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RETURN MIGRATION TO THE 
MALTESE ISLANDS IN THE POSTWAR YEARS 
E.P. DELIA 

It is commonly held in Malta that return migration in the post­
war period! ha's been practically negligible. This impression seems to 
have prevailed also in government circles and is impl'icitin -the' reports 
of foreign economic advisers to the Ma,lta Government. Policies on mig­
ration have been consequently reduced to strategies on attracting and 
encouraging emigration; policies on return migration are conspicuous by 
their ahsence ahhoug,h 'some constraints on the economic activity of 
migrant returnees were introduced in 1977. 

The ,question of return migration is critically relevant for the 
formulation of demographic and economic policies ,in the Mal,teselslands. 
An unpredicted high return migration would disorientate projected! gov­
ernment ;plans for -soci'al and produotive investment and render unattain­
able the desired rate of growth, of employment. Yet, despite t'he obvious 
importance of this factor, no attempt has been made to estimate the 
flow of return migration since the War. Indeed official statistics tended 
to under-estimate grossly the number of migrant returnees untill 1974, 
w;,en a change in the C:e,finition of a 'return migrant' was introduced.. 

This paper a~ssesses the extent of the return migration to Malta 
and Gozo up to 1974, that is, during the years when official data re­
gister a very low incidence of Maltese migrant returnees. It comments 
01'} Maltese migraltion statistics and derives an estimate of the net re­
turn flow. S'ome implications for economic planning of the results ob­
tained conolude the paper, 

. The Department of Emigration, established in 1921 to guiide 
prospective Maltese emigrants and ,assist them in t'heir difficulties abroad, 
started compiling information on the number and characteristics of the 
migrants from the Maltese 'Islands,. Since the end of the War and the 
introduotion of the Em i,grants , Passage Assistance Schemes in 1948/ 
the >Department has provided a virtually complete record of Ma~tese 
emigrant's to a,1I major de$ltinations exoept t'he Unitedl Kingdbm. This has 
been a'ssured by the fact that potential emigrants ha,ve all the benefits 

1. Restriotions on passage 'as~istance by the Malta Government were introduced 
in August 1980. 
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2 E.P. DELIA 

to gain by registering wi~h the Department; and the governments re­
ceiving the emigrants have gener<'lilly coHaborated very closely with the 
Department's officials. Information on registered emigrants is currently 
producedgliving ,the sex, age, occupation, marital status, location, spon­
sors,hip, and country of destination. 

In the case of Maltese migration to Britain accuracy of recording 
migrants was introduced by the Commonwealth Immigrants' Act of 
1962. Before tl1en the entry of Maltese was virtually unrestricted so that 
no adminis,trative control, and therefore no recordi, was required at the 
Maltese end. Besides, the passage cost was not so high as to deter 
independent movement. The controls introduced by the Act gave the 
Department a more active role in the migration process. 

Data for emigration to Britain pre-1962 tend to underestimate the 
true flow of the emigration of Maltese to the United Kingdom. More­
over, they do not include girls who married; British servicemen ana 
joined them in Englanid; or Maltese seamen who 'g,Q and join ships in 
the United Kingdom; or contract 'Workers Wlho take up seasonal employ­
ment in Britain. However, thel circular nature of Maltese migration during 
the fifties and the sixties 'Would render any estimate, other than tlhe 
official, as reliable a guess as any other. 

Dalta on emigration from1Jhe Maltese Islands can therefore be 
used and intel1preted with confidence. Unfortunately the same cannot be 
said for ,the data on return migration. Up to 1974 a return migrant was 
de,fine,d as '''an em"grant who returns to Malta within two yeers of de·· 
parture". This definition w,as too narrow and covered on'ly those emig­
rants who failed to se1Jtle down in their country of adoption. Since 1975, 
the data on migrant returnee,s have included all the emigrants who return 
to Mailta with !the intention of remaining, here independent of their length 
of stay abroad. It is superfluous to point out 1:ha,t, for this reason, the 
data on return migrants up to 1974 are not comparable to those fol­
lowing 19742

• 

Return migrants are classified by their number, sex and country 
of last permanent re,s,i,cience which, in most oases, could be identified 
vvith th'8 former country of adoption. Returnees who re-emigr:ate <'lnd do 

2. Cert8lin comments about the intention of returneeE: liIiven in the Depart­
ment's reports ll.ire conFusing. They leave the Deader uncertniLn JaS to what i.~ 
meant exactly by a return migrant a's di~tinct from :a visitor. Data on r~­
turn migr.rution was based "on the decl~.art;ion of the returning migrants 
themselves at the time 'Of landring in Ma,Ita as to whether they intend to re­
main or not". Yet, "the mo~t reliable and first-hand information is available 
to the Department to the effect tha.t the overwheLming majorities of these 
returnees go bM!k to their receiving countries - in some cases, after a stay of 
only 13. few days in Malta. Report of the Department 01 Labo:wr, Emigration 
and Social Welfare, 1966, paige 16. 
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not book their passage through the Department are not included in the 
official statistics; 1Jhose who register are inol!uded <as "migrants, returning 
to adopted country". However, their characteristics (sex, age, skill, 
and looality) are not given separately from the general distribution of 
all emigrants. This means that Wihile it is possible to estimate the fi!/"st­
time er:nigrants, by deducting the number of returnees to adopted count­
ries, ~t is not possible to find out who ·are the Maltese emigrating for a 
second time. 

Of course, a decision to re-emigra;te shoulid not ,disqualify a per­
son from being included in 1Jhe emigration data for a given year. If 
migrants return wi1Jh the sole intention of collecting their families, as 
seems to be suggested by H.R. Jones," they woulicll probablyl say so. The 
emigration seleotion procedures take some time and any emigrant who 
intends collecting rhis family would be wise enough not to lose avoid­
able time, and income, in Malllta. If emigrants. return for ithis purpose 
then it is re'a,sonable to assume that they would remain abroad for two 
years, at lealst, and' avoid having to refund the cost of the first passage 
which in all probability would Ihave been financed under the passage as­
sistance scheme. For 1Jhis reason it is more plausiblel to hold! that those 
emigrants who returned wiithin two years of emigmting, andl were re­
cord~d in the official migrart:ion statistics up to 1974, did so either be­
cause they felt inadequate to f~t within the socio-economic structure of 
the adopted countrie's, or because they had receive'di incorrect informa­
tion on the employment situa1ion in Malta.. On ,finding diffe,rent condi­
tions from 1he ones they were lied to beHeve, they returned to the 
country of adoption. Tihe elasticity of migration of returnee'S in response to 
changes in the socio-economi!c conditions in Malta would probably be 
greater than that of the first-time emigrants. The fear of the unknown 
tends to fall in inverse relation to one's successful 'sett:ement, even for 
a short period, in anotiher country. 

An alPPoximate elstimate of the total number of Maltese migrant 
returnees and the net migration movement from 1Jhe Maltese Islands may 
be derived in one of three ways: 
1. By comparing the number of registered emigrants in a period! to 
the expected differences between actua,1 population alt the beginning 
and at the end of the period. l:he difference would represent the number 
of persons "missing" from the ;popula1ion. An adijustment to the s1Ja­
tistic thus obta'ined would !have to be made to account for the inclusion 
in Maltese 'POPulation da,ta of 1Jhe wives and children of !the U.K. Services 
personnel stationed in the 'Islands. 

3. Huw R. Jones, Modern. Emigration from Malta" Transacti'Ons of the Instiitl,.te 
c1 British Geogmphers, NovemlJ,:;r 1973, pa,ge 104. 
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2. By comparing the total number of registered emigrants to a country 
of destination with the census da,ta for Malta-born residents in ;that 
country. With the exception of the United Kingdom dal\:a, Wlhich would! 
include the children born in Ma~ta of British personnel with the Services, 
persons registeredl as Malta-born in the countries receiving Maltese 
emigrants could be assumed to be Maltese. 
3. By comparing the Maltese emigration sltatistics with the data' on 
passenger movements for Maltese nartiona:ls. The latter set of statistics 
include independent, unregistered emigrants, Maltese females married 
to BrittSih servicemen, and Ma~tese sailors. This exercise is not as sim~e 
as one would expect. Ma,ltese data, on passenger movements are re­
corded by country of departure or destination. So return migrants who 
travel to M:al,ta via Rome or London would be registered as coming 
Trom Italy or the United: Kingdom rather than, say, from Australia. This 
system of dat·a·collection produces, a close similarity between the data 
on emigration and on pas'Senger movements to Canada, the United 
States of America and Aus1ralia, the three countries tha1 attracted' the 
greater number of pos<tlwsrr Maltese migrants. 

The natural increase of the Maltese population for the three 
periods, indIcatedi below is estimatedi to have been: 

Period 
1949 1956 
1958 - 1966 
1968 - 1974 

The popura,tion estimates, 
included were: 

ba'sed on 

49639 persons 
39,121 persons 
22916 persons 

the official censuses, for the years 

Beginning of 1949 
Beginning of 19.58 
Beginning of 1968 
Beginning of 1974 

(based on 1948 cens,us) 
(based on 1957 census) 
(based on 1967 census) 

: 308929 persons 
319957 persons 
3·17026 persons 
317980 persons 

The persons missing from ,the population are estima·ted at: 
Period 

1949 1956 44,607 ·persons 
1958 - 1966 40,969 persons 
1968 - 1974 1,6,096 persons 

a total of 101672 persons for the period 1949 - 1974. 
The data for missing persons have to be adjusted to account for 

the movements of the non..:Maltese Ipopulatioo. Information is awailable 
on both, the total popula:tlion of the Maltese ·1'Sd·ands and on the Maltese 
population for the years after 1968. Over tthe period 1968-1974, the 
Maltese popula,tion a,veragedi 94.3% of the tota'~ rpopulation of the Is­
lands. If it is. aissumed that th1,s mte was reflective of the Maltese com­
ponent througrhout the postwar period~ and if it is also assumed that the 
composition of the missling persons corres'Ponded to that of the total 
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population, a tentative estimate of missing Maltese persons maiY be 
derived. 

Period 
1949' 1956 
1958 - 1966 
1964 - 1974 

42064 persons 
38633 Maltese 
15178 Ma!ltes'e 

Migration stMistics suggest thart: NetM:gra,tion for the same periods was: 
Period 

1949 1956 -51156 persons 
1958 - 1966 -40999 persons 
1968 - 1974 -20493 persons 

Data on Net Passenger Movements (Maltese national~ty) for the three 
sub-periods give the foHbwing distribution: 

Period 
1949 1956 
1958 - 1966 
1967 - 19,74 

- 41196 ,persons 
- 33222 persons 
- 7792 persons 

The above data d'O net however reveal an inte,resting phenome­
non: whille data on net migration suggest a net ourt:ward balance through­
out the period 1949 - 1974, the da:ta on net passenger movements in­
dicate that a net inwardi flow was registered in 1968, 1969 and! 1970. 
Netinwand! movements amounted! to 489, 1065, and 146 persons res­
pectively in :those three years. l1his means that the population growth 
rate exceeded the rate of natural increase through a positive nnward: 
movement. 
Table 1 combines the three sets!' of statis,tics. 

Table 1 
Missing Maltese Persons, Net Migration and Net Passenger Movement 

1949 - 1974 
Period Missing Maltese Net Net Passenger 

Persons Migration Movement 
1949-56 42064 -5,1156 -41'196 
1958-66 38633 -40999 -33222 
1968-74 15178 -20493 - 7792 

Source: Estimated from da,t8! in Ann:.>aJ Abstract of Sta,tistics (Central Office of 
Statistics, Malta), Slections on Population and Passenger Movements. 

Net migra:tion data give an emigration balance of 112,648 persons 
during 1949-1974; net pas'senger movements sta:tistics ,suggest an out­
ward balance of 82,210 Malltese - a difference of 30,438 persons from 
net migration. About 301,000 Maltese returned from settlement abroad 
in excess of those sugges:ted by the migration statistics. 

A different approach! adopted Ito estimate return migration yielded 
a return ,flow in the region of the 30,000 obtalined above. Hit is assumed 
that no' return migration occurred since 1945,and! if registered second-
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time emigr,ants are considered as non-returnees/ the population in· the 
Mallrtese ,Islands in 1974 would Ihave been 29'2,206. 5 The actual population 
in 1974 was 317,980; tha't is 26,000 more :Vhan that estimated. 

Return migmtion must therefore h~we been between 26,000 and 
30,000 more than the recol1cJled 12,771; total retumees amounted to be­
tween 38,000 and 42,000. Government .sta,tisltics would suggest that all 
returnees re-emignatedi, for the total number of emigrants who dea!ared 
they were ,returning to ,11he ,adopted country was 12,307 between 1951 
and 1974. Since the two official estimates of returned! migrants and se­
condc.time e'migrants practically cancel out we a're left wlith the non­
recorded returnees (the missing !persons) of about 30,000. 

Tot'a,l. registered migrants between 1951 and 1974 were 117,791. 
If net return migr:artion, rl1hat is, return migl1ation less ,second-time emig­
ration, was ,about 30,000, then net emigration would have been 87,700 or 
74.5% of the gross flow. This would suggest a rate of emigration loss 
of about 25%. G 

l1he official population censuses in the countries receiving Maltese 
emigrants are also usefUlI in 'esrtimating the emigrafllion loss. The 1971 
censuses for Australia, Canaida, <1Jhe United Kingdom, andi New Zealand 
record 77,230 Malta-born persons distributed as follows: 7 

Ausrtra:lia, 53,681 
Canaidla 9,225 
United Kingdom 16,0008 

New Zea,land 324 
Source': Australia Census 1971, Bullettin 4, Table 1. 

Canada Census 1971, VoI.1.3, Table 34. 
New Zeailand Census of Population and Dwellings, 1971, Vo!. 7, Table 4. 
United Kingdom Census 1971, Country of Birth Tables, Table 4, page 144. 

4. If ilie registered returned migrants are e}Jolud,ed, the population in 1974 
would have been 27!T,899. 

5. This imp Ides that the births and the dea;ths registered do not include any 
returned migrant in the death f:uatistics 'Or their chftldren born in Mrallta in 
the birth dia;ta.. USling the statistic in footnote 4, and deducting lit from th,3 
1974 actuw! popul'<1tion, we obtalin a difference of 38081 returees. 

6. In a study on S3ttler Loss and Gain in AustraldJa, C. Price concludes: "Leav­
ing aside the early po9twall" settlers, the loss rates after some ten years of 
settlement work out at 30 ['Oil" Britiish, Itallian, and M,a>itese settlers, neaTly 
40 for Dutch >and German settlers, >and about 20 and 25 for Greeks and 
Yugoshws". See, Immigration Advisory Council COlllIn\ittee on Social Pat­
terns, Inq,tary into the Dep(brtment of Settlers from Austra!i'J.: FinlLL Report, 
1973, (Canberra, Australia Govemment Publishing SerVlice, 1973), Appendix 
C. 

7. The po'pulartion census for, the USA dOr3S not clialsctiy iMaUese as a separate 
category. They >are included with the restdual g.eneral cartegory "A<H Other 
European". 

8. This statisttc lis derived from the U.K. Census, 1971, af: foUows: Persons born 
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The statistic 77,230 should be compared to the 87,700 e1s!timated 
above. If it is assumed that the majority of Maltese who emigrated to 
countries other than the four referredl to went to the! USA then the 
Malta-born population in the USA would have numbered ab~ut 10,000 
in 1971. 

The flow of returnedl migrants from Australial, Canada and the 
United Kingdom can be a1s'certaine1d, in a very general manner, by com­
paring the Maltese migra1tion ISltatis,llics wiltlh the respective census-es. lihe 
comparativ~ data are given in liable 2." 

Table 2 
Estimated 'Rate of Emigration Loss from Australi~, Canada and the United Kingdom 

Country of 
Adoption 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 
Registered Return Net Census 

Emigrants Migrants Mig. 1971 

(5) 
Missing 
Persons 

(6) 
Rate 

of 
(Rounded) (1-4) Emi. Loss 

Austmlia 72,778 6,781 65,997 53,680 19,098 26.24 
Canada 15,618 1,395 14,223 9,230 6,388 40.24 
Uni.ed Kingdom 28,722 3,792 24,930 16,000 12,722 44.29 

The overalll emigration loss for Australia, Canada andl Britain 
amounts to 38,298 persons, representing 32.6% of ,total registered mig­
rants. This rate of emigration loss for iIlhe three countries is, ;higher than 
the net rate of 25% obtained previous1ly. The difference could be inter­
preted to suggest that ,the emigration to the USA and elsewhere, though 
much smaller in slize comparedl to that to ,the three countries considered, 
has produced a higher rate of settlement. 

Return miglrants who settled in Malta, and! Gozo amount to be­
tween one fourth andl one third of total emigrants in the three decaldie's 
atter the war. If this past trend continues, the probability that a, IMaltese 
emigrant woulldl resettle in Mallta lies between 0.25 and 0.33. 

Suchal rela1ti,vely high rate of return raises severa41 important is­
sues for 'Public policy makers. First, there arises the quesrtion of Wlhether 
Maltese emigrants shouldl be considered a potential or e'Xitendedl com­
ponent of the Maltese labour force. Public Authorities, in Maltal appear 
to have adlopted the view Ithat once an emigrant leaves these Islands,. 
he or shel us lost permanendy to the llabour supply. This tacit assump-

in Malta whose parents were born in the New Commonweaath numbered 
12295. There were 4390 persons born in Malta whose pa.rents were h'nrn one 
in· the British IsletS and one in the New Commonw:)ClJ1th. The first category 
fits Maltese emigrants; the second the children of Maltes,'} married to U.K. 
dtizens. This gives a totall of 16390; we rounded the ,estimate to 16000. 

9. Table 2 omits those Ma'ltese ld.ving in the re!Jplective countrJies befure tihe 
War. The Au"trail!ican Census of 1933, the last to b,e heLd before the W0.r, re­
cords 27S2MaJ.lta"born persons. The U.K. census of 1931 gives a probable 
total of 1250 MaUese. 
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tion probably survivedl because of the peculiar manner in which return 
migration was defined up to 1974. However, if one in three emigrants 
could be expected! to resettle in Malrta, 1:he labour force may increase by 
an equal amount .. Of course, some of the retJurnees would retire com­
pletely from work, while married women may not seek employment out­
side the home. But the labour force would be increasedi by the migrants' 
children who were born abroad. ,Indeed if the I'atter were to exceed 
the returnees who abstain from searah for work or who remain at home, 
the <actua,1 labour supply in Malta would be grea·ter than indicatedi by da­
tt on return migration as presently defined. 

Secondllo/, future policies on migra,tion will have to expl.icitly con­
sider the role of return migration. A -neutral migration policy similar to 
thatannouncedl in 1977 - zero net migration _10 would critically de­
pend for its attainment on the re·turn migration! flow. Under such a policy 
emigration would become ldependent on return migration, in which case 
the number of annual emiglralnts cannot be established unlessl a ta,rgiEllt for 
returnees lis: set. The alternative will be to set retur:n migration equa'V to 
emigration. But government may find it relatively easier to regulate emig­
ration throughllhe termination of the passage assistance scheme, for 
example, rather ,than control return migration. Besides, while the cha­
racteris,t'cs of emig,rants are known in advance. those of migrant re­
turnees are only discovered! after 1Jhey arrive in Ma!;ta,; being of Maltese 
citizenship, Maltese emigrants· haV',e their rigiht of freedom of movement 
guaranteedi by l1he Constitution. A !policy on return migration is. there­
fore expected to be more difficult Ito implement if it is to be' beneficial 
both for the migrants and for the non-migrant population. 

It would be helpful for a sound migra,tion policy if this aspect is 
raised in the demographic census scheduled to be held 'this, year but 
which probably wouldl be-postponed to next year. The number of mig­
rant returnees could tlhen be establislhed in a m o rei dle,finite manner. 

To sum up, return migration to the Maltese Islands since 1945 
has been rel.ativellly 'hiiglh. +t is estimated that up to 1974, total return mig­
ra·tion has been about 42.000, givingl a net return migration of 30,000 
and representing an emigra,tion loss of 'at lealst 25%. The phenomenon of re­
turn migration can ·only be ignored to ,the detriment of economic and 
manpower :plannr1ng in Malta.. Prefer.alblya policy on migrant retumees 
Should be explicitly s,tated .after further study of the issue. 

10. Development Plan for Mi'lllta 1973.1980 S,upplement (MiaI1Ja, Office of' the 
Pnime Minister, October 1977), page 52. 

E.P. DELIA teaches Eoonomd'cs lat the Univer.sity of (MaIta. He is the author of 
Focus on Aspects of the Maltese Economy (Mruta" Midsea Books, 1978). 



SEASONAL VARIATIO'NS ON 
SOME MEDITERRANEAN THEMES 

Jelemy Boissevain 

"Sac:al life dO'3S not continue at the same level throughout the year, 
it goes through regular, successive phases of increased and decreased 
in"'ensity, of activity and response, of exertion and recupera:tion" 
(Mau:;s 1979: 78-79). 
"Th'e ::;,ea"s climate, with its own dearly defined s'casons, regulates 
Mediterranean life into twO' phases, year in, year out, sending the Me­
di'cerranean people by turns to their summer then to their winter 
quarters" (Braudel 1972: 246). 

Many writers Ihave attempted to link climate to social behaviour.2 

"The Frenoh, perhaps because their country embraces: such diverse cli­
mates - but Iperhaps also because they have 13' penchant for grand 
theories - have given t'his: intereslting siubjeCt' considerable attention. 
The ideas of MaU'ss, and Braudel have been particul'arly significant. Mauss 
(1904) examined the impaCt' of sea1sonal variation on the sociaJ life of 
the Eskimo. He showed hoW' the starkly contraslting summer and winter 
seasons are accompanied by equally distinct patterns of social be­
haviour. While thedeltails of this difference need not concern us here, the 
seasone,\ variat'ion of social behcliViour he demonstrated does. Bra.udel 
(1949) reworked this theme in a ISIpeci,fically Mediterranean context. In 
his dassic study of the Mediterranean world in the age of Philip 11 he 
demonstrated that the economic, social and politica1 life' of Mediterranean 
societies in the 16th century was strong:ly influenced by the seasons. 
Winter was a time of hardiship and rest. In conitl1aisrt, summer was a 
period of hyperacrtivity. Four centuries Ihave passedl since Philip 11 

1. These preliminary thoughts were formulated in Ma:rch 1981! while I wag 
Visiting FeLlow al\; the Institute of Development Studies, U!1liversity of Sus­
sex and presented to the Third International Congress of Studieg on Cultures 
0)1' the .Western MecUterronean, Djerba:, TUnisia, 3-9 April, 1981. I am grateful 
to Dirkd'Wl Beuikenhorst" Inga Boisseva-in, Joe Md Theresa Friggieri, Dymphna 
Hermans, and M:atia, Maur for discussing the weather w.ith me. 

2. Among others MO'lltesquieu (1748); de StaeI (1800); Taine (1865); Durkheim­
(1897); Huntington (1924); Ma·rkh'MIl (1947),. 
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reigned. During this period man has become more independent of sea­
sonal constraints. In what mea'sure has this independence affected the 
relation between seasons and social behaviour in the societies on the 
North shore of the Mediterranean? 

lihe climate of Mediterranean coa srta I areas is characterised by 
two distinct seasons. A Ilong, hot and exceedingly dry summer extends 
roughly from April to October. The first rains in September hera,ld the ar­
rival of the raw, wet and sltormy winter season, wihicih lasts from No­
vember through March. The break between the two seasons, often an­
nounced by a ,sudden, violent deluge, brings mucih the same excite­
ment as the onslaught of the monsoon in Asia. It signals in drama'tic 
fashion the t(1ansition between two social seasons,. B ra'U del described 
winter in the 16th century Mediterranean as Cl! standstill. It was a period: 
during which there was little traffi'c. Many ships were 'laid! up between 
October and April to avoid\ the fierce winter sftorms. Travel and com­
merce were thus severely restricted. During these month;s the a9ricul­
tu rail cycle required minimal labour. Winter was a period of introversion 
and limitedl communication. It wa,s also a time of haJ1dlshi:p. The extreme 
discomfort of winter life in houses built to witlhstand heat rather than 
cold, with ;lofty ceilings, drauglhty windows 'and tiled floors, must be 
experiencedl to be understood. Winter was al time of harsh poverty as 
food and energy supplies dwindled (cf. Ohambers, 1979). It was a~so a 
period wlhen quiet diplomatic negotia,tions and planning took place. Since 
transportation walS limited by ,sltorm at sea and! floods and mud inland, 
piracy, revolts and military expeditions were also severely restrimedl, 

Winter was thus a time of consolida,tion, introspection, hardship and 
pe'ace. 

Summer, in contrast, brought renewed amivity. Api-il wa,s per­
haps the busiest month. Ships were fitted out and military expeditions 
prepare.da,ndl ,sent forth. Above a It, in societies heavily dependent on 
both agriculture and trade, crops ,and commerce demanded increasing 
a,ttention. Late ploughing took place in April. Then followed a succession 
of harvests: grain, filg's, grapes, and olives. At tJhe end of summer the 
ground had to be 'Ploughed again before winter rains made thel soil 
too Iheavy to work. Summer with itJs warm wea'ther and abundant food 
supply was also a; period of feasting. Pa,tron S'aints were honoured' and 
weddings celebrateldl. Such ce:ebrations were also traditional times of 
courtship. The tight social control Clharaoteristic: of small inward-looking 
communities relaxed somewhat in summer. The celebrations and much 
of the daily round of business and domestic activities took place out­
doors, in public. With no rain to interrupt them, people who met ac­
ddentaHy in public, 'spent hours in comrersation. Summer was a time 
of intense transamion wi,1Jh traveNers from near and far. But summer 
was also the season of piracy and walr. Braudel noted that most major 
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Mediterranean battles, governed as they were by the movement of men 
across water, occurred in the summer, when the sea is often as tranquil 
as a pond. Summer was a period of work, tmvel, celebra;tion, and war, 
of activity and relaxed conversation. 

It is significant ilhat for the North European, if not for the local, 
the summer semester became stereotypical of the Mediterranean world. 
-fhe feasting, dancing, swimming: and singing in summer became familiar 
through the writings of North Europeans who rarely stayed longer than 
September3

• The winter season, no less typical' of the Mediterranean, 
remained largelly un'der-reported and, therefore, unfamiliar to the north-
erner. 

There have been many striking technological and political-econo­
mic developments since the age of Plhilip 11. Translport technology has 
reduced to 'a lake wha;t wais once a vast, a,lmost limitless sea. It can be 
crossed now a;t any time of the year. Airports ha,ve rep!lacecl! harbours 
as the most important communication cenrtres. Marseilles, Barcelona, 
Genoa, Venice and Ragusa' have cede!d pride of place to M'alClirilCli, Rome, 
Be!gmde and Beirut. Telepihones, raidio, television ,and teleprinters link 
cities to thelr hinte:rlands, 'and nO!1thern Europe to the Mediterranean 
work" Communication that rtook months in the 16th century has be­
come a matter of minutes. Even the constraints of climate have been 
softoned by new sources of ene!1g,y applied to heating, air conditioning, 
irrig!ation. 

The Mec:iterrane'an world has entered inil:O a more intense sym­
biotic relationsihip wi:J:h north-west Europe. The indU's;tri-aIHsation, urban­
isation, elVen the labour relations and climail:e of northern Europe now 
directly affect the lives of millions around-1Jhe Mediterranean. The rapid 
indusil:rialisation of Europe was malde possible by the reserve army of 
Mediterranean labourers l1hat sunglstd no!1thwaf'ld fo/;!owing World! War 11. 
Economies of sca,le have brought industrialll concentration, urban over­
crowding, conveyor be,ft slpeciallisation ,and environmental pollution in the 
north. Growing protest about these conditions is providing some relief 
for many. This has included both the righil: to holidays away from work 
and the financial means to enjoy them. During the past 15 years virtual­
ly aM no.rt:h European workers haNe become able to take a two to three 
week break to charge themselves physically and mentally. The need 
to esca,pe, to recover increases as the pres,sure for higher productivity 
continues to mount. It is in this sense that northern Europe and the 

3... A random selection of tr-lwelIers to Ma'lita, Gnd Sidly, for example, demon­
strates thdr preference for the summer: Brydone (1776) trwelled from 14 
M-a¥ to 1 August, 1770, De Non (1790) from May through September, 1778 
and Melon (1885) from 10 April through 11 June, 1884. Only De Borch, (1782) 
viSited the islra.nds in winter. Perhaps for this reaoon he disa'greed sharply 
with some of Brydone's observations. 
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Mediterranean world are becoming increasingly interdependent. The 
north Europe:an, whether executive or manual worker, searches for as 
complete a change as possible during his annual holiday. He prefers ru­
ral to urban environment, agrarian ,to industriall surroundings, sunny, warm 
weart:her to his habitual cool cloudy climate. Above all he looks for a 
sociable, gregarious lifestyle to contrast with the reserve of his customary 
social surroundings. Because the Mediteranean in summer offers these 
contrasts, over one hundred! million visitors swarm into the region an­
nually. They Ispend upwards of US$7 billion (Boissevain 1979)... Para­
dlOxically, many of :the same allJtributes that forced Mediterranean labour 
into northern industry - the ubiquitous sea, the hot, dry summers, the 
rough terrain, tl,e primitive rural :technology and the agro.-pasrtoral setting 
- are now attracting tourists:. For centuries thesel conditions were res­
ponsible for much of rtIhe region's rel8ltive poverty. They halVe now be­
come major economic resources. 

Halve these sweeping, radical developments fundamenta~ly 

changed the traditional pattern of summer activity and winter s:tandiSltill 
that Braudel noted? 

Summer by the Mediterranean is still characrterised by great acti­
vity. From June through August the new tourist harvest takes place. In 
three months an important supplement to (if not the entire annuail') in­
come must be gath.ered from summer vilS,itors. To do this locals often 
work 13-hour days, seven days a week for 14-16 weeks. Many must use 
stimulants to keep going (Hermans 1980, Stott 1979). A 22-yea ... old 
waiter in Cambrills described the experience: 

Your income for ai whole year is there waiting if you work like crazy 
for those three months. Fine, you don't look forward to it; you 
hav,a no life, for thos,e three months; you take pep-pills but are still 
so exhausted you can hardly see straight . 
... when it's finailly Se'p,ember and a, bit less hectic, y.ou'r.e too tired 
to go out .or enjoy the weather. Often I'm sick; not really sick but 
lifeless and tired and not in1'erested in anything. That canl tast weeks 
- and then it's winter again (Hermans 1980: 103, 1(4). 

During ,summer there is not onIy an exaggerated: movement into 
the region - <there is tralVel wiithin it 'and out of it. H they ca,n afford 
it, < Mediterraneanurbanites and, increasingly, peQple from rural towns 
and villages move to the mountains and seaside to escape summer heat. 
They also travel' to the north of Europe. ·Growing affluence is increasing 
tsummer dispersion of Meditermnean peoples away from their normal 
places of residence. 

Communal rituals are becoming more intense in summer. Tra­
ditiona'! folklore events and the joyous celebration of community pa,tron 
saints are not only prime tourist assets. More than ever they serve as 
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symbols of community identity for the indigeneous minority flooded by 
wa~es of strangers. In Malta, if not elsewhere, the scale of such ce­
i!ebrations is growing; (IBoissevain 1981). Winter festas are being shifted 
to summer. This is: done as much to provide entertainment for visitors as 
it is to protect the growing treasure of decorations from winter storm 
damage. Secular entertainment has also intens.ified!. Night clubs, restau­
rants and discos have 'Sprouted all <I:long the Mediterranean. Built os­
tensibly for foreign tourists, they cater increasingilty to locals. 

Escalation of summer entertainment 'and long hours of work away 
from family control heighten the traditional~ summer relao<ation of moral 
standardls. llhe holiday influx of hoards of unalttached, provocatively 
dressed north European girls with more fleo<ible sexual mora~s, are wrn.ng 
the erotic dreams of countless Mediterranean machos into reamy. Me­
diterranean women are under increasingl presslUre to relax 11heir own 
stricter sexual codes or virtually to lose sight of their men untill winter 
(Boissevain 1979; Hermans: 1980; Scott 1979). 

The increased work loodand the flux of outsiders has reduced in­
teraction between loca~s,. Those over 30 are too involved! with their ex­
hausting work to socialise. The younger ones use their greater energy 
after work to communicate with tQurisif:$'. The pressure of work has als'o 
altered traditiona. patterns of summer ,leisure. lihose iniVolved in the 
touriS1l: harvest have no time for family meClllis, siestas, beaoh outings, 
fishingexJpeditions and conversation in the cool of the evening. Tthese were 
once important components of the '~Mediterranean" way of life. 

Many summer visitors are not foreign. lihey are mig'ran'bs returning 
from ,the nortlh to celebrate their annual holidays at home. To the locals 
they are very special. They are neighbours ,and kinsmen who must be 
welcomed home and feasted. Family prestige diepends upon the lavish­
!less of suoh rhos,pita:lity. Summers, when hospitality can take place out­
side, in pubHc, is thus also 11he season during which rd!ueHing for prestige 
is most pronQunced. Money oarefully saved during the rest of the year 
in summer flows like water. Summer is a time for 'Slpending, winter for 
saving. 

Desp~te increased technology that ha,s made it poss'ible to travel 
almost instantly between Mediterranean counrtries at all times of the year, 
mast :people ·stH!1 move in the summer. They do, so not 'solely for ple>a:sure. 
Many travei for war. Summer is still the time of iMecHterl'1anean coups end 
iOlv:asions. All major milita'ry a01lSl in the Mediterranean area since the 1943 
Allied summer invasion of Italy have taken place: from April through 
October (Steinberg 1979): 

19~8 May War erupts in Ra~'estine 
1952 July Generall Neguib seizes power in Egypt 
1956 June British and :Frenchatta'ck Suez 

October ,Israel invades Egypt 
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1965 June 

_ 1967 April 
J·une 

1969 September 
1974 April 

July 

1980 August 
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PresIdent Ben Bella of Algeria deposed by Co­
lonial Boumed'iennG 
King idris of Ubya deposed in coup 
Military coup in Greece 
Six ,day war between Israel and Egypt 
Portuguese government overthrown by Military 
Presi-::!,entfV1akarios overthrown by military coup. 
Turkey invade Cyprus 
Libyan warship threatens Maltese offshore oil 
operations. 

The list can, "mdallas in: future will, be extendedl. Armed miHtary violence 
is srtill as muoh 181 summer activity as it was in the 16th century. 

Summer by the Mediterranean thus sttill embrelces the work, travel 
and celebration that characterised it in the aga of Plhilip U. But-in :tourist 
zone's these chara'oteristics are becoming grossly dis,torted, dissonant. 

More than before, winter is1Jhe period during which Mediterranean 
societies repair rtlhe ravage,s of summer. Many people take months to re­
cover from the summer work frenzy, from the tidall wave of visitors, from 
the exhausting demands of plea'sure. As the wa,ve recedes, traditional 
social rhythms are re-established. Socialli control ,tightens as, neiglhbours 
become vis'ible once again. Church-going becomes more pronouncedl 81nd 
the movement of girls more carefully watched. Interaction between locals 
increa1ses as they rediscover each other during evening promenade and! in 
ca~es. ,In town, local!s, aga,in stalg:e operas., pl!8ys and exhibitions for ealClh 
other. Communal and personal bonds are consolidated. andl tightened. As 
in the past, winter is 'stHI a period! of standstill, of relsrt and! peace. 

Thus despite sweeping developments, the 'se'alsonal variation of 
behaviour is today just as pronounced as it was in the 16th century. If 
anything it has become more extreme. Technology and politicall-economic 
developments ha,ve not ohanged 'tlhe underlying realitie's; they have exag­
gerated them. But there has been a ,change of another order. Incre'asingly 
numbers no longer welcome summer -as a release from the idleness and 
hardships of winter, as a time of joyous celebration. Winter now provides 
release from summer. For many the winter standstill, not the summer 
frenzy embodies the quintessence of Mediterranean life and culture. But 
pel'halps it allways has. Braudel not withstanding, it seems likely that 
Med'iterraneanartists, archi,tects and 'scientists were! most active and 
creative after Seprtember's oppressive humidity and before the onset of 
the debilit!8ting heat of summer. 
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IL-POEzIJA MALTIJA: DAK LI JINBIDEL 
U DAK LI JIBQA' 

Il-Polemika bejn it-Tradizzjonalisti 
u I-Modernisti 

Joseph Vena 

"11-poeZija moderna-, jekk tista' tissejjan poeZIJa, nenniet iI-met­
rika koHha. U m eta' tnenni I-istanza, ir-ritmu u r-rima, x'jibqa' mill­
poei:ija?" 

"II-fatt Ii Dun Karm, Ii ta' qabilna sejnulu I-Posta Nazzjonali, kien qas­
sis, gtlalija ma seta x ikun poeta, gnax kien ippregudikat." 

II-pubblikazzjoni ta' 'Linji Godda'* ,fl~1973, namsa u g,noxrin seoo, wa­
ra I-ewwel iliar:ga ta: ",II-iMuza'+ tal1;spinta' giliall-polemika, H giliadha sejra, 
dwar il-vailiu~ii intrinsici, is-siwi letrt:erarju, artistiku u ,fi:losofiku tal-Poezija 
Moderna vis-a-vis dawk wl-Poezija Tradizzjonali. Oawn li gejjin huma; ftit 
rHi\'eStSljonijiet fuq din if"'polemika u I-effetrt:i Ii qedl tlnlClHi fuq I-istudenti. 

1T-T1BDfl ONTOlOGIKU 

It-tibdil ontologikUi fir-realta fenomenali hu fau daqs kemm hi f-iden­
tita jew iI-kontinwita ta:' I-isrtess esseri. Dan il-paradoss Ii tant naiW\Wad 
I-ewwel filosfi griegi holoq zewg poziz:z;jonijiert: tezi-'8ntitezi. Heraclitus 
isostni 1i kolilox jiinsab fi 'start l1;a' tibdlil, filwaqt li Parmenidles u stiabu ta' 1-
iskola eleatika, jaffermalW il-monizmu metaifiziku. H-verita, kif S'eM/ qal 
Aristotile, hii ,fis-sinteiZi ta' den il-paradoss, inerenti fil-permanenza u t-tib­
dil bnala zewg karartteristici ta' I-istess realta oggettiva. Minn din ts-sin­
tezi tibdil-unita jirrizulta dhdlinamizmu kol!~u Ii jinsaib Ifid-dinja. ,11d-din1a mhb{ 
naga 'srtatika, iidlal process, attiv Ii bih il-materja tienu I-forma biex tip­
perfezzjona IiIha nfiSlha,. Dan il-process kosmiku hu konrtinwu, un-natura 
ma tagnmel xejn 9r18'1 xejn gliax i1-liilejjaq kollha ku:flimkien :huma inter­
nament formati biex jilnqu l-IperfeezJoni tagnhom, 

* Linji Godda, Mitt Poezija ta' Llum b'kummenta,rju kritiku minn Peter Sen'acino 
Inglott. Malta, KKM, 1978. 

+ Il-MuZa MaLtij,(Jl, AntoJ.ogiJa, ta' Poeti Maltin migbura minn Guze Aquilin:a .. L­
ewvvel Edizjollli, Malta. AquiJina', 1948. 
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Da-n il-fattparadossali tar-rea,lta fenomenali kien melitieg. li nsem~ 
muh biex nifhmu li kull tibdH, ank'i t-tibdil uman, ikun d'ak xjentifiku, eko­
nomiku, politiku, socjaTi, relig~uz 1ew letterarju, hu dejjem rizultat ta' d~m 
it-tibdlil ontologiku, gliax jekk ahina, kollha kemm a,lina, nikbru u ninbid'­
lu minn gewwai, anki minn barre' ma jistax ikun Ii nibqg~u I-istess. Anzi 
hu minn dan id-,d~namizmu rta,' tibdil li nliolqot il-letteratura bliala e5pres­
sjoni tal-gmiel, gifllCl1x la I-manifestazzjoni tas-sabili tinbidel, jinbi'dlu wkoll 
il-forom estetici rtal-Ietteratura. 

IT-TIBDIL FIL-POEZIJA 

Glia,lhekk it-tibdil iet!terarju (poetiku foan I-artiklu) hu essenzjali 
ghax natura,li, u min jipprova uwe:qqfu ~kun Qed imur kontra n~natura nfis­
ha. Ii:da ma' ni,!1'sewx ukoll li dlan it-ltibdil Iletteral'1ju Ihu karatterisrtika wanda 
tar-rooHa li Ihi wkoll kontinwita. U min jenodlha kontra t-tradizzjoni bli:ala 
xi ili.aga anakronistika u gnalhekk mhix aktar melitiega fid-d'inja moderna, 
·ikun qed jizbalja xorta walida. It-rtradizzjoni, isimha maglithai 'traditio = 
trans-Ido', 'hi l-qotol ta,' d~n il-kontinwita gliax tg,liaddi I-gherf ,ta11-poezija 
mHl-bidu sal-Ium, hekk kit iHradiizz:joni Ihudija, gliaddiet il-Kodici mozaj­
ka, it-'tradizzjoni nisrani1al gnaddiet it-tag,Mm ta' Kristu, u kif it-tradizzjoni 
islamika g,liaddiet is-sunna ta' MolilClmmed, minn generazzjoni glial onra. 

Gliallhekk m'giflandniex naglirtu I-imlpressjoni kenhal tat-tradizzjoni 
bil,vi nigbru I-poeti tal-imgnodldi koHha flimkien ta~rt I-isem ta,' trad'izzjona,lis~ 
ti/imitaturi Ii identifikaw il-kreazzjoni ma' I-imitazzjoni. Mhux i,l-modernisti 
biss tiemmnu fil-kreattivita, gnax minn dejjem ezistew poeti ispirati u al­
Iura kreattivi. Wara kollox Jekk inliarsu mis-sens etimologiku taJ-kelma 
'kreazzjoni' Alia' biss kien 'kma:ttiv' giflax kien Hu II-ewwel kaiWZa ta,' I-ezis­
tenza ''!la' kulma hawn. L-eW1\Nel poeta k'ien 'kreattiv' gliax ipproV'a, 'jimita' 
I-gmiel tan-natura, fi: stil personali tiegiflu li g,lilCltilu minn poeti onra, huma 
wkoll imitaturi tan-natura:. Bil-kliem 'sitil persona,lij' jew 'originaH' rridl nif­
hem ii f~lwaqit li if1-natura tirrepeti lilha nfisha I ... liin kollu fic-ciklu nalturali 
ta g1iih a , H!..hniedem, blia:la xebh t'A:lla I-,F!allieqr, ,gi/iandu l-potenZlja,1 li jkom­
pli I-opra kreattiva rt'Alla, g.liax kapaci 1inkama b'mod kreattiv I-arcitipi 
eterni tal-Gmiel, tat-T;jubija u I-Verita fi ,lisibijietu, kliemu u eghmilu, jigi­
fie~j fix-xog,lilijiet artistici tiegnu kollhal. IHawn qiegih!di .(-ispirazzjoni krea't­
tiva, ~d-dinamizmu tal-1poeta ,fl-imita'zz.joni tieghU! tan-natura. U b'hekk nis­
tg'liu nitkel'lmu fuq 'imitazzjoni orig'inali', zewg kuncetti li gnall-ewwel jid­
hru jeskludu 'I xulxin. 

IMlTAZZJONI ORIGINAL! 

Dan I-isem kielnlialreg bih Pierre de Honsard (1524-1585), i1-mex­
xej tar-riiforma poetika-franciza Ii kienu sej.liulha 'La Pleiade'. Infartti I-vrus 
poetici ta' Rons<l'l1dl ifakkruna fPindiaru u fOraZlju gihaoc rhu kien jemmen li 
kien melitieg timita lill-Klas'Sfici biex tikteb poezija, sabiiha, iZida, dawn' il­
vrus j:esprimu wkoMsentimenti veri u personali tieghu. L-originaHta Gew 
!-eman6ipazzjoni) ta' Ronsard qiegifldfar fiz-zewg sentimenti profondi li kien 
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ihO's,shom jispirawh: I-imhabba lejn in-natura u I-imnabba lejn Marie, tfaj­
la tal-kampanja. 

Boileau wkoll zamm I-istess teorija ta' Ronse'rd g;nax kien ignid 
li ,I-materja t>a' I-arti hi n-'Natura, Umana', u li II-poeta gnandu jfittixha bl-O'S­
servazzjoni d'ire<tta, tal-bnied'em, iMa kif il-Griegi u r-Rumani kienu ga fis­
sruha din in-'natura b'perfezz:joni kbira, kien jaqbel li l~poeti jistudjawlhom 
u jimitawhom. fida din I-imitazzjoni, kO'mpla jghid BO'ileau, m'gnand'hiex 
tkun skja'vitu plag:jaristika imma imitazzjoni O'riginali', personali, fis-sens li 
I_poeta jesprimi idea wara li jkun nassha u garrabha hu fil-kux:jenza tiegnu. 

IL-POLEMIKI LETTERARJI 

Meta I-banar jitqalleb irid iz-zmien biex joqgnod. Hemm bzonn li kull 
tant j:itqalleb biex ma, jintinx glnax fl-ilma qiegneci ignixu biss insetti ;z;g!rlar 
u perikoluzi.H-hut b'sahflrtu jfittex il..,'lialel. IZid'a meta je,~ga' joqghod il-ba­
har jI..,perspettiva ticcara u kollox jienu postu kif glhandlu jikun. 

Fid..!dinja minn dejjem kien hawn polem-iki letterarji. Biex insemmu 
wanda b':'ss, tam kienet narxa u qa'lila fi Franzl8 I-glieda bejn il-moderni u 
I-klassieisti, 'ilia quereHe des Anciens et des Modernes', li damet sejra ak­
tar minn tletin sena unliet ne~na energija bla bzonn. Dak li kien meq~'Lls 
bliala fliag,a essenz:jali ghalll-poezija mill-klass:ieisti kien imwaqqa' gnae-eajt 
mill-modernislti, u viCi-versai. Fis-salhna ta' II-irjus il-perspettiva gus:ta ntil­
fet gnax I-aeti'dentali dleher aktar importanti mill-essenzjali,. FiI-fatt Moliere, 
Corneille, Ra'Cine, Bossuet, La Fpntaine, kienu kbar mhux biS's ghax kienu 
ispirati mill-klaslsiei griegii u rumani, izdlai aktar gnax kienu kbar huma nfus­
homo L-imitazzjoni wehedha ma' tagnmlekx kbir jekk m'g'handekx il-kreat­
tivita, I-orig:inalita, I-ispirazzjoni personali tieghek biex timlieha. 

Izda fil-mumenti koroh tal~polemika, jista' jigri li I-abjad jibda jidher 
mhux bis,s griz iZlda 'iswedl. Infatti I-imitazzjoni ta'l-klassiei li tant diawl'et 
imnll1i kbar fi's'-seklu sbatalX fi Franza bdiet titqies bnal,a superstizzjoni 
mill-mO'dernisti tas-seklu tmintax u I-awtorita tar-mgunii bdiet titqies blmla 
pregudizzju. Ii-progressna post it-tmdizzjoni, u I-independienza, u r-relat­
tivita nadiu pO'st I-awtorita. L-istorja tirrepeti runha b'modl differenti, iva, 
iiJda tirrepeti runha xorta wahda, gnax anki fMalta I-polemika letterarja 
ta:s-sittiniu,iet ghaddiet mill-istess toroq. Minhabba fi l-pO'ezija maltija gliad­
ha sigra zgflira u Ii minn twelidiha sa Hit snin ilu libset libsa wa:hda, kO'nna 
drai}nieha din il-libsa, u identi,fikajna I-poezija mar-romanticizmu. G1i,ax ge­
nemzzjoni wara' I-ohra trawmet f~ha u filha biss, konna nsibna, Ii biss fi-imi­
ta,zzjoni tat-tematika u II'-istilistika 'diunkarmjana tista( t9'hilX u tikber il­
poezija ma'!tija. Min-na,ha taghiha din il-mentalita mag1nluqa ta,' difi·za ma 
riedet lanqas tara d~dekadenza' tar-romantieizmu malti, Ii kien rizultart tal­
mewt tal-poeti kbar u tat-tibdiil socjali, politiku, ekO'nomiku u edlukal\Jtiv li 
sar fMalta f'dawn l-aiJiiliar gnO'xrin sena. 

I'i!dla <sakemm tibqa' iliejja soc.1eta, l-ispirazzjO'ni poetika ma tmut 
qatt. L-gha1jtal ta,I-Modemi,sti tas-snin sittin kienet gnajta ta' protesta kO'n­
ra dak kollu li kien nobb!i u e's'senZ!jali gnall-poezija romantika. Ir-reaZ2!joni, 
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isimha mag.J'l:ha, dejjem tkun liarxa u s-SOej81ta ma!tija ma kenitx ippre­
para.1Ja gna,:,iha u ma laqgliethiex. Minflok li rtiraw, il-Modernisti ziedu fil­
volum gliax kienu jemmnu li d.k kellha tkun it-triq tal-poezija futura mal­
ti·ja .. U fdan kel!hom ragun. Poezij>a li m'gnandlhiex egnruqha aktar fil-qiegli 
tal..;namrija soeja,l'i, m'hi poe.zi'ja' xejn. U fe~n kieri I-impenn soejali tal..;poe­
zija romantika :Ii baqglnet tinkiteb wara s-sittinijiet? 

L-INDIPENDENZA TA' L-1964 

L-indipendenza ta' 1-1964 kienet data storik,a anki ghal-Iettemtura 
taglina. Mal-'hakma ko!;onjali miete,t ukoll I-a:wrtorita tat-tradizzjoni u ta' 1-
istituzzjonijiet maltin u flokhom danlet I-indipendenza' ta:!-li'sieb nieles minn 
kull irbit 'soejali, ekk,lezjastiku u letterarju. Hu fatt Ii' m'hemmx vera indi­
pend'enza na,zzjonalli ming'najr maturita soejali u kull maturita tesigi res­
ponsabbi:ta. U min twieled, gnex u x:cjah ra}h ndejn ,na.odieilior, mhu){ la­
i<emm tkissirlu I-ktajjen taHasar u timbuttaih, fil-.helsien. II-maturita soe­
jali tie,nu z-zmien u kien hemm periklu il mill-kolonjalizmu imperjali 1!'-pOp­
lu malti jg'haidldi facilment g,naH-kolonjalizmugdid,d'ak tat-turizmu, tal­
permissiv;ta, tal-,flus, tal-progress xjentifiku, tad-drogi, vjolenza u 5es's. 

Gh'ahhekk il-partri'jottizmu ideali, li serva tant ta1jeb bhala centru ta' 
qawmien u identita nazzjonali fide:jn lir-romantiei, sa'r aljenazzjoni so6jali 
wara I-Indlipends'nza. Kien mehtieg li I-poplu mal:ti jemancipa ruliu minn din 
I-aijenazzjoni biex isib i'i'-vera tifsira tac-cittadinanza maltija: mibnija fuq 
valuri li ,g:nan:dhom jiftliuha maz-zmien biex tingiiaqadi mas-solidarjeta kos­
mopoli1)£l. I,zdal kien melitieg li I-'punt tat~tluq ta' danl-izvilupp tal-poezija 
pa:trijottika, jkun I-Ideal li gliannew 'G.A. Vassallo, Dun Karm u r-Roman­
tib shabhom. 

Glialhekk mhux sew li mmaqdru 'I dawk il-poeti ta' qabilna glhax 
fa1i:li,ru " ommhom iffilzebillia kif kienet fl-'injuranza ta' wliedha. Kif ukoll 
mhux sew li nakkuzawhom b'nuqqas ta' sineerita meta gli:annew il-Fidi 
ta' missirijietna. i=laifna mill-poeti romantieL anki fuq il-kontinent, ke1:llhom 
viZijoni platonika-nisranijal 1Jad-:dlinjai. Kienu jittraUawha bli:ala simbolu biss 
to' X't iIi'aga li hi infinitament aktar sublimi. Id-dinja taghnal kienet g,lialihom 
xbieha finita ta' dinla ohra: meta,fizika li ma tidlhirx. Glialihom il-VERU u s­
SABlli=I kienu assoluti giJiax jezistu oggettivament fid .. dinja etei)":na, filwaqt 
H r-rifless tagh,hom kien jidher fil-veru u s-'sabih lil-ipoeta kien jara mad­
waru fdid-dinja' u jesprimihom biex minnhom kien jittraxxendi gliall-Gliajn 
ta' kollox. Ir-rifless" b"lilala partecipazz!joni, jeiis,ti og'ge,ttivament ukoll gln'al­
kemm fuq livell ta' ezistenza anqas, u g'nalhekk I-ideat tal-veru filosofiku 
IJ tas-sabi,n, artistiku m'humiex soggettivi biss, m'humiex relativi bhalma 
jgn,81llmu r-relativizmu u s..,soggettivizmu li huma karatterstika ta' iliafna 
mill-mental ita u l-poerZ'ija moderna. 

D,ak li lag,limel I-arti u I-filosofija possibbli Ihu I-fatt Ii I-Iofinit jesprimi 
r-rifless tiegiliu fl-ispazju u z-zmien. Meta jieqaf :dan ir-rifless" jieqfu wkoll 
I-arti u I-filosofija, u tibda l-kontempJ'azz:joni eterna ta' I-'In,finit. GhaJhekk, J­
ghanja tal-poeta, bha,lal 'i=labbar tas-Sewwa u mera tas'~Sbunija', ma tmutx, 
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izdra tibqa' tghix gn.al dejjem. Dan kollu mihux iIIuzjoni klerikali tal-poeta 
nazzjonali, bhalma forsi jahsbu xi wh1ud mill-mo,dernisti. Ma ninsewx li mar­
romantiCizmu kien s<ar qawmien religjuz ;f1~Ewropa koH.ha. ,l=Iarfna bdew jap­
prezzaw iI~KattoliCizmu u ,I-wirt kulturali u artis1iku tieghu, Chateaubriand 
kiteb 'Le Genie du Christianisme' bhala innu tal-gmiel nisrani, u kwazi r­
romantici germanizi kollha spiccaw jammira,w il-Med~u Evu. Li r-religjon 
mhix t€,rimon!ji u ritwali biss, jifhimha I-bniedem umli u sempliCi wisq ak­
tar minn xi whudi mill-modernis,ti li fl-insistenza esaigera:ta biex jinqatghu 
mit-tradizzjoni rel:gjuza ,holqu relazzjoni Alla-bnied'em li hi aktar umana 
milli divina. 

Ta' min isemmi H poeta kontemporanju bha'l m'hu Daniel Massa 
rnexx.ielu jaghraf jagtJ.ti hajja. gdidaliH-wirt tra;d'izzjonaH ta' sentimenti re­
iigjuzi biex jo'hloq poezrja kreattiva ta' elementi tradizzjonali u :t:aJ.ent per­
sona'ii, 

IL-HSlEB ANALlT1KU U SINTETIKU 

ilium I-illuzjoni materjalista I!i tqis I-elementi' ta' l-ana,lizi aktar reali 
minn dawk ta's-sintezi hi komuni ,hafna. Infatti I-Ihsieb analit'iku; Httrijonfa 
kullimkien, ,fil-Ietteratura, lingwistika, psikolog'ika',fi';'Q'Sofija, u 'teolog:~a. Na­
tura!ment, dan ~-istud~u analitiku Ij.ipprova jillibera, I-oggettivita biUi Jikk'l'a­
rifika I-elementi kostitwenti rtar-realta, bhalma 'jag,hmel l-ezistenzjaHzmu 
meta jidhol' fl-irqaqat parrtikulari tad-diinja moderna, u jdlawwal I-istrutturi 
ta' ,I-€li.istenza umana.li:da dan I-istudjuanalitiku u eiistenzjalista, sew 
bhala princip~u kif ukoll bh'aIa metodu, jista' UlWassal f'sitwazzjoni b'kon­
seglWenzi senji ihafna, g'hax johloq separazzjoni a.rtificjali bl-insistenza esa­
gerata fuq I-individwu u b'hekk jipperikola li jeqredl H-vizjoni sintetika tar­
I ealta oggettiva. 

Dak li ihafna drabi jintere,ssa. I-poeta modern, influwenzat kif inhu 
mill-psikologi,ja analitika u I-filosofija ezistenzjalist<a, mlhux aktar il-bnie­
dem universali, jigifieri, il'-bl1'iedem bhala bniedem, ii:.da aktar iI-bniedem 
bna~a individlvvu, bhalal Mario, Alber:t jew Raymond. Ghalhekk, ghalkemm 
da:k li l~poeta modern jikteb fil-poezija fuq 'iid-id:ubji, in-nuqqas. :t:a'fidi, u 1-
ambigwit.a fil-poz,izzjoni religljuza tieghu, jista( jitfa' diawl interessanti u 
mehtieg fuq iI-bniedem maqbudl wa1hduI kif jinslClb fdin!ja mnawda, dan it­
tluq ezistenzja'l:ista, minhabba I-istess insisltenza 'ta' koncentrazzjoni indi­
vidwali, jista' jfarrak u jatomizza, r-realta 'ail1tropologika u metafiiika. 

Dan ,I-istudju ezistenzjalista. jonqsu prin!cipju iehor li bih il~bn1ec1em 
jerg<a' j'Sib I-unita ta' I-univers u I-ghaqrda. bejn il-'l=laiNieq u I-hlejjaq. U ,den 
il-prinCipju sintetiku ns:ibuh fil-poezija 'II-Jien u tilhinn Minnu' fejn Dun 
Karm, ispirat mill-filosof~ja u t-rteo!ogija Tomista, 'jistud~a, il-bniedem bnala 
bniedem, iI-bniedlem universali, fir-relazz,joni tiegflu m'Alla 1-II=I·aWeq. Xi 
whu,d mill-poeti moderni, influwenzati mit-teologija tal!'-hekk imseJlia 'Death 
of God Theo!ogy' jixtiequ jinqatgil'ru mill-istrutturi tradiizzjonali religljuzi, 
.hekk kifit-teologi ta' din it-teologi'ja 'jixtiequ jinqa,tghu mit-teologija tradiz­
zjonaii ghax jaJisbu li iliafna minnh<l' kienet saret astrattal u sterili. lI-punt 



IL-POEZIJA MALTIJA 21 

tat-tluq tar-reflessjoni teologika tag'ohom huwa s-sentiment ta' ff-assenza 
l' Alia fil-bnielCliem modern biex fl-a-h1i:ar ignidu li jonolqu 'I Alia! veru ezis­
tenzjali u konkret fil-bniedemGesu. Jigifieri, kemm dawn il-poeti, kif ukoll 
dawn it-teologi, jitilqu milH-bniedem biex ~ippruva!W isibu 'I AlIa mentri r­
rea Ita hi I-kunrtrar~u gna1x it-tluq iridjibda mill-Gnajn ta' kollox, u allura 
b'hekk 'jinTllO!oq dijaloglU bejn il-bniedem kredenti Clew is-socjeta li tem­
men) u I-univers, kif !insibu fSan Tumas fi zmien il-Med~u Evu u fi Pierre 
Teilhalrd de Ohardin fiz-zmini~iet tagifma. Infatti wiened jisif:a,qsi jekk min­
gnair I-influwenzal tal-fidi tag,liihom fAlla setgnux San Tumas u Teilhard 
jas'lu, iI-wiened gnall-konvergenza bejn ir-rivelazz:jiOni u I-metafizika, u 1-
ienor gnal dik bejnir-rivelazzjoni u x-'xjenza. 

L-IDENTTTA' 

l-g1i:ajta li tonrog mill-gra~ja twila umana mhix I-incertezza tal­
jien-naf-H-ma-nafx kif rtagn.tina x'ni~hmu l-poei:iJa moderna, izdal l-es;per­
jenza pozittiva tal-jien-naf-izda-naf-ftit-wisq, I-esperjenza ta4-kux­
jenz,a umana U'i gnadha m'akkwis,tatx I-identita kompleta tagn­
ha issa, imma, b'daqshekk mhix 'tfarrik' biss. It-tfarrik ,ta' I-idlentita ind~vid­
wali mhuXI xi skopertai m od'ern al. Adam, !I'-ewwel bniedem, wara l-waqg;f;a 
gliadida wkoll minn dan tt-tfarrik morali, kif ukoll ghatdlda Dun Karm fid­
"dalma kbira" li 'liasshal "tosrtorlUl I-kif u I-gnala ta' kuH ma hu". L-iden­
dita tigi. kif sew qal il-filosfu danii: Kierkegal(llrdl,fidl-decii:joni fondamen­
tali religjuzai rtagnna li! t9'naqqad, bnal katina walida', il-'noloq tat...tfarrik ta' 
ha1jjitna mifruda fiz-zmien u fl-isipaz:ju. L-identita hi kisba personali ak­
kwistata fil-fid'i u t-tbail:ija u mhux xi natura umana lesta u mog,ntija lilna 
minn q~bel. Gihallhekk fdan is-'sens I-e±istenza tigi qabel I-essenzal gnaD< 1-
ewwel trid tezisti bieXl wara tikseb xi ihaga. U dan I-impennta' I-identita 
jl1nlClq il-quccata ,tiegihu fdin id'-dedlikazzjoni persona.fi, gnax ffha biss il­
bnietd'em aljenat mit-tfarrik lpersonali tieg'liu jilnaq I-oghla grad ta' inten­
sifikazZijoni ta( gnejxien u tifsir tall!-l1ajja. 

Gnalhekk ic-certezza tal-pozizZljoni romantika tal-Jiena-Jien u cl-dub­
ju tal-poeti modemi Ifil-mistoqs[~a; Jien-min-~ien? huma zewg ucuh ;ta' I-is­
tess verita ontologika'. j~-mis;toqsija u I-ansjeta huma karatteristici tal­
bniec!lem, rizultat tal-limitazZijoni intelletwaH umana. kl!-dubju ta' I-identita u 
ta,r-religjon ha:ssu. Dun Karm ukoll fl-ewwel parti tal-' 'Jien' u Lilh:nn Min­
nu' - jigifieri I-parti tal~poei:i~a mdlawla biss mir-razzjonaHzmu ca'rtes~an. 
Dan id-dubju gilie!ibu fit-tieni parti bl-intuwiz:z:joni pasoaljanal tar-Realta li 
tezisti IHlhinn mill-Jien. Hemm fdin il-,poezija zvil'UlPP psikologiku gnax fi­
ha ni!rtlaq.ghu ma'l-graHa eterna tal-bniedem, bnala iben prodigu, imfarrak 
fid-dub1U tiegnu merta; jenodha, kontra Alia I-Missier gnax i!I'-bniedem ma 
jistaiX jifhmu, imbagnad il'-glieda twila tas-suppervja umana fpendlu ta' 
accettazzjoni u rifjut, sakemm ,fl-ailiih:ar 1iddi dl-dawl tal-fiidi li jimla 'Sal 1-
anqasl roknata' qa'lb iI-bniedem fi's-sejba ta' I-identilti! 's,nin'a, tieg'flu nnifsu fl­
lnfinita divina fejn N!-kuntraf'\jerta~iet tart-tfarrik kollu jinil1allu mingnCl!jr idis­
tinzjoni fUnita Wail1lda, kif .sew ignallem il-misticizmu tar-religljonijiet kol-
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Iha li jiliares mhux lejn I-apparenza esterjuri (tfarrik) iida 'Vejn I-interjorita 
tar-realta (idlentita). 

!l-PSIKOLOGIJA F!L-POEZIJA MODERNA 

II-poezija mO'd'ema ispirata, mill-psiko,~'ogija freudjana u jungjana 
tistudja I-bniedlem maqbud! fil-moviment kontinwu tal-libidO' mill-inkonxju 
ghall-konxju tieghu u vici-versa. Din it-trasmutazzjoni tal-libido permezz 
tas-simbolu gl1:andha egTlruqha fin-natura, umana u ilha tezisti miM-bidu 
tac-civilta. II-konxju hu I-quccata zgliira ta' I-'iceberg' psikologiku uman. 
Dak li jinsab mai1<:zun fil-guf profond tal-inkonxrju personali u kollettiv 
:~1iinna nifhmu ai!il!iar iI-1hsibijiet, ix-xewqat u I-eghme<}iel tagnna. Hi din id­
d'inja inkonXtja li I-poeta kontemporanju jixtieq 1,ikxef biex jifhem arhjar lilu 
nnifsu. Din ix-xewqa u dan I-istudlju tad-dinja psikologika jidhru fl-analiz.i 
dettaljata, ta.l-imnabba/mibeghd:a, fin-nuqqas ta' komunikabilita bejnil­
bnedmin fdinja mimlijar mezzi ta' komunikazzljoni, fil~hQirm bhala prodott 
spontanju tal-'psyche', u Ifit-tama mimlija ans,jeta u biza' tait-thedldid, li bi­
hom hi mimlija I-poezija moderna. II-poeta modem jistudj<a wkoll il ... 1iajja 
sesswali espressa fl-inkon>eju kollettiv bhala 'anima' u 'animus', jigifieri ; 
element femminil u I-element maskil Ii jinsabu rispettivament fir-rage I u 
I-mara u li jgauh1una nagixxu kif na,gixxu. 

Minn dan l-istudju psikologiku I-poeta modern qedi jipprova jsib fih 
innifsu centru ,gdicJ1 (dak li Jung isej~'a,l'hu 'The Self li hu differenti mill­
'Ego'), fe:jn jin1'1oloq bilanc, armonija psikologika bejn il-konxju bil-valuri Ii 
rnexxielu jakkwista u I[I-inkonxju bil-vitaHta u l-energ,ija tiegflU. Dan ic-cen­
tru jgungu'an jixbah flafna I-kuncett Hindu ta' Atman, Purusiha" u Bralhman; 
jixbah ukoll il-kuncett ta' TaO' 'fil-filosofi,ja cinizar tas-seklu tlieta u erbgfla 
qabel Kristu, imfisser tant It,ajjeb minn Lao Tzu u d-dixxiplu tieghu Chuang 
Tzu. Mit-TaO'izmu, Jung 1'1a wkoll ,qdeat ta' 'animusvanima' mfissra fix­
xbieha ta"Yarng/Yin', zewgi qawwiet li jinsabu f'kuH wiehedl minna. 

Meta jsib ,d/an ,ic-centru 'Psikolo~iku, il-poet'8 kontemrporanju jitta­
ma li jkun sab I-identita personali tieg1i:u, g11ax ~~hseb li I-inkonxju kol­
lettiv jis,ta' jitfa' dawlgloicfi 'Ii jg1ia1qqa'd it-tfarrik li j1'1ossugej mill-konxju 
tieghu. F',din is-sintezi tall'-konxju/inkonxju, f'dlin I-armonija, tar' oppoz,izzjo­
nijiet psikologici jittama li jsib lilu nnifsu jewalh~ar I-identita tieghu li tant 
ilu jfitte1x. U ghalhekk bnalma Dun Karm sab l-identita tie9l1'1'u fl-ghaqda tal­
.lien u Ulhinn Minnu, fl-unjoni tar-Raguni u I-Fidi, hekk ukoll ilr-poeta mo­
dern janseb li fjs.ta' isib I-idienti,ta tieghu ,permezz ta' I-unita psikologika. 

Kemm Dun Karm kif ukoll ,il-bniedem modern, it-tnejn fititxu li jsi­
bu I-unita mi,t-tfarrik. M-differenzar qieg1'1~da li Dun Karm fittixhal fir-rea Ita 
oggettiva tad~dinja spiritwa11i li tittl'axx.encfi I-'psyche' umana kif inhi mif­
huma mill-pslikologija moderna, filwaqt Ii I-bniedem modern fl:afnal drabi 
maqtugh minn din ,i'r-reailta spiritwali j,1'1'O'S,S rUfllUl magn1luq, bn'8J f'gagga, fir­
realta inferjuri ta' 'psyche' u matenja. Gnalhekk I-identita Iir b'l1'1afna tah­
bit, xi w1'1udl mi!I!-moderni ja11'1lsbu li jistghu jiksbu, tista' tkun Iprekarja jew 
illuzorja. 
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SINTEZI POETIKA 

Dan ix-xebh ta' Hdentita bejn Dun Karm u ,I-poeta modern ~isrta' u 
ghandu jwassa1lna f'xehh ta' sintezi oh ra, dik tal-poezija tmdizzjonali u 1-
pOeZij8 moderna. Fit-tema'tika u I-istilistika ta' dawn iz-zewg ferghat tal­
jJoei:ij8 maltija, iI-poeti huma ,differenti ghax differenti ihuma z-zminijiet li 
ghex'U fihom, ii:da !l-ispirazz~oni Ihi I-istess u g>fla,lhekk waihda. 

Diffitli ih'afna tidldBfinixxi x'inhi II-,poezija, daqs kemm hu diffi.cli haf­
na tigl1iid x'inhi I-arti. II-gmiel aifljar titpaxxa bih fl-intimu tieghek milli tid­
definixxih, ghalkemm min inossu u jarah ,fih u barra minnu jista' jfissru 
kif jar!' hu, jigifieri bil-mod jew stil personali tieghu. ,F" dan is-sens ihemm 
min ighid li l-istil hu 'l-poeta. 

Wiehed jifhem ukoll il-protesta qawwija tal-poeti moderni zgha­
zag11 tas-snin sittin meta flalCliuha kontra I-versifikart:uri romantiti-sentimen­
tali li idlentifikaw il-poezija ma' I-istanza, ir-rima u r-retorika. Dawn il-ver­
sifikaturi kitbu biss proza (u proza fqira wara kollox) irrim8lta, u qatt ma 
jmissihom de'hru fl-ebda anto'l'ogija studjata mill-istudenti taghna fl-iskejjel. 
B'hekk seta' nholoq kriterju letterarju zba':!jat ta" x'inhi I-vera :poezija .. Izda 
li tha>i!i I-kurrenttall'-protesrta jkaxkar miegflU anki ,dak li hu taj~eb, kif 
jagihmel min jagnrti' .x'jifhem li I-poezija maltija bdiet issa, hi mentalita zbaJ­
jata wkol'l u tista' tagihlmel flalfna 1isara lill-isrtuClenti. Dun Karm kien u jib­
qa' I-Poeta N.azzjonali ghallliafna ragunijiet,igliidu x'iglnidu I-modernisti. 

II;I-poei:ija hi simbolu, metafora, tixbih, u n-nuqqas, tiegliu kien il­
kalwza printipali tad-dekaldenza tal-:poezi~a romantika. Gha'lihekk g'iiamel 
sew il-poeta modern meta ra'ga' sab ir-run ta' I-ispirazz:joni poetika. B'hekk 
ghamel i!-poeZija aktar impenjattiva,aktar intellettwali, ghax it-tifsira ta's­
simbolw hi infinitau tattetta ,aktar minn fehma wahda. 'Is-simbolu poetiku 
modern hu kontii: Ih1afna ghax izomm biss iI-kelmal eWllenUa. Izd'a meta !­
poezija tkun sensiela wa'hda ta' simboli mda1h,o,lin wiehed fwiehed' tistnaj­
iilhom hajt mibni apposta mHI-poeta biex izommok barra mid-id'inja gewwi­
nija tieghu. Dan ~aghmel iI-poei:ija maderna diffibli biex tiflhimha., ut-tort 
mhux diejjem talC'qarrei. Naif Ii I-gmiel tal!-poezilja m'g,handux jinqered bl­
insistenza tal-qarrej biex jiddissektja u janalizza kull verso Naf ukoll Ii 1-
oskuritafil~poei:'iijla, moderna hi fiha nfisha mera tad-dinja psiko!ogika mn,aw­
da u mfarrka ta!~poe:ta, modern. li:da I-problema qieghlda fidejn I-gnalliem 
!i mhux d'ej<jem isib gillajnuna, lanqas minn ghand dawk stess li kitbu 1-
poei:i>ja. L-isrtudenti wkoll jindunaw li I-kobor tal-poeiija lanqa's qieghed fil­
nafna 'gimmicks' ta' xi Wlhud mill-modernisti. 'II-poe.ti kbar ta' 'Linji Godda' 
.iinsisrtJu fuq is-simbo!u wisq aktar mHli fuq il-forma tipogra.fika tal-kliem u 
l-vrus .. 

lI~polemiki joll,loqhom min gnadu 19hix fl-arti.ficj·alita 1lac-cirkumfe­
renza. Infittxu c-centru tat-tirku fejn tinsab l-gha1jn ta' kullispirazzjoni 
poetika. 

JOSEPH VELLA, B.A. (Gen.), B.A. (Hons.), M.A., Ph.Lie. is Head of the De­
partmel'lt of MaJ.te.oo, Lieeo VassaUi, Tal-Manc1a>q, Ma[ta. 



'MACBETH' AND THE CONCEPT 
OF MULTIPLE FUTURES 

C. CARUANA CARABEZ 

"Time 'and the hour runs throu.gh the roughest day" says the 
Thane of Glamis: in Act I Sc. 3; time, and ,the narture of time, is of vitaJ 
importance in anyattem.pted comprehension of 8:hakespea.re's 'Macbeth'. 
The central dillemma of the pla,y is intimately bound with, time" ;and the 
relationSlhip between the :Present and the ,Future may be regarded! as the 
mainspring of the plot. 

Before discussing this central dilemma it would! be best, ihO'lN­
ever, to establish logical notions concerning the nature of time, because 
indOlence, custom and carelessness often combine to produce treache­
rous conceptuallisa,tions com.posed. of half-truths and inaccuracies. 
Shakespeare's mind was obviously and remarkably free' of such habitual 
or sloppy thinking, and it is therefore up Ito the intelligent reader to 
clarify Ihis ideas if he is to share at all vividly the drama,tist's vision. 

Atthough 'Einsteinian physics ha,ve furnished! us with new termino­
logy such as 'continuum' and ",the fourth dimension' by which to discuss 
time, it cannot be said that this hasal,tered, to any significant e~tent, the 
popul,ar vision of time which has been extant for centuries. l 

To I1Jhe common mind, time is some kind of straight line having 
three signilficam points cailled Past, ,Present andl ,Future respectively, 
along which Ihuman life progres'ses in one direction only. Althougih (up 
to the present) 1:1hls irreversible :diirectionality seems indisputable, the 
other elements constituting the popular vision outline,d above are at 
worSlt inaccurate and misleading and at best simplis,tic. 

,It is first of <8lt11alpparenrt that we always exist in what we call 
'the ,Present'. If the concept of Time as 'a straight line may be temporarily 

1. The 'COncept of linoo,r '!Une W.alS born with Chrti.Sti&nity, ,since the Creed does 
nOlI; admit oif, recurrence rand everything in it is aimed :rut a particular point: 
The liast D.aiY, !the end of the world. GaIJJil;eo Galhlcl, in Ills DisC1.tsSions and 
Demonstrations (1638) promoted ;the theory' that tiune was III geometrically 
strad.ght line and not 91 cWcle. I£.'alac Barrow (16301677) t;he English mathe­
maJtici:an, .aiLso considered it <as an essentjiJaJly mathenmticall concept hlllving 
the sOLe aJttribUJ'te of length. It Ii:s IQf ,unifoI:Il1l ipart1s and mjaiY be rega.rded as 
either the addition of 'Continguous po!ints or the progression of a sing;Je point. 
See Johannes Von Buttlar, Journey To InfinitlJ. (GLasgow, 1975). 
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utilised for the sake of clarity, then the 'now' is somewhere along the 
line an.d the Past would consis,t of discal100d 'nows'. A minute lying in 
the .Future is transformed, by 1Jhe processes of life and consciousness, 
into a m~nute of the Present; when these particul,ar si'xty seconds. are 
lived and eXlperiencedi they become pa,rt of our Pa'st. We cannot, how­
ever, re-experience them, nor can we eXlperience prematurely others 
which lie in the FuturEli. One of the basic laws of Nature apparently 
states that we are prisoners of the Present. 

One other obvious fact concerning the subdivision of Time into 
these three parts is tlhart only the 'Present may be called! a point along 
the 'line' of Time. lihe IPlast has a magnitude it shares (one hopes) with 
the Future, but not so ,the Present. Even as we say 'now', that 'now' 
belongs ,to tlhe ,Past. lih~s, may be trite, but it is nevertheless necessary 
since its enables us to conceive Time as being composeell of two re­
latively iliarge areas called 'PalSt' and 'Future' with a point (possessing, 
by definition, no magnitude) caHed'the Present' dividing them. 

Although Past 'and! Future S!hare a kinship of magnitude, they are 
not at all alike in nature, and it is the Present and the Past which eXlhibit 
similarities of nature. We are in more or less complete possess~on of 
the salient facts of our Past (what we ca:1I memory) and we usuaHy 
comprehend what we may term ';tJhe present 'situaftion'. Not so the 
Future, whiah is uncertain and: unpredictable, more or less tantaiising/y 
unknown. 

I.f, once again, the over-simple conception of ,time as a straight 
line may be used, it should! be observed ltihat in spite of the delicate 
differences between Past, Present and Future, each pointa,long the '~ine' 
is bound to ,preceding. and succeeding ones by' causaHty. lihe ,Present is 
therefore the result of Past causes, as ·the Future 'is', broadly spooki'ng, 
of Present ones. 

lihe mysteriousness of the Future is due to the fact that it (the 
Future) relies, f.or ~ts resolution into a particular iPresent, on two sets 
of causes, one known and ,the other unknown. The !first set of oauses is 
n0'lJh4ng else but our decis~ons, taken presently and intended to prodUce 
a Future ·situa'tion. 
. Unfortunately, thing,s have theh8lbit of not happening according 
to plan, and this is where the second set of causes, the unknown ones, 
are seen to operalte. lihese seltS' of causes may be collectively termed! 'the 
ran'dam factor2 and! they constitute the haphazardl element in our me. 
They oause peop,le to believe in ,good or badi luck, to gamble, or to 
!believe in prophecy and fortune-telling. Divine Revelation aside, our 
acknowledgement of our ignorance andi the helplessness of our iplight 

2. For a, moredetad1ed discu$ion of this r.andom factor see Arthur KoesUer, RooM; 
Of Coincidence (New York, 1972). 
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must be one of the strongesrt: roots of Faith and Religion. The randiom 
factor lies beyond 'logic or logical prediction. No amount of forethought 
could predict the (usua':~y) banal slip-ups which could' wreck any sophis­
ticatedly-planned project. Only super-human or supernatural intervention 
may' render the random factor scrutable, i·f, that is, one is given to 
trusting suoh 'voices'. It is already appa1rent rt;hat this discus'sion im­
pinges directly on 'Macbeth'. 

Before dealing with the p:ay itself, one final and supremely im­
portc:mt conclusion musrt be dra·wn and this concerns th" quest,on of 
whether it is at aH' correct to visualise time as a linear entity. Let us, 
for a moment, imagine a' man walking not in 'a 'straight road, but in an 
ample square, trave:rs!ng it. He will consciously avoidl s'tatic obstacles 
sUClh 81S lamps, benche!s or stationary ·groups of people. This wou)d cor­
respond to decisions taken wHfully and consciously concerning our fu­
ture. Our hypothetical pedestrian cannot sit down and, previou's to 
crossing the !square, make a p;'an of it and chart an ideal route. Or he 
may, but ihecould not possibly follow that planned! course. His hat may 
be blown off his 'head and Ihe would halVe to chase it, or he may be 
called over by a friend. Ra,ther than an ideal and! pre-p!otted line, his 
progress would be an unpredictab+e and! meandering one, having only () 
Heneral and indeterminate aim. The angles of -deviation from the planned 
course cannot possibly be prediicted since they result from the random 
,actor 

There is no need to resort to com:plicarted probability studies to 
infer that for each individual there exist at leasrt two Futures: One where­
in he real~ises his aspirations and one wherein ,he does not. Both are 
equa.lly possible. These constitute two extremes, and to anyone occupy­
ing a poinlt he chooses to ca~1 'The Present', 'The Future' is not a si'ngle 
"thing', but a compleX\ of possible directions, mUClh like the lines fanning 
out of the centre of a geometrical protractor. 

This somewhat overlong preamble was necessary precisely be­
cause the Future and its nature is of central importance in Shakespeare's 
'Macbeth', and the pl:ay requires the elimination of hab:rtual simplistic as­
sumptions concerning the terminology of Time which may be present be­
cause semantic tyranny causes the mind to , swal\11ow' idealS whole r.a,ther 
than to 'chew' them. Any reading of the play which ignores the fact that 
Macbeth has a number of possible futures to choose from is condemn­
ing the reader to a determinism which Shakespeare seems a,ctually try­
ing to eliminarte from the universe of his play. The central pa.thos in 
'Macbeth' lies in the fact that rthe protagonist is most of the time acting 
as a derterminist in a universe based on free will, a pa1thos arising from 
the voluntary ensl!avement of tlhe mind to a vision of tlhe universe whioh 
is but an illusion. The tragedy lies in the be'I'ated confirmation of the fal­
laciousness of sUClh a vision. 



'MACBETH' AND THE CONCEPT OF MULTIPLE FUTURES 27 

One complication which is raised by 'M a cbert:h, is that however 
much we empa,thise or identify with the protagonist we are completely 
separarte from him. What sort of future was he envisaging, and possibly 
striving for before his farteful meeting with the witches in I,iii? Was this 
in any way altered by the witches' wO!1dis or was his aspimtion con­
sonant with their predictions, his resolve being strengthenedi by. their 
words? Or, conversely, was his personal: conception of the future $0 dif­
ferent that their words inflamed Ihis mind precisely becaiuse they sug­
ge'srteda new worid of. possibilities? 

The evidence offiered by the text is quite conflicting. According to 
what we Ilearn of Macbeth in ,f,ii, he is a brave, selfless man who has 
brilliantly engineered and executed the annihilation of two attaoking 
forces. He waS! fighting! for Duncan the man as much as for Duncan the 
king; he wa,s saifeguarding both the office and the person of the King. 
We are presented with a case of apparently absolute loyalty. Moreover, 
Dunoan's own words in I,iv, 14-21 andl54-583 confirm this, although we 
should keep in mind thet Duncan is a poor judge of character (cf. !,iv, 
11-14). Macbeth's own horror at the realisation thart murder has come 
quite spontaneously into his mind after the wirtches'wol1ds is, however, 
indicative of a more disquieting possibility. ljhe 'uhought of murder is 
gratuitous at this point (I,iii) because the witches had merely told! him 
he .wou~id become king, andl Scotland's ,throne was eleotive, not here­
ditary. Althoughl it is debatable how far Shakespeare understood the de­
ta,ils of the elective proces's as expressed in his sources, one cannot 
ignore the tpoS's,ibility of his having unders,tood them. Why then should 
he think of murdering Duncan? Could not Duncan die, as alB men do, and 
thus make way naturally for Macbeth, wiho would bean obvious choice? 
lihe only reason for this could! be that the idea of eliminating al weak king 
and dutching 'his crown had alwalYs swum as a half-formed! mons'ter in 
the murky depths of Macbeth's, subconscious. Hel wa1s as responsible for 
this as a sick man for his virus, but it was there, and it ::?urfaced when 
the words of the witches stunned his, conscious mind, allowing a pri­
mi,tive subconscious, to assume control. The cover had been kickedl off 
the hell-hole, and the demon came out. 

One very important a,ssumption which musrt: be made at this point 
concerns the weind s,isters' knowledge of the future. If the witches did 
not know the future they were certa,inly excellent psychologists. Tihey 
must have known that if a man is told he has Cl promising future he 
would sltrive to realise it, gaining great energy in his attempt from his 
belief that nothing, can go wrong because all is fated to succeed. , 

. In a fataHst's universe there can be only despa,ir or an as'surance 
which is nearer to smugness than self-conrHdence. Macbeth exhibits 1ihe'se 

3. AH referencles ,are from the Arden Edition of Macbeth (ed. K. Muir) , 1973. 



28 CHARLES CARUANA CARABEZ 

extreme feelings throughout the play, according to whether any 'reve­
lation: promises, for him ease or duress. 

If Macbetihl seems to accept the witches' prophetic powers as a 
fact, it seems that Shakespeare <takes pa,ins to establish a universe w.hich 
is not deterministic. Why else would he have created Lady Macbeth, or 
at least endowedl her with iher Iparticular character? It is safe Ito assume 
that Macbeth, on his own, would not ha,ve killed IDuncan; this is more 
of a platitude than a' hypothesis, but Lady Macbeth is :\jhere to act upon 
her husband's wi'lil. Tthere can be no will or wil'l,ing in a determ~nistic 
universe; the fact that she :has, as main function, the influencing of an­
other mind's! decisions implies rthat the universe of the pla,y is not deter­
ministic. ht could be arguedl 1Jh<:l.t believing in the possession of a will is 
the last illus·ion inl a dieterminis,tic universe, butWlfiy should Shakespeare 
attempt to e'Xlpress such profound cynici'sm when irony (tha't issuing 
from the contrast between a protagonis,t who be:;lieves, in a determinis­
tic universe and a ,universe whioh is not) prove's to be so much 
more fruitful ·andl meaningful? lihereis everyrea1son to believe that 
Macbe<th's vaccillaltion, his eva':'uation of pos·sible courses (il,vii) and his 
acceptance' of causa,lilty a:ndl morality are due to a transient awareness of 
things als they are. How can a man concern himself with morality in a 
deterministic universe? HooiVen and Hell, 'as ,the terminal 'loci' of morta'l 
life, are only poss1ible tllrougihl 'a !premise of free will. Yet IMacbeth rerver1tS 
to fat.all~stic vision time after time, whenever his interpretation of the 
w~tclles' wOl1ds seems fa1vourable. 

What is far more interesting is his: sudden refusal of determinism 
in m,i: . I. i 

For them the gracious Dunccm have I murther'd; 
Put vancours in the vessel of my pealce, 
Only for them; iClnd mine etern<lJ1 jewell 
Given to the common Enemy ()1f man, 
To make them Kings., the seed of Banqtlo kings! 
Rather than so, come, f<llte, into the liist, 
And champion me to th' utterance!. .... ." (III,i, 65-71) 

Tohe interpretation of the last two lines is crucia.J. Henry Cunning ham, the 
editor of the origina~ Ardien 'Macbe1Jh' whioh apPoolred in 1912, felt tihat 
Macbe1lh was here asking fa,te to be his champion in the defence of his 
royal title, but this is. nothing but a pathe!tic misreadjing of the 'text. 
The more correct interpretation would be 1lhat wherein Macbeth chal­
lenges farte to 'combat', a fight to the finish (cf. "to th'utteJ1arnce'" -
from French 'a oUltrance'). In prosaic terms, Macbetlh is unhappy with 
the revelation concerning IBanquo''$. issue <and is going to attempt to 
change pestiny. 

How can a fatalist believe :he can ohange his destinty? Should we 
understand 1Jhat Macbeth forfeits his: fa~th in a deterministic universe 
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when events seem to ·assume an unfavourable turn? Such a 'swing', from 
one extreme position to .the o1Jher is in itlself indicative of the inSltaibiHty 
of his character. The murdering of Duncan rhas unslhackled him morally., 
and he hasl no certa,inties leh:. 

Macbeth's belief in the wiches, re-affirmed time after time, in­
dicates Ihis tatalism. "this fCllt:alistic frame of mindi, congenital or derjved, 
aids !his downfall immensely, because it hinders him from ;tJhinking. Had 
he refi!ected better, the would have realised that iJ:here is no such thing as 
'a future' but in fact severa,l possibili,ties. 

It is now appropriate to) consider what Macbeth fa,iled to do, and 
revi6'\l\r these possibilities'. 

Broadly speaking, Macbeth 'h-ad three possible futures. It has al­
ready been pointed! out tlhart when the witches rteM! Macbetlh he would 
become King, in I,iii" he immediately tlhinks of mUl1der, and this:, being 
completely grartuitous, implies <I1he pre-exis,tence of a temptartion >toward 
an il<!icit wrenching of Duncan's crown. This is not improbable, since 
Duncan was a weak king Wlho could not even fi!glht his own wars. Yet 
it would! not have been amiss for Macbeth to harbour al 'oosire for the 
crown. Scotland',s throne wa1s elective, and Macbeth, !through his prowess 
and' courage, would surely have been elecrted with geneml approvalll on 
Duncan's death. This does not amount to treason burt rartJher to reason­
able expecrta1tion.ln fact, it would haiVe happened! had: not Dunecllni fore­
stalled! everything by pronouncing ,his successor in 'HII,iv, 35-39. ThiS dec­
!a'ration made it most improbable for Macbellh to obtain the crown, be­
ea,usel IMalcolm was a youth. Although Duncan's intention was not 
spontaneous (,he must Ihave harboured direams, of dynasty, as Macbeth 
and Banquo do) his declara!tion is, and must be cons'idered as, a randbm 
factor' whfch alters the 'direotion'dhosen by Macbeth when he deC!ia res , 
in '!I,m, 144-145: 

If Chance \V,iJl hnve m.; King, why, Chance malY crown me, 
Without my stir. 
It is immediartely appa'rent from the above thart two Futures al­

ready 'seem possible: 
(a) One future is thart wherein Macbeth belcomes King, without 

illicit intervention after Duncan's natural dea'th. 
(b) Another possibility is lIhat wherein Macbeth ki'lls Duncan ah:er 

Duncan' ,rendiers the first possibility most improbable by un­
ex:pecte'CIlly declalring his s.on successor. 

There is, however, a thir.d possible future whiah !has to be con­
sidered as well. This is one wherein ,Duncan dies a nartural ,deattJh and 
Malcolm - or someone else - becomes King. Macbeth would live on 
as a pos's:ibly embittered man of hig,h status whose royal aspirations 
have never been rea~ised because his sense of honour and loyalty had 
restrained any dange,rous lpassions. For 'suC'h a future to become actual 
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there could be neitJher a Lady Macbeth nor the witche's. 
Macbeth's wife andi his supernatural confi~dantes are 1:he two fac­

tors which, apart from Macbe'th's own character, influence most the 
realis.ation of his particula'r and unpleasant progress through life. Lady 
Macbeth belongs to those factors which one may caH predictable. Mac­
beth is, unlike Duncan, not a poor Judge of character, andl could sum up 
his wife's character as accurately and succinctly as she could sum up 
hIs own in \,iv, 16-30. Hald Macbeth been a deeper thinker he would 
have been able to '8'sse'ss how inflamatory his account of ihis meeting 
with the witches wou~ld prove to be for her, as well as to predict her 
re'action. 

The witches cannot be classified thus; they belong, together with 
Duncan's declaration of his son's lsuccession, or his decision to sojourn 
at Macbeth's cast;le. to the realm of the random. Na1turally, their appear­
ance w.as 8' pre-calculated event, pre-calcul'ated that is, by 'lsomeone'; but 
Macbeth could never, by any amount of logical thought, have predicted 
their appearance on the hearth. 

In plainer terms, the "supernatural soliciting" of the witches is 
unsolicited: The intriguing question is, at this point, what would have 
happened had the witches never a'Ppeared!. We have to assume that in 
such a case the' dormant (o.r subconsc:ous) ambitions of the Tlhane (and 
his wife) would! never he,ve 'awakened', Which, then, of the three 
'Futures'considered above would, have been most probable? The first 
possibility, we may recall, is that wherein Ma:cbeth becomes king with­
out resorting to murder. This was probable, except for Duncan's dec!a­
ration about his successor. This is apparently unconnected with the ap­
pearance of the witohes, and mayor may not have taken place irres~ 
pective of them. Tlhis 'future', then, is only possible, and no.t probable, 
depending not on Macbeth but on Duncan. 

Tihe second 'futum' was that which is actual!y reallised in the 
course of the play, i.e., the acce'ssion to the crown througlh murder. 
Without theappea,rance' of the witches this would have been most im~ 
probable. There would :have been no stimulus to trigger off such violent 
pass:ions 'in he "lihane and his wife. 

The last 'future', tha't wherein Macbeth never becomes king be­
cause'Mako1m succeeds his father is, of course, the most probable one, 
since as has been pointed out earlier, Duncan's, decision to appoint his 
son successor was sudde.n in its declara'tion, noil: ,in its formation. It 
amounts, after all, to a neat p:lece of legal loopholing by which the 
eleotive procedurel is rendered' inaperail:ive. Added to this is the fact that 
it was customary for king,s to resort to nomination. Premeditation is al~ 

ways 'present in cases of suoh great import. It is safe to assume that 
Ouncan. would!, in any case, always have declared his. son successor to 
the throne. In other wO'lids, the 'future' wherein Macbeth never .becomes 



'MACBETH' AND THE CONCEPT OF MULTIPLE FUTURES 31 

king was always the most probable one, all things remaining equal. 
This throw,s muoh light upon a vexed question which is not, how­

even often pu,t: did the witches rea,!ly know the 'future'? This is not the 
same as ,to ask whe,ther 'they were human or supernatural. I have ne­
ver harbouredl any ,doubts about Shakespeare's intention to depict 1!hem 
as creatures of the DevH. Their :provenance is clear. But this raises 
another quesl't:on: Does the Devil (a's conceived by Shakespeare) know 
the 'furture'? Not neces'sarily, it seems, in 'Macbeth'. What vl1,e Devil 
seems to possess is not prescience but science, or intelligence. 

'Macbeth musrt have known 'tha;t it was most probable that he 
would never become king and must have resigned himself to it because 
jt was so probable. He had his 'ambitions but he ke:pt them under tight 
contrd. Granted this, at the precise moment when the witches an­
nounce to him that he would become king they must have been lying. As 
things were up to that point he would' not havel become king I;>eca,use 
Duncan had akea1dy intended his son to succeed him. Because the lie 
was p8!:lartable Macbeth believes ,i,t is the truth, and acts fatalistically to 
make' it come true. The Devil does not know the 'Future': he only ha's 
to work at making the one he wants to happen. The Devil, indeed, "~ies 
like Truth"! 

llhere is no doubt that the witches constitute ;the most influential 
element of the play, since 'their unexpeoted! appearance sets off a: train 
of events wh::ch causes the most improbable of three possible futures 
·to be Irea'lised. 18eoause their words are attraotive he gives, them ore­
dence, and reneges, his fait'h in the ennobling concepti: of Free Will. Out 
of t!his origina,1 sin, which rtransforms him into a pagan, issue all the other 
more obvious ones. In his mistaken belief in a unique Future lies the 
seed of his tragic end, and! Shakespeare ,again demons;trates how fa,tal it 
can be to confuse appearance with reality. 

CHARLES CARUANA-CARABEZ M.A. teaches English at the New Lyceum, Mal~\. 



APPUNTI SU 'POLIKUSC'KA' 
Gerard Bugeja 

~I raccontQ 'Polikusc'ka' vUQle essere If a testimQnianza della, presa 
eN cosCienza dal parte dj; :Ignazio SilQne 'delle condiziQni sQciali tristissime 
che assillano gli abitanti, 'specie i cQntadini del sUO' pae'se natio. QuesrtO' 
prO' cess 0' era gia iniziatQ anni prima ed e riscO'ntrabile in 'Visita al ca rcere , 
nell'episodio de:1 carcerato in cui IQ scrittQre ricQnQsce iI cafQne che gli ha 
regalatO' in preced'enza il sigarQ. II bisognQ di una rigeneraziQne sociale e 
sentitO' daH'autQre come un imperativQ categQricQ kantianO': sulla scia degli 
scrittori utopisti marxisti di ques:tQ secolQ - quali BIQch I e KQlakowski 2 

-.:.. S,E'One, nQn facend'o nessuna distinzione fra gli ambiti eticQ e politico, 
mO'rale e soc:ale, propone una, ristrutturaziQne della vita assQciata, senltita 
anche cO'me un'esigenza r~l'igiosa. 11 versO' evangelicQ "Beartvgli assetati di 
giustizia" 'PUQ essere, assuntQ come il 'LeitmQtiv' nQn SO'IQ dl' questo rac­
cQnto, ma di tutta I'opera silQniana: nQn c'e possibilita diverQ rinnova­
mento senza la presenza del CristQ RedentQre che indQssa "un '!ungo ca­
mice rosso". 

Colpisce infatti' in 'Po:ikusc'ka' iI fattQ chc la sete per una concordia 
umana e sociale ,cf\a una parte e I'esigenza mQra,le dall'altra si alimentalno a 
vicenda: si PUQ et:chettare percio la filQsofia di SHone come un sociaiismQ 
religioso - CQn i limiti vistosP ma pure con I'inesauribile ca:rica utopiica, 
che insieme SQnQ parteintegrante di tale indirizzQ. QuandO' il' suo arnicO' 
Lazzaro gli rileva - e rivela - I'iPQcrisia 'della gente istruita e colta: che 

1. BIoch Ernst, KQlrL Mrurx, Torino, 1972. Di questo filosofo rnarxista che non si 
e riconosctuto mai in nes&un regime cOOllunista, V'llI sottolineato il socialismo 
utopico" da 'contrapporre a queUo scientifico. Daill libro' qui citato si consiglia 
la: lettum ,attentlaJ dell'inttroduzione a CUl"a! di RemOi Rodei, che sintetiz;:m per 
SOIllllIl'i capi La filosofia di Bloch. Si notlaJ che la posizione di Bboch di&sidente 
d:ailJiaI 'cultura uffida'le non si scosta molto dal quellia di SHone, che si distac­
co pur.e dal partito comunista. 

2. KolJakowski Erwin, n manrismo e oLtre: responsabili,ta e star~'1. Cosem::.l, 1979. 
Come Bloch e Silone,anche questo scrittore pol,acco lancia dure accuse 
contro i mezzi immol"ali impiegati dai le~ders comunisti per raggiung,ere i 
101'0 fini poLitici Secondo Kolakowski La massima: machiavellica. che il fine 
giustifica i mezzi non si iaddioe !(lIl vera; comunism()l perche il fine comunista 
non sarebhe sol:CI1mente di carattere politico ma anche mora'1e. 

3. Il limite piu vistoso sembm essere costituito da~ btto che alcuni utopi&ti non 
tengono presente 113, RealpolitDk; cioe, le reali cil'costanze politiche e oociali. 
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tiene naSiCosta ai contadini 'l:a notizia dell'esenzione di alcune tasse, Silone 
non ci puo credere; ci deve essere qualcosa che non funziona; e si chiecte 
come mai questa ingiustizia siastata possibile. H giovane quindicenne 
sente che le cose 'devono cambiare. Questo giovanile anelito veroo un 
mond!o migliore, questo ingenuo ma certamente genuin~, attaccamento 
ad una concezione fondamentalmente ottimis;tica della natural e delia ma­
teria (dalla 'natura naturans' di Spinoza aHo sguardo in a,vanti di Bem­
jamin4, che alIa concezione positivistica del Iprogresso come di un proces­
so lineare e inevitabile oppone la coscienza dell'unita messianica della 
storia come "tempo-ora" 0 "tempo messianico")sottende la raccolta dei 
racconti di testimonianza' di "Uscita d'i sicurezza'. 

L'attenzione d'eilloscritJtore e rivolta alia maniera in cui a1cuni abitanti, 
i cosiddet1ii compagni, giudicano la claS'se politica; i capi "fanno 4a guerra" 
per s;terminare la gente; ello 'srtes,so modo in cui causano le varie epi­
demie. T.ali osservaiZioni sono la IPropa'ggine diretta di una societa che e 
stata per lung'hi secoli cahpesta,ta, violentata, sderotizzata d'a una serie 
interminabi:e di dominazioni s,tra:niere. Per la gente dell' Abruzzo alnche it 
neo-formato Istatoitaliano sarebbe un governo s1!l'aniero perche non 
conosce i loro reali bisogni5

• Da do deriva la slfiducia nel governo da parte 
dei contalCfini, per i quali il Hisorgimento non Iha porta10 nessun cambia­
mento sociale: I'unica class'€< vittoriosla e stata la borghesia agrarill che 
si e incamerata' i beni dei Borboni e della Chiesa. 

d cafoni ribelli nutrono rancore non so'llo verso la classe politica, ma 
anche colta. I membri di qtuesta clas'se isrtruita sfruttano I'ignoranza dei 
contacfin}. Non sono solo g,l,i esattori delle tasse che ingannano i cafoni, 
cosrtringendoli a pagare imposte inesistenti, maanche il pretore che fa 
perdere la oausa a'lIa povefa' sarta, la qual1e ~ha' Is:porto querela conJf.!ro un 
"galantuomo" che I'aveva abusata aizzando il cane contro la sua persona 
('Uscita di sicurezza' 'PP. 63-4).11 pretore, sebbene sia stato testimone 
oculare oo! fa,tJtaccio, assolve il padrone: il che coSlti11uirebbe un'ulteriore 
prova del~~a tesi marxista lper cui le idee riguardanti concetti-base (come 
quelli relalt,ivi alia giustizial) sono fespressione della c!asse dlominante. 11 
pretore infatti IScU'saniCl:osi con un ragionamento storto e mis:ti,ficaltorio, si 
lamenta che 'e,gH, nella sua qualita di magis,trato, non doveva !latSciare pre­
va1lere i s'Uoi sentimenti egoistici. 

4. Benjamim. Waiter, Tesi rei filo'sofia delLa $,toria; in Angelus NOVUS, Torino, 
1962, pp. 72-83. 

5. Cbe U governo ltaUano non 'conoscesse i r~ali problemi del Meziogiorno c 
diimostrabile dia: due I:eggi promulgate, l~una dallL:t Desttra, e l'altru dal,' 
la Sinistl'a; storica. Con ~a primae !"-i aboLirono le linee dogamtlti. interne; il. che 
fia'Vori la grande industria del Nord a sCl!lIpito\ di quell!e del Sud; con l!a se­
conda, si I!bttuav3> il protezionismoeconomico, che fu di benefido per il Nord 
ma di detrimento per ill Sud perche lai Fmncia, per ripicca, blocco tl?ianpor­
tarzrlione del vino del SUd. Per la! probl€matioa, sl.lll iMezzogiorno Eli coIlJSUlti: 
Milanesi e PwUeschi, La qu,estione meridionale, Brescia, 1978. 
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Un'altra figtura interessante e quella die I parroco ohe vive 'un cri­
stianesimo superficiale. Questa ,figura e illustrata due volte: in 'Polikusc'ka' 
abbiamo un parroco (odiosissimo) che st8' adldirittura dallla parterdei pad­
roni perche ordina ohe si suonino le campane .proprio neW ora della, ri­
unione della Lega dei contadini; mentre nel racconto 'Uscita di sicurezza' 
vedialmo uno che con enfa·si insegna ai bambini ohe "cio accade fuori 
ciel!a chiesa non '10' interessa", tclenuncia l'involuzione che ha slibito la 
Chiesa·dal momento in cui d'ecise di fare jIt compromesso con 10 Stato: non 
piu forza rivoluzionaria, come ai tempi di Cristo e nei primi secoli del 
cristianelsimo, ma consorteria D1riv:legislta e corrotta inC<llp'aCe dii diffonldere 
il messaggio etvangelico, uno dei meriti del quale consiste proprio nella 
convivenza pacifica e giusta che si esplica nella sfem 'sociale'. E' questa 
carica Ilatente nel crisrtianelsimo che starebbe riuscita al sopmvvivere per 
mezzo delle azioni efegli 'eretici' quali Giardona Bruno 0 Tommaso Munzer, 
che si siprigionat dai racconti di Silone. 

Lo scnirttore abruzzes·e censura I'alienazione che sta alia, base del 
comportamento di gran partedelia classe istruita, come pure d{ quella 
letteraria. I prodotti letterari ohe venivano aipprezzalti in quel torno di tem­
po avevano uncarettere aiiena'tore. Primeggiatvano fra quels1li le opere di 
Gabriele D' Annunzio, alia retorica e politaartificiosita de 11 et qW31i si con­
trapporranno i romanzi dii Silone dal tono grigio e setalbo ma ricchi di 
una profonda e sinceraumanita. E' pa~ticolarmente signi.ficativls la scelta 
efi un racconto di Tolstoi ('PoW<usc'ka') da parte ,di Silone iperahe !indica 
lastrada ohe imboochera 10 scrittorequando comincera a scrivere. Silone 
si accorge del fsuto ohe uno ,dei meriti' ,della narrativa rtolstojana che verra 
elabon8ito dal critieo ungherese Gjorgy Lukasc6 e costittuito oal ,reciproco 
inlfluenzarsi di ambiente e personaggio, che trova il suo atr1listico sbocco 
neltila "descrizione deWessenza interiore dell'uomo, che s.i sviluppa sotto 
!'in.fliusiso dBlI'ambiente sociale. 7 (Questa e la posizione che prende la 
RA!Ptps nei confronti.ai Tolstoi). A questa posizione sooHende la concezione 
per oui I'arte sarebbe valida proprio perche permette ed e5ige un processo 
d'immedesimazione da parte del pubblico. Tolstoi stesso era convinto dal­
I'inflluenza €lsercita'ta sui sentimenti; le parole di Plechanov!l che rispec­
chiano le idee dello scrittore russo non lasciatno dubbi sui fa,tto ohe "su 
questa capacita degl:i uomini di essere con1agiati dai sen1:imenti di altri 
uomini si fonda I'arttivita alrtistica". 

Putroppo, mentre Si'lone racconta ai oatfoni il 'Polikusc'ka' tolstoia-

6, Luka~c Gyorgy, Reportage oder GestaUung, parte I, "Die Lialkskurve," n.7, 
p.23, Berlino, 1932. 

7. Kul'turnaja revorjucija i sovremennajl!L Hterotura in uNa literaturnom postu", 
luglio 1928, :un.13-14. 

8. Thatpp e La sigh per l'associazione rUSSa degli ~crittori pro1otari russi operan­
re a partire dagli anni venti. 

9. Plechtanbv G.V., Kunst tmd Literatur, p.361. 
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no, i conta:dini abruzzesi comprendono a malapena la ragion d'essere del 
racconto, lliim~tandlosj a eoglliere soltanto fenomeni di superfieie. Certa­
mente rimane esclusa a loro la tipicita del raccoOlto: cioe, non s'aecorgono 
del fatto ehe la struttura psichica del raeconto iCIIipende da fattori materiali, 
os'slia soc~al~ ed! eeonomiei. I eafoni non si rendono conto del fauo ehe la 
tragedia di Polikuse'ka e caus'alba preeipuamente dalle partieolari condizjo­
ni sociali (sfruttamento dei servi della gleba): e ehe tramite iVabbattimento 
di questa Sltruttum sociales'i doveva eominciare la lotto. Da questo punto 
di viSlta, il rtentatirvo d'i sensibilizzare i eontadini sui problemi sociaH tra­
mite il racconto tol5toiano fallisce. Bisognava trovare altre techniohe nar­
rative per interessare i contadini?lO 

A prescinroore da questa problematica, ques;to primo contatto di­
retto di S'ilone con i eafoni e stalto molto importante perche ,si e reso conto 
de:lle eondizioni poveri'ssimel (non solo fisiche) da cui era ,d~ffieile uscire. 
Egli diventa eons'Cio 1001 fartrto ehe l'impegno delle scrittore PUQ riscattare 
questa gente d~menticata da tutti. Anche se, come si e gia rilevato, il 
suo tentativo d'i educalre i eatoni fallisce, egli e convinto che e queJ.!Ia la 
strada dia seguire. Quandb Silone eomincera a scrivere (il suo primo ro­
manzo e 'Fontamara'), cerehera di utilizzare parole semplici e una sin­
tassi la meno complicatal possibile, eosl da farsi capire.ll Sembra ohe 10 
scrittore sia ossessionato d311a pama di non farsi comprenoore: sii ricordi 
come egli e i eafoni non si sono potuti capire; come il dineittore del eol­
legio romano non 10 eapisce, e lui non eomrprende i eolleghi delN()I stesso 
col>legio (,Ineontro con uno Istrano prete'). E' questa dfficolta .oil com­
pl'endere gli altri un sintomo di un malle esistenziale? Non direi, perehe, 
eg!i e fondamentalmenlte ottimista e nello stesso racconto nn­
contro con uno strano prete') si sente felicissimo che con Don Orione 
egli abbia potuto stabilire un rapporto amichevole e fruttuoso: i due si 

10. Sulla rmaggiore 0 illlinore efficacm di 'cene techniche narrative si e discuf,SO 
molto nell'ambito delle discussioni sorte in Germania negliiJ anni '30, (e che 
si poSf-'Ono consultal1e nel!le riviste quaJi "Injjernationa,le Lttera:tu:r", "Neue 
Deutsche Bllatter" e "DaiS Wort"). Un gruppo attorno a LU'kasc sosteneva il 
punto di vista che l'esigenza di "interessare un numero possibilmente lafl'go 
di strati di Iettori, poteva essere soddisfaMa nel miiglior,e dei modi con 1e 
techniche narrative tradizioDlaJi del XIX secolo, 'Con alJ r,ea!l;ismo di un Balzac 
o di un Tolf-toi...; Benjamin e Brecht rifiutavano tali concemoni come poli­
ticamente inefficaci e .artisti'camente improduttiive. Essi argDlIl1.entRVGno che 
contenuti rivolU2li.onari, esposti nelle forme traddzionali. .. non intaccano affa,tto 
]Ia forma,zione socia,le oopitalista" da GaH!lIs Helga, Teorie mall'XilSte deUa 
l.etteratura. Roma, 1974, p.16). 

11. D'ErafffiO Luce (rin L'Opera di Ignazia SUone, MHano, 1976, p.569) rileva coo 
"Po~o dire che il probleffila della relazione tra la 1etteratura e lIa vita, 

e quindi delta funzione della cu!1turn, e sm,to fors.e «I primo d.a lui affrol!1tato 
sin da quando !<li diciassette anni leggeva 'J1oJ.stoi ad. contadini. L'iIUIIllllJgine 
di quel r~q, che riuniV'a i caifoni analfaheti per discutere 'as~ieane a loro 
le pagine ill Tolstoi, e emblemartica di tutta la ricerca dello scrittore". 
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sono capiti. Se con Don Orione riesce a farsi comprel1idere fine al punto 
che negli anni seguenti diventera per 10 scrittore !'ideale con cui si misu­
rera e in cui s'identilfichera tramite il personaggio Pietro Spina in 'Vino e 
pane', in questo racconto Silone sceglie come compagno12 Lazzaro con 
cui stabtlisce un rapporta fnrttuoso. La lezione che gli viene inseg·nata e 
che in certe situazioni ci si deve per forza ribellare: ogni altra azione e 
complicita; 0 ci si ribella 0 si e complici. La,zzaro 'sceg!ie la stmda della 
rivoluzione: e la sua azione non viene infiacchita da nessuna debolezza 
umana. Ne le pettegolezze della gente di un piccolo paese di provincia, 
ne le rimostranze del parroco basate troppo sui dogma' e poco sulla fede 
10 distolgono dal suo proposito di portar avanti la lotta. 

Silone nell'arco d'i tutta la sua vita non verra mai meno aH'rdeale 
deHa vita associa1ta: il suo socialismo, come ha sostenuto uno studioso 
americano, non e un sistema effimero bas·aito sulle cause e gli effetti con­
tingenti della storia ma un amalgama di valori permanenti. 13 

12. Silone stesso sostiene che non occorre essere pessimisti ma ottimisti median­
te la sceUa dei compagni adatti. In questi. primi racconti cli Uscita di sicwrezza 
sembra che questa costituisca un tema costante. 

13. "Keep of the Flame", Time, New York. 22 novo 1963; adespota. 

DO'TT. G. BUGEJA B.A.(Hons.), D.Litt. (Pisa) teaches Italian at the New Lyoeum, 
Msida. 
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