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Zt: Matth,:w 2:J3·:?3 

It is argued that with Emmanuel 
Lcvinas, the theodicy project at• 
tempting to n:ooncilt a benC\'U• 
lent and just Cod with the 
e.USttm .. 'e of !Ml reached its ton­
dusion. SC'li ptw-es. philosopl»n'S 
and theologians ha,-e Jong ad• 
dressed the problem. but a tom• 
pRhtnSh't thcodicy in the 
modern sense d~.s not emerge 
before Gottfried Wilbdm Lcib, 
n.iu-oi.ntd the tenn in 1no. 

lo La ~u(fn:mcc inutik (1982) 
l.C\•i.nasdaboratcs (!)I.' non-mean• 
Uq( or suf'k1iog, 1-ejectiu,g an)' at• 
tempt to justif)· it, in trying to rmd 
its meaning. ln:>te-;td he rtClCi.ents 
distow-se ru"OwKI ethkal n:.spon,. 
sibility when l'ac;.,:d b)' the sulTei~ 
iug or the oUier. Like othtr 
phiJOS<Jphers and theologians or 
the 20th c:entwy, Levi.u.aS wrote 
in tht $hadow of the Hob-au.st, 

whc-n tht world arose to the prob• 
ltnt of exctssh't C'Vil, which un, 
t'ortunatd)' is still thmltening us. 

WritiJ1g in Gn.-goriunum 
l2006), Orirtta Ombrosi com• 
mcnts:Uiat al themdof a (.'ffltwy 
of namclesssufferlng, th(• disp1v• 
portion bctwccn suffc-ring and 
any attempt at throdk)' is glaring 
in the fate or totalitarianisms, 
wru'S, genocides. ,•io)Cll('('. name­
ltss and useksS sutYc-1ings.. For 
Lc-vinas, paSsl'i'C, impoc;ed sut'fet"­
U1g in itself has no meaning 0t· 
purpose what$0t!\'er, not c-~'t'n 
ontologkal or metapb)~ical, as it 
M:'duees: the vict:Un to $beer VUI• 
nerability in a traumat:hiing txpc-,• 

1i.ence ol bcing annihilated. 
Unlikeptr.w>ualand ,-olunta.t)' 

sacrifict, embrac-.:(1 for a hight1· 
goal, this t)'PC' of sutYeii.ng is nti­
Uitr ca.U1art:ic nor redemptive. It 
is instta(I an ethical scandal on 
the suffering of tht innocent. for 
Levinas, an ttbkal r~vonse to 
such useless surfering, requires 
a.c..1ion ntthtr thau o·ansrer onto 
an ontologkal plant. For exam• 
pie, a Le,'Ulasian Rading of the 
Htrodian massacre of Uie inno• 
c:cnts, implicit in toda)"s Gospel 
narrati,-e or the flight or the Hol)' 
F.unily to £g)>pt. rtjc-tts any iuter• 
prctation or the story as a tr.igic 
but n«~1' moment in the 

t('i>nOm)' or saJvation. fulfilling 
prophet)', 

U' an)1hing, Matthew's citation 
of Racllcl's lament attempts to 
gi,ie voice to namtless :R1:ffc1i ng. 
Tu say that the death of innocent, 
vok.'tkss dilldmi bl'eon.1es mean­
il,.gful ill a comprdlmSh't StOI')' o( 
sahation is tthically suspcc.1, as it 
jw.tiiies U1e sut'rea'ing or tht inno• 
tent, 1naking us eomplk:it with 
the poweN- that pn-pctrate e"il• 
An ethical undn'Sl.andiug uf thl.'i;e 
narrJtives, therefore. shifts U1e.ir 
meaning to human ~isibility 
from metaphysical c.au!lalit)t. 

It issig!Uficant that i11 the mes• 
sage ror Wo1·ld Ptaee Day, Pope 
Leo XJ\t d«:ries that "it ha.s be­
t:omc increasing!)' oommon to 
drag the language of faith iuto 
politil<al battks, to bless nation. 
alism,antl to justify ,iolcnce and 
anncd sb-ugglt' in the name of re• 
Bgion", Ht: points to Uu.: rthital 
responsibility of all beBe,'tr5 
who "m~1 at.'lively refute, above 
all b)' the witness or thcir lh-ts, 
thcSt ronns ot blasphcm)' th.at 
profane tJic holy name of God". 

Similar biatements come from 
thwlogital institutions like 
the-. Me(lHerr.,mean Theological 
Network (RTMtd), l'3lling "to 
find new and indsh,: \\Vrds to 
promote. the knOwledge aud 

Pausing at the gate 

ALEXANDER 
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this year's important montt"nts: teamings1't• 
<..'ci,'t'd, pro1l1Ns m:Mle, grid that is still car► 
ried and blessings th.at lia,-e beeu given. 
Because evel')thi11g ts sped,up be)'ond om· ca, 
pa.bili ty to abSorb what is happen.ii~ in and 
around us, g:atekttping lxt'i>me.s au tht-more 
important to 01·icnt Ottest:lf into U\e new )'t!aJ~ 

Gates are also heralds of what is to 1.vme~ 
tbe first step into ajoume)' that has yet to 
s.ta.i.1. AS this year comes to an eud. " 'e. arc at 
the gate to enter a uew one. These liminal 
places aR ripe with e:q>N'tations, intima• 
t ions.. hopes and fears. 

dirfosion or sacred ,,vrds and 
~ymbols that fOll>"'1C1· peatt', a.itd to 
CClCldemn a.II rOl·ms of manipuJa, 
tion of saC'l"td te.xcs aUued at in• 
dtinghatr-c1<r lJw1e2t. 2025). 

Thtok>gians like Pierangclo 
Stqueri and Vito Mai1cuso, in IU1c 
with other 20th-c-entury Uieolo• 
gians like Dorothy Solk, refuse to 
spe-.ik Cod if not iu reference to 
tht One rl."l-ealcd inJti>'US Cluillt; a 
totall)' dill't:n:nt God from that of 
deistic philosoph)', l«'ad Uuvligh 
Le\li11as, today's Flight into F.gypt 
Gospel appears as an rthkal Wll" 
r<tth't' of respon.sibility no.ha· 
than a btory of propht"tk d~n. 

Tht -child~ thrc.atent"d life in­
terrupts 01·diruu1· order and 
compels Joseph, tht just, to act 
without ht$itation and explana-­
tiou, Matthew·s R\'trul or the 
proph«y "Jrom/ out of Egypt, J 
c:alkd my Son", inc.Uc;it...s U1at 
God caJJs out of s)'Stemit daJi,ger. 
God is ln the vit.1:im, 

Exile, rear ru1d dlSplaccnttJlt 
ru,: not 1'fflet:med or justified b)' 
prophet.')', Propbe~;yexposd \•io, 
ltut powt'rs for what the)' art. 
MC3niugarises not fivm dcstin)', 
but from Ule conc~tc, vigilant 
responsibility taken to protctl 
the ,'Ulnerabteother: 

CMARlO.CAHlll ERl@UM,EOUJill 

Gates b;m:, longSt•f'\'td as places ol tram.i.Uou, 
In :u:dlitrtturc as well a.s mythOIOi,'Y and Jit. 
n-aturc, gates are seen as linllnal spa(<ff. tre­
ating a boundary betw"ten two ~paet:s or 
realities. The last days or the )'1!ar ,u,: like a 
gate between a )'t"'dl. Uiat is: ending and 
ruiotherone that isat its dawn, 

At thegatt-.one ean presmne the natw't of 
What One will fmd alJc:a(I, ruJ(I yrt the prrt'.isc 
picture of what will be fowtd on Ute long, 
winding road is a mystery that is only 1,:.,'talcd 
along tbt wa)', At tht" g:atc into a new)'Cilr, one 
struts to make plans ru1d hopefully set mean• 
ingful ailns that go bt-yood Uie apparmt and 
mateJiaJ, entertaining ideas U1at aspire 
bt)'Und Sdf-C11rid1ment and aggrandising. 

A visitor watks through lhe tunnet of over 
I 00 torii gates at Motonosumi Shirin.e in 
Japan. PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK.COM 

Writing Ute last ru1ide of the )'tar t'or the 
Cbristiau spil·ituaJity section beg«s a sense 
that this time is ripe £or a. g.ttekcc:ping e.'<tr• 
cise. Jn autiquity1 a sculpture of the ~u.r:k.-ed 
god Ja.ims "vul(I be plaeed at tht gatt·s of 
dlics, a symbol of prott'citon niarking both 
the exits and entr.u1~s of the cit)•, Uke-Janus, 
om·g:,tzt is both behind and bdorc us. 

A carou..stl of lmpo11ant m0tntnts strtams 
bcf 01,: ow· t')"CS, episodes that ha,,: Shaped us 
ruid St'l our path. Nowadil)'S using ow· mem• 
ory muscles i$ betoming harder. A memory 
dfort is needtd to not Olll)' recall but to ru• 
nlinate on U1esigni(Ka.nt e,'tnts of this )-eru·. 

Humanly speaking, it would bt a loss ir one 
would just ba.q,."e through the gate iuto the 
new )'tar before taking tiJne to acknowledge 

Mauy gates also have a p<>1ier o.r guardian, 
be it tJ1e angel in Dante's Purgczcory. the 
Guardian at the gate.or Emerald City in The: 
\\~dcr{l11 Wi;;ard or Oz. or St Ptter with ke,•s 
in hand into the Kingdom or God, At the 
Ull't=shold into a ntW )'t"ar, oncge1.s to chOOk 
tht" po1:ter with whom to l'Oll\'t't'$C and dis• 
t.'tm the )'t'at· U1at has gone and the one that 
is l"Olning. 

A.Jr man)' of us this t:onversation pai·tnn· is 
Jesus, who prodaimed himself to be the gate 

(Jn l0.7-10), through Wbkh the sheep go in 
and oot in ~arch of sat'ct)· and abundant pas• 
tures. He promises ft'te movement and dr(v,. 
lation. a lb1n1ing tar and a lit'e,gl\in,g Word 
£or the jow·ne)', He fort:e.S nobody to go 
through llim, but freely callS fo11h to joumcy.. 
explore and take i'tst when needed. 

These days arc not ordinar)' ones, they arc 
an opportunity to rdkct aod look ahead. 
The gate that St"parates 2025 from 2026 is 
less o( a barrie1; aud more of a pri"ileged 
Sp.tee that makes one'.i humll.lllty rieberaud 
WOl'th living, 
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QUOTES &NEWS 

Humans uot c-.1pital 

Adchssing labtu consultants, 
Pope LAo XIV :.ilid he consid-­
ered lhreo aospects of partior 
lar import.tnce .. the protection 
of human dignity, mediation. 
and the promotion of w(ety". 

"Al the centre of any work 
dyn;,mic thffe &hou.(d be nei• 
ther capital. nor market laws, 
noJ profit, but the penon, tho 
fami1y, and lhrir woll--being, to 
~ich averything else is func­
tional. Thi:-s een-tr~ty, coo-­
stantty affirmed by the social 
doctrine of the Clvd,, mJst be 
kept in mind in all bvsinHs 
plaming and design, so that 
woriwfs are rC"CC91istd in their 
dignity and re<:eive coocrete 
responscis to their teal needs,'" 

Christian 
influencers' 
importance 
Catholic- news website Crux 
reported lhat MiUennial and 
Gen Z ctYistian influencers «Et 
inacasingly filling a 'IOid in 
American religion. Aooorcing to 
the report thwe tS a growing 
aodienect aC/0$$ digital plat• 
f'orms by $leering yomg: peopt11 
to biblical answers to tOU{#I 
qut>Stions that aron't always 
answered in Sunday sermons, 

lhe report says W'lltumc♦rs 
come from different badt• 
grounds and they talk fr.ridy 
to their listenHS about every-, 
ttw,g, thus galvanising ~ 
people loohiig for meanins in 
i) c.ulture that lacks itat a limit 
~ years of declining churdl 
attendanui hils 5!C1WtXl. 

Christnias UlllSt 

transforn1 us 

Pope Leo :.aid: • Adwnt is th& 
time when thit sense of th~ 
Lord's re tum is alive, for we Ml 
die and we all must pre-sent 
ourselves to llw judgment or 
the tribunal of God, 

"'Wo. 1TJ.1St make room for 
him, prepare tht manger 
within Ol¥58tlres, not onty th& 
external one .. a beautiful tra,­
dition lhat must bit preserved 
• but above all within our­
selves.. Christmas must trans-­
form us inwardly: otherwi-se. 
its meaning remains empty de-­
spite the c:etebfations." 
· He :.aid the Nativity scene is 

"reminds us th.at we ;re p.irt or 
a wmdrous advent.we of Sal• 
vation in \\tlich w& are never 
atone. but, as St Augustine 
said, .. / lhetNman inhabitanl$ 
of earth~ become inhabi .. 
tantsof hea~n•.• 

(Compil.ed by Fr Joe Borg) 
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