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lil'iiii Cultural Events ii
B

“0 Mangel Theatre
V

17 April

21, 22 April

27,28,29 April

Recital hy Carmine Lauri (violin) anJ Simon Hester (piano)

GkanJek jew M'GkanJekx tke evergreen pocliacle ky M.A. Borg (Maletk)
Below tke Belt a play ky Rickard Dresser (Masquerade)

Cl

●0 St. JAMES’ Cavauer ^

5 1 — 15 April

23 Marck — 22 April

21,22 April — 28, 29 April

12 April - 9 May

27 April - 3 Jrme

Holy ^ek Exkikition

Exkikition ky Salvatore Montanucci (paintings)

“Selk is-Serp” ky Bronk Productions

Exkikition ky Janet Caruana Savage (paintings)

Exkikition ky Jessica Dekattista (paintings)

■*1

ig’lilig’kts of tke Festival Programme m

enacbnent of tlie Banclu
^ Russian Cuijural Institute ^

mle lowui Crier ki ding' tl events of tl1C le clav

10 April - 11 May
17 April

Handmade Easter Egg Exkikition
Concert ky Russian Soprano Ly actors in period costume 2^^b-eet

Tatyana \4kina & Pianist Svetlana Radugina
<

4 Mediterranean Conference Centre life - F Period liy FI.R.G.M. 2^i ●isoii ll

Central Bank Concert ky tke National Orckestra
' Claudette Pace in Concert

18 Aprd '

5 May Sliandieratorim ic<§n>

(tw'o perlonnnnccs i Reprdilic Street)m
t

^Jalletta Evenings - A City Alive is an initiative of tke Malta Tourism Autkority aime
tke capital in tke evenings,

activities and events on

d at bringing life to :|
new

i

concerts at Grandmaster's PalInitiative essentially consists of tke kringing togetk
four weekends. Tke dates for tke \klletta Evenings Initiative

f a numkTke City Ali

Friday and Saturday evenings

Fridays and Saturdays; April 20, 21; April 27, 28; May 4, 6; May 11, 12.

arious
of aceer oive er

C'

-Ss-.y
over

1

ware
\

dinlrmg'li Ouai-tet
cityalive @vis itmalta .com '--07^For more information you may write to

(at two different venues)
' ' N'i v-1

1A
\
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^_^^^tary Band Marckes
U
LOi

I V'.i-
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* Band Marcl
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In Guardia - Fort St. elmo Agvrme!
/.

b-eet coirceiTs
i' /

<tra* ilitary encounter ketweenhistorical re-enactments, in period costume, of full scale
military parades keld

e-enactment portraying

Frenck and Maltese troops, from

a mi

xlrikilioxrsSundays at one
f Malta’s most prominent kistorical landmarks-Fort St.

Elmo, Valletta.

1798-1800.on

o

2001 Dates

singing' & dancing
I

ore

Feliruary 25 ® Marck 25 ® April 29 ® May 27
June 24 ® Septemker 30 ® Octoker 28

2001 Dates

Janunrj’ 28 @ Eekruary- 4, 11, 18 ® Marcli 4,
April 18 @ May 6, 13, 20 © June 3, 10, 17

Sc]Heinker 9, 16, 23 © Ocloker 14, 21
Novemker 4, 11 © Decemker 23, 30

Weatker Permitting

Conimeiiceineiit of parades: ll.OOkrs
Entrance fees:- Adults: l.mJ.50 Ckild

11, 18 Grand Re-enactment (c. 260 participants) portraying tke kistoiical event of tke
tire election of Grandmaster Alof De Wgnacourt (1601).

Weatker Permitting
lelrrations on

joyous ce.Commencemenl; of parades: ll.OOl
Duration: 1 liour

irs

V y «

r'l 1 ●

k day performances will start at 10.00 1
Tke events wU recommence in tke

J will continue mrintermptedly
—i evening at different times

til l6.00lrrs.irs anc
Adults: Lml.50Entrance fees: rUT

Ckild (4-16 years): 50 centsren

Duration: 40 mins

(4-16 years): 50 centsren

wm y. *=5"
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0 Welcome To Valletta o

I // / alletta is a monument to courage. Malta’s capital city was founded only a few
months after the raising of the Great Siege of 1565. The Knights of St Jonn ably

1 1 by Grand Master Jean Parisot de la Valette, and the Maltese had
halted the all conquering military and naval strength of Suleiman the Magnificent. Malta
had won but many were the lives, young and ofd, - . -

On the 28 of March 1566 Grandmaster La Valette and his Knights, accompanied by tbe
iJishop or Malta, the Grand Prior of the Conventual Church and crowds of Maltese citizenry
pthered on the site of what is now the Church of Our Lady of Victories for the ceremony
eading to the laying of the foundation stone near the new city’s main gate.

I

The Historical Re-enactment of

The Election of Grand Master Aloe De WignacourtAwhich were sacrificed for the cause.

I

[

From that moment onwards, the city of Valletta, named in honour of the Grandmaster
centre stage of history crossed by generation after generation of Maltese.

rU- n ^ inscription carved on his tombstone reads, was “the first to be buried i
this beloved city of which he was the founder.”

6/ his year’s Festival coincides with the 400di anniversary of the election of Grandmaster AlofDeWignacourt,
in

a French Knight, which took place on 10 February 1601.

Surrounded by bastions, the grid patterned ciw planned by Lapparelli da Cortona, the
Am times, Valletta, although badly damaged during World

Pwpr,, ’I ^ .P^'tbes in her vast array of spectacular, mainly baroque, palaces and clrurches.
ry 1 a piece of Maltese history, splendid repositories of art, temples to God and to man.

■wa^rfairmet the eve of GrTSmasVVffi^^^^^ much of the same scene that four hundred
?he” '» f^ruary 1601, .he day of h» dec.io,, .o the Magbc.acy,

Slpl oii'ofX'morra«A.rblh°g^ o’?PautedoM whtim' *|!'‘' “"nspeople.
indeed. The streets crowded with weU dressed peopleVho WA-iV a ” ’T
of letters like Lord Byron, Sir Walter Scott and Samuel CoiSp of health and affluencc^ Other visitors, men
his cuffs, jewels on a satin shirt and silver buckles on his shoes ?11 I n bke the young IDisiaeh, bedecked with lace on

eiii ms snoes, all had their own personal opinion about Valletta and
Times have changed. Gone are the breeches and tricorn hats tKe ..● ... . . .m j j , «a ,

not to mention the many visitors who make Valletta such a i/iK damages, rumbling through cobbled streets. Todays Maltese,
transport and pass through her gates, opt for more leisurelv'attir''^^*'a^j T by boat, car and public
of the hospitable and awestruck people who welcomed the Apostle^Paul ’*^y descendants
In the city to which I bid you welcome on behalf Ke , -t- ■ a , ● .

organised a week long programme of music spectacle andVeivi^'' "‘md people, the Malta Tourism Authority has
^ = auu loiKiore tor you to enjoy.

r

As the Grandmaster was the supreme head and authority of the Order of St John ofJerusalem, his election to

the magistracy took the form of a spectacular ceremonial. The candidates to this highest-ranking post were
invariably knights with an illustrious career, and who had achieved distinction in their virtues and merits. The
Grandmaster was appointed for life and one of the elderly Knights was often chosen for the Grandmastership.
Upon the death of the Grandmaster, the seal ol his office was broken, and the election of a successor took place

three days after the occurrence of the vacancy. The Pope assumed
the right of nomination so long as the post remained vacant but

duly appointed by

w

ii

his claim lapsed as soon as a successor w'as
its people. the Order.

The election proceedings were held in conclave inside the Orders
conventual church, at first in St Lawrence church in Birgu, and

from 1571 onwards in St John’s in Valletta. The newly elected
Grandmaster took his place under the magisterial canopy, erected
within the precincts of the chancel of the main altar, and took

administered by the Grand Prior
intoned to the accompaniment

■(

the oath of office which was
11

of the church. A was

of music. The church bells pealed a joyful note, whilst the mam
enter theMichael Refalo

Minister for Tourism door of the church was opened to allow the people to
church and participate in the singing of the Thanksgiving Hymn
to the Almighty. The Grandmaster then received the homage of
all present. The Grandmaster appeared from the balcony on the
main portal of the church, where he was greeted with loud applause
and cheers. The Order’s squadron in harbour fired a salute, and
a similar salute was fired from all the forts and fortifications .

p 5?’

VALLETTA'S PAST & FUTURE o

and tire fun P'‘^sents us with the opportunity to reflect on the past, present
the colourfnf capital city.The Festival’s various events, and in particular
e.Thp rinCe 1 P^Scantry, will once aeain recall Valletta’s illustrious history and
it years of o-r-f’ heritage, left to us by the Knights of St.John and a reflection

--.Av,des which vni‘,m E provide the perfect backdrop for the various cultural
you will able to enjoy during the Festival.

Valletta s nrodern chnli
continues to be a U to ensure that, whilst conserving its many treasures, it
clay, but particuhVlv i and cosmopolitan hub of activity both during the
product However it ^ ^^‘-"^aings. Valletta is an essential component of our tourism
give it life after shnn '^'^U^'‘'"ce will be tremendously enhanced if we will be able to
movement towarHc this respect, I am glad to note that there is a growing
a leadiiw VlTT._, 1 Valletta. I am also proud to state that the MTA is taking

.1

A detachment of the Grandmaster’s militia lined that part of StradaIr

5^ <tsVr--''

San Giorgio (now Republic Street) from the Auberge d’Auvergne
to the entrance of the Magisterial Palace. The Grandmaster then

Porinnil of Alof Du fi'hi*-' Arts MiL=ounil

' ,r <1
I'
r

f- when
proceeded in his carriage amidst the rejoicing and jubilant cheers of the people. There were instances
the horses were removed, and the Grandmaster’s carriage was drawn by the large crowds. Thus, amidst cheers
and applause he was conveyed in triumphal piocession to the Palace.

t ll': >v

A, ...

i

itA.-'.' rection.
in honourThe Band played at the Palace Square and odes, hymns and poems, sonnets and cantatas were sung

, cordially invite you to immerse yourselves in a celebration
. pageantry and music. of the new Grandmaster. (

These outdoor celebrations will be re-enacted on Sunday, April 22nd at 10.30 hrs.PAl
■1

John G. Grech

Chairman - Malta Tourism Authority

3-
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The Venues for Musical Pereormances

The Performers(S1
I

h

I

St. John’s Co-Cathedral S
Andrew Micallee - Accordion«

C^ he Co-Cathedral of St. John was originally built by the Order to
serve as the Orders monastic church. Its architect was Gerolamo Cassar

who selected a simple and severe mannerist style for its architecture.
Some hundred years later the church was renovated from the inside by
the Italian artist Mattia Preti who embellished it into a baroque masterpiece
of architecture.

orn in 1969 at Zebbtig, hdalta. Andrew ATicallef inherited his love for the
- ● accordion from his fother who taught him the basic techniques of the instrument.

He studied at the School ot Music in Valletta. He is an active member of the “Accordionci
Tf)

%
9

I
Stars'' which was set up with the aim of promoting young musicians and giving them
the opportunity to enhance their talents. Andrew’s repertoire consists mainly of traditional

i
5/

I

5 French songs.

St. Paul’s Pro-Anglican Cathedral

^ / his church was commissioned by Queen Adelaide in 1838 to serve

the huge British garrison that was stationed in Malta. Its neo-gothic
style from the outside contrasts sharply with the neo-classical and baroque
style which is also found on the inside. After a halt in its construction,
due to a fault in its foundation walls, the church was completed by the
British engineer Frank Scamp in 1844. The church is situated on the

same site where the Auberge of Germany once stood.

i ●
I =James Grech - Violin

t
I% allies Grech started violin at an early age under Marcelle Bartolo. He then furthered

his studies under Prof Joachim Atanassov and continued his studies in Torino Italy
with Prof Massimo Marin at Conservatorio "Giusepppe Verdi" after being granted a
scholarship by the Italian Cultural Institute. In '95 he was placed 2nd in the competition
of Giovanni Esecutori held in Palermo. In '98 he won the Korean Award and Individual

Prize for superb performance in Korea. He has been described by world-renowned
violinists Marco Fornaciari and Boris Belkin as being a very talented violinist.

I

I /I*

I
A!

I

Grandmaster’s Palace

palace was built in two stages and the halls and corridors surround
courtyards. The first of these is Neptune’s Courtyard, the other

Prince Alfred’s Courtyard. The Palace served as the residence and
administrative Office of the Grandmaster. During subsequent periods it
became the administrative headquarters for the French General Vatibois,
and later on the Office and residence for the British governor. The Palace
today houses Parliament and the Office of the President. It also is considered
as one of the main tourist attractions in Valletta.

I4 1
¥

I
May Caruana - Piano

ay started studying music at the age of 6, under the guidance of Ms M.A.
Agitis. Later, she went on to study for several years with Ms. Fransina Abela

Brincat. She sat for aU the graded examinations of the Royal School of Music, passing
most of them with distinction. May has attended master classes with several foreign
musicians, including Ruth Harte of the UK and Prof Marcel Baudet of the Netherlands.
She also studied for some months under the tutelage of Prof Nina Kazimirova of the
Ukraine.

I I |i

I I
I;T1 i.■—y

\Z>
Ir

■ I

s.

Palace Square
( >●A

i f

he porticoed building in front of r-. j ,
^ known as the Main Guard durinu the B . Palace was
» the Secteteria, i.e. the fina.Kh “ f T ^
of St.John. On the left hand side Uth™"““‘“'‘''= *e Order
recalls the riots of the Sette Giucmo ^ is the monument that
an ornate facade belongs to the' ^^^ ^ occured in 1919. Behind it

I
1to serve

.f

I Sammy Murgo - Saxophone
i >

ncient De Verdelm Palace. ,CG>
a (

ammy Murgo is one of the leading saxophone players in Malta. His repertoire
ranges from pop to jazz. During his long career, spanning over 40 years, he has

travelled extensively all over the world playing in clubs and concert halls.

rr \f/ It

I
Great Siege SquareI I F

Ihis square situated in front of the law courts is one of the focal points
of Valletta. One may see here the monument commemorating the

Great Siege of 1565, after which the square is named. The central figure
represents Malta flanked by the symbolic figures of Europe and the Papacy.

? !!f

1

Freddie Mizzi Big Band
,...

ill s

m was formed in 1958 and gave itsf he “Freddie Mizzi Big Band
premier performance m October of the same year on the occasion

of the British Forces Grand Ball, held at Vernon Club, Valletta. The Band
is made up of fifteen top class local musicians and its wide international
repertoire includes the music of great composers such as Glenn Miller,
George Gershwin, Cole Porter, Duke Ellington, Earle Hagen, Harry Janies,
and Jerome Kern, and many others. The Band’s leader is Freddie Mizzi,
one of the Island’s most prominent musicians.

1St. James’ Ciwalier k
'f ’

^Ti t.James’ Cavalier, once an iinpor
lias since September 2000, be

Creativity, where the

taut post for Valletta’s defence system
^ en opened to the public as a Centre for

mi c’ ● r HQ^'^iing and visual arts mav be enioved
The Centre is open from O.OO hrs to 17 OO I-,,-.- n u ^ dc cnjoycu.
f his on all days and entrance

«

$ !
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I'Mi,Thursday 19th April //!

'f,

“History Elegance"

> W
lO.OO hrs - 12.30 hrs

10.00 hrs - 1 1.30 hrs

10.30 hrs - 1 1.30 hrs

11.30 hrs - 12.30 hrs

12.30 hrs - 13.15 hrs

Republic Street

Republic Street

Republic Street

Republic Street

St. John’s Co-Cathedral

Walk-about in period costumes
“Bandu” — Towncrier's decrees

Paul Curmi Folk Dancers

Cameo Folk Dancers

Organ tk Trumpet Recital by
Hugo Agius Muscat A Paul Busutill
Traditional Maltese Folk Singing
The Greenfields — Modern Folk Singing
Versatile Brass Ensemble

VX./

f
w'iir'9

Festivalf
li-

-●'"‘Hiiimint^6tii . n I <« ● i «■.

200^22nd APYD-
1.

13.15 hrs - 14.15 hrs

15.00 hrs - 16.00 hrs

18.30 hrs - 19.30 hrs

St.John’s Square
Republic Street

Great Siege Square
5

t Friday 20th April jk
K

|''4,i Monday 16ti-i April
w / f li

A

>. 10.00 hrs - 12.30 hrs

10.00 hrs - 11.00 hrs

11.30 hrs - 12.30 hrs

Republic Street
Republic Sti-eet
Republic Street to
St. George’s Square
Manoel Theatre

St John’s Square
Republic Street
Chamber of Commerce

Walk-about in period costumes
"Bandu" - Towncrier's decrees

Armed Forces ot Malta Band

March & Display
Saxophone Session by Sammy Muigo
Tony Camilleri - Modern Folk Singing
Rainbow Folk Singers - Modena Folk Singiiag
Edinburgh Quartet

10.00 hrs - 12.30 hrs

10.00 hrs - 11.00 hrs

11.00 hrs ^ 11.30 hrs

Republic Street
Republic Street
Republic Street &

Palace Square
German Maltese Circle

St.John’s Square
Grandmaster’s Palace

Republic Street
Republic Street

Walk-about in period costumes
‘Bandu’’-Towncrier’s dec

March and Display by Italian Sbandieratori

James Grech - Violin Recital

The Greenfields - Modern Folk Singing
Greek folk Singing by Amfion Choir
Cameo Folk Dancers

Testa Band Marches by LaVallette Band Club

rees

12.30 hrs - 13.15 hrs

13.15 hrs - 14.15 hrs

15.00 hrs - 16.00 hrs

19.30 hrs - 21.00 hrs

12.30 hrs - 13.15 hrs

13.15 hrs - 14.15 hrs

14.30 hrs - 16.00 hrs

15.00 hrs - 16.00 hrs

18.30 hrs19.30 hrs

^3 L

Saturday 21st Aprilv/|
K

31; Tuesday 17th April /j●I I.

Republic Street
Republic Street
Republic Street
Neptune’s Courtyard -
Grandmaster’s Palace

Great Siege Square
St.John’s Square
St.John’s Square
Republic Street
Grandmaster’s Palace
Corridor

Walk-about in period costumes
“Baiidu” - Towncrier’s decrees

Jackson’s Pipe Band
French Blockade Period re-enactment

by the H.R.G.M.
Versatile Brass Ensemble

Etnika Project (Traditional Folk Music)
Traditional Maltese Folk Singing
Naxxar Scout Band

Excerpts from “Tales of Hoffmann”
Malta Opera Company

10.00 hrs - 12.30 hrs

10.00 hrs - 11.30 hrs

10.30 hrs - 11.30 hrs

10.30 hrs - 12.30 hrs

10.00 hrs - 12.30 hrs

10.00 hrs - 11.30 hrs

10.30 hrs - 11.30 hrs

Republic Street
Republic Street
Republic Street

nd Freedom Square

Republic Street & Grandmaster’s Palace Nordlmgen Orchestra (German)
Manoel Theatre Courtyard
St.John’s Square
Republic Street
Republic Street
Republic Street

Walk-about in period costumes
Bandu” —Towncrier’s decrees

March and Display by Italian SbandieratoriI
i . a

11.30 hrs - 12.30 hrs

12.30 hrs - 13.15 hrs

13.15 hrs - 14.15 hrs

14.30 hrs - 15.00 hrs

15.00 hrs - 16.00 hrs

18.30 hrs - 19.30 hrs

I
11.30 hrs - 12.30 hrs

12.30 hrs - 13.30 hrs

13.15 hrs - 14.15 hrs

14.30 hrs - 15.00 hrs

19.30 hrs - 21.00 hrs

Andrew Micallef- (Accordion)
Tony Camilleri - Modern Folk Singing
Jackson’s Pipe Band
Tonia & Benny - Modern Folk Singing
Festa Band Marches by King’s Own Band Club

%
I,

1 Sunday 22nd April i1#EI)NESDAY 18th April//| .Mliiiir

]
10.00 hrs - 12.30 hrs

10.00 hrs - 1 1.30 hrs

1 1.30 hrs - 12.00 hrs

I Republic Street
Republic Str
Republic Street

St. George’s Square
St. James’ Cavalier

Walk-about in period costumes
Paul Curmi Folk Dancers

Grandmaster’s Pageant ,,
“The Election ofG.M. Alof DeWignacouit
Grand Finale - Freddie Mizzi’s Big Band

Republic Street
Freedom Square
Freedom Square &
Palace Square
Great Siege Square

09.30 hrs - 11.30 hrs

09.30 hrs - 10.30 hrs

10.30 hrs - 11.30 hrs

Walk-about in period costumes
‘Bandu” — Towncrier’s decrees

The Police Band, & Police Drill
Band Marches and Display
May Caruana - l^iano Recital

(Organised by Dept, of Culture)
Traditional Maltese Folk Singing
Paul Curmi Folk Dancers

Edinburgh Quartet

eet

to

12.30 hrs - 13.15 hrs 11.45 hrs - 13.00 hrs

13.15 hrs - 14.15 hrs

15.00 hrs - 16.00 hrs

19.30 hrs - 20.30 hrs

St.John’s Square
Republic Street

St. Paul’s Pro-Anglican
Cathedral

i End of Festryvl
Tr' f
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Street Performers:T/

I IB

Nordlingen Orchestra

c: The Malta Police Bandhe Knabenkapelle Nordlingen is the municipal band of
Nordlingen (Germany), made up of young musicians whose age

I'i)9
-r

'y »

ranges from thirteen to twenty years. 6/i

V/

t
he Malta Police Force Band was established in 1919 by bands
men from the King's Own Regiment and the Royal Malta

Artillery. The band was re-activated in 1994 and presently has a
compliment of 45 musicians. During the past years it has performed on
not less than two hundred occasions. On the 25th anniversary of the
Republic of Malta the band performed jointly with the Armed Forces
of Malta at St. George's Square. While the band strives to achieve
excellence in its displays, it also functions as a bridge between the Police
Corps and the general public.

hi
U

1TiT/'jr'sr'’! c /

1
: ● j_A
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HE Edenblirgh Quartet% *
.f:i

1
* '/ he Edinburgh Quartet is one of the longest-established British string quartets.
_V^The Quartet remains Scotland’s only ensemble dedicated exclusively to the performance
and teaching of chamber music. It has given concerts in over 45 countries world-wide.
The Edinburgh Quartet was appointed Quartet in residence of the Ian Tomlin School
of Music at Napier University, Edinburgh, in 1997. The Quartet continually explores
new ideas and collaborations with artists working in dance, drama, poetry, puppetry and
other cross-cultural projects.

I .1'4'«
«■■■iw

i March Display By The Band Oe The Armed

Forces Oe Malta
1

5^ V-

f i4 j he Armed Forces of Malta Band was formerly known as the
r J Royal Malta Artillery Band and established well over hundred
years ago. The band has a compliment of 43 musicians directed by
Captain George Debono (L.(Mus.LCM). The band's repertoire ranges

from military marches, to classical and pop music. The band holds
frequent concerts and displays throughout the year in connection wdth
National lestivities and other events.

*

8 «

I *

f
The Versatile Brass Ensemble
o ●■'Vi

heVesatile Brass Ensemble, formerly The Versatile Brass Quintet
was founded in 1999 for a .special occasion to represent Malta in

the Expo 2000 in Hanover. Their repertoire varies from the Classic to
Pop and Jazz.

8

fI

- V

Traditional Maltese Folklore Singing

■i ;
f Vi

no

I(4^ I
arious ghannejja (ethnic singers will be performing traditional
Maltese folk songs known as ghana (singular ghanja) in St.John’s

Square. The ghanja is a four line stanza, and one song duet may take up
to some 60 minutes if not more. The gbannej singer) wall often pick on
a real or fictitious theme. The ghannej is accompanied by either guitarist
(il-prim) or more {daqqaqa sekond).

vv/

Malta Opera Company
I j
i

9
'' he Malta Opera Company IS a charitable trust with the sole aim of producing operas using local singers in
all main and subsidiary roles. Their first production “Tales of Hoffman” was staged with great success at St James’

Valletta. For the Valletta Festival the Company will perform excerpts from the same Opera ^
; corridors in Grandmaster’s Palace.

I \V/
. The concert

be held inside one of the long

I /4^The Malta Police Precision Drill 1f

41
f hM l:noJ

Dr. Hugo Agius Musc/ff 6:Paul Busuthi. '’Mf.
A

he Malta Police Precision Drill was set up in 1988. This elite
Orf group’s motto is “Rhythm, Elegance & Precision”. They hold drill
displays utili,sing the 1.33m-long Lee Enfield .303 rifle, with great dexterity
skill and flair. The team may perform in 12 or 16 formation under the
leadership of Sergeant Stephen Mallia. The display which takes 10 minutes
will contain some 200 rifle movements in all.The M.P.P.D. have participated
in the celebrations for the 750th anniversary of the city ofThe Hague.

mF4

IX
4)

II
A' ■

■\ :

■ X
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f\vy

I Sbandieratori
, A - display by a group of Sbandieratori Irom Terni - Umbria will take

I /[ place along Republic Sdeet and at Palace Squaie. These will be accompanied
^1 by a colotu-ftil pageandy group called ‘Gmppo Stonco’ and anodier group of‘Aicobnsieri’.Organ u Trlimpim Rectlal (ST. JOHN’S CO-CATHEDR/VL)

A
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Maltese Folk Singers & Dancers .T.

f CostumesI
1

^.4 ‘j
In

i
I

MaltaI/¥\ 'S
I
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L'^'

5:5ETNIKA - A REVIVAL OF MUSICAL HERITAGEw as.^

!f T^ / he Etnika programme intends to project the faithful reconstruction of traditional
C_^'Maltese instruments onto a contemporary musical platform. The distinct drone of
the Maltese zaqq, the shrill of the flejguta and the throb of the tanbur will portray a
unique soundscape that resides in the collective memory of the Maltese but, which
most have never experienced. The programme will alternate between traditional
interludes and a series of original pieces composed specificallyfor the Etnika ensemble
by Ruben Zahra. This repertoire will feature a synthesis of ethnic music with other
musical genres, including jazz, rock and classical.
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! ' ne of the more significant events that may be enjoyed when attending the"Valletta - History &' Elegance
Festival” is the series of street walkabouts held by actors dressed in period costume. The costumes

worn are often designed on original patterns taken from the 17th and 18th century style worn by the nobility.

During that period, the materials used for garments worn by the nobility were damask, velvet, silk, cotton and lace.
The tailor or the designer made a pattern, usually floral, to achieve a personal distinct styfle. Some of these patter
were very elaborate and required much patience and time. The thread used for embroidery had to be dyed sep>arately
to create a distinctive coloured pattern. Gold or silver thread was used to heighten the design wherever this was
visible. Other accessories were also used to adorn the dress, e.g. gold or silver buttons.

There were generally two types of dresses: a one piece dress known as “a closed robe”, meaning a
skirt and bodice that was double breasted. The other type of dress generally worn consisted of two paieces: that is
the bodice, and the skirt dre.ssed separately.
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IIz-Zaqq — bagpipe. A reed instrument characterised by an air reservoir in the form of a bag
usually made frona an aniiaral skin.

Iz-Zummara — reed pipe. A wind instrument with a single-reed fitted into one cylindrical
tube and with or without a small horn fitted at the end.

It-Tanbur — fi'anre drum. Made from goat skin stretched over one side of a simple circular
frame made of thin wood.

Iz-Zatzafa — friction drum. Made from a cask, a pitcher or any other suitable container

Il-Flejguta or Fifra — whistle flute. An end-blown flute in which the air is directed through
a sunple mouthpiece agaiint the shai-p edge of a hole cut m the pipe just below the mouthpiece,
made fr-om cane or wood.
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The corsets shape v'as opened firom
the front by means of a double-
breasted pattern, or else fastened
from the back with crossed lace.
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TThe corset had a very low cut
neckline reaching the breasts,

threeGenerally the sleeves were
quarters, and opened wide at the
forearm. At the end of each sleeve
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layers of hand-made lace
attached.' It is worth mentioning

old

were

1that lace making is a very
traditional Maltese

Traditional lace involved particular
designs and the eight pointed cross,
symbol of the Knights of St.John
was a recurring subject. In most
cases the bodice was plain in coloui
while the stomacher, (the front part
of the garment) was more elaborate
in its design to create contrast.

I industry. ,/4\I II I
The Greenfields Cameo Folk Dancers The RiVintiow Folk Group I
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There were exceptions when the bodice was also embroidered, in which case the stomacher had a different, nioie
complicated pattern to contrast. The stomacher was made up of vertical bones to hold it stiff. At the bottom
the stomacher was more closely boned to form the waistline. The stomacher was further embellished with gold or
silver thread, diamonds, silk ribbons and lace.
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PALT. CURMl DiVNCEI^ Tony Camiiieri - L'Ghan^’ej Ben^ny (& Tonia
Another characteristic of the Maltese dress was the skirt. It was complimentary in colour and pattern to match the
bodice. On the side of the skirt there were pockets which were not visible. The skirt was heavily pleated to

a more voluminous appearance and reached down to the ankles to leave the shoes visible. The shoes were heavily
heeled and thus had to be tied fast to the ankles by ribbons at the back of the shoe so as not to allow the feet to

below the knee.
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Stockings were also worn and they were gartered above orslip out when walking.

IThe hair was pulled back and covered with a veil in the form of a decorative lace cloth. This head gear was often
worn by women in high society.%
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Mangel Theatre

lit
Organising

^®\Co>c^inTEE MembersZ^^^ntonio Manoel deVilhena,a Grandmaster of the Knights of St. John, in 1731 decided
build a personally funded public theatre ‘for the honest recreation of the people’, as
recorded to this day in a Latin inscription above the main entrance of the theatre.

The first opening night for the theatre was on the
9th ofJanuary 1732 with a presentation of‘Merope’,
a grand tragedy in the classic style, by Scipione Maffei.
The setting was designed by Francois Mondion,
who was the architect of the Order of St.John, and

the play was performed by the Knights themselves.

Since those early days the theatre has seen Maltese
histoi-y unfold and changes on the Island did inevitably
effect its fate. After the Knights surrendered Malta
to Napoleon and French rule in the late eighteenth
century, the theatre gradually fell into darker days.
With the arrival of the British the theatre came to

life again and throughout the first half of the
nineteenth century there was a nine-month season
of opera each year from September to May.

The theatre boasts of numerous nights of splendour,
when it was graced by foreign royal dignitaries. One
such instance was on 4th December, 1838, when

Queen Adelaide, widow of King William IV, attended a performance of‘Lucia di Lamermoor’, by Gaetano Donizetti.
‘The ManoeT is now officially Malta’s National Theatre and continues to enjoy the high standard

of both local and foreign performers. A truly magnificent and unique place-indeed.
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Ckairman Mr. Martin Morana

Ms. SteUa \EUa

Ms. Janice Mifsud
Mr. Noel Castillo ●

.T&r. . Tony Bonell
Mr. Edmund Mifsud

Mr. Roderick Zaminit

Mri Etienne Montfort
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f .Cl Secretary
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Member
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S Mr. Michael Stroud

Mr. Philip Mizzi
Mr. Rokert Cefai

Sup. Carmel Magro
Mr. joe Borda

Military Pageants Co-ordinator
Casting Co-ordinator
Concerts Co-ordinator

Traffic Control

Logistics Co-ordinator
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, / he Malta Tourism Authority would like to thank the following for their
contribution to* the successful outcome of the Valletta History & Elegance Festival 2001.

[nHistorical Re-enactment Group Malta - H.R.G.M. at Grandmaster’s Palace.

H-R-G.M will be cai ryiiig out a re-enactment of drill display portraying the Cacciatori Maltesi which
a Maltese regiment that had been set up in the last
up arms against the French troops inside Valletta.
The re-enactment will take place inside Neptune’s
courtyard, at Grandmaster’s Palace on Saturday
April 21.
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Tlie Very Rev. Metropolitan Catlieiral Chapter

Rev. Clrancellor St. Paul's Anglican Pro-Cathedral
Office 'of . the President of Malta

f the House of Representatives

Ministry of Tourism

mI Speaker b

r
was

years of the Order’s stay in Malta, and which had take
Casino Maltese

Na.rxar Boy Scouts

Red Cross

Mr. Dominic Borg

George Mifsud Chircop
Michael Galea

Manoel Theatre

German - Maltese Circle

The Malta Chamher of Commerce

n

The Mayor & The Valletta Local Co uncil

r ■ Valletta Rehahilitation Project

Armed Forces of Malta - Mihtary Band

Commissioner of Police

I i I

I *
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Malta Police Band / Drill

f Social PolicyMembers of the H.R.G.M. represent Maltese military
units of the late 18th century, the Regimento di Malta
and the Cacciatori

regiments of the knights of St.John, as well as the
Maltese Light Infantr,y the first Maltese corps of the
British Army which was set up by Capt. James Weir
during the blockade of the French. Extensive research,
meticulous attention to detail and sound training by
experienced rc-enactors guarantee a result worthy
of the members’dedication.
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further thanks g'o to tlie following catering outlets for tkeir assistance:

Caf(C ole, CaD Marquee, Caffe Overseas, Cities Entertainment, Coccopazzo Restaurant,
Croce Bonace Catering, Eddie’s Caffe,

I
Luciano Restaurant4
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