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proudly presents

L'Offerta Musicale di Venezia

TRACCOLLO

The opera by

Giovanni Battista Pergolesi

at The Manoel Theatre
on Sunday, 6th May 2001
at 8.00 p.m.
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Bank of Valletta ~ Air Malta ~ Central Bank  Enemalta Corporation
Simonds Farsons Cisk plc Middle Sea Group
Eden Leisure Group Ministry of Foreign Affairs Corinthia Palace Hotel
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Booking Office: 116, Old Theatre Str., Valletta, VLT 07 It
Opening Hours: Monday to Friday: 10.00am - 1.00pm & 5.00 - 7.00pm . s o S A A
Saturday: 10.00a.m. - 12.00 noon o 12“ Dl \'ﬁ ARINA
Reservations: Tel: 246389 - Fax: 237340 - bookings@teatrumanoel.com.mt : P 1)] VEILOPMIENT l ( ) )( )
Tickets to be collected within 48 hours . ~ 7 T af P (7] /0!
Payments: Accepted by cash, cheques and major credit cards g AN L ’/{’,9’/[ {"/ Gom ”"{'“ﬂw(’f
(Quikcash; Electron; Visa; Mastercard: Eurocard) i A ol S e ]’:)1{ FOMASO MARINA
Booking: Booking opens ten days before the first performance.
On the day of the performance, tickets can be purchased L= :
from 5.00p.m. up to 30 minutes after commencement. { Typicallview fromiapartments HOMES JAGUAR

Performances start at 7.30p.m. Mondays to Saturdays, and 6.30p.m. Sundays. Latecomers have
to wait for a suitable pause in the programme before being ushered to their seats. The Verdi Room
in the foyer includes a close-circuit television where one may view the performance. The management
reserves the right to alter the programme and the performance time of any production.
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Mis-Saltna tad-Dlamijiet -

This series delves into the mysteries surrounding Satan - the cult
that has influenced all aspects of human existence is analysed
in depth from various angles. Every Monday at 10.00 p.m. with
a repeat on Wednesdays at 10.30 p.m. Produced by Kenneth
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Culture ® Education e Talk-shows e Discussion

Ir-Radju ta’ l-Universita e University of Malta » Msida MSD 06 ¢ Tel: 333313 Fax: 314485
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Undoubtedly one of the most exclusive and
prestigious residential, leisure and business
addresses in the Mediterranean... from every
point of view. ‘

LUXURY 1, 2 AND 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS,
OFFICES, YACHT MARINA, CONVENTION CENTRE
AND NEW HILTON INTERNATIONAL HOTEL.

R B2

qu more information contact:
Spinola Developments Co. Ltd.

PorTOMSO

Sales Office -
Portomaso, St. Julian’s, PTM 01, Malta
Tel: 336802, 347251, Fax: 311798,
E-mail: mtabone@tumas.com,
Webside: www.tumas.com/portomaso/




| Seeing is deceiving; Offerta
it's eating that’s believing.

Musicale

Kangaroo, ostrich, venison, $
fresh fish, fowl...
Whatever your tastes in
food and wine, you will find
it at Ristorante Timeo.

With the impeccable silver
service, the opulent - yet

4 comfortable ~ surroundings,
— and the excellent food, you

RN e p T e are sure to wonder how you L'Offerta Musicale was founded in 1989 by young Venetian
| : . have managed without musicians who have won a host of international awards and
| Timeo in the past. : competitions between them. They are directed by Riccardo

E Parravicini and have worked with a number of internationally

Now you know. | renowned violinists including Albert Lysy, Marianna Sirbu and

various flute, harpsichord and organ soloists.
] And you need look no

, further. L'Offerta Musicale acknowledges a grant from the Dante
1 » Alighieri Society which enables it to travel and perform with
‘/\/—”“‘? reqgularity. The group has played in various countries including
(e / QL 7 France, Spain, Tunisia, Austria, Germany, Belgium, Luxembourg
- e W L and Switzerland
| Tt O (¢ \ ‘
|
RIQTOR/ALNTE ” Their repertoire is vast and varied but concentrates mainly on

baroque and gallant music although they have also made
i Ristorante Timeo
Zongrc])? l?;;ﬁ{ 1XI;/)l:?‘rf51ascala 2 CDs for the Nuova Era label, one including the Flute Concertos
Tel: 633578 - Fax: 633576 Op. 10 by Vivaldi and another dedicated to Baldassare Galuppi's
e-mail: timeo@mail.mol.net.mt
website:www.timeo.com.mt
Open Tuesday to Sunday Bongiovanni label in which the Offerta play the Oboe

| o ‘. o R Lunch & Dinner ¥ Concertos, Op. 7 and Op. 9 by Tommaso Albinoni.

forays into the contemporary scene. L' Offerta have recorded

‘concerti a 4. Another double CD was recorded for the
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Riccardo Parravicini, director

Started his musical studies under the guidance of his grandfather Armando
Galizia, first violin at the 'Teatro La Fenice' of Venice, later completing his
studies in composition and choral direction at the ‘Conservatorio C. Pollini’
of Padova under the maestri Zamana, Calessi and Dalla Vecchia, and in
painoforte under Prof.ssa Meyr. Later he perfected in orchestra direction
under Bellugi and Ferrara at the 'Scuola Superiore di Musica' at Fiesole. He
is founder and resident director of the Orchestra da Camera of Venice, L'Offerta
Musicale, as well as artistic director of the Venetian concert seasons ‘Primavera
Musicale' and ‘Autunno Musicale’ at the prestigious ‘Musei Civici Veneziani'
He is very much in demand on the panel of musical competitions and as
organiser of corsi di alto perfezionamento.

Giuseppina Brienza, soprano

In 1991 - 92 she won two diplomas: one in canto under M.L. Vannini at the
Conservatorio G.B. Martini of Bologna, the other in flauto traverso at the
‘Liceo Musicale G. Verdi' of Ravenna under Mro. M. Mercelli. To these she
added the diploma di musica da camera in 1996 at the piano academy
‘Incontri col Maestro’ at Imola under Mro. P.N.Masi. That same year she won
the audition for 7° dama e Papagena in Mozart's opera Il Flauto Magico. She
has since appeared in most of the important theatres in Italy. She specialises
in chamber music extending from the Baroque to the Classical and the
romantic, as evinced by her numerous concerts in various da camera forms,
from duo (song and piano) to trio (song, flute and piano) to quartetto (song,
violin, clavicembalo and basso continuo). In 1997 she cut her first intermezzo,
Pergolesi's Traccollo, on the ‘Bongiovanni' label of Bologna.

Davide Paltretti, varitone

Born in Bologna in 1971, he started singing lessons under Mro. Luciano Bonsi
di Cento and has since sung at various important theatres in most parts of
Italy. In 1996 he won the Concorso Lirico Internazionale financed by the C.E.C
for the 'Fondazione Arturo Toscanini’, followed by the Corso di Formazione
sulla Lirica Verdiana at Busseto under Mro. Carlo Bergonzi. In 1999 he won
the 'Primo Palcoscenico’ contest at Cesena where he interpreted the role of
Belcore in Elisir d’Amore. Last year he was again finalist in the '‘Concorso
As.Li.Co. di Milano', thanks to which he has interpreted the roles of Sancho
(Don Chiscotte) and Marcello (La Bohéme) in the theatres of the Lombardy
area.

Vito Martino, tenor

Having graduated from the Conservatorio G. Verdi of Milan, he was soon
winning international contests: the musica da camera 'Citta di Stresi’, the
Mozart Project of Pontedera and the ‘Accademia Lirica Montovana. He made
his opera debut at Brescia with G. Facchinetti's La Moghi con le ali, and has
subsequently appeared at important Italian venues like the Carlo Felice of
Genoa, the Communale di Bologna, Teatro Piccolo Regio di Torino, Teatro di
Vercelli, Filarmonico di Verona, and the Conservatorio di Milano. He has also
sung in Montreal, Tenerife, Montecarlo, Lima, and at the Theatre d'Opera
Comigque in Paris, apart from his collaboration with Teatro alla Scala. He has
recorded on Nuova Era, Agord and Hungaroton. Apart from opera, he
frequently participates in concert activities, ranging from German lied to
French chansons, to contemporary music.
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Traccollo - intermezzo a tre

: Pastiche from ‘Livietta e Tracollo’

i, - T by G. B. Pergolesi, libretto by Giuseppe Sellitti.

Cast

Traccollo Davide Paltretti, baritone
Livietta Giuseppina Brienza, soprano
Sulpizio Cristiano Cremonini, tenor
Fulvia Paolo Castaldi, mime

L'Offerta Musicale, orchestra da camera di Venezia

conducted by Riccardo Parravicini

Opera da Camera di Firenze
directed by Marcello Ancillotti

.~ The opera

' In similar vein to Donizetti's Elisir di Amore, Traccollo also
" revolves around a potion. A muddle in a pharmacy which
| leaves an old man dead results in Sulpizio the pharmacist
- being wrongly accused of selling poison and chased by the
| gendarme. He blames Traccollo for his mishap and wants to

\ " kil him. The pharmacist decides to escape and meets Livietta,
| avyoung beautiful girl who is fleeing from an arranged wedding
J | with an ugly old man.

Traccollo recounts his mistake of mixing the medicine in an
aria and Livietta realizes that this is her father's story and
also rebukes Traccollo. Both men fall in love with Livietta but
after much mishap and merry making she decides to marry
Traccollo, leaving the poor pharmacist cursing his luck.
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Pergolesi: A biographical sketch

Giambattista Pergolesi,” whose life burned and was consumed in a flash”
was an Italian composer, whose early death cut short a brilliant talent.
Sometimes regarded as the father of comic opera, his works are notable
for their sharp rhythms, their delightful melodies and their witty and
characterful vocal writing. He was a composer of considerable
importance in the development of Italian comic opera in the early 18th
century, making a singular contribution during a remarkably brief
career. Pergolesi's father Draghi, and mother came from the Italian town
of Pergola. After moving to Jesi, near Ancona, they took on the
descriptive name of Pergolesi. Their only son Giovanni Battista was born
in Jesi on January 4th, 1710.

Giovanni studied music in Jesi, taking violin lessons from Francesco
Mondini, and showing a remarkable natural aptitude. When he was
sixteen he was invited to study at the Conservatorio dei Poveri di Gesu
Cristo (Conservatory of the Poor Men of Jesus Christ) in Naples. Here
Pergolesi, whom all in Conservatory called "Jesi," studied music,
composition and song for five years. His fees were paid by a local Jesi
aristocrat who had taken an interest in the young man. Pergolesi's
technical prowess on the violin and his ability to improvise his own
florid passages was noted by his teachers at the Conservatorio.

In 1727, after Giovanni had been at the Conservatory for about a year,
the family suffered a serious blow when his mother died and her dowry
went missing. His father suffered a loss of income, and the small family
entered a very difficult period. During this time Pergolesi began
composing. Many of the chamber music and concerti for violins, which
have never been assigned definite dates and were mostly published
posthumously, were probably written at this time. The first work to
attract attention was his sacred drama, La Conservatione di San
Guglieme d'Aquitania (1731), given its first performance by his fellow
students at a Naples monastery.

Also performed at this time was Pergolesi's humorous little intermezzo,
Il Maestro di Musica, which was a considerable success and brought him
the attention of three men who became his patrons: the Prince of
Stigliano (the Viceroy of Naples' equerry), the Prince of Avellino, and
the Duke Maddaloni. In 1732, he became maestro di cappella to the
Prince of Stigliano.

With these powerful supporters, Pergolesi was invited to repeat his
theatrical success at the Naples Court. He composed the opera La
Sallustia (libretto after Apostolo Zenois Alessandro Severo), and a new
comic intermezzo, Nerino e Nibbia. These were first performed in Naples
in January 1732. The opera pleased but the intermezzo failed, and the
music has since been lost. The following year was not a very good one
for Pergolesi. His father died and his opera Ricimero and its intermezzo
Il Geloso Schernito suffered a dismal reception.

Take a share in the back-to-back
benefits of the Wignacourt

Malta Fund.

If you've always wanted to invest your
hard earned money in Malta's equity
market, the Wignacourt Malta Fund
will give you every reason to
make a successful start.

together will capitalise on market
opportunities as and when they arise.

So take a share in the Wignacourt
Malta Fund and reap its potential
| rewards.
The Wignacourt Malta Fund is
specifically positioned to take
advantage of the potential capital growth
PA  tobe foundin a whole raft of
et new shares which will be offered
to the public by those existing companies
which are already listed on the Malta Stock
Exchange as well as those that are expected to
be listed over the coming months.

To find out more, call us now on
0800-772344 or post the coupon for
a free information pack.

You can also call into any Bank of
Valletta branch in Malta and Gozo
or contact any authorised financial

intermediary.

WIGNACOURT
MALTA FUND

The Fund is professionally managed by Valletta
Fund Management and advised by the
international investment company,
Rothschild Asset Management who

Antonio Sciortino
Rhytmi Vit (Inv. 569), Bronze,
1924 Museum of Fine Arts, Valletta.

| Yes, I'm interested in the potential rewards of the Wignacourt Malta Fund. Please send me a free information pack. l

Name Post code
Address Telephone

Valletta Fund Management Ltd., Ground Floor, Development House, St. Anne Street, Floriana.
Tel: 227311. E-mail® infovfm@vfm.com.mt

0800-772344

The value of the investment can go down as well as up. Valletta Fund Management, a joint venture between Bank
of Valletta Group and Rothschild Asset Management, is licensed to conduct investment services business for
collective investment schemes by the Malta Financial Services Centre. Wignacourt Funds SICAV p.l.c. is a
collective investment scheme licensed by the Malta Financial Services Centre. Investments should be made on the
full details contained in the prospectus. An application has been made to have the fund listed on the Malta Stock
Exchange. If listing is granted, investors will be exempt from capital gains tax on the redemption of their shares.
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Excellent Cuisine

Daily Specialities

including pasta, f_ish & meat dishes
Fast Service

Good value for money.

Trattoria Parolaccia

is open Monday to Saturday
Lunch: 12.00hrs - 14.00hrs & Dinner: 19.00hrs - 23.00hrs

137, Archbishop Street, Valletta (turn right from Palace Building)- Telephone: 250 169

travelinstyle

earning more miles with

Air Malta offers you a passport which will reward you every time you fly with us.
Allyou have to do is to apply for the Air Malta Flypass.

Each timelyou fly withi us, you will earn air points depending

on your flight segment, type of service and fare.

These air points will be redeemable for free
flights within our scheduled route network.

g

Your loyal Travel Partner

For further information
please contact

Air Malta Flypass Unit
on tel. no. 22999425/6/7or e-mail us on flypass@airmalta.com.mt

ideal for lunchbreaks in a friendly & comfortable atmosphere.
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Deciding to try his hand as something other than theatre, Pergolesi
switched to instrumental music, composing more than 30 sonatas for
violin and bass for the Prince of Stigliano. Twenty four of these were
printed in London long after the composer's death. He also wrote some
sacred music at this time, including a Mass to commemorate the legacy
of the earthquake which had devastated Naples in the spring of 1731; it
won high praise at the time but has since been lost. Attempting to get
back into the theatre, Pergolesi wrote a deliberately Neapolitan flavored
work Lo Frate 'Nnamorato, (libretto by G. Federico). It was first
performed on September 27, 1732 and was received with great
enthusiasm by the public.

Ayear later the opera seria, |/ Prigionier Superbo appeared (August 28,
1733), accompanied by its comic intermezzo, La Serva Padrona. The
serious opera met with some success, but La Serva Padrona was to
become the most famous of all intermezzi. It became detached from its
original position in support of the serious work, and went on to win
international fame, particularly in Paris. In 1752, a production of La
Serva Padrona provoked a pamphlet war between the partisans of
French and Italian opera (the ‘Guerre des Bouffons' or 'War of the
Buffoons') and led to the founding of French opera comique. To this day
La Serva Padrona has enjoyed an audience of its own.

These two years of success were culminated with Pergolesi's entering the
service of Marzio IV Carafa, Duke of Maddaloniin 1734. Giovanni
travelled to Rome with his new master in 1734 where he enjoyed the
privilege of having his Mass in F performed. Unfortunately, his success
was short lived. Returning to Naples by mid-summer, he met with
another opera seria failure when Adriano in Siria (libretto by Pietro
Metastasio) was premiered on October 25,1734, although the
intermezzo La Contadina Astuta (libretto by T. Mariani) fared reasonably
well. His next production in Rome was disastrous. L'Olimpiade (libretto
by Metastasio) premiered on January 8, 1735, and so displeased the
crowd that an orange was lobbed at Pergolesi's head. He responded by
placing his next production, an opera buffa entitled Il Flaminio (libretto
by Federico), in Naples. This spirited and airy three-act comedy met with
success and is still occasionally revived. It was, however, to be his
final opera. By now Pergolesi was aware of something seriously wrong
with his health, and his remaining time was spent attempting to put his
affairsin order. Years of fast and reckless living had weakened his
resistance to infection, and he was now in the grip of consumption. The
Duke of Maddalon allowed him to become a house guest of the monks
of the brotherhood of San Luigi di Palazzo at their Franciscan monastery
in Pozzuoli in the early months of 1736. Pergolesi left Naples having
instructed his aunt to take possession of any property he left behind; he
clearly did not expect to return to Naples. He died in Pozzuoli on March
16th, 1736 at the age of twenty-six.

Programme Notes: Gerald Fenech
Programme Editor: Victor Fenech



Manoel Theatre Shop
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Melitensia, CDs, Posters,
Painting, T-Shirts,
Exclusive Giftware,Books
& much more for
the Art lover.

Open 10.00am - 3.00pm
Monday to Saturday

Also open | hour before the performance
through to the end of the interval.
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After the performance, your evening

continues at Teatru Manoel's

gRistomnte de CUilhena

A superb range of choice delicacies
@ refreshments to make your evenings
something special.

115, Old Theatre Street, Valletta

Tel: 232574 Fax: 223005
Opening Hours:
Cafeteria ~
Monday to Friday 9.30am - 3.30pm
Tavola Calda ~
Monday to Friday 11.30am - 2.30pm
Restaurant ~
Monday to Friday 11.30am - 2.00pm
Tuesday, Friday & Sawrday 7.30pm - Midnight
Sunday 12.00 noon - 2.00pm
Also open during evening performances
(except Sundays) from 7.30pm - Midnight

Vodafone Malta Limited

Vodafone House, Msida Road, B'Kara BKR 14.
Tel: 48 28 20 Fax: 49 27 11
www.vodafonemalta.com
info@vodafonemalta.com

vodafone
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leatru Manoel

0ld Theatre Street, Vailetta VLT 12, Malta
i Tel: 246 389 ~ Fax: 237 340
www.ledlrumarioer.com
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