IX-XMARA
(Lil obti Karmena)

Kull x'bin jien nisma’ I-ghajta tas-sbubija
T bajjarni nersaq fejn hemm gmiel u sliema,
Ninsa' *l kulbadd u nterraq b’ girja mbarrba
Biex immur wahdi nhares lejn das-seber:
Ismaghbha I-ghajta belwa, I-ghajta bnina,
Tghajjatli biex jien nersaq narda’ I-benna.

Jien lebbitt lejn din ix-xmara safja
U mxejt mar-rampa mserrpa twila twila;
Dix-xmara dagqa wiesgha w-daqqa dejqa;
Wagtiet tinfirex [ salt go bosta frieghi
Li tisthajjilbom bbal gherug tal-bajja
Jixorbu sew mill-energija sfiga
Li din ix-xmara taghti minghbajr heda,
Ghax kullma ghandba xejn ma zzomm ghaliba.
Is-sliema w l-bena fl-ilma biezel taghba
Ibarsu lejk u bi tbissima rtina
Lilek jistiednu sabiex tagsam maghbom

1l-ferb tal-bbieb.

Ghax l-aqwa hbiberija
Issibba hawn matul dix-xmara twila,
Li ghandha I-hajja, bebga w leben taghhd
Bpal jidbru mitbughkin fil-wiéé tal-ilma.
Kull meta nigi bawn jien insib l-bena,
U noqghod nisma’ x'tghidli din ix-xmara,
Ghaliex din taf titkellem bl-ilsna kollha.

Wagtiet titkellem tghajjat biex tinstema’,
Xi drabi tlissen kliem sabip ferriebi,
U jigi bin ukoll x' bin il-kliem taghba
Jagbmilni hekk soghbbien li nxerred demgba,
Hawnbekk ix-xmara turi I-ghagal taghba

! Behga; karattru,
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Biex lilek kieku terga’ ferban tagbmel,
Ghall-ewwel tibda' tpespes 'mma ftit wara
Jiena nkun nisma’ [-ghanja belwa taghha,
U miexi minn dax-xatt matul ix-xmara -
Jiena nintebah lIi mbux miexi wabd:

"Mma miexi ma’ babiba li taf thallem.

Jien nagkzel hawn, fil-qrib ta’ din ix-xmara,
Biex nimxi msabbar id-f'id ma’ xi tfajla,
Jew biex nikkattna bbiberija gdida
Jonkella nqajjem bbiberija riegda.
U naghzel bawn, magenb dix-xmara belwa,
Biex nedhba ftit bil-logh'b ma’ tfal ¢kejhnuna;
Jien nigi hawn biex nakrab l-egoizmu,
Sabiex nitbieghed minn xewgat dinjija,
U nposs li rrid nitghammed [ ghadsa fiba
Biex bl-isfa ilma li ma jafx bzunija
Nabsel minn mopbhbi dax-xewgat qarrieqa
Li jhammgu s-sedq tal-bajja.

L-istess bbalna
Dix-xmara gisha ghandba rub u gisem,
U dawn jissejbu ilma w-xatt mbux wati
Li jidbru ma’ xulxin gishom imwabhbda.
ll-mewg fiddien ["mixjitu ferribija
Jersaq jizzegleg fug ix-xatt imsaggar
U jibda' jzewweg il-paxix mal-fjuri,
Imbagk'd jaghtibom bewsa w xi zeghila
U jballi rokna mwarrda bhal tifkira.

F'dal-wagt il-frieghi sbieb ta’ sigar safja
Jibdew itawlu d-driegh badrani tag bbom,
U fl-ogsma tal-botanika bbal jidbru
F'tgbanniqa wtiqa ma’ dal-mewg habrieki,
Hawn jien inkoss go fija I-ferh sabbari,
U nkun nitpaxxa b’'dan I-elogju qribi
Li jhalli mpittra sew quddiem ghajnejja
11-gmiel sabbari ta’ dramm kollu seber.
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Hawnbekk gisha tinstema' sinfonija
Meta x-xatt jiebu f'idu l-ilma gieri,
F'xi nbawi jmexxib dritt ghal medda twila
Imbagh’'d b’taghwiga jdawru [’ xi moghdija
Mimlija fjuri sbieb.

ll-mewga tifrah,

Tistrieb dagsxejn u terga’ timxi mghaggla,
Tixbab l-gharusa liebsa bil-bizzilla
U mfittla b*xemx Ii ssabban bla ma tabrag.
Jigu wagtiet meta dix-xmara takbi
1l-bajja biezla fil-giegh ghani taghha,
U I- but ilebbett minn bejn sigra w-okra
Go din il-belt imghaddsa fl-ilma helu
‘11 bog b’ d mill-hamba ta’ nies mingbajr hniena.

Fil-bin tal-ghasar meta x-xemx thun niezla,
Dix-xmara tiebu I-ghamla ta’ xi mera
U turi s-sema qisu giegbed jagbad
F’ buggiega bamra w safra fost il-kbula.
W ghal ftit tal-bin fid-dehra mobbi minni,
Xi badd lix-xmara jixgbel mill-giegh taghba
U jidbru dwal ¢kejknin gishom ged jizfnu
Xi valtz sabib mal-wiéé imzejjen tagbba.

O xmara bielsa, kemm narak sabiba
Kull meta nigi nghaddi ftit bin mieghek!
U fdan il-bin li tidber qieghbda thaggeg
Iggagh’Ini naghraf li int poezija!
Imbagh'd is-sinfonija b’ gatgha nsetti
Bbal jizfnu l-abbar #ifna qabel jorgdu,
U l-kor sabib bis-serh tal-melodija
Bhalkieku jhejji x-xmara ghar-raqda taghba,
'Mma qabel taqa’ s-sikta ta’ lejl kiesab
Tindaqq il-melodija ta’ l-aghsafar
Bil-kant sabib ia’ mitt elf ilbna mballta
L-istess bbal xi tenur li jbaddan I-arti
L-alwetta tkanta f'arja ewlenija;
Imbagh' d tinstema’ bbal supran il-bilbla
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Fi dwett sabih ta’ mbabba l-izjed safja,

U f'dagqa wakda jibda’ I-kor isabbar

Ghax bawn l-agbsafar kollba jbollu Isiennbom
U jferrgbu qalbbom f'noti sbieb smewwija

Li twagqaf kull ¢agliga fugq wi¢e I-ilma

Hawn jibda' jsaltan skiet bbalkieku jbabbar
Li I-kin ged jogrob biex kull bliga torgod,
ll-lewn minn abmar sar sewdien u mdellel
Kollox fil-bemda mebdi [ tul ix-xmara. .
F'dal- hin mistur li jiena fort bil-ghaxqa
Thajjart nimtedd fuq il-baxix ftit nieds
Fir-rampa ta' dix-xmara [ din is-sikta,

U takt dijetil-qamar semmajt lebni
Niz#i pajr 'l Alla li fien mimli bajja.

MELBOURNE ~— AWSTRALJA MANWEL NICHOLAS BORG
1969 '
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