums ta’ inxjurans, dan ihallilhom f’idejhom Lm5,473 u Lm4,597
biex jghixu bihom ghal sena jew ahjar Lm456 u Lm383 fix-xahar. Din
il-qaghda titlob il-mistogsija: il-proprjeta f’suq miftuh tista’ tintlahaq
minn koppja bi dhul fis-sena ta’ Lm10,000?

L-ghazla tar-Renta

Ghazla biex wiehed ikun jista’ jakkwista dar tista’ tkun, f’Cirkostanzi
ideali, il-kiri ta’ proprjetd. Madankollu, il-prezz inflazzjonarju tal-
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proprjeta ma jhallihiex aktar possibbli ghal koppji Zghazagh biex jaghmlu
din 1-ghazla.

In fatti, kieku wiehed kellu jdahhal 3.5% fuq l-ispejjez ta’ appartament
ta’ (Lm55,000) u maisonette ta’ (Lm68,000) msemmija fuq, il-kera
kienet titla’ ghal Lm1,925 u Lm2,380 fis-sena — ammonti li Zgur huma
wisq aktar minn dak Ii jista’ jhallas min ged idahhal paga medja. Din
hi raguni ohra ghala koppji zghazagh jippreferu jaghzlu 1i jitghabbew
bil-piz ta’ l-ghazla tax-xiri.

F’dan il-kaz, il-hlas fis-sena ta’ Lm1,925 u ta’ Lm2,380 jaghti lill-
koppji access ghal-self ghad-dar ta’ Lm33,000 u ta’ Lm40,000 b’rata
ta’ interessi ta’ 4.75% fis-sena ghal penJodu ta’ 35 sena — zgur li ahjar
I-ghazla tax-xiri milli tal-kera.

Dan juri ¢ar sewwa l-importanza u l-urgenza biex isir tibdil serju fil-
ligijiet li jezistu dwar il-kera, bil-hsieb li johorgu fis-suq dawk id-djar vojta
u jintuzaw ghal skopijiet ta’ kiri. Ta’ min jemfasizza li t-tibdil fil-ligijiet
tal-kera 1i kienu prezentati fil-Parlament, ged jitolbu r-responsabbilta ta’
gbil unanimu miz-zew§g partiti politi¢i u I-imsiehba socjali fl-interess tal-
gustizzja socjali ghal dawk li genwinament iridu jikru, kif ukoll ekwita
komuni mal-proprjetarji ta’ dawn id-djar vojta li issa ilhom ghal wisq
zmien twil im¢ahhda milli jdahhlu xi haga minnhom u/jew idahhlu kera
xierqa.

Naturalment, ir-revizjoni tal-ligi dwar il-kera wehidha mhix ser issolvi
problema ghal kollox, u allura wiehed irid jahseb biex jintroduci mizuri
biex jikkontrollaw l-ispekulazzjoni u mizuri biex jizdiedu 1- beneﬁc;arjl
ta’ skemi implimentati mill-Awtorita tad-Djar.

Indhil ¢entrali fiz-zieda tar-rata

Dan l-ahhar il-Bank Centrali ta’ Malta, li hu responsabbli ghal politika
monetarja, zied ir-rata bazika ta’ interessi b’ 0.25% (25 punt baziku).

Filwaqt li huwa d-dmir tal-Bank Centrali ta’ Malta li jindahal fil-
politika monetarja f’livell makro-ekonomiku, irridu bilfors, fl-interess
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socjali tal-gustizzja, nuru l-implikazzjonijiet li zieda bhal din ikollha
fuq koppji mizzewgin u koppji zghazagh li ga ged jithabtu biex ilahhqu
mal-hlasijiet tas-self fuq il-proprjeta residenzjali taghhom.

Ghalhekk, wiehed irid jghid li l-ispiza mizjuda bl-interessi bhala rizultat
ta’ zieda ta’ 0.25% twassal ghal medja ta’ hlas ta’ interessi fis-sena ta’
Lm100 fuq self ta’ Lm40,000 u ta’ Lm137 fuq self ta’ Lm55,000. -

Minbarra li din l-ispiza Zejda kompliet tissikka d-diffikultajiet
finanzjarji tal-koppji zghazagh, tqieset ukoll skond il-fondi tal-familji
zghazagh li dalwaqt se jkollhom jahsbu biex jipprovdu ghall-gejjieni
bil-pilastri tal-pensjonijiet, li minghajrhom il-livell ta’ l-ghajxien meta
jirtiraw ma jkunx sostenibbli.

Xi riflessjonijiet mill-aspett tal-hajja so¢jali

Proprjeta u djar- Fit-II Kapitlu tal-Kompendju tat-Taghlim Socjali
tal-Knisja taht l-isem ta’ ‘Il-Prinéipju tal-Gid komuni’ insibu 1i “il-
principju tal-Gid komuni li mieghu ghandna nirrelataw kull aspett tal-
hajja socjali, jekk tabilhaqq irridu niehdu t-tifsir kollu tieghu, johirog
mid-dinjita, l-unita u l-ugwaljanza tal-popli kollha” (Nru 164).

“Il-htigiet tal-gid komuni ghandhom x’jaqsmu mal-provvediment tas-
sevizzi essenzjali lil kulhiadd, Ui xi whud minnhom huma wkoll fl-istess
hin drittijiet umani: fost l-ofirajn, id-djar” (Nru 166).

Id-Dokument propost ta’ 1-Unjoni ewropea ‘Id-Djar u l-Politika
Ewropea ta’ Ghaqda’ jghid 1i “kull persuna li gieghda fit-territorju ta’
1-Unjoni Ewropea ghandha 1-jedd 1i tghix hajja b’sahhitha, decenti u li
jkollha post fejn toqghod li tiflah ghalih u li tibbenefika minn ghajnuna
li jista’ jkun hemm ghad-djar biex ikollha garanzija li tista’ tghix b’mod
dinjituz skond it-tradizzjoni kostituzzjonali ta’ 1-Istati Membri” (artiklu
1.2). Barra minn dan, “ ghandu jkun hemm glieda kontra d-drawwiet
spekulattivi fis-suq tad-djar minhabba l-impatt negattiv fuq l-istabbilta
tas-swieq kapitali” (artiklu 3.3).

[I-Kummissjoni ghall-Gustizzja u 1-Pa¢i mhassba hafna dwar id-
drawwiet spekulattivi endemici u bla kontroll li hemm fis-suq tal-proprjeta
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u tixtieq tigbed l-attenzjoni ta’ dawk li ghandhom sehem fihom, politiku
u /jew socjali, biex igisu din il-problema bhala prijorita assoluta billi
jiehdu immedjatament passi flimkien jekk verament jemmnu li I-inkluZjoni
soc¢jali u l-ghajxien sostenibbli fil-hajja mibnija fuq is-sies tal-familja
bhala kontributur ewlieni ta’ socjeta b’sahhitha.

II-Kummissjoni temfasizza li ghajxien sostenibbli u tabilhaqq kontra
I-fagar ma jistax ihalli barra d-djar mill-aspetti kollettivi tal-gid komuni,
li jinkludi wkoll il-jedd ghax-xoghol, ghall-ikel, ghall-edukazzjoni u
ghas-sahha.

Godfrey Leone Ganado

President )
Kummissjoni Djocesana ghall-Gustizzja u I-Paéi
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STQARRIJIET OHRA MILL-KURJA
Stemma ta' Mons. Arcisqof Pawl Cremona O.P.

Qed tigi ppubblikata l-istemma ta’ Mons. Arcisqof Pawl Cremona
OP.

L-istemma tirrapprezenta l-kunjomijiet ta’ missier u omm Mons.
Cremona (ahmar Cremona, u blu Cauchi); l-arma ta’ 1-Ordni Dumnikan
(kappa sewda fuq abitu abjad); il-palju abjad bi slaleb suwed, li hu s-
sinjal tradizzjonali tal-grad u l-awtorita ta’ Arc¢isqof Metropolita li I-Papa
jaghti kull sena lill-Isqfijiet il-godda nhar id-29 ta’ Gunju, Festa ta’ San
Pietru u San Pawl.

L-istemma fiha wkoll il-kappell ekklezjastiku (ahdar) u ghaxart
igmiemen fuq kull naha, li juru l-grad ta’ Arcisqof. Fuq wara jidhru
wkoll is-Salib ta’ Malta, li jindika minn liema pajjiz hija I-persuna ta’
I-Ar¢isqof, u s-salib maghruf bhala “Is-Salib Patrijarkali” jew “Is-Salib
Arcipeskopali”.

Taht nett hemm il-motto ta’ Mons. Arc¢isqof Cremona, “Hejju t-triq
ghall-Mulej.”

09 ta Jannar 2007
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Quddiesa ta' Radd il-Hajr
f'gheluq is-Servizz ta' 1-Arcisqof Mercieca

[I-Quddiesa ta’ Radd il-Hajr li Mons. Aréisqof Guzeppi Mercieca se
jiccelebra f’gheluq is-servizz tieghu bhala Aréisqof ta’ Malta se ssir nhar
il-Hamis, 18 ta’ Jannar 2007, fil-KonKattidral ta’ San Gwann, fis-6.30
p.m.

Originarjament din il-Quddiesa kienet se tigi ¢¢elebrata nhar il-Gimgha,
19 ta’ Jannar. Din id-data kellha tinbidel minhabba mpenn li Mons.
Arcisqof Mercieca se jkollu f’Ruma.

IlI-Kumitat Organizzattiv ta’ din il-Quddiesa ta’ Radd il-Hajr ihabbar
ukoll li ghal din il-Quddiesa mhumiex se jinhargu inviti.

II-Kumitat javza wkoll li fil-KonKattidral ta’ San Gwann se jkun hemm
aktar siggijiet mis-soltu, se jitqgeghdu monitors li fughom wiehed ikun
jista’ jsegwi ahjar ic-Celebrazzjoni f’Certi postijiet fil-knisja stess, u se
jkun hemm screens kbar barra I-KonKattidral.

02 ta’ Jannar 2007

96



STQARRIJIET OHRA MILL-KURJA

Kappillan Gdid fil-Kalkara

Mons. Aréisqof Guzeppi Mercieca nnomina lil Dun Anton Galea
Scannura bhala Kappillan tal-Parrocéa tal-Kalkara.

Dun Anton Galea Scannura twieled Birzebbuga fis-17 ta’ Lulju 1973
u gie ordnat sacerdot fis-26 ta’ Gunju 1998.

Wara li sar sacerdot, Dun Anton ta servizz pastorali fil-Parrocci tal-
Kun¢izzjoni, il-Hamrun u ta’ San Giljan. Ta wkoll servizz bhala Vi¢i-

Parroku u }iianonku fil-Parro¢ca ta’ Bormla.

05 ta’ Jannur 2007
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II-Kongregazzjoni tal-Kawzi tal-Qaddisin tapprova l-miraklu
ghall-kanonizzazzjoni tal-Beatu Gorg Preca

II-Kardinali u I-Isqfijiet membri tal-Kongregazzjoni tal-Kawzi tal-
Qaddisin approvaw il-miraklu li ghandu jwassal biex il-Beatu Gorg Preca
jigi kanonizzat.

I-Kardinali u I-Isqfijiet tal-Kongregazzjoni tal-Kawzi tal-Qaddisin
hadu d-dec¢izjoni taghhom wara diskussjoni f’laqgha li saret nhar it-Tlieta,
9 ta’ Jannar 2007, fil-Palazz Apostoliku gewwa l-Vatikan. Il-membri
tal-Kongregazzjoni ltaqghu taht it-tmexxija tal-Kardinal Josu Saraiva
Martins.

Wara l-laggha, il-Kongregazzjoni nfurmat lill-Postulatur tal-Kawza,
Mons Charles J. Scicluna, li d-decizjoni kienet pozittiva. Mons. Scicluna
nforma immedjatament lil Mons Aréisqof Guzeppi Mercieca, lil Mons.
Pawlu Cremona O.P., Ar¢isqof- Elett, u lis-Superjuri Generali tas-Socjeta
tad-Duttrina Nisranija.

Fix-xhur 1i gejjin, il-Kongregazzjoni thejji digriet dwar il-mirakiu u
tressqu ghall-approvazzjoni tal-Qdusija Tieghu 1-Papa.

F’kull kaz ta’ kanonizazzjoni, il-Papa jitlob il-parir tal-Kardinali kollha
residenti f’Ruma, migbura f’Koncistorju. Ladarba jkun hemm parir
favorevoli min-naha tal-Kardinali, allura mbaghad tkun iffissata d-data
tal-kanonizazzjoni ta’ Dun Gorg Preca.

Fejqan ta’ tarbija
Il-miraklu li sehh bl-interéessjoni tal-Beatu Gorg Preca jmur lura ghal
Lulju 2001, xahrejn wara li Dun Gorg Preca gie iddikjarat Beatu mill-Papa

Gwanni Pawlu II, waqt it-tieni zjara pastorali li ghamel f’pajjizna.

I-kaz hu ta’ tarbija ckejkna li, ftit jiem wara li twieldet, zviluppat
kumplikazzjonijiet fil-fwied. It-tarbija ttiehdet 1-Isptar San Luqa fejn giet
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ezaminata u nghatat attenzjoni minn pedjatri¢i Maltin. Madankollu, il-
kundizzjoni taghha marret mill-hazin ghall-aghar. Dan wassal biex it-tarbija
tittiehdet £’King’s College Hospital, Londra ghal aktar kura specjalizzata.

F1-14 ta’ Lulju, it-tobba u l-ispecjalisti dde¢idew li I-unika tama biex
it-tarbija ssalva kienet li tinghata fwied gdid. Wara li kienet iffissata
data ghall-operazzjoni, instab 1i 1-fwied 1i kien se jinghata lit-tarbija ma
kienx jagbel maghha.

Kien f’dawn il-granet ta’ qtigh il-qalb li sar talb herqan bl-intercessjoni
ta’ Dun Gorg Preca, u sahansitra tqeghdet fuq it-tarbija ngwanta 1i kienet
intuzat waqt l-ezumazzjoni tal-Beatu.

F1-20 ta’ Lulju, il-kundizzjoni tat-tarbija qalbet ghall-ahjar, u 1-fwied
taghha beda jiffunzjona mill-gdid. Erbat ijiem wara, it-tobba ddecidew
li t-tarbija ma kellhiex aktar bzonn it-trapjant tal-fwied. It-tarbija I-lum
ghandha hames snin, u hi b’sahhitha.

F’Lulju 2002, sena wara l-fejqan, it-Tribunal Ekklezjastiku ta’ 1-
Arcidjocesi ta’ Malta, taht it-tmexxija ta’ Mons Arthur Said Pullicino,
ta bidu ghall-Process Djocesan biex jistudja I-kaz u jara jekk ghandux
ikun ipprezentat lill-Kongregazzjoni tal-Kawzi tal-Qaddisin.

Fl-elaborazzjoni tal-kaz, it-Tribunal sema’ ghadd ta’ xhieda, meghjun
mill-esperti medi¢i Dr Alfred Caruana Galizia u Dr Simon Attard
Montalto. Fost ohrajn, it-Tribunal sema’ wkoll ix-xiehda ta’ Profs. Dr
Anil Dhawan minn King’s College Hospital, 1i kkonferma li ma kien
hemm ebda spjegazzjoni xjentifika ghall-fejgan tat-tarbija.

I-Pro¢ess Djocesan inghalaq uffi¢jalment is-Sibt, 19 ta’ Gunju 2004,
waqt koncelebrazzjoni 1i saret fil-KonKattidral ta’ San Gwann, il-Belt.
Wagqt il-koncelebrazzjoni, Mons Guzeppi Mercieca ffirma d-dokumenti
tal-kaz, flimkien mal-membri tat-Tribunal Ekklezjastiku. Dawn id-
dokumenti kienu ssigillati u ntbaghtu Ruma.

Fis-17 ta’ Dicembru 2004, il-Kongregazzjoni tal-Kawzi tal-Qaddisin
iddecidiet li l-process li sar Malta kien validu. It-tobba esperti tal-
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Kongregazzjoni taw il-pariri pozittiv taghhom waqt il-Konsulta Medika
tat-23 ta’ Frar 2006. II-Kungress tat-Teologi ddiskuta 1-kaz nhar it-30 ta’
Ottubru 2006. It-teologi tal-Kongregazzjoni esprimew il-parir favorevoli
taghhom. Id-dokumentazzjoni kollha giet imressqa ghall-istudju u d-
diskussjoni tal-Kardinali u I-Isqfijiet 1i taw il-verdett pozittiv taghhom
nhar id-9 ta’ Jannar 2007.

10 ta’ Jannar 2007
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I1-Kappillani jiddiskutu 1-Missjoni taghhom bhala Rghajja

II-Kappillani Maltin bejn is-16 u t-18 ta’ Jannar 2007 se jingabru f’live
in fis-Seminarju ta’ 1-Arc¢isqof, tal-Virtu’, Rabat, ghal riflessjoni annwali
li din id-darba se tiffoka fuq it-tema “Rghajja skond qalbi”.

Fl-ewwel jum tal-live in, Fr. Arthur Vella SJ. se jitkellem fuq il-
Kappillan bhala l-bniedem ta’ Alla. Il-programm tal-gurnata jinkludi
Quddiesa li se titmexxa minn Mons. Arcisqof-Elett Pawl Cremona O.P.,
fl-4.00 p.m. Wara -Quddiesa, Dun Frans Abdilla jirtkellem dwar il-
kappillan bhala animatur spiritwali.

Fit-tieni jum tal-laqghat, Dun Anton Gouder, Rettur tas-Seminarju,
jitkellem dwar il-kappillan fir-relazzjoni tieghu mal-Isqof, mal-Kurja, ma’
1-Unita’ Pastorali u mas-sacerdoti. Mons. Arc¢isqof Guzeppi Mercieca
jmexxi Quddiesa, f-4.00 p.m. Wara 1-Quddiesa, is-Sinjuri André u
Sonia Camilleri, u s-Sur Sammy Borg, jitkellmu dwar il-Kappillan
f’kollaborazzjoni mal-lajci.

Fit-tielet u l-ahhar jum tal-live in, Mons. Victor Grech, Dr. Anna Vella
u s-Sur Matthew Agius jitkellmu dwar il-Kappillani u r-relazzjonijiet ma’
I-imbeghdin u l-imwarrbin.

Il-live in jinghalaq bic-celebrazzjoni tal-Quddiesa.

Il-programm tal-live in jinkludi laqghat ta’ diskussjoni fi gruppi zghar,
barra dawk fil-grupp kollu.

12 ta’ Jannar 2007
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Tliet tined kbar ghall-Funzjonijiet ta' 1-Ordinazzjoni Episkopali

Ghall-funzjonijiet ta’ nhar il-Hamis u 1-Gimgha, 25 u 26 ta’ Jannar
2006, fl-okkazjoni ta’ I-Ordinazzjoni Episkopali ta’ Mons. Ar¢isqof Pawl
Cremona O.P., se jkun hemm tliet tined kbar ghan-nies li ma jkunx hemm
post ghalihom fil-Kattidral u fil-KonKattidral.

Tinda 1i se jkun hemm quddiem il-Kattidral ta’ I-Imdina fl-okkazjoni
tal-Velja ta’ Talb ta’ nhar il-Hamis 1i gej, jigifieri lejlet 1-Ordinazzjoni
Episkopali u 1-jum li fih Mons. Cremona ji¢celebra gheluq il-61 sena
tieghu, se tkun takkomoda 900 ruh bilgeghda.

Ghal Jum 1-Ordinazzjoni se jkun hemm Zewg tined fil-belt Valletta.
Tinda minnhom se tkun quddiem il-KonKattidral. Din tista’ takkomoda
864 persuna bilgeghda. Id-dhul ghal din it-tinda jkun bil-biljett, bhalma
se jkun id-dhul ghall-KonKattidral. Tinda ohra se tkun quddiem il-Palazz
tal-President. Din takkomoda 2500 persuna bilgeghda. Id-dhul f’din it-
tinda se jkun minghajr biljett.

Fit-tliet tined se jkun hemm screens kbar, jitqgassmu l-istess kotba li
jitqassmu fil-knisja, u jkun hemm animatur biex jghin lill-gemgha fil-
kant.

Sadattant, fl-okkazjoni ta’ 1-Ordinazzjoni Episkopali ta’ Mons. Pawl
Cremona O.P. nhar il-Gimgha, 26 ta’ Jannar 2007, fil-knejjes kollha
f’nofsinhar se tindaqq mota ta’ kwarta. Fl-istess jum, fil-knejjes se
jinxteghlu I-frontispizji u s-Slaleb minn inzul ix-xemx sal-11.00 p.m..
Fil-knejjes 1i ghandhom arblu f’Jum 1-Ordinazzjoni se jittajru 1-bnadar
tal-Papa u ta’ Malta.

22 ta’ Jannar 2007
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Festa tal-Konverzjoni ta' San Pawl

I¢-celebrazzjonijiet li se jsiru fil-Kattidral ta’ I-Imdina fl-okkazjoni tal-
Festa Liturgika tal-Konverzjoni ta’ San Pawl, se jibdew is-
Sibt, 27 ta’ Jannar. Fil-5.45p.m. issir it-Translazzjoni tar-Relikwija
ta’ San Pawl. Fis-6.00 p.m. tibda Quddiesa bl-Ewwel Ghasar
Pontifikali.

I1-Hadd, 28 ta’ Jannar, fid-8.55 a.m., jitkanta t-Talb ta’ Sbieh il-Jum.
Fid-9.30 a.m. tibda Quddiesa Pontifikali Koncelebrata, presjeduta minn
Mons. Ar¢isqof Pawl Cremona O.P. Il-Quddiesa tal-11.00 a.m. issir fil-
Knisja tal-Karmnu, I-Imdina.

Il-programm fil-Kattidral ikompli fis-5.00 p.m. bit-Tieni Ghasar
Kantat, Repozizzjoni tar-Relikwijata’ San Pawl u Celebrazzjoni

Ewkaristika. Fis-6.00 p.m. tibda Quddiesa.

25 ta’ Jannar 2007
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L-ewwel hatriet ta' 1-Arc¢isqof Pawl Cremona O.P.

Mons. Ar¢isqof Pawl Cremona O.P. hatar lil Mons. Isqof Annetto
Depasquale bhala Vigarju Generali u lil Dun Anton Gouder bhala Pro-
Vigarju tieghu. II-Vigarju Generali huwa mahtur mill-Arc¢isqof biex
jghinu fit-tmexxija tad-djocesi. Il-Pro-Vigarju Generali, min-naha tieghu,
huwa mahtur mill-Aré¢isqof biex jghin lill-Vigarju Generali fil-qadi tad-
dmirijiet tieghu.

Mons Depasquale twieled Hal Qormi fit-28 ta’ Gunju 1938 u gie ordnat
sacerdot fis-7 ta’ April 1962. Wara l-ordinazzjoni tieghu, Mons.
Depasquale mar jistudja 1-Ligi Kanonika f’Ruma. Meta rritorna Malta,
beda jghallem il-Ligi tal-Knisja fl-Universita’ ta’ Malta u jaghti servizz
fil-Pastoral Research Services ta’ I-Arcidjocesi. Beda wkoll jaghti servizz
sacerdotali fil-Parrocéa ta’ San Gorg, f’Hal Qormi. Fis-6 ta’ Awissu 1977
inhatar Kancellier tal-Kurja ta’ I-Arcisqof. Fil-11 ta’ Jannar 1980 gie
nominat Monsinjur. Fl-14 ta’ April 1986 inhatar Segretarju Pastorali.
Fid-9 ta’ Jannar 1989, Mons. Depasquale sar Vigarju Generali ta’ Mons.
Arcisqof Mercieca, waqt 1i fit-2 ta’ Jannar 1999 gie konsagrat Isqof u
sar ukoll Awziljarju.

Dun Anton Gouder twieled 1-Isla fis-16 ta’ Novembru 1951. Huwa gie
ordnat sacerdot fid-19 ta’ Gunju 1977. L-ewwel hidma pastorali tieghu
kienet bhala Vici-Parroku fl-Isla. Fl-1983 sar kappillan tal-Parroc¢¢a ta’
Kristu Re, Rahal Gdid. Fit-2 ta’ Awissu 1989 huwa gie nominat Segretarju
Pastorali. F’Settembru 2001 sar Rettur tas-Seminarju.

‘Rettur tas-Seminarju

Bhala successur ta’ Dun Anton Gouder fil-kariga ta’ Rettur tas-
Seminarju, Mons. Arc¢isqof Cremona hatar lil Dun Jimmy Bonnici.
Dun Jimmy, li huwa mill-Mosta, twieled fil-25 ta’ Mejju 1972 u gie
ordnat sa¢erdot fis-26 ta’ Gunju 1998. L-ewwel hidma pastorali tieghu
kienet ta’ assistent tal-Kappillan tal-Parro¢¢a ta’ I-Imgarr (1998-2000)
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u Direttur tal-Propadewtici, jigifieri dawk li jkunu qed jithejjew biex
jidhlu s-Seminarju Magguri (1999-2000). F’Ottubru 2000 mar jistudja
fl-Universita Gregorjana, Ruma. F’Dicembru 2004 kiseb Dottorat fit-
Teologija Spiritwali. Meta rritorna Malta, sar id-Direttur tal-Propadewtici
fis-Seminarju Magguri. Beda wkoll jaghti servizz pastorali fiz-Zona
Ta’ Mlit, Mosta. Kien ukoll is-Segretarju tal-Kunsill Presbiterali u s-
Segretarju tal-Kummissjoni ghas-sacerdoti zghazagh.

Mons. Ar¢isqof Cremona kkonferma lill-Imhallfin prezenti tat-Tribunal
Ekklezjastiku ghall-hames snin li gejjin. L-uffi¢cjali li bhalissa ghandhom
ufficéju jew kariga fl-Arcidjocesi ta’ Malta gew konfermati fil-karigi
taghhom, sakemm 1- Arcisqof ma jiddisponix mod iehor.

27 ta’ Jannar 2007
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Attivitajiet ta' 1-Arcisqof Cremona

L-ewwel attivita ta’ Mons. Ar¢isqof Pawl Cremona O.P. wara I-
ordinazzjoni episkopali tieghu se tkun ic-Celebrazzjoni tal-Festa Liturgika
tal-Konverzjoni ta’ San Pawl, fil-Kattidral ta’ I-Imdina, is-Sibt u 1-Hadd,
27 u 28 ta’ Jannar 2007. Is-Sibt, fil-5.45 p.m., issir it-Translazzjoni tar-
Relikwija ta’ San Pawl, waqt li fis-6.00 p.m. tibda Quddiesa bl-Ewwel
Ghasar Pontifikali. I1-Hadd, fid-8.55 a.m., jitkanta t-Talb ta’ Sbieh il-
Jum. Fid-9.30 a.m. tibda Quddiesa Pontifikali Koncelebrata, presjeduta
minn Mons. Cremona.

II-Hadd filghaxija, Mons. Arcisqof se jkollu wkoll laggha mas-Sorijiet
Frangiskani tal-Qalb ta’ Gesu, fil-Kunvent taghhom f’tas-Sliema.

It-Tnejn li gej, fid-9.00 a.m., Mons. Arcisqof Cremona jaghmel Zjara
fl-Isptar San Luga.

L-Erbgha, 31 tax-xahar, Mons. Arcisqof jiltaga’ ma’ l-anzjani fis-
Santwarju ta’ Santa Tereza, Birkirkara. Il-programm jibda f1-9.45 a.m.

Nhar il-Hamis, 1-1 ta’ Frar ﬁ1-5 30 p.m., Mons. Aréisqof jiltaqa’ mar-

1I-Gimgha, 2 ta’ Frar, issir il-Festa tal-Prezentazzjoni ta’ Gesu fit-
Tempju, maghrufa bhala 1-Festa tal-Kandlora, fil-KonKattidral ta’ San
Gwann, Valletta, fis-6.00 p.m.. Mons. Arcisqof imexxi Koncelebrazzjoni
1i matulha se jkollu l-okkazjoni jiltaga’ mal-persuni li jibbenefikaw mis-
servizzi tal-Knisja.

Nhar il-Hadd, 4 ta’ Frar, Mons. Arcisqof Cremona jiltaqa’ mal-familja
fit-Tinda 1-Kbira f’Ta’ Qali, fit-3.30 p.m.

27 ta’ Jannar 2007
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L-Ordinazzjoni Episkopali ta' I-Arc¢isqof Cremona
IL-KUMITAT ORGANIZZATTIV JIRRINGRAZZJA

[I-Kumitat Organizzattiv ta’ 1-Ordinazzjoni Episkopali ta’ Mons.
Arcisqof Pawl Cremona O.P. jrid jirringrazzja lil kull min ta 1-ghajnuna
tieghu biex din il-grajja kbira fil-hajja tal-Knisja u tal-poplu taghna kienet
esperjenza mill-agwa ghal kulhadd.

II-Kumitat Organizzattiv jirringrazzja wkoll lill-poplu kollu ghas-
sentimenti mill-isbah u ta’ ferh kbir li bihom laga’ lil Mons. Arcisqof

Cremona.

[I-Kumitat japprezza wkoll is-sehem kbir 1i taw il-media f’pajjizna biex
din il-grajja setghet tasal fil-qlub u d-djar tal-familji f’artna.

27 ta’ Jannar 2007
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1,587 zwieg fil-Knisja f'Malta fis-Sena 2006

In-numru ta’ zwigijiet fil-Knisja li gew registrati fl-Arcidjocesi ta’ Malta
ghas-sena 2006 kien 1,587. 1,411 zwieg kienu bejn Maltin. Iz-zwigijiet
bejn il-Maltin kienu jinkludu persuna Kristjana, imma mhux Kattolika.

Kien hemm ukoll 85 zwieg bejn Maltin u barranin. Dawn kienu mqassmin
hekk: 35 zwieg bejn Kattolici Maltin u Kattoli¢i barranin; 28 bejn Kattolici
Maltin u Insara mhux Kattoli¢i barranin; 22 zwieg ta’ Maltin ma’ barranin
li mhumiex Insara. Tliet Zwigijiet ohrajn kienu ta’ Maltin 1i ged jghixu
f’pajjizi ohra. Kien hemm ukoll 88 zwieg bejn persuni barranin.

I1-85 persuni barranin 1i f1-2006 inghaqdu fi zwieg fil-Knisja ma’ persuni
Maltin kienu 52 irgiel u 33 nisa, minn 34 pajjiz differenti. In-numru minn
kull pajjiz huma: Ingilterra - 18; Italja — 9; Stati Uniti ta’ 1-Amerika — 6;
Cina u Rumanija — 4; Marokk, Olanda, Serbja, Turkija — 3; Awstralja,
Belgju, Bosnja Herzegovina, Franza, Germanja, Indja, Ukrajna - 2;
Albanija, Awstrija, Belarus, Bulgarija, Danimarka, Estonja, Filippini,
Irlanda. Kanada, Latvja, Libja, Nigerja, Norvegja, Russja, Slovenja,
Svezja, Tajlandja, Wales,

L-iktar xhur li fihom kien hemm zwigijiet kienu Gunju (261), Mejju (208)
u Settembru (176). Ix-xahar li fih saru l-inqas zwigijiet kien Jannar (24).
Kien hemm 55 zwieg li gew konvalidati. Dawn kienu hekk: 44 wara
ingas minn 1-5 sena; 7 wara 6-10 sena; 2 wara 11-15 sena; 2 — wara
16-20 sena. Zwieg konvalidat ifisser zwieg li ma jkunx sar fil-Knisja u
li maz-zmien il-koppja titlob li jsir bil-Knisja.

F1-2006 kien hemm 37 armel/armla li regghu zzewgu, kif ukoll 21 persuna
li regghu zzewgu wara li l-ewwel Zwieg taghhom gie dikjarat null. Fl-istess
sena kien hemm zewg koppiji li kkanc¢ellaw ir-registrazzjoni taghhom biex
jizzewgu. L-informazzjoni ngabret mill-Ufficcju Iwigijiet tal-Kurja ta’ 1-
Ar¢isqof. Hija ma tinkludix iz-zwigijiet li saru fid-Djocesi ta’ Ghawdex.

31 ta’ Jannar 2007
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Monsinjuri godda tal-Kapitlu Metropolitan

Hames Monsinjuri Effettivi godda tal-Kapitlu Metropolitan se jiehdu
I-pussess f’cerimonja li se ssir nhar il-Hadd, 11 ta’ Frar 2007, fil-5.00
p.m., fil-Kattidral, I-Imdina. _

II-Kanonci 1-godda tal-Kapitlu Metropolitan huma: Monsinjur Joseph
Bugeja, Monsinjur Louis Camilleri, Monsinjur Tarcisio Delicata,
Monsinjur Carmelo Farrugia u Monsinjur Salvinu Micallef . Maghhom
se jinghaqdu z-zewg Kanon¢i Onorarji ta’ 1-istess Kapitlu Metropolitan,
Monsinjur Carmelo Aquilina u Monsinjur Norrie Bonavia.

I1-monsinjuri I-godda kienu nominati minn Monsinjur Aréisqof Guzeppi
Mercieca.

Ic':-Cerimonja tal-Pussess se titmexxa minn Mons. Carmel Zammit,
Kancillier tal-Kurja ta’ 1-Arc¢isqof. Fiha jinqara d-digriet ta’ 1-Arcisqof
Mercieca, il-monsinjuri 1-godda jinghataw l-ilbies ¢erimonjali taghhom,
u jiehdu posthom fil-kor tal-Kattidral. F’gheluq ic-Cerimonja jitkanta
Te Deum.

I1-Kapitlu tal-Kattidral hu maghmul minn hames dinjitarji, inkluz il-
Kantur, u 25 kanoniku.

II-Kapitlu ghandu zewg tagsimiet, wahda ghall-Kattidral ta’ 1-Imdina
u l-ohra ghall-KonKattidral ta’ San Gwann.

03 ta’ Frar 2007
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Indulgenza Plenarja ghal Jum il-Morda

Is-Santa Sede ppubblikat Digriet tal-Penitenzerija Appostolika fejn
thabbar li ged tigi konc¢essa indulgenza plenarja lil dawk 1i jiehdu sehem
fic-celebrazzjonijiet tal-Jum Dinji tal-Morda, kif ukoll lill-pazjenti u lil
dawk li jiehdu hsiebhom, jew li jinghaqdu maghhom spiritwalment.

L-attivita princ¢ipali ghal dan il-jum, li jigi celebrat fil-11 ta’ Frar,
Festa tal-Madonna ta’ Lourdes, din is-sena se ssir f’Seoul, il-Korea
t'Isfel. F’Malta ¢-Celebrazzjoni se ssir fil-Knisja Parrokkjali tal-Mosta,
fis-6.30 p.m.

Id-digriet ta’ l-indulgenza jispjega li 1-Knisja tixtieq hafna li I-
osservanza annwali tal-Jum Dinji tal-Morda jsir katekezi effettiva tat-
taghlim fuq il-valur u I-funzjoni ta’ l-ugigh.

L-indugenza plenarja ged tinghata bil-kundizzjonijiet tas-soltu - ic-
¢elebrazzjoni tas-Sagramenti tal-Qrar u ta’ 1-Ewkaristija, u talb skond
il-fehma tal-Papa — kif ukoll bl-ispirtu mehlus ghal kollox minn kull dnub,
lil dawk li jiehdu sehem b’devozzjoni fil-funzjonijiet fil-Korea t’Isfel u
fi kwalunkwe post iehor fejn issir cerimonja sagra b’talb lil Alla skond
l-ghanijiet tal-Jum Dinji tal-Morda.

Il-membri tal-Knisja li jassistu I-morda b’imhabba fl-isptarijiet pubblici
jew fi djar privati, u li minhabba s-servizz taghhom ma jistghux jiehdu
sehem fi¢-Cerimonja li ssir fl-okkazjoni ta’ Jum il-Morda, ikunu jistghu
jiksbu l-istess don ta’ indulgenza plenarja. Dan jekk f’dan il-jum huma
jaghtu b’generozita almenu siegha mill-assistenza karitatevoli taghhom
lill-morda dagslikieku I-marid kien Kristu nnifsu, waqt li l-ispirtu taghhom
ikun imbieghed minn kull dnub u jkollhom l-intenzjoni li jwettqu,
kmieni kemm jista’ jkun, il-kundizzjonijiet mehtiega biex wiehed jikseb
l-indulgenza plenarja.

Id-digriet jghid ukoll li l-membri tal-Knisja li minhabba l-mard, eta
kbira jew xi raguni ohra simili ma jistghux jiehdu sehem fi¢-cerimonja ta’
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Jum il-Morda, ikunu jistghu jiksbu I-indulgenza plenarja bil-kundizzjoni li
l-ispirtu taghhom ikun imbieghed minn kull dnub u jkollhom l-intenzjoni
li jwettqu, kmieni kemm jista’ jkun, il-kundizzjonijiet tas-soltu biex
wiehed jikseb l-indulgenza plenarja. Dan jekk f’ghagda mal-Papa huma
jinghaqdu spiritwalment b’xewqathom mac-celebrazzjoni tal-Jum Dinji
tal-Morda u joffru t-tbatija fizika u spiritwali taghhom lil Alla, permezz
ta’ Marija, “Sahha tal-Morda’. ‘

Id-digriet jikkoncedi wkoll l-indulgenza plenarja lil dawk kollha li,
bejn id-9 u 1-11 ta’ Frar, b’qalb hergana jitolbu lill-hanin Alla skond

l-intenzjonijiet tal-Jum Dinji tal-Morda.

09 ta’ Frar 2007
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Jum il-Laj¢i Nsara 2007

Fuq ix-xewqa ta’ Mons. Arcisqof Pawl Cremona O.P., it-tema ghal
tkun, “Hejju t-Triq ghall-Mulej”, l-istess kliem tal-motto tal-Episkopat
ta’ 1-Arcisqof.

Fl-okkazjoni ta’ Jum il-Laj¢i Nsara se ssir laggha ma’ Mons. Arc¢isqof
Cremona, nhar il-Hamis, 15 ta’ Frar, fl-Istitut Kattoliku, Floriana, fis-6.30
p.m. Din il-laggha se tkun ghal-laj¢i membri fl-ghaqdiet u l-movimenti
f’kunsilli, segretarjati u kummissjonijiet djocesani, fl-amministrazzjoni
fil-Kurja ta’ 1-Arcisqof, u fil-gruppi ghall-implimentazzjoni tas-Sinodu
Djocesan.

Jum il-Lajéi Nsara jigi ¢éelebrat nhar il-Hadd 18 ta’ Frar. Ié-
¢elebrazzjoni ta’ dan il-Jum ghandha messagg ghal-Laj¢i Nsara kollha.
Il-Jum jigi mfakkar waqt il-Quddiesa tal-Hadd.

13 ta’ Frar 2007
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L-Arcisqof jibda z-zjarat fl-Unitajiet tal-Parrocci

Mons. Arcisqof Pawl Cremona O.P. nhar il-Hadd 1i gej, 18 ta’ Frar
2007, se jibda z-Zjarat tieghu fis-Sittax-il Unita tal-Parroc¢i fl- Ar¢idjocesi.
L-ewwel laggha se tkun ma’ Unita 10, li thaddan fiha 1-Parrocca: ta’
Balluta u l-erba’ Parroc¢éi ta’ Tas-Sliema: Gesit Nazzarenu, Sacro Cuor,
San Girgor u Stella Maris.

L-attivita tibda fit-3.30 p.m., meta t-tfal jingabru fi Pjazza Balluta.
Mons. Arcisqof jasal f1-3.45 p.m. lI-programm ta’ merhba jinkludi diskors
f’forma ta’ djalogu bejn hamest itfal. Wara tibda l-mixja lejn il-Knisja
tal-Balluta, fejn ikun hemm is-sacerdoti tal-Parrocci ta’ 1-Unita.

Id-diskors ta’ merhba fil-Knisja Parrokkjali tal-Balluta jsir mill-
Moderatur tal-Unita, is-Sur Joe Gatt. Il-programm jinkludi talb,
riflessjonijiet dwar it-tfal u z-zghazagh, il-familja, l-anzjani u I-
vokazzjonijiet, bis-sehem ta’ rapprezentanti mill-parrocci fl-unita.

Lejn tmiem il-programm jitkellem Mons. Arcisqof Cremona.

16 ta’ Frar 2007
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Bidu tar-Randan Imqaddes

Nhar 1-Erbgha, 21 ta’ Frar, il-Knisja taghti bidu ghar-Randan
Imqgaddes: erbghin jum ta’ talb u penitenza specjali ta’ thejjija ghac-
celebrazzjoni tat-tifkira tal-Passjoni, tal-Mewt u tal-Qawmien mill-mewt
ta’ Sidna Gesii Kristu.

Fiz-zmien tar-Randan, b’mod specjali, il-Knisja theggeg hafna lill-
membri taghha ghall-qari tal-Kelma ta’ Alla u biex jiehdu sehem fl-
Ezercizzi Spiritwali.

Bhala gwida dwar ¢ahda personali u ta’ Kkarita, il-Konferenza
Episkopali Maltija tqieghed quddiem il-membri tal-Knisja ghadd
ta’ opri tajba biex jaghzlu minn fosthom dawk li l-iktar jiswewlhom
sagrificcju.

Dawn l-opri tajba jinkludu s-sehem fil-Quddies nhar ta’ xoghol, 1-
astinenza minn xorb alkoholiku, 1i dak li jkun ma jpejjipx, u ¢ahda minn
xi divertiment. Opri ohrajn huma 1-Via Sagra, it-talb mal-familja bhal
bir-Ruzarju, tnaqqis fl-infiq u Zieda fil-karita ma’ min hu fil-bZonn, u
zjarat lill-morda jew xjuh li huma wahedhom.

F’Ras ir-Randan u nhar il-Gimgha 1-Kbira, kull min ghalaq it-18-il
sena u ghadu ma dahalx fis-60 sena u mhux skuzat minn xi raguni
serja, ghandu d-dmir li jsum. Fl-istess granet, kull min ghalaq 1-14-il
sena ghandu l-obbligu li jastjeni milli jiekol laham jew ikel iehor li
joghgbu hafna.

Filwaqt 1i jinkuraggixxu l-penitenza specjali fiz-zmien tar-Randan,
1-Awtoritajiet Ekklesjastici jixtiequ jfakkru li, fil-Knisja, fost il-jiem u

z-zminijiet tal-penitenza hemm il-Gimghat kollha ta’ matul is-sena.

19 ta’ Frar 2007
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Funzjoni ta' 1-Erbgha ta' Rmied

Fl-okkazjoni ta’ 1-Erbgha ta’ Rmied v 1-bidu tar-Randan Imgaddes, nhar
1-Erbgha, 1-21 ta’ Frar 2007, fil-KonKattidral ta’ San Gwann, Valletta,
fis-6.30 p.m., Mons. Arcisqof Pawl Cremona O.P. se jmexxi Quddiesa
Koncelebrata, li fiha jsir ir-rit tradizzjonali tat-tberik u tqeghid ta’ l-irmied.
Mons. Arcisqof jikkoncelebra mal-Kapitlu tal-Kattidral. Il-funzjoni se
tkun animata mill-komunitajiet tal-Mixja Katekumenali tal-Mosta u tal-
Hamrun (Parroc¢a tal-Kuncizzjoni), li kienu l-ewwel Zewg komunitajiet
tal-Mixja i twaqqfu f"Malta.

19 ta’ Frar 2007

Seminar dwar ix-xoghol

[I-Kummissjoni Hidma Pastorali fid-Dinja tax-Xoghol, f’isem Mons.
Arcisqof Pawl Cremona O.P., ged tistieden lill-Imsiehba Socjali ghal
Seminar bit-tema: “Xoghol . . . Progress . . . Xi Prezz?”

Is-seminar se jsir nhar il-Gimgha, 23 ta’ Frar 2007, fi¢-Centru
Animazzjoni u Komunikazzjoni, Triq Sommier, Birkirkara mid-8.45 am
san-12.30 pm

Il-programm jibda b’introduzzjoni minn Patri William Bartolo OFM
Konv, Chairperson tal-Kummissjoni Pastorali fid-Dinja tax-Xoghol.

Il-kelliema se jkunu Dun Mark Sultana, Visiting Lecturer tal-Filisofija,
u s-Sinjura Carmen Delia, Ekonomista.

Mons. Arcisqof Cremona jaghti messagg.

19 ta’ Frar 2007
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Kon¢istorju ghall-Kanonizzazzjoni tal-Beatu Gorg Preca

Mons. Ar¢isqof Emeritus Guzeppi Mercieca u Mons. Isqof Mario Grech
se jattendu ghall-Konc¢istorju tal-Kardinali imsejjah mill-Papa Benedittu
XVI ghal nhar il-Gimgha, 23 ta’ Frar 2007, biex il-Kardinali jesprimu
l-parir taghhom dwar il-kanonizazzjoni ta’ hames beati, fosthom il-Beatu
Gorg Preca, sacerdot djoéesan Malti, fundatur tas-Soéjetd ghad-Duttrina

Nisranija, MUSEUM.

Persuni ohrajn li se jmorru Ruma ghall-Kon¢istorju jinkludu lil Mons.
Arthur Said Pullicino, Vigarju Gudizzjali, u dirigenti tal-MUSEUM.

Fil-jum tal-Konéistorju, nhar il-Gimgha, Mons. Ar¢isqof Cremona
ordnali fil-knejjes kollha tindaqq mota ta’ kwarta f’nofsinhar u li filghaxija
jinxteghlu I-faccati tal-knejjes.

Mons. Arcisqof ta wkoll permess lis-sacerdoti biex nhar il-Gimgha
jkunu jistghu jgaddsu 1-Quddiesa votiva tal-Beatu Gorg Preca (li tintuza
fil-memorja liturgika tad-9 ta’ Mejju).

Cirkulari tal-Kurja ta’ 1-Aréisqof tghid ukoll li huwa xieraq li I-Hamis
22 ta’ Frar jew il-Gimgha 23 ta’ Frar issir adorazzjoni b’ringrazzjament
lil Alla u li fiha jintuza talb tal-Beatu Gorg Preca.

“Filwagqt li nirringrazzjaw lill-Mulej ta’ dan is-sinjal tant qawwi ta’
l-imhabba tieghu ghalina, inheggu lill-poplu Malti kollu biex ikompli
jithejja ghall-kanonizazzjoni ta’ Dun Gorg bi spirtu ta’ fidi u ghaqda,”
tghid ic-Cirkulari.

20 ta’ Frar 2007
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Hames Kandidati godda ghas-Sacerdozju

Mons. Ar¢isqof Pawl Cremona O.P. nhar it-Tlieta, 27 ta’ Frar 2007,
se jmexxi Celebrazzjoni Ewkaristika li fiha hames seminaristi se jitolbu
lill-Knisja tilqgaghhom b’mod uffi¢jali fost il-kandidati taghha ghall-
Ordinazzjoni tad-Djakonat u tal-Presbiterat. Din il-koncelebrazzjoni se
ssir fil-Knisja Parrokkjali ta’ Marija Annunzjata f’Hal Tarxien, fis-6.00p.
m. II-hames seminaristi, li jinsabu fil-hames sena tal-kors tas-Seminarju,
huma: Nicholas Doublet minn Birkirkara (Sant’Elena), Keith Scicluna
minn Haz-Zabbar, Luke Seguna minn Hal Tarxien, Andrea Zaffarese u
Ronnie Zammit minn H’ Attard. II-Kandidatura timmarka pass importanti
hafna fil-mixja ta’ dawn iz-zghazagh lejn is-sacerdozju. F’isem il-Knisja,
I-Isqof jilga’ t-talba taghhom biex uffi¢jalment huma jsiru kandidati
ghall-Ordni Sagri, waqt li jipprezentahom lill-komunita nisranija biex
din issostnihom bit-talb taghha, u ma tieqaf qatt titlob lil Sid il-hsad biex
jibghat aktar haddiema fl-ghalqa tieghu.

22 ta’ Frar 2007

Zjara ta' I-Arc¢isqof Cremona f'Ghawdex

Mons. Arcisqof Pawl Cremona O.P., is-Sibt, 24 ta’ Frar 2007, se
jaghmel Zzjara pastorali fid-Djocesi ta’ Ghawdex. L-ewwel parti taz-
zjara se tkun nofs ta’ nhar Irtir tar-Randan li Mons. Arcisqof se jmexxi
ghas-sacerdoti fi¢-Centru Pastorali “Raghaj it-Tajjeb’, Victoria. Wara
l-irtir, Mons. Arcisqof ikun il-mistieden ta’ Mons. Mario Grech, Isqof
ta’ Ghawdex, ghal ikla mas-sacerdoti tad-Djocesi ta’ Ghawdex. Mons.
Ar¢isqof se jkollu wkoll laqgha ma’ grupp ta’ studenti mill-Universita’
tat-Tielet Eta’ f"Ghawdex. Il-laqgha se ssir fic-Centru Pastorali ‘Raghaj
it-Tajjeb”, fil-5.00 p.m. Mons. Ar¢isqof se jmexxi wkoll Koncelebrazzjoni
fil-Kattidral ta’ Ghawdex, fis-6.00 p.m.
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L-Arcisqof se jattendi Kungress ta' I-Isqfijiet dwar valuri
ghall-Gejjieni ta' I-Ewropa

Mons. Ar¢isqof Pawl Cremona O.P. se jattendi Kungress dwar il-valuri
u l-perspettivi ghall-gejjieni ta’ 1-Ewropa, li se jigi organizzat f"Marzu
mill-Kummissjoni tal-Konferenzi Episkopali ta’ 1-Isqfijiet tal-Komunita
Ewropea (COMECE).

II-Kungress se jsir f'Ruma mit-23 sal-25 ta’ Marzu 2007, biex
jikkommemora 1-50 anniversarju minn meta gew iffirmati t-Trattati ta’
Ruma, 1i bis-sahha taghhom saru 1-Komunitajiet Ewrope;.

Ghall-Kungress mistennija jattendu madwar 400 partecipant minn
madwar 1-Ewropa kollha.

II-Kungress jiftah bil-prezentazzjoni ta’ rapport imsejjah “Ewropa ta’
valuri”, imhejji minn grupp ta’ hassieba ewlenin li F-COMECE laqqghet
apposta f’Settembru 1i ghadda.

Il-hsieb hu li fil-lagghat 1-Insara jidentifikaw il-valuri bazi¢i taghhom
infushom u jikkonfermaw dawk il-valuri i sawwru l-process ta’ I-
unifikazzjoni Ewropea mill-bidu taghha. Il-hsieb hu wkoll li dawn il-
valuri jigu mgedda sabiex 1-Unjoni Ewropea tkun tista’ twiegeb ghal dak
li ¢-cittadini taghha u 1-bgija tad-dinja ged jistennew minnha.

II-Kungress mistenni jadotta messagg biex jinghata lill-Kapijiet ta’
I-Istati u tal-Gvernijiet 1i se jiltaqghu fil-25 ta’ Marzu 2007.
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B

Kjarifika ta' 1-Ar¢isqof dwar iz-Zjara fl-Universita ta' Malta

Fid-dawl ta’ certi kummenti i saru f’xi tagsimiet tal-media, Mons.
Arcisqof Pawl Cremona O.P. jrid jghid 1i huwa bl-ebda mod ma hassu
mbarazzat jew mhedded fil-mument ta’ djalogu li kellu fl-Assembly Hall
ta’ 1-Universita ta’ Malta nhar il-Erbgha, 21 ta’ Frar 2007.

Mons. Arcisqof ihoss li I-mistogsijiet kollha li saru kienu r-rizultat ta’
preokkupazzjonijiet sincieri, u huwa jixtieq jirringrazzja lil dawk kollha
li hadu sehem u ghamlu mistogsijiet.

Mons. Cremona jhoss ukoll li kienet grazzja li huwa kellu 1-okkazjoni
jzur 1-Universita, u jrid irodd hajr lil kulhadd ghall-merhba sabiha li
nghata — lir-Rettur u l-istaff, inkluz dak tekniku, kif ukoll lill-istudenti.
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Pellegrinaggi u Celebrazzjonijiet penitenzjali ta' zmien ir-Randan

Matul ir-Randan 2007, Mons. Arc¢isqof Pawl Cremona O.P. se jmexxi
tliet pellegrinaggi penitenzjali u tliet celebrazzjonijiet penitenzjali.

L-ewwel pellegrinagg tar-Randan bhas-soltu kien dak maghruf bhala ta’
“Hadd in-Nies” f"Haz-Zabbar, li sar il-Hadd li ghadda, 25 tax-xahar.

Nhar il-Gimgha, 2 ta’ Marzu, fis-6.30 p.m., Mons. Aréisqof se jmexxi
¢elebrazzjoni penitenzjali fil-Knisja Parrokkjali ta’ Kristu Re, Rahal Gdid.
Mons. Cremona se jaghmel katekezi fuq is-silta tal-Vangelu dwar I-Iben il-
Hali. Ikun hemm ukoll mumenti ta’ grar u Celebrazzjoni Ewkaristika.

Fil-jum tal-Gimgha, 9 ta’ Marzu, fis-6.30 p.m., Mons. Cremona
se jmexxi celebrazzjoni penitenzjali fil-Knisja Parrokkjali tal-Mosta.
Dakinhar, il-katekezi ta’ Mons. Arcisqof tkun fuq is-silta mill-Vangelu
dwar il-laqgha ta’ Gesll ma’ l-adultera.

Nhar il-Gimgha,16 ta’ Marzu, fis-6.00 p.m., isir il-pellegrinagg
penitenzjali bl-istatwa tar-Redentur, fl-Isla. Wara l-pellegrinagg, Mons.
Arcisqof jiccelebra Quddiesa fil-Bazilika ta’ 1-Isla. ¥

Fil-jum tal-Gimgha, 23 ta’ Marzu, fis-6.30 p.m., issir ¢elebrazzjoni
penitenzjali fil-Knisja Parrokkjali tas-Siggiewi. Mons. Ar¢isqof jaghmel
katekezi dwar l-istqarrija ta’ mhabba ta’ Pietru lil Gesl.

Nhar il-Gimgha, 30 ta’ Marzu, Mons. Ar¢isqof se imexxi l-processjoni
ta’ Jum id-Duluri, bl-istatwa tal-Madonna tad-Duluri, fil-belt Valletta.

Fil-jum ta’ I-Erbgha, 4 ta’ April, Mons. Cremona se jmexxi Via Crucis
Nazzjonali li se ssir fl-Isptar Monte Carmeli, H’ Attard.
LIBRERIJA PUBBLIKA
TAL-KATIDRAL
TRIQ QASAM SAN GORG
VICTORIA GOZO
120 TEL. 21560479
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