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Ghalkemm I-ilsien Malti m’ilux sekli 1i dahal
fostna, hemm xi whud minn dawk i bir-rieda shiha
taghhom, ghanewh, u mieghu ghanew ukoll art
twelidhom. Illum ghandna kittieba li rnexxielhom
jilhqu fil-quccata tal-letteratura, mhux biss, imma
wkoll 1i I-kitbiet taghhom, it-taghlim lill-istudjuzi
fuq l-ilsien Malti, jistghu jitqiesu bhala gamar li
jkebbes il-qlub lejn il-letteratura Maltija. Hija haga
biex nghidu hekk li ma titwemminx kif studjuz,
kittieb, poeta, rumanzier u ghalliem bhal Professur
Guzé Aquilina mexxielu jilhaq dan il-livell hekk
gholi li dwaru ser niktbu 1lum fl-okkazjoni tal-100
sena minn twelidu.

Fi profil qasir bhal ma hu dan taghna, huwa difficli li
niktbu u nsemmu kollox dwar il-hajja u I-hidma ta’
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dan il-Ghawdxi dehni, imma ahna sejrin naghmlu
mill-ahjar li nistghu biex naghtukom stampa cara
u taghrif siewi dwar wiehed mill-aqwa Kkittieba u
studjuzi tal-Malti.

Il-Professur Guzé Aquilina twieled il-Munxar,
rahal 1i jmiss mal-fdalijiet tat-tempju megalitiku
ta’ Marziena u mal-blat imtarrag tax-Xlendi, fl-
ghodwa tas-7 ta’ April tas-sena 1911. L-ewwel
sisien tat-taghlim tieghu, bnihom fl-iskola primarja
Ta’ Sannat (li qed tfakkar twelidu bi programm
kommemorattiv), rahal tefghata’ geblaboghod minn
rahal twelidu, iddedikat lil Pawlu ta’ Tarsu, u wara,
ghadda ghas-Seminarju t’Ghawdex. Minn hawn dan
il-kittieb letterarju dahal jistudja fl-Universita Rjali
ta’ Malta, fejn fis-sena 1934 huwa ha 1-B.A. Kien
biss tlitt snin wara li Guzé Aquilina ha I-Lawrja ta’
Avukat mill-istess Universita’. Huwa dam jahdem
ta’ avukat fil-Qrati ta’ Ghawdex ghal madwar
tmintax-il sena, meta fl-1 ta’ April 1955 huwa sar
full time Professor tal-Malti u tal-ilsna Orjentali fl-
Universita Rjali ta’ Malta. Dejjem miexi ‘l quddiem
fit-triq wiesa’ tat-taghlim, Aquilina kiseb il-grad
tal-Ph.D mill-Unversita ta’ Londra fl-1941.

Il-Professur Guzé Aquilina kien membru ta’ bosta
ghaqdiet u kumitati kulturali li ahna m’ahniex
sejrin noqoghdu nsemmuhom kollha, izda ta’ min
jghid 1i huwa kien il-president tal-ghaqda tal-Malti,
imsejha ‘Universita’ kif ukoll president onorarju
tal- ‘Ghaqda tal-Kittieba tal-Malti’.

[1-Professur Guze Aquilina kabbar il-gieh ta’ Isienna
f’bosta pajjizi billi ghamel tahdidiet dwar - ‘Ilsien
Malti’, ‘il-Malti bhala Lsien Imhallat’, ‘1-Ogsma
tat-tiftix tal-Lingwistika tal-Malti’, u tahdidiet ohra
fl-universitajiet ta’ Londra, Durham, Cambridge u
Edinburgh. Huwa ppubblika artikli u kitbiet ohra
f’diversi rivisti lingwisti¢i mxerrda mal-Ewropa.

Imma I-hidma tal-Professur Guzeé Aquilina matigafx
hawn. Sa mill-1937 huwa kien diga thabbeb sewwa
mal-Malti u nsibu li f°din l-istess sena, huwa kien
rebah 1-ewwel premju ghall-ahjar rumanz bil-malti
moghti mill-Gvern, bir-rumanz Taht Tliet Saltniet.
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Dan huwa rumanz tassew sabih, b’deskrizzjonjiet
tassew qawwija u hajja u li minnu naghtukom silta fi
tmiem dan il-profil. Il-Professur kien ukoll I-editur
tal-organu tal-istudenti universitarji, Lehen il-Malti
kif ukoll ta’ sensiela ta’ kotba Taghlim ghal Kbar.

Li kieku kellna noqoghdu nsemmu x-xoghol
kollu ta’ dan l-istudjuz, kittieb, poeta, rumanzier
u ghalliem mill-Gzira tat-Tliet Gholjiet, ma konna
nispiccaw qatt. Ghalhekk ahna jidhrilna li nsemmu
biss xi whud mill-kotba li I-Professur Aquilina kiteb
u ta lill-istudjuzi tal-Ilsien Malti. Fost dawn il-
pubblikazzjonjiet, insibu: A Comparative Study in
Mixed Maltese u The Structure of Maltese. Dawn
iz-zewg kotba jaghtu tahrif siewi dwar l-istorja u I-
bini ta’ Isienna. Insemmu wkoll il-kotba nteressanti
II-Polz ta’ Malta; Studji Kritici Letterarji; u Madwar
il-Hajja (f erba’ volumi). Ma nistghux inhallu barra
1l-Muza Maltija — Antologija ta’ Poeti.

Aquilina ppubblika wkoll ktieb ta’ poeziji bl-Ingliz
li jgib l-isem ta’ The Struggle. Huwa kiteb ukoll
bosta poeziji u epigrammi bil-Malti li dehru fdiversi
gurnali u rivisti. Fit-Tejatru huwa l-isem ta’ ktieb
iehor li kiteb dan il-genju letterarju u li jigbor fih
bosta drammi u kummiedji bil-Malti. Arbli fuq il-
Bjut, xoghol tieghu wkoll, kien inhadem b’suc¢cess
fuq il-palk tal-Liceo t’Ghawdex mill-Ghaqda
Drammatika ‘Lyceum Players’.

[l-Professur Aquilina ghamel bosta introduzzjonijiet
f’kotba kemm ta’ proza kif ukoll ta’ poezija. Huwa
tana f’idejna bosta materjal li mhux lakemm jintesa
malajr. Xoghol interessanti iehor li ta lill-istudjuzi
kienet il-gabra ta’ madwar hamest elef qawl
b’hafna taghrif dwarhom 1i jinsabu midmuma fil-
ktieb tieghu A Comparative Dictionary of Maltese
Proverbs 1i kien intlaga’ ferm tajjeb minn dawk
kollha li ghandhom il-gid tal-Ilsien Malti.

Ma nistax ma nersagx lejn tmiem dan il-profil bla
ma nsemmi forsi l-ikbar opra ta’ hajtu u li nistghu
nghidu haditlu ghadd sabih ta’ snin minn ghomru
biex seta’ juriha d-dawl tal-istampa. Qed nirreferi
ghad-dizzjunarju tieghu f’sitt volumi Malti-Ingliz-
Malti mahrug mill-Klabb Kotba Maltin immexxi
minn Ghawdxi iehor, Pawlu Mizzi.

Il-hidma tal-Professur Guzé Aquilina lejn il-Malti
tibqa’ ma tintesiex. Jalla l-ilsien taghna jsib nies

qalbiena li ma jibzghux jiggieldu ghal-letteratura
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Maltija bhalma ghamlu I-Professur Guzé Aquilina
u ghawdxin ohra fosthom Ninu Cremona, Gorg
Pisani, Mary Mejlak, Anton Buttigieg flimkien
ma’ ohrajn. Aquilina baga’ sa ma s-sahha baqghet
taghtih, jgholli u jsebbah l-ilsien Malti mhux biss
fil-gzejjer Maltin izda wkoll f’artijiet imbieghda.
[1-kitbiet tieghu ma jistghux ma jqanqlux f’qalb il-
Maltin u 1-Ghawdxin ta’ kull Zmien, imhabba lejn
ilsien artna, ghax fihom isibu l-benna u 1-ghaqda li
wiehed ifittex fil-letteratura taghna. Xhieda ta’ dan
hija s-silta qasira li geghdin naghtukom hawn taht
mehuda mill-ewwel rumanz li hareg mill-pinna
tieghu, Taht Tliet Saltniet.

IZ-Zghazagh tar-rahal mhux hlief jitordu wrajha bil-
mohbi ta’ missierha. Ghax imbarra lehinha, dawk ix-
xufftejn taghha mimlija u homor f"'wic¢ gamhi mfaqqa’,
kienu jharrku d-demm tal-irgiel kollha li kienu jikluha
bil-hars.

U fdin il-lejla ta’ qtugh il-gheneb, Pawlina, billi rat
li missierha ftit kellu mohh il-kliem, biex tghaddi z-
Zmien, infexxet tghanni u, bis-sakra tal-ghana, bilkemm
intebhet li I-ghenieqi kienu ged jaqghulha fl-art minn
hogorha mfawwar.

Tghid dan [-ghana kienet ged tghannih lil xi wiehed
ghaziz!

Ghalkemm kienet tqgarrab it-tmintax, kienet ghadha ma
habbet lil hadd. Madankollu go fiha kienet bdiet thoss
bhal hlewwa ma tafx x’inhi, imma ghal min ghandu
mid-dinja, dil-hlewwa hi bhal lewn li jidher f'hawha
biex juri li din bdiet issir. Ma’ din il-hilewwa, jew ahjar,
xewqa misterjuza, bdiet thoss ukoll nugqas ta’ kwiet,
bdiet thoss xi haga nieqsa, bhal bahh li jrid jimtela.
Tmintax! L-imhabba tibda taghmel taghha; min-naha
jew minn ohra, hi tinfed il-qalb zaghzugha bil-vlegeg
taghha tad-deheb li hi titlaq issa mill-hbub ta’ zewg
xufftejn li jitbissmu, issa minn tahrika hafifa tal-id, issa
minn tislima c¢kejkna.

Bhalissa I-hemda donnha ngabret madwarha tissamma
bla nifs, tissamma ghax ma tridx titlef kelma waqt li
dit-tfajla tghanni:

Gismi ghamiltu dghajsa
Dirghajja ghamilthom qlugh
Immorru bejn sema w ilma
Fejn ma tarana ebda ruh.

Misbah ghajnejn hanini
Dahkana, suwed tut,
Ja mhabba mlieli galbi

Ghax minghajrek jiena mmut!

23



Lill-Professur Guzé Aquilina
(1911 -1997)

Kont ghadni tifel ¢kejken fil-Primarja
Meta l-ghalliem habbibni sewwa mieghek,
Urieni dlonk imhabbtek lejn ilsienna

Biex tara 1-Malti le fit-tajn jitmieghek!

Zammejtek ghalhekk dejjem jien b’kolonna
1111 habrikt w ghozzejt ilsienna shih;

Lil rahlek il-Munxar hallejt minn kmieni
Biex f"Malta tkompli tahdem bla mistrieh!

Matul is-snin mill-pinna gharfa tieghek
Hargu studji w kitbiet ta’ mitt elf sura
Ghax int dejjem emmint illi b’ilsienna
Bla tlagliq xejn, naqtghu l-aqwa figura.

Quddiem kulhadd nistqarr u bla ftahir
Li fit-tiswir tal-Malti, sehmek kbir.

Kav Joe M Attard
Rabat - Ghawdex

Summary of the above article in English

Professor Joseph Aquilina B.A.,LL.D.,Ph.D. hailed
from Munxar. He was born on the 7" April 1911
and passed away on the 8" August 1997. He was
educated at the Sannat Primary School, at the
Bishop’s Seminary Gozo, and later at the University
of Malta and the School of Oriental and African
Studies of the University of London (1937-40).
In 1937 he graduated as a lawyer and exercised
his profession at the Gozo Law Courts for about
eighteen years. He was the first holder of the Chair
of Maltese and Oriental languages (1936-76) at the
University of Malta where he also became Dean
of the Faculty of Arts (1948-66 and 1972-75). He
was also Pro-Vice Chancellor of the University of
Malta (1970-1974), President of the Society of Arts,
Manufacture and Commerce (1972-82), President
of the Association of Teachers, Royal University
of Malta (ATRUM), (1952-76) as well as President
of the Association Internationale D’Etude des
Civilisations Mediterraneennes (1972-82). In 1986,
Professor Aquilina was elected member of the
Council of the Faculty of Theology.
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Eghluq il-mitt sena mit-twelid tal-Professur Guzé Aquilina
fil-Munxar, Ghawdex gie mfakkar permezz tal-attivita ‘Iz-
Ziffa tal-Poezija’ gewwa il-Librerija Publika ta’ Ghawdex
bil-partecipazzjoni ta’ studenti Ghawdxin.

He won several literary awards, namely the Gold
Medal Guzé Muscat Azzopardi (1966), Gold Medal
of the Confederation of Civic Councils (1973), and
Gold Medal of the Society of Arts, Manufacture
and Commerce (1979). Way back in 1963 he was
chosen Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great
Britain and Ireland. Between the years 1932 and
1937 he serverd as editor of the Journal of the Royal
University of Malta Literary Society. For a good
number of years he edited as well the following
periodicals: Lehien il-Malti, Taghlim ghall-Kbar,
Journal of Faculty of Arts and the Journal of
Maltese Studies. Professor Aquilina’s scholarly
interests range widely over the field of Semitic and
Romance linguistics.

He also read papers at several international
linguistic and onomastic and literary congresses
and is the author of linguistic and literary books. He
was the winner of the first novel in Maltese Tat
Tliet Saltniet. His greatest work is his Dictionary
Maltese — English (2 volumes), English — Maltese (4
volumes) published by Midsea Books Ltd (Malta).

Kav. Joe M. Attard hu membru tal-Akkademja tal-Malti u awtur
ta’ bosta poeziji, essays u features letterarji. Gie mahtur Kavallier
tal-Ordni Unione Cavalleria Cristiana Internazionale (UCCI)
f1-1984 u huwa s-Segretarju tal-Ghaqda Gurnalisti u Kittieba
Ghawdxin sa mit-twaqqif taghha fl-1960.
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