L-ISTORJA TAL-FUTBOL MALTI

* Salvinu Schembri jiddebutta ma’ Sliema Wanderers
* Floriana jsofru l-ewwel telfa

Salvinu Schembri bil-flokk
ta’ Sliema Wanderers

Is-Sitt Gurnata

09-01-1954:

Valletta FC — Hamrun Sp. FC 2-1
H.T 2-1

Ref: Flt. Sgt. James Tuckett (RAF)
Skurjaw: R. Psaila (H) pen. 23, N.
Mackay (V) 24" u S. Rapinett (V) 40

Valletta FC: Mike ‘Moro’ Cutajar,
Nenu ‘T-Wizza” Mackay, Edwin
‘Dwinu’ Schembri, Charles Zerafa,
Censu Muscat, Lewis Azzopardi, Leli
‘II-Pesa’ Pace, Silvio Rapinett, Guzi
Zammit, Guzi 1z-Zajer’ Borg, Pawlu
‘Ta’ L-Imtarfa” Vassallo.

Hamrun Sp. FC: Guzi ‘T-Yumi’
Bonnici, Salvu Azzopardi, Johnnie
‘Is-Sakarm’ Borg, Johnnie Alamango,
Guzi Zammit, Armando Drago, Kelinu
‘Tal-Bandieri’ Camilleri, George Jones,
Salvu Bartolo, Guzi ‘San Guzepp’
Buttigieg, Romeo ‘Il-FHacc¢a’ Psaila.

1. Ghal Valletta rritorna I-plejer Pawlu
Vassallo. Hu kien ilu nieqes seba’ xhur
— ezattament mill-ahhar partita tal-
kampjonat li ghadda.

2. Il-partita ntlaghbet taht xita kontinwa
usilg.

10-01-1954:

Sliema Wdrs. FC — Floriana FC 3-2
H.T3-1

Ref: FIt. Sgt. James Tuckett (RAF)
Skurjaw: S. Nicholl (S) 6’, S. Williams
(F) 14, T. Nicholl (S) 19, S. Schembri (S)
24’ u S. Williams (F) 61°.

Sliema Wdrs. FC: Ray Cosby, Guzi
‘Geddumu’ Bonnici, Lolly “Tal-Mitejn’
Cuschieri, Gejtu ‘Gaga’ Sacco, Ray
Edwards, Guzi Cuschieri, Ninu Calleja,
Salvinu Schembri, Tony Nicholl,
Sammy Nicholl, Charlie Mattocks.

Floriana FC: Michael Galea, Lolly
Debattista, Leli Zammit, Guzi Bennetti,
Tony Dalli, Tony Vella, Lolly ‘Ir-Roy’
Vella, Lolly Borg, Stanley Williams,
Charlie In-Najsu’ Bennetti, Pullu “II-
Koku” Demanuele.

1. Floriana FC sofrew l-ewwel telfa fil-
kampjonat.

2. L-MFA ma kinetx lagghet talba ta’
Floriana FC sabiex tressaq il-partita
ghal data aktar tard minhabba li kienet
se tintlaghab qrib wisq tal-loghba
taghhom tat-Tourney tal-Milied ma’

F.K Spartak tal-Jugoslavija.

3. Salvinu Schembri iddebutta ma’
Sliema Wanderers wara li rnexxielu
jinhall mill-kuntratt li kien jorbtu

ma’ Valletta FC meta dawn tal-ahhar
hallewh jitlaq wara li raw 1i I-plejer
baqga’ jzomm sod fil-fehma tieghu

li ma jilghabx aktar maghhom. Ir-
registrazzjoni tieghu dahlet ghand
I-MFA fit-8 ta’ Jannar, 1954, fil-ghaxija.
Huwa ha post Walsh li waqaf ghal

xi zmien minhabba operazzjoni tal-
cartilage.

4. Floriana FC ipprotestaw minhabba li
sostnew li meta din il-partita suppost
li ntlaghbet originarjament Salvinu
Schembri kien ghadu ma jistax jilghab
mal-Wanderers. Fil-fatt, id-data
originali ta” din il-partita kienet f1-20 ta
Dicembru, 1953, imma kienet thassret
minhabba I-Elezzjonijiet Generali.
Floriana kienu bbazaw il-protest
taghhom fuq Rule 7 li kienet tghid li
jekk loghba kompetittiva tigi posposta,
tintlaghab mill-gdid jew id-data tigi
mibdula, dawk il-plejers li kienu
registrati biss fid-data originali jistghu
jilaghbu. Ir-regolament ikompli jghid
li plejer li jkun sospiz u sadanittant
tghaddilu s-sospensjoni dak ikun jista’
jilghab. L-MFA b’sorpriza ma laqghetx
il-protest ta” Floriana minhabba

li sostniet li Regolament Nr. 7 ma
jistipulax li meta ti¢caqglaq il-fixture
I-plejers li sadanittant ikunu gew
akkwistati ma jkunux eligibbli ghal-
loghba.

5. Kien hemm xnighat persistenti

li Sliema Wanderers hallsu somma
rekord ta’ £800 sabiex Valletta hallew
lil Salvinu Schembri mill-kuntratt
tieghu maghhom. Fil-fatt f'din il-
loghba kien hemm kartellun imdendel
fil-Valletta Side bi £800 fuqu li bih
il-Beltin riedu jinku lis-Slimizi fis-sens
li jekk Schembri telaq dan ma telagx
b’xejn. Madankollu din baqghet biss
xniegha minhabba li bir-regolamenti
tal-MFA l-ebda plejer bil-Form K ma
jista” jinbiegh.

6. Lolly Borg xejn ma kellu fortuna
fir-ritorn tieghu ma’ Floriana meta
wara l-partita ttiehed l-isptar San Luqa
jsofri minn concussion fejn inzamm
hemmbhekk ghal tlitt ijilem. Huwa tilef
il-kumplament tal-istagun.

7. Anke Guzi Bennetti kien qed
jirritorna ghal Floriana wara li kien ilu
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minn Tonio Farrugia

nieqges xahrejn jirkupra minn operazzjoni
tal-appendicite. Kemm Guzi Bennetti
kif ukoll Lolly Borg kienu diga laghbu
ma’ Floriana fit-telfa ta’ 1-0 fil-final tax-
Scicluna Cup kontra Sliema, tat-8 ta’
Dicembru, 1953, u anke fit-Tourney tal-
Milied kontra FK Spartak fit-3 ta” Jannar
1954 f'telfa ohra ta’ 2-3.

16-01-1954:

Hibernians FC — Melita FC 1-0
H.T0-0

Ref: Sgt. John Azzopardi
Skorja: F. Church (H) 70’.

Hibernians FC: Johnnie ‘Skipper’
Formosa, Colin Tabone, Victor Portelli,
John Gatt, Victor Formosa, Sunny
Anastasi, Toni ‘Skitu” Spiteri, Fredu
Church, J. Spiteri, Joe ‘Il-Felli’ Ciantar,
Lorry ‘11-Gegiga” Cassar.

Lolly Borg ... tilef il-kumplament
tal-istagun minhiabba injury

Melita FC: Edwin Zammit, Patrick
Feekry, Albert Grech, Giusi Borg, Leli
Borg Bonaci, George Bencini, Chetcuti,
C. Zammit, Bertie Agius, Rene Formosa,
Roy Muscat.

1. Melita pprezentaw formazzjoni ta’
emergenza ineta t-tliet plejers Inglizi
taghhom John Finlay, Bill MacDonald u
Peter Cornish kollha kienu mpenjati fil-
League Decider tan-Naval Championship
fil-ground ta’ Corradino. Posthom haduh
tliet zaghzagh — Chetcuti, Zammit u Roy
Muscat.

2. L-ex-plejer ta’ St. George’s FC, l-outside
left Guzi Ciantar ‘Il-Felli’, iddebutta ma’
Hibernians wara li skonta sospensjoni ta’
sitt xhur li wehel mill-MFA wara li nstab
hati li réieva £38 minghand is-Saints fl-
istagun li ghadda meta kien irregistrat
bhala amateur. Minbarra s-sospensjoni
Ciantar kellu jirritorna 1-flus lill-klabb

ta’ St. George’s. I1-Kunsill tal-MFA
issospenda wkoll lill-Kumitat ta” St.
George's FC ghal tliet snin.

17-01-1954:

Birkirkara FC — Rabat FC 1-0

H.T 0-0

Ref: Joseph Spiteri.

Skorja: S. Samut Tagliaferro (B) 85'.

Birkirkara FC: William Templeman,
Fredu Preca, Emmanuel ‘Id-Diju’ Borg,
Lewis Caruana, Frans Theuma, Bob
Bonavia, Mario Merola, Victor Farrugia,
Lieut. Stephen Samut Tagliaferro, Leli ‘II-
Likku’ Saliba, Guzi ‘II-Gross’ Pisani.

Rabat FC: Alfred Zammit, Walter
Powell, Alfie Pearson, George Dalli, Joe
‘II-Wirxu’ Aquilina, Donald MacDonald,
Louis Vigar, Tony Caruana, Charlie
‘1I-Grioss” Azzopardi, Charlie Theuma,
Peter ‘II-Glorja” Micallef.

1. Il-gowlkiper ta’ riserva Willie
Templeman ta’ Birkirkara kien akkwistat
minghand Msida Wolves fis-sajf. Huwa
dahal minflok Lolly Rizzo ghal din il-
partita.

2. Anke Rabat kienu ged jilghabu bil-
gowlkiper ta’ riserva Alfred Zammit
wara li Ninu Micallef kien ghadu ma giex
f'sikktu.

3. Rabat sofrew l-ewwel telfa fil-
kampjonat u fallew l-okkazjoni li jitilghu
fil-quccata tal-Ewwel Divizjoni ghall-
ewwel darba fl-istorja tal-klabb taghhom.
Fil-fatt kellhom jistennew tletin sena ohra
gabel ma ghamlu din il-bravura fis-snin
tmenin.

Klassifika: Sliema Wdrs. FC u Floriana
FC 8 pti.; Rabat FC, Valletta FC u
Hibernians FC 7 pti.; Hamrun Sp. FC 6
pti.; Birkirkara FC 3 pti. u Melita FC 2 pti.

L-Aqwa Skorers: R. Psaila (Flamrun Sp.
FC) 5 goals; F. Church (Hibernians FC);
C. Azzopardi (Rabat FC); T. Nicholl
(Sliema Wdrs. FC) u P. Demanuele
(Floriana FC) 4 goals.

Ahbarijiet

r-referi, Michael Sciberras, habbar

li kien ged jirrizenja minn din il-
kariga. F'ittra mibghuta lil Malta
Football Association, is-Sur Sciberras
informahom li fit-22 ta” Dicembru, 1953,
huwa kien mgharraf li ghat-Tourney
tal-Milied huwa kien inkarigat biex
ikun linesman ghal-loghba Floriana FC
kontra Spartak u referi ghal-loghba bejn
MFA XI u Spartak.

Madankollu b’sorpriza fit-3 ta’
Jannar, fit-8.00 a.m., huwa kien gie
nfurmat verbalment li l-appuntament
tieghu ghall-partita bejn MFA XI u
Spartak gie mhassar. Huwa kkuntattja
lis-Sur Naudi, li kien inkarigat mill-
hatriet tal-uffi¢jali u dan filwaqt li
spjegalu li kienet decizjoni tal-President
tal-MFA, offrielu biex minflok linesman
ikun referee waqt Floriana v FK
Spartak. Michael Sciberras m’accettax
din l-offerta minhabba li ma riedx
b’hekk iwegga’ lil min kien diga
imwieghed li jkun referi tal-istess
partita. Meta Sciberras ikkuntattja lill-
President tal-MFA, Emilio Camilleri,
fejn dan gharrfu 1i hi uzanza li I-partiti
tal-MFA XI jikkontrollahom il-President
tal-MFRA u kien ghalhekk li ordna lis-
Sur Naudi biex ihassarlu l-appuntament.

Ftit granet wara is-Sur E. Bonnici,
referi iehor, irrizenja huwa wkoll mill-
kariga ta’ referee minhabba li anke hu
hass li ma giex ittrattat tajjeb fl-istess
Tourney tal-Milied.

Fis-7 ta’ Jannar, 1954, il-Malta
Football Association harget il-programm
ta’ fixtures godda sa tmiem l-istagun.
II-fixtures kellhom jitfasslu kollha mill-
gdid wara l-waqfien ta” gimgha i kien
hemm minhabba 1-Elezzjonijiet Generali
u anke minhabba li ma setghux jaghmlu
aktar uzu mill-ground tal-Imriehel.

Fid-9 ta’ Jannar, 1954, is-Segretarju
ta’” Floriana, Joe Martinelli, kien irrizenja
mill-kariga wara li xi membri tal-
kumitat ta’ Floriana kienu tkellmu ma’
xi partitarji li d-decizjoni li I-goalkeeper
Alamango jigi rrapurtat lill-MFA fuq
imgieba hazina kienet ittiehdet minn Joe
Martinelli wahdu. Dan tal-ahhar fl-ittra
ta’ rizenja sostna li d-decizjoni kienet
ittiehdet mill-Kumitat kollu fil-Laggha
tal-10 ta" Novembru, 1953, fejn ma kienx
prezenti 1-Vici President biss u wara
dan ukoll kien qabel mad-decizjoni li
ttiehdet. Alamango kien ghadu ma jistax
jilghab meta I-MFA kienet ssospendietu
sal-31 ta’ Marzu, 1954.

Fit-13 ta” Jannar, 1954, f'partita
brisq il-Poppy Day Fund Floriana
ghelbu lil UK Combines Services bl-
iskor ta’ 7-3 wara li sal-mistrieh kienu
4-2 minn fuq. Ghal Floriana skorjaw
Tony Cuachi tliet darbiet, Charlie
Bennetti darbtejn, u gowl kull wiehed
minn Pullu Demanuele u Lolly Vella.
Ghas-Servizzi, Harburn u Stevens,
kienu ghamlu l-iskor 2-2 u Hunter kien
ghamel l-iskor 5-3.
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