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Homily of His Holiness Benedict XVI in Naples

Venerable Brothers in the Episcopate and in the Priesthood,
Distinguished Authorities,
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I accepted with great joy the invitation to visit the Christian community
that lives in this historical city of Naples. I first offer Cardinal Crescenzio
Sepe, your Archbishop, a fraternal embrace and my special thanks for
his words on your behalf at the beginning of this solemn Eucharistic
Celebration. I sent him to your Community knowing of his apostolic zeal
and 1 am happy to see that you appreciate him for his gifts of mind and
heart. I greet with affection the Auxiliary Bishops and diocesan priests,
as well as the men and women religious and other consecrated persons,
the catechists and the lay people, especially the youth actively involved in
various pastoral, apostolic and social initiatives. I greet the distinguished
civil and military Authorities who honour us with their presence, starting
with the Prime Minister, the Mayor of Naples and the Presidents of the
Province and Region. To you all, gathered in this Square in front of the
monumental Basilica dedicated to St Francis of Paola, the fifth centenary
of whose death is being celebrated this year, I address my cordial thoughts,
which I willingly extend to all those who have joined us via radio and
television, especially the cloistered communities, the elderly, those in the
hospital or prison and those whom I will be unable to meet in this short
Visit to Naples. In a word, I greet the entire family of believers and all
citizens of Naples: I am among you, dear friends, to break with you the
Word and the Bread of Life, and the bad weather does not discourage
us because Naples is always beautiful!

In meditating on the biblical Readings for this Sunday and thinking of
the situation of Naples, I was struck by the fact that today the main theme
of the Word of God is prayer; indeed, we “ought always to pray and not
lose heart”, as the Gospel says (cf. Lk 18: 1). At first sight, this might
seem a message not particularly relevant, unrealistic, not very incisive
with regard to a social reality with so many problems such as yours. But,
if we think about it, we understand that this Word contains a message that
certainly goes against the tide and yet is destined to illuminate in depth the
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conscience of this Church and city of yours. I would sum it up like this:
the power that changes the world and transforms it into the Kingdom of
God, in silence and without fanfare, is faith - and prayer is the expression
of faith. When faith is filled with love for God, recognized as a good and
just Father, prayer becomes persevering, insistent, it becomes a groan
of the spirit, a cry of the soul that penetrates God’s Heart. Thus, prayer
becomes the greatest transforming power in the world. In the face of a
difficult and complex social reality, as yours certainly is, it is essential
to strengthen hope which is based on faith and expressed in unflagging
prayer. It is prayer that keeps the torch of faith alight. Jesus asks, as
we heard at the end of the Gospel: “When the Son of Man comes, will
he find faith on earth?” (Lk 18: 8). It is a question that makes us think.
What will be our answer to this disturbing question? Today, let us repeat
together with humble courage: Lord, in coming among us at this Sunday
celebration you find us gathered together with the lamp of faith lit. We
believe and trust in you! Increase our faith!

The biblical Readings we have heard present several models to inspire
us in our profession of faith, which is also always a profession of hope
because faith and hope open the earth to divine power, to the power for
good. They are the figures of the widow, whom we encounter in the
Gospel parable, and of Moses, of whom the Book of Exodus speaks.
The widow of the Gospel (cf. Lk 18: 1-8) makes us think of the “little”,
the lowliest, but also of so many simple, upright people who suffer
because of abuse, who feel powerless in the face of the perduring social
malaise and are tempted to despair. To them Jesus repeats: look at this
poor widow, with what tenacity does she insist and in the end succeeds
in being heard by a dishonest judge! How could you imagine that your
Heavenly Father, who is good and faithful and powerful, who desires
only his children’s good, would not do justice to you in his own time?
Faith assures us that God hears our prayers and grants them at the
appropriate moment, although our daily experience seems to deny this
certainty. In fact, in the face of certain events in the news or of life’s
numerous daily hardships which the press does not even mention, the
supplication of the ancient Prophet: “O Lord, how long shall I cry for
help, and you will not hear? Or cry to you, “Violence!” and you will
not save?” (Heb 1: 2) wells up in the heart spontaneously. There is one
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answer to this heartfelt invocation: God cannot change things without
our conversion, and our true conversion begins with the “cry” of the soul
imploring forgiveness and salvation. Christian prayer is not, therefore,
an expression of fatalism or inertia; on the contrary, it is the opposite of
evasion from reality, from consoling intimism. It is the force of hope,
the maximum expression of faith in the power of God who is Love and
does not abandon us. The prayer Jesus taught us which culminated in
Gethsemane has the character of “competitiveness”, that is, of a struggle
because we line up with determination at the Lord’s side to fight injustice
and conquer evil with good; it is the weapon of the lowly and the poor
in spirit, who reject every type of violence. Indeed, they respond to it
with evangelical non-violence, thereby testifying that the truth of Love
is stronger than hatred and death.

This also emerges in the First Reading, the famous account of the battle
between the Israelites and Amalek’s men (cf. Ex 17: 8-13a). It was precisely
prayer, addressed with faith to the true God, that determined the fate of that
harsh conflict. While Joshua and his men were tackling their adversaries
on the battlefield, Moses was standing on the hilltop, his hands uplifted
in the position of a person praying. These raised hands of the great leader
guaranteed Israel’s victory. God was with his people; he wanted them to
win but made Moses’ uplifted hands the condition for his intervention.
It seems incredible, but that is how it is: God needs the raised hands of
his servant! Moses’ raised arms are reminiscent of the arms of Jesus on
the Cross: the outspread, nailed arms with which the Redeemer won the
crucial battle against the infernal enemy. His fight, his arms raised to
the Father and wide open for the world, ask for other arms, other hearts
that continue to offer themselves with his same love until the end of the
world. I am addressing you in particular, dear Pastors of the Church in
Naples, making my own the words that St Paul address to Timothy and
that we heard in the Second Reading: remain firm in what you have
learned and have believed. Preach the word, persevere on every occasion,
in season and out of season, convince, rebuke and exhort, be unfailing in
patience and in teaching (cf. II Tim 3: 14, 16; 4: 2). And like Moses on
the mountain, persevere in prayer for and with the faithful entrusted to
your pastoral care, so that every day they may be able to face together
the good fight of the Gospel.
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And now, inwardly enlightened by the Word of God, let us return
to look at the reality of your city, where there is no lack of healthy
energy, good people, cultured and with a keen sense of family.
For many, however, life is far from simple. There are so many situations
of poverty, housing shortages, unemployment or under-employment,
the lack of any future prospects. Then there is the sad phenomenon
of violence. It is not only a question of the deplorable crimes of the
Camorra but also of the fact that violence unfortunately tends to breed
a widespread mentality, creeping into the recesses of social life in the
historical districts of the centre and in the new and anonymous suburbs,
with the risk of attracting especially young people who grow up in
contexts where unlawfulness, the “black economy” and the culture of
“fending for oneself” thrive. How important it is, therefore, to redouble
our efforts for a serious strategy of prevention that focuses on school,
work and helping youth to manage their leisure time - an intervention
which involves everyone in the fight against every form of violence,
which begins with the formation of consciences and the transformation
of everyday mindsets, attitudes and behaviour. I address this invitation
to every man and woman of good will while the meeting for peace by
religious leaders is being held here in Naples on the theme: “For a world
without violence - Religions and cultures in dialogue”.

Dear brothers and sisters, beloved Pope John Paul II visited Naples for
the first time in 1979: it was, like today, on Sunday, 21 October! He came
a second time in November 1990: a Visit that encouraged the rebirth of
hope. The Church’s mission is always nourished by the faith and hope
of the Christian people. This is also what your Archbishop is doing. He
recently wrote a Pastoral Letter with the significant title: “Blood and
hope”. Yes, true hope is only born from the Blood of Christ and blood
poured out for him. There is blood which is the sign of death, but there
is also blood that expresses love and life. The Blood of Jesus and the
blood of the Martyrs, like that of your own beloved Patron St Januarius,
is a source of new life. I would like to conclude by making my own a
saying from your Archbishop’s Pastoral Letter that sounds like this: “The
seed of hope may be the tiniest but can give life to a flourishing tree and
bear abundant fruit”. This seed exists and is active in Naples, despite the
problems and difficulties. Let us pray to the Lord that he will cause an
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authentic faith and firm hope to grow in the Christian community that
can effectively oppose discouragement and violence. Naples certainly
needs appropriate political interventions, but first it needs a profound
spiritual renewal; it needs believers who put their full trust back in God
and with his help work hard to spread Gospel values in society. Let us ask
Mary’s help with this, as well as that of your holy Protectors, espec1ally
St Januarius. Amen!

Piazza del Plebiscito, Naples
Sunday, 21 October 2007
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Episcopal Ordination of Six New Bishops
Homily of His Holiness Benedict XVI

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We are gathered together around the Lord’s altar on an occasion both
solemn and joyful: the Episcopal Ordination of six new Bishops, called
to carry out different offices at the service of the one Church of Christ.
They are Mons. Mieczystaw Mokrzycki, Mons. Francesco Brugnaro,
Mons. Gianfranco Ravasi, Mons. Tommaso Caputo, Mons. Sergio Pagano
and Mons. Vincenzo Di Mauro. I offer my cordial greeting to them all,
with a fraternal embrace. I extend a special greeting to Mons. Mokrzycki
who, together with the present Cardinal Stanistaw Dziwisz, served for
many years as Secretary to the Holy Father John Paul II and then, after
my election as Successor of Peter, also served as my Secretary with great
humility, competence and dedication. Together with him, I greet Pope John
Paul II’s friend, Cardinal Marian Jaworski, to whom Mons. Mokrzycki
will offer his assistance as Coadjutor. I also greet the Latin Bishops of
Ukraine who are here in Rome for their ad limina Apostolorum visit. My
thoughts also go to the Greek-Catholic Bishops, some of whom I met
last Monday, and to the Orthodox Church of Ukraine. May Heaven bless
all their efforts to keep the healing and strengthening power of Christ’s
Gospel active in their Land and to pass it on to future generations.

We are celebrating this Episcopal Ordination on the Feast of the three
Archangels who are mentioned by name in Scripture: Michael, Gabriel
and Raphael. This reminds us that in the ancient Church - already in the
Book of Revelation - Bishops were described as “angels” of their Church,
thereby expressing a close connection between the Bishop’s ministry and
the Angel’s mission. From the Angel’s task it is possible to understand the
Bishop’s service. But what is an Angel? Sacred Scripture and the Church’s
tradition enable us to discern two aspects. On the one hand, the Angel is
a creature who stands before God, oriented to God with his whole being.
All three names of the Archangels end with the word “El”, which means
“God”. God is inscribed in their names, in their nature. Their true nature
is existing in his sight and for him. In this very way the second aspect that
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characterizes Angels is also explained: they are God’s messengers. They
bring God to men, they open heaven and thus open earth. Precisely because
they are with God, they can also be very close to man. Indeed, God is
closer to each one of us than we ourselves are. The Angels speak to man
of what constitutes his true being, of what in his life is so often concealed
and buried. They bring him back to himself, touching him on God’s behalf.
In this sense, we human beings must also always return to being angels
to one another - angels who turn people away from erroneous ways and
direct them always, ever anew, to God. If the ancient Church called Bishops
“Angels” of their Church, she meant precisely this: Bishops themselves
must be men of God, they must live oriented to God. “Multum orat pro
populo” - “Let them say many prayers for the people”, the Breviary of the
Church says of holy Bishops. The Bishop must be a man of prayer, one
who intercedes with God for human beings. The more he does so, the more
he also understands the people who are entrusted to him and can become
an angel for them - a messenger of God who helps them to find their true
nature by themselves, and to live the idea that God has of them.

All this becomes even clearer if we now look at the figures of the three
Archangels whose Feast the Church is celebrating today. First of all there is
Michael. We find him in Sacred Scripture above all in the Book of Daniel,
in the Letter of the Apostle St Jude Thaddeus and in the Book of Revelation.
Two of this Archangel’s roles become obvious in these texts. He defends the
cause of God’s oneness against the presumption of the dragon, the “ancient
serpent”,as John callsit. The serpent’s continuous effortis tomake men believe
that God must disappear so that they themselves may become important; that
God impedes our freedom and, therefore, that we must rid ourselves of him.
However, the dragon does not only accuse God. The Book of Revelation
also calls it “the accuser of our brethren..., who accuses them day and night
before our God” (12: 10). Those who cast God aside do not make man
great but divest him of his dignity. Man then becomes a failed product of
evolution. Those who accuse God also accuse man. Faith in God defends
man in all his frailty and short-comings: God’s brightness shines on every
individual. It is the duty of the Bishop, as a man of God, to make room in
the world for God, to counter the denials of him and thus to defend man’s
greatness. And what more could one say and think about man than the
fact that God himself was made man? Michael’s other role, according to
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Scripture, is that of protector of the People of God (cf. Dn 10: 21; 12: 1).
Dear friends, be true “guardian angels” of the Church which will be entrusted
to you! Help the People of God whom you must lead in its pilgrimage to
find the joy of faith and to learn to discern the spirits: to accept good and
reject evil, to remain and increasingly to become, by virtue of the hope of
faith, people who love in communion with God-Love.

We meet the Archangel Gabriel especially in the precious account of
the annunciation to Mary of the Incarnation of God, as Luke tells it to us
(1: 26-38). Gabriel is the messenger of God’s Incarnation. He knocks at
Mary’s door and, through him, God himself asks Mary for her “yes” to the
proposal to become the Mother of the Redeemer: of giving her human fiesh
to the eternal Word of God, to the Son of God. The Lord knocks again and
again at the door of the human heart. In the Book of Revelation he says
to the “angel” of the Church of Laodicea and, through him, to the people
of all times: “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any one hears my
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he
with me” (3: 20). The Lord is at the door - at the door of the world and at
the door of every individual heart. He knocks to be let in: the Incarnation
of God, his taking flesh, must continue until the end of time. All must be
reunited in Christ in one body: the great hymns on Christ in the Letters to
the Ephesians and to the Colossians tell us this. Christ knocks. Today too he
needs people who, so to speak, make their own flesh available to him, give
him the matter of the world and of their lives, thus serving the unification
between God and the world, until the reconciliation of the universe. Dear
friends, it is your task to knock at people’s hearts in Christ’s Name. By
entering into union with Christ yourselves, you will also be able to assume
Gabriel’s role: to bring Christ’s call to men.

St Raphael is presented to us, above all in the Book of Tobit, as the
Angel to whom is entrusted the task of healing. When Jesus sends his
disciples out on a mission, the task of proclaiming the Gospel is always
linked with that of healing. The Good Samaritan, in accepting and healing
the injured person lying by the wayside, becomes without words a witness
of God’s love. We are all this injured man, in need of being healed.
Proclaiming the Gospel itself already means healing in itself, because
man is in need of truth and love above all things. The Book of Tobit
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refers to two of the Archangel Raphael’s emblematic tasks of healing. He
heals the disturbed communion between a man and a woman. He heals
their love. He drives out the demons who over and over again exhaust
and destroy their love. He purifies the atmosphere between the two and
gives them the ability to accept each other for ever. In Tobit’s account,
this healing is recounted with legendary images. In the New Testament,
the order of marriage established in creation and threatened in many
ways by sin, is healed through Christ’s acceptance of it in his redeeming
love. He makes marriage a sacrament: his love, put on a cross for us,
is the healing power which in all forms of chaos offers the capacity for
reconciliation, purifies the atmosphere and mends the wounds. The priest
is entrusted with the task of leading men and women ever anew to the
reconciling power of Christ’s love. He must be the healing “angel” who
helps them to anchor their love to the sacrament and to live it with an
ever renewed commitment based upon it. Secondly, the Book of Tobit
speaks of the healing of sightless eyes. We all know how threatened we
are today by blindness to God. How great is the danger that with all we
know of material things and can do with them, we become blind to God’s
light. Healing this blindness through the message of faith and the witness
of love is Raphael’s service, entrusted day after day to the priest and in
a special way to the Bishop. Thus, we are prompted spontaneously also
to think of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the Sacrament of Penance
which in the deepest sense of the word is a sacrament of healing. The
real wound in the soul, in fact, the reason for all our other injuries, is
sin. And only if forgiveness exists, by virtue of God’s power, by virtue
of Christ’s love, can we be healed, can we be redeemed.

“Abide in my love”, the Lord says to us today in the Gospel (Jn 15:
9). At the moment of your Episcopal Ordination he says so particularly
to you, dear friends. Abide in his love! Abide in that friendship with him,
full of love, which he is giving you anew at this moment! Then your lives
will bear fruit, fruit that abides (cf. Jn 15: 16). Let us all pray for you at
this time, dear Brothers, so that this may be granted to you. Amen.

Memorial of the three Archangels
St Peter’s Basilica
Saturday, 29 September 2007
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Djocesi ta' Ghawdex — Pjan Pastorali Djocesan
ghas-sena pastorali 2007-2008

“Kunu Hbieb ta’ 1-Evangelju”

“L-Ispirtu s-Santu jghallimkom kollox u jfakkarkom dak kollu li
ghedtilkom.” ( Gw 14,26)

Komunita nisranija mibnija fuq il-Kelma ¢’ Alla

1. Waqt li tikkontempla t-thabbira ta’ l-anglu lill-Vergni ta’ Nazaret (ara
Lq 1,26-38), il-Knisja f’Ghawdex trid tkompli timxi t-triq tal-fidi u tikber
fl-ghagda mal-Missier billi tisma’ l-lehen tal-Verb maghmul bniedem u
thares il-kelma tieghu bil-qawwa ta’ 1-Ispirtu moghti lilha. B hekk hija ssir
dejjem aktar il-Poplu tal-Patt il-Gdid, mibghuta biex ixxandar lill-bnedmin
il-grajja ta’ 1-Ghid tal-Mulej.

2. I1-Knisja tilga’ bhala grazzja specjali 1-kanonizzazzjoni ta’ San Gorg
Preca, u thoss is-sejha 1i 1-Mulej ghadu jaghmel permezz tal-Qaddis: “Kunu
hbieb ta’ 1-Evangelju”. Ghalhekk il-Knisja Lokali tixtieq tkompli timpenja
lilha nnifisha biex bhal Marija “tisma’ u tghozz f’qalbha” 1-Kelma mhabbra
litha, filwaqt li toffri ghajnuna biex l-insara kollha ta’ din id-djocesi jsiru
aktar midhla ta’ “Lehen il-Mahbub”; hekk jimmaturaw fil-fidi u jibnu
hajjithom fuq il-verita li tigi mill-Kelma ta’ Alla u t-taghlim tal-Knisja.

3. Wagqt 1i 1-komunita nisranija f’din il-gzira tersaq aktar lejn il-Kelma
rivelata, tkun qed tithejja flimkien mal-Knisja kollha biex tghix zewg
grajjiet importanti 1i huma marbuta mal-Kelma t’Alla: is-Sena Pawlina
mnedija mill-Papa Benedittu XVI (Gunju 2008 — Gunju 2009) — marbuta
ma’ 1-Appostlu i nissilna fil-fidi permezz ta’ l-evangelju, u s-Sinodu ta’
I-Isqfijiet (5-26 ta’ Ottubru 2008) — 1i se jistudja s-suggett “Il-Kelma t’Alla
fil-hajja u fil-missjoni tal-Knisja”.

Prijorita tal-Knisja f’Ghawdex: Il-formazzjoni
ta’ l-operaturi pastorali
4.11-Knisja f’Ghawdex tqis bhala prijorita 1-formazzjoni fil-fidi tal-poplu

nisrani kollu. Hi fidi 1i tigi mis-smigh tax-xandir tal-kelma ta’ Kristu (ara
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Rum 10,17). Ghalhekk il-Knisja f’Ghawdex thoss is-sejha mhux biss 1i

wkoll li tghin lill-insara jkunu aktar midhla tal-Kotba Mqaddsa.

5. Biex il-Kelma t’Alla tixxandar aktar u tkun l-ikel ta’ kuljum tal-poplu
li, permezz tal-varjeta tal-ministeri, jghinu lill-insara tad-djocesi jersqu
aktar qrib tal-Kotba Mqaddsa. Ghal dan il-ghan, il-Knisja trid tahdem u
titlob 1il Sid il-Hsad biex jibghat aktar haddiema fil-hsad tieghu, kemm
ghall-ministeru sacerdotali u ta’ hajja kkonsagrata, kif ukoll ghall-ministeri
1-ohra proprji tal-lajci.

6. It-triq ewlenija biex issehh il-formazzjoni fil-fidi tal-poplu nisrani hija
I-katekezi. Katekezi mibnija fuq gharfien ahjar tal-Kelma t’Alla twassal
lill-komunita nisranija biex tifhem aktar u ticcelebra ahjar il-liturgija, u
theggeg lill-insara biex joffru l-kontribut taghhom ghall-bini ta’ socjeta
aktar gusta u solidali ma’ min hu fil-bzonn. Imdawla mill-ministeru ta’
San Gorg Preca, fost l-urgenzi i thoss il-Knisja Lokali llum hi li jkollha
katekisti ffurmati biex ikunu jistghu jagdu l-ministeru li jiffurmaw insara
ohra — tfal, zghazagh u kbar — fil-fidi.

7.L-urgenza ta’ formazzjoni kontinwa fil-fidi hi stedina mhux biss ghal-
laj¢i nsara imma wkoll ghas-sacerdoti u l-persuni ta’ hajja kkonsagrata.
Is-sacerdoti huma l-ewwel operaturi pastorali fil-hidma tal-Knisja ghas-
salvazzjoni ta’ l-erwieh. Il-hegga ghall-hajja interjuri, I-ezemplarita tal-hajja
taghhom, il-prezenza taghhom qrib l-insara, u l-impenn fl-aggornament
teologiku ghandhom ikunu sinjal sensibbli ta’ tigdid fil-hajja tal-Knisja
Lokali.

Formazzjoni u mixja ta’ fidi fi hdan il-komunita nisranija

8. Biex il-hidma pastorali tkun aktar effikaci u tilhaq 1-ghanijiet taghha,
trid tkun sostnuta mhux biss mit-talb u mill-hajja sagramentali imma
wkoll minn formazzjoni soda fil-fidi ta’ dawk 1i jagdu xi ministeru fil-
knisja. Filwaqt li hafna laj¢i taw u qed jaghtu servizz varju u generuz
fil-komunitd nisranija, l-evangelizzazzjoni gdida titlob li min jaqdi xi
ministeru — spe¢jalment il-ministeri marbuta mal-katekezi, mal-liturgija,
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u mad-djakonija — ikun hu stess ged jigi ffurmat. Jehtieg, ghalhekk, i
kull min jigi msejjah biex jaqdi xi ministeru fil-komunita nisranija jithem
il-bzonn li jaghmel hu stess mixja ta’ fidi fi hdan il-komunita nisranija H
lilha jaqdi.

9.1l-mixja ta’ formazzjoni kontinwa fil-fidi tista’ tiehu forom diversi. Ir-
realta pastorali attwali turi kemm huma provvidenzjali ghat-tigdid tal-Knisja
Lokali I-esperjenzi ta’ formazzjoni nisranija li huma mibnija fuq il-Kelma
t’Alla. Flimkien mal-formazzjoni fil-fidi li ghadd ta’ laj¢i nsara qeghdin
ekklezjali, jehtieg 1i kull parrocca jkollha proposti ta’ formazzjoni kontinwa
fil-fidi ghal dawk l-insara 1-ohra li jixtiequ jaghrfu aktar fil-fond is-sbuhija
tal-fidi nisranija taghhom.

Ghanijiet tal-Pjan Pastorali Djocesan

10. Imsahha mid-don ta’ 1-Ispirtu li jghallem il-Poplu tal-Patt il-Gdid
u jfakkru fil-kelma ta’ Kristu, il-Knisja Lokali trid tkompli tibni fuq il-
hidma pastorali li harget mill-Pjan Pastorali Djocesan tas-sena 1i ghaddiet,
filwaqt li thares ’il quddiem fil-progettazzjoni tal-hidma pastorali taghha.
Ghalhekk:

10.1. titkompla l-azzjoni pastorali tal-Pjan Pastorali precedenti biex
jintlahqu aktar I-ghanijiet imfassla f’dak il-Pjan, jigifieri li fil-komunitajiet
insara kollha jkun hemm proposti ta’ mixja fil-fidi permezz tal-katekezi
ghall-adolexxenti;

10.2. titkompla u tittejjeb l-azzjoni pastorali fl-iskejjel, kemm sekondarji
kif ukoll primariji;

10.3. fil-parroc¢i jsiru proposti ta’ katekezi ghall-adulti, fejn ikun hemm
aktar familjarita mal-Kelma t’Alla;

10 4. il-parrocca u I-komunitajiet insara 1-ohra jhejju inizjattivi biex il-

Kelma ta’ Alla tkun prezenza aktar hajja fil-komunita liturgika u fil-familji
taghna.
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“Skola” ta’ formazzjoni fil-fidi u fil-qadi tal-ministeri

11.1d-Djocesi wkoll thossha msejha biex takkumpanja I-mixja fil-fidi ta’
l-operaturi pastorali. Flimkien ma’ seminars u mumenti ohra ta’ formazzjoni,
il-Knisja Lokali ged tibda “Skola ta’ Formazzjoni ghall-Ministeri”. Permezz
ta’ korsijiet bazici fit-teologija fundamentali u fil-pedogogija tal-fidi, il-
Knisja tkompli thejji laj¢i ffurmati ghad-diversi ministeri fil-Knisja. Dan
il-progett edukattiv ikompli jsir fis-snin li gejjin.

12. Hemm erba’ ogsma primarji tal-pastorali fejn il-Knisja thoss 1i trid
tifforma lajci biex jagdu I-ministeri li ghalihom jigu msejha: il-katekezi, il-
liturgija, id-djakonija, u I-pastorali mal-familja. Il-Knisja thoss li matul din
is-sena pastorali I-ewwel proposta ta’ formazzjoni teologika u pedagogika
ghandha ssir lil dawk i jaqdu l-ministeru ta’ katekist tat-tfal.

Marija, il-mara li tilqga’ u tghix il-Kelma

13. Marija hija l-ikona l-kbira tal-Knisja u tad-dixxiplu li jiftah galbu
ghall-Kelma mhabbra, biex il-Kelma tinkarna u ssir esperjenza ta’ hajja u
ta’ mhabba. Fis-sena pastorali li fiha niccelebraw il-125 sena mis-Sejha tal-
Madonna Ta’ Pinu lil Karmni Grima u 1-150 sena mid-dehriet tal-Madonna
gewwa Lourdes, il-Knisja f’Ghawdex thossha msejha biex timita lil Marija
li lagghet il-kelma u tat il-hajja lill-Verb.

14. Fil-mixja taghha ghad-dell tal-Kelma ta’ Alla 1-Knisja f"Ghawdex
thares lejn Marija u tilqga’ l-istedina taghha biex “naghmlu kull ma jghid
il-Mule;j”; lilha titlob biex fil-Knisja kollha u fid-Djocesi taghna jkun hawn
aktar sacerdoti, persuni kkonsagrati u laj¢i nsara li jsawru hajjithom fuq
il-Kelma t’Alla u jsiru dixxipli ta’ Kristu, 1i hu 1-kelma hajja tal-Missier.
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Quddiesa ta' Jum l-Indipendenza 2007
Omelija ta' Mons. Arcisqof Emeritus Guzeppi Mercieca

Il-verita, il-liberta u I-politiku

Hija dejjem haga sabiha u ta’ min ifahharha li, fl-okkazjoni tac-
Celebrazzjoni ta’ Jum I-Indipendenza ningabru quddiem il-Mulej biex
inroddulu hajr ghal dak kollu li ghamel maghna bhala poplu matul iz-
Zminijiet u, fi-istess hin, nitolbuh ikompli jieqaf maghna ghall-gejjieni.

I1-Mulej dejjem ghamel maghna hwejjeg kbar: bil-migja ta’ San Pawl fostna,
Alla zejjinna bir-rigal kbir tal-fidi nisranija; il-Mulej ghen lil missirijietna
johorgu rebbieha fit-tagbida ta’ 1-Assedju 1-Kbir; ghad hawn min jiftakar il-ferh
li garrabna bid-dhul fil-Port il-Kbir taghna tal-Konvoj ta’ Santa Marija.

I1-Mulej japprezza dan il-gest taghna 1i nroddulu hajr.

Il-verita u l-liberta

Malta tehtieg hafna 1-ghajnuna tal-Mulej Alla. Il-gejjieni tal-moralita
nisranija u tat-twemmin nisrani f’pajjizna ma jidhirx li se jsib bahar bnazzi.
Meta Alla jinghata 1-genb, titkasbar id-dinjita tal-bniedem u jiddghajfu
hafna s-sinsla morali u 1-gieh tal-pajjiz.

Jehtieg li nkunu ghaglin u nitghallmu mill-esperjenza ta’ haddiehor. Huwa
fatt 1i d-dinjita tal-bniedem kif ukoll is-sinsla morali ta’ bosta pajjizi, kemm
barra kif ukoll fi-Ewropa, garrbu u ghadhom igarrbu deni u hsara kbira meta
dawn, arbitrarjament u abbuzivament accettaw 1i I-kelma ‘verita’ u l-kelma
‘libertd’ jigu interpretati b’mod li jista’ jinghata lok ghal kull xorta ta’ egoizmu
u aptiti ohrajn bhalma huma l-idoli tal-poter, tal-flus, tal-pjacir u ohrajn.

Jehtieg nifthu ghajnejna ghaliex din l-interpretazzjoni hija sfacCatament

gidba u gerq li diga beda jxerred iz-zerriegha tal-hsara fostna. Il-verita
tal-Vangelu m’ghadhiex imharsa fostna dagskemm kienet ftit snin ilu.
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Alla ried u ordna li z-zwieg ikun bejn ragel wiehed u mara wahda
sal-mewt. Madankollu, m’ghadux difficli 1i ssib fostna min isemma’
lehnu favur id-divorzju u sahansitra forom differenti ohrajn taz-zwieg.
Il-koabitazzjoni donnha bdiet tindara sewwa. Lanqas il-kelma ‘abort’
m’ghadha tant tahsadna.

F’isem il-liberta qed ukoll jixxerred fostna taghlim li jistqarr li I-bniedem
jista’ jahseb dak i jrid, jemmen dak li jrid u jaghmel dak 1i jhoss li huwa
ahjar, aktar komdu ghalih. Dan hu taghlim hazin u qarrieqi li ma jista’
jwassal qatt ghal-libertd vera tal-bniedem.

Quddiem din is-sitwazzjoni religjuza u morali ta’ pajjizna m’ghandux
jahkimna 1-biza’. Kuragg, Alla maghna. Alla zgur joffrilna 1-ghajnuna
tieghu. Huwa jitlob biss li naccettaw l-ghajnuna tieghu u nikkoperaw
mieghu. Jitlobna nirrispettaw lil xulxin filwagqt i jkollna l-kuragg li I-
abjad inkomplu nsejhulu abjad, u l-iswed iswed. Huma mehtiega hafna
l-umiltd, it-talb u l-imhabba ta’ xulxin.

Irridu nobdu lil Alla

Alla ta lill-bniedem ir-rigal tal-liberta biex ikun jista’ jaghmel it-tajjeb
li jkun ta’ gid ghalih u ghall-ohrajn; meta wiehed jabbuza mil-liberta
billi ma jimxix skond ir-rieda ta’ Alla, dan jaghmel hsara lilu nnifsu u
lill-ohrajn.

Tissemma wkoll il-liberta tal-kuxjenza; dan ifisser li hadd ma ghandu
jigi obbligat Ii jemmen kontra r-rieda tieghu. Madankollu, dan ma jfissirx
li 1-bniedem, mahlug minn Alla biex ihobbu u jhobb lil hutu, jista’ jgib
ruhu kif irid jew jagbillu. Meta jigri hekk, il-bniedem ma jsibx liberta
izda jsib ruhu skjav ta’ bosta idoli.

11-ligi tal-bniedem ma tohlogx u ma tivvintax il-kuxjenza hi. Huwa Alla
li jkellimna dwar dak li huwa sewwa u dwar id-dinjita vera tal-bniedem
bid-dawl tar-raguni taghna, u jkompli jiccaralna dan bil-verita illi, ghax
ihobbna, iwasslilna. Huwa Alla 1i ghandu dritt 1i jaghtina 1-1ligi tieghu.
Il-bniedem, biex jilhaq il-kobor tad-dinjita tieghu u jikseb success tassew,
ghandu jobdi lil Alla. Il-bniedem, hu min hu, huwa fid-dmir 1i jfittex dak

443



Er

BULLETTIN TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI

li Alla jrid minnu u jobdih. Il-libertd vera tal-kuxjenza hija, ghalhekk,
ubbidjenza lejn Alla.

Il-verita tezisti tabilhaqq; u ghalhekk jehtieg noqoghdu attenti biex ma
ninhakmux mill-krizi 1i, kif semma 1-Q.T. il-Papa Benedittu XVI matul iz-
zjara ricenti tieghu fl-Awstrija, hafna ged jirrassenjaw ruhhom li I-bniedem
mhux kapaci jaghraf il-verita.

I-Q.T. il-Papa jkompli jghallem li, kieku I-verita ma teZistix ghall-
bniedem, allura l-bniedem lanqas jista’ jiddistingwi bejn it-tajjeb u I-hazin.
Sitwazzjoni bhal din tiftah il-bieb ghal kull xorta ta’ deni u hazen.

Il-verita tezisti, kif tezisti I-liberta; u 1-liberta hija frott tal-verita; hija 1-
verita li taghmilna nies hielsa, mehlusin minn kull jasar. Il-verita, ghalhekk,
mhix xi haga astratta. Ghalina l-Insara, il-verita hija I-fatt li Alla tant habb
il-bniedem li tana lil Ibnu stess. San Pawl, fl-Ittri lill-Galatin, jghidilna,
“Kristu helisna biex nghixu ta’ nies hielsa. lommu shih u tergghux tmiddu
ghongkom ghall-madmad tal-jasar” (Kap 5, 1).

Sehem il-politici

Fl-impenn taghna lejn hajja mibnija fuq il-verita biex ikolina 1-liberta,
il-politi¢i wkoll iridu jaghtu I-kontribut taghhom.

Gensna wasal fejn jinsab il-lum ghaliex kien immexxi minn politici li
stinkaw u hadmu, spiss b hafna sagrificcji personali u familjari, biex jiksbu
ghall-poplu taghna dak li huma emmnu li kien l-ahjar ghal gensna u ghal
pajjizna, skond is-sinjali taz-zminijiet.

Il-bnedmin tal-lum geghdin nghixu fi Zminijiet meta l-isfidi difficli u
r-responsabbiltajiet krucjali qeghdin dejjem jizdiedu. L-istrutturi socjali
jinsabu ghaddejjin minn tibdil gawwi mbuttat minn forzi ekonomici godda.
Mill-banda l-ohra, l-akkwisti xjentifi¢i fil-qasam tal-bioteknologija juru
I-bzonn li I-hajja umana tigi difiza f’kull stadju taghha. Hemm ukoll il-
weghdiet ta’ socjeta gdida li jitolbu b’urgenza decizjonijiet politici ¢ari favur
il-familja, it-tfal, iz-zghazagh, l-anzjani, id-dghajfin u l-emarginati. Dan jitlob
mill-politici 1i jkunu nies kapaci jaghrfu u jindikaw it-triq tal-verita.
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Il-poplu taghna japprezza meta jara b’ghajnejh u jkun jista’ jmiss b’idejh,
li I-impenn tal-politiku jkun ferm aktar minn dikjarazzjonijiet generici ta’
principji jew dikjarazzjonijiet. Il-poplu taghna jghozz hafna s-servizz tal-
politiku li fl-operat tieghu jkun u jidher li hu integru, responsabbli, matur,
onest, korrett u hieles minn kull dell ta’ korruzzjoni, preferenzi mhux leciti
u ma jfittixx l-interessi personali, tal-hbieb jew tal-politika partiggjana.

Kulhadd jitlob li fl-ezer¢izzju tal-poter ikun hemm xiehda ta’ moralita
soda, trasparenza u responsabbilta.

Jiena nemmen li 1-poplu taghna, fil-fond ta’ qalbu jixtieq li kull politiku
jkun leali lejn il-verita ta’ Alla dwar il-bniedem; ikun leali lejn il-gid
komuni; ikun leali lejn kull membru fis-socjeta billi jimxi dejjem b’mod
uman u gust ma’ kulhadd, minghajr harsien indenn lejn il-kulur politiku
jew xorta ohra tal-wic¢; u jkun leali wkoll lejn [-avversarju politiku tieghu
billi jimxi mieghu b’rispett lejn id-dinjita tieghu wkoll f"mumenti ta’
kontroversja jew prova akbar.

Jiena nemmen li l-poplu taghna jifrah hafna bil-politi¢i i 1-operat
taghhom jghin, u jidher li ged jghin biex il-fiducja tan-nies fil-klassi politika
u fil-politika nnifisha tikber u tissahhah dejjem izjed.

Fit-triq tal-verita

Harsa lura turina 1i fil-mixja tieghu lejn gejjieni ahjar, il-poplu taghna
fittex dejjem li jkun ispirat minn imhabba kbira ghal Alla u ghozza tal-
verita tieghu.

Nitlob lill-Missier Etern, bl-intercessjoni ta’ Ommna Marija, li tant
hija f’qalb il-poplu taghna, biex jaghti lilna lkoll, b’mod partikolari Iill-
politi¢i kollha taghna, tal-lum u ta’ ghada, id-dawl u l-ghajnuna tieghu
halli pajjizna jibqa’ miexi dejjem fit-triq ta’ imhabba shiha lejn il-Hallieq
u r-rieda tieghu ghalina I-bnedmin.

KonKattidral ta’ San Gwann
21 ta’ Settembru 2007

445



BULLETTIN TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI

Jum I-Anzjani 2007
Quddiesa minn Mons. Arcisqof Pawl Cremona O.P.

“Tiddejqux titkellmu fuq l-esperjenza taghkom”

L-ewwelnett, kemm hu sabih li Itagjna hawnhekk biex dan il-jum, fost
affarijiet ohra, nghodduh ukoll bhala radd ta’ hajr lil Alla 1-Missier, li
huwa l-ghajn ta’ kull hajja, I-ghajn ta’ kull ghomor.

Nahseb li l-ewwel lezzjoni tal-lum taghtna dagxejn ta’ hjiel fuq
x’qeghdin niccelebraw. Ahna, meta naqraw il-Kelma ta’ Alla, hafna
drabi nkunu gqeghdin infittxu min hu Alla [-Imbierek. Nixtiegkom i,
meta taqraw il-Kelma ta’ Alla, tfittxu wkoll min hu Il-bniedem; tfittex
ukoll int min int. Ghax Alla l-Imbierek jibghat il-Kelma tieghu mhux
biss biex inharsu lejh — haga qaddisa - imma biex jien inhares lejja u
nara l-valur tieghi, u biex inhares lejn min hemm hdejja u nara l-valur
tieghu jew taghha.

Il-lum, il-Kelma ta’ Alla li qrajna ggieghlek tistaghgeb. Imma kemm
verament niswew jiena u intom? Alla I-Imbierek qalilna dan il-kliem
il-lum: “Jiena ghajjur fuq li ghajjur ghal Sijon.” Sijon tfisser il-belt ta’
Alla. Allura Sijon tfisser kull wiehed u wahda minna. Temmnu li Alla
l-Imbierek jghid li hu ghajjur ghalija? Temmen li Alla I-Imbierek qed
jghid i hu ghajjur ghalina u allahares min imissna ghax tant ihobbna? U
jkompli sejjer hekk. Jghid: “Mill-gdid indur lejn Sijon u nigi nghammar
f'nofs Gerusalemm.” Alla I-Imbierek tant habbna, li hu gie jghammar
fostna. Kultant anki difficli wiehed jghidlek, ‘nixtieq nigi narak imma se
johodli I-hin biex nigi hdejk’, u ma jigix. Alla l-Imbierek, Alla I-Missier
baghat lil Ibnu biex jghammar mieghi u mieghek. Tista’ timmagina
mhabba akbar minn din? Tista’ timmagina Alla kemm irid jaghtina
kuragg biex nghixu l-hajja taghna?

Iktar ’1isfel, meta jkun gieghed jitkellem, Zakkarija jaghzel (ippermettuli
lI-kelma, imma hekk hija ezatta) l-iktar mumenti dghajfin tal-hajja tal-
bniedem. U meta jghinna noholmu f’din il-belt, fejn gieghed fi¢c-Centru,
isemmi lilhom. Ma jsemmix Sijon hija sabiha ghaliex ghandha hafna nies
b’sahhithom, dik 1i nghidulhom ‘bniedem gieghed fl-ahjar tieghu’.
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Tafu lil min isemmi? L-ewwel isemmi lit-tfal - ha nghid hekk it-tieni
wahda - isemmi lit-tfal ghax it-tfal huma l-iktar dghajfin. Ibda mill-guf
meta jkunu ghadhom fil-guf, sakemm ikunu ghadhom tfal, ikunu dghajfin.
Mela b’'mod specjali Alla I-Imbierek ipoggi l-imhabba tieghu fuq it-tfal,
ghax huma dghajfin. Imma mbaghad, it-tieni biéca: Zakkarija, dan il-
profeta, isemmi li f’din il-belt I-iktar 1i se jkunu jidhru huma dawk li
huma anzjani/xjuh; u mhux biss xjuh, ried ikompli iktar, dawk 1i huma
bil-bastun. Jigifieri, dak li ma ghandux bastun ma ghandux ghax jiddejjaq,
imma hu ried isemmi lil dawk li ghandhom bastun biex juri kemm
ghandhom ghomor. Ghaliex kultant, anki l-anzjani/xjuh huma persuni
dghajfa fis-socjeta. Kultant, is-socjetd ma taghtihomx dak li hagghom;
twarrabhom fil-genb. Allura Alla l-Imbierek ried jaghti dagxejn ta’ dawl
— ‘dawk jiena nhobbhom b’mod specjali’.

Id-dinjita ta’ l-anzjani

Ghaliex gieghed nghid dan huti? Ghaliex l-importanti, 1i ahna bhala
socjetd dejjem iktar naghrfu l-importanza ta’ l-anzjani/tax-xjul 1i hemm
fostna. Ahna, nizzuhajr lil Alla, ged nghixu l-anzjanitad/x-xjuhija taghna
f’din il-parti tad-dinja, fejn nizzuhajr lil Alla l-anzjani ghandhom hafna
drittijiet. Nirringrazzjaw lil Alla. Is-socjeta ma hi gqed taghmel xejn hlief
taghraf id-dinjita li l-anzjani ghandhom dritt ghaliha.

Ha nfakkarkom dagxejn. Darba kien hemm Madre Tereza. Tiftakruha
l-istorja taghha. Fejn kienet marret tghix hi, fl-Indja, ghad hemm nies
li kapaci jmutu, ghax huma anzjani, imutu fit-triq. Dagshekk huma
mwarrbin mis-socjeta.

Jiena nixtieq li 1-lum intom titolbu - mhux ninghalqu fid-drittijiet
taghna biss - nitolbu ghal dawk li I-lum ma ghandhomx l-istess dinjita
li ghandna ahna.

Imma mbaghad, Alla I-Imbierek, meta jghid li hu gej jghammar fostna,
jghid ukoll, ‘imma nixtieq li, meta jien nigi nghammar fostkom, in-nies
l-ohrajn jistghu jghidu fejn nghammar jien ged insib poplu fidil, jigifieri
poplu 1i jghix ukoll qrib ta’ Alla’. Ghax Alla jista’ jipprova jigi fostna,
imma jien xorta nista’ nwarrbu. Alla jista’ jigi fostna, imma jien xorta

447



BULLETTIN TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI

nista’ ma napprezzahx. Allura, Alla l-Imbierek qieghed jghidilna, ‘il-lum
gejtu hawnhekk biex tghiduli, Mulej ahna poplu li napprezzaw ghax gejt
fostna, imma napprezzaw ukoll li ahna rridu naghmlu l-parti taghna’.

Il-passat

Ha nagsmu daqxejn ta’ ideat. X’jigifieri, ahna bhala insara, inkunu
poplu fidil grib lejn Alla I-Imbierek? Jien se nsemmi tliet affarijiet. Tafu
li l-anzjanitd/x-xjuhija huwa mument fejn il-passat taghna jitwal hafna.
Min ghandu ghoxrin sena, ghandu passat biss ta’ ghoxrin sena. Ahna,
il-passat taghna kiber hafna; min ghandu sittin sena passat tieghu, min
ghandu sebghin, min ghandu tmenin, forsi hemm min ghandu disghin
ukoll hawnhekk - mela jkun jitwal. Allura I-ewwel haga li xtaqt nagsam
maghkom hija din: il-passat taghkom, meta tkunu fil-kwiet gharfu li kien
hemm il-Mulej gieghed hemmhekk. Kultant, meta nkunu ghadna mixjin,
inkunu ghadna fl-ahjar taghna, giesu nghixuha minghajr ma naghrfu li
hemm Alla.

Tiddejqux tharsu lejn il-passat taghkom; se ssibu zewg affarijiet. L-
ewwel, il-mumenti sbieh; ergghu ghixuhom il-mumenti sbieh u ghidulu,
‘grazzi Mulej ghal dawk il-mumenti sbieh ta’ hajti’. Imbaghad tara
I-mumenti li mhumiex sbieh, forsi I-mumenti tat-tbatija, mumenti ta’
dizappunt, mumenti ta’ wegghat. Lill-Mulej ghidulu, ‘Mulej, naf 1i inti
kont hemm’. Kemm-il darba nghiduha; anki n-nuqqasijiet taghna, anki
d-dnubiet taghna . Tiddejqux tharsu lura u tghidulu, ‘Grazzi Mulej ghax
inti ergajt gibtna; dejjem kont fidil’.

It-tieni haga. Ahna ghandna futur. Din il-haga nghidha anki liz-
zghazagh jiena. Gieli nkun maz-zghazagh, ikollhom anki ghoxrin sena,
u nghidithom: ‘Ftakru li I-futar taghkom ma jasalx biss sakemm ikollok
mitt sena. Ahna ghandna futur iehor. Qeghdin fil-Knisja ta’ Kristu
Sultan. Il-futur taghna hija l-eternitd. U anki liz-zghazagh, nghidilhom,
‘Itolbuh lill-Mulej ghal hajja twila, ghomor twil, ghax dik hija qdusija.
Imma Mulej, xi darba, wara din il-hajja/ghomor twil, nixtieq li narak
wic¢ imb’wic¢’. Oholmu fugha huti; oholmu, ghidulu, ‘Mulej, kemm
nixtieq xi darba narak fis-sbuhija tieghek’, ghax dik taghtik dawl anki
forsi ghat-tbatijiet 1i tkun ged tghix.
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It-tielet haga 1i nixtieq nghidilkom hija parir li darba smajt minghand
wahda anzjana fuq il-hajja taghha kif qed tghixha I-lum. Qaltli, ‘Jien taf
kif nghixha? Nghidlu, ‘Mulej, dak li se taghtini nerga’ naghtihulek lura.
Jekk qabel kelli sahha ta’ hamsin, kont naghtik hamsin. Il-lum, jekk
ghandi sahha ta’ ghaxra, se naghtihielek lura biex inkun nista’ naqdik’.
Biex la jkollok it-tentazzjonijiet li tixtieq dak 1i mhux possibbli - kultant
nghixu fil-passat... ‘ghax kont naghmel hekk’... imma issa mhux il-passat,
ghax inkella jiffrustana - u lanqas dak li tani I-Mulej, ma nintelagx. Jekk
tista’ tghid kelma, tajba, ghax ma ghandikx tghidha? Jekk tista’ taghti
parir tajjeb, ghax ma ghandikx taghtih? Dak tahulek il-Mulej. Mela,
‘Mulej dak 1i taghtini se naghtih lura’.

Missjoni

Ahna, is-soltu, lil Gesd nqeghduh bhala l-mudell, fit-tbatija, fil-ferh.
Hemm haga li ahna ma nistghux inharsu lejn Gesti bhala 1-mudell taghna
— l-anzjanita/ix-xuhija, ghax Gesti miet ta’ tlieta u tletin sena. Allura, li
xtaqt li nagsam maghkom, hija Sidtna Marija; ghandna mudell. Sidtna
Marija, meta miet Gesii, kienet ommu, nafu li marret ma’ San Gwann;
u allura nafu li ghexet hajja anzjana.

Zew$ affarijiet u naghtikom missjoni.

L-ewwel wahda. Sidtna Marija, meta kienet tkun ma’ din il-gemgha
kif geghdin ahna, kienet tirrakkonta l-esperjenzi taghha ma’ Gest; inkella
ma konniex inkunu nafu t-tfulija ta’ Gesti, nafuha minn Sidtna Marija.
L-ewwel missjoni:  tiddejqux tirrakkuntaw l-esperjenzi taghkom li
huma sbieh ma’ Gesu, anki lil dawk 1i huma zghar. Kultant iz-zghar
jiddejqu meta ahna nimponulhom - ‘int trid taghmel hekk, int trid
taghmel hekk’.

Minflok ma nghidulhom hekk, ghidilhom int x’ghamilt. ‘Kieku taf kemm
kont inhossni tajjeb ma’ Gesit. Kieku taf Gesli kemm hu qrib tieghi’. L-
ewwel missjoni - tiddejqux titkellmu fuq l-esperjenza taghkom.

It-tieni haga. Il-Madonna kienet tigbor madwarha lill-appostli biex
jitolbu maghha. Tghiduli, ‘Fejn tafha din? Nafuha, ghax meta kien
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niezel 1-Ispirtu s-Santu, hemm miktub li kienu geghdin jitolbu, l-appostli,
flimkien ma’ Marija omm Gest.

Nista’ naghtikom missjoni? Hemm persuni fil-Knisja 1i ghadhom
jistghu jahdmu: hafna sacerdoti, religjuzi, lajéi. Nista’ naghtikom il-
missjoni li tappoggjawhom, anki lili, bit-talb taghkom? Tistghu fit-talb
taghkom - jekk s’issa- ghadkom ma intomx ged taghmluha - iddahlu
kuljum, ‘Mulej nitolbu ghall-Knisja, b’mod specjali ghall-Knisja f’Malta,
biex taghtina l-kuragg, taghtina 1-qawwa, taghtina I-fidi, bizzejjed taghtina
l-imhabba’. Din hija 1-missjoni li kienet taghmel Sidtna Marija, u
nixtieqgkom taghmluha intom.

Nerga’ nawguralkom il-Jum I-Anzjan it-tajjeb. Jalla 1-Mulej jaghtikom
barkiet godda kif jaf jaghmel hu, fuq kull wiehed u wahda minnkom.

Knisja Parrokkjali ta’ Kristu Re, Rahal Gdid
1 ta’ Ottubru 2007
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Seminar dwar iz-zwieg ¢ivili
Diskors ta' 1-gheluq minn Mons. Arc¢isqof Pawl Cremona O.P.

L-ewwelnett, xtaqt nghid grazzi hafna lill-Catholic Enquiry Centre ghal
dak li taghmel, imma anki ghal dan is-seminar; ghaliex jiena tghallimt
hafna; smajt hafna, irriflettejt hafna, u jiena Cert li anke intom ilkoll hadtu
hafna minn dan is-seminar. Grazzi hafna.

Dagxejn ta’ riflessjonijiet fuq iz-zwigijiet ¢ivili tal-Maltin.
Nahseb hemm zewg ragunijiet principali.

Ghandek dawk 1i jaghzlu 1i jaghmlu hekk: jistghu jizzewgu wkoll biz-
zwieg kanoniku, bil-Knisja, u ma jaghzlux. Allura jista’ jkun li hemm
ukoll problemi ta’ fidi. Imma kemm hija qawwija 1-fidi; per ezempju
hija xi haga li forsi kultant tinkwetak hija li, forsi anki persuni ta’ fidi
differenti huma tant.... incedu. Per ezempju, jekk inti ghandek grazzja
ma’ xi hadd, xi drabi l-insistenza li jiena ma nizzewwigx jew nizzewweg
¢ivilment biss, gieli jkollha nagra.... Forsi mistogsija 1i naghmel hija
wkoll, kemm hija qawwija 1-fidi taghna fl-ghazliet taghna? Kultant, meta
xi hadd jigi jghidlek anki fuq problema taz-zwieg, nghidlu: ‘Inti taf li
hemm insara xi pajjizi tad-dinja li biex ikomplu jghixu I-fidi taghhom
geghdin jiffac¢jaw martirju; qeghdin jiffaccjaw persekuzzjoni?’” Forsi
1-fidi taghna hija hafifa hafna. Irridu naraw; niccalingjaw. ‘

It-tieni haga, ghandek xi whud li Zzewgu ¢ivilment ghaliex ghandhom
effetti ta’ problemi matrimonjali li kienu qabel, allura ma jistghux
jizzewgu; jixtiequ jizzewgu kanonikament, imma ma jistghux.

Zewsg mistogsijiet

Allura I-mistqosijiet i rridu naghmlu huma tnejn.

L-ewwelnett, x’effett qed thalli 1-fidi nisranija fil-hajja mizzewga?
Jigifieri zewg kuncetti importanti huma; kuncett ta’ per ezempju ta’

imhabba. I-lum tisma’ l-kelma, qabel iz-zwieg, ghaliex ikollok forsi 1-
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genituri li kultant ikollhom esperjenza ghax ikunu ged jitkellmu bil-mohh,
xi drabi, u mhux bil-qalb: ‘Imma dak mhux tajjeb ghalik; dik mhux tajba
ghalik’. ‘Ghax inhobbu’. Jghaddu hames snin, ikunu ged jghixu flimkien
u anke zzewgu, jergghu jigu ghandek u jghidulek: ‘Ghax ma nhoss xejn’.
X’inhu l-kuncett ta’ imhabba? X’inhi li ghandha tghaqqad l-imhabba
ma’ l-impenn, ma’ l-ghotja personali? Hija xi haga barra minna, jew
le? L-istess, nahseb kuncett li huwa iktar personali hu li gisu din il-haga
hija haga barra minna.

Jien kultant nic¢ajta anki ma’ I-gharajjes , kont nghidilhom meta kont
naghmel il-kors taghhom. Nahseb gatt ma kien hemm Zmien dags il-lum,
meta l-gharajjes jaghmlu granet u weekends u cruises flimkien gabel
iz-zwieg. Xi drabi, ezatt l-ghada wara z-zwieg: “Imma hallili l-ispazju,
hija”. Qabel dak il-genn! Jigifieri dawn l-ideat li hemm b’mod specifiku
nisrani, nahseb mhux geghdin jidhlu totalment.

It-tieni haga, kemm il-bazi nisranija qed tghinhom. Allura ghandek
il-problema religjon u fidi. Jiena ninsistilhom ukoll: ‘Inti mhux tnejn li
ghandek grazzja ma’ xi hadd u qed tizzewweg permezz ta’ tieg nisrani.
Inti digamghammed b’vizjoni - li jiena, bhala patri jew bhala sacerdot
l-istess haga, il-kuncett tieghi ta’ kif inhobb, kif nara 1-ohrajn, gieghed
hemm - jiena se napplikah fiz-zwieg.

Din, fil-kuntest ta’ zwieg kanoniku, kemm irridu ninsistu iktar fugha.

Huma zewg mghammdin li digaghandhom il-fidi kif iharsu r-realtali ged
jidhlu ghaz-zwieg. Nahseb irridu ninsistu iktar fughom.

L-isfidi li jezistu
Mela allura ¢-challenges li ghandhom.

L-ewwelnett irridu nghaddu minn kunéett taz-zwieg bhala kultura ghal
ghazla konxja. Irridu iktar ninsistu li inti qed taghmel ghazla konxja.

Jien, generalment, meta nkun qed nippriedka f’quddiesa ta’ tieg,
nghidilhom zewg affarijiet: ‘L-ewwelnett, grazzi ghaliex stajtu tizzewgu

¢ivilment imma zzewigtu hekk, fil-Knisja. It-tieni, nittama li t-tieni ghazla
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ghamiltuha ghax dan mhux tieg ghalikom, dan huwa zwieg. Xi haga li
gieghed jibda u qieghed ikompli’.

Allura b’dan id-dawl irridu naccetaw anki bhala Knisja - din qalha
1-Papa Benedittu ftit ilu - “dhalna f’dinja pluralista”. Donna ghadna taht
xokk. Irridu naccettaw li 1-Knisja taghna I-lum trid tghix u SSlb post
f’dinja li hija pluralista.

Mela, xi tfisser? Konkluzjonijiet taghha hi din. Mhux fuq tradizzjoni
biss, izda rridu nimpustawha fuq xiehda, b’kull rispett. Jekk ghandna 1-
genituri - ged nghid forsi ezempju - u tghidilhom: ‘Ghax inti trid tizzewweg
bil-Knisja, ghax hekk suppost tizzewweg fil-Knisja’. Imbaghad jaraw
lill-genituri taghhom qeghdin flimkien imma z-zwieg taghhom ma ghandu
l-ebda sbuhija. Il-messagg qed ikun kontra ghaliex mhix tradizzjoni,
hija l-kwalita".

Il-lum iz-zghazagh nghidilhom: ‘Forsi erbghin sena ilu kont tizzewweg
~u inti kien ikollok mohhok mistrieh ghax min hemm hdejk se jibga’’,
ghax kellna sens kbir ta’ fedelta. Il-lum le. I-lum, jekk il-kwalita taz-
zwieg mhux se tahdem fuqgha, ta’ hdejk aqta’ kif se jitlag! Allura, dik
hija challenge sabih biex ma tikkuntentax b’kollox.

It-tieni haga: Allura,kemm huwaimportanti li ahna jkollna komunitajiet
taghna nsara; iridu jkunu komunitajiet mhux li jippreservaw.

Darba kont gieghed x’imkien u l-idea kienet: ‘Ejja nippreservaw il-
fidi’. Tippreserva 1-fidi meta qed nonqsu? Mhux nippreservaw; irridu
nfittxu dawk li hemm barra. U jekk tfittex li hemm barra ghandna t-
tieni challenge. Meta jridu jigu ghandna rridu nkunu welcoming. Trid
tilgaghhom b’idejk miftuha u tara kif se takkumpanjahom fl-ewwel
mumenti. Meta jergghu jirritornaw ghandna; ma nistghux nibgghu
nirragunaw bhal gabel.

It-tielet ghandna ¢-challenge tal-media. Ghandna zewg challenges
tal-media. Ghandek il-media ta’ dawk 1i huma digd konvertiti. Dawk
se jifthu channel fejn jisimghu xi haga. U l-ohrajn, li x’aktarx l-iktar
li ghandhom bzonn? Jigifieri li ghandna bzonn huwa li, fi programmi
ohrajn li wiehed ma jaghzilhomx imma jaghzel thriller, ghax ihobb it-
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thrillers, f’xi mument int se taghtih, anki jekk ma kienx ged jistennieh,
int se taghtih il-messagg. Ilni nghidha hafna li jrid ikun hemm spots
ghal dak li inti ma kontx ged tistenna.

Ir-rwol tal-genituri
L-ahhar haga, i hija importanti hafna: Ir-rwol tal-genituri.

Jien nahseb li l-iskola, il-Knisja, dawk iridu biss jghinu; dik hija r-rwol
centrali tal-genituri.

Allura zewg riflessjonijiet.

L-ewwelnett, il-lum ma hemmx mod iehor, ged nghidu: jekk lit-tfal
trid tghaddilhom il-valuri, ma hemmx mod iehor hlief 1i tghaddihomlom
inti. Xi mument trid issib biex tghaddihulhom. Ma tistax tghid: ‘Issa
jitghallmuh wahidhom’. It-tieni, li ahna ma ahniex konxji, jekk int ma
intix gieghed tghaddilhom il-valuri, vojt mhux ha jibga’. Xi hadd iehor
ged jimliehom. X’aktarx li qed jimliehom it-televizjoni; u I-lum ghandna
I-internet. U ma ahniex konxji. Jigifieri jekk il-genituri ma humiex se
jkunu konxji, mhux billi ahna geghdin f’pajjiz kattoliku. Ma hu veru
xejn, ghax ma tafx ma xiex se jiltagghu. Ghaddilhom I-esperjenza ghax
hija I-esperjenza li se taghtihom is-sahha.

Darba kont ged nitkellem ma’ xi hadd 1i kien professjonist u nisrani
tajjeb hafna. Dan galli: ‘Imma x’differenza, hux?’ Qabel kemm konna
nkunu nfluwenzati; kien ikun hemm in-nanniet: Dik mhux tajba.
X’differenza t-tfal il-lum; ma humiex influwenzati. X'’differenzal’
Ghidtlu: ‘Inti bis-serjetd qed titkellem?” Qalli: ‘Iva; ghaliex?’
Ghidtlu: ‘Jekk inti poggejthom erba’ sighat quddiem televizjoni, mhux
influwenzati?’” Il-problema mhux ghax huma influwenzati, imma li lanqas
ahna konxji li huma influwenzati.

Jigifieri dawn huma l-ghazliet konxji tqal li rridu naghmlu.
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L-ewwelnett, hemm I-aspett soc¢jali. Ahna u 1-Gvern irridu nahdmu
flimkien ghax hemm effetti so¢jali indipendenti mill-effett nisrani.

I1-Knisja ghandha wkoll homeworks kbar. L-ewwel wahda hija tat-
Tribunal Ekklezjastiku. Ibqghu zgur li ged nipprova naghmel mill-ahjar u,
jekk il-Bambin irid, forsi jkollna rizultati, ghax hija wahda mir-ragunijiet
ghaliex nahseb xi hadd ikun irid jidhol fi zwieg ¢ivili.

It-tieni wahda hija l-iskejjel. Qed nippruvaw li ghal dak li jkun, ir-
religjon tkun verament ta’ esperjenza. U, ovvjament, il-parroc¢i. Ma
hemmx ghalfejn nghidu, sacerdoti f"Malta bejn wiehed u iehor hawn
erba’ mija, u minn dawn l-erba’ mija hafna minnhom l-average age hija
fuq is-sittin.

Ghandna bzonn hafna iktar insara li jifhmu 1i tkun nisrani ma huwiex
li inti tilga’. Li tkun nisrani huwa li tiehu r-responsabilita biex taghti
s-sehem tieghek fil-Knisja.

Dar 1-Emigrant
Valletta
13 ta’ Ottubru 2007
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Arc¢idjocesi ta' Malta — It-twettiq tal-Pjan Pastorali 2007-2008
Rapport ta' I-ewwel sena ghall-Asemblea Djocesana 2007
FLIMKIEN FI KRISTU GHAS-SERVIZZ TAL-BNIEDEM

MIXJA LI KOMPLIET

I1-Pjan Pastorali 2007-2008 ikompli I-mixja li saret tul il-Pjan Pastorali
2005-2006 ghat-twettiq tas-Sinodu. IlI-Pjan ghandu hames ghanijiet,
b’ghadd ta’ progetti u hidmiet, u b’indikazzjoni c¢ara ta’ min hu
responsabbli ghat-twettiq taghhom.

L-Assemblea Djocesana tas-27 ta’ Settembru u d-29 ta’ Settembru 2007
taghmel valutazzjoni tal-hidma 1i tkun saret fl-ewwel sena tal-Pjan, kif
ukoll thares il quddiem lejn it-tieni sena tal-Pjan.

Ghalhekk, ged jigi pprezentat dan ir-rapport bi thejjija ghal din il-valutazzjoni
1i trid issir fl-Assemblea Djocesana, kif ukoll bhala ghajnuna ghall-harsa 1
quddiem lejn dak i jrid isir tul is-sena 2008. Dan ir-rapport se jghid f*sintesi
u fil-gosor hafna x’sar jew ged isir u x’baga’ 1i jrid isir ghal kull wiehed
mill-progetti tal-Pjan Pastorali. Min ikun irid iktar dettalji, jixtieq jistagsi xi
mistogsijiet jew ji¢cara xi punti, ghandu jikkuntattja lis-Segreterija Pastorali
jew lill-istituzzjoni partikulari responsabbli tal-hidma sa 1-20 ta’ Settembru
2007, biex jista’ jinghata t-taghrif mitlub.

Ta’ min ifakkar li, minbarra dak 1i jissemma f’dan il-Pjan rigward il-
parrocéi, kull parrocca ghandha wkoll pjan ghal 2007-2008, fejn tindika kif
se twettaq 1-ghanijiet imfissra f’dan il-Pjan Pastorali ta’ I-Ar¢idjocesi. L-
istess process li se jsir fl-Assemblea Djocesana, se jsir ukoll fl-Assemblea
Parrokkjali ta’ kull parrocca, ghal dak li jolgot il-parrocca.

L-Assemblea Djocesana, ippresjeduta minn Mons. Aréisqof, ghandha
tkompli 1-istess spirtu tas-Sinodu, billi tkun esperjenza ta’ informazzjoni,
partecipazzjoni mifruxa, accountability, valutazzjoni u programmazzjoni;
u fuq kollox esperjenza ta’ Knisja 1i tkun miftuha ghall-Ispirtu ta’ Alla
u twiegeb ghas-sinjali tieghu fl-istorja.

31 ta’ Awissu 2007
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L-ispirazzjoni ghall-Pjan: il-motto, il-vizjoni u I-missjoni

FLIMKIEN FI KRISTU GHAS-SERVIZZ TAL-BNIEDEM
Dan hu l-motto ta’ ispirazzjoni ghall-Knisja f’Malta matul is-sentejn
2007-2008. Il-hsieb hu li b’dan il-mod, il-Knisja tista’ tahdem aktar:

- flimkien, b’mod li johrog ¢ar li hi komunita wahda;

- fi Kristu, b’mod li tkun komunita fejn jidher dejjem aktar il-wic¢ ta
Kristu;
- ghas-servizz tal-bniedem, b’mod li I-bniedem Jlbqa dejjem it-triq tal-
Knisja, kif wera Kristu stess.

IL-MISSJONI

11-Knisja f"Malta

twettaq is-Sinodu Djocesan

billi tkun Knisja li tinbena fil-formazzjoni,
waqt li tissahhah fil-komunjoni ta’ ahwa

u d-djalogu fi hdanha;

b’impenn kbir fl-evangelizzazzjoni gdida,
tidhol fi djalogu mas-socjeta,

filwaqt 1i tghix b’imhabba kbira lejn kulhadd
u b’sens kbir ta’ qadi u solidarjeta

tfittex lill-imbeghdin u lill-emarginati.

L-GHANIJIET TAL-PJAN PASTORALI

Ispirati mill-mission statement, dawn huma l-hames ghanijiet tal-Pjan
Pastorali. Il-progetti tal-Pjan ghandhom il-hsieb li jgibu ’l quddiem
dawn 1-ghanijiet.

1. Knisja li tinbena fil-formazzjoni u li tevangelizza
2. Knisja li tissahhah fil-komunjoni u fi djalogu fi hdanha u mas-

socjeta
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3. Knisja 1i taqdi u tmexxi ’l quddiem is-solidarjeta ma’ l-emarginati
4. Knisja li ticcelebra b’'mod haj

5. Knisja 1i taghti attenzjoni partikulari lill-familja u lill-adolexxenti/
zghazagh

1. Knisja li tinbena fil-formazzjoni u li tevangelizza

Hidma koordinata minn strutturi djocesani

L-Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni Pastorali jkollu l-premises tieghu fl-Istitut
Kattoliku, mnejn jista’ jikkoordina l-hidma tieghu.

(Aréidjocesi)

Dan sar. Fl-Istitut Kattoliku ser ikun hemm Conference Room mghammra
b’kollox ghal sittin persuna fejn jistghu jinghataw il-lectures ta’ I-Istitut
ta’ Formazzjoni Pastorali. Maghha ser ikun hemm 1-Uffi¢c¢ju tad-Direttur
u tas-Segretarju/a Amministrattiv. Intefget is-somma ta’ L m13,000 biex
sar dan il-progett.

Isir tahrig fl-ippjanar f’livelli differenti, specjalment lil dawk li jkunu
responsabbli mill-istrutturi djocesani, biex ikollhom dejjem izjed il-
mentalita ta’ ippjanar, twettiq, valutazzjoni u ippjanar mill-gdid, fid-dawl
tal-karatteristici partikulari li johorgu mill-ippjanar f’kuntest ta’ Knisja.
(Segreterija Pastorali, Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni Pastorali)

Din il-materja ser tigi ttrattata fix-xhur 1i gejjin; imma fejn tidhol
l-evalwazzjoni saru laqghat ghall-membri tal-Kumissjonijiet
Implimentazzjoni Sinodu tal-parroc¢i fejn gie spjegat lilhom fid-dettall
kif issir I-evalwazzjoni tal-pjani parrokkjali. Hemm il-hsieb li jsir ‘power-
point presentation’ fil-bidu ta’ kull Assemblea Parrokkjali, 1i tfiehem kif
ghandha ssir l-evalwazzjoni.

Tkompli t-tieni fazi ta’ seminars formattivi dwar l-ispirtu tas-Sinodu lil
dawk 1i huma impenjati fil-hidma djakonali tal-Knisja f"Malta, b’mod
partikulari lill-istaff ta’ l-agenziji li jiffurmaw parti mill-Kunsill tas-
Segretarjat Caritas. Jinhadem follow-up ghall-kors.

(Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni, Segretarjat Caritas)
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Matul ix-xhur ta’ Frar, Marzu u Mejju 2007 gew offruti tliet seminars
li kellhom bhala suggett ‘Il-Knisja — Esperjenza ta’ Qadi u Servizz’.
Saret ukoll proposta biex ikun hemm ukoll progett formattiv ghall-care
u domestic staff. Sar ftehim 1i kull agenzija tippjana u toffri hi stess il-
formazzjoni fi hdanha ghall-care u domestic staff taghha. Fi tmiem it-tieni
fazi ta’ dawn is-seminars, se jsir follow-up ta’ seminars fuq l-istess linji
formattivi ghas-sena 2008.

Jitfasslu korsijiet ta’ formazzjoni professjonali ghall-istaff tad-djar tat-tfal
u l-ufficéju centrali.

(Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni, Ufficéju Centrali ‘Ejjew Ghandi’)

Matul l-ewwel sitt xhur tas-sena, kemm il-professional staff kif ukoll il-
caring u domestic staff attendew kors Ii jgib l-isem ta’ “Children and
their Systems-Creating and Maintaining Professional Alliances”. Dan
kien immexxi minn Dr Roberta Attard. Kien jikkonsisti fit-tmien lectures
ta’ saghtejn u nofs, li saru fid-Dar Fra Diego, Hamrun. Il-Professional
Staff ha sehem ukoll fis-Seminars organizzati mill-Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni
Pastorali.

Ikunu prodotti sitt modules 1i jservu bhala strumenti siewja ghall-
formazzjoni ta’ persuni impenjati pastoralment. Is-suggetti huma: Bibbja,
Liturgija, Katekezi, Familja, Etika u Personal Development.

(Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni, flimkien mas-Segretarjati koncernati)
Il-modules huma ppreparati mis-Segretarjati koncernati. Fl-istess wagqt, 1-
iskop tal-modules se jintlahaq permezz tal-Kors Introduttiv ghat-Teologija
li thejja mill-Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni flimkien mas-Segretarjat Katekezi. Dan
il-kors jiftah £°Ottubru u hu intenzjonat ghal kull min jixtieq li jkollu bazi
tajba fit-taghlim nisrani, anke bi hsieb ghal aktar impenn fi hdan il-Knisja.

Isir kors li jwassal ghal Certificate in Christian Leadership.

(Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni, Forum tal-Ghaqdiet u I-Movimenti)

Il-progett ta’ Certificate in Christian Leadership sehh bejn ix-xhur
ta’ Ottubru 2006 u Mejju 2007. 70 persuna segwew din il-proposta
formattiva li kienet fug bazi ta’ 4 seminars matul is-sena — 3 seminars
mhux residenzjali li ttrattaw id-dimensjoni ta’ personal development u
seminar residenzjali forma ta’ rtir 1i tratta I-mudell bibliku ta’ leadership.
Il-partecipanti kienu gejjin prin¢ipalment mill-ghaqdiet u movimenti.
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L-istess kors ged jigi offrut wkoll ghal 2007-2008 u l-hsieb hu li
jippartecipaw membri tal-Kunsilli Pastorali Parrokkjali (KPP).

Isir approfondiment fuq il-missjoni specifika tal-lajk nisrani, b’numru ta’
seminars ta’ formazzjoni ghall-membri tal-Forum.

(Forum tal-Ghagqdiet u [-Movimenti)

Sar it-tieni Seminar minn sensiela ta’ seminars bl-iskop 1i jsir
approfondiment fuq il-missjoni specifika tal-lajk nisrani. Ghas-Seminar
attendew 32 membri mill-Ghaqdiet. Is-Seminar tmexxa minn Fr. Rene
Camilleri 1i indika Il-isfidi u l-provokazzjonijiet ghal-lajéi 1i johorgu
mill-Ezortazzjoni Appostolika Christifideles Laici. Matul is-sena li
gejja, waqt il-laqghat tal-Forum li jsiru bejn wiehed u iehor darba fix-
xahar, bhala Ghaqdiet flimkien, ser titkompla l-hidma fuq dawn l-isfidi
u provokazzjonijiet.

Matul 2007, isiru tliet Seminars ta’ Tigdid Presbiterali ghall-kleru u 1-
persuni ta’ hajja konsagrata. Dawn ikunu ripetuti fi tliet postijiet differenti
kull darba. Dawn is-seminars jittrattaw temi ta’ importanza pastorali
attwali favur hidma iktar infurmata u aggornata. Il-hsieb hu li s-seminars
jitkomplew ukoll fl-2008.

(Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni, Segretarjat Kleru u Persuni ta’ Hajja
Konsagrata)

Saru zewg seminars ghall-kleru fuq bazi distrettwali. Dawn gew ripetuti fi
tliet postijiet differenti kull darba. Is-seminars ittrattaw it-temi ta’ listening
u leadership. It-tielet seminar se jsir f’Settembru u jittratta 1-lectio divina.
Fl-ewwel seminar attendew 103 u fit-tieni 84. Il-feedback ta’ kull min
ha sehem kienet inkoragganti fis-sens li hemm l-ghatx biex laqghat bhal
dawn ikomplu jigu offruti. Qabel ma jitfassal il-programm ghal 2008,
ghandha ssir evalwazzjoni dwar l-attendenza u I-format.

Jinhadem kors part-time dwar id-direzzjoni spiritwali.

(Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni, Centru ta’ Spiritwalita Injazjana)

Saru numru ta’ lagghat bejn I-Istitut ta” Formazzjoni Pastorali u ¢-Centru
Spiritwalita Injazjana li permezz taghhom seta jinghata bidu ghat-tfassil
u ghat-twettiq ta’ kors part-time dwar l-ispiritwalitd u d-direzzjoni
spiritwali. Dan il-kors jibda fil-bidu ta’ Settembru 2007 bin-numru ta’
partecipanti jagbez dak 1i kien originarjament mahsub.
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Isiru diskussjonijiet bil-ghan li jitfassal Certificate in Family Ministry
bhala kors rikonoxxut mill-Universita.

(Fakulta’ tat-Teologija, Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni, Kumm Djo¢ Familja)
Matul dawn 1-ahihar xhur bdew diskussjonijiet bejn il-Fakulta tat-Teologija
u I-Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni Pastorali halli jitfasslu korsijiet fis-settur tal-
Pastoral Ministry, sew f’dak li ghandu x’jagsam mal-familja kif ukoll
ikompli jigi zviluppat dak taz-zghazagh.

Issir hidma biex il-ktieb Kompendju tat-Taghlim Soéjali tal-Knisja,
ippubblikat mill-Kunsill Pontifi¢ju Gustizzja u Paéi u maqlub ghall-Malti
miz-Zghazagh Haddiema Nsara, kif ukoll id-Dizzjunarju tat-Taghlim
Soc¢jali tal-Knisja ppubblikat fI-2005, ikunu ghodda siewja ghall-
formazzjoni fit-Taghlim Socjali tal-Knisja.

(Kumm Gustizzja u Paci)

Ghalkemm [-Abbozz tal-Kompendju (li fih madwar 700 pagna) huwa
lest, dan ghadu gieghed jigi irfinut b’terminologija teknika. Hu ttamat
li din il-hidma titlesta sa l-ahhar tas-sena. Rigward id-Dizzjunarju, ix-
xoghol fuq dan id-dokument huwa intiz li jsir wara li jkun iffinalizzat
il-Kompendju.

Matul 2007, issir sensibilizzazzjoni fuq l-enc¢iklika ta’ Pawlu VI
Populorum Progressio, f'gheluq 1-40 sena mill-pubblikazzjoni taghha.
Tinghata enfasi ghall-issues 1i tqajjem, li ghadhom attwali fi Zmienna.
(Kumm Gustizzja u Paéi,Taqsima Pastorali Xoghol, Istitut ta’
Formazzjoni)
Sar seminar ghall-imsiehba soc¢jali fi Frar 2007 fuq it-tema ‘Progress.. Xi
prezz’ — dwar it-tema ta’ l-izvilupp fid-dawl ta’ I-Enciklika ‘Populorum
Progressio’.
Inghatat sensibilizzazzjoni waqt seminar li sar matul iz-zjara tal-Kardinal
Raffaele Martino fi Frar, kif ukoll waqt programm fuq ir-radju RTK.
" Bhalissa I-Enciklika gieghda tingaleb ghall-Malti, u I-Kummissjoni bi
hsiebha taghmel aktar sensibilizzazzjoni ladarba dan l-ezercizzju jitlesta.
Fl-istess wagqt, fl-ambitu tal-progress tal-popli partikolarment fl-ispirtu
ta’ solidarjeta, ta’ l-izvilupp tal-familja, tal-gid komuni u tad-drittijiet
tal-bniedem ghal access ghall-proprjeta kif ukoll ghad-dritt tax-xoghol,
il-Kummissjoni hadet dawn il-mizuri:
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- Tl-publikazzjoni ta’ dokument b’riflessjonijiet dwar Gustizzja Socjali
rigward djar u hwejjeg ohra konnessi.

- Sehem fi programmi televizivi kif ukoll tar-radju ghal diskussjoni
wiesgha, ma’ rapprezentati politici u msiehba so¢jali, fuq il-kontenut
tad-dokument.

- Prezentazzjoni tad-dokument lill-kumitat parlamentari ghall-affarijiet
socjali.

- Prezentazzjoni ta’ ‘Briefing Paper’, ibbazata fuq id-dokument, izda
b’numru ta’ rakkomandazzjoniet konkreti, lill-Ministru ghas-Solidarjeta
Socjali biex tkun ipprezentata lill-Prim Ministru ghall-konsiderazzjoni
fil- ‘pre-budget document’.

- Stqarrija ghall istampa, flimkien mal-Kummissjoni Pastorali fid-Dinja
tax-Xoghol, fuq solidarjetd ma’ numru kbir ta’ haddiema issensjati u
mal-familji taghhom.

II-Kummissjoni behsiebha, sa l-ahhar ta’ Settembru, tikkoordina ma’
Kummissjonijiet Djocesani ohra, rapport ta’ riflessjonijiet fuq issues li
ssemmew fil-‘pre-budget document’ — dan ir-rapport se jinkludi wkoll
proposti konkreti ohra.

Ikompli u jinfirex f’aktar parrocci 1-Progett tal-Katekezi Bazika f’Mixja
ma’ 1-Evangelji tal-Hadd. Jibda wkoll il-Progett tat-tieni fazi.
(Segretarjat Katekezi, Segretarjat Liturgija, Parrocéi)

Kien hemm Zzjieda ta’ tliet gruppi godda fi tliet parrocci differenti.
Uhud mill-gruppi issa qed ikollhom persuni minn parro¢é¢i ohra. Grupp
minnhom gie strutturat f’diversi ministeri. F’Settembru 2007, fil-
laggha tal-kappillani, dan il-progett jerga’ jigi inkoraggit u l-kappillani
jintalbu biex jibaghtu rapprezentanza mill-parrocc¢a ghall-programm ta’
formazzjoni ghall-animaturi tal-gruppi li jsir £’Ottubru.

Ikunu pprovduti rizorsi ghat-thejjija xierqa tas-sagramenti.

(Segretarjat Katekezi, Segretarjat Liturgija)

Rigward il-Maghmudija, is-sussidji tlestew. Rigward 1-Ewwel Tqarbina
u 1-Grizma ta’ I-Isqof, ghat-tfal qed jithejja curriculum gdid u ghall-
genituri ghad trid issir skema ta’ lagghat skond dan il-curriculum. Rigward
iz-Zwieg qed isir aggornament tal-Kors ta’ Kana. Rigward il-Qrar u
1-Grizma tal-Morda ghad iridu jsiru.
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Ikompli 1-Progett tal-Katekezi ma’ 1-Adulti fl-okkazjoni tal-Maghmudija
tat-Trabi. Jigu ppubblikati: Direttorju dwar il-Pastorali fl-okkazjoni
tal-Maghmudija tat-Trabi; Manwal ghall-animaturi tal-katekezi; u
Manwal ghall-genituri ghal gabel il-Maghmudija u z-Zmien ta’ wara
1-Maghmudija.

(Segretarjat Katekezi, Segretarjat Liturgija, Kullegg tal-kappillani)
Ix-xoghol fuq is-sussidji ghall-katekezi ta’ I-adulti fl-okkazjoni tal-
Maghmudija tat-trabi huwa lest u se jkunu introdotti fix-xhur li gejjin.

Isir programm ta’ formazzjoni permanenti ta’ l-animaturi tal-katekezi
ma’ l-adulti fil-parrocci.

(Segretarjat Katekezi, Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni)

F’Ottubru ser jerga’ jsir programm iehor li ser jikkoncCentra dwar ‘Il-
Bibbja fil-Katekezi ta’ [-Adulti’.

Isir Seminar Djocesan bit-tema: “Ma’ 1-Adulti Katekezi Adulta”.
(Segretarjat Katekezi)
Dan is-Seminar Djocesan ser isir fit-18 u d-19 ta’ Jannar 2008

Isiru seminars ta’ tahrig ghall-operaturi pastorali, fuq l-istess linji tas-
seminars li saru f1-2006 ghall-membri tal-Kunsilli Pastorali Parrokkjali.
(Segretarjat Parrocci, Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni)

Is-seminars ghall-operaturi pastorali saru f’April 2007. Madwar 700
membru tal-Kunsilli Pastorali Parrokkjali hadu sehem. Fl-ewwel seminar,
kien hemm diskors ta’ 1-Arc¢isqof u fit-tieni tkellem Fr René Camilleri.
Ghal iktar approfondiment tal-konferenzi, it-tahditiet kienu offruti fuq
il-website ta’ 1-Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni Pastorali.

Jibdew jinghataw sussidji ghal-laqghat tal-Kunsilli Pastorali Parrokkjali
dwar il-parrocca u l-valuri tas-Sinodu.

(Segretarjat Parrocci)

Fis-seminars 1i saru f’April, tqassam lil dawk prezenti ktejjeb bit-titlu
‘Riflessjonijiet fuq il-Parrocca fid-dawl tad-dokumenti tas-Sinodu’. Barra
minn hekk, il-ktejjeb b’siltiet maghzula mid-diskorsi 1i saru fis-seminars
ta’ April 2007 se jitqassam lill-Kunsilli Pastorali Parrokkjali, bhala
ghajnuna ghal-lagghat tal-Kunsilli.
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RN 13

Issir hidma biex il-parrocéi jkollhom registru ta’ “parruc¢éani b’missjoni”
- laj¢i impenjati fil-hidmiet tal-parroc¢a u nies anke morda li joffru t-
talb taghhom ghall-parroc¢ca. 1l-hsieb hu li anke t-tfal ta’ wara 1-grizma,
spe¢jalment meta l-eta toghla, jibdew jitnizzlu f’dan ir-registru u orjentati
biex jaghtu sehemhom fil-hajja tal-parrocca.

(Segretarjat Parrocci)

L-ideja ta’ ‘parruccani b’missjoni’ giet spjegata lir-rapprezentanti tal-
Kummissjonijiet Implimentazzjoni Sinodu fil-parrocéi, biex possibilment
tkun introdotta fl-Assemblej Parrokkjali.

Tkun ippubblikata Gwida komprensiva ghall-izvilupp tal-fidi ta’ persuni
b’dizabilita intellettwali.

(Segretarjat Katekezi)

Dan id-dokument qged jigi finalizzat.

Ikun rivedut it-test ta’ Katekezi ghall-anzjani.
(Segretarjat Katekezi)
Dan id-dokument ged jinhadem. Hafna mill-materjal huwa lest.

Tkompli tissahhah il-formazzjoni u l-edukazzjoni dwar l-ambjent,
permezz ta’ diversi inizjattivi:

- Isir irtir/seminar dwar il-bahar u n-nisrani, indirizzat b’'mod specjali
ghall-operaturi pastorali.

- Ikun ippubblikat ktejjeb edukattiv dwar il-bahar u r-religjon f’Malta.
- Ikun ippubblikat ktejjeb edukattiv dwar il-festi u I-ambjent.

- Isir audit ambjentali fi hdan entijiet differenti tal-Knisja, bil-ghan 1i
jidentifika kif ]-operat tal-Knisja jista’ jsehh b’mod aktar sostenibbli
fl-uzu ta’ rizorsi u b’rispett akbar lejn il-holgien, spec¢jalment lejn 1-
annimali u s-sigar. Dan iservi ta’ edukazzjoni dwar l-uzu ta’ rizorsi ta’
ilma, energija, karta u ohrajn; generazzjoni ta’ skart solidu u likwidu;
uzu ta’ art; tniggis ta’ l-arja u l-ilma.

Fl-istess wagqt, issir hidma biex matul dawn is-sentejn titfassal strategija
koordinata fi hdan il-Knisja f’Malta li tahdem biex tintroduéi, f’diversi
livelli, programmi ta’ edukazzjoni ambjentali.
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(Kummissjoni Ambjent)

- Sar l-irtir/seminar fuq il-bahar u hadu sehem fih b’kollox 38 persuna.

F’Marzu, flimkien mal-Kummissjoni Djocesana Zghazagh, kien
~organizzat ukoll irtir/seminar dwar ‘II-Wied Malti u n-nisrani’. Attendew

15-i1 zaghzugh.

- 1z-zewg kotba edukattivi — dwar il-bahar u r-religjon f’Malta u dwar

il-festi u l-ambjent — ghad iridu jkunu ppubblikati.

- Bhala I-ewwel pass, sar audit ambjentali fil-Kurja, fil-Media Centre u

fil-parrocéa taz-Zejtun. Dan l-awditjar identifika s-sitwazzjoni prezenti u

ghamel rakkomandazzjonijiet kif din tista’ titjieb. Saru seminars ghall-

haddiema fl-entijiet koncernati, biex issir evalwazzjoni tas-sitwazzjoni.

[I-hsieb hu 1i ’1 quddiem dan ikun estiz ghal entijiet u parroc¢i ohra

f’Malta.

- Qed isir xoghol fuq it-tfassil ta’ strategija koordinata dwar 1-edukazzjoni

ambjentali.

Jitwaqqfu wkoll iktar gruppi parrokkjali maghrufa bhala Kummissjoni
Parrokkjali Ambjent, bil-ghan li tghin lill-komunita parrokkjali taghraf
ahjar ir-responsabbiltajiet taghha ghall-harsien ta’ l-ambjent u tifforma
ruhha ahjar £’dan il-qasam.

(Kummissjoni Ambjent, Parroc¢i)

S’issa hemm b’kollox 12-il Kummissjoni Parrokkjali Ambjent. Matul
l-ewwel nofs ta” 2007, dawn il-gruppi hadu diversi inizjattivi fil-lokal
taghhom.

Impenji partikulari biex jitwettaq l-ghan

Jinhadem kors 1i 1-ghan tieghu jkun li joffri opportunita ta’ riflessjoni
u tahrig ghall-ghalliema prospettivi fl-iskejjel tal-Knisja dwar l-identita
u l-etika ta’ I-iskola Kattolika.
(Kunsill Sup Magg Religjuzi, flimkien ma’ Inserm u Istitut ta’
Formazzjoni)
Saru diversi lagghat bi thejjija ghall-kors dwar l-identita ta’ 1-iskola Kattolika.
Huwa mahsub li matul 2008 din il-proposta tkun finalizzata biex fi zmien
qasir tista’ tigi offruta ghall-ghalliema prospettivi fl-iskejjel tal-Knisja.
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Jissahhu 1-gruppi ta’ lajci assocjati (jew kollaboraturi lajci) permezz ta’
programm ta’ formazzjoni kontinwa ghalihom — kemm spiritwali kif
ukoll professjonali — li tghinhom ukoll biex jinfethu dejjem aktar ghall-
bzonnijiet tal-Knisja.

(Patrijiet Gizwiti, Patrijiet Frangiskani Minuri, Patrijiet Frang.
Konventwali, Patrijiet Terezjani, Sorijiet St Joseph, Sorijiet Agostinjani,
Sorijiet Ulied il-Qalb ta’ Gesu)

Ir-rapporti tad-diversi kongregazzjonijiet juru l-enfasi i ged issir fuq il-
formazzjoni kontinwa ghall-kollaboraturi 1ajci, b’induction courses ukoll
ghall-kollaboraturi godda. Fejn hemm tipi differenti ta’ kollaboraturi kif
ukoll impenji u esperjenzi fuq livelli differenti, hemm il-hsieb li tinhadem
formazzjoni adattata ghal kull kategorija. F’diversi kongregazzjonijiet,
hemm l-impenn ukoll biex il-laj¢i assocjati jaghmlu hidma volontarja
ma’ persuni fil-bzonn f’ogqsma differenti tal-pastorali.

Isiru serje ta’ laqghat f’diversi parrocci fuq temi partikulari konnessi
mat-Taghlim Socjali tal-Knisja.

(Patrijiet Dumnikani)

Saru dawn il-lagghat £” 10 parrocci: Valletta (San Pawl), Floriana, B’Kara
(Sant’Elena), Marsa (Marija Regina), Luqa, Zejtun, Pembroke, Sliema
(Stella Maris), Balluta, Mqgabba.

Isiru korsijiet fuq it-Taghlim Socjali tal-Knisja fil-parrocéi, fl-iskejjel,
fl-ghaqdiet u 1-movimenti.

(Centru Fidi u Gustizzja)

I¢-Centru Fidi u Gustizzja b’kollaborazzjoni ma’ 1-Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni
Pastorali ser jorganizza kors fit-taghlim socjali tal-Knisja. Dan il-kors
hu indirizzat ghall-mexxejja ta’ gruppi u persuni li jistghu jxerrdu dan
it-taghlim fil-kamp soc¢jali, ekonomiku, kulturali, politiku u edukattiv.

Minbarra 1-hidma ta’ formazzjoni li ssir bhala parti mill-kurikulu ta’ 1-
iskola, ikun hemm attivitajiet specifici ta’ formazzjoni spiritwali u umana
ghall-istudenti, kif ukoll opportunitajiet ohra ta’ formazzjoni ghal gruppi
zghar minnhom, fuq bazi volontarja.

(Seminarju, Savio College, Kullegg Santu Wistin, St Michael, Imm
Conception Tarxien, Sacred Heart San Giljan, Skejjel Santa Monika).
Ir-rapporti ta’ dawn l-iskejjel juru l-inizjattivi 1i ttiehdu fil-qasam ta’
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formazzjoni spiritwali u umana ghall-istudenti. Jissemmew fost l-ohrajn:
lagghat ta’ talb u studju bibliku fi gruppi zghar; live-ins b’tema partikulari;
lagghat dwar aspetti marbuta ma’ valuri u ma’ l-izvilupp personali ta’ I-
adolexxenti.

Tissahhah fl-iskejjel il-formazzjoni tal-ghalliema dwar hajja nisranija,
permezz ta’ diversi attivitajiet - seminars, esperjenzi ta’ talb flimkien,
irtiri — kif ukoll lagghat fuq problemi li jolgtu I-hajja soc¢jali u religjuza
taghhom u ta’ l-istudenti.

(Skejjel Santa Monika, Sacred Heart, San Giljan, Kullegg Missjunarju
ta’ San Pawl, Kullegg St Elias)

Ir-rapporti ta’ dawn l-iskejjel jitkellmu fuq id-diversi attivitajiet li saru biex
tissahhah il-formazzjoni tal-ghalliema: seminars, laqghat fuq problemi
partikulari, irtiri, esperjenzi ta’ talb flimkien.

Isiru attivitajiet regolari ta’ formazzjoni ghall-genituri ta’ I-istudenti.
Enfasi tinghata wkoll lill-formazzjoni spiritwali, permezz ta’ laqghat ta’
talb u rtiri, u laqghat 1i jinkludu lectio divina.

(Sacred Heart San Giljan, Skejjel Santa Monika, St Francis Sliema, St
Michael, Savio College)

Ir-rapporti ta’ dawn l-iskejjel juru l-isforzi li qed isiru ghall-formazzjoni
ghall-genituri ta’ l-istudenti, b’inizjattivi differenti. Esperjenza li ssahhet
fi skola partikulari hi dik ta’ laqghat darba fix-xahar ta’ lectio divina
flimkien ma’ formazzjoni fuq it-trobbija ta’ 1-ulied.

Jissahhah u jinghata spinta s-Spiritual Revival Team, maghmul minn
membri ta’ l-istaff, u bis-sehem ukoll ta’ genituri u studenti.

(Kullegg St Albert)

Din is-sena dan it-tim iltaqa regolarment. Kien maghmul mid-Deputy
Head, diretturi spiritwali, 1-ghalliema tar-Religjon u zewg ghalliema ohra.
Ghal xi laqghat partikolari attendew ukoll membri ohra ta’ l-istaff.

Is-sehem ta’ l-istudenti kiber, billi kellhom 1-okkazjoni jaghtu l-opinjoni
taghhom fuq l-attivitajiet u anke jghinu u jippreparaw materjal ghal
okkazjonijiet specjali. It-tim jahdem f’kollaborazzjoni mal-Pastoral Care
Team (Year Coordinators, Guidance and Counselling ). Matul 2008, hemm
il-hsieb li jkun introdott is-sehem tal-genituri.
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Isiru attivitajiet ta’ formazzjoni ghall-komunita fl-Universita: lagghat
ghall-istaff amministrattiv u tekniku, esperjenzi ta’ talb u lectio divina,
irtir u ezercizzi.

(Chaplaincy Universita)

Dawn kollha saru din is-sena. Minflok Lectio Divina sar Bible Study fuq
il-Ktieb ta’ Gob. Kien hemm nofs ta’ nhar ta’ rtir ghall-istaff akkademiku
u tliet korsijiet ta’ ezercizzi: ghall-istudenti, ghall-istaff amministrattiv
u ghall-istaff akkademiku, professjonisti u gradwati. Kien hemm ukoll
riflessjoni fl-Avvent. Fis-sajf, kien organizzat grupp ta’ zghazagh 1i mar
Taize’.

Ikun hemm tishih fil-kontribut li jaghtu dawn i¢-Centri fil-qasam ta’
formazzjoni, permezz ta’ konferenzi, seminars, irtiri u pubblikazzjonijiet,
u jibda jsir sforz ghal koordinament tal-hidma taghhom, fejn dan hu
possibbli u f’waqtu.

- I¢-Centru Spiritwalitd Terezjana

- I¢-Centru Spiritwalita Injazjana

- I¢-Centru ghall-kultura u I-Istudji Agostinjani.

- I¢-Centru Animazzjoni u Komunikazzjoni

(Patrijiet Terezjani, Patrijiet Gizwiti, Patrijiet Agostinjani, Patrijiet
Frang. Konventwali)

I¢-Centru Spiritwalitd Terezjana: sar programm ta’ laqghat b’temi ta’
formazzjoni spiritwali, irtiri ghal-1ajci, lectio divina jew lectio teresiana
bis-sehem ta’ ghadd ta’ laj¢i mpenjati u wkoll religjuzi sorijiet.
I¢-Centru Spiritwalith Injazjana kellu programm ta’ attivitajiet li jinkludu
seminars, irtiri u workshops. I1¢-Centru Fidi u Gustizzja wkoll hareg
programm ta’ attivitajiet i jinkludu seminars fuq ir-razzizmu, it-taghlim
so¢jali tal-Knisja, l-illitterizmu, il-gustizzja u l-paci.

I¢-Centru ghall-Kultura u I-Istudji Agostinjani organizza kors ghall-poplu
b’enfasi fuq il-Patristika u spec¢jalment Santu Wistin u Zminijietu. H-kors
din is-sena akkademika kien iddedikat ghad-djalogu bejn il-filosofija,
Santu Wistin u 1-Kristjanezmu. Ghas-sena 1i jmiss, is-suggett hu ‘I1-Mara
u I-feminizmu’.

I¢-Centru Animazzjoni u Komunikazzjoni kellu programm ta’ konferenzi,
seminars u pubblikazzjonijiet, fosthom il-fuljett ‘Jum il-Mulej’ u dis-
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sena I-ktieb ‘Gesii ta’ Nazaret’ tal-Papa Benedittu XVI. Dis-sena nfethet
dar gdida ghall-Irtiri bl-isem ‘Rivotorto’, bhala parti mill-hidma tac-
Centru.

Tissahhah il-formazzjoni ghall-hidma professjonali mat-tfal fid-djar tat-
tfal.
(Sorijiet Ursolini)

Matul 2007, tkompliet il-formazzjoni fl-ogsma ta’ social work, child
care, early childhood studies, biex il-hidma professjonali mat-tfal issir
dejjem ahjar.

Diversi ghaqdiet u movimenti se jahdmu biex tissahhah il-formazzjoni
tal-membri taghhom li thejjihom ghal evangelizzazzjoni f’diversi ogsma
tas-socjeta.

(Museum, Azzjoni Kattolika, Tigdid Karizmatiku, Youth Fellowship,
Legjun ta’ Marija, Rinascita Cristiana)

Ir-rapporti tal-ghaqdiet u l-movimenti jitkellmu fuq diversi inizjattivi
li ttiehdu biex tissahhah din il-formazzjoni ghall-evangelizzazzjoni,
skond il-karizma partikulari. Fil-kaz tal-Museum, is-sena specjali tal-
kanonizzazzjoni ta’ San Gorg Preca kienet sena 1i fiha nghatat spinta lil
din il-formazzjoni ghall-evangelizzazzjoni.

Issir enfasi fuq il-formazzjoni spiritwali tal-koppji, permezz tal-lectio
divina u irtiri fid-dar tas-Siggiewi, li ssir ¢entru ta’ spiritwalita ghall-
koppii.

(Grufan)

Gew organizzati diversi laqghat fejn saret lectio divina mmexxija mic-
chaplain ghal diversi koppji mexxejja. Il-hsieb huwa 1i wara, huma stess
iheggu lill-gruppi taghhom biex jorganizzaw lectio divina ghall-grupp
taghhom fid-dar tas-Siggiewi. S’issa kien hemm xi gruppi li ghamlu dan.
L-iskemi li fughom jitmexxew il-laqghat fil-gruppi qed ikun fihom hafna
enfasi fuq l-ispiritwalita tal-koppji.

[I-Mariapoli, {’Marzu 2007, tkun mibnija fuq it-temi tal-formazzjoni u

l-evangelizzazzjoni.
(Fokolari)
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Saret il-Mariapoli f"Marzu 2007, bil-partecipazzjoni ta’ madwar 450
ruh. Fost dawn, hadu sehem ukoll xi membri parlamentari taz-zewg
nahat tal-Kamra. Fi tmiem il-Mariapoli thabbar Progett ghal bini ta’
Kuxjenza Civika, li diga beda jitwettaq biex jifforma kuxjenza nisranija
fic-¢ittadini.

Tkomplu jsiru b’impenn il-gimghat ta’ taghlim u sajdiet. Billi 2007 hija
s-sena ¢entinarja ghas-socjeta MUSEUM, dan l-avveniment jitfakkar
prin¢ipalment b’attivitajiet ta’ taghlim v formazzjoni ghall-poplu.
(Museum)

Komplew b’impenn il-gimghat ta’ taghlim u sajdiet. Sa l-ahhar ta’
Awissu saru 17 fi 17-il parrocca u sa l-ahhar tas-sena jkunu saru 12
ohra. Fil-fatt, billi s-sena 2007 hija mhux biss is-sena centinarja imma
wkoll is-sena tal-kanonizzazzjoni ta’ San Gorg Preca, kien hemm diversi
attivitajiet ta’ taghlim u formazzjoni ghall-poplu biex ikun ¢éelebrat dan,
fosthom, f’Settembru 2007, Gimgha Specjali l-aktar ghall-familji, fil-
gonna ta’ Sant’ Anton.

Komunitajiet f’ghadd ta’ parrocci f"Malta jgieghdu lilhom infushom
ghall-qgadi tal-Knisja f"hidma ta’ evangelizzazzjoni.

(Mixja Neokatekumenali)

Din il-hidma ta’ evangelizzazzjoni saret f’diversi parroc¢¢i, kemm
b’katekezi ghall-adulti, b’kuntatti personali fit-toroq, fi sptarijiet u fid-
djar ta’ l-anzjani, u fil-kaz tal-komunitajiet li geghdin fil-fazi tat-Traditio,
f’kunatti bieb bieb darba fil-gimgha ghal sena shiha.

Permezz ta’ diversi attivitajiet, tkun enfasizzata fl-iskola l-edukazzjoni
dwar l-ambjent u r-rabta ta’ l-ambjent ma’ hajja ahjar flimkien.
(Theresa Nuzzo, Marsa)

Dan sar matul 2007.
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2. Knisja li tissahihah fil-komunjoni
u fi djalogu fi hdanha u mas-so¢jeta

Hidma koordinata minn strutturi djocesani

Issir valutazzjoni u hidma ta’ simplifikazzjoni ta’ strutturi djocesani.
(Segreterija Pastorali)

Dwar il-valutazzjoni: Il-Kummissjoni Implimentazzjoni Sinodu matul
2007 iltagghet ma’ tmien Segretarjati/Kummissjonijiet Djocesani u wara
li thejja minnhom rapport bil-miktub, iddiskutiet ma’ kull Segretarjat/
Kummissjoni dan ir-rapport. Wara, sar seminar ma’ l-Aréisqof fejn gew
elenkati diffikultajiet u problemi li hemm f’dawn l-istrutturi. Is-Segreterija
Pastorali ged tiehu hsieb tittrattahom.

Dwar is-simplifikazzjoni: qed jinghata kaz li I-Kummissjonijiet ma jkunux
b’numru kbir ta’ persuni halli jkunu jistghu jahdmu ahjar, anke jekk
imbaghad ikollhom il-fakulta’ 1i jwaqqfu sotto-kumitati jew gruppi fuq
suggetti partikulari. Dan sar fil-kaz ta’ l-ahhar zewg Kummissjonijiet
li twaqqfu.

Issir valutazzjoni ta’ l-esperjenza ta’ l-unitajiet pastorali, biex ikomplu
jkunu mezz f’waqtu ghal djalogu u hidma flimkien u ghal gsim ta’ rizorsi.
Tkompli 1-hidma biex il-parroc¢i jahdmu izjed f’komunjoni ma’ parrocci
ohra fl-unitad pastorali u certi servizzi jkunu inter-parrokkjali.
(Segreterija Pastorali, Segretarjat Parrocci, Segretarjat Lajci)

I1-lagghat tal-gruppi ta’ kuntatt fl-unita pastorali ghenu lill-parroc¢i jersqu
aktar lejn xulxin u jwettqu hidmiet partikolari skond programm li thejja
fl-unita. Qed jittiehdu diversi tipi ta’ inizjattivi skond il-htiega tal-parrocci
fl-unita. Dwar servizzi sar ukoll xi progress, bhal per ezempju ghajnuna
ta’ parrocca lil ohra fl-assenza ta’ kappillan jew sacerdot.

Esperjenza partikolari din is-sena huma 1-lagghat li 1-Arcisqof ged jaghmel
f’kull unitd pastorali. Jikkonsistu f’quddiesa komunitarja u laqgha ma’
l-operaturi pastorali. S’issa saru 6 lagghat u dawn ghandhom jikomplew
biex 1-Arcisqof ikun zar l-unitajiet pastorali kollha sa tmiem is-sena 2007.
F’kull unita ged issir thejjija partikolari u wara 1-laggha ma’ 1-Arcisqof,
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dawk prezenti ged jigu mistiedna biex issir valutazzjoni u fejn ikun
possibbli jitwettqu suggerimenti li johorgu mir-riflessjonijiet li jkunu saru.
Fis-sena 2008, hemm il-hsieb li ssir valutazzjoni tal-hidma fl-unita.

Issir hidma ghal tishih ta’ hidma fl-unitd pastorali fost is-sacerdoti.
Ghalhekk jintghazel sacerdot bhala animatur f’kull unita. Meta jintghazlu
l-animaturi ta’ l-unitajiet kollha, jahdmu f’kollaborazzjoni mad-delegat
ghall-kleru.

(Segretarjat Kleru)

Saret xi hidma bejn is-sacerdoti fl-unita pastorali. Ghadu ma ntghazilx
animatur f’kull unitd. It-tama hi li jintghazel fis-sena 2008.

Jissahhah aktar il-Kunsill tas-Segretarjat ghall-Kleru, bis-sehem tas-
sacerdoti djocesani.

(Segretarjat Kleru)

Qieghed jiltaga’ 1-Kunsill tas-Segretarjat ghall-Kleru, bis-sehem tas-
sacerdoti djocesani. Matul is-sena 2007 iltaga’ 4 darbiet s’issa, fosthom
laggha ma’ 1-Arcisqof.

Titwagqaf kummissjoni biex terga’ tibda x-xoghol fuq Direttorju tal-
Kleru mgedded.

(Segretarjat Kleru)

Ghadha ma twaqqfitx Kummissjoni dwar id-Direttorju tal-Kleru. II-
Kunsill tas-Segretarjat Kleru ged jiddiskuti jaghmilx dan ix-xoghol hu.

. Matul 2007-2008, jigu valutati u riveduti l-mandati tas-sacerdoti li qaddsu
fl-ahhar hmistax-il sena. '
(Segretarjat Kleru)
Sar dan il-process ta’ revizjoni u valutazzjoni tal-mandati tas-sacerdoti
ta’ l-ahhar hmistax-il sena. Mill-1992 ircevew 1-Ordinazzjoni 61
sacerdot; minnhom 53 ghandhom mandat. Baqa’ 8 minhabba ragunijiet
partikulari.

Isir sforz biex jibdew jiltagghu regolarment presbyteria parrokkjali. Dawn
ghandhom ikunu okkazjonijiet 1i jsahhu d-djalogu bejn is-sacerdoti li
jahdmu pastoralment fl-istess parrocéa.

(Segretarjat Parrocci)
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Ghalkemm gieli saret insistenza biex jiltaqghu l-presbyteria parrokkjali,
diversi huma l-parroc¢i fejn dan ma jiltagax.

Tkompli ssir hidma ta’ gharfien tal-lay associates fi hdan il-
kongregazzjonijiet religjuzi.

(Segretarjat Lajci)

Din il-hidma ser titwettaq fit-tieni sena tal-Pjan.

Issir hidma bil-ghan li twassal ghall-aggornament tal-fratellanzi fl-ispirtu
tal-Koncilju Vatikan II u tas-Sinodu Djocesan.

(Segretarjat Lajéi)

F’Settembru 2006, permezz ta’ digriet ta’ 1-Arcisqof, gie promulgat
statut baziku ghall-fratellanzi kollha u saret sejha biex sa Settembru
2007 kull fratellanza tissottometti l-istatut u r-regolamenti partikolari
taghha ghall-approvazzjoni mill-awtoritajiet tal-Knisja. Biex jintlahaq
dan il-ghan saru laqghat ma’ rapprezentanti tal-fratellanzi fejn gie spjegat
lilhom l-iskop tal-hidma lejn aggornament tal-fratellanzi. Qed ikompli
jinzamm kuntatt mar-rappezentanti permezz ta’ fuljett mahrug apposta
u permezz ta’ lagghat ma’ fratellanzi fil-parroc¢i. Diga’ beda r-rispons
b’xi sottomissjonijiet ta’ statuti u regolamenti partikolari. L-ghan ewlieni
tal-hidma hu li ]-fratellanzi jsiru mill-gdid ghaqdiet ta’ formazzjoni,
jaghrfu s-sejha partikolari taghhom, u jwettqu hidma ta’ appostolat,
filwaqt li jkomplu jwettqu 1-hidma ta’ devozzjoni u ¢elebrazzjoni u jgibu
'l quddiem il-qima pubblika.

Ikun imniedi portal ristrutturat ta’ l-Arcidjocesi, li jhaddan id-diversi
realtajiet tal-Knisja f"Malta u li permezz tieghu 1-Knisja tkun accessibbli
ghal kulhadd. Dan il-progett ikun imqassam f’fazijiet differenti. Isir ukoll
kors ghall-webmasters inkarigati fil-parroc¢i.

(Segretarjat Komm Socjali)

Il-hsieb hu li dan il-portal ristrutturat ikun inawgurat waqt 1-Assemblea
Djocesana 2007.

B’rabta ma’ dan il-portal, ikunu mnedija l-websites ta’ l-Istitut ta’
Formazzjoni Pastorali, tal-Kummissjoni Ambjent u tal-Kummissjoni
Kultura; ikunu ristrutturati wkoll 1-websites: tas-Segretarjat Liturgija u
tal-Kummissjoni Djo¢esana Zghazagh.
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(Segretarjat Komm Socjali u entijiet koncernati)

Bdiet tiffunzjona l-website ta’ 1-Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni Pastorali (www.
maltapfi.org), u giet ristrutturata l-website tas-Segretarjat Liturgija (www.
liturgija.com) u tal-Kummissjoni Djocesana Zghazagh (www kdz.org.mt)

Djalogu fis-socjeta

Jitwaqqaf communications office li jipprepara kontributi ghal djalogu fuq
issues 1i jkunu kurrenti fis-socjeta.

(Segreterija Pastorali)

L-Arcisqof talab xi pariri fuq din il-materja u ged tithejja paper li tkun
tista’ tigi diskussa ’1 quddiem.

Jitwaqqaf il-Kunsill tax-Xjenza.
(Segreterija Pastorali)

Ghad irid jinstab/tinstab Chairperson ghal dan il-Kunsill ghax it-thaddim
ta’ struttura bhal din jiddependi hafna minn dan ir-rwol.

Titwaqqaf il-Kummissjoni Djocesana ghall-harsien tal-valuri fl-isport.
(Segreterija Pastorali)

Din il-Kummissjoni twaqgfet b’digriet ta’ I-Arcisqof tas-17 ta’ Lulju 2007
u bdiet tiltaga’ regolarment. Fit-tieni sessjoni ta’ 1-Assemblea Djocesana,
se taghti programm ta’ hidma ghas-sena li gejja.

Isir programm ta’ djalogu u diskussjonjiet, bl-isem “Djalogu fi-Istitut”,
li jitratta temi differenti ta’ attwalita.

(Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni)

Saru tahdidiet ma’ setturi ta’ professjonisti bil-ghan li jigu offruti
opportunitajiet ta’ djalogu li matulhom tigi iktar mistharrga r-ruh nisranija
tal-kultura u I-hsieb Maltin. Dawn id-‘Djalogi fis-Soc¢jeta’ (li fil-bidu kien
hemm il-hsieb 1i jkun jisimhom Djalogi fl-Istitut) fil-fatt saru fix-xahar ta’
Mejju 2007. Hemm il-hsieb li ghal Novembru jkunu hemm ukoll zewg
lagghat ta’ djalogi ohra b’konnessjoni mat-tema ta’ 1-Ewropa, u s-serje
ta’ djalogi titkompla s-sena li gejja.

Issir hidma favur it-tolleranza politika, kif ukoll fuq it-taghlim socjali
tal-Knisja u l-politika.
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(Kumm Gustizzja u Paci)

S’issa ghadu ma sar xejn f’dan ir-rigward, izda I-Kummissjoni behsiebha
tipprepara dokument ta’ riflessjoni biex jigi ppubblikat hekk kif tithabbar
id-data ta’ I-Elezzjonijiet Generali.

II-Kummissjoni Ambjent tkompli toffri pariri u opinjonijiet teknici
dwar kazi specifi¢i, bil-ghan li taghti kontribut siewi ghad-djalogu u d-
diskussjoni fil-pajjiz.

(Kummissjoni Ambjent)

I1-Kummissjoni kompliet toffri pariri u opinjonijiet dwar kazi specifici.
L-ahhar dokumenti u stqarrijiet kienu jikkoncentraw l-izvilupp sostenibbli
fit-turizmu u dwar il-MEPA u r-relazzjoni taghha ma’ ghaqdiet ambjentali.
II-Kummissjoni ged thejji kompilazzjoni ta’ l-opinjonijiet kollha li
ppublikat sa issa. Il-Kummissjoni tat ukoll il-kontribut taghha ghall-
pre-budget document (Mejju 2007) u fuq suggetti specifi¢ci bhall-progett
fuq il-Garnija li ged jitwettaq fit-tramuntana ta’ Malta.

Titkompla I-hidma fil-qasam tax-xandir religjuz biex dan ikompli jitfa’
dawl nisrani fuq il-grajjiet kurrenti fis-socjeta.

(Segretarjat Komm Socjali)

Fejn jidhol it-TV, bejn Ottubru 2006 u Gunju 2007 kienu prodotti 39 edizzjoni
tal-programm QalbinNies u 52 edizzjoni tal-Kelma tal-Mulej i jixxandru kull
gimgha fuq TVM. Inhadmu wkoll sitt spots ta’ 30 sekonda l-wiehed bhala
parti mill-Kampanja Valuri Nsara — dawn dehru fug TVM, ONE TV, NET
TV u Educational Channel 22. Fejn jidhol Radju RTK, kien hemm diversi
programmi regolari 1i jitfghu dawl nisrani fuq il-grajjiet kurrenti.

Isir seminar kull sena, flimkien ma’ I-imsiehba socjali, fejn ikunu trattati
temi kurrenti fid-dawl tat-taghlim socjali tal-Knisja.

(Tagsima Pastorali Xoghol)

Dan is-seminar sar fi Frar 2007, bit-tema kienet ‘Progress.. Xi Prezz?’
(ara iktar ‘il fuq). Qed jithejja seminar ghal Frar 2008, 1i se jiffoka fuq
il-kwalita ta’ xoghol li jkun offrut lill-imigranti li jigu Malta. Dan is-
seminar se jinhadem flimkien mas-Segretarjat Emigrazzjoni u Turizmu,
u 1-Kummissjoni Gustizzja u Paci.

Isiru serje ta’ konferenzi dwar l-apprezzament u 1-valorizzazzjoni ta’ 1-
istorja u l-wirt kulturali fil-knejjes f"Malta.
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(Kummissjoni Kultura, Segretarjat Emigrazzjoni u Turizmu Religjuz)
Il-hsieb hu 1i dawn isiru matul 2008.

Issir hidma biex ikun hemm kuntatt ma’ Maltin li ged jibdew jahdmu
f’pajjizi ta’ 1-Unjoni Ewropeja u s-Segretarjat jara kif ikun ta’ servizz
ghalihom.
(Segretarjat Emigrazzjoni u Turizmu Religjuz)
Is-Segretarjat ghamel xi kuntatti, fosthom biex jinstab post fi
Brussel li jservi bhala point of reference.

Djalogu Internazzjonali

Jissahhu I-kuntatti u hidmiet ma’ gruppi internazzjonali:
II-Kummissjoni Ambjent tinghaqad mal-European Christian
Environmental Network (ECEN). Dan jghin biex jittiehdu inizjattivi
godda ta’ kollaborazzjoni lil hinn mill-Arc¢idjocesi.

(Kummissjoni Ambjent)

Se ssir hidma fuq din matul 2008. Bdew kuntatti biex tkun organizzata
f’Malta Konferenza Ewro-Mediterranja ghas-seminaristi fuq kuxjenza
akbar dwar l-ambjent.

II-Kummissjoni Gustizzja u Paci se tahdem fi progetti mal-Kummissjoni
Pontificja lustitia et Pax u mal-Konferenza Ewropeja tal-Kummissjonijiet
Gustizzja u Paci.

(Kummissjoni Gustizzja u Paci)

L-ewwel progett tal-Konferenza Ewropeja tal-Kummissjonijiet Gustizzja
u Paci kien il-pubblikazzjoni tad-Dokument “The Immigration in the
States Member of the Mediterranean Area”. Dan id-dokument jinsab fuq
l-Internet u 1-Kummissjoni tat il-kontribut taghha f’dan il-progett.

Bejn is-16 u 19 ta’ Marzu, is-Segretarja Generali tal-Kummissjoni
attendiet 1-Assembleja tas-Segretarji Generali li saret f*Verdum gewwa
Franza.F’din il-Konferenza gie deciz li jsir studju fuq ‘ Poverty Reduction’
biex jigi pprezentat fil-laqgha Generali li ghandha ssir f*Settembru gewwa
Kiev. Wara li r-rapport jigi approvat, jghaddi ghall-azzjoni komuni fil-
pajjizi membri tal-Konferenza Ewropeja.

Bejn it-22 u 1-24 ta’ Novembru, i¢-Chairperson se jattendi t-Tieni
Kungress Dinji ta’ 1-Organizzazzjonijiet Ekklezjali li jahdmu fil-kamp
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tal-Gustizzja u Paci gewwa l-Vatikan. Is-suggett tal-Konferenza se jkun
“1-40 Anniversarju tal-Populorum Progressio, l-izvilupp tal-persuna shiha
u tal-poplu kollu”.

II-Caritas taghti s-sehem taghha fil-progett CONCEPT (Caritas
Organizations Networking in Combating Exclusion and Poverty Trap)
— progett immexxi minn Caritas Ewropa.

(Caritas Malta)

Ghat-tieni sena konsekuttiva Caritas Malta qged tiehu sehem fil-progett
CONCEPT. L-iskop ewlieni ta’ dan il-progett huwa 1i flimkien ma’
organizzazzjonijiet ta’ Caritas ohrajn madwar 1-Ewropa, jsir moniteragg
ta’ l-implimentazzjoni tad-dokument ‘Strategiji Nazzjonali fuq I-
Inkluzjoni So¢jali u 1-Protezzjoni Soéjali’.

Dan id-dokument kien gie sottomess mill-Gvern Malti flimkien mal-25
stati membri l-ohra lill-Kummissjoni Ewropeja bhala parti mill-Metodu
Miftuh ta’ koordinazzjoni. Caritas Malta ged taghmel din il-hidma billi
tippartecipa fil-grupp Mediterranju flimkien ma’ Caritas Italja, Caritas
Greéja, u Caritas Cipru.

Oggettiv ichor ta’ dan il-progett huwa li filwaqt li tinholoq kooperazzjoni
ahjar mal-Kummissjoni Ewropeja tigi promossa kultura ta djalogu mas-
soc¢jeta civili u tinholoq aktar kuxjenza ta’ Inkluzjoni Socjali. F’dan
il-progett Caritas Malta ged tiehu sehem ukoll fil-grupp dwar is-Sahha
u s-servizzi relatati mas-sahha. Dawn jiddiskutu temi dwar access ghal
kura tas-sahha, kura fit-tul, inizjattivi ta’ Home Care, 1-eskluzjoni socjali
u l-poverta’ ta’ persuni bil-virus ta’ 1-HIV/AIDS madwar l-Ewropa.

Jissahhu l-kuntatti mal-Kunsilli Pontificji tas-Sahha u tal-Popli Itineranti,
kif ukoll ma’ l-International Catholic Children’s Bureau (Paris-
Bruxelles)

(Ufficéju Centrali ‘Ejjew Ghandi’)

L-Ufficcju jkun aggornat kontinwament dwar il-komunikati li d-diversi
rapprezentanti tas-Santa Sede joffru fil-Kunsill ta’ I-Ewropa, fil-laqghat
tal-Kummissjoni Ewropea u fil-Gnus Maghquda specjalment dwar id-
Drittijiet v l-Protezzjoni tat-Tfal. Jinzammu wkoll kuntatti regolari
ma’ l-International Catholic Child Bureau (ICCB). L-Ufficcju jircievi
kwazi kull gimgha komunikati dwar id-Drittijiet tat-Tfal u 1-hidma kollha
tal-Bureau.
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F’Gunju 1i ghadda, id-direttur attenda 1-Assemblea Generali tal-ICCB
gewwa Brussell, fil-Belgju, fejn il-Bureau ghandu 1-Headquarters tieghu.
It-Tema kienet: “ICCB: sittin sena mit-twaqqif tieghu; Ghoxrin sena
wara d-Dikjarazzjoni tal-Gnus Maghquda dwar id-drittijiet tat-Tfal: to
promote and favour a protective family environment for the child”. 1d-
direttur gie elett membru tal-Kunsill ta’ 1-Amministrazzjoni.

[I-Kummissjoni “Il-Knisja f’"Malta u fl-Ewropa” tikkoordina s-sehem tal-
Konferenza Episkopali Maltija fil-Kummissjoni tal-Konferenzi Episkopali
ta’ 1-UE (COMECE).

(Kumm ‘Il-Knisja {’Malta u fl-Ewropa)

Bhalissa hemm Uffi¢cju, ghax il-Kummissjoni ghadha ma twaqqgfitx. Qed
isir hidma biex titwaqqaf bhala Kummissjoni tal-Konferenza Episkopali
Maltija.

Dwar is-sehem fil-COMECE, din is-sena, delegazzjoni mmexxija minn

Mons. Arcisqof hadet sehem fil-Kungress tal-COMECE dwar il-Valuri
u 1-Perspettivi ghall-futur ta’ 1-Ewropa 1i sar Ruma bejn it-23 u 1-25 ta’
Marzu biex ifakkar il-hamsin sena mit-twaqqif tal-Komunita Ekonomika
Ewropea. Mons. Ar¢isqof ha sehem ghall-ewwel darba wkoll fil-Laqgha
Plenarja tal-COMECE li saret {’Ruma qgabel il-Kungress.
[I-COMECE hatret ukoll 1il Fr Vanni Xuereb fil-Kumitat specjalizzat dwar
I-Affarjiet Legali. Fr. Paul Pace SJ ha sehem, f’isem il-Kummissjoni, fil-
laggha tal-Kumitat specjalizzat tal-COMECE dwar il-Migrazzjoni.
L-Uffic¢ju jaghmel xoghol necessarju ta’ thejjija, meta tkun se tigi
diskussa legislazzjoni mill-Kunsill tal-Ministri u mill-Parlament
Ewropew.
L-Uffi¢¢ju gieli jintalab ukoll isib nies esperti biex dawn jaghtu kontribut
fid-diskussjoni li tkun qed issir fuq il-livell Ewropew dwar proposti
tal-Kummissjoni ghal politika gdida jew ghat-tigdid tal-politika taghha
f’oqsma partikolari.

Impenji partikulari biex jitwettaq I-ghan

Jinghata kontribut fid-diskussjoni fuq issues f’Malta — ez. ir-riforma tas-
sistema tal-welfare.

(Centru Fidi u Gustizzja)

Matul 2007, jigu organizzati seminars b’dawn it-titli: (i) Is-sitwazzjoni ta’
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1-Afrika illum; (ii) X’ ghajnuna hemm ghat-tfal 1i ghandhom diffikultajiet
biex jitghallmu llum f’Malta; (iii) X’inhuma l-ostakli biex in-nies isibu
xoghol.

I¢-Centru Fidi u Gustizzja huwa n-National Focal Point f*Malta ta¢-centru
ta’ 1-Unjoni Ewropeja ghall-immonitorjar tar-razzizmu u Xenofobja fin-
network jismu RAXEN. Bl-ghajnuna ta’ specjalisti Maltin kull sena jsir
rapport fuq dan.

Il-pubblikazzjoni Orbis tahdem biex titfa’ dawl nisrani fuq kwestjonijiet
so¢jo-kulturali.

(Centru Fidi u Gustizzja)

Ir-rivista Orbis bagghet tohrog regolarment matul is-sena, imma f"Mejju
ttiehdet id-decizjoni 1i tiehu forma elettronika u ma tibqax tigi stampata.
B’hekk saret tilhaq aktar nies u ser tibda tohrog sitt darbiet fis-sena.

II-Kummissjoni Gustizzja u Paé¢i tal-Millennium Chapel issir 1-
Kummissjoni Gustizzja u Paéi tal-Provincja u tahdem b’kollaborazzjoni
ma’ ta’ I-Arcidjoéesi.

(Patrijiet Agostinjani)

Il-pjan hu li din tibda tiffunzjona b’mod regolari £’Ottubru 2007. Matul
2007, sar xoghol preparatorju billi gew identifikati tliet territorji 1i
jikkoordinaw ix-xoghol taghhom fi hdan il-Kummissjoni: dawn huma il-
Millennium Chapel Paceville, Parroééa Santu Wistin il-Belt u 1-Kullegg
Santu Wistin, li t-tlieta li huma ghandhom grupp ta’ impenn ghal djakonija
u gustizzja. Zvilupp li sar matul 2007 hu fil-Parroééa Santu Wistin favur
progetti socjali ghat-tfal u z-zghazagh fid-diversi zoni tal-parrocca.

Ikunu ffurmati aktar gruppi fl-Universita, imsejha Christian Reflection
Groups, li jinkludu lecturers minn fakultajiet differenti, biex jirriflettu
fuq temi ta’ fidi u kif din tmiss aspetti differenti ta’ I-impenn taghhom.
(Chaplaincy Universitd)

Matul din is-sena ma kienx hemm Christian Reflection Groups godda
izda hu mahsub i jiffurmaw aktar gruppi matul is-sena li gejja.

Permezz tal-laqghat Chaplaincy in Dialogue, jinholoq spazju ta’ djalogu
dwar temi ta’ importanza ghas-socjeta u jkunu diskussi mil-lenti tal-fidi

nisranija.
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(Chaplaincy Universita)
Din saret f’Novembru matul din is-sena akkademika.

Issir hidma biex jinholoq djalogu bejn l-istudenti universitarji li
jappartjenu lil xi movimenti fil-Knisja.

(Chaplaincy Universita, Moviment Kattoliku Studenti Universitarji)
I¢-Chaplaincy kompliet tahdem fuq dan matul is-sena. Se jissahhah
il-Media group — tim ta’ lecturers 1i se jirriflettu u jiktbu dwar il-fidi
u l-kultura fil-Media Maltija. Matul din is-sena wkoll ifforma tim biex
jahdem halli jsir Comparative Study tas-Survey li kien sar xi ftit snin ilu
‘Religious Attitudes and Beliefs on Campus’.

F’Mejju 2007, ikun hemm partecipazzjoni fil-Manifestazzjoni Stokkolma
2007, 1i ghandha l-ghan li tkun manifestazzjoni internazzjonali ta’
komunjoni bejn membri ta’ movimenti minn diversi Knejjes insara.
(Fokolari)

Din il-laggha saret fi Stuttgart, i1~Germanja, u ghaliha attendew
rapprezentanti ta’ erba’ ghaqdiet u movimenti minn Malta. Gimgha wara
saret laggha f"Malta fejn inghataw uhud mill-messaggi ta’ 1-avveniment.
Ghal-laqgha f’Malta, organizzata bejn ghaqdiet u movimenti diversi,
attendew 200 ruh. Hadu sehem ukoll nies minn denominazzjonijiet insara
differenti u mir-religjon Musulmana.

Issir enfasi fuq il-komunjoni fi hdan l-iskola, b’attenzjoni lir-relazzjonijiet,
ir-rispett, il-kolleggjalita; u komunjoni b’rabta mal-komunita ekklezjali
f’Malta li turi ruhha b’interess qawwi fil-hajja tal-Knisja f"Malta u fl-
istituzzjonijiet taghha u b’sehem fl-attivitajiet organizzati.

(Seminarju, Kullegg St Albert)

L-intenzjonijiet strategici ta’ 1-iSchool Development Plan inbnew madwar
il-bzonn ta’ aktar kolleggjalitd u inkluzjoni. Ir-rapporti jsemmu diversi
attivitajiet li saru bil-ghan li jsahhu l-ispirtu ta’ komunjoni kemm bejn
l-istaff, kif ukoll ma’ l-istudenti; kif ukoll b’rabta mal-komunita ekklezjali
f’Malta, b’sehem f’okkazjonijiet partikulari.
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3. Knisja li taqdi u tmexxi ’1 quddiem
is-solidarjeta ma’ l-emarginati

Hidma koordinata minn strutturi djoc¢esani

Issir hidma biex tinghata attenzjoni lill-prezenza tar-razzizmu; ikun studjat
dan il-fenomenu, u jkunu organizzati attivitajiet kontra r-razzizmu u favur
id-diversita f"Malta. '
(Kumm Gustizzja u Paci, Segretarjat Emigrazzjoni u Turizmu Religjuz,
Jesuit Refugee Service)

Fiz-17 u t-18 ta’ Frar, gie organizzat Seminar 1i fih il-kelliem ewlieni
kien il- Kardinal Renato Raffaele Martino, President tal-Kunsill Pontificju
ghall-Gustizzja u Paéi. L-iskop tas-seminar kien li jinholoq awareness
tal-problema tar-razzizmu, gharfien ta’ 1-Enciklika Populorum Progressio,
gharfien generali fuq it-Taghlim Socjali tal-Knisja b’mod partikulari fuq
id-djalogu inter-religjuz u inter-kulturali kif ukoll ir-rwol tal-media fil-
konfront tat-Taghlim Soéjali tal-Knisja. I-Kardinal zar i¢-Centru miftuh
ta’ l-immigranti fil-Marsa, kif ukoll giet organizzata quddiesa, immexxija
mill-Kardinal u mill-Arcisqof, ghall-immigranti Kattoli¢i fil-kappella tal-
Bon Pastur u wara, laggha miftuha ma’ l-istess immigranti.

Tissahhah il-hidma b’rizq dawk li jitolbu kenn f’pajjizna, b’akkolejnza fi
proprjeta tal-Knisja, skond il-possibiltajiet, u hidma ta’ sensibilizzazzjoni
favur ir-refugjati.

(Segretarjat Emigrazzjoni u Turizmu Religjuz)

Din is-sena, is-Segretarjat gqed jishaq hafna, fl-attivitajiet tieghu b’risq
ir-refugjati, fuq lI-importanza fi-ghaqda tal-familja u 1i dawn in-nies isibu
hajja aktar stabbli f’pajjizi ta’ l-emigrazzjoni. Saru diversi hidmiet ta’
sensibilizzazzjoni — fosthom programm regolari fuq Radju Malta u diversi
press releases fuq il-media. Is-Segretarjat ha sehem ukoll f’attivitajiet
konnessi mal-Jum Internazzjonali tar-Refugjati mniedi mill-UNHCR.
Bhalissa, il-Knisja f’Malta, barra is-servizzi li ghandha fl-uffic¢ju f’Dar
1-Emigrant, gqed izzomm ukoll 14-il dar f’7 lokalitajiet f"Malta 1i fihom
hemm 400 sodda.

[I-Community Outreach Unit tal-Caritas tahdem biex jigu aggornati

l-hidmiet ta’ karita fil-komunitajiet parrokkjali. Issir hidma biex ikun
hemm stampa Cara ta’ x’inhuma l-istrutturi ezistenti, kif jahdmu, xi
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progetti hemm mahsuba, x’inhuma d-diffikultajiet u x’inhuma I-ghajnuniet
mehtiega.

(Segretarjat Caritas, Parrocci)

[I-gasam djakonija fi hdan Caritas bhalissa tinsab ghaddejja b’hidma ta’
evalwazzjoni ta’ l-istrutturi parrokkjali ta’ djakonija. Thejja kwestjonarju
ta’ evalwazzjoni tal-kummissjonijiet djakonija. Sa issa diga ngabru 1-
evalwazzjonijiet tal-kummissjonijijet djakonija fl-unitajiet numru 2, 3, 5,
6,8,10, 11,12, 13, 14 u 16. L-iskop ewlieni huwa 1i tkabbar 1-gharfien
dwar il-kummissjoni djakonija u thares mill-qrib lejn l-istruttura, il-mod
kif tahdem, il-progetti prezenti, it-tekonologija uzata, il-volontarjat u kif
il-kummissjoni djakonija qed tikkollabora ma’ entijiet ohrajn.

Bl-ghajnuna ta’ ghadd ta’ voluntiera mharrga apposta, jigi pprezentat 1ill-
parro¢éi DVD 1i jfisser x’inhi ‘djakonija’ u kif ghandha tahdem kemm
fuq livell parrokkjali kif ukoll fuq livell ta’ unita pastorali. L-iskop hu
li jkun hemm djalogu u diskussjoni bejn l-operaturi pastorali dwar id-
djakonija, kif mixtieqa mis-Sinodu.

(Segretarjat Caritas, Parrocci)

B’kollaborazzjoni shiha mal-moderaturi ta’ I-unitajiet pastorali, ged jigu
organizzati sessjonijiet ta’ formazzjoni dwar id-djakonija. Waqt dawn
is-sessjonijiet ged jintwera DVD dwar is-servizz ta’ qadi fil-parrocca.
Dan id-DVD jaghti harsa dettaljata lejn id-definizzjoni ta’ djakonija, 1-
origini tal-hidma tal-Caritas fil-parroc¢c¢i, ezempji konkreti ta’ kif tahdem
il-kummissjoni u r-rwol tas-Sinodu Djoéesan. Saissadanid-DVD intwera
fi 11-il unita pastorali. Qed johorgu hafna punti interessanti f’dawn il-
lagghat u ged ikun hemm talbiet sabiex dan id-DVD jintwera wkoll lill-
Kunsilli Pastorali Parrokjali. Kull kummissjoni djakonija ged tinghata
pakkett ta’ informazzjoni baziku dwar il-hidma ta’ djakonija.

Issir hidma biex fejn m’hemmx u hu possibbli li titwaqqaf, ikun hemm
kummissjoni djakonija fil-parroc¢a. Din il-hidma ssir {*diversi fazijiet u
tibda b’valutazzjoni tal-hidma li ged issir mill-ghaqdiet voluntarji. Wara li
ssir analizi ta’ I-informazzjoni migbura, jinghataw ir-rakkomandazzjonijiet
kif ghandha titwaqqaf u tibda tahdem il-kummissjoni djakonija, u jsir
imbaghad follow-up. Din tkun hidma fuq bazi ta’ unitd pastorali.
(Segretarjat Caritas, Parrocci)
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Il-qasam djakonija jinsab ghaddej b hidma biex titwaqqaf il-kummissjoni
djakonija f*7 parrocci differenti. Dawn huma Valletta (San Duminku),
Zabbar, Qormi (San Bastjan), Marsa (Marija Regina), Hal Tarxien, HaQ
Zebbug u Balluta. Qed jsiru lagghat ma’ dawn il-parrocéi biex jigu
identifikati n-nies li ser imexxu din l-struttura parrokkjali u eventwalment
tibda tahdem skond il-bzonnijiet tal-parrocca.

Qed ssir emfasi biex din l-struttura tkun komposta minn rapprezentant1
ta’ diversi gruppi socjali biex tkun tabilhaqq kummissjoni li tikkordina
I-hidma ta’ djakonija.

Tigi studjata policy dwar uzu pastorali ahjar tad-Djar tal-Knisja u strutturi
ohra ghal skopijiet socjo-pastorali.

(Segreterija Pastorali, Ufficéju Djocesan ta’ I-Amministrazzjoni)
Ghadha kemm tfasslet policy dwar l-amministrazzjoni ta’ dawn id-Djar
(li jinkludu d-Djar tat-Tfal, id-Djar ta’ 1-Anzjani, id-Djar ta’ Persuni
b’Dizabilita u d-Dar ghal min hu bla dar). Din il-policy tipprevedi
involviment akbar mill-familjari u t-tfassil ta’ hajja aktar interessanti
u attiva ghar-residenti. Dawn id-Djar ghandhom ikollhom rabta akbar
mal-parrocci fejn qeghdin u hekk ikunu opportunita pastorali ghall-qadi.
L-Ufficcju Djocesan ta’ l-Amministrazzjoni qed jara liema servizzi
jistghu jkunu centralizzati u pprovduti mill-Kurja, u jara wkoll kif dawn
id-Djar ikunu kollha ta’ livell gholi kif jixraq lir-residenti u lill-familjari
taghhom u lill-Knisja stess. Qed jara wkoll li, fejn m’hemmx, kull Dar
ikollha Bord ta’ Amministrazzjoni li jahdem id {’id ma’ l-amministratur
tad-Dar biex din tkompli timxi ’1 quddiem.

L-adolexxenti u z-zghazagh ikunu inkoraggiti jaghmlu esperjenzi ta’
djakonija kemm f’Malta kif ukoll barra. Ikun hemm ukoll rapprezentanza
zaghzugha fil-kummissjonijiet djakonija.

(Kumm Djo¢ Zghazagh, Segretarjat Caritas)

Matul din is-sena il-KDZ kompliet tahdem fuq is-servizz VIS (Voluntary
Information Service). Permezz ta’ dan is-servizz, il-KDZ tiehu hsieb
tigbor opportunitajiet ta’ volontarjat kemm f’Malta u kif ukoll barra.
Din l-informazzjoni kollha tinsab fil-website tal-KDZ. Permezz taghha
tinghata l-informazzjoni mehtiega (anke permezz tat-telefon) lil dawk
iz-zghazagh 1i jitolbu informazzjoni fuq opportunitajiet ta’ volontarjat.
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Jintbaghtu wkoll updates regolari dwar dawn I-opportunitajiet fis-servizz
UPDATE young people 1i jintbaghat kull gimaghtejn lil numru kbir ta’
adolexxenti u zghazagh.

II-KDZ gieghda wkoll tiddiskuti ma entitajiet taz-zghazagh biex jigu
koordinati lagghat ma’ 1-Arcisqof sew gabel kif ukoll wara l-esperjenzi
tal-volontarjat 1i hafna zghazagh jaghmlu matul is-sajf. Ghad trid issir
iktar hidma rigward l-element zaghzugh fil-Kummissjonijiet Djakonija.

Isir ir-raba’ rapport ta’ 1-Osservatorju tal-Faqar (Poverty Watch), bil-ghan
li josserva l-forom godda ta’ faqar fis-socjetd Maltija llum, u li jkun
strument u inc¢entiv ghal azzjoni konkreta favur il-persuni zvantaggjati
fil-komunita.

(Segretarjat Caritas, Discern)

Sa issa r-ricerka Poverty Watch ghadha ma bdietx. Jidher li hemm bzonn
decizjoni fl-igsar zmien possibbli dwar tliet punti: definizzjoni ta’ faqar,
b’liema regolarita ser isir ir-rapport, minn fejn ser jigi l-iffinanzjar ta’
1-Osservatorju tal-Faqgar.

Il-qasam djakonija tal-Caritas qed taghmel ricerka socjali f’2 parrocci
differenti sabiex jigu identifikati I-bzonnijiet 1-aktar urgenti tal-familji
u persuni fil-bzonn. Il-fieldwork qed jsir mill-membri tal-Kummissjoni
Djakonija filwaqt li t-tahrig tar-ricerkaturi u 1-analizi tar-ricerka jsiru mill-
Caritas. Dawn il-hidmiet ged isiru b’kollaborazjoni mal-Kummissjonijiet
Djakonija tal-parro¢é¢i. Saret ukoll proposta minn parrocc¢a ohra biex
fil-bidu tas-sena 2008 tinbeda ricerka socjali ohra.

Flimkien mas-servizzi ta’ riabilitazzjoni ghall-persuni dipendenti mid-
droga, ikun offrut ukoll programm ta’ prevenzjoni fl-iskejjel, bil-programm
Focus, kif ukoll sensiela ta’ weekend seminars, b’kollaborazzjoni ma’
agenziji ohra.

(Caritas Malta)

Il-programm Focus kien offrut lil skejjel primarji, u saru weekend
seminars ghal studenti ta’ l-iskejjel sekondarji. Bhala follow up ghal
dawn is-seminars, gew organizzati wkoll laqghat dwar temi ta’ lifeskills
ghal dawn l-istudenti fix-xhur ta’ wara s-seminars. Saru wkoll korsijiet ta’
tahrig dwar it-trobbija lill-genituri kemm fl-iskejjel kif ukoll fil-parrocéi,
u kompliet il-hidma ta’ prevenzjoni fil-postijiet tax-xoghol permezz ta’
I-Employees Assistance Programme.
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Flimkien mal-progett ta’ counselling ghall-persuni u I-familji f*diffikulta’,
issir hidma biex jitwaqqaf Hiv/Aids Support Group.

(Caritas Malta)

Caritas Malta zammet numru ta’ lagghat ma’ diversi professjonisti li
jahdmu fil-qasam ta’ AIDS u HIV u wkoll ma’ persuna li hi stess hija
infettata bil-virus HIV. Rizultat ta’ dan, saret laqgha edukattiva flimkien
mal-kullegg Malti tat-tobba sabiex titqajjem kuxjenza rigward l-izviluppi
f’dan il-qasam. Inghatat informazzjoni dwar testijiet li jsiru fis-servizz
Ii toffri Caritas, Xefaq. Din il-laggha ddiskutiet ukoll il-possibilta’ 1i
jitwaqqaf grupp ta’ sapport ghal dawn il-persuni.

F1-2007, jinhadem progett ta’ prevenzjoni dwar binge drinking fost I-
adolexxenti u z-zghazagh Maltin.

(Caritas Malta)

I1-Caritas Youth Outreach huwa grupp ta’ 8 zghazagh li tul dawn l-ahhar
tliet snin hadmu fuq progett ta’ prevenzjoni f”Centri taz-Zghazagh madwar
Malta. Is-suggetti i huma jindirizzaw jinkludu: Communication Skills,
Self-Awareness, Assertiveness, Ir-Razzizmu u 1-Xenofobija, L-Abbuz tad-
Droga u Relationships. Minhabba li 1-problema tal- binge drinking bdiet
tinhass sewwa f’pajjizna, f1-2007 gie introdott dan is-suggett bhala parti
mill-programm tas-sessjonijiet li jinghataw lic-Centri. Is-sessjoni dwar
il-Binge Drinking issir b’kollaborazzjoni ma’ 1-Alcoholics Anonymous u
ssir permezz ta’ metodologija interattiva (quizes, simulation exercises u
workshops). S’issa z-zghazagh 1i bbenefikaw minn din is-sessjoni kienu
dawk ta¢-Centri ta’ Hal Balzan, Sta Lu¢ija u I-membri tal-Pit Stop Club.
Hemm pjan illi din it-tema tigi zviluppata aktar fil-fond.

Impenji partikulari biex jitwettaq l-ghan

Tissahhah il-hidma ta’ qadi, akkumpanjament u difiza ta’ l-immigranti 1i
jigu Malta, b’servizzi professjonali, legali, so¢jali u religjuzi. Tkompli
I-hidma biex titqajjem kuxjenza fuq id-dinjita u d-drittijiet taghhom
permezz ta’ laqghat fl-iskejjel u fil-komunita, u pubblikazzjonijiet.
(Jesuit Refugee Service)

Bis-sahha ta’ fondi mill-Unjoni Ewropea, il-UNHCR, u donazzjonijiet
privati, il-Jesuit Refugee Service seta jzid l-istaff tieghu, u jimpjega aktar
nies li joffru servizzi professjonali fic-Centri tad-detenzjoni: zewg avukati,
zewg assistenti legali, social worker u nurse (seconded mill-gvern) u
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psikologa li jattendu regolarment lid-detenuti. Maghhom hemm numru
zghir ta’ voluntiera, inkluz tabib li jattendi kull gimgha.

Gie ppubblikat ktejjeb, bl-Ingliz u bil-Franciz, Ii jispjega lid-detentuti 1-
process kollu tat-tfittxija tal-kenn skond il-ligi Maltija, u hemm fondi biex
ikun ippubblikat ukoll bl-Gharbi u bit-Tigrinja, lingwa ta’ 1-Eritrea.
Kull nhar ta’ Hadd numru zghir ta’ Gizwiti jqaddsu fié-centri ghad-
detenuti nsara. Dis-sena, issahhet din il-prezenza pastorali bil-ghajnuna
siewja ta’ numru ta’ sorijiet tal-Karita, u membri tal-Museum u tal-Legjun
ta’ Marija.

Tinghata kura pastorali lill-immigranti irregolari li qeghdin il-Marsa.
(Patrijiet Kapuccini)

Din il-hidma kompliet u estendiet ruhha minhabba li n-numru ta’ 1-
immigranti zdied. II-hidma saret iktar organizzata u ko-ordinata flimkien
ma agenziji ohrajn li jiehdu hsieb l-immigranti.

Issir hidma mar-refugjati u l-immigranti irregolari fic-¢entri tad-detenzjoni
u Centri ohra taghhom.

(Legjun ta’ Marija)

Saret din il-hidma bi Zjajjar regolari.

Tkompli 1-hidma biex titqajjem kuxjenza fuq il-problema ta’ I-illiterizmu
f’Malta, u t-tiftix ghal soluzzjonijiet konkreti.
(Istitut Paolo Freire)

Bil-programmi vari tieghu, bl-ghajnuna ta’ volontiera ddedikati, 1-Istitut
Paolo Freire qed jghin biex persuni differenti jiskopru t-talenti taghhom
u jaghtu sehemhom iktar fil-komunita. Il-programmi jilhqu 1il tfal u lill-
adulti, u jinkludu korsijiet ta’ ‘Literacy for Employment’.

Issir hidma biex jingabru esperjenzi ta’ haddiema li jahdmu b’paga minima
u li ged jaffaccjaw kundizzjonijiet difficli ta’ xoghol, bil-ghan li flimkien
maghhom tittiehed azzjoni li tista’ ttejjeb il-qaghda taghhom.
(Zghazagh Haddiema Nsara)

Din il-hidma bdiet issir u ghad trid tkompli tizviluppa matul 2008.
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Il-fondazzjoni ‘Suret il-Bniedem’, li diga’ taghti kenn lil dawk bla dar,
tghin ukoll b’akkomadazzjoni lil persuni bi problemi ta’ sahha mentali, li
wara zmien fid-dar, ikunu jistghu jergghu jkunu integrati fil-komunita.
(Patrijiet Kapuccéini)

Suret il-Bniedem kompliet taghti s-servizzi taghha lil dawk 1i huma bla
dar, flimkien ukoll ma dawk 1i ghandhom problemi ta’ sahha mentali. Dar
Victoria issa hija lesta min kollox u hija mghammra biex tilga’ go fiha
dawn ir-residenti li jistghu jkunu integrati lura fis-socjetd jew inkella li
posthom mhux aktar fl-isptar Monte Carmeli. Is-servizzi komplew jifthu
u jirfinaw ruhhom mill-esperjenza li ngabret f’dawn l-ahhar snin.

Diversi komunitajiet f’Malta jqieghdu lilhom infushom ghas-servizz tal-
parrocc¢i f’hidma ta’ qadi.

(Mixja Neokatekumenali)

Dan sar permezz ta’ hidmiet diversi kemm f’Malta kif ukoll barra, bhall-
Italja, 1-Olanda, 1-Awstralja u Guam. Hafna komunitajiet li ghamlu
l-passagg tar-Reditio huma ffurmati biex jghinu lill-parrocci f’pastorali
ta’ medjazzjoni bhala ghajnuna lill-familji li tilfu lil xi hadd, zjajjar lill-
anzjani u ohrajn.

Issir valutazzjoni tal-prijoritajiet u l-hidma biex ikun hemm aktar
appostolat effettiv fost dawk fil-bzonn, spec¢jalment il-morda, 1-anzjani
u dawk fil-habs.

(Patrijiet Kapuccini)

Saret il-valutazzjoni, biex il-patrijiet ikunu aktar effettivi u effikaci
fil-hidmiet taghhom. Sar process ta’ auditing ma’ 1-Ahwa kollha tal-
Provincja u fl-ogsma kollha li jinsabu fihom, fuq perjodu ta’ disa’ xhur.
Saru Assemblej biex jigu diskussi r-rizultati u r-rapporti. Issa qeghdin
fil-fazi li jimplimentaw kif jista jsir tqassim ahjar ta’ personnel u hin,
fid-dawl tal-karizma.

Tissahhah il-hidma li qed issir ma’ dawk vittmi ta’ vjolenza domestika,
kemm b’formazzjoni ghall-voluntiera u persuni li jahdmu f’dan il-
qasam, kif ukoll bi twaqqif ta’ support group ghan-nies li kienu fid-djar
immexxijin mill-Bon Pastur.
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(Sorijiet Bon Pastur)

Sar kors ‘Volunteers’ Training Programme’ ghall-voluntiera u staff
li jahdmu Dar Merhbabik. Saru wkoll diversi ‘falks’ mill-istaff ta’
Merhbabik lil studenti universitarji u lil grupp ta’ zghazagh, u saru
programmi fuq il-media. Kien hemm diversi persuni, fosthom studenti,
li kellhom esperjenza f’Merhbabik bi skop ta’ aktar awareness’fuq
il-problema u l-konsegwenzi taghha. Is-support group formali ghadu
ma sarx, imma d-Dar hi miftuha ghall-ex residenti li jigu jfittxu I-
ghajnuna.

Issir hidma biex tinghata hajja gdida lic-‘Centru St Jeanne Antide’, biex
ikun post ta’ smigh u ghajnuna lill-izjed dghajfa u mwarrba.

(Sorijiet tal-Karita)

Tfassal statut gdid u ged tinholog xibka ta’ voluntiera. Il-Fundazzjoni
hija maghmula minn sorijjiet u lajci li jahdmu flimkien b’mod sistematiku,
f’teams biex joffru support lil dawk il-persuni, familji u gruppi ta’
minoranza i huma eskluzi mis-socjeta. S’issa bdew servizzi ta’ ghajnuna
lil ommijiet zghazagh, tfal minn familji £’ diffikulta’, refugjati, residenti
nisa tal-Facilitd Korrettiva ta’ Kordin. Is-servizzi se jkomplu jissahhu
ghal 2008.

Tkompli 1-hidma ma’ 1-ommijiet mhux mizzewga.

(Sorijiet Ursolini)

Id-dar tar-Rabat dejjem miftuha biex tilga’ dawn l-ommijiet; matul 2007
ma kienx hemm applikazzjonijiet.

Issir hidma fost 1-anzjani fir-residenzi ghalihom, biex tinghatalhom kura
b’ispirazzjoni nisranija.

(Little Sisters of the Poor, Sorijiet Dumnikani)

Din il-hidma saret matul 2007, u zdiedu wkoll l-opportunitajiet ghall-
anzjani biex jiehdu sehem fi gruppi ta’ formazzjoni nisranija.

Issir hidma biex ikun hawn aktar kuxjenza dwar l-abbuzi 1i jsiru fuq
l-anzjani u biex ikun hemm ligijiet u strutturi i jipprotegu aktar lill-
anzjani.

(Seg Assistenza Socjali — Azzjoni Kattolika)

Din il-hidma saret mis-Segretarjat Assistenza Socjali.
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Bil-ghan li tissahhah il-hidma tas-Segretarjat Assistenza Socjali, fl-ewwel
tliet xhur ta’ 2007 issir valutazzjoni ta’ l-istruttura tas-Segretarjat u ta’
kif ged jikkumplementa s-servizz u l-hidma tas-social workers u l-care
workers.

(Seg Assistenza Socjali — Azzjoni Kattolika)

Il-valutazzjoni ta’ l-istruttura shiha ghadha ma saritx; imma saret
valutazzjoni fuq is-servizz u I-hidma tas-social workers u ttichdet azzjoni
b’rizultat ta’ dan.

Tkomplu b’impenn dawn it-tliet inizjattivi ta’ solidarjetd : adozzjoni ta’
tfal mill-boghod; progett ‘Dar ghal kull familja’ fi-Asja ; u l-iskema
‘Ekonomija ta’ Komunjoni’, fejn parti sew mill-qligh li jhallu diversi
inizjattivi jmur ghall-fqar.

(Fokolari)

Tkomplew dawn it-tliet inizjattivi ta’ solidarjeta. Saru diversi laqghat ta’
formazzjoni ghal dan ghall-membri kollha tal-Moviment.

Tinghata attenzjoni specjali lil dawk it-tfal 1i ghandhom diffikultajiet jew
ghaddejjin minn problemi partikulari.

(Imm Conception, Tarxien; Skola tad-Dorotej, Zebbug; St Michael)
Ittiehdu diversi inizjattivi biex ikunu mechjuna tfal b’diffikultajiet jew
li ghandhom problemi partikulari.

Fost dawn, tip ta’ assessment kontinwu li jghin biex il-genituri u l-istudenti
jaghrfu l-kwalitajiet sbieh tat-tfal — dan jghin biex dawk 1li huma batuti
fl-iskola jew li jaqghu lura jibnu stima taghhom infushom, u jaraw li
Alla tahom hafna doni li jistghu jintuzaw ghall-gid ta’ kulhadd. Inghatat
ukoll ghajnuna lil tfal li gejjin minn familji b’diffikultajiet finanzjarji, jew
problemi ta’ tip iehor. Inghatat attenzjoni partikulari 1il tfal 1i jhossu li
ma jiswew ghal xejn ghax m’humiex mahbubin.

Issir hidma biex fost l-istudenti tinholoq kuxjenza aktar solidali ma’ min
hu fqir, zvantaggjat jew emarginat. Din issir permezz ta’ kelliema — ez
dwar l-immigranti irregolari, nies fil-habs u qraba taghhom — kif ukoll
permezz ta’ esperjenzi partikulari u hidma ma’ nies li ghaddejjin minn
tbatija, u b’rabta ma’ zminijiet partikulari fil-Liturgija.

(Seminarju,; Kullegg Santu Wistin,; St Michael; Kullegg St Albert; Skola tad-
Dorotej, Zebbug; Stella Maris College, Gzira; Sacred Heart, San Giljan)
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Ir-rapporti ta’ 1-iskejjel juru 1-hidma ta’ sensibilizzazzjoni li saret fost
l-istudenti biex tinholoq aktar din il-kuxjenza ta’ solidarjeta. Kienu
mistiedna diversi kelliema dwar esperjenzi ta’ tbatija kemm Malta kif ukoll
barra minn Malta, u studenti kellhom l-opportunita jaghmlu esperjenzi
partikulari ma’ nies ghaddejjin minn tbatija jew izuru istituzzjonijiet fejn
hemm nies 1i ged ibatu. Intuzaw ukoll zminijiet partikulari tal-Liturgija
— Avvent, Milied, Randan — biex tinholoq aktar din il-kuxjenza.

4. Knisja li ti¢¢elebra b’mod haj
Hidma koordinata minn strutturi djo¢esani
Flimkien mad-djocesi ta’ Ghawdex, isir dixxerniment tar-rizultat tac-
censiment ta’ l-attendenza fil-quddiesa tal-Hadd u tittiehed l-azzjoni
necessarja.
(Arcidjocesi, flimkien mad-djocesi ta’ Ghawdex — bl-ghajnuna ta’
Discern)
Tlesta r-Rapport shih tac-Censiment mid-Discern, u qed jitqassmu lill-
parroc¢i s-sezzjonijiet 1i jikkoncernawhom. Iltaga’ grupp biex jistudja
liema huma l-ahjar inizjattivi li ghandhom jittiehdu; beda 1-process biex
titwaqqaf task force biex tara x’ghandu jsir wara r-rizultat tac-Censiment
tal-quddies.

Jigu ppreparati sussidji biex tissahhah il-partecipazzjoni tat-tfal fil-
Liturgija tal-Hadd. Dawn is-sussidji jkunu indirizzati 1-aktar ghall-
ghalliema u 1-katekisti. ‘
(Segretarjat Liturgija)

Gew ippubblikati sussidji ghat-tfal biex jintuzaw kemm fl-iskejjel kif
ukoll fil-parrocci bi preparazzjoni ghall-quddiesa tal-Hadd.

Jigi ppubblikat Direttorju ghac-celebrazzjonijiet tas-Sagramenti.
(Segretarjat Liturgija, Segretarjat Kleru, Kullegg tal-Kappillani)
Tlestiet parti mid-Direttorju ghac-celebrazzjonijiet tas-Sagramenti. Din
giet diskussa fil-unsill Presbiterali u fil-Kunsill Pastorali Djocesan. Wara
I-kummenti ta> dawk prezenti, qed isiru I-approfondimenti necessarji.

Jigi pprezentat dokument li jaghti linji-gwida dwar animazzjoni ahjar
tal-quddiesa fuq it-televizjoni u fuq ir-radju.
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(Segretarjat Liturgija, Segretarjat Komm Socjali, Kummissjoni
Kultura)

Dan sar u ntbaghat lill-kappillani u lil kull stazzjon tat-televizjoni u
r-radju li talab li jitrasmetti I-quddiesa. Hemm persuna mis-Segretarjat
responsabbli 1i tikkuntattja lill-parroééi halli t-thejjija u l-animazzjoni
tal-quddiesa jsiru sew.

Tkun ippubblikat resource pack ghall-youth leaders, bi skemi ta’ laqghat
fuq il-quddiesa u t-tagsimiet differenti taghha, biex iz-zghazagh jifhmu u
japprezzaw izjed il-quddiesa bhala laggha specjali ma’ Kristu.

(Kumm Djo¢ Zghazagh, Segretarjat Liturgija)

Minkejja 1i dan ir-resource pack hu lest, ghadu ma giex ippubblikat
minhabba i kien hemm I-idea 1i apparti l-iskemi ta’ laqghat, ikun ukoll
fih xi materjal awdjo-viziv fuq it-tifsir ta’ partijiet differenti tal-quddiesa,
sinjali, simboli, gesti e¢¢. Dawn ghadhom ged jinhadmu izda ghandhom
ikunu lesti sa l-ahhar ta’ din is-sena. Wara 1i jitlestew, jigi pprezentat
ir-resource pack shih bhala resource pack interattiv.

Ikunu ppubblikati linji-gwida u proposti ta’ celebrazzjonijiet liturgici
ghall-quddies animat mill-adolexxenti u z-zghazagh. Jitwagqgaf ukoll
working group li jidentifika 1-liturgy teams ezistenti fil-parroc¢i, u
jghinhom joperaw fl-ispirtu tal-linji-gwida; kif ukoll jghin biex jitwaqqfu
f’parrocéi fejn m’hemmx. Jigu identifikati wkoll dawk il-gruppi li
janimaw il-liturgija permezz tal-muzika, biex jingiebu flimkien u
jinghataw aktar formazzjoni u bl-esperjenzi taghhom iservu ta’ stimolu
ghal xulxin fil-hidma taghhom.

(Kumm Djo¢ Zghazagh, Segretarjat Liturgija)

Dawn il-linji-gwida, li nhadmu mill-Kummissjoni Djo¢esana Zghazagh
flimkien mas-Segretarjat ghal-Liturgija, huma lesti izda gie de¢iz li
jinhargu flimkien mal-linji-gwida tal-pastorali ma’ l-adolexxenti u z-
zghazagh fil-parrocci. Il-working group 1i jahdem flimkien mal-lizurgy
teams ser jibda jopera wara li dawn jigu ppubblikati. Sadanittant il-hidma
ta’ networking bejn il-music ministry teams tinsab miexja u qed tigi
msahha permezz ta’ zewg attivitajiet ¢elebrattivi li jsiru matul is-sena, li
huma l-festival ta’ muzika nisranija kontemporanja u 1-konkors kanzunetta
uffi¢jali Jum iz-Zghazagh. Dawn l-attivitajiet ghandhom l-iskop prin¢ipali
li jinkoraggixxu u jgibu flimkien dawn il-music ministry teams u bands u
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jagsmu t-talenti taghhom ma’ zghazagh ohrajn. Gie wkoll ippjanat music
ministry weekend li ser isir ’Ottubru 1i gej.

Tkompli 1-hidma biex ikun hawn fil-parroéci kappella ta’ adorazzjoni
perpetwa u biex aktar nies, specjalment zghazagh, ikunu jafu bihom u
jsibu fihom ghajn ta’ ispirazzjoni.

(Segretarjat Parroéci, Kumm Djo¢ Zghazagh)

L-ghadd ta’ parrocc¢i li ghandhom kappella ta’ adorazzjoni gieghed dejjem
jizdied u skond informazzjoni recenti migbura mill-Uffic¢ju Relazzjonijiet
Pubbli¢i, bhalissa hawn ’il fuq minn 40.

Isiru vespri) maz-zghazagh, fl-ewwel Hadd ta’ 1-Avvent, fl-Epifanija, fl-
Ewwel Hadd tar-Randan u fil-Pentekoste, b’talb spe¢jali ghall-qdusija
ﬁl—Vokazzj"lgnijiet kollha tal-hajja nisranija.

(Kumm Djo¢ Zghazagh, Kunsill tal-Vokazzjonijiet)

Il-vespri bagghu jsiru b’mod regolari. S’issa saru fil-parroééi taz-Zejtun u
tar-Rabat. Ix-xewqa tal-KDZ hi li filwagqt li 1-vespri jibdew isiru f’parrocéi/
unitajiet differenti, dawk il-parrocéi li fihom il-KDZ tkun organizzat il-
vespri jibqghu jaghmlu din 1-esperjenza flimkien maz-zghazagh taghhom.
Dan sabiex terga’ tigi skoperta s-sbuhija tat-talba tal-Knisja u i tintalab
bhala komunita f’ambjent zaghzugh. Ghall-Vespri ta’ l-ewwel Hadd ta’
I-Avvent, ser ikun prezenti 1-Arcisqof.

FI1-2007, jigi ppubblikat il-lezzjonarju ferjali u tal-Hdud. F1-2008, jigu
stampati l-erba’ volumi tal-Liturgija tas-Sighat.

(Segretarjat Liturgija, Kumm Liturgika Nazzjonali)

[I-Kummissjoni Liturgika Nazzjonali bdiet tahdem fuq il-pubblikazzjoni
tal-lezzjonali ferjali u tal-Hdud. Bhalissa tlesta 1-ewwel abbozz biex jigi
evalwat sew gabel ma jinbeda x-xoghol ta’ l-istampar.

Tkun ippubblikata edizzjoni gdida u aggornata tal-ktieb tal-kant ghaz-
zghazagh Iktus, kif ukoll suppliment tieghu bil-muzika ta’ l-innijiet li
jkunu f*Iktus.

(Kumm Djo¢ Zghazagh, Segretarjat Liturgija)

Ftit xhur ilu l-Ar¢isqof wera x-xewqa li 1-KDZ u s-Segretarjat ghal-
Liturgija jiddiskutu flimkien il-possibilita li jkun hemm ktieb wiehed
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djocesan ta’ kant fid-djocesi. Din il-laqgha saret u kien hemm gbil li
ghas-snin li gejjin, 1-Zktus ser ikun il-ktieb ta’ kant ghad-djocesi — ktieb
miz-zghazagh ghall-komunita shiha. Il-process ittawwal ftit minhabba
li kellhom isiru provvedimenti biex ikun hemm numru sostanzjali ta’
innijiet maghrufa mill-komunita shiha u mhux biss miz-zghazagh. Saru
wkoll lagghat ma’ persuni li kienu fil-Kummissjoni Muzika Sagra u saret
ukoll laggha ma’ rapprezentanti mid-djocesi ta’ Ghawdex fejn kien hemm
ukoll gbil li dan il-progett ser isir miz-zewg djocesijiet flimkien. Il-lista
ta’ innijiet issa hi kkompilata u ged jigi wkoll ikkompilat is-suppliment
tal-muzika. Huwa ttamat li I-Zktus il-gdid ikun lest f’Jannar 2008.

Isir studju kemm fuq livell djocesan kif ukoll fuq livell parrokkjali biex
tikber l-ospitalita fil-knejjes:

- ospitalita ta’ persuni b’dizabilita

- ospitalita ta’ persuni anzjani

- ospitalita ta’ familji bi tfal zghar

- ospitalita ghall-insara fiz-zminijiet ta’ llum (i.e. hinijiet adattati
ghaz-zminijiet ta’ Hum).

(Segretarjat Liturgija, Parrocci)

Dan l-istudju ghad irid isir.

Jigi valutat il-mod kif l-insara Maltin ged jiehdu sehem fil-liturgija
parrokkjali: x’jista’ jsir ahjar, x’ghandu jkun ikkoreggut.

(Segretarjat Liturgija, Discern, Parroccéi)

Inbeda l-process biex titwaqqaf fask force’ biex tara’ x’ghandu jsir u
twettaq mal-parocci dak 1i hemm bzonn isir wara r-rizultati tac-Censiment
tal-quddies: dan jinkludi 1i jigi valutat il-mod kif l-insara Maltin ged
jiehdu sehem fil-liturgija parrokkjali u x’jista jsir ahjar.

Tissahhah il-hidma biex il-festi tal-parrocci jkunu tassew celebrazzjonijiet
religjuzi li jghaqqdu l-poplu, u li jesprimu l-aspetti ta’ qima, ferh nisrani,
ghaqda u ghajnuna lil min hu fil-bzonn, filwaqt 1i jkomplu jitwarrbu 1-
elementi li jgibu firda jew offiza 1il Alla jew lill-proxxmu.
(Aréidjocesi)

Inizjattiva gdida din is-sena kienet quddiesa f’Marzu mmexxija mill-
Arcisqof bis-sehem ta’ dawk 1i jaghtu sehemhom fl-organizzazzjoni
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tal-festi tal-qaddisin. L-Arc¢isqof wasslilhom messagg ta’ rifiessjoni fuq
il-festi. Permezz ta’ fuljett, il-messagg kollu ta’ 1-Arcisqof twassal bil-
miktub lil dawk 1i jaghtu sehemhom fl-organizzazzjoni tal-festi filwaqt i
gew mistiedna biex jirriproducuh shih jew in parti £'xi fuljett jew ktieb
li jigi ppublikat fl-okkazjoni tal-festa — kif fil-fatt diversi ghamlu. Din
il-laggha celebrattiva ser tibda ssir kull sena fix-xahar ta’ Jannar.

Tkompli ssir hidma ghal impenn ambjentali fil-liturgija. Ghalhekk:

- Isiru talbiet fil-quddiesa b’rabta ma’ temi ambjentali differenti.
- Tkunu identifikati wagqtiet matul is-sena liturgika li fihom jistghu
jkunu trattati temi ambjentali;

- Jithejjew u jitgasmu fuljetti b’temi ambjentali, li mhux biss
jaghtu taghrif fuq problemi partikulari imma wkoll jghidu x’ghandu jkun
l-impenn tan-nisrani, b’talba marbuta mat-tema.

(Kummissjoni Ambjent, Segretarjat Liturgija)

Tkompliet din il-hidma ta’ thejjija u stampar ta’ fuljetti b’tema ambjentali.
Dawn il-fuljetti jkunu jinkludu taghrif u riflessjonjiet 1i jinftichmu minn
kulhadd. Isir sforz sabiex dan it-taghrif mhux biss juri l-iskala tal-problema
partikulari imma wkoll x’inhuma r-responsabbiltajiet u x’ghandu jkun 1-
impenn tan-nisrani. Il-fuljetti jkun jinkludu wkoll talba. Kopji ta’ dawn
il-fuljetti jitgassmu lill-parroc¢i kollha ta’ Malta kif ukoll f"Ghawdex.
Din is-sena tqassmu fl-1 ta’ Jannar (dwar il-Paci) u f’Mejju (dwar il-
Klima). Bil-ghan Ii din I-inizjattiva tilhaq aktar 1-ghanijiet taghha, tqgassam
kwestjonarju lill-kappillani kollha ta’ Malta, biex jingabar taghrif dwar
kif ged jintlagghu dawn il-fuljetti u biex ikun jista’ jitjieb dan is-servizz.
[I-Kummissjoni Ambjent issa ged tahdem fuq dawn ir-rizultati.

Impenji partikulari biex jitwettaq l-ghan

Tkompli ssir b’impenn il-quddiesa ghaz-zghazagh il-Hadd filghaxija fil-
Knisja Gesli Nazzarenu, Sliema.

(Patrijiet Dumnikani)

Din kompliet issir kif ippjanat.

Tkompli ssir b’impenn il-quddiesa ghaz-zghazagh is-Sibt filghaxija fil-
Knisja ta’ Sarria, b’tim immexxi miz-zghazagh stess.
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(Ignatian Youth Network)
Din il-quddiesa bagghet issir fuq bazi regolari u minn din is-sena tkompliet
issir kull nhar ta’ Sibt fi-sajf ukoll.

Fl-Universita, is-Sibt filghaxija, tinghata importanza li¢c-¢elebrazzjoni
ta’ 1-Ewkaristija ghall-familja, permezz ta’ gruppi ta’ animazzjoni, u
attenzjoni specjali lil-liturgija ghat-tfal u b’servizz ghan-nies nedsin
mis-smigh.

(Chaplaincy Universita)

Dan sar b’mod regolari. Kien hemm ukoll thejjija tal-Ministri Straordinarji
tat-Tqarbin bl-ghajnuna tas-Segretarjat ghal-Liturgija.

Issir hidma biex, fil-linja tal-karizma tat-Tigdid Karizmatiku, jinghata
kontribut lis-sens ta’ ¢elebrazzjoni fil-Knisja permezz ta’ Akkademja ta’
Tifhir u Qima (Academy of Praise and Worship).

(Tigdid Karizmatiku)

Twaqqfet 1-Akkademja ta’ Tithir u Qima, li ged toffri taghlim u tahrig
baziku, prattiku u regolari lil dawk li inghaqdu fil-Kor tal-Akkademja.

Minn Settembru ta’ 2007, 1-Akkademja ser tibda toffri korsijiet aktar
specifici fit-tahrig ta’ teknika u teorija muzikali kif ukoll — li ser ikunu
obligatorji — sezzjonijiet ta’ taghlim fit-Teologija bazika ta’ tithir u gima.
Ghalissa din 1-Akkademja ser tkun miftuha ghal dawk 1i huma involuti
fit-Tigdid Karizmatiku permezz ta’ gruppi jew komunitajiet, aktar ‘il
quddiem ghandha tinfetah biex tiehu persuni minn entijiet ohra

Tinghata iktar opportunitd lill-istudenti biex ikollhom esperjenzi ta’
celebrazzjoni hajja, ukoll permezz ta’ talb fil-gruppi, sehem attiv fil-
preparazzjoni tal-quddiesa, u inizjattivi marbutin ma’ zminijiet partikulari
tal-Liturgija.

(Seminarju; Kullegg Santu Wistin; Kullegg Mlissjunarju ta’ San Pawl; St
Michael; Stella Maris College, Gzira; Imm Conception, Tarxien, Sacred
Heart, San Giljan; Skejjel Santa Monika; St Francis, Sliema)
Ir-rapporti ta’ 1-iskejjel juru 1-isforzi li saru biex tinghata din l-opportunita
lill-istudenti. F’diversi skejjel, hemm inizjattivi ta’ gruppi ta’ talb,
preparazzjoni ta’ I-istudenti flimkien mal-ghalliema ghac-celebrazzjonijiet
liturgici, u ¢elebrazzjonijiet bi programm li jinbena mas-sena liturgika.
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L-ghan hu 1i t-fal jiehdu minn etd zghira esperjenza pozittiva ta’
celebrazzjoni hajja.

5. Knisja li taghti attenzjoni partikulari
lill-familja u lill-adolexxenti/zzghazagh

Hidma koordinata minn strutturi djocesani

Familja
Titwaqqaf struttura djocesana ghat-tfal, bis-sehem taghhom stess, bil-
hsieb 1i theggeg din il-partecipazzjoni taghhom fil-Knisja u fis-so¢jetd u
tara issues differenti mil-lenti taghhom.
(Arcidjocesi)

Dan il-process inbeda tant li dan is-sajf ikunu saru l-ewwel tliet laqghat
ta’ 1-Arcisqof mat-tfal fejn fi gruppi ttrattaw il-hames ghanijiet tal-Pjan
Pastorali. Tliet lagghat ohra bhal dawn se jsiru fix-xitwa biex hekk
ikunu koperti s-sitt distretti ta’ 1-Arc¢idjocesi. Hemm il-hsieb ukoll li
f’kull parro¢ca, matul Ottubru u Novembru, issir Assemblea ghat-Tfal.
Dan kollu kien ippjanat biex iwassal ghat-twaqqif tal-Kummissjoni li hu
mahsub li jsir qabel is-sajf ta’ sena ohra.

Tkompli l-edukazzjoni fuq il-valuri tal-familja fost iz-zghazagh, fost
koppji namrati, fost il-mizzewgin godda. Minn zmien ghal Zmien isiru
kampanji fuq il-valuri tal-familja.

(Kumm Djo¢ Familja, Kumm Djo¢ Zghazagh, Moviment ta’ Kana)
II-Moviment ta’ Kana fittex li jippromwovi valuri sodi favur iz-zwieg u 1-
familja, kemm fl-iskejjel li fihom kienu mistiedna kelliema tal-Moviment,
kemm bil-pubblikazzjonijiet, kemm fuq il-mezzi tax-xandir.
II-Kummissjoni Djo¢esana Familja, il-Moviment ta’ Kana u Caritas ged
jahdmu fuq progett ‘Zwieg b’Sahhtu’. Ser issir Konferenza Nazzjonali
b’din it-tema fis-27 ta’ Ottubru u minn hemm il-progett ghandu jkompli
jizviluppa biex jitwassal messagg dwar zwieg b’sahhtu.
I1-Kummissjoni Djocesana Familja, id-Dipartiment ta’ 1-Edukazzjoni, 1-
Universita ta’ Malta u I-Moviment ta’ Kana qeghdin jahdmu fuq progett
li jinvolvi l-kunéett ta’ ‘Family Studies’ fil-qasam ta’ l-edukazzjoni
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f’Malta. Ser issir konferenza nazzjonali dwar dan is-suggett fi Frar 2008
— ix-xewqa hi li dan iwassal biex fil-kurrikulu nazzjonali jidhol dan il-
kuncett tal-‘Family Studies’.

Matul din is-sena, twaqqaf il-Forum Familja li jigbor fih il-movimenti u
l-ghaqdiet Kattoli¢i li ged jahdmu fil-qasam tal-familja. B’hekk ghandu
jkun hemm aktar koordinazzjoni fix-xoghol li qed isir b’risq il-familja
Maltija. ’

Tkompli I-hidma ta’ tishih tal-Kummissjonijiet Familja Parrokkjali.
Jinghataw orjentazzjoni biex jahdmu halli jsahhu aktar il-valuri tal-familja
(bhall-fedelta’, is-sagrificcju, I-impenn, ir-rispett). Tkompli 1-hidma biex,
fejn ghadha m’hijiex imwaqqfa 1-Kummissjoni f’xi parrocéi, titwaqqaf.
(Kumm Djo¢ Familja, Parrocci)

[I-Kummissjoni DjocCesana Familja kompliet bil-hidma ghat-tishih
tal-Kummissjonijiet Familja fil-parrocci. F’din l-ahhar sena twaqgfet
Kummissjoni Parrokkjali Familja fl-Imqabba, regghet bdiet tiffunzjona
dik ta’ Rahal Gdid (Kristu Re) u gieghda fil-process li titwaqqaf dik tal-
Qawra. Il-Kummissjoni taghmel zjarat regolari fil-parrocéi. Fadal 15-il
parrocca x’izzur biex tkun zaret il-parrocéi kollha.

Ikun hemm aktar zjarat fil-familji fil-komunitajiet parrokkjali. Issir
hidma biex fil-parrocci jkun hemm ukoll koppji maghzula 1i jzuru familji
u jitolbu maghhom, f’okkazjonijiet partikulari — bhal fil-Maghmudija,
I-Ewwel Tqarbina, il-Grizma ta’ 1-Isqof u z-Zwieg.

(Parrocci, Kumm Djo¢ Familja)

Diversi parroc¢i hadmu u ged jahdmu fuq programm ta’ zjarat fil-familji.
Ghad irid isir aktar xoghol fuq dan matul 2008. Il-Kummissjoni Djoc¢esana
Familja gieghda tahseb biex taghmel aggornament tal-linji gwida biex
jasal aktar il-messagg li lI-ghajnuna lill-familji individwali tigi l-ewwel
fil-hidma tal-kummissjonijiet familja fil-parrocéa.

Issir hidma biex jissahhah it-talb fil-familja.

(Kumm Djoé¢ Familja)

Kompla t-tqassim tal-ktieb ta’ talb ghall-familja fil-parrocci. Il-
Kummisjoni bdiet tahseb biex taghmel aggornament ta’ dan il-ktieb issa
li 1-kopji stampati kwazi nbieghu kollha. II-Kummissjoni fil-hidma u I-
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kitbiet taghha ged tinkoraggixxi li I-familji jkollhom post fid-dar taghhom
fejn jistghu jingabru biex jitolbu.

Isir Ufficcju ghar-Ricerka fuq il-Familja.

(Kumm Djoé Familja, Moviment ta’ Kana, Discern)

Wara hafna diskussjonijiet, sar gbil bejn il-partijiet kollha involuti biex
dan 1-Uffi¢c¢ju ta’ Ricerka fuq il-Familja jitwagqaf u jinzamm fi hdan id-
Discern. Tlesta statut dwar kif ser timxi din l-istruttura u giet identifikata
persuna biex tmexxiha.

Titwaqqaf u tibda tahdem il-Kummissjoni Pastorali Tribunal
Ekklezjastiku.

(Arcidjocesi)

Din ghadha ma twaqqfitx.

Jissahhu I-follow-ups ghal dawk li temmew il-kors ta’ Kana. II-Gruppi
Familji Nsara jfittxu li jilhqu aktar mizzewgin godda.

(Moviment ta’ Kana)

Il-hidma tal-grupp Belong li jiehu hsieb il-follow-ups tal-korsijiet ta’
Kana ged issir b’mod kongunt bejn Kana u 1-Youth Fellowship u n-
numru ta’ partecipanti ged dejjem jizdied. Dawn ged ikollhom lagghat
informattivi u varjati. Bil-mod il-mod din il-hidma ged tagbad ukoll f’xi
parrocci. Fil-fatt bhalissa hemm feam zghir 1i gqed jahdem fuq manwal
— ktieb b’diversi lagghat 1i saru tul dawn it-tliet snin li jkun jista jservi
ta’ghajnuna ghal dawk li jridu jaghmlu xi haga simili fil-parro¢ca. I1-
Gruppi Familja Nsara ged ikomplu jirsistu ukoll biex kemm jista’ jkun
jilhqu aktar koppji mizzewgin zghazagh — dan jiddependi hafna wkoll
mill-ghajnuna u s-sapport tal-Kappillan tal-parrocéa.

Ikun hemm counsellors godda u jsir tahrig professjonali ghall-counsellors
li ged jaghtu s-servizz taghhom.

(Moviment ta’ Kana)

F’Lulju 2007, 20 counsellor temmew b’success l-ewwel sena tal-kors
taghhom fil-family therapy. Ghaxra minnhom kienu counsellors stabbiliti
u ghaxra kienu godda. Il-bi¢¢a l-kbira minnhom issa ser ikomplu t-
tieni sena tal-kors 1i ser twassalhom biex ikollhom id-diploma fil-family
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therapy. Barra minn hekk, huma ser ikomplu jir¢ievu aktar tahrig in-
house biex ikunu jistghu jaghtu s-servizz taghhom fi hdan Kana.

Ikunu ppubblikati fuljetti riveduti u DVDs bhala ghajnuna ghall-korsijiet
ta’ thejjija ghaz-zwieg.

(Moviment ta’ Kana) .
Din is-sena, intemmu b’suécess ir-revizjoni u l-pubblikazzjoni ta’ tliet
fuljetti minn tmienja tal-Kors ta’ Kana. Dawn issa gew izjed jappellaw
ghall-generazzjoni zaghzugha ta’ llum. Barra minn hekk, harget ukoll
l-ewwel DVD — dik fuq is-sesswalita — biex tintuza fil-kors flok it-
tahdita. Din ghandha I-iskop li tkun provokattiva bizzejjed u b’hekk
tohloq diskussjoni sana fuq is-suggett. Hemm il-hsieb ukoll li jkun
hemm izjed DVDs.

Ikun ippubblikat il-manwal tal-going steady.
(Moviment ta’ Kana)

Bil-ghajnuna ta’ grupp zZghir, il-preparazzjoni ta’ dan il-manwal miexja
gmielu bit-tir li dan ikun lest sa tmiem din is-sena. Il-hsieb hu li dan ikun
jista’ jintuza fil-laqghat taz-zghazagh fil-parroc¢i biex ikollhom sa min
kmieni ghodda f’idejhom ghad-diskussjoni fuq il-valuri sbieh tal-hajja.

Issir hidma biex jitwaqqaf support group ghat-tfal tal-persuni separati.
(Moviment ta’ Kana, Caritas, Segretarjat Katekezi, Salezjani)

Din il-hidma 1i zviluppat frott il-lagghat ma’ persuni separati, hija
hidma delikata hafna. S’issa bil-ghajnuna tal-partijiet kollha involuti,
fuq bazi esperimentali, saru zewg laqghat ghal dawn it-tfal. Issa jonqos
il-koordinament bejn il-partijiet involuti kif ukoll riflessjoni matura fuqg
l-esperjenza.

Titkompla 1-hidma fuq il-programm ta’ katekezi ghad-dhul fil-hajja
nisranija tat-tfal u l-preadolexxenti, b’mod li sa I-ahhar ta’ 1-2008 ikunu
tlestew 1-abbozzi tar-rizorsi I-godda ghall-ewwel sena u t-tieni sena, u
jkun tlesta wkoll il-procéess ta’ feedback u tahrig lill-katekisti ghal dawn
is-sentejn u jibdew jithaddmu r-rizorsi 1-godda.

(Segretarjat Katekezi)
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Tkompla x-xoghol fuq it-tfassil tat-testi ghall-ewwel u ghat-tieni sena
tal-programm. Saru s-seminars ghall-katekisti li ser jghallmu f’dawn
I-ewwel sentejn. Sar ukoll xoghol biex jigi adattat it-test tar-raba’ sena
tal-programm 1i issa mhux ser ikun jipprepara t-tfal ghall-Grizma. Fil-
fatt, dan se jigi stampat f’Settembru 2007 biex jibda jintuza minn din
is-sena.

Adolexxenti/Zghazagh

Jitniedu linji-gwida ghall-hidma pastorali ma’ 1-adolexxenti u z-zghazagh
fil-parro¢¢i, mibnija fuq id-dokument tas-Sinodu Adolexxenti u Zghazagh.
Dawn ikunu jinkludu, fost l1-ohrajn, kodici ta’ etika ghall-operaturi
pastorali 1i jigu f’kuntatt ma’ l-adolexxenti u z-zghazagh, u revizjoni
tal-linji-gwida ghall-Kummissjoni Parrokkjali Adolexxenti u Zghazagh
(KPAZ) biex ikunu izjed flessibbli ghar-rejaltajiet differenti 1i hemm
fil-parrocéi f"Malta.

(Kumm Djo¢ Zghazagh)

Id-draft ta’ dawn il-linji-gwida huwa lest. Fil-gimghat li gejjin sejrin
jinghataw lil diversi persuni sabiex jaghtu I-feedback taghhom fuq dan
id-draft. F1-10 ta’ Settembru se jsir seminar ma’ l-operaturi pastorali fejn
flimkien se jkunu studjati dawn il-linji-gwida biex wara jkunu jistghu
jigu ppubblikati.

Tithejja katekezi ghall-adolexxenti li geghdin Forms IV u V.
(Segretarjat Katekezi)

Thejjew it-temi u xi kitbiet ghal erba’ faxxikli biex jintuzaw bhala rizorsi.
Bhalissa ged issir il-kitba taghhom. Flimkien mal-faxxikli qed jithejjew
sussidji ta’ metodologija kateketika ghal dawn l-etajiet.

Jitkomplew b’mod regolari I-lagqghat ghall-genituri ta’ 1-adolexxenti fil-
parrocci.

(Segretarjat Katekezi)

Dawn il-lagghat baqghu jsiru, dejjern meta ssir stedina mill-kappillan.
Qed isir sforz biex wiehed jara liema hu l-ahjar mod biex jintlahqu aktar
genituri b’formazzjoni adattata ghalihom.
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Isir kors ta’ 20 sessjoni ghall-animaturi ta’ 1-adolexxenti.

(Segretarjat Katekezzi)

hajja. Fost dawn kien hemm studenti universitarji u professjonisti. Wara
dan il-kors, inhasset il-htiega ta’ on-going formation ghall-animaturi, u
li 1-kors ikun fuqg sentejn biex jistghu jappprofondixxu t-temi.

Lejn l-ahhar ta’ 1-2007, isir symposium dwar it-tema ‘Kif nghaddu 1-fidi
lill-adolexxenti’. Wara, isiru numru ta’ seminars biex jinghata sapport
lill-animaturi tal-gruppi ta’ l-adolexxenti u lill-adolexxenti nfushom.
(Segretarjat Katekezi, Kumm. Djoé¢. Zghazagh)

F’Punju 1li ghadda sar seminar bit-tema: L-adolexxent u 1-Knisja:
X’ghandhom x’jaghtu lil xulxin? Dan gie organizzat mis-Segretarjat
ghall-Katekezi u 1-Kummissjoni Djocesana Zghazagh. Attendew madwar
285 ruh. Fost il-punti li hargu, kien hemm: 1i tittiehed b’aktar serjeta 1-
problema tat-taghlim tar-religjon fl-iskejjel u fic-Centri ta’ formazzjoni;
il-bzonn ta’ aktar formazzjoni u informazzjoni fejn tidhol il-formazzjoni
shiha ta’ l-adolexxenti. Saru wkoll laqghat bhala follow-up ta’ dan is-
seminar.

Isir Kumitat permanenti ghall-Pastorali fl-Iskejjel tal-Knisja.
(Segretarjat Katekezi, Segretarjat Edukazzjoni)

Sar rapport ikkummissjonat mill-Kunsill ghall-Iskejjel tal-Knisja — kunsill
imwaqqaf mill-Kunsill tas-Superjuri Magguri — dwar il-formazzjoni
religjuza f’dawn l-iskejjel. Il-koordinatur tal-hidma pastorali fl-iskejjel
intalab ifassal linji ghall-implimentazzjoni tal-proposti li saru fir-rapport.
Saru kuntatti bejn il-koordinatur tal-pastorali fl-iskejjel u z-zewg subject
coordinators tar-Religjon f’dawn I-iskejjel. Saret ukoll laqgha ta’
evalwazzjoni ghall-ghalliema tar-Religjon u l-animaturi ta’ l-attivitajiet
religjuzi.

Isir programm ta’ formazzjoni permanenti ghar-religious counsellors.
(Segretarjat Katekezi, Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni)

Se jitkomplew il-lagghat ta’ formazzjoni ghar-religious counsellors.
F’Ottubru se jkun hemm laggha taghhom ma’ I-Arcisqof.
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u tal-lajci, u ssir hidma biex dawn ikollhom gharfien ufficjali.
(Arcidjocesi, Segretarjat Katekezi, Segretarjat Edukazzjoni, Segretarjat
Kleru u Hajja Konsagrata, Segretarjat Lajcéi)

Kien hemm religious counsellors godda 1i hadu post ohrajn li nghataw
ministeru iehor ghax kibru fl-eta. Bil-holgien tal-‘kulleggi’, beda jinhass
il-bzonn 1i fi-iskola jkun hemm aktar minn religious counsellor wiehed, u
li r-religious counsellors li sa issa kien jahdmu fi skejjel separati jibdew
jahdmu f’tim. Ghal-lagghat tar-religious counsellors qed jigu mistiedna
laj¢i impenjati fil-pastorali fl-iskejjel, u trid issir il-hidma biex dawn jigu
rikonoxxuti mill-Knisja f’dan il-ministeru.

Gie rikonoxxut ir-rwol ta¢-Chaplain l-MCAST bi ftehim uffi¢jali bejn
il-Bord tad-Diretturi u [-Arcidjocesi. F’Ottubru se tigi inawgurata u
mbierka kappella moderna b’facilitajiet ghas-servizzi konnessi ma’ din
il-hidma pastorali, u se jitwaqqaf u jibda jahdem regolarment it-tim
tac-Chaplaincy. Qed tissahhah il- hidma flimkien mi¢-Chaplaincies ta’
1-Universita, Junior College u MCAST.

(Discern, Kumm Djo¢ Zghazagh, Segretarjat Katekezi)

Inbeda 1-process biex dan isir u qed isiru lagghat fuq x’tip ta’ analizi
ghandha ssir. Se ssir laqgha ohra f’Settembru bejn id-Discern,
Kummissjoni Djocesana Zghazagh u s-Segretarjat Katekezi dwar dan
I-istudju.

Isir ukoll stharrig fuq livell ta’ parrocéi li jghin biex il-parrocci jaghrfu
izjed ir-rejalta’ ta’ l-adolexxenti u z-zghazagh 1i fugha jistghu jibnu l-
hidma pastorali taghhom.

(Kumm Djo¢ Zghazagh, Parrocéi)

Tfassal standard survey biex ikun jista’ jsir fuq livell ta’ parrocéi u ser
jigi pprezentat bhala parti mil-linji gwida ghall-parrocci.

Isir kors ta’ sena li jwassal ghal Certificate in Youth Ministry, rikonoxxut
mill-Universita ta’ Malta.

(Fakulta’ tat-Teologija, Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni, Kumm Djo¢ Zghazagh)
II-hsieb hu 1i c-Certificate in Youth Ministry jiftah f’Ottubru i gej.
Matul din is-sena saru wkoll diversi laqghat immexxija mill-Istitut
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ta’ Formazzjoni Pastorali u li fihom hadu sehem is-Segretarjat ghal-
Liturgija, is-Segretarjat ghall-Katekezi u 1-Caritas fejn tfassal kors mhux
universitarju Basic Principles in Youth Ministry.

Jinhadem programm ta’ formazzjoni kontinwa ghall-youth leaders.
(Kumm Djo¢ Zghazagh, Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni)

Dan il-programm sar u jikkonsisti f’diversi seminars, laqghat u live-ins
ghall-youth leaders.

Tkanu aggornati r-rizorsi b’materjal gdid ghall-uzu tal-youth leaders, ta’
I-istudenti u tal-ghalliema tar-religjon u 1-PSD.
(Kumm Djo¢ Zghazagh, Segretarjat Katekezi)

Minkejja li nxtara materjal gdid, ir-resource centre ilu diversi xhur
maghluq minhabba r-refurbishment 1i qed isir fil-premises tal-KDZ.
Dan ghandu jerga’ jinfetah ghall-pubbliku fil-bidu tas-sena akkademika
li jmiss.

Bhala follow-up tal-kampanja “Lejn Hajja Sesswali Isbah”, li saret fl-
2006, jigi ppubblikat ktejjeb b’artikli fuq it-temi trattati fil-Kampanja.
Dan il-ktejjeb se jkun immirat prin¢ipalment ghall-ghalliema, genituri u
operaturi pastorali li jahdmu fost 1-adolexxenti u z-zghazagh. Jinhadem
ukoll resource pack ghall-ghalliema mill-Forms I sa V, li jinkludi fih
skemi ta’ laqghat. Isir ukoll manwal ghall-genituri li ghandhom it-tfal
ta’ din l-eta biex ikunu jafu iktar kif jittrattaw is-suggett tas-sesswalita
ta’ wliedhom.

(Kumm Djo¢ Zghazagh)

Qed issir il-preparazzjoni mehtiega biex il-ktejjeb ikun wiehed mis-
sensiela ta’ Klabb Qari Nisrani. Rigward ir-resource pack, saret laqgha
mas-Segretarjat ghall-Edukazzjoni u beda x-xoghol fuq dan.

Issir revizjoni tal-kontenut u tal-forma tar-rivista Mill-KDZ, wara li tkun
tlestiet ir-ricerka fuq it-tendenzi religjuzi taz-zghazagh.

(Kumm Djoc¢ Zghazagh) ‘

Din ir-revizjoni ma setghetx issir minhabba li r-ricerka ghadha ma
saritx.
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Isir Forum taz-zghazagh, li jkun jinkludi rapprezentanti minn: KPAZ
tal-parrocéi, l-ghaqdiet u I-movimenti nazzjonali, il-pastoral teams u
¢-Chaplaincies fl-iskejjel sekondarji u post-sekondarji, u l-ordnijiet

(Kumm Djo¢ Zgazagh, flimkien ma’ l-entijiet imsemmija)

Minkejja li dan il-forum ghadu mhux imwaqqaf b’mod uffi¢jali, il-laqghat
ta’ konsultazzjoni rigward diversi inizjattivi tal-KDZ kif ukoll dwar i¢-
celebrazzjonijiet djoc¢esana, geghdin isiru ma’ rapprezentanti ta’ l-entijiet
kollha msemmija hawn fuq. L-attendenza qed tkun wahda pozittiva.

Isir progett pilota fuq bazi sperimentali ghall-parroc¢i fl-unita 10 (Sliema
u Balluta), fejn ic-centru tas-Salezjani jkollu r-responsabbilta’ tal-hidma
pastorali maz-zghazagh u jhejji wkoll iz-zghazagh ghal aktar impenn
fil-parrocéi rispettivi taghhom. Il-hidma tkun koordinata minn youth
minister f’isem il-KDZ.

(Kumm Djoc¢ Zghazagh, Salezjani, Parroééi unita 10)

Is-Salezjani ntalbu jaghmlu pjan pastorali 1i ghandu jigi studjat flimkien
mal-Kappillani ta’ 1-10 distrett. 1I-Kappillani intalbu jibaghtu ismijiet
ta’ persuni li jistghu jiffurmaw parti mill-Kummissjoni. Dahlu zewg
ismijiet.

B’koordinament mas-Segretarjat Katekezi, isiru zjarat fil-parroéci, b’mod
1i I-KDZ tibga’ sensittiva ghall-htigijiet pastorali fil-parroééi u tghin ghat-
twettiq ta’ dak 1i hu mitlub mis-Sinodu ghall-pastorali taz-zghazagh; u
biex jinbena sens ta’ koordinazzjoni bejn parroéci ta’ 1-istess unita.
(Kumm Djoc¢ Zghazagh, Segretarjat Katekezi, Parrocci)

Inbeda xi xoghol u matul is-sena d-diehla dan jitkompla u jkompli
jinbena.

Issir hidma biex ic-Celebrazzjonijiet djocesani fejn jiehdu sehem iz-
zghazagh ikunu Celebrazzjoni ta’ mixja 1i jkunu ghamlu matul is-sena
liturgika. Din il-mixja tkun mibnija fuq it-tema li 1-Papa jaghzel ghas-
sena u li minnha johorgu numru ta’ valuri 1i fughom issir katekezi maz-
zghazagh.
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(Kumm Djo¢ Zghazagh)

Din il-mixja tfasslet u bhalissa qed issir hidma biex titwettaq. L-Arcisqof
ser jaghti bidu ghal din il-mixja fl-attivita 1i ser issir dak in-nhar ta’ 1-
ewwel Hadd ta’ I-Avvent.

II-KDZ tikkoordina serje ta’ attivitajiet preparatorji ghaz-zghazagh
Maltin li jixtiequ jiehdu sehem fil-Jum Dinji taz-Zghazagh f’Sydney,
1-Awstralja, f1-2008.

(Kumm Djo¢ Zghazagh, flimkien ma’ ghaqdiet u movimenti taz-
zghazagh)

Bhalissa ged isiru numru ta’ lagghat informattivi ghal dawk iz-zghazagh
li huma mhajrin jiehdu sehem fil-Tum Dinji taz-Zghazagh u wkoll xi
attivitajiet ohrajn. L-Arcisqof innifsu se jmexxi dan il-grupp ta’ zghazagh.
Meta 1l-grupp ta’ dawk li se jmorru ghall-WYD jigi ffurmat, jibdew
ukoll isiru numru ta’ laqghat formattivi. Qed issir ukoll hafna hidma
mill-komunitajiet Maltin li jinsabu gewwa Melbourne u Sydney u li ser
ikunu 1-host families tal-grupp meta jkun 1-Awstralja.

Impenji partikulari biex jitwettaq l-ghan

Tinghata attenzjoni specjali lill-familja permezz tal-hidma mat-tfal u 1-
adolexxenti u z-zghazagh fl-iskejjel u I-katekezi fil-parroce¢i.

(Sorijiet Frangiskani tal-Qalb ta’ Gesii)

Dan ged isir, u mieghu hemm ukoll attenzjoni partikulari lit-tfal gejjin
minn familji bi problemi jew li huma stess ikunu sofrew xi tip ta’
abbuz.

Issir hidma mal-familji fil-parrocéi, specjalment ma’ dawk li ged ihabbtu

wicchom ma’ problemi ta’ mard, ulied f’diffikulta’, u problemi ohra.
(Sorijiet Frangiskani Missjunarji ta’ Marija)

Dan ged isir, specjalment permezz ta’ Zjarat fil-familji 1il nies li ghaddejjin

minn tbatija — nies wahedhom, familji bi problemi, morda; u professional

pastoral counselling man-nies 1i jabbuzaw mid-droga u l-alkohol u 1-

familji taghhom.

Fl-iskejjel tinghata attenzjoni partikulari lir-rabta fl-edukazzjoni ta’ 1-

adolexxenti u z-zghazagh mal-familji taghhom. Fi skola minnhom se
tkun diskussa Parental Involvement Policy.
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(Skejjel St Joseph, Skejjel Santa Monika)
Qed tinghata din l-attenzjoni, b’inizjattivi ta’ formazzjoni, bhal seminar
fuq l-internet bis-sehem ta’ l-istudenti u 1-genituri flimkien.

Ikun hemm opportunitajiet ta’ irtiri fis-silenzju ghaz-zghazagh.
(Ignatian Youth Network)

Saru diversi rtiri fis-silenzju ghaz-zghazagh is-sena 1i ghaddiet u dawn
ser jibqghu jsiru s-sena li gejja.

Tkun hemm opportunitajiet varji ghaz-zghazagh biex jaghmlu xoghol
volontarju f"Malta u barra minn Malta — [-Egittu, 1-Etjopja, 1-Algerija
u Cottolengo.

(Chaplaincy Universita)

Din is-sena rega’ kien hemm opportunitajiet ghall-gruppi ta’ zghazagh
biex jaghmlu xoghol volontarju fl-Egittu, 1-Etopja, Cottolengo, Bari
u Lourdes. Hu ttamat 1li s-sena li gejja jerga’ jkun hemm Il-istess
opportunitajiet.

Iz-Zghazagh Azzjoni Kattolika tikkonsolida u ssahhah i¢-Centri taghha u
tiftah centri godda, filwagqt li tghin biex aktar zghazagh jirc¢ievu tahrig li
jippreparahom ghal hidma f’dan il-qasam b’vizjoni nisranija.
(Zghazagh Azzjoni Kattolika)

Din il-hidma saret matul 2007. Saret enfasi fuq tahrig ghal mexxejja
godda tac-centri.

Is-Salesian Pastoral Youth Service jorganizza diversi seminars ta’
formazzjoni umana miz-zghazagh ghaz-zghazagh.

(Salesian Pastoral Youth Service)

L-SPYS tellghet diversi seminars ta’ formazzjoni umana matul is-sena.
Ilkoll kellhom attendenza numeruza ta’ zghazagh u ta’ nies impenjati
f* dan il-gasam. Din is-sena wkoll, 1-iSPYS fasslet 1-iSPYS.INT 1i ged
taghti aktar appogg lil zghazagh li jkunu jixtiequ jaghmlu esperjenza
missjunarja. Din is-sena fil-fatt, bhas-sena 1i ghaddiet, regghu marru
grupp ta’ zghazagh 1-Indja.

Ikun hemm laqghat regolari ta’ formazzjoni ghall-adolexxenti u z-
zghazagh.
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(Museum, Parrocci, Youth Fellowship)

Komplew il-laqghat regolari ta’ formazzjoni tal-Museum. II-Youth
Fellowship komplew il-korsijiet Keep the Fire, Acquire the Fire,
Discipleship Training Programme, People of Purpose, Searchlight —kollha
bil-ghan li jilhqu kategoriji differenti ta’ adolexxenti u zghazagh.

Tkompli 1-hidma ta’ evangelizzazzjoni fost 1-adolexxenti u z-zghazagh
fl-iskejjel permezz ta’ ACTS School of Mission.

(Youth Fellowship)

Din is-sena ACTS komplew b’hidma ta’ evangelizazzjoni fl-iskejjel ma’
mijiet ta’ studenti zghazagh fil-Form 4, 5 u 6% Forms. Permezz ta’ video-
presentations, diskussjonijiet, testimonjanzi u muzika kontemporanja, il-
membri ta’ ACTS hadmu biex, b’mod dinamiku, jagsmu ma’ l-istudenti
l-messagg ta’ 1-imhabba ta’ Gesl.

TLIET DOKUMENTI

Dokument Lejn Knisja dejjem aktar inkluZiva

Id-dokument dwar il-Knisja u l-persuni b’dizabilitd, bl-isem Lejn Knisja
dejjem aktar inkluziva, gie approvat mill-Arcisqof bhala dokument
tal-Knisja f"Malta, u kien ippubblikat fit-3 ta’ Dicembru 2006. Fih
diversi proposti ta’ azzjoni. II-Kummissjoni Persuni b’dizabilita tkun
responsabbli biex tahdem ghat-twettiq ta’ dawn il-proposti fis-sentejn
li gejjin.

II-Kummissjoni fasslet pjan biex ikun hemm gharfien akbar fil-Knisja
f’Malta ta’ dan id-dokument li juri l-policy tal-Knisja f’dan il-qasam. Hi
ppjanata hidma fost l-operaturi pastorali tal-parrocci ghal dan il-ghan.

Dokument dwar il-hajja konsagrata

Id-dokument dwar il-hajja konsagrata se jinhadem fis-sentejn i gejjin.
Qed jithejja Kungress ghall-persuni ta’ hajja konsagrata, 1i jkun il-bidu
tal-process biex jinhadem id-dokument. Responsabbli biex jinhadem
dan id-dokument se jkun il-Kunsill tas-Superjuri Magguri ReligjuQi
(KSMR), flimkien mad-delegat ta’ 1-Arcisqof ghall-membri ta’ l-istituti
ta’ hajja konsagrata.
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II-KSMR se torganizza Kungress ghall-Persuni ta’ Hajja Konsagrata
matul Marzu u April 2008. Id-dokument se jinkiteb bhala follow-up ta’
dan il-Kungress.

Dokument dwar il-Knisja u I-edukazzjoni
Id-dokument dwar il-Knisja u 1-qasam ta’ l-edukazzjoni se jibda jin]Jadem

wara ristrutturar 1i jkun hemm fis-Segretarjat ghall-Edukazzjoni.

Ghad trid issir il-hidma fuq dan id-dokument.
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Kummissjoni Ambjent Arcidjocesi ta' Malta
OPINJONI DWAR RIZORSI AMBJENTALI

1. Dahla

Qed nghixu fi gzejjer ckejkna b’densita ta’ popolazzjoni i hi fost 1-oghla
fid-dinja u b’limitazzjonijiet kbar ta’ rizorsi naturali. Intant l-imgieba ta’
xi whud minna, l-argumenti li spiss nisimghu u l-progetti li naraw proposti
jew imwettqa, spiss jikxfu mentalita 1i donnu Malta hi xi kontinent bla
qgies fejn ir-rizorsi naturali u ambjentali huma bla limitu. Forsi hafna
mill-problemi ambjentali li qed nippruvaw neghlbu bhalissa u li ged
jipperikolaw l-izvilupp ekonomiku u socjali tal-gzejjer taghna, huma
frott ta’ din il-mentalita.

‘Mentalita bhal din ghamlet u ghadha taghmel hafna hsara ghax, minhabba

li r-rizorsi naturali taghna huma limitati, dak li qed jingered spiss qed
jintilef darba ghal dejjem. Aktar ma jghaddi z-zmien pajjizna gieghed
kull ma jmur jiftagar ghax ir-rizorsi ambjentali tieghu, li huma I-qofol
ta’ kull zvilupp ekonomiku u socjali, ged jitnagqru ftit ftit, kemm fil-
kwalita kif ukoll fil-kwantita. Sfortunatament mhux kulhadd hu konxju
mid-dimensjoni ta’ din it-telfa u ghalhekk mhux kulhadd ihoss il- htlega
li jwaqqaf din il-gerda.

L-opinjonijiet li 1-Kummissjoni Ambjent ippubblikat, minn zmien ghal
zmien matul dawn l-ahhar tlett snin, kienu intenzjonati li jissensibilizzaw
lill-poplu ghal din ir-realta u l-urgenza li jsir xi haga qabel ma jkun tard
wisq. B’mod car u ricerkat, dawn I-opinjonijiet fittxew li jipprezentaw il-
fatti kif inhuma filwagqt li joffru riflessjoni nisranija dwar kif min jemmen
ghandu b’ghazla deciziva’ jgib ruhu quddiem id-diversi kwistjonijiet
ambijentali f’pajjizna.

Madanakollu dawn ir-riflessjonijiet mhux dejjem intlaqghu tajjeb
specjalment minn dawk 1i jippreferu li [-Knisja toqghod kwieta u ma
titkellimx fuq kwistjonijiet ambjentali. Ghad hawn min jippreferi jisfrutta
r-rizorsi ambjentali bl-addoc¢¢ bla ma hadd jindahallu jew ifakkru fir-
responsabbilta 1i ghandu bhala nisrani 1i jindokra l-holgien li Alla fdalu
f’idejh. Hawn min ihossu skomdu li jdahhal lil Kristu u I-valuri evangeli¢i
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fil-kwistjonijiet ambjentali, u jipprova jnaqqas jew jghatti l-gravita tal-
problemi ambjentali 1i ged niffaccjaw jew (kif kien irrapurtat minn xi
sezzjonijiet ta’ l-istampa) sahansitra jghid 1i dawn il-kwistjonijiet qed
jaljenaw lin-nies mill-messagg Kristjan.

Imma I-Papa Benedettu XVI mhux ta’ l-istess opinjoni. Anzi, fil-laggha
li kellu f'Loretu fil-bidu ta’ Settembru, rega sahaq fuq ir-responsabbilta
ambjentali tan-nisrani. Aktar milli hmerijiet jew ideologiji tan-new age,
dan il-qawmien ekologiku fi hdan il-Knisja ged ikun mezz tangibbli kif
in-nisrani jista’ juri bil-fatti mhabbtu lejn min hu batut, lejn il-marid,
lejn il-fqir u lejn il-generazzjonijiet ta’ ghada. Din hi l-konvinzjoni tal-
Kummissjoni Ambjent.

Tajjeb li naraw dan it-taghlim fid-dawl tal-pjan ta’ Alla ghalina u I-
mixja taghna lejH. Alla halaq lill-bniedem xbieha tieghu u jgieghed lil
kull bniedem f’kuntest storiku partikulari — jigifieri il-bniedem ged jghix
fiz-zmien (minn meta jitwieled ’1 quddiem) u fl-ispazju (fil-post jew
ambjent li fih jghix). Ghalhekk il-bniedem irid ikun xbieha u xhud ta’
Alla kemm fiz-zmien (matul hajtu kollha) u kemm fl-ispazju (ikun fejn
ikun). In-nisrani jimmatura aktar ma jaghraf, ihobb u jqim il-prezenza
ta’ Alla f’dawk ta’ madwaru u l-holgien kollu.

Ghalhekk in-nisrani ma jistax jghix fl-imghoddi — marbut u mxekkel
minn tradizzjonijiet u stili ta’ hajja li ma jhalluhx jimmatura fir-relazzjoni
tieghu mal-Hallieq u mal-holgien tieghu. Centrali f’dan l-argument
hi l-importanza ta’ l-edukazzjoni u l-formazzjoni. Hu permezz ta’ I-
edukazzjoni shiha i n-nisrani jikseb 1-gherf, 1-abbiltajiet, I-attitudnijiet u
l-valuri mehtiega ghall-formazzjoni tieghu nnifsu. Dawn jghinu sabiex,
quddiem xi kwistjoni ambjentali, in-nisrani jifhem x’gieghed jigri, ikun
kritiku dwar u jevalwa s-sitwazzjoni, u jiehu decizjonijiet li jirrespettaw
il-gid komuni — u mhux l-interess tieghu biss.

Kien ghalhekk li I-Kummissjoni Ambjent, ghal darb’ohra impenjat ruhha
li thejji din l-opinjoni fuq tliet rizorsi ambjentali ewlenin tal-gzejjer
Maltin. Din l-opinjoni toffri riflessjoni dwar l-art u l-uzu taghha, dwar
il-bijodiversita, u dwar l-ilma tax-xorb. II-Kummissjoni thoss li ghandha
ssemma’ lehinha dwar dawn il-kwistjonijiet ghaliex matul dawn 1-ahhar
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snin, minhabba l-isfruttar bla razan ta’ dawn ir-rizorsi, diga’ tlifna wisq
minnhom ... u minflok nibzghu ghal dak li baqghalna ged inkomplu
nisfruttawhom bhallikieku mhumiex ser jispiccaw qatt. Ahna aktar
minn konxji li hemm rizorsi ambjentali ohra li jixirgilhom l-attenzjoni
taghna, izda dawn ser ikunu kkunsidrati f’dokumenti ohra ppjanati ghall-
gejjieni.

2. In-nisrani u r-responsabbilta ambjentali

Meta Alla halaq id-dinja ghogbu jsawwarha b’mod li I-hafna komponenti
tal-holqgien jiddependu minn xulxin u jinfluwenzaw lil xulxin. Maghguna
fin-natura hemm mezzi li bihom jinzamm bilan¢ bejn dawn l-elementi
kollha (ez. l-arja, 1-ilma, il-hamrija, il-pjanti u l-annimali) halli 1-hajja fuq
din il-pjaneta tkompli tizviluppa. Fir-rakkont tal-Genesi, Alla 1-Hallieq
jafda din l-armonija f’idejn il-bniedem li, ghax mahluq fuq xbieha Tieghu,
jista’ jkompli (bid-dehen 1i tah Alla u f"ghaqda intima mieghu) l-izvilupp
tal-Holgien (ara Gen 2:15).

Imma l-bniedem ingarr mill-gibdiet u r-rebgha ghall-gid tal-holgien u
s-suppervja u wasal biex mar kontra dak 1i tghidlu r-raguni'. Bid-dnub
il-bniedem ghazel i jaghmel herba u jisfrutta 1-holgien minflok li jahdem
f’armonija m’Alla biex igedded wicé l-art (Salm 104:30). Permezz tad-
dnub, il-bniedem wasal biex jassar lilu nnifsu, lil hutu u I-holgien kollu.
Imma Alla tant habb lid-dinja li ma hallihiex tingered u baghat lil Ibnu
1-Wahdieni biex jifdiha (Gw 3:16) u jerga’ jistabilixxi dik I-armonija
fil-holgien 1i kien fassal fil-bidu (Rum 8:18-23).

In-nisrani huwa msejjah sabiex jiehu bis-serjeta l-impenn li tah Alla
— dak ta’ amministratur tal-holgien — halli d-dinja terga’ ssir dar xierga
ghal ulied Alla: dar fejn il-bniedem jghix f’armonija mal-hlejjaq; dar 1i
fiha hemm rizorsi ghal kulhadd; dar li fiha hadd ma jbati I-guh u I-faqar;
dar li fiha ssaltan il-gustizzja u I-paci. L-ghazla ta’ hajja mibnija fuq il-
principji ta’ 1-izvilupp sostenibbli hi att tangibbli u — fil-kuntest tad-dinja
tal-lum — kuragguz ta’ mhabba li n-nisrani jaghzel 1i jaghmel lejn Alla,
lejn hutu u lejn il-holgien.
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Kif stqarrejna diversi drabi f’dokumenti bhal dan, ghall-Kummissjoni
l-izvilupp sostenibbli:

“.o. hu zvilupp li jissodisfa il-bzonnijiet tal-lum minghajr
ma jikkomprometti [-possibilta li [-generazzjonijiet futuri
jissodisfaw il-bzonnijiet taghhom.”!

Bi zvilupp nifhmu bidla ghall-ahjar §i tissarraf fi stabbilta akbar ghall-
komunita tal-hajja ta’ din il-pjaneta fragli taghna. Dan iwassal ghal
zieda fil-gid komuni li jkun jista’ jitgawda minn kulhadd — mhux biss
mill-bniedem imma minn kull komponent tan-nisga tal-hajja. Jekk xi
bidla ma tissarrafx f’dawn il-kwalitajiet, allura mhix zvilupp. Ghalhekk
I-Kummissjoni temmen li ma jistax ikun hemm zvilupp tassew jekk dan
ma jkunx sostenibbli.

DBvilupp sostenibbli hu zvilupp li jsib bilan¢ bejn u jissodisfa 1-bzonnijiet
ekonomiéi, soc¢jali u ambjentali tal-pajjiz. Kull argument li jipprova
jindirizza bzonn partikolari u jitraskura I-ohrajn hu argument fjakk
u perikoluz. Ghalhekk dagskemm ma jaghmilx sens li titkellem fuq
protezzjoni ambjentali akkost ta’ kollox jew favur zvilupp li ma jgibx
mieghu l-ebda piz soc¢jali; dagshekk iehor huma fjakki u perikoluzi
argumenti favur zvilupp ekonomiku li ma jirrispettax il-bzonnijiet socjali
u ambjentali tal-pajjiz. Sabiex pajjizna jkun sostenibbli jehtieg bidla fl-
istil ta’ hajja li nghixu: fil-mod kif nahsbu, fil-mod kif nikkunsmaw ir-
rizorsi, fil-mod kif nippjanaw il-gejjieni taghna ... kif ukoll fid-drawwiet
u l-uzanzi taghna.

Argumenti favur zvilupp bla limiti huma spiss il-frott ta’ mentalita
li ma tirrealizzax 1i minhabba li ged nghixu f’nisga kkumplikata ta’
interazzjonijiet, kull azzjoni taghna ghandha I-limiti taghha u ma tistax
issir f’isolament mill-impatt li thalli fuq aspetti ohra tal-hajja. Fuq skala
globali, hija din il-mentalita li wasslet ghal hafna mit-tharbit — u f*xi nhawi
wkoll sahansitra I-qerda — fis-sistemi naturali tal-pjaneta taghna 1i qed
jissarfu f’tibdil tal-klima, qerda bl-addoé¢ tal-bijodiversita, konsum bla

! Katekizmu tal-Knisja Kattolika, L-Ewwel Parti, It-Tieni Sezzjoni: L-Istqarrija tal-Fidi
Nisranija, 1, 1, 6, 4, 377
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ta’ gustizzja socjali u zbilan¢ fit-tqassim tal-gid. F’kull kas issib ezempji
kif ir-reghba u l-egoizmu ta’ xi whud (kemm fuq livell individwali u
kemm dak kollettiv) tefa’ 1il haddiehor fil-mizerja. Filwaqt li jkun hemm
min ged igawdi minn dan l-izbilan¢ ikun hemm haddiehor 1i ged ibati.
M’hemmx ghalfejn nghidu 1i dan imur kontra 1-ordni tal-holgien u allura
kontra r-rieda t’ Alla I-Hallieq u Missier ta” kulhadd ... u ghalhekk I-ebda
nisrani ma jista’ jibqa’ indifferenti ghal dan kollu®.

Il-Katekizmu tal-Knisja Kattolika hu ¢ar dwar dan:

“Is-seba’ kmandament jitlob li tkun rispettata s-shuhiija jew [-integrita tal-
holgien. L-annimali, il-pjanti, u I-hlejjaq bla hajja gew naturalment destinati
minn Alla ghall-gid tal-brnedmin kollha ta’ l-imghoddi, ta’ issa u tal-gejjieni
(ara Gen 1,28-31). L-uzu tar-rizorsi minerali, vegetali u annimali ta’
l-univers ma ghandux jinfired minn dak i titlob il-morali. 1l-hakma i I-
Hallieq ta lill-bnedmin fuq il-hlejjaq bla hajja u fuq il-klejjaq hajja kollha
m’hijiex hakma assoluta; ghandha tigi rregolata minn kemm niehdu hisieb
il-kwalita tal-hajja tal-proxxmu taghna, ukoll dawk li ghad iridu jigu fid-
dinja; titlob rispett religjuz ghall-integrita tal-holgien kollu.”

Hafna aktar minn qatt qabel, il-Knisja trid tkun sinjal ¢ar u kuragguz
ghaz-zminijiet tal-lum fejn I-iskala ta’ valuri thawdet u hafna qed ifasslu
twemminhom fuq dak li jhossu huma minflok fuq il-principji evangelici.
Bl-interess sinc¢ier li ghandha fl-izvilupp tal-bniedem shih — ghax fih
tara xbieha tal-Hallieq — il-Knisja tinsab fl-ahjar pozizzjoni sabiex issib
I-bilan¢ bejn it-tliet dimensjonijiet ta’ 1-izvilupp sostenibbli: l-ambjent,
is-socjeta u l-ekonomija. I1-Knisja hi msejha tkun id-dawl tad-dinja (Mt
5:14) u jehtigilha tkun aktar ghaqglija minn ulied id-dlam (Lq 16:8) halli
ma tinqabadx hi wkoll fix-xbieki fini tal-hazen. Fuq livell globali il-Knisja
Kattolika ged tkun sinjal veru ghal zminijietna fdan il-qasam®.

2 World Commission on Environment and Development (1987). Our Common Future.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, p.43

3 John Paul II (1990) Peace with God the Creator, Peace with all of Creation. Message
of his Holiness for the celebration of the World Day of Peace. 1 January 1990.

4 Katekizmu tal-Knisja Kattolika, It-Tielet Parti, It-Tieni Sezzjoni: L-Ghaxar
Kmandamenti, 2, 7, 2, 2415.

513



BULLETTIN TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI

Madanakollu, 1-Kummissjoni Ambjent thoss li dan mhux dejjem jista’
jinghad ghall-membri kollha tal-Knisja lokali. Filwaqt li fuq livell
uffic¢jali 1-Knisja diga ghamlet passi fid-direzzjoni t-tajba, xorta wahda
ghad fadal xi whud f’kull livell tal-Knisja li ghalihom r-responsabbilta
ambjentali geghdha l-isfel hafna fl-iskala tal-valuri taghhom. Infatti r-
riflessjonijiet f’din l-opinjoni ged naghmluhom sabiex iservu, l-ewwel
u qabel kollox, ta’ riflessjoni awtokritika ta’ l-imgieba ta’ xi membri
tal-Knisja f’Malta.

3. L-art

Il-fatt 1i Alla halaq id-dinja sabiex igawdi minnha kulhadd ma tnehhix
id-dritt ghall-proprjeta privata; madankollu tpoggi fuq is-sidien ta’ dan
il-gid ir-responsabbilta 1i jagsmu mill-gid li Alla pprovdielhom ma’ min
m’ghandux?. Kien ghalhekk li fil-Ligi ta’ Mosg kien hemm provvedimenti
sabiex meta l-ghonja jitbierku bil-gid jiftakru fil-fogra, fil-morda u fil-
barranin.

“Il-brniedem huwa u jaghmel uzu mill-gid ta’ l-art ma ghandux
iqis li I-gid li ghandu huwa tieghu biss, imma huwa wkoll ta’
kulhadd fis-sens li jista’ jgawdi minnu mhux hu biss imma
ohrajn ukoll.”®

L-art 1i Alla pprovdilna mhix rizorsa ambjentali rinnovabbli ghalhekk
meta bicéa art naturali tintuza ghal xi skop partikolari, difficli jirnexxilek
iggibha lura ghall-istat originali taghha. Din hi r-raguni ghaliex jinqalghu
kwistjonijiet kbar kull meta xi bic¢a mill-ftit art naturali u mhux zviluppata
li ghad fadlilna f’dawn il-gZejjer tkun indikata ghal xi zvilupp.

Qabel 1-1988 it-telf ta’ l-art ghall-izvilupp kien wiehed sostanzjali u
bla kontroll. Dan kien minhabba diversi ragunijiet, fosthom l-izvilupp
mghaggel fl-ekonomija tal-pajjiz 1i gholla l-aspettattivi tac-cittadini li

5 Grech, K. (2006) Is-sehem tal-Knisja f’fora internazjonali dwar l-ambjent. F> Pace, P.
(ed) L-Ambjent: Dar walida ... ta’ Familja wakhda... ta’ Missier wiehied. Kummissjoni
Ambjent, Arcidjocesi ta’ Malta - Malta.

6 Katekizmu tal-Knisja Kattolika, It-Tielet Parti, It-Tieni Sezzjoni: L-Ghaxar
Kmandamenti, 2, 7, 1, 2402-2403.
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ssarfu fil-bini ta’ residenzi privati spiss ta’ daqs esagerat. Izda t-telf ta’
I-art kien gieghed isehh ukoll minhabba zvilupp bla kontroll fil-qasam
turistiku u dak industrijali. Kien jidher ¢ar li dan it-telf ta’ art ma kienx
wiehed sostenibbli u 1i kieku konna ser nibqghu sejrin b’din ir-rata I-
gzejjer taghna kienu ser jispiccaw belt wahda ta’ binjiet fuq xulxin min
tarf sa tarf.

F’attentat sabiex titwaqqaf ir-rankatura ta’ dan l-izvilupp mhux
sostenibbli, fl-1988 inholqot it-Temporary Provisions Scheme (TPS)
sabiex ikunu identifikati zoni fejn stajna nizviluppaw u zoni (Outside
Development Zones, ODZ) fejn ma stajniex. Bla dubju ta’ xejn, din I-
inizjattiva rmexxielha tnaqqas ir-rata tat-telf ta’ I-art naturali meta tqis
dak 1i kien sar gabel 1-1988. Izda, wiehed jistagsi: dawn il-mizuri kienu
bizzejjed biex jizguraw l-uzu sostenibbli ta’ 1-art?

Skond il-MEPA’, l-art mibnija fit-TPS zdiedet min 15.4% ta’ l-art
kollha ta’ dawn il-gzejjer fI-1988, ghal 16.9% f1-2004 (dawn il-figuri ma
jinkludux zviluppi li sehhew fl-ODZs). Certament li hemm diversi fatturi
socjo-ekonomici li qed iwasslu ghal din is-sitwazzjoni kif indikati mill-
istess MEPA: densita gholja ta’ popolazzjoni, uzu mhux ghagqli ta’ binjiet,
postijiet diga ezistenti li mhux uzati, il-valur gholi ta’ investiment fil-bini,
u certi zviluppi fit-trasport u l-mobilita tan-nies. Sadanittant il-pajsagg
Malti ged ikompli jitgharraq b’dan l-izvilupp ta’ l-art. Skond il-MEPAS3,
hemm indikazzjonijiet li certi zviluppi li thallew isehhu f’inhawi rurali
ma kienux skond il-policies.

L-estensjonijiet taz-zoni ghall-izvilupp li kienu approvati mill-parlament
is-sena l-ohra, kienu mahsubin sabiex jirregolarizzaw anomaliji 1i nholqu
bl-introduzzjoni tat-TPS fl-1988. Filwaqt li 1-Kummissjoni Ambjent
fehmet il-bzonn li jkunu indirizzati l-anomaliji li kien hemm, hasset li
fl-ahhar mill-ahhar ir-rizultat tat-tibdil propost kien ser jissarraf f’aktar
tnaqqir tar-rizorsi ambjentali u naturali ta’ pajjizna. Kien ghalhekk li
1-Kummissjoni ma qablitx mal-linji generali tal-proposta®. Dakinhar, il-

7 Konéilju Vatikan 1. Gaudium et Spes, 69.
8 MEPA.. (2005) State of the Environment Report 2005.
9 MEPA (2005). State of the Environment Report 2005. Sub-report 4: Land.
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Kummissjoni argumentat 1i l-uzu sostenibbli ta’ I-art jitlob li 1-ewwel isir
uzu ahjar mill-hafna bini vakant 1i hemm fiz-Zoni ta’ l-izvilupp prezenti
qabel ma nduru ghal art gdida. Kulhadd jiftakar fil-kontroversja tahraq li
kienet gajmet din il-kwistjoni ghax hafna fehmu li ma nistghux inkomplu
nitilfu art ghall-izvilupp — ghall-ebda raguni, anke jekk tkun l-istess ligi
li tippermettilek taghmel dan.

Il-ligijiet tal-pajjiz huma mahsuba sabiex jipprotegu I-gid komuni ... izda
l-esperjenza uriet li minhabba diversi ragunijiet dan mhux dejjem isehh.
II-ligijiet huma rizultat ta’ process li matulu I-awtoritajiet jinterpretaw ix-
xewqat u I-bzonnijiet tal-poplu u b’hekk jinholqu normi sabiex is-socjeta
tiffunzjona ahjar. Nifthmu wkoll illi I-ligijiet iridu jkunu gusti u mnebbhin
mill-gid komuni. Dan huwa xieraq u gust ghax b’hekk nizguraw 1i jkollna
soc¢jeta 1i fiha hemm rispett lejn id-drittijiet tac-¢ittadini.

Izda, spe¢jalment ghalina l-insara, hajjietna huma regolati mhux biss mil-
ligijiet imma wkoll minn kuxjenza ffurmata u responsabblita personali li
jwassluna sabiex immorru pass aktar ’1 quddiem mil-ligi. Ghalina l-insara
dan il-pass gej mill-imhabba nisranija lejn il-proxxmu. Meta timxi skond
il-ligi ged taghmel dak 1i hu mistenni minnek bhala cittadin, meta lest
li ticcahhad minn drittijietek biex thobb lill-proxxmu tieghek ged tghix
I-Evangelu: “U jekk xi hadd igghalek timxi mil wiehed, mur mieghu
tnejn.” (Mt 5:41).

Fuq l-iskala tal-valuri l-osservanza tal-ligi hi biss l-ewwel pass. Imma
li tkun lest li tinsa drittijietek ghall-gid komuni — dak hu pass erojku
simili ghal dak li ghamel Gesii li “... ghad li kellu n-natura ta’ Alla ma
qgaghadx ifittex tieghu li hu dags Alla” (Fil 2:6). Din hi 1-perfezzjoni -
osservanza tal-ligi 1i Gesu talab mid-dixxipli tieghu (Mt 5:17). Dan hu
princ¢ipju baziku fit-taghlim tal-Knisja ... imma sfortunatament xi uhud fi
hdanha mhux dejjem kienu lesti li japplikaw l-istess principji fejn jidhlu
kwistjonijiet ambjentali. Kien ghalhekk li 1-Kummissjoni appellat lil
dawk kollha li setghu kienu nvoluti fit-tkabbir tal-konfini sabiex ipoggu
l-gid komuni u l-kwalita tal-hajja f’pajjizna bhala l-ewwel prijorita. Il-
Kummissjoni kienet temmet l-istqarrija taghha hekk:
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“Min jaf kieku s-sidien ta’ I-art jaghzlu li ma jaghtux il arthom
ghall-bini b’gest ta’ responsabbiltd u impenn ambjentali lejn
pajjizhom? Dan jista’ jkun il-bidu ta’ skema nazzjonali (bhalma
Jsir f¢erti pajjizi) li fiha l-individwi jew organizzazzjonijiet jew
kunsilli lokali jew il-gvern jew anke Zviluppaturi jixtru jew joffru
art li tithalla bla mittiefsa ghall-generazzjonijiet futuri.

IlI-Kummissjoni qged taghmel dan l-appell b’impenn u
b’responsabbilta kbira ... aktar u aktar meta hi konxja li t-
tibdiliet fil-konfini jinvolvu lil xi organizzazzjonijiet u entitatjiet
Jfi hdan il-Knisja. IlI-Kummissjoni tappella lil dawn sabiex ikunu
minn ta’ quddiem biex jaghtu xhieda tal-valuri evangelici fil-
prattika. Dan ikun l-agwa xhieda u l-aktar hidma pastorali
effettiva li nistghu nwettqu ... u l-impatt idum hafna aktar minn
kull struttura tal-gebel li nistghu intellghu.”1°

Sfortunatament dan l-appell ma halliex l-effett mistenni. Jidher ¢ar li ghad
fadlilna hafna sabiex kemm bhala ¢ittadini, u aktar bhala nsara, nibdew
niskopru kemm verament tezisti rabta bejn il-fidi taghna u r-responsabblita
ambjentali taghna. L-gharfien ta’ din ir-realta jehtieg i tilhaq lill-poplu
imma aktar u aktar lill-membri tal-Knisja: partikularjament qassisin u
religjuzi 1i (kif intwera bi¢-Car mill-ittri 1i dehru fl-istampa dan l-ahhar)
permezz ta’ l-ezempju taghhom fil-mod kif juzaw dawn ir-rizorsi jistghu
jaghmlu hafna gid jew hafna deni.

Ezempju dwar kif l-uzu mhux sostenibbli ta’ l-art qed ikollu impatt
negattiv fuq in-nisga socjali ta’ pajjizna hareg bic-car fl-istqarrija li
ghamlet il-Kummissjoni Djo¢esana Gustizzja u Pa¢i dwar “Djar u
hwejjeg ohra li ghandhom x’jaqsmu”!!. L-istqarrija tikkwota statistika li
turi 1i minn Jannar 2004 °l hawn il-prezzijiet tax-xiri ta’ appartamenti u

10 Kummissjoni Ambjent (2006). Stgarrija dwar it-tibdil fil-konfini ta’ I-izvilupp. http://
www.maltachurch.org.mt/Press/2006/AMBJENT-KONFINI_062 .pdf
1 Ibid.
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maisonettes zdied b’56.5% u 48.6% rispettivament. L-istqarrija tkompli
turi kif dawn il-prezzijiet esagerati qed jissarfu f’pizijiet finanzjarji kbar
ghall-koppji zghazagh. Il-Kummissjoni Ambjent thoss li 1-gherq ta’ din
iz-zieda eccessiva hi r-reghba ta’ dawk li ged jinnegozjaw l-art — li jfittxu
li jaghmlu profitt esagerat akkost ta’ kollox. Kemm ser indumu biex
nindunaw li dan kollu ser jirnexxielu jdghajjef lis-socjeta Maltija ghax ged
isewwes is-sisien taghha — il-familji? Ladarba donnu din l-industrija mhix
kapaci tirregola lilha nnifisha allura ma nistghux inhallu ir-regoli tas-suq
jiddeterminaw kollox u l-komunita politika ghandha d-dmir li twiezen
lill-familja billi, fost affarijiet ohra, tizguralha d-dritt ghad-dar!?.

Hawnhekk, il-Kummissjoni Ambjent tixtieq tiehu din l-opportunita
sabiex tifrah lill-awtoritajiet li dan l-ahhar iddecidew li jtellghu ghall-
approvazzjoni tal-parlament proposti ghall-mezzi godda sabiex jitrazzan
l-izvilupp illegali ta’ l-art. Fl-istess waqt, il-Kummissjoni tappella lil
kulhadd,izda b’mod specjali lill-membri tal-Knisja stess, sabiex jaddottaw
principji sostenibbli meta jaslu biex jiddeciedu fuq xi progett li jinvolvi
l-uzu ta’ l-art ... kemm meta jbieghu 1-art kif ukoll meta jigu biex jaghmlu
uzu minnha.

fejn ser nibni postijiet ghal skopijiet pastorali, socjali, kulturali u edukattivi
u kif ser ingib il-flus halli niffinanzja dawn il-progetti. Li tkun sostenibbli
fl-agir tieghek mhix haga awtomatika imma titlob ghazliet difficli u modi
differenti kif tiehu d-decéizjonijiet. Kultant id-diffikulta tigi minn kemm
tkun gawwija l-pressjoni biex tagixxi bhas-soltu. Jekk trid tkun sostenibbli
fl-ghazliet tieghek trid taghmel kull sforz sabiex issib siti alternattivi fejn
tindirizza I-bzonnijiet li ghandek bl-uzii ta’ binjiet li diga jezistu u f’art diga
zviluppata. Minbarra dan, il-Kummissjoni tixtieq tappella lil min ibiegh
xi art biex jiffinanzja progetti simili sabiex jaghmel dan b’responsabbilta
u jevita li l-art 1i jkun biegh tispicca f’idejn l-ispekulaturi li jkomplu bl-
isfruttar ta’ l-art ghad-detriment ambjentali u socjali ta’ pajjizna.

12 Rummissjoni Djoéesana Gustizzja u Paci (2007) Djar u Hwejjeg ohira li ghandhom
x’jagsmu - Dokument b’riflessjonijiet dwar gustizzja soéjali. http://www maltachurch.
org.mt/Press/2007/2007-003_dokument.pdf
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4. II-Bijodiversita: ir-rikkezza tal-hlejjaq

Skond it-taghlim tal-Knisja 1-bniedem, li hu mahluq fug xbieha ta’
Alla, hu l-qofol tal-Pjan ta’ Alla. Alla zejjen lill-bniedem bid-dehen li
jippermettilu jissicheb mal-Hallieq fit-tigdid tal-holgien. Ghall-Knisja dan
ipoggi lill-bniedem °1 fuq mill-bqija tal-hlejjaq l-ohra — ghalhekk Alla
ghamlu sid, jew ahjar amministratur, tal-holqgien. Izda fl-istess wagqt hija
din l-istess differenza li tghabbi lill-bniedem b’piz li 1-ebda hlejqa ohra
ma ggorr — il-piz tar-responsabbiltd ghall-agir tieghu.

Madanakollu din il-pozizzjoni ewlenija tal-bniedem fil-holgien spiss kienet
interpretata hazin u wasslet lil xi uhud sabiex jghollu lill-bniedem °1 fuq
min-natura — f’post 1i mhux tieghu. Hawn min jemmen i, minhabba li hu sid
il-holgien, I-bniedem jista’ juza lin-natura kif jidhirlu hu u 1i I-holgien jezisti
biss sabiex jaqdi l-bzonnijiet tieghu. Din il-mentalita wasslet sabiex fuq medda
ta’ snin (imma l-aktar f’dawn l-ahhar mitejn sena), bl-iskuza ta’ l-izvilupp,
il-bniedem gered numru kbir ta’ hlejjaq, hakem u ppersegwita diversi popli,
irrovina hafna ambjenti u nigges l-arja, l-art, I-ilma u I-bahar. Il-bniedem gab
ruhu bhala amministratur hazin 1i berbaq u hassar il-wirt 1i Alla fdalu f’idejh.
Id-dnub hu li dan l-isfregju ghadu ghaddej sal-gurnata tal-lum.

Minbarra dan, xi uhud ma jirrealizzawx 1i d-diversi speci ta’ pjanti u
annimali 1i halaq Alla — jigifieri I-bijodiversita — huma rizors ambjentali
importanti li spiss nehduh ‘for granted’. Fil-verita’ din id-diversita’ kollha
ta’ hlejjaq, ta’ karatteristici genetici, u ta’ ekosistemi, tista’ titnagqar u
tonqos, spiss b’dannu ghall-istabilita’ tan-nisga tal-hajja. Dawn il-hlejjaq
mhux biss jistghu jkunu essenzjali ghall-ikel jew ghar-rikrejazzjoni
taghna, izda wkoll huma essenzjali sabiex in-nisga tal-holgien (I-
ekosistema) tiffunzjona sew. Tajjeb li naghtu harsa hafifa dwar il-qaghda
tal-bijodiversita fil-gzejjer taghna.

Minhabba l-pozizzjoni geografika taghhom, il-gzejjer Maltin kienu (u
sa certu punt ghadhom) moghnija b’bijodiversita rikka. Per ezempju,
filwaqt li f’pajjizna nsibu madwar 900 speci ta’ pjanta tal-fjuri jikbru
b’mod naturali'3, fir-Renju Unit kollu (art 1i hi madwar 800 darba akbar

13 Katekizmu tal-Knisja Kattolika, It-Tielet Parti, It-Tieni Sezzjoni: L-Ghaxar
Kmandamenti, 3, 4, 2, 2212.

519



R

BULLETTIN TA’ L-ARCIDJOCESI

minn Malta) insibu madwar 2,000 speci ta’ fjuri biss. Il-bijodiversita hi
wirt nazzjonali mportanti — daqs wirt kulturali u so¢jali iehor li ghandna
{"pajjizna — li tehtieg il-protezzjoni, specjalment l-ispec¢i endemici taghna
li huma uniéi fid-dinja.

Imma milli jidher il-poplu Malti ghadu ma fehemx u mhux ged japprezza
I-importanza tal-bijodiversita bizzejjed. Kif wiehed jista’ jistenna,
minhabba I-uzu bl-addoc¢¢ ta’ art ghall-bini u ghal skopijiet ohra (ez. toroq
u rikrejazzjoni), ¢erti abitati naturali (jew ahjar, ¢erti bijotipi) ta’ pajjizna,
spe¢jalment dawk 1i nsibu fuq ix-xtut taghna huma kollha mhedda bis-
shih. Fost dawn insibu l-isteppa, iz-zriezaq tat-tafal, il-bwar u ghadajjar
ta’ ilma salmastru u l-gharam tar-ramel. Nistghu nghidu li dawn l-istess
abitati u ohrajn bhax-xaghri, il-makkja, il-widien, is-sisien u I-irdumijiet
huma I-ahhar refugju tal-bijodiversita tal-gzejjer taghna.

Sabiex nipprotegu l-bijodiversita taghna jehtieg gabel xejn nipprotegu
l-abitati 1i fihom jghixu l-annimali u I-pjanti taghna. F’dan ir-rigward
jidher li " Malta ghamilna pass fid-direzzjoni t-tajba biz-zieda ta’ disgha
u tletin post fuq l-art u tlieta fil-bahar i kienu ddikjarati bhala postijiet
specjali ghall-konservazzjoni. Minbarra dawn jezistu wkoll inhawi ohra li
huma protetti b’xi mod. Din ix-xejra ghal zieda f’dawn l-inhawi protetti
ghandha tkun inkoraggita u apprezzata aktar mill-pubbliku li ghandu
jara f’dawn l-inizjattivi attentati sabiex nipprotegu l-wirt naturali taghna
- ghalina u ghall-generazzjonijiet futuri.

Fl-istess wagqt, il-Kummissjoni Ambjent tixtieq theggeg lill-awtoritajiet
sabiex jizguraw li dawn il-postijiet specjali ghall-konservazzjoni, ikunu
mmanigjati kif suppost. Dan jehtieg rizorsi li mhux dejjem ikunu
disponibbli. Jenhtieg li I-protezzjoni u I-konservazzjoni ta’ dawn l-inhawi
jkunu implimentati kif imiss u kif inhu xieraq.

Sfortunatament, hafna mill-problemi li jwasslu ghal telf ta’ bijodiversita
gejjin min-nuqqas kbir ta’ rispett lejn il-hlejjaq ta’ madwarna li hafna
drabi nqisuhom li geghdin hemm biex jissodisfaw il-pjaciri kollha taghna.
Allura jekk hlejga ghandha valur ekonomiku spiss tispicca ppersegwitata
bl-addoé¢ — minghajr ma naghtu kas jekk hix adulta jew jekk hix
geghidha fl-istagun 1i tirriprodu¢i jew jekk ghadhiex ferh — b’mod ki
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n-numri taghha dejjem jongsu sakemm tingered ghal kollox. Jekk il-
hlejga m’ghandhiex importanza diretta jew uzu specifiku ghalina allura
ninjorawha kompletament u ma nhabblux rasna jekk I-agir taghna jkollu
impatt negattiv fugha.

Mentalita bhal din tmur kontra r-responsabbilta ambjentali 1i 1-bniedem
inghata minn Alla. Dan hu r-ragunar supperv u egoist li sewa 1-Genna
ta’ I-Art lill-bniedem u jekk inharsu madwarna dan l-atteggament (fuq
livelli differenti) qed jeqred l-ambjent tal-gZejjer taghna ... li facilment
jistghu jkunu genna ta’ l-art. Din il-mentalita diga swietilna hafna. Matul
dawn l-ahhar snin tlifna darba ghal dejjem madwar 110 speci mill-gzejjer
taghna u diversi speci partikulari, bhal certi gremxul, friefet il-lejl u
mammiferi ohra, huma mheddal®.

F’Malta, ghandna diversi hlejjaq 1i huma tant mhedda u tant importanti
li huma protetti bil-ligi. Fost dawn insibu: il-fkieren tal-bahar, is-saghtar,
certi tipi ta’ bebbux bhall-bronja, iz-ziemel il-bahar, iz-zring, id-dniefel
u I-baleni i jzuru lil Malta. Annimali protetti bhall-qanfud, u zwiemel
il-bahar ma jistghux jinzammu id-dar. Huwa importanti 1i I-poplu jkun
konxju ta’ dawn Il-ispe¢i u tal-bzonn li jkunu mharsa kif inhu xieraq.
Hawnhekk tajjeb 1i nsemmu ezempju wiehed spiss marbut mal-Milied.
Is-Saghtar hija pjanta Ii tfewwah hafna. Bejn ix-xhur ta’ Mejju u Awissu,
din il-pjanta twarrad bi fjur zZghir ta’ lewn vjola li jigbed lejh in-nahal.
Infatti din il-fjura tghin mhux ftit ghal-produzzjoni ta’ 1-ghasel f"Malta.
Avolja hija protetta, spiss insibu nies 1i jigbru din il-pjanta biex izejnu
I-presepju biha. Dan huwa illegali. Sfortunatament din il-pjanta iddum
bosta snin sabiex tikber u biex tirkupra mill-hsara li tkun garbet.

Din il-qerda ta’ bijodiversitda hija wkoll mifruxa fl-ibhra taghna. Per
ezempju, il-merghat ta’ l-alka (Posidonia u speci ohra) huma wiehed
mill-aktar abitati ghonja fil-bijodiversita ta’ taht il-bahar. F’dan 1-abitat
jistkennu u jghixu numru kbir ta’ hlejjaq li xi uhud minnhom ghandom
importanza ekonomika. Fihom jghixu wkoll iz-zghar ta’ hafna spec¢i ta’
hut v annimali ohra. Minbarra dan, dawn il-merghat jaghtu l-ossignu

4 Axiak, V. et al, (eds.) (1998) State of the Environment Report 1 998/]Environment
Protection Department, Ministry for the Environment, Malta.
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lill-ilma bahar kif ukoll jistghu jillimitaw l-erozjoni jew telf tar-ramel
mix-xtut taghna. L-izvilupp mghaggel matul ix-xtut taghna kif ukoll
attivitajiet mid-dghajjes qed ikollhom impatt negattiv hafna fuq dawn
il-merghat ta’ l-alka.

Sajd b’mezzi illegali jew mhux skond ir-regolamenti gieghed izid f’din
il-gerda wkoll. Hemm indikazzjonijiet cari li matul dawn l-ahhar hamsin
sena l-popolazzjoni ta’ diversi speci ta’ hut fil-Mediterran (ez. it-tonn
tal-pinna kahla) nagsu minhabba s-sajd bl-addo¢c. F’Malta jidher ¢éar
li diversi speci ta’ hut (bhac¢-¢erna) naqgsu hafna u dan kollu tort tal-
fernezija li nagbdu kull haga 1i zzigg fl-ilma u b’hekk ma nhallux lin-
natura tirrigenera ruhha.

Periklu iehor li 1-bijodiversita f’dawn il-gzejjer qged tiffacéja gejja mill-
introduzzjoni ta’ speci hekk imsejha ‘aljeni’ jigifieri barranin u mhux tal-
post. Il-periklu ged jikber minhabba li l-importazzjoni ta’ speci ta’ pjanti
u annimali ezoti¢i llum saret moda. Minhabba li ma jkollhiex ghedewwa
naturali, speci aljena spiss titkattar bla kontroll u tinvadi postijiet godda
malajr filwagqt li tikkawza hsara sinifikanti fil-bijodiversita awtentika ta’
post partikulari. Ezempju ta’ dan hija 1-firxa mghaggla tal-haxixa tal-
bahar bl-isem ta’ Caulerpa racemosa li dahlet fil-Mediterran madwar
ghoxrin sena ilu u diga nfirxet kwazi ma’ kullimkien - anke f’postijiet
matul ix-xtut taghna. Din kienet irrekordjata fil-gzejjer taghna l-ewwel
darba f1-1997.

Ma nistghux nitkellmu fuq il-bijodiversita u nhallu barra 1-kacca u 1-insib
ta’ l-ghasafar. Din il-kwistjoni kkundizzjonat bil-kbir kull diskussjoni
pubblika dwar l-ambjent f’Malta matul dawn l-ahhar ghoxrin sena u
spiccajna bil-maggoranza tal-poplu magbud bejn zewg pozizzjonijiet
estremi. Filwagt 1i naha ssostni li l-kac¢a u l-insib huma delizzju 1
ghandu gheruq fondi fl-istorja u l-kultura ta’ pajjizna u ghalhekk huma
namra socjo-kulturali legittima; in-naha l-ohra ssostni li din in-namra
ghandha ghalfejn thamrilna wiccna bil-misthija ghax ged teqred tajr li
hu protett u ¢¢ahhad lic-Cittadini l-ohra 1i m’ghandhomx din in-namra
milli jgawdu I-kampanja u lil dan it-tajr. Certament 1i kulhadd ghandu
dritt ghall-opinjoni tieghu, izda jkun aktar ghagli li nharsu lejn dan il-
fenomenu minn perspettiva fit-tul, oggettiva u minghajr passjoni zejda.
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Jehtieg li kull naha tifhem li kwistjoni bhal din mhux ser tissolva bit-
tghajjir, theddid, glied u manuvri u negozjati minn taht; imma bir-raguni
li tana Alla biex inkunu nistghu namministraw il-holgien ahjar. Naghmlu
sew bhala nazzjon jekk naraw fejn irridu naslu fl-ahhar mill-ahhar f’din
il-kwistjoni, sabiex imbaghad nimxu lejn dik id-direzzjoni b’mod kawt,
sinCier u gust. Attitudnijiet fundamentalisti li~ bid-dieher kif ukoll bil-
mohbi — jaghmlu minn din il-kwistjoni xi gwerra qaddisa jaghmlu aktar
hsara milli gid ghall-kawza. Jekk xi naha jew ohra thoss li kienet sfurzata
tiehu pozizzjoni li hi ingusta allura s-soluzzjoni tkun aktar difficli. Min-
naha l-ohra rridu nizguraw li l-argumenti u l-aspettattivi taz-zewg nahat
tal-kwistjoni jkunu ragonevoli u jirrispettaw il-gid komuni.

Bhal kull namra ohra 1-kacca u l-insib huma delizzju li bniedem jiehu
gost iwettaq u li jgib mieghu certu sodisfazzjon personali. Kulhadd jifhem
il-bzonn u d-dritt li wiehed ikollu ¢-¢ans li jsib l-isfog tieghu f°xi forma
ta’ passatemp li jghinu jinsa’ xi ftit mit-tensjonijiet kollha li ggib maghha
l-hajja mghaggla tal-lum. Madanakollu dan id-dritt ta’ 1-individwu mhux
wiehed assolut imma jrid ikun f’sintonija mal-gid komuni tas-socjeta. Hu
ghalhekk li kull delizzju ghandu r-regoli li jikkontrollaw il-mod kif ikun
ezercitat ... sabiex filwaqt li jaghti pjacir lil min jipprattikah ma jcahhadx
lil haddiehor mil-libertajiet tieghu. Fi kliem iehor, fil-kuntest ta’ pajjiz
zghir bhal taghna, hemm min ihoss li malajr kemm jista’ jkun jehtieg
li, bhal kull attivita f’pajjizna li taghmel uzu mir-rizorsi naturali taghna,
il-ka¢ca u l-insib jizviluppaw f’delizzju sostenibbli. Izda fl-istess waqt,
hemm min jargumenta li 1-qtil ta’ hlejqa bhala delizzju qatt ma jista’ jkun
sostenibbli u ghalhekk ghandu jkun evitat. Ghalhekk tajjeb li nezaminaw
fid-dettall dan il-fenomu u naraw x’tista’ tkun is-soluzzjoni.

Hlief ghall-perjodu relattivament zghir fl-istorja taghna, il-kacca f’Malta
rari jew qatt ma kienet il-mezz ewlieni li bih konna nizguraw li jkollna
x'nieklu. Qabel u matul il-hakma tal-kavallieri f"Malta il-kacca kienet
meqjusa bhala l-passatemp tas-sinjuri. Fil-fatt il-Buskett kien mahsub
u ppjanat bhala post ghall-kac¢ca mill-kavallieri u zgur mhux sabiex
jissodisfa il-guh tal-fqar. Matul is-seklu ghoxrin dan il-passatemp kiber
fil-popolarita tieghu u n-numru ta’ kaccaturi licenzjati zdied minn ftit
inqas min 3,000 gabel it-tieni gwerra ghal kwazi 15,000 sas-sena 1987.
Skond l-ahhar taghrif in-numru ta’ kaccaturi u nassaba flimkien illum
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ilahhaq mas-16,000'. Dan ifisser li " madwar 80 sena in-numru ta’ nies
li ghandhom din in-namra zdied b’hames darbiet.

Hemm diversi fatturi u zviluppi socjali u ekonomici li sehhew matul
dawn l-ahhar snin li flimkien wasslu ghal din iz-zieda fil-popolarita ta’
din in-namra. Fosthom insibu, l-izvilupp ekonomiku u z-zieda fil-kwalita
tal-hajja li taw lok ghal aktar zmien liberu disponibbli. Izda minkejja li
dawn l-istess fatturi nsibuhom ukoll f’postijiet ohra fil-Mediterran, din
iz-zieda dagshekk qawwija fil-popolarita tal-kacéa u l-insib ma ssibhiex
fuq l-istess skala f’”dawn l-inhawi. Ghaliex? Din il-mistogsija tehtieg
twegiba li tkun frott studju antropologiku serju u hieles minn kull passjoni
u emozzjoni.

Meta wiehed iqis din iz-zieda sostanzjali fin-numru ta’ persuni li
ghandhom din in-namra kif ukoll l-izviluppi li saru kemm fil-metodi
addotati (ez. il-kacca minn fuq il-bahar) kif ukoll l-armi uzati certament
li dan id-delizzju m’ghadux l-istess bhal dak li kien isir dari. Allura
l-elementi folkloristi¢i u tradizzjonali ta’ din in-namra ¢edew posthom
ghall-zviluppi li sehhew f’dan il-passatemp. Ikun zball li wiehed jibga’
jsostni dan l-argument biex jiggustifika dan il-passatemp dags li kieku
ma nbidel xejn mill-imghoddi sal-lum. Fuq dan, id-dokument Gaudium
et Spes isostni li “... jehtieg li jsir sforz biex nevitaw li ngisu li certi
uzanzi ma jinbidlu qatt, jekk ma jibqghux joffru risposti ghall-bzonnijiet
godda ta’ zmienna.’'®

Indikazzjoni tan-nuqqas ta’ sostenibilta f’din in-namra hi n-numru dejjem
jongos ta’ tajr li jigi jzurna. Dan jixhduh Il-istess kaccaturi u nassaba
anzjani li jiftakru qtajja ta’ tajr bil-wisq aktar abbundanti minn dawk
li ged izuruna llum. Certament li I-ikbar impatt li hemm fuq in-numri
tat-tajr gej minhabba diversi attivitajiet tal-bniedem fosthom: it-tniggis,
il-gerda ta’ abitati naturali, iz-zieda fil-bini, il-bexx u t-tibdil fil-klima.
Madanakollu I-kacca u 1-insib mhux regolat zgur mhux ged jghin sabiex
dawk it-tajr li jkunu helsu minn dan is-saram kollu jirnexxielhom ibejtu
u b’hekk jizguraw numri aktar sostanzjali ta’ tajr.

15 MEPA (2006) State of the Environment Indicators 2006.
16 Rederazzjoni Kaccéaturi, Nassaba u Konservazzjonisti (FKNK) (2007). FKNK’s reply
to the Raine 2007 Illegal Hunting Report 1 (May 2007).
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Wiehed jista’ jibga’ jghaddas rasu fir-ramel u jkompli jsostni li din
in-namra ghandha tibqa’ bla mittiefsa sakemm jibqghu jigu t-tajr. Jew
inkella nistghu nogoghdu nargumentaw li 1-ghasafar kollha ‘mehudin’
huma tal-passa u allura m’hemm l-ebda effett negattiv u fit-tul fuq 1-
ambjent naturali lokali. Minbarra 1-fatt 1i, ukoll jekk huma ‘tal-passa’,
huma parti mill-holgien u mill-wirt ghallinqgas ta’ popli ohra, wirt li n-
nisrani u l-bniedem civili ghandu jirrispetta, nithmu illi rridu u ma rridux
in-numru kbir ta’ dilettanti ged ikollu impatt negattiv fuq I-ambjent u
allura fuq l-istess delizzju taghhom. Tajjeb li dawk l-assoc¢jazzjonijiet
li jippromwovu dan id-delizzju jirrealizzaw li l-kacca u l-insib ghal tajr
protett, il-qtil u 1-bejgh illegali ta’ karkassi ta’ tajr rari u n-nuqqas ta’
rispett lejn il-ligijiet li jirregolaw din in-namra qged jaghmlu hsara kbira
lill-istess namra ... kif ukoll jattiraw il-kundanna ta’ hafna mic-¢ittadini.
[I-Kummissjoni tappella lil dawn l-assoc¢jazzjonijiet sabiex b’mod ¢ar u
attiv jikkundannaw u jiehdu azzjoni sabiex dawn il-pratti¢i jitwaqqfu
darba ghal dejjem.

Sfortunatament, irridu nirrimarkaw li 1-Knisja f’Malta ftit li xejn tkellmet
fuq din il-kwistjoni jew ghenet sabiex dan il-passatemp ikun ikkontrollat.
Anzi kien hemm kazijiet (ghalkemm izolati) li fihom xi raprezentanti tal-
Knisja tkellmu w agixxew b’mod ftit li xejn ghaqli fuq din il-kwistjoni
b’mod li aktar komplew sahhnu l-irjus flok taw lok ghar-raguni. It-taghlim
tal-Knisja ma jghidx jekk il-kacca u l-insib humiex attivitajiet lecti jew
le; imma jhalli £’ idejn il-gudizzju ta’ I-individwu i, b’kuxjenza iffurmata
u f’rabta mal-Hallieq, jghix dan il-prinéipju:

“Kull hlejga ghandha t-tjieba u I-perfezzjoni proprja taghha:
Ghal kull xoghol tas-“sitt ijiem” inghad: ‘U ra Alla li kien
tajjeb’. ... ll-klejjaq kollha ta’ kull xorta li Alla riedhom skond
is-sura proprja taghhom, jirriflettu, kull wahda, skond il-
manjiera taghha, ragg ta’ I-gherfu t-tjiieba bla gjies ta’ Alla. Hu
ghalhekk li I-bniedem hu fid-dmir li jirrispetta t-tjieba proprja
ta’ kull haga mahluga, biex jevita li juza b’mod diZordinat il-
hlejjaq, haga li hi ta’ stmerrija ta’ Alla u g8ib konsegwenzi
mill-aghar ghall-bnedmin u ghall-ambjent taghhom.”!’

170p cit.
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Fl-opinjoni tal-Kummissjoni Ambjent dawn il-prin¢ipji imsemmija
hawn fuq joffru d-direzzjoni li fl-ahhar mill-ahhar ghandna nimmiraw
ghaliha. Ghalhekk il-Kummissjoni tappella sabiex I-imgieba kollha taghna
— inkluz il-kac¢ca u l-insib — tkun regolata minn dan ir-rispett lejn dak li
halaq Alla. II-Kummissjoni terga’ tipproponi, kif ghamlet fil-kuntest ta’
l-uzu ta’ l-art (ara sezzjoni 3). li anke f’din il-kwistjoni mmorru pass ’1
quddiem mill-ligi u nhaddmu r-responsabbilta li ghandna bhala ulied Alla.
Li naslu sabiex kulhadd jirrispetta 1-1igi li tirregola dan id-delizzju jkun
pass ghaqli fid-direzzjoni t-tajba. Imma dan xejn ma jzomm lid-dilettant
nisrani li, fil-kuntest tal-bZonnijiet ta’ pajjizna u 1-gid komuni, kif ukoll
b’rispett akbar lejn il-hajja, b’liberta ta’ kuxjenza jasal sabiex jillimita
d-delizzju tieghu jew sahansitra jaghzel li flok jagbad jew joqtol dawn
il-hlejjaq, jiskopri mezzi ohra sabiex igawdihom.

5. L-Tlma

Sfortunatament, bhala gzejjer ckejkna f’nofs il-Mediterran, fejn ix-xita
mhix normalment abbundanti, ir-rizorsi naturali ta’ I-ilma helu m’humiex
bizzejjed sabiex jissodisfaw il-bzonnijiet tal-poplu taghna u ta’ tant hlejjaq
ohra li jghixu maghna. Studju ricenti juri i meta tikkonsidra r-rizervi ta’
ilma helu, Malta hija I-ifqar pajjiz fl-Unjoni Ewropea u li 1-kwalita ta’
ammont sostanzjali mir-rizervi ta’ ilma mahzun gol-blat huwa mhedded
minn diversi abbuzi. Meta nikkonsidraw l-effett negattiv li t-tibdil fil-klima
jista’ jkollu fuq l-ammont ta’ xita li jkollna, u sakemm jibga’ ma jsir
xejn konkret sabiex dan ir-rizors jintuza ahjar, wisq probabbli li f’temp
ta’ 50 sena jirnexxielna nitilfu nofs ir-rizervi ta’ l-ilma helu 1i ghandna.
Hawn min jemmen li s-sitwazzjoni hija infatti aktar gravi minn hekk.
Dan ghaliex wisq probabbli meta tqis l-ammont ta’ ilma Ii jittieched min
dawn ir-rizorsi ta’ ilma mahzun taht il-blat kemm legalment u kemm dak
misruq, r-rata ta estrazzjoni hija forsi anke id-doppju ta’ dik 1i nistghu
nqisu bhala rata sostenibbli.

Mill-esperjenza ta’ dawn l-ahhar snin, jidher ¢ar li s-soluzzjoni ghal din
il-problema tan-nuqqgas ta’ ilma ma tistax tkun biss wahda teknologika.
Veru li nistghu nsaffu l-ilma helu mill-bahar ... izda dan ged naghmluh
bi spejjez finanzjarji u ambjentali enormi filwaqt 1i 1-hela, is-serq u 1-
abbuzi minn din ir-rizorsa ghadhom ghaddejjin. Per ezempju, hemm
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indikazzjonijiet li aktar min-nofs l-ammont ta’ ilma li jittiehed minn taht
il-blat (aquifers) qged jittieched b’mod illegali — u sahansitra hawn min
joffrilek servizz illegali biex itagqablek borehole personali! Minbarra
dan, hu fatt maghruf 1i hemm min imur pass oltri u minbarra 1i jhaffer
borehole illegali u jisraq l-ilma 1i hu proprjeta taghna lkoll, ikollu 1-wic¢
tost 1i jbeghlna minn dak l-istess ilma. Fl-istess hin il-kwalita ta’ 1-istess
ilma spiss tkun mhedda min-nuqqas ta’ hsieb ta’ xi uhud li jikkontaminaw
dan ir-rizors permezz ta’ l-uzu hazin ta’ fertilizzanti u pestic¢idi fir-raba
taghna. Kemm hija sostenibbli din is-sitwazzjoni?

Kull meta taghmel xita qawwija, kwantitajiet kbar ta’ ilma jiggerrew
mat-toroq taghna u jintilfu ghal dejjem fil-bahar. Li kieku dan 1-ilma tax-
xita jsib fejn jiskula gewwa gwiebi u finalment jinzel fl-aquifers, inkunu
gieghdin nghinu sabiex intaffu l-problema ta’ nuqqgas ta’ ilma.

Wasal iz-zmien li l-awtoritajiet ikollhom il-konvinzjoni u l-kuragg li
juzaw kull mezz necessarju sabiex jinqata’ il-hela, is-serq u l-abbuz ta’
din ir-rizorsa vitali. Nifhmu 1i l-awtoritajiet ghandhom il-mezzi kollha
sabiex jgharfu kif, permezz ta’ politika ¢ara dwar dan ir-rizors, kif ukoll
permezz ta’ interventi manigerjali differenti koordinati, jirnexxielhom
jindirizzaw il-problema ahjar (ez: l-uzu ahjar ta’ l-ilma li nipproducu
mit-tisfija tad-drenagg u I-hazna ta’ l-ilma tax-xita). Imma sabiex insibu
tarf tal-problema tan-nuqqas ta’ ilma rridu nindirizzawha b’soluzzjonijiet
differenti.

L-isfortuna hi 1i hafna nies ma jirrealizzawx id-dimensjoni tal-problema
sakemm jibqghu jsibu l-ilma fil-vit. Jehtieg li nqumu mill-holma li
hakmitna u nindunaw li wasal iz-zmien li nhallsu l-prezz gust ghall-ilma
li ged nikkunsmaw. Naturalment dan ghandu jsir filwaqt li nippretendu li
I-kwalita ta’ I-ilma tkun xierqa u 1i I-piz ekonomiku reali ta’ din ir-rizorsa
jingarr b’mod li jkun so¢jalment ekwu u gust. Izda sfortunatament inhossu
li din il-kwistjoni kienet politi¢izzata wkoll u ghalhekk hemm nuqqas ta’
vizjoni fit-tul u rieda politika sabiex nagbdu il-barri minn qrunu. Hemm
bzonn urgenti li I-poplu taghna jirrealizza l-urgenza tal-kwistjoni u 1-
htiega li jaghmel dak li hemm bzonn: jaqta’ il-hela, ihallas prezz gust u
ma jibgax jisraq l-ilma — la mill-mains u langas mill-boreholes.
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Ghal darb’ohra, dan ghandna naghmluh mhux sempliciment biex
nosservaw il-ligi imma ghax hekk tirrikjedi minna r-responsabbilta li
ghandna lejn il-gid komuni tal-proxxmu taghna u bhala rispett lejn l-istess
Hallieq 1i pprovdilna dan il-gid. Fl-istess waqt nistennew mill-mexxejja
taghna l-kuragg u I-vizjoni mehtiega sabiex tkun adottata strategija li
timmaniggja b’mod ghagqli I-uzu sostenibbli ta’ din ir-rizorsa ... qabel
ikun tard wisq.

Tant iehor nixtiequ li 1-Knisja, specjalment fuq il-livell ta’ parrocca,
titkellem b’mod car li s-serq ta’ I-ilma — isir kif isir u jsir minn min isir
— huwa dnub. Tant iehor huwa dnub li minhabba ndifferenza jew bi
traskuragni nikkontaminaw b’xi mod dan ir-rizors tant mehtieg ghall-
ghajxien taghna u ta’ uliedna. II-Kummissjoni thoss li 1-kappillani, 1-
dwar kif in-nisrani ghandu jgib ruhu quddiem din il-kwistjoni. B’dan
il-mod nizguraw 1i l-messagg evangeliku jibga’ idawwal il-hajja tan-
nisrani u jkun relevanti sabiex jghin lil min jemmen jaffronta l-isfidi
kontra I-valuri 1i jiltaga’ maghhom fid-dinja tal-lum.

6. Konkluzjoni

Bhalma ghamlet b’opinjonijiet ohra, il-Kummissjoni Ambjent ippublikat
din I-opinjoni sabiex taqdi I-funzjoni taghha li teduka u tinforma l-poplu
Malti billi toffri riflessjoni nisranija dwar kwistjonijiet ambjentali 1i nkunu
ghaddejjin minnhom. II-Kummissjoni ma trid tisforza lil hadd biex igib
ruhu b’xi mod jew iehor. IlI-Kummissjoni temmen li bidla vera u dejjiema
ssehh mhux meta xi hadd ikun sfurzat jinbidel, imma meta dak li jkun
jifhem u jhoss il-htiega 1i jaghmel dan.

F’din l-opinjoni 1-Kummissjoni bdiet billi uriet kif, f’konformita mat-
taghlim uffic¢jali tal-Knisja u I-pozizzjoni li ged jadotta 1-Papa Benedittu
XVI, in-nisrani tal-lum ma jistax jinjora r-responsabbilta ambjentali
tieghu. In-nisrani hu responsabbli quddiem Alla mill-uzu ghaqli u
sostenibbli tar-rizorsi ambjentali li ged izommuna hajjin ... u hu msejjah
ukoll sabiex jiggieled ir-reghba u l-konsumizmu li ged jeqirdu dan id-
don ta’ Alla.

528



DOKUMENTI MILL-KURJA

Imma biex nghixu hajja sostenibbli jehtieg il-kuragg 1i nwarrbu stili
ta’ hajja i minkejja li konna drajna fihom m’ghadhomx aktar relevanti
ghar-realtajiet 1i ged nghixu fihom illum. Inbid gdid ghandu jitqieghed
f’dammiggani godda (Mt 9:17). Dan mhux facli meta wiehed igis li
l-poplu taghna ilu zmien jghix stil ta’ hajja 1i mhix sostenibbli — fejn il-
gid komuni jsir il-propjeta esklussiva ta’ min jirnexxielu jahtfu I-ewwel
u jikkapparrah ghalih — ghad-detriment tal-pajjiz kollu. Sabiex nghixu
hajja sostenibbli jehtieg niskomodaw ruhna biex insibu alternattivi ohra
li minnhom jista’ jgawdi kulhadd. Wiehed jista’ jsib elf skuza sabiex
jipprova jipposponi l-htiega li jbiddel l-istil ta’ hajja tieghu, imma 1-fatt
jibga’ 1i rridu u ma rridux ghad jigi Zmien fejn inkunu sfurzati naghmlu
dak 1i forsi ma nixtiequx.

Minbarra r-rieda, din il-bidla tehtieg ukoll process edukattiv li
jippromwovi l-principji ta’ l-izvilupp sostenibbli u li jwassal ghal impenn
serju. Dan il-proc¢ess m’ghandux ikun iffukat biss fuq it-tfal imma
ghandu jestendi ghall-adulti fil-komunitd u jwiegeb ghall-bzonnijiet
taghhom. Diga saru inizjattivi importanti fl-edukazzjoni tat-tfal imma
sfortunatament b’mod generali I-edukazzjoni ta’ I-adulti tithalla biss ghal
meta jkun hemm xi krizi fil-lokalita. Bhalma kienet pijuniera f’diversi
ogsma socjali, il-Knisja lokali permezz tal-Kummissjoni tidher li diga
bdiet timpenja ruhha u ged tindirizza dan il-bZonn permezz ta’ korsijiet
ta’ informazzjoni u formazzjoni li qed torganizza minn zmien ghall-iehor
ma’ sezzjonijiet differenti tal-komunita.

L-alternattivi ghall-Knisja lokali f’dan il-process ta’ maturita’ lejn uzu
aktar ghaqli tar-rizorsi ambjentali taghna huma tnejn: jew tibga’ gallarija
u thalli kollox ghaddej bit-tama li 1-affarijiet jissolvew wahedhom jew
twiegeb ghas-sinjali taz-zminijiet (Mt 16:3) u b’mod attiv tippartecipa
fil-binja ta’ komunita Ii tghix il-valuri nsara. L-ewwel alternattiva hija
tentazzjoni. It-tieni wahda biss turi ghazla responsabbli li I-Kummissjoni
thoss li 1-Knisja u kull membru taghha ghandu jaghmel. Fil-fatt, impenn
lejn zvilupp sostenibbli jitlob bidla wkoll fl-operat tal-Knisja innifisha:
kemm fil-mod kif tuza l-propjeta afdata f’idejha u kemm fil-mod kif
tipprezenta r-relevanza tal-Vangelu lum.
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Cirkolari Numru 11

GABRA FAVUR L-ART IMQADDSA

Nhar il-Hadd, 16 ta’ Settembru, fl-Arcdjocesi taghna se tigi celebrata
I-gurnata ta’ talb u ta’ ghajnuna ghall-Art Imqaddsa.

Nappellaw lil kulhadd biex noffru t-talb taghna lil Alla ghal dawn hutna.
B’mod specjali, b’tama shiha nitolbu lil Alla biex idawwal l-imhuh u
jrattab il-qlub tal-bnedmin biex tinstab soluzzjoni xierqa, gusta u dejjiema,
ghat-tragedja ta’ glied u qtil 1i ilha tifleg lill-Art Imqaddsa, u 1i dan 1-
ahhar xeghlet b’qawwa gdida.

Nippruvaw nghinu lil dawn hutna wkoll materjalment, billi naghtu 1-
offerta generuza taghna fil-gabra 1i sejra ssir fil-quddies kollu li jigi
celebrat fil-knejjes taghna nhar is-Sibt filghaxija u I-Hadd, 15 u 16 ta’
dan ix-xahar.

Bl-offerti taghna nghinu biex jinzammu miftuha postijiet u hidmiet

II-Mulej zgur jisma’ t-talb taghna. Hu japprezza kull sagrific¢ju li naghmlu
u jroddilna, kif jaf Hu, ta’ kull ma naghmlu ghal dawn hutna u ghall-Art
Imqgaddsa.

Mahruga mill-Kurja Arc¢veskovili ta’ Malta, Floriana, illum 3 ta’
Settembru 2007.

%Annetto Depasquale, Isqof Awziljarju, Vigarju Generali

Mons. Carmel Zammit, Kancellier
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Cirkolari Numru 12

L-ELEMOZINA TAL-QUDDIESA U L-EURO

B’¢irkolari numru 350 tat-3 ta’ Dicembru 1996, il-membri ta’ 1-
Arcidjocesi kienu mgharrrfin 1i Monsinjur Arcisqof kien ged jitlob illi
mill-1 ta’ Jannar 1997 l-offerta ghall-Quddiesa tkun ta’ ghallinqas zewg
liri maltin.

Fid-dawl tal-fatt illi mill-1 ta’ Jannar 2008, Malta sejra tibda jkollha 1-
Euro bhala l-munita taghha, u billi r-rata uffic¢jali stabilita hijata’ 0.4293
Lira maltija ghal kull Euro, is-Sacerdoti huma mgharrfa illi din 1-offerta
mitluba hija ekwivalenti ghal 4.66 Euros.

Ma tistax tintalab offerta akbar minn dan l-ammont. Izda I-membri tal-
Knisja huma liberi biex jaghmlu offerta akbar minn din, u f’dak il-kaz
is-Sacerdoti jistghu jaccettaw din l-offerta li liberament tinghatalhom.
Mill-1 ta’ Jannar 2008, 1-Uffic¢ju tal-Quddies tal-Kurja ser jibda jaghti
l-elemozina tal-Quddies mitlub lilu b’din ir-rata ta’ offerta ta’ 4.66 Euros
ghal kull Quddiesa letta.

Mahruga mill-Kurja Arc¢iveskovili ta’ Malta, Floriana, illum 2 ta’ Ottubru
2007.

FAnnetto Depasquale, Isqof Awziljarju, Vigarju {enerali

Carmel Zammit, Kancellier
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Cirkolari Numru 13

GURNATA MISSJUNARJA 2007

II-Gurnata Missjunarja din is-sena sejra tigi ¢elebrata nhar il-Hadd, 21
ta’ Ottubru bit-tema: “Il-Knejjes kollha ghad-dinja koliha .

Ahna 1-Insara ghandna ghal qalbna l-hidma missjunarja tal-Knisja.
Nghinuha bit-talb u s-sagrificcii, kif ukoll bl-offerti taghna. Hija haga tajba
li fil-Gurnata Missjunarja nitolbu b’aktar hegga ghal hutna missjunarji u
ghall-hidma taghhom. Ghalhekk hu rakkomandat 1i, hlief ghall-kaz ta’
Quddies ghal xi okkazjoni specjali, nhar is-Sibt filghaxija u 1-Hadd, 20 u
21 ta’ Ottubru, tigi celebrata dejjem il-Quddiesa ghall-Evangelizazzjoni
tal-Gnus.

Fil-Quddies kollu ta’ l-istess granet, fil-knejjes kollha ghandha ssir il-
gabra ghall-Missjonijiet. Inheggu lil kulhadd biex infissru mhabbitna ghal
Alla u ghall-hidma missjunarja tal-Knisja bil-generosita taghna kemm
f’din il-gabra fil-knejjes, kif ukoll bl-ghotjiet fil-boroz jew envelopes 1i
jitgassmu fi djarna.

: TALB GHAX-XITA

Peress li ged jinhass nuqqas ta’ xita, l-aktar minn hutna li jahdmu r-raba,
minn meta tasal din ic-cirkolari sakemm jibga’ jinhass in-nuqqas ta’ xita,
fit-Talba tal-Fidili fil-quddies kollu ghandha tizdied din l-invokazzjoni:
“Aghtina, Mulej, xita fejjieda f’waqtha, biex artna ma ¢cahhadniex mill-
frott taghha.”

Mahruga mill-Kurja Arciveskovili ta’ Malta, Floriana, illum 9 ta’ Ottubru
2007.

%Annetto Depasquale, Isqof Awziljarju, Vigarju Generali

Mons. Carmelo Zammit, Kanéellier
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Cirkolari Numru 14

FESTA TA’ KRISTU RE

Il-festa ta’ Kristu Re din is-sena sejra tigi celebrata nhar il-Hadd, 25 ta’
Novembru 2007. Il-motto maghzul mill-Kumitat Organizzattiv biex
jigewidana fic-Celebrazzjoni ta’ din il-festa hu: “Jiena Nisrani - Hmira fis-
Socjetad.” I¢c-celebrazzjonijiet djocesani tal-festa ta’ Kristu Re se jsiru b’dan
il-programm:

1. II-Gimgha, 23 ta’ Novembru fis-7.00 p.m.: Laqgha ghall-Adolexxenti,
fis-Seminarju, Tal-Virtl.

2. Is-Sibt, 24 ta’ Novembru fit-3.30 p.m.: Tibda mixja tat-tfal minn Trig
Sant’ Anna, il-Furjana u tghaddi minn fejn il-monument ta’ Kristu Re ghal
quddiem il-Knisja Parrokkjali tal-Furjana

3. II-Hadd, 25 ta’ Novembru fl-4.30p.m.: Manifestazzjoni Djocesana fi
Triq il-Kappella, quddiem il-Knisja Parrokkjali ta’ San Gwann. Fiha jkun
hemm diskors ta’ Mons. Aréisqof.

Fis-6.30 p.m. ikun hemm Quddiesa fil-Knisja Parrokkjali ta’ San Gwann.
Mons. Arcisqof jixtieq ukoll li, bi thejjija ghal dawn ic-Celebrazzjonijiet
djocesanti, fil-knejjes kollha ta’ 1-Arc¢idjocesi fejn tinzamm 1-Ewkaristija
ssir adorazzjoni nhar il-Hamis 22 ta’ Novembru 2007.

GABRA GHALL-ISKEJJEL TAL-KNISJA

Bhal kull sena, il-Knisja geghda tappella ghall-generosita tal-membri
taghha biex jghinuha tipprovdi I-mezzi finanzjarji biex 1-Iskejjel tal-
Knisja f’Malta jkunu jistghu jkomplu jagdu u jgibu 1 quddiem il-missjoni
taghhom ta’ edukazzjoni ta’ eluf ta’ tfal u zghazagh. Ghal dan il-ghan,
il-gbir kollu 1i jsir fil-Quddies tas-Sibt filghaxija u tal-Hadd, 17 u 18 ta’ dan
ix-xahar, se jmur ghall-Fond ta’ 1-Iskejjel tal-Knisja. Mahruga mill-Kurja
Arciveskovili ta’ Malta, Floriana, illum 31 ta’ Ottubru 2007.

¥Annetto Depasquale, Isqof tit. ta” Aradi, Vigarju Generali
Mons. Carmelo Zammit, Kancellier
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Lecture Annwali tad-Discern 2007

It-tema tal-lecture annwali ta’ DISCERN, I-Istitut ta’ I-Arcidjocesi ghal
ricerka dwar is-sinjali taz-zminijiet, din is-sena se tkun, “Ulied l-istess
Alla?”. Il-kelliem se jkun il-Prof. David B. Burrell C.S.C., Professur
fil-Filosofija u t-Teologija fl-Universita ta’ Notre Dame. L-attivita se
ssir nhar 1-Erbgha, 19 ta’ Settembru 2007, fis-7.00 p.m., fil-Lukanda ‘Le
Meridien Phoenicia’, Floriana.

Sa mill-1982, il-Prof. Burrell ghamel hafna xoghol dwar ogsma
komparattivi fit-teologija filosofika fil-Gudaizmu, Kristjanezmu, u Islam.
Huwa kiseb il-PhD mill-Universita ta’ Yale f-1965. Hu jahdem fl-
Universita ta’ Notre Dame sa mis-sena 1964. Bejn 1-1971 u 1-1980 kien
ic-Chairman tad-Dipartiment tat-Teologija {l-istess universita. F1-1980-
1981, huwa qatta’ sena f’ Gerusalemm bhala Rettur ta’ I-Istitut Ekumeniku
ghar-Ricerka Teologika. Sas-sena 2004 hadem fil-programm tar-rebbiegha
ta’ 1-Universita ta’ Notre Dame, ghal sottogradwati, f’Gerusalemm. Huwa
wkoll awtur ta’ diversi kotba.

3 ta’ Settembru 2007

534



STQARRIJIET OHRA MILL-KURJA

Nunzju Appostoliku gdid ghal Malta

Il-Papa Benedittu XVI innomina lil Mons. Ar¢isqof Tommaso Caputo
bhala Nunzju Apostoliku ghal Malta.

Mons. Tommaso Caputo twieled f’Afragola (Napli, Italja) fis-17 ta’
Ottubru 1950. Huwa gie ordnat sacerdot fl-10 ta’ April 1974.

Wara 1li ggradwa b’dottorat fil-Ligi tal-Knisja, fI-1980 Mons. Caputo
nghagad mas-Servizz Diplomatiku tas-Santa Sede. Huwa ta servizz
fil-Missjonijiet tal-Papa fi Rwanda, il-Filippini u -Venezwela, u fid-
Dipartiment tal-Affarijiet Generali tas-Segretarjat ta’ 1-Istat.

Mid-19 ta’ Gunju 1993 Mons. Caputo kien Kap tal-Protocol fis-Segretarjat
ta’ 1-Istat. Huwa jaf l-Ispanjol, I-Ingliz u 1-Franciz.

L-ordinazzjoni Episkopali ta’ Mons. Caputo se ssir mill-Papa stess nhar
id-29 ta’ Settembru 2007, fil-Bazilika ta’ San Pietru, il-Vatikan.

3 ta’ Settembru 2007
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Kors ta' Spiritwalita u Formazzjoni Ambjentali
Organizzat mill-Kummissjoni Ambjent (Arcidjocesi ta'
Malta) u 1-Youth Alive Foundation

M’hemm l-ebda dubju li hafna mill-problemi ambjentali li Malta geghdha
tiffaccja tnisslu minn nuqqas ta’ rispett lejn il-proxxmu u lejn il-Holgien.
Kull nisrani ghandu I-mandat li jkun il-melh ta’ 1-art u d-dawl tad-dinja ...
u dan iktar u iktar fil-qasam ambjentali. In-nisrani ma jistax ma jarax is-
sinjali taz-zminijiet u jwiegeb ghalihom billi jimpenja ruhu halli flimkien
ma’ Alla 1-Hallieq igedded wicc l-art! Aktar minn seba’ mitt sena ilu,
San Frangisk gharaf dan l-impenn u b’mod radikali ghazel li jaghmel xi
haga billi, l-ewwel u qabel kollox, biddel 1-istil ta’ hajja tieghu sabiex
ihaddan l-valuri evangelici ... principji li ghenuh ikun f’armonija shiha
mal-Hallieq u I-holgien kollu tieghu.

Ghalhekk jinhass il-bzonn li I-insara impenjati jkollhom l-opportunita li
jizviluppaw etika ambjentali nisranija li tmur ’1 hinn minn sentimentalizmu
zejjed u hi bbazata fuq I-Evangelu u taghrif xjentifiku aggornat.

IlI-Kummissjoni Ambjent (Arcidjocesi ta’ Malta) u 1-Fundazzjoni Youth
Alive, ser jorganizzaw kors mhux tas-soltu ta’ spiritwalitd u formazzjoni
ambjentali. Il-kors, li ser jinzamm fid-DAR FRATE JACOBA, Triq
Wied iz-Ziju, Wied il-Ghajn, ser jibda fil-5 ta’ Ottubru u jkollu 14-
il sessjoni (wahda kull gimgha) u jibga’ sejjer sa 1-14 ta’ Di¢embru
2007. Il-programm jinkludi prezentazzjonijiet, zjarat f’postijiet ta’
interess ambjentali u attivitajiet ohra. Kull nisrani 1i jhoss il-bzonn li
jikkontribwixxi b’xi mod lejn l-izvilupp sostenibbli u lejn ambjent ahjar,
ghandu jattendi dan il-kors.

Ghal dawk 1i jixtiequ jidhlu aktar fil-fond ta’ din l-esperjenza, 1-
organizzaturi ged joffru wkoll irtir 1i, filwaqt li jibni fuq dak li jkun sar
matul il-kors, jghinhom sabiex jesperjenzaw b’mod aktar intimu s-sejha
taghhom sabiex ikunu I-hmira fil-komunita taghhom.
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Matul il-kors hu mistenni li 1-partecipanti:

jizviluppaw vizjoni aktar holistika ta’ l-ambjent li tinkludi aspetti
naturali, socjali, kulturali, ekonomici, politi¢i u spiritwali;

jsiru midhla tal-prin¢ipji ta’ 1-izvilupp sostenibbli u I-
implikazzjonijiet taghhom fuq 1-ghazliet 1i naghmlu;

japprezzaw il-wirt ambjentali ta’ pajjizna u l-problemi li dan qed
jiffac¢ja minhabba l-isfruttar mhux sostenibbli tieghu;

jsiru midhla ta’ l-ispiritwalita ta’ San Frangisk u jifhmu r-relevanza
tal-hajja tieghu ghal Zmienna;

jiksbu taghrif xjentifiku aggornat dwar l-ambjent li jghinhom jibnu
argumenti sodi ghall-harsien tieghu;

jesperjenzaw b’mod dirett xi aspetti ambjentali ta’ pajjizna; u

jaghmlu evalwazzjoni tal-valuri ambjentali taghhom fid-dawl ta’
I-Evangelu.

Ghal aktar informazzjoni jew applikazzjoni, ikkuntatja 1il: Rio Sammut
jew Odienne Magro fuq 25906506, jew bl-email fuq wiehed min dawn:
victor.axiak@um.edu.mt; riosammut@hotmail.com; paul.j.pace @um.
edu.mt; frmark@onvol.net.

L-Applikazzjonijiet jaghlqu fit-30 ta’ Settembru 2007.
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Tfal Ii se jircievu 1-Grizma jiltagghu ma' 1-Arcisqof

Nhar is-Sibt,15 ta’ Settembru 2007, it-tfal mill-parroéci tal-Fgura, Haz-
Zabbar u Wied il-Ghajn li se jir¢ievu 1-Grizma ta’ Isqof fOttubru u
Novembru li gejjin kellhom laqgha ma’ Mons. Arcisqof Pawl Cremona
O.P, fis-Sala Parrokkjali ta’ Wied il-Ghajn.

It-tfal kellhom l-opportunitd jistaqsu lill-Aréisqof diversi mistogsijiet
dwar il-Grizma ta’ 1-Isqof, bhal kif in-nisrani jista’ jaghti aktar xiehda
awtentika fid-dinja tal-lum u kif jaghrfu x’irid Alla minnhom.

Din kienet inizjattiva pastorali ohra i saret bejn it-tliet parroé¢éi koncernati,
li flimkien jiffurmaw 1-Unita Pastorali 13 fl-Arc¢idjocesi ta’ Malta.

Lagghat ghal tfajliet u guvintur
li se jizzewgu persuni mhux Maltin

I1I-Kummissjoni Emigranti nhar it-Tlieta, 09 ta’ Ottubru 2007 se tibda kors
ta’ lagghat ghal tfajliet u guvintur li se jizzewgu persuni mhux Maltin.
Il-kors se jkun ta’ disa’ lagghat li jsiru "Dar 1-Emigrant, Misrah Kastilja,
Valletta, nhar ta’ Tlieta u nhar ta’ Hamis mis-6.00pm sas-7.00pm. II-
lagghat jitmexxew minn esperti fil-kampus, so¢jali, mediku, legali u etiku.
Il-partecipanti jinghataw Certifikat ta’ Attendenza biex jigi pprezentat fl-
Ufficcju taz-zwigijiet tal-Kurja, mad-dokumenti 1-ohrajn mehtiega meta
I-koppja tapplika ghaz-zwieg.

Il-kitba ghall-kors tista’ ssir f’Dar 1-Emigrant (Tel: 21222644, 21240255.
21232545).

17 ta’ Settembru 2007
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L-Ewwel Festival tal-Korijiet Parrokkjali

II-Kummissjoni Kultura ta’ 1-Arc¢idjocesi ta’ Malta, f’Novembru 2007
se torganizza 1-Ewwel Festival tal-Korijiet Parrokkjali. Il-festival se
jkun mifrux fuq tlett ijiem. L-ewwel zewg rapprezentazzjonijiet se
jsiru fit-22 u t-23 ta’ Novembru, fil-Knisja tas-Salib Imqaddes, Patrijiet
Frangiskani Kapuc¢ini, Floriana. It-tielet rapprezentazzjoni ssir is-Sibt,
24 ta’ Novembru, fil-KonKattidral ta’ San Gwann, Valletta.

Il-Festival tal-Korijiet Parrokkjali ged jigi organizzat fuq bazi ta’
parte¢ipazzjoni u mhux ta’ kompetizzjoni. L-organizzaturi tal-festival
jixtiequ li din l-inizjattiva twassal il-messagg li 1-korijiet parrokkjali
jixirqilhom apprezzament minn kulhadd. Jixtiequ wkoll li I-festival
jinkuragixxi 1-membri tal-korijiet u jkun ta’ stimolu halli jidhlu ghal
impenn akbar; jghin biex tikber izjed koperazzjoni bejn l-istess korijiet
u bejn il-parro¢¢i; ikun ta’ kontribut biex ikun mifhum ahjar x’inhuma I-
bzonnijiet liturgici tal-Knisja fil-kuntest tal-lum; tissahhah il-promozzjoni
tal-Muzika Sagra Liturgika bil-Malti

Fil-festival jistghu jiehdu sehem korijiet maghmulin minn adulti (18+) u
akkumpanjati minn Orgni. Ir-repertorju maghzul irid ikun Muzika Sagra
Liturgika. Ma’ kull silta b’lingwa barranija, trid titkanta ohra bil-lingwa
Maltija. Kull kor irid jippjana partecipazzjoni ta’ bejn 10/15-il minuta.
Mill-korijiet li japplikaw jintaghzlu 10 ghas-serati finali. Kull kor li jiehu
sehem jigi pprezentat b’certifikat.

Aktar taghrif jista’ jinkiseb minghand Patri Anton Briffa OFMCap,
Kunvent tal-Patrijiet Kapuc¢cini, Floriana (Telefon: 21225525,21234949),
mit-Tnejn sal-Gimgha. Jista’ jigi kkuntattjat ukoll is-Sur Carmel Busuttil
Dougall (Email: micmar@onvol.net).

18 ta’ Settembru 2007
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Segretarjat ghall-Katekezi

Is-Segretarjat ghall-Katekezi tal-Knisja f"Malta jezisti biex imexxi ’l
quddiem u jikkoordina t-thabbir tal-Kelma, il-Katekezi, u 1-Edukazzjoni
Religjuza. Huwa entita li fil-Knisja ghandu gabel xejn ir-responsabbilta
tal-formazzjoni tal-Katekisti u dawk 1 jghallmu r-Religjon.

Ghalhekk, bhal kull sena, anke ghas-sena Ottubru 2007 sa Gunju 2008
ged inniedu l-programm ta’ Korsijiet 1i geghdin noffru, uhud minnhom
anke f’kollaborazzjoni ma’ entitajiet ohra fil-Knisja stess.

Anke din is-sena qed noffru firxa wiesgha ta’ interessi u htigijiet li dawn
il-Korsijiet ged jippruvaw jaqdu, minn Korsijiet bazi¢i ta’ Teologija u
ta’ Introduzzjoni ghall-istudju u l-approfondiment tal-Iskrittura, ghal
Korsijiet ta’ natura iktar teknika fil-metodologija ta’ kif tghallem. Ghal
darb’ohra ged jigi offrut ukoll Kors imfassal apposta ghal dawk l-operaturi
pastorali, 1-iktar fil-parrocci, li ged jiddedikaw ruhhom ghall-formazzjoni
tal-etd adolexxenzjali u li ghalhekk jitolbu impenn u formazzjoni forsi
iktar specifika.

L-impenn tas-Segretarjat ghall-Katekezi fejn tidhol il-formazzjoni ta’
kull min hu involut fit-taghlim tar-Religjon u fil-formazzjoni tat-tfal,
l-adolexxenti, u z-zghazagh taghna hu investiment fil-generazzjonijiet
tal-lum u taz-zmien li gej biex il-Vangelu jibga’ jasal u jibga’ jaghmel
sens f’dinja li ghad ghandha ghatx ghall-Verita.

KORSIJIET MIS-SEGRETARJAT GHALL-KATEKEZI
Sena 2007 ~ 2008

Kors ta’ Teologija Nisranija

¢ Kull nhar t’Erbgha filghodu minn Ottubru sa Mejju.
Mid-9.30-11.45 am.

Fis-Sala tas-Segretarjat fl-Istitut Kattoliku, il-Furjana.
Jibda nhar il-Erbgha, 10 ta’ Ottubru.

Tista’ tapplika bit-Telephone No. 21223949,
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Kors Generali ta’ Metodologija Kateketika

Kull nhar ta’ Gimgha filghodu minn Ottubru sa Mejju.
Mid-9.30-11.45 am.

Fis-Sala tas-Segretarjat fl-Istitut Kattoliku, il-Furjana.
Jibda nhar il—Gimgha, 5 ta’ Ottubru.

Tista’ tapplika bit-Telephone No. 21223949.

Kors Introduttiv ghall-Katekisti Prospettivi

Kull nhar ta’ Tlieta filghodu minn Ottubru sa Marzu.
Mid-9.30-11.45 am.

Fis-Sala tas-Segretarjat fl-Istitut Kattoliku, il-Furjana.
Jibda nhar it-Tlieta, 2 ta’ Ottubry.

Tista’ tapplika bit-Telephone No. 21223949,

Kors Baziku ta’ Teologija
L-Ewwel Sena — Introduzzjoni ghall-Bibbja

Kull nhar ta’ Tnejn filghaxija minn Ottubru sa Mejju.
Mis-6.00 — 7.45 pm. *
Fis-Sala tas-Segretarjat fl-Istitut Kattoliku, il-Furjana.

Jibda nhar it-Tnejn, 1 ta’ Ottubru.

Tista’ tapplika bit-Telephone No. 21223949.

Kors ta’ Thejjija ghall-Ministeru mal-Adolexxenti u Zghazagh

Kull nhar ta’ Tlieta filghaxija minn Ottubru sa Mejju.
Mis-6.00-7.45 pm.

Fis-Sala tas-Segretarjat fl-Istitut Kattoliku, il-Furjana.

Jibda nhar it-Tlieta, 2 ta’ Ottubru.

Tista’ tapplika bit-Telephone No. 21223949 jew i¢¢empel il-KDZ.

Dun René Camilleri
Delegat Katekezi
20 ta’ Settembru 2007
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Assemblea Djocesana 2007: Il-hidma skond il-Pjan
Pastorali ghas-snin 2007-2008

Assemblea Djocesana tal-Knisja f’Malta se tiddiskuti x-xoghol li sar s’issa
u l-azzjoni tal-gejjieni ghat-twettiq tal-Pjan Pastorali ghas-snin 2007-2008.
L-Assemblea, ir-raba’ wahda tax-xorta taghha wara s-Sinodu Djocesan
(1999-2003), se tiltaga’ nhar il-Hamis filghaxija, 27 ta’ Settembru, u nhar
is-Sibt filghodu, 29 ta’ Settembru, fic-Centru Parrokkjali Gwanni Pawlu
11, fil-Parro¢ca ta’ H’Attard. Din se tkun l-ewwel Assemblea simili li se
tigi presjeduta minn Mons. Ar¢isqof Pawl Cremona O.P.

It-tema tal-Pjan Pastorali hija, "Flimkien fi Kristu ghas-servizz tal-
bniedem”. L-iskop tal-Pjan huwa li jghin lill-Knisja f"Malta fil-mixja
taghha mill-qaghda prezenti lejn sitwazzjoni mixtieqa. Il-Pjan jindika
l-hidmiet, il-progetti u l-mezzi li jghinu lill-Knisja f’din il-mixja taghha,
kif ukoll min se jkun responsabbli ghall-inizjattivi li ged jigu proposti.

Il-progetti tal-Pjan Pastorali huma mahsubin biex igibu 'l quddiem hames
ghanijiet partikolari: Knisja li tinbena fil-formazzjoni u li tevangelizza; Knisja
1i tissahhah fil-komunjoni u djalogu fi hdanha u mas-so¢jetd; Knisja li taqdi
u tmexxi 'l quddiem is-solidarjetal ma’ l-emarginati; Knisja i ti¢éelebra
b’mod haj; Knisja li taghti attenzjoni partikulari lill-familja u lill-adolexxenti/
zghazagh. Rapport dettaljat dwar il-hidma fit-twettiq tal-Pjan Pastorali nghata
diga lill-membri ta’ 1-Assemblea biex ikunu jistghu jistudjawh u jhejju 1-
kummenti u l-proposti taghhom ghal waqt I-Assemblea.

L-Assemblea Djocesana annwali hija 1-frott ta’ l-esperjenza tas-
Sinodu Djo¢esan. L-iskop ta’ 1-Assemblea huwa li tkun esperjenza
ta’ informazzjoni, partecipazzjoni mifruxa, kontabilita’, valutazzjoni u
programmazzjoni f’ambjent miftuh ghall-Ispirtu ta’ Alla u b’impenn li
twiegeb ghas-sinjali tal-Mulej fl-istorja, Ghall-Assemblea huma mistiedna
I-kappillani, il-provinéjali tal-kongregazzjonijiet religjuzi, il-kapijiet ta’
I-iskejjel tal-Knisja, il-mexxejja tal-ghaqdiet u tal-movimenti, id-delegati
fis-segretarjati u kummissjonijiet djocesani, kif ukoll il-membri tal-gruppi
ghat-twettiq tas-Sinodu fid-diversi oqsma tal-Knisja u dawk li kienu membri
fl-Assemblea tas-Sinodu.
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L-organizzazzjoni ta’ 1-Assemblea Djocesana ta’ din is-sena ged jiehdu
Assemblea Djocesana, matul ix-xhur ta’ Ottubru u Novembru, kull parro¢ca
tlagqa’ Assemblea biex taghmel f’livell parrokkjali dak 1i jkun sar diga
f’livell djocesan. Ghall-Assemblea parrokkjali jkunu mistiedna dawk kollha
li jghixu fil-parrocca.

24 ta’ Settembru 2007

Se jiltaqghu l-gruppi 1li jwettqu hidma Missjunarja

Fl-okkazjoni tal-Gurnata Missjunarja 2007, is-Segretarjat Pastorali
ta’ 1-Arc¢idjocesi ta’ Malta, flimkien ma’ 1-Ufficcju Missjunarju se
jorganizzaw laqgha ghar-rapprezentanti tal-gruppi li ged jaghmlu hidma
missjunarja kemm fuq bazi regolari ghax huma mwaqqfin b’dan l-iskop,
kif ukoll gruppi ohrajn li ged jiehdu inizjattivi partikulari ghal impenn
ta’ volontarjat fl-artijiet tal-missjoni, kif ukoll inizjattivi ta’ gemellagg.
Il-laqgha se ssir nhar is-Sibt, 13 ta’ Ottubru 2007, fil-Kurja ta’ 1-Ar¢isqof
, Floriana, bejn id-9.30am u nofsinhar. Il-Gurnata Missjunarja din is-sena
mill-Knisja Universali biex tohloq kuxjenza dwar dan l-aspett importanti
fil-hajja tal-Knisja. v

Mons. Charles Cordina, Segretarju Pastorali, qal 1i wara li tkellem ma’
Mons. Salv Micallef, id-Direttur ta’ 1-Uffic¢ju Missjunarju, hassew li jkun
tajjeb 1i jiehdu l-okkazjoni biex movimenti, ghaqdiet u gruppi li bhala
ghan u hidma taghhom jiehdu inizjattivi b’rizq il-missjoni, “niltagghu
flimkien halli jkollna ¢ans nagsmu l-esperjenzi taghna u naraw fiex nistghu
nkunu ta’ ghajnuna lil xulxin.” Il-laggha se jkun fiha talb flimkien, gsim
ta’ esperjenzi, u diskussjoni dwar tishih tal-kollaborazzjoni. Laggha simili
saret sentejn ilu.

27 ta’ Settembru 2007
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Tiltaga' 1-Assemblea Djocesana 2007

L-Assemblea Djocesana tal-Knisja f’Malta ghas-sena 2007 bdiet tiltaga’
il-Hamis filghaxija, 28 ta’ Settemnbru 2007, fi¢-Centru Pastorali Raghaj
it-Tajjeb, H’Attard. Din hija l-ewwel Assemblea Djocesana li ged tigi
presjeduta minn Mons. Arcisgof Pawl Cremona O.P.

Fl-ewwel sessjoni ta’ 1-Assemblea saret il-prezentazzjoni tar-Rapport tal-
Kummissjoni Implimentazzjoni tas-Sinodu Djocesan (1999 —2003). Dan
ir-rapport jaghti sfond dwar il-hidma tal-Kummissjoni Implimentazzjoni
Sinodu matul l-erba’ snin li ilha mwaqqfa; taghrif dwar it-twettiq tal-
Pjani Pastorali wara s-Sinodu; punti ta’ riflessjoni li johorgu mill-hidma
tal-Kummissjoni; u harsa ’1 quddiem lejn il-hidma fiz-zmien 1i gej.

Fl-ewwel sessjoni saret ukoll l-introduzzjoni dwar ix-xoghol u l-progetti
li saru s’issa ghat-twettiq tal-Pjan Pastorali ghas-snin 2007-2008. It-tema
tal-Pjan Pastorali hija, “Flimkien fi Kristu ghas-servizz tal-bniedem”.

Ir-Rapport dwar l-Implimentazzjoni tas-Sinodu u r-Rapport dwar it-
Twettiq tal-Pjan Pastorali 2007-2008 gew ipprezentati lir-rapprezentanti
tal-Media f’Konferenza Stampa li saret il-Gimgha, 28 ta’ Settembru 2007,
fil-Kurja ta’ 1-Ar¢isqof, Floriana. Il-Konferenza Stampa kienet presjeduta
minn Mons. Charles Cordina, Segretarju Pastorali. Hadu sehem ukoll
Dr. Anna Vella, Moderatur tal-Kummissjoni Implimentazzjoni Sinodu,
u Dun Joe Galea Curmi, Assistant Segretarju Pastorali u Segretarju tal-
Kummissjoni Implimentazzjoni Sinodu.

Fl-Assemblea jiehdu sehem kappillani, provin¢jali tal-kongregazzjonijiet

movimenti, delegati fis-segretarjati u kummissjonijiet djocesani, kif ukoll
membri tal-gruppi ghat-twettiq tas-Sinodu fid-diversi oqsma tal-Knisja u
l-eks membri fl-Assemblea tas-Sinodu.
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L-Assemblea, ir-raba’ wahda tax-xorta taghha wara s-Sinodu Djocesan, se
tkompli tiltaga’ is-Sibt filghodu, 29 ta’ Settembru, fic-Centru Parrokkjali
ta’ H’Attard. F’din is-sessjoni, se tkompli d-diskussjoni fuq il-progetti
prezenti u gejjiena tal-Pjan Pastorali. Fl-istess sessjoni Mons. Arcisqof se
jinawgura l-portal gdid ta’ 1-Arcidjocesi u jaghmel id-diskors ta’ 1-gheluq.
L-organizzazzjoni ta’ 1-Assemblea Djocesana ta’ din is-sena hadu hsxebha
zghazagh minn diversi ghagdiet u movimenti religjuzi.

28 ta’ Settembru 2007
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Konferenza Stampa — 28 ta' Settembru 2007
Rapport tal-Kummissjoni Implimentazzjoni Sinodu

Dan ir-rapport qasir ghandu l-iskop 1i jaghti:

- sfond tal-hidma tal-Kummissjoni Implimentazzjoni Sinodu matul l-erba’
snin 1i ilha mwaqqfa;

- il-Kummissjoni u t-twettiq tal-Pjani Pastorali wara s-Sinodu;

- punti ta’ riflessjoni li johorgu mill-hidma tal-Kummissjoni.

- harsa ’1 quddiem lejn il-hidma fiz-zmien 1i gej.

1. II-Kummissjoni Implimentazzjoni Sinodu
II-Kummissjoni Implimentazzjoni Sinodu twaqgfet bit-twettiq tas-Sinodu
(ara Vizjoni ta’ Knisja komunjoni 54) u skond ix-xewqa li ntweriet kemm-
il darba lejn 1-ahhar laqghat ta’ 1-Assemblea tas-Sinodu.
1.1 Ghanijiet tal-Kummissjoni Implimentazzjoni Sinodu
Mons. Aréisqof Guzeppi Mercieca waqqaf il-Kummissjoni dak in-nhar
ta’ tmiem is-Sinodu fis-7 ta’ Gunju 2003, bil-funzjoni prin¢ipali 1i tghin
lill-Ar¢isqof fl-implimentazzjoni tas-Sinodu, b’mod speéjali f’dawn 1-
ogsma:

1. fil-promozzjoni tal-valuri tas-Sinodu;

2. fit-tfassil ta’ programmi ta’ l-implimentazzjoni tad-dokumenti
tas-Sinodu djocesan, fid-dawl tal-proposti li kienu diga tfasslu
mill-Kummissjoni li kienet responsabbli mill-organizzazzjoni
tas-Sinodu;

3. fl-identifikazzjoni ta’ min ikun responsabbli ghal aspetti differenti
ta’ l-implimentazzjoni tas-Sinodu;

4. f’1i ssegwi b’'mod generali t-twettiq tas-Sinodu biex tassigura
li ged isir u miexi b’ritmu tajjeb fid-diversi oqsma ta’ I-
Arcidjocesi;

5. fl-ghoti ta’ pariri ohra rigward l-implimentazzjoni tas-Sinodu.
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1.2 Kompozizzjoni tal-Kummissjoni

II-Kummissjoni hi ppresjeduta minn Mons. Charles Cordina. Kellha bhala
Moderatur taghha ghall-ewwel tliet snin lil Dr André Camilleri. Is-sena
li ghaddiet, saret ri-organizzazzjoni tal-Kummissjoni. Diversi membri
nbidlu ma’ ohrajn godda.

I1-Moderatur issa hi Dr Anna Vella. Is-Segretarju hu Fr Joe Galea Curmi.
Tl-membri prezenti huma: Ms Vivienne Attard, Mr Stephen Bonnici, Ms
Ninette Borg Grech, Mr Stefan Cachia, Dr Andre’ Camilleri, Mr Servolo
Delicata, Mons. Guzepp Mifsud Bonnici u Sr MaryAnne Sultana.

Il-membri tal-Kummissjoni jirriflettu ogsma differenti tal-hajja tal-Knisja
u tas-socjeta — strutturi djocesani, parrocci, ghaqdiet, kongregazzjonijiet,
skejjel, familja, zghazagh.

F’dawn l-erba’ snin li ilha mwaqqfa, il-Kummissjoni Itaqghet 52 darba.
Tiltaga’ b’mod regolari, medja ta’ darba fix-xahar.

1.3 Gruppi ghall-implimentazzjoni tas-Sinodu f’diversi entijiet
II-Kummissjoni, mill-bidu tal-hidma taghha, hadet hsieb li jitwaqqfu
gruppi ghall-implimentazzjoni tas-Sinodu f’oqsma differenti: segretarjati
u kummissjonijiet djocesani, parrocci, kongregazzjonijiet ta’ hajja
konsagrata, skejjel tal-Knisja, ghaqdiet u movimenti. Il-Kummissjoni
zzomm ir-rabta ma’ dawn il-gruppi u ssegwi dak li ged isir f’"dawn
I-ogsma.

1.4 Hidma tal-Kummissjoni f’diversi livelli

[I-Kummissjoni ghamlet u qed taghmel monitoring ta’ kif dak li jissemma
fid-dokumenti tas-Sinodu ged jitwettaq. Dan taghmlu f’diversi livelli.
- Lagghat ma’ Segretarjati u Kummissjonijiet Djocesani.

Din is-sena, il-Kummissjoni qed taghti importanza partikulari lis-
segretarjati u kummissjonijiet djo¢esani u 1-mod kif dawn ged jahdmu
ghall-implimentazzjoni tas-Sinodu. Ghalhekk, il-Kummissjoni ltagghet
ma’ l-Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni Pastorali, il-Kummissjoni Gustizzja u Paéi,
il-Kummissjoni Djoéesana Familja, il-Kummissjoni Djo¢esana Zghazagh,
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il-Kummissjoni Ambjent, is-Segretarjat Caritas, is-Segretarjat Liturgija.
Tktar ’il quddiem, ikomplu l-lagghat ma’ Segretarjati u Kummissjonijiet
ohra. Dawn il-laqghat servew biex tohrog stampa aktar Cara ta’ l-istat
prezenti tas-Segretarjati u Kummissjonijiet Djocesani, spe¢jalment fejn
jidhol il-Pjan ta’ 1-Arc¢idjocesi u t-twettiq tieghu.

- Assemblea Djocesana

IlI-Kummissjoni taghti wkoll is-sehem taghha fit-thejjija ta’ 1-Assemblea
Djocesana, li mis-Sinodu lil hawn issir kull sena f’Settembru. L-
Assemblea tigbor flimkien operaturi pastorali gejjin minn kull settur
tal-Knisja f’Malta, fuq l-istess principji ta’ 1-Assemblea tas-Sinodu, u
tipprovdi esperjenza ta’ evalwazzjoni u ta’ programmazzjoni flimkien.

- Assemblea Parrokkjali

II-Kummissjoni taghti wkoll is-sehem taghha fit-thejjija ta’ I-Assemblej
Parrokkjali, li bdew isiru b’'mod regolari fil-parroc¢i kollha wara s-
Sinodu. Dawn jipprovdu opportunita specjali lill-parroc¢i biex b’mod
ko-responsabbli jaghmlu evalwazzjoni u programmazzjoni tal-hidma.

Isiru lagghat ghall-membri tal-gruppi ghall-implimentazzjoni tas-Sinodu
fil-parrocéi biex ikunu spjegati lithom diversi punti rigward it-thejjija u
l-organizzazzjoni ta’ 1-Assemblea fil-parrocca matul ix-xhur ta’ Ottubru
u Novembru.

2. Pjani Pastorali ta’ 1-Aréidjocesi

Wara s-Sinodu, beda process kontinwu ta’ ippjanar. II-Kummissjoni tat
kontribut essenzjali ghat-tfassil tal-Pjan ta’ 1-Ar¢idjocesi, kemm l-ewwel
wiehed wara s-Sinodu ghas-snin 2005-2006, bl-isem Nimxu Flimkien
fid-Dawl tal-Mulej, kif ukoll il-Pjan prezenti ghal 2007-2008, Flimkien fi
Kristu ghas-servizz tal-bniedem — it-tnejn i huma pjani biex iwettqu dak
li hemm fid-dokumenti tas-Sinodu. Iz-zewg pjani kienu pjani li jmexxu 'l
quddiem il-valuri tas-Sinodu: evangelizzazzjoni u formazzjoni, komunjoni
u djalogu, gadi u solidarjeta.

Fl-istess waqt, il-Kummissjoni ghenet biex kull parrocca tfassal Pjan
Parrokkjali fl-istess linja tal-Pjani Pastorali ta’ I-Arc¢idjocesi.
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Il-pjani jidentifikaw min hu responsabbli tal-progetti partikulari u b’liema
mod issir l-evalwazzjoni.

Meta wiehed jitkellem fuq twettiq tal-Pjan, hemm: (i) kwestjoni ta’
mentalitajiet u attitudnijiet i 1-Pjan imexxi ’l quddiem u (ii) proposti
partikulari tas-Sinodu li 1-Pjan ifittex li jwettaq. Filwagqt li jirrikonoxxi 1-
hidma li saret u qed issir biex iggib ’il quddiem mentalitajiet u attitudnijiet
— 1i hi l-aktar importanti u li hafna minnha ma tistax titkejjel — dan ir-
rapport se jiffoka aktar fuq affarijiet konkreti proposti fil-Pjan.

2.1 Proposti li twettqu

Hu ta’ sodisfazzjon li hemm numru ta’ proposti tas-Sinodu li twettqu

f’dawn is-snin mill-gheluq tas-Sinodu. Fost dawn wiehed isemmi it-

twaqqif — £’xi kazi t-twaqqif mill-gdid — ta’:

- l-Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni Pastorali (ara Xandir tal-Kelma 32).

- Il-Kummissjoni Ambjent (ara Kultura-Socjeta-Knisja 53).

- II-Kummissjoni Gustizzja u Paéi (ara Djakonija u Gustizzja 37).

- 1I-Kummissjoni Kultura (ara Kultura-Socjeta-Knisja 41).

- Il-Kummissjoni Djocesana Familja (ara Zwieg u Familja 45).

- II-Kummissjoni Djo¢esana Zghazagh — ri-organizzata fid-dawl tad-
dokument tas-Sinodu Adolexxenti u Zghazagh (ara spec¢jalment 17)

Dawn kollha hadmu fit-twettiq tas-Sinodu, skond il-kamp taghhom u
f’firxa wiesgha ta’ inizjattivi pastorali. Ghalhekk, ma’ kull struttura hemm
hidma 1i saret biex jitwettqu l-orjentamenti li ta s-Sinodu fl-ogsma ta’
formazzjoni, ambjent, gustizzja u paci, kultura, familja u adolexxenti/
zghazagh.

- Bdew jahdmu l-unitajiet pastorali ta’ ghadd ta’ parroc¢¢i migburin
flimkien (ara Vizjoni ta’ Knisja komunjoni 18)

- Gie ppubblikat id-dokument mitlub mis-Sinodu dwar is-sehem tal-
persuni b’dizabilita fil-hajja u fil-missjoni tal-Knisja, bl-isem Lejn
Knisja dejjem aktar inkluziva. Dan id-dokument joffri vizjoni cara
u proposti prattici kemm ghall-hidma fi-Arcidjocesi kif ukoll fil-
parrocci.
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Saru support groups ghall-persuni separati (ara Zwieg u Familja
34).

Sar ukoll tishih tal-kummissjonijiet parrokkjali halli I-operat pastorali
jista’ jsir ahjar fil-parrocci.

Saret ricerka mid-Discern dwar i¢-Censiment ta’ l-attendenza tal-
quddiesa tal-Hadd, u gew ippublikati r-rapporti li ged jahdmu fughom
il-parrocéi.

Saru diversi inizjattivi £’ parro¢¢i u fi knejjes £’ Malta ghal ¢elebrazzjoni
aktar hajja tal-quddiesa tal-Hadd, b’attenzjoni partikulari ghall-
familja, ghaz-zghazagh u ghat-tfal.

Dawn huma whud mill-ogsma ta’ hidma pastorali li saret bi twettiq ta’

dak

li 1-pjani pastorali kienu jindikaw ghall-Knisja f"Malta. Il-process ta’

ippjanar innifsu hu twettiq ta’ dak li talab is-Sinodu mill-Knisja f’Malta
(ara Vizjoni ta’ Knisja komunjoni 39). Bi thejjija ghall-Assemblea

Djo

¢esana, kull sena jinghata rapport bid-dettalji ta’ dak li jkun twettaq

fis-sena ta’ gabel.

2.2 Proposti li gqed jitwettqu bhalissa
Proprju f’dan iz-zmien, ged jitwettqu dawn il-proposti tas-Sinodu:
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It-twaqqif tal-Kummissjoni ghall-harsien tal-valuri fl-isport (ara Pjan
Pastorali 2007-2008, p. 25 ).

It-twaqqif tal-Kummissjoni Djoc¢esana Tfal (ara Pjan Pastorali 2007-
2008, p. 42)

Il-portal aggornat ta’ 1-Arcidjocesi (ara Pjan Pastorali 2007-2008, p.
25).

Servizz ta’ faith companions ghall-genituri 1i jitwildulhom trabi
b’dizabilita (ara Lejn Knisja dejjem aktar inkluziva 22-24).

"Tfassil ta’ Direttorju Liturgiku li jaghti linja-gwida gha¢-celebrazzjoni

tas-sagramenti skond id-dokument tas-Sinodu Liturgija u Sagramenti
(ara Pjan Pastorali 2007-2008, p. 37).

Linji-gwida dwar l-animazzjoni ahjar tal-quddiesa fuq it-televizjoni
u fuq ir-radju (ara Pjan Pastorali 2007-2008, p. 37).
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- Zvilupp ta’ numru ta’ counsellors mal-Moviment ta’ Kana biex il-
counselling jista’ jinfirex fil-parro¢éi kif mitlub mid-dokument Zwieg
u Familja (ara Pjan Pastorali 2007-2008, p. 43).

Hemm proposti ohra fid-dokumenti tas-Sinodu 1i ghad iridu jitwettqu,
ukoll jekk f’xi kazi minnhom ga bdiet hidma ghat-twettiq taghhom.

3. Riflessjonijiet

B’rizultat tal-hidma tal-Kummissjoni Implimentazzjoni Sinodu, wiehed

jista’ jinnota:

- Il-process ta’ ippjanar fl-Arc¢idjocesi issa hu wiehed kontinwu.

- Diversi proposti twettqu u ged jinvolvu aktar nies fil-hidma tal-Knisja
u ged jaghtu hajja gdida lil ogsma differenti tal-hajja pastorali.

- Saru sforzi ghal hidma flimkien u koordinata min-naha ta’ entijiet
differenti tal-Knisja.

- Dahal aktar is-sens ta’ accountability - li jinghata rendikont pastorali
1ill-Knisja kollha (bhalma jsir fl-Assemblea Djo¢esana u 1-Assemblej
Parrokkjali).

- F’¢erti ogsma, hemm iktar djalogu fis-socjeta u kontribut dwar issues
tal-mument.

- Inghatat aktar attenzjoni lill-formazzjoni f’diversi ogsma.

- Inholqu aktar ogsma ta’ solidarjeta.

3.3 Sfidi

II-Kummissjoni tara diversi sfidi ghat-twettiq tas-Sinodu. Fost dawn

irridu nsemmu:

- Koordinament tal-hidma pastorali, kemm fil-Knisja f’"Malta b’mod
generali (kongregazzjonijiet, ghaqdiet u movimenti, skejjel...) kif
ukoll b’'mod specifiku fis-segretarjati u kummissjonijiet djocesani.

- Vizjoni u mentalitd ta’ ippjanar pastorali.

- Formazzjoni pastorali mifruxa fuq livelli differenti.

- Strategija ta’ komunikazzjoni holistika ghall-Knisja f"Malta.

- L-impenn tal-Knisja fis-so¢jetd (djalogu, kontribut fuq issues
differenti) irid ikun aktar koordinat,

- Bzonn li nilhqu nies li mhumiex milhugin jew li tbieghdu mill-
komunita’, b’inizjattivi godda ta’ outreach.
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- Djalogu kostanti ma’ professjonisti.
- Impenn dejjem aktar qawwi fl-ogsma tal-familja u ta’ l-adolexxenti/
zghazagh.

4. Harsa ’l quddiem

II-Kummissjoni Implimentazzjoni Sinodu se tkompli tixpruna u tmexxi
’] quddiem it-twettiq tas-Sinodu f’diversi livelli, u tara li l-proposti li
hemm fid-dokumenti tas-Sinodu jkunu implimentati.

Matul dawn ix-xhur li ghaddew mill-bidu tal-hidma pastorali tieghu bhala

Arcéisqof ta’ Malta, Mons. Arc¢isqof Pawl Cremona O.P. ga wera b’mod
¢ar l-inkuraggiment u l-impenn shih tieghu ghat-twettiq tas-Sinodu.

552



STQARRIJIET OHRA MILL-KURJA

Solennita tal-Konsagrazzjoni tal-Katidral

1I-Kapitlu Metropolitan se jicCelebra s-solennitd tal-Konsagrazzjoni tal-
Katidral ta’ San Pawl, fl-Imdina, nhar il-Hadd u t-Tnejn, 7 u 8 ta’ Ottubru.
II-Hadd, 7 ta’ Ottubru jkun hemm Ghasar Kantat fil-5.00pm, Ruzarju fil-
5.30pm, u Quddiesa fis-6.00pm. It-Tnejn, 8 ta’ Ottubru jkun hemm Quddiesa
fid-9.00am, Ruzarju fil-5.30pm, u Ghasar u Konéelebrazzjoni Pontifikali
mmexxija minn Mons. Arc¢isqof Pawl Cremona OP fis-6.00p.m.

Il-Katidral ta’ 1-Imdina gie kkonsagrat fit-8 ta’ Ottubru 1702. Ghal
mijiet ta’ snin, il-Katidral kien il-parro¢¢a wahdanija ta’ Malta, flimkien
mal-knisja z-zghira li hemm il-Birgu. Il-bini tal-Katidral ttella’ fi Zmien
in-Normanni. Wara t-terremot ta’ Jannar 1693, il-Katidral rega’ nbena
mill-gdid fuq disinn ta’ Lorenzo Gafa.

1 ta’ Ottubru 2007
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Seminars dwar ghajnuna lil familji b'persuni b'dizabbilta

Il-Kummissjoni Djocesana Persuni b’Dizabilit, bil-kollaborazzjoni ta’ 1-
Istitut ta’ Formazzjoni Pastorali u s-Segretarjat tal-Katekezi se torganizza
erba’ seminars biex jghinu u jaghtu sapport lil dawk il-familji jew single
mothers li jkun se jkollhom jew li ghandhom tarbija b’dizabilita.

L-ewwel seminar se jsir nhar it-Tlieta, 16 ta’ Ottubru 2007, fil-Kurja ta’
1-Ar¢isqof, Floriana, fil-5.30 p.m. It-tliet seminars l-ohrajn se jsiru fit-23
ta’ Ottubru, 30 ta’ Ottubru, u 6 ta’ Novembru fl-istess post, fis-5.45pm.

Is-seminars se jsiru biex dawk l-individwi li jixtiequ li jkunu involuti,
ikunu mharrga u preparati tajjeb biex jaghtu sapport lill-familji ta’ persuni
b’dizabilitd. Wara s-seminars jitwaqqaf grupp li se jissejjah Faith & Life
Companion, biex jaghti appogg lil dawn il-familji.

Fl-ewwel seminar se jkun hemm tliet tahditiet dwar kif il-Professjoni
Medika, Alla u I-Komunita’ Civili jaraw il-persuna b’dizabilita.

Fit-tieni seminar jigi trattat is-suggett, ‘Ghaliex ghandha titwieled tarbija
b’dizabilita?’. Ikun hemm ukoll esperjenzi, tahdita dwar ir-rwol tas-Social
Worker lill-persuna b’dizabilita u l-familja, u workshops.

Fit-tielet seminar ikun hemm tahdita dwar x’hajja u gejjieni jkollha
quddiemha tarbija b’dizabiltd, esperjenzi, tahdita dwar ir-rwol tal-midwife
lill-persuna b’dizabilitd u I-familja, u workshops.

Fl-ahhar seminar ikun hemm tahditiet dwar ir-rwol tal-lajéi fil-Knisja,
x’appogg u x’servizzi ghandhom joffru d-Djocesi u l-Parrocci, il-
process tat-trawma u 1-fejqan, u s-servizz li jipprovdi 1-Istat lill-persuni
b’dizabilitd u 1-familji. Is-seminars huma indirizzati 1-izjed ghal social
workers, ghalliema, facilitators, nurses u midwives, genituri b’esperjenza
ta’ persuni b’dizabilitd, counsellors, u persuni li jridu jghinu lil min ged
isofri.

11 ta’ Ottubru 2007
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Rapport dwar is-Seminar dwar iz-Zwieg Civili

Malta geghda tinbidel.

Il-Catholic Enquiry Centre (C.E.C.) joffri s-servizzi tieghu
A. Fatti /

L-ghadd ta’ zwigijiet ta’ Maltin ma’ Maltin u ta’ Maltin ma’
Barranin kontratti ¢ivilment fis-sena li ghaddiet (2006) tela’ ghal 302
jew 20% taz-zwigijiet fil-Knisja.

L-ghadd ta’ ulied imwielda barra z-zwieg fl-istess sena (2006)
tela’ ghal 899 jew 30%.

92% ta’ l-ulied imwielda minn ommijiet taht 1-20 sena kienu tfal
minn ommijiet mhux mizzewgin.

In-nazzjonalita tan-nisa barranin, mhux kattoli¢i, mizzewgin ma’
rgiel Maltin u 1i saru jew se jsiru ommijiet ta’ tfal Maltin tvarja, izda
I-ghadd taghhom qieghed dejjem jizdied.

B. II-C.E.C.u z-zwigijiet mal-Barranin

II-Kummissjoni Emigranti, li kienet dejjem sensittiva ghall-htigiet
tal-mument, meta beda jizdied in-numru ta’ tfajliet Maltin li bdew
jizzewgu ma’ barranin, hadet hsieb torganizza Korsijiet ta’ thejjija
ghaz-zwieg ta’ dawn it-tfajliet. Mal-medda taz-zmien, anke guvintur -
Maltin bdew jizzewgu ma’ tfajliet barranin, u ghalhekk bdew isiru
korsijiet ghalihom ukoll.

Fl-ahhar laqgha tal-Kors jinghatalhom certifikat ta’ 1-attendenza
biex jigi pprezentat il-Kurja u jigu mgharrfa 1i DAR L-EMIGRANT
huwa 1-post fejn ghandhom jirrikorru £°xi bzonn jew diffikultajiet li
jistghu jiltagghu maghhom ’1 quddiem.

Wara jigu mistiedna jattendu ghall-PRE-NUPTIAL talks flimkien
mal-partner barrani, u li fihom il-parti Barranija jinghatalbha taghrif
dwar iz-zwieg nisrani u d-dmirijiet tal-parti Maltija, spe¢jalment fejn
tidhol it-trobbija tat-tfal.
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C. Servizzi
L-Uffi¢¢ju tal-Catholic Enquiry Centre

- jghin lil dawk li jixtiequ jikkonvalidaw iz-zwieg taghhom u jhejju
rwiehhom ghaz-zwieg Sagramenta;

- ifittex 1i johloq relazzjonijiet tajba ma’ dawk mizzewgin ¢ivilment
u li ghal xi raguni ma jistghux jizzewgu bil-Knisja u jitkellem
maghhom dwar il-maghmudija u trobbija tajba ta’ uliedhom;

- ifittex johloq relazzjoni tajba man-nisa li jkollhom ulied barra
z-zwieg u jara kif jista’ jghinhom jghammdu lil uliedhom;

- jiehu hsieb ukoll iz-zwigijiet tar-refugjati kemm dawk ta’
Kattoli¢i, Ortodossi kif ukoll ta’ religjonijiet ohra;

- jghin lil I-Kristjani (Ortodossi, Kopti) jezercitaw il-prattika

religjuza taghhom;
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- izomm ir-registrazzjoni taz-zwigijiet bejn koppji Ortodossi u
tal-maghmudijiet ta’ uliedhom kif ukoll tal-maghmudijiet 1i jsiru
fil-Knisja Ortodossa

- iwettaq ukoll kull hidma socjali ohra soc¢jali mal-Maltin 1i jkunu
jehtiegu certifikati mill-Knejjes fejn izzewwgu jew tghammdu u li
jixtiequ jibnu kuntatt ma’ xi qraba barra minn Malta.

D. Taghlim tal- Katekizmu

II-C.E.C. jorganizza lezzjonijiet fuq bazi ‘one to one” ghal dawk
1i jixtiequ taghrif dwar il-Knisja Kattolika u biex ihaddnuha.

Dan l-interess hu aktarx frott ta’ zwieg ma’ parti Kattolika, ta’
hbiberija ma’ Maltin u ta’ezempji tajba.

Il-bi¢¢a 1-kbira jkunu rakkomandati mill-Kappillan jew xi
sacerdot.

I¢-Cerimoniji jsiru fil-privat jew fil-pubbliku skond kif wiehed
jixtieq.

Gew stampati kotba apposta ta’ thejjija ghall-Maghmudija u Talb
u tac-Cerimonji tar-‘Reception into the Church’, Grizma ta’ 1-Isqof
u Zwieg.
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Isiru lagghat ta’preparazzjoni ghall-genituri refugjati li jkunu
jridu jghammdu t-trabi taghhom kemm fil-Knisja Kattolika u kif
ukoll dik Ortodossa.

Jigu mhejjija ghas-Sagrament tal-Grizma ta’ 1-Isqof il-Kattolici
Barranin li jizzewwgu Maltin.

Isiru wkoll lezzjonijiet ghal ulied I-emigranti Maltin li jKunu
jixtiequ jircievu I-Ewwel Tqarbina u 1-Grizma ta’ 1-Isqof fi Zzmien
iz-zjarat taghhom lil grabathom hawn Malta.

II-C.E.C. jiehu hsieb iqassam kopji tal-Bibbja b’diversi lingwi.

E. Proposti konkreti

- 1i1-Gvern jintalab jistudja I-possibilita li jigu organizzati tahditiet
ta’ thejjija ghaz-zwieg ghal Maltin li jaghzlu li jizzZewwgu
¢ivilment, ma’ Maltin ohra u ma’ Barranin;

- li fi hdan il-Kummissjoni Djoc¢esana Familja jkun hemm
rapprezentant tal-CEC u li f’kull Kummissjoni Parrokkjali Familja
jkun hemm persuna dedikata ghas-servizz ta’ dawk li qeghdin
jehixu flimkien barra s-Sagrament taz-zwieg, u ta’ wliedhom;

- 1 s-Segreterija Pastorali tigi mitluba torganizza studju dwar it-

twaqqif tal-Ministeri Straordinarji, fosthom dak tal-CEC.

Catholic Enquire Centre
Dar 1-Emigrant, Valletta
17 ta’ Ottubru 2007
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Konferenza dwar Zwigijiet b'sahhithom

II-Moviment ta’ Kana, flimkien mal-Caritas u I—Kummissjoni Djocesana
Familja, ged jorganizzaw Konferenza Nazzjonali dwar zwigijiet
b’sahhithom, nhar is-Sibt, 27 ta’ Ottubru 2007, fl-Iskola Santa Monika,
Gzira, mid-9.00am sas-1.00pm.

Fil-Konferenza se jigi pprezentat studju li ged isir minn DISCERN, l-istitut
ta’ 1-Arcidjocesi ghal ricerka dwar is-sinjali taz-zminijiet, fuq dak li ged
isir u li jista’ jsir mill-Knisja, 1-Istat, is-Soc¢jeta Civili u ogsma ohrajn
biex jghinu fit-theggig ta’ zwigijiet b’sahhithom fil-Gzejjer Maltin.

Dr. Samantha Callan, mistiedna mir-Renju Unit, se titkellem fuq x’jghin
jew ifixkel zwieg b’sahhtu. Dr. Callan hija membru tal-Kumitat tal-
Konferenza ta’ 1-Isqfijiet Kattolici ta’ 1-Ingilterra u Wales dwar iz-zwieg
u l-hajja tal-familja. Dr. Callan hija meqjusa bhala persuna ta’ awtorita
dwar policies 1i jiffavorixxu 1-familja.

Kulhadd hu mistieden jattendi.

22 ta’ Ottubru 2007
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National Conference on Healthy Marriages
Dr Samantha Callan's presentation at the University

Does the present warrant a future to marriage?

Introduction

Back home I am a bit of a rare breed — an academic who is convinced
that well- functioning marriage is fundamental to the success of Britain
and Europe. I'll explain in more detail why I think that and why this is
so unusual.

Firstly however, let me set the scene a little as to the most recent
changes in the UK political climate with regard to marriage and family
life. Going back to 1997, we had an incoming Labour government who
quickly established the eradication of child poverty as a key long-term
goal. In common with much of the rest of Europe they chose to avoid
the question “what is best, cohabitation or marriage” and to be almost
exclusively concerned with how best to support families, particularly
in their efforts to raise children, regardless of the marital status of
their parents (Kiernan 2004:980). However, at times this reluctance
to adjudicate between different types of relationship has threatened to
collapse and the result has been dissent in government and incoherence
in policy (Durham 2001).

The wording of key government documents, such as the 1998 Supporting
Families consultation paper, was changed to lay stress on stability, not
marriage, for the upbringing of children. Fearful of losing the support of
middle England, the Blair government has created a family policy which
is both ambitious and ambiguous, but its ultimate refusal to ‘discriminate’
in favour of marriage means it is in danger of overlooking an area of
social life with significant implications for children’s wellbeing. The
Children’s Commissioner for England, Professor Sir Al Aynsley Green,
said recently “The most important cause of unhappiness in children is
the threat of family breakdown” and yes, 28% of children in England
and Wales will experience their parents’ divorce before they are 16. But
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the answer is not to avoid marriage. In the UK, as in other countries in
Europe, cohabiting couples are far more likely to split up and the trend
towards the separation of marriage and parenthood has become a far
greater driver of breakdown. 1 in 2 cohabiting parents split before their
child is 5, compared to 1 in 12 marrieds. Putting it another way, three-
quarters of all family breakdown involving children under 5 is due to
the collapse of cohabiting relationships.

I met the head of our then Prime Minister, Tony Blair’s policy unit 2 and
a half years ago and he said that in the early days of the new government
a lot of pro-marriage policies had been discussed but were rejected by the
older women especially in the cabinet. They had grown up through the
sixties, considered it a good thing that the normative power of marriage
had declined and would not support policies that acknowledged its
benefits. At the time of our meeting there was, the policy adviser said,
no group lobbying the government on the subject of marriage. All three
of our main political parties were caught in a classic policy dilemma
“how can government promote family stability without undermining lone
parent families and, conversely, how can government support lone parents
without undermining family stability.” Compared to Europe we have
very high rates of lone parenthood. SLIDE The problem with the policy
paralysis we have been caught in is that very little is done to support the
couple relationship in general because if a government is serious about
giving people good information about how to sustain a relationship, they
would have to admit that marriage makes a difference.

It is worth looking very quickly at what the family policy theorists
say about such dilemmas. Bogenschneider states that “In controversial
arenas, some politicians polarize issues by casting them in simplistic
either-or terms yet these political characterizations are often inaccurate
and frequently generate ‘more heat than light, more politics than
policies, more slogans than solutions’”. To overcome this polarization
and break the policy making impasse, she draws on the concept of true
paradox —two ideas or principles that seem, on first blush, irreconcilable
with each other but prove, on closer scrutiny, simultaneously valid. Two
virtually opposite yet valid policy goals can be developed by reasonable,
well-meaning people and can be pursued simultaneously. Policy makers
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should welcome and embrace these contradictory solutions, because more
solutions typically mean better, not worse, policies.

Last year I was given the opportunity to help break the UK out of this
paralysis that family policy seems to be stuck in when I was asked to be
a senior member of the Social Justice Policy Group. This was one of the
many Policy commissions set up by the leader of the opposition, David
Cameron, in Jan 2006 to develop policy recommendations for the next
Conservative Party manifesto. This group looked at five “pathways to
poverty” one of which was family breakdown. I was responsible for this
section of the research and the final report. We also looked at educational
failure, economic dependence, serious personal debt and addiction.

The policy group consulted as widely as possible and held 3,000 hours of
public hearings and received submissions from over 2,000 organisations.
We traveled all over the country to speak to as many people as possible
as well as overseas to see how other countries have been tackling these
problems. I am not a member of the Conservative Party or indeed any
political party, I’m an independent academic, with a background in social
anthropology and a doctorate in cultural change. So why did I accept? 1
saw it as a key step to make marriage and prevention of family breakdown
an acceptable subject in public policy terms and a way of influencing
the government by making sure the opposition talked about marriage in
a constructive, research-based way. One of our underlying arguments
was that we need a cultural change in the nation, to get aggressive about
dealing with family breakdown but NOT with those caught up in it. All
political parties should prioritise it - but turning a tide, changing a culture
is very hard work!

Our first report, which came out in December last year, refused to
be drawn into straight forward cause and effect ie. to say that family
breakdown causes poverty, educational failure or crime or vice versa.
But the correlations between educational failure, serious personal debt,
crime and addiction are undeniable. Three quarters of young offenders
describe their educational attainment as nil, the same proportion are from
lone-parent families. Our polling showed that if you are not brought up
in a 2-parent family you are 75% more likely to fail at school, 40% more
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likely to have serious personal debt , 70% more likely to be a drug addict
and 40% more likely to have alcohol problems.

But I am getting ahead of myself: What are the social trends we are
currently living in and do they give grounds for optimism or not? Very
simply, and as many of you will know, the following statements pretty
much sum up what is happening across Europe:

People in general are having

Fewer children, later in life

Fewer and later marriages, more marital breakdown

There is a marked increase in non-marital unions, and children born
outside marriage

Smaller households

More living alone

Striking rise in number of children living with one parent

Fall in the number of couples with children

We are seeing a combination of forces which are resulting in the ageing
of some life- transitions. Ageing societies also show an increase of age
at first marriage and at remarriage, at leaving the parental home, at
first childbirth. Individuals themselves are choosing to delay many of
those transitions which demonstrate a commitment to full adulthood
— full economic independence from parents, formal adult union through
marriage or committed long-term cohabitation, and parenting. We’re
seeing a shift from a high-mortality/high-fertility society to a low-
mortality/low-fertility society.

But The Oxford Institute of Ageing suggests that perhaps the major
impact on 21st century European families is rapidly changing trends in
marriage. Marriage rates are falling across Europe, though at varying
pace.

Table 1 illustrates the development in crude marriage rates' from 1960 to

the year 2000 in the European Union. In terms of a European pattern in the
development of marriage rates, the overall trend has been one of declining
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rates for most of the period with a modest upturn in some countries in
the latter years while the rest of the countries continue their decline in
crude marriage rates. It is interesting to note that in 1960, Germany had
the highest EU crude marriage rate standing at 9.5 per 1000 with Ireland
having the lowest at 5.5 per 1000. By the end of the century, Denmark
had the highest rate at 7.2 per 1000 with Greece having the lowest at 4.3
per 1000. By comparison, in the year 2000, Germany’s rate had fallen
to 5.1 per 1000 while Ireland’s was almost back at its 1960 level. For
those countries experiencing a modest upturn in rates at the end of the
century, the rates leveled off in the mid 1990°s for all countries except
Denmark where the lowest level had been in 1980. In the UK., crude
marriage rates have been falling since the early 1970’s and fell by 3-4%
per annum during this period (Murphy and Wang, 1999) with a fall from
330,000 first marriages in 1961, to 200,000 in 1997.

Crude marriage rates are of course strongly affected by the demographics
of the population in question. A measure of marriage which avoids these
problems is the so-called total first marriage rate, which expresses the
probability of first marriage for a person if that person passes through
his/her life conforming to the age-specific first marriage rates of a given
year. The rate refers to a synthetic cohort and is the sum of the age-
specific first marriage rates in a particular year (generally up to age 49),
and can therefore exceed 1.0 in years of strong progression of the number
of marriages, although it is excluded that a person can contract more than
one marriage. Total female first marriage rates for the countries of the
European Union for the period 1960-2000 are shown in table 2. Trends
in the total female first marriage rates are similar to that seen for the
crude marriage rates with declining rates for all countries (with a little
variation across countries in the onset of the decline) and with a modest
upturn at the end of the century for some countries.

Turning to the question of age, the graph shown highlights only five
countries but Eurobarometer data indicates that although marriage (among
25-34 year olds) is most popular in the southern European countries of
Greece and Portugal, this is much less the case in the other southern
European countries of Italy and Spain, which have low proportions in
marital unions and the highest proportions of single people. In the Nordic
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countries as well as in France, cohabitation is more popular than marriage
at these ages whereas marriage is seemingly more popular in countries
such as Austria, the Netherlands, Great Britain, and Luxembourg.

Unmarried cohabitation is increasing at all adult ages with individuals
marrying later and being increasingly less likely to remarry following
divorce. However, the rates of unmarried cohabitation vary widely
from over 20% in Sweden to between 1-5% in Southern European
countries. Similarly births to unmarried cohabitees vary from over 50%
of all births in Sweden and Latvia to single figures in Greece and Italy.
Britain appears to sit somewhere between our Scandinavian and Southern
European counterparts in terms of rates of cohabitation and unmarried
parenthood.

The rise in divorce rates has been very pronounced in Europe since the
1960s although it is leveling off at a high level in the UK. Still, Gonzalez’
data indicates that the United Kingdom has topped or come close to
topping the European table of divorce rate rankings for several decades.
When demographers have looked at those who have experienced parental
divorce (compared with those who did not), across all nations they are
more likely to form partnerships and to become parents at a young age;
they are more likely to opt for cohabitation over marriage; they are less
likely to have their first child within marriage; and their own partnerships
and marriages are in turn more likely to terminate.

Sigle-Rushton et al say that “Some theories of divorce suggest negative
associations should decrease over time (as divorce becomes more common
selection hypotheses suggest that the average child of a divorced family
would come from a less troubled family. Liberalisation of divorce laws
and greater reliance on mediation are likely to have reduced family
conflict and stress, as well as the stigma of divorce) but associations of
divorce and subsequent indicators of disadvantage re remarkably stable
over the period considered (which analysed life course data from children
born in 1958 and 1970.)

Divorce rates are very concerning but the greater likelihood that
cohabitation will break down is even more so. Writing in the prestigious
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journal, Demography, Daniel Lichter concludes that the common view
of cohabitation as a stepping stone to marriage, needs to be “seriously
questioned” because so many live-in couples split up. He says it is more
accurate to see cohabitation now as simply an “intense form of dating”
unlikely to lead to the altar (SC 1) and serial cohabitation may be an
emerging norm.

His research was undertaken in America but mirrors the experience of
Britain, where the average length of cohabitations is less than two years
and where only four per cent last more than 10. Within five years of
the birth of a child, eight per cent of married couples in Britain split
up, compared to 52 per cent of cohabitees and 25 per cent of those who
marry after the birth. The Cornell University study reported that half of
all cohabiting unions ended within a year and 90 per cent within five
years, mostly because couples broke up.

Cohabitation is obviously closely connected with extra-marital
childbearing, but also with entry into lone parenthood, because of these
breakup rates. These slides show births outside marriage have increased
significantly in all European countries since 1980. (Point out Malta) (SC
2) In the mid-90s, eminent sociologists! predicted that, just as during the
1960s divorce eclipsed death as the primary cause of lone motherhood,
by the end of the century divorce would be eclipsed by the increase in
childbearing by the never-married.

But what are the consequences of those social trends, do they really
matter? I’m going to concentrate on Britain because a) we have such
pronounced problems arising from our demography and b) instead of
treating these trends away from stable marriage as inevitable we are
finally beginning to say ‘something has to be done’. In the UK we are
facing a future with lower marriage rates and a much greater likelihood
that children will not grow up with both their parents — and we don’t
like the way this has already contributed to the wear and tear on the
fabric of our society.

I Kiernan, Land and Lewis
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Looking at it from the point of view of children and putting it very
simply, less marriage means more family breakdown, Children living
in divided families are less likely to succeed at school, avoid crime,
poverty and abuse and family breakdown is often at the root of a bigger
package of disadvantage from which children struggle to emerge. Equality
of opportunity is a key principle of social justice but whether a child’s
parents are married, cohabiting or not living together at all, tends to have
a huge influence on outcomes. (In the UK) Unmarried parents are mostly
younger parents in more socially disadvantaged groups who often have
partners and children from previous relationships.

Family breakdown is a legacy. Girls born to teenage mothers are about
twice as likely to become teenage mothers themselves. Many have
never known a father’s love in anything other than a fleeting way.
Sexual encounters come early, momentarily tempering the longing for
attention and affection, but often regretted. Unplanned pregnancies give
many, very young mothers the chance to create the sense of family they
never knew, but often repeat the cycle of deprivation. 26% of all British
children (around 2.3 million children) are currently living in lone parent
households and nearly 1 in 6 babies is born in a home with no father
- yet research shows the critical importance of the presence of a dad in
a child’s life.

An NSPCC study into child maltreatment found that children who’d
experienced frequent changes in family structure were especially
vulnerable to abuse. Those who had grown up in lone parent or broken
families were between three to six times more likely to have suffered
serious abuse. Children on the ‘at-risk’ register are eight times more
likely to be living with a natural mother and ’father substitute’.? A recent
US study found that children living with unrelated adults were nearly
50 times as likely to die of inflicted injuries than children living with 2
biological parents.

2 ....compared with the national distribution for similar social classes

566



DOKUMENTI MILL-KURJA

Family breakdown dramatically raises the risk of domestic violence — the
single biggest predictor of domestic violence is being a separated woman.
Women are also hit much harder financially. After a marital split women
are on average 18% worse off, and men 2% better off - they often have
less financial commitment to the children. At the same time as coping with
economic hardship, many have to comfort hurt, confused and often angry
children whilst struggling with their own severely bruised self-esteem.
But it’s not just women who suffer. Divorced men attempt suicide five
times more often than married men.”

The economy suffers: My policy group estimated that it costs British
society £20-24bn per annum (13.5bn — 15bn MTL). Understandably lone
parents are eight times as likely to live in a workless household (ie. to
be almost completely dependent on social security benefits) as couples
with children — we have the highest rate of children living in workless
households in Europe. Single parents in other countries, such as Nordic
countries, who tend not to experience such high levels of disadvantage,
tend to be older than in the UK. Therefore they tend to have careers,
higher income, and a wider life experience than the UK. They are less
likely to lack physical and emotional resources. Lone parents have twice as
much risk of experiencing persistent low income as couples with children
therefore their children are at far greater risk of being in poverty.

Family breakdown increases the risk of crime. 70% of young offenders
are from lone parent families. Parenting style is also very important but
children of separated families are twice as likely to have behavioural
problems and turn to drugs, smoking and heavy drinking.
Recombined families or step-families are the most rapidly growing
family type. Doesn’t this mean that children can still benefit from
having two parents, even if one is not biological? Although many
stepfamilies do provide a loving and stable environment for the
upbringing of children, it is an understatement to say that such families
tend to face extra stresses and strains and are more likely to break
up. Children living in stepfamilies are three times more likely to run
away from home than children living with both their natural parents.
25% of all youngsters living in stepfamilies run away before they
are 16, many are younger than 11.
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However, it is clear when looking at UK data that marriage is still the
majority choice and is less likely to lead to family breakdown. 64%
of families with dependent children are headed by a married couple. Six
out of seven couples are married and 55% of marriages last a lifetime.
Two thirds of first marriages stay the course. Recent research on marriage
reported that participants felt that being married was an important part
of their life and identity, but society in general did not value marriage to
the same extent as they did. Marriage was perceived as an act of great
symbolic importance and a public statement of commitment.

Married people live longer, are paid higher wages, and are healthier and
happier. Most adults and young people aspire to marriage. When MORI
asked which lifestyle adults would most prefer, only 4% chose being
unmarried with a partner and children, while 68% chose being married
and with children. In terms of health, the researchers Prior and Hayes
looked at which kinds of people were being hospitalised and since 1981
they found a dramatic increase in bed occupancy among men aged 25-44:
they are showing signs of greater vulnerability to ill-health and Prior and
Hayes attributed this to the lack of social support they were now getting
through later and non-marriage, saying that the resultant social isolation is
a key factor. Finally, marriage provides a meaningful and beneficial life
script, especially for men. People tend to enter into it with far more of
an orientation towards the future than if they are just cohabiting. When
young men become fathers and their children rely on them, depend on
them, it becomes imperative to find and keep work, to kick bad habits,
to develop a greater sense of responsibility. One devastating effect of the
decline of marriage has been the increase in fatherlessness.

It has been argued that marriage is not the business of the state but due
to what has been termed “the erosion of the traditional nexus between
marriage and childbearing” our more informal, more fragile relationships
leave many children in the position where they are not dependent on their
fathers but on the Welfare state.

These issues are very complex but social policy has to take a helicopter

view and make difficult decisions to set the right direction of travel.
A specialist at Washington DC’s Centre for Law and Social Policy,
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Theodora Ooms, cites 4 reasons why marriage should be on a family
policy agenda

1. Married men live longer are happier and healthier

2. Married fathers are more likely to be involved with children because
the father’s relationship to the child, more than the mother’s, is tied to
the quality of his relationship to the child’s mother

3. Children do well economically, socially and psychologically if
biological parents have a strong conflict-free marriage

4. Economic impacts- married people work harder, save more and
accumulate more wealth

She concludes that we need social policies that create the social conditions
that parents need, decent wages and benfits etc but we also need policies
which encourage married parenthood. It is for reasons like the ones she
has cited above that I am convinced that there is a future for marriage,
even though the trends seem to be going in the wrong direction.

It is precisely because countries like the US and, more belatedly the UK,
are saying “enough is enough, we are sick, as a society of the fallout
from unchecked family breakdown.” The idea that intervening in some
way to prevent family breakdown is symptomatic of a ‘nanny state’ is
becoming an indefensible excuse and for the main reason that states which
do nothing end up having to carry out the functions that the family was
always better equipped to do. When children have to be taken into local
authority care in the UK their lives usually take a turn for the worse.
Our government spends nearly 25,000 lire on each child, a staggering
total of over 1.5 billion lire per annum. Yet just 1% of care leavers go
to university, between a third and a half of homeless people were in care
and children in care are four times more likely to suffer mental health
problems. The majority of these children have been abused or neglected
but 8% of our children in care are there because there are just no related
adults to look after them. Perhaps there was only one parent who was
estranged from her family and she died in a car accident.

The breakdown of the family, the best social support mechanism there
is is becoming an ever more pressing issue. It is so pressing that we
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have begun to break out of the policy paralysis I mentioned earlier. A
couple of weeks ago a very senior cabinet minister admitted that there
was a moral case for recognizing marriage in the tax system. There is
some concern that our current government which has been in power
now for ten years has run out of ideas and it has begun to adopt those
of the Opposition. When it comes to family issues the only appropriate
attitude has to be “here they are, come and get them, we’ll even help you
implement them as long as you don’t shy away from the most important
premise to them all which is that committed, well functioning marriage
makes a difference.”

I want to conclude by doing what anyone who deals in demography should
really aim for, that is to inject a sense of history into the popular and
political debate on marriage and the family. From 1600 to the late 19t
century Western Europe was unusual in its marriage patterns. Marriage
was late over that period, certainly in rural areas men were 27 or 28 and
women were slightly younger. Marriage, unlike in other societies was
non-mandatory. Before 1800 10% of adults never married and in the late
19" century that figure rose to 20%. There have been spikes in unmarried
births at different points in history such as early in the 19 century. The
historian Stephanie Coontz puts it like this “I have spent much of my
career as a historian explaining to people that many things that seem new
in family life are actually quite traditional. Two-provider families, for
example, were the norm through most of history. Stepfamilies were more
numerous in much of history than they are today. Divorce was higher in
Malaysia during the 1940s and 1950s than it is today in the United States.
Even same-sex marriage, though comparatively rare, has been accepted
in some cultures under certain conditions. I still believe that when it
comes to any particular practice or variation on marriage, there is really
nothing new under the sun. But when we look at the larger picture, it is
clear that the social role and mutual relationship of marriage, divorce,
and singlehood in the contemporary world is qualitatively different from
anything to be found in the past. Almost any separate way of organizing
family life has been tried by some society at some point in time. But
the coexistence in one society of so many alternative ways of doing all
of these different things—and the comparative legitimacy accorded to
many of them—has never been seen before.”
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That is what is new and what has to be challenged, the notion that
all family forms are equally valid. Glenn and Sylvester contend that
governments have to draw a distinction between supporting all kinds of
families and supporting people in all kinds of families.

However marriage cannot be treated as a ‘magic bullet’ for family stability.
In all relationships, modern values, new opportunities and expectations,
and the equalisation of career aspirations of men and women have led
to less definite gender roles within the home. This can lead to significant
stress even where there is no social disadvantage. However where there
is poverty, educational failure, drug addiction etc there may be significant
barriers to durable relationships such as poor mental health.

My policy group did not just recommend that the government support
marriage through the tax system but also that significant resources be
poured into the treatment of mental health problems for adults and
children and that their whole families’ needs be taken into account. We
also drew up a system of state-funded relationship support which would
operate through a voucher system. Rather than one or two large providers
delivering marriage, parenting and marriage preparation services, the
intention was to provide significant amounts of money for the voluntary
sector, that is for providers like the Cana Movement.

I was interested to see the high levels of social acceptance there is for
marriage preparation in this country. According to Professor Vassallo’s
research, over 85% of Maltese consider Cana marriage preparation to be
necessary, whereas in Britain, it has been estimated that only 1% of people
go through marriage preparation. The figure is higher when weddings
have been conducted in church and churches provide the overwhelming
majority of the marriage preparation in the UK. However foremost
researcher on Christian trends, Peter Brierley concludes that only 7.5
percent of the adult population attended church and well under half of
people want to get married in a church building. Essentially in the UK,
and possibly in other countries, people do not turn readily to the church
for help and, in addition, there is still a stigma attached to asking for
relationship education or support.
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The UK thinktank Demos states that to tackle the stigma around asking
for relationship support, the dominant cultural model of marriage — that
it is based on romantic love — needs to be countered. GB Shaw described
marriage as an institution that brings together two people ‘under the
influence of the most violent, most insane, most delusive, and most
transient of passions. They are required to swear that they will remain
in that excited, abnormal, & exhausting condition continuously until
death do them part.’

Demos continue: “The reality is that good quality relationships need work,
patience and self-awareness. Fostering longterm relationships — particularly
when they involve children — is a complex and skilled job that requires
people to learn new skills and approaches to living with others.”

So where does this leave the question we started with? Marriage is hard
to sustain over the life-course but, I believe we can make it seem less like
pushing water up hill if we do all we can to foster a pro-marriage culture.
I want the final word to go to the Canadian Professor Dan Cere who
writes so eloquently on the sheer survivability of marriage. HE says:

Can this ancient conjugal tradition leave its new subversive competitors
in the dust of postmodern history? This rugged tradition has weathered
numerous tough historical challenges. It’s probably naive to underestimate
the ability of this dangerously cunning & primordial competitor to adapt
to its new environment.

SC 1 Last year Britain’s most eminent family law judge said Labour
had done nothing but undermine the institution of marriage.
Urging new state support to encourage couples to marry, Dame
Elizabeth Butler-Sloss said the “sad fact” was that the Government
had failed to help married couples and accused ministers of
“downgrading the status of marriage”.

She said tax incentives to marry had been stripped away and
lamented that couples were now better off financially if they
lived together without a wedding.
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Critics say that since Labour came to power in 1997 official
policy has maintained that all lifestyles and family structures
are equally good.

Labour had abolished the married couple’s allowance, the last
tax break for married couples, and introduced tax credits that
favoured single mothers over couples. It had also adopted a
policy of removing the very word marriage from official forms
and documents.

There are more than two million cohabiting couples in England
and Wales, three-quarters of whom have children, and according
to Civitas, the Right-of-centre think-tank, cohabiting relationships
are fragile by definition.

Both men and women in cohabiting relationships were more likely
to be unfaithful to their partners than married people, it said.

More and more research is coming out Cohabitants also had
more health problems than married people, “probably because
cohabitants put up with behaviour in their partners which
husbands and wives would discourage, particularly regarding
smoking, alcohol and substance abuse”.

Now, despite the increasing rejection of the centrality of marriage
within modern life, the health benefits of marriage have been
consistently confirmed in both national and international research.
The researchers Prior and Hayes looked at which kinds of people
were being hospitalised and they found a dramatic increase in
bed occupancy among men aged 25-44: they are showing signs
of greater vulnerability to ill-health and they attributed this to the
lack of social support they were now getting through later and
non-marriage, saying that, p138 Since 1981 the most vulnerable
men are those who have never married, social isolation is a key
factor, marriage provides a support system.

26 October 2007
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Building a pro-Marriage Culture across Europe

I was asked to speak today about the fact that notwithstanding the rates of
divorce and separation healthy and united marriages do exist in England
and Europe today.

I was delighted to be asked to speak about this, to be able to launch off
from such a positive starting point. The psychologist Dr Janet Reibstein
refers to the fact that life-long fulfilling relationships do exist, as ‘The
Best Kept Secret’. For the people she studied, “Being in a marriage-
like partnership is the central, transformational and ever-replenishing
relationship of their lives.” Her latest book, of the same name, describes
in great detail many different relationship stories and those of us who
have been married for some time (Paul and I are coming up to the 20
year mark) will recognize how she sums up the approach of one long-
term couple, “instead of perfect contentment, they strive for pragmatic,
imperfect solutions”. She claims that “every individual love story today
pivots around the same conundrums: the tension between individual
freedom and commitment, the task of regenerating mutual interest and
desire in the teeth of predictability and routine, the need for security
and stability against the push for novelty and the sheer difficulty of the
economy of time and energy for each other within 2 complex lives. All
these over increasingly long lives.”

Over two decades ago Burgess (1981:179) observed that “we tend to
have an idealised conception of marriage and the family. It is often
portrayed as a romantic and intimate oasis. In reality, it is often an intimate
battleground. Mutual investment in one another generates its own risks
and pains.” Many find it hard to keep taking these risks and the pains
can seem too great to bear. There are many reasons why partnerships
end but a high-divorce society itself brings pressures on longevity. There
often seems to be little incentive to keep going when close friends, whose
weddings we went to, have called it a day, moved on, found the person
who really makes them happy.
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I do rowing marathons, or to be more accurate, quarter marathons. I met
someone at my gym who does full rowing marathons, that’s 42, 000
meters, in order to raise money for a charity called the Ectopic Trust
because his wife has had two ectopic pregnancies and, tragically has
lost both her fallopian tubes. He has managed to achieve the world’s
5% fastest time but he’s a pretty ordinary bloke, and I suspect that’s
because not many people do marathons. He trains hard but admits he
probably should eat a little less, get a bit more sleep. His stamina and
determination are what makes the difference. Anyway, I used to just do
a couple of thousand meters at the end of my work out but thought 1
would join him on his next marathon, which meant training a bit harder,
even though I was only aiming for 10,500 meters. It’s not an officially
recognized distance, unlike the half marathon, but I felt it was realistic
given the length of time I had to train etc.

Anyway, after a bit of quiet solo training I was managing to do six or
seven thousand meters but I’d hit a bit of ceiling. What made all the
difference was when I started to train with my marathon rower friend.
He helped me with my rather inefficient technique, he showed me a few
exercises to break up the long haul, but the main thing was that he was
on the next rower, keeping going for more than an hour at a time. Just
being around someone else who was slogging it out was the spur for
me to keep going. This really brought home to me how important it is
to be around other people who are persevering with their relationships.
That’s why we need a pro-marriage culture across Europe. We need a
culture that acknowledges the benefits of long-term stable relationships,
and doesn’t skate over the differences that tend to exist between marriage
and cohabitation; we need role models who might be able to pass on a
few tips which have helped them to younger couples or those who are
going through a rough patch, we need to see people gritting their teeth
and saying “this is worth sticking with because better times are coming.”
This has a foundation in research. A study by Professor Linda Waite
has overturned the conventional wisdom that those trapped in unhappy
marriages are better off getting divorced. Waite found no evidence that
unhappy couples who divorced became happier than those unhappy
couples who stayed married. In fact two thirds of “unhappy” couples who
stuck it out reported that they were happy five years later. Remarkably,
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8 out of 10 of “very unhappy” couples reported that they were happily
married five years later. I'm not talking today about keeping people in
abusive relationships. A recent UK survey of 3,500 divorcees found
that 40% had “grown apart”, 18% said that the “magic had gone” and
only 13% blamed domestic violence. By way of comparison, US studies
suggest 80% of divorce is due to growing apart.

Because the emphasis now, tends to be all on the guality of a relationship.
Quality is important, but we all know that it fluctuates a little with mood,
tiredness, life circumstances. There has to be more to sustain a relationship
than what Professor David Popenhoe calls ‘the thin and unstable reed
of affection.’

In the introduction to her book Reibstein describes how she responds
to the question often posed by social scientists and journalists, “should
we all expect relationships to be temporary and also unfaithful?”” In her
words “T find myself shocked, not to mention irritated, that there is such
ignorance regarding the insatiable, ongoing, time-honoured and even
animal need to be in a happy, secure, erotic and deepening union with
one other person. We may not be skilled at getting there: we obviously
lack the secret to having them. But the evidence of partnership breakdown
does not convince me that we do not strive for or want desperately to
have lasting and wonderful relationships.”

What I want to do today is make it clear (A) why we need to establish that
marriage is still a meaningful institution, then (B) talk about the changes
in our perceptions of marriage which are making it harder to sustain. (C)
I will describe how marriage tends to differ from cohabitation — what is
it about marriage anyway? Then I want to describe what is happening in
countries which are ignoring family structure and concentrating almost
exclusively on improving outcomes for children. Finally, (E) I will talk
very briefly about what tends to work in relationships and how social
policy can support rather than undermine these processes.

So why are we having to state, unambiguously that marriage is still

intensely important to individual families and wider societies, when it is
probably a self-evident truth in many of your lives? Over the last forty
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years we have seen dramatic shifts in our social trends. Although Europe
is fairly diverse, there are after all 46 countries in Europe, There are key
similarities such as postponement. In general, with some exceptions,
key demographic events, and more specifically events leading to the
formation of new households and families, have been postponed in the
lives of women and men. In the new millennium, leaving the parental
home, forming a new union, getting married and becoming a parent
are experienced on average later than before. Some countries (mostly
in Southern Europe) have been characterized by extreme levels of
postponement, experiencing the so-called latest-late pattern of transition
to adulthood. Some of the events, like the transition to motherhood,
have been postponed to ages that have not been observed in the past.
This general trend towards postponement is also accompanied by an
increasing de-standardisation of life courses.. In other words, people in
general are having

Fewer children, later in life

There are fewer and later marriages, more marital breakdown

There is a marked increase in non-marital unions, and children born
outside marriage

Smaller households

More living alone

Striking rise in number of children living with one parent

Fall in the number of couples with children

Let me just unpack that dry and dusty term ‘destandardisation of life
courses’ for you with a quote from Professor Stephanie Coontz, who
wrote the book “Marriage, a History: From Obedience to Intimacy, or
How Love Conquered Marriage.” She says

“I have spent much of my career as a historian explaining to people that
many things that seem new in family life are actually quite traditional.
Two-provider families, for example, were the norm through most of
history. Stepfamilies were more numerous in much of history than they
are today. Divorce was higher in Malaysia during the 1940s and 1950s
than it is today in the United States. Even same-sex marriage, though
comparatively rare, has been accepted in some cultures under certain
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conditions. 1 still believe that when it comes to any particular practice
or variation on marriage, there is really nothing new under the sun.
But when we look at the larger picture, it is clear that the social role
and mutual relationship of marriage, divorce, and singlehood in the
contemporary world is qualitatively different from anything to be found
in the past. Almost any separate way of organizing family life has
been tried by some society at some point in time. But the coexistence in
one society of so many alternative ways of doing all of these different
things—and the comparative legitimacy accorded to many of them—has
never been seen before.”

That is what is challenging the normative status of marriage in other
words, the idea that marriage provides a life script in the way it did in
the middle of the 20" century when people left home to get married.
Indeed the academic literature in the UK described how marriage marked
the beginning of adult life as recently as 1988.

When looking at attitudes towards marriage and the family across Europe,
it is clear that the family and marriage itself are highly valued across the
continent. Large majorities within each country recognize the legitimacy
of marriage as a social institution. Anthony Abela from the IPROSEC
research project* found that the greatest support for the institution of
marriage is recorded in Malta, closely followed by post-communist EU
candidate countries, the other neighbouring Mediterranean countries and
Sweden (Abela 2003). Slightly less support is found in EU continental
countries, Ireland and the UK. With the exception of Sweden, most
respondents from the other European countries think that a long-term
relationship is important for a happy life, and that children need both
parents to grow up happily.

However important marriage is to grass roots couples however, many
European elites are currently somewhat uncommitted to marriage, rather
wedded to the notion that ‘alternative long-lasting stable family-type

4 The IPROSEC - Improving Policy Responses and Outcomes to Socio-Economic
Challenges — research project was funded by the EC within the Framework Programme 5
key action for “Improving the Socio-Economic Knowledge Base”
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relationships’ will have to suffice given these social trends — and their
own biographies. The media, policy makers, many politicians, find it
incredibly hard and in many cases politically dangerous to be overtly in
favour of marriage, and that ambivalence is partly responsible for the
impression that marriage is declining in importance and possibly even
on the way out.

I just want to look briefly at where this ambivalence comes from. Laura
Tennant, writing in the New Statesman describes the liberal-left erthodoxy
on marriage. She says, “Ever since Marx and Engels postulated marriage
as a patriarchal structure to secure the legitimacy of children and the safe
transfer of property between generations, the left has viewed marriage,
along with church and state, as an instrument for social control and
prefers to think of it as historically contingent and socially constructed.
But as Bob Simpson, an anthropologist at Durham University, states,
“Heterosexual monogamy is an enduring basis for constructing social
orders the world over. On a social and biological level, that pattern is
a stable one which has cropped up in different times and places.” This
speaks for marriage not as artificial template or recent invention, but as
a primal relationship meeting a profound human need.

She goes on “The sexual revolution opened up the possibility of a lifetime
of free-flowing erotic liaisons and the undesirability, if not impossibility,
of confining one’s activities to a single partner. Later, radical feminism
argued that marriage was merely an arena for the economic and sexual
exploitation of women. More recently, the emphasis on individual
fulfillment has worked against the compromises that marriage entails,
and our longer lifespan makes “till death us do part” a promise ever
harder to keep..”

Let me just deal with those last two developments which have questioned
the ongoing validity of marriage. Firstly, the notion that marriage
exploits women. I would agree with Anastasia de Waal, head of family
and education at the London-based thinktank Civitas. She says “The
worry now for campaigners for women’s rights should be the close
connection between cohabiting partnerships and lone parenthood. In the
past 30 years, the number of both cohabiting and lone-parent families
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has rocketed. It’s no coincidence that the two have risen simultaneously.
While 70% of children born within marriage can still expect to live with
both natural parents until 16, that’s the case for just 36% of those born
into a cohabiting relationship. The instability of cohabitation is sold as
freedom, but essentially this fragility has become a new form of women’s
“enslavement”.

That women can today parent alone, and unstigmatised, is a triumph, but
this is blighted by the reality of lone motherhood. While some middle-
class single mothers are having a ball, they’re the minority. There’s
nothing empowering about being left, penniless, holding the baby. Around
half of lone mothers have no earned income and scrape by on welfare
benefits. Of those who aren’t officially poor, many have to do the jobs
of two people.”

That’s the reality of many lone parents in the UK. One in two lone parent
families are on income support compared to one in thirty couple parent
families.> 69% of lone mothers are in the bottom 40% of household
income versus 29% of couples with children.® Lone parents have twice
as much risk of experiencing persistent low income as couples with
children — 50% versus 22%.” Understandably lone parents are eight
times as likely (45%) to live in a workless household as couples with
children (5.4%),? and our level of lone parenthood greatly contributes to
the fact that the UK has the highest rate of children living in workless
households in Europe. Serious academics say that it is possible to have
high rates of lone parenthood without all these disadvantages and look to
Scandinavia but the UK’s lone parent profile is very different to countries
like Norway and Sweden. Their lone parents tend to be older than in
the UK. Therefore they tend to have careers, higher income, wider life

5 Lyon N., Barnes M., & Sweiry D. (2006) “Families with children in Britain: Findings
from the 2004 Families and Children Study (FACS)”, Department for Work and Pensions
Research Report No 340 — Corporate Document Services

6 ibid

7 DWP, Households Below Average Income 1994/95 - 2000/01, London: Stationery
Office (2002), p141

8 Office for National Statistics, Work and Worklessness among Households, London:
The Stationery Office Autumn 2001
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experience than the UK and they are less likely to lack physical and
emotional resources. Single parents in the UK with all these attributes
do manage far better, so it is not just about increasing benefits. Money
matters but it is not the whole story.

But nearly half of our lone parent households were formed after divorce,
s0 we cannot treat marriage as a magic bullet. In the UK three quarters
of all family splits involving children under 5 results from cohabitation
breakdown, our divorce rates are high but have stabilized. However there
are other countries who are still on the upward curve (graph of divorce
in Europe) Why are marriages failing?

That takes me onto the second development, the emphasis on individual
fulfillment. Let me wind the clock back a little to the beginning of the 20
century because childbearing outside of marriage, cohabitation, and same-
sex marriage are the result of long-term cultural and material trends which
included two great changes in the meaning of marriage over the last 100
years. To see these trends in the grand sweep of history I must go back
even earlier and remind you that for thousands of years, marriage organized
people’s places in the economic and political hierarchy of society and served
so many political, social, and economic functions that the individual needs
and desires of its members (especially women and children, its subordinate
members) were secondary considerations. Love was considered a very poor
reason to get married. However, in the 18th century, the revolutionary new
ideal of the love match triumphed in most of Western Europe and North
America representing a break with literally thousands of years of history.
The private, relational side of marriage became increasingly important
and the public side less so. However both are necessary. Commitment has
been described as the glue of relationship. Certain kinds of glue come in
two separate tubes (adhesive and hardener) that must be mixed together to
form a strong bond. Forces that are internal (the relationship) and external
(public ceremony and status) work together.

Getting back to more recent history, this emphasis on emotional
satisfaction and romantic love intensified early in the 20" century. The
change in the meaning of marriage was famously labeled as a transition
“from marriage as an institution to marriage as a companionship.”
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During this first change in meaning, marriage remained the only socially
acceptable way to have a sexual relationship and to raise children in
much of the industrialized world (with the possible exception of the
Nordic countries.) Gillis labeled the period from 1850 to 1960 the “era
of mandatory marriage.”

Then, during the last few decades of the century, an ethic of expressive
individualism— the belief that “each person has a unique core of feeling
and intuition that should unfold or be expressed if individuality is to be
realized” —became more important and more than has ever been the case,
the emotional satisfaction of the spouses became an important criterion
for marital success. Beginning in the 1960s, marriage’s dominance began
to diminish, and the second great change in the meaning of marriage
occurred. An even more individualistic perspective on the rewards of
marriage took root. When people evaluated how satisfied they were with
their marriages, they began to think more in terms of the development of
their own sense of self and the expression of their feelings, as opposed to
the satisfaction they gained through building a family and playing the roles
of spouse and parent. The result was a transition from the companionate
marriage to what we might call the individualized marriage. This transition
has been characterized as a shift in emphasis “from role to self”.

Sociological theorists of late modernity (or postmodernity) such as
Anthony Giddens have also written about the growing individualization
of personal life. They note the declining power of social norms and laws
as regulating mechanisms for family life, and they stress the expanding
role of personal choice. They argue that as traditional sources of identity
such as class, religion, and community lose influence, one’s intimate
relationships become central to self-identity. Giddens writes of the
emergence of the “pure relationship”: an intimate partnership entered into
for its own sake, which lasts only as long as both partners are satisfied
with the rewards (mostly intimacy and love) that they get from it. The
pure relationship is not tied to an institution such as marriage or to the
desire to raise children. Rather, it is “free-floating,” independent of social
institutions or economic life. Unlike marriage, it is not regulated by law,
and its members do not enjoy special legal rights. It exists primarily in
the realms of emotion and self-identity.
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Mike Mason, a Christian who wrote The Mystery of Marriage, puts these
concepts in less complimentary terms

p193 The modern idea of marriage sees love as a vehicle for self-fulfilment and
talks of the importance of “preserving one’s individual identity, “respecting
differences” and “the freedom to be me”...these are important concepts but
they are also easily twisted into propaganda for selfishness....the cramming
of personhood into the narrow box of ego, as if a person were nothing more
than his own conscious urges and desires. But that is exactly what marriage
works against, attacking self-centredness in all its disguises, simultaneously
and tirelessly throwing the ego off balance...our identity is not something
we take into a relationship but what we draw out of it. It is something we
do not have at all unless we discover it through reciprocity with others

A good way to look at the implications of this are to see it in terms of its
impact on commitment. The pure relationship is an ideal type, something
we are arguably heading towards as a society, and partly evidenced by
increasing cohabitation and living apart together. Research on cohabiting
couples which asks them how they view their relationship tends to
produce the response that they are just as committed as marrieds, although
subsequent break up rates question this. They don’t tend to admit that
they are less committed but it’s important to unravel the complexities
of commitment if we are to appreciate how it underscores supportive
relationships in modern societies.

Michael Johnson (1991) broke the concept of commitment into three
dimensions: :
* Structural Commitment ~ feeling one has to continue a relationship
because of constraint from external pressure (such as marriage vows)
and censure from others;

e Moral Commitment — feeling one ought to continue a relationship
in terms of one’s own value system (this can come from religion or
a culturally rooted sense that marriage is for life or that a partnership
involving children should not be severed simply for personal
gratification);

* Personal Commitment — feeling one wants to continue a relationship
because it is satisfying and pleasurable.
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So the pure relationship, independent of social institutions or economic
life, entered into for its own sake and existing primarily in the realms of
emotion and self-identity is held together by personal commitment only,
whereas relationships based on the notion that marriage is for life and
everything reasonably possible should be done to preserve the union, are
strengthened by the marshalling of structural and moral commitment.

Let me just illustrate how marriage, if run along ‘pure relationship’ lines,
can falter, by giving an example of a uniquely 21 century scenario.

Couple divorce after online ‘affair’

A Bosnian couple are getting divorced after finding out they had been
secretly chatting each other up online under fake names says Ananova.
Sana Klaric, 27, and husband Adnan, 32, from Zenica, poured out their
hearts to each other over their marriage troubles, and both felt they had
found their real soul mate. The couple met on an online chat forum
while he was at work and she in an internet cafe, and started chatting
under the names Sweetie and Prince of Joy. They eventually decided
to meet up - but there was no happy ending when they realised what
had happened.

Now they are both filing for divorce - with each accusing the other
of being unfaithful. Sana said: “I thought I had found the love of my
life. The way this Prince of Joy spoke to me, the things he wrote, the
tenderness in every expression was something I had never had in my
marriage. “It was amazing, we seemed to be stuck in the same kind of
miserable marriages - and how right that turned out to be. We arranged
to meet outside a shop and both of us would be carrying a single rose
so we would know the other. When I saw my husband there with the
rose and it dawned on me what had happened I was shattered. T felt so
betrayed. I was so angry.”

Adnan said: “I was so happy to have found a woman who finally
understood me. Then it turned out that I hadn’t found anyone new at
all. To be honest I still find it hard to believe that the person, Sweetie,
who wrote such wonderful things to me on the internet, is actually the
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same woman I married and who has not said a nice word to me for
years.”

But with non-marital relationships fragility comes with the territory, it is
seen as inevitable, almost an evolutionary development, a sign of progress.
Certainly the public policy emphasis is now on separating amicably and
making contact arrangements that are satisfactory for both parents so that
conflict is at a minimum. Now in some ways this is highly appropriate
because the key issue for children’s wellbeing is the level of conflict
between their parents, not, by the way, the level of happiness in their
parents’ relationship. Booth and Amato found that high conflict marriages
are as damaging to children as low conflict divorces. Children who
didn’t see their parents’ divorce coming either blame themselves or just
internalize the assumption that relationships are inherently unreliable.

Elizabeth Marquardt’s research indicates that such children, even those
whose parents have a best-case scenario separation (ie. where there is
regular and unconflicted contact or residence with both parents) often
experience significant levels of inner conflict which dominate their
childhood and continue into adulthood. They feel pushed to the side
of their parents’ lives as the latter struggle to reorder their lives after
separation. Inner conflict arises in children when they struggle internally
to make sense of the differing value systems which their parents found
impossible to reconcile, and which may have contributed to the breakdown
in the relationship in the first place. Many reported a sense that they had
had to grow up too soon and that their childhood was characterised by
loneliness. These more subtle effects of divorce, which produce no clinical
symptoms (rather than the dramatic negative effects on a minority), have
been termed “sleeper effects” which become most evident when people
leave home and try to form lasting relationships themselves. Marquardt
does not argue that no one should ever get divorced nor that divorced
people are morally reprehensible. Neither does she deny the “resiliency
perspective”, that most children of divorce develop into well-adjusted,
successful adults. ‘

Her contention is that the debate has been dominated by the adult
perspective and despite the necessary concern we must continue to
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show for parents themselves, this should not prevent us from looking
unflinchingly at the experience of children of divorce.

If policy only looks at helping people pick up the pieces after breakdown
and fails to do enough to prevent it happening in the first place, this shows
inadequate regard for the impact on children and adults of the severing
of a close emotional bond. At the very least, research indicates that many
people who have initiated family breakdown would have found it helpful
to have been warned about the harsh realities of post-separation/divorce
family life. But far more can be done in terms of prevention than just
issuing dire warnings.

Family breakdown costs the UK 13.5 billion maltese lire per year,
yet the government spends just one five thousandth of that amount
on prevention. Since January 2006 I have been advising the current
Opposition Conservative party on measures to build a more stable society.
Last July we published a report with a significant body of well-researched
policies to help prevent but also to help those who are struggling with
the aftermath of family breakdown.

We recommended that an incoming government set up A national
relationship and parenting education voucher scheme for couples and
parents at key life stages

This would entail the development and national roll-out of nine streams
of relationship and parenting education programmes, operated locally
by the voluntary sector through appropriate access points (like doctors’
surgeries, through referrals from health visitors, registrars etc). We said
that any attempt to reverse the long-term trend of increasing family
breakdown needs to be backed by serious long-term strategies. This
scheme represents a radical step change in our national approach towards
improving relational competence with services reaching 800,000 families
every year once full capacity is reached. Evidence from US programmes
indicates high take-up: 100,000 completing marriage and relationship
education programmes in Oklahoma since 2001 with positive effects
(lower conflict, higher satisfaction, lower divorce risk) and younger,
lower income respondents more - not less - likely than others to report
interest in relationship education.

586



DOKUMENTI MILL-KURJA

Let me tell you about a UK initiative already being run by the voluntary
sector which would expand greatly with the government backing we
propose. When couples talk about the preparations they are making for
marriage, they are probably referring to the dress fittings, the choice of
hymns to be sung at the wedding, making arrangements to change the
bride-to-be’s name on her cheque book, ordering the flowers, the cake,
the invitations - it can seem like an endless list. But as Katharine Hill,
author of ‘Rules of Engagement’ says, “planning a wedding is one of
the most exciting and potentially exhausting projects many people ever
embark on but the wedding day is just the beginning...” She and her
husband Richard have written a groundbreaking book which doesn’t just
offer practical advice on every aspect of the big day (research from internet
bank Cahoot says the average British wedding now costs the equivalent
of over 15,000 Maltese lira) but looks at what happens after the speeches,
cutting the cake and the honeymoon. They say that “building a strong
marriage is not just about marrying the right person, however much we
love them. It involves choice and commitment. It means acquiring skills
and developing habits that will lay strong foundations for the future.”

The government has been advised to fund or at least endorse the provision
of marriage preparation for more than a decade. For example, the 1998
consultation paper, Supporting Families, recommended that registrars
signpost engaged couples towards marriage preparation, so it almost
but did not quite become government policy. The voluntary sector, most
notably the National Couple Support Network has stepped in and is aiming
to provide ‘coordinators’ in every registration district through whom
engaged couples can access marriage preparation services. At present
however, a lack of government validation for marriage preparation and
recognition of research that indicates its likely effectiveness (eg. Carroll
& Doherty, 2003) is discouraging many registrars from engaging with
these coordinators. Even if the voluntary sector is delivering incredible
services, like Cana is on Malta, the impact will be limited without a
significant level of resources and explicit government support, especially
when something like marriage preparation or relationship education is a
little bit culturally unacceptable.
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People easily associate such services with personal inadequacy but if
senior politicians said that they had learned something from marriage
enrichment that would start to effect cultural change. We’re on the
leadership team of our local church and the whole team is going to a
marriage event next month so that when we recommend it to the rest of
the church we are not saying “go along to this, we think you need it”
but rather “like a car needs a service, all of our marriages need some
input, so let’s go to this together”

If the church models good marriages that is a great advert for the
institution. We who live under the grace of God and know how much
difference his help makes should be those who are most able to live out
the paradox that we do all we can to help people make their relationships
work and we do all we can to help them pick up the pieces if it all goes
wrong. Marriage itself is full of paradox and truths held in tension. Let
me illustrate this point with a few more quotes from The Mystery of
Marriage.

Mike Mason says,

The conflict which marriage uncovers is always this same one: it is
always some version of this tension between the needs for dependence
and for independence, between the urge toward loving cooperation and
the opposite urge toward detachment, privacy, self sufficiency (p28)
The central temptation which haunts every marriage [is] the lack of
wholehearted commitment

p80 Love specialises in the destruction of the human ego (p167) If people
understood the true depth of self-abnegation that marriage demands there
would perhaps be far fewer weddings, for marriage would be seen as a
form of suicide

(p169) Marriage cannot help being a furnace of conflict, a crucible in which
these two wills must be melted down and purified and made to conform
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Marriage is not for the faint-hearted — when I wrote the policy proposals I
was very careful never to talk about incentivising or encouraging marriage,
but always used the word ‘support’. People should not be incentivised
to tether themselves for life to someone unless they are fully aware of
what they are doing.

I know I am an academic and I will therefore always recommend that
more research be done but another policy recommendation we made was
the setting up of A new Marriage and Relationships Institute (MRI)
To act as champion and administrator of a major series of preventative
initiatives, most notably the ‘voucher’ schemes, and commissioner of
a major research programme into what makes marriages and families
work.

We recommended this because although we have an excellent Family
and Parenting Institute in the UK, the current family policy emphasis
always defaults to helping people with parenting. The rebuttal to policies
supporting marriage is often “what matters is the quality of parenting.
There can be good parenting in any family type — married couple,
cohabiting couple, single parent etc.” Obvious this is true, but it ignores
the fact that good parenting is more likely, and far easier to achieve, in
some family types than others. Glenn and Sylvester say “we fail to see
how denying that people in some kinds of families face greater difficulties
than others is conducive to effective support of those people with the
greater needs. If, as research indicates, divorce and unwed childbearing
tend to disadvantage children, it does parents and their children a disservice
to pretend that family structure is irrelevant or outside the bounds of
appropriate research. One commentator put it like this “Whilst there
is ample evidence that the quality of parental relationships is a critical
social factor for children, politicians, policy makers and practitioners are
wary of adult relationships. Current policy mainly addresses families as
individuals, ignoring the defining feature of adult life, for good and ill,
interdependence.”

This wariness reflects the fact that in this area, perhaps more than in any

other, politicians, policy-makers and academics inter alia, are aware of
their own frailty. Many of their own families have endured some form
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of family breakdown, and they are understandably determined not to
moralise. They are also reluctant to support an institution which may
not have served them well, either because their own parents parted or
because their own marriages and partnerships have faltered. However,
policy should not be made by anecdote or by the intrusion of therapeutic
thinking into areas where it is not appropriate. When seeking to help an
individual with serious personal or family problems it is quite justified
to say “people of your type can be successful.” The only alternative is
to say “give up now.” However, the fact that something is appropriate
in the context of therapy does not mean that it is appropriate in the
context of government policy. It may be right to say to a single mother
“someone like you can bring up your child well”. It does not follow that
the government should be neutral between family types, or should provide
support for single parents in such a way as to undermine marriage or
stable couple relationships.

We need to send unambiguous messages to young people through
Relationship education in schools and provide them with a specific
opportunity to learn about, explore and discuss the nature of marriage,
family and relationships, with the voluntary sector strongly encouraged to
deliver many of these resources. They need to know about the differences
between marriage and cohabitation for example. There is a very interesting
strand of rigorous research being done in the States right now by a team
of researchers from the University of Denver, to test what has been
called Commitment Theory. This theory suggests that cohabitation is a
bad deal for women because of the way the sexes view commitment. For
women, it’s to do with attachment (the day-to-day intimacy of shared
life), so moving in together is a significant statement. For men, it’s about
a decision (“Will you marry me?”), so moving in together still leaves
options agreeably open. Very simply put, women appear to commit and
sacrifice when they move in with a man, whereas men seem to commit
when they make a decision to marry. Women’s commitment is therefore
based on attachment whilst men’s commitment, in contrast, appears to be
based more on a decision. It might even have a basis in biology.

There is resistance to so-called ‘outsiders’ being involved in family life
but in Britain we have found that the breakdown of the nuclear family has
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also been accompanied by even more pronounced breakdown of extended
family links. In the absence of traditional sources of immediate wisdom
and experience previously found amongst grandparents, uncles and aunts,
all sorts of advisory services have emerged and become normalised.
Families and individuals typically seek education and support from peri-
natal services, friends, and an array of self-help books and magazines.
We have perhaps never expected quite so much from our marriages and
families as we do today and yet the skills to realise those expectations
often need to be imparted, especially where adults are unable to teach
their children what they never learned themselves.

To conclude

I believe we are at a vital juncture in the lifecourse of Europe. Government
policy, the voluntary sector and other modern institutions need to be
willing to talk about marriage without at every juncture conflating it with
other relationship forms which have statistically different outcomes. A
tiny minority of cohabitations last a lifetime, a significant majority of
marriages do. This is not about being smug, but about being realistic
and research-based. We also have to talk about marriage in a way that is
appropriate for the times we are living in. Professor Bill Doherty, family
scholar at the University of Minnesota says

“Never use the term traditional marriage because you don’t know what
it means. It doesn’t necessarily mean a certain gender arrangement
with mothers at home and fathers in the workplace. Opponents of the
‘traditional’ family concept score easy hits by conflating marriage with
the breadwinner father/at-home mother model. Lots of people are pro-
marriage but don’t buy into the gender stereotypes. They do not speak
out explicitly for marriage because they don’t like the package. Indeed
nowadays it rarely fits every stage of life. I work and travel a lot now
but before my children went to school I was full-time at home whilst
my husband worked long hours and traveled the world.

Doherty continues, “Like many others I see a marriage renaissance

coming, a movement towards something that has elements of the past
(especially commitment and stability) but also some new features (such
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as gender equality) that weren’t the strengths of the marriages of our
forebears.”

Can I just pause there whilst that sinks in. We cannot, must not go back
because I firmly believe the best days of marriage have yet to come. So
we have to craft the message in such a way that emphasizes that there is
nothing passé about an institution that looks after adults and children so
well. We need to talk about the need to synthesise the best of the old (or
traditional) aspects of marriage (expectation of longevity, commitment,
durability) with the best of the new aspects of relationships (equality,
intimacy and companionship). Essentially we need to re-envision or
reconceptualise marriage for the 215 century. It’s about tempering
narcissism, love of self, with a sense of the greater project which is what
can be achieved by two people who both live by the principle “look

~after number 2” — because that willingness to sacrifice will pervade the

rest of life and benefit society in countless way. That’s ultimately why
well-functioning marriage is good for society.

The Canadian pro-marriage academic Dan Cere puts it more elegantly than
I ever will. He says “A vibrant postmodern conjugality needs to articulate
the radicality of marriage, its edgy otherness, its dangerous life-giving
intimacies, its passionate fidelities, its risky transgressivity, its sexual
warfare, its endless sexual incomprehensibilities, its tragic comedies, its
primordial generativity, its destiny shaping power in our lives, its ghostly
ancestors, the strange descendents it missions forth into the future.”

Ladies and gentlemen, this is a beautiful island, my husband and I are
loving our time here, but I would urge you to maintain your reputation
I mentioned earlier, of showing the greatest support for the institution
of marriage among other European nations. Please do not allow the
breakdown culture to pervade your thinking the way Euro notes will
flood through society in January 2008. I discovered that the name Malta
means ‘harbour’, that your strategically positioned harbour has at times
been your most valuable resource. Please continue to be a safe harbour
for the institution of marriage. I believe you are strategic in Europe for
this purpose. Thank you again for inviting me to speak here.
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Ordinazzjoni ta' Djakni godda

Mons. Arcisqof Pawl Cremona O.P. nhar il-Hadd, 4 ta’ Novembru
2007, fis-6.00pm  se Jjmexxi celebrazzjoni, fil-Knisja-Parrokkjali ta’
San Guzepp, 1-Imsida, 1i fiha- Bfana bhal Udjaknrlll Malcolm Agius
(mill-Parroéca San Guzepp,“ -Im51da) Glen  Buhagiar (mill-Parrocca
Madonna tal-Grazzja, Haz-Zabbar); Jonathan Farrugia (mill-Parrocca
Marija Assunta, l-Imqabba), u lil Ewkarist Zammit (mill-Parroc¢a San

Nikola, is-Siggiewi).

Permezz ta’ 1-Ordinazzjoni tad-Djakonat, id-djakni 1-godda jir¢ievu -
Ordni Sagri li jaghmilhom xebh ma’ Gesti Kristu, li ried ikun ‘djaknu’,
jigifieri qaddej ta’ kulhadd.

Id-dmirijiet tad-djaknu huma li JﬁSSlStl 1111 Isqof u lis-sacerdoti fié-
¢elebrazzjoni tal-misteri qaddisa, I-aktar ta’ 1- EWk&I‘lStlja 1i jamministra
s-sagrament tal-Maghmudija, jassisti ghaz zwieg u ‘jbierku, ixandar I-
Evangelu u jippriedkah, li jmexxi I-funerali, u fuq kollox li jiddedika
hajtu ghal kull qadi ta’ mhabba.

Il-Komunita tas-Seminarju ged theggeg lil kulhadd biex jitlob ghal dawn
id-Djakni godda, u biex il-Mulej ikompli jsejjah aktar zghazagh biex

jimxu warajh fil-hajja sacerdotali u religuza.

30 ta’ Ottubru 2007
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