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Recensj onij iet 
AN INTRODUOTION TO MALTESE FOLK-LORE by J·os. 

Cassar Pulheino ,\'lith a fon'ward by Professor J. Aquilina 
B.A .. T ... L.D., Ph.D. (lJOll(1.): '-'falta. The Allied Malta 
:\ (>\\"spapE'l"s IJtJ., 1947, pp. 47. 

Is-Sur (;. Cassnr PullieillO Il\l mngtll'uf bizzcjicd mill·kithn tieghll iis· 
Sundial ['Ll'lic!l 'il-:lJolti n fit-'L'imp8' of Jla/t(t bnala wiened mill-ahjnr 
studjuzi, jew hbala l-aqwa. si.udjuz, tnl-IoU;-lore :YIalti, u bliala zaglizugt. 
Ii qiegtled jittla,reg tai,ieb u jifkisscr tajjeb fix-xogtlOl wiegliri tnt-tiftix 
R-~sto!.jn, qadima, mikt·uba u mhix mik':uha, ta' :;\lalta. F'c1an il-ktejjeh, 
m:ktub sfiq, ,jighor dammn ta' nrtikoli Ii kif'nu df'hrn fis-SlItlr/!l!J Tim"" 
uf ]lalta 

L1-kelma "folk-Iore" tfisser "lagtJIim tal-popln", II billa llifhmu !­
:2;Pllll-!;hn b' rf'hmirt, draw\\'iet, twclllmin Ii tnisslu mill-poplu hla skoln, 
kibru miegliu, snru huga \ValIda miegtm u haqgtm dl·,i.ielll ghnddejjin minll 
'lisel ghal niseI. II-folk-In/'I', 1i gllal mill ma jifhimx mhux 11lipj' j']]wriji( 1 

It hluhat II tell" ta' zmif'll; jurina. qisu f'meI'u, yuli il-poplu blu ,hot,. 
moMI mhux i111113: reg bit.bghlim, qulb Ii ttlOss u t.ihZu' u temlllell kull 
lila I-mohtl illlqarraq ighic1ilhn. F'kellll3. watlda I-If/fl.-I'''''' Itu ~-,afi' ia' isf .. 1 
lleU tal-klliturn ta' POplll, n gt13lhekk l1ln nistghnx llbtlll !lull jekk irridn 
llaghnrfn !.aITn mill-gra.iia I-tlllija knlturali tn' misserijietn'l mf'ta motl­
tWill kipl. g:haljll mhllx imd:1\\'\ra1 ll1it-tngtllim tnl-kot hn. 

L-ewwel lI"i(·twt! Ii gietn I-tlerqa jighor il-full.-j,,,·,, :\falti kiell il,(.:,,·z\\'i. 
In Patri :\lallm I :'Iingri, Ii gallar hn"na tll" jjef Iqodllla u gttic1ud fuq it.-teUll. 
u fuq ix-xhu:-. Cassar Pullicino lIleXa fi triq otlI'a. Flok ma kixer hrejjf'i 
ohm .if\\, gttidnd if'hor qadim, millsi u motlhi .'xi roklla l,gtlilla ta' .:'IJah:l 
.i""" GtuHn!ex, gabar dement· iehor. element Ii jic1hpr. Ii jai'u kultlalhl, im· 
llla Ii !IlILld qatt ilia ta k'H ti('gtlll,iigifieri lug/lOh \I gtWllot tat-tfal, tlW"j. 
ieg lIlotlgaga, sl'lariji('-t. n tagtliin, xi tmijef, Ill[\],(\ \I dnwn. r lUilln da\\ll 
kollha gaha:' t'tit. hi,;s htuda turijn tn '<Ink Ii jistn' .i'il', illllllfl (1:1k Ii gabnr 
~,nlll'u hir-reqqa kol1ha, n kill] 111:1 j"elllllli jgl'li.lillll1 I, ill s('lll,dll! II kil igt.·. 
il nit I ,n lld' otu'a. . 

L-istlldju tnl-ju/!;,·l(JI'I' ",ietled jisln' jidtlOl glialih 111ill11 \'o,ta turoq. 
Wiehed jista' jistudja I·folk-lore fih innifsu bil'x jikxef biss rutl il-popin 
matul is-suin. Jistn' ,iqabhlu mal-f()Il.·/ol'C; ta' popli ohI''' biex jikxef ir-rh;j 
hejn poplu u iehor (studiu komparativ) .• Jista' wkoll jighor il-kliem qaclim, 
il-Ium Corsi lUill~i. 11 jiili l-kostruzzioni grammatikali Maltija me'hlu~" 
Illill-influw€,llza ta' ilsna ha:1raniu (studju lingwistiku). Sa nngtlzel xi fti1 
milln dnl-klif'Tll millsi hipx nnri x'jiswa l-istnc1,ill tal-Io/l;-Io/'I' ~falti. 

I"a'·'·. 40: QUI'lIita, .i" qurl/ita, il'qejf('I; II aHa!' inq()r!'. Zewg verbi 
Ii t-t.ij~ir tnghhum intesa jew thic1c1e-l. Tl·rerb reqa jPw raga, skol1d i'd­
Dizzjunarji, ilissor "t,ikkurn s-snffejra". Imma t~tifsira ewleniia hi 
··tllehtli I-mnghmul, l-ispi:tn tlU7.in. IJis-sllffe.irn. his-stiariiiet, jew b'xi 
gt13mil i,·tlOr". Ghalhekk tajieh ifisser hl-fngliz Cassar Pnllicino "I haye 
t'xol'('ised .'·Oll". Tl-V"! h inqnrr donnu xi bhsirn tal-verh rrqa' Ii jaglitin3 
lIil'qi, lllizjW\a Illfl1-I'erh il'qcjte/: ghnl\-elllfnsi,jigifiE'ri 8-sen, hn: "1 hn\'e 



32 

mWl'~ised YOl.l and 1 ~xor<:ise 'you again". F d,l11 jiclher Ii hu ,,-sens Ii 
.iagtltih Cassar Pullieino. "1 shall do so again". Imllla fil-Gha:lbi halllm 
il-\-erh qan' Ii jfisser "ghamel n rega' gtlamel", u clan jaghtina x'nahsbu 
Ii I-verb nqol'1' mhux tansi:a tal-vNh nirqi, inuna I-verb gan' Ii ntesa ghal 
kollox II haqa' rlaj hi~'S rdin iI-formula ta 'ezorcislllu. I~I-isteliS faccatn 
hemm iI-kIiem "nil'qik, ne: ga' nirqik": is-~ells hn l-ist(.ss, imma I-verbi 
mhumiex l-istess. 

Fat,t·. 10: "~1akkagIHl:\ m'gha,ilw.ik". Hagu kurjuza~ Tl-verb "mak­
kagh" l-ebcla Dizzjun:uju Malti 1l1!l jgihu ghalkemm ghaclna nghiduh. 
:\fnzawha f'rlas-sens "immakkagnh:elek ma' wiccek" jigifieri. inwaddab­
hielok, incappashielek, inhokkhielek ma' wiccek. Akrtarx li I-ve: h hu 1-
istess verb miegliel, bil-koIlSOll:lIIt; mqallbin. 

Zewg versi '1 isfel h€llll1l il-kelmH. "huJlliet" Ii hi I-plural ta' "flafna" 
Ii btlala nom tfissel' "a hundful", gnalkemm hi akturx dejjem uzata htlula 
,n-verbju. 

Face. 15 il-kelm:l "I)bul'" hi I-plural tn' (jabal', izda akrt·arx Ii hi 
nzata flok is-singular minliabha l'-rima. 

Fl-anhar tal-ktieb hemm werrej ta' I-ismijiot u tal-nwejjeg l-aktar im­
portaruti Ii jiSSE'llllllE'W fiI-ktiElh, btIalma fihom iI-kmba kollha ta' ka.lihl'lI 
:>:jf'nt-ifikll. 
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