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Lugete, o Veneres Cupidinesque

et quantum est hominum venustiorum!
passer mortuus est meae puellae,
passer, deliciae meae puellae,

quem plus illa oculis suis amabat;

nam mellitus erat, suamque norat

ipsa tam bene quam puella matrem,
nec sese a gremio illius movebat,

sed circumsiliens modo huc modo illuc
ad solam dominam usque pipiabat.
qui nunc it per iter tenebricosum

illuc unde negant redire quemquam.
at vobis male sit, malae tenebrae

Orci, quae omnia bella devoratis;

tam bellum mihi passerem abstulistis.
o factum male! o miselle passer!

tua nunc opera meae puellae

flendo turgiduli rubent ocelli.

1 Jessica Farrugia is a recent graduate of the Department of Classics and Archaeology at the
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Newhu, O Venerijiet u Kupidinijiet

u dawk fost l-irgiel aktar grazzjuzi:

I-ghammiel ta’ xbejbti miet,

I-ghammiel, ghaxget ix-xbejba tieghi,

lil min kienet tghozz izjed minn ghajnejha

ghax kien helu manna u kien jaghraf

lill-istess sidtu bhal ma tifla taghraf ‘l ommha

U langas ma kien jitharrek minn hogorha

izda jagbez, issa ‘I hemm, issa ‘l hawn,

ipespes bla serhan ghal sidtu biss.

Hu li issa ged iterraq f’dik il-moghdija mudlama
mnejn jichdu li xi hadd jigi lura.

Ghawg lilkom ja kiefra dellijiet t'Orku,

intom li tibilghu kull gmiel

hadtuli I-ghasfur tal-bejt tant sbejjah.

O ghemil imwettaq b’hazen! O msejken ghammiel!
Issa b’ghemilek ckejkna, ghajnejn xbejbti

jihmaru, minfuhin bil-biki.
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