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MIN HU GESU’?
JIENA (GESU’ N-NAZZARENU)

_Me?a I-gemgha u s-suldati, mibghutin mill-gassisin il-kbar
u mix-xjuh tal-Lhud, ghall-mistogsija tieghu, qalulu li kienu
qed. ifittxu 1il Gesu’ n-Nazzarenu, KRISTU wigibhom: “Jiena”’.
Qalithom i kien hu Gesu’ n-Nazzarenu. Marru jfittxuh ghax
ma kinux jafu rmin hu (ghalkemm kienu jafu sew li kienu ser
isibuh, minhabba li Guda kien qalithom li kellu jbusu halli
jurihom min hu). U KRISTU kien gharaf Ii dak il-hin kienet
waslet issiegha tieghu, ghalhekk, ma qaghadx jahbi jew idur
mal-lewza: qalilhom bid-dieher: “Jiena”. lzda fl-ghama ta’
mohhhom, minhabba n-nuqqgas ta’ twemmin [i kellhom fi
KBISTU, ma kinux ged ifittxuh bhala Alla, izda biss bhala
bnieden: bhala wiehed minn Nazaret: bhala n-Nazzarenu. U
KRISTU, filli jurihom li kien bniedem minn Nazaret, ma miri-
homx, izda, bil-qawwa li harget minnu, li sabbtithom lura ma’
l-art, uriehom ukoll li hu Alla. Madankollu bagghu ma fehmux
fi hu Alla, langas wara li rawh iwahhal widint wiehed minn-
hom; u KRISTU baga’ jurihor lilu nnifsu bhala n-Nazzarenu:
bhala bniedem: hallihom jorbtuh, jimbuttawh, isawtuh, jobz-
qulu, ighajruh, jitmejlu bih u jsallbuh. U b’hekk, KRISTU bata
u miet bhala bniedem, ghax bhala Alla, la sata’ jbati u lanqgas
imut. Biex ibati ghalina, KRISTU ried isir bniedem.

KRISTU kien bniedem: bniedem bhali: bhali fkollox:
fkollox barra fid-dnub. Minbarra d-dnub u I-gibda ghall-haz-
en. KRISTU kellu kollox kulma ghandi jien: it-tjubijiet, Ii fija
geghdin biss safejn nista’ nasal ,id-dghufijiet tal-gisem u tal-
mohh: l-ghajja, il-guh, |-ghatx, in-niket, u kull haga ohra li
ghandi u li nhoss jien. Meta kien ferhan, fahhar lil Missieru;
meta kien mohhu f'tieghu, warrab jitlob; meta siebhom ikas-
bru -Maqgdes, gabad jaghti bil-habel; meta kien imxabba’ bil-
hzunija tal-Farizej, gabad i¢anfarhom kemm falah; meta qalbu
kienet imnikkta ghall-mewt, gabad iserrahha ma’ Pietru u
ma’ l-ahwa Gakbu u Ganni ;meta kien ged jibza’ mit-tbatija u
mill-mewt, gabad jitlob lil Missieru halli jbieghed minnu dak
li kien gzj fuqu. B'dan kollu, KRISTU wrieni li kien bnieden
phali: fi grajjiet bhal dawn, jiena wkoll ingib ruhi bhalma gieb
ruhu fihom hu. Meta nkun f'sikti, it-talb narah sabih, u nitlob;
meta nkun ferhan, nithenna, u hekk, infaffar '} Alla; meta xi-
hadd ma jagbelx mieghi, itallaghhomli; meta xihadd jaghmel
il-hazin, incanfru jew inwissih; meta nkun imdejjqa, innizzel
il-geddum u nfittex ma’ min niftah qalbi; msta jigini xi salib,
nibza nitfghu fugi. U KRISTU hekk ghamel, ghax kien bnie-
dem: bhali, u l-bniedem hekk maghmul.

1zda KRISTU ma wagafx hawn: baqga’ diehel iktar il gew-
wa fil-qdusija: ghalkemm kien ihoss u jbati ghax kien bnie-
dem, fittex li jaghmel biss ir-rieda ta’ Missieru, ghax hu gad-
dis. KRISTU ghamel hekk, halli jien naghmel bhalu. KRISTU
kien bniedem; iiena bniedem ukoll: la KRISTU, bniedem b’ﬁa:
li, ghamel hekk, jien bniedem bhalu, nista’ naghmel dak i
ghamel hu: ghax galli naghmel bhalma ghamel hu, ghal dawk
il-hwejjed li hu ghamel bhala bniedem: li jien nista’ naghmil-
hom wkoll: ma gallix naghmel l-eghgubijiet, ghax dawk hu
ghamilhom bhala Alla. izda qalli nhobb, nahfer u ,n-awghqer,
galli nghin, qalli nkun siedaq, qalli nagbad salibi ta’ kull jum
u nimxi warajh, ghax dan kollu hu ghamiu bhala b,med:em,
falli jien naghmel bhalu, u ghax jaf li, ghalkemm b'dasxejn
ta’ tbatija, dan kollu, jien, nista’ naghmiu bl-ghajnuna tieghu,
li qatt ma tongosni. ‘

Wara li nhares lejn KRISTU bhala Alla, biéx nitqaddes,
jehtieg li nhares lejh bhala bniedem: bhala bin’ Marija, bhala
bin il-mastrudaxxa, ghax hekk, nithmu iktar, naghrfu iktar u
nitgaddes iktar; ghax hu sar bniedem biex jilhagni Ralli jien
inkun nista’ nilhag lilu.

Gn 18: 5

Lawrenz Briffa, kapuééin
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Ahna u I-Mejtin Taghna

Matul ix-xzhar ta’ Novembru Iko!l kemm ahna niftakru
b’mod sped; ali fil-mejlin taghna. Niftakru fil-mejtin koltha, izda
hsieb spec¢jali jigina ghal dawk li huma [-aktar gheziez ghali-
na: genituri, hutna, qrabatna u hbieb intimi taghna. It-tifkira
taghna f'dawk li hallewna nesprimuha b’diversi modi. nitolbu
ghalihom, noffru quddies b’suffragju ghalihom, inzuru u nzej-
nu i-ogbra taghhom u sahansitra fi¢-Cimiterji fejn huma mid-
funin inpoggu r-ritratti taghhom biex infakkru w inhajjru il
hafna ohra'n biex maghna jitolbu ghalihom.

IL-KULT TAL-MEJTIN

H-kult nisrani lejn il-mejtin, b’differenza rrinn kull religjon
u poplu iehor, igedded it-tama u I-fidi taghna fi KRISTU
RXOXT. il-kult tal-mejtin isir ghalina I-insara I-kult tal-Misteru
tal-Ghid ta’ Kristu 1i gam rebbieh fug il-mewt. kif emmnu li
ghad jaghmlu I-mejtin hutna Ii fi Kristu hallew dan id-dinja.

Ir-ritwal tal-funerali jaghmel éar dan il-hsieb: “H-liturdija
nisrani'a tal-funerali hija ¢elebrazzjoni tal-misteru tal-Ghid ta!-
Mulej Gesu’ Kristu”. Hija wkoll offerta generuza §: tinghata
lil-mejjet u mument ta’ “farag u tama ghal dawk kollha li qed
jibku t-telfa_tieghu”.

NIPPREPARAW LILNA NFUSNA

Kull nisrani huwa fid-dmir li jorjenta l-hajja tieghu ghall-
mument “tal-mewt” u jipprepara bis-serjeta’ koltha ghaliha,
Ma rridux inhallu ghall-ahhar. Nippreparaw minn issa billi
nwarrbu dak kollu li jgib “il-mewt tar-ruh gabel dik tal-gisem”
— nibzghu aktar miil-mewt 1i jgib id-dnub milli mill-mewt. i
jg’b il-mard jew iz-zmien. '

‘Ghan-nisrani 1i lghix ifisser tiggedded fl Kristu u ghal-
hekk il-mewt issir “gqawmien” |i jwassalna ghal hajja gdida.
Il-mewt ghan-nisrani hi‘a l-passagg tal-Ghid li jibda bil-magh-
mudija u jizvolgi fl-impenn ta’ kuljum: ghax kuljum irridu
mmutu ghad-dnub. Ghathekk li tipprepara ghall-mewt ifisser
li 1il hajtek taghtiha sens li m'ghandux x’jagsam max-xejra
ta’ din id-dinja imma ma’ dik ta’ Gesu’ Kristu.




NIPPREPARAW LILL-OHRAJN

Iriidu wkoll b’impenn nisrani nersqu lejn il-moribondi u
bil:presenza taghna nassistuhom. Jinhtieg li nersqu lejn il-
moribondi bbakbar equiiibriju u maturita’ nisranija. Jekk
dawn ikunu neqsin fina naghmlu aktar hsara milli gid. I
moribond jista’ xorta wahda jhessu wahdu anke meta mdaw-
war mill famiijari tieghu jekk dawn ma jkunux kapaci jikkont-
rollaw l-ansjeta’ tagihhom u jharsu lejn il-mewt viéin b’'mod
reafistiku.

Li tersaq lejn bniedem marid gravi li gieghed fugq il
ghatba tal-mewt huwa sens ta’ solidarjeta’ umana u nisranija.
lkun sens ta’ mhabba nisranija meta inti b’mod l-aktar pru-
denti imma fl-istess wagqt b’kuragg kbir tippreparah ghali-ah-
har sagramenti billi tressaqlu s-sacerdot. Dan jenhtieg i
naghmluh malajr kemm jista’ jkun — ma nhallux ghall-ahhar
— huwa l-akbar att ta’ mhabba nisranija li nistghu naghimlu
mal-moribord. Niftakru i s-sagrament tal-morda (id-ditka ta’
l-aRhar) mhux gieghed ghal dawk |i diga tilfu sensihom.

NiTOLBU GHALIHOM

Att ta’ solidarjeta’ nisranija mal-moribond nesprimuh
ukoll permezz tattalb kontinwu taghna ghalih. Nitolbu lill-Is-
pirtu Qaddis biex lill-moribond jaghtih il-qawwa fil-kalma w
is-serenita’ biex bl-akbar ferh nisrani jilga’ dan l-ahhar don
— id-don tal-mewt — |i permezz taghha jinghagad ghal dej-
jem mal-Hallieq. Nibqghu nitolbu wkoll wara — nitolbu
ghall-mejtin taghna. Huwa att ta’ fidi fil-hajja ta’ dejjem u fl-
istess wagqt att ta’ rispett lejn fiutna meijtin Ii nibqghu niftak-
ru fihom billi nitolbu ghalihom: b’mod specjali permezz tal-
Quddies (l-akbar talba b'merti nfiniti) li noffru b'suffragju
ghal ruhhom.

Dan huwa x-xahar li laggaghna ma’ l-akbar realta tal-haj-
ja ta’ kull bniedem. Hija realta’ li jekk tigi mnezzgha mil-
gawwa tal-fidi fi Kristu Rxoxt issir realta’ tal-bizgha u twerwir.
Imma mgawwijin bil-fidi taghna fil-Mulej: Sid il-Hajjin u -Mej-
tin, issir realta’ ta’ Qawmien ghal Hajja Ahjar. Niftakru fil-mej-
tin taghna — dawk i darba kienu bhalna: dghajfin fost id-
dghajfin, midimbin fost il-midimbin — u niftakru 1i ahna lkoll
xi darba zgur insiru bhalhom — ghalhekk nahZznu minn issa
tezori ghall-Hajja ta’ dejjem.

II-Mulej Jaghtikom ls-Sliem.




[L-MEWT U L-IMMORTALITA’

Bhalma t-twelid huwa xi haga niegrali fil-hajja,
hekk hija l-mewt. l1zdat twel'd igib ferh u -mewt ig-
gib in-niket. lllum fs-soéjeta’ qieghda tipprova tinsa
¥ xi darba kull individwu li jezisti jrid i/mut. Nistghu
ntaw.u i-hajja permezz tal-mediéina ii qed jivvintaw
kuljum, izda qatt ilbniedem ma jists’ jeqred il-
mewt. Ahna bhal kul! annimal mhux razz onali ahina
destinati biex immutu. ll-mewt ma taghlix kaz jekk
m’intix 2gh'r jew kbir, famuz jew le, jekk intix hanin
u qgalbek tajba jew katt'v u zorr. lmewt m’ghan-
dhiex rispziti lejn hadd.

lzda hawn min jaf jiehu I-mewt bhala xi haga
ntegrali mal-hajja. Ghalfejn ghal ohrajn il-mewt hija
xi haga tqgila biex jacCettawha? Ir-risposta hija
din: “Hija diff:i¢li ghal hafna I-mewt biex jacéettaw-
ha ghax hija xi haga mhux fam iljari ghalihom. Ghal-
kemm dejjem nisimghu fugha izda qgatt jew ftit raj-
niha. Meta tmut xi persuna l-isptar, din il-persuna
mal-ewwe! inwarrbuha mis-sala tal-morda. Ta’ kul-
jum l-omm tindokra I-binha li ma jmurx iwegga’ jew
jiehu xi rih. Nahseb ikun ahjar ghal dik omm li
minbarra li tghin [il binha biex jehles minn kull pe-
riklu, tghinu wkoll biex jifhem li kulhadd irid imut;
u dan l-omm ghandha taghmlu minghajr ma tbezza’
u twerwer. Anke meta jmut xi hadd, nahseb li ahjar
ittfal jidraw jaraw il-mejtin biex ma jikbrux jibzghu
mill-mewt ... dan dejjem ghandu jsir b’taghlim sod
u car dwar il-nvewt fil-hajja tal-bniedem ... hija ferm
mehtieda l-edukazzjoni ghalt-mewt.

M’inhix nghid li meta wiehed jidra jaécetia |-
mewt mhux se jhoss il-biza’ u d-dwe’jag li ggib
maghha, ghax meta wiehed imut ifisser |i halla haj-
tu u dak koltu li kienet tigbor fiha ... inqata’ ghal
kollox minn dak li darba ke'lu ... tilef kollox. Imma
jekk nitghallmu nistennew il-mewt bhala xi habiba
u mhux bhala xi barranija, zgur li |-hajja taghna
tiehu xejra ferm ahjar. Hekk qalet lsawtrici tal-ktieb
“Death” ta’ Elisabeth Kiebler-Ross fuq reta nac-
cettaw il-mewt mill-qalb: ““then.we can also learn
to live our lives with meaning, with full apprecia-
tion of our finetiness, of the limits on our time
here”.

IL-MEWT: IL-PUNT TAL-MATURITA’
Kull m’ghamilt u kull ma taghmel issib il-milja
tieghu fil-mewt. Jekk ghandek ix-xorti gabel ma

Mariin Mamo, kapuééin

tmut issib ftit Zmien tahseb li se tmut, dan i-mum-
ent huwa ghalik ¢ans kbir ta’ maturita’. Ikollok I-
ahhar ¢zns issir veru dak li int. Iko'lox i¢-¢ans is-
sir iZ’ed uman. lzda m’ghandikx toqghod tistenna
sakemm il-mewt tkun waslet qrib biex taghmel dan.
:Ghathekk jekk nitghallmu niehdu l-mewt jew nitt-
rattaw il-mewt bhala ohtna, kif kien isejjhilha Mis-
sierna Ssn Frangdisk, nitghal'mu nghixu azhjar il-
hajja, u kul! persuna tagixxi kif suppost tagixxi ...
kulhzdd jitghzllem jaccetta lilu nnifsu kif inhu.

Jzkk tmutx zghir jew jekk tmutx kbir ftit jim-
porta. L-‘mportani hu li int ghext is-snin li kellek,
kellek kemm kellek. L-importanti hu li wiehed ighix
kull gurnata gisa dik hija l-ewwel u I-ahhar gurnata
ta’ hajtu. L-importanti hu li ssib paéi u sahha biex
tikkumbatti d-dizappunti li titaga’ magnhom fil-haj-
ja. Kemm hi sabiha li tinnota I-hajja gdida tar-Reb-
biegha; kemm hu sabih tlugh ix-xemx fil-ghodu u
nzulha fil-ghaxija. Kemm hi sabiha tbissima minn
persuna ohra. Kemm hi sabifa li tosserva tarbija
tikber.

Dan kollu jippreparana ghall-mewt. Ghax dawk
li ma jghixux il-hajja kif suppost ... dawk li dejjem
jippretendu izjed milli ghandhom ... dawk li ma
jafux fhobbu ... kif jifirhu ma’ l-ohrajn ... dawk i
ma jafux jiskopru s-sabih tal-hajja fis-semplicita’...
dawn huma dawk li jibzghu mill-mewt. Izda qatt
m’hu tard wisq biex wiehed jibda jghix u jikber ...
aktar milli jezisti u jixjieh.

l-protagonista ta’ l-opra letterarja ta’ Charles
Dickens: ‘Scrooge’ — huwa mera c¢ara ta’ dak i
ged inghid. Dan il-persunagg ghex hafna snin jit-
traskura Naitu. Ma nteressahx li jaghti sens u skop
lil hajtu, allura ma kellux imhabba. Izda gie zmien
meta rrealizza x’inhu l-ahjar. Li tikber huwa li tghix
u l-mewt hija l[-afifhar pass ta’ din il-hajja li tkun
ghext. Importanti li nhallu I-mewt tissieheb magh-
na ghax din hija f-qofol ta’ hajjitna.

Ahseb fuq il-mewt. Kemm hiejt hin u energija
tahseb fuq dak li thoss, dak li temmen, dak Ii titta-
ma u tibza fug lahhar mument ta’ hajtek? Kieku
jghidulek li se tmut issa, kont tbiddel xi iaga minn
hajtek? Hemm xi affarijiet li thoss Ii ghandek tagh-
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milhom gabel ma tmut? Mela jkun ged imut xi hadd
ghazz ghalik kif tkellmu? Ghalhekk /agbel li tagh-
mei dawn l-affarijiet illum, ghax meta jasal il-waqt,
iz-zmien tkun gasir wisq.

HSIBMIET ......

O Li tinsa li hemm il-mewt ifisser i tinsa li hemm
il-hiajja.

O Ilkmewt hi megjusa bhala opportunita’ li taghti
lok ghall-ewwel opportunita’ persunali.

O L-ebda bniedem m’ghandu esperjenza diretta
tal-mewt. Hadd ghadu ma ra I-mewt vera tieghu.
O Kull wiehed minna jrid jew ghandu jaccetta |-
mewt wahdu, u kull wiehed jiltaga’ mal-mewl dar-
ba biss.

IL-MUMENT TAL-MEWT

Meta wiehied jiehu dec¢izjoni dan jiehu z-zmien.
lzda bejn qabel u wara lmewt m’hemmx Hhin.
Hemm spazju bla hin. trridu nifhmu li -mewt hija
trasformazzjoni tal-hajja taghna, bla hin. Mela |-
mewt hija trasformazzjoni tal-hajja taghina, bla fiin.
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Mela I-mewt hija I-punt bejn zewg mumenti, bla eb-
da fin ta’ xein. Ladislaw Boros hekk ighid fug il-
mewt: “The mument of the soul’s ‘separating’ and
‘being separated’ thus coincide. The moment of
death when looked at from the subsequent con-
dition is the last moment of the preceding condi-
tion, when viswed from the preceding condition
the first moment of the succeeding condition”.
Hawn il-bniedem jiehu decizjonl. Fll-mewt lispirtu
jibga’ ghaddej izda I-gisem jieqaf. F’dan il-hin il
bniedem jaghraf lilu nnifsu.

ASPETT FILOSOFIKU

Heidegger ighid i I-bniedem irid ikun konxju
li hu finit u jrid imut. Jekk ma jaghmilx dan se jghix
hajja superfi¢jali minghajr impenn biex ighix hajja
ahiar. Dan galu wkoll il-filosofu Gabrie! Marcel.
Ghal kuntrarju, Spinosa jghid li -mewt hija l-ingas
haga ti ghandna nafisbu fugha. Il-mewt se tolgot lil
kulhadd personalment ghalhekk jekk tiffissa fugha
tista’ liddispra.

ASPETT RELIGJUZ

Jekk nirriflettu ftit il-kiieb. ‘The Confessions
of St. Augustine” naraw car x’inhi l-mewt. Santu
Wistin kellu habib ferm ghal qalbu izda wara marda
serja li giet fugu dan siehbu miet. Lil Santu Wisfin
din il-mewt gabitlu hafna solitudni u vojt fhajtu.
lzda |-gaddis ighid li maz-zmien stabar u beda jir-
rifletti fug dak id-dwejjaq Ii kellu. Miskin hu dak
iHbniedem 1i jorbot galbu mal-hwejjeg tad-dinja.
Fil-ktieb hekk hemm miktub 1i qgal Santu Wistin:
“That wretched life | held dearer than my friend”.
Huwa beda jirrifletti li ghalkemm ghadda mid-dwej-
jeq, ahjar li tghix milli tmut. Induna li beda jpoggi
nofs ruhu f'siehbu, allura meta miet siehbu, tilef
ukoll nofs ruhu. Ta’ dan talab skuza lilu nnifsu u
gal ‘I felt that my soul and his soul were one soul
in two bodies and therefore was my life a horror
to me, becauso | would not livo halved”.

Santu Wistin ghajjar lilu nnifsu ta’ dan iz-Zmien
ta’ niket li kellu meta ma sab serhan imkien hlief
filkbiki u d-dwejjaq. Hekk naghmiu ahna meta nitil-
fu lil xi hadd ghaziz ghalina. Inkunu ged inwarrbu
nofs hajjitna u npogguha f'dak Ii jkun miet. B’hekk
inkunu ged niehdu pjacir li nkunu ged ninfnew. Fil-
fatt, persuna i mia tridx tikkonsla tippossessa
ruhha bin-niket taghha. Dan jirrizulta li tiffissa fug
il-memoriji tal-persuna mejta.



1S-SBUHIJA TAL-HAJJA

Hija haga ta’ ferh jew ta’ dwejjaq i tghix il-
hajja? ll-hajja skond Fulton J. Sheen, hija dwejjag
jekk ‘ma naghtuhiex skop. Ir-rutina tal-hajja {tista’
ddejjaq il dak il-bniedem li ma jafx ighix il-hajja.

Meta l-bniedem ma jafx fejn hu sejjer, hajtu
ssir mimlija frustrazzjonijiet u dwejjaq. Mcta |-
bniedem m’ghandux skop, jibda jbiddel I-idejal
tieghu u biex jghatti dan I-zball isejjahlu progress.
Jekk il-bniedem m’ghandux punt ghalfejn jammira
ged jahli hajtu, dan nra jistax ighid i ged jaghmel
progress.

Nimmaginaw skultur gieghed jiskolpi xi haga,
u jigi mistogsi x’inhu jaghmel u dan ighid: “Ma
nafx, ghadni langas ghamilt pjan.” Hekk ikun ged
jaghmel dak il-bniedem bla skop. Meta I-hajja
m’ghandhiex skop hija ssir mimlija medjokrita’ u
niket. Issir pessimizmu wahidha. Niegsa mis-sahha
u I-paci. Stephen Vincent Bevet hekk ighid: “Life
is not lost by dying: Life is lost minute by minute,
day by dragging day, in all the thousand small un-
caring ways”-

Mhux il-hajja timla’ I-bniedem bil-frustrazzjoni-
jiet izda I-bniedem jimla’ I-hajja bil-frustrazzjonijiet.
Hawn min ighid i mdejjag ghax mhux mahbub: im-
ma [-verita’ hi li huwa mdejjag ghax mhux ged
ihobb.

Fi-Ingliz hemm proverbiu: “You need nine
months to make a man, and only a day ta’ kill him”’.
lzda jekk nogoghdu nirriflettu naraw li biex issir
bnicdecm mhux bizzejjed disa’ xhur kif ighid dan
ilproverbju izda trid ghomor shih. Meta mbaghad
ilfoniedem ikun lest, jigifieri ma bagaghlu xejn
x’'jaghmel izfed, imbaghad imut. Pero’ sakemm
ghadu haj il-bniedem ghadu mhux lest, dejjem jis-
ta’ jaghm el xi haga fid-dinja biex isir bniedem. Fil-
mewt imbaghad il-bniedem jilhaqg il-milja ta’ hajtu.
Hija esperjenza kif ighid Robert Nowell fil-ktieb
ktieb tieghu “What a modern Catholic believes
about death’, Ii I-mewt mhix xi haga li nistghu
nagsmuha bejnietna. Ghalkemm ahna maflugin
biex nghixu flimkien bhalma jghid Aristotle “man
is by nature a social animal”, izda I-mewt Zgur li ma
tobdix dan il-prinéipju. [l-mewt hija l-ewwel pass li
l-bniedem jaghmel wahdu kompletament, izda ja-
sal biex jaghmlu tajjeb skond kif ikun gie pprepa-
rat mill-kommunita’ fhajtu biex imur ighix fil-kom-
munita’ l-ohra fis-sema.

HSIBIJIET FUQ IL-MEWT

O IO x’rimors ghal waqgt il-mewt, mreta niftak-
ru 1i bosta avvizi u theddid mibghutin minn
Alla ma tajniex kont taghhom.

SALES

O Jekk irridu naghmlu mewta tajba u nsal-
vaw, hemm bzonn illi f"kull Zmien u f*kull post

inkunu nistennew il-mewt
S. BERNARD

O O bniedem ma tarax Ii inti trab u rmied?
ll~ghaliex tissuppervja?
" EKKLESJASTIKU

O Beati huma dawk li meta jigu biex imutuy,
ikunu ga meijtin ghal din id-dinja.
THEJJIJA GHALL-MEWT

O Li lkuxjenza tieghek Kkienet tajba, ma
kontx tibza’ wisq mill-mewt. U ahjar tibza mid-
dnubiet, milli mill-mewt.

O Jekk m'intix lest ghall-mewt illum, kif tista’
tkun lest ghada? Ghada ma tafx x‘ikun min-
nek u mbaghad taf jekk ghada jkunx tieghek?

O Qatt rajt min imut? Ftakar i int ukoll ghad
tghaddih dak il-pass.

O Hajtek ghandha tkun hekk i wagt mewtek
ikollok ghax tifrah milli ghax tibZa'.

O Eluf ta’ nies imutu zobtu ghax BIN IL-
BNIEDEM jigi ¥'hin 1i ma tkunx tobsor bih.
KEMPIS




Briedem “FRANGISKU”

Gheziez huti Frangiskani,

Tithmuni mill-ewwel li gieghed nikteb fuq San Frang'sk t'Assisi, dak i-gaddis i ghandna x-xorti
nsejhulu “Missierna”. B’hekk hu ghalina, Ghalliem, bhala frangiskani, kien hu wellidna bhala ulied I-
Ordni Serafiku tieghu.

1zda Ilum irridkom tgisu mieghi lill-Missierna Frangisku, bhala “I-bniedem Frangisku”. Ghaliex?
Ghaliex ahna lili-qaddisin deijem nimmaginawhom bhala “Superman” bhala esseri ta’ klassi superju-
ri ghal dik taghna I-bnedmin; waqt li fir-rejalta’ mhumiex hekk.

iFir-realta huma esseri umani bhalna; tnisstu  bhalna, tnehhi xi eécezzjonijiet zghar, trabbew
bhalna, hafna drabi hadu l-istess trobbija urana, umhux dejjem, a:menu ghall-bidu, saru wisq ahjar
minna.

Ma nizbaljawx ghalthekk meta nghidu il-‘Bniedem Frangisku’ u “ix-xebba Klara.

Fein spikkaw aktar minna kien fil-mod spe¢jali li bih u fih ipprattikaw il-virtu’ soprannaturali u
libbsu ghathekk b’din il-grazzja kull hidma umana taghhom.

Niehdu lil San Frangisk missierna. Kien bniedem bhalna. Kien zaghzugh allegru u brijjuz bhaz-
zghazagh ta’ zmienna. Kien ukoll jaf idoqq il-mandolina taht it-tieqa ta’ xi wahda grazzjuza, bhalma
kient Klara. Kien bnieden: perfett. Wisq izjed fl-imhabba li kellu lejn l-annimali u I-hlejiag kollha. Tant
li I-Pzpa prezenti ddikjarah ‘Patrun ta’ I-Ekologija” tal-holgien kollu.

Ukoll fit-testment tieghu kien bniedem perfett. Ma felahx joqghod ghall-Konéilju Lateranensi 1V, li
kien ipprojbixxa Ordnijiet Religiuzi godda u waqqgaf tlieta ghax hass il-b7onn taghhom. Ma felahx
jogghod ma jippriedkax fil-pjazez u fit-toroq u beda jippriedka kullimkien ghax hass tassew il-bzonn
tal-Kelma t'Alla. Ma felahx jara konfuzjoni ta’ kotba Spiritwali u ghazel biss il-Vangelu. Fafna kienu
dawk li ghaddewh bhala mignun jew inkella bhala rivoluzzjonarju. lzda l-bniedem Frangisku ma kicnx
hekk; kien deciz mill-volonta’ t'Alla li ssigillah bil-pjagi ta’ Ibnu u baga’ miexi dritt firriformi tieghu
u ku!l ma hu uman, libbsu bil-grazzja soprannaturali u sar “San Frangisk’ b’sottomissjoni shiha ghall-
Papa u ghall-Knisja mibnija fug I-Evangelju.

[-Bniedem Frangisku sar ““l-izied qaddis fost il-gaddisin Taljani.” Din hija lezzjoni kbira ghalina.
Bhal San Frangisk missierna nkunu bnedmin perfetti basta nlibbsu kollox bil-grazzja t'Alla u nkunu
skrupluzi fl-osservanza ta’ -Evangelju, kif tispJegahulna Ommna I-Knisja Mqaddsa bil-Magisteru Divin
taghha. :

iInselimilkom bix-xewga ta’ Paéi u Gid lil Kulhadd.

Hukom fSan Frangisk
Patri Feliéjan Bilocca
Kapuééin Ass. Prov. O.F.S.
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Kumment fer-Regula ta’

[-Ordmni

Framgiskan Sekulari

[L-VALUR TAX-XOGHOL

Test: “Igisu x-xoghol bhala don u bhala sehem
mill-holgien” art. 16).
Riflessjonijiet:—

1. Id-don huwa rigal sabieh. Juri l-imhabba
ta’ min jaghti lejn min jir¢ievi. Juri fmin jaghti
rieda ta’ relazzjonijiet tajba ma’ min jircievi. Ix-
xogho! ghalhekk huwa holga li tghaqgqad lil wiehed
ma’ l-iehor.

Dan napplikawh ghalina u ghal Alla. |d-don |i
nahdmu tahulna Alla. Mela hu bilfors fih innifsu taj-
jeb, bhala ggj minn Alla. Dan narah mill-kostituzz-
‘oni li biha ffurmana Alla meta halagna. ttatagna
gabra fa’ fakultajiet u ta’ strumenti. Tana l-intellett,
biex infasslu, nippjanaw x'naghmiu u rra naghmlux.
Tana l-volonta’ libera, biex naghzlu jew nacéettaw
dak li nkunu fassalna ahna jew fassal haddiehor,
izda li ahna naécettaw ghax irridu ahna.

imbaghad imlielna gisimna b'varjeta’ ta’ stru-
menti u ghodda ta’ I-ghageb: ghajnejna, widnejna,
halqna, riglejna, organi u membri esterni u ntemi,
li kollha ghandhom is-sehem taghhom fix-xoghol li
niddeciedu li rridu naghmiu.

2. Minn hawn jigi d-dritt u d-dmir {i nahdmu.
La Alla halagna haddiema, iridna nahdmu. Ta’ in-
finitament gharef li hu, Alla ra halag u ma tana xejn
ghal xejn. La tana l-ghodda mehtieg ghax-xoghol,
iridna nahdmu. Jekk ma nahdmux tort taghna, in-
kunu geghdin immorru kontra r-rieda mgaddsa
Tieghu. Jekk immorru kontra r-rieda Tieghu billi
ma nahdmux, nongsu u nkunu ahna stess li nippro-

vakaw il-gustizzja Tieghu, biex jikkastigana bhalma
jippremjana meta nahdmu.

Minn hawn jigi d-dritt li hadd ma j¢ahhadna
mix-xogho', hadd ma jfixkilna fih u 1i ma nkunux
rispettati bhala haddiema, ikun Xikun ix-xoghol
taghna. Ghaliex kif jghallem tajjeb hafna [-Papa li
ghandna fl-enciklika “LABOREM EXERCENS",
mhux ix-xoghol jinnobilita’ l-bniedem, izda l-bnie-
dam jinnobilita’ x-xoghol: “l-eghmil huwa skond
min jaghmiu”.

Izda niftakru li mad-driit li ghandna li hadd ma
jcahhadna mix-xoghol, ghandna wkoll id-dmir i
nahdmru: ma nistghux naharbu u niskartaw ix-
xoghol bla ragunijiet serji. San Pawl jhedded i
“min ma jahdimx, m’ghandux dritt jiekol” (2 Tes-
salonikin, 3, 10).

Nahdmu ghalhekk, kif iridna naghmiu Alla:
kuhadd skond il-vokazzioni tieghu, biex flimkien
nizviluppaw id-dinja skond il-pjan etern t'Alla. San
Frangisk hass li kellu jdahhal ix-xoghol fir-regula
tal-Patrijiet tieghu u kien ikecé¢i lill-ghazzenin bhala
“dubbien’ i jrid ighix minn demm haddiehor!
Nahdmu.

Home-Work — Naraw sewwa x'inhu x-xoghol
taghna u nwetquh tajjeb bhala dmir. Mhemmx eta’
u skuzi ohra "“Sakemm ghandna z-zmien, nahdmu™.
Dan hu t-taghlim ta’ San Pawl, li tieghu l-ikbar ez-
empju kien Gesu’ Kristu, IBEN [L-MASTRUDAXXA
TA’ NAZARET.
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] IL-PAGNA TAL-MISSJONI U L-MISSJUNARJI
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THE FIRST BISHOP
FOR THE LATEST DIOCES

It all began to relieve the burden of work of
two Dioceses: Meru and Mombasa. It sprang from
vast desolate land, thinly populated. it was shrug-
ged. It was reviled. It was a remnant of a vast
country fastly developing.

Today it seems to have reached its peak. Many
missionaries boast that at some tire or other they
have “visited” Garissa.

Dramatic dovelopments in somi-dosort land at
tracted the attention of civil and ecclesiastical
authorities. Where before there was only acacia
shrub land, today you see whole towns abuilding.
Many new people settled and cultivated the land.
Just one example is Bura, where a million people
are expected ic settle.

Despite the wide diversity of peoplein the
area, Catholicism seems to unite one and all.
Christ, centre of unity, attracts people by their
thousand. Sunday services attract full church con-
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gregations -

Exactly ten years after the first Capuchins,
under the leadership of Fr. Leo White arrived in
the North Eastern Province, Church Authorities
saw that Garissa Mission is mature enough to be
declared a Diocese.

THE DECLARATION

When the first hints of declaration of Diocese
reached us, many reacted with trepidation. Are we
really prepared? Can we .cope? Despite visible
achievements, some had reservations about how
well we can work in such a status. But most took
the challenge serlously, as when flrst we were of
fered the mission. What wultimately sustains all
forn's of our activity is a complete trust in God
with the inherent appeal of the franciscan ideolo-
gy of making man aware of his responsibilities, and
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elevated to his human dignity. We are people’s
priests. We are corniscious of it and most important
(or relevant?) considered as such.

The reality that after years of christian testi-
mony, there are still so many injustices around us
and so much more work o be done can probably
be paraphrased from Chesterton to the effect that
Christianity has not failed but it has riot been tried
by the multitudes. Recognition of the factual needs
and responsibilities will continue to spur us to
strive harder to witnass Christian love.

iMPORTANT DATES

— Letter of nomination and declaration of Garissa
Diocese is dated 3rd February 1984.

— Pub'lic Promulgation was on 24th March,

— Consegration of Mgr Paul Darmanin as Bishop
on 3rd June in Malta,

— Installation in Garissa on 26th August.

SPIRITUAL PREPARATION FOR THE
CEREMONY

We knew it would happen. And it happened!
Astonishing how people were caught in the enthus-
iasm despite the diversity of tribes, tongues and
origins. The hearts of many really leapt with joy. A
sense of pride could be felt. People in their sim-
plicity offered advice and help.

First prayers were asked. Garissa Parish,
centre of the new Diocese organised prayer vigils.
In June the Secular Franciscan Order was estab-
lished to foster the franciscan spirit. Our Francis-
can Aspirants had several day long adorations be-
fore the Blessed Sacrament. The Sisters of St. Jo-
seph of Tarbes organised a night vigil. Wajir Cen-
tre for the Handicapped had several special nights
of prayer. Other mission stations organised Hours
of Adoration. This was all in response to the circu-
lar letter issued by the Pro-Vicar, Fr. Crispin
Tabone.

MATERIAL PREPARATION

Meetings were held o organise the installation
ceremony. Fr. Crispin was the overall co-ordinator.
Fr. Maurice Cassar was in charge of Material pre-
paration; Fr. Pelagio Bilocca of Liturgical arrange-
ments. Invitations were sent to many prominent
people and friends of the mission.

THE STAGE IS SET

The Choirs of Garisse and Modogo joined
forces and begun rehearsals for the solemn occa-
sion.

The Ma'tese lay missionaries and Sisters came
in advance to help in the myriads of chores to be
done.

The Indian Sisters were also in full force and
were literally overworking themselves to cope with
all the eventualities or situations. As these Sis-
ters are nearest to the bust station, everyone who
came to Garissa first called at their house, then
directed these to the various accommodations, as
their house was m-ore than overcrowded.

The two British lay volunteers from VMM work-
ed day and night to keep things moving. They fin-
ished just on time to have everything set.

Seeing so much activity, local civil authorities
could not help but be caught in the atmosfere and
come forward with offers of help.

The Sunday before the actual installation a
general meeting was called; many who frequent
the church on rare occasions were present. Even
the highest authorities did not mind to mingle with
the wananchi and compete with them in generosity,
The chief of Police offered a house for accommo-
dating Bishops, though later it was agreed to be
used by Sisters. Afterwards the comment was that
it was like a five star hotel. A nurses house was
offered in the hospital compound, and occupied
by the African Sisters. Mr. Barnabas Susa, chair-
man of the Parish Council, was a source of inspira-
tion for help and organisation. Women came with
the offer to prepare the meal for after the mass;
and what a meal it was, as each and everyone who
attended the mass was expected to stay for food.

Two huge tents were erected inside the church
compound. One was to shelter the VIPs during
welcoming ceremonies, the other for any emer-
gency.

THE EVE

The Cardinal of Nairobi, Maurice Otunga, ar-
rived by plane the evening of the 25th, accompa-
nied by a representative of the Bishop of Mombasa.
He was welcomed at the airstrip by the new
Bishop, Mgr. Paul Darmanin, local authorities and
others. Three land rovers of the P.C. were at the
disposai of the organising committee. A special
gscort of police occupied one; Mass Media an-
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other. Priests, Sisters and lay missionaries cram-
med whatever vehicle was available, The drive
from the airport was a noisy one as car horns and
a siren clanged continuously. In the meantime pa-
rish representatives from other mission stations
began arriving. They were accommodated in the
dormitories of two government secondary schools.

THE BIG DAY

And the expected day arrived. Peop'e began
to pack the Church from seven o'clock in the
morning, although the ceremony itself was not ex-
pected to start before ten o’'clock.

The Papa Pro-Nuncio arrived by plane early
morning accompanied by the Bishop of Lodwar,
Mgr John Mahon and some other represaentatives
of Bishops; another small plane brought other
members of religious Orders.

It happenad that other important meetings
were being held, some in Garnissa itself and thus
it added to the mixture. Some were unavoidably
absent but were represented by their deputies, like
the P.C.; the Chief of Police etc.

The ceremony proper began at ten o’clock. A
roll of drums fol'owed by a big acclamation by the
people marked the opening. Six little girls, dressed
in white, danced their way to the main door to
welcom-e the new Bishop, showering flower petals
on all present. In the meantime the Gardinal, who
was the main celebrant was proceeding together
with the other concelebrants from another direc-
tion to the main door. The new Bishop, Mgr. Paul
Darmanin was surrounded by the six little cherubs
and accompanied to the main altar. A!l the church
was singing and clapping to an appropriate hymn:
“All ye peoples rejoice and clapp;”

THE MASS

Religious Orders sent many representatives
to participate in the concelebration. Prominent
were the Consolata Frs, the Jesuits, Holy Ghost
Frs, Kiltegan; Marynokk. All the Capuchins, at
present in Kenya were present. The Capuchin As-
pirants were doing the altar services. Our separat-
ed Christian brothers sent a sizeable representa-
tion with their respective Pastors, who from weeks
ahead were somehow looking forward to it.

The mass was of the Holy Spirit.

The Homily delivered by the Cardinal of Nai-
robi was full of praise for the Capuchin M’ssionary
work in Garissa. He said that the purpose of to-
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Mgr. Paul/Darmanin together with Cardinal Maurice
Ottunga.

days’ meeting is to give Garissa their Bishop. So
he introduced Mgr. Paul Darmanin to the people.
He mentioned that the Capuchins are from Malta,
the island of Saint Paul where fajth is strong.
Bishop Paul, from the island of St. Paul, coming
now to Garissa as an apostle of the Lord.

The prayer of the Faithful was read by repres-
entaiives from the various tribes in the new
diocese,

Then the offerings from the people. Each and
gveryone presented his own gifts to the main cele-
brants. One of the first offerings was a live lamb,
presented by the Chief of Didab, a village near
Garissa. People came forward with all kinds of
goods; maize, rice, fruit and vegetables. Women
carried their offerings in the traditional way: on

their heads in decorative baskets. It was a really’

colourful and significant offertory, with the choir
singing their hsart out.

THE INSTALLATION

When the mass was nearing its normal com-
pletion, the “Veni Creator” was sung with all pre-
acnt kneceling. After the hymn  was finished the
Pro Nuncio gave a few words of encouragement
and explanat'on. He was inr'mediately followed by
Fr. Crispin who read the Apostolic Letter of erec-
tion of Diocese, in Latin, to be followed immed-
jately by Fr. Pelagic who read the same in Swahili.

The Parish Council of Garissa wanted to give
as present the simple cathedra to their new Bishop,
and here they were on the altar to present their
gift. As soon as this special chair was put in place,
Mons. Darmanin was led by the Cardinal and the
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Pro Nuncio to take his seat. A big ovation greeted
this solemn moment. The Cardinal and the Nuncio
presented the new Diocesan Bishop with the
Crosier as a sign of his Office and of the duties
this Office brings upon him.

While the priests of Garissa Diocese were
kneeling to their new Bishop, the faithful proceed-
ed to the throne to congratulate him, and the Car-
dinal with the other Bishops, was signing the
proper documents on the altar; copies of which
will ba sent to the Holy Father, the Pro-Nuncio,
and another copy kept in the archives of this new
Diocese.

Many pzople crowded to come and receive
the sign of peace from their bishop but as the
crowd was big it had to be limited to a few repre-
sentatives.

Immediately the Installation ceremony was
finished, the National Anthem was sung followad
by the closing prayers of the Mzss. The final bene-
diction was given by the bishops together.

Here everybody sat again to listen to the var-
ious speeches given by all the prominent people
present. First to speak was the Pro-Nuncio; then
the Cardinal followed by the Bishops and the rep-
resentatives ofthe various religious Orders, male
and female. Fr. Francis Baldacchino read the let-
ter of congratulations from the Father Provincial
of Malia, and then he himself said a few words as
Superior Regular of Garissa Mission. Civil Autho-
rities also had something to say for the occasion.

The final procession from the altar was accom-
panisd by ‘‘vigelegale”, a big acclamation by the
who'e congregation especially by women. While
the procession was winding its way slowly through
the church, the congregation was led by Mr Susa
in another sort of local welcome. Saying a few

words al a lims, the congregallon replies with clap-
ping three times and pounding their feet on the
ground. This went on till all left the altar.

REFRESHMENTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Although everybody was bone tired, (it was
late afternon) we proceeded to the new Parish
Hall where a nreal was served to all the prominent
gussts. As the hall could not contain all those

present, all the others stayed out to have their
meals served there. This was followed by more en-
tertainment from local dancers and also a small
local youth group who paraded as a band of
soldiers.

As Mgr Darmanin most appropriately said in
his final speach, this was a feast day, but the days
following will be days of work, hard work.

Quoting St. Augustine he continued: “When
| remember that | am your Bishop it frightens me;
but when | remember that | am a Christian like you,
| rejoice. Being a Bishop is a great call, being
Christian is a grace from God. The first is a danger,
the second is Salvation. Therefore, | prefer fo be
redeemed together with you than to be put over
you; | shall be your servant as Christ himself com-
manded us.”

Asking for the cooperation of one and all, he
gave his Apostolic Blessing.

Fr. Pelag’o Bilocca, O.F.M. Cap.
Garissa — Kenya.
August, 1984
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Qaddisin ta’ [-Ordni

F?rangis:kan Kapuccin

BERNARD MINN
OFFIDA
BEATU KAPUCCIN

Gwido Scicluna, kapuééin

12

Bernard iben ta’ Monica u Guzeppi Peroni,
twieled fis-7 ta’ Novembru 1604 fir-rahal ¢kejken ta’
Villa d’Appiniano qrib il-belt ta’ Offida. Fil-magh-
mudija gie moghti filu l-isem ta’Duminku.

Bilkemm kien ghalag 7 snin meta Duminku be-
da jaghti sehemu fix-xoghol ghall-ghejxien tal-
familja.

L-ghaxga tieghu meta kien imissu jiehu I-m-er-
hla tan-naghag fil-hdura tax-xaghri jew fuq I-ghol-
jiet. Hemm fis-skiet talkampanija, jiffissa harstu
fuq l<immagini tal-Madonna li mieghu flimkien mal-
hobz kien dejjem igorr u jaghmel talbiet twal.

Meta kiber ftit iehor beda jagbad lNimghazqa
u |-mofiriet jahdem l-eghlieqi ta’ missieru, filwaqt li
jissanhah dejjen: fil-virtu'.

Fost il-knejjes li Duminku ffrekwenta, insibu
dik tal-kapuc¢ini fejn kien igarrab hafna ferh jilta-
ga’ mal-patrijiet, maghhom jithaddet u jisma’ her-
gan dwar il-hajja ta’ talb u hidma li kienu wettqu.
Bil-mod il-mod fil-galb ta’ Duminku bdiet titnissel
xewga biex ikun wiehied minnhom, izda din ix-xew-
ga halliha mohbija f'galbu sa ma kellu 22 sena.

Duminku ddec¢ieda li jinghagad ma’ I-Ahiwa
Kapuc¢éini talab il-barka ta’ ommu u ta’ missieru
w irhielha lejn il-kunvent. Is-superjur laqghu bil-ferh
u ma damx biex jibda s-sena tal-prova. Imlibbes ié-
¢oqqa kapucdéina lilu gie moghti  l-isem ta’ FRA
BERNARD. ,

Fra Bernard millbidunett tan-novizzjat tieghu
ta prova bizzejjed ta’ hajja qaddisa w ezemplari.
Appena temm is-sena tal-prova u wieghed lil Alla
li jhares ir-Regula Serafika gie destinat biex jitlaqg
ghad-Dar ma’ [-Ahwa ta’ Permo jaqgdi d-dmirijiet
skond il-htiega, bhala kok, ighin lill-Ahwa morda,
purtinar, gardinar jew bil-horga fuq spalitu jhabbat
bieb bieb jigbor il-karita ghall-ghejxien tal-Ahwa,
Mistogsi t-twajjeb Fratell Lajk kif seta’ jaghtiha
ghall-hajja nterjuri u dagstant gaddisa, fit-talb u I-
penitenza, fost tant tahbit u okkupazzjonijiet ordi-
narji tal-hajja, wiegeb: “ll-htiega bla ma taqgta’ fi-im-
habba ta’ Alla, ghaliex huwa halagna (ghaliH hiex
inservuH u nfiobbuH”.

.Ghalheldk it twajjob Fra tant mota jlcun fil-kéina
jew fil-gnien kemm meta jkun filkknisja, hsibiiietu
kienu dejjem merfughin lejn il-Mulej.

Fra Bernard kien rispettatt mill-Ahwa kolha u
ttwissijiet tieghu dejiem gew apprezzati u mil-
qughin bil-galb. Qatt ma nstemghet il-vuci tieghu
jekk mhux ghax kien imgieghe! mill-htiega. is-silen-
zju ghalih kien prezzjuz izjed mill-gawhar. Anzi biex
izjed izomm ruhu hieles minn kull distrazzjoni, ir-
nexxielu jwagqaf ghorfa fil-gnien talkunvent fein
kien ighaddi waqtiet twal mitluf fit-talb bla ma jfit-
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tex la ikel langas irgad jekk ma jmorrux ghalih.

Fil-knisja harstu dejjem merfugha lejn it-taber-
nakiu jrodd fohria lil Gesu’ fl-Ewkaristija. L-imhab-
ba kbira li ttwajjeb fratell kellu lejn il-Mulej wass-
litu biex ihenn ghal kull min kien fil-bzonn.

Muwa ghex ghall-ohrajn, mehdi jhabrek biex
kulhadd ighix fil-grazzja ta’ Alla, hekk jum jew iehor
ilkoll jigu milqughin fil-ferh tas-sema.

Fra Bernard maghruf bhala appostiu tal-paéi fi
hdan il-familji, ghaggad mill-gdid bosta zwigijiet,
wettaq diversi medjazzjonijiet bejn eghdewwa an-
tiki, ressaghom ghal ftehim de'jiemi. Din il-hidma
fejjizda ta’ sliem baga’ jwettagha sa l-ahhar jiem
ta’ hajtu.

Minn fuq is-sodda tal-mewt tieghu Fra Bernard
issokkta jwassal il-messagg ghat-tigdid tal-genituri
biex dejjem irabbu l-uliedhom skond it-twemmin
nisrani, jharsu l-kmandamenti ta’ Alla u d-dmirijiet
ta' l-istat taghhom. Liz-zghar kien jishaq maghhom
biex jibgghu fidili fil-harsien tal-virtu’ u l-imhabba
ta’ Alla billi jaharbu kull tfixkil ta’ Satana.

iLill-Ahwa tad-Dar tieghu jaghmlilhom kuragg
ghali-osservanza ezatta tar-Regula u gatt ma jong-
su jaghtu ghajnuna lill-fgar u l-morda. Dawn il-
morda u I-fgar [i maghhom it-twajjeb Bernard kien
jiltaga’ minn kull fejn kien ighaddi, kif ukoll dawk
Ii mill-boghod jew mill-grib jigu jhabbtu I-bieb tal-
kunvent, fih dejjer: sabu -farag, I-ghajnuna, I-hnie-
na, i-feigan fruhhom u f'gisimhom gabel ma jmor-
ru lura ferfhanin mill-gdid bil-barka tieghu. ll-kam-
piena tal-bieb ghalih kienet il-vuéi ta’ Alla, il-prov-
videnza tas-Sema qgatt ma nagset li jibghat lillfogra
b'idsjhom vojta. Gharaf wisq tajjeb Fra Bernard,
ihares l-ldejal Serafiku u jgieghdu fil-prattika tul
hajtu kollha.

Ghadda hajja tassew biezla fil-gadi tal-proxxmu
tant i din il-hidma qarrbitu dejjem izjed lejn Alla
fl-imhabba.

Fost l-opri tal-hniena mwettgin minnu, gatt
ma naqgas li jzur il-kalzrati, jimlihom bil-kuragg -u
jheggighom ghal hajja ahjar. {l-morda tal-Kunvent
tieghu dejjem sabu fih is-Samaritan tal-Evangelju,

maghhom jagsan: is-sofferenzi, lilhom jimla bit-

tama fil-hiniena ta’ Alla.

Imgadded biz-zmien u I-gadi ta’ dmirijietu, beda
jhejji ruhu ghall-ahhar vjagg biex ifittex jiltaga’ ma’
Alla. Marda qasira tefghetu f'giegh ta’ sodda sa
ma temmitlu hajtu minn wi¢c [-art. Imsahhah bl-ah-
har sagramenti wara li talab il-barka tas-Superijur,
mat-tbexbix tal-ghodwa tat-22 ta’ Awissu 1694, ruhu
ttajret lejn il-belt eterna biex igawdi I-Mulej #i tant
habb f'din id-dinja.

It-twajjeb Fra Bernard minn Offida gie beatifi-
kat mill-Papa Piju VI fil-25 ta’ Mejju 1795.

L8 BLE A8 8 Kg &g A8 28 K8 K8

INSIRU  QADDISIN

Nixtieq insir gaddis...

Kif naghmel...?

Gesu’ kien qal:

Biex nidhlu fis-saltna tas-sema
Hemm bzonn |i nsiru bhat-tfal.
lzda n-nies meta jghidulek: “int tifel”.
Tfisser ghadek immatur.

Forsi biex issir gaddis...

Trid tkun #rmatur...?

LE.

Bosta huma l-qaddisin

‘ti kienu maturi u ghorrief.

Mela: ‘issiru bhat-tfal’ xi tfisser?

Tkun sempli¢i, umli u tghix fl-imhabba
Ghaliex Kristu stess galilna:

It+-twettiq tal-ligi gieghed filli nharsu
L-AQWA KMANDAMENT:

Hobb ’I Alla b’qalbek kollha, bil-menti tieghek
koltha wu bilforzi tieghek kollha.

Htienl Jixbhu: hobb il huk bhalek innifsek’.
Mela biex issir qaddis

Xejn m’hemm bzonn

Hlief:

LI THOBB VERAMENT

Taddew Schembri, kapuccin
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PATR

JU TAL-PJAGI

U S-“SALVIFICI DOLORIS”

Fi Frar ta’ din is-sena, |-Papa Gwanni Pawlu
II, ippubblika [-ittra Apostolika tieghu ““Salvifici Do-
loris” li tittretta fuq it-Thatija fil-hajja tal-bniedem.
Din Il-ittra, [-Papa kitibha wara l-esperjenza tieghu
personali fl-isptar wara |i gie ferut minn xi tiri ta’
pistola fi Pjazza San Pietru fil-Vatikan. Din I-ittra
Apostolika tfakkarni f'Patri Piju tal-Pjagi |i fSet-
tembru fakkarna s-sittax = anniversarju mill-
mewt tieghu. Zgur li t-tbatiia fil-hajja ta’ dan is-saé-
erdot kapuécin kienet mezz ta’ qdusija u ghalhekk
ma tistax tifred it-tbatija mill-hajja tieghu. Hu gharaf
ibaii ghal Kristu u ma’ Kristu. Meta jithaddet mill-
aspett tat-tbatija, il-Papa fl-ittra Apostolika tieghu
jistgarr li, “Ir-Redentur sofra mal-bniedem, sofra
flok il-bniedem u sofra ghall-bniedem. Kull Bniedem
huwa msejjah biex jagsam mit-tbatijiet li -Redentur
ghadda minnhom. Ghathekk issa kull bniedem per-
mezz tattbatijiet tieghu gieghed jidhol f'sehem mr al-
gawwa redentiva mwettga minn Kristu.”

Patri Piju gharaf li huwa wkoll huwa msejjah
biex ibati ghal Kristu ghax hu kien jaf li ‘Bhalma
joktru fina s-sofferenzi ta’ Kristu, hekk ukoll per-
mezz ta’ Kristu joktor fina |-farag’ (2 Kor. 1,5).

Sa minn meta kien ghadu zghir, Patri Piju kien
jara kif se jivvinta biex ibati xi ftit ghal Kristu. Nag-
raw fil hajja tieghu li spiss kien jaghzel li jorqod
ma’ l-art u juza gebla flok imhadda u ma kienx jor-
qod fuq is-sodda li kienet thejjilu ommu. Huwa kien
ibati hafna minn deni gawwi li kien jafikmu ta’ spiss.
F'dawn i¢-éirkustanzi- mhux l-ewwel darba li t-tem-
peratura tad-deni kienet tinkiser.

B'danakotlu f'Fidi kbira qatt ma naqgas li jfah-
har 'l Alla u jitolbu biex ighinu. Ta’ spiss Patri Piju
kien jigi attakkat mix-xitan, spec¢jalment wara i da-
hal il-kkunvent. Ta’ spiss shabu I-Patrijiet kienu jsi-
buh imbengel wara xi attakk mix-xitan. 1zda Patri
Piju gharaf li quddiem it-tbatija hemm bzonn ta’
aktar gawwa tal-qalb (b’'mod morali) jigifieri Kur-
agg li jfarrak il-biza’ u I-Qawwa tal-Fidi. Dawn iz-
zewg ‘Requirements’ geghdin ukoll imrnizzlin fl-it-
tra tal-Papa.

Patri Piju gharaf sewwa dak li -Papa Gwanni
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minn Martin Micallef Kapuééin

Pawlu Il, ftit tas-snin wara hajtu kellu jikteb fdin
ittra Apostolika, jigifieri li “r-Redenzjoni taghna
giet mitmuma permezz tat-tbatija ta’ Kristu fuq is-
salib u li din hija t-trig ta’ kull bniedem fil-Knisja.
F'din ittrig il-Knisja tiltaga’ mal-bniedem, [I-Knisja
li twieldet fuq is-salib hija msejha biex tghix is-Sa-
lib u tiltaga’ mal-bniedem imtaqqal bis-salib tieghu
ta’ kuljum.”

[-Meditazzjoni ta’ Patri Piju kienet tilhaq il-
milja taghha quddiem il-Kuréifiss. Hu kien ighid |i
“Kull nisrani m’ghandux ihalli gurnata tghaddi nin-
ghajr ma jimmedita fuq il-Passjoni ta’ Gesu’ Kristu”'.
Fi xbicha ta’ Gesu’ msallab Patri Piju kien jilmah I-
agwa espressioni ta’ mhabba u kien jiftakar fi kliem
Kristu meta gal: “M’hemmx imhabba akbar minn
din li wiehed jaghti hajtu ghal haddiehor.” Patri
Piju gharaf sewwa li “Kristu nteressa ruhiu mit-tbati-
jiet tad-dinja biex hadhom kollha fuqu — ghamel
esperjenza taghhon — u dan kollu ghamlu ‘“‘Biex
il-bniedem ma jintilifx” (parti mill-ittra apostolika).

Kien proprju 1120 ta’ Settembru, 1918 meta
Patri Piju waqt li kien gieghed jitlob «quddiem il
Kurcifiss Kbir tal-Kor Ii hemm f'San Giovanni Rot-
ondo, (il-post li fih kien ighix Patri Piju) iréieva I-
Pjagi.

Dan kien ifisser li kellu I-hames pjagi ta’ Kristu;
tnejn fidejh, tnejn f'sagajh u wahda fil-kustat.
B’hekk Piju seta jghid ma' San Pawl: “Jiena issa
NIFRAH bit-tbatiiiet tieghi minfhabba fikom, ghaliex
jiena ntemm f'grsmi dak li jongosni mit-tbatijiel ta’
Kristu ghall-Gisernr tieghu li hu I-Knisja.” (Kol. 1,
24). Dan id-diskors huwa wkoll parti mill-introduzz-
joni ta’ I-lttra Apostolika tal-Papa. Fih nisimghu lil
San Pawl ighid li gieghed ihossu ferhan. Dan il-ferh
jigi mill-iskoperta tat-tifsir tat-tbatija fl-aspett sal-
vifiku taghha.

Fil-kaz ta’ Patri Piju -pjagi gew ezaminati minn
hafna professuri u saru hafna ezamijiet medi¢i fug
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il-pjagi li kienu jnixxu ta' spiss. Fl-ahhar il-profes-
suri waslu biex ikkonkludew li I-pjagi ma setghux
jigu mfissrin ghax din ma hi xejn hlief haga i gejja
minn Alla. Ghall-bidu |-Knisja ma sc<tghetx tnizzel
din il-bi¢¢a tal-pjagi. Hekk fi zmien il-Papa Piiu XI,
Alia ried jipprova lil Patri Piju b’mod iebes hafna.

Barra tbatijiet kbar li kien gieghed igarrab
minhabba lugisgh talpjagi, Patri Piju kien se
jkompli jbati minhabba l-oppozizzjon! li kienet ss
tigi min-naha tal-Knisia. L-awtoritajiet tai-Knisja
ghamiu kull ma setghux biex jaraw jekk Patri Piju
kienx tassew bnicdem t'Alla, Wara hafna nvestig-
azzjonijiet 1i saru, is-Santa Szde ddikjarat i f'Patri
Piju ma hemm xejn straordinarju u Ordnat i Hadd
m’ghandu jitressaq lejh. L-aktar haga iebsa li kellu
dan id-digrist li wasal minn Ruma fit-13 ta’ Mejju,
1931, kien li Patri Piju gie IPPROJBIT LI JQADDES
QUDDIES FIL-PUBBLIKU JEW LI JQARAR XI NIES
JEW PATRIJIET. Patri Piju bata hafna f'dan iz-
zmieri, izda huwa xorta wahda ma hadhiex kontra
I-Knisaj.

Huwa kien ighid: “L-ld tal-Knisja hija gentili
hafna, wkoll meta ssawwatna, ghaliex hija I-id ta’
Ommna” u wkoll “Ir-restrizzjoni‘iet tal-Knisja hum a
refug;u ghalija, li kieku I-Knisja Mgaddsa ma kinitx
warajja bl-mhabba taghha, aktarx li kont nersaq
f'bahar ta’ dubji, jew kont inkun indifferenti hafna
ghas-salvazzjoni ta’ l-erwieh.”

FI-1933 b’talba tal-Papa Piju XI, gie ordnat li
jsir ezami kattolikn, fuq il-kaz ta’ Patri Piju. Wara
dan l-ezami I-Papa nnifsu ma gghadx jahsibha biex
ighid, li dawk i kelthom post oghli fi-Knisja, kienu
hadu zball kbir. ll-Papa ried ukoll i jiskuza rufiu u
jiddikjara lil Patri Piju bhala Bniedem t'Alla u ghal-
hekk ghandu jigi rrispettat minn kulhadd. Dan id-
d'skors tal-Papa Pilu X| gabel perfettament mad-
diskors [i hemm miktub fl-ittra Apostolika tal-Papa
Gwanni Pawlu Il, “It-Tbatija Urrana tgangal kom-
passioni — tqanqal rispett — u fl-istess Rin hija
timmansa lill-bniedem.”

Patri Piju kien ilu jbati mill-pjagi tmien snin
shah gabel ma dawn saru kif nafuhom illum. F’dawn
it-tmien snin, il-pjagi kienu invizibbli, jigifieri ma
jidhrux. lzda f-1918 dawn dehru ghal kollox fgis-
mu u bagghu hemm ghal hamsin sena shah. Patri
Piju talab 'l Alla biex ihallilu I-pjagi, izda kif kienu
gabel, jigifieri ma jidhrux. Hu gal I kien gieghed
fRossu mbarazzat u umiljat hafna bihom. Il-pjagi
kienu ghal’h salib tqil, izda hu dejjem kellu qud-
diem gha‘nejh kliem Kristu “Min irid jigi warajja...
jerfa’ salibu ta’ kuljum ... ji¢had lilu nnifsu... (Lg.
9,28) Fl-ittra tieghu lid-Direttur Spiritwali fejn fiha
kiteb kif iréieva I-pjagi ns’bu hekk:

“...Kien filghodu I-ghoxrin tax-xahar i ghadda.
Wara li gaddist il-quddiesa, gghadt fil-Kor nitlob.
Hascejt fija paci liema bhalha, hassejtni ged nin-
telag u bhal nghas helu waqga’ fugi, is-sensi koltha
sew interni kif ukoll esterni kienu bhal imfawrin
b’hemda kbira. Silenziu kbir hakimni. Dan kollu
gara f’lehha ta’ berqga.

Sadanittant rajt quddiemi persuna misterjuza
tixbah lil dak li kont rajt fil-5 ta’ Awissu; izda din
id-darba, jdejh, riglejh u l-kustat, bdew inixxu d-
demm minnhom. Din id-dehra bezzghatnl. Dak li
hasszjt dak il-hin ma nistax niddeskrivih. Hassejtni
se mmut. U Zgur kont immut Ii kieku Gesu’ ma
kisnx mieghi. Hassejt lil galbi trid fohrog minn
sidri. Meta din id-dehra marret ... indunaijt li jdejja,
riglejja, u l-kustat, bdew inixxu d-demm. Tista’ tim-
magina dak li hassejt u li ghadni nhoss kuljum.

lIferita tal-kustat, tnixxi d-demm il-hin kollu
minn filghodu sa fil-ghaxija, spec¢jalment mill-Hamis
sas-Sibt. Ghaziz Patni, ged immut blugiegh ta’
dawn il-pjagi, li ged joholquli wkoll umiljazzjoni
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liema bhalha. Jiena nahseb i nibda biex nitlob ’I
Alla biex immut jekk il-Mulej ma jnehhilix din il-
konfuzjoni li ninsab fiha. Jiena nitolbu mhux biex
inehhili l-ugiegh kbir ta’ dawn il-pjagi, izda biex
ma jibgghux jidhru aktar fgismi, u jergghu jsiru in-
vizibbli kif kienu gabel...”

Din l-ittra ta’ Patri Piju turina t-tbatija kbira H
ghadda minnha hu stess. B’hekk naraw ukoll i
Patri Piju barra li kien gieghed ibati fizZikament kien
ghadde] minn tbatlla ohra Ii tissejjah psikologlka.
Dawn il-kwalitajiet ta’ tbatija huma mfissrin tajjeb
hafna mill-Papa prezenti fl-ittra Apostolika tieghu.
Huwa jghid li fl-Antik Testment il-bniedem kien
ibati kull meta kien jaghmel esperjenza tal-hazen.
Fil-Vokabularju tat-Testment il-Qadim tbatija u ha-
zen huma identi¢i. Infatti fit-Testment il-Qadim ma
nsibux kelma proprja ghat-tbatija ghalhekk kienet
tintuza {-kelma ‘Hazen’.

Fil-fatt il-hazen ghandu x’jagsam mat-tbatija? U
t-tbatija ghandha x’tagsam mal-hazen? Kien hemn:
zmien ighid il-Papa, fejn [-istess ezistenza kienet
tigi megjusa bhala hazen i minnu l-bniedem irid
ifittex li jakkwista I-helsien. Imma r-religjon nisra-
nija tistgarr li I-hajja fiha nfisha hija tajba u huwa
tajjeb litezisti, li tghix biex taghraf it-tjubija t'Alla
4 s-sbuhija tal-hlejjag. ll-bniedem ibati, minhabba I-
Hazen; li huwa Nuqggas, Limitazzjoni jew Abbuz tat-
tajjeb. l[-Bniedem ibati minfiabba fit-tajjeb li minnu
ma jiehux sehem, li minnu jigi magtugh jew im-
¢ahhad. Huwa jsofri meta suppost ikollu sehem mit-
tajjeb u dan is-sehem, htija tieghu jew ta’ l-ofirajn
jew ta’ kundizzjonijiet li m’ghandux kontroll fug-
hom, 'ma jiehdux.

Ghalhekk fir-religjon nisranija, ir-realta’ tas-
Sofferenza hija mfissra permezz tal-hazen, |i dejjem
huwa f'relazzjoni mat-tajjeb.

ll-Papa jgibilna lil Gob bhala ezempju ta’ bnie-
dem li kien gust quddiem Ala (bhal Patri Piju) u
li kien gieghed ibati. Fil-Ktieb ta’ Gob ghandna I-
permess min-naha ta’ Alla biex dan il-bniedem gust
Jigi ppruvat b'rizultat tal-provokazzjoni ta’ Satana,
filkkaz ta’ Patri Piju ghandna t-tbatija moghtija b’ri-
gal dirett minn Kristu nnifsu, ghalkemm Satana ma
nagasx milli jipprova jfixkel din l-opra ta’ Alla. Sa-
tana sfida l-qdusija ta’ Gob quddiem il-Mulej (Gob
1,9-11) U jekk il-Mulej ippermetta t-tbatija ta’ Gob
(u ta’ Patri Piju) dan huwa ghamnlu biex juri l-qdusi-
ja ta’ dan il-bniedem.

Fl-ittri 1i Patri Piju kiteb tul hajtu, nagraw kif hu
kien jahsibha fuq it-tbatija. F'wahda mill-ittri nsibu
hekk; “Ma nistax nifhem, izda fija gieghed infioss
ghatx kbir biex inbati hafna. Nixtieq nghix hafna
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biex inkompli nsofri hafna u hafna aktar, ghaliex
Kristu fehmni i I-prova vera ta’ I-lmhabba hija i
nbati u nsofri.”

Fil-gurnata ta’ I-Ordinazzjoni tieghu bhala Sa¢-
erdot, jigifieri fl-10 ta’ Awissu, 1910, Patri Piju kiteb
hekk:—

“Gesu’ nitolbok biex inkun mieghek fid-dinja,
int li int it-Trig, is-Sewwa u |-Verita’. Hallini nkun
Sacerdot tajjeb u VITTMA PERFETTA.”

+l-okkazjoni tal-Gublew tal-Fidda, jigifieri ham-
sa u ghoxrin sena wara, kiteb Shekk:—

‘Mulej, int IL-VITTMA TIEGH!, u |-IMBABBA
TIEGHI. AGHMILNI SALIB tieghek u KALCI tad-
Deheb ghal demmek.”

iPatri Piju ra lilu nnifsu bhala Vittma Sacerdo-
tali. Hu offra lilu nnifsu kollu kemm hu lil Alla. L-
ghaqda tieghu ma’ Gesu’ Ewkaristija ma tistax tigi
rfissra, specjalment meta b’dawk l-idejn inixxu d-
demm kien igholli l-ostja mgaddsa. Patri Piju kien
bniedem ta’ paci kbira ghalkemm kien qgieghed
ibati mill-ugiegh tal-pjagi. Hu kien qieghed ighin lil
Gesu’ jerfa’ s-salib tieghu fl-ghoxrin seklu. Fil-Via
Sagra li hemm f'San Giovanni Rotondo, naraw lil
Patri Piju jerfa’ s-salib ta' Gesu’ flok Xmun ié-
Cirinew.

“Gesu’ jridni nbati. Huwa bzonn it-tbatijiet
tieghi ghall-bzonnijiet ta’ l-erwieh.” Kien ighid Pat-
ri Piju lid-Direttur Spiritwali tieghu. F'ittra ohra gal-
lu hekk: “Huwa proprju minhiabba l-erwieh li jiena
gieghed inbati dagsshekk.” U darba ohra, “L-angli
fhaga wahda biss ighiru ghalina; 1i ma jistghux
isofru ghal Alla!”

Patri Piju li kellu I-Pjagi ghal #amsin Sena
Shah, kien Kristu iehor fis-seklu taghna. Jekk afina
rridu nghixu I-lspiritwalita’ ta’ Patri Piju jehtiegilna
l-ewwel u gabel kollox inwarrbu minna d-dnub. Ak-
tar ma nersqu grib Alla, aktar inkunu nistghu nif-
hrru Kimhabba kbira tieghu lejna. Wahda mili-ele-
menti essenzjali fl-ispiritwalita’ ta’ Patri Piju kienet
id-devozzjoni kbira li kellu lejn Ommna Marija.
“Wara |i nkiteb l-ewwel evandelju tat-tbatija minn
Kristu msieheb minn Marija, matul l-istorja, nkiteb
it-tieni evangelju tat-tbatija mill-umanita’ li gharfet
tbati ma’ Kristu” insibu f “Salvifici Doloris” bhalma
Marija sofriet meta rat lil binha msallab ma’ Salib
hekk ukoll Patri Piju, izda ‘huma t-tnejn flimkien
kienu ferhanin fl-istess waqt ghax kienu jafu li *Bis-
sahha tat-tbatija ta’ Kristu l-umanita’ dahlet f’'sitwaz-
zjoni gdida; l-umanita’ akkwistat il-fidwa” (parti
mill-ittra Apostolika).

(ikompli fpagna 20)



FOLKLORE

L-MINESTRA TAL-KAPUCCIN:

San Frangisk t'Assisi meta f'zghozitu gharaf
tasszw lid-dinja u twarrab mill-hsejjes taghha
fiergha beda hajja kollha kemm hi bhal Kristu u
ghal Kristu. Gharaf jibni l-isp'ritwalita’ Awtentika
tieghu u ta’ I-Ordni li wagqgaf ‘'Ahwa z-zZghar fuq
fl-Vangelu u IFaqgar. Ried li hu u wliedu l-patrijiet
ikunu fgar bhal Kristu. Ghalhekk in-nota karatiter-
istika tal-Kapuééini hija |-fagar.

Dante Alighieri (1265-1321) hassa wkoll din
in-nota {a' fagar ghaliex fil-famuza ‘La Divina
Commedia’ li beda jikteb fis-sena 1306 jew 1207
f'Canta Undscesimo tal-Paradiso fil-vers 58 isemi
‘Donna’ — ‘Mara’ li ma hix xbiha ‘tal-Fagar’ li San
Frangisk izzewwed mieghu.

Haga tipika u tkompli ticcara dak li geghdin
niktbu hija d-dehra tal-Lajk Kapuééin b'horga baj-
da mdendla fuq spailtu ghal quddiem u l-warrani,
jdur minn bieb ghal iefior sajf u xitwa, xemx u
ksieh, jittallab il-karita’ ghal kunvent. Kull min jix-
ref fuq il-ghatba tal-bieb kulhadd jitfaghlu xi haga
tal-flus fil-horga u lumii Ajk iwiegeb minn taht I
ilsien “San Frangisk jirrandilek”. Quddiem din id-
dehra l-poeta Ghawdxi-Kapuééin Patri Mattew Sul-
tant hekk mar jghanni fuq il-kordi tal-muza tieghu
lill-Ajk Kapuééin.

“Tkeccihx, tarah bil-horga
La xxehhx mieghu miskin!
Ghal sold, ihabbat biebek
Lajk fgajjar kapuécin
Li jghix bil-gbir u ttalb
Ghinu w aghtih bii-galb.”

San Frangisk ried li wliedu l-patrijiet ikunu
tassew fgar u ma jkollhom xejn taghhom biex tas-
sew ikunu mera’ ta’ Kristu li kien il-'Fgir’ fost il
fgar. I-Vangelu, San Nrangisk wettqu kollu fil-milja
tieghu ghaliex bena r-Regola ta’ I-“Ahwa z-Zghar”
fuq il-virtu’ ghan‘a tal-fagar evangeliku.

L-istess knejjes u kunventi tal-Kapuccini ma
jlelxux. Fihon tilmah u tmiss l-awsterita’ stretta
tal-fagar. L-arja ta’ go fihom hija I-fagar Ii tiftah il-
pulmun tal-hajja spiritwali u r-ruf tintela bil-fwieha
tal-qdusija. Ghathekk ii-kunventi kienu dejjem il-
kalamita ghal dawk li jhobbu s-skiet, il-gabra, it-
talb u l-penitenza ghax ir-ruh  fihom tistaghna
bil-bosta.

Mill-Kan. Dun Niko! Vella Apap

F’din il-kitha [Fhsieb tieghi mhux [i naghmel |-
elogju ta’ tifhir lilkKapuééini. Xejn minn  dan!
Kull ordni religjuz ghandu n-nota karatteristika v
I-karizma spiritwali. Ghalhekk minnhom hardu er-
wieh i fewhu s-sema u l-art ta’ madwarhom, fejn
ohrajn bil-gherf tas-seima dawlu lerwieh fit-trig ta’
[-Ispirtu. Ofhrajn swew ta’ gid soZjali fl-opri li wag-
gfu. Fuq il-Kapuégéini kien hemmr min kiteb u tkel-
lem snin kbar gabli. Bizzeljad insemmi iill-poeta-
rumanzier Alessandru Manzoni (1783-1873) meta
kiteb ir-rumanz tieghu storiku -— letterarju bl-isem
‘I Promessi Sposi’ ‘L'Gharajies Imweghda’. Dak li
rrid infisser ruhi f'din il-kitba hija d-drawwa li -
Patrijiet Kapuécéini kellhom fir-Rabat ta’ Ghawdex
li jgassmu b’xejn il-Minestra’ lil dawk il-fqar li
marru jhabbtu fuq il-bieb tal-Kunventi taghhom.
Din id-drawwa f'Malta ghadha tezisti fil-kunventi
tal<Furjana u dak tal-Kalkara. F'dak ta’ Ghawdex
illum spi¢cat, imma ahna xorta wahda ha niktbu
grajjitha.

Kulhadd jaf li dawn il-Patrijiet jghixu b’dak i
Alla jibghat, jigifieri bilkarita’ ta’ kuljum. Ghax
min jafda f'Alla, Alla jahseb fih. Sa ftit tas-snin ilu
il-Fra (Cirkatur) tal-Kapucéini, kien imur jitteliab
ma’ Ghawdex kollu. Ghadha tidwi f'widnejja I-kel-
ma ta’ radd il-hajr Ii kien ighid il-Fra lil dak jew
lill dik li kienet tnewwillu xi haga tal-karita’ ghal
kunvent — “‘San Frangisk jirrendilek”. X’hemm is-
bah minn kelmiet bhal dawn! Kulhadd kien jaghti
bil-gost lill-Fra tal-Kapuééini meta jhabbat fuq il-
bieb ta’ diarna. Ix-xbiha umli tieghu wara I-bieb
kienet tholl il-glub, u tnissel il-ferh tas-sema.

Fi zmien i l-eghlieqi mtarrga tal-kampanja
taghna li jaghtu rritt gid minn taht il-hamrija
ghammiela taghhom il-patrijiet kellhom dagsxejn
la’ hmara u karettun fil-kunvent li fughom il-Fra
kien igorr hazniet ghas-sena koltha. Dawn il-patri-
jiet ghax sabu min ighinhom kienu jahsbu wkoll
f'dawk l-imsejkna? li Alla wkoll fil-hniena Tieghu
jipprovdi I-hobzna ta’ kuljum.

I-Kapuééini huma maghrufa sewwa ghat-tis-
jir tal-Minestra. Il-kok Fra kien jaf ihawwarha taj-
jeb il-minestra. Kien jghabbiha mhux biss bil-haxix

(ikompli f'pagna 20)

17



AHBARIJIET

FRANGISKANI

K APUCCINI

IL-MEWT TRAGIKA TA’ PATRI
SAVERIO TORBOLI

il-mewt tragka ta’ Patri Saverio Torboli, kapué-
¢in ta’ 47 sena, minn Trento, li grat fl-ghodwa tas-7
ta’ Awissu fil-Mozambique hasdet lil dawk koltha li
ghandhom ghal galbhom il-hidma missjunarja fi
hdan il-Knis‘a Kattolika. Patri Saverio miet vittma
ta’ grupp ta’ suldati li sparaw fuqu wagqt i kien ged
Hehu xi morda fuq il-'land rover’ lejn l-isptar ta’
Mokuba.

In-nies tal-post bkew il-mewt ta’ dan il-habib
kbir taghhom 1i rnexxielu jaffronta dejjem kull per-
iklu biex jiggieled kontra I-ingustizzji. In-nies ta’
Mokuba sallum ma nagsux fil-ghadd gmielu li jmor-
ru kuljum fuq il-gabar fejn gie midfun bhala turija
ta’ rispett u gima lejn dak kollu li dan il-habib kbir
taghhon: ghamel matul hajtu. L-istess Isqof ta’
Quelemane Mons. Bernardo Governo tkellem dwar
Patri Saverio u gal: “Il-hidma ta’ Patri Saverio Tor-
boli, dejjem fug quddiem fil-glieda kontra I-guh,
kontra I-mard u l-ingustizz}i, defjem Impenjat mad-
dghaifin u malfqar tat il-frott taghha fid-demm li
xerred. li-frott tal-hidma ma jieqafx mal-mewt tra-
gika tieghu,

POSTULANTI GODDA

Filwaqgt |i fix-xahar ta’ Gunju tlieta mill-Ahwa
taghna spi¢éaw in-novizzjat taghhom, tnejn ofra
dahlu biex jaghmlu parti mill-fraternita’ frangiskana
kapuécina bhala postulanti godda. Dawk i temmew
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is-sena tan-novizzjat huma Hutna Giovanni Cassar
mill-<Marsa (Marija Regina) Albert Buttigieg minn
San Gwann u Jasmond Balzan minn tas-Sliema.
Dawk li bdew iz-zmien tal-Portulantat taghhom nhar
it-3 ta’ Ottubru fi hdan il-fraternita’ tal-Kalkara huma
Char.es Azzopardi millkBslt u Joseph Vassallo
minn Hal Ta-xien. Lil dawn hutna nawgurawlhom: li
lkoll kemm huma jkomplu jiskopru lkarizma fran-
giskana kapuccina bl-iskop li iaghmluha I-idejal ta’
hajjithom fuq il-passi tal-Fqajjar ta’ Assisi u l-gad-
disin tal-Ordni Kapucéin.

FORMAZZJONI PERMANENTI

I-Kunsill imwaqqgaf fi hdan 1-Ordni  Kapuécin
biex jiehu hsieb il-formazzjoni permanenti ta’ I
Ahwa kollha matul dawn l-ahhar xhur organizza tliet
korsijiet ta’ interess speéjali. L-ewwe] kors ta’ spl-
ritwalita’ frangiskana gie organizzat matul ix-
xahar ta’ Gunju u ghalih minn Malta attendew Hut-
na Anton Ciangura u Alfred Xerri. Matul ix-xahar ta’
Settembru gie organizzat kors apposta ghall-Mastri
tan-Novizzi. Dan sar fRuma u ghalih minn Malta
attenda I-Mastru P. Anton Manpalao. Ghal matul ix-
xahar ta’ Ottubru ltaqghu diversi Provinéjali fost-
hom dak ta’ Ma'ta, Huna Manwel Barbara, fejn ghal
tmint ijiem shah ittrattaw is-suggett: “H-Provinéjal
u r-Relazzjonijiet tieghu mal-membri tal-O.F.S.

TERZJARJ!I GODDA
Matul ix-xahar ta’ Ottubru diversi kienu I-frater-




nitajiet lokali tal-O.F.S. li zdiedu fin-numru talmem-
bri taghhom. Il-fraternita’ lokali tal-kunvent ta’
Ghajn-Dwieli, Rahal Gdid ghamlet il-funzjoni tal-ves-
tizzjoni tal-membri godda nhar -1 ta’ Gunju. Din
giet immexxija mill-Assistent lokali Patri Onorat
Spitari, kapuccin. Nhar is-Sibt, 13 ta’ Ottubru zewq
fraternitajiet lokali tal-O.F.S. zdiedu fil-ghadd tal-
membri. Dawn kienu I-fraternita’ tal-Kunvent: Mad-
onna tal-Grazzji, fir Rabat-Ghawdex u I-fralernita’
tal-Kunvent: Santa Liberata, il-Kalkara. ll-funzjoni
tal-vestizzjoni talfraternita’ ta’ Ghawdex giet im-
mexxija mill-Assistent lokali Patri Remig Galea fil-
wagt li dik ta’ Santa Liberata giet immexxija mill-
Provin¢jal mgheijun mill-Assistent Patri Joe Garzia.
STATISTIKA

Sal-31 ta’ Di¢embru 1983, I-Ordni taghna kien
jigbor fih 11,467 membru (nuggas ta’ 27 membru
mit-total ta’ Dicembru tal-1982). Sa l-ahhar tas-sena
1983 [-Ordni Frangiskan Kapuééin kellu 403 novizzi
(zieda ta’ 49), 1139 postulanti (zieda ta’ 413). Fil-
waqt li fug in-numru totali gie nnutat tnaqgis, wie-
hed irid izomm quddiem ghajnejh insnumru ta’
mwist li kien hemm matul is-sena 1983 (kien hemm
193 imwiet: 130 Ahwa Sacerdoti u 63 Ahwa Lajci).
Tama ta’ zieda fin-numru totali hija evidenti min-
habba n-numru ta’ postulanti u novizzi.

PARIGE: KAPUCCIN ONORAT BHALA
“MISSIER ILLHUD”

Nhar il-14 ta’ Marzu, ¢erimonja mhux tas-soltu
saret fil-Kunvent tal-Kapucéini ta’ Rue Boissonade
f'Parigi fil-presenzata’ diversi superjuri magguri ta’
I-Ordni Frangiskan Kapuccin, tal-Knisja u tal-Kom-
munita’ Lhudija fi Franza. Ir-Rabbi Kaplan, f'isem
il-President tar-Repubblika, onora lil Huna Marie-
Benoit Peteul, kapuc¢¢in mill-Provinéja ta’ Parigi,
bil-midalja tal-“Legion of Honour”. Matul l-okkaz-
joni, ir-Rabbi fakkar ix-xoghol li wettaq FHuna Marie-
Benoit biex isalva eluf ta’ Lhud mhedda i jintbagh-
tu fil-kampijiet tal-kon¢entrament min-Nazi natul il-
gwerra tal-1939-1945. Huwa wettaq din il-hidma
tieghu favur il-helsien tal-Lhud Fran¢izi principal-
ment 'Ruma f'ghagda shihia mal Papa Piju XII biox
jorganizza -harba ta’ 50,000 Lhudi lejn IAfrika.
Huna Marie-Benoit kemm-il darba gie mfittex mill-
Pulizija tan-Nazi imma deijem irnexxielu jahrab. H-
gvern ta’ Izrael ta lil dan Huna ttitlu ta’ “MISSIER
IL-LHUD”. Patri Marie-Benoit illum ghandu 98 sena.
PELLEGRINAGG VOKAZZJONALI

Ghattieni darba ¢-Centru Vokazzjonijiet Fran-
giskani Kapuécini organizza Pellegrinagg Frangis-
kan. Dan sar bejn it-18 u t-30 ta’ Awissu. Ghalih at-
tendew 18-l zaghzugh bejn 14 u t-22 sena. Flim-

kien mad-Direttur Father Philip Cutajar li mexxa
dan il-pellegrinagg kien hemm ukoll id-Djaknu Bro.
Joseph Buttigieg u Bro. Anton Vella.

Wara jumejn fRuma |-grupp tela’ lejn Assisi
fejn hemmhekk ghadda hamest ijiem. Il-membri kol-
tha kellhom i¢-éans igawdu s-sbuhija i toffri din il
belt frangiskana u jaraw b’ghajnejhom il-postijiet
storici li jfakkruna fil-hajja ta’ Missierna San Fran-
gisk. Wara Assisi morna Camerino flrewwel kun-
vent tar-riforma kapuccina. Hemmhekk domna ju-
mejn fejn ghamilna esperjenza tal-fagar u s-silenz-
ju frangiskan. Minn Camerino whud mill-membri tal-
grupp marru ghal ftit sighat izuru s-Santwarju tal-
Madonna ta’ Loreto fdata fidejn il-Kapu¢éini. Wara
Camerino morna ghal jumejn ofra fil-Kunvent ta’
zmien San Frangisk: ‘Le Celle Di Cortona’ li giegh-
ed fidejn il-Kapuc¢ini ta’ Firenze. Hawnhekk gaw-
dejna s-sbuhija tan-natura fil-kampanja u fuqg il-
muntanji jhaddru ta’ Cortona. L-ahhar tlett ijiem
ghaddejnihom: Ruma fejn kellna l-okkazjoni spec-
jali li niltagghu wi¢é imb’wic¢é mal-Papa u nkelimuh.

Ghall-membri kollha li hadu sehem f'dan il-
Pellegrinagg dan kien zmien ta’esperjenza gawwija
li tkoll kemm ahna ghenitna biex insiru nafu izjed
lil San Frangisk u I-Ispiritwalita’ tieghu u fl-istess
waqt kienu granet li fihom komplejna kattarna fina
l-vokazzjoni taghna.

FRATELL LAJK BHALA VIGARJU PROVINCJALI
kemm approvat l-elezzjoni ta’ fratell lajk kapucéin
bhala Vigarju Provin¢jali tal-Provin¢ja tal-Kanada
Centrali. Dan huwa Bro. Ignatius Faever. Din il-kon-
ferma min-naha tas-Santa Sede hija ghalina I-fran-
giskani ta’ valur storiku kbir. Ix-xewqa tal-Ordni
Kapuéein, murija fil-Kostituzzjonijiet il-godda, ‘hija
li nghixu I-fratemita’ anke fil-qasan tal-awtorita’. Il-
fatt i din ix-xewqa taghna giet mismugha mill-aw-
torita’ ekklesjastika sar pass importanti u sinifikan-
ti 'l guddiem.

IL-FRANGISKANI FLIMKIEN

Wara wagfa kemmxejn twila l-istudenti tat-tlett
ferghal frangiskeni regghu ltagghu flimlden billi or
ganizzaw ghat-tielet darba I-Festival Frangiskan.
Dan sar nhar il-Hadd, 28 ta’ Ottubru fl-Auditorium
tal-lstitut Kattoliku fil-Furjana. Bhal kull sena matul
dan il-festival, organizzat ferm tajjeb u b’mod pro-
fessjonali, spikkat it-tema tal-PACI. Din it-tema giet
ipprezentata lil-pubbliku numeruz li attenda, per-
mezz ta’ kant, gari ta’ poeziji u ‘mimes’ maghmula
b’sengha kbira. Minn sena ghall-ofira din l-inizjatt-
va gieghda turi titjib fl-istandard ta’ organizzazzjoni
u anke ta’ items maghzulin.
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(jagbad minn pagna 16)

Patri Piju kien izomm lil Marija bhala Mudell ta’
dan kolly, jigifieri dik li qasmet fit-tbatija ta’ binha
permezz tal-prezenza u l-kompassjoni. Qrib Marija
kien Thossu grib Gesu'. F'ittra ohra lid-direttur
Spiritwali tieghu, P. Piju kiteb hekk: “Jailla -Vergni
Marija takkwistalna minghand Gesu’ Binha, I-graz-
zja li nifhmu aktar IL-MISTERU TAS-SALIB.”

Matul hajtu Patri Piju fehem sewwa dak Ii I
Papa Gwanni Pawlu li, kiteb proprju din is-sena li
“Kristu kien l-ewwel wiehed |i gasam maghna 1-
tbatijiet taghna. L-ewwel parteCipazzjoni sehhet
min-naha tieghu. Bil-gawwa tal-fidi neta niltagghu
mat-tbatijiet redentivi ta’ Kristu hemmhekk niskop-
ru l-valur tat-tbatijiet taghna. Patri Piju fehem Ii t-
batija li nsofru ma’ Kristu u bhal Kristu hija XHIEDA
TAL-MATURITA’ SPIRITWALI TAGHNA. lI-Papa
jghidilna wkoll li t-tbatija tqgawwi fina l-virtujiet tal-
perseveranza u -Umilta’. Xhieda ta’ dan ghandna |-
Patri Piju. Fug kollox Ii tinghagad mat-tbatijiet ta’
Kristu jfisser li gieghed tinghagad mat-tbatija tal-
Gisem ta’ Kristu — il-Knisja, I-Umanital Kristu ma
nehhiex it-tbatija mill-hajja; hu stess galilna: ‘Hija
iebsa u dejga’ (Mt. 7, 13-14).

“Kristu biddel ittbatija billi orjentaha ghas-sal-
vazzjoni ta’ dejjem, ta’ l-espressioni ta’ I-imhabba.”
(Salvifici Doloris). Ghalhekk jekk irridu risposta
ghall-problemra tat-tbatija fid-dinja rridu  mmorru
ghand Alla, ghand Kristu; Kristu jwiegeb ‘Ejjew wa-
rajja u taraw’’.

Jehtigilna ghalhekk ma’ San Pawl [i ntennu:
“Imma jien permezz tal-ligi mitt ghall-ligi biex
nghix ghal Alla; issallabt ma’ Kristu. Nghix imma
‘mhux jien, izda jghix fija Kristu. ll-Hajja li nghix fil-
gisem qgieghed nghixha bil-fidi fl-lben ta’ Alla, i
habbni u ta ruhu ghalija. (Gal 2. 19-20).

mAAAAA‘ CEOOGEEEEOEEOOGECOEGAEECEGEEEEEGEEELGE
N

(jagbad minn pagna 17)

tal-borma imma wkoll bl-ghagin u Il-gastan. Tiekol
platt minn din il-minestra kien izommok ghal jum
shih. Biex il-fgar ikollhom platt minestra shun il-
patrijiet kienu jsajru bil-kwantita’. Mat-tokki tal-
gampiena ta' nofs in-nhar u anki gabel u wara
hafna kienu jinzlu I-Kapucéini b’xi borma tac¢-¢éag-
quf mohbija tafit abthom biex il-Fra jaghtihom
platt minestra shun jew izjed b'xejn. Min jaf kemrm:
it-twaijeb Fra Baskal Ii miet fil-fwieha tal-qdusija
nawwel borom tal-minestra u biégiet tal-hobi il
xi mara armla? Min jaf kemm rat nies dik it-triq
fi tiehu lejn il-Kapucéini nezlin u tilghin ma tulek
ja sana ghal minestra tal-Paftrijiet? Min jaf kemm
ommijiet bl-ghonnella b’xi tarbija tal-halib tahtha
nizlu lejn il-Kapuccéini ghal plait minestra? Alla
biss jaf ghax Hu li jahkem ghal dejjem fuq is-snin.

Billi z-zmenijiet minn wara t-tieni gwerra din-
jija tbiddlu, u I-fagar beda jtir u jghib minn qalb
niesna d-drawwa li I-Patrijiet Kapuééini jaghtu
b’xejn il-minestra u xi kisra hobz spi¢cat. Spic-
¢awha mhux il-Patrifiet imma n-nies li ma bagghux
imorru wara |-bieb tal-kunvent ghal minestra kul-
jum ma’ nofs in-nhar bum. B’hekk ingerdet drawwa
ohra fir-Rabat ta® Ghawdex u isimha tnizzel fil-
litanja ta’ ohrajn li spi¢¢aw — biss ghandna isim-
hom bhala tn‘klra dejijema.
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88. San Frangisk gie msejjah “serafiku” ghall-imhabba mhegga li kellu tkebbes go qalbu. L-ew-
wel Frangiskani kienu huma wkoll ezempiju tal-ghageb ta’ mhabba ta’ bejniethom (ara | Cel 38-39; L3
Cll). I-hajja fil-kommunitajist taghhom kienet tbagbaq f'ferh perfett, u kont t'staghgsb tara b’liema
ferh kienu jiltaqghu wara xi Zmien ta’ firda minn, xuixin. Hekk ighandna nkunu ahna lium; jehtieg i
nimitawhom billi nsahhu l-eghruq ta’ l-ispirtu ta’ mhabba ta’ be nietna u jkolina koperazzjoni, mhux
biss fil-livell lokali izda wkoll bejn lil-Provinéji I-ohratal-Ordni jew kongregazzjoni kif ukoll bejn il-Fran-
giskani kollha, wiehed u kollha flimk'en, ikun xi jkun l-istat guridiku tal-organizzazzjoni taghihom

.......

89. L-ezzmpju ta’ San Frangisk igegheina nsahhu I-bZzonn li ninzlu fil-prattika. Ahna ninsistu bla
tlaqlq [i jittiehdu passi m’il-aktar fis u blaskuzi ta’ dewmien, biex neffettwaw mezzi konkreti u pratti¢i
li kabbru limhabba ta’ bejnietna u nikkollaboraw ahjar flimkien. U dan irridu naghmliuh b’mod I jir-
rispetta kidentita’ ta’ kuil ghagda, ghax din il-piuralita’ tifforma wirt ghani tal-hajja Frangiskana
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80. L-isforzi serji biex inweitqu dan il-programm sejrin, bla ‘ebda dubju, jitolbu minna hafna j
sagrifi¢¢ji, imma ahna nafu kemm dawn is-sagrific ¢ji ghad igibu frott. Ahna nimtlew bil-barkiet ta’ I- :
izjed 'Gholi; u dawk in-nles li lilhom naqdu bl-appos tolat taghna li, jafiasra, hatna minnhom qatt ma
raw provi sbieh bizzeljed ta’ dik l-imhabba li ahina msejhin ghaliha, ikollhom i-okkazjoni li jgarrbu s-
seher tas-sejha tal-Mulej ghall-konverzjoni u I-hajja gdida fi{Kristu, Huna. 1
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