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Having worked o n the hc: rpelofauna oflhe Malte .. b lands fo r I~e la'i four years ...... note 
Ihatinlhewntrihtionbyf.D.Bowle>(1988)the"' ...... r.<cnuinirwccuraei .. andm;';eonccpli"ns. 
which we shoultl like to reL1ify by mcam of this shon note 

AMPIIIBIANS AN D REPTILES O F TIlE MALTES E lS l ANDS 

Am ph ibia ns. In th. Malt ... 1,Iand, the", is o nly one: species of amphihian, the Pamted Frog 
Di.<o::os)ossus piclus picrus which does occur in G07.0. Ruio "iridi$ which Rowles mentioned 
lD occur in Malta is nOI actually p", .. nt on any illandofthe Mah ... group. Fossil remains 
of B. viridis hav. betn found at Ghar Datam Cavc (Bate. 19)5) as ...... ll a. remains as.$ignc:d 
to Bu{o "u/Jj3lisor Ou{obu{o(Zammi\ Mac mpd. 1985). Dc'poll! 1913)hd imrooucrdspc.: imen , 
of /Juiu vin'di!; (together wilh O"io vuigan',. /Juiu calamira. Hyla arba"'" and Rana '1".) into 
Ihei~landbul""""ofth.,.,=mlohavee;lahli'ha:!hrttdingpop"lalion,orhave Ix. ... n recorded 

Replile •. lntheMalte>e I,iandsthe",arethefollowi"gSquamala· 
ChakTdcsorxllatu.</il,8ug u (Gmc!in)-O"":l lalcuSkink 
ifemidactylu5wICicu5rurcicus(Linnaeu.)- TurkishUe.:ko 
Taremol.1 malltitanica (Linnaeus) - Moorish Gecko 
Chama~/en chamae/eon (linnaeu,) - Medilerranean Chameleon 
Podarcis iilro/en.is mJlren.is(Mettens) - M~lteS( Wall Liurd 

On the i,la"d of Malta there are al'" fOOl 'pecie;s of Ophid i,,' 
Coilibu vindiflavl.I.' carbonatil.l.< Ilonapane (Rlack Whip Snakc) lista:! in the Ra:! [)"r~ fIoo ~ 

fortheMalte>eblanili;asl<><:allyvulncrable(LanfranroandSchemhr;'19lI9) 
Coluber floro/emus alg'ros (Jan) (Algerian Whip Snake) whICh is locally vulncrable and has 
"",mictwdi.trihution(lanfrancoandSchemhri.I989). 
ElaphesilUla Ieopard;"a (llonaparte)ILeopard Snah) which has a re'tricted McJitcrranean 
di' lribulionandi>I"",lly'ulncn.ble(LanfnmcoandSchembti.19~9). 
Telesco""., lidl .... {aI/ax (Flei.«llChma" n) (Car S"ake) which i, l""ally vulnerable a",l has a 
""tnCt«l distrihu,ion (Lanftanroand Schcmbri, 1989). 

O UI of the"" four .oa k", ooly Coluber viridifiavu5 carbonan'us ha, betn ,ecorded from UOLO 
,,'h~,e il can be commonly =n lale in the aftctrlOO lI among '·"8"t3Iiuo and cro"illg fu<)lpaths 

O n Ihe i,land of Malta E/aphc .;/"Ia Icopndina " .. "ms 10 be the most commun snake (although 
quanlitative studi .. need to be caHied QUI in Ih;" regard) while Coluhl:rJ/oruk"lu,' a/gitus 
a nd Telcscopus {allax (aII1KarC very r~'" and .Kern to be restricted to the ",uthea!tern parts 
ofl~;'land(Lanfranco.195S) 

From Maltesc walers there are ""."ords of fiv" sea tunk 'pec;', - [)amochd", ."Om,,,,,,, 
(Lealhc:rhac~ Tunle). Carella carena (LOl1Jlerbead Tunle), Ch.-loni~ m,,<Ias (G ree" Turtle ), 
/.cpidochcly< k~mpi(Kcmp'., Ridlc)') and Er<"ImochciY' imbric.ata(Hawk.bill Tunic). the (anCT 
th ree recorded onlyflom lingle specimen. (Gram~ml. 19R9), Carella carella i.< the m",t commo" 
oft'" five tunl", and i, f"''lucntly caUghI and sold by fi shermen. evt;n in G<>1.O. <ince they 
are still not legally protected in the Maltese Isla nds. DeSpoil (191S) records thai during Spri~ 
largcnumbersofl.()~rh~adTunlesappear\Olaycggs"onDurunfrc'luenta:! sandybeaches. 

e<pceiall~'al Gozo". These sandy beache, a", no lo nger unfrc'luenled and sca lurtle, no longer 
bo;etl oflGozo 
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