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THE ROLE OF THE BRITISH ARMY. 
\ 

In his speech in .the House of Commons on March 11, 
1938, the Secretary of State defi9ed~ the role of the Army. 
He started by emphasizing the importance of Home De-
fence, especially against air attack, and placed this first in 5 

brder of importance among the duties which the Ore l - ' C, 
f, 

1 
\ \ l,,V\ \ rj 

ment has allqt,te9 } o, tpy ,t rmy. He placed the "disc arge 
of British commi ments overseas" second in order .of 
importance, and the organization of a strategic reserve 
last in the scale · of duties. J \ 10 

The British Empire is geographically so situated that 
its defence depends primarily on the k~ep\irif'o pen of the· 
sea, communications between its ~onstit,uent ports. On the 
Royal Navy, therefore, fallJ the prime . duty of keeRing 
these communications open,. But its ships cannot ~~rfo~m 15 

I' 1· I ./, 1 ~... ) ' , , 
their d11ties without adequately defended and_ suitably_ 
located bases from which to draw their fuel, supplies and 

C 

c!TTP;iJ~~it~9n, ~ ,~n2rSP w9&c;:~ th~y _0c~z;i; ig ,0 1 , {pr. B-e~ q~eai1A1 -:,(~Ji 11 
refits. The safeguarding of these bases 'or defengedlpor s 1 · 

~ -<PJCO , 0 t 1 

falls to the lot of the Army, g ner,all .in c -opera fion 20 
'Q..{ ~• 11. 

with the Royal Air Force. The 1stribution of th~ Ar r y, 

and J~ ~9,me extent its f?:?~n~zaJt~n, i~ largely fc;~rrled' by 
the nature of the5e duhes. 

The British system of military defence is founded on 
the five following factors: - 25 · 

(a) The security of the British Isles is of paramount 
importance. 

I* 



4 The Role of the British Army. 

(b) The Self-Governing D01ninions have accepted 
the responsibility for their own n1ilitary defence, until 
such time as reinforcements can reach them fro1n other 
parts of the Empire. 

5 ( c) India, with the help of the British elements of 
the Army in India, is responsible for her own defence . 

( d) The Colonies, Fortresses and -Protectorates are 
held by British regular garrisons, in some cases rein­
forced by regular native troops or by Colonial volunteer 

10 forces; in a few cases, these possessions are protected 
by native troops alone. 

( e) The Exp~ditionary Force in England forn1s the 

~~at,e~~: R~~ery:. . 
11

, _. , _ ~:,, ll~u, -,, 

In a conscriptional country like France, the strength of 
15 th~ Afn; y i lin1ited only by the man JO\X!er of the country, 

,,-:)4~ ~ 2(_.,, ._J). '>; ..:>'! ..I~ A.,(> I 

nd it is also~ base on Hie streng h of its most probable 
opponent~ e problem of 1nilitary strep gth and organi-
zation is therefore in such cases, pretty c!l'ear-f;"t, , 

The British n1ilitary problem is different; it is based on 
20 the prime in1portance of safeguarding India, Britain's naval 

bases, an~ Britain's lines of sea con1munication, such, for 
instance, as the Suez Can 1; this is essentially a defensive . 

· 0/ t,,-i " · ~ IJ 
role. Since _a,,n v..r~f t~~s 

I 
stra~_eg}c points n1ay be attacked 

in war, it is obvi'ously essential that some reserves should 
25 be ,,a vailable in Great Britsiin which can be sent to the 

l > ' i , v~ lr . 
threatened point. ' hese reserves, in point of fact, are 
approximately equa l in strength to the forces n1aintained 
overseas, and they perform the dual duty of forming a 
reservoir of 1nen from which the foreign garrisons are 

30 kept ·up to ~trength in peace-ti1ne, and of producing a 
s1nall expeditionary force which can be sent overseas in 
war-time to ~ einfor_ce those garrisons, or to protect any 
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British possessions which are threatened. with attack by a \/ 
foreign. power or by internal. disorder. .. )( 

Without going into great detail one n1ay say that, of 
Britain's 136 batta lions of regular infantry, some '68 are 
normally absorbed in the garrisons of India, Gibraltar, 5 

Malta, Egypt, Palestine, \Singapore, Hongkong, North 
Chin.a, Benn uda, and the West Indies. There . are, of 
course, in addition, units of all the other anns, chiefly 
artillery a nd engineers, in these foreign garrisons. At the 
111oment there are 72 battalions serving outside the United 10 ,· 

Kingdom because the situation in Palestine and in China 
· has den1anded a temporary increase in the local garrisons. 

This means that 1nore than half of Brita'in's infantry bat­
talions are serving abroad, or that four units who should 
be enjoying the am·enities of Home Service are stationed 15 

., in foreign garrisons, and that Britain 's -Strategic Reser~e 
is· temporarily denuded to that extent. 

It will be seen that, of Britain's regular arn1y, one half 
or even more is tied down to the defence of India, the 
pacific~tion of Palestine, the protection of our nationals 20 

in North China, the protection of the Suez Canal, and the 
passive defence of our naval ports abroad. That is a very 
high proportion of one's resources to tie down to ·a purely 
defensive role. It is true _that Brita in has, in addition, 1n 
the United Kingdom the Territorial Ann y, most of which 25 

is organized on a basis which should enable it eventually 
to take its place in ~~r-time beside the regular Anny, as 
it did with such distinction in the Orea t War. But this 
force has li111ited time and opportunitie~ for training in 
peace, and it would be a n1atter of four to six months 30 

after t,he outbreak of war before the. leading echelon of 
Territorial Army divisions would be fit to take the 
field. 
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It remains to consider how the Regular Expeditionary 
Force might be employed should hostilities unfortunately 
be forced upon· us. This force, which \vould certainly be 
smaller than that which left England for France in August 

5 and September, 1914, could achieve little more than the 
provision of a reinfo~cement for a threatened area. It is 
trained to a high degree of mobility, and would be wasted 
in merely strengthening the garrisons of naval bases such 
as Gibraltar, Malta, Aden·, or Hongkong; indeed the gar-

10 risons of these places, though for the moment depleted 
on account of the disturbances in Palestine and China, are 
calculated on a scale which permits of their manning their 
local defence against sea-borne attack and to some extent 

L against air attack. l 
(;,VYu 1 

1 
/ 

15 But there are other areas where their presence might 
well be require . If we leave India out of..t. the question, 

~• ~"'~ ,, t,· l ~ .r- JI 

we have had~ ve recent exp,enence of what might hap-
pen in the Med1teria~ean basin and .especially in Egypt, 
where England has the treaty liability of helping that 

20 country to resist invasion. A sin1ilar liability faces her in 
Iraq, though the danger is not at the moment very appar­
ent. The Imperial interests that are be~ind these two 
liabilities are the protection of the Suez Canal and of the · 
Briti h oil supplies at the head of the Persian Oulf and 

25 in Iraq. 
The Comn1unal troubles in Palestine are with us to­

day, so that we need not enlarge upon them. It is signifi­
cant, however, that there are some six battalions of infan­
try stationed there to-day, in place of a normal_ two bat-

30 talions. Should any foreign power wish to exploit or to 
aggravate the present unhappy situation by active inter­
vention, Britain' 1nilitary forces in Palestine would need 
to be very considerably increased. 
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Further east we are faced by an almost unprecedented 
.· state of affairs in China. Large British commerci;ll 
interests, and large numbers of British subjects have to 
be protected in a con1paratively small zone _in the centre 
of a theatre of war. For the thir~ time in hx;e]ve years 5 

have reinforcements had to be sent to Shanghai. It is not 
hard to envisage a situation in which considerably larger 
military reinforce1nents might have to be sent to provide 
the mini1nu1n of protection to British nationals against the 
irruption i~to. the . International Settlement of hordes of 10 

defeated foreign soldie.ry. 
Although the Secretary of State has placed Home De­

fente first among the various dµ.ties allotted to the Army, 
its consideration has been left to the end of this article; 
because the factors involved are complicated by the fact 15 

that both .the Territorial and the Regular Anny are to 
participate in its assurance. , , 

I 

From the foregoing resume of the duties of the Regular 
· , ,... . l""v \ ' 11 

Army it \Xdll be seen that our ovetseas _commitments ab-
sorb more than half its strength in peace-time, and that, 20 

in war-time., the remaining half may quite possibly be 
required to proceed abroad as well. What then of our 
defence in Great Britain against sea-borne or air attack? 
These duties have had to be handed over to the Territoria 1 
Army, since these are the only forces whose presence in 25 

England can be ensured at any given time. Moreover, 
anti-aircraft defe·nce involves highly specialized training 
and special equipment, such as would not be found arnong 
the troops who constitute the Strategic Reserve, which is 
trained for a mobile role. It is apparent from the Secretary 30 

of State's speech that, if the Strategic Reserve has not 
actually left our shores, it will be employed on "internal 
security" duties; but the fact ren1ains that the burden of 
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defence against air attack will be borne mainly by two 
divisions of the Territorial Arn1y, specially trained and 
equipped for the purpose. · 

Should we be dragged into a European war, these 
G forces will certainly be the first to become engaged, both 

in defending our ports and in driving off hostile aircraft. 
What has hitherto been regarded as our second line of 
military defence has thus, paradoxically, beco111e our first 
line, and we must see to it that these coast defence and 

10 anti-aircraft units ar_e kept short neither of the n1en nor 
of the war material without which it will be impossible 
for them to carry out their all-important duties of protect­
ing our wives, our . children and· our families from the 
horrors of invasion . . 

15 (Lieut.-General Sir Ronald Charles in 'Rising Strength', April 1938.) 

HOME DEFENCE BY THE TERRITORIAL ARMY. 

The new fori:ns of attack to which the develop111ent of 
aircraft has exposed the British Isles have altered the 
whole character of the responsibilities of the army in 

· 20 home defence. Jihe P,,ossibility of th1 invasio'n of these 
'-('°,:f ~ ,(,,1,¥ e..., 

islands in a ma3or uropean war has often been given 
more p(orr{fne~~ th~ n it deserved; cerfainly a greater 
number of trbo[-)s than could be justified on p~rely 1nili­
tary grouh · were retained for home defence during 

25 1914-18; but man will always be more chary of accepting 
a risk to his neck than one to a limb, and a successful 
invasion of the British Isles would be the end of the 
British Empire.,~ Land forces have, however, never been 
our first line of defence against invasion; for invasion 

30 would be an impracticable operation while British naval 
·forces controlled our home waters. With powerful air 
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10 Home Defence by th·e Territorial Army. 

forces _in the British Isles the difficulty of invasion \'cot' id 

be enhanced; and against invasion to-day our land forcc3 
are no more than a third line of defence, only likely to be 
needed in serious action if our naval and air forces hctd 

. . 
G been crippled or were engaged in another theatre of \\', , 1· . 

\ Against air attack, however, the duties of the ar n1y ;_11 e 
/\ in u1 e a different category. If we were ever again en­

gaged in a European war, no branch of the arn1y \'Cot itd 
be more certain to be engaged, or more liable to be C''"t-

10 gaged from the very outbreak of war, than our ant;-
aircraft defences in Great Britain. The anti-air.craft guns 

O!i~ ,. -· tv,J I h 1 d f F. ht . and searcfi 1gnts are not our ~ o e · e ence. 1g er a~t-
craft are no less important; and the ability of our O\\ n ~ 

bombers to retaliate against the enemy is the strong.::~st . 
15 deterrent that \Ve can offer to attack. None the less, A.A. 

gun and lights are an essential part of our first li'ne of 
defence against a form of attack upon this country which 
i more likely than any other to be made if we are ever 
at war with a neighbouring European power. 

X
20 It might be expected that a r?le of such vital importance 

a the m·anning of the anti-aircraft guns and lights of 
Great Britain would be undertaken by the regular army; 
it i , however, being undertaken by the Territorial Army, 
which t'irfi's becomes in this re pect a part o our first line 

\)I ~l.e..M,1~ ~ ' '.;.,/ M-5)\ ( ·. r 

25 of land aefence. ever 5efore as so im poitant a part in 
our ef1nce. organisation been entrusted to t~oo p's whose 
period of training is perforce so li1nited. There is, how­
ever, no other branch of the army whose job is so definite 
and cut-and-dried a that of the anti-aircraft units; effi-

'30 ciency may ther~fore be attained in spite of limited time 
for training. The keenness shown and the standard of r . 

· I efficiency already attained by the territorial formations 
which have undertaken so heavy a respon?ibility give 
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every encouragement to the belief that the organisation . 
now being developed \Vill become a thoroughly effective 
defence. , _ · ' 

While a~ti-aircraft defence has been added to the army's 
liabilities in home defence, its· forn1er liabilities for coast G 

defence and defence against raids and invasion have not 
been eliminated. The risks of these forms of attack vary 
with the relative strengths of naval forces and are smaller 
to-day than they \xrere in 1914. Our naval strength to- , 
day is greatly superior to that of any other Europea_n 10 

power, and we need have no a·pprehension · of attack on 
our shores by the United States or Japan. There is, there-
fore, no real danger at the present time that any enen1y 
would attempt' ai:i invasion of the British Isles, and our­
defence need only be designed to defeat raids on a lin1ited 15 ' 

scale. Naval Bombardment of our home ports would still 
I 

be possible, though an enemy who was in a position to 
attack them by air would be less likely than formerly 
to risk his ships in a bombardment from the sea, par­
ticularly when he would be exposing his ships t the 20 

~dditional risk of bon1bing by shore-based aircraft. Sea­
borne raids aiming at landing small parties to destroy 
important installations, to shake our morale, or ·to make 
us retain a disproportionate number of troops at home, 
also remain possibJe, though they, too, have become less 2!) 

·probable no\v that air raids might achieve similar results · \ 
and .the risk entailed for sea-borne raids has been in­
creased. Against these_ possible risks coa t defence are 
maintained at our defended ports, and a certain propor-

. I 

tion of n1obile troops would be retained at hon1e in war 30 

_so :disposed as ~to be able to deal quickly \v'ith any enemy 
-who might be landed as a raiding party. 

These latter troops \vould, in addition, be ready to <lea] 
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equally quickly with any enetny raiding parties landed 
from the air with similar objects to those with which sea­
borne raids might be made. At the present time it is highly 
improqable that parach.ute raids_ on this country would 

5 be attempted by any European enemy except on a very 
small scale, though it ·would be rash to assume that futu re 
developments will not enable this form of attack to grow 
into a more serious danger. 

One other duty might fall upon the army in home 
10 defence. It is now ~ dely appreciated that in any major 

European war in which this country might be invoh'ec.l 
enemy air attacks, whether aimed directly at our ci\'il 
population or concentrated upon ports, munition factories, 
communications and other military . 9bjectives, \vouicl 

15 inevitably cause heavy casualties and widespread dis­
organisation and distress among our civil population. 
Although preparations to meet these conditions are being 
made by the Hon1e Office, the difficulty of maintaining 
the se1~vices and administration of the country and re-

_20 distributing the population to decrease their exposure to 
attack might prove even greater than is anticipated. It is 
difficult to doubt that, should this be· so, there w·ould be 

· a demand for the assistance of the army, the organisation 
and particularly the engineering and transport services 

25 of which might prove invaluable. During the first few 
days of war this assistance \vould probably have to be 
given by units of the regular army, but it would clearly be 
uneconomical to employ troops highly trained for war 
upon duties in aid of the civil powei· for a day long~r than 

30 might prove essential. The regular units would have to 
be relieved by territorial units as soon as the· latter had 
been embodied; and within ~ few \Veeks, when the special 
difficulties created by the first intense air attacks had been 
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overcome, the territorial_ units would in turn have to be 
relievedh by pu.rely civil organisations. 

The primary duty of the Terri ori~I Army is home 
defence; and in i-1/ur 

11 
a :'ee of the po icy that the Terri­

torial Army should relieve the regular army of home 5 

defence duties entirel>,:7 and so leave the latter free to fulfil 
its many oversea A~a11s, the former has in recent years 

taken over . the ma_.,.~[1i W all the coast d5f, es in the 

Unitep . K_L~ ? .. ~f · As_ soon as th_ey ~ould be f~ lb ~f£ilised 
and sufficiently trained, Terntonal Army uni s would 10 

c~r.t~{~~ t~~,. \~J\ place of the regular units, which must 
initially '9..ntv· e t e mobile troops required for home 

t If(.,, f 

defence. r 
◄ p.c.. 

The Territorial Army has thus assumed duties and 
responsibilities in home defence far beyond those it bore 

1 
in 1914. It provides to-day a very important part of our 

5 

first line defence. It mans the coast' defences at home as 

the reg_ula~-~~~r~~ ~~Il~ , t~?tst ). at over~ea bases; and it 
would 1n due course provide he mobile home 1efence 
formations ready to round up rapi_sily any enemy detach-

20 
ment which· might be landed on our shores, and would· be 

. -
able, if need be, to assist in the maintenance of the services 
of the country in the face of air attack. Frhese duties 
constitute only the prin1ary and home defence role of the 
Territorial Army, but they serve to show how great a 

2
G 

responsibility it. now bears. Appreciation of the reality 
and importance of this responsibility has probably been 
one .of the chief reasons for the recent great improvement 
in Territorial Army recruiting. 

The announcement of the reorganization of th~ Terri- 30 
torial Army has been warmly \velcomed by its offic~rs · 
and men, enhancing, as it undoubtedly does, the status 
of the citizen forces. 
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In announcing the complete reorganization of the Terri­
torial F ield Army the Minister for W ar stated that it 
must, with modifications a ppropriate to its peculiar char­
acter, be put on the . same footing in every respect as the 

5 Regular Army. Thus ty pes of unit which do not at present 
exist will be formed, and Cavalry Light Tank Regiments, 
Anti-Tank Regiments, Light Anti-Aircraft Regin1ents and 
Tank Batta lions are now· to be provided. 

The c~eation of three Motor-Cycle· Battalions - a unit 
10 non-existent in the Regular Army ,- but peculiarly s1:1,itable 

to the-citize,n soldier, is likely to pro_ve unusually popular. 
(R. H. Dewing, T he Army. W. Hodge u. Co., London 1938.) 

BRITAIN'S GREATEST P E RIL - FOOD SUPPLIES. · 

· It is not necessary to emphasise the importance to th is 
15 country 'of sure suppl ies of food · in the event of war. 

There can b.e no two views on that question. It is a matter 
of fact, and not one of opinion . 

We cannot ignore the experience a nd lessons of the last 
war . 

~o When this country entered the Great , War in 1914, 
our stocks of food, taken as a whole, represented a reserve 
of somewhere in the neighbourhood of six or seven 
months. 

N evertheless, three years later, we were within a very 
2[) few \veeks of exhaustion. 

H ow does our posit ion con1pare \v ith 1914? 

In June, 1936, Sir Sa1nuel Iioare, who was then F irst 
Lord of the Admiralty, declared tha t we had only six 
\Veek ' supply in this country. This \Vas probably an ex­

..;O aggerat ion. But reliable estimates \vould suggest that, be-
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fore the Ooyern1nent's recent purchases of food, we had! 
at the most, enough for three n1onths. 

Thus our supplies of food had fallen to less than half 
of what they were in 1914. 

5 • There are, however, further important considerations 
which make the policy of food storage imper~tive. 

Since 1914 our population has greatly increased. We:. 
have now 4, 000,000 n1ore n1ouths to feed. At the same 
time we hav~ 3,000,000 less acres under cultivation to-day 

10 than in 1914. 
On the top of that there_ has been a very serious decline 

. . 

in the strength _of our Mercantile .l\tlarine. Not only have 
we some 2,000,000 tons less 1nerchant shipping than we 

·, had at -the beginning of the Great War, but the average· 
15 size of our individual sh.ips is greater. 

This, of course, means tha t every torpedo or aerial 
bon1b which finds its 111ark inflicts a proportionately 
greater loss . . 

All our defence plans are based, and are rightly based, 
20 upon the assurnption that we are going to 111aintain our 

naval supre111acy. 
But that assumption· does not alter the fact that we n1ay 

in another .war, as we did in the last, go through a period 
in which our rnerchant shipping rnay suffer crippling 

25 losses through the attacks of ene1ny sub1narines or air­
craft. 

In the last 20 years the methods of defence against 
subn1arines have undoubtedly· made great strides. But, 
from the point of view of our food supply, the. advantage 

30 has, I think, been 1nore than offset by the increase in 

range and power of the air bomE~k", ~ 
Not only _ can the . bon1ber irrtmept ' our food ships 

before they reach our shores, but it can destroy or con .. 
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. ta111inate 1 the stores which we already have in the' great 
silos and granaries at most of ou~ orts. 

Ot 1 G 
There are many who place their aith in increased home 

production. {v, Q.,vt..,L,c; ,, l' f . L) -
The Government's

1 
agri -ultu\-al noliay in regard to de- 5 

. U {' , , ! {]; ,,;,H , 1 (t'>c;,, 1•-1 

f e~ce is,i by increasin~)~~ l er ilit~ p,f the so 1 and by other 

method_s, to ,.!34~ ,9- r ~~iricultur~. in a ~~~/('1~~,.1: in . wh/~,_~! 4r-L, ~ 
can quickly expand its output 111 the event of ,an emer - ,P..c..( 

. {A,,.~l I • f . . I ' .,. ' 

gency. 
I I .(' 

The steps which the Minister of Agriculture is taking 10 

in that direction are necessary and . desirable. But, of~ J ·
1 

I CA 

course, they do not in any way constitute an alternative 
to a policy of food storage. r-

Apart from all other c~;;ider:ltion~~ there is the ques-
/ 

t ion of the fime-lag. 

The Minister of Agriculture hin1self explained only the 
other day that, in a policy of agricultural expansion, a 
considerable period inust elapse before any tangible results 
in increased food supplies can be obtained. 

15 

To increase the output of wheat \Xlould take nine·months, 20 

that of bacon one year, that of mutton two years, and that 
of beef three years. 

From that it is evident that it would be q uite hopeless 
to rely upon any sudden or rapid expansion o.f our hoine 

' production during the early stages of war. 25 

A policy of food storage undoubtedly raises certain 
practical difficulties. 

But the fact that Gern1any has in the last few years 
increased her .food storage ea paci ty by as 111 uch as 50 per 
cent. shows that the e difficultie are by no 111eans insuper- 30 

able. It shows also the irnportance which Germany 
attaches to this aspect of defence. 

Engl. Schulausg. 116. Britain.,,,goes to War. 2 
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Food storage on an effective scale can only be achieved 
through the combination of a number of different 
methods. 

The· farn1ers, the 1nillers, the bakers, the caterers, and 
3 other trading int½rests who already possess considerable 

storage accon11nodation \vill, no doubt, have to receive 
some financial inducement from the Government to n1ain­
tain increased stocks of grain and other non-perishable 
foodstuffs. 

10 But, in addition to this, it will, I think, undoubtedly be 
necessary for tpe Government to construct increased 
storage acco1nmodation on a considerable scale, dispersed 
for safety's sake in different parts of the country. 

Much has been 1nade of the difficulty of buying grain 
15 for storage without upsetting the 1narket. he Govern­

ment's r~cent experience has shown these fears .to be un­
founded. ;'~ -'\'A 

L----f:l~ronivvi1rfHed they are made discreetly and gradually and at 
propitious 1noments when the price of grain is low, these 

20 purchases do not present any grea.ter difficulties than do 
the very si1nilar transactions of the Governn1ent's Ex­
change Equalisation Fund, which has worked so success­
fully for a number of years. 

In conclusi.on, let 1ne e1nphasise that food storage, like 
25 air-raid precautions, is one of those aspects of passive 

defence which, if neglected, can easily undo all the effects 
of spending hundreds of millions of pounds upon the 
expansion and reequip1nent. of our fighting_ forces. 

The advantages of a ·policy of food storage are many 
30 and in1portant. 

It would relieve the Royal Navy of s01ne of the strain 
of its convoying du ties. It would, to so111e extent, make up 
for the present weakness of our Mercantile Marine. It 

,. 



Sammlung Seiler. 

They're in the Army now! Recruits in Training · at Head­
quarters of the Royal Arti11ery. 

\ 

.. 

• 

C!lo 



20 Oil in War-Time. 
--- ------------- - -- -

would give ·the farmers time in \Vhich to increase our 
home production. 

In time of peace, moreover, it \vould be a defin ite­
advantage both to the farmers and to the consun1ers, in 

5 that it would tend to reduce the fl~ctuations in food prices 
between good and bad years. " 

It would be a source of strength to the Government 
and a source of security to the people. The cost is corn-

, 

paratively srnall, \'f'hile the advantages are enormous. 
10 (Duncan Sandys in 'Rising Strength', September 1938.) 

OIL IN WAR-TIME. 

The Royal Navy is corn pletely dependent for its po\,·er 
to perform its functions upon the free supply of oil fuel 
fit for burning under boilers. One-half of the whole Mer­

Hi chant Navy is also oil-driven, and much of it by Diesel 
, I 

engines for which not all oil fuels are suitable. The de-
pendence of the Air Force upon liquid fuel, again of a 
highly specialized description, is as complete as is that 
of the Navy. That of the Army is rapidly approaching the 

20 same degree, and the same is true of aln1ost every activity 
of the common life of the country to-day. Large _sections 
of the population, for instance, now live in localities \vhich 
their daily occupations would forbid to them but for the 
road transport made possible by .a plentiful supply o'f 

25 liquid fuel. It is admitted that the country's requirements 
during a \Var might reach 15,000,000 tons, the bulk of 
which would have to be imported from oversea. Even the 
lesser total of average requirements during peace-time has 
caused concern to those who do not believ·e that the eco-

30 nomic effects of imports on such a scale are offset by 
reciprocal exports or by_ the prosperity which radiates 
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fron1 those en1ployed in the oil industry; and ·the problem 
of n1aintaining even greater imports in time of war has 
caused the concern of these critics to deepen into alarm. 

Those who r,egard with equanimity the complete de­
pendence of Western civilization upon adequate supplies 5· 

of liquid fuel minimize the danger of interruption to fuel · 
supplies on the grounds that oil comes to us from all 
quarters of the globe, that the late W 3:r showed our ability 
to keep enemy depredations on our shipping down to no 
n1ore than 1 per cent., and that we possess oil tankers 10 

with a total dead-weight capacity of over 4,250,900 tons. 
But against this it has been urged by Adrpiral Sir Howard 
Kelly that in tin1e of war titular ownership of assets in 
foreign lands does not necessarily carry with it effective 
physical · control; and that the degree of protection that 15 

could be given to seaborne supplies by the Royal Navy in 
1918 against an enemy situated across the North Sea will 
not necessarily be available against an enemy placed less 
conveniently for this country from a Royal Navy reduced 
by twenty years of economies. Moreover, the very size of 20 

the British tanker fleet, though superficially comforting if 
oil-carrying capacity alone is regarded, n1ay well justify 
a,pprehension on other grounds. Tank vessels are useless 
for general service as cargo-carriers. Their only possible 
employment is to carry inward cargoes of oil and to make 25 

outward voyages in ballast. The tanker tonnage must 
therefore be deducted from the grand total of British 
merchant shipping in a calculation of what is available 
for the general service of the country in time of war - a 
total which, it should be remembered, is less than that of 30 

1914 by some 2,000 ships of over 2,000,000 tons gross, 
and is held by many good authorities · to be seriously 
inadequate to Imperial need 111 war. 
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Thus the situation cannot be regarded as other than 
disquieting. Yet there is no pan_acea, no easy solution 
which can be adopted by a courageous ~troke of the pen. 
Some urge that the Royal •Navy should return to coal as 

5 its fuel, or at least make provision for dual firi ng, so that 
it, at all events, will not be imn1obilized for lack of oil. 
That expedient has been steadily rejected by successive 
Governments, presumably because of the undoubted tech­
nical advantages which the use of oil instead of coal makes 

10 it possible to e111body in a man-of-war. Though it may 
be remarked that all these advantages vanish if due sup­
plies are not available, yet it 111ust be remembered that to 
prov-ide against the Navy's lack would touch only a part 
of the problem. It would little avail the country to-day for 

15 its 111en-of-war to maintain their mobility if the other 
def~nce Services were paralysed. There is no hope, more­
over, in atten1pts to put the clock back by resuming, on 
any large scale, the use of raw coal for purposes in \-xrhich 
it has been superseded by modern applications of oil fuel, 

20 though s0111ething can no doubt be achieved by t he evo­
lution of n1odern methods of coal utilization. Transport 
vehicles, for instance, consuming solid fuel through the 
111edium of producer gas may perhaps reduce the demand 
for imported fuel, but there would not seem to be any 

25 hope of the · same expedient being applied to aircraft. · 
Though su~stantial progress has been made of late years 
in the developn1ent of mqre than one process for the 
extraction of oil from coal, or for the transformation of · 
certain varieties of coal into liquid fuel, there would seem 

30 to be no present prospect of more than a small fraction of 
the national con un1ption being provided by such mean , . 
and, in any ea e, the Navy requires fuel depots in distant , 
as \-xrell as in ho1ne \Vater . The proble1n i indeed so large • 
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that no one branch of industry or of national defence can 
contribute 1nore than a small share to its solution . In the 
year 1903 the Government of the day deemed it expedient 
to appoint a Royal Comn1ission to inquire into the prob-

5 len1 of food· supplies in time of war. The present question 
of oil supplies in tin1e of .war is of equal if not greater 
gravity; but to-day there is an organization which did 
not exist in 1903, in the shape of the Con1mittee of 
Iin perial Defence, a vailablc for the study of just such 

10 large-scale problems. There can be few if any \,1hich call 
1nore urgently for its close and unremitting attention. 

(Times 31 /1 2/37.) 

SPEED IN WAR. 

The dra1natic shrinkage of the world's spaces, changing 
15 old conceptions of distance, has a n1eaning beyond the 

sphere of normal aviation. It has given an electric shock 
to those who are still inclined to survey the prob len1 of 
security through pre-war spectacles, and has powerfully 
reinforced the arguments of the modern school of thought. 

20 India reached in less than twenty-four hours; Singa­
pore, the gateway to the Far East, brought within barely 
forty hours of London.; the coast of Australia crossed in 
just over two days of ·flying; the 11,300 miles from Lon­
don to Melbourne covered in less than three. And missiles 

25 as well as missives can be delivered by air. The norn1al 
day bombers of the present ti1ne carry a bomb-load of 500 
pounds. _Double this bomb-load, ally it to a range of a 
thousand miles - and you can begin to estin1ate the n1en­
ace to which the countries of Europe and Asia are now 

30 exposed. 
Even if one divides the range by half - since bon1bers 

must usually return to their base unless they can fly on 
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to land in an ally's territory or are de~icated to a deli­
berate sacrifice - it has a formidable span. Take a map, 
dra\',;.' circles of soo· 1niles' radius from the coast or frontier 
aerodromes of the various countries, and of their colonies 
- you can measure the menace for yourself. There are not 5 

many places in the civilized world that do not lie under 
the shadow . of the wings of the Angel of Death. 

O ne of t he most ominous changes now in progress lies 
in the reconciliation of speeq and size. For size spells 
bigger · bomb-load, or, alternatively, longer range. The 10 

Ja rge bombers of the war were slow and clumsy machines ; 
to diminish the risk of attack by diminutive pursuit ma­
chi nes, they had to confine their raids to the night. But 
the big machines that are being born. to-day have a high 
performance. Many of those -designed for passenger 15 

service can be easily .adapted to war use. 
Have we yet · grasped, or even conceived, the many­

sided effect on war its~lf when the operations of war can 
be carried out at 200, or even 300, · miles an hour? The 
gulf between this and anything in past experience is so 20 

vast that the military mind, or perhaps any mind, can 
hardly be relied on to span it. And if it falls short, what 
an abyss it may fall into! 

It was Colonel La:wrence ( of Arabia) who remarked ­
"With two thousand years of examples behind us we have 25 

no excuse, when fighting, for not fighting well." Yet the 
history of the last war bears overwhelming proof that this 
store of experience did not succeed in making us fight 
well in the mental sense. 

For thousands of years, ?ince war began, war has bee~ 30 

waged at walki~g pace. Man's feet have been the basis 
of military movements. That state1nent is not affected by 
the fact that at an early stage in history he learned to 
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use animals to .assist his rnovements. Cavalry armies have 
been rare. Save under special conditions or during a fe\xr 
exceptional periods, the horse-mounted soldier and the 
horse-drawn vehicle have only been auxiliary limbs of the 

5 foot-marching body. 
Man's means of . hitting gradually developed. Very 

gradually, it is true - shock weapons re111ained predomi­
nant until the eighteenth century, and even then it is 
a question whether the smooth-bore musket was much 

10 superior to the long-bow in the hands of the Black Prince's 
.archers. It \xras only with the nineteenth century and after 
the Napoleonic Wars that firearms began to transform 
the battlefield. 

Although \veapons might change, \Valking remained 
15 constant. Even unto 1914. In the American Civil War, 

as in the \Vars in Europe that followed, the railway cer­
tainly began to play an important part, although mainly 
in the initial concentration of armies. 

In 1914, a century after n1echanical n1ovement had 
20 begun, the armies marched forward on foot from the line 

where their initial assembly was complete. 
The French trudged forward to the Belgian frontier, 

whereas a dozen divisions despatched by rail from the 
' I 

tail of their columns to support the isolated Belgians 
25 would almost certainly have sufficed to hold the Germans 

on the short and strong Antwerp-Namur line and have 
prevented them from even reaching the threshold of 
France. The Germans, their path thus smoothed by the foe, 
outflanked the French on the frontier and poured triumph-

30 antly down the roads into France. Yet by the time th'ey 
reached the outskirts of Paris they bore the air of a beaten 
army - beaten by hard marches on an e111pty sto111ach. 
No great battle of history saw less hard fighting than the 
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so-called Battle of the Marne which turned the tide of the 
World War. General Hunger and General Exhaustion 
had done their work when General J offre took his oppor­
tunity to penetrate the crack. 

The Qerman marching mass had imposed too h·eavy a 5 

strain on its own means of supply, which in turn were 
strained to breaking point by the Belgians' destruction of 
the bridges over the Meuse as well as by the demolitions 
carried out by their retreating allies. No trains could run 
past Liege until August 24, and then only by an awkward 10 

deviation. Even when the German marching columns had 
reached the Marne, the supplies of all three armies on 
the decisive right wing had to pass along this one half­
strangled artery. · The block was also the decisive factor 
in making it impossible for the Germans to reinforce 15 

their right wing, according to the original plan- although 
it would have been useless to multiply numbers unless 
they could have been fed. Thus \Ve can see that in this 
supren1e crisis of the war a handful of Belgian engineers 
on the Meuse counted for more than several army corps 20 

on the .lYiarne. 
Apart from a few /(anc-tireurs, working behind the 

German front without hope of quarter if caught, these 
demolitions were carried out before the enemy arrived. 
In the future they may" be executed, at any 1noment, be- 25 

hind the advancing masses - by heavy bombs dropped 
from _aircraft, or even by demolition detach1nents trans­
ported by air. The effect may be not merely embarrassing, 
but disastrous. 

Here is one aspect of "the new n1obility." But not the 30 

only one. for it affect every side of \Var. In the past, the 
power of 1nove1nent by annies was li1ni ted strictly by leg 
power. Mobility varied only in degree, not in kind. Yet 
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even a slight variation of pace often had far-reaching re­
sults; it accounts for son1e of the most significant changes 
in the course of history. 

When the Macedonian phalanx 1net the Roman legion, 
[ 5 weight' and strength as well as reputation were on the 

side <?f the phalanx. The legion broke the phalanx because 
it had the 1nobi_lity and the flexibility-which is simply 
internal n1obili ty- to probe the weak joint in the phalanx, 
which was the fact that the men composing it could not 

10 face about singly and defend the1nselves. The legion, by 
contrast, was a grouping of separate n1aniples instead of 
a solid body. Moreover, the legionaries who co1nposed 
the maniple fought in open order, and so could n1ove 
more quickly and 1nore ni1nbly. Thus while the forward 

15 mani ples te1n porarily held the phalanx in play, the reserve 
maniples slipped round the phalanx and charged it in 
rear. 

But when the legions n1et Hannibal, the tables were 
turned on them at first; they were -beaten by the superior 

20 mobility \Xrhich Hannibal enjoyed through the ability of 
his infantry to give grourid without breaking and the 
capacity of his cavalry wings to s_trike the legion in rear 
when it was momentarily disordered. The situation was 

· eventually saved by Scipio's reforms; he developed the 
~5 legion into a still more rnobile and flexible body, and 

created cavalry to vie with the Carthaginians. 
In the centuries that ·fo1lowed, the success of the l~gion 

in maintaining the Ron1an dominion so long against 
many-sided pressure owed 1nuch to the developn1ent of a 

30 network of strategic roads. Science did not enable the 
Romans to produce 1nechanical leg , but they gave their 
soldiers roads on :which they could use their legs to the 
best advantage. 
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Th~n, in the Middle Age , came the most striking of all 
past examples of the power of SU perior 111obility - when • • 
the Mongol horsemen swept across Asia and Europe, over­
throwing every army they met between · the Yellow Sea 
and the Baltic. Their mobility arose fro1n perfect assimi- 6.5.J 
lation to their means of movement - they were bred in the 
saddle and hoped to die in it - and fro1n ability to live 
sparsely in order to travel light. Each trooper had spare 
mounts and carried his own subsistence, so that the 
Mongol army ·was unencumbered by masses of transport. 10 

The Mongols proved that lightly arn1ed troops can beat 
more heavily armed ones if their rnobi lity is sufficiently 
superior. Theirs was an all-cavalry arn1y, which dispensed 
with the need of any infantry mass, solid and slow, as 

- a pivot. · · 1~ 

The story of the phalanx and legion was repeated at 
the dawn of modern times, when the mobile and flexible 
S\vedish formation produced by Oustavus Adolphus over­
threw the massive formation, resembling a slow-motior. 
fortress, upon which Spain and the E1npire had built 20 

their do1nination of Europe. Gustavus enhanced the effect 
of his reforms by initiating a revival of cavalry mobility, 
both ori and off the battlefield. Cavalry, hampered by 
its dense formation, had sunk into the habit of ,trotting 
up to the enemy's piked array, when each rank would 25 

feebly discharge its pistols and wheel off to reload. Ousta­
vus reduced the depth of his cavalry · to three ranks and 
made them charge - with shattering effect. . 

In the English Civil War, less than a generation· later, 
1nobility became even n1ore the decisive factor. Cron1- 30 

well's "Ironsides" were cavalry- and the infantry scarcely 
counted, He put more impetus into the cavalry charge 
than Oustavus even had attained, and relied on it 1nore. 
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Moreover, he developed such a control over the speed 
~ that he could turn his cavalry from one target to another 

in the heat of battle. By such means he turned the scales 
of Marston Moor and Naseby. Then, to the tactical 

5 mobility with which he won these battles, he added a 
strategic mobility so high that his "crowning mercy, " the 
Worcester campaign of 1651, was virtually ·decided by 
sheer speed of movement before battle was joined. Faced 
with the difficulty of direct attack on the Scottish royal 

10 army on its own ground, he deliberately opened to it a 
path into England. He gave it a start down the West 
Coast and then moved down the East Coast, sending his 
cavalry ahead under Lambert. Covering 200 miles in ten 
days over bad roads, Lambert headed off the Scots by the 

15 time they were half-way to London, and shepherded them 
into the bag at Worcester, which was drawn tight as soon 
as Cromwell came up. 

The startling success of the armies of the French Revo­
lution, and of Napoleon's subsequently, was still more a 

20 triumph of superior mobility. The revolutionary troops 
were .too ardent and undrilled to conform to the orthodox 
slow step, and the quick step became normal for marching 
and fighting - a sacrifice of solidity and symmetry to 
speed. The quickened rate of 1nove1nent enabled the 

25 French to outman~uvre their opponents on the battle­
field, and for their reinforcements to appear on the battle­
field when their opponents assumed them to be miles 
away. The Revolutionary armies suffered another dis­
advantage which increased their advantage. Their chaotic 

30 supply system compelled them to spread widely over the 
countryside in order to find food - which the other armies 
obtained from a complex system of magazines a11d cu1n-· 
brous supply trains. The French forces were thus scat-
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tered in \vhat seemed reckless style - in the young 
Napoleon Bonaparte's first ca1npaign his army of le 
than 50,000 1nen were spread ·over as much as 100 miles 
of front. The fact lulled his opponents into a false security. 
Such dispersion ·mattered little when the French troops 5 

could concentrate at any point with \vhat seemed in­
credible swiftness. The weakness became a strength -
t hrough the power of surprise it conferred. 

Half a century later, the American Civil War taught 
a fresh lesson in mobility - that \vas not learnt. The 10 

lesson \X!as the more significant becau e this conflict 
became the first modern war. One 111ight say that it 
opened in the old era and ended in -the new. It was 
marked by the appearance of a new power of strategic 
mobility - due to the railway. The effect, however, was 15 

to reduce mobility rather than increa e it. The railway 
fostered the expansion of annies- i t could f orwar.d 1nore 
men, and feed them, than could fight effectively. It fos­
tered _their wants, and th_ey became tied to the end of the 
rai lway line. 20 

Another significant syn1ptom of the A111erican Civil 
W ar was the decline of tactical n1obility - due to the 
developn1ent of firearms. The advance on the battlefield 
in face of fire became terribly difficult, and the opposing 
sides sank into trenches. In11nobility beca111e a normal 25 

state as the war went .on . The Northern armie , being 
accusto1ned to better feeding, were more subject to 
paralysis than their rivals. In the We t, especially, the 
dangers of a railway-fed 1nass were expo ed by the 1nobile 
raids of Forrest and Morgan. It wa a faint foreshadowing 30 

of what may happen in the future to ma s arn1ie who e 
communications can be reached by aircraft, airborne en• 
gineer , or tanks. Eventually the North found in herman 
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a strategist who diagnosed these syn1ptoms more clearly 
than any of his time or since. The enemy had struck at 
him through his railways; he would strike at them 
through theirs, while immunizing himself. Science had 

G not yet provided any alternative mechanized means of 
movement to the railway, so he found a solution in 
reviving the old mobility. To move fast, he saw, troops 
must move light - freed fron1 fixed lines of supply and 
from their own desire for encumbering comforts. Having 

10 cut down his impedimenta to the minimum, he cut loose 
from his _railway communications - to n1arch through 
Georgia and the Carolinas, cutting the lines which fed 
the main Confederate army and wrecking its supply 
system at the source. The effect was dramatic and 

15 decisive. 
But the portents of this war were missed in Europe. 

Filled with dreams of Napoleonic victories, the General 
Staffs multiplied their masses to overthrow the enemy 
in this clash, but did not pause tQ reflect on the difficulties 

20 of keeping tbem supplied witpout losing the power of 
man~uvre. Still less attention did they pay to the tactical 
problem of covering the la~t few hundred yards. They 
tended to picture the attack as a glorious headlong rush. 

When the war came, it was the problem of that last 
25 few hundred yards that beat them. And in the rare in-
. stances when they overcame it, _or found a way round, 

their hopes were bankrupted by the difficulty of main­
taining on the move the masses they were trying to move 
-as in the German adv~nce of 1914. Mobility soon 

30 crystallized into immobility, along . the entrenched fronts. 
Their disregard of the foundations of sustained mobility 

could not have been more clearly shown than by the 
solution they long persisted in trying - that of ever more 
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voluminous artillery bo1nbardn1ents . For although this 
storm of shells might crush the defenders, it broke up the 
ground so thoroughly as to check -continued advance and 
block pursuit. 

At last, more effective means of overcon1ing the defence 5 
were found, in tanks, gas, and the chance cloak of fog. 
Even then, the problem of continuous advance was never 
solved before the war ended - mainly through exhaustion. 
In the la t phase the difficulty of supply across the devas­
tated areas becan1e a greater obstacle than German resist- 10 

ance. And after the Armistice, the Allied arn1ies were 
forced to pause before a fraction of them could advance, 
unopposed, into Germany. 

Are we wiser now? Have \Ve any clearer understanding 
of the que tion of mobility? 15 

So far as recent developments in equipment have gone, 
the armies are becoming motorized but not bullet-proof. 
They have far more mobility - until they meet opposition. 
To retain mobility when one comes un~er fire one needs 
armoured mobility. 20 

A few stray 1nachine gunners may suffice to bring 
unarmoured troops to a hal~. The best hope of rapid 
progress lies in armoured vehicles, . if there are ~nough 
of the111. No army as yet has enough to warrant much 
hope·. 25 

There is, however, an alternative possibility. If mech­
anized troops c~nnot make a way through, they may find 
a way round - where frontiers are long and spaces wide. · 

The aim of such moves, if wisely directed, will not be 
to strike the enemy troops in the back - unlike the mem- 30 

bers . of the ancient phalanx, they can turn about • and 
fight - but to cut the communications on which they de-

Eng1. Schulausg. 116. Britain goes to War. 3 
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pend. The object will be to dislocate · their organization 
by destroying headquarters and signal centres; to cut off 
supplies by destroying .railways and road transport; ev_en, 
if possible, to teach and attack the sources of supply. The 

5 back areas of a modern army are littered with targets that 
are difficult to defend; still more so is the interior of 
an _industrialized country. And whi~e modern conditions 
have increased the target, modern sp~ed gives mechanized 
forces more scope for striking it than cavalry forces ever 

10 enjoyed in the past. 

Such an aim will be similar, if supplementary, to that 
of the air forces. The spe~d and range that are possible 
in the air undoubtedly give aircraft far more chance than 
the fastest landcraft of attaining their aim, and evading 

15 opposition. For this reason the mechanized land forces 
will prob_ably be reserved for the shorter-range objectives 
in the immediate rear of the hostile army. Another func­
tion of theirs will be to strike _at the enemy's aerodromes; 
to reduce the effectiveness of his air operations by forcing 

20 them to start farther back. The large ground organization 
of a modern air force is its Achilles heel. 

But the rear organization of modern armies forms a 
still weaker spot. By its increasing complexity it has be­
come more vulnerable just as modern speed has made it 

25 n1ore accessible to an assailant. The old proverb "unity is 
strength" no longer holds good. The more concentrated a 
modern army is, the more vulnerable it will be; and the 
larger it is, the more liable to paralysis. 

(L. Hart, When Britain goes to War.) 

• 



British Tank Doctrine of to-day. 35 

BRITISH TANK DOCTRINE OF TO-DAY. 

General Smith, the commander of the recently formed 
and ne~ly armed 2nd British Mobile Division,1 has· had 
a difficult job given him by the con1mander of the small 
British army which landed a few days ago on an unde- 5 

fended strip of the coast of Ruritania. The fighting part 
of the army has got ashore, but not its transport and 
impedimenta, and a strong Ruritanian force is known to 
be hurrying up hot foot from the south "to catch us," as 
the army commander put if to General Smith, "before 10 

we've got our bathing togs quite off~ or our town suitings 
more than· half on." 

In the course of their subsequent talk, which we· need 
not follow in detail, the Chief had given General Smith 
his orders. 15 

"Get out in front and meet these birds and keep them 
off us here till we all get ashore - say for four days fro1n 
now. Slow them up, worry them, hit them where you can 
- only don't get caught yourself and don't get cut up, 
because I shall want you and your people for a real job 20 

later." 

This is the Division's second day out. Much has been 
happening, and much more is about to happen soon. 
Its co-operating air squadrons got sight of the Ruritanians 
yesterday - a whole division of the1n; they were then 25 

thirty m_iles off and_ advancing fast. They have not been 

1 "fh1s consists entirely of mechanized or motorized troops, the 
fighting units comprising a tank brigade (1 battalion of lights 

· and 3. mixed battalions of lights and mediums), 2 brigades of 
mechanized cavalry (each of 3 light-tank regiments), an armoured 30 
car regiment, and motorized . infantry, artillery, · and engineers in 
proportion. ·. 

3* . 
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keeping up that pace since; a little judicio_us machine­
gunning from the air has helped to slow the1n up, but the 
main brake has been the activities of the Mobile Division. 

The first of its ground troops to get touch with the 
5 enemy were the pa~rol cars of its arn1oured car regi1nent, 

which were speeding down all the roads to its fro nt and 
\v'ide to its flanks by breakfas~-time. The flank patrols had 
cast around widely, but found nothing - it was useful 
to know that the lone Ruritanian division was the only 

10 one in the . area at present, though there would certainly 
be others before long. 

The forward patrol of the Division had soon run into 
the enemy. Some had bickered with then1 - hidden round 
corners, shot at their first troops as they can1e swinging 

15 or stealing round, and then whipped off to play the same 
trick farther on. Some had lain up in woods or hollows 
off the roads, waiting for a chance to dash down a side 
road upon the flank of some unwary enen1y colu1nn, or 
loose off a burst of fire into it at short range. The enein1y 

20 had been worrie~ all morning in this \Xtay, but by after­
noon the game had beco1ne too dangerous, and the ar­
moured cars had all been called in. 

The light tanks of the two mechanized cavalry brigades, 
working one to the west and one to the east of the two 

~5 roads by which the Ruritanians are pushing up to the 
north, had taken up the . running in the afternoon and 
evening. They had rnade their presence felt all right ! 
On the front and outer flanks of both the Rtiritanian ­
columns, these fas t little 1nachines h_ad appeared at half-a-

30 dozen places at once, shooting up a party at long range 
here, darting in for a quick volley and a scuttle back to 
cover there, lying hidden so1newhere else until a good 
target offered itself, and then a · burst of fire and away 
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every Type of Obstacle. 

, 



38 British Tank Doctrine of to-day. 

before the enemy could kno\X! where they were, much less 
catch them. · 

By tea--time the Ruritanian commander had evidently 
concluded, as General Smith had meant him to conclude, 

5 that there was a formidable Briti h tank force at large, 
somewhere just over the di tant horizon, and that he 
might be attacked by it at any moment; He had therefore 
taken the best measures he could to secure his con1mand's 
safety, while still continuing its advance. 

10 A thick screen of anti-tank guns, of which the Ruri­
tanians seemed to have plenty, had been put out in front; 
they moved forward in two halve , one half bounding up 
from one ridge to the next half a mile ahead, then waiting 
for the other to follow and take po ition to cover its next 

15 bound before it went forward again. We11 behind, bunched 
close, each with half-a-dozen 1nore reserve anti-tank guns 
at its head, came the two marching columns; each had 
a second screen of anti-tank gun 1noving along high 
ground on its outer flank, and half-a-dozen more bringing 

20 up its rear. The Ruritanian divi ion, in fact, fi nished the 
day's march enclosed in a ort of 1noving anti-tank gun 
box; its rate of advance had been badly slowed up, and 
its gait had rather resembled that of a cat on hot bricks, 
but it had kept ·1noving still, and settled down for the 

25 night in a densely wooded anti-tank area, with all the 
approaches well guarded. 

General Smith might have been well satisfied with his 
division's first day's work if he had not been so preoccu­
pied with something else that was ju t about to begin. 

30 The Ruritanian divi ion had set out at blush of dawn in 
the same formation as t_he day before; little - he hoped ! 

. - did they suspect what was coining to them! Just ahead 
of them now was a light tank screen, and behind so1ne 
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close-support tanks with smoke mortars, ready to put out 
. a screen on the enemy front and right flank. Lying up in 

a wood away oh that flank was the whole of the British 
Tank _Brigade. As soon as the smoke _screen came down·, 
it was to issue forth and make for the enemy's rear. The 5 

light battalion would wh~el up as soon as it got well 
behind the Ruritanian right column, to attract the atten­
tion of the bunch of anti-tank guns at its tail; then the 
three medium battalions, two up in front and one in 
second line, swinging farther round still and the11: turning 10 

to head north, \vould break in and attack the right column 
from t~e west, ·when it had no pr?tection screen out at all. 
A few guns left with the column itself might get in.to 
action, if they \Vere lucky and quick, before the tanks' fire 
struck their crews down; the rest of the force would be 15 

helpless before this attack from a totally unexpected direc-
. . . 

tion, believed to be safe and secure. 
General Smith had a vivid - perhaps a too vivid -

imagination. He could see the· picture now, as he sat in 
his head.quarters car, parked on a village green, waiting 20 

for the first report of the attack - the sudden roar of a 
hundred enginfs -. the sleet of bullets at short range­
the rattle of the tracks of the oncoming tanks, the sun 
gleaming on their metal as they thundered forward - the 

· bellowed orders of surprised .officers hardly heard above 25 

the din - horses rearing 'and neighing, men fallin·g ·-
. . 

groans, cnes, panic ... 
"Beg pardon, sir - your ·tea, sir!" 
The General yawned, rolled over and opened a sleepy 

eye on the unlovely barracks of dear, dirty old Tidworth. 30 

* * * 
General Brown's 2nd British Tank Brigade. forms part , 

. of the Expeditionary Force sent across Channel. to co-
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operate with the Neustrian Army in its duel with the · 
larger and more formidable forces of her eastern neigh­
bour, Austrasia. The fort~fied barrier guarding her eastern 
frontier had caved in before the first Austrasian ~ttack, 

5 but the exploiting force, fanning out in pursuit through 
the gap, has been checked and thrown on the defensive. 
It is now standing to fight on a thirty-mile front, and 
though its flanks are open, it is known that Austrasian 
reinforcements are hurrying forward to prolong them on 

10 either side, so as to form a huge, hostile peninsula, jutting 
right _out in the heart of Neustria-a most awkward and 
undesirable situation for that country. The Neustrian 
Command~r-in-Chief, with the full approval of the Gen­
eral commanding the British Expeditionary Force, has 

15 determined to attack at once, before these enemy rein­
forcements can put in an appearance. A frontal attack 
alone would certainly be slow and possibly unsuccessful; 
he h?,s decided, agairi with the hearty concurrence of his 
British colleague, to use the British Tank Brigade to press 

20 round the enemy's flank and break suddenly into their 
rear by surprise, while the main body of the Allied armies 
presses hard and heavily on their front. 

So far - it is very early on ,the morning of the second 
day of the battle - the move seems, General Brow·n thinks, 

25 to have gone well. During the last two nights the Tank 
Brigade has been moving from one concealed area well 
behind the Allied lines, by way of a second one far out to 
their flank, to a third one within striking distance of the 
rear of the enemy's front. Here they all are- the light 

30 battalion and the three mixed battalions of the brigade ­
ready to strike out, as soon as it is light enough to seet: 
against the area up on the plateau ten miles off to the east, 
where the right flank of the Austrasian gun line r~sts. 
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·. General Brown has been fully informed by air recon­
naissance of their dispositions here, of which t_he most 
interesting, from his point of view, is that the area is 
guarded by a wide semicircle of anti-tank guns, five miles 
from end to end, against any attack from north-west, west 5 

or south-west. 

"A nasty looking nut to crack, sir," respectfully remarks 
Colonel Harris, commanding the 12th Battalion, as the 
four colonels and the General bend together over the 
lantern-lit map la)d out on an improvised table amid the 10 

trees screening the-halted Brigade fro1n prying airmen. 

"Oh, not too bad, ·Harris, surely. We've often tried it 
before on the Plain. Now we've got to put into practice 
what we learnt there." 

"What's the programme, sir?" asks Colonel James, the 15 

13th Battalion commander. 

"Quite simple; quite normal - nothing new. Maxwell, 
your lights will go ahead and get up as close as you can 
to the north tip of this anti-tank gun- line. Then halt and 

· wait fpr me there to come and have a look-see. Wilson," 20 

to the 14th Battalion commander, "you'll come up with 
me, so stand by for a call. So far as I_ can foresee, I shall 
want to use your lot for a· diversion to mop up the north 
part of the screen. If there's a way in to its r~ar, round by 
the north here, you'll take that, and run right along to the 25 

south behind it. Send _your mediums by companies to 
smash back through the line from behind, one by on.e, 
and use your lights for a frontal diversion if you can get . 
them there. It'll all ·want rather careful timing·, if you 
aren't to get rather heavily hammered, but ... " 30 

"I can manage it all right, sir," says Colonel Wilson, 
confidently. "Anyhow, it's really only a cover for the real · 
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push, I take it, so it doesn 't matter if we do get hotted 
up." 

"I'd rather you didn't, but of · course, you 're r ight. 
Harris, James, you'll go for the real target - the rnass of 

5 the Austrasian guns. Maxwell will go ahead of you, and 
I want a heavy smoke cloud put down all along our south 
.flank as we go, so as to prevent any interference from 
that side from any anti-tank guns Wilson can't or doesn't 
mop up. All t~ree battalions will drive due east straight 

10 for the batteries; go all out as ~ar as that line," the 
General scores with }:iis fingernail a railway line, r unning 
for the most part in a cutting several miles away to the 
east of their wood - "and then, I expect, swing south to 
rally in that valley here - don't forget to piquet it, fi rst 

15 1nan to get there. But I'll let you know that by 'XJireless 
later. All clear ? No questions?" 

"No, sir," "O.K., sir," . "I understand, sir, " "Quite 
clear, sir," comes the chorus of replies. 

"You see, gentle_men," says the General, suddenly be-
20 ginning, he could not himself quite 1nake out \vhy, to 

embark on a tactical lecture, which he can see by his 
subordinates' faces they feel to be quite unnecessary, " the 
idea in all these sorts of jobs 1nust be to approach fron1 an 
unexpected quarter, so that the anti-tank guns have to 

25 hift and show the1nselves - make the main attack at one 
place after feinting at another - put only just what we 
can p·are against the enemy _anti-tank guns lying doggo 
for us, and all we've got else against the enemy artillery _ 
they're cove.ring. The artillery, that's our real objective, 

30 that's the mainstay of their defence; and once it's out of 
the . way there'll be nothing much to stop our frontal 
attack getting to grips with them ... " 

And then, just as he is wondering how on earth he is 
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to get out of this interminable and somewhat ungram­
matical sentence, he suddenly finds his young and pretty 
wife's face gazing disdainfully at him from her pillow. 

"If I'd known," she said, "you talked in your sleep as 
well as snored ... " 5 

* * * 
Colonel Jones, commanding the 9th Arn1y Tal).k Ba_t­

talion, co-operating with the 9th Division of the British 
Expeditionary Force in Neustria, was \vatching his big 
infantry machi°nes just lumbering forward to the frontal 
attack of the Austrasian defensive position. They had 10 
come up last ·night under cover of a co.up1e of air squad­
rons droning noisily overhead to cover the rattle of their 
tracks and the hum and splutter of their en_gines, and had 
lain up in a fold of the ground half a mile ba~k from the 
British outposts till just before the break of day. Now 15 

they were off. 

Colonel Jones was not an easy man to please, but he 
, thought that on ~he whole the arrangements he, and all 

those concerned, had made for the attack had been reason­
ably complete. A mass of artillery was backing him up - - 20 
the opening of th~ barrage a few seconds ago had 8:lmost 
deafened him with its din, and surprised him, as he 
watched the shells fall, by its accuracy and density; he 
was particularly gratified with the smoke screen he had 
asked the chief gunner, somewhat to the latter's surprise, 25 
to put down on the left of his tanks - if the Austrasian 
hadn't got a pocket of their big anti-tank gun there, even 
though the air photos had shown no sign of it, they weren't 
the soldiers he'd always taken them to be! But now, even 
if the guns , we~e there, they'd see nothing to fire at until 30 
his tanks had got safely by, and the accompanying infantry_ 



44 British Tank Doctrine of to-day. 

following close behind ought to be on to ·them and gobble 
them before they had time to do any damage. 

On the whole, the attack seemed to be going well; all 
along the mile of front his battalion was covering, tanks 

5 were going forward, quartering to and fro over the 
ground, lumbering off at a· tangent to deal with some 
well-hidden enemy machine-gun nest that had suddenly 
come to desperate and hopeless life, or nosing along a 
hedge _or ditch that looked as if it might, or . ought to, 

:io hold a few low-lying riflemen. The infantry were keeping 
up excellently - so they should, for this sort of combined 
attack had been practised time and time again by both 
arms together, and everything that could be arranged 
beforehand had been fixed up and laid down in o.rders-

15 how far the tanks should go in each short bound, before 
they halted to let the slower infantry finish mopping up 
all the ground behind that they had just overrun, and 
come up level with them - how each arm should let the 
other know it was in momentary difficulties and ask for 

20 help - the general timing of the whole attack- all these 
points had been dea~t with and all concerned knew all 
about them. If anything unforeseen should happen, he 
himself was in close touch with the brigadier in command 
of the attack in this sector, and he still had a company of 

25 his own tanks in reserve, and its major squatting on the 
turret roof of his command tank just outside, watching 
and waiting for any emergency and any orders. 

Hullo! there was a bit of trouble over there! One tank 
suddenly stopped - another one on fire too! Where was 

30 the anti-tank gun? Ah! there it was - spotted its flash -
but had the rest of the stricken tank section seen it? He 
couldn't be sure - they were banging off more or less in 
its direction, but, he thought, only at random in a spasm 
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[of optin1ism. But it seeined to have shut down all of a 
1sudden - Ah yes, that was why! A stalking knot of infan­
try had risen up within a few yards of it-out of the 
earth, it seem·ed; there were some puffs of smoke-bombs, 
he supposed - and a few prostrate figures round a 5 

wrecked gun were all that was left of piece and crew. 
Good work! 

Everywhere else the attack \xras proceeding unchecked. 
Away to the far left there had been a pause for a few: 
n1oments, when o'ne section had - quite rightly - fought 10 

shy of a , nasty-looking exposed sky line and had to look 
for a way round. But ·the British machine-gun barrage, 

, whic;h could drop its fire righ_t among the tanks without 
any danger to their ironclad sides, must have accounted 
for any enemy there had been, for the second \vave and 15 

the following infantry had swept over the crest quite 
unharmed. · 

So far as he could see, in fact, it was all over, bar the 
shouting. The leading tanks were up, or almost up, to 
their final objective - that long, hog-backed wooded ridge 20 

in the niidd_le distance - all along the allotted mile of 
front. In ten n1inutes-w_ell, say fifteen at most - the 
foremost infantry would be up too, and the tanks could 
rally back under cover ·half a mile down the slope. Other 
troops were to take up the attack from there on, but that, 25 

thank the Lord, was not his job. However, he ought, he 
supposed, to move his reserve company a bit farther up, 1 

and go up \vith it just in case ... 
·He poked his he_ad through the manhole in the turret 

to pass the ·word to the major sitting just above him, and 30 

found himself, to his bewilderment, looking into the large, 
soulful eyes of his cocker· spaniel which was lying-as 
usual - full stretch on the bed by his left shoulder. 
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·" A dream, old boy!" he yawned sleepily, "a damned 
fine dream too, but only a dream." 

* * * 
General Sir William Robinson, K.C.B. (just decorated 

at Buckingham Palace that day) was meditating, as he 
5 sipped his vintage port, on the victorious campaign just 

concluded, which had won him his knighthood and modi­
cum of fame. 

His view, perhaps an unduly modest one, was that he 
didn't really deserve it. The little tribe of Arabs that he 

10 had just so swiftly and painlessly reduced to begging for 
terms would have given a capful of trouble thirty years 
ago, but now, what with. the air, and tanks, and all that ­
they hadn't had even a dog's chance. They had no anti­
aircraft guns and no anti-tank guns, of course, but they 

15 could - in fact, often had - put up a· sturdy resistance 
against infantry and artillery, even in pretty considerable 
numbers, in their home country, and always made such 
thorough nuisances of themselves on our long line of 
communication, that before we could really get at them 

20 we had been compelled to scatter as many troops along 
it to defend it as we had in the striking forces up in front. 
Last time we had even had to build a railway and run a 
pipe-line up - Lord knew at what cost! 

This show of his, just over, must have come as a nasty 
25 surprise to them! He had asked only for three air-squad­

rons, a mixed and a light tank battalion, a mechanized 
artillery brigade, and a brigade of motorized infantry. 
He knew the ground was good enough to use these almost 
anywhere, but his idea had been not to fight and kUl 

30 Arabs, but to bring them cheaply and quickly to terms. 
And he had done it - so neatly and easily and rapidly 
that he doubted if there would be any more trouble there 
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while there were arty Arabs left alive and old enough to 
remember it. 
1 It had been quite simple·. The air and the ground 
troops ·had worked together all the time. There were very 

· few areas . where the enemy could lie ·up without being 5 

found and made ~ighly uncomfortable by the air. When 
they had managed to_ hide, the motorized infan~ry had 
been set to dig them out, and when they broke out of 

. their covert they had had both the air force and the tanks 
to deal with, . and they were helpless before either of 10 

them ; they had been kept on the run, chivvied from pillar 
to post, shedding footsore and disheartened wa!riors 
every mile or so, until at last they-had come to a standstill 
and let the1nselves be quietly surrounded and offered 
good terms of surrender. They had, of course, tried their 15 

old game of getting at our lines of co1nmunication, only 
to find to their surprise and dismay that there were none . 
to be got at. Everything we wanted for the first hundred 
miles or so of the advance had gone· with us in lorries, 
and from the time those ran empty we had been supplied 20 

by air - 50 tons_ of stuff of all kinds in twice-daily trips 
of one.of the bomber squadrons, delivered just w~en and 
where required. No wonder when the Arabs had found 
all their aces being trumped they had thrown their hand 
in . But without land and air mechanisation, they'd still 25 

have been as awkward to tackle as ever - and he'd proba­
bly now be a plain colonel on half-pay, with no pros­
pects ... 

"Please, sir," s~id the maid, opening ~he study door, 
"the Vicar has called." 30 

* * * 
· British tank doctrine of to-day, it will be seen, envisages 

two possible forms of employment of the ar111 in the 
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offensive. (a) Tank brigades, acting independently, may 
be used to strike the ene1ny in flank, to assail his reserve 
.in movement so as to prevent their intervening in the 
battle; or to break into and sow confusion among his gun 

5 positions and headquarters and supply organisation, so 
as to assist the forces sin1ultaneously carrying out the 
for\vard attack. If th_ere is already an · open flank, such 
missions . can be carried out by 1neans of a \vide turning 
1novement, executed swiftly and . coining as a surprise . 

10 to the ene1ny; if no such flank exists, the tank brigades 
can be employed in these independent roles only after a 
gap for them to pass through has .been 1nade in the enemy 
line by a frontal attack carried out by the other arms. In 
pursuit, of course, tank brigades will find a wide scope 

15 of useful and indeed invaluable service. (b) Anny tank 
battalions will be used in the initial stages of a frontal 
attack on an enemy position to break through his forward 

. defences, or in the later stages to confinn or extend suc­
cess already gained. Concealinent of their approach, full 

20 support by artillery and machine-guns, close co-operation 
with inf~ntry, who must follow them up closely and take 
over from them quickly, so as to avoid the necessity of 
exposing them too long to hostile fire while holding on 
to the captured position, quick rallying and re-organisa-

25 tion - all these will be necessary if the attack is to go 
through to success quickly, cheaply and with certainty. 

In the defence tanks will be used mainly for counter­
attack purposes, particularly against ene111y tanks which 
have broken into or through the forward positions. They 

30 will also be called on to play a leading role in· the large­
scale counter offensive, which should in theory be the 
cro\vn and corn pletion Of every successful defensive battle, 
to inflict a decisive defeat on the shattered and staggering 
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ssailant. In this case again surprise and swiftness \vill be 
the keys to success. It is perhaps a fair criticism of present­
day British tank doctrine to say t~at it gives insufficient 
weight to the high value of the tank as a defensive weapon 
-in which role it may well be even n1ore formidable and 5 

potent than in the offensive. 

* * * 
"Your young men shall see visions and your old n1cn 

shall drea111 drean1s." These visions 111ay be said to be 
those of the young 111en who are nO\XI rising to the higher 
ranks of ·the British Anny. But no one can touch even 10 

briefly on Bri,tish tank doctrine without some 111ention of 
the drea111s of one older -man, without whon1 \Xie should 
probq.bly have had neither tanks nor a doctrine for then1 
to-day.. 

Oener~l Fuller, though not yet an old n1an, even less 15 

so in intellect than in years, has been, ever since the 
tank's first appearance, its 111ost potent and prolific advo­
cate. He may be described as a n1ilitary H. 0. Wells, so 
active in m_ind, so fertile in thought, so tireless of pen, as 
to make it difficult for the more pedestrian and less 20 

single...:minded to keep pace with him·. Someti111es, indeed, 
like Mr. Wells, he seems to be fin ding a new and fairer 
111ilitary Utopia every day, leaving the path behind hi1n 
littered with outworn and discarded drean1s. Many of hi 
claims on behalf of the possibilities of the tank, ev~n to- 25 

day, may appear extravagant and · even absurd - though 
many, since fulfilled in fact, appeared no less so when 
he first put them forward. Many, as he has frankly ad­
mitted, were of set purpose exaggerated for advertisen1ent 
and publicity purposes ; for just after the War, when the t,o 
British Anny was being re111odelled for the expected long 

Engl. Schulausg. 116. Britain goes to War. 4 
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era of peace, the Tank Corps, despite its pre-eminent 
achievements, was in dire peril of total abolition, and only 
advertisement and publicity availed to save it alive. But , 
General Fuller still has, and still propagates, his visions 

5 of the future of the tank in war, which no writer on the. 
subject can or dare neglect. 

. He sees the armies of the future, small, professional, 
fully mobile, highly tra~ned and skilled, divided into two 
parts with separate ·yet joint functions. The non-tank arms 

10 will f~np mobile anti-tank forts, supplied by fast-1noving 
armoured convoys from the rear, or by air; _they will 
advance into and establish themselves solidly in the 
hostile territory to serve as jumping-off and rallying 
places for the tank fleets and the air squadrons which will 

15 range far afield to seek out and destroy the enemy. Infan­
try, cavalry, and artillery - all the old arms, all the old 
mechanism of -war as we know it to-day and as our fore­
fathers for centuries back have known it, will henc~forth 
be outworn and demoded ." These new model armies, chil-

20 dren of the aeroplane and the tank, will wage a new form 
of war - a war not of lines and positions, but of areas, 
where attack may be delivered from, and defence must 
guard, any and ·every side - from the air above,· fron1 
front, flank or rear'; where _nothing is impossible and 

25 nothing too bold to atte111pt or achieve. In these new 
armies waging their ne\v war, every officer must be a 
skilled artist, every soldier a craftsman, and the general 
a man of scientific genius for war. 

(Tanks in the next ·war; G. Bies, London.) 



Sammlung Seiler. 
A Detachment of the Auxiliary Territorial Force for Women, 

parading in London. 



52 The Auxiliary Territorial Force for Women. 

THE AUXILIARY TERRITORIAL FORCE 
FOR WOMEN. 

Women who lived through the days of the Great War 
will not have forgotten what it meant for them. The 

5 comfortable certainties of life as they had known it van­
ished almost in a · night. Then came the long strain of 
ever-increasing anxieties. There were losses which it 
seemed impossible to n1ourn inertly. The only hope of 
respite wa.s to do something active and worth while. Thu 

10 it was that the womanhood of our country came forward 
in hundreds of thousands and did what it could. 

The nation still looks back with pride and gratitude 
to the services rendered by its women .at that time. Largely 
as a result of the part they played in those days women 

15 have -been welcomed almost unanimously to full citizen­
ship. Their enfranchisement has, ·however, entailed re­
sponsibilities as well as rights. Of this they are well aware. 

It is one of the many reasons why women faced the 
recent crisis with very different conceptions of its demands 

20 upon then1 from those that were current in August, 1914. 
They knew well also that if war had come they \vould have 
found themselves in the front line. Men, women and chil­
dren would have stood in alinost equal peril. In such a 
community of danger it would be only natural that women 

25 should seek at least a measure of community service. 

Since the last war, moreover, they have acquired 1nuch 
additional experience of acting together as organized 
beings. How many women's societies and association 
have not sprung up and prospered in the intervening 

~o years? They are consequently, as a sex, n1ore susceptible 
to discipline and training, \vhile the progress of what is 
called emancipation has immensely widenrd the sphere 
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of their potential usefulness. If war came they would 
justly demand a share in national defence, ·as active, and if 
need be, as perilous, as could be accorde_d to them. 

The Auxiliary Territorial Force for Women, instituted 
by the War Office at the end of September, meets there- n 
fore a truly national req~irement. In offers to the young 
and healthy woman between 18 and 43 the opportunity, 
or, shall I say, the privilege, ·of serving her country honour­
ably, actively and to good purpose. She will, in fact, be 
a Territorial, albeit in a non-combatant capacity-. She will 10 

be uniformed, drilled, trained under canvas, and subject, 
in emergency, to embodiment as one of a force in the full 
seryice of th~ Crown. The personnel of this new Service 
is being enrolled to perform duties of three kinds ( a) motor 
driving, (b) clerical und ( c) general, such as cooking or 15 

acting as orderlies and store-women. The period of enrol­
ment for members will be four years, which, with ap­
proval, can be extended. The training will consist of 
attendanc~ at drills - a minimum of ten a ye·ar- and in 
camp for a period of not less than eight days a year, or 20 

15 days in alternate years. In peace-time there will be no 
pay or allowances, though there will be grants for attend­
ance at camp. In time of war the Auxiliary Service will 
form part of the organization of the Army or _the Royal 
Air Force. 25 

From a military point of view the Auxiliary Territorial 
Service will fulfil a vital, indeed, an essential need, in 
promoting the economy of n1anpower. Few civilians realize 
the enormous drain on the fighting strength of a regiment 
caused by the demand for clerks, store-men, cooks, lorry 30 

drivers and the rest. In peace as well as in war, a lar:ge 
proportion of men are withdrawn to type orders, issue 
clothing, check stores and generally attend to the "domes-
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tic" side of the fighting man's life. In the old days these 
duties were performed •simply enough by a handful-of 
commissaries, but army life, like civil life, has become 
more complicated, until the machinery required to main-

5 tain a unit. in the field might be likened to that of a vas.t 
departmental store. It is a problem which, I believe, has 
been causing -increasing anxiety to military experts, for 
it is as acute in peace-time, especially in the Territorial 
Army, as it is in war. Territorial soldiers have all too little 

10 time to render themselves proficient in the exercise of 
arms. If the short period of their· summer camp is to be 
wasted in non-combatant duties, the task of training our 
citizen soldiers becomes indeed a hard one. To meet this 
proble111 the Auxiliary Territorial Service will, in peace, 

15 assist the fighting Services by performing these duties as 
and where it is practicable. If the greater emergency of a 
European War should arise, the Services will know that 
every man in their ranks will be an effective, and that men 
will not have to be released to look after the civil problems 

20 of a unit. If the Territorial Auxiliary Service receives 
from the women of the col)ntry the support that it 
should, there will be at hand a competent and effi'ci~nt 
force ready immediately to take over such duties. 

Although the Auxiliary Territorial Service is designed 
25 to serve in war with all branches of the land and air 

Forces, a particularly sensible innovation is that its com­
panies will normally be affiliated for their training in 
peace to local Territorial units. The Territorial Army has 
gained in1measurably from the closer co-operation . with 

30 the Regular Army which has developed in recent years. 
In the same way it is hoped the Territorial Army will 
take its new sister ervice under its wing, afford it facili­
ties for training where practicable, and communicate to it 
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some of its regimental and local esprit de corps. Such a 
partnership will be of inestimable service to both, and in 
war will provide that basis of co-operation that will 
ensure a smooth working of combatant and non-combat-
a t1:t personnel. 5 

(Lady Violet Astor in 'Rising Strength', Nov. 1938.) 

AN MERKUNGEN UNO WORTERVERZEICHN IS. 

(Die fetten Ziffern bezeichnen die Seiten, die mageren die Zeilen. Die 
Benutzung eines englisch-deutschen Handworterbuchs, wie ein solches 
in unserm Verlag erschienen ist (.Ill& 1,80, geb . .Ill& 2,20), wird vorausgesetzt) 

s. o. = some one, s. t. = something. 

Naheres iiber die Wehrmacht GroBbritanniens findet man in dem 
gleichnamigen Werke von G. Graeter (Diesterweg, F~ankfurt a. M.). 

THE ROLE OF THE BRITISH ARMY. 

3. 3 . . Secretary of State (Kabi1iett-)Minister; hier..., for War, Kriegs­
minister. - 7. discharge [dis'tJa:d3] (Ausladen), ,,Erfi.illung". - 8. com­
mitment Verpflichtung. - 9. strategic [ str~>'ti:d3ik] strategisch. Strategie 
ist die Kriegskunst im groBen zum Unterschied von der Taktik, der 
Kriegskunst im kleinen; es ist die Kunst der Fiihrung in die Schlacht 
zum Unterschied von der Taktik als der Kunst der Fiihrung in de r 
Schlacht. - 10. scale · Stufenleiter. - 13. constituent [k~m'stitjwmt] 
einen Tei! (von etwas) ausmachend, ,,einzeln". - 17. bases Stiitzpunkte, . 
Mehrzahl von basis ['beisis], dann = [' beisi:z]; oder von base [beis], 
dann = ['beisiz]. - fuel [' fju8l] Brennstoff. - supply Vorrat. - 19. refit 
['ri:'fi t] Ausgebessertwerden, Ausbesserung. - 20. lot Los, (durchs 
Los) zugefallener Anteil; it fall's to s. o. 's .,. es fallt ihm zu (zu tun). -
21. Royal Air Force (britische) Luftwaffe. - 26. P,aramount ['p~rnma unt] 
(oberst), hochst. 

4. 1. self-governing: nur schmiickendes Beiwort ! Die Selbstver­
waltung unterscheidet ja gerade die ,, Gliedstaaten" - Canada, Neu­
fundl and (bis 1933, jetzt finanziell dem Mutterland unterstellt), die Union 
von Sudafrika, Australien, Neuseeland, dazu Eire ['c:8r8] = (Sud-)lrland 
- von den Kolonien. - 7. protectorate [prn' tekfarit] Schutzgebiet. Bei 
diesen besorgt der Schiitzerstaat vornehmlich nur die Verwaltung der 
auswartigen Angelegenheiten. Die Abhangigkeit der Schutzgebiete ist 
also loser a ls bei den eigentlichen Kolonien. Beispiel: Sansibar (wo ein 
Sultan ,,regiert"). - 14. conscriptional mit Wehrpflicht (conscription). -
15. manpower (Menschenkraft), ,,Menschenreserve". - 18. clear-cut 
,,klar umrissen". - 22. Suez ['su:iz]. - 26. in point of fact tats:lchlich. -
29. reservoir ['rez8vwa:] Sammelbecken. - garrison ['g&risn] Standort. 
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5. 4. regular: = of the Regular Army (zum Unterschied von der 
Territorial Army; iiber diese vgl. den nachsten Absatz !). - some (einige), 
,,etwa". - 5. Gibraltar [d3i'br:dfa]. - 6. Malta ['m8:lfa]. - Singapo~e 
[SiIJgo'p8:]. - Hongkong ['h::)1J 1 k81J]. - 7. Bermuda [b8:'mju:d8]. - 8. 
unit Einheit, Verband, Truppenteil. - arm (Waffe), Waffengattung. -
9. engineer (militarisch = ) Pionier. - 15. amenity [8'mi:niti] Annehm­
lichkeit. - 16. Strategic Reserve: s. 4, 13. -19. to tie down (Hund: fest an 
den Boden) binden; fesseln, festlegen. - 20. pacification Befriedung. 
- · nationals Landsleute. - 25. Territorial Army: vgl. dariiber S. 8 ff. 
Es ist eine sehr kurzfristig iibende Freiwilligentruppe, mit der Verpflich­
tung, im Kriegsfalle (notigenfalls auch auBerhalb des Mutterlandes) 
vollen Dienst zu tun. Die Dienstverpflichtung erfolgt auf vier Jahre; 
doch kann der Betreffende gegen Zahlung einer Gebiihr (bis£ 5) vor Ab­
lauf seiner Verpflichtung ausscheiden. Die Ausbildung erfol.gt im Heimat­
ort oder in der Nahe, durch - aktive und verabschiedete - Offiziere 
der Regular Army. Die gesamte Verwaltung aber Iiegt in der Hand der 
Grafschaften, d. h. von Zivilisten, fiihrenden Personlichkeiten wie 
Universitatsprofessoren, Direktoren der public schools, Fabrikanten und 
Vertretern der Gewerkschaften. Geiibt wird allwochentlich an einem 
freien ·Nachmittag od~r. Abend. Jeder drill (Exerzierdienst und SchieB­
iibungen) dauert eine Stunde; nur drei solche drills diirfen am selben Tage 
e1iolgen. Im ersten Jahr sind es insgesamt 40, in jedem der drei folgenden 
Jahre sogar bloB 10 solche drills! Dazu kommt noch alljahrlich ein La­
ger von (1- ) 2 Wochen. In Anbetracht dieser kurzen Obungszeit wird 
erstaunlich viel geleistet. Der Director der Territorial Army gehort 
neuerdings dem ,,Committee of Imperial Defence" an. - 26. eventually 
gegebenenfalls spater einmal. - 30. it would be a matter of 4 to 6 months 
es wiirde etwa 4 bis 6 Monate dauern. - 31. echelon ['eJ8bn] Staffel. -
32. to take the field ins Feld riicken. 

6. 6. provision (hier:) Beschaffung. - 9. Aden ['eidn]. - 10. to 
deplete leeren. - 12. scale (hier:) GroBenverhaltnis, MaBstab. -to permit 
of s. t. etwas zulassen. - to man bemannen, (Stellung:) besetzen. - · 
13. defence (hier:) Verteidigungsanlage. - sea-borne von der See her. - · 
17. experience: der Verfasser denkt an die Geschehnisse, die mit dem spa­
nischen Biirgerkrieg in Zusammenhang standen. - 18. basin [s !] Becken. 
- 19. liability [lai8'biliti] Verbindlichkeit. - 21. Iraq [i'ra:k]. -24. head 
(hier:) oberes Ende. - 26. communal ['kJmjunl]: in den einzelnen Ge­
meinden (communes ['k:)mjunz]). - 27. to enlarge upon s. t. sich iiber 
etwas verbreiten. · 

7. 1. unprecedented noch nicht dagewesen. - 5. theatre of war 
Kriegsschauplatz. - 6. Shanghai [fceIJ'hai]. - 7. to envisage [in'vizid3] 
ins Auge sehen (s. t. einer Sache, einer Gefahr). - 10. irruption Einbruch, 
(feindlicher) Einfall. - 17. assurance (Sicherheit), Siche~:steJiung. -
18. resume ['rezju:mei] Zusammenfassung. - 26. to ensure sichern, ge­
wahrleisten. - 27. anti-aircraft defence Flugzeugabwehr. 

8. 8. paradoxically [prern' dJksik8li] (alles umkehrend), ,,verbliif­
fenderweise". - 15. Lieut.-General = Lieutenant-General, Generalleut­
nant. - Ronald ['r~nld]. 

• 
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HOME DEFENCE BY THE TERRITORIAL ARMY. 

8. 16. Territorial Army: \ gl. Anm. 5,25. - 25. chary ['tJe8ri] sorg­
faltig ; ..., of doing s. t. abgeneigt, etwas zu tun. - 31. to control (nicht 
,,kontrollieren", sondern :) beherrschen. 

10. 2. to enhance [in'ha:ns] steigern. - 5. to cripple (zum Kriippel 
machen), lahmen, Iahmlegen. - 7. category ('kretig8ri] (Kategorie), 
Klasse, Ordnung. - 9. liable ausgeset.zt (lo s. t. einer Sache); to be ..., to 
dos. t. (in Gefahr, etwas tun zu miissen), wahrscheinlich etwas tun. -
12. searchlight Sch~inwerfer. - fighter aircraft Jagdflugzeuge. - 14. to 
retaliate [ri'trelieit] ( against) VergeltungsmaBnahmen treffen (gegen). 
- 15. deterrent [di'ternnt] Abschr~ckungsmittel. - A. A. = anti-air­
craft, Flak; "' lights = anti-aircraft searchlights Flakscheinwerfer. -
11. this country ,,unser (Vater-)Land". - 20. vital (lebenswicht ig), hoch­
wichtig. - 21. to man bemannen, ,,bedienen". - 27. perforce zwangs­
laufig, notgedrungen. -28. job (d3~b] (Stuck) Arbeit, (bestimmte) Auf­
gabe. - 29. cut-and-dried schablonenhaft, sich im ausgefahrenen Geleise 
bewegend. 

11. 5. liability Verantwortlichkeit, Verbindlichkeit, (pflichtmaBige) 
Aufgabe. - 21. shore-based: ihre Flugbasis (base) befindet sich an der 
Kilste (shore). -sea-borne:vgl. 6, 13. - 23. morale [m8'ra:I] Moral (innerer 
Halt). - 27. to entail (s. t. etwas) rnit sich bringen. 

12. 4 . parachute ['pcernJu:t] Fallschirm. - 10. to appreciate {wiir­
digen), einsehen, erkennen. ·- 15. casualties ['kre3ju8ltiz] (pl.) Verluste 
(= Tote und Verwundete). - 18. Home Office Innenministerium. -
24. engineering: s. 5, 9. - service (hier :) Truppengattung. - transport 
services Fahrtruppen. - 28. uneconomical unwirtschaftlich. - 32. to em­
body (verkorpern), (Formationen :) aufstellen. 

13. 4. pursuance [p8'sju:8ns] Verfolg. - policy (Politik), (dem 
eignen Vorteil dienendes) Verfahren. -. 7. call (Ruf), Inanspruchnahme. 
-12. initial anfanglich, im Anfang.-mobile ['moubail] beweglich. -19. 
in due course zu gehoriger Zeit, zu seiner Zeit. - 20. to round up um­
zingeln. - 32. to enhance steigern, (Ruf:) erhohen. - status (Zttstand), 
(gesellschaftliche) Stellung. 

14. 3. appropriate to s. t. einer Sache angemessen. - 6. tan!( 
Panzerkampfwagen. - 7. anti-tank Panzerabwehr. 

BRITAIN'S GREATEST PERIL - FOOD SUPPLIES. 

14. 22. somewhere irgendwo; .... about annahernd, etwa. - neighbour~ 
hood (Nachbarschaft), Nahe; (somewhere) in the "' of ungefahr. - 27. 
Hoqre [h8:]. - First Lord of the Admiralty Marineminister. 

16. 2. at the most hochstens. - 6. policy s. 13, 4. - 9. acre Morgen 
(La_ndes) (= 40,467 Ar). - 11. on the top of that. obendrein. - 12. mer-• 
cantile ['ma:kantail] (kaufmannisch), Handels-. - 13. shipping Schiffs­
bestand, ,,Schiffe". - 16. aerial ['e:arial] bomb Fliegerbombe. - 24. to 
cripple (zum Krilppel machen), schw~chen, lahmen; vgl. 10, 5. -
30. to offset [o:f'set] ausgleichen. - increase ['inkri:s] Zunahme. -
31. range (Bewegungsflache), Flugbereich. - power (Kraft), ,,Leistungs-
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fahigkeit". - air bomber ['b:im8] Bombenflugzeug. - 33. to contaminate 
[k8n'tremineit] (verseuchen), vergiften. · 

17. 2. silo ['sailou] (Getreide- und Futter-)Speicher. - granary 
[' gnen8ri] Kornkammer, Kornspeicher. - 8. output (Forderung), Er­
trag. - 12. alternative [:i:l't8:ndtiv] (Alternative, Wahl zwischen· zwei 
Dingen), ..,. to andere Moglichkeit fur. - 15. time-lag Zeitverzogerung, 
Iange Zwischenzeit. - 26. to raise (aufrichten), schaffen. - 32. aspect 
[' respekt] (Anblick), Seite. . 

18. 1. scale (Stufenleiter), MaBstab ; on a . .. ..,. in einem ... M&fistab. 
- 4. caterer ['keifarnJ Lebensmittellieferant. - 5. interest (Interesse), 
,,Wirtschaftsgruppe''·. - 6. accommodation Unterbringung, (Unterbrin­
gungs-)Moglichkeit. - 7. inducement Anreiz. - 8. non [n:in] -perishable 
nicht verderblich. - 10. in addition to this auBerdem. - 14. to make 
much of viel Wesens machen um. - 15. to upset (umwerfen), verwirren, 
beunruhigen. - 18. discreet vorsichtig. - 19. propitious gtinstig. -
21. transaction ,,Geschaft". - exchange We-rtunterschied zwischen zwei 
Wahrungen; Wahrungs-. - 22. equalisation Ausgleichs-. - 25. air-raid­
precautions (gewohnlich A. R. P. abgekurzt) Luftschutz. - 28. reequip­
ment Neuausriistung. - 32. to convoy [k;m'v:ii] geleiten; .,.ing Geleit(s)-. 

20. 4. in that insofern als. - 5. fluctuation Schwankung. 

0 IL IN WARTIME. 
20. 14. boiler (Schiffs-) Kessel. - 18. description (Beschreibung), 

Art. - 26. bulk (Masse), Hauptmasse. - 29. concern Beunruhigung, Sorge. · 
- 30. to offset: s. 16, 30. - 31. reciprocal [ ri ' siprnk8l] ,,entsprechend". 

21. 9. depredation Pliinderung, ,,Beeintrachtigung". - shipping: 
s. 16, 13. - 10. tanker Tankschiff. - 11. dead-weight (totes Gewicl}.t), 
Ladung. - Die tatsachlicben Verluste der e_nglischen Handelsschiffahrt 
wahrend des Weltkriegs waren erheblich h~her und erreichten 1917 
einen Umfang, daB Englands Versorgung von Ubersee ernstlich gefahrdet 
wurde! - 12. to urge (vortreiben), (Beweisgrund:) vorbringen. - Ho­
ward [' hatrnd]. - 13. titular ['titjul8] dem Namen nach. - asset ['reset] 
Posten auf der Aktivseite, Besitz. - 15. physical (korperlich, leibhaftig), 
,,tatsachlich". - control (nicht ,,Kontrolle", sondern :) Macht(ausiibung). 
- 16. seaborne auf dem Seeweg befordert. - 24. cargo-carrier Frachten­
trager, Frachtschiff. - 26. in ballast " in Ballast" (ohne Nutzladung). -
27. grand total Gesamtsumme. - 31. ton [tAn] gross [grous] Bruttoregister­
tonne. - 33. Imperial das britische Weltreich betreffend, Reichs-. 

22. 2. panacea [pren81 Si8] Allheilmittel. - 5. provision Vorkehrung. 
- dual Doppel-. - 6. to immobilize stillegen. - 7: expedient Ausweg. 
- 16. (defence) Service Wehrmachtsteil. - 19. to supersede [sju;p;::>'si:d] 
verdrangen. - 21. utilization Nutzbarmachung, Verwertung. - 23. pro­
ducer gas Generatorgas. - 32. depot [' depou] Lager. 

24. 10. large-scale umfangreich, weitreichend. - 11. unremitting 
unablassig, unermildlich. 

SPEED IN WAR . 
. 24. 17. to survey [s8:' vei] (besichtigen), priifen. - Singapore s. 5,6. 

- 24. Melbourne ['melb8n]. - missile ['misail] Wurfgescho~. - 25. mis-
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sive f'misiv] Sendschreiben (e~ ist an den Abwurf von F~ugblattern zur 
Propagartda gedacht). - 27. to ally [g'lai] (verbiinden), vereinigen. -
32. base Stiitzpunkt (vgl. 3, 17). 

25. 2. span Spannweite. - 3. Der Verlust der Marneschlacht war 
freilich nicht nur auf den ,, General Hunger" und den ,, General Er­
schopfung" zuriickzufiihren ! - 9. to spell (buchstabieren), als Folge 
ergeben, bedeuten. - 10. alternatively [8:l ' fa:n8tivli] (adv.) (frei) nach 
Wahl; or,..,., oder sonst. - 12. diminutive (winzig) klein. - pursuit (Ver­
folgungs-), Jagd-. - 15. performance (Vollbringung), Leistung. - 22. to 
span iiberspannen, ,,begreifen". - to fall short nicht reichert, (hier:) nicht 
hinilberreichen (namlich iiber den gulf). - 24. Colonel Lawrence ['brnns]: 
der beriihmte Fuhrer des Araberaufstandes im Weltkrieg (1888-1935). 

26. 3. horse-mounted beritten. - 6. to_ hit ,,drauflosschlagen". -
7. shock weapons: im Gegensatz zu firearms Z. 12 . . - 9. smooth-bore mit 
glattem Lauf (bore Bohrung, ,,Seele"). - 10. long-bow Langbogen. -
Black Prince: (nach seiner Rustung) Eduard, Prinz van \Vales (1330-
1376), der in den f(riegen seines. Vaters Eduard II I. gegen Frankreich 

· ~uhmreich kampfte. - 18 .. concentration Zusammenziehung; initial ..,. 
,,Aufmarsch''. - 21 . assembly (Versammlung), Sammeln; initial..,. ,,Auf­
marsch''. - .24. tail (Schwanz), (Heeressaule:) Ende. - 29. to outflank 
umgehen, iiberfliigeln. 

27. 1. to turn the tide ,,die Wendung bringen". - 4. crack Spalt, 
Lucke. - 6. strain Inanspruchnahme; to impose too heavy a ..,. on zu gro­
Be Anforderungen stellen an. - 6. supply Nachschub. -. 8. Meuse (franz.) 
Maas. - 10. Liege [Ii'ei3] Liittich. - awkward (ungeschickt), unange­
nehm. - 11. deviation Umleitung.. -14. artery (Pulsader), Verkehrsader. 
- block (Hindernis), (Verkehrs-) Stockung. - 19. engineer: s. 5, 9. -
22. franc-tireur (franz.) Freischarler. - 23. quarter Pardon. 

28. 4. Macedonian [mcesi'dounj8n] mazedonisch. - phalanx 
['fcelreuks] Phalanx, Schlachtreihe. - 7. flexibility Geschmeidigkeit. -
8. to probe sondieren, aufspiiren. - 10. to face about kehrtmachen. -
11. maniple ['mrenipl]: Unterabteilung (1 / 30) der romischen Legion, 
etwa der heutigen f(ompanie entsprechend. - 15. play (Spiel), Tatig­
keit ; in ..,. ,,beschaftigt". - 17. in (the) rear im Riicken. - 18. Hannibal 
[' hcenib81]. - to turn the tables den SpieB umdrehen (ons. o. gegen jct.) -
21. to give ground zuruckweichen. - to break (zerbrechen), sich in Teile 
auflosen. - 24. eventually spater (vgl. 5,26). - Scipio [' sipiou]: (235-
183 v. Chr.); bei Zama gewann er 202 die Entscheidungsschlacht gegen 
Hannibal. - 26. to vie with es aufnehmen mit. - Carthaginian [ka:08' -
d3inb n] f(arthager. 

29. 3. Mongol ['m8IJg8l]. - 8. sparse (sparlich), ,,bescheiden". -
trooper Reiter. - spare Ersatz-, zum Wechseln. - 9. mount Reitpferd. -
subsistence Lebensunterhalt, ,,Verpflegung". - 10. unencumbered un­
beschwert. - transport ,,TroB". - 13. all-cavalry ,,reine Reiter-". -
15. pivot ['pivdt] Drehpunkt, Anklammerungspunkt. - 18. Gustavus 
[gus'ta:v8s]. - ,,, Adolphus [d' d8lfas] Gustav Adolf. - 22. to initiate an­
fangen, einfuhren.- 25,. piked spieBbewehrt (spike SpieB). - array [0'rei] 
Schlachtordnung. - 26. to wheel schwenken. - 31. Ironsides: Name 
van Cromwells Reitertruppen. - 32. impetus ['impitos] StoBkraft. 
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30 .· 3. heat (Hitze ), ,, Getilmmel ". - scale. Waagschale; to turn 
the .... of ,,siegen bei". - 6. mercy (Gnade), gottliche Fiigung; crownin~ 
(kronende) ___ : die Schlacht bei Worcester ['wu:sfa], in der Karl. II. vollig 
geschlagen wurde. - 8. to join battle handgemein werden, die Schlacht 
beginnen. - 11. gave it a start: = he let it advance to draw it on, ,,lieB es 
hei:-ankommen".'°- 13. Lambert ['lremb8t]: John (1619-1683), Offizier 
Cromwells. Nach dessen Tod war er Fuhrer der Armee in ihrem Konflikt 
mit dem Parlament. Er unterlag den Parlamentstruppen und wurde 
nach der Restauration der Stuarts bis an sein Lebensende gefangen­
gehalten."- 14. to head otfi;ablenken. - 15. to shepherd (Schafe:) hiiten, 
fuhrenJ treiben. - 21. to conform to sich richten nach, sich schicken in. -
orthodox anerkannt, hergebracht. - 25. to outmanceuvre [autm8'nu:V8] 
an opponent dem Gegner in der Fuhrung iiberlegen sein, den Gegner 
iiberlisten. - 29. chaotic [kei ' Jtik] verworren. - 32. magazine Speicher, 
Lager. 

31. 10. not learnt: namlich van den Generalstablern Europas 
(vgl. 32, 16). - 17. to foster (nahern), befordern, begunstigen; (Zeile 19 f.) 
,,sorgen fur". - 28'. paralysis [p8' rre lisis] Lahmlegung. -. 30. Morgan: 
Fuhrer von Truppen der Sudstaaten. - 32. airborne ,,auf dem Luft­
wege herangeschafft". - 33. eventually: s. 28, 24. - Sherman [' J8:m8n] 
(1820-1891): erhielt 1864 den Oberbefehl auf dem siidlichen Kriegs­
schauplatz upd trat alsbald den fiir den Ausgang des Kriegs entschei­
~.enden Marsch durch Georgia ~ur Kuste an; er :z;wang Savannah zur 
Ubergabe und zog unter standigerVerwiistung des feindlichen Landes von 
dortinordwarts/um sich mit Grant in Virginien :z;u vereinigen ; 1869wurde 
er~an Stelle Grants H ochstkommandierender der Nordstaatenarmee . .. 

32. 1. strategist ['strcetid3ist] Stratege. - to diagnose ['dai8gnous] 
(Krankheit) bestimmen, erkennen. - 4. to immunize ['imju:naiz] immu­
nisieren, feien. - 5. alternative (die.Wahl zwischen zwei Dingen lassend), 
,,,ander". - 9. comfort Bequemlichkeit. - 10. impedimenta [impedi' -
menb] (pl.) Gepack, ,,TroB". - to cut loose [s!] from sich frei machen von. 
- 12. Georgia f'd3 J:d3i8] . .. North Carolina [kcern' lain8] ... South Ca­
rolina: Si.idstaaten der Union. - 13. Confederate si.idstaatlich. - 16. por­
tent ['pJ:tent] Vorbedeutung, Wunder; .... s (pl.) (wunderbare) Errungen­
schaften. - 19. clash ZusammenstoB. - 21. of manceuvre Manovrier-. -
23: headlong ungestum. - 27. to bankrupt zugrunde richten, betriigen. -
30. entrenched ,,im Schiitzengraben (trench) erstarrt". 

33. 6. chance (adj .) zufa llig. - 17. to motorize: ,,motorisiert" sind 
Einheiten, die fur ihre Fortbewegung mittels I(raftzug besonders orga­
nisiert sind, am Ziel angekommen aber wie die andern Verbande kamp­
fen; ,,mechanisiert" sind jene· Verbande, die mit bewaffneten und ge­
panzerten Fahrzeugen ausgestattet sind und auch damit kampfen. -
bullet-proof schuBsicher, kugelsicher. - 20. armoured gepanzert. 

34. 1. to dislocate in Verwirrung bringen .' - 2. headquarters Stab (hier 
Mehrzahl !). - signal centre Nachrichtensammelstelle. - 9. scope Wi_r­
kungskreis, Spielraum, Moglichkeiten .. - 11. if (hier :) wenn auch, wie­
wohl. - 14. landcraft Erdtruppen (als Gegensatz zu· aircraft (Z. 13) ge­
bildet). - 16. shorter-range ,,weniger weit entfernt". - 21. Achilles 
[8'kili:z]. - 28. liable (to) ausgesetzt. 
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BRITISH TANK DOCTRINE OF TO-DAY. 

35. 2. General Smith: der Verfasser will es vermeiden, den Stoff 
auf die iibliche trockene Weise zu behandeln, indem er etwa die Ausbil­
dungsvorschriften u. a. bespricht. Er wahlt einen andern Weg, indem er 
uns gleichsam ein Traumgesicht miterleben laBt, in dem er eine Schlacht 
der Zukunft schaut. Die Namen der beteiligten Lander - Ruritania 
(35, 6), Neustria(40, I), Austrasia (40, 3)- und Personen sind also nur er­
dacht. - 3. mobiles. S. 13, 12. - 7. transport Fahrtruppen. - 8. impe­
dimenta (pl.) TroB. - 9. hot foot schnellen Schritts. - 10. to put (hier :) 
~usdriicken. - 11 . tog Rock; .,,s (pl.) Kleider. - suitings = togs. -
16. bird (Slang) = fellow. - 17. say sagen wir; etwa. - 18. to slow s. o. 
up jd.s Tempo verlangsamen; ,,aufhalten". - to worry [A] belastigen. -
19. to cut up (zerschneiden), vernichten. - 24. to co-operate zusammen­
a rbeiten. - squadron (Luftwaffe:) Staffel. - 27. mechanized .. . mo­
torized: s. 33, 17. - 28. lights = light tanks. Es handelt sich um den 1931 
eingeftihrten Vickers Light Tank, 6 tons schwer, mit einer StraBen­
geschwindigkeit von 30 englischen Meil en in der Stun de. - 29. mediu·ms =­
medium tanks. Es handelt sich um den 1923 eingefuhrten , Vickers Me­
dium' mit einer StraBengeschwindigkeit von 20 englischen Meilen in der 
Stundc. - 30. armoured car Panzerwagen. - 31. engineers s. 5, 9. -
32. proportion (richtiges) Verhaltnis. 

36. 1. judicious klug, umsichtig. - 4. ground t roops Erdtruppen. 
- 5. patrol Spahtntpp, Spah-. - 7. flank patrols ,,Seitensicherungen": 
- wide (adv., Gegensatz zu down Z. 6) weit auseinander. - 8. to cast 
(die Angelleine auswerfen), ..... around umhersuchen. - 12. forward patrol 
,,Spitzenspahtrupp". - 13. to bicker streiten, ,,plankeln". - 14. to swing 
schwenken (also offen im Gegensatz zum stealing Z. 15). - 15. to whip 
flitzen; ..... oft schnell ausreiBen. - 16. to Ue up ,,ver~teckt Iiegen". - hol­
low (Boden-) Senke. - 19. to loose [s !] off Ioslassen. - burst plotz;Iicher 
Ausbruch, ,... of fire plotzliches Feuer; to loose a.,, of fire einen Feueruber­
fall machen. - at short range auf kurze Entfernung. - 22. to call in (her­
einrufen), hinzuziehen. - 25. to push up vorstoBen. - 26. to take up the 
r unning die Filhrung iibernehmen. - 27. all right ganz richtig, ,,schon". 
- 30. to shoot up s. o. einen Feueri.iberfall machen auf. - 31. scuttle 
.eiliger Ruckzug. - to cover in Deckung. 

38. 5. at large frei , ungehindert, ,,da". - 8. command Kommando. 
- 10. screen. (Schirm, ,,Vorhang"), ,,Wand". - anti-tank Panzerabwehr, 

· .,, gun ,,Pak". ·- 12. to bound springen. - 14: to take position in Stellung 
gehen. - 15. to bunch (zusammen)haufen; zusammenschlieBen. - 17. head 
,,Spitze". - 19. to bring up the rear die Nachhut bilden. - 22. rate Tem­
po, Geschwindigkeit. - 23. gait Gangart. - 26. approach Zugangsweg. 
- 30. blush ( erster Anblick), erst er Anfang. 

39. 1. close-support Infanterieuntersti.itzungs-. - smoke mortar 
Ncbelwerfer. - 2. screen = smoke screen Z. 4. - 3. away (weg), entfernt. 
- 5. it: the British Tank Brigade. - to issue ['isju:] (forth) heraus­
kommen. - to make for sich nach einer Richtung zu bewegen. - 6. to 
wheel schwenken. - 8. tail Schwanz, (Kolonne:) Ende. - 9. up oben. -
11. to head eine Richtung nehmen, sich bewegen. - 13. to get into action 



62 Anmerkungen und Worterverzeichnis. 

ins Gefecht kommen, ,,eingreifen". - 15. crew (Mannschaft) ; ( Geschiitz:) 
Bedienungsmannschaft. - 20. green (Hauptwort !) griiner Rasen, ,,Platz"._ 
- 22. sleet SchloBe(n), ,,Hagel". - 23. track Gleiskette. - 26. to rear 
(Pferd :) sich baumen. - 29 .. to. roll over sich umdrehen. - 30. unlovely 
unschon, haBlich. - barracks K.aserne. - Tidworth: im Osten von Salis­
bury [' s::>:l:z;b8ri] Plain (vgl. 41, 13). 
. 40. 1. Neustrian ['nju:strign] : nur erdachter Name! - 4. to cave in 

einstiirzen. - 5. to exploit (ausbeuten), (einen militarischen Vorteil) 
ausnutzen. - to fan out sich facherformig ausbreiten. - 10. to jut [d3At] 
vorspringen. - 16. to put in_ an appearance sich zeigen, erscheinen. -
19. to press driicken, drangen. - 24. move MaBnahme. - 27. by way of 
(auf dem Wege) iiber. -28. striking distance Treffweite, Wirkungsbereich 
(im militarischen Sinne, = Feuerbereich). - 31. to strike out losschlagen. 

41. 1. reconnaissance [ri'kmisns] Aufklarung. - 2. disposition 
(Anordnung), ..,,s (pl.) Vorkehrungen. - I 1. to pry spahen. - 13. Plain: 
= Salisbury ['s8: l:z;bgri] Plain, Truppentibungsplatz in Stidengland. -
18. lights = light tanks. - 20. to have a·Look-.see sich umsehen; sich orien­
tieren. - 22. to stand by bereitstehen. - call (Ruf), Befehl. - 23. lot (die 
durch das Schicksal (,,Los") vereinte) Menge, ,,Truppe". - diversion 
Ablenkungsangriff, Tauschungsunternehmen. - to mop up ,,saubern". 
- 26. it: the screen. - 27. smash (Fahrzeug:) (krachend) rasen. - 29. to 
time die Zeit abpassen. - 30. to hammer (hammern), eine (schwere) 
Niederlage beibringen. 

42. 1. push VorstoB. - I take it ,,so fasse ich es auf". - to gel 
hotted up in einen schweren Kampf verwickelt werden. -1. interference 
Storung. - 9. due (adv.) genau. - 11. to score (einkerben), (durch Stri­
che) einzeichnen. - 12. cutting (Eisenbahn :) Durchstich. - 14: to rally 
sich sammeln. - to piqltet (= picket) (Wac_h-) Posten ausstellen. -
first man to . .. der erste, der ... - 17. 0. K. (= phonetische Schreibung 
fur all correct) in Ordnung, schtin. - 21. to embark on (sich einschiffen 
nach), sich einlassen in, beginnen. - 25. to shift einen Stellungswechsel 
vorne~men. - 26. to feint einen Scheinangriff machen. - 27. to lie doggo 
l'd8gou] regungslos Iiegen, sich versteckt halten. - 29. fo cover decken. 
- 30. mainstay ['meinstei] Hauptstutze. - out of the way aus dem Weg 
geraumt, ,,erledigt''. - 32. to get to grips with_ handgemein werden mit, 
,,zu fassen bekommen". 

43. 9. to lumber sich schwerfallig fortbewegen, rumpeln. - 12. to 
drone summen, drohnen. - overhead (dr)oben. - 13. track: s. 39, 23. -
hum Brummen. - splutter (Motor:) Kotzen. - 14. fold (Boden-) Falte, 
Senke. - 15. outpost Vorposten. - 20. to back (up) unterstiib.;en. -
21. barrage ['brera:3] Sperrfeuer. - 25. chief gunner Geschti zftihrer. -
27. pocket (Tasche), Nest. · 

44. 1. to gobble (verschlingen), ,,vernichten". - 5. to quarter strei­
fen. - 6. tangent Tangente. - to deal with (hier:) kampfen mit. - 8. to 
nose schniiffeln. - 10. to keep up Schritt halten. - 12. time and time again 
zu wiederholten Malen. - 13. arm Truppengattung. - 14. to fix up fest­
setzen. - 15. bound Sprung. - 18. level auf die gleiche Hohe. - 20. 
timing Zeitansetzung, Starten im rechten Augenblick. -24. sector (beim 
Angriff :) ,,Streifen". -.- 26. turret Geschutzturm. - 29. on fire in Brand 
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(geschossen). -30. spotted = he spotted (to spot entdecken). -31. stricken 
. in Mitleidenschaft gezogen, betroffen. - section Abteilung. -32. to bang 
off losballern. - 33. spasm [spc£zm] (Krampf), Anfall, Anwandlung. 
. 45. 1. to shut down ,,verstummen". - 2: to stalk sich anschleichen. 
-fknot (Knoten), Gruppe. - 6. piece Geschiltz. - 10. to fight shy of vor­
sichtig meiden. - 11 . exposed exponiert. - sky line Horizont(linie). -
14. ironclad gepanzert. - to account for (Sport:) erledigen. - 15. enemy 
there had been = enemy that had been there. - 18. bar abgesehen van. -
20. hog-backed (Schweinsrilcken-), zu b eiden Seiten scharf abfallend. - • 
24. to rally sich sammeln. - 29. manhole Mann loch ( = enges Einsteig­
loch). - 30. word (Wort), Befehl. - 32. cocker spaniel kleiner langhaa­
riger Stoberhund. - 33. full stretch langausgestreckt. 

46. 3. K. C. B. = Knight .Commander of the Bath Order Komtur 
des Bath-Ordens (den Namen erhielt er von der Sitte, den neu aufge­
nommenen Ritter zu baden). Das Komturkreuz ist mit der Wilrde eines 
K. C. B. verbunden. -5. vintage (Weinlese, Qualitatswein), ,,erlesen". -
por.t Portwein. - 6. modicum [~] kleine Menge, biBchen. - 11. terms 
Bedingungen, (hier:) Friedensbedingungen. - 11. a capful (of) eine 
Mutze voll, allerhand. - whatwith . .. and teils infolge . : . teils infolge. 
- 13. not a dog's chance nicht die geringste Aussicht. - 17. to make a 
nuisance of oneself sich lastig machen. - 18. line of communication Ver­
bindungslinie. - 21. to strike (hier:) kampfen. - 23. pipe-line Rohrlei­
tung. - 24. show_ ~eistun~, ,,Film". 

47. 8. to set (an einen bestimmten Ort) setzen, ansetzen. - 9. 
covert ['kAV8t] Versteck. - 11. to chivvy hetzen. - from pillar to post (vom 
Pfeiler zum Pfahl), ,,von Pontius zu Pilatus". - 12. to shed (vergieBen, 
fallen lassen), abstoBen. - 19. lorry Lastkraftwagen. - 24. t(J trump an 
ace ein As (= hochste Karte im Spiel) trumpfen. - to throw one's hand in 
klein beigeben. - 26. to tackle (anpacken), ilberwaltigen. - 30. vicar 
Pfarrer ( der - im Gegensatz zum rector - nicht die groBen Frucht-
zehnten e.rhalt). · · 

48. 5. headquarters s. 34, 2. - supply Nachschub. - 14. scope 
(Gesichtskreis), Wirkungskreis. - 18. to confirm festigen. - 21. ·to take 

· over from den Auftrag (ilbernehmen) aufnehmen von, ,,ablosen". - . 
23. to hold on to aushalten an. - 30. called on ,,berufen". 

49. 10. to touch on (beriihren), behandeln, zu sprechen kommen auf. 
- 15. Fuller: der Vater der englischen Panzerwaffe. - 17. potent [ou] 
(stark), machtig (vgl. 49, 6), (durchschlagend) ii.berzeugend. - prolific 
produktiv (er schrieb viele Bucher und Aufsatze dariiber). - 18. H. G. 
Wells: (noch lebender) Verfasser von naturwissenschaftlichen Zukunfts­
romanen, geb. 1866. - 20. pedestrian (FuBganger), ,,schwerfallig den­
kend". - 21. single-minded zielbewuBt. - 24. outworn abgenutzt, ,,iiber­
holt". - 26. extravagant ilbertrieben. - 29. of set purpose mit voller Ab­
sicht. - 30. publicity Reklame, Werbung. 

50. 3. to avail (niltzen), helfen. - 10. to supply versorgen. - 11. con­
voy ,,Kolonne". - 13. jumping-off place Ausgangspunkt. - 15. to range 
sich ausdehnen, ,,vorfiihlen ". - afield (ins Feld), hinaus, ,, vor' '. 
19. demoded au6er Mode. 
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52. 9. respite ['respait] (Frist), Ruhe(pause), ;,seelischer Friede". -
16. enfranc(lisement [ce] I!rlangung des Wahlrechts. - 19. crisis: Sep­
tember 1938 (Sudetenland!). - 25. measure MaB, (abgemessene·r) Tei}, . 

53. 10. albeit [~:d'bi:it] obschon. - non-combatant ['n:::m' k::nnQ8-
font] Nichtkampfer. - capacity (Fahigkeit), Eigenschaft. - 11. under 
canvas (unter Segeltuch), in Zelten. - 12. embodiment (Einverleibung), 
Einstellung. -14. to enrol anwerben, ,,einstellen". -15. clericalSchreib-. 
- 16. orderly Ordonnanz. - store-woman: fem. zu store-man Kammer­
unteroffiz;ier. - 17. approval Genehmigung.~-- 22. allowance ausgesetz;te 
Summe, Vergiitung. - 28. economy Sparsamkeit, Ausnutz;ung._t;-129. 
drain AbflieBen; .,, on Inanspruchnahme von, Schwachung 1von. -
30. lorry Lastkraftwagen. - 32. to type tippen. - 33. to check ko~qol-
lieren, ,,ordnungsgemaB buchen". : 

54. 3. commissary ['k8mis8ri] Intendanturbeamter. - 6. depart­
mental store Warenhaus. - 8. · acute (scharf), (Frage :) brennend. -
9. all toq_ allzu. - 10. proficient in geubt in, bewandert in. - 13. to meet 
( einem Ube!) entgegentreten; .,, a problem eine Sorge beheben. -15. fight­
ing services kampfende (Wehrmachtsteile), ,,Kampfverbande". -
18. effective (wirklich), ,,fur den Kriegsdienst bereitgestellter Soldat'.'. -
22. at hand bei der Hand, zur Verfi.igung. - 27. to atfiliate [8'filieit] 
angliedern. , 

55. 1. esprit de corps (franz.) Standesgeist. 

Wahrend der Drucklegung erschien das hubsch bebilderte Buch 
· von J. K: Dunlop ( Assistant Adjutant-General of the Territorial Army) 
uber die Territorial Army, auf das besonders deshalb verwiesen sei, 
weil es die allerneuste Entwicklung behandelt. (Zu beziehen fur 
Mk. 2,40 bei ~er Auslandsbuchhandlung Rohmkopf in Leipzig.) 

NACHWORT. 

Dies Bandchen wurde kurz vor Kriegsausbruch . zusainmengestellt. 
Auf die Geschehnisse im Kriege ist daher in den Anmerkungen nicht 
eingegangen, die darum aber unveraltet sind ! 

Im Felde, Friihjahr 1940. 
Dr. Muller. 
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