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celand (population: 320,000) is
proud of writer Halldor Laxness;
the even smaller Faroe Islands (pop:
50,000) celebrates its physician
and scientist Niels Ryberg Finsen.

The combined population of these
countries is smaller than Malta’s, yet
they have each managed to secure
Nobel Laureates: Laxness in Literature
in 1955; Finsen in Medicine in 1903.
Small size may be a handicap, but—as
the Iceland and Faroe examples attest
—it is not an insurmountable obstacle.
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Small size should not prove to be a
cheap excuse. So the question is: can
Malta produce a Nobel Laureate?
Thinking big can be a powerful
motivator. Grand ideas can push publics,
enterprises, and governments to
achieve the unthinkable. Believe in the
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this current legislature alone, almost
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to the next level. Naturally, people
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Malta needs ‘think big’ projects to

We need to think ahead. Apathy is

galvanise the nation. Securing a Nobel
Laureate could be one. Developing

dangerous, and we need big ideas to

an underground subway system (and
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By the way, St Lucia (population:

could be another. Such projects need

150,000) has not one, but two Nobel
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trademark would be their ability

in 1979 and Derek Walcott (born in

to engage public opinion, foster
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first app created as part of this project

interactive visualisation through which

is called PQViz. The app exploits

users can more intuitively understand

the PQ data by capitalising on the
interaction between Members
of Parliament (MPs) from
different parties and
presents an
interesting,

questions like: who asked whom about
what, who asked the most PQs, and
who answered them.
Through the apps4Parliament
project, the general public will be able
to analyse parliamentary processes,
monitor MPs’ and committees’
activities, and seek accountability. It
is intended to help people understand
how parliament works, clarifying lawmaking logic and involving them in the
parliamentary process. The face of
political culture is in for a change,
and accessibility is going to play a
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major role.
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