IL-BARRI

Jonfob, jithabat, jilbeg,

Marbut u mxikkel seuwa,

11-barri ghajjien mejjet,

Sa fl-abbar dabal gewwa

U x'bin fil-bitha buwa xamm ir-riba

Li kienet tixbed il-tixrid tad-dmija,
1l-barri ghajjat, u b’din l-ghajta tiegbu,
Kexkex il-biccerija,

Imb’ ghad xbin kollox rega’ ghalli kien,
1l-barri raqad ragda

Ghax bassu wisq ghajjien:

Holom ghelieqi kbar mimlija bdura,

Fejn jirghu bbejjem ta’ kull ghamla w sura,
Li kollba hienja takt ix-xemx bla gies
Jirfsu b'riglejhom xkejjer kbar tal-gwiez.
Sakemm minn naghsa mnejn ba ftit mistrieb
Qajmitu r-rifsa tal-biccier ix-xih;

U kif il-bitha dwiet bl-ghajat u l-kliem,
Il-barri dlonk intebak

Li wasal ghalib it-tmiem.

Ghalbekk, imdejjaq, nafar nafra kbira,
Bbal rub li thossha ta’ xortiba Isira;
Imp’ghad xbin f'gismu bass ix-xafra diebla
Li gajla gajla bdiet tobroglu demmu,
1l-barri bares, donnu ried jistagsi:
Ghaliex? lill-bniedem [i kien ged itemmu.
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