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Dawn huma fiit mill-ahhar kelmiet li Missierna u
Huna San Frangisk lissen itit mumenti gabel ma
miet. Huma l-kelmiet i s-Superjuyi {-kbar tad-diversi
ferghat ial-familja frangiskana, fughom fasslu I-mes-
ssagg taghhom fl-okkazjoni tat-VIll Centinarju mit-
Twelid tal-Fqajjar ta’ Assisi (1182-1982). Ghalhekk
dawn ghandhom ikunu ghalina Ikoll keimist li matul
is-sena li gejja, aktar mis-soltu, jenhtieg illi nahsbu
fughom, nidhlu fil-profondita’ ta’ hsibijiet li joffrulna
bil-ghan li nfittxu npoggu fil-prattika ial-hajja tagh-
na ta’ kuljum it-taghlim gholi li joffrulna.

‘“Jien ghamilt Rilti...” — Fil-kobor tal-umilta’ tie-
ghu |-Qaddis ta’ Assisi quddiem t-tmiem tal-hajja
tieghu fuq l-art, quddiem ohtu I-mewt li kienet grib
hafna tieghu, ighid biss li huwa fittex li jaghmel dej-
jem il-hila tieghu. Ma jitkellimx minn suc¢cessi, ma
jghidx jekk irnexxielhux jasal fejn ried wu
xtaq. Anzi tl-ahhar granet ta’ hajtu nsibu li qal iill-
Anwa tieghu: “Infittxu II nibdew naghmlu xi haga
ghax s’issa ghadna m’ghamilna xejn".

Hekk jirraguna I-bniedem gaddis li fl-umilta’ jfittex
li jkattar fih l-imhabba lejn Alla I-Hallieq u lejn hutu
I-bnedmin. Dejjem jaghmel il-hila tieghu bla ma qatt

Stamperija: m’hu kuntent b’dak li ged jaghmel, bla ma qatt ighid:
bizzejjed, bla ma gatt ighid: wasalt. Ghal min ihobb
CharVin Press & Co. Ltd. tassew lil Alla jirnexxielhu ftit ftit jiskopri l-infinita’

tal-imhabba ta’ Alla ghalih, u ghalhekk bir-ragun
hawn jara I-ftit li hu ged jaghmel hdejn il-kobor li gej
Industrial Estate, min-naha ta’ Alla. Min ighid: bizzejjed dagshekk.. b’li
ged naghmel sodisfatt .. kuntent, huwa l-aktar wie-
‘I boghod mill-vera mhabba ghax ikun ghadu ma jafx
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‘nobb) lil min ihobbu b’'mod infinit. lrridu sincera-
ment nibgghu naghmlu dejjem I-hila taghna bla ma
gatt nagtghu galbna, irridu dejjem nikbru izjed fl-
imhabba. Dan kien il-mottiv ewlieni li saq lil Frangis-
ku biex ikun radikali f'hajtu.

“Issa Kristu jghallimkom kif taghmiu taghkom” —
II-Qaddis Frangisku sa l-ahhar jibga’ fidil lejn il-kariz-
ma li ghamlitu kbir quddiem Alla u quddiem il-bned-
min. Hu f'hajtu ma ried gatt li jidhol f'xi struttura, ma
ried I-ebda regola monastika tikkundizjonah, ma ried
I-ebda ligi Jekk mhux hlief lil KRISTU TAL-EVAN-
GELJU. Kristu huwa ¢-¢entru tal-Fraternita’ Frangis-
kana. Huwa biss irid ikun l-ispirazzjoni tal-forma ta’
hajja tassew frangiskana. ll-Fqgajjar ta’ Assisi nnifsu
b’hila kbira rnexxielhu jaghmel dan matul hajtu.

“Ir-Regula u I-Hajja tal-Frangiskani hija din: i
jharsu I-Evandelju Mgaddes ta’ Sidna Gesu’ Kristu”
(Mir-Regula ta’ San Frangisk). Fug dan il-Qaddis
tagnna dejjem sahaq ma’ |I-Ahwa li I-Mulej tah. Fuq
dan ghex hajtu. Fuqg dan fassal ir-Regula 1i kellu

jaghmel.

Issa li wasal biex imut ithenni lil Hutu migburin
madwaru biex f'kull pass ta’ zvolgiment ikomplu
jhallu dejjem li Kristu bhala l-unika ispirazzjoni. Hu-
wa Kristu li issa jkompli jghallimna dak li ghandna
naghmlu bil-ghan li nghixu fl-awtenti¢ita taghha |-
karizma frangiskana.

Ejjew ikoll, gheziez frangiskani rgiel u nisa, inhal-
lu dan i¢-Centinarju li sejrin ni¢¢elebraw ikun ghali-
na grazzja li tqangalna biex niggeddu fiz-zghozija
tal-ideal Frangiskan taghna. Dan ghandu jkun ghall-
umanita’ kollha mument imgaddes ta’ fidi u salvaz- |
zzjoni fejn kulhadd jaghraf l-obbligu li ghandu biex
jaghmel dejjem aktar il-hila tieghu bl-iskop li jhobb
lil Alla I-Missier fuqg kollox u gabel kollox, u lil hutu
I-bnedmin. Dan irid isir b’ispirazzjoni li tkun gejja
minn Kristu fl-Evangelju u bil-qawwa tal-Ispirtu s-
Santu. Ejjew ninxtentu bil-ferh f'din l-isfida li hi I-hid-
ma ta’ kuljum u bla heda tal-bini tas-saltna ta’ Alla.

[I-Mulej jaghtikom is-Sliem.
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“Jiena Ghamilt Hilti:
Issa Kristu Jghallimkom
Kit Taghmlu Taghkom"

Dawn huma ftit mill-ahhar kelmiet li Missierna u
Huna San Frangisk lissen ftit mumenti gabel ma
miet. Huma |-kelmiet li s-Superjuyri {-kbar tad-diversi
ferghat tal-familja frangiskana, fughom fasslu I-mes-
ssagg taghhom fl-okkazjoni tat-Vlll Centinarju mit-
Twelid tal-Fgajjar ta’ Assisi (1182-1982). Ghalhekk
dawn ghandhom ikunu ghalina lkoll kelmiet li matul
is-sena li gejja, aktar mis-soltu, jenhtieg illi nahsbu
fughom, nidhlu fil-profondita’ ta’ hsibijiet li joffrulna
bil-ghan i nfittxu npoggu fil-prattika iai-ajja tagh-
na ta’ kuljum it-iaghlim gholi li joffrulna.

“Jien ghamilt Rilti...” — Fil-kobor tal-umilta’ tie-
ghu I-Qaddis ta’ Assisi quddiem t-tmiem tal-hajja
tieghu fuq l-art, quddiem ohtu I-mewt li kienet grib
hafna tieghu, ighid biss li huwa fittex li jaghmel dej-
jem il-hila tieghu. Ma jitkellimx minn successi, ma
jghidx jekk irnexxielhux jasal fejn ried u
xtaq. Anzi fl-ahhar granct ta’ hajtu nsibu li gal iill-
Ahwa tieghu: “Infittxu li nibdew naghmlu xi haga
ghax s’issa ghadna m’ghamilna xejn™.

Hekk jirraguna I-bniedem gaddis li fl.umilta’ jfittex
li jkattar fih [-imhabba lejn Alla I-Hallieg u lejn hutu
I-bnedmin. Dejjem jaghmel il-hila tieghu bla ma gait
m’hu kuntent b’dak li ged jaghmel, bla ma gatt ighid:
bizzejjed, bla ma gatt ighid: wasalt. Ghal min ihobb
tassew lil Alla jirnexxielhu ftit ftit jiskopri I-infinita’
tal-imhabba ta’ Alla ghalih, u ghalhekk bir-ragun
hawn jara I-ftit i hu ged jaghmel hdejn il-kobor li §ej
min-naha ta’ Alla. Min ighid: bizzejjed dagshekk.. b’li
ged naghmel sodisfatt .. kuntent, huwa l-aktar wie-
‘I boghod mill-vera mhabba ghax ikun ghadu ma jafx
ihobb (jew almenu jaghmel il-hila tieghu biex




inobb) lil min ihobbu b’mod infinit. Irridu sincera-
ment nibgghu naghmlu dejjem I-hila taghna bla ma
gatt naqgtghu galbna, irridu dejjem nikbru izjed fl-
imhabba. Dan kien il-mottiv ewlieni li saq lil Frangis-
ku biex ikun radikali f'hajtu.

“Issa Kristu jghallimkom kif taghmiu taghkom” —
lI-Qaddis Frangisku sa l-ahhar jibga’ fidil lejn il-kariz-
ma li ghamlitu kbir quddiem Alla u quddiem il-bned-
min. Hu f'hajtu ma ried gatt li jidhol f'xi struttura, ma
ried l-ebda regola monastika tikkundizjonah, ma ried
l-ebda ligi jekk mhux hlief lil KRISTU TAL EVAN-
GELJU. Kristu huwa ¢&-¢entru tal-Fraternita’ Frangis-
kana. Huwa biss irid ikun l-ispirazzjoni tal-forma ta’
hajja tassew frangiskana. lI-Fqajjar ta’ Assisi nnifsu
b'hila kbira rnexxielhu jaghmel dan matul hajtu.

“Ir-Regula u I-Hajja tal-Frangiskani hija din: i
jharsu I-Evangelju Mgaddes ta’ Sidna Gesu’ Kristu”
(Mir-Regula ta’ San Frangisk). Fug dan il-Qaddis
taghna dejjem sahaq ma’ I-Ahwa li I-Mulej tah. Fuq
dan ghex hajtu. Fug dan fassal ir-Regula i kellu
jaghmel.

Issa li wasal biex imut ithenni lil Hutu migburin
madwaru biex f'kull pass ta’ zvolgiment ikomplu
jhallu dejjem li Kristu bhala l-unika ispirazzjoni. Hu-
wa Kristu li issa jkompli jghallimna dak li ghandna
naghmlu bil-ghan li nghixu fl-awtenti¢ita taghha I-
karizma frangiskana.

Ejjew ikoll, gheziez frangiskani rdiel u nisa, inhal-
lu dan i¢-Centinarju li sejrin nic¢elebraw ikun ghali-
na grazzja li tgangalna biex niggeddu fiz-zghozija
tal-ideal Frangiskan taghna. Dan ghandu jkun ghall-
umanita’ kollha mument imgaddes ta’ fidi u salvaz-
zzjoni fejn kulhadd jaghraf l-obbligu li ghandu biex
jaghmel dejjem aktar il-hila tieghu bl-iskop li jhobb
lil Alla I-Missier fug kollox u gabel kollox, u lil hutu
[-bnedmin. Dan irid isir b’ispirazzjoni li tkun gejja
minn Kristu fl-Evangelju u bil-qawwa tal-Ispirtu s-
Santu. Ejjew ninxtehtu bil-ferh f'din l-isfida li hi [-hid-
ma la’ kuljum u bla heda tal-bini tas-salina la’ Alla.

i-Mulej jaghtikom is-Sliem.
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POEZIZA FRANGISKANA:

ni Strument Tieghek

@

ol

1 Lili Mulej aghmilni 6 Ghin ruhhek biex Alla jghinek
Strument tal-paci ticghck Minnu mehud il-gawl
Kuragg int aghmel fija U fem 1d-dlam jezista
u zommni dejjem mieghek. Hallini nkebbes id-Dawl.

2 Lili strument ghamilni 7 Fik biss tinsab it-tama
Nahsel ir-ruh imtabba imhabba, fidi, dawl, serh
U fejn hemm il-mibgheda anki fejn hemm in-niket
Hallini nheggeg l-imhabba hallini nxerred il-ferh.

2

S Gesu’ Int Dawl is-Sema
Ghajtilna hdejk nitilghu
U meta lkoll flimkien naghtu
Atina Tkoll naqilghn.

3 It-togol ta” fuq spalltek
jiena mieghek se nerfa
Sabiex fejn hemm il-htija
Hallini nferrex l-imhabba.

4 Inti Sultan tas-Sema
U tieghi Sultan Sidi
Ghalhekk fejn hemm id-dubju
Hallini ndahhal il-fidi.

9 Sa ngharfu bit-twelid tieghek
Fejn int twelidt bla sura
Ghallimtna meta nahfru
Ahna nigu mahfura.

10 Nisimghu dan il-kliem tieghek
M’ghandniex naghmlu bhal bhejjem
Ghax ahna meta mmutu

Nitwildu hajja ta’ Dejjem.

Inti qawwa tal-Grazzja
U m’intix blata samma
Fejn qtiegh il-qalb jezisti
hallini nqawwi t-tama.

Ot
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LIL SAN FRANGISK  T'ASSDS
U d-dinja dlonk gharfet qdusitek,
Ghax kulhadd lejn hajjietek migbud,

U l-irhieb tkebsu blimhabba fqawwietek,
Bhalma vlegga thalli gisem ferut.

Kbir Frangisku minn t'Assisi 1-fqajjar
xbieha hajja ta’ Kristu I’ Int habbeit,
L-ghana tieghek lill-foqra mort ittajjar,
u bil-barkiet tas-sema Int staghneijt.

Tktar issa, werriet sirt tal-Genna
Xhidha huma l-pjagi ta’ jdejk,
Serafin minn fuq l-gholja tAlverna,
Tak il-pjagi fidejk u friglejk.

O San Frangisk, Missier hanin tal-fgajjar
Aghni lil ruhma biex ghal hdejk tittajjar!

Kan. Dun Nikol Vella Apap
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[L-MARTRI
FRANGISKANI

Sac. Jos. Grech Cremona

Membru fI-O.F.S.

Kif ghidtilkom fl-ahihar artikiu tieghi
(Qdusia Frangiskana Vol. 1, Nru. 3, pp. 14-
15), fost il-64 gaddis u I-134 Beatu Frangis-
kan ta’ I-Ewwel Ordni, insibu 91 (jigifieri 36
Qaddis u 55 Beatu) martri, li llum ser nghi-
du xi haga dwarhom.

Kien ghadu haj San Frangisk meta mietu
I-ewwel 5 martri frangiskani fil-Marokk: San
Berardu u shabu fis-16 ta’ Jannar 1220. Kien
meta ra l-igsma taghhom f'Cimbra fil-Portu-
gall i Sant’ Antnin iddecieda jsir Frangis-
kan. lI-Papa Sistu IV, ex-General tal-Konven-
twali ddikjarahom gaddisin fl-1481.

Sena wara I-mewt ta’ San Frangisk, ezat-
tament fl-10 ta’ Ottubru 1227, hadu [-martir-
ju, fil-Marok ukoll, 7 Frangiskani ofira: San
Danjel u shabu, kanonizzati minn Leone X
fl-1516.

Erba’ snin wara sfaw magqtulin, mill-Misil-
min ukoll, gewwa Valencia fi Spanja, il-Bea-
ti Gwanni minn Perugia u Pietru minn Sas-
sofurato, fid-29 ta’ Awissu 1281. Mhux wisqg
wara, fid-29 ta’ Mejju 1242, mietu martri,
magqtulin mill-ereti¢i Albigezi gewwa Toloza
fi Franza ,il-Beati Francizi: Stiefnu minn
Narbonne u Rajmondu minn Carbonnaires.

Sadanittant, il-Frangiskani kienu bdew
imorru bhala missjunarji fil-Lvant, anke fil-
Lvant Imbieahed. [I-Beatu Tumas minn To-
lentino miet martri fl-Indja fid-9 ta’ April tal-
1321, waqt li -Beatu Gentile minn Matelica
miet fil-Persja fil-5 ta’ Settembru 1340.

ll-fdal ta’ dan l-ahnhar ittiehed fil-1366 fil-
Knisja ta’ S. Maria Gloriosa de’ Frari, tal-
Konventwali ta’ Venezja, mid-Doge Marco
Cornaro.

L-ewwel martri Frangiskani ta’ [-Art Im-
gaddsa li saru qadddisin, huma: San Niko-
la Tavelic u tliet shabu, li hadu I-martirju fit-
12 ta’ Novembru 1391. ll-gisem ta’ San Niko-
la jinsab ghand il-Konventwali ta’ Sibeniu
fil-dugoslavja. Dawn il-martri gew kanoniz-
zati mill-Papa Pawlu VI fil-21 ta’ Gunju 1970.
3an Nikola Tavelic kien mill-kroazzja, sha-
bu kienu: wiehed Franciz u tnejn Taljani.

L-ahnar martri Frangiskani tas-Seklu XIV
kienu |-Beati Giovanni minn Cetina u Pietru
Duenas, Spanjoli, magqtulin  mill-Misilmin
gewwa Granada fi Spanja fid-19 ta’ Mejju
1397. L-uni¢i martri Frangiskani tas-Seklu
XV li saru Beati huma: |-Beatu Makarju u



shabu ta’ Otranto. Dawn kienu 6 patrijiet
Konventwali li mietu flimkien ma’ madwar
80 ohra, fosthom I-Arcisqof Stiefnu Pendi-
nelli, maqtulin mit-Torok fil-Kattidral ta’ Ot-
ranto nhar I-14 ta’ Awissu 1480. II-Papa Kle-
ment XIV, Frangiskan Konventwali, iddik-
jarhom kollha Beati fil-1771 u I-Papa Gwanni
Pawlu Il zar ir-relikwji taghhom f'Otranto
ghall-okkazjoni tar-raba’ ¢entinarju tagh-
hom fil-1980.

Matul is-Seklu XVI ghandna ? martri Ngli-
zi, it-tnejn Osservanti: il-Beatu Gwann Fo-
rest minn Oxford, konfessur tar-Regina Ka-
terina ta’ Aragona, mart ir-Re Neriku VIil.
Dan gie maqtul mahruq fit-22 ta’ Mejju
1538. ll-martri l-iehor huwa San Gwann
Jones minn Wales li gabel kien Konventwa-
li, uli miet biili gie mghallaq fit-12 ta’ Lulju
1598, tant ir-Regina Elizabetta I. Dan gie
kkanonizzzat ma’ 39 martri Inglizi ohra
minn Pawlu V! fil-25 ta’ Ottubru 1970. Martri
iefior tal-persekuzzjonijiet protestanti huma
I-11 il-Frangiskan S. Nikola u shabu, ukoll
Osservanti, li mietu Gorkum fl-Olanda fid-9

""" ohra.
Dawn gew ikkanonizzati mill-Papa Piju IX
fid-29 ta’ Gunju 1867. Fl-istess seklu mietu
6 martri Frangiskani ohra, din id-darba Al-
kantarini: San Pietru Battista minn San Es-
teban u shabu |i hadu I-martirju gewwa Na-
gasaki fil-Gappun flimkien ma’ 3 Gizwiti u
ma’ 17-il Terzjarju Frangiskan fil-5 ta’ Frar
1597. Papa Piju IX iddikjarhom qaddisin fit-
8 ta’ Gunju 1862. Fosthom hemm wiehed
Messikan: San Filippu ta’ Gesu’.

L-ewwel Beatu martri Frangiskan tas-Sek-
lu XVII, hu I-B. Gwanni minn Prado, Alkan-
tarin Spanjol, missjunarju fil-Marokk fejn sa-
fa’ maqtul fl-24 ta’ Mejju 1613. Ftit tas-snin
wara mietu bosta martri Frangiskani Span-
joli fil-Gappun, mis-snin 1618 sa |-1632. Bar-
ra minn diversi Sekulari Frangiskani,
hemm 18-il patri u fratelli laj¢i, Alkantarini
u Osservanti, fosthom il-B. Apollinar Franco
li gie mahruq haj fOmura ma’ 8 ohra fil-10
ta’ Settembru 1622. Fl-istess sena kien miet
fl-lsvizzera San Fidiel minn Sigmaringen,
Germaniz, l-ewwel martri Frangiskan Ka-
puccin u wkoll l-ewwel martri tal-Propagaz-
zjoni tal-Fidi. Miet fl-24 ta’ April 1622 u gie

kkannonizzat minn Beneditt XiV fid-29 ia’
Gunju 1746. Gismu jinsab ghand |-Kapucc¢ini
ta’ Feldkirch, fl-Awstrija.

Fis-7 ta’ Awissu 1638 mietu martri zewg
Kapuécini ofra, Francizi, u missjunarji fl-
Abbisinja: il-BB. Agatanglu minn Vendome
u Kassjanu minn Nantes, li sfaw mghallgin
fGondar. L-ahhar mariri Frangiskan tas-
Sekiu XVil hu Sn Gwann Wall, ingliz minn
L.ancashire, tar-Rikoletti. Dan gie maqgtul
f'Wercerta fit-22 ta’ Awissu 1179 u kkanno-
nizzat ma’ I-Inglizi li semmejna fil-1970.

Is-Seklu XVl tana tliet martri Frangis-
kani: il-Konventwali Franciz B. Gwann Fran-
gisk Burte’ li miet mal-Kapuccin Svizzeru B.
Apollinar minn Posat bil-giljottina fil-kun-
vent tal-Karmelitani ta Parigi fit-2 ta’ Set-
tembru 1792. Ma’ dawn hemm ukoll il-Kon-
ventwali B. Gwanni Battista Triquerrie |i
miet Laval fil-21 ta’ Jannar 1794.

Wara dawn kien hemm il-Beatu Giovanni
minn Triora, Osservant, missjunarju fi¢-Ci-
na, li miet billi gie mghallaqg fis-7 ta’ Frar
1816. Gismu jinsab megjum fil-famuza Ba-
zilka ta’ Aracoeli, tal-Frangiskani Minuri ta’
Ruma. lktar tard hemm it-8 Martri ta’ Da-
masku: BB. Manwel Reiz u shabu, Osser-
vanti u Riformati, magtulin mill-Mawmetta-
ni fil-lejl bejn id-9 u 1-10 ta’ Lulju 1860. lI-fdal
taghhom jinsab megjum ghand il-Fragiska-
ni Minuri f Damasku. U fl-ahharnett it-8 mar-
tri tal-persekuzzjoni “‘tal-boxers” fi¢c-Cina,
li ga semmejna fl-ahhar artiklu: il-BB. Grg-
gorio Grassi u shabu, ilkoll Frangiskani Mi-
nuri, li mietu f'Lulju 1900. It-tonka ta’ wie-
Red minnhom, B. Francesco Fogolla, tinsab
fil-kkunvent ta’ Giezu tal-Belt Valletta.

Dan juri li mill-bidu ta’ I-Ordni Frangiskan
sal-lum, dejjem kien hemm patrijiet ,fratelli
laj¢i u membri tal-Ordni Sekulari Frangis-
kani li hadu l-palma tal-martirju ghall-Fidi
Nisranija. Dak li San Frangisk t'Assisi nnif-
su xtaq hafna jaghmel, jigifieri li hu stess
jaghti xhieda tal-kobor tal-imhabba tieghu
lejn Kristu I-Mulej permezz tat-tixrid ta’
demmu. ghamluh hafna u hafna minn ulie-
du.



LiS-SEKULARI  FRANGISKANI

ofs

litra lili-Frangiskani Sekulari (OFS)

INHOBBU

Gheziez Huti Frangiskani Sekulari,

Avolja m'intomx ikkonsagrati QASSISIN bl-ORD-
NI SAGRI, u m’ghandkomx ghalhekk is-setghat tas-
SACERDOZJU MINISTERJALL intom b’dana kollu
ghandkom sehem mis-SACERDOZJU REGALI TA’
SIDNA GESU’ KRISTU. Bis-sagrament tal-Maghmu-
dija, intom gejtu “ngastati” fi Kristu Mistiku u, bhal
lampa elettrika, ghandkom ghalhekk fikom I-elettri-
¢ita’ (1) in-natura to’ Gesu’ Kristu bhala  1-Qassis 1-
Kbir.

Hekk kien Missierna San Frangisk. Ma riedx isir
sacerdot: accetta li jibqa” DJAKNU biss; izda tant
immedezima ruhu ma’ Kristu, i sar KRISTU IEHOR,
ukoll fis-sehem ta’ Qassis.

Bhala KRISTU IEHOR San Frangsk ma setax
ghalhekk ma jhobbx HII-KNISJTA. Din hija XRISTU
MISTIKU! Kif seta’ ghalhekk San Frangisk ma jhobb-
hiex b’imhabba kbira bhala Kristu nnifsu inkarnat
MISTIKAMENT? Tant habbha, li ried Ii hu u kull
min jidhol £xi Ordni Religjuz tieghu, jinghataw bruh-
hom u b’gisimhom ghas-servizz taghha. U billi {i Zmie-
nu kien hemm theddid serju kontra s-sahha spiritwali
u morali tal-Knisja i s-sede ewlenija taghha kienet
fRuma, hu ried jaghmilha ¢ara 1i hu u l-frangiskani
kollha nweghdu u nipprattikaw ubbidjenza u riverenza
ghall-KNISJA RUMANA : jigifieri, ghall-Knisja 1i Ge-
su” Kristsu nnifsu waqqaf b’Kap taghha SAN PIETRU
U S-SUCCESSURI LEGITTIMI TIEGHU.

L-imhabba tieghu lill-Knisja, San Frangisk uriha
bfatti kbar. L-ewwelnett, wieghed ubbidjenza SHIFHA
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IL-KNISJA

U PERFETTA LEJN IL-PAPA TA’ RUMA, biex il-
Papa jkun jista’ jiddisponi minnu kif ikun jidhirlu ki
jitlob l-ahjar servizz tal-Knisja: u wera rispett par-
tikulari lejn 1-Isgfijiet, bhala dawk, 1i flimkien mal-Pa-
pa, huma l-kolonni i fughom Kristu bena 1-Knisja,
bhala garanzija 1i din tibga’ tezisti sa 'l-ahhar tad-din-
ja. Mhux biss, izda kien minn ta’ l-ewwel li hareg mill-
Ewrcpa ghall-Afrika u ghall-Asja, imbaghad ma’ Kris-
toforo Colombo (bis-segwacdi tieghu) ghall-Amerika,
biex hekk lill-Knisja iwaqqatha u jobdiha fil-hidma
gaddisa u feddejja taghha wkoll barra -Ewropa.

Jekk irridu nkunu veri frangiskani, ahna wkoll
ghandna ghalhekk nhobbu lill-Knisja b’imhabba bhal
din. Naraw fiha lill-Kristu Mistiku. Inhossu fina r-res-
ponsasbilta’, li nzommuha kemm jista’ jkun fsahhitha
u nghinuha kemm nifilhu twettaq il-missjoni  ta’
OMM U GHALILIEMA GHAIL KULHADD. Jekk
stess naraw nuqqas fil-membri taghha, anki fost l-izjed
ewlenin, ma naqtghux galbna, anzi nitolbu ghal dawn
u nghinuhom ifiequ mill-aktar fis Ii jistghu u nghinu
izjed lilha, biex hija tkompli l-missjoni tat-tixrid tal-
BXARA T-TAJBA li Kristu fundatur taghha fdalha
fidejha, b'risq 1-bnedmin kollha.

Ghal dan l-iskop qaddis, nghixu dejjem mal-Knis-
ja: ninteressaw rwiehna minn kull ma (ghaddi min-
nu u jghadddi minnha: nitolbu dejjem ghaliha u nghi-
nuha kemm nifilhu. San Frangisk igisna u jberikna bha-
la veri whiedu. Tnsellmilkom.

Patri Felicjan Bilocca, Kapp.,

Kumm. Prov. li ta’ I-OFS
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Kumment tar-Regula ta’

L-Ordni frangiskani Sekulari

NGHIXU GHALL- HAJJA" ETERNA

Test:— “Kristu hu l-hajja li Hu gie biex jaghtina bl-
abbundanza Kbira” (San Gwann, kap 3, v.16;
kap 4, v. 6).

Riflessjonijiet : —

1. Biex dal-kliem nifhmuh sewwa, hemm bzonn
niftakru fil-kliem li l-stess Evangelista San Gwann ir-
rapurtalna fil-kap. 3, v. 16, meta qalilna li “Alla tant
habb lid-dinja, 1i tana 1 Ibnu -Wahdieni sabiex kull
min jemmen Fih, ma jintilifx, izda jkollu hajja eterna”.
Hawnhekk ghandna naraw imhabba tremenda 1i Alla
ghandu lejna: wehedna, gatt ma nistghu nimmaginaw
1i Alla omnipotenti, hallieq ta” kollox, jasal biex jagh-
tina imhabba hekk kbira!l

Naraw ukoll kemm BHALA BNEDMIN, jigifieri
meta nghixu skond id-dinjita’ umana li Alla halagna
hiha, ahna “kbar” 1 tant niswew, li Alla, 1i halagna
hekk, jaccetta 1i jhobbna b'iinhabba  mfinita.  Dan
nghiduh mhux b’xi vanaglorja bhallikieku konna ahna
li ghamilna lilna nfusna kbar:  ghamilna  kbar Alla;
hil-gisem, ghax huwa dinja shiha fih innifsu: bir-ruh,
ghax hija gabra mmensa ta’ fakultajiet spiritwal. U
ghalex ghamilna hekk kbar, ukoll bhala bnedmin, rana
li nistghu nir¢ieva permezz ta’ Ibnu lhaja etera li
Huwa baghta fid-dinja biex jaghtihielna.

Dan jghallimna li ghandna nibzghu ghalina nfus-
na wkoll BFALA BNEDMIN: GHALIEX UKOLL
BHALA BNEDMIN ahna kreatura kbira li ghandha
d-dekor taghha. Ghalhekk 1-Evangelista qalilna 1i
“kull bniedem” jista’ jemmen fl-Iben wahdieni tal-Mis-
ser Etern u jiréievi minn ghandu l-hajja etema. Mela
nghixu imqgar ta” VERI BNEDMIN!

9. Izda barra l-hajja umana, I-Iben Wahdieni YAl-
la IMISSIER wasslilna 1-HAJJA SOPRANNATURA-
LI, Sopranmaturali li hija l-Mfuq minmatura taghna
bhala sempli¢i bnedmin. Din hija l-hajja tal-grazzja
santifikanti, id-don 1i bih Alla Missier, ghall-meriti ta’
Ibnu-Feddej taghna, jadottana bhala wliedu, ahwa ta’
Ibnu Gesu’ u werrieta tal-hajja eterna fil-genna, fejn
T Alla narawh wiée imb'wicé u Fih naraw kollox u’l

kulhadd.

Biex aktar zgur id-don tal-grazzja santifikanti jib-
qa fina, Alla 1-Missier, dejjem permezz ta’ Kristu Sid-
na, il-hin kollu jakkompanjana bir-ruxxmata ta’ grazzji
“attwali” biex bihom nistghu nimmeritaw fkull haga
tajba 1i naghmlu u fkull kelma li nghidu: spec¢i t&
ahna nagixxu u nitkellmu u Hu jinduraha kull azzjoni
u kull kelma bis-sbuhija u bir-rinfurzar ta’ 1-ghajnuna
Tieghu, halli kull ma naghmlu u kull ma nghidu ma
jibgax biss uman, naturali, izda jsir SOPRANNATU-
RALI, LI D-DESTINAZZJONI tieghu hija 1-HAJJA
ETERNA.

Dan jghallimna li ghandna napprezzaw  il-haj-
ja umana: inhaddmuha bl-akkumpanjament tal-grazzji
li nakkwistaw il-hin kollu, spe¢jalment meta ahna fl-is-
tat ta’ grazzja santifikanti, biex b’hekk nasli ghall-hajja
ta’ dejjem.

Konkluzjoni Prattika: — Nghozzu dejjem il-graz-
zja tAlla u nharsuha fina permezz tas-sagramenti u
tal-mezzi spiritwali 1-ohra, biex hekk id-dinjita’ umana
taghha inzejnuha u nsahhuha bil-libsa u s-sahha tal-
grazzja li twassalna ghall-glorja eterna.
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Gwido Scicluna, kapuc¢in

San Frangisk ta’ Assisi, il-Fqgajjar Serafi-
ku, kif hu maghruf ilum — l-appostlu tal-pa-
Ci, il-poeta tan-natura, huwa minghajr dub-
ju wiehed fost dawk li l-izjed gharfu jithmu
u jnisslu fihom u jgieghdu fil-prattika I-Van-
gelu tal-Beatitudini u tal-Ferh Nisrani.

Naraw iill-Frangisku, fil-fijur taz-zghozija
lieghu jwarrab il-gid la’ din I-art, il-pjaciri u
[-frugha lad-dinja. Narawh ukoll inefhi I-il-
bies eleganti biex ixedd i¢-Coqqga, jithaz-
zem b'habel, jitlag hali u rasu mygaxxta
mat-trigat tal-ibliet u rhula jxandar ma’ kul-
limkien il-mahfra u I-penitenza bhal appos-
tiu tas-sliem u I-gid.

Frangisku kien jghaddi sighat shah ikel-
lem |-ghasafar u I-hut, imelles I-hrief u
jghannaq ii-lupu. Dan l-ideal gholi ta’ tjubija
u mhabba flimkien mal-ferh angeliku qatt
ma hallieh, anzi kien dejjem jikber fih izjed
ma jikber fiz-zmen u fil-virtu’. Alla stess ma
naqgasx li juri kemm kien jitghaxxaq bl-im-
gieba li I-gaddej tieghu Frangisku kien igib
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ruhu u langas ma nagas i jimlieh bil-
konsolazzjoni meta |-Qaddis kien igarrab
tbatija u wgiegh. B’hekk Frangisku seta’
jsahhah il-gawwa tal-ferh tieghu u jitfaéca
guddiem id-dinja bhala xempju ideali ta’
ghaxga perfetta ma’ Alla— ma’ -Ahwa — u
man-Natura.

MA’ ALLA

Frangisku dejjem habb lil Alla b'herqa
kbira. Ukoll meta kien ghadu Zaghzugh,
jonlom b’ideali ta’ mhabba tad-dinja u glor-
ja ta’ l-art; 'galbu kienu dejjem jiddominaw
il-biza’ u l-imhabba ta Aila. Huwa gatt ma
warrab it-tbissima minn fuq xoftejh jew il-
ferh minn galbu quddiem kull ghamla ta’
prova u sagrificcju li s-sejha |i haddan kie-
net timponi.

Min jaf kemme-il darba mitluf fi hsibijiet
tal-misteri tal-fidwa taghna, infaga’ f’biki u
Ifieq friglejn il-Krucifiss. Kemm-il darba
wkoll il-biki tieghu nbidel f'dgawdija! Fran-
gisku kellu jniedi fost il-bnedmin il-wasla ta’
beatitudidni gdida jew ta’ ferh li bih jista’
jigi mhares is-sliem imwieghed minn Kris-
tu ghal dawk |i jimxu warajH. ll-biki helu li
kien ged igarrab kien ser iwasslu biex jeqg-
red id-dawl ta’ ghajnejh. Filwagt, Frangisku,
ippreferixxa i jitlef dan id-dawl milli jirri-
nunzja I-biki li bih l-ispirtu tieghu seta’ ja-
ra ahjar il-perfezzjonijiet tal-ghageb tal-Mu-
lej.

MA’ L-ARWA

Ma setax jonqos li I-hajja i haddnu I-
Ahwa fqgajrin li jimxu wara |-missier lagh-
hom Serafiku ma kinetx tabilhaqq iebsa u
tgila. U biex I-ideal frangiskan [igi mwellaq,
Frangisku nnifsu fir-Regula tieghu nizzel
bhala pedament biex fuqu I-Ahwa jibnu I-
ideal taghhom: fagar assolut, ubbidjenza
perfetta, safa shih, umilta’ profonda, mhab-
ba, mghodrija, penitenza, zelu appostoliku,
harba totali mill-frugha tad-dinja, minn kull
gibda tas-sensi, minn kull gerq ta’ satana, u
diversi virtujiet ohrajn.

Ghaldagstant kien jenhtieg li t-toqgol tal-
Aruxija jithaffef bil-hlewwa tal-kelma, bit-
tbissima tal-wic¢, bil-ghana tal-galb u x-xof-

tejn li b’'ferh sincier kellhom iferrhu ghemil-
hom u hajjithom bil-fwieha tas-sema.

Frangisku huwa maghruf bhala I-Qaddis
ta’ I-imhabba profonda u universali. Ftit kie-
nu jafu jhobbu 'l Alla bhalu u fAlla kien
ihobb lil Hut. Huwa kien twajjeb u generuz
ma’ kulhadd b’'mod-ewlieni ma’ dawk li kie-
nu jenhtiegu kull ghajnuna: Mal-Midimbin!.
Lilhom kien ifarrag, jifdi bil-kelma t-tajba u
t-tbissima. Mal-Morda! Ghalih kienu I-mira
ewlenija tal-kura generuza. Kien ifejjaghom
mhux biss mill-mard fiziku imma wkoll f'ruh-
hom.

Dan ghalih kien appostolat ta’ tjubija, im-
habba u ferh fil-Mulej. Difatti huwa stess
kien jistgarr: “Kont inhossha morra li nara |-
imgiddmin, izda |-Mulej hadni fosthom u
gietni hniena minnhom u wara li tlaqt dak
I-imrar inbidel fi hlewwa tar-ruh u tal-gi-
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QUDDIEM IL-HFOLQIEN

Wara Alla hemm il-bnedmin, imbaghad
in-natura. Frangisku kien jaghraf wisq taj-
jeb il-boghod li jifred dawn it-tliet termini u
kien perswaz li bejniethom ma kienx hemm
ebda abbiss li ma setghux jintlahqu bejniet-
hom. Frangisku ghalhekk kien jaf wisq taj-
jeb jghaggadhom fil-nsieb tieghu, kif fil-fatt
huma maghqudin fir-realta’ u fil-hajja. Kien
ghalhekk ihobb ikanta bil-ferh I-imhabba
dwar dak li kien sabih — safi — kbir fid-
dinja. U din lsiimhabba lejn il-hwejjeg mah-
luga geghlitu kemme-il darba jghanni lill-hol-
gien.

Mhux biss l-annimali kienu jogoghdu
ghall-kelma tieghu imma wkoll l-izjed hwej-
jeg insensibbli bhal dak ix-xewk lal-Porzjun-
kula li nbidel fward, l-ilma li nbidel f'imbid
biex jaghtih forza meta klen f-ermilagg ta’
San Damjan. Ghalhekk kien isejjah il-krea-
turi kollha bl-isem sabih ta’ Huh jew Ohtu,
u ta’ spiss jistedinhom biex mieghu jfahhru
— jitolbu — jbierku I-Hallieq tas-sema u |-
Art.

U filwaqgt li minn hemm tug tkompli jha-
res, jitbissem u jberikna biex ahina nissuk-
taw fl-ideal ta’ ferh, gabra u sliem inkomplu
naghmlu |-hila taghna biex nilbsu kuljum is-
sentimenti tieghu fir-relazzjonijiet taghna
ma’ Alla, ma’ hutna u mal-Hlejjag kollha.



HABARI GANI?

[X'Ghandna?, Kif Inti?]

Nhar il-Hadd, 18 ta’ Ottubru fil-Knisja kollha tigi ¢celebrata I-Gurnata Missju-
narja. Din hija grajja importanti hafna fil-najja tal-Knisja. Nistghu nghidu li l-importan-
za ta’ din il-Gurnata dejjem aktar qieghda tikber. Forsi gatt daqgs illum ma kienet hekk
kbira, hekk mehtiega li ssir malajr il-hidma li I-Mulej ried jafda lill-Knisja, meta qal:
“Morru, mela, ghamlu dixxipli mill-gnus kollha” (Mt. 28, 19; ara Mk. 16, 15). lI-Knisja 4
llum, aktar minn gatt gabel, ghandha taghmel taghha kliem I-Appostlu Missierna: “Ha-
zin ghalija jekk ma nxandarx I-Evangelju” (1 Kor. 9, 16). Bil-ghan li nkomplu nuru I-ko-
bor ta’ l-importanza tal-Gurnata Missjunarja fi hdan il-Knisja ta’ zmienna, sejrin f'dawn
il-pagni bhal dejjem iddedikati ghall-hidma missjunarja, ingibu siltiet mid-diskors tal-
Papa Gwanni Pawlu Il li ghamel ghal din I-okkazjoni.
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Il-Currata Missjunarja hi okkazjoni mill-ahiar biex kulhadd jintebah bid-
dmir tieghu lejn it-missjondfiet, u biex il-membri kollha tal-Knisja, hu x’inhu «x-
xoghol taghhom u posthom fil-Knisja, jigu mfakkra li huma li huma lkoll marbu-
tin b'dan id-dmir. Kulhadd jehtieglu jahseD sewwa fuqg il-kliem iebes tal-Koncilju
Vatikan II meta jghid li I-Knisja kollha kemm hi, hi Knisja Missjunarja, lu [-hadma
ghax-xandir tal-Evangelju hi dmir fondamentali tal-Poplu kollu ta’ Alla (Ad Gen-
tes 1), u li kull dixxiplu t@ Kristu ghandu parti ©jaqdi fil-hidma ghax-xaendir tal-
fidi (Lumen Gentum 15). Jenhtieg li ntennu bla heda t-taghlim tal-Koncilju. im-
fisser ftant dokumenti, studjat aktar fil-fond mis-Sinodu tal-Isqfijiet tal-1974, u
mighur mill-Papa Pawlu VI fl-esortazzjoni appostolika “Evangelii nuntiandi” fat-
S ta’ Dicembru 1975.

IL-OADI MISSJUNARJU TAL-PAPA 0

Hu dmir il-Papa jfakkar lil hutu kollha fi Kris-
tu D'dan id-dmir missjunarju. Bhala r-raghaj il-
Kbir tal-Knisja kollha kemm hi missjunarja, hu
ghandu jkun l-ewwel missjunariu, hergan li jkun
jixbah il Kristu l-ewwel u l-akbar habbar tal-
Evangelju, huwa u jhalli jmexxih l-Ispirtu s-San-
tu “l-awtur  ewlieni  tax-xandir tal-Evangelju”
(Evangelju nuntiandi 75).

Minn mindu sirt Papa, bdejt  nahseb fuq il-
kliem tal-Koncilju Vatikan I fejn jinghad li lis-
Suééessur ta’ San Pietru “giet fdata b'mod spec-
jali I-hidma kbirg li jxandar l-isem nisrani” (Lu- e
men Gentium 23). Bhall-Papu td qabli l-Papa
Pawlu VI, bdejt nivvjagga biex inzur hafna paj-
jizi, fein fxi whud minnhom, Kristu bil-kemm hu
maghruf w t-thabbira missjunarja tal-Evangelju
ghad m’hijiex mitmuma.
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XHIEDA MISSJUNARJA
FIL-FAMILJA

Dan jissoponi li l-ulied fi hdan
il-familja bil-fatti  jitghallmu i
hemm hwejjeg ohra wisq aktar
importanti mill-flus, mill-vaganzi,
mid-divertiment. Imbaghad -
edukazzjoni moghtija Ll ulied
twassalhom ghal hidma missju-
narja bhala hidma li taghmel shi-
ha l-hajja nisranija  taghhom, u
ghaliex il-genituri taghhom u l-
edukaturi l-ohra huma mimlijin
bl-ispirtu missjunarju, spirtu i
ma tistax, tifirdu . mill-veru sens
tal-Knisja.

Bl-ezempju, aktar milli  bil-
kliem, il-genituri jghallmu I
uliedhom ikunu generuzima’ min
hu dghajjef jagsmu twemmin-
hom u gidhom mat-tfal u igha-
zagh Ui ma jafux ‘il Kristu jew
huma l-ewwel vittmi tal-fagar u
ta l-injoranza.

Imbaghad il-genituri nsara jas-
lu hiex iqisu I-bidu ta vokazzjo-
ni sacerdotali jew religjuza miss-
junarja bhala wiehed mill-isbah
certifikati i fista® jkollhom td’
kemm kienet tajba u sewwa t-
trobbija nisranije li huma taw 'l
uliedhom, u ghalhekk jitolbu 71
Alla biex jaghtihom din il-vokaz-
zjoni lil xi hadd minn uliedhom.

Il-herqa ghall-missjonijiet
b’hekk tidher bhala element meh-
tieg ghall-qdusija tal-familja nis-
ranija.

ID-DMIR TAL-FAMILJA LI
XXANDAR L-EVANGELJU

Jiena u nsejjah lil kulhadd biex ighin fil-
hidma missjunarja, irrid l-ewwelnett inkel-
lem il-familji nsara. [2-Zminijiet taghna jeh-
tiegu li [-familja tergd tikseb l-importanza,
il-hajja u l-gjies li kellha fl-imghoddi.

L-evangelizzazzjoni tal-familja hu ghal-
hekk l-ghan ewlieni ta’ kull hidma pastorali;
u I evangelizzazzjoni ma tilhagx | ghan shih
taghha jekk il-familji nsara ma jsirux familji
missjunari, familji li jxandru l-Evangelju
kemm il-genituri u kemm l-ulied, meta ja-
gharfu sewwa, fil-fond, x’titlob minnhom,
individwalment il-kuxjenza taghhom bhala
nsara, faslu biex jifhmu wkoll li ghandhom
hidma Xjaghmlu v ghandhom sehem im-
portanti fil-hajja nisranija tal-membri l-ohra
kollha tal-familja.

Hi haga zgura, li, kemm  fdak li ghandu
x’jagsam mar-religjon, u kemm fdak li ghan-
du x’jagsam mal-hajja tal-Dniedem fid-dinja,
dak li tistd’ taghmel il-familja jiddependi
mill-genituri, jekk jagharfu sewwa x'inhuma
r-responsabbiltafiet taghhom, jekk jagharfu
«jiswew bhala nsara. Ghalhekk irid inkellem
lilhom b'mod specjali. Bi kliemhom, bix-
xhieda ta’ hajjithom, kif tghallem l-ezortaz-
zjoni appostolika “Catechesi tradendae”, il-
genituri huma l-ewwel katekist ta’ wlied-
hom (aran. 68). Fdin il-hidma ta’ katekesi,
it-talb ghandu jkollu l-ewwel post, quddiem
nett; u halluni ninsisti fug dan.

e e

NHAR IL-HADD, 18 TA OTTUBRU
INKUNU, AKTAR MIS-SOLTU
GENERUZI

FIT-TALB ...

FIS-SAGRIFICCJU. . .
FIL-GHOTJIET . . .

B’RISQ IL-HIDMA MISSJUNARJA
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z Fl-ahhai qgtajt xewqa ohra li dejjem kelli li mmur fuq din il-muntanja gaddi-
su fil-Kappella fejn San Frangisk ircieva 1-Pjagi (il-kappella mibnija waral); u
hemm qghadt nitlob, fis-skiet tan-natura — inzertat gurnata li ma tantx kien
hemm nies — Kien il-FHamis 21 t@’ Mejju, 1981.

LA VERNA hija wahda mill-muntanji kbar u gholja bejn Firenze u Urbino,
taht San Marino. L-iktar quccata gholja taghha hi ta’ 1283 metri (jigifieri iktar
minn 4 darbict iktar mill-gholjiet ta’ Had-Dingli, l-iktar post gholi f Malta).

Din il-muntanja kienet proprieta ta’ wiehed li meta sar jaf li San Frangisk
Kien ihobb ifiitex postijiet hekk imwarrba biex jitlob, tahielu ghalih u ghall-patri-
jiet tieghu. L-cwwel darba li mar hemm San Frangisk kien f1-1214 u l-ahhar dar-
ba, meta réicva I-Pjagi, kien ezatt fl-1224, sentein qabel ma miet.

Din il-muntanja ghandha karatteristici specjajli: fost l-ohrajin hija kollha
xpakkata, magsuma, bhafna xquq wesghin u profondi, gherien li gieli jinzlu hafna
Lisfel. Hawn San Frangsk kien iqatid’ Zmien twil jitlob. Fwahda mill-estasi tie-
ghu, gie lilu mgharraf li dawn l-gherien, gsim kbir ecc. kien kollu sar bit-terremoti

kbar li kienu caru meta MIET KRISTU: “u l-art ingasmet” ighid l-Evangelju. .. ;
\ ’ Dan kien a’iar idahhal lil San Frangisk fmeditazzjonijiet profondi u fghaqda
shifa t«@ HBIBERIJA U TBATIJA ma Gesu’ Imsallab.
g=—————%
HBIBERIJA MA™ L-IMSALLAB
1. Dawn il-kelmiet tieghek, o Gesu, inhosshom 2. MULE]J, int sejjahtli biex inkun tieghek, biex
jigbhru fil-qosor hafna I-Messagg kollu tal-Vangelu gha- inkun fost dawk i huma tieghek, 1i jghixu ghalik, li
lija. L-iktar f'post bhal dan, fejn inti wrejt 1il San Fran- trid tkun Inti 1-Ideal taghhom, 1i jahdmu mieghek u li
gisk il-milja ta’ l-imhabba tieghek le’h, u hu, bhala ha- jtittxu dejjem ir-Rieda qaddisa tieghek. Quddiem il-
bib tal-qalb kien ilissen din t-talba sabiha: tigura ta’ San Frangisk 1i ghex hekk, fi grad tant gholi,
“Mulej Gesu', zewg grazzji nitolbok taghtini qabel li tista” biss thares u tibga’ mistghageb,...... inhossni
ma jien immut: L-EWWEL aghmel {: jien infoss fruhi zghir wisq, inhossni naghmel ftit wisq, kwazi xejn, biex
u f gismi, kemm huwa possibbli, dik l-istess thatija li in- nghix is-sejha ta’ l-imhabba li ghaliha tistedinni. Hu
ti, 0 Gesu’, sofrejt fil-hin tal-Passjoni teghek I-iktar sar xbiha hajja, kompleta, shiha, tieghek; anke mmar-
harxa. IT-TIENI aghmel li jiena nhoss fqalbi, kemm kat bil-Pjagi tieghek ridtu.
huwiwea possibbli, dik l-inifiabba straordinaria li biha, Int, Izda ghalkemm hekk dghajjef, nirringrazzjak li lili
o Iben ¢Alla, kont mheggeg u hekk stajt issofri ghax wkoll sejjahtli biex inkun xbiha LIMITATA tieghek.
ridt inti dik il-Passjoni hekk harxa ghalina midimbin”.. Inti tridni nkun il-kontinwazzjoni tieghek ILLUM; fost
Din l-istedina tieghek hi l-ishbah stedina li qgatt tis- tant nies li jafuk u li jixtiequ jhobbuk; u fost tant nies
ta'taghmel Int, Alla Kbir, Setghan, Qawwi, Qaddis, u li jwarrbuk u ma tantx iridu jafu bik. Inti tridni llum
fuq kollox IMHABBA. Inti tistieden lil-bniedem...... ukoll nhobb bhalma habbejtna inti...... Trid thobb lill- .
lili hiex inkun habib tieghek; biex mieghek nag- bnedmin permezz tieghi; u tridni, bhalek, naghti hajti
sam hajti, u inti mieghi tagsam hajtek divina; u dan bil- kollha ghalik u ghalihom... San Frangisk hekk ghamel, o
konsegwenzi kollha li ggib maghha hbiberija bhal din: til-ftit snin li ghex fi tbatija l-iktar kbira u fi mhabba )
Int sirt Bniedem, batejt, mitt u qomt ghal hajja gdida; tixbah lil tieghek. s

u jien jekk tassew irrid nagsam hajti mieghek irrid
nghix ukoll kollnt ghalik, dejjem u Ckull wagt!

Grazzi Gesu’, li ghazilt 1ili wkoll... bhal u flimkien
ma’ tant ohrajn, uhud minnhom gaddisin tassew kbar,
biex inkunu fost il-hbieb teighek. KEMM INTI KBIR
FI MEHABBTEK...... Imhabbtek gatt ma tonqgos; mhux
bhal fostna bnedmin. Inti, aktar ma jkcllok min ihob-
bok, iktar I-Imhabba tidher fil-kobor u fis-sbuhija

3. MULE], inti sejjahtli biex infittxek u biex in-
hobbok DEJJEM u fKOLLOX. Fuq din il muntanja
qaddisa (La Verna), San Frangisk kien jghaddi gim-
ghat shah fit-talb u fil-penitenza; kien irid ihalli kollox
biex isibek, biex isahhah ir-rabta tieghu mieghek; hekk
imbaghad hu kien ikun jista’ jersaq quddiem il-bned-
min dejjem iktar mibdul fik.

Ghallimni dejjem aktar infittxek jien ukoll fkollox,

taghha...... hija infinita ma’ kull wiehed mill-hbieb tie- infittxek kullimkien : nilghallem infittxek {is-shab sabih
ghek. u fid-dawl, fix-xemx; u nfittxek u nsibek ukoll fis-shab

U mbaghad, fuq kollox, 1ili sejjahtli biex inkabbar
u nzidlek i¢-¢irku ta” hbieb, halli wara — jew waqt —
Ti nhobbok jien kif jixraqglek, ohrajn ukoll ikunu jistghu
ihobbuk.
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iswed, fid-dlam, fil-lejl. NAF 1i hemm tinsab inti
wkoll; izda nixtieq nemmen aktar fik fdan il-mument.

Ghallimn infittxek u nsibek fil-proxxmu  kollu:
fmin thobbni, fmin iridli -gid fmin hu qrib tieghi



dejjem...... u wkoll Fmin #ixkilli hajti, Fmin seta’ jew
jista’ jaghmilli d-deni; fmin ma jurinix imhabba......
Kemm ghadhom sbieh jidwu l-kemiet tal-Papa wara 1-
attentat fuq hajtu: “Nitolbok, Mulej, ghal HIJA 1
pprova jaghmilli l-hsara. ..... 7

Nixtieq nitghallem nfittxek fmi n hu  fil-bzonn
fmin hu marid, fmin hu qrib tieghi, u £min hu fil-
boghod.

Nixtieq infittxek u nsibek fi¢-cirkustanzi kollha
tal-hajja ta” kuljum... kemm meta I-affarijiet jigru kif
inkun nixtieqhom jien, u kemm meta l-affarijiet jigru
bil-maglub jew kontra x-xewqat tieghi.

Nixtieqgek tghinni biex insibek dejjem kull fejn 1-
Ubbidjenza ghar-Rieda tieghek tqeghedni; Nixtieq in-
kun dejjem hieni mieghek f'kollox ghax inkun naf li qed
naghmel dak li trid minni inti.

5. FFPOST BHAL DAN, fejn San Frangisk xtaq
ihoss fih dik it-tbatija 1i hassejt inti stess meta kont fuq
is-Salib, kemm jigu aktar ¢ari t-thatijiet tieghek : ghali-
ja u ghal dawk kollha 1i thobb b'mod spe¢jali... Nifta-
kar fkemm thatija sscfri minhabba l-istess hbieb tie-
ghek; ftakart hafna fl-appostli: Guda, Pietru, u l-oh-
rajn li hallewk. Ftakart fit-tradiment ta’ Guda, fié-¢ah-
da, fl-abbandun minn kulthadd.... .. u ftakart i JIEN
kont hemm, fost dawn...... ‘

Ftakart 1i jien fost dawn ukoll; illum ukoll xejn in-
qas mill-bierahi! Kemm ingaghalek isofru, GESU’, ghax
jien inhallik, nitbieghed minnek ma nfittxekx kemm
suppost, b’qalbi kollha, b'mohhi kollu!

Kemm nixtieq nitolbok mill-qalb, b’insistenza,
b'tidi kbira, u fuq kollox bi mhabba biex jien ma nkun
qatt, illum, li ngaghalek issofri ghax xi darba nitilgek,
inwarrbek, naghtik il-genb...... ghax ma tibgax inti 1-
EWWEL u 1-AQWA haga ghalija; ghax ma tibqax 1-
unika Persuna li jien ghandi nhobb fuq kollox u qabel
kollox: Thallini gatt nithieghed minnek! Anzi ghinni
nibga” dejjem qrib tieghek biex nifriwu  flimkien bil-
hbiberiia ta” xulxin, Inti bhala r-Raghaj Tajjeb tifrah
bin-nghaga l-mitlufa li ssib u jien nifrah bik: ir-Raghaj
u s-Sid tieghi.

Kemm huma sbieh kliem is-Salmista “Hemm il-
irilja tal-ferh quddiemek; hemm il-ghaxqa ghal dejjem
flemintek” (Salm 15).

.6 NIXTIEQ UKOLL, GESU’, waqt i nara {-Im-
habba kbira ticghek 1i gaghalitek issofri tant ghalija n
meta nittakar It San Frangisk ried hu wkoll isolti [gis-
mu ghal Imhabbtek...... NIXTIEQ ukoll nitghallem in-
sofri xi ftit ghalik: sofri fkollox, fkull ¢irkustanza
li tipermettili nghaddi minnha Nixtieq nilqa’ kollox bl-
imhabba; ANZI nitghallem infittex mezz ohra, anke
ordnariji, li bihom inbati ghall-Imhabba tieghek.

Naf li fil-hajja ta’ kuljum hemm bosta ¢irkustanzi
minn dawnl

Fil-hajja religjuza hemm wisq aktar okkazzjonijiet
i ma rridx inhallihom jaharbuli: fir-relazzjonijiet ma’
shabi, ma’ hbiebi, ma’ kull min niltaga’...... Kemm ok-
kazzjonijiet biex inbati ghalik u ghall-Imhabba tie-
ghek......

Mulej: aghtini wkoll FERH fit-tbatija; ghinni
nfittex kull mezz biex inbati ghalik...... Ma narak im-
dendel fuq s-Salib b’idejh u riglejk imtagqba bl-imsie-
mer, (albek minfuda, bil-kuruna tax-xewk, fost tant
tbatija, wara flagellazzjoni hekk kbira, u insulti b’kull
mod u minn kull naha, wara li erfajt is-Salib it-trig
kollha tal-Kalvarju, sal-ahhar...... ma nistax ma narax,
JIEN UKOLL, kif insib xi mezz biex nitghallem nerfa’
t-thatija tal-hajia ta” kuljum bil-FERH u bl-IM3TABBA.

Irrid nitghallem inbati ghalik u ghall-Tmhabba
tieghek;

Trrid nitghallem infittex din it-tbatija u nsir in-
hobbha.

7. U din it-tbatija kollha tieghek komplejtha BIEX
TWETTAQ IR-RIEDA TAL-MISSIER: Kemm jidher
car dan:

“L-ikel tieghi hu i naghmel ir-rieda tal-Missier”
(Cw 4,34);

“Tien ghalhekk gejt fid-dinja biex naghmel ir-rieda
tal-Misser”;

“Missier mhux kif irrid jien izda kif trid inti jsir
fja”;

Ma kenitx hafifa r-rieda tal-Missier; Hu talab min-
nek is-sagrificéju ta’ hajtek! Izda inti dejjem pront lis-
sint: “Hawn jien gej, Missier, biex naghmel ir-rieda
tieghek” (Lhud 10,7).

U inti ghamilt minn kollox biex tkompliha sa l-ah-
har; b’ezempiju ghalija.

Ghallimni nkun aktar konxju ta’ dan: ta’ kemm
kellek thati tul il-Passjoni, fuq is-Salib biex propriju
twettaqy ir-Rieda tal-Missier! MULE], GESU’, meta
quddiemi tidher ir-rieda tal Missicr, fl Ubbidjenwa, fie-
éiskustanzi tal-hajja, fbidla ta’ appostolat, £bidla ta’
hhieb ,ikolli mmur minn post ghal iehor...... qawwi,
nitolbok ir-rieda dghajfa tieghi, biex titwahhad ma’
tieghek, u hekk inwettagha bil-ferh u bil-heffa...... u
bl-imhabba .

MULE]J, GESU’, meta tgharrafni r-rieda tieghek
fir-Regola tieghi: ghinni biex nurik ftit AKTAR fe-
delta’...... generozita’...... Naghraf u niftakar kemm
bateit inti; u ghalhekk nissahhah u NKOMPLI DAK
LIINTI TKUN TRID MINNI KIF TFASSLU INTI...
GHALIJA......

Silvestru Bonavia, kapuccin
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Sanla Klara hija wanda mill-erwieh kon-
templattivi I-kbar. Hajjitha kienet djalogu
kontinwu mal-Mulej. Ghax min inobb irid
joqghod fejn il-mahbub tieghu u Klara kie-
net thossu dan il-bzonn li togghod qgrib t'Al-
fa, I-uniku oggett ta’ galbha; tadurah, tirrin-
grazzjah u tfahfru. Shabha galu fugha i
“kienet tghaddi I-parti I-kbira tal-lejl u l-jum
fit-talb”. Hekk li kienu jithassruha.

L-ittri taghha jikxfu xi ftit dan id-don tal-
Kontemplazzjoni li kienet imzejjna bih. Lil
Ermentrude galtilha, “Hobb b’galbek kollha



lil Alla u lil Ibnu Gesu’ li ssallab ghalina.
Immedita minghajr wagfien fuq il-misterju
tas-salib u d-duluri Ommu Marija Ss.ma.
ishar u itlob bla ma taqta’”’. Dak li kienet tir-
rikmanda lis-sorijiet taghha kienet taghmlu
l-ewwel wahda hi. Matul l-erbghin sena fil-
hajja religjuza, disgha u ghoxrin sena minn-
hom ghaddiethom fis-sodda marida. Cela-
no jghidilna li filkmard taghha hsibijietha
kienu I-hin kollu fil-Mulej. Mahlula minn kuli
gibda tal-gisem u tad-dinja hija setghet bil-
heffa tehda b’dak li hu ta’ I-ispirtu. Kienet
izzomm galbha kontinwament miftuha biex
tilga’ I-grazzji tas-sema u tarda’ min-nix-
xiegha tal-hajja. Santa Klara keliha l-ghatx
t’Alla. Xejn ma kien jimla l-galb kbira tagh-
ha. HU biss! Fug kollox kienet tixtieq I-Ispir-
tu t'Alla u I-hidma tieghu fiha. Lis-sorijiet |-
ohra kienet tghallimhom jixtiequ u jixxenqu
ahall-istess haga. U sew jekk kienet tkun il-
Kor ma’ shabha ghall-kant tal-Uffizju, sew
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weqgt ix-xogho!l hija ma kinetx taf taghmel
haga ohra hlief toqghod mal-Mulej.

Ghall-Uffizju ta’ bil-lejl kienet tkun l-ewwel
wahda. Hi kienet tqgajjem is-sorijiet I-ohra,
hi kienet tixghel ix-xemgha, tipprepara l-ar-
tal u ddoqgq il-ganpiena. U kienet tkun [-ah-
har wahda li terga lura fis-skiet tac-cella.
Flimkien ma’ shabha, huma kienu jgaddsu
I-hinijiet tal-lejl, ibierku u jfahhru l-isem t'Al-
la jigbdu hafna grazzji fug d-dinja koliha.
Shana u bard, b’inhar u bil-lejl it-taib u |-
kant tal-ewwel sorijiet Klarissi gatt ma gata’
u hekk baggnet tinzamm it-tradizzjoni sal-
lum li ahna s-sorijiet Klarissi mad-dinja kol-
lha nqumu bil-leji infahhru I' Alla bil-Litur-
gija tas-sighat.

Ghal Santa Kiara |-hajja liturgika kienet
hajja. Permezz tal-liturgja |-misterji ta’ Kris-
tu ghamlithom taghha. Kienet titgarben
b’fervur u d-dmugh f'ghanejha. Meta min-
habba I-mard ma setghetx iktar tmur mas-
sorijiet l-ohra ghac-Celebrazzjonijiet Ewka-
ristici u I-kant tal-Uffizju, hija kienet titnik-
ket. Darba minnhom, kien il-lejl tal-Milied,
meta rat lill-ofirajn sejrin il-kor ghall-Matutin
galbha inghafset u din id-darba hallietha tit-

kellem, u galet, “Mulej, Alla tieghi, arani
hawn kif bgajt wahdi”. [zda |-Mulej huwa
tajjeb u hanin. Ma damx ma laga’ t-talba

taghha u biddel kull morr fi hlewwa. X ga-
ra? F’dagga wahda semghet f'widnejha
kant sabih tas-salmi li kien qged jitkanta
mill-patrijjiet fil-knisja ta’ S. Frangisk. Sem-
ahet ukoll id-dagqg helu tal-orani u rat ukoll
il-maxtura tal-Bambin Gesu’. Qalbha imtliet
b’ferh kbir u lI-ghada fil-ghodu meta sebah
galet lis-sorijiet, “Bierku lis-Sinjur taghna
Gesu’ Kristu li ma telagnix wahdi. Bil-graz-
zja lieghu stajt niefiu sehem fi¢-Cerimonja li
saret fil-knsja ta’ Missierna S. Frangisk’. U
minhabba dan I-episodju S. Kiara diet
maghzula bhala I-patruna tat-Televizzjoni.

Santa Klara kienet titlob dagskemm hab-
bet, jigifieri dejjem. Irnexxilha ghalhekk
tikber dejjem izjed fl-intimita mal-Mulej Ge-
su’. U ghamliet minn hajjitha kantiku wie-
hed ta ’tiffir. Qalbha kienet tahraq ghal Alla
u gatt ma kien bizzejjed li tishar u titlob. Ni-
tolbuha ahna wkoll, uliedha, biex tnissel fi-
na l-istess spirtu tat-talb biex bhalha nittras-
formaw ruhna, u nghaddu hajjitna fit-tifhir
tal-glorja tieghu.
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Artiklu tassew sabih w interessanti fuq
San Frangisk kien deher f'Rivista Religjuza
Ngliza: “The Word” aktar minn ghoxrin se-
na ilu u ghal darb’ohra reda’ deher fl-istess
Magazine hames snin ilu, sewwa sew meta
s-Serafiku ghalag 750 sena mill-mewt tie-
ghu. Kienu hafna dawk li kitbu matul iz-
2men fug dan II-Qaddis, izda I-kittieb ta’ dan
I-artiklu ma kienx ghajr hlief I-‘film star’ In-
gliz Charles Laughton. Min kien dan il-per-
sunagg li gabel miet fl-1962 mar f'Assisi u
ried jara b’ghajnejh dan I-post gaddis? Ghal
min ma jafx Laughton li twieled fI-1899 kien
wiehed mill-artisti kbar ta’ Hollywood li fil-
perijodu ta’ 30 sena ghamel bosta films u
li dawk ta’ Henry VIHI u Captaln Bligh bag-
ghu maghrufa fid-dinja tac-Cinema.

“Jiena rajt il-belt ta’ Assisi,” jikteb
Laughton, “u hemm iltgajt ma’ San Fran-
gisk”. “U iktar ma mxejt f'dan il-post gad-
dis, iktar kont inhoss il-prezenza tal-Fqajjar
tant li fil-hsieb tieghi kont nara lil wiécu
kollu gdusija u fl-istess hin nisma’ I-vuci
perswaziva tieghu’'.



Naqgraw fl-istorja li bosta kienu dawk il-
Papiet, Kardinali, Poeti u Kittieba ta’ fama
nternazzjonali li mistghagba quddiem I-
umilta’ u I-fagar tal-Qaddis taghna riedu
jimxu wara I-passi tieghu. U xejn inqas ma
ghamel Charles Laughton li mganqal mill-
grazzja ta' Alla, ried jikteb ukol fug Frangis-
ku ta’ Assisi. Dan il-‘film star’ ighid fil-kitba
tieghu: “iktar ma bdejt nimxi fdin il-belt
gaddisa iktar bdejt niftakar fil-mixi li kien
jaghmel dan il-Qaddis, imsieheb minn
ghadd ta’ zghazagh li riedu jobdu hl khem
ta’ Kristu li kien gal lill-guvni ghani tal-Van-
gelu”.

“Ibga’ imxi,” ighid Laughton, ‘“u fuq il-
passi ta Frangisku minn Assisi inti tasal
ghand Krisiu”. Prova ta’ dan tghidilna l-is-
tess storja li fiha hemm imnizzla l-eluf u eluf
kbar ta’ religjuzi, irdiel u nisa, kif ukoll fa-
milji shah li haddnu t-taghlim Frangiskan.
Mhux kuntent il-‘film star’ taghna li zar As-
sisi, ried u mar f’kull post jew ghar jew ere-
mitagg li -Qaddis taghna ghadda xi zmien
minn hajtu. Nisimghu lil Laughton xi jghid
rigward wiehed minn dawn il-postijiet fejn
Frangisku u wliedu kienu jitolbu u jfafnfiru
’Alla: “B’dan quddiem ghajnejja jiena has-
sejt i-paci li Alla jaghti lil dawk i jfittxuh,”
jikieb Charles, “‘u din hassejtha bhal ziffa
helwa li tahbat ma’ wicéek u iktar tard tin-
zel f'galbek u timliek bil-hena li Alla jaghti lil
dawk li jimxu warajH”’.

Charles Laughton gabel temm l-artiklu
nteressanti tieghu ried ghal darb’ohra jifta-
kar filkrisja tal-Porzjunkula, post gaddis
li kien marbut wisq mal-galb umli ta’ Fran-
gisku, u li ghadu sallum wiehed mill-posti-
jiet tad-devozjoni ghal kull dixxiplu frangis-
kan. Qrib dan il-post, il-gaddis taghna ried
li jtemm hajtu ghalhekk l-awlur wara li jid-
deskrivi b’mod stupend l-ahhar sighat tal-
Foajjar ta’ Assisi fuq l-art, jiftakar fis-Salm
141 tas-Sulten David li jibda hekk: “Sejjant
il Mulej b’lehni u b’lehni ghamilt talba lil
Muej”.

Hekk miet is-Serafiku Frangisku u Laugh-
ton bhal hafna ohrajn gablu, mimli b’gima
kbira lejn dan il-persunagg singulari li gha-
du sal-gurnata tal-lum l-animazzjoni ta’ bos-
ta generazzjonijiet, itemm l-artiklu mheg-
geg tieghu b’dawn il-kelmiet: “Jiena ferhan
li mort Assisi u hemm iligajt ma’ San Fran-
gisk”.



Franciscan Capuchin Identily

The identily of the Franciscan Capu-
chin is that of living in fraternity and minori-
ty, following Christ in Chastily, Poverty and

Obedience as taught by the Gospel.
Through a life of contemplation followed by
that of dedicated apostniate. the Capuchin
is bound to be the prophet of the Crucified
Christ amongqg the physical andh spiritual
sufferings of humanity.

Positive and Negative Present-day Realities

In our present times the Franciscan Capuchin
Order ,as a fraternity incamated into the world for its
continious redemption is facing various new realities:
social, economical, scientifical, cultural and religious.
Some of these presenl-day realilies are olfering a fa-
vourable challenging opportunity to appreciate more
the richness and validity of the Franciscan Capuchin
Charism. But on the other hand, we notice also, as a
result of the day-to-day world-wide changings, the ne-
gative impact on our identity as Capuchins today.
Full-time Apostolate and Fraternity

As a result of the rapid progress in all sorts of
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social communications, we are more aware of the pro-
blems of humanity. The Church, feeling that it is her
duth to be on the front-line, is involving herself in the
various fields of daily life, both temporal and spiritual.
This work is being done with all dedication.

The Franciscan Capuchin influences by this trend
of full-time apostolate of total involvement in the
world, sometimes is giving preference to pastoral
work outside the fairy with a detriment to the life in
fraternity.

The main characteristics of the Franciscan Capu-
chin Fraternity, so much dear to our Founder, as a
result of the above mentioned involvement in the
world are in a shaky state. The life of community
prayer and contemplation, the life of community
sharing in joy and suffering is losing its primary im-
portance in some of our fraternities. Is there anyone
who can deny that some of our friaries could be simply
termed “hostels™?

Full-time Apostolate and Prayer

Marxism is having its impact also on our frater-
nity’s identity. The theory of man’s evaluation from
his work-production is becoming the standard-measure



of our vocation. It is important to remember in this
context, the words that St. Francis addressed to the
preachers: “Why do you glory over men who have
been converted when it was my simple brothers who
converted them by their prayers?” (2 Cel,, n.164). The
life of contemplation in our fraternities needs to be re-
discovered in order to be lived in its fulfilment.

Franciscan Capuchin Apostolate
Contemplation by itself is not the basic element

of our “form of life”. This must be followed by a di-
rect involvement in man’s affairs. “They (the first
[ranciscans) all conferred together, as truce followers of
justice whether they should dwell among men or go to
solitary places. But St. Francis, who did not trust in
his own skill, but had recourse to holy prayer before
all transactions, chose not to live for himself alone,
but for Him “who died for all”, knowing that he was
sent for this that he might win for God the souls the
devil was trying to snatch away” (1 Cel., n.35).

The misunderstanding of pluriformity excrts a ne-
gative impact on the present-day Franciscan Capuchin
Apostolate. In our roles of life while we must respect
pluriformity as a healthy means to one’s own persona-
lity, cn the cther hand we must also safeguard the
charismatic unity which builds up our own identity
amoengst the people of God.

Our apostolate, although various, must always be
done in the franciscan style of poverty, simplicity and
minority : “Francis, therefore, the most valiant knight
of Christ, went about the towns and villages announ-
cing the kingdom of God, preaching peace, teaching
salvation and penance unto the remission of sins, not
in the persuasive words of human wisdom, but with
the learning and power of the Spirit” (1 Cel., n.36).

Let the programme of formation be always orien-
ted to this type of apostolate.

Franciscan Capuchin Ecclesial Dimension
The various present ideologies and different

trends, mostly regarding philosophical and theological
studies, with their negative impact on the clergy and
religious in general is a present-day problem within
the Church. In this present Tistorical context, the
Franciscan Capuchin must live his charism of a total
and ahsolute ohedience to the Church (cfr. Introduc-
tion to Rule 1).

So, regarding formation, both initial and on-going,
greater importance must be given to the authenticity
of the “magisterfum”.

Total Obedience

The crisis of authority is a world-wide social, cul-
tural and political problem. Nevertheless it is also felt,
and at times very critically felt in ecclesial quarters
and in religious life.

So, regarding formation, both initial and on-going,
much importance must be given to the know of obe-
dience in all its implications:

a) obedience and reverence to the Church; (cfr. In-
troduction to Rule II).

b) unconditionl loyalty to the ecclesiastical hierar-
chy and total submission to the priests, even when
they may have been unfavourable or ill-disposed
and even when they were ignorant or unworthy;
(cfr. Testament; 11 Cel, n.146).

¢} obedience and respect within the Order itself, to-
wards the ministers in everything that the friars
have promised to God to obey. (cfr. 2 Rule, ch.
10).

Obedience to the Church and in the Church ap-
peared as the first and most important bond that held
together the brotherhood of the first friars among
themselves and united it to the whole Church. (cfr. C.
ESSER, Origins of the Franciscan Order, Franciscan
Herald Press, Chicago 1970, pp.58-71).

Poverty

That our society is passing through a period of
great materialism and consumism is a present-day
reality. The superfluous becomes the convenient: the
convenient becomes the necessary: the necessary be-
comes indispensable.

This is presenting a greater challenge to the
Franciscan Capuchin who choses the life of evangeli-
cal poverty. This is creating an unfavourable situation
for the Franciscan Capuchin who wants to keep alive
the identity of his charism by “following the poor
Christ”.

So a more solid formation, in regard to poverty, is
necessary.

Total Self-offering to God

The Francscan Capuchin is living in a permissive
society. The words as penance-conversion and chastity,
sound as medieval, out-dated vocabulary. This is anot-
her aspect of a present-day reality, a mentality which
easily can influence Franciscan Capuchin life in its
basic fundamental values.

It is of great importance that, both in the initial
and during on-going formaton, the friar receive the
authentic and positive teaching about his cemmit-
ment to continuous conversion in our total self-offering
to God.

Conclusion

These are some present-day realities which the
Franciscan Capuchin Order in general and each friar
in parlicular are facing

T am sure that other aspects could have been men-
tioned; but in this article, I had to limit myself only to
the most important characteristics.

Philip Cutajar, Capuchin
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KIF
NIBZGHU
GHALL-HBIEB

I-hbieb veri kulhadd iridhom u huma mehtiega mill-istess
natura taghna. Tant huwa hekk 1i til-bidu ta’ I-Iskrittura Mqaddsa
nstbu dawn il-kliem “Mhux sewwa li I-bniedem ikun wahdu”.
Biex il-bniedem ihaddem l-personalita’ tieghu ghandu bzonn li
jghix u jagsam ma’ haddiehor esperjenzi, kliem, ferh, niket,
loghob u xoghol.

Dan hu kollu veru pero” l-qalba tal-kwistjoni hija ‘Min huma
l-veri hbieb? u t-tieni kif ghandna naghmlu biex nibzghu ghali-
hom dawn l-veri hbieb jew fi kliem iehor kif naghmlu biex mill-
parti taghna ahna nkunu l-veri hbieb. Mela —

1 Halli fi l-habib ikun dak li hu:
Adcettah kif inhu, bindividwalita’, opinjonijet, gosti u im-
perfezzjonijiet tieghu.

2 Ghatu wiehed liil-iehor spazju biex tiehdu n-nifs:
Habib ma jfissirx li ma ghandux ikollok ¢ertu hsibijiet, gib-
diet, emozzjonijiet privati li dawn ma jista’ jagsamhom ma

hadd.

3 Kun dejjem lest biex taghti; u biex tircievi:
Lest dejjem biex tghin u biex titlob l-ghajnuna. -
La trid tuza l-habib u lanqas hu juzak.

4 Kun Leali:
Il-lealta hija fedelta. Minghajr din zgur li I-hbiberija ma tis-
tax izzomm ghaliex hbieb kemm fil-bnazzi kif ukoll fil-mal-
temp.

5 Ghati dejjem kuragg u apprezzament:
Hu pjacir bis-successi ta’ hbiebek u ikkumpatih meta jiz-
balja.

6 Kun Onest:
Zomm dejjem l-arja tal-hbiberija safja u pura b'ossigenu tal-
verita’, pero’ jekk tara li inqas kliem is-sitwazzjoni sejra
tkun ahjar allura ghaqta qasir.

7 Afda fi hbiebek:

Ghamel hiltek kollha biex temmen fil-valuri tajba u intrin-
sici ta’ hbiebek u dawn iroddulek il-gid. Darba taécetta d-
dubju, fl-hbiberija tispicta minmufih.

8 Kun lest biex tirriskja:
Habib veru huwa tezor u t-tezori mhux sejjer issibhom fkull

kantuniera tat-tri. Mela ibda hobb tassew lil hbiebek, kun
int verament habib u huma jsiru veri hbieb tieghek.
MUDEST GATT, kapuccin



of our vocation. It is important to remember in this
context, the words that St. Francis addressed to the
preachers: “Why do you glory over men who have
been converted when it was my simple brothers who
converted them by their prayers?” (2 Cel.,, n.164). The
life of contemplation in our fraternities needs to be re-
discovered in order to be lived in its fulfilment.

Franciscan Capuchin Apostolate
Contemplation by itself is not the basic element

of our “form of life”. This must be followed by a di-
rect involvement in man’s affairs. “They (the first
franciscans) all conferred together, as true followers of
justice whether they should dwell among men or go to
solitary places. But St. Francis, who did not trust in
his own skill, but had recourse to holy prayer before
all transactions, chose not to live for himself alone,
but for Him “who died for all”, knowing that he was
sent for this that he might win for God the souls the
devil was trying to snatch away” (1 Cel., n.35).

The misunderstanding of pluriformity exerts a ne-
gative impact on the present day Franciscan Capuchin
Apostolate. In our roles of life while we must respect
pluriformity as a healthy means to one’s own persona-
lity, ¢n the cther hand we must also safegunard the
charismatic unity which builds up our own identity
amongst the people of God.

Our apostolate, although various, must always be
done in the franciscan style of poverty, simplicity and
minority : “Francis, therefore, the most valiant knight
of Christ, went about the towns and villages announ-
cing the kingdom of God, preaching peace, teaching
salvation and penance unto the remission of sins, not
in the persuasive words of human wisdom, but with
the learning and power of the Spirit” (1 Cel., n.36).

Let the programme of formation be always orien-
ted to this type of apostolate.

Franciscan Capuchin Ecclesial Dimension
The various present ideologies and different

trends, mostly regarding philosophical and theological
studies, with their negative impact on the clergy and
religious in general is a present-day problem within
the Church. In this present Thistorical context, the
Franciscan Capuchin must live his charism of a total
and absolute obedience to the Church (cfr. Introduc-
tion to Rule 1).

So, regarding formation, both initial and on-going,
greater importance must be given to the authenticity
of the “magisterfum”.

Total Obedience
The crisis of authority is a world-wide social, cul-

tural and political problem. Nevertheless it is also felt,
and at times very critically felt in ecclesial quarters
and in religious life.

So, regarding formation, both initial and on-going,
much importance must be given to the know of obe-
dience in all its implications :

a) obedience and reverence to the Church; (cfr. In-
troduction to Rule II).

b) uncondition]l loyalty to the ecclesiastical hierar-
chy and total submission to the priests, even when
they may have been unfavourable or ill-disposed
and even when they were ignorant or unworthy;
(ctr. Testament; 11 Cel., n.146).

¢) obedience and respect within the Order itself, to-
wards the ministers in everything that the friars
have promised to God to obey. (cfr. 2 Rule, ch.
10).

Obedience to the Church and in the Church ap-
peared as the first and most important bond that held
together the brotherhood of the first friars among
themselves and united it to the whole Church. (cfr. C.
ESSER, Origins of the Franciscan Order, Franciscan
Herald Press, Chicago 1970, pp.58-71).

Poverty

That our society is passing through a period of
great materialism and consumism is a present-day
reality. The superfluous becomes the convenient: the
convenient becomes the necessary: the necessary be-
comes indispensable,

This is presenting a greater challenge to the
Franciscan Capuchin who choses the life of evangeli-
cal poverty. This is crealing an unfavourable situation
for the Franciscan Capuchin who wants to keep alive
the identity of his charism by “following the poor
Christ”.

So a more solid formation, in regard to poverty, is
necessary.

Total Self-offering to God

The Francscan Capuchin is living in a permissive
society. The words as penance-conversion and chastity,
sound as medieval, out-dated vocabulary. This is anot-
her aspect of a present-day reality, a mentality which
easily can influence Franciscan Capuchin life in its
basic fundamental values.

It is of great importance that, both in the initial
and during on-going formaton, the friar rececive the
authentic and positive teaching about his commit-
ment to continuous conversion m o lotal sclf-offering
to God.

Conclusion

These are some present-day realities which the
Franciscan Capuchin Order in general and each friar
in particular arc facing.

I am sure that other aspects could have been men-
tioned; but in this article, I had to limit myself only to
the most important characteristics.

Philip Cutajar, Capuchin
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KiF
NIBZGHU
GHALL-HBIEB

Il-hbieb veri kulhadd iridhom u huma mehtiega mill-istess
natura taghna. Tant huwa hekk 1 fil-bidu ta’ 1-Tskrittura Mgaddsa
ns’bu dawn il-kliem "Mhux sewwa li I-bniedem ikun wahdu”.
Biex il-bniedem thaddem l-personalita’ tieghu ghandu bzonn li
jghix u jagsam ma’ haddiehor esperjenzi, kliem, ferh, niket,
loghob u xoghol.

Dan hu kollu veru pero’ I-qalba tal-kwistjoni hija ‘Min huma
l-veri hbieb? u t-tieni kif ghandna naghmlu biex nibzghu ghali-
hom dawn l-veri tibieb jew fi kliem iehor kif naghmlu biex mill-
parti taghna ahna nkunu l-veri hbieb. Mela —

1 Halliii -habib ikun dak li hu:
Accettah kif inhu, b'individwalita’, opinjonijet, gosti u im-
perfezzjonijiet tieghu.

2 Ghatu wiened lill-iehor spazju biex tiehdu n-nifs:
Fabib ma jfissirx li ma ghandux ikollok ¢ertu hsibijiet, gib-
diet, emozzjonijiet privati i dawn ma jista’ jagsamhom ma
hadd.

3 Kun dejjem lest biex taghti; u biex tircievi:
Lest dejjem biex tghin u biex titlob I-ghajnuna.
La trid tuza I-habib u lanqgas hu juzak. -

4 Kun Leali:
Tl-lealta hija fedelta. Minghajr din zgur li l-hbiberija ma tis-
tax izzomm ghaliex hbieb kemm fil-bnazzi kif ukoll fil-mal-
temp.

5 Ghati dejjem kuragg u apprezzament:
Hu pjacir bis-successi ta’ hbiebek u ikkumpatih meta jiz-

balja.

6 Kun Onest:
Zomm dejjem l-arja tal-hbiberija safja u pura b'ossigenu tal-
verita’, pero’ jekk tara li inqas kliem is-sitwazzjoni sejra
tkun ahjar allura ghaqta qasir.

7 Afda fi hbiebek:
Ghamel hiltek kollha biex temmen fil-valuri tajba u intrin-
si¢i ta’” hbiebek u dawn iroddulek il-gid. Darba tac¢céetta d-
dubju, il-hbiberija tispicéa minmutih

8 Kun lest biex tirriskja:
Habib veru huwa tezor u t-tezori mhux sejjer issibhom fkull

kantuniera tat-triq. Mela ibda hobb tassew lil hbiebek, kun

int verament habib u huma jsiru veri hbieb tieghek.
MUDEST GATT, kapuccin



IR-RIVISTA “DAWL FRANGISKAN”
GHAT-VIll CENTINARJU
MIT-TWELID TA” SAN FRANGISK

KONKORSY

TA” KITBA LETTERARJA BI SFOND FRANGISKAN

San Frangisk t’Assisi matul hajtu kiteb diversi ittri ndirizzati lil kategoriji differenti ta’
nies. Fost dawn huma ta’ ntererss generali [-ittri [i huwa Kiteb: :

TNIEDI

a) lill-insara Kollha: Religjuzi, Kjerici, Laj¢i rgiel u nisa.
b) U lill-Mexxejja tal-popli.
Bieku Samn Frangisk kellu jghix fi zmienna x'kien

jilkieh fdavwn L-ittri tieghu?

Punti mportanti ghall-pariiciparti:

O Min jidhol ghal dan il-KONKORS irid ifittex li jikteb xoghol letterarju fuq stil ta’
ittra fejn jipprova kemm jista’ jwassal il-messagg frangiskan lil wahda minn dawn
il-kategoriji msemmija (a jew b).

O ll-participant irid ifitex li jaghmel jidher I-istil frangiskan fil-kitba tieghu — huwa
San Frangisk li ged jikteb ghall-Insara jew ghall-Mexxejja ta’ zmienna.

O Tul mhux aktar minn 400 kelma.

O  Den iI-FKONKORS huwa miftun ghal kulhadd.

O l-participanti jigu mifruda f'erba’ kategoriji skend l-eta’
minn 14-il-sena l-isfel.

minn 15-il-sena sa 21 sena.

minn 22 sena sat-30.
mill-31 sena’l fuq.

OO TD

O Ibghat ix-xoghol tieghek direttament lill-kEDITUR tar-Rivista, u iffirmah biss
b'nome-de-plum. F’'envelope separat u maghlug ibghat ukoll I-isem u I-kunjom
proprja flimkien ma’ l-indirizz u l-eta’. Fuq l-envelope maghlug (minn barra) ir-
repeti l-istess nom-de-plum.

O Zmien biex tibghat ix-xoghol letterarju tieghek ghandek sa l-ahhar ta’ Novembru
1981.

O L-ewwel tlett xoghlijiet rebbiefa minn kull kategorija jinghataw rigal xieraq, fil-
wagqt li ahina niksbu d-dritt li nippubblikaw ix-xoghol taghhom fuq din ir-Rivista.




“liena hu l-Tobz tal-hajja. Min jigi

ghandi ma jiehdu gatt il-guh, v min

jemmen fija ma jkun qatt bil-ghatx”.
Gw. 6, 35.

NERSQU DEJJEM LEJN L-EWKARISTIJA

Permezz ta’ l-Ewkaristija :

nircievu 1 Gesu’” Kristu haj.

ninghaqdu ma’ Gesu” Kristu.

nghixu lil Gesu” Kristu.

inwasslu lil Gesu” Kristu lill-ohrajn,
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