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SALTNATI
Lil habibi Anton. Butligieg.

Saltnati wild il-beral,
Saltnali wild is-skiet,
Il-boghod mill-gegqwigija
Tal-kotra u tal-ibliet.

Kull fejn ir-xaghri jifrex
DirgRajh fbewsiet ix-zemzx,
Hemmhekk ix-zettru nxejjer:
Salinati bhalha m’hemm;

Ghazx, waqt li slaten ohira
RgRibin iharsu biss
Biegx jahitfu gid hadd iehor
U gidhom Radd ma jmiss,

Jien lest biex naghti l-merhba
Lill-ghani u Ull-irsir;
Min jidhol go saltnati
Mieghi sultan isir. \J

Ejja int ukoll, biex mieghi
Tistaghna v’dan ir-rahan
Tal-gid Ii biss jaf jaghti
Min hu 1-OgRla Sultan.

Max-zuza. tal-harruba,
Mad-dahla tal-peprin,
Mad-deheb tax-xghir jizrejjer
Nixzieghru ferhanin.

X’hemm: isbah min-nizziegha
Li tgelgel tul il-wied
Lehenha qisu gniegel
Idoqqu fis-smewwiet!

X’hemm isbah mill-ghadira
Li thaddan go seherha:
Il-blat, il-ward, is-sigar,

U s-sema, qisu fmeral




— 81 —

L-ghana tar-rih ivenven, '
Tax-rita nieila qliel,
Tal-bjar bil-gid jistaghnu,
Tar-raghad jidwi ghammiel,

Ifawwar bl-hena ’il qalbna
Dags I-ghana tal-ghasfur,
Dags ziffa mellisija
Fis-skiet ta’ gnien mistur;

Dags mewga li titbewwes
.Mac-éaghak u mal-Raxic;
Daqs bilbla fuq il-gasab
Tas-saqaf tal-gharix.

Il-bard, li b’sinntu jrekknek
Imgeddes hdejn in-nar
Nghioziuh dags ir-rebbiegha
Li timla l-gnien bi2-Zahar.

- ‘Qalbna dejjem saghsugha
Ghag hielsa minn kull hemm
Ta’ min 2ara’ 1-mibeghda

U hasad dmugh ¢ demm.

Saltnati wild l-imRabba,

-Saltnati dar il-gid:
Tisboq kull sdltna, ghay fiha
Isaltan min irid!
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