L-ISTORJA TAL-FOOTBALL MALTI

Valletta jagbzu fil-qucc¢ata tal-klassifika
fl-ghaxar gurnata tal-istagun

ara wagqfa ta’ tliet edizzjonijiet

biex inghata spazju 1il 100 sena
Anniversarju tal-Kampjonat Malti,
l-istorja tal-Futbol Malti qed terga’
tissokkta bid-disa” gurnata tal-istagun
1952-53.

ID-DISA’ GURNATA
21-02-1953:
Floriana FC........cccceceeueee 4
St.George’s FC............... 0 HTI1-0

Ref: Flt. Sgt. John Kidd (RAF)

Skurjaw: C. Xuereb (F) 25, C. )
Azzopardi (F) 47, S. Williams (F) 62" u C.
Xuereb (F) 63'. )

FLORIANA FC: Guzi Alamango,
Lolly Debattista, Leli Zammit, Donald
Mock, Tony Dalli, Guzi Bennetti, Censu
Fenech, Caesar Xerri, Charles ‘TI-Grioss’
Azzopardi, Stanley Williams, Cikku ‘In-
Naghga” Xuereb.

~ ST.GEORGE'S FC: Ninu Degiorgio,
Guzeppi ‘Harrubu’ Zarb, Zuzu Rizzo,
Frans Zarb, Twanny Mallia, Peppi
Delceppo, Oscar Bartolo, P. Bugeja, Nenu
‘Bec¢cun’ Mizzi, Nenu Bonavia, Joe ‘II-
Felli’ Ciantar.

1. Floriana kienu qed jilaghbu
minghajr erba’ plejers regolari meta
minbarra Lolly Vella, li tilef il-
kumplament tal-istagun wara li dahal
mal-Armata, huma kienu minghajr huh
Tony, Lolly Borg u Pullu Demanuele.
Minflokhom dahlu Donald Mock, Censu
Fenech, Caesar Xerri u Cikku Xuereb.

22-02-1953:
Birkirkara FC ...........c..... 1
Rabat FC ......coeveeerrennene 0 HTO0-0

Ref: Joe M. Cassar Naudi.

Skorja: K. Valenzia (B) 86'.

BIRKIRKARA FC: Raymond Cosby,
Sunny Borg Cardona, Emmanuel ‘Id-
Diju’ Borg, Lewis Caruana, Fredu Preca,

Leli 1-Qali" Attard, Frans ‘1l-Lula’
Bonnici, Kenneth Valenzia, Stephen
Sammut Tagliaferro, Leli ‘Il-Likku’ Saliba,
Guzi TI-Gross’ Pisani.

RABAT FC: Tony Micallef, Alfie
Pearson, Richard Proud, George Dalli,
Ruggieru ‘Iz-Ziemel’ Spiteri, Pawlu ‘It-
Tiger’ Micallef Charles ‘TI-Kis’ 7ahra,
Lewis Vigar, Maurice Cali’-Warrington,
Ernest Chappelle, Charlie Theuma.

1. Birkirkara komplew bil-mixja
pozittiva taghhom meta kisbu s-sitt rebha
konsekuttiva fejn ma sofrewx goal fl-
ahhar erba’ hargiet.

2, Vigar ta’ Rabat laqat il-lasta
fl-ahhar minuta bil-goalkeeper Cosby
meghlub.

28-02-1953:
Hamrun Sp. FC.............. 5
Hibernians FC ............... 1 HT31

Ref: Walter (Watty) Gatt .
Skurjaw: K. Camilleri (Ham) 13’, G.
Buttigieg (Ham) 14’, O. Gatt (FHam) 23, F.
Church (Hibs) 40’, G. Buttigieg (Ffam) 55’

u R. Psaila (FHam) 65.

HAMRUN SP. FC: Guzi ‘II-Yumi’
Bonnici, Salvu Azzopardi, Leli ‘Tt-Tirjule’
Borg, George Jones, Guzi Zammit,
Armando Drago, Kelinu ‘Tal-Bandieri’
Camilleri, Guzi ‘San Guzepp’ Buttigieg,
Oscar Gatt, Gejtu ‘Tl-Hacéa’ Psaila, Romeo
Psaila.

HIBERNIANS FC: Johnnie ‘Skipper’
Formosa, Joe Griscti, Victor Portelli,
Sunny Anastasi, Victor Formosa, Joe
Vella Borg, Joe Xuereb, Michael Kingston,
Fredu Church, Jean Claude Coulon, John
Coreschi.

L Stagun mitmum qabel il-waqt
ghal Joe Griscti ta” Hibernians FC li kellu
jieqaf minhabba problemi fl-irkoppa tant
li kellu jaghmel l-operazzjoni tal-cartilage
ftit gimghat wara.

2, Bl-iskor 2-0 il-plejer Armando
Drago gie ammonit mir-referee meta

pprova jxejjer bil-ponn il Michael
Kingston wara li dan ikkommetta foul
fuqu.

3 Hibernians, li fil-partiti ta’
qabel tant kienu hallew impressjoni tajba,
kienu wisq fqar f’'dan il-konfront kontra
l-Ispartans fil-bzonn kbir tal-punti, tant,
li fir-rapport taghhom fuq il-partita, 1-
Isports Edition qalet li I-plejers Pawlisti
tant dehru bla hegga li hadd minnhom
ma pprotesta li Guzi Buttigieg qabel
skorja t-tieni goal tal-Ispartans kien
irranga l-ballun b’idu.

4. Tahwida shiha fuq l-awtur
tal-ahhar goal Hamruniz mill-gazzetti
tal-epoka. Filwaqt li I-gurnali The Times,
Is-Sebh u I-Isports Edition kollha qablu
li I-goal skurjah Romeo Psaila, il-gurnal
il-Berqa attribwixxa l-goal lil Gejtu Psaila
filwaqt li I-gurnal Lehen is-Sewwa sostna
li I-goal kien ta” Guzi Buttigieg ghaliex
il-plejer Psaila (minghajr ma specifikaw
jekk hux Romeo jew huh Gejtu) kompla
I-ballun fix-xibka meta dan kien diga
skorra l-linja tal-goal.

01-03-1953:

Valletta FCousessusessonmsssns 2

Sliema Wdrs. FC............ 0 HTI1-0

Ref: Major Alfred P. Briffa (R.M.A)

Skurjaw: S. Rapinett (V) 20" u P.
Vassallo (V) 69".

VALLETTA FC: Edwin Zammit,
Nenu ‘TI-Wizza” Mackay, Edwin ‘Dwinu’
Schembiri, Joe ‘It-Tichy” Grech, Censu
Muscat, Salvinu Schembri, Freddie
Farrugia, Silvio Rapinett, Leli ‘Il-Pesa’
Pace, Guzi ‘1z-Zajer’ Borg, Pawlu ‘Ta’” L-
Imtarfa’ Vassallo.

. SLIEMA WDRS. FC: Victor Scerri,
Guzi ‘Geddumu’ Bonnici, Lolly ‘Tal-
Mitejn” Cuschieri, Gejtu ‘Gaga’ Sacco,
Ray Edwards, Guzi Cuschieri, Michael
Bonnici, Maurice Walsh, Joe ‘Jockey’
Xuereb, Frank Tonna, Sammy Nicholl.

1. Sliema Wanderers hallew
barra lill-goalkeeper Lolly Rizzo, u 1-
plejers Tony Nicholl, Guzi Vassallo u
Charlie Mattocks mill-ahhar harga kontra
Birkirkara li fiha kienu tilfu 1-0. Ninu
Calleja kien nieqes ukoll ghaliex kien
ghadu mwegga’.

2. Michael Bonnici, wiehed mill-
plejers godda fit-tim huwa tewmi ma’
Guzi Bonnidi. It-tifel ta” Michael Bonnici,
Sandro Bonnici laghab ghal diversi snin
fid-divizjonijiet iz-zghar tal-MFA fis-snin
disghin. Hu t-tewmin Bonnici, Salvu,
ukoll laghab ma’ Sliema Wanderers fis-
snin hamsin u sittin filwagqt li t-tifel ta’
Salvu Bonnici, Karl Bonnici, laghab ma’
Sliema u Valletta fis-snin disghin.

Il-kowc¢ ta’ Floriana, George Shaw, bit-
Tazza tar-rebh tal-Kampjonat flimkien ma’
plejers u dirigenti. Fuq ix-xellug nett jidher
Anton Buttigieg, eks-president ta’ Malta.
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minn Tonio Farrugia

3. Leli Pace, li kien ged jirritorna
ma’ Valletta wara li ghaddietlu s-
sospensjoni ta’ xahar li wehel mill-

Armata, kwazi kien awtur ta” goal

mhux tas-soltu, meta b’dahru lejn
il-lasta intlaqat f'rasu mill-goalkick tal-
goalkeeper Victor Scerri bil-ballun jolqot
il lasta I mimduda u jispi¢¢a barra.

4. Bejn is-26 u s-36 minuta Valletta
laghbu b’ghaxar plejers meta wegga” ‘It-
Tichy” Grech li hareg jiddewwa.

KLASSIFIKA: Birkirkara FC 14 pti.;
Valletta FC u Floriana FC 13 pti.;
Sliema Wdrs. FC 8 pti.; Hamrun Sp.
FC u Hibernians FC / pti.; St. George's
FC u Rabat FC 5 pti.

1-AQWA SKORERS: L. Pace (Valletta
FC) 7 goals; C. Azzopardi (Floriana
FC) 6 goals; P. Vassallo (Valletta FC) u
M. Kingston (Hibernians FC) 4 goals.

L-GHAXAR GURNATA
07-03-1953:
RADAE FC ..ovvssesssarssnsosross 0
Sliema Wdrs. FC............ 0

Ref: Michael Sciberras.

RABAT FC: Tony Micallef, Alfie
Pearson, Richard Proud, George Dalli,
Ruggieru ‘Iz-Ziemel” Spiteri, Pawlu ‘It-
Tiger’ Micallef, Charles ‘II-Kis” Zahra,
Lewis Vigar, Maurice Cali’-Warrington,
Charlie Theuma, Horace Herbert.

. SLIEMA WDRS. FC: Victor Xerri,
Guzi ‘Geddumu” Bonnici, Lolly “Tal-
Mitejn” Cuschieri, Guzi Cuschieri, Ray
Edwards, Piju Lebrun, Michael Bonnici,
Tony Nicholl, Joe Jockey” Xuereb,
Sammy Nicholl, Guzi ‘Labre” Camilleri.

L Lolly Cuschieri spicca l-isptar
b’siequ miksura wara tackle ma’ Cali
ta’ Rabat, fil-57 minuta. F’'dan il-hin
il-Wanderers kienu diga qed ihossu n-
nuqqas ta’ Ray Edwards li wegga’, f1-34
minuta, u ghalkemm irritorna, fil-55
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minuta, kien il-hin kollu ged izappap.
Lolly Cuschieri tilef il-kumplament tal-
istagun.

2. Skond ir-rapport li deher fuq
I-Isports Edition tat-Times of Malta I-ebda
karozza tal-First Aid ma kienet prezenti
ghal din il-partita tant li meta Cuschieri
kiser saqajh huwa ttiehed lejn I-Isptar
fil-Black Maria tal-Pulizija qisu xi wiehed
li xellef difrejh mal-gustizzja minflok Ii
wegga’ serjament.

3, Minkejja li Sliema komplew
jilaghbu biz-zaghzagh fuq talba tal-
partitarji taghhom huma dahhlu lura lill-
veteran Tony Nicholl.

08-03-1953:
Hibernians FC ............... 5
St. George’s FC.............. 1 HT21

Ref: Flt. Sgt. John Kidd (RAF)

Skurjaw: F. Church (H) 90 sekonda, J.
Xuereb (H) 28’, G. Oliva (St. Geo) 36, F.
Church (H) 67" u 81" u J. Xuereb (H) 88'.

HIBERNIANS FC: Johnnie ‘Skipper’
Formosa, Buxton, Victor Portelli, John
Gatt, Victor Formosa, Joe Vella Borg, Joe
Xuereb, Michael Kingston, Fredu Church,
Jean Claude Coulon, Lorry ‘Gegiga’
Cassar.
~ ST.GEORGE’S FC: Ninu Degiorgio,
Zuzu Rizzo, Frans Purkiss, Frans Zarb,
Twanny Mallia, Salvu Romolo, Oscar
Bartolo, Nenu Bonavia, Guzi Oliva, Salvu
‘L-Iscotch” Scicluna, Joe ‘Il-Felli” Ciantar.

14-03-1953:
Valletta FC.uussseosinsssss 1
Birkirkara FC ..ccsessssesss 0 HTI1-0

Ref: Joe M. Cassar Naudi.

Skorja: 0.g L. Attard (V) 20".

VALLETTA FC: Edwin Zammit,
Nenu TI-Wizza” Mackay, Edwin ‘Dwinu’
Schembri, Guzi ‘Tt-Tichy” Grech, Censu
Muscat, Salvinu Schembri, Pawlu ‘Il-
Puxu’ Zammit, Freddie Farrugia, Leli
‘II-Pesa’ Pace, Silvio Rapinett, Pawlu “Ta’
L-Imtarfa’ Vassallo.

BIRKIRKARA FC: Ray Cosby, Sunny
Borg Cardona, Emmanuel ‘Id-Diju’

L-erba’ plejers leggendarji ta’ Floriana
— Tony Cauchi, Pullu Demanuele, Lolly
Borg u Lolly Debattista

Parti mill-folol li kienu jattendu
ghal-loghbiet tas-snin hamsin
fl-Empire Stadium, il-GZira.

Borg, Louis Caruana, Fredu Preca, Leli
T-Qali” Attard, Frans ‘II-Lula” Bonnici,
Leli ‘Tl-Likku’ Saliba, Stephen Sammut
Tagliaferro, Pye, Guzi ‘1I-Gross” Pisani.

2 L-autogoal ta” Leli Attard wasal
fuq devjazzjoni bir-ras minn xutt ta’
Pawlu Vassallo.

2, 1z-zaghzugh goalkeeper ta’
Valletta, Edwin Zammit, 20 sena, jumejn
qabel din il-partita kien ghadu kemm gie
mmultat Lm5 mill-Magistrat V. Refalo
wara li dan sabu hati i waqt il-partita tat-
Tieni Divizjoni bejn Valletta u Floriana,
tat-8 ta’ Marzu, 1953, huwa pprovoka
I-folla Furjaniza b’mossi mhux xierqa.

3. B’din ir-rebha Valletta FC qabzu
1il Birkirkara fil-quccata tal-klassifika.

15-03-1953:
Hamrun Sp. FC.............. 0
Elotiatia BC....oresesisonsoronss 0

HAMRUN SP. FC: Guzi "Yumi’
Bonnici, Salvu Azzopardi, Johnnie
‘Is-Sakarm’ Borg, George Jones, Guzi
Zammit, Armando Drago, Kelinu ‘Tal-
Bandieri’ Camilleri, Guzi ‘San Guzepp’
Buttigieg, Oscar Gatt, Gejtu ‘Il-Hacéca’
Psaila, Romeo Psaila.

FLORIANA FC: Guzi Alamango,
Willie Xerri, Leli Zammit, Donald
Mock, Tony Dalli, Guzi Bennetti, Victor
Farrugia, Stanley Williams, Charles ‘1l-
Grioss’ Azzopardi, Lolly Borg, Cikku
‘In-Naghga’ Xuereb.

2 Ghal Floriana rritorna Lolly
Borg izda Demanuele u I-ahwa Vella
baqghu niegsa.

KLASSIFIKA: Valletta FC 15 pti.;
Birkirkara FC u Floriana FC 14 pti.;
Sliema Wdrs. FC u Hibernians FC 9
pti.; Hamrun Sp. FC 8 pti.; Rabat FC
6 pti. u St.George’s FC 5 pti.

L-AQWA SKORERS: L. Pace
(Valletta FC) 7 goals; C. Azzopardi
(Floriana FC) 6 goals; F. Church
(Hibernians FC) 5 goals; M.
Kingston (Hibernians FC) u P.
Vassallo (Valletta FC) 4 goals.
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