DOVIK U LIENA

Gewwg gnien il}i fin mill-isbah sigar

Ii bil-weraq ihennu l-art }j tahthom

Ghodwa wahdg kien gieghed bil-flejguta
Jeghaddj z-zmien Dovik, ZaghZugh mir-rahal,
Li kien 1hobb b'imhabba liemga bhalha

Li] Liena, =xebba li dagsinsew Kellhg,

Gmiel u misthija f'wicéha, wiéé il-hena.
Dovik kull ghodu kien jistenng lilha

Minn quddiem il-gnien tghaddi biex jithenna
B’harsg litiha, harsa ta’ l-imhabba

U xi nofs dahka; hi ghajnejhg tnizzel

U hu jarahg ssir mill-lewn il-gamra

U jgaghilhg bhalkieku wkoll titbissem;

Izdg l-imhabba kienet lilu ghalbet

Li mg sata’ itjed ma jkellimhg u juri

I1li minghajrhg ma hu xejn fid-dinja.

Mela Dovik fil-ghodwa 1i semmejna

Qata’ 1i ghandu lilha jwaqgaf, jurij
L-imhabba 1i mg jista’ izjed £o qalbu

Izomm mohbija, x’irid ikun?... juriha,

Hu gama’ hafng ward, wahda fug wahda,
Dammu w rabtu bil-hajta tar-raddiena,

Biex meta Lieng tkun ghaddejja, lejha
B’dil-hannieqa f’idejh jersag u litha

Jkellem u jitkixxef dii-imhabba

Li qieghda tahdem fih xj tmiem ikollha.
Biswit il-bieb tal-gnien fug xriek mar jogghod
Biex sa mill-bghid jilmah lil Lieng gejja,

U biex iz-zmien mg jarax twil ghal xewqtu
Qabad ighanni ghanja u kienet dina:
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Omm il-ward, int, O Rebbiegha,
L-isbah bié¢ég minn tas-sena,
Fik is-sema, l-art, il-bahar

Go l-imhabba kollhom hena.

Fik id-d'njga tiehu 1-hajja,
Kemm-il haga naraw ahng
F’kollox tidher is-shuhija,
Biss bl-imhabba tkun mimliija.

Piz-zZmien tieghek ix-xemx titla’
Bl-oghla gmiel tad-dawl minn taghha
U bis-shang helwa mbierka
Lill-imhabba taghti sahha,

Ii-bnedmin, it-tjur, il-bhejjem,
Kollhga jhossu hagg wahda,

U hadd minnhom fik ma jista’
Lill-imhabba jaghmel ¢ahda.

Il-haxix u s-sigar kollhg
Gmiel u hdura jiehdu mieghek
U mill-art kull ma jitwieled
Thobb donnu fiz-Zmien tieghek.

Iz-zaghzugh bl-imhabba miml:
Fik ihoss li tikber galbu

U jingibed bl-akbar hegga
Ghala 1-hrara li taghalbu.

Dan ukoll narah fi-aghsafar
Ghax nifhimhom filli jghannu
Dak il-ghana biss ifisser

Li bl-imhabbg huma jithannu.

Jen inghanni wkoll imhabbtj
F’daz-zmien tieghek, o Rebbiegha,
Izda x'maf... x'naf dil-imhabba?

.......
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Il-ghanja ried itawwal, izda lemah
Mill-bhid 1il1 Lieng gejja, o gmiel ta’ Lienal!
Wieé¢ imgerbeb, ghajnejn miksura suwed,
Fommhg holga, xufftejn harirg hamrg,
Qamhet il-lewn ilhamha, tulhg mdaqqgas,

U fdik il-ghodwa (kien il-Hadd imgaddes)
Ilbiesha kien sabih kif jixraq litha.

Kellha f'rasha maktur abjad bhas-silgs,

U glekk abjad ukoll 1j kien jirfdilha...

(Ma rridx inghid, ghax ix-xitan jindahal:)
Gezwira gdida li mill-genb leming

Kienet mitbuqg b’zagarelli kohol,

U fuq drieghhg x-xellugi mixhut kellhg
Dublett ta’ mitt lembuba, xoghol taghha,
Imdahhlg fil-lemin kellha bixkilla

Mimlija ward u gronfol mill-lwien kollha,
Ttfajjel ta’ gara maghhg tmexxj kienet

U bih titwennes. Sg kemm lahget Liena
Fejn Dovik lilha kien jistenna, dans

Jitla’ u jinzel sikwit mal-hsieb ta’ mohhu
Daqga jitbazza’, jagbad jimxi... jarga’...
Fl-ahhar, kif mill-imhabba 1-qalb titgawwg
Gerg ghal fejnha u da’ kien il-kliem taghhom.

DOVIK

Ahfirli, ahfirli, Liena......

Mg da’ l-erba’ wardiet

Hudhom mn’idejja, Lien, f’gieh is-smewwiet!
Wiééek ma hux hlief hniena,

Issejjahlix wiéé iebes ghax waggaftek

Ghax bhallikieku htaftek......

Izda riglejja whidhom ghalik grew

Hu dg l-erba’ wardiet, hudhom iddew!......

LIENA

Jiena kont nithem, hija,

Ii hi haga ftit tqila

Li twaqqaf xebbg hekk, mg kellek hila!...
Il-ward int gmajt ghalija......

Ma, ridtx kieku ghal galbek nuri gilla

'Ma ward ghandi bixkilla:

Ilek bil-hars xj hagg trid tgharrafni

Ma darb’ohra, Dovik, xej la twaqqaini.
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DOVIK

Dehritl; haga zghira

Li natik dil-hannieqa,

U nkellmek, ilha galbi wisq mixtieqa!
Lien, tehodhiex bi kbira,

Ghalik go qalb; trabba

Tn-nar, lj ma nfissirx, ta’ l-oghlg mhabba.

LIENA
Dovik, int galbek mieghi
Mg kienx jixraq tiftahha,
Ghandi ommi, kellek tmur tithaddet maghha
Il-kliem tieghek u tieghi
Fieragh, blg gid jien nara,
U jista’ lilng wkoll igib il-hsara,
DOVIK

Ghad Yint ¢anfartni, jiena
Bit-tama ged inhoss galbi titghalia,

LIENA

Lil hadd ma ¢eanfar Liena,
Kollox ikun jekk hu miktub imn’Alla.

DOVIK

Izda ma nara htija
Ii tiehu dal-wardiet, ma jaghmel ghajr...

LIEENA

Blex mg tghidlix kburija
Nohodhom, gibhom haw, u nizzik hajr.

LIENA

JekkK int ghandek tghix mieghi
Inkunu mhennijin.
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DOVIK

It-talb tieghek ma’ tieghj
Jisma' s-sema 1-hanin,

Hieni Dovik mid-dinja xej’ mg jfattex,
Tefaghha u lagat, ra li Liena thobbu.

Fejn kienet sejra Lieng hekk imZejng

F'dik il-ghodwa? u ghal fejn il-ward u l-qronfol?
Lejn Knisja kienet sejra fejn il-Festa

Kellha tintghame] lill-Madonna: it-tajfa
Tax-xbejbiet kollha hemm kellha tingams’

U kemm ward taghti l-art 2mien ir-Rebbieghg
Newwlu x-xbejbiet sabiex il-Knisja jzejnu

U bl-fwieha jimlew, fwieha tas-sema.

Dovik zmien ma -tilifx; qalbu mar jiftah

Ma’ ragel xih maghruf ghat-tiebg tieghu,

U 1il1 dan talab biex imur jitkellem

M’omm Liena u jgharrafhg b’dil-imhabbg

Li ma kien fihg 1-ebda ghar jew tebgha,
Omm Lieng u dak ix-xih kienu wkoll xbeJJen
U dan kollu ferhan wassal il-hotba

Lil bxintu 1i bil-ferha lilu lagghet.

Fuq Dovik tkellem, u, kif kien imissu,
Fahhru b’zaghzugh mill-itjeb 1i fir-rahal,
Semma wkoll xi tumnejn li Dovik kellu,
Barra minn dak li ghad k’Allg jrid, fugu
Jaga’ wara ghajn barbtu ragel ghani.
Bil-ghagal kollu omm Liena Zammet ruhhg
U twegibha ma tatx ghall-eghrusija

Qabel mg rat il-fehmg u l-galb ta’ bintha

U ’k ghandhiex gibdg lejn Dovik. Mat-tifla
Tkellmet l-omm fug ma qally x-xwejjah xb'nhg
Izda 1 Dovik lg fahhret u la maqdret

Biet tara galbha, u minnhg tisma’ sewwg
L’iva jew il-le, jekk lilu tridx jew tharri.
Gherf ma jinhtiegx biex tobsor Lieng x’qalet
Meta ommha fug Dovik kliem zammititha:
Misthija wiegbet, izda gharfet ommha

I1li minn qalbha wiegbet. Zmien ma ntilef;
Ma’ xbinha tkellmet l-omm, u hbar il-ferha
Intghatat 1il Dovik minn dak ix-xweijah
B'dawn il-kelmiet: “Lewz u gellewz ikoling
Bla ma ndumu, Dovik, Lieng hi tieghek!
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Ommha qalitl; 1i minn kliemhg gharfet

Ili ma tridx hlief lilek”. Dovik thenna.
Ma’ barbtu l-ghani imbaghad fetah galby
(Dovik missier ma kellu u langas Liena)

U barbtu tgil mg sabx 11 lilu jZewweg

Ma’ Liena 1-isbah xebbg li fir-rahal:

Ghal ommha baghat u 1-ftehima saret.

Gle San Gwann, u tar-rhula, kif kull sena,
Imzejnin i1-Belt nizlu qtajja’ gtajja’
Ghall-Festg, 1i fi zmien kienet tintaghmel
Bl-oghly kburija 1 ferh. Fost dawk kont tara
zaghzugh imdandan bil-gharusa mieghu
Imhennijin b’xulxin — Dov'k u Liena,
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