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EDITORIAL

Cover: The Central Hospital in Floriana 
was inaugurated in 1850 as a general 
hospital. Patients from the Valletta 
Civil Hospital were transferred there. 
The building, constructed in 1734, was 
previously used to house and teach poor 
girls. In 1954 it was converted into the 
Malta Police Force Headquarters.

MPSA

J azz is defined as a genre of music which originated during 
the late 19th and early 20th century. However in our case, 
the term Jazz is referring to a remote presence system for 

doctors, developed by the French company Gostai. In essence 
it may also be called an avatar system. 

Jazz consists of a 3 foot robot possessing an articulated 
head mounted with an LCD screen, a docking station (for 
charging), as well as an Urbi open-source cross-platform 
software platform in C++. According to French surgeon 
Dr Alain Herard, Jazz has greatly facilitated his life. Like all 
surgeons, he needs to carry out operations, visit his patients 
and do the paperwork. Whilst Dr Herard is in his office 
carrying out his paperwork, he wears an over-the-head 
wireless headset and stands in front of a computer camera 
which is connected to Jazz through Wifi. On the other hand, 
Jazz visits his patients. Since the robot is fitted with camera, 
speakers and microphones, Dr Herard sees what Jazz sees, 
hears what Jazz hears and talks through Jazz to his patients via 
the speaker. More importantly, the patient gets to actually see 
the doctor through the 5 inch LCD screen and speak to him 
through the microphone. 

One of the most distinguishing features of Jazz is the web-
based remote control interface. The robot is driven by clicking 
with the mouse on the video feed. If one is driving the robot 
and the video shows a long corridor, one simply click at the 
end of the corridor and the robot will go there. In addition, 
since it possesses a built-in infrared camera and telemetric 
laser system, this €9000 robot can map its own surroundings 
and eventually patrol buildings fully autonomously.

Such technology may be the linchpin in the provision of 
medical care in remote rural areas of large countries, which may 
be disadvantaged because of the long travelling distances needed 
to access medical care. However, the use of this technology 
also has its relevance locally. Using an avatar system, visiting 
consultants who operate at Mater Dei hospital may ‘visit’ patients 
before actually arriving in Malta. Furthermore, imagine that at 
2am a Consultant receives a phone call from a Resident Specialist 
at Mater Dei hospital, requesting his presence because of an 
emergency. As long as there is a computer connected to the 
internet, the Consultant can instantly be ‘present’ at the hospital 
through Jazz and interact with patients and medical staff. 

Avatar Clinicians? 
Try Jazz  for Christmas
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Mini Abridged Prescribing Information: Please refer to full Summary of Product Characteristics (SPC) 
before prescribing. TRADE NAME: Augmentin ES. ACTIVE INGREDIENTS: Amoxicillin (as trihydrate) and 
potassium clavulanate. PRESENTATION: 600 mg/42.9 mg/5 ml powder for oral suspension. Supplied in 
100 ml glass bottle with a dosing spoon. INDICATION: treatment of acute otitis media and community 
acquired pneumonia infections in children aged at least 3 months and less than 40 kg body weight, 
caused or thought likely to be caused by penicillin-resistant Streptococcus pneumoniae. POSOLOGY 
& ADMINISTRATION: Oral use. Recommended dose is 90/6.4 mg/kg/day in two divided doses. To 
minimise potential gastrointestinal intolerance, administer at the start of a meal. CONTRAINDICATIONS: 
Hypersensitivity (and past history of) to the active substances, to any penicillins or to any of the 
excipients. SPECIAL WARNINGS & PRECAUTIONS: Before initiating therapy careful enquiry of previous 
hypersensitivity reactions to beta-lactams. Where an infection is proven to be due to an amoxicillin 
susceptible organism, a switch to an amoxicillin-only preparation should be considered. Convulsions may 
occur in patients receiving high doses or who have impaired renal function. Concomitant use of allopurinol 
increase likelihood of allergic skin reactions. Prolonged use may occasionally result in overgrowth of non-
susceptible organisms. Contains aspartame (E951), a source of phenylalanine. The suspension also contains 
maltodextrin (glucose). INTERACTIONS: Penicillins may reduce the excretion of methotrexate causing a 
potential increase in toxicity. Concomitant use of probenecid is not recommended. If co-administration 
with oral anticoagulants is necessary, the prothrombin time or international normalised ratio should be 

carefully monitored with the addition or withdrawal of amoxicillin. Moreover, adjustments in the dose of 
oral anticoagulants may be necessary. Clinical monitoring should be performed during the combination 
with mycophenolate mofetil and shortly after antibiotic treatment. PREGNANCY & LACTATION: Use 
should be avoided unless considered essential by the physician. UNDESIRABLE EFFECTS: Very common 
(≥1/10): diarrhoea. Common (≥1/100, <1/10): mucocutaneous candidosis, nausea, abdominal pain. 
Refer to SPC’s for full list of undesirable eff ects. AUTHORISATION NUMBER: AA 1051/00101. MARKETING 
AUTHORISATION HOLDER: GlaxoSmithKline Bulgaria EOOD. LEGAL CATEGORY: POM. DATE OF 
PREPARATION: July 2014. In order to ensure that this product information refl ects the most 
up-to-date clinical and post-marketing surveillance data, please always refer to the latest 
Summary of Product Characteristics (SPC) which is available from GlaxoSmithKline (Malta) 
Ltd (Tel: +356 21238131). REPORTING ADVERSE EVENTS (AEs): If you become aware of any 
AEs, medication errors and/or use during pregnancy in association with GSK products, please 
report the event promptly to: GSK (Malta) Limited, 1, De la Cruz Avenue, Qormi QRM 2458, Malta 
(Tel: +356 21238131). Alternatively, any suspected AEs and medication errors can also be 
reported via the national Adverse Drug Reactions (ADRs) reporting system: Report forms can 
be downloaded from www.medicinesauthority.gov.mt/adrportal and posted to the Malta Medicines 
Authority, Post-licensing Directorate, 203, Level 3, Rue D’Argens, Gżira GŻR 1368, MALTA, or sent by email to 
postlicensing.medicinesauthority@gov.mt.
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Amoxicillin/Clavulanate Potassium
Powder for oral suspension

✓ Provides extended antibacterial 
coverage to include the most penicillin-
resistant strains.1

✓ Recommended by leading Guidelines as 
first line treatment in AOM.2,3

✓ Most common adverse effects are 
diarrhoea, nausea, vomiting and 
mucocutaneous candidiasis.4

✓ Indicated for children <40 kg and 
older than 3 months; dosed at 
90/6.4 mg/kg/day in 2 divided doses.4
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