=
-
-
<
=
=
O
O
>
o
<
B
=
Z
L
r
L
-




F'DIN
IL'-HARGA.

Editorjal:

FEJN HU T-TWEMMIN TAGNA?
(1-Tieiet Taqsima)
(]

“THE JEHOVAH WITNESSES”

O

IL-GURAT BASILJU GRIMA
BENEFATTUR TAL-KAPUCGCINI
F'GHAWDEX

]

LiS-SEKUI.ARI FRANGISKANI *

CHO
HABARI GANI?
00
DON KBIR

(]

IL-MARTRI FRANGISKANI |
TAR-RIVOLUZZJONI FRANCIZA

O
FRANCISCAN RENUNCIATION
O-C
Qaddisin Kapucéini:

PATRIPIO
MINN PIETRALCINA

-0

AHBARUIET
FRANGISKANI

|

KAPUCCINI
O

.-UCUH TAN-NIES |

MIN HU KRIS1U?

JIENA T-TRIQ, IS-SEWWA U L-HAJJA

Fl-ahhar tahdita i KRISTU ghamel lit-Tnax, x’hin galithom
li t-trig fejn kien sejjer jafuha, Tumas thawwad, u gailu: ‘Mulej
ma nafux fejn int sejjer, Kif nistghu inkunu nafu ttrig?”
KRISTU wiegbu: “Jiena {-Triq, is-Sewwa u |-Hajja. Hadd ma
jista’ jigi ghand il-Missier hlief bija.”

KRISTU huwa t-Triq: it-triq li twassalni ghand il-Missier.
Jekk irrid nasal ghand il-Missier jehtieg |i nghaddi minn
KRISTU, ghax minn KRISTU biss nista’ nersaq ghand il-iMis-
sier. Kif ghandi nghaddi minn KRISTU biex nasal ghand il-
Missier? Billi nhares kelmtu: iigi tieghu, KRISTU huwa t-trig
billi tani IHigi tieghu biex imexxini lejn Missieru. Ik-figi, l-ew-
wel tahieli minn idejn Mose, fuq is-Sinaj, u mbaghad geddid-
ha u rega’ tahieli shiha hu, mibnija fug limhabba.

Fi-harsien tal-ligi ta’ KRISTU, xi daqgiet na-
qa’, izda l-waqghat li naga’ fi trigti lejn il-Missier, m’ghand-
homx jagtghuli qalbi, meta nindem u nqum minnhom Kif
ighid il-Qaddis Bennard, ahjar inzappap fit-triq it-tajba (li hija
KRISTU) milli nigri fit-triq i-hazina (i gatt ma twassalni
ghand il-Missier).

KRISTU huwa s-Sewwa: is-sewwa hija haga ohra li tmex-
xini lejn il-Missier bi KRISTU. KRISTU wrieni li huwa s-sewwa,
Ftaghlimu. F'kuima ghallimni, KRISTU ma gidebx, ma haw-
wadx, ma dawwarx, ma biddelx, ma dahakx bija, ma qarragx
bija, ghax it-taghlim tieghu, qal darba, mhux tieghu, izda ta’
dak li baghtu. KRISTU huwa s-sewwa nnifisha, u ghalhekk,
ma jistax jitkellem hlief is-sewwa, ma jistax ikun hlief is-sew-
wa. Lil Pilatu qallu: **...u min hu mis-sewwa, jisma’ lehni.”" Li
jien iben Alla, ifisser li jien gej mis-sewwa, ghax Alla huwa s-
sewwa nnifisha. La jien gej mis-sewwa, ghandi nisma’ lehen
KRISTU: lehen KRISTU huwa Hkligi tieghu, it-taghiim tieghu,
il-hajja tieghu. Qed naghraf is-sewwa fi KRISTU? La KRISTU
huwa s-sewwa, ghandi nintelag fidejh u nimxi warajh fit-trig
Ii twassal ghand Missieru, ghax naf li ma jistax igarraq bija.
Jien gejt mahluq halli nasal ghand il-Missier: ghand ii-Missier
ma nistax nasal hlief bis-sewwa: is-sewwa hija KRISTU: mela,
bi KRISTU biss, li hu s-sewwa, nista’ nasal ghand il-Missier.
Kemm huma mixtigin ghas-sewwa I-bnedmin tal-lum? lzda
ghaliex? Ghax ma jfittxuhiex fi KRISTU. Jekk jien infittex is-
sewwa fi Kristu, ghandi nsibha, u nkun nista’ nghixha jien u
nghin lill-haddiehor ighixha.

KRISTU huwa [-Hajja: KRISTU mhux biss huwa haj, izda
huwa l-hajja nnifisha. Kif naf? Ghax huwa mnissel mill-Missier
gabel kull Zmien. Il-Missier huwa lhajja. Kulma sar, ighid I-
Appostlu Ganni, ha I-hajja bi KRISTU; ghax gabel ma sar
bniedem, KRISTU kien haj minn dejjem bhala Alla; ghax ma
mietx meta fittxewh biex joqtluh, izda ta ruhu fidejhom hu
meta kienet waslet is-siegha li jmut; meta ried hu; ghax ta I-
hajja lill-mejtin; ghax darba qal li ghandu s-setgha li jaghti haj-
tu u li jarga’ jehodha; ghax wara tlitt ijiem gam miil-mewt bis-
setgha tieghu nnifsu: minn hekk naf li KRISTU huwa I-hajja.
KRISTU huwa |-haija biex jaghti I-hajja lili u izommni haj: biex
iwassalni haj ghand Missieru. 1l-hajja, KRISTU, tahieli billi
halla hajtu ghalija, bi kliemu u b’taghlimu,a bil-Knisja tieghu,
bis-Sagramenti. KRISTU, il-hajja tahieli: ghadni nghix bil-
hajja i tani KRISTU? Jekk ma ikollix il-hajja fija, inkun
mejjet. Il-hajja nista’ nihodha biss minn KRISTU, ghax hu biss
tahieli, u tahieli biex nghix: biex nghix ghal dejiem.

LAWRENZ BRIFFA, kapuccin
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Editur

Responsabbli: Fejn Hu t-Twemmin Taghna?
_Philip Cutajar Ghat-tielet darba geghdin niltagghu maghkom
fr. Philip Cutaja editorjalment bl-istess suggett: “Fejn Hu t-Twemmin
I-Kapuééini Taghna? Xtagna nizvolgu aktar dan is-suggett min-
Kunvent ta P habba Il-importanza kbira tieghu u mhux ingas rin-
Kalkara habba l-attwalita’ tieghu. Huwa z-zmien tas-Sena
Mgaddsa. huwa zmien fejn f'Malta ser isiru zewg
Maita Kungressi Internazzjonali: dak Marjan u l-iehor Mar-

jologiku — ghalhekk ghandu jkun ukoll Zzimien li fih
niflu bir-reqga I-fidi taghna.
Tel: 825724 DIVERSI SETET FROTT TAL-INJORANZA
Meta wiehed jgharbel l-istorja tal-Knisja jiskopri
li d-diversi setet li nholau fost I-insara stess kienu
dejjem frott tal-injuranza specéjalment dik religjuza.
Bniedem fanatiku, rasu iebsa, supperv jidhol fi zball
eretiku u I-folla neqsa mnn taghlim u twemmin sod
timxi warah. Dawn it-tip ta’ ereziji li zviluppaw f'setet
Ghajnuna f Offerti: sabu art fertili fost popli niegsa mit-taghiim u mill-
konvinzjoni persunali fit-twemmin nisrani taghhom.
Dawn, frott tal-injuranza religjuza, jibhilhu kuli ma

% Abbonament Regulari jintgal lilhom u b’hekk bil-mod il-mod influwenzati
minn taghlim garrieqi, stramb, sensazzjonali, jingat-
LLm2.00c ghu mit-taghlim genwin ta’ Kristu kif inhu pprezen-
. tat lilna minn Ommna [-Knisja, b'mandat dirett

% Abbonament Sostenitur moghti lilha minn Kristu nnifsu.
Lm3.00c Dan il-fenomenu tas-setet gieghed fil-prezent jol-

got lil pajjizna. Qeghdin nisimghu bil-“moonies’,
bil-“‘jehovah witnesses” u issa anke bl-ideja ta’
‘“knisja nazzjonali”.

Dan kollu huwa frott ta’ l-injoranza li tezisti fostna,
injuranza fit-taghlim religjuz-aktar elementari. It-
twemmin taghna jsib il-milja tieghu fl-ghaqda shiha
taghna (kommunjoni) mal-Knisja Wahda. Infatti I-
akbar zball ta’ l-eretiku u tas-segwaci tieghu li mie-
ghu jiffurmaw is-setta m’huwiex I-izball dommatiku
u duttrinali imma pjuttost il-firda mill-ghagda tal-

Stamperija: Knisja ‘Kull taghlim izolat mill-ghagda mal-Knisja

- huwa dejjem zbaljat” (G. Philips, L’evolution de la
CharVin Press & Co. Ltd. theologie accomplie par Vat. Il in Seminarium 1970,
Factory 191, 1,7).

Hemm bzonn tinghata aktar enfasi lill-aspett kom-
munitarjutal-fidi . M’hemmx fidi shiha minghajr kom-
Luga. munjoni. ll-vera fidi ssib l-espressjoni taghha fi-azz-
Tel: 784381 /2. joni mwettqa fghaqgda shifia ta’ gbil totali mal-Knis- I

Industrial Estate,




! ja. ll-vera fidi mhux biss gbil ma’ formula duttrinali u
teoretika imma Il-ghejxien fil-prattika tal-liturdija ek-
klessjali tal-maghmudija lI-fidi hija don i jsir esper-
jenza fi hdan il-Knisja.B’hekk il-fidi ssir il-lingwagg
uniku u komuni tal-Knisja bhala Gisem Mistiku ta’
Kristu.

Dan it-tagilim huwa r-rieda diretta tal-fundatur
tal-Knisja, huwa r-rieda dejjiema ta’ Gesu’ Kristu:
“Missier gaddis, harishom fismek dawk li int tajtni,
biex ikunu haga wahida bhalna... Miniex nitlob ghal
dawn biss, imma wkoll ghal dawk li ghad jemmnu
fija bis-sahha tal-kelma tagiihom; nitolbok li jkunu
lkoll haga wahda...” (Gw. 17, 11.20).

NIRBHU DAN IL-PERIKLU

ll-ghagda shiha fost il-Poplu t’Alla minn dejjem
kienet wiehed mill-problemi kbar tal-Knisja matul iz-
zmien. Xi haga li nilmhuha anke fil-Knisja primi-
tiva ta’ zmien l-appostii.

... Fil-passat ma nistghux nghidu li kienet xi prob-
lema li nkwetat bil-kbir lill-Knisja Kattolika f'Malta.
Minhabba diversi fatturi, kemm soc¢jologici kif ukoll
kulturali u anke psikologi¢i, allavolja ghal Zmien twil
mahkuma minn diversi popli fosthom I-Inglizi i fil-
maggoranza huwa poplu protestant, dejjem gharaf-
¢ na nzommu gawwja l-identita’ taghna fl-ghaqgda re-
‘1 ligjuza fi Knisja Wahda.

J lllum il-folja nqgalbet. L-influwenza barranija bid-
diversi mezzi li jiffavorixxu kull tip ta’ komunikaz-
zjoni geghdin igibuna wi¢¢ mb’wi¢¢ mal-problema
tas-setet li narawhom jinholqu b’¢ertu ritmu allar-
manti anke f'Malta. Jiddispjacik tara certi mezzi ta’
komunikazzjoni mmexxija minn hekk imsejjha ‘kat-
toli¢i maltin’ jiffavorixxu din il-mentalita’ ta’ firda re-
ligjuza tant l-iskuza tal-liberta’.

Is-soluzzjoni hija li quddiem realta’ simili nfitixu
li nkunu aktar pozittivi billi “nizirghu I-qamh” per-
mezz ta’ aktar taghim sod u xhieda gawwija tal-fidi
tagnna filwagt li nifthu ghajnejn dawk Ii ged “jizir-
ghu s-sikkrana” bi propaganda u hidma li tiffavorix-
xi Ifirda mill-Knisja ta’ Kristu. Mhux bizzejje« ii n6g-
ghodu nikkundannaw imma rridu nestendu i-hidma
ta’ katekezi soda u ipprogrammata mhux biss fuq
iz-zghar imma anke lejn iz-zghazagh u l-adulti.

Ma nhallux lil Satana jsaltan fostna frott tal-firda
— firda ta’ kull tip — li tista’ tezisti fostna I-Maltin.
Fejn hemm il-firda kemm religjuza kif ukoll nazzjo-
nali hemm isaltan Satana bil-mibgheda, bil-pika, bis-
setet, partiti u glied.

Mulej kompli ghaggadna flimkien f'poplu wiehed
u fi Knisja Wahda fejn int tkun daK li jsaitan fostna.
lI-Mulej jaghtikom is-Sliem.

FE ditin y




“THE JEHOVAH WITNESSES™

Billi fdawn l-ahhar §imghat kif galulna hafna,
regghu gsw xi membri tas-setta ‘ The Jehoba Wit
ness” (ix-Xhieda ta’ Gehova) ihabbtu xi djar tan-
nies tal parrcééa taghna. Jidhrilna i jagbe! naghtu
ftit taghrii fughom, biex in-nies taghna jkunu jafu
kif ghandhom igibu ruhhom maghhom, jekk jigu
wiéé inb’'wié¢é maghhor

IL-BIDU TAS-SETTA

Ilfundatur ta’ din is-setia kien Charles-Taze
Russel Ii twieled fPittsburgh (U.S.A.) fis-sena
1852 u miet I-1916. Russell wahhalha frasu li ried
jaghraf u jhabbar l-ahhar tad-dinja, meta ssefih ir-
rebha tat-tajbin u l-gerda tal-hziena. Qabad fidejh
il-Bibbja, sab xi passi 'l hawn u ’l fiinn, fehemhom
skond il-fehma ta’ mohhu u wasal ghall-konkluzjoni
li ried hu: li Kristu kellu jigu ghall-gudizzju fis-sena
1914.

Bil-hegga u [-fanatizmu i kellu rnexxielu jgen-
nen Hhafna nies b’din il-profezija tieghu —-
kotlha nies negsin  mill-fidi vera u mit
taghlim shin tar-religfon. Imma meta was-
et u ghaddiet is-sena 1914, setghu gharfu
li din kienet profezija falza. F’dik is-sena flok zmien
ta’ pac¢i u hena, kif kien ha bar Russell, fagqghet
l-ewwel gwerra dinjijal Is-successuri ta’ Russell kie-
nu Joseph-Franklin Rutherford u Nathan Homer
Knorr. Ta’ l-ewwel ta lis-sitta l-isem ta’ “Ix-Xhieda ta’
Gehova”, u habbar ukoll li Abraham, lzakk u Ga-
kobb kellhom jergghu jidgu fid-dinja fl-1925. Knorr
ukoll habbar il-bidu ta’ dinja gdida fl-1973. Is-snin
ghaddew u l-profezija bagghu fl-ajrul

KIBRET U XTERDET

" #ix-Xhieda ta’ Gehova’ jinsabu 200 pajjiz tad-
dmja ‘Skond id-dokumenti li ghandi quddiemi jgho-
ddu aktar minn 2,000,000, i jinsabu l-aktar fl-Ameri-
ka, fl-Ewropa u fl-Awstralja. U n-numru taghhom
k»u[l ma «jmur jizdied.

Ta’ min jISTaQSI Imma kif kibru u xterdu dags-
hekk?:

Donat Spiteri, kapuc¢éin

Twegiba: Dawk 1i jingabdu fix-xibka ta’ din is-
setta huma nsara dghajfa fil-fidi jew Ii tilfu I-fidi ghal
kollox u li huma negsin mit-taghlim tar-religjon. il-
bnizdem ma jghix minghajr xi roligjon. Min hu min-
ghzjrha jhoss il-vojt taghha u llum jew ghada, jaga’
Pxi spesci ta’ religon ohra. Imbzgh:d il-fanatizmu
u l-konvinz'oni tax-Xhieda ta’ Gehova malajr jim-
pressjona lil dawn in-nies “sempli¢i” fir-religjon. Is-
sistema tal-propaganda taghhom hu wkoll gqawwi
nafna :iduru blist u rhula, ihabbtu bieb bieb, ikel-
Imu lin-nies, jiffitawhom, ihawdulhom mohhom u
jfippruvaw inisslu fihom sfidu¢ia fil-Knisja taghhom.
Mhix haga kbira li fost dawk li jghixu bla religjon
(uhuma l-miljuni wkoll) u fost dawk li nqatghu mill-
Knis’a (u huma hafna) isibu min jintrebah minn
kliemhom.

MHUMIEX INSARA

...... Ix-Xhieda ta’ Gehova, ghal kemm ighidu li jem-~
mnu fGesu’ Kristu mhumiex insara tassew, ghax
f'dak li jemmnu (jew li ma jemmnux) imorru diret-
tament kontra t-taghlim fundamentali tal-Kristjaniz-
mu.

*  Ma jemmnux fit-Trinita’ Qaddisa, |i Alla hu Wie-
hed fi Tliet Persuni, ghalkemm din hi rivelazz-
joni l-aktar ¢ara tat-Testment il-Gdid (ara Mt 28,
19; Gw 14, 10.23.26, u hafna riferenzi ohra).

*  Ma jemmnux li Gesu’ Kristu, ‘I-lben il-wahdieni”,
huwa Alla veru, kif dejjem emmnu I-insara sa
mill-ewwel Zmien u fkull 7mien ara Gw 1,1: 20,
28; 2 Pt LL; Fil 2.1 I; Lhud 1.8-9, u hafna u hafna
passi ohra).

% Ma jemmnux fl-ispiritwalita’ u l-immoralita’ tar-
ruh, kif jemmnu l-insara ta’ kull zmien u ta’ kul-
limkien u ta’ liema denominazzjoni huma. L-Eva-
ngelji jkellmuna fug “il-hajja ta’ dejem”; u ahna
fid-dawl tal-fidi tal-Qawmien ta’ Gesu’ mill-mewt

. nemmnu li'hu ghadu haj u i mieghu ghadhom
hauln dawk li ghexu u mletu fl -ghaqda mieghu.
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Ix-Xhieda ta’ Gehova ji¢hdu hafna punti ofira
tar-rivelazzjoni kristjana. Ma nistghux insemmu
kollox hawn minhabba n-nugqas ta’ spazju. Imma
min ma jemminx ir-rivelazzjoni shiha tal-Vangelu ta’
Gesu Kristu ma jistax jissejjah “Kristjan’ (nisrani).

TWEMMIN STRAMB

imbaghad, ix-Xhieda ta’ Gehova jemmnu hwej-
jeg ofra mahlugin minn mohfom jew milkmohh
shun tal-fundaturi taghhom.

* lzommu li Alla halaq il-bniedem fis-sena 4026
Q.K. u li d-dilluvju sar fis-sena 2472. X'ezattez-
za! Liema bniedem mohhu floku jasal biex jem-
men dan illum, wara studji ta’ xjenzjati kbar ta’
dawn l-afihar mitt sena,

li-veri Xhieda ta’ Gehova jkunu biss 144,000.
Huma biss jiksbu s-salvazzjoni shifia u jsaltnu
ma’ Kristu fil-glorja.

|

% Ohrajn, jekk ikunu nies ta’ rieda tajba, ikolthom
elf sena fis-saltna ta‘ Kristu u fuq l-art fhajja
tal-gisem bla mewt.

* Dawk kollha li ma jkunux inghagdu max-Xhieda
ta’ Gehova jigu ‘ annikilati”, jintemmu fix-xejn
darba ghal dejjem.

* L-organizazzjonijiet tal-bniedem — knejjes, sta-
1i, partiti politi¢i, ecé — koltha gejjin mix-xitan
u huma l-armata tieghu.

Demm ma jaghtux, langas jokk ikun mehtiog
biex isalvaw il-hajja ta’ xi membri l-akiar gha-
ziz talfamilja taghhom. U demm ma jiklux —
ghax dan kontra I-Bibbja"!

Dawn u xi punti ofira bhalhom jixhdu kemm
ghandhom twemmin stramb ix-Xhieda ta’ Gehova.

4

IL.-BIBBJA TAGHHOM

ix-Xhieda ta’ Gehova jippuzaw ta’ nies imdaw-
wilin i jithmu fil-Bibbja, u li jafu jifhmuha u jfissruha.
Li hieku hekk tassew, ma kinux jaslu biex iwarrbu
t-twemmin serju, li gej mir-rivelazzjoni tal-Bibbja,
u jhaddnu iwemmin stramb u ridikolu, 1i mhuwiex
gej mill-Bibbja, imma mill-mohh ta’ min haseb li se-
ta’ jipprova bil-Bibbja I-fantasiji ta’ mohhu.

Ix-Xhieda ta’ Gehova jigru bil-Bibbja f'idejhom,
imma I-Bibbja ma jifmuhiex, ghax negsin mill-istud-
ju u mittaghlim I-kotha tal-Bibbja, ma fistax tfis-
sirhom dejjem u f'kollox letteralment, kelma b’kel-
ma, kif jaghmlu tal-Gehova. Qabel tagbad u tfisser
trid l-ewwel taghraf x’inhi I-forma letterarja tal-Ktieb,
tifhem l-intenzjoni ta’ l-awtur li kitbu u tara sewwa
Ikkunsens ta’ kull test. Ix-Xhieda ta’ Gehova dan
kollu jinjorawh ghathekk waslu ghall-kondluzjoni-
jiet strambi u ridikoli tat-taghlim taghhom. Imba-
ghad ma jafdaw l-ebda tradizzjoni ofira tal-Bibbja
hlief dik taghhom biss. Din it-traduzzjoni li juzaw
huma (New World Translation of the Holy Scriptu-
res) hi maghmula minnhom u ghalihom; u hi magh-
mula kif toghgob lithom. Ezempju: San Gwann, kap
i, vers |, “In the beginning the Word was...and the
Word was a god”. Din traduzzjoni ma ssibha fl-eb-
da traduzzjoni ohra serja tal-Bibbja. Qieghda biss
fil-Bibbja “taghhom’. Ma jghidux, kif jittraduéi kul-
hadd, “the Word was God”, biex iwarrbu kliem li
juri car li Gesu' Kristu hu Alla veru.

Wicc IMB'WIE¢ MAGHHOM

Kif ghandek iggib ruhek max-Xhieda ta' Geho-
va, meta jigu fugek biex jippruvaw idawwruk magh-
hom?

1. Ittrattahom bir-rispett u -imhabba nisranija; hu-
ma wkoli bnedmin u fiutna.

2. [Tiddiskutix maghhom, aqtaghthom qasir u eh-
les minnhom; huma fitti, imprudenti u fanatici.

3. Jekkb’xi kliem jilhqu jdahhlulek xi dubju f'moh-
hok, tkellem malajr ma’ xi sacerdot jew ma min
jista jtik tifsira tajba tal-Bibbja.

4. Agra |-Bibbja kuljum, imma agraha fid-dawi tat-
taghlim tal-Knisja Mgaddsa biex bhala nisrani,
tkun taf sewwa cr-religjon tieghek u taghraf
twiegeb ghad-difficulta’ §i jagtimlulek.



ll-Gurat Basilju Grima

Benefattur tal-Kapuccini f Ghawdex

Fl-imghoddi kellna hafna nies Ghawdxin i
habbew il-knejjes. Habbewhom mhux bil-kliem im-
ma bii-fatti. Kellna kull klassi ta’ nies li, wrew din
il-vera mhabba. Min iqalieb qalb il-folji tal-grajja
ta’ artna kemm f'dawk tal-Knisja kif ukoll fdawh
socjali jsib bosta Ghawdxin li huwa ta’ ghajb kbir
ghalina i gatt ma fakkarnihom. Dawn [-Ghawdxin
Autna |i hadmu u hallew gidhom ghal uliedna li
jmissna hafna kburin bihom ghandhom jitfakkru
mhux biss fil-monumenti tal-bronz jew tar-rham im-
ma wkoll 1i kull tant tidher xi kitba dwarhom. Jekk
gisimhom miet, l-opri taghhom ghadhom hajjin. Hu-
ma sejha siekta biex ahna nfzkkruhom u nitheggu
biex nimxu fuqg l-ezempji sbieh u kbar taghthom.

Minn dawn in-nies ta’ qalb ghonja ta' dari,
se’rin nisiltu wiehed u naraw fid-daw!l tas-sewwa
kemm tassew il-Gurat Basilju Grima fiimkien ma’
Martu Natalizja kienu benefatturi tal-Knisja Ghaw-
dxija. Dawn mhux biss habbew il-knejjes imma,
wkoll lill-foqra. Ghalihom ma hemmx isbah u ikbar
mill-kelma ta’ Sidna Gesu’ Kristu fil-famuz diskors
tal-muntanja meta qal: “Henjin dawk li jhennu,
ghax huma jsibu I-hniena.”” (1)

IL-WASLA TAL-KAPUCCINI FGHAWDEX

“F’Settembru 1736 meta I-Isqof ta’ Malta Mons.
Fra Pawlu Altheran de Bussan, inzerta ged jagh-
mel il-Vista Pastorali tieghu f'dik il-Gzira, il-W.R.P.
Guzepp minn Bormla, li kien qed jahdem bla heda
biex jikseb ittwaqqif tal-mixtieqa Kustodja, u i
laghha [t wara kellu jkun l-ewwel Superjur, flsem
hutu l-patrijiet wera x-xewqa tieghu lill-imsemmi Is-
gof u talbu biex kif wagt li jkun hemm ghall-Vista,
jara kif jikshilhom xi post addattat ghalihom fejn
ikunu jistghu jibnu knisja u kunvent.” (2)

“Ma damx ma sab fost l-ofirajn tmien benefat-
turi generuzi Ghawdxin, li mhux biss taw somma
sabifa ta’ flus, imma weghduh ukoll i jibgghu
jghinuh sa l-ahhar, weghda li wettqu bil-qalb. Dawn
kienu l-Gurat Bazilju Grima u martu Natlizja; il-Ka-
nonku“Kan Piet Apap, il-Kanonku Frangisk Dalli,

Mill-Kan. Dun NIKOL VELLA APAP

Dun Salv Sejchel u Dun Mikielang Falzon Chetcuti,
li barra mill-kwota tieghu bhal ta’ l-ofirajn, ta’ wkoll
mitejn skud izjed, bena bi spejjes tieghu wahda
mill-kmamar tal-kunvent u halla disa’ skudi fis-sena
ghaz-ze;t tal-lampa tas-Sagrment.” (3)

BINI TAL-KUNVENT U L-KNISJA GDIDA

“Imhejji mill-imsemmi Fra Guzepp id-disinn tal-
Knisja u I-Kunvent, fis-17 ta’ Lulju 1737, il-jum ta’ I-
Erbgha, nizlet kapitolarment proéessjoni solenni
mill-knisja Koleggjata ghal Fomm il-Gir, u hawn
fost folol kbar ta’ nies u ferh liema bhalu tgieghdet
l-ewwel gebla talknisja I-gdida fl-anglu ta’ barra li
jhares lejn Marsaiforn.” (4)

“Il-kn’sia u I-Kunvent damu b’kollox jinbnew
13-il sena u fis-26 ta’ Gunju 1750 tpoggiet Il-afhar
gebla, ghalkemm fl-1740 f'parti mill-kunvent ga kie-
nu jogoghdu I-patrijiet. Kien izda fis-sena 1750
bhalma ghidna li I-kunvent u |-knisja tlestew minn
Yollox u nfethu sewwa ghall-pubbliku.” (5)

“Btifkira ta’ l-Arkitett Fra Guzepp mill-lsla u
tal-habrieka P. Guzepp minn Bormla kif ukoll tak
kbar Benefatturi Bazilju Grima u martu Natalizja Ii
hallsu I-bic¢a I-kbira mill-ispiza tal-kunvent u tal-
knisja, il-patrijiet gieghdu kwadru ta’ kull wiehed.
Barra minn hekk Baziliu Grima kien jahseb ta’ kull
jum ghal ghajxien tal-Patrijiet.” (6)

Nies bhal Gurat Bazilju Grima u Martu Nata-
lizja jibgghu deljem il-gleh ta' art twelldhom xem-
piu genwin ta’ l-imhabba lejn Alla u gharhom.

RFFFRENZ?I

. San Mattew Kap. 5. Vers 7.

2. Is-Santwarju tal-Madonna tal-Grazzia f'Ghawdex
fl-okkazzjoni ta’ Il-Inkoronazzjoni Solenni tal-
Kwadru Titulari.

3. L-istess.

4. L-Istess.

5. L-istess.

6. Listess.

—t



L-ISBAH “TRADE-MARKS”

Mahbubin Huti Frangiskani

Wiched mill-isbah titli li bih naghtu qima lil Frangisk Missiema, huwa, bla dubju, dak ta" KRISTU
IEHOR. Dan nghiduhulu minhabba x-xebh kbir li naraw bejnu u bein Sidna Gesu’ Krstu. Ittwelid tat-tnejn
gie mhabbar minn gabel: it-tnejn twieldu fmaxtura: it-tnein ghazlu hajja mill-izjed fqira, kollha talb u
tixrid talkelma t'Alla: it-tnejn hadu hsieb l-iz'ed nies abbandunati: t tnejn taw bidu gdid ghall-hajja tal-
poplu tAlla: Gesu’ ried jipperfezjona l-poplu t'‘Alla billi pperfezjonalu 1-ligh ta” Mose’ billi reggaghhilhom
ghall-bidu safi taghha fuq il-Muntanja Sinali: Frangisku ried jipperfezjona l-poplu t'Alla, billi pperfezjonala
Lligi ta’ Kristu u reggaghhilu ghall-bidu safi taghha kif harget minn fomm Gesu' u giet issigillata fuq il-
Kalvarju.

Gesu’ irrispetta s-Sinagoga u uzaha biex ghallem fiha lil-poplu t'Alla. San Frangisk, b'ubbidjenza ghall-
kelma ¥ Alla u waqt li rrispetta dejsem lill-Gerarkija tal-Knisja 1i biha Kristu ssostitwixxa s-Sinagoga, gedded
dil-Knisja skond dl-bidu safi taghha kif huwa deskritt fl-Evangelju, u mela ttempii, il -pjazez u t-toroq bil-
messagg salvifiku ta I-Imghallem taghna, Gesu’.

Hemm xebh milldizied kbir be'n Frangisku £Assisi u Gesu’ ta’ Nazaret.

Izda l-iktar xebh bejn Sidna Gesu’ u San Frangisk Missierna gieghed, zgur, fil-pjagi 1i t-tnejn kellom
fGisimhom. Bil-pjagi Tieghu, Gesu’ ssigilla l-verita’ i Huwa ghallem bhala l-verita’ divina fl-ikbar awtenzi-
ja taghha: bil-piagi tieghu, San Frangisk ikkonferma huwa li kien gieghed jghallem il-veria’ awtentika ta’
Gesu’ Kristu, biex ahna, uliedu, nemmnuha u nghixuha.

Wahda mill-ikbar veritajiet li ghandna nemmnu u nghixu mit-taghlim ta® Miissierna San Frangisk, bha-
la replika tat-taghlim ta” Sidna Gesu’ Kristu, hija dik li ahna wkoll ghandna nac¢éettaw il-piagi li s-slaleb inis-
shu fina tul hajiitna. Is-salib jaghmilna veri dixxipli ta’Kristu (San Mattew, 10,38). Il-pjagi 1i inissel fina huma
t TRADE MARKS li ahna veri Frangiskand Nsara-Dixxipli ta” Gesu'.

mentali u sentimentali/affettiva/emozjonali: hemm bzonn li nhobbuhom u NIFIRHU bihom, bhala dawk
l-elementi 1i jiffurmaw l<identity-card ta¢-¢ittadinanza Kristjana-Frangiskana, li fil-hin tal-glorja tant niftah-
ru biha.

Inharsu spiss léin Gesu” Msallab u lejn San Frangisk ippjagat bhal Gesu” u nemmnu li minghajr pjagi o’
ahniex den’i i nknnu dixxipli taghhom. Infobbu l-pfagi u nifirhu bihom. Paéi u Gid 1i kuthadd.

Patri Feli¢jan Bilocca, Kapp., -
Assist. Prov. O.FS.



Kumment tar-Regula ta’

I-Ordni Frangiskan Sekulari

Ahwa ma’

Test:- “Is-sens ta’ fraternita’ jaghmilhom kuntenti Ii
jithalltu mal-bnedmin kollha, spe¢jalment ma’ l-izjed
ckejknin, li ghalthom ghandhom jisfurzaw li joholqu
kondizjonijiet ta” hajja 1 jixirqu lll- hlejaq mifdija
minn Kristu” (San Mattew,25,40).

BRIFLESSJONIJIET: -

1. Huwa veru li s-sens ta’ fraternita’ li jwassalna
biex nithalltu mal-bnedmin kollha, jaghmilna kuntenti?
Ghall-ewwel nahsbu Iil le, jew almenu niddubitaw :
ghaliex naraw tant bnedmin hziena, kattivi, imhassra
bil-vizzji fizikament u moralment, antipati¢i, donnhom
maghgunin biex jaghmlu d-deni u mhux il-gid. X’sens
ta’ kuntentizza jistghu inisslu fina bnedmin bhal dawn?

Izda meta nirriflettu dagxejn, ghandna nindunaw
li it-tahlit imsemmi jaghmilna, mhux ma jaghmilniex
kuntenti. Ghaliex Alla stess halagna biex nithalltu mal-
bnedmin, halagna “esseri sodjali”. Harsu lejn dawk I
jghixu maqtghuhlin ghalithom, hafna drabi anki giod-
dar stess: dawn qatt ma jkunu tasscw kuntenti: ak-
tarx ikunu monotomd, pessimisti, jaraw kollox ikrah,
dejiem bahbarijiet hziena, anqas jafu jifirhu bis-sabieh,
b’dak i hu tajjeb.

Izjed ma nithalltu, izjed “nesternaw” izied no-
horgu lilna nfusna: inserhu mohhna: inserhu galbna
u l-emozzjonijiet i jkunu jridu fjagtghuna minn kul-
hadd : ukoll jekk dak il-hin il-ferh ma nhossuhx, izda
wara nhossuh, ghaliex inkunu zvujtajna l-istonku mis-
shab tas swied il qalb Ii jkunu mgeghma fih. Tkellem,

I- Imwarrbin

tbissem, irrakkonta xi haga, thossok hfift, nehhejt xi
piz minn go fik,

Dan nghiduh wisq izjed, meta kliemna jkun kollu
sabih u fih sugu mit-taghlim tajjeb li jkollna xnaghtu
1il haddiehor. Inferrhu u nifirhu,

2. Izjed nifirhu, u nifirhu hafna, meta nfittxu i
nferrhu lill-mormijin, mill-imwarrbin, ghax morda,
ghax fqar ,ghax ghandhom natural hazin li jbieghed il
kulhadd minnhom... Meta nfittxu lil dawn u bl-ikbar
imhabba soprannaturali naghmlu minn kollox, biex
nerfghulhom il-moral taghhom, halli nuruhom li hemm
(ahna) min jaghti kazhom u jimexxilna b’hekk inferr-
huhom xi ftit, ibgghu Zguri li nhossuna li ghamilna
opra kbira u nhossuna spiritwalment ferhanin tar-rebha
Ti nkunu ghamilna.

Lil dawn l-imwarrbin ghandna ghalhekk l-izjed li
ntittxu. Dawk li ga ghandhom min iismaghhom u
jkompli maghhom, m’ghandhomx bzonna: inkunu lus-
su ghalihom. Ghandna nkunu ta’ kumpanija, ta’ ser-
vizz, ta’ ghajnuna, ta’ ferh, ta’ farag, ta’ rispett u ta’ ve-
ra kumpanifa u hbiberija ma’ dawk I Lizied ghand-
hom bzonnha, kif ghallimmna naghmlu Gesw’, meta
qalilna li naghtu ikel, kliem, e¢¢, 1il min ghandu bzonn-
hom u ma jkollux mnejn ipattilna, mhux J}il min
m’ghandux bzonnhom u jpattihomlna lura (San Lugqa,
13, 20-30).

HOME-WORK — Infittxu nies abbandunati, izolati,
imwarrbin u naraw kif nithabbu maghhom ghall-ahjar
gid taghhom. Gesu’ ipattihulna tajjeb billi jfittex lilna
ru u jghinma fil-bzonnijlel taghna.



IL-PAGNA TAL-MISSJONI U L-MISSJUNARJI

HABARI GAN

|X’Ghandna?, Kif Inti?]

Children die while many other people

by Sv. Monica Prendergast, M.M.M.

(There is sufficient food in the world for
all God’s children. The problem is one of
sharing and distribution since some areas
are more blessed than others. The UN ur-
ged such areas to share on towards 1% of
their GNP with those in need. Few count-
ries have done so. The results are vividly
portrayed by Sr. Monica of the Medical Mis
sionaries of Mary as she thought one night
about the scene she had seen that day at
Kitovu Mission Hospital in Uganda. - Ed.)

Lord, | feel sad tonight. | lift up to you that
poor mother | saw today: comfort her bro-
ken heart and, O Lord, comfort all mothers
who mourn, but especially Ugandan mo-
thers whose children die of hunger. For, O
Lord, | do not think you meant your little
ones to feel the pangs of hunger... What
has gone wrong with your fair world? You
never meant so few of your people to pos-
sess so much, while small children starve.

The grief of that mother haunts me, she
walked many weary miles under the tropi-
cal sun to bring her child to us. | remember
his thin, emaciated body and his sick little
eyes... He did improve with care and the
worry left her face. What love she lavished
on her little onc'

But today he suddenly died. Malnutrition
had lowered his resistance. And, O Lord,
what grief | saw: | felt silent and helpless. ..
she was one of your very pootr.

And | saw Calvary re-enacted on that
grassy hill outside our hospital. For, as
your broken Body was wrapped in linen
clothes, before the eyes of your Mother, so
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are overfed

now they took this little body and tenderly
wrapped it in bark cloth and expertly and
reverently the father secured it with bam-
boo sticks on the carrier of a bicycle... a
borrowed bicycle — and was not your
tomb borrowed t00? | clasped the mothers
hand in silent sympathy and she said: ‘Wee-
bale Nnyo” “Thank you sister, for being
kind to my little son.”

With dignity she walked ahead as they
began the long journey home. And in my
mind | walked with her, | felt restless and
deeply concerned. concerned that children
must die while so many are overfed. Lord,
| pray for your world, this beautiful world
\lI)VhOIS!e abundance was meant to be shared

y all.

Rise up again “doers of the word,” who
will challenge the rich nations to distribute
your bread to the hungry multitude. Take
away hunger, give us the “New Earth.”

It is easy to read about starving people,
to ook at those thin bodies oh TV; so easy
to say: ‘“‘Let us pray for the hungry”.

But as St. James said so well: “Can faith
without works save you? No, it is a dead
faith.” We can so easily be irrelevant in to-
day’s society if we do not enter deeply into
the lives of the oppressd.



PELLEGRINAGG KULL

NHAR TA’

Fil-parro¢éa ta’ Rudru, 1i hi ferm kbira u fiha
tmien villaggi mbeghdin u mdaqgsin, minbarra villag-
gi ohraln zghar bejniethom  hemm kumitati tal knisia
tkull villagg. I-President ta’ kull kumitat imbaghad
hu membra tal-Kunsill parrokkjali, 1i hu ferm attiv u
effi¢jenti. Ghal-laqghat importanti kull president tar-
rahal jigi ma’ zewg membri ohra: bhekk il Kunsill
Parrokkjali #sta’ jkollu anki iktar minn mitt mexxe.

Wara laqgha li fiha hadu sehem 120 mexxej gie
deciz W l-villaggi I-kbar jigu magsumin fvillaggi zghar,
u kull villagg jinghata Hadd li fih linsara jkunu ris-
ponsabbli mil-liturgija fil-knis‘a parrokkjali. Dan kien
success kbir,

Hekk kit villagg isir jaf bid data tieghu, dlonk 1-
insara jibdew uippjanaw flimkien biex il-Ffadd tagh-
hom ikun sucéess. Allura jaghzlu l-ahiar garrejja tal-
villagg u l-ahjar tfal u jibaghtuhom fil-parro¢éa (gieli
minn 10 km ’il boghod) biex jghallmu jagraw fil-pub-
bliku u jservu l-quddiesa. Fil-villagg ptghal]mu izjed
kant religjuz u jigbru flus u oggetti ta’ l.ikel ghall-
foqra.

Is Sibt, lejlet il-Jum stabbilit, jigu biex jahslu 1-
knism, firrangaw dl-bankijiet u jzenu lknisja kif jid-
hrithom huma. Wara siru l-provi ta’ X ghandhom jagh-
mlu fil-quddies.

Il Hadd mas-sebgha ta’ fil-ghodu jibdew jasly,
min bil-mixi u min b'mezzi ohra, skond ’il boghod i
jkunu gejiin minnu. Tara bosta wéuh godda. Xi whud
ma jkunu qatt raw il-knisja parrokkjali. Xjuh bil-wic¢
tiptkament ferhan taghhom u tfal figru u jagbzu. Xa-
lata? Pellegrinagg?

Frhgha minnhom jilbsu faxxa kahla u ‘sibu posthom
mal-bibien dawn huma 1-“usherers”, Xi nisa fjintasbu
Ppostijiet ohra lesti ghat tfal li jaghmlu ldstorbju. II-
villagg siehu hsieb ukoll il-qari u s-servizz fiz-Zewg
quddisiet, u 1-kant mill-bidu sat-tmiem.

Wagqt 1 offerti sitta min-nies jaghmlu l-gbir tal-
flus; imbaghad jinghagdu ma’ shabhom, imorru fis-sag-
risti‘a, hdein il-bieb ta’ barra, u jidhlu b’kant ferrieh
igorru Mlus, qamhirram. fazola, dqieq, patata, zokkor
u elf haga ohra. Dan l-ikel jinghata ghall-foqra.

Kif naslu ghall-paci, allura tnax-il membru minn
dak ir-rahal ‘ersqu lejn l-artal biex jichdu Il-paéi u

HADD

FRANS BALDACCHINO, kapuccin

jmorru jixterdu mal-knis;a kollha jaghtu l-paéi lil kul-

hadd.

Hu dover taghhom ilkoll li jmexxu t-talba tal-fidi-
li, jaghmlu l-avvizi u jaghmlu xi ghir spe¢iali li jsir u

sghoddu 1-gabra.

Din is-sistema tat hajja gdida u hegga liema bhal-
ha I'll insara. Bosta huma dawk li resqu lejn is Sagra-
menti wara Zmien twil. Hafna huma I-Protestanti i
jigu mal-Kattoli¢i fil-Jum taghhom u mbaghad jibyghu
jigu. Terga’ l-preparazzjoni ghal dan il-Jum dggaghal-
hom ‘iiltagghu flimkien bosta drabi u tghagqadhom
dejjem iZ'ed. Barra minn hekk fil-parroééa hemm hajja
u varjeta’ kbira.

Sistema chra li bdeit din is sena u gqeghda tagbad
sewwa hija dik taz-zwigijiet. Bosta huma dawk li jix-
tiequ jizzewgu, imma billi huma foqra, jibzghu mill is-
pej‘ez. Tieg bil-pranzu iista” jqumilhom mal- £50, jigi-
fieri paga ta’ xi 3 xhur!

Din is-sena bdejt indarrihom jiehdu t-tieg bhala
festa tar-rahal kollu u mhux ta’ I-ghara*ies wehidhom.

Allura l-kumitat tar-rahal ihejji I-gharajjes: tagh-
lim, pariri, kunsens tal-genituri taghhom, ftehim dwar
il-hlas tad-dota. Il-kumitat jigbor flus u ikel mill-insara
kol'ha, ‘ibni inda kbira, tahseb ghattransport u I-libsa
ta’ l-gharusa (minn ghandﬂ) jahsel u jzejjen il-knisja,
qari, servizz, u elf haga ohra.

Diga’ ghamilna zewg tigiiiet hekk u ged inheiji
villagg iehor ghal zewg tigijiet flimkien, koppja zghira
u koppja (2 siltin sena.

II ferh dejjem kicn kbir; l-intercss fiz-zwicg kiber
ukoll, u l-ghagda u I-kooperazzioni kienet xi haga 1i
gatt ma ssopponejthom. .

Billi hi I-festa ta’ kulhadd, allura kemm tfal, kemu..
zghazagh u kemm xjuh kulhadd jiehu sehem Fkull
sens u kulhadd jifrah.

Fis-7 ta’ Novembru habat 1i P. Silvestru Bonavia
kien ghandi u hadtu ghat-tieg. Bhall-ohrajn kollha ha
sehem maghna u I-gharusa taghtu bi¢éa bigilla (cake?)
fhalqu. Imma wara kiel ir-ross u t-tigieg !



minn
SILVESTRU
BONAVIA,

kapuééin
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1 Kien ix-xahar ta’ Settembru (29 sena ilu) meta
bdejt nghix il hajja religjuza tieghi. Kull sena li ghad-
diet — bejn snin ta’ formazzoni tal-bidu snin ta’
studji u talb, bejn l-esperjenza tal-hajja u IMcuntatti ma’
tant ohrain l-aktar fl-apostolat — deherli 1i fhimt xi
ftit aktar din il-Vokazzioni kbira.

Diln is sena fl irtir tal-fraternita’ taghna, min ip-
priedka l-irtir ipprova jorjentana fuq il-kapithi 9, 10 u
11 tal-Vangelju skond San Mark u fihom ried jurina xi
jfisser timxi wara Gesu’. Ftit ilu kelli ¢ans ta” hamest
i7iem wahdi u kompleit hsibt fuq dak li kont smajt u i
l-aktar kien lagatni. Bi grazzja. imbaghad, dan l-ahhar
gie flidejja ktieb li jispjega b'mod ¢ar u shih kif il-Vot
tal Kastita’ taghna u 1 hafa ta’ Verginita’ ghal Kristn
hi KARITA'. IMHABBA. F'pagna tassew sabiha 1-aw-
tur ta’ dan il-ktieb jipprova jaghti definizzjoni tal-hajja
ta’ kastta’ shiha ghal Kristu b’dawn il-kelmiet :

Jehtigilna issa nieqfu nirriflettu fuq il-hafia ta” ver-
giita’ fiha nnifisha hekk kif jesperimentaha n nisrani
li réieva s-sejha li jghixha b'riferenza ghal Gesu’ nnifsu,
ghal Ommu Marfija u ghall-Knisja. Nistghu ghalhekk
nazhtu din id-definizzioni —

[I-Verginita’ hi'a wahda mill-modi tal-eZistenza tal-
imghammed; tikkonsistil filli twettaq, bil-grazzja £Alla,
polarizazzjoni hekk kbira ta’ dak kollu li ahna ghal
Gesu’ Rxuxat, ghall-imhabba tieghu fuq kollox, u ghall-
qadi fis-Saltna tieghu li tnissel fina ¢ahda ghall-valuri
proprii tal-imhabba bein il-miZzzewgin u tat tnissil
skond il gisem. Dan firid ikun it-thabbir tal-qawwa tal-
Ispirtu tAlla fid dghufija tal-gisem tal-bniedem. Thab-
bir ukoll tal-kwalita’ assoluta u definittiva tal-haj‘a
umana ‘divinfizzaa’ skond I-Ispirtu quddiem dl-kwalita-
jiet relattivi u 1i jghaddu tal hajja tal bniedem sempli-
¢ement tal-art.

Minn dan il-paragrafu ejiew nohorgu ftit konkluz'o-
nijiet prattidi u utli ghal hajjitna.

2. Ilhaja taghna ta’ konsagrazzjoni '1 Alla mhix
biss stat guridiku estern, approvat u milqugh mill-
Knisja. Hi hekk ukoll; izda aktar minn dan hu stat ta’
hajia (mohh u galb), ta” 1 imhabba taghna u ta’ ldspirtu
taghna; dak kollu li ahna: is-sess, il-gisem, il-qalb, ir-
ruh... KOLLOX indirizzat ghal Kristu Rxuxtat, L-in-
tegrita’ tal gisem mhix hlilef is-sinjal, il-kitba fgisimna,
tal<integrita’ tal-qalb u ta’ 1-ispirtu. Hekku x-xbiha tan-
nisrani li “mhux magsum” ghax irid ikun “qaddis fil-
gisem u [ir ruh” kif Yighallem San Pawl (I Kor 7, 34-
35)

3. Dawk li huma msethin ghal din il-Konsagrazz-
joni ta’ hajjithom kollha ghal Gesu” u li jwiegbu fedel-
ment ghalih_ dsibu fi Kristu dak li JGHAQQAD haj-
jithom kollha. Ghalihom Gesu” ikun dak li ma ‘halli
EBDA QSIM fl-ebda aspett ta” haffithom ghax il-hajja
kollha fl aspetti kollha tkun INTEGRATA biss fiH.

4. Tlhaja taghna fkastita’ shiha konsagrata 1 Alla
hia wiehed mill-modi li bihom jista’ jesprimi rubu kull
imghammed. Il-modi l-ohrajn kollha huma tajbin, hu-
ma modi 1 ‘wasslu ghal Kristu u 1i jghinu lin-nisrani
ighix fih ’il Kristu. Kollha huma toroq ta” qdusija, kif
ighallem il-Kon¢ilju Vatikan it-Tieni.

Izda min hu msejjah b’'mod specjali biex ighix din



il-Konsagrazzjoni, jithem 1i ghandu responsabbilta’
akbar :

a) Ghax jifhem li bhiltu biss gatt ma kien jasal
biex iwllegeb ghal din 1s-setha Il tmur hekk profonda-
ment kontra l-istess natura tal-bniedem. Ghalhekk ma
jistax ikun hemm kastita’ vera, verginita’ totali, jekk
ma thunx imsiehba minn UMILTA’ tassew. L-ezem-
pju u I-mudell huma MARIJA : il-Vergni l-aktar umli.
Marija tidher ¢ara quddiemna biex nifhmu dan ahjar.

b) Min iwiegeb ghal din il-Konsagrazzjoni shiha i}
Gesu’ ghandu responsabbilta’ kbira — ta’ ghainuna u
servizz — anke lilkistess mizzewgin, Irridu nuru, dej-
jem mghejunin bil-grazzja £ Alla, lil dawn hutna li fit-
triq evangelika taghhom huwa possibbli wkoll I
jghixu kif iixraq. L-ezempju ta’ dawk li jghixu fil-kas-
tita’ fi stat ta’ hajja konsagrata ghandu jkun SEJHA u
KURAGG biex ikunu dejjem fidili u generuzi. Hadd
ma ghandu jahseb li t-tfixkil jinsab biss ghal min hu
msejjah biex jghix il-konsagrazzjoni fkastita’ perfetta!
Anzi! Dawn iridu juru lil huthom insara mizzewgin
il-veri valuri tal imhabba ta’ bejniethom u l-imhabba
ghal xulxin.

5. li-ha‘ja ta’ Verginita’ fkastita’ shiha hi

— polarizazzjoni
— ta’ dak kollu lii ahna
— ghal Gesu’ Kristu Rxuxtat.

a) POLARIZAZZJONI — din il-kelma turi tassew
X'inhi hajjitna. Hija aktar minn orjentazzjoni, minn in-
dirizz... hil bhal atomu 1i madwaru iduru l-protoni
b’energlia u attrazzjoni enormi... kollox iééentrat u
migbud lejn u ghal haga wahda biss. Biex wiehed jis-
pjega wkoll xX’inhi din il-polarizazzjoni bizzeijed nieh-
du l-ezempiu ta’ x'qed jigri fil-hajja maltiia lum. Qegh-
din fsitwazzjoni fejn kollox ged jigi interpretat, spje-
gat, meqjus skond il-hsieb politiku ta’ min ikun: ghax
kollox hu polarizzat ghal haga wahda. Kull ma wiehed
jghid, jitkellem, jahseb, jiggudika u jaghmel... kollox
gl gudikat skond il-mentalita’ politika & min jiggu-
dikak... Hi hasra 1 wasalna sa hawn. Izda dan il-mod
ta’ hsieb u azzjoni hu ezempiu mill-aktar ¢ar ta’ pola-
riizazzjoni.

Minn dan mifhmu xi ftit abjar xi jfisser il-fatt 1i
meta ahna naghmlu 1-Vot tal-Kastita’ fhajja konsagra-
ta, DAK KOLLU LI AHNA, iigifieri hajjitna kollha fl-
aspettll kollha taghha ikunu polarizzati ghal Kristu
Rxuxtat; kollox fina irid ikun dirett lejn Kristu, minnu
BISS tiehu tifsira u spjega, fih biss hajjitna u eghmil-
na kollu jsibu l-milia taghhom.

U hawn hu mument specjali ta’ grazzja! Kieka kull
tant nieqfu ftit, l-iktar fil-prezenza stess ta’ Gesu

(forsi quddiem it-Tabernaklu stess jew quddiem il-
Kuré¢ifiss) u nezaminaw ftit birreqqa (bl-imhabba ge-
neruza) kemm, u jekk, hajiitna kollha, imhabbitna koll-
ha, eghmilna, l-apostolat, ir-relazzjonijiet ma’ l-ohrajn
... hajiitna fil-pubbliku u, iktar, fiis-skiet, fil-hemda,
wehidna, l-attivita’ taghna, il-qari taghna, l-uzu kollu
tal-hin taghna, anke r rikreazzjoni, il-gosti taghna...
naraw kemm dan kollu hu dirett BISS, FFKOLLOX,
lejn Gesu’ li hu u ghandu jkun u jibqa’ ¢-CENTRU ta’
hajitna konsagrata...

b). It-Tieni punt li tajjeb inzidu nahsbu fuqu hu
dan: Kemm din il-polarizazzjoni ta’ hajjitna ghal Gesu’
qed isservil ta” QADI FIS-SALTNA TIEGHU.

Id-Dokument fuq il-Haija Religjuza tal-Konéilju Va-
tikan it-Tieni jispjega tajjeb kif dawk kollha li jghixu
thajia konsagrata jaghmlu dan biex waqt li qalbhom
tkun aktar hielsa, fl-istess waqt tinxteghel aktar bl-
imhabba lejn Alla u le'n il-bnedmin kollha... Hekk ma-
lajr jinghataw ghas-servizz divin u ghall-eghmejjel ta’
apostolat (ara par. 12 “Perfectae Caritatis”).

Hekku d-dmir u r-responsabbilta’ li jaqghu fuq min,
ghax imsejjeh Gwiegeb ghal din is-sejha ta’ Gesu’: im-
habba shiha ghal Kristu biex, hielsa minn kull irbit,
niddedikaw lilna nfusna kollna kemm ahna ghall-qadi
fis-Saltna, bkull forma ta’ apostolat skond is-sejha i
HU jqeghedna fiha...

Minn hawn johrog, ghalhekk, i rridu wkoll kull tant
nieqfu u ngharblu ftit jekk il-hidmiet varji li nwettqu
fl-isem ta’ l-apostolat humflex tassew espressjoni tal-
qalb hielsa taghna, jekk humiex wirja tal-imhabba
shiha taghna ghal Kristu u fi Kristu ghal kulhadd ghax
fkulhadd naraw lil Kristu.

6. Hemm wisq u wisq aktar fuq hiex wiehed jista’
jahseb u jitlob fuq dan id-DON KBIR tas-Setha u I-
Konsagrazzjoni shiha ghal Gesu’: izda Hum nixtieq
naghlaq b'din in-nota: b’hajjitna konsagrata fi stat ta’
hajia ta’ Vergnita’ / Kastita’ shiha ahna nhabbru I
qawwa tal-Ispirtu £ Alla  fid-dghufije tal-gisem tal-
briedem.

L esperjenza tghallimna kemm ahna bnedmin
dghajfa .. dghajfa wisq! L-istess qaddisin hassewhom
hekk ukoll; anke dawk li wisq aktar minn ohrajn kienu
washu fi grad gholi ta” intimita” ma’ Kristu. Bizzeijed
insemmu lil San Frangisk li darba kellu jinxtehet galb
ix-xewk biex jghakkes ftit lilu nnifsu halli titbieghed
minnu tentazzjoni qawwija! L-istess jinghad minn
San Pawl!

Ahna wkoll mcta nhossuna fragli  dghajfa u bla
sahha, niftakru 1i ahna wkoll, li nghixu b’dan il-Vot,
irridu nhabbru l-qawwa tal-Ispirtu t'Alla fid dghufifa
tal gisem taghna! HU Alla Qawwi, Alla Qaddis, Alla
Setghan li jista’ u jrid jghinni, 1i jrid jidher jirbah, Ui
rid jidher jahdem bid-dghufija tieghu. Meta jkollna
atteggjament ta’ umilta’ bhal din — imsiehba sincera-
ment mal-mezzi li imxu maghha — jigifieri fuq kollox
li nwarrbu kull pruzunzjoni, li naghrfu noqoghdu 1
boghod minn kull tfixkil, u nuzaw dejjem kull mezz
tajeb, allura nkunu sguri i Alla li jhobbnatant w li
irid 1i “dan it tezor qieghed ghandna fgarar tal-fuh-
har, halli b’hekk jidher sewwa li 1-kobor ta’” din il-qaw-
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wa gej minn Aila, u mhux minna” (2 Kor 4, 7)... ITu
ma jongosna qatt mill-ghajnuna li nkunu nehtiegu. ..
U meta dan id-don jittappan, jixxellef jew jinkiser,
ikun HU wkoll li jghinna u jerga’ jgibu bhal ma kien
qabel, anzi jgibu ishah minn gabel... Hajitna, ghal-
kemm fragli u dghajfa ssir “divinizzata” bil gawwa
tieghU u bl-Ispirtu li jsawwab fina.
FL-AHHARNETTH

I-Verginita’ / Kastita’ hi don kbir ta” mhabba. T'ib-
da bi djaloga ma’ Gesu’ Imhabba li jsefjah, titkompla u
titwettaq fdan id-djalogu... tul hajjitna kollha. Hekku
ghaliex biex wiched jew wahda iilbgghu shah sa l-ah-
har ma jistghu QATT iwarrbu minnhom il-veru talb
(DJALOGU MA” ALLA LI JHOBBNA); ghax b’hckk
tikber l-intimita’ ma’ Gesu’, u b’hekk tissahhah kuljum
ir-rabta u l-ghaqda taghna mieghu, mal-Knisja u mal-
bnedmin.

Meta jitfacca t-tfixkil meta tigi krizi... U fug min
ma jigux dawn? U fliema stat ta’ ha'ja ma jfiggux
dawn?  Meta jigu ma nallarmawx ruhna zzejjed.
MA NAQTGHUX QALBNA. Nitolbu aktar, nezerci-
taw ruhna fmortifikazzjoni shiha taghma nfusna.

Malli nfntebhu b’xi haga jew xi persuna li iistghu
jkunu ta” tfixkil, naraw x’ghandna naghmlu. Ma nhal-
lux il fantasija, li fdan il-kaz issir qaddejja tassew
mignuna, tixghel, u ggenninna maghha! Tnwarrbu
malajr dak kollu Ii nagharfu li hu tfixkil... Min ‘itlob
tassew u ‘aghmel atti anke esterni ta’ penitenza, u jil-
ga’ mill-ewwel ghat-tfixkil zgur jibqa” fidil sa l-ahhar.

Fuq kollox niftakru Ii Kristu li jhobbna tant u jaghti
haitu kollha ghalina JIXRAQLU wisq aktar minn
helck. minn dak Ii ged naghmlu. Meta nkunu aktar
konxii 1i mhabbitna shiha hi GHAL GESU’, I-Then ta’
Alla, Alla-Bniedem, dan jaghmlilna aktar kuragg biex
inkomplu shah u bla qatt ma naqgtghu galbna.

Fuq kollox Fhaga bhal din, wisq aktar forsi milli
Faffariiet ohra, nehtiegn fedelta’ shiha fid direzzjoni
spiritwali Bil ghajnun a ta’ min hu ak+ar espert minna,
u ta’ min imexx‘na fisem Kristu, zgur nibqghu nghoz-
zn bi mhabba u bil-ferh dan id-DON KBIR u nghixuh.

1) MULE], ma nixba gatt infennilek GRAZZI
mill-qalb ghal din is-sejha li taitni u li fost tant tfiskil,
qalb tant ahwid, zammejtni sallum fil-qadi tieghek,
tal-Knisja u ta’ huti bnedmin.

Grazzi wkoll ma nehda qatt inghidlek ghall-ferh li
tajtni tul dawn is-snin kollha u fuq kollox meta inti
dehert 1i rtirait xi ftit; £dan iz-zmien inti xorta bqajt
toghasses sewwa fuqi, tghinni u tharisni hiex ma nfittex
qgatt il-ferh tieghi band’ohra; izda biss fi*". Grazzi li
ghintni nilqa’ 1-ghainuna 1i offrejtli.

Grazzi wkoll, Mulej, ta’ dak kollu 1 ridt tkompli tul
dawn is snin permezz tad-dghutija tieghi. Nat i mhux
kollox kien kif ridt int; imma naf ukoll Ii int dejjem
taghder din in-nugqas ta’ hila 1i bih jien maghgun.

2) Ghalhekk, mill-qalb ukoll, Mulej, NITOT.BOK
mahfra u moghdrija. Taf li meta nqastek, kollox kien
gej minn dan in-nuqqas ta’ hila. Taf li gatt ma ridt in-
warrbek, qatt ma ridt inwarrab minnek, gatt nia ridt
nitbieghed minnek “il-ghajn tal-Hajja”.

3) Nixtieq nitolbok hafna ghal dawk ix zghazagh
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li fdawn il<jiem ser jibdew aktar mill-grib jimxu wa-
rajK... Nixtieq nirrikmandalek diversi li naf li Itqgajt
maghhom. Taf li huma mganglin minn  generozita’
kbira biex iservuk fhajja konsagrata: vhud flstituti
Sekulari, ohra‘n fhajfa religjuza u ohrajn anke fFhajja
kontemplttiva. Kabbar, Mulej, il-generozita’ taghhom
tul is-snin li gejjin biex ma jonqoshomx il-kuragg, u 1-
fedelta” taghhom ma tigi qgatt niegsa. Hekk jibqghu
huma wkoll deffem mix,in warajK.

4) Fl-istess waqt nitolbok hafna ghal dawk 1i iThom
snin fis-sejha tieghek, jagduk, u llum ghajjew  tixklu,
u jidhrilhom 1i trigthom hifa ohra; aghtihom, Mulej,
kull ghajnuna 1i um jehtiegu.

3) Nitolbuk ukoll, Mulej, ghalina biex fi trigtna
wara;K infittxu kulivm i nikbru fil-ghagda, fir-rabta.
fl intimita’ taghna mieghek. Nixtiequ nkunn “bhal
fergha fid-dielja’ kif tixtieqna inti stess. Ghallimua nif-
bmu li jekk irridu nirbhu t-tfixkil li jheddidna, irridu
nkunu maghqudin mieghek ghax wehidna zgur ma
naslux.

Ghallimna nghozzu l-hajia ta talb, il-kontemplazz-
‘oni ta’ mhabbtck waqt it-talb, napprezzaw wisq aktar
il-Quddiesa u -Ewkaristija ta’ kuljum fejn inti gged-
ded l-ghotja tieghek lilna, waqt 1i lilna taghtina ¢-¢ans
ingeddu l-ghaqda taghna mieghek, jum akbar minn
dak ta’ qablu.

Kun int il-qawwa, il-ferh taghna 1i jmexxina kull
jum ghal hegga dejjem akbar fil-ghotja taghna fkull
forma ta’ apostolat.

Ghinna nwarrbu MILL-EWWEL kull xorta ta’ tfix-
kil li jista” ibighedna minnek. Ma nhallu qatt il-funta-
sija u l-immaginazzjoni taghna jigru bina ’l1 boghod
minnek. Aghtina I-qawwa biex dan kollu nwarrbuh
mill-ewwel, mill-ewwel.

Nixtiequ nifhmu 1i inti habbejtna tant, 1i ta‘tna lilek
innifsek kollok kemm inti, jixraglek imhabba, genero-
zita’ u ferh minn ghandna wisq akbar milli qed nagh-
tuk. .. nippruvaw kull jum inhobbuk aktar, naghtuk
aktar...

6) Kabbar il-ferh fina lkoll; il-ferh fil-komunitajiet
taghna  il-hsieb ghal xulxin tassew, nghinu tassew 1il
xulxin fkollox; insahhu ambjent isbah. Dan konvinti li
jighinna hafna.

MARIJA, OMM TIEGHEK O GESU’, U OMMNA
MUDELL TA’ KULL HAJJA KONSAGRAT.\, TKUN
GHALINA QAWW U GHAJNUNA. HIJA TIDHOL
GHALINA LKOLL U GHAL DAWK LI JOFFRU-
LEK HAJJITHOM KOLLHA. GHAT TALB TAGH
HA INTI ZGUR TISMAGHNA. Amen.

£



[L-MARTRI FRANGISKANI

1AR

Fost tant numeruzi tar-Rivoluzzjoni Fran-
Ciza, ebda wiehed ma gie kanonizzat. Il-
Papa Piju XI pero, iddikjara 191 Beatu fis-
17 ta’ Ottubru 1926, fid-19 ta’ Gunju, 1955,
Benedittu XV kien ibbeatifika |-ohra fI-1920.

Fost dawn il-215 Beati martri tar-Rivoluz-
joni Franéiza, il-Frangiskani huma hamsa.

BEATU GANN FRANGISK BURTE tal-
Minuri Konventwali. Dan twiehed fil-21 ta’
Guniju, 1740, u dahal mal-konventwali (li
dik il-habta kellhom fi Franza 28C kunvent)
gewwa Naney fl-1756. Lahaqg imbaghad
gwardjan tal-kunvent ta’ Parigi imwagqqgaf
mid-dixxipli ta’ San Frangisk. Fra Pacifico
imsejjah “Re tal-versi” fil-1217. Hawn kien
ighix San Bonaventura, Giovanni Duns
Scotu, Allessandru ta’ Haies u ghorrief
Frangiskani ohira tas-Seklu Xlii. Patri Burte
kien ukoll il-predikatur tal-familja Rjali
Franciza. Miet martri ma hatria chrajn fil-
kunvent tal-Karmelitani (uZzat bhala habs)
magtul bil-giljottina fit-2 ta’" cettembru,
1792. Gie beatifikat minn Piju X! fil-1926.

BEATU APOLLINAR MOREL MINN PO-
SAT tal-Minuri Kappucini. Imwieled fl-Isviz-
zera fil-1739, dahal Kapuccin fit-1762 Ken
professur tat-teologija i I-fitosofija fi Frib-
owa imma fil-1788 mar ighatiem Parigi. Miet
martri fl-istess post u fl-istess jum mal-
Beato Burte, u gie beatifikat mieghu. Hu I-
uniku Beatu Frangiskan Svizzeru.

RIVOLUZZJONI FRANCIZA

Sac¢. JOSEPH GRECH CREMONA
membru fl-O.F.S.

BEATU SEVERIN GIRAULT tat-Terz'Ordni
Regolari. Anki dan ii-martri li kien sacerdot
Terzjarju regolari, jigifieri religjuz, miet mal-
Beatu Burte u mal-Beatu Apollinar fil-kun-
vent tal-Karmelitani ta’ Parigi u gie beatifi-
kat maghhom. Il-fdal ta’ dawn ittlett Fran-
giskani u ta’ hafna martri onra jinsabu fil-
knisja tal-Karmnu ta’ Parigi fejn ilum hemm
wkolll-Istitut Kattoliku ta’ Franza. It-Terzjar-
ji Regolari huma veri patrijiet bhal dawk i
hemm per ezempju Ruma til-Basilka ta’ San
Kosma u Damjan.

BEATU GANN BATTISTA TRIQUERIE tal-
Minuri Konventwali. Twieled Laval fl-1 ta’
Lulju 1737 minn familja fqira. Difatii rnis-
sieru kien skarpan u sagristan. Dahal mail-
Konveniwali fil-1758. Kien konfessur -al-
Klarissi f'Nantes, Montmorillon. u fl-aihar
Buron. Miet mariri f'Laval ma’ 13-il qassis
dioCesan u 4 soriiiet, rashom ilkoli maqtu-
gha bil-giljottina, fil-21 ta’ Jarnar 1794. Gew
Beatlflkatl minn Plju XII fil-1955.

BEATA GUZEPPINA LEROUX Soru Kla-
rissa. Din il-frangiskana mietet ukoll rasha
magqtugha flimkien ma’ 5 sorijiet  Crsolini,
aewwa Valenciennes fit-23 ta’ Ottubru 1794.
Gew Beatifikati minn Benedittu XV fl-1920.
Dawn il-hames Beati martri Frangiskani

s ae

Tielet Ordni Frangiskan.
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THE TRIPLE RENUNCIATION — In the
month of June, 1205 Francis travelled to Rome in
search of inspiration and guidance. To the young mer-
chant from the hill town of Assisi, Rome was truly dm-
pressive. The sound of foreign languages spoken by
pilgrims from various parts of the world, the many
churches with their solemn religious services, and the
grandeur of St. Peter’s Basilica made him reflect on
his own insignificance.

He prayed at the tomb of the Apostle Peter, atten-
ded Mass and listened to the advice of spiritual men,
He was shocked at the miserliness of seemingly afl-
fluent pilgrims who gave pit tances at the cffertory.
This made him think. He stepped forward, and, put-
ting his hand into his satchel, flung his whole supply
of money with a resounding crash into the offertory
box. Everyone was started, but Francis walked off, un
perturbed. He possessed nothing now, except his fine
clothing; he was a practical pauper and would have to
beg like the rest of them. Moncy was his first great
renunciation.

Out in the square before the great basilica, he
passed through the ranks of beggars of all descrip-
tions who lined the way with outstretched hands.
Francis respectfully approached one of the men  took
his hand, and astonished him by suggesting that they
should change clothes. The startled beggar had never
heard of such an offer, but he immeditely agreed. He
skipped away delighted in Francis’ fine clothes, while
the young society man, clad in the old flea-ridden
rags, took his place among the motley mendicants. He
realized what it meant to be “a poor man of God.” He
had freed himself from a satus symbol. This was his
second renunciation.

Back in Assisi, his father saw to it that he was
once again well and finely clothed, and given a horse.
But, soon, Francis met a leper! Ordinarily he would
have flung a few coins at the man and made off on his
horse, fearful to contamination. This time, however, he
dismounted, approached the timid leper and greeted
him as a brother. He gave the man the expected mo-
ney, but, then, he embraced him and they exchanged
a kiss of peace. Not only that, I'rancis followed the
poor sufferer to his hovel and dedicated himself for
some tmie to his care and to that of many other such
oucasts.

Toward the end of his life, the saint wrote, “When
I lived in sin it was very painful for me to look at le-
pers, but God led me into their midst and I remained
there for a little while. When I left them, what seemed
to me biter had become sweet and easy.” It was his
third renunciation, a great psychological triumph over
his personal weakness.

“LET HIM RENOUNCE HIMSELF” — At ma-
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ny moments of our lives, renunciations are forced upon
ns by circumstanes beyond our control, and we may as
well accept them with good grace. But we are also
capable of a far nobler way of giving things up or of
changing our habits and styles of life. It requires the
exercise of our personal freedom and willpower. In-
deed, if we examine ourselves honestly and sincerely,
we can find that we can do much more with our lives
and time and property. We coud, inthis sense, “re-
nounce” for the sake of Christ and his Gospel.

The Church in her parishes needs ready and will-
ing workers who might deny themselves an evening
or two during the week in order to help those who no
longer can help themlselves: the sick, the aged, the
lonely. Many are the charitable works that need to
be done. Essentially, this kind of “renunciation” means
that people are willing to give of themselves and of
their time. Francis gave himself to beggars and lepers.

St. Jerome, writing to a group of Christian Jadies
in Rome, told them: “I know well that many of the
rich show mercy to the poor, but they do it by the
hands of others. They give their gold, but not their
personal services, because the sight of nisery inspires
disgust and make them ill. I will not find fault with
thi weakness, nor will T call it unmerciful. But I must
be allowed to say that true love and perfec faith raise
the mind above such infirmities and make it strong for
the holy service of love.”

THE FIRST FRIARS — Bernard of Quintavalle
was a knight and a man of means. He heard of Fran-
cis and came to admire him, but he couldn’t dispel all
his misgivings about the new convert. T¢ assure him-
self of Francis sincerity, he invited him to stay with
him. During the night, Bernard only pretended to
sleep as he kept a close watch on his guest. Francis,
nunaware that he was being observed, spent his night as
he usually did, kneeling on the floor and absorbed in
intense prayer. In the morning, Bernard was thorough-
ly convinced by Francis’ sincerity, “Brother, I am who
ly purposed in my heart to leave the world and to fol-
low you in whatever way you may bid me.” Togethe:
they attended Mass at the Bishop’s chapel and thus
sealed their new friendship.

On the way back, thev weie overtaken hy a ca-
non of the Cathedral, Peter Cattani. All canons in
those days were not necessarily priests, and Peter was
a layman, or perhaps in minor orders. Although he was
not a rich man, he was a very clever lawyer. He, too,
accepted the condition proposed by Francis, “Give all
you have to the poor, and come. follow Our T.ord Je-
sus Christ.”



Bernard, having most to dispose of, had 1o en-
gage people to help him do it. One of these, a man
recently returned to Assisi, Giles, was so moved at
the sight of these wealthy and honored men who were
giving away heir gends to the goor, that, as soon as his
work was finished, he wen to the hurch of St. George
and spent hours betore the Blessed Sacrament. He rose
community. Giles came to be renowned for humility,
with the firm conviction that he, too, must ioin the new
bedience and spiritual counselling,

A certain priest, who had procured stones for
Francis when he was rapairing churches, came and
complained, “Francis, you did not pay me well for the
stones you had from me.” Francis put his hand into
Bernard’s cloak and drew out a handful of money. He
did it twice, and then asked. “Are you paid now in
full?” The priest acquiesced and went off. However,
m the course of the next few days, he was overcome
by remorse, “Am I not a wretch, seeing that I am an
old man and covet temporal things, whilc this young
man despises and abhors them for the love of God?”
Filled with admiration for the brothers, he came and
asked to be admitted o heir company. He was the first
Franciscan priest.

THE POWER OF LXAMPLE — It would hard-
Iy be correct to say ‘hat the Franciscan Order was
“founded” in our sense of the word; rather, it just grew.
Francis never really asked anyvone to join him; they
simply came to him. What was it, then, that made so
many want to follow his wav of life? To put it in sim-
ple words, it was the attracive power of Francis’ good
example. Bernard came because he admired Francis;
Peer Cattani came because he admired both of them;
Giles was edified by Bernard’s generosity; and, the
priest, Sylvester, was reawakened to the Gospel by the
witness of the little group.

There can be no doubt that much good or evil is
done by example; much mor~ than by word. People
are great imitators. The silent repetition of a good or
charitable act makes observers think, and from this
thinking comes action. A person’s good works, once
admired by others, give rise to manv of our org qmm—
tions and sonfraterntties. One hears of non- thholics
who have become interestec in the Church simply be-
cause of the Sunday mering faithfulness of their Cat-
holic neighbours. *Aany children remain good and lo-
yal Catholics becausa of the example of their parents.
Others slip away from the Faith because of the bad
example of those who oug':t te edifv them. And so it
goes on through all aspects of life.

A the pagan poet, Ifomer, said so long ago, “Let
noble acts more noble acts inspire.” St. Francis himseld
told us, “Let us not fail in doing m)()d and in due
course we shall reap lite everlasting.” / *. viztes

FRANCISCAN
RENUNCIATION

“Even as a young man Francis
had an open-handed
sympathy for the poor which
God had insnired in his heart.
This bore nim company as he
grew up and filled his heart
with such generosity that he
refused to turn a deaf ear to
the Gospel and resoived to
give alms to everyone who
approached him, especially if
it was for the love of God. One
time he was caught in a rush
of business and, contrary to
his custom, he sent away a
beggar who had begged for
alms for love of God without
giving him anything. Then he
realized what he hac done
and he ran after him
immediately and gave him a
agenerous alms. There and
then he promised God that he
would never again refuse
anyone who asked for love of
him, as long as he had
anything to give. He kept this
resolution with unwearying
fidelity until the day he died
and was rewarded with a
wonderful increase of grace
and love for God.” -

(St. Bonaventure,

Major Life of St. Francis)
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Qaddisin ta’ [-Ordni

Frangiskan Kapuccin

PATRI PI0

MINN
PIETRALCINA
IL-KAPUCCIN

TA” ZMINUJIETNA

GWIDO SCICLUNA, kapuééin

16

Ma fadalx bniedem fid-dinja tal-lum li ma semax,
li ma sarx jaf u ma jhobbx lil Patri Pro minn Pietral-
cfina, il-kapuécin tal-pjagi.

Dan twieled fil-25 ta’ Mejju 1887 minn genituri
ezemplari li l-ghejxien taghhom kienu jiksbuh mix-
xoghol iebes ta’ l-eghlieqi.

L-ghada li twieled gie mghammed u lilu mghoti
lisem ta’ Frangisku,

Frangisku ghadda tfulitu u zghozitu fambjent im-
warrab u hiemed, fid-dar, fil-knisja, fl-eghlieqi sa ma
wasal iz-zmien biex jibda l-iskola. Minkejia li kien tfaj-
jel gwejjed u fommu sieket, il-gibda ghas-solitudni qatt
ma rrendietu selvagg.

Frangisku kompla jikber fil-ghaqal, fil-gherf, fl-
imhabba, fit-talb, mhux b’inqas fil-penitenza. Mhux
darba jew tnein l-ghaziza ommu kienet issib soddtu
mhiex imharbta ghaliex kien jippreferixxi jimtedd fuq
il-giegha ta’ l-art, b’gebla taht rasu flok l-imhadda.
Dak 1i fir-realta’ kien qieghed isehh bikri fil-hajja ta’
Frangisku kien ghal kollox mistur fghajnuin ta” dawk
li kienu madwaru. Qabel ma rhielha ghan-novizzjat
biex jinghagad ma’ I-Ahwa ta’ 1-Ordni Kapuééin, Fran-
gisku stqarr li kellu vizioni fejn bassritlu l-programm
li fuqu kellu jfassal hajtu: “jissielet bhala suldat qal-
bieni”. Kif fil-fatt irnexxilu jwettag din il-glieda qad-
disa sa tmicm hajtu. Frangisku xhedd i¢-éoqqa kapueé-
¢ina f1-19083 fil-kunvent ta’ Morcone bl-isem gdid ta’
Fra Pio, meta kien ghad kellu 15-il sena.

Frangiska gharaf igib ruhu veru mmdell perfett
ta’ kapuceéin kemm ghal shabu n-novizzi kif ukoll ghall-
ahwa kollhe tad-Dar. Wara li temm b’sucéess is-sena
tal-prova, ta bidu ghall-istudji Teologici u l-virtwiet li
wassluh ghall-ordinazzjoni Sacerdotali £1-1910.

Kull quddiesa li Patri Pio kien ji¢éelebra matul
hajtu kienet bhalli kieku l-ewwel wahda, l-hena tas-
sema, jitghaxxaq bil-hlewwa tal-Gisem u d-Demm Im-
makulat ta’ 1-Iben t'Alla, Feddej. It-tagbida ma’ l-is-
pirtu tul il-haija ma kinietx thallih jghalag ghainejh
biex jichu I-mistrieh tieghu u malli jasal fix-xifer ta’
qtiegh il-qalb minnufih kien jintelaq £dirghajn Marija
u jerga’ iimtela’ bilkuragg. {nddiem Gesw’ Msallab
thossu qawwi fkull tagbida u rebbiegh fuq I ghadu
nfernali.

Mill-bidu tal-hajja tieghu sacerdotali huwa fittex
jghix 1-Ideal Serafiku fil-milia tieghu tant li offra lilu
mifsu kompletament vittma biex jinghagad ma” Gesuw’
fit-tbatifa 1i Dan garrab ghall-fidlwa ta’ l-umanita’
mgarrfa u I-konverzjoni tal-midinbin. P. Pio mghoti
bruhu u b'gismu ghall-appostolat tal-pinna u ghad-
direzzjoni ta’ l-erwieh, sab ruhu fil-qalba ta’ spiritwa-
lita’ ntensa. Folol kbar ghatxana ghat-twemmin inva-
dewh b'mod u manjera tali li ma hallewlu ebda hin ta’
mistrieh. F1-1916 is-superjuri baghtuh fil-kunvent ta’



San Giovanni Rotondo li jieghed fuq muntanja, biex
jirrespira ftit agja tajba u jicha ftit mistrieh, imma
hemm kellu jgatta’ 1-bqija " hajtu. Dik is-solitudni ma
damitx ma ghebet ghal kollox, ghaliex appena l-er-
wieh tajba intebhu li fil-qalb ta’ dak il-parti 1 gdid
kien hemm xi haga qawwija tas sema, bdew gejjin bla
ma jagighu biex ikellmuh. Nies ta’ kull eta’, kull klas-
si so®ali, kull kundizzjoni ekonemika, kull gerarkija
tal-knisja u pulitka, kull livell kulturali, niinn kall pop-
Iu u gens jersqu ghandu biex jesprimu l-problemi u
kull htiega. Dawk imbaghad li ma setghux imorru
ghandu baghtu eluf ta’ ittri, bkull ilsien. Fkelma
wahda fSan Giovauni Rotondo kienet qed issehh 1-
ghajta ta’ Gesu” “Ejjew intom ilkoll...!”

Id-dinja fehmet b'mod l-izjed ¢ar it-twegiba al-
ternattiva ghall-problemi fondamentali tas-seklu: “Ma
tistax thun gaddis minghajr Alla u l-anqas ma tista’
tghix mingha'r grazzja.”

B'mod ta’ l-ghageb il gnus tad-dinja malajr feh-
mu li l-pjagi fl-idein, fir-riglejn u fil-kustat ta’” l-ewwel
sacerdot stimmatizzat ma setghuy jigu interpretati
hlief bhala messagg la’ lwemmin u approvazzjoni [il-
missjoni mwetga minn . Pio fid-dinja tal-lum, im-
sammar ma’ l-istess salib ta’ Krist biex tkompli ssehh
l-opra tal-Fidwa. U tant fehmu tajjeb illi d-doni kariz-
mati¢i mghotja mill-Mulej 1il P. Pio: il-profeziia, jag-
ra l-qlub, il-bilokazzjoni, e¢¢. ma kienux hlief mezzi
provvidenzjali sabiex ir-rikonéiljazzjoni tal-umanita
mgarrfa ma’ Alla ssehh fil-milia kollha taghha.

L-ewwel darba 1i dacéaw il-pjagi fil-gisem ta’ P.
Pio kienet il-Harifa tal-1910 pero’ ma damux ma ghe-
bu, hallew biss l-ugiegh.

Kinu 1-20 ta’ Settembra 1918, wara li P. Pio temm
il-quddiesa tieghu f'dik l-ghodwa meta sehhet u baq-
ghet sa l-ahhar it-tisliba ta’ P. Ijo. Kellu dehra mister-
juza meta lemah anglan mmarkat bil-pjagi, hass ruhu
f'tarf hajtu u appena ghebet dik id-dehra u gie Fsensih,
dawk il-pjagi li lemah fuq !-angla.
sabhom fuq ideh fug rigleth u fuq sidru, jnixxu d-
demm n jhoss l-ugigh tagtihom sa ma miet.

Tobba, professuri u xjenzati ta’ fama mondjali
spiss kienu jezaminaw bir-reqqa dawk il-pjagi fuq P.

'

Pio, filwaqt li kollha b’vuéi wahda taw prova ta’ dawk
ilferiti li ma kienux kawzati minn ebda marda jew
debbulizza fizika, imma ghotia mis-sema, don spirit-
wall u espjatorju.

Tassew provvidenzali 1 mhux b’ingas meraviljuz
huwa t-twaqqif tad-dar tas-Solliev ghall-morda. Wie-
hed mill-akbar monumenti tal-Opri tal-Finiena li P.
Pio ghogbu jipprezenta lill-folla kbira migbura qud-
diem il-Knisia tal-Kapuééini ta” Foggia.

Din id-Dar tas-Solliev jew ahjar Sptar huwa
mghammar bil-htigijiet kollha moderni ghal kura tal-
morda. Hemm l-umanita’ sabet mill-gdid 1l Kristu
Msallab bhala Raghaj li jiehu hsiebh il-mnerhla tieghu.

II-Papa Pyu Xl bierek u fahhar dak I-lsptar ta’
San Giovanni Rotondo u écertifika li dik 1 opra hifa
bhala frott ta’ ideal matur u pperfezzjonat biex itaffi
kull ghamla ta’ thaija fizika u morali tal-umanita’
dghajda. F'dan l-Isptar kompla jistqarr il-Papa, ghand-
h ssehh l-imhabba lejn il-Hall'eq fl-ispirtu tal-marid
permezz ta’ l-imhabba ta’ Gesu” Feddej u l-qawwa ta’
l-1spirtu Mqaddes li tohrog mill-qlub ta” dawk kollha
li fassistu 1 mard fil-gisem u fir-ruh.

Ghalkemm P. Pio miet (23 ta’ Settembru 1968)
imma xorta baga’ jghaggeb lid-dinja sa 1.ahhar. Il-pja-
gi fondi u mdemmija i kisn igorr fuq gismu ghal ham-
sin sena shah ghebu ghal kollox u l-anqas is-sinjali
taghhom ma baqa’ fuq gismu.

Jghidilna, il-Kardinal Ursi biex jictertifika din il-
grafja mhux tas-soltu: “P. Pio réieva l-pjagi, bhal Kris-
tu, biex jeqred il-hazen u t-thatija tad-dinja tal-lum u
l-istess pjagi gew kancellati wara mewtu biex jassigu-
rawna mill-qawmien finali, it-tigdid ta’ l-umanita’ 1i
b’éertu mod huwa kien liebes u sabiex jaghti prova li
I-missioni ewlenija mghoija ilu minn Alla kienet ghal
gid ta’ l-ahwa u ghall-fidwa tal-bnedmm.”

Il kawza tal-beatifikazzjoni ta’ P. Pio bdiet fit-23
ta’ Novembru 1969. Dokumentazzjoni twila giet
mghotija lis-Sagra Kongregazzjon ighall-approvazzjoni
dwar il-hajia, il-qdusija, il-mirakli li wettaq tul hajtu.
Sal-gurnata tal-lum, mid-dinja kollha, pellegrinaggi
bagghu jingabru numeruzi fuq gabru, jitobu herqana
kull htiega tar-rub u tal-gisem.

“Fil-Gurnata Missjunarja, il-Knisja, Ommu
Ghalliema, hergana ghall-gid ta’ kulhadd, per-
mezz tal-Opri Missjunarji Pontifi¢ju, tittallab 1-
ghamuna tal-bnedmin kollha ta’ rieda tajba.

“Hu dmir, hu gieh, hu ferh aghti din 1-ghaj-
nuna b’generozita’ kbira, ghax dan ifisser 1i gie-
ghed taghti sehemek biex twassal 1 ghana bla gies
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GURNATA MISSJUNARJA
23 TA’ OTTUBRU 1983

tal-Fidwa lil dawk kollha 1i ghad ma jafux bl-im-
habba ta’ Kristu, Ji ebda mohh ma jista’ jifhem.”

Dan il-kliem tal-Missier taghna ]-Papa Gwan-
ni Pawlu II iheggigna Ikoll biex [din is-sena li fi-
ha geghdin infakkru gheluq il-1930 sena mill-Fid-
wa taghna, nahdmu biex il-bnedmin koliha jiltaq-
ghu ma’ Kristu u jaghrfu i bit-tixrid ta’” Demmu
qalghelna s-salvazzjoni. Dan naghmluh l-izjed fil-
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AHBARIJIET

FRANGISK ANI

K APUCCINI

NOVIZZI GODDA

Nhar is-Sibt, 25 ta’ Gun’u taw bidn ghan-novizzjat
taghhom it-tliet Zghazagh postulanti: Giovanni, Cas-
sar, Albert Buttigieg u Jesmond Balzan. Ciovanni mill-
Marsa (Maria Regina), Albert minn San Gwann u Jes-
mond minn tas-Sliema taw bidu ghal din is-sena tan-
novizziat wara li temmew iz-zmien tal Postulandat
taghhom fil-fraternita’ al-Kalkara. Issa huma ghaddew
ghal fraternita’ ta’ Ghajn-Dwieli, Rahal Gdid biex flim-
kien mal-Mastru taghhom P. Ariton Manpalao jghaddu
sena ta’ preparazzjoni ntensiva fii-hajja religiuza bba-
zata fuq l-ispiritwalita’ frangiskana kapucéina bi pre-
parazzioni' ghall-professjoni temporanja 1i  jwettqu
Fgheluq is-sena. Lil dan nawgurawlhom sena ta’ ghaqg-
da intima mal-Mulej Ji gqed isefhithon:

PROFESSJONI TEMPORXANJA

It-tlett Novizzi John Vella mill-Marsa (Trinita’),
Joe Borg minn Haz-Zebbug u Mario Borg minn San
Gwann temmew is-sena tan-novizziit taghhom  billi
nhar il-Hadd, 26 ta’ Gunju wettqu I-Professjoni Tem-
poranja taghhom. Huma ghamlu l-weghdiet taghhom
1i ‘ghixu fil .Kastita’ Petfetta, fil-Fagar u fl-Ubbidjenza
waqt éerimonja qasira H sarct mill Provingjal P. Ema
nuel Barbara-wagt quddiesa. fil-Knisja ta” Sant’Autnin
— Ghalin-Dwieli. Issa‘li -dawn saru membri . shah fi
’hdan Jil-Provinéja Kapuééina Maltija mxhqulhom kull
perseveranza' biex: bil-hajja. taghhom 1komph jaghtu
xhieda lid-dinja tal-ghaqda taghhom ma’ Kristu.

PROFESSJONI PERPETWA

Joseph Guliano mill-Marsa fnmta ) qhame] il-
Professjoni Perpetwa fidejn il-Provincjal awagt quds,

diesa li saret nhar dl-Famis, 30 ta” Gunju fil-Knisja tas-
Salib Imqgaddes fil-Furiana.
Lil huna Joseph fdan il-mument hekk importanti .
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fil-hajja tal-vokazzjoni tieghu nifirhulu u nweghduh
it-talb taghna biex ikomplu ;seddag fih dak li Huwa
ta bidu ghalih u nawgurawlu spec¢jalment issa i wa-
sal grib 1-Ordinazzjoni Saéerdotali tieghu.

TLIET DJAKNI GODDA

Hutna Joseph Muscat mill-Mosta, Emanuel Abe-
la mill-Marsa (Trinita’) u Joe Guliauo mill-Marsa (Tri-
nita’) nhar il-Hadd, 10 ta’ Lulu ir¢ivew minn idejn 1-
Arcisqof Giuzeppi Mercieca !-ovdinazzjoni tad-Djako-
nat.

Lil dawn it-tlett hutn  a studenti kapuécini naw-
gurawlhom xoghol fejjiedi matul id-djakonat taghhom
bil ghan li jagharfu ‘aghtu s-servizz taghhom ghal gid
tal-Poplu £Alla b’mod speéjali permezz tax-X »udir tal-
Kelma tAlla n ta’ I-ghoti ta” I-Ewkaristija.

QADDIS U BEJATU GODDA

Meta ghadhom friski fmohhna I-festi li saru fil-
Kanonizazzjoni ta’ San Krispin mian Vitcrbo, l-ewwel
qaddis ipproklamat mill-Papa Gwarmi Pawlu I nhar
il-Hadd, 20 ta’ Gunju 1982, issa Kapucséin iehor ser jigi
kkanonizzat. TI-Befatu Leopoldu Mandic minn Castel-
nuovo scjjer jigi pproklamat gaddis nhar il Hadd, 16
ta’ Ottubru.

-F’din ir-Rivista (It-Tieni Sen: {arzu 1982 —
Nru. 8) ahna konna minn ta’ quddiem ]1 tajna hijiel ta
din l-ahbar sabiha ghall-Knisja Kattolika kollha b’mod
speciali ghall-Ordni Frangiskan Kapuééin. Dak in-
nhar konna habbarna li minhabba s-Sinodu li ghandu
jsir FRuma matul ix-xahar ta’ Setternbru u li se jittrat-
ta is-suggett tal- PENITENZA, kiener saret *alba m'nn

- diversi partijiet tad-dinja biex il-Bejatu Teopoldu, ka-

pucéin bhala L apposthu tal- konfessewar] 1 %igi pprokla-
mat qaddis. Issa li ghandna l-konferma ta” dan il-qad-

.dis gdid kapuccéin li ghadda s-snin tas sac¢ardozju tie-



ghu jamministra s-sagrament tal-penitenza, s-Sinodu
minharra li sejjer jipprezentalna duttrina dwar is-sug-
gett ser ipoggi quddiemna wkoll ezempiu ta’ qaddis
«ddedikat ghal dan l-appostoiat.

Fit-30 ta” Dttubru 1-Qdusija i*2ghu 1-Papa Gwanni
Pawlu I Isejjer ukoll jipproklama Bejatu lil Funa 1-Ka-
puctin GEREMIJA ta’ Valacchia ta’ origini Rumena
(29 ta” Gunju 1556 — 5 ta” Marzu 1623).

__’_.

TISLIMA
LIL

PATRI
TARCISJU
GATT

KAPUCCIN

Minn dawn il-pagni nixtiequ minn galbna nsellmu
lil Huna Patri Tarcisiu Gatt li ohtna l-mewt haditu
minn fostna fis-sieghat bikrin tas-27 ta’ Lulju, 1983,

Huna Taréisju kien ta bidu ghan-novizzjat tieghu
fil-Kunvent te” S. Liberata I-Kalkara fis-17 ta’ Settem-
bru, 1920 fl-eta’ ta’ 18-il sena. L-Isqof M. Gonzi ord-
nah Sacerdot fil-Katidral ta’ Ghawdex {id-29 ta’ Set-
tembru, 1928. Fil-hajja twila tieghu, ta’ ftit inqas minn
81 sena, P. Tarc¢istu ghadda 64 sena minnhom bhala
Religjuz u 53 bhala Sacerdot.

Fiz-Zmien il-Gwerra kien Kappillan fl-isptar “St.
Francis” fl-iskola tal-Gvern £Birkirkara. Din il-hidma
ta’ Patrl Tar¢isju giet imfahfira mill-Gvernatur fil-
‘Government Gazette’ No. 9169 ta’ 1-1 ta’ Frar, 1944
b’dan il-mod: “His Excellency the Governor wishes
to record his great appreciation of the exceptionally
meritorious and devoted service rendered in dange-
rous circumstances or under war conditions in the ser-
vice of the Crown in Malta .

Fil-Provinéia ta s-sehem tieghu kemm bhala Su-
perjur tal-Kunvent tal-Furjana ghal 6 snin (meta I
knisja i ghandna llum kienet qed tinbena) u kemm
bhala Definitur Provin¢iali ghal tlett darbiet. Kien
ukoll Kustudju Generali. Meta spiééa  minn Superjur
ghamel zmien Prokuratur tei-Kappella tal-Madonna ta’
Lourdes, il-Fur{ana.

L-ahhar snin {2’ hajtu ghaddihom fis-skiet fil-
Kunvent tal-Furjana. Ghalkemm mghobbi bis-snin u
nieqes mis-sahha _ kien dejiem ferhan u marbut mar-
rieda t'Alla.

Aghtih Mulej, il-mistrieh ta” dejjem.

L-EWWEL NOVIZZI FIT-TAJ[.ANDJA
Ghall-ewwel darba fl-istorja ta’ 1-Ordni Frangis-
kan Kapuécin got-Tajlandia £Mejju li ghadda bdew
in-Novizzjat tliet zghazagh TajlanJizi, Tliet snin ilu
wara appell mll-General Huna Baskal Rywalsk, marru
xi Patrijiet mill-Provin¢ja ta’ Milan fit-Tajlandja u
dawn it-tliet 2ghazagh 1esqu lejhom jitolbuhom isiru
membri al-fraternita’ ta’ I-Ahwa z-Zghar Kapuééini. In-
roddu hajr lill-Mulei ghax tassew kbir fit-trigat tieghu.
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IR-RELIGJUZI RGIEL FPMALTA U GHAWDEX

¥« FMalta u Ghawdex hawn [2-il Ordni religjuz ta’

Firgiel — 1l ta’ patrijiet u wiehed tal-‘Brothers’
(Freres).

X B’kolloxd dawn I[-Ordnijiet ghandhom aktar

% li-Patrijiet jiehdu hsieb 15-il

"« Barra

minn 500 membru f’Malta u ftit ingas minn 300
janhdmu barra minn Malta fi 22 pajjiz imxerrda
mad-dinja kollha.

Parrocca f'Malta
fe]n Ighixu mal-50,000 ruf.

I-parrocci I-patrijiet ghandhom ukoll
ghadd mhux zghir ta’ knejjes biex jaqdu I-hti-
giet spairitwli ta’ dawk li jghixu gribhom, hafna
darbi ’I boghod mié-¢entru tar-rahal. 4

i« 11-Patrijiet jaghtu servizz ukoll:

— fl-isptarijiet

— fid-djar u I-istituti tal-Knisja

— fil-habs >4
— fié-Gimiteryu

— fl-iskejjel

— fié-Centri taz-zghazagh

— fil-fabbriki u postijiet tax-xoghol

max-xjuh u ‘handicapped’

assistenza so¢;ali maz-zghazagh u I-gharaj-

jes

— mal-gruppi tal-familja

— fiz-zewg fakultajiet tat-Teologija: Tal-Virtu’
u -I.N.S.E.R.M.

— fit-Tribunl taz-Zwigijiet

— fkummissjonijiet tal-Knisja

— fil-mezzi tal-Komunikazzjoni so¢;ali: radju,
television, cable radju, gazzetti, rivisti, ecc.

L-istess bhal ta’ gassis, il-kors ta’ thejjija u stud-

ju li jaghmel patri jiehu madwar tmien snin, fejn

generalment jitkompla fi spec¢jalizzazzloni ta’

studju gholi barra minn Malta.

Ir-religjuzi Jghixu fkomunita’ u minbarra ¢-cele-

bat ghandhom il-vot ta’ fagar u ubbidjenza.

(Kon¢. Vat. I, Hajja Relig;uza, 1)
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TAN-MNIES

L-Isqof Irlandiz Mgr. Charles Renfrew fwiehed
mill-“magazines” Kattolici “The Word” kiteb hsieb
spiritwali rigward 1-Uéun tan-nies i ahna niltaqghu
maghhom b'mod speéjali kinieni filghodu huma u sej-
rin ghax-xoghal jew ghall-qadi taghhomn ta’ kuljum.

Fost dawn in-nies zhua ntaqghu u naraw nies
b'wi¢éhom ferhan u dahqan, ohry1 imhassbin u imdej-
gin x'uhud b'wi¢chom imgarras minghajr ebda thissi-
ma tant li ghat-tislima huma l-anqas jaghtu kas.

Naraw ohrajn li mill-bixra ta’ wi¢chom juruk car
u tond li ghandhom xi haga 1 gieghda tinkwetalhom
galbhom tant ¥ malli issellmilhoin huma jdura lejk u
b’qalb imnikta jirrakkontawlek mill-a saz-zeta, dak
kollu li qieghed ihassarlhom il-pa¢i taghhom. Hawn
jidhol ix-xoghol tal-Appostolat ta” kull wiehed minnha.
Infatti malli niltagghu ma’ dawn in-nies imiss lilna
li nuzaw kullmezz sabiex lil dawn in-nies nghinuhom
biex inheffulhom it-toqol tal-problemi taghhom. Hafna
drabi dawn il-problemi ghalihom ikunu kbar u diffi¢-
It izda ghal kuntrariu bil-ghajnuna u Iparir ta’ xi ha-
bib tal-qalb dawn l-affarijiet ma jibqghux jidhru hekk
ghandi” “Mela x’ghandek” wiegbu l-iehor li kien ftit
wiegbu siehbu, “u llum nixtieq tghini fil-problema li
ta’ piz u toqol.

Fatt kurjuz bejn zewg ihbieb u li wara sirt naf
bih jien personalment gara fil-granet difficli tal-gwer-
ra li ghaddiet, Zewg zghazagh, hbieb tal-galb, kienu
jahdmu fl-istess post u darba fost l-ohrajn kif kienu
jaghmlu ta’ kuljum, fil-hin tar-rikreazzjoni ta’ nofs in-
nhar, il-kbir fosthom appena lemah lil habib tieghu
gharaf minn wiééu li s-sieheb tieghu ghandu xi nkwiet
jew xi haga simili u ghalhekk qgallu: “Tllum x'ghandek,

minn
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membru fI-O.F.S.

Joe, kemm tidher imhasseb?” “M'intiex tghid hazin”
ikbar minnu fl-eta’.

Bhal ma d-dixxipli ta’ Emmaus maghfusin mill-
hsieb ghall-kelma ta’ Gesu’, fethu qalbhom wmieghu,
hekk u xejn angas ma ghamel Joe malhabib tieghu.
Dan Joe kien strument fideth izda Alla riedu jkun
sacerdot. L-iskola halliha. Il-Latin qatt ma tghallmu.
L-eta” kienet madwar tnejn u ghoxrin sena. I1-genituri
ma kienu jafu xejn u ghalhekk joe kellu ragun ikun
imhasseb u ghalhekk qal 1il siehbu 1i kien jismu bhalu
“Joe,” nixtieq insir sacerdot inti ma tghinix?”

Ghall-ewwel siehbu hadu bi¢-¢ajt, 1 meta rah
hekk konvint u sod fid-dec¢izioni tieghu wieghu u qalli
Ii huwa kien dispost li jghinu tant li qabdu t-triq u
Hum ghall-grazzja £Alla dan Joe huwa sac¢erdot spirit-
wali u zelanti hafna. Parir u kelma tajba islvaw sitwaz-
zjoni. Minghajrhom it-tnejn kienet tispi¢ca fdizastru.

Hu propru bhalissa niftakar xi jghid il-Gizwits
Patri Plus fil-ktieb tieghu “Radiating Chrst”: 1i tiehu
b’idejn xi habib u ki tibdlu x konversazzjoni, dawn kol-
Iha jistghu jkunu krozza 1i wiehed indirettament u ak
tar tard direttamen ghinu fdak li ghandu bzonn, ta’ xi
ghajnuna fil-problemi tieghu.

Immela nkunu ta’ ghajnuna lil dawi li imtaqgalin
b’xi problema jew inkwiet u mhux biss izda nitolbu ta’
spiss ghal bzonnijiet ta’ dawk il-persuni li minhabba
I-karattru taghhom jindifnu fihom infushom u b’dannu
ghalihom stess ma jifthux qalbhom. U ghalhekk tkun
din it-talba, taghna lil Alla “O Mulej ghallimni nara
lilek fkull persuna, sabiex jiena naghme il-gid, nghin
1il imsejken u nhobb lil kulhadd bhali innifsi.”



MESSAGG FRANGISKAN 13:

Kristu jghallem lilkom kif taghmlu hilitkom!

IL-POSSIBILTA’ TA’ ESPERJENZI GODDA

57. e — Anna I-Frangisoni ghandna nkunu lesti lum biex naccettaw iniz attivi li jagbzu l-istrut-
turi tradizzjonali. L-Ispirtu jokrob gewwa fina, u hekk kif ghamel fil-Knisja matul iz-Zzminijiet, Huwa dej-
jem jibqga’ jxerred il-grazzja tieghu (ara Atli 4:13;8: 14-19; 10:44.48; 11:15; 15:8; 19:2-7). Ahina ma nistghux
' infixklu l-attivita misterjuza li biha huwa jgedded in-nixxiegha tal-hajja.

58. L-esperjenza ta’ San Frangisk ukoll, kienet wisq oridginaii u ma kienet tagbel xejn mal-mu-
dell tal-hajja monastika li kienet isservi ta’ kriter,u f'kull tigdid fil-Knisja ta’ Zmienu, izda sa mill-bidu
hajtu dehret immarkata bis-sigill ta’ IIspirtu. Dik hi I-marka kru¢;ali tieghu. L-inizjattivi li huma taw-
sew imwielda minn Alla jgibu fughom dik il-markatal-verita’. Hekk ukol! fi Zminijietna, it-trigat godda
li nhossuna migbuda li nimxu ’l quddiem fihom, ghandhom ikoilhom i) il-marka tal-ghagda mal-ah-
wa fejn is-superjuri ghandhom il-post ta’ Alla, ii) ghan spiritwali qawwi, u iii) bzonn ta’ servizz jew
ta’ xhieda hajja lill-fidili. L-awtenti¢ita ta’ dawn I-nizjattivi tkun tidher, bhalma kienet fil-bidu tal-Ord-
ni, fil-frott kotran li jixhed il-prezenza ta’ l-Ispirtu (aa Mt. 7:16-18).

B. GHAL HUTNA L-BNEDMIN :

5% San Frangisk kien jara lI-bnedmin kollha fid-dawl ta’ Gesu Kristu. Bniedem perfett u Iben ta’
Alla l-izjed gholi. Minghandu tghallem l-imlabba ta’ l-ofhrajn; ghal fiutu I-bnedmin hu ta I-parti I-kbira
mill-hajja qasira tieghu fdin id-dinla. U spec¢jalme nt kien jaghti l-attenzjoni tieghu lil dawk |i kienu
jinsabu fil-bzonn, fil-gisem u fir-ruh.

80. Ahna I-Frangiskani tal-lum li nkomplu l-missjoni 1la’ San Frangisk UAssisi ghandna d-dmir
li nkunu nafu sewwa l-kondizzjonijiet li fihom jghixu I-bnedmin ta’ Zzmienna; ghandna nhossu d-dmir
li nibnu din’a gdida skond l-ispirtu tal-Evangelju.




IR-RUZARJU — GHAJN TA’ FARAG

“Halli n-nies kollha : ghorrief u injoranti, it-tajbin

u l-midinbin, il-kbar u z-zghar, ifahhru lil Gesu’ u lil
Marija bil-lejl u b’inhar billi jghidu r-Ruzarju Mqad- |
des.” |
San Lwigi de Mantfort

“Fil-mumenti I fihom 1t-talb islr difficli minhabba
d-deni, l-ugiegh, l-agunija, inhossu gibda qawwija li
nagbdu fidejna l-kuruna tar-Ruzarju, li hi sinial tat-
talb u nbusu l-Kuréifiss i hemm imdendel maghha...

..Meta l-morda jimmeditaw il-misteri tat-tbatija hum=
jitheggu biex ighaqqdu t-tbatijiet taghhom ma’ tie-
ghU u hekk, filwaqt li jiehdu sehem fis-Salib Tieghu,
jkunu jistghu jagsmu Mieghu 1-glorja tal-Qawmien.” ‘ 7

L-Isqof Fulton J. Sheen ¥
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