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4. Oliver Friggieri / Malta

I Declare

I am a pilgrim who night and day travels

t.o where his heart once ordered. His heart., in
hand,

guides and talks to him until he makes his desti-
nation.

Hope betrays him and hope spurs him on.

1 am a nomad pacinyg, sundals shuffling,

seeking a ray of light from a window partly closed,

expeact.ing the first welcome from a door ajar.

I am a sllenul blrd in search of a waler spirlug

somewhere in Lhe dislance [rom a pdasl nestL.

In winter I beg nocturnal shelter and leave,

in summer I wait for the rains to return.

I am a stranger and I carry my fortune with me,

there is less than an hour ahead of me,

there is less than a century behind me.

Do not. die on me, oil lamp of my sorrow,

I nestled you protectively in my arms from the
winds,

I kindled you with oils that fell from my heart,

I deposited in you the entire hope of a hidden day,

1 breathed life 1In you from & mouth now speechless.

Love

LLove is a pair of eyes resting on you,

lips drawing slowly open awaiting your reply,
reddening cheeks asking for your caress,

a silent mouth darlng you prlize il open.

Love is a woman, the universe was spawned by her,
and when she dies, it will be the end of the world.



